~EDILT

THE ASIAN AGE | WEDNESDAY | 14 AUGUST 2024 | NEW DELHI I

THE ASIAN AGE

14 AUGUST 2024

Death of a doctor: Time
to fix hospitals’ security

ghastly rape and murder of & post-graduate resident doctor in a
Tmmuar hall at the state-run R.G. Kor Medical College and Hospital,
Ko

eommunity. it kas hit healtheare sorvices across the nation incfuding
the national capital Maost elective surgeries and mlt'pabent services were on
hold for the second day on Tuesday, as three lakh doctors the protests

called by the Federation of Resident Doctors' Assocla:mm
The Kolkata I'ailce has arrested a civie voluntesr attachﬁd mthe potice for
v il

the crimi bat th Ent 15 yet tocorme o & hiat it was the act
nfa sm de person. Meanwhibe, five days having passed since the -murder,
court on 'l'nsesday over the Llwesugnuun (Dﬂle 1on a plea

b'\ ﬂie\rnnn wonan's parents amid mounting outrage and
The demarlfm of the doctors are genuine am]ﬁusl_ They ihel the incident was
dyerhapq u\egmaielt travesty to have socorred in the history of the resident
petor community”, First and foremost on thedr st has been an effective
police investigstion ‘that will put all responaibie for the erime befare the aw
end their fast-track trial.
The

doctors are alsn demanding the rolling out of security protoeols for &l
healthcare workers. The Indian Medical
Assaclation has demanded a Central law to carb

The Union and the
West Bengal attacks and violence against doctors as a “deter-

rence” and declaration of hoapitals &s safe pones.
But the call by doctors for the removal of all
anthorities concerned who “could not protect the
digity and life of & female on-duty dccmn " WS
anly partially met when the prineipal of the med-
college quit on his own volition. Then, within
12 hours, he was appointed principal of the
Calcutts National al College and Hospital,
in another plum posting by the state government.
He has now been asked by the court to be sent on

governments are

Jn#]esve.

eat Bengal chief minister Mamsata Banerjee's
ultimarum to the police after visiting the parents that her rrument would
hand over the investi r.mmlha Central Burean of Investigation unless they
eracked the case by 5 oW Appears to have been merely an eyewash.
It is in fact being seen ns an atternpt to hide the institutional lapses the inci-
dent has brought to fore — pnm'senulu mehmpha] snx.ﬂ’ll\u!ﬂ with, hnle ar
m surveillance of the and a lice |

Subhani

Sunanda
K. Datta-Ray

s!gﬂthe arrested person was acting as a cop on the campus.
.Pmd yet the CBL, too, does not have a sterling track record.
Hence, the Union and the West Beny
real steps that convinee the striki to return to work. The
thotisa; ndl thousands of suffering people in greater misery.
There ia no gainsaying that no doctor, or for that matter worker, should be
expected to put in their baat under naortal fear of assault and loss of lifie. As for
henltheare workers, most states have put in place special laws tlmlpruvl.demr
&gmmhlm!m for attacks on them and on hospitals bt police often
of invoking them, citing the “emational contest” of the crime. It is
1mpnn.m: that all state ppvefmmems strict enforce such laws and other rules
o ensure that doctors, patients and anyone else on the premises are protect-
A PECLITEnce afsuci\ an incident is prevented in the futuree.
“The unfortunate death of a young doctor must act as the trigger.

governments are duty-bound to take
strikes has

Try to bring down food prices

frer five long years, India's retail inflation fell below the Resarve

Bank of India's comfort level of four per cent in July as food infla-

tion eased t’mmd;:weviw! highs due toa ’"i base effect, government
data showed on Maon The consumer price index-based inflation was
.65 per cent in Jul pnred o 7.44 per cent in July last year.

While food inflation stood ar 5.42 par cent in July 2034, an analysis of com-
madity-wise numbers show that the prices of several important commodi-
thes still remain elevated. Inflation in pulses, which is one of the important
source of protein for vegetarians, remained high at nearly 15 per cent, fol-
lowed by cereals at 8.14 per cent, vegetables 683 per cent, eogs 6.76 per
cent, mest and fish 597 and sugar and confecticnery at 522 per cent.

In the recent monetary policy meeting, the Reserve Bank of Indis (REI)
continued the withdrawal of accommodation, which means the rate of
interest will remain elevated to kl:g inflationary expectations in check.
Though the decline in the July tion was due to higher base effect,
econtnists expect that new erops could ease food prices in the mmh]g
months. The other components of retail infladon such &s betal, whacco
and intoxicants, clothing and footwear, housing, fuel and light and mis-
cellaneous tems rematned below four per cent.

While food takes away maore than 50 per cent of a poor family's income in
India, the percentage of income that a middle clazs family affected would
be around H per cent or so, with heads such as education, health, trans-
rm and personal eare incorporated in the miscellaneons category form-

a significant portion of their monthly expenditore,

Recently, there was tfrnpc.sa] in the povernment to reduce the weigh-
tage of food in c.!ll:uls of retail mnatlnn hased on the inputs of t
household co diture survey. The government should com-
plete this prnce!s as eer]y as possible to ensure that it is guided by correct
data in economic policymaking,
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Upadbaay Mary, Mo

s the fleel
Sheikh Hnsﬁ

ween Canal
anrladesh
Mln:sier’s official
dence i Dhaka, and the
Indian Alr Force hase at
Hindon Ins Uttar Pradesh’s
Ghaziabad, near Delhi, her
thoughts may have tumed
to Lee Kuan Yew's acerbic
comment on her father
“tha hern wha had opposed
Paligtan and led Enst
Pakistan to independence
a5 Bangladesh ... arrivi mg
i style at Ortaws in his
own  aircraft" for A
(‘mmwgﬂ].lgh summit
meeting in August 1971
Singipore makes a ftish

¥
sixth President,
Ramanathan,
himsalf sick because I\Is
ociogenarian boss
wife were going to me
Maldives on & state visit

lapan
worrying

¥ ping Guktng 1 ong
slaap ng the long
il ﬂuulﬁess tirimg fikght.
Simpapore Adrkines didn't
run to first class in those
days, and business class
seats  could only be
reclined, not converted
imta beds. Why not charter
o flight, 1 but the
young man shook his bead.

8in rean politiclans
v

1 al=o recall mg, ﬂ'bud. rhe
late Michael

the Innemmmm]’ Hera:d
Tribune, descril M%M

he stumbled wpon in
shorts and sports shirt at
Changi airport late one
nkght. With aly a
Gurkha in attendance, the
Frime Minister was check-

alled conveyor belt to deliv-
er baggmge from the air-
craft to the arrival hall. He
did mot want tourists to
start off with a poar impre-
sglon  of Smgapore's
facilities.

1t WHS 1 8-

Bangabandh
ple man as 1 noted 8t cur
first mesting n & modest

fnt in London's Eest End.  gegular

A Hengall Bbhadralok, under constant

whether from West “E ot

or B deah, conld nat pressura.

expecied  to manually

m:kb:?%gellkem But  No wonder Jewahar].aJ
1 lu.niw Nehru and Indira

wrapped round his wal never mangged o I:e pnpu

he wanted me o tell the  lar with Westem leaders,

.ﬁaresnmr{s readers that
i restored Rebindra
Smgeer o East Pakistan‘s
radis.
“*&T;f“‘ff“ s Boging
oirs that g
“with uJBnl NT

emh]amﬂ on n" was
Alveady parked when he

pded in Ottawa in 1874,
“When | left, it was still

the atrport on the last day
“twi huge vans were being
loaded with packages for
the Bangladeshi aircraft.” [
am convinesd 51

later thar those

belomged 1o mrmbe af his
cn , ot Mui
o menlhms that

mummmg“mw
Bangladesh from

o L,nnnnonwaam: ooun
tries represented at the

summit. He 0

. to that, although
b fizlt that the vision of the
Bangladeshi Biman 707
idling on the tarmae, frit-
tering away precious flying
bours, carmiot have helped
[ihaka's canse.

No ane understood PR
better than Lee, “Sa, Imade
o virtue of arriviog by ordi-
:?' commercial aircraft,

thus hely ]
Singapore's Third World
status”, he wrote, |euum:|
ng Indian  readers
Sarojini Maidu's jibe atﬂul
the coat keeplng
Mahatma Gandhi in pover-
ty. Lee went on to advise
imdigent Afro-Asian bead-
ers at least huputupa !Imw
of paverty if th
aven sympathy,
financial assistance,
richer countries. It's an ald
truismn that benefactors
Bl;:mr the recipients of
iy charity to be meek
about what they receive,

\l aloue

elevates the risk of desth among

mnnlyismm

This ramble nto the
readers m\?iﬁ
besh's
by vaa
Few

Inllg and o deeply on its
destiny. Meeting a bare
three months after Fazlul
Hug's historic  Lahove
Resalution of March 1930, a
juint seasion of g}J
Legiskative Arsemhbly
decided 12590 l.l\at I.f (he

ﬁﬁmam ﬂu.newDoﬂs

titicm, with West Hersg-
Elarjniuhlg India's Cansti-
tuent Assembly. Another
meeting of ondy Fast Ben-
mal lowislators declded -
5 that the peovince should
ot be partitioned, and by
107-3 that East Bengal
shauld jodn Pakistan if Par-
titbon  proved inevitable,
Sylhet decided on July 6,
1947 o secedde from Assam
and join East Bengal
Meanwhile, there was of
course  the  Muslim
e Inirect
Action Day (August 16,
Eﬁmlmmepm mw;lh

IJlm nomrlnus
Moakhali massacre.

As mentioned, the fail-
ures were twofold, (me

Partition.
East Benpgal's long
Img Mu!].tmigea!mm the
ryods, would escape the
of Hindu zam-
SRR
That did not happen, al-
though zamindari abali-
tion was ane of Fast Pak-
istan's first laws. Tradi-

ﬂh.mnlyn'nm\\‘est[‘n.k:
stan. The second fallure

o —

I CAl
QeE CLEARLY...
oU PROTECT
YOURQELF

Will troubled past retar
Bangladesh’s future path?

was in 1971 when the pro-
mise of lberation was

‘betrayed to some extent by
a new class of petit bour-
geclsie hasineasmen

some, but not all, from
‘eel Pakistan) who com-
prised the new elite and
seemed closer to obsouran-
tist [slamist forces behind
fmu]u];ke the Jamast-e-Is-
i and Harkatul-Jihkad-
Bangladesh.

In spite of the commend-
able economic achiave-
ments under Sheikh Has-
ina, therefore, civil society
remained unliberated. At
the same time, the secular
Bangladeshi  leadership
was under t extre-

‘mist pressure, Whethar or
nn(mels.lmuu: State group
ihle, the mrbu-
Ienm tween 2019 and
H0E, when msnyml]amt
and atheist writers, blog:
i and puh].mhera wnre
illed. warned that terror-

b]nnd,v head. Fanaticism
culminated in the July 1,
HlG attack by &vegummeu
an the Hol.ey Artisan Cafe
I Dhaka'’s upmarket Gul-
shan district when 22 peg-
ple, mostly foreigners,
were killed, Now, the heads.
af seme of Sheikh Hasina's
high-ranking supporters
are beginning to roll.
Where o med? W
he i, one doubis
N Peare Prize-winner
Muhsmmad Yunus can
h;mﬁlf provide the soack
of firm yet sympathetic
gn\.emmem Bangladesh
meeds. the strength is
that of the military, the
1\&!.'!1“2 may be no di it
drom of Hussain
M\:Jmnnmd]lvshadnrzlx-
ur Rahman, both former
‘military dictators who
ruled the counry,
Meanwhile, India must
be wary of reports of anti-
Hindu sentiment sweepkng
Bangladesh's 64 districts
and of the RSSlnked
Hindu Jagran Manch's
N\rhm!demsnd for asliver
eshi territoey to
'he converted into a Hindn

homeland.

Never before has the dan-

been greater of India

E&giﬂ'mg Atself as & Hindn
Pakistan. What India and
the entire region vitally
need i secnlar stability,
0L &N sggnmmu of
s farvour.

The writer is a senjor
Journalist, coltnnmist
and author

LETTERS

DON'T USE BALLOONS

dd alot o
¢ and gaiety to
an. We have
using them since
I:Jng for different festiv-
Ities including Indep-
andence Dc‘ly Howevar,
they cau [: derable
nviron-

. and not
biodegradat It would
be an irony if we were
0 show our patriotisr
to the nation and at
same time pollute it
with pla

Let us pledge to

the use of
Independence
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

INDECENT LANGUAGE

IT 18 SHOCKING that while accus-
ing Kamala Harris of stealing his
ideas, his rival in the ensuing pres-
idential elections in the US,

Donald Trump, has stooped down
to the lowest of all lows, by nsing

the uncouth filthy lanpuage and
calling her a fking and
President Biden “a broken down

pile of crap™ His outbursts expose
the really corroded metal of which
he is made and one really wonders
whether the ericans
should have a person of the type of
Mr Trump who has no values in
him as their President again,
‘Tharcius 8,

Chennal

GOODBYE MINISTER

THE COUNTRY has lost not just an
astute politician but alse an excep-
tlonal orator and writer whose
influence extended far beyond the
political arena. Former diplomat
and foreign minister K. Narwar
Singh's political career, marked by
MUMErOULS upsamﬂ downs, reflacted
his resiltence, What set him ApArt
was his ability to infuse enthusi-
asm and inspiration into his writ-
ings. His autcblography, One Life
Iz Not Enough, ﬁ a particularty
compelling read.

Sankar Paul
Chakdaha, West Bengal

af. g the

William Joe

Reducing anaemia
in women could
boost India’s GDP

v&imnl’anm Indis wh.u'ewmnm equal
hlhugmy af growth and national

menml.t{ dwm‘q%mnﬁg

recenﬂ,ymﬁnssd Budget 202825, The Ge'nder
anﬂ!ﬂmﬂdmmdﬂnmﬂ
centric

othvers and infants. Fifty-seven per cent of Indian
i TS
wmngedheluun]smwg::umcm
‘this i an unrecognised souree of increased cxpen-
diture on healthcare by both houssholds and gov-
ernments, both at the Central ad the state levels,
An mﬂy]:mnmmnaieﬂeﬂ anaemia cm be
seen in our overall social and econcmic

schemes,
aummn(uurmpﬂ oot from 202:3-24, cross-
I the 24-lakh-crore mark.
Mmi]&‘mmk&wwmhmcﬂﬂc&l
{mctors for women ‘s empowerment, including ed
t&m}nﬂﬂlmduumﬂm Whihsal:hnfmm
alements are inerlinked, it mmgnheslhat nuiri-
tian serves 48 4 cornerstone for
aﬂ:s:c[nf:m individual's Life. Adi e 5
y emsur] e calorie
mm’“@h HWh‘gmlizeum!nmdh
Aol i
: halbenges m{ﬂhﬂ i
atand out a8 majar o a5 our
body's  functioning  in varions  forms,
Ph ically, anasinia h characterised
ysjnlogm bload ul.lnw

these, iron

Sustainahle Goal 5, which aims for
gender aquality and the smpowerment of all
women and girls by 20 With the tarpet desdline
st half a decade sway, India hag o critieal oppar-
tunity to furn its commitments into concrete
acmnshy investing in the health of adolescents

is rich

] g
E\mmmy and the overall national GDE. The
‘orldl Henlth Organisation (WHO) estimates that,

SR T S

qnf‘tbnimmmdhigh]l

the urgen: the need
for timely and strategic action. DT

{:]hammgwnummﬂrn o combiat this
miummmmmlﬂnfmnmnud individu-

als. Effiactiy can ensare that girks and
WomEn eampﬂr with the serviees and consume
available

Widely disseminated and accessible infoms-
tiom, whether the schoal curric-

angemiz is a key
hltunlvm such as Anaeria
the Saksham Anganwadl &

micranutrient

mmm

Poshan L0 programme integrate
mmdenc{widﬂzhwmm and exempli-
fy the Indian government's ool it to o
ayele apq;mch to nutrition. By hmt:ng m
Wamen's e&]mmdllmsglngpwgrmﬁ
enhanee gig

community participation, India
Mnﬂy:ﬁnummhmmmuﬁrhur

SDGs deadline, this 15 &
u‘iuca!mnmmthrlnﬂhmmm its comumitments

m&;m mhmmahetﬂ.hler.m

D Willism Joe is an assistan! profbssora the
Institute of Economie Growth, New Delhi
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Malpractices in exams

THE WIDER

ANGLE.
Zero tolerance, use of tech needed to curb them
PARAN BALAKRISHNAN
—
Mancj Pandey ust when you thought it couldn't
getworse for Bussian President
wioexamination-related Viadimir Putin, it has, The
news hogged the headlines Ukrainians have turned the
recently — the NEET tables on thelr enenry and seiized
examination paper leak and the 1,000 km of Russsian teeritory in Kursk

likely compromuse of the
UGC-NET exam, Thay makes one

province, the biggest enemy incursion
into Russia since World War 11 Can the

wonder whether the agencics already overburdened Ukrainian
conducting the exams were military retain its gains? Every moment
incapable of preventing thess won the battlefield is fraught with risks.
malpractices, and whether the PRESSURE. To ace the exam Travel away from the cooler
students/candidates selected in Russian-Ukrainian plains to the heat of
the previous examinations are when the matter is taken to the the Middle East. lsrack appears

above board. courts, the judiciary too often determined vo fight a multi-frong war

The malaise ks decp, and there
are many factors that have
contributed to it. The huge
number of students job aspirants,

takesa mekur fl:!r example,
by seeking specif
which is tywully NOLeasy Lo
collect in such cases.

with Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollahin
Lebanon. It'salso slapped the Iranians
«on the face by assassinating the Hamas
chief Ismail Handyeh in Tehran, The

g into lakhs, i any testing Politicians seldom bother to Iranians, who don't .l;;lpmrmbe keen o
agency's nightmare, Exams have I‘mdiunf-trnnsulmnn!. Usually an all-out conflict with a stron,
1o be conducted withina aprobeis ordened, action is taken adversary, are figguring how l:rmn!u up
time-frame and at many centres against 4 few, a committee of witha measured response to the

he country. itoring 1, and assassination — because a response o
eachcentre becomes difficult. sometimes the candidates who sucha strong provocation carrled out on

suffered are compensated. Aftera

it soil there must be, Meanwhile, all of

think . bl

THE TRIGGERS brieflull, another examination ‘West Asiais on edge.
The high stakes Inclmn'ng:n I':ul; and Tl‘lcpo!mr.li class Putin faces the worst possible
that ilemma with the Kursk
s«un:sasrnlmnpmﬁ*ssmﬂ ThL rhulmmr(c\trﬂhm‘l, wounter-invasion. In June, he sadd at the
; Shanghai Cooperation Organization
induces p-t:opl‘. loadopt.an p Turther crodesthe: system's (SCO) summit in Kazakhstan he was G

for, unfair means, The sockal

capacity lo.ubdrcsx corruption in
Court

willing to take forward a peace pact

before a peace poker game begins. Kursk

fowcuis was on bringing back the lsracli

Alvernatively, he could spark a larger war

stigma against 1 e (e maostly hammered out between the two ‘hasa particularly bittersweet resonance  hostages who had been brutally seized. that could engulf the entire Mideast
misdeeds has become 1 aptly obsery L1f|n1hc\["F‘l'paru sides in Turkey earlier, “These in Russian military history, The Battleof  Butthe global sympathy wave wore off region from Iran and Yemen all the way
weak. Also, the vulnerability of leak case that even a 0,001 per agrecments remain on the table and can Kursk in 1943 invol Su‘l!(‘n:mmn uEid'I?':Lsimrlumsshud itals and to Israel and Lebanon. Israel itself has
the legal and policing systems cent negligence is oo lmldl. The used as a basis for continuing ‘tanks and 900, e | its broad artack on Gaza, come o long way from the democratie
encourages malpractices, Thus, When the number of candi fations,” Putin told deleg; number of Russian tanks and lmups It turning the territory intoan apocalyptic  Middle East bastion that its founders
strong demand, coupled wit runs into lakhs, even this minute Russians insist the US and the UK was a decisive urning point inthe war landscape where food and water are wanted it tobe, Instead, brutality to
easily available edfers of error would mean many worked together to scupper the deal, and the start of the retreat that ended in scaree and 39,000 people, mostly Palestinian prisoners i becoming
back-door entry and low undeserving candidates ('.uuld:nn-.lpwmumm\cbocn Berlin, The Ukrainians also know the civilians, have been killed, common and senior politiclans openly
d.ctcmn:c p'rtmdml’rrtﬂr qualifying. That begs the struck? There were still many loose cmals blmi\'hmu[\\-hnd\\’al llsoshmﬂd defend it on TV talk shows,
tom: Are there no practical Tbut cructally, both sides agreed Russia they g decy NETANYAHLU ON THE OFFENSIVE What's common in both Ukraine and

tcs\l ng ngmclcswv:rr mtutlomwcurbmm related woulld retain the Crimea which it into Russia? Netanyahu beads a fragile coalition lsrael ks that the Americans are cither

zero-tolerant, they could have malpractices? [ will Hst just two, invaded in 2014. Crimea's ports are vital When Hi Baunched ¢ gely i diffe [ unable or unwilling 1o bring both these

dealt with the menace. However,
il T

Itis common lmcwvbudgu that
1

d by the

for the Russian Black Sea fleet and for
merchant shipping. Ukraine, in turn,

uncontested attack on lsrael last
October, countries around the world

ultra-hardline right-wingers. The
eriminal cases against him are moving

Infindrely dangerous wars toan end.
Many people optimistically assumed the

considereda routine bureaveratic  UPSC and S5C, :mdthrjt!l and could join the European Union trading shared lsraclis’ grief and anger. The slowly through the courts but the 15 would want tochean the global state
exercise, needing no reforms. l.r\Thnu genrm]h rr Tblos but net NATC or any other military consensas is be won't st long once the and end both these wars before te
What 3 of failed alliance. Inevitahly, there were WAr'S over, presidential elections later this year,

isundeserving candidates getting
entry into institutions of higher
learningand in government jobs.
Such entrantsare likely to keep

CAT, modern l:chnuln:g}' has.
been in use for years now, which
has made it diffscult for examinees
o cheat. Technology helps testing

stumbling points with Russia
dema uullns Ukraine leave Donetsk,

Many people optimistically
assumed the US would
want to clean the global

Thisweek, the Israelis shocked the
world by bombing a Gaza school, It
doesn't appear even the US, Iﬁ:u-l'

hedl

benel: can bring

Now it books like they mary not be trying
hard enough o end the Russia-Ukrine
war and they cannat restrain Netanyahs.
Pa. i Have been

indulging in corrupt practices. agencies better monitor wlear there' senuu“hglound for talks to slate d end both these \ctnnvnhumu!du:asﬂvbnnghas nl'mu!nnrdh\'lhewwsadrmhmhuw
Waorse, theyare seen as role individuals and pm«m: and start. wars before the idential suwwmancmmua’cm thearres, And the world can't figure how:
moddels by other asp It quickly \m it lnol(glllermuLkmnc % < I P toresolve these erises in very different
would not be an ex ration to new mc(hnd.wtmn]pﬁ thoe. ffes i pe to gakn | ag elections later this vear rcmaamngh(magessllilwuhl{am:u_ corners of the world.
say that the system fails when An even better way is to have x
examinations fail. examinations in many tiers, as ks

The sundry cascsof paper leaks - dome by the UPSC and SSC.
and mp that Though crimi dicates can TTATIST A { ishnan Short Take
inthe media are only the npurlhc penctrate all levels, the chanie of STATIS I“LR (.} g | I
icebery, Having worked in the their success go down drastically a8 CreN TOW
LSO Ead S50 St Seleetion nas credit growth

Commission], | can say that most
major job-rekated exams fail in
stopplig malpractices, And some
fail in selecting the most suitable
candidutes, even if there is no
malpractice as such.

In many cases of mass-copying
and papcrlcala_lvs(mp cles
and the police 3
pnvbl«'mmen npuﬁlm- angtles, and

with cach step. A new law canal
act asa quick-fix,

However, exam malpractices
wolld go only if govertinients,
testing agencies and the political
leadership decide vo take the bull
by the horns,

The weiter s an ee-bemiser, S1af] Selection
Commission. He earfer served inthe UPSC as

Smartphones

and quicker deliveries to drive India's e-commerce

India's e-commerce market is $62 billion (a5 of CY 2023). It grew faster especially post the pandemic at a CAGR of
28 per cent between 2020 and 2023, However, as far as e-commerce penetration is concerned, India lags behind
global pears, There is massive headroom for e-commerce growthe By CY 2027, India's e-commence market [s likely to
grow to $140 billion at a CAGR of 23 per cent. E-commerce penetration is estimated to touch 9-11 per cent of retail by

then, This is expected to be made possible by a couple of factors

e-commerce lead imes.

How India's retail market compares worldwide

inereased smartphone usage and declining

India®s headroom for e-commerce

weaker than expected
rlwmrg Haows
hina's credit expanded less than
C expected in July despite the
central government s monetary

casing, during what's traditionally s
wieak maonth for financimg activities.

Swrary Wetall market W Retall spend wetall market 4 penetration is sizea .
ey ipblock’s Sraable Aggregate financing, 0 broad measure of
{5 Billlion) (LHS) per capita fn §) (RRS) a5 % of GDP
i ecoitsionlisoki il credit, increased 771 billion yuan,
5400 5 13.000 Clina S— s according to Bloomberg calculations of
8 .2 e H . 4800 10,800 5 data released by the People's Bank of
[h‘"h”“‘l“l’“hl nc"‘bll"t ‘ ) m a1 China on Tuesday, That compares with a
TWENTY VE - 3 T . s o Lerillion-yuan median forecast by
i LARS Alx AY. economists ina Bloomberg survey, an
WEN h ) TODAY wo 2 5200 y o b it locmbérg saricyc d
" 01 an inerease of 53 fon yuan int
August 14, 2004 00 (15 18 1000 MR E‘“'h" :Hu! same month ayear
odiL l A I s m R, SouthExsi Avla S The PROC cut a string of interest
Warburg Pincus offioads 3.35 pe in Bharti Tele for T960 cr EF FEFF - L., rates in July in an att 10 boost
Private equity fund Warburg Pincus has officaded a 3.35 per cont equity stake g & ée 5 = india i3 confidence and demand. Central and
in Biharti Tele-Vertuses for about $200 millon (around 1940 crore) to bring 2 ; lncy 2027 Lr lecal governments are also set to
down s holding in the telecom company to 15,17 per cent. The compary had & asceelerate bond sales in the coming
ted chose o $300 million four 1o pick ] it 4tk months, which will help push up the low
:::,‘, Sho0 03300 Moo Sucencl Mo I Db el canc il Growth driver 1: Smartphene usage and internet access in India Growth driver 2: Average e-commerce ofbrex l'n‘m.littuthcpufvn'::mf\'. e
a5 ol population delivery time in India Nomber m‘m Bevond seasonal fuctuations, China's
ITC, hotel subsidiaries to Smartphang users People with access w Onine U"""" barrewing has kept slowing over the past
TTE Ltd has decided to consolidate its hotels business and has accordingly i o s, i 1 maraslmmhnkrlsmm-dmkmgm
proposad to amalgamate its whally owned ITC Hotels Ltd and other hote! L] o & miore morigages while ¢ prolonged
subsidiaries with the main campany. ITC had already merged Bhadrachatam _"D £ housing downgurn takes atollon
Faperboards Ltd with the main company to posigion itsef as a leader in the | H incomes. After years of rapid debr
paperboards market a3 " build-up, autheritics are inding it
T H 3 difficult toengineer the kind of credit
n-trading norms being reviewed: Bajpai ! ? booms thar once propelled China. That's
The Securities and Exchange Board of india (SEBT) ks reviewing margin-lending i = 1 o lomger the goal, however, 1% Beijing
narms to g response to ystem. The qualifying craeria for _«Arl I shifts the economy towards high-tech
participation in Indian depesitony receipts (1DRS) woukd also be re-looked W6 2017 018 2019 2020 2021 ”” 3‘"3 ingand away from property
before the guideline are hinaksed, said Mr GN Bagai, Chairman, SEBI Toource, Usicommerr Enbyaen LI | P and infrastructure-driven growth,
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2503
EASY NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
1, Like a dareded (3) 1. Saeve () 1 ) pof sk g iphur! (8) 1. Shoot one hull of holes, which i a ticklish problem (6)

4. Sour, biting (4)
8. Owing (3)

9. Not robust (5)
10 Paing gun at (33
mn

. Ark, coffer (5)
3, involhentarily stop,
as engine {5)
5 The brainbax (7}
Inprng (7) 6 Musical meite (6)

4.1t will help to hold third of incisors when biting (4)

8 Expected it should be settled now (3)

9, Be unsuecesshul at holding the right, being weak (5)

10, This maxy be ane's purpase at one in the morming (3)

11, The mistake in the printed word i not metapharical (7)

2. A st of viels made up of ribs? {5)

3. How engine will stop and play for time (5}

5. Bonehead in reverse order of parts, could it bet (7)
&, 1t mutes what st 10 dry (6)

7. Embroidered with energy, American labour gets

pelting
12. Salt water (5) 7. Enlarged an 12 In French cheese the nitrogen tastes salty (5) date wrong {10}

13, Timpani {11} oy (10) 13, Met Turks led astray by percussion instruments (1) 9. Trees to come tumibling down before anything
17. Banter {5) 9. To begin with (5.2.3) 17. Refuse 1o banter, as i's comy (5) el (52.3)

18 Preparer of meat (7) 14. Shoukler-piece (7) 18, O the other hand It's not cheap in France 1o kill people (7) 14 Unifarm part the East gots with a let-up worked
20 Be sick (3) 15, Untidy writing (6 20, Be sick of an oil there's no shortage of (3) ot (7

21, Enticed (5)

22, Knock with knuckles (3)
3, Items auctioned (4)

24, Keops obstinately on (8)

6. Vine fruig (6}

18 Flat-bottamed
craft (5)

1% Has on charter {5}

21, Mewiee driver on forbidden tum, smbarrassed when tempted (5)
22 Wnock taken by the one wha takes the blame (2)

23, Masses of things that come under the hammer (4)

24, Father leaves the papers: s on the way back and keeps on (&)

15. Write loasely of hirst of seammers and his stroke (&)
16, Livaks epen-maithed, helding the right frui (5)

18 Puth one’s way through this beard at edige of gable (5)
15, Takes on man to rowt sheriff very lowdly dsmissed (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2502

ACROSS 1. intensely 5 Pie 7. Cubse 8 Ticklish 10, kcecream 11, Fair 33 Eyeld 15 Steers 18, Hops 19, Computer 22 Stranger 23, Knot 24 End 25. Patriarch
DOWN 1. incine 2. Table 3, Eliah 4. Yoke & Primate 6. Ether 9 Braid 12. Steps 14, Expired 16 Stretch 17, Potent 18, Haste 20, Tenor 21, Snip
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Impact of institutional stigma on Dalit
business owners’ earning capacity

Alook at how the earning capacity of business owners vary even within marginalised communities due to social stigm

Such stigmia adversely

affects the economic opportunities of Dalic business ommers, who experience lower income levels compared to other disadvantaged communities

Rebecea Rose Varghese

s not

Explaining income gaps ﬁr
stigmatized-caste business owners in
India’, PLoS ONE 19(8), 2024

ceording to the “Income and

Wealth Inequality in India™

report published by the World

Inequality Laby this year, the
top 1% of Indians received 22,6% of the
natboriad income in 2022, a significant
imcrease from 11,5% in 1951, Meanwhile,
the income shire for the bottom 50%
dropped from 20.6% in 1951 10 15% in
2022, and the middle 40% saw their share
dedine sharply from 42.8% to 27.3% over
the same period.

Reports analysing income inequality in
India have been on the rise, While many
studies focus on how economic and social
discrimination affect people’s abili
||||pmn.- their economic mobi

role of stigma in income inequality among
Dalits, specifically focusing on business
owners, Factors like social and human
ital significamly influence economic
capital, but it is erucial to understand
how effectively Dalits can leverage these
resources compared to other
disadvantaged communities due to the
unique impact of stigma, Through
quantitative analysis, the authors pm\-'idt'
an in- ~dipth examinatdon of how systemic
stigm ion impacts the i
status of Dalit business owners, While
::[mtlts.hi\.lm.lmigrrms alsn face
alomg b c lines such

assoctated with being a Dalit sccording to
the authars, further restricts access to
resources and opportunitics, leading to
even greater economic disparities,

Institutionalised stigma

A central theme of the research is the
concept of institutional stigma, which is
defined as the stigma ascribed to
individuals based on their demographic
group membership, This stigma operates
subitly through interconnected social
miechanisms, reflecting societal power
dynamics and serving as a tool for
dominam groups to exen control over
marginalised communities, The prejudice
resulting from stigma is perpetuated
throwgh multiple “Institutionalised"
channels, including access to resources,
opportunities, and individual digmity.
Such stigma adversely affiects th
economic opportunitics and outcomes for
Dialit business owners, who, due to theie
historically marginalised stams,
z'xpengnqc lower Illmme levels mmpamd
o other disack This

Methodology

Using data from the India Human
Development Survey (THDS) of 2011,
which includes data on caste, business
ownership, and income, the stedy
emphoys Ordinary Least Squares (OLS)
regresshon models to analyse income
disparities amaong business-owning
households. The survey has covered over
42,000 households from different
demographic groups, in 373 districts
across India. The survey shows that 21%
(8,800 households) own at least one
non-farm business, that are mostly a
micro ar small business, with an income
around 21 lakh, annually,

Moreover, 1o assess the impact of social
and himan capital on economic
outcomes, the study uses business
income as the dependent variable,
measured as the total income from a
houschold's business. Given that business
Income data can be skowed, a
wransformation is applied to stabilise
variance and normalise the distribution.

systemic stigmatisation restricts their
access to resourees and opportunities,
hindering their economic advancement.

Defining capitals
To understand how societal factors affect
Dalit business owners” sconomic
progress, it's crucial to explore the roles
of social and human capital. Social caplal
encompasses the networks and
relationships individuals leverage for
sovhil mobility, divided into bonding and
bridging types. Bonding social capital
refers to tes within one's immediae

ity, such as family and friends,

as gender, race, .md caste, the stigma
against Dalits exacerbates their l.'U.I!IUIIl|C
challenges, For instance, women frce
Tiiring and wage discrimination, losing
abowt half a job level and 15% in witges,

and similar Ineomse dispari ect
racial minorities, LGET individuals, and
those from disadvantaged social
backgrounds. However, the stigma

THE DAILY QUIZ

while bridging social capltal involves

oo ions beyond communities,
Institwtional stigma tends to worsen the
economic disadvantages faced by Dalits,
especially at higher levels of bridging
soctil capital, due 1o Inereased out-group
prejudice. Human capital, by contrast,
focuses on individual capabilities such as
education and professional skills,

Institutional stigma is captured with a
dummy variable, distinguishing Dalit
households, Social capital is evaluated
through the number of professions a
household has personal connections with
— such as doctars, politicians,

institutional stigma has a negative
correlation with business income,
Moreover, while social capital is generally
advantageous, it has]ussimp.m on Dalit
buskness owners' aln!n) 0 earn moge

4 1o other busi . This
Is particularly true because Dalits must
bridge social capital, and cultural and
normative barriers hinder their ability to
benefit from these connections, even
when they exist, Though the anthors
imktially hypothesise that human capital
can mitigate income disadvantages for
Dalit businesses, the data analysis reveals
atherwise, While luman capital ks crucial
in influencing income outcomes and
benefits business owners from both
stigmatised and non-stigmatised
communities, it is insufficient 1o
overcome the income disadvantage
resulting from institutional stigma for
Dalit entrepreneurs, This finding
uitderscores the limitations of hiuman
capital in addressing systemic
inequalities.

The findings must be considered
within the context of their limitations. For
instance, the authors note that the
Indicator of social capital ks somewhat
coarse, as it captures data on people’s
COMNECHONS to variows groups and
but does not measure the

! . lawyers, busd
uwnon. ha.nl:.rs :lllrljcmmn]ksls - and
includes bridging social capital while
controlling for bonding social capital.
Human capital is represented by the
highvest leviel of adult eduwcation in the
household, and is used both as a contral
wariatle and in interactions to west its
effect on mitigaring Income disadvaniages
related to institutional stigma.

Stigma and income

The study reveals various findings on how
stigma alfects an individual's capacity 1o
earn, highlighting the complex interplay
between soctal and human caphal Is
context, Dalit business own 1 less

fumiber or st rength of thise connections,
Despite these limitations, the study makes
asignificant contribution to the discourse
on economic inequality. By
demonstrating that earning capacity
wvilries even among stigmatised
communities due to the stigma and
perceptions attached 1o certain groups,
the paper highlights the inadequacy of
gcmm] or m\m-fs.ll puhcl:sami
e in i these

Itunderseores the need for tailored
policies that cater to the specific needs of
each community, Thus, a more nuanced
..wm.nh is esseanaI to ensure thit

Is from 1 groups can

than their counterparts from other
disachvantaged communities as

ascend the economic mobility ladder,
The author is a freelance jourmalist,
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Please send b yDur answers to
dailyguiz@ihehindu.coin

The Independence Day of Pakistan is annually observed on August 14. Here is a
quiz on the day, and the movements that led to this day

n

FROM THE ARCHIV

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian

“What i% the difference between awful
and awesome?”

“1will tell you a story. Long, Jong ago,
there was a king. He wis an awful king.
People were awdully afraid of him. He had
a queen who was awfully good. The king
was awfully good to her sometimes but
sometimes treated her awfully, But his
courage and strength were such that he
inspired awe in others, He was awesome,
He was awfully proud of his strength.”

“I5 this a long story?”

“Awcfully long. But | will cur it short,
One day, @ snake bit the king and he died.
The queen wept for joy and died two days
Later bitten by the same awful snake”

“An awful story!™

“Good. You have used the word awful
correctly. Awful’ originally meant
“awe-inspiring. it no longer has thart
meaning. Now awesome’ ks used in the
sense of ‘awe-inspiring.’ It is an awesoms
spectacle. ‘Awful’ means ‘homrible or
unpleasant.” He is an awful fillow. She has
awful manners, It also means ‘excessive,
large.” He has an awful lot of admirers.
am i an awful hurry o go, Awiully'
means ‘very.' He is awfully nice. The
pheture was avwfully bad. When it is not
followed by an adjective, awliilly means
“in an unpleasant or horrible way”, He
behved awfuliy”

“These are tricky words, aren't they?™

“Yes. Mote that the Sawe” in awful’
doesn't have an e, but it hasan ¢’ In
“awesome”

“"Why do we have such awful
spellingse”

“Lddon’t know, By the way, “awful,!
“awfilly are used generally in
conversation. They are not used in formal
writing. ‘Awesome" can be

* Otbuu |Sd Furmal ward which
means ‘serving no useful purpose,
unnecessary.” This is used of words, ideas,
ete. Example: Perhaps he thought that to
be immortal, a speech should be eternal.
He gpoke for a very long time. He kept on
repeating whatever he had said earlier.
His otiose remarks irritated the audience.

The first "o’ in the word is pronounced
Iikee the 0" In home, the ‘W Is pronounced
likee the 't in *nation, the second ‘o s
propounced like the ‘0" in home,’ and ‘se’
is pronounced ‘5. The stress is on the firsg
syllable. Shall we discuss o spelling rule?”

“Juest one, please.”

“Last wul: 1 said that words ending in
sibent ‘e’ following & consonant drop the
“e’ when the "¢’ s followed by a suffix
ing with a vowel. Believe # able -
ble. But “singe’ and ‘dye’ retain the
" when lmh:we;l by singeing,
dyeing, ‘Singe” means “to blacken by

buming”

The ‘ge’ Is pronounced *j' as in judge.

Iy ans ‘1o colour something by

dipping it in lquid.” The "¢’ in these two
words is retained so that the words can be
distinguished from “singing’ and “dying.’ |
will stop here. You are yawning."

“Thank you.”

Published in The Hindu on fanuary 1,
1993

Sindhu Nagara) s Questions and Answers to the previous day’s

QUESTION 3 daily quiz: L. The U5, taok the top spot in the WO rd Of the d ay
b The Daménian of Pakistan was an medals table for the fourth time by winning the final lota:
QUESTION 1 indepéndént fedeval dominian In the gold in this svent. Ans: Women's basketball atiny or scarcely detectable amaunt

2. Theso countrigs won their first-ever Gold medals,
Ans: inica and 1

3. These many National Olympic Committees werne
represented. Ans: 206 USae: theve's notanina of tnath in what
4, Of thi 32% medal events, there were these many i says

women evints and miked. gender events. Ang: 152
women's events and 20 mixed-gender events

5, Swapnil Kusale and Aman Sehrawat won medals in
these events. Ans: Men's 50 matre rifle three
positions event and Freestyle wrestling 5Thg.

This wirs a political movement in the first
hall of the 20th century that aimed for the
creation of Pakistan from the
Muskm-magodity areas of British Indza.
This was bed by lhc Allinddia Muslim
League under the leadership of this
barrister and mll‘:(ﬁlﬂ. known as the
ereator of Pakistan, Mame the movement,
and the person responsibile for it.

British Commanwealth of Nations, which
existed from August 14, 1947 to March 23,
1356 What happened in 19567

SYNONYIMS: sheed, scintilla, smidge, whit

[

QUESTION 4

This was the boundary demascated by the
twa boundary commissians for the
provinces. of Punjab and Bengal during the
Partition of India. The term is also used for
the entive beundary between India and

Pronunciation: bittyiotaprs

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jaraota

QUESTIONZ Pakistan, What is It called? 6. The connection between Leon Marchand, Modlie

The event of Partition was brought farth ~ OrCallaghan, and Tosri Huske. Ans: The most

by the Indian Independence Act 1947 QUESTION S decorated athletes at the Games with Marchand

under which the British Raj gave In 1940, a formal political statement was winning four gelds ’1

Independence to the Dominion of prasented, which calted for the creation of 7. China swept all the eight gold medals on offer in For feedback and suggestions for
Pakistan which comprised West Pakistan an independent state for Muslims, which this event. Ans: Diving Text & Context, please write to
and East Pakistan, What are the eeentually helped lead to the creation of | Visual quer Wisual Name this Cuban grappler. Ans: Mijain Lépex letters@thehindu.co.in

Early Birds: M. Suresh Kumar Tamal Biswas|
Vaibhanshi Chaudhary| Joseph Nelson| Sarvesha Das

H »

Identify this man, In what capacity, has he served with the subject ‘Text & Contest’

Pakistan after independsncs? THE HINGU ARCHIVES

present-day equivalents of thess two Pakistan in 1947, What is this statement
pravinces? called?



The Elon-Don Show,
Confirming, Revealing

‘X Pe Charcha' threw up two dissonances

Whien the world's richest person and the world's brashest
ehlt-chat, people Hsten . On Monday eve.
X Pe Charcha® between Elon and Don was
both eonfirming and revealing. Trump wasat hisfamill-
arbrazen ‘best’, promising the largest deportationeffort
evor seent in this country’, while (correctly) deseribing
Biden's exit from the presidential vace asa ‘coup’. Onhis
part, the Tesla-SpaceX boss reconfirmed his endorse
meemt of Trump, evenasthe latter said Tesla makes "great
prosduets’, but that ‘doesn't menn evorybody should have
anelectric veh Ingldentally, the former pree’s 'Chal
na, Chal-nan, Chal-na' trope was barely touched upon,

Twopolntsof differences within the 2-member mutual
achmiration elub stood out, One, Musk nude o piteh foe
EVs, stating, 'Whenyou lookat [Tesla) cars, wedon't bell-
ovir that environmental s, that earing about the envis
ronment, should mean that you have
to sufer So, woe make sure that our
wars nre beautiful, if they drive well,
Ir they're fast, they're, you know,
sexy Remember, Trump is no EVang:
elist, havingearlier vowed to roll back
federal subsidies, Only recently did
hebecome'okay' with EVs, hisimpec-
calilir logie belng: *I'm for electrie beeaise [ hove o b,
you know, because Elon endorsed me very strongly. So, 1
havie o cholee" Two, while Musk advocated for addies-
sing global warming, Trump insisted ‘tho biggest threat
I8 nuelear warming’, Musk is head laughing, thinking
it's a wiseerack. Tramp reiterates, "No, really” adding
that his “Drill, baby drill’ poliey on inereasing domestie
production of oil and gas will continue if elected,

No Elon-Den chit ean be boreftof o senseof the inere.
dulous. This came when Kamala Harrls' opponent dese-
ribed her ‘drawing’ on the latest Time magazine cover
mkbng her ‘Took Hke the most beautiul setress over toll-
v ind “very much ke a great first lady, Melania’, As far
as compliments go, this one's for the X Files. Which can
o Musk's sagging socinl networking service a bigger (a-
vour thin amiese’ plins,

Rankings Can’t Be
Window Dressing

The 2024 National Institutionnl Ranking Framework (NTRFy

Rankbngs, anannei] exereise liselhed 12006 o rank higher

odduention institutions (HEIs), did not have many surprises,

1175 o 1ESe Baungalons tepped the charts yot agabn, Buoyed

by NIRF's sucorss, howevor theministey of skill development

andentreprenearship(MSDE wants tolawneh o simblir exer-
clse for s 15,0001 Tls

WIRF was Inunched asacounter to international HELmnkbngs:

becase the peameters of thess Dets did not teflect the Indion

contest, It was moant i b rol bl tool fir students to mako (n.

formesd ehalees about institutions and courses, It was hopoed that

NIRF would spir competithon, pushing instinstions to improve:

o compete nternationally Mow, elght yo-

arsdown the Hne, Gol mist assess whether

KIRF has stoceaded in rabsing standirds,

unlshiod R&EE conpedition, helped diive

rusauroes for the bostpossible outcomes,

imprevesd nesdemie output md collabaora.

T Feozonvie Tiaes

e, el Laninclyed now peer-eviewed pub-
I PAESC

lieations and internstionalised

Feankings must be more tham an anmual validation
e ket g fool, So, MSDE mise st d
poes for ranuke g 7L, T bbgeest challengs for 1T 1s the In:
ability to attroct studonts - 43% encolment rato in priv
mannged [Tl and 57% o povernment-managesd ones nuh-
6% af senior secondary-Jevel students opt for vocational edu-
catlon, The proposed ranking shoeuld be able to spur intaks,
without which theve s Hitthe kel ihood of seceleratod invest.
ments wnd industey linkages o lmprove these Iuathors,
Unless such ranking exercises help to improve the quality of
Inatiiutions, students and faeulty and encourage innovation,
ey will remain vanity exerclses,

Partying on independence Day Eve,
not just commemarating I-Day

Let’s Twist With

Destiny Tonight

Amwmrmmrn- < otion into s mochani
ol gesture i to mike clrtery, Dot |
11 yous canand sk the citizens of theSoviet Undonwhatthey
musdde of Victory Day ‘celebrations” with rousing specches
ancd rmareh posts, and compare it with, sag Americans colo-
bemting At of July with beer and freworks, and you'll get
what we're tryling to got at, Show g one's patriotism, sape
ainlly onlsth Angust, lsasplendid idoa. Butare Soviet st
tegles, Tike the one belng enforced by Haryana's educatbon
ministry replacing ‘Good morning’, ‘Good afternoan’ with
“shind Hinad from tomiorrow, i geeal idea? Beyond the gestur,
enforelng Jal Hind' will Ukely romain justa, well, gesture.
Intend, why not instituthonal lse whnt many nestaurants
and dinkng establishiments do amyway? Make 1Dy o glant
mﬂ!’l‘nr all c‘lllr.m: Inwmlumhhl(m Jndlldvd Fbrlll!
s It wais  genudng cause for ww‘w Merrymaking ls nno
wiy antithetical to showeastng one's happiness and pride.
W suiggest that tonlght, wo all eéfebrate 1-Day Evis, ol Just
oammemarate | D with our eelebratory mo-
tles of choloe — whather vin libationsor muske, daneingorfis
nsting. Every August Hith-15th night, wo should have ouran-
yausael twrist with desting O full party-mode, notout of duty,

The Edit Page

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | KEW DELNI ¢

GURGAGN | WEDNESDAY | 1 AUGUST 2ui

Isrecessiononits way? Or are market crash-turned-corrections in global stocks keeping us safe?

INDOWNTURNABBEY

Commodity
Prices a Clue

Swaminathan S Anklesaria Alyar

FE™ he 2t crashof the Japa

nesestock market lust we-

ol fuelled fears of w glo

binl erash, Markety i In:

dim e thie world over ol

s foll. Hut the Japanese market

el bevek W% thie et day, and

e mrkets stabilised, too,

‘i1|ll. the panlc selling for a day

dvteel the faat thist the world

ng from highly infated

st valustions, so traders are ro

iy o stampedi out of Block mar
Kt 0F thay sense s downturn,

Eoomomisis o Tousy af predic.

ot i o b sy

!
list vwo pegessions. But
soretlmes ey are right
In this column. let ma highlight
one donger sgmal most others i
vl I il in
I it -
stanething that alten, though
alwnys, procedes p recesslon, 1
ainly indjeates falling demand
ot slowdown,

srae] dhoswns, bt Is e
[ \!! it § down froan o
peak of ﬁll-’lmm-l in September
dk, Copper has fallen sharply
From n peak of 851716 this Moy 1o
L0 Abuimbiiim is aldo down
ELHOAE this Muy to SE10/1
an his fallen from $E0CdD in
h
hars have Gsllen stondily
[rl:m o ponl Y4001 Inst Nov 10

FEH0 todoy, In agriculln, s
beans are down from o peak of
E1,A0G/ 0 8o §1,009, and wheat from
6,75/ briaghel 1085 95

Warren Buflett's Bogkabilce Hat-
havwny Ties sold stocki mossively to
il n record cnsh honrd of $277
B I the Dask quarter. Pechaps b
s influemeed by the fall in com-
ol ity prices, Heclenry fears
the good tinies have ol and
chancesof omjor de lllm-hnu-ln

rates (oo high for oo lon,
s poing this will

ol restl e
Thisdidn® tlul:pwn I 20233, s

el prodicted, but thiy now
||n1| Lok omes in bt 2024

Tl wareini indientor they eite
i it U spread betwesn o 3mon-
i and 10-year treasury bl has be

come negative sknce Moy
nvge positive sprend 1y
tero sprvd
apellarisk, sadanegaiive spread (s
on, thutigh not always, an tndl
ol neoming reoession

Stutksta Bescarch Group plots a
elhnretof the kelihood of & US ro-
comdion measured by the aprend
bietween th

b

252 (whleh, doubtless, enee

shign thai {1

o your bets

uraged Burfiett o soll), 1t swbsmw
wnnt by el e, but b sti1 g shode
v 50t

Tha warld ecomaniy 18 alowing,
Coopalities has fraciured the go
bal economy seriously, with il
vidual countries puiting ug mar-
ket barriers — above pll mgalnst
China

"
ik on Chinese produats,
vk vetalbatbi from
partners, loading to second
thired-order retnlial lons.

Glolwal delst at unprece.
ademtid loviels, 1ists fenr that
at some polnt, investors will sud
adenby bosa faith i the abdliy of
nuum econamies like m

nable, Wt

Yet

Worst Over?

to Come?

woent Jolts in stock mor
s ghobally hawe midsed a
Arilliondallie question: (s
Ilu-wnrurmw aF YL e
o This hicnost newor is;
wo don't lu\mr o wewold
b therichist poopde inthe workl .
wtoad of writing thisarticle, I'd bers.
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Health cover for all

GST on health insurance should apply on the genuine
profit markup of insurers, rather than gross premium

POLITICAL CONSENSUS weems to be emerging on the need

ta reduce—or even eliminate—the goods and services tax

(GST) on health Insurance policies, which ls cureently levied

at 18% on the gross premium amountAreduction in tax Inel-
dence on endowment life tnsurance policies, where gross premiums
minus the savings are belng taxed on a sliding path, is nfw belng sought,
« Awithae loof d ds from the Opposition, and,
tather unusually, from within the echelons of the government as well,
finance minister Nirmala Sithararam sald in Pacliament recently that
“several suggestions (in this regard) have comeup and 1 shall take (these)
up with the GST Council”, She seemed to imply that the Centre would
have no problem with slashing the tax incldence on these financial ser-
vices, if the state governments were indeed on board. Further, the GST
eate ratlonallsation committee will reportedly meet later this month to
finalisea propesal for 5% GST on both health and life Insurance, and the
council s scheduled to meet on September 9,

But the guestion at hand would not be as simple as it would appear,
Innella bs one of the few countreies in the world to tax Insurance [n an egre-
glous manner — forheath and term policies, the tax bs stillapplied on the
gross premium amounts collected, This is at odds with the concept that
GST as a transactlon tax must apply only on the value additlon at each
unit of the value chain, and Inflates the overall cost of such Insurance. The
proper base of GST should be the netunderwrting income of the lnsurer,
which bs the service {consump! of the p That Is,
premium, as reduced hyc]alms which s profit markup of the lnsurer, 1s
only liable to be taxed, going by the basie tenets of GST. Those parts of the
premium, which are of the nature of savings/investment, are not sup-
posed to be taxed at all. So by a certaln part of the cost of rsk cover, which
the insurance company tends to mitigate for itself via implicit transfers
among the polieyholders,

So,while the current debate is about the high GST rateon health insue-
ance,shifting of the tax to the right base, which could beaslowas 10-15%

EXTILES, FABRICS, AND
apparel have boen centeal
to Iondia's Adentity. In
anclent Greeee and Raby-
lon, the very word “cotton”
Wil rugar:la:laa synonymous with the
country’s mame, The trade of Indian
fabrlcy rnnm-ﬂ ranmd gluml FouLes.
Yot tod
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® WEAVING GLOBAL FABRIC
INDIANEEDS STRONGER FOUNDATION TO BUILD ITS READYMADE GARMENT MANUFACTURING

Export tied up in knots

AMIT KAPOOR

Chalr, Institute far Compatithanms

fnall ',, Warld Trade
itk ot ki dn skt |
Interms of theexport of finlshed clothing,
According to the report, India's clothing
wxpnruIuJuzlanmntodlusmulllh:n,

Trnallawitha § 7,208 milli yabalancs,

Tarnil Mo o raw

b8 a net exporter in textile products, its
readymade garment (RMIO) exports have
buun Iuwuunlnli 241 to

ma l:rhln lunhu lnduan)‘.:llruplunlng
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‘® RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Union rural development minister Shiveaj Singh Chouhan

Rural develapment means good schools, good

panchayat bhawan, good community bhawan,
batter health facilities in the village. That is why
infrastructure is important

exportyto S40billkon by 2030,AEPC estl
mates suggest an additional 1,200 man-
ufacturing units are needed. However,
the current growth rate Indicates that
only around 200 new unkts are lkely to
e establiched by then.

To some extent, geopolitical crises
prevalent all over the world are alio
responaible for India's falling vextile
exports, An FE article published last
month mentloned that globally, frelght
thil‘uﬂl have risen by 40-50%, con

ostof |

tes. Thls leadto delays and higher

while In
:xpnﬂnds»lililllunwunlmf: AN

& I ty, ndlla's [EMG

even more worrylng trend ks that Inedla’s
hatelnwnrd In dloghirain 3013
wins 3, 1%,a rlne of only 0.1% fram 2000,
At the same tirne, Bangladesh went from
2,60 t0 7,90, Currently, it s one o India'.
athernelghbourthat dominates clothing
exparts,Chinawithatotal of § 182 billion
exportsin 2022, captures 31,7 %of world
exports in this sector,
The aforementioned outlock paints
a pleture where alarm bells are ringing
for India in clothing export (It can alse

However, India has iome Important
competitive advantages, There Is sasy
avallability of raw materlal for apparel
manufacturing India produced 23,8 30
of the world's cotton In 2022-23.And it

of the premiums in most cases, would be the mast of
This would help malke health insurance more affordable, and arrest the
trend of people going for policies providing inadeguate cover. Besides,
Input tax credits must be made available to a host of hospital charges as
denlal of these credits alio artificlally jacks up premium,

The government spends over €7,000 erore a year to run the Pradhan
Mantri [an Arogya Yojana that seeks to provide a decent health coverof
5 lakh to 550 milllon people, At the same time, GST collections from
Insurance in FY 24 were around 8,300 erore. Tax policies must go hand
I hand with the goal of life and health cover forall by 2047, In advanced
[ log inelucling the E Union, life and health insuranee is
exempt from GST/value added tax (VAT). A cluteh of countries have In
tecant years shifted toa more sensible poleey of applying GST/VAT anly
onth fon element of policies. Indiawould dowell
the take a cue from them, as i | denlalof tax
credits, and rise In the cost of these services,

Luxury looks like a China
carry trade set to unwind

MULTIMATIONALS HAVE A puzzle that they need to tease out In China, thewarkd's
blggest market for luxury products: What's delving aslump in sales? s It because
aslowlng eeonommy b leading people to thghten thele belts, or a sign that the Chi-
newe no longer balieve nmnylnnducnnlmil thelr value?

This i 1 it adfects luxury houses' long- term i
the problem s |urmwvak ecanomy, rmy might accept rownmrmm;» asatem-
porary rough patch Bt b people start

lunwluxur)'pruilnﬁmi maerecommodithes, brands have a much blgger problem
.msl LNttt tovcut back on supply and mmn-u:mll.y value.
yabout apec Just lilee teend-chas
Ingqunnl furds and Japan’s M, Watanabe, they take one-way price bets and no
one in the industry really knows the scabe of the gamble. The only difference, per-
haps, Is the lack of leverage — carry traders, for e xample, would typleally take out
cheap loans to invest Insomething that has higher retuens.
This phcnomr.-nxm lhllhﬂiyluhﬂ [num:uumd InCIIlm Aftor all, Lhinmonma

pragmaticbunch, Evenwh manyhbi
Ing an [nvestment ease rm I!mlt wrcham Far lnnranrv Lham.-l’- rlank‘ hand
bags have been well -loved | Inpartt thelr

leonle French brand hay bum upeeding up price hikes slnee 2016, duuhllng(he
cost af ity medium claul: flap hng Ftnln 54,900 to
S10,800, As online resalo 1, many

2 2A% of the world's coton,
Aclitionally, IndLa bn th 0
pmducurul‘nllcglnmlly..mdGSIHrm‘l!w
world's hand-woven fabrics ane manu
factured In India. The textiles and
apparel Industry directly employs 45
million people,and anather 100 million
L alllesed Inekistiies,
Howaver,are these advantages suf
flelont for India to Increaso its leval of
walue addition kn the textile sector?

April-March 2023-24 were §14,536.2
mulllian, showing a decline of 10,29 over
April-March 2022-23,a decline of 9.3 %
overApell-March 2021-22, and a growth
of 18.3% over April-March 2020-21,
whows data complled by the Apparel
Export Promotlon Councll (AEPCL The
figures are based on the
Directorate Genwral of
Commaerclal Intelllgence

A ——
In contemparary

Ingeffl
tlm: large-scale nunm‘uc:urlng and
Ity of§

with Imp In Europe
and the LIS still not mln:alnim Irven-
mnol. the man ut’.ul urers’ ordar book

dtotl com

l‘lw powerloom mtnr, which pro
duces 6% of the fabele meant forexpart
and 58,4% of the total cloth produced |n
the country, further contributes to the
innwe. In Tamil Nadu, for example,
dernands have tlsen to exempt the pow-
wtloom sector from a recent
electrlcity  tarlfl  hike,
According to data pub.

‘
and Statistics and provi times, asindla's lished on the Natlonal
sonal data released on  @arment and textile 1o Euport for Yearly
the Press Information  manufacturing has  Analysis of Trade portal,
Bureau by the Tmhluryor itis ?mll N.t;iu n:ltmnrd
commerce and Industey 22.58% af textiles, the
on April 15, Further, in necessary to look highest percentage for an
AEPC's view, of the top 15 at past errors Irvellan state, Yo, the textile
apparel products that are Industrybsatruggling in the

i high demand globally, only five are
Indian exports, as agalnst 11 by
Bangladesh, 14 by Vietnam, and nine
by Turkey,

The higgest impediment to India's
apparel industry han been L poor eoon

state.According to the Tambl Nadu Feder
atbon of Powerbooms Asoclation clted in
an article n The Hindu last month, the
economie burden of this hike can have a
severe lmpact at a time when looms ane
Mng sole L aw scrap on account of lack of

oy of neale. The Ee vay 2024
mentlans that 806 of the textile and
apparel producers are mbceo, small and
el lum entorprisay, wluzmhnwu ]

wiavers not belng able to run
themm due toseveral ot her resns, In addl
thon, the l‘mnuml: .\urwy 2024 high

Highted o

weale of wmall.T A

i he problemsin

Apparel, which ket tex:

un. e ariel I

tile value chaln, ks also the stage where
magimumyakseaddition happens While

e
by the fragmented nature of tha apparel
wector, While Maharashtea, Gujarat, and

Ia:knl‘nnm:llynIhunamh:wnlnnue
An India aspires to ralse its garment

pnml to wix months previously, Never -
theless, Indla needs to find stronger and
deeper foundatlons to build its ready-
made garment manufacturing and
export set-up for the future,

Maoving Indla's global value chain
Integration toward higher value-gen
erating downktroam activities such an
readymade garments (or clothing or
apparel) .md cap.u:lty creation In

u|:gnde ul‘ weaving nn|1 pm:annlng
I reculred. At the

Improving the brand image of Imllan
apparel and garments s needed 1o
Ineraane the unirvalue realisation,

India's textiles have been unelvalled
throughout history, les diverse weather
patterns, geographic reglons, and cul
tures created unique fabries and crafts
like the gobden sills of Assam, Banarasi
sllkc of Varanasl, and pashmina of Kash
mix, In conternporary thmes, as India’s
garmentand textlle manufacturing has
suffered, It |s necensary to look al past
erron and appreciate the reasons for the
papsin performance.

With conribations from Mukeul
Grapta, researcher, Institute
for Commpatiti veness

OTT streams flow differently

TV RAMACHANDRAN

Prasdant, Broadband ndia Farum

Broadcasting needs a modern regulatory framework
that understands the uniqueness of OTTs and fosters
innovation in the sector while defending public interest

BROADCASTING TRAMSCENDS MERE
entortalnment, and play avibeant, mul
tifaceted role as a ready source of infor

tor and s g Informg hinology. Th
Immensely to Ihcsmw:hnhmlia'udmul Technology Act, 2000, and Information
ACONOMY. Indla  Technology Ii iubdelinesand

mation, edwcation, and k ladge for
the masses. No wonder, gm:mmmu
world over leverage bm.:dr.ml.ng to
reach the public,

As India deliberates on new policles
likee the Mational Broadeasting Policy and
the Broadeasting Services Regulation Bl
twhichitt | P moiacpe

[ B
Tuture-proof vislon In such legislation ks
erucial, India needs to pesition beelf asa
robust and sustalnable broadeasting hub
with a dual focus on enabling a vibrant
domestic sector vdllndlvmr.hlgh qual

Ity crvation |

m,anwullau ulubd:untantpuwwhww
We should be exporting content workd

widde, and hondng technleal skdils in ani

connmens havo been able Lo rlde on Chanel's pricehiles
and sell thelrsecond-hand items fora profit,
Chaned typleally rwlawuh.mdbagpl Imn:wlcu ayear,
InMarchand § ber, It ralsed the
itk b 8% thi speing, with all ies models rurulllnu !'m'
more than § 10,000, This ma qu Ch.mal an murh .m
tasagood,
end-consumers to purchase the nownadlne ups,
Buit the presence of speculators can alvo ruln feonke
brands. Kwul:hnw Maurtal Ca, Chlmxmnst prentiglous
[ lier, s a goad y Kb, Fram
2016 toearly 2021, thewholasaba prl \ts leonic Reltian balk 3550, |
of 3,850 yuan {55 36) per 500 a:lllillmtmlm dr.twlugin.mmuynfwmu
Prices of Moutal started to drop this spring, according to Bloomberg Intelll-
wence's Ada LI Bt Itwaq the blg mid-year ¢-commerce shopplng festhal i June
that brake the camel's back, | [com [ne, sold Feitlan at only 1,499 yuan perbortle
anwnytndrawuhuppmtu!upﬂ.\:mrm.
‘While the wholesale price neems to have A In early August, Investors
hive lost falth in lhlnhnu:whol:l brand. There's nnwmny of nwr-upplyan:l that

SHULI REN

Woomberg

rmathon, VX, and other e mesglng areas,

Distinct landscapes,
distinet rights

The rlsing popularity of over-the-top
0T platforms (such as Notflix, Hotstar,
Amazon hl.me nlc.J has lparivd:nnm

thdr place in
Landscape, particularly in the upeoming
podiches, OTTs are functionally different
from television and radio broadeasting
services, While TVand mdio tranemit con
b souahdedicatad | 10k

cable or satellite, CTT services send data

aver the "application layer” in Internet

Protocol netwoelks, much Hke any other

Information exchange over the nternet.
TV beoadcastlng and OTTmarkets are

atwidely different stagesof development
+ ) et A

apucuhwrm:luhl I:vknnnmlo:kl.n |:m|‘l.tbc|m" It in, LIRS
bout 14 manths'worth of Moutal

Iil[uurmpplywrrthu years, with mnwragw puru.h.auu contof 1,079 yuan abottle,
s China suffem from an econom e Long Covid, s clear that brands with bat-
ter resale value are much maore resiliont. Last year, the peices of Hermes [ntema-
thonal SCA' socond-hand products continued mxmw,wlulu many other luxury
brands, Including LVMH Mnrl Hmmu:yl.wl.u \-'ulllm al l Lol Vultton .tnd [Jlm

daclk

Herms s earnings In the second quarter were a lot pmlllu “than LYMH's, Kurln“
Sa, meanwhile, bvat mr.' bottom end of the table because its fagship, Gucel, haw
toa many di d channely te wal Jet atoren InAsda,
Second-hand Guced solls at about a 409 discount.

Far now :hplllm nl‘LhanoI .\nd I Immm may take mln[url that thry :an a‘lll

I frop. But they need

tary maammm:L Past steady annual price InnmnImwalm:lwlrawnln one-
wary bots, not unlike how the Bank of Japan's yield curve control attracted macro
tourints to the yen carey trade. When the game of musical chalrs stops — as mar.
lorts feared na rout early last woek followding a hilse In Interest rates — the umwlnd-
Ingeanbevery ugly.

Imu.mmmhﬁnmmmrmxhlmlﬂ
cantly only about a decade ago, 01T s a

it Atthe
current rale nl‘gmrw:h lu extimated u:

Digltal Media Ethles Code) Rules, 2021,
wubliul: .nmhuulmn.hammnwmlalr

reach up to 12% of In
1031'1 i the nthcrh.nrul whmadmung

e
dfcmwlywvwno‘nplalrunm Inareas

anecular dowhturn,

While traditional TV fosters connec
thers, OTT platformsoffer lexibility. A sur
vey by BIFand GJ'rSl:::unmlmn.:I :‘mlmi

1, user pivacy,

data progectian, and content manags

mcnl Hnmlmm T platforma" u.ndm‘l.hu
sollcles

taln mlwhnldmwuld craate unnecen

that
TV an afamlly bonding actlvity, In con

L.arrl.lgl.‘ regulation focuses on tech
I

trant, OTT! I
avano, allowlng user ta

nical and be aspecti to ensure
ammrllmmunl delivery,

onjoy content on thelr

regulation

The Indian OTT
smartphionas at any place alima to protoct pubilic sen-
and the of thelr cholce,  Market is expected to  yibiliches and values,
This difference in matu-  reach $3.22 billlon by rlage regulation foou
!‘ILI mandates dhliin:tl)l FY25, and our video ':.n.r.\lrmuqa :nsin:ilr:re-
ferent ulatory thon; content regulation
approaches, ™ market is expected to conslders societal values
OFTs providevaluable  be worth $13 billlon  and patential harm
data teatfic for network by 2028 Toth of which regquire dif-
operators, greatly con Ferent exp The Tale
tedbuting to thelrfinanclal com Regulan:ry.\ulhnrlw

health and sustainabllity, Hence, they
need to b nurtured and grown, Inclden.
tally, the distinction I:mwnhmadwu

of Tndia, n jts 2006

antees equal treatment only to perkons
wha are stmilarly placed, Thin ls awell
entablished point and varlous laws are
avallable affirming the same. There
fnrn.aﬁplylnn broadeasting regula
thons that pertaln te distinet eardage
landscapes to OTTs would vielate the
very splrit of the Conatituthon, Policles
related to broadeanting focus on the
technbeal aspects of content dellvery,
while content-related regulations alm
tosafeguard maral and sochetal values,

India's media lanclscape thrives on
a unlque blend of established and
emerging teends, The Indlan OTT mar-
ket 18 expected to reach €237.86 bil
Tion ($3.22 billian) by FY25, and our
video markat in axpected Lo ba worth
$13 billlon by 2028, boosted by the
streaming Industey which continues to
Invaat billions of dollars In content
development every year, India's con
tent production han already reached
200,000 hours annually. It I impor-
tant toconsolidate India's position as a
digital media powerhouse that can
cap: vate audiences globally and

on *lisues Relathng to Convergence and
L.nmpotlusm in Jlrn:adc.\ulup and

g and OTT wan al
by the Tedecom thpumnnnd hlummr
Appallate Tribanal, which rubed that OTT
servicen are not TV channels due to thele
Inherent differences and separate gov
arnkng kaws,

C on

Digital media, anlu:li f pinlrormn
that host user-genesated and profossion
ally curm:l comtent, lallu under tha
i

HE EDITOR

Institutional bulwark

Evary nation builds up rabust
Institutions that ideally ought to

b agnostic to the govesmaent in
pewer, This makes tharm trustwarthy,
The National Eligibility: cum- Entrance
Tast episoda this year ralied grave
concems, The matter was so
fundamantally relevant that it went
right up to the Supreme Court. This
weins b improve this sd

not acampaign to traduce it. The Puja
Khedkar incident has enabled greater:
focus on institutional aberrtions in
the selection of candidates to join the
apas civil services, The Hindenburg
Securtios and Exchange Board of
India wrangbe must be sean in a sknilar
light. Trust in the market regulator is
the sap that sustains investors in a
progressive economy and needs to
hovulldulud constantly, Strong

wans pave the path for

d sepa
rate regulations for each area. llm min-
lutry o and b

the I 1 power of
Indian storytelling.

‘T nurture and grow this fertile and
dynamic econystom, our broadeasting
sector needs a modern regulatory

that | da the

oo had reaffirmed this polnt in Oictober
2023, whan It highlighted the effective
neas of exiating content regulation
mechaniame  and emphasised the
Importance of malntalning established

unlgue nature of OTTs and fosters
Innevation In the sector while alsa
nafeguarding public intereat,

practhees and |
The principle of equality

Articla 14 af the Constitution guar-

conslistency in govarnance, The
reverse is raraly true,
~R Narayanan, Novi Mumbai

Indo-Maldivian ties

The tacant doclsion by Maldivisn
Prasident Mohamed Mulzau to hand
erver 28 islancls to Inclia represents &
natakbile shift in the sland notion's
foreign policy. This appears to be
almed at strengthenng bilateral ties,
anhancing regional security, and

Wilsh reesarch tipuies from Mire
e, cireesor policy
S commmuications, BIF

Vi are porsonad

festering econamic cooperation. The
nucnhbrntlon of the diplomatic |tan:o
i likmby 1 by the p

Increased Indian investmant, tourism,
and infrastructire development. As
Indils has baan a slgnifizant sourcs of
tourists and a key playar in reglonal
Infrastructurs projects, the Maldives
stands to gain economically fram this,
~Amarjeat Kurmar, Hazaribagh
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Delhi-Malé
ties geta

leg up

DI phematic velations are often fragbe, and while it
iy b disrupt tham, muriclng the e I a comples and
poinstaking taske External Afalrs Minister 5. Jalshan-
ear's recent thiee-day vinls o the Maldlves exemplifies
the suceessful repair of o stralned relatonship, shows
casing s adept diplomatic skills, Indis and the bal-
dives enjoyed atrong ted antll the rlie of Prosldent
Mohamed Mulzzw, whose "Indis out” campalgn during
his election propelled Blm to power, True o lils can-
puign promiges, Mulzzy o nee adopred policies to
diatance the Maldives from Indis and abign more closely
with China, His adminlstration’s ant-lndia hetarle, in-
cluding derogatory remnsky from his minlscers, eacer
bated tenslons This sntagenlae stance reached o pealk
with Mukea’s diemand for the withdrwwal of the few In-
dian troops statloned in the Maldives,

Incln's respanse wis menaared but fivm, The Unlon
Huchiget for 2024-23 reflected o reduction 1o the finaneial
et bo the Maldives, from Bt 770 ¢rone to R 400 ¢rone,
sigoalting displeasure withour sevuring tes. This nan-
clal adjustment hghlighted Indins willingness w en-
page diplomatically.
while maleing it clear

thoe o change in Mal- The Union

dlvllun rm;\iuy c:lul&l Bﬂdgetﬁr
Influence future pld.

The pepercusalons of 2024-25

thin arrained reln- r‘qﬂec:ed a
tonship were tan- | padyetion tn the
b, Prime Minister -

Nurencdrn Modi's viak ﬂnancm!gﬂ_anr
toLakshadweep - | to the Maldives,
pested oo tourisis fmm RS‘ 770

that there were alter

||u: I\-u‘l:urlkal np:rlll crove to Rs 400
In Indda to those 1o | crore

the Maldives. With
Indlan tourists ¢on-
rliuging o slgnificant portlen of the Maldives' toursm
revenue, the adverse Impact on the toaclsm secior bes
came apparent. I short, the Maldivian government
I the consequences of s antl-Indis susnce, which
threatened It primary economic feline

Jabuhiaiba's viskt wan thiis i strategle move, and ity
suceess wndersoeres the signtlicance of diplomacy In e
scving intrnationad dispures, Dueing bis vis, Jalshan-
kar refterated Indins commitment o the Maldives,
describlng It as o deprer country rogher than |ust &
nelghbouring one. Whils ne major sgreements were
announced. soveral slgnificant Memorondums of
Understanding {Molls) were signed, including iniiae-
I For eapacity-building taining for L00 Maldivian
elvil servants b Indio and an Indian Line of Credi-as-
abstieed water and sewerage project across 28 Maldivian
Inlandds, The mroaround In relatons, as evidenced by
these ngreements, sl demonserates Mutzas copacity
s parloritae natlonal Interests over personnl peejudices,
His willingness to engage with India positively indicates
 pragiatic sl in Maldivian forelgn policy, allgilig
with the bronder abjective of strengthening tes lor mu-
ol benofit. Snishondar's secesaful vial thus marks an
extrenardinnry moment in mending and fortifying the
I in-Maldives velations,

Food inflation
relief overstated

]'I'n: recent drop in retall feod Inflatlon wS42% in

Juily, down from 0.U06% [n June, appear (o be o posl-
thve deselopment on paper, The Consumer Food
Price Index’s rise of 281% in July, compared to 4.40%
I June, further suggests that inflationary pressures
might be enstng. These statlsties theoretically signal
an Improvement in the nflatonary scenario. How-
ever, a closer examination reveals o more troubling
reality, Pulies and cerenls, cssential staples In the In-
dinn diet, continue o e I:'rm: slgnificant Innnunn
putting a strsln on b Tl biadgets, The

Dissenters' Corner
CONRAD KUNAL BARWA

e recent fall of

the Awnmi

Longue  govern-

ment bn Bangla-
desh had Jed 1o considerable micial
upheval, one of the more distirb-
Ing elements hus been the mrgeted
attacks on minorieles, partieulorly
Hindus with Reuters reparting thit
200800 matnly Hindu homes and
Drutnenses b boen vandadined and
1520 Hinghu tormples damaged, Pre-
tietably the vulnersble plight of
Hindua In Banglacesh has beooms
pant aff the poditical foathall botwaen
Himdhu natbomalists by Tndin ane secu-
lartas; with the former secking w
wrnplify, sometimes through dis:
It the seule of neschs s
Videner agalnat Hindug while the
lateer perhaps more alarmingly
comng dongerously close o aver-
Docsking the real vainerabdlity of re-
lighous minoritles in the uneest
currently taking place Both ap-
prranchess fgnore che hisuorkeal legacy
af South Axin and the role the legacy
of Partition that hos left creating
confiices over both land and peophe
s pebmned chalbee fur minortien
weross all stotes In the reglon. This
Deggasy has given the inherimnes of
what aome eammontaton, e
Mahmaud All have termed a “Tear
Tl Stite” wispdclous of any demands

Head On
RASHWE SEHGAL

Ty b the

Littar Pra-

desh s

sembly
passed an wmendment Bl o the
Linkow il Conversion of Felighon Act
("l |hid), mnking i avens mane
drugontan? The muxtmum punish-
ment han been Inereased w0 (i im-
prisanmaent and o fine of Ba 8 lukh
Tor violators, allowing any persen
lenewn o wnlnown G register wn
FUI o conwerslon cases. Bardler, the
copmplubit had g be filed b the pres-
ence of the victin, parents or slb-
lings but now the scope has been
widenid,

During the three years thae the
v Jilad” Act wan belng Imple
miented, st of the complaine
were made by right wing activists or
el by meinbers of the Hindutia
brigade putting pressire on hapless
prarents o file complatiote agatis
thielr dovghters

This wmendment wis  pushed
through hurrledly and o mocker
welence In required fo surmise thit
chief nbnlater Yogl Adiiynath bs the
loey arehileeet bebind i Yogls ehilel
milnkstorship b been marked by n-
ercasling vighaniem and marl po-
lctng wnd this amendment i o
canttmuation of that dektat

Houses belng broken down by
bulldoagrs,  encounter  killings,
peiple belng jalled and beaten up

Balloons damage
the lmTromnmt

Bl add colour and

seton, whieh siw s [nflatlon rate Gl to 0H% 0 July
from an alarming 20.4% in June, st presents chol-
lenges, Desplie the

decline, the base was | WER puise
#0 high that the e i
duulﬂ\ I prices his prices also

yet to provide sub- rohibitively
stantinl relief 1o the g }; many are
consumers.  Vege ith
etubles, eruclal for wi
halanced nutriton, Iimised dietary
nt}; pnl'l:ll:u!lul;h}' g opgfgnsp Dﬁen
nificant In India, os
evidenced by polit saI_t r:_mdgneen
cal tormell  over | CRENE
onlon prices In the
past. It even bed wo the fall of o government In Delhi,
The surge In prices during June and July wis
lurgely due to disruptions In the supply chain coused
Ty heavy ralns Impacting the movement of goods,
Consequontly, vegetables hive become leas sccess-
Ible, especlally to the economically weaker sections
ol soclety. With pulse prices alsa remaining prohibl-
tively high, many are left with Hmited dletary op-
tlons, often resortling to o diet conststing primarily of
wale and g.'rccndll HE Bal-vot I8 no bonger a combing-
tlen for them, Thllllillnllnnlllul.hlljthll wsturke realiey:
a conslderuble segment of the populition struggles
1o aecess provelns wnd mineral-rich foods, The gov
ernment must recognlse and addeess this e ue
gently. ensuring that food security and nutritonsl
needs are met for all, enpecialty the most valnerable,
Igaarlng this seality could exacerbate the plight af
those already cing significant hardships.

fasthity 1o an occaslon,
and delight children, but
they cause conslderable
damage to the environ-
mant, They are not biode-
gradabie, and and up in

the ooeans causing dam-
me to marine life, Many of
us are lllaty to use balloons
during the Independence
[y colobrations, but eur
celobrations aannat come
t the cont of the environ-
ment. What better way to
reapect our motheriand
than saving It fram paliu-

edit
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What can Bangladesh do to escape
the communal straitjacket?

The vulnerable plight of Hindus in Bangladesh has become part of the
political football between Hindu nationalists in India and secularists

of gremter representation of autons
o, o mimorites  wighin b
borders, pereeiving them as chol-
lenges 10 1s nuthority and crylng
with It thi parenial For rredentgiam,
Such ntates how Invarlably engaged
0w cemralised and bureancrotic
tonp-chown projece of nutson-bulkding
that places a grear emphasts on ho-
musgenelty. Combined with o soclety
that I8 incrensingly more prone
mueritarion polites wnd religlous an
well as ethole nationallsmn this hos
eronted a erucoral siraltgacket for
mlnoritkes from which it b difficul
Ty esenpe. Mo atate or nogonndis
progect b the region lns been
able o effectively manage relation:
ship with thelr respective minorites
aatlafactarily withoul resartlig, o
murginalisation, exchison, and o
castonally viakent repres

Ever present o4 o reminder of th
pabnful wounsds tat seeompinled
Partition i secesdon; peliglos
and wethnbe minoeites sorve a8 1
reminder of the lncain
ruat ot -budlcing projects that rely on
mafortey relighous and ethnic na-
thomal Eebentitses rather than o phural-
s, liberal demoeeratie framework,
Thels very presence bs o constant
snrce of seglclon or foar and mis
noritien pay the price for the
anxletien of the majoriey 10 this re-

gurd. They form the convendent in.
ternal Cher” chat acts an 4 lightening
v for ight-wing religlous nation-
allst mevements and parties, malke
Ing them eaiy scapegoats that are
thvee (st b suffor for hwaried anpie
atlong and poligiend frustrations,
v oof thie st frequently chred
arguments s the facr tat soverl

sence of which soclod conflice canno | Western captals wich as London,

T bee pesebved through agoniste
politeal compatition asd witl In-
stead apdll over Into direet violence,
It's wearth noting thar throughout the
history of communal clotng In
Houth Aska, from the 15208 orwands
there hove always been inatunees
where mumbers from different ra-
Ikjghiniin liae o

Hindu termples weiv defended I

Tocal Muslirns from potentiol fioters
AN 0 Tesponsst (0 occusations thok
many had been attacked, the prob-
Ty with i Bine of argumsent (s ey
aral-fald Firntly, It bv & repors ot
the only response, while lasdable
and a very powerful symibolle act, It
cnnnot b properly psessed withous
eomtextuabising it within the broader
patten of viakence thal has oc-
curved: an given that over 200 mi-
norly establishments have been
artackod, it is clear ehat notevery mi-
nority place of worship or eatablish-
ment can b s protected and In
many locales, there will be no de-
Tenders fortheoming go play such a
rube, Seeondly, sueh voluntarism n
el connag be o mabwtiae for lnstl-
tuttanillsed netian by o professtonal
dedieated force, usually the police,
Tor effective demogratie polities m
Tunsetion, the state does need vo fulfil
s vl ua hovidng the sole monapaly
o legitbmate violence, b the alb-

aned sheltered ench other; unfare
tanately, durlng o large-seabo confla-
gratlon this has not proved o
silficient bulwark o prevent sub-
staintlil loks of [l aind property, The
state alone throgh It inssiutions
han tht resources and the range of
covernge to be able to provide an el
feceive malniensnce of loy wnd
arder ki this veapect. Ity ability i do
o moreover, 8 cruclally lnked o
the perception of securly that mi-
nnvicien will have, as in i absenee,
deapite the goodwill of nelghbor
and Friends, sich feass of vilneribil-
Ity will be helghtened removing o
wriclal pillor guurnntecting salety (o
ity communises. Clul gockety
actioms will Inevitalbly be cnly o -
porary and ad hoe sobutlon 1o the
problem of violent disorder; unkess
they are part of o broader and or-
s soclal and polideal mobilisa-
ton; something akiin o the lige

rrlxmllrm e war In Goza, which
v nuenbierod i chetr tens of thou-
sl and been consstently tuensig
out ona nesr weekly basls o put
pressure on the Britsh government
for o censefive, Another example
wtd b the s antl-racte dim-
cnstrughions hilcl lust week following
several diys af elotiing b Engllsh
chtles and wwne over the lisee of
telugees and Face, that thretened i
engull many urbon centres; @ wis
the impressive wuen ou of theie
antl-faclat demonstiations, more
e wry deelslve aceson by the state
or paliee, that dampened the nar
ratlve wihich was that there wie
lavge worest over uneantrolled lm-
mlgration and hoatiing of refllgees,
whieh I not addressed would spiral
out of gontrol, However, thess were
peaceful mobilisatiens which ks
whiat i tham elfective polseally,
ey were fot conballve ones de-
sigied o prevent violence from
breaking ous.

(W full artlele of freeprovs-
Jonrrakdanaodysiy)

Caniaed Divive li & ibeier réanireh analyl
At @ prksta think s, and o sonks re-
s ch b itn o the Bimming ham Bl

demmanitrations bebig held in major | ress Sohaol

The ‘love jihad’ bogey is trumped-
up and needs to be done away with

It is time Opposition parties and the public at large press the Supreme
Court to do away with this horrendous and misogynistic law

for protesting aganst the Clilzen-
whilp Amendiment Act, His morel po-
licing mets him ot par with the
Tallbar, Hin most recent pleee of ob-
wearantiam was e cireserivie tat all
caterien in UP and Utcarakhand
wloiy the roule of the Karwar yatea
tigplay the nomes of the owners.
The order wan seruck down by the
Supreme Court which found @t
highly disceliminmtory against the
Pebuanlim community

Ao the Lok Sablh election, Adi-
tyanath bs fghting with his boek to
e windl b rernalen b peowar, The B0
I UF (o clivicled honeses and a grow-
g 858 ol hils cxp pesibents aive warldig
overtime e ous him, The CMY ap-
preeal s abwayn boen ta the hardiing
Hindutvn brigade. and Ineroducing
this aendiment B 0 continuaton of
this vate lank palicy,

Thie nstermsshle reason belng given
for this amend ment as that the U
wtate governisent s apprehensve of
s “forelgn and antl-national ¢
ements who are determined
Dirtng absout o demogrophic change”
by wnluwiully consertng thowsands
oof giellibsle Hipdu wormen w e Mus-
lim falth theeugh the promise of
irlage State government data
chalms to reveal 427 such cises dur
I, thae st thves yenm,

douienallsts Sreenlvasan Jun, M-
vlam Aluyl and Supeiya Sharma in
thiele bk Love Miad and Cthier Fie-

Anthony Henrlgues,
Mumbal

Cooling-off

Tha Bomboy High Gourt
hiag, In & recant judgemant,

bt Strmphe Fuets T Counter Vinad
Falsehoods documented Juss how
iy cases of love |sd have mhken
place in the la ning years, They
fostamed theat thee VHEP hod eatulogued
0 caned of alleged identity decep-
bt Tt o remalned unproven,
Thee polive on the ather hasd hed
been found w0 include cases of frand,
Blackmall, nthmidution, rape and
murder under the category of love
Jibad.

Can a0 unproven allegation b
redgilalne proof that polngs 1o some
b seale conaplracy w abtor the re-
lghows demegraply of 14 billion
preajple?

Juest preor w Adivyanath making
ehis mawe, e a Bilghly significant
Judgement on “love jIhal® which
went  practieally  unnoticed. A
Aeanlonia court I Uttarlishi pre-
slded by Judge Gurubalsh Singh ace
cquitteed the twn aceused, Uvasd Klan
e Dl friend Jitessd e Saind o what
Bad beeome o highly publiclsed cose
aof love jihad, The twe had been
churged with abducting o minor girl
o May 20 200 1o Purola with the
et of foreking her W change hor
rellghon and “mwrey® ber,

Fallowing the cotirse of 10 sleigs
i conrt, the gied broke down and
adimitted before the judge that she
B been tutoned by the paliee into
aecunling thess two men of forelbly
abductlig her b order o ke her

tion? This Independance walved off the mandatory
Cay lat ws all promise to #lx manths' cooling off
wvolel using balleans nall ariod for o coupls who
our calebratiens, had applied for divorce

period

period. When

with mutial consent. it
naicl that the six monthe
"winlting" parlod was o pre-
cautlonary provision to
avald Injustion o any party,
and oncs tha court was
uatiafled that both parties
have takan & conscious
dechiion not to reconcile,
then [t could use s discre-
thad to wahva the walting
o paophe
divorce each ather It

in rat s |f thay hsve not
understood ench othar,
bt 1t 1n & slgn that the

from Purola to the nearby own of | Madbys Pradesh introduced stimilue

Mawgaoi, She admbied that dhe had
merely aaled thie twomen for divece
tor b a galloss shop and ey lad
sgreed wahow her where the shop
was Jocated

Hei ipele, under prossioe from
the police, wlso pressed charges of
klduap g with aempt 1o ik

which b oo wan unabde o fub
stantione efure the court ol law,

These accusations bind seen the
oot of Purola breal Inw an antl-
Mushlm frenay lnse year forcing 41
Tl e e reboeate o difTerent parts
of Uttaraklhand. it saw bath Uvaid
Khan and Sakiil, who the VHE ac
cumied of being Jihadis, belng put o
Jndl for over 14 months, Both men
have been redensed from Jull but oo
quantions have been asked from the
police or the Hindutva bilgide
about thelr role o whippiog up this
antl- Munllm Imlcrln.

¥

leglslaglon, It must pow be seen
whether these sates are golng o fol-
Tow muake Ay ineroducing thin harsher
verslon,

Mo of the arrests minde under i
T begn able bo stand tha test of
lnwe. Tor ehte some examples: An in-
terlaith conple living In Bah disric
I LT o el wite, Agusbil Pachauel,
wlumesrily sdmissng o becombog o
Muslin. She hod her Delhi-baned
lnwyer prepare an afficavet ameatiing
it aliee bl solunietly eonverted
bieetami o Musdim, Sh hocl tha fore-
stghit o mened o copy of Ui affdavit
st SEP aind SHO of falesar in Frah
disnrict and alwo 0 the National
Commbsalan of Woman,

Inn LIF, ehe courts s not con-
victed even one perion ander this
ordnee, beading the Allalialad
High Couet In o rworhench judges
NG In 2021 1IN Sricires em-

e huare gl
Proqubiieson of Llnlawl'ull nnmalnn
of Helighn Oedinanes (Jove jilad
lasw) b 2020 wis strongly critichsed
by severnl Judyes whe paint out that
It is wiobative of Avtlele 1 (Right m
eqqaabigy, 15 (Frohibison of dscrim-
natlen on grounds of religlon), 21
(Right w life} and 25 (Freedom of
ennsclonog).

Undeterred by such erleelsm,
RAP-ruled ataces of Himschal Pra-
deah. Utapakband. Gigarat and

Squeeze the
soreen time 2 Charge your phone,
Today smartphones are winan pour battery ls al-

tha liteline of miodern
cammunication, anter-
talnmiant, education and

g that the Constbtutlon
u,llarlllllu:- couplen  Irewdaim o
marry aecording o thelr chobee,

It ds time Opposktion parties and
the public ot lorge pres the Su-
rrume Court 1o do away with this
horrendins and misogynisc i,

(el flall arbicle at froeproas-
Mm:mmw

Raanme fanpal i an sithor s an inde-
pandans purnalist

Doar reader, We ara eager to know your apinlons, commants and suggestions, Write to letiersi@dp|.co.n with the tile of the (etter in the subjeat line
Unlng snadl mall? Send your lattars ta The Fres Press Jourmal, Free Prass Houia, 215 Free Preas Mang, Narliman Palat, Mumibal 40

b poul will ba,

most geing to die.
3, Toke short music ls-
tening breaks, Instesd of

two hawe begun to undlar-
utand anch other — s
goes o saying. In 2019,

the Sugrema Court, whike
ardaring divores 1o
couple in Andhra Pradesh
who wiera iving separately
for 22 years, had polgn-
wntly remarked that there
Wi 0 polnt In kaeping
ollve marriages that wore
tetally "unwerkable, smo-
tionally dead and bayond
walvage” In tha case which
tha wife was prolenging se
she was "opposed” to the
dwvorca,

Dr Ganapathl Bhat, Akola

clata sharing. But con=
aldering health campli-
cations due 1o excess
i of nmartEhones, it is
erucial to find sppi

ate ways of skipping the
weraen whers possiile.
Of courss, it s hard to
avold screens, but st
wi all con adhers to
thase simple steps to get
rled of excesn scraen ob-
wosalon for unnecessarily
roals, videos and posts.
1. Limit the spplications
i un onling, The fewer
ths apps to scrall, thi

for Instagram reals.
A, Sat o timar for svary
application you use, for
axarnple a 15- m-nuw
timar for
YouTube, We can
wgueazs tha screen time
on our owr, if we reslly
wish to, Sur time s our
ot pracioun asiet We
e to take the respan-
slbllity 1o spend [t wisely.
Skipplng excesn screen
tima I posalble, If we di-
vert sur eurlous mind,
Kirti Wadhawan,
Kanpur
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Company dynamism is what we
must rely on for job generation

Ineliak prospects of taking the next step up in ity income-per-head status may depend crucially on fow fast firms can grow

NIRANJAN RAJADHYAKSHA,
ts ewariitive drector at Artha india Reseanch
Advisons,

i variant of astory that has playved out across
many locatbons in recent years, Mumshal last
wiseh saw 100N wimen camp outslde the
Mumbai University sports ground, adjscent
tothe iconke Wankhede Stadium. They had
come to India's financial capital in the hope
of getting one of the 1,257 posts for women police
constahles in the city.
O common explanation for the rush o bag a
government job is the wage premium on offer.
A police constable starts her job earndng T30,000
o month, which is far higher than what new
employess gt on average in cities. The prospect
afstable employment ks an added incentive. Yet,
such ascramble for government employment is
also asymptom of the Back of quality jobs nan
eeonomy that has otherwise had a good run since
the pandemic. A few weeks carlber, nearly 2000
young asplrants landed outside a hotel i the
Crugarat toswn of Bharueh in the hope of gorting
one-ofthe L0 jobs on offer. Nowage premium
s reported here.
l'hn -joba dssue has galned political resenane
s pronsing tod h

||lu||h-rc|f]>uu|ﬂelh.r_\'llln.\:uu]lhpt_nntmlgnwrn-

meenl naow providing wage subsidies to o i How !mlﬂwm!’ﬂ Shim

that fake om new employees. A lot of eeonomic As countries get richer, the share of workers in
feogrn i icl ok Hown i an econ- Iargﬁnnsnsﬁ-sharpfysufromr.he

oy hias a Jot tod o with business d si--antd ddle to upper-middle income group.

the policies that edther supgsort or hinder it

The niew World Developaent Report, an annual
research pubdication from the World Bank, hay
a5 1ts firens the middle- Income trap, or why most
countries stumble after rebust economic growth
takes them to what the multilateral lender defines
as upper middle-ineome status, Only a few, such as
South Korea which has an average ineome of
S30,000 for every citizen, hnve continued along
thelr high-growth paths to become rich countries.
Leaping across the chasm will be a challenge for
Chinuright now and for India g decade later.

Inva background paper written for the Wordd
Development Report, Charles Gortdieh, Markus
Poschhe, and Michae] Tueting provide informative
data on the strue ture afemployment by frm i
ACTiss VT oS couniry income groups (see chart),
The structural transformation between lower-
middbe income countries and upper-middle
Imscome comntries is especially lmportant for
Indian readers. since India is expected to bocome
anupper middle-income country by the carly
jwmurtlmnzlsd decate. The share of workers in

el firmis (10 pliyees) does not
nge much. However, there ko dramatie fall in
sy fworkers in smeall lrms (less than ten 1}

s i Barge firms (mose than S0 employs
1t Is nosecret that Incia right now has an

ErOwW. H.:m' of these bm.lmzw_l. huive heen st up as

Frm.

Size

Lage | 1= a0 51
Mediom 35 EN) 30 E

small | 60 52 2 %

Pdoces Firm sixe i3 by number of workers. Large frms employ
mare than 501 medium finms employ 10-50 and small frms
iy be=s than 10

HE

three in the same time-Trame; the average Indian
tiny enterprise barely grows at all. The typical
think of a local workshop backed
il u\lnu.!. rather than ths w'mu'l.]w

ilure of governments to let inefMiclent
firmss exit, but also the tricky issue of why these tiny
enterprises are started in the st place—asa last
resort against pessonal unemployment, out of
necessily rther than basiness opportunity.

There are twe im portant lessons here for policy -
makers. First, it s young firms rather than small

prrises that drive job creation in an economy.

Alunish Sabharwal of Teamlbease Services hasi
meat anabogzy From the baman wordd, There are
firmss that are infangs who will grow with progsers
nulnlmn, and then there are firms that are d

Fi in

dan't add up 1o 100)
Source. ‘Skil Supply Frm Sie and Economic Devel brp'ru\l
Ty Charles Golet, Markus Paschke, and Michael Tusting,
Har the Warkd Develapment Report 2004

f may plt-ups

T 5
lack oladequately paving jobs. Incia neads
dvnamic firmes o absorh its growing Eboor force.
The new World Bank report shows that what
matters ks et just firmsize, but also the shility
togerow, This inturn means that govermments
seeking tolncentivize job creation should screen
firms by some metric of value addition rather than
Just skz
The example of the US is instructive. [n that
snuntn lhea\'or‘agpﬂrmgwu.l.twa factor of
0 i case it survives foe 40 years, Firms in
loplng covntries grow by o Gietor of less than

dthe

Is Jimited. Second, government sup-
port -.h::u[dla-t' Forused on firm dynamism rather
than just size. Dvnamic firms create jobs, and many
af them Juest happen to be zmall.

Tha imyplicit message of the chart on this page s

follows. A country can From low-income
tolower mirir]le-inmmn'ml s with minimal
changes inits 1 " T\
climb the income kadder b lwi[lgullg!ll[_\'mult'
productive in thelr existing jobs, The shift from
Tower middle-neome toupper-middis neome:
status invedves o major shift in the employment
stmpcture, or the reallocation of labowr ona large
seale. The best vehicle for this ks young and
dynamic firms that are keen to take on more
workers. Firm dynamism is an underrated lssue in
th imyg el o how the Indi
Jllwkicmh‘.ﬁlr'mnmll|g~\m‘kﬁm>
that aspires to move ahesd in life.

MY\
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Older Olympians could help
us crack the puzzles of ageing

Scienltists have studied what lels them peform (ke younger folls

FAYE D. FLAM
Is @ Bioomberg Opinion eolsmnst covering
sclence.

- Iymipic competitors over 40 are
Enspiring-—and lessol s rarity than
theyused tobe. Seientists say ath-

Tty with Irenw-.lu_uu;.gxmwnm hie
1

Greying athletes at the Paris Olympics hald

that way due to ladvants-  audiences W

s, Studying those coubd further the quest

tounderstand and stow dewn th pes | developed hi | vwithus,

of hunan ageir |g In recent studies, he said, sclentiss have
In Paris, the ol i howed | found that e age. they los: theabil-

up for shooting, table ted mlls and eques- | itvtod LI et iu:llrh_ﬂn;durl: alled

trian evenis. And therewe

in gulf heach \l)||L‘thl| |\r'1u|g. l.al]::u_
1M Lo Ir Kate-

Fyear-old Andy Macdo-

~old Dallas Oberholzer

nald and 459y
heldus spelibound, They all nodched clear
victories over ngeist stereotypes—and
mayhse even time itself.

the Uni-

stueying
gwsplr\whn'\t prerslsted nsports eveninto
their 8Os and s, hoging foget how they
dix it. There's more funding for studies of
cenienarians, e said, but e thinks there's
more potential benelt in studying subjects
withathletic longe Jike Ecd Whithork,
wiha in his 705 ran multiple mrat hons in
under three hours; the people who com-
peete En the Boston Marathon's 80+ cate-
gory: of the woman whe could still sprint,
bong-jumip ansd baarl the shot pat into her
ks, What he's Interested In s not just
extending lifie, but extending the healthy,
highly functional part offife.

Heppde's lead collaboraror s his wife
assalo, an associate research
professor. [[lh.]ldlht‘[iﬂ]Ji‘Ll“.lshNﬂﬂn’J

d with physical and
mpnl.il\.u dp\lllm It's the mitochondria
that niormally do this eritical job,

When the mitochoncria are abundant
and Inworking ovder, peogile not ondy i
their maximum strength, they olso have
thekr mest precise control between mus-
whes and the brain, said Lulgl Fermeecl. o
researcher at the National Institute on
Aging. "Master athletes are people who
muintain harmonic integrity in multipke
systenss in the body,” he said.

Asyouage, the namber ol mitochond
I yorur eells declines, but that happens
e sbowly in pecple who contine todo
stremious exercise. They'neahle to activate
‘mitochondrial biogenesis” In this process,
old mitochondria die and get cleared for
new ones, As we gel older, the sentinels
that normally Reg malfmctioning mito-
chondria grow Tax, cousing us to lose baoth
the quabity and quantity of e microscople
poveer plants. The immune system also
starts to malfunetion more as we get obd. 17
your'me over poertain age and sedentry
sl and you suddendy decide you're gol
b s fsr mables, yeurr body will producea

e

by herex father,

wan the 80+ Boston Marathon. So far,
they've collected just a small group of sub-
Jects—15 people who are still contpetitive

wodc ) :
malecules will make vou feel sore
next day. But if veas run a litle on most
days, your baseline level of inflamm atory

afterage 75, But all ol the theworld
championship level in thedr age grougs.
Some of his subjects died in thelr 805 and

i
Inone of thelr studies. they found thit
super-agens had an abandance ol humdreds
ofdifferent proteins compared 1o others.
Some of these prodeins were alreacy asso-

clated with athletic p-or(m'm o, bt the
role others might play isn't yet known.
Eventually, they want to tease out which
rluﬁmu'mw are c:mwlh»]nng Aerm ETen-
uomswisrkoans and which are genstic gifts
that mighit be possible to copy with drugs.

Consider mitechondra—the body's tiny
power plants. They have their own BNA

cytoki . o with yourrisk of
chronic disease,

In the future, researchers may fAnd per-
sonalized drugs that can keep our mito-
chondria refreshing themselves and keep
Inflammation in check. In the meantime,
there ire ik many empty promises.
& SpAITs per-
frmance centre, aaid the people whosie-
veed instaying in the game for decades find
of"no pain, no gain”
sJ]nuI(IbtJlmed replaced with listening
b youir badly and knosving when to take o
briak Agedng dsn'ta stesdy downhill slide.
Instead, itoffers plenty of opportunities for
Improvement and growth,

Bﬁwlmiuulg and evaripment s alresdy

anlasort of life ofthelr, b lsof
them Hve s md(lnlln»l(h'cmrn ks
1

et for longer.
As m:en 5 bearn more, what Imllﬁlﬂ(o

think
tiny Iml.urla that invaded early cells and

oxir o mikght

start touppear crdinary,  ©ELOOMBERG

Technology sharing holds the key to digital governance

RAHUL MATTHAN

hiwgse b thee b
tion marked tF
revolution that

i3 partner at Trilegal and the
author of The Thisd Way:
India's Revolutionary Approach
to Data Govemnance”. His X
{formarly Twitter) handle is
@matthan.

between devices o
with n single wire
hnldl. aciquirved thes

n 16} March |87, Alexander G
Faamn-Bell made the world's fivst tel-

" ephone call when he ¢alled his
assistant, Thomas Augustus Witson, overa | alw
cogperwire that ran from one reom dn the
Bk comvers-
art of & communieation
mtines to evolve, with
e extended

1. This one-:

steady improvements that b
the geographical and spatisl l‘k!l]nf].il]e'.
withinwhichour conw

While the first conversation took j I'm'
mnected toeach other
moreand more house-
e -fangled devices,

ity of connect
poither forced ustolnvent the
ange, o central switchboard
connected, so that
oneeall could be connected toanother,
Bt even this was not ersough to cater to all
cnnvted to use this new
teehneelngy. Demand was so high that inthe
early daysofthe telecom revolution, multi-

nh.t:m-ln BV
telephone ex
Lo which all phones wi

the households that

wiele-

e homes were often connected in paral-
lel—on the same telephone lne feolloogialy
Enown as & "party line'—which meuant that
wnytime a call was connected, all phones in
that home ramg. Whik talking on the phone,
th tovstog I T
ey line from picking up another receiver
and listening in.

The evolution oftelecom technobsgy has
qaya relied on continuous l.r‘allng —tn
optimize the extent to whic
mientsofthe technology «
s tounbock greater offi
even more evident in the transition from
fixed-Line to mobile telephony, when the
development of techrologies like Fre-
quency Division Multiphe Access (FDMA)
and Code Division Multiple Access (CIOMA)
llonwed st conduct multiple sioultane-
ous conversations over the same radio fre-
puency band by converting them Intodata
packets and then transmitting them
together, separated by time shots or spresd
Across alrwave spectrum.

‘Whaen the Indion government fiest per-
mitted private-sector participation in the
mobile telecom industry, it required tele-
comn companies to build their own Infra-
strueture hifore enrolling subseribers. This
meant they had to erect telecom towers in

various ele-

e locations in the circles they had
licences for to ensure that any customer
coubd speak to any other no matter where
they were lncated. Andsince each virele hard
more thin one telecom aperator, multiple
cell towers were erected in the same area by
different operators,
The gevernment later

liberalized teleeom reguka- =, thetotal information-tech-

.ticlblns to permit gnsf.lu: l“dla already nology l.|\;'!;i:|}'|go\'|>m-

infrastructure  sharing. ments in 2023 alone was

Bultiple operators could ha's tEChHOIOgy

now install their radio ildi

equipment on the same bu"dlng b'OCkS

premiivuedd  thatother  Suitscusss

s r k el

:Ilﬁﬂlllllllc;‘u:nlll:l:luhctnl b deve'oping m:\ml 1|hﬁ||:,:’:am“m the
1l , with sharing F g 150 or so coun-

now extended to active countries |L1e-. mastly in the devel-

infrastructure, such asthe
antenna, feeder cable,
Iixdlcn\(m.\s‘kmﬂmul

core elements of a given technology stack
has unfortumately ot been universally
adopied across oll sectors. Take the digital
transformation of governance, for example.
Much of the investment in this space is In
viertically-integrated. full-stack solutions

could adopt

designed to solve one aspect of governance
without any expeceation of being able 1o
Integrate It with another solution. This is
how the vast majority of identity and pay-
ment systemsaswell ssa rangeofother core
government services hivve been bl in the
developed world,

riner,

According to G

aplng wordd, had just S50
it tospend on balding
the digital government
seluticiss they need.

TFadi these countries adopt the full-stack
approach that the developed world has
used, there would simply not be enough
maney nthe workd to fund digital govern-
ance. Ifwe want to extend the benefits of
theongoing digital transformiation to pars
of thedeveloping widd that arelugging, we

wostthd need a farmore efficient approach,

We need to borrow a beal friom our tele-
com experience and learmn to op
use of sharing in the governance sg;
Instead of full-stack solutions, if we can
build governance sofutions with rensable
building blecks, we should be able to
assemble a variety of solutions across o
mumber of different sectors at a radically
Ierwer cost. This is the only way to bring a
ehiggital eransFormation to the countries that
st urgently need itin order to seceler-
ated their development.

Thonkfully, we nlready know how to
achieve this,

AllofTndis's digital pubdic infrastracture
his been built using modular, reasable
building bloscks, and it should be possihle
forother countries io leverage that experi-
ence in their own context.

The first step in this direction, however,
wirtlid be for funding organizations to com-
it ey anby fiind digital governance projects
that acdopt the prirciple of rewsal Pry
Jeetsmust not develop a new te
when ather bublding blocks that serve
SAMIE PUTPOEE f and, if no such tech
buidlding blocks exist, they should commit
that any nesw one they buikd will be maide
availabie forsubsequent reuse.
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Keep pace withtoday's
Al-equipped armsrace

Ay US-China rivaley heaty up, sneaky drones and hypersonic mivsiles are blazing trails we

cannol ignore. To defend India’s strategic autonomy, our weaponry must keep up—sensibly

nnocuous news from China shouldn't make

anyone situp, but any technological edge

it gains over the West in the Cold War Il

that's underway should. On Sunday, China

test-flew alarge unmanned aircraft—or

drone— with a pavioad capacity of 2 tonnes,
It sjust a cargo carrier, developed by the state-
funded Sichuan Tengden Sci-Tech Innovation
Company. but it is higger than the four-seater
Cessna-172. A separate Chinese firm aims to
rival this drone, at least on size, and vet another
islooking to fly passenger drones, What makes
pilotless planes buzzy in defence circles, how-
ever, is the unseen stuff behind the show: digital
guidance viaa live data-feed. Military mavens
speal of such technology asa revolution in war-
fare, ancarly example of which were stirrups
hanging from saddles that once gave horseback
warriors aspatial advantage. Drones have been
deployed in both the Ukraine and Gaza wars,
aswell asthe Red Sea hostilities. The barrage
of projectiles launched by Iran and its proxy
militia Hizbullah against Israel this April wasa
mix of missil Idrones, While al all
were intercepted, combat experts have warned
ofwarhead carriers that may be too sneaky to
detect and neutralize. And on this front, China
seems to be ahead of the US-led West.

The Cold War nightmare was about nuclear-
tipped ballistic missiles that can blast off the
planet and re-enter the atmosphere to strike a
target across oceans, This projectile technology
has been mastered by spacefarers, a club that
includes India. But the booster phase of sucha
launch generates enough heat and light toren-
deritdetectable, and even ifit's hard to track
ed, it follows a preset path. In contrast,
cruise missiles that fly low are sneakier but
slower. Today's Cold War llera of digitally

puided drones, however, is evalving towards
blended weapons that push the frontiers of
speed, agility and path deception. In recent
vears, hypersonic gliders have blazed a trail,
except that they aim to ensure neither their
blaze nor trail is spotted by an adversary. The
sophistication of China’s latest hypersonic glide
vehicles (HGVs), like its DF-ZF, has alarmed the
US and driven it toscramble a response, Sinee
software is a key differentiator, artificial intelli-
gence (Al may pick the winner of this arms
race, even though the idea of any command that
leaves humans out of its loop is a moral affront.

Where does all thisaction leave India? By one
thesis, an age of hi-tech threats would make
geo-strategic neutrality difficult to sustain as
the US-China rivalry heats up to propel them
both forth, with neither side ready to cover us
under its defence dome without New Delhi
signing upas a subordinate ally. If the going
gets tough, as itcould in time to come, given
Beijing's ambitions of power projection, our
neutral stance might put us inatight spot, Asa
matter of national resolve, though, we have
keptany breach of Indian autonomy offthe
table ofalliance talks. This means we must play
catch-up on weaponry. Recently, an Agni-3 test
ofa missile with multiple warheads placed India
inaleague of powers with only the US, UK, Rus-
sig, China and France as members, Clearly, our
top brass wants to keepup with other powers.
Butas Al-enabled dronesand HG Vs emerge as
whizzy new threats, we'll need to keap ahead.
Yet, we must not let enlarged defence outlays
get the better of sound economic policies.
Chinarisks slipping into a middle-income trap,
Sodoes India, Toavert such an outcome, we
must focus on the quality of people’s lives, not
Justthe inequity of power gaps.
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An economic lesson from a visit
to the Bank of England Museum

It ought to exhibit the roles of Newton and Gresham to explain how bad money drives out the good

VIVEK KAUL
|5 the author of ‘Bad Money’

% n2July, Ivisited the Bank of
England Musewn in Londor.

& Itwas an interesting and nn
engaging experience. Nonetheless. |
wits left wanting maore, simply because T
thougiit the musenn would be maore
about the history of money than shout
whe did what atthe Bank of England
sinee its establishment in 1694,

‘Tw gentlemen whio should have
Found a mention inthe iuseum’s
exhibits are Isaac Newton and Thomas
Gresham, hoth intricately linked io
how money has evelved over the years,
Nesvton, edher than plavinga key rofein
theschentific revolution, was also the
Master of the Roval Mint from 1509
until his ceath in 1727,

1n 1717, a5 Master of the Mint, Newion
mde a decision which ensured that
gobid became England's money, with the
conntry gradually moving towards the
gobd standard, under which paper
mosey wits backed up by gold stored in

vaults. Interestingly, as the British
Empire expanded, other countries
thought the gobd standared was one of
the reasons Behind that seccess and

advisor to Queen Elizabeth [ whoruled
from 1558 to 160, When she became
thes quasen, ruders over the centuries had
been debasing money by issuing coins
wheose face value was more than the
amasunt of precious metal in them, Fur-

ther, these rulers insisted that o debased

fnancial institutl nd then to drive

entnwith lower metal content was
worth the same as a whole one with full
mietal content. This meant that cliizens
were expected to lgnore the precious
metal content of a coln and just look at
its e valu.

This led tis a pecubiar situation where
the goesd colns—whose metal content
was equal tothebr face value—were
hoarded, resulting in their vanishing
fromm cireulation. The bad coins, which
‘had less metal content, were used for
transactions withinthe country.
Elizabeth Fwanted b ot this

divwns Interest entes in order to encour-
ige individuals and Grms to borrow and
spend more, Something similar hap-
pened on a bigger scale after the covid
pandemic broke ot in 2020

This lswhere the current day version
of Groesham's Law comes into play. As
ok minch of had” fat money wi
ated, individuals exchanged
they thoarghit is ‘good” money: stocks,
real estate, artworks, gold_jewellery,
high-end cars. fancy watches, et
Youmnger m\mlnmuwn]micerl at

ki

alwm'ﬂj and lssue new silver colns
whose face value would be equal o the
amount of inetal in them, Gresha un

rypiot mumtll1cnn~\
From March 2022.tiw US Federnl
Reserve has been gradually sucking out

warnged her thut had money

ol gond maney, near |mglh.a(peuph.
winild stash away the newer coins for
thelr metal content and continue trans-
acting in old coins, This came o be
relerred to as Gresham's Law.

5o, how s this bit of history relesant
o the world that we Lve in? Through
the 200h century, as democrcy became
the norm globally, the link between
paper meney and gold broke down.
Now we have flat money, where money
Iam't really hacked by anything excepta
Hatwhich says that money is worth
whiat the government says it bs.

Fint money also bets central hanks
ereate more moriey out of thin air by
simply printing it or creating it digttally.
I the past. whes godd bacled money, it
wasi't very easy for central banks te
create money out of thin air because
thire was always the danger of people
wanting thelr paper money conyverted
into gedd. A central hanks did not
hive unlimited access to the vellow
metal, which was and remains scarce.

Indeed, central banks now.are not
held back by thisdynamie snd can cre-
ate any amount of money they want to.
[t's by the Fear ol high inflatlon that
‘holds them back. The central banks of
the Western world and Japun printed a
Iot ofmoniey in the aftermath ofthe
financial crisls of 2008, first to rescue
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The proble
money is that it rewards the
minority that can handle
maoney, but fools the
generation that has warked
and saved money.

the minney it had printed and pamped.
Upuntilearly August, ithad ged to
suck out close to SLA Lrillion. So, uuwaI]
eves are on the ethier by central bank,
the Bank of Japan, which recen
raised intorest rates. But the question s
when will it start sucking out all the
miomey it ereated outof thin air?

Now, that remains i big worry for the
glehal investor ecosystem, given that
ow interest rates in Japan have encour-
nged big financial imvestors o borrow in
yeand invest in other parts of the
wiirld insearch ofhigher returns, I
Interest rates in Japan start golng up,
this carry trde will ave to unwind,
sendling global finzncial ma Lri.r. 5 V-
thingg from stoc ks i
spin. The US Fed has \In\'ldvhwn with-
drawing printed money and is likely to
cointinue dodng so, And that, in turn, can
create aslowdown or 3 rec
environment. which central hanl
have to dieal with all over again.

Toconclude, thisls nod a call for the
wirld tego hack tor the gold standard or
any other similar s m. Nonetheless,
central banks do meed togo easy on the
bddea of creating mosey out ol thin air.,
st not go berserk as they seem (o}
I recent vears, because that has co
yuences which they are not na position
to-control, Oh, and the Bank of England
Munseum needs to hav i Newton's
role among its exhihits

y
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Fool’s gold: Olympics held up a mirror to the country

RAGHU RAMAN

s former CEO of the National

few grams of gold can elevate or
depress a nathon's morale and stature,
Buat frst; why shioubd any nationspend
ey om sports, especially one whose popi-

Mationsinvest insports for theee strategic
reasons. The fire is global positioning.
Sportsare surmogates ol warfare and derived
from combat, Think of shooting, archery,

Javelin and discus throws, fencing, boxing
Intelligence Grid, distingusshed  und of course wresthng,
fiallow at Ofserver Fesearch Thee Olympic Games have always been a
Foundation and author of surrogate batleground for global power
Everyman's War' Jo:‘krvymg Recall Berlin, E36, whe fri-
rican Jesed denulished Hit-

anwd UWmiL\MhlJ:ul:t-d.l.nratlllvw\ who had

:ml!n alml:t tlw nmtal_-, of our sporing

Fathietes and the

nothing tedowithy
wasted by leaders playing thelr cwn games,

Olympics also praject a m!mn s overall
i 18

lity of :sd’llrLaIun
panying sportspersons. Noone chalkénges

won by India between the Berlin and Tokyo
Games, 24, urtwo-thinds, were inindividual
events, Borring hockey, our'medal mindset”
hasereated individal gladiators rather than

m I!??:! until the Soviet Unkon eaght up in
the 1872 Munich Olvmpies and creshed its
rivi ddr {sively in the Mondreal games The
Unibon maintuined its medul domi-
Brgin its
1's pride In
wanand admiration for every
rimegre tally ofahbout 40 medals
w50 far, while China hagged 90 in Parls
alone. reflects the country’s position.

The second redson s natkonal health, Well
implemented, every rupee nvested insports
detivers exponential benefits in terms of
phiysical, mental and social health. Sports at
mxsn.nl Bevelscan omurrvlhrul.ﬂ)lur ekt

|l'l"‘| Arvan supremacy” deluskan, beiting
every Coucasian athlete in four different
evenis inthe dictator’s own hacloyard,
In 1880, gmpo] tical tension Iu'luwn
il

‘Evingn ity costs and
meuh:a] expenses while fending ofuntold
misery. It is proven that vouth engaged in
sports are nod just healthior and more pro-
ductve citizens. hm al-.u Jess lkely to fall

the relevinee of politict Tais

teams, th - pair-

whe seem to wield official, semi-official or
surrogate influence over every fedemtion or
assoclatiosn for each spon

pose of national investment in sports.
And asforwresther Vinesh Phogat, herels
a story she and millions of

withlitte ransparency or her fans might find solace

runtallity for the wse The Games are i Forty ago, the Los

L With Angel il il

:nulipnav"dwm“ :l‘r?:;?ﬂcmln} atest Of mett 'E :::f:fl;mmo : ?m:]r:nm .

e pomini ik over miataland o, =i sres

iy TS SHOWING S0 s

ol - ier wasthe hit b 5

u'ﬁ.:li |ﬁl|.lk’f]1[LI s ::::I't\l reflects asense !‘tr;]tllc‘;wml the women's
Braging sports s a il 3, -melres
enit plan’ for the  OFf duty to future heldforthefirst

et e rntion. L Fevuar Laps tivgtn, g
“The third rezson s ineil- generatlons for victory when

cathomn of sportsman spirit

and camaraderie, “The bat-

the e Waterhoo was won in the playing fields

of Eton.” goesa Britbsh saying that referstoa
")

tos
I.S hmrum:([ the Moo f.'l[\rm]m 5, [ro-
besting the Soviet invaston of Afghanistan, In
retaliation, the Soviet Union boyeotted the
1984 Los Angeles CGames, The blood, sweal

prey ot alwse S
nL-s.mJmehlmunllnhumnmpil:u.

But ifmedalsalone become the vardstick
of sureess, thien the tail wags the dig. The
eupharia of one odd victory hides hard

schionl. This = about sports
asi buldder ofindivicual and team character,
This bs why thiere | h hasls o sports

trlp]JIm,,Ilth.lJ’all.Budd whose 1 mul]la
tionwascontroversial because she took Brit-
s 2

lwer origin-country South JI\I'r]na, finished

in military training. And here again lies the
rony of ourspors strategy. Ofthe 32 medals

seventh jured her hipand had to be
carried away weeplng From an unfinished
race. This controversial event marred the

entire Olympics, snd specifically the victory
of Marieien Poica, wha won the gokd medal.
Adthough she had clocked In faster than
Diecker inthe gqualilying heats, her victory
was widely perceived to be the result of
Dovker's drop-out.

Ammid all the hlame-shifting amd angu-
ments over Phogat, the lronie symbolism
iy milssed is that the Olymple gobd medal
15 actually mace ofsibver, with just about 1%
ol ton account of gold-plating), The vahise
o the medal never lay in the metal. [t was
and will alwayes be in the warrior's mettle,

Abhimanyu isimmonialized ssoneof the
greatestwarriom ever, even though legend
Tuas bl bessiings his last battle, His sixslyers
fedl firom reverenice Lo eternal shame for thedr
oowardice and wiles, even though they “won”
thefight. We don't need amedal to il
ks whio wirn and who lost. Phogat's boss of
that piece ol metal isjust ancther one of the
misfortunes that ife threwat er, Her grap-
pling days aren'tever nnd we wish herwell.

Asfora natbon thit spends croees on jam-
barees and Is reputed to hold the wordd's
Largest private stash of gokd, the inability te
lifi even six grams ofitoen a global stage tells
uswhere we stand in cur responsihility to the
et generation. Neither Easter, nor stronger
or higher. And, sadly, nog even together.
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Clouds gather
over peace talks

Iran’s threat of retaliation and lsrael's
continued brinkmanship could derail
talks set to begin again on Thursday

possible Iranfan retalfation aguinst lsrael
for the killing of Hamas and Hezbollah
leaders could have severe ramifications for
negotiations on a ceasefire in Gaza that are
expected to resume on Thursday. Iran has already
dismissed a call by France, Germany, and the UK not
to go ahead with its threat, adding 1o concerns about
an escalation of the Israel-Hamas conflict that began
more than ten moniths ago. Egypt, Gatar and the US,
which have been mediating the discussions between
Hamas and Israel, have indicated they Intend o
present a “final bridging proposal” at the upcoming
negotiations to reach a ceasefire in Gaza, where the
death toll s inching towards 40,000 though several
studies lave pointed to o much higher figure, It s
against this backdrop that the leaders of France,
Germany, [taly, the UK and the US issued a joint
appeal on Monday that called on Iran to “stand
down” Its threats of a military attack against Israel
and highlighted the “serious consequences for
regional security” arising from such n strike.
However, the leaders also pledged their support
for Israel against Iranfan aggression.

The lranian lendership clearly faces a dilemma; if
itgives in to this appeal, it will be perceived as weak,
especially after the bombing in Tehran that killed
Hamas leader lsmail Hanlyeh at a time when he was
aguest of the [ranian State at the inauguration of
President Masoud Pezeshkan. A strong response
against Israel could set In motion events that can
lead toa rapid escalation of the conflict, Key western
powers suich as the US and Germany are perceived
asenablers of Israel's immoral onslaught in Gaza,
and their position in the current imbroghio has led to
frequent accusations of double standards, At the
sume time, the upcoming negotiations too nre under
aeloud as botl Himas and lseael have doubled
down on thelr orlginal positions, which resulted in a
dendlock in the last few rounds of talks, Some in the
Israeli leadership are even attempting to portray this
s Hamas's reluctance to agree to o ceaselire, Itls
now becoming clenr that the ceasefire negotiations
are being stymied and jeopardised by PM Benjamin
Netanyahu, whose government continues to
In provecative actions, ranging from the relentless
bombardment of civilians in Gaza to assassination,
and the West must do more to convinee him to back
down and irnstend work towards a peaceful salution.

Delhi lost water bodies

to administrative failure

the world, has lost close to half of the water
bodies it officially lists. This summer, when

the hottest days saw teniperatures rise to almost 50
degree Celsius, the city's struggle with water
adequicy was underlined by visuals of women and
clilldren running after witer tankers even as the
Aam Aadmli Party government approached the
courts to get neighbouring Haryana to release more
water, Against an average daily demand of close to
1,400 miltion gallons, the ity got somewhere
bietween 978 and 938 million gallons per day during
the peak heat period of May-June.

So, the loss is colossal, and in more ways than one,
It has likely contrituted to the unprecedented
waterlogging in the Capital this monsoon, given the
water bodies would have served as avenues for run-
off to collect. And water bodies play o erucial role in
maxderating the city’s micro-climate, recharging
surrounding aquifers and protecting biodiversity.

For a city that is almost entirely dependent on
nedghbours for water losing close to half of its water
bodies to encroachment and other factors polnts at
abject administrative failure. Indeed, over the past
decade or so, there have been several reports of the
Capital's water bodies being converted into
unauthorised settlements. dump yards, even a
hogpital. Delhi has yet to notify a single wetland
seven years after the Union government made this
mandatory forall staves and Unlon Territorfes.
The fact that the Wetland Authority of Delhi has met
only five times since it was set up in 2009 — last in
September 2021 — Indicates alarming inertia in the
face of growing water insecurity, Whether assigning
monitoring duties to aclutch of officers, as is being
proposed, cun protect Delhi's remaining water
Dioddies reming bo be seen.

De!hL.mnmgtho most water-stressed cities in

How sub-quotas queer
affirmative-action pitch

The Supreme Court's
decision green-lighting
SC/ST sub-quotas and a
secondary call to enforee
creamy layer exclusions
hold the potential to
upend a settled but
imperfect compact
v dluanan 98, A turiao of
prosiests agalin] & cormmission
fed by Br mlvocate John
Slmon wins swecping the still-
Britinh colony of ndia. Delving
the groundswell led by the

Indian National Congress, a 37-yoar-
wld barristor ronched Pane to give his

rely upan the msubi of competitive
axamination is o peactise s delusion
upan them,”

Hiddensint this were the finst echoes
of his arguments biter in the Constitu:
ent Assembly, In the S0-0dit yenrs
sinee, reservatkon systems evidved,
expanded and wene rl‘slmpml. Yetin

ehoctoeal exgpodieney bid also bocauie
Dualits could exeridse more power
through the ane-person-onevoi s5-
tem (another of Ambedkar's Simon

o
hrogh acoess-barriered instinu ons
such as civil society. medis and the
Judiciary. (Jw:rtm Iuldmdr_nlmi

'y
T AR HAE

anchusions fan this andety. If rescrvae

this churn, the policy for
Castes (SC) il Schedidlod Tribes (S1)
lisrgecly Presmminid e, cotrtesy e
affirmmation in te Conseiation (unlike
that [or Other Backward
Clussen) and the constant
proessure from the streeds
that forced one goverment
after apather o ahicld quo:
toa Trom judicial conmure,
This held troe whether in

docision in I!'!ﬁll'mlng thr

Dhrubo
thee Champakam Dovatrglan Iyoti

Ly,
e fore I e d\'\mlumu.bml]ng
hee oyt of & baesgenous Dall vote
as the BIF wuccessiully cleaved
sanaller groups using col-
ral nathomalisi, only for
e Dpposithon (o beat 1 at
e game in 2004

Tt happens now? For
decadis, smaller 5C groups
suich i Muodigpas liv ersiw il
Anifhira Pradesh or Animl-
hatthyars in Tarnil Neady found

stucrentin fromt of the
ber paned, D BE Ambedkar’s state-
ment pushed back pgalnst the

alemnand that the all-British

stk have hadl an Indinn me
the principal contention of the Con:
wrisss — because he foll caste elites
could not have appreciated his

whermiomi for dignity.

He spo ke clogguently of the need e
Tcrlul mssbstance for the depressed
asses, maklinig for the first tme n
lﬂiw coae for affirmative action

a strinng of e

law virtually mIII? bnninwn court
verdict that diluted provisions of the
SOST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
Until possibly now. The spex
court's recent decision I

an the hackfoo
1ok Ui n conmpstison (o upper cusies
but also some of thelr SC ll(e[hn:ﬂ.
The demand for local quutas

tons hivve perfor iy,
 largge chunk of the blame mas De
with the difident Implementation
that metes aun dollops ol humikation
i yrimg peoplie mmlnm cenill-

ppression

ol time. Hene, quaotas hivve Bitke
uncthon beyond economic. and,
therefore, there [ no reasan o mir-
ture them mnd every motivatlon 1o
wihltuke: them down for the sake of ¢l
elency and merit As o resul, there &

CIHS,
pll.vsrwlu}- and workploces, and
allowes tens of thousands of vacances
i positions ranging from univerultics
o government jobs, As Gopal Guaru
Ainggests, therefore, the problem of
amaller SC groups 't bigger groups
comnering % but something
deeper in the caste-based politicl
econenty. Without granular dati that
(In: regular consus doesn't have, sind

emunates from there. but aksocreates
feties

ihve subclassification ol SCST quotas
il & secowtdary call umsnnmg L]
[eair judges 1o enforce creamy kyer
ienicdumlonis el the potentis bowpend
i settled but Imperfect eompadt on
affimsative action i ldia,

e 17, chectonal polities has

o special quotas on dquestion of efli-
rl(m'y wnd rewdt. Takdug the case of
bl service exarminakion s, e sald,
“Thesysem of conmpetite oxamina -

Tt relicd upan nummdunfmn

¥ abend of e courts on
reservatims In tee early yours., 1l
Judiciory usid argurmerts of merit io
kK o, Mhen aclonowledgod qio-
ta s necessary but sl antithetical
tovelficiency, and finuly came anound

w0 wods. But those clr-
CumEtanees presuppose it the edu-
entional system of the State is suffi-
clomtly democnatic,,, This hasic condi-
thom 16 conspicuous by it absence in
I, s w0 bt bunchowaun cliasses b

1 Uit ddiversity and eor-
recting oppression was in itself a
socinl good, In each of these phiases,
asodetaikod i CI DY Chandrachud s
Jugment, pobitses wis alead of fud
cial reasondng — not only because of

g lieger 5C
groups that politicnl pmk-s will use¢
oL o expot Irnctures in the Dalit
enmimunivies for frst-past-the-post
wims, AL & tme when Dalit people,
Irvespective ol thelr comomic stand-
I or sociod stanus, foce sl casie bur-
riem andd are often at the recehving
end of vialence for et sumisme,
Tears aboaut a lode of unity have real
world lmplications, Think of e pan-

| itwill b cliffi-
cult to mnke those nll]s

Aggattnst this bickdrop of pernicions
citste diseriminmion, inoome exclu-
hims augsnest it cconomic molility

Heen Cand
SCST guotns, Many | and polit
chans, including some former PMs,
e b adhers (o this view.

Tt alternative view, championed
Iy D Amnbellear, soes reseivations
il i an economie lever bt a soclal
e, wsed to kevel the playing ficid
nfter centurics of oppression. These
corsdinutional puarvmecs of qualin
met as the glue 1o hokd disparate
strands of this Republic rogether
clespite a sochety whene te sccidont of
birth contines to define the destin
wl lide. Hhene, SCST quoias are ditfer-
et from O1Cs becanse the former

ends caste blas, while emgirical ol
dlence shows Lot caste only morpls
{1 slhpee willaout losing i1 bite, Not
by I Intergenertbonal mobiliy pre
erlous for Usese commuanities, bt
recent Pesearch also shows social or
etunomie pserthon can nvite shorp
new forms of viclence. Thivk of uspl-
ml‘hml Dl imesi bing attachoed

dering by partien i dominant groups
dermal

(quotos i
eritlnd proups ke in Maharwhirn
o Haryana. or holding back survey

on socinl
mrxlln or tiding @ hors oF 8 motr
Bike, amd the logic of crenmy liver

powerful

Eroups as in ‘Karnatnla — and it is
honr wiiy thes i  fraght moment,

Verdices callirg for & grodual end to

Teservathons of Insiiating income

can begin 10 mravel.

At the care of thés chum ane fwo
contrasting worldviews, Gne oaks at
reservation o i bivter pallistive that
the State j« swallowng for o limived

the
Enbrurmandty of unouchability. Reser-
vatlons are ol antithetical o meri,
therefore, bt o fulcrim 1o schieve
ostret g even ~ diignity,
Simce that day in 1928, the history of
reservitiony hos Bseen shapod by the
clanh of these two workdviews, The
iond ahesd will be determined by
Thavw ntab-quitas pilay out — whether
they hedp down on SC group , o
umclermine Dealin sy without any
meaninglul lmprovement n thelr
conditions, as some fear. 11's too earfy
o call the verdict a landmark

T sl sl s prersnimal

Remembrance as healing:
Memorialising Partition

desite for mankind never t forgel

ow ap I the future, what tool

pice” This podgnant quote nsocl-

ated with the Holocmust ressnates deoply

when we consider two ol the most devastat:

lng tragedies of the 20th century: The Holo-

et and the Partition of Ind o Both events,

occurring withina few years of ench other,

vesulted i unimaginabe suffering moss dis-

plscernent, and millions of Ives lost. Yet, the

waty these iragedies are nemembered and
mr.;::rlallmd diffiers slgnificantly,

“llhmwl-ﬂlmtﬂn e irvany that

arehiive meana that many peronil o
il ervedil detoby are belng lout as genera-
Hloma pasa, This gap In our Metorfcal knuow-
erlge not anly does a dsservice o thase who

thie Partition bat also Hmit
abiliey to Jewin from this pivotal maomentin
history,

Lavstty, comperting the memorialistion of
the Holecnus and the Partition highlights
the often uneven appronch to historical
mernoty on i global scabe, While tse Holo-
LS [t o western Corsciousness hus
b«'n profound and enduring. cvenisof stml-

Holocaust

In other parts of the world
Imw" X saime kevel of iention.

workdwide, with the Unl led States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington DC and
Yl Vashem in derusabem bolng among the
s promnent. These |nsiiutions st ol
anly & repositoric of historicul artefacts
i testimanbes but olso s powerful educs:
tlonnl toals. enmiring that the Haolocausts
horrorsare never forgoten,

B stark contrasd, the Partithon of
Invdtin. which resubied in the dis-
acomaemt of approsiastely 20mi-
!Inn people and the denths of 1-1
anililon, biks a commparmble level of
doesimentation and memorialisi-

This discrepancy calls for o more bulanced
appronch W preserving global historical
Ty,

Ther poeise o garneirmimont b begiat o take
sleps towirds remembering ad nclnowl:
lﬂulrgl.mllmmuufrmmlhm.l'hlu ahilftbs a

Sosmmmin

Lk 7 o
trations that ofien opted o downplay or
avoid the topic, Tewring it might
reoper ol wounds. However, this
niw stance recognises o croctal
truth: Comfronting painful history,
rither than suppressing i, is essen-
tial for genuine hesling and

tlon, Despite Partition's mussive Anurag mmn The notion that semem-
scale and lasting impact on the Punetha g Parti tion will enly cause fur-
Indinn subcontinent. there is mo ther barm i Ml'?chmmrdwlhr
5 el understnding that history, when

o preserving Ly memory, The sok:
st atleTipe, 3 private musenm in Ameit-
sar, Indin, wilie commendable, falls short of
caipiisring the full soope of this momuiental
everil

This disparity In |1l1nulI|I||Llnm ralses
critical questions sbout §

properly addressed, provides an
apportunity o karn, reconciie, and move
rward.

Conmpmty fes wodldw bde have deinoastrated
it dscdrg Idsaoricsl wanemnss Dead-on ollows
sncheties o make pruw with thelr pest.

1 Lo sk g truths with

memary
and its Emportance. Why is il erucial to
remember the horrors of Partition with the
s Intensily s we rendn ber the Haolo:
caust?
Firstly. memoriulisation serves m o pow:
erful ook for echucution and prevention, By
dncumvnlulu-nrl pretenting the Eventd al

llrlk'rmmmuduvm:[r uenoes of
weligimeand npnlrdlmn&um The farmmation

Bl truttys oF seketive paratives uitiraely
proves counierpeoduct ive. Like a lestering
wonsid covered by a landige, the paln and
consequences of Partitlon canmot bo truly
addressed anth] they are oxposed 1o the light
of homest examinution and discussion. By
biingitig Unise experionoed into the open,
Uniden b tking & eroctal step peosurds nod gnly
honouring the experiences of those who
Fived through Partitfon but alse equipping

af nations | s seen
A the creation of Pakistin woc. lutes, B
desh, has Jed mhumnl’lm«momm
Dilities. A comprehensive Partidon musoum
ol servie as o stark reminder of the perils
af such divislve ldeologies,

Secondly, remembering the Partiison s
crucial for healingg and reconcilintion, Muny
nurvivors aed their desendants sl bear the
truim of s event, Acknowledging their
expericnoes through officlal memorialis -
fiom can provide o sense of validation and
clomure, pofentinlly m::ﬁ lemggatanding ten-
slons hetween ¢

Thirdly, & detalled record of the Partition
ls essentlal for historleal accurncy amd
nniderstanding The kack of a comprohmsie

EW‘I COUNTRIES TAVE

x| AKE
PEACE WITII THEIR PAST.

new with the knowloalge to pre-
wenl sich iragedies in the future.

This approach aclnowledges that while
remembering cun be painful it s 2 necessary
purt of the healing process. By creating spa-
e fo Ao, comamem ortlon, nid edu-
ention about Partitlon, indla is paving the
wiry far & more nuanced snderstanding of s
st and o more Informed nﬂ:mth to i
Tuture, This willimgness o conliont diMcult
history hexd-on s & sign of o maluring
democracy.

While the Holocaust and the Partition of
Indin were distinct ev with their owh
unlgue conie xs, b epresent grave
haimmamn sutfering inthe Xth contury.

The comprahentive memorialisation of
the Holocas serves ay s madel for how we
miight apgrronch the remen brsnee of the Par-
sition. By creating spaces for education,
refbection, and reconciliation, weenn ensure
that the kessons of these tragedies ane not lost
B fime,

VOLKER TURK

\.I

Criminal kaw must ney

to lim
expression i

Wolding condum ovin the dietention in Veeriela after
il ispoirt e vyl stiad ebe i re sty

the rights

d peaceful assembly

How India must respond
to the crisis in Bangladesh

hmar ‘With the nhll'l I|1 thit |)nl|!lrul

r Fuill el wnd cotald seek hir 1
“in Bl glaidest pruunu Imlm wllh a Treiem I, Mﬂ.m'l‘}-llnuplmwumulw
ol (iplomattc anid ol Hsdr s el | ler gl bl

Ilmrlpc

eraiho bave tracitionally allgned with India,
[porierigialiy | I e 1l

bility of tadlian sup :

Nlﬂl ndulmdyﬂn:nh& l'l:l.u-ﬂm under-
mmﬂlhrﬂolluluInu*rplwnl’mg:wnl [3
tics. internntional interests, ond ol tmpmil—
ticin for Indin's own stralegic iiterests.
Hagina’s 15-wear tenuee as Primie Minister
(M) of Bangladesh enced abruptly amid esci-
lating protests and vielence, What began as
student-led e monstrations ower o high court
tuling on ihe controversial quotn system
quibclly spiralled o s broader anti-govern-
ment movement. Hasini's administraion

wil
o gnificarat lioss of 1 and Inimmlrrluu
aithon ol e unrest. Thie upheadal
revended the vidnerabillties of
Havsdnin's bong-standing rule, Desplie
her firm control over the govern:
i, sy Bt 1o gangge the dejsth of
discantent siimeneriing beneath the
marfnor. Thﬂa'hlnmli uilmrbin,g

Yusuf T
Unjhawala

ippe
The eopelitieal lmplications of this criss
g0 beyond immaediate bllateral comcerns,
Bangladesh’s strategle position and s Hes
with Chia sdd signficant cormplexity Lo the
situation, Chira huis been a key defence anp
plier to Bangladesh. providing submarines,
warships. and support for o new naval hase
designed to aceomimoedate subsuntial naval
wssees Additionally. China hias extended a
Aot of loans o
Thrpﬂu-nrlai for immedﬁllmuirmm
Hangladesh's posséble use of ehis
:Mmlph\umrhuhnu
mevessiLutes o curefil agproscl.
Al pproach fo (e criss st
b hoth strateglc and adapeable; It
it engage with the carcsiker gov-
ermmcn i other coerging beadors
I Dhaka o peeserve it sirateglc
ntenests I the earctaker govern-

o with
ingy atachs on the I-Imdu mlnunk\' Thi-hn

maont ar an eventually clected one
vt e frienly, Inclia et comvey s nod

iries et hat ts Fiberests are sle
religeo Inﬂuﬂ pareder.
Thie protests had g d sipport Postential b isss, such as o

Imm warious aesmmu of socioty. Hasina's
rngum o omly fadbed o sup-

?rulllc prodests bt aba upmui e for
o) Forces o expbol the stnation. The
lhnglnduh Yy grew |ncreasingty unensy
with thie governmients spprosch. This discon-

refuggee infhax resulting from the vioknce
i rreinovities in Bungladesh, could strsin
Indlia's pesonrces and domiestic stabillty, India
s pressed (e new government to contain
the vislerce. 1t should alse work m prevent
violence asinst Awarni I.ﬂlg:n: lesncbers aned

Rl led 1o rather extracrdinary
— thiarmy as ing Hasing to fiee, mmlr:
(!

hir cadie b
mullnl.tu-nu and are Triendly with ndin,
tical uphesval in Boighudesh maris

further Moodshed and avolding o potent
of her

Por ndin Haskon's ouster preseiis o chal-
lenghig conndium. She his been one of
Indi's most refinble partoers in the reglon
Her government e with New Delhi
o & runge of | ke, counber-terturiam
o trinthe and conpectiv iy, and her allgnment
with Indian strategle iMerests made her an
imvaluable alty, However. her downfall has
foroed Indin ko confrond a difficult roadity: the

' ok Junt foF U nolson bul
lnr reghonl dynaimbcs ay well. As Hosdng's
depariue signals o quaistum shift, In IIII
reaponse will peed to b both moasur
mm-dw m;qun,gmm:u-djwlm un'

nguln highlighis the nuprtd!rl.ullr At of
Sauith Aslan pedities —the fraglity of poltical
regimes and the mpid shifts that ean oeeur,
For India, it imeherscores the necessity of
enuigging with a mnge of sakeholders while

1g 118 long-
ferm interests. indin hm}unmed her tempo-
mary agy lam. Should the former Bangladeshi
:I‘Mbrunn bl 1o secure permunent ssyhim

Amarag Panetha iy a broudcast madia
prafiesstomal, il amectis e, GNCA
The vbéw exprisseil i perinal

Ter b
1ndm|t~hﬂmwuh" lacd sl Thee nes

4

Thie coming months will be critical in shap-
ingg the Futvere of Bndtio- Burglades h relations,
“Tae path forwnrd will dernand ugiliy and dip-
lommaiic skills as India adjusts to the changes,

poverTETIeT iy L

the viokence thal lel.ud Im e rous desths

Vraigf T Tukahasfks
Iisraitn. The viewes expresad we persandl

L I-i nmn- . munmmmmm oo v pet vt et VICENCE S, LTI N30, A 0 OB Rt ]ty by Wil mlnn T 5, Akl ﬁqnl Rﬁlh-
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NE IN NUMIBERS
Bangladesh’s inflation
rises to a 12-year high
in the month of July

I per cent. The
.66
faced turmadl due to the massive student

protests over 4 controversial job quota
systom, wn

Why s there constant tension and friction between the Union government and the Delhi government? What did the 1989 135
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ext&Context

THE

The Russian territory

controlled by Ukraine

s of Monday

8“ In kilometre squanes.
olfensive Into Rusias

Kursk region across the border last

Tuesday, Viadimir Putin ardered his army
1o “dislodge” the Ukrainlan troops, we

Number of
Palestiniar
Gaza since October 7

39,929

deaths in the last 24 hours, as per Gaza's
heakth ministry, A1 least 93,240 poople
have been wounded In the Gaza Stip, we

= HINDU

killed in

Delhis Yamuna water The
rises close to the
warning level

204.35:"

andd Flood Control Minister said the water
lewed b4 rising due to the discharge of water
fyam Haryana's Hathinlkund barrage. »

deve

Irvigation
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An overview of governance in Delhi

Hew has the Municipal Corporation of Delhi been involved in the power tussle? What can be done?

EXPLAINER

Hanmgarafan, K

The story so far:
Te Supreme Court has ruled
that the Livutenant Governor
{LGH of the Nathonal Capltal
Territery (NCTY of Delhi
nominate 10 men to the Munlcly
Corporation of Delhd (M) on his own
without the akd and advice of its councll
of ministers, This has added to the
frbction between the Unlon govers
the Dl government and the local
ROvETImEent,

How did Delhi government evolve?
At the e of the commencement of the
Constituthon im 1950, Delhi was a Pan
State, During the I
carrled out in 1956
Terrivory 1o be governed by
adulnlstrabor. The MCD wias established
I 1958, sinved a Hindeee bocal government
was established since 1966, Subsequenty,
as per the recommendations of the
Balakrishunan commities (1989), the
Coastitutlon through the 6

armendment (1991} |mwnh'il fora
Legisl A of
minlsters for T of Delhl, However,

the subjects of public order, pollce and
Land were exchuded from the Delhi
govermment; the Union government has
contral over them, The Gover
INCT of Delli Act, 1991 contains the
dhetaibed provistons relating to fis
leggislatare, executive and adminkstration,

What are the Issues?

Shnce 2005, the Union government led by
the Bharathya Janata Farty (817} the
Db government bed by Aam A
Party (AAP) have been it loggerheads on
virous isses, While palitheal differences
play @ plvotal rede in such conilicts, there
are also important legal anghes, The
Juddgments of the Supremme Court have
vestlted in amencdments o the
Government of RCT of Delhi Act that have

Inrages A

nader aned party support
51 Khe Delhi LG on Augy

it in Dhelhi. AL
these developaments in
provided in the above

e last dhecade Is
ible.

i the Delhi government, the
with iis elected representatives add
.uml her dimension o the problem as was
witmessed In thee recent unfortunate oss
of lves due 1o electrocution andd looding
In Delhi, The pullic at large witnessed the
shifting of blame between el
representatives at all three lovels,

What can be the way forward?
As part of its judgment in 2063,
Suprenme Court mentioned that there s a
triple chaln of aceountaldlity I a
demoeracy. The offic re accountable
1 the ministers; the councll of minlsters
are colbectively responaitei to
legislative assembly; and the legislitive

assembly members are accountable to the

The Union versus Delhi

Since 2018, the Lnkon g

et led by the BIP and the Debhi government led by AP have been

ot loggerheads an various lssues

Came | Hirkel description mplication
T Gl Migh Court rded that the LG of Delhl |18 made the appointed LO the
eagr trol of a1l matters ielaling reduging the

Il
Gowt Of NCT of
Dethl v LI
2ora)
e

headed by

O appesl againat tha Delh HC judgment, the
Suprerme Court hold that the LG was bound
the ‘aicd and advice’ of the council of mintsters
ol Dl except on

cted
i hi
This restiered the powers of the
elested govemment of the HCT
of Delhd In matters of day-to-day
adminkstration

| mathors relating to public order, police and Lind

Gavermmant ol i

of NET of Dadhi

1t required the cou
opinion of the LG bel
s specied by the LG

[
Dt vy LY
2033

arclor, pobice and land

Authority for
' This autharity will
Mo Chied Se
Secrstary of Delhl

{mendment]
At 2000

As part of its judgment in 2023,
the Supreme Court mentioned
that there is a treiple chain of
accountability In a democracy,
The officials are aceountable
the minksiers; the council of
minisiers are responsible i
leghslative assembly: and the
legistative assembly members
are accountable 1o the people

the

people, The constant tussle between
variows Liyers of government ruplures
such a chaln of sccountabiiy,

The NCT 15 spresd over |
w4 ks while the capital of our count
\rw Delhi’ that houses most of the

embassies ks around 50 sq
fashinguon D wivich s the caplal

Does India have laws on the
movement of ballast water?

How s ballist wint

M. Kalynaraman

The story so far:
Tve Tl Nachu Win
Resanirves Departi
Thas informed the Nat
Green Tribunal that it s
sowght 60 crore from the
Part in Ennere, Tamil N
thee remeving of Invishe mussels on the
coast near the port in connectbon with an
odigokng case on the proliferation of
Mytellia strigata, or churru mussel tat
havrms marine ecosystems and hinders
fisher boat movements, affecting their
livelihood, The WRE has charged that
Kamarajar Port 8 the maln reason for the
spread of the invasive species by not
peuliting the ballase waiter from ships.

What Is ballast water?

Ships need 1o have a certaln level of
Immersion into the sea to be stible, When
s shdp dlischarges eargo, It rises up in the
water and therefore, to keep a minimwm
Bevel of immersion, ship stall take in sea

acilivating the spread of invasive mussels on the coast near the Kam

cal ater Inslde tanks In
|lu- ahiip, Anal when the ship loads cargo,
leacking to more lmmersion, the t
water ks pumiped out of the ship, Uniil
recemly, there was no bar on taking in
and pumpsiog out of ballase water o pores,
i the ocean, along the coast and so on,
Stnoe ballast water carrhes nvashve
species into other countries thist destroy
weosystems, global shipping has sought to
regulaie ballasi water discharge.

How serlous Is the problem®

Iy Iy, scientists have recorded nearly
30 invasive speches coming from ship
Dallast water, Ameong the most barmful in
recent times §s the chams mussel, Mytella
Rigati, says Bij nar, professor and
T of thae department of u I blology
i iversity of Kerala,
amil Naclu, as in

Ashtamu this mussel has
repliced almaost all other speches, he says.
T suurvival rate and ey production s

very high. Though of marine origin, it can
survive even in fresh water, he adids,

Mort?

What are global regulations?

Thie Ballast Witer Management (EWM)
Comventhon of the Intermational Mariie
Organdzanion (MO0 came fnto force in
2007 to heelp prevent the spread of

- organisms

and pathogens in ships’
From Seprember 8, 2007, shi
manage thelr ballast water so th
organksms and pathoge
rendherod harmless befor
witer |5 releasid Ina new locathon,
Recently constructed ships with
functioning ballast water
systenms continuously ta

ischarge of cargo and dose it with

il 1 thvee warter is rendered
+ of any blokogieal organism before the
water |s pumped out duri e boading of
wargo. Ships built before the BWM
wotvention that don't have these systems
are redguired to exchiange the ballast water
they took In a port with "neutral™ water
from the middle of the oceans enroute

the loading port.

tors 1o obitai
g exehitive o

A Conutjestion Bendh af the Supreme Court in
Mary 2000 had hetel that the Delli ssembly and
pevernment shall e legislative and executive
POwrs Dver ‘services’ sucepd in relation 1o public

ereatad the National Capital Cail Servce

he | This
enan | bal
ol the LG

ot again in favour

| ihis Festred the poveers of the
| nlectert government of the NCT
of Dol in mattars of day to-day
idministration including postings
| ind tisnaders

This R the i of o

uc.iuu.«u-u ot and Chiel
docivon

district L\spu-.nl only around 177 square
Kibometres, A sin approach may be
comshdered where red in New Delhi
off SO-100 square kilome an be under
the complete control of the Central
government, The rest of the arcas may be
brougghi under the powers of the Delhi
assemnbly, This would require o
comstitutional amendment after detailed
deliberation and consensus. Nevertheless,
under the exis st upy the spirit of the
Judgment of ¢ uipreme Court bn 2023
should be honoured.

This would ensure
Delhi get responsibl
governance from all the )
poverniment irrespective of whichever
arty i In power,

Rangarajan, R is a former IS officer
and author of J\aﬂh tnplified He
vt at
5 exprressed are

thie peaple of
wl responsive

periatial,

Amonyg the countries most serh
absout preventing ship ballast water
damaglng thelr marine ecosystems are
Australia and New Zealand. Australia, as o
imajor supplier of coal and iron and other
raw materials, sees much ballast water
1\||r|1|\||1|l ot in ports, Aust Is hon
cobogleally sensitive areas such as 1
l.rcn! Barrier Reel whene such water can
ulm-l e b Ships calling on

5 s are often subject to
Ng«wum ¢ |1u‘3k\ Enehucking of ballast water
management systems,

s

What is India's position?

Docunments of the IMO show that as of
July 2,97 countries have signed on 1o the
WM as contracting states, India is not on
the list of countries, This means that there
Is nor obligation an the part of ships

calling on Indinn ports o enforee the
BWM comvention. While other rules such
as relating to disc of oll apply In
Indlan ports, the discharge of ballist
witer broaght in from other countries ls
ot subject 1o chacks or regulation.

o restriction is seen reganding
discharge of ballast wister in Indlan ports,”
says V. I, Mathew, senlor advocate who
specialt
pents are only a fackllivstor of ship
and cannot be held lable in sue
there ks o that i vessel has
pumped out the b er that led 1o
il liivasive species, then the vessel
anwver can b held Babde 8 liw is in
fioree, says Mr, Mathew, aclding that it is
e Inclia signied on to the convention.

acres of land
tated by a
wildfire in Greece

24,700

winds, the wildfire raced across a p.l[th:ll
lnndscape northeast of Athens. we
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ishan committee recommened?

THE

GIST

The Suprerne Court mled that
the Lieutenant Governos (LG)
of the Katisnal Capital
Territory (NCT) of Debhl can
neminate 10 aldermen to the
Municipal Corporation of Dethi
(MEEY) on s v without the
aid and advise of s coureil of
Frenisters.

Sineio 2005, the Union
gowemment led by the
Bhasatiya Janata Party (BAP}
and the Delihi govemment led
vy A Aadimi Panty (M)
have been at loggerheads on
s Haues.

-

Th judgments ol the Suprome
Court have resulted in
amendments 1o the
Gowernment of HCT of Delki
Act that have curtadled the
powers of the electid
govemment in Delhi

THE GIST

-

The Tamil Madu Water
Resourees Bepartment (WRD)
ha Informed the National
Groen Tribunal that it has
sought 1160 croee from the
Hamarajar Poit in Ennane,
Taml Nadu, to facilitate the
remaoving of nvashae mussels
@ the gaast near th port

Whirn o ship dischargos cargo,
It rises wp in the water and
therefore, 1o keep a minimum
level of immarsion, ship wtalf
take in sea water called baltast
wator indlda tanks I the ship.

Thir Ballast Water Management
Corvention of the Inemational
Maritime Drganization came
Inta fonce in 2017 ko hilp
prevent the spread of
potantially harmbul aguatic
argankms and pathogens in
ships’ ballas water
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oountry and that India would
“romiinue o remaln Makives
cosest ally” He aconowl:
kg Innclia’s rode i Muddives
el the mportnoe of on o
ing prjects faclitited by
Indliy ol expressed gratitide

VEN an Indin's
'Nelghbourhood
Firnt' policy hax
Hulfered o huge

blow  with  the
meltdwn of the Sheikh
Hasina g in

Banglde sh, it has managed
o shgnificant  bwrmaround
with a smaller but bmportant
neighbour  Maldives The
pProcess s an Inelicator as to
homy Inadbin b misekcngg 1o vesich-
Just e dg hbou thodd pol ey
rom its earlier overempha
i on seraty.

To be falr both sdes can
toke credit for this. Indin
refused to get ratiled by the
initinl anti-Incian moves of
he Mubzeu government and
continued o maintan an
even tenor in ties Yol by o
notso-subitle call to boyeott
Maldivian Wwuriem in Janu-
ary that nearly halved Indlan
Louriet inflow into U coun:
iy, New Delbd enmured that
Mule got the messagee

Mubzru changel ooumie i
March this year following his
vt to China. In an mlerview
far thee boed e, b o of
thi irmportanoe of Tedia o his

for their o

Ones faetor in thin develop-
ment wan the fact that Mal
chvees b indebted o Incha o
the tune of neardy $0.5 billion
el the new Makdivian Gov
ormumerd b ben looking for
Jerbency In repayment terms.
Mudery could not but have
soen how New Delhd hod
Tmided out Sl Lonka in 2002
bty e country was hit by a
imajorevonontic crisisand of o
time  when  China  had
dithered. New Delhd came
thmiagh for Maldives os well
whien, in May, the State Bank
of Inclis chefirred] the repay-
roend of $50 million by a yeur

Butit is not just the Indsan
bt Ut worrdes Mulezu, As
Aditya  Gowdars Shiva-
murthy of the Observer
Rescarch  Foundation hus
pointed out, the mtion's
economy 1s undergoing "a
sivere crisis and I8 st
whing to say afloat”, Borrow-
ing by past governments
huve asddled the country
with a delst 4o-GD P ratlo of
110 per cont and its neserves
e rapkdly depleting

But none of these clouds
were visblke in the recontly
concluded three-day visit of
External Affiirs Minister 8
Jakshinkar to the Maldives,
the frst high-level trip o

OPED
India must invest more in regional integration

OUTREACH: Externa | A Minister S ki harbar met Maldives Prosidont Muizu left) bt woek. m

the country by an Inctian
minkiter afer President
Muleau assumed power in
November 2023, This was o
signal that IndisMaldives
relations were onee agaln
on an even track Jais-
hankar held meetings with

Mulzau, Forelgn Minister
Mooss  Zameer, Defence
Minister Ghassan  Mau-

maom andd the ministers of
Rnance, ccanomie develop-
ment und tride

Juuks harsbear s tord noverald af

the projects Indin s nvobeed
. Seeverall off theem are fanded
thawuigh India’s Linsss of Cred-
B Aumvoryg The oy projects ane

Even though India
is an iskand of
cconomic growth
and stability in the
region, its path
forward lies through
astableand secure
nelghbourdoond

the Grvater Make Connectivity
Progect, the Addu Redama-
thon and Shore Project and o
rnagor fou lne bridge jroject
b chisvedop i s a resgbomad by
whaose cvntropleoe will be the
Goan  International  Alrport
Also being developed with
Inelln bl b the Hanlmaad-
hoo  International  Alpont
expansdon  project,  whose
Foundation stome was kid by
Jaishaskar inJosuary 225,
Ttelations between the two
Colinfiries carme um!n'
weverw strain when Mulzzu
came Lo power on an 'Tdia
Out' platform and immedi-
mely  pushed for  the

removal of all of the small
mumber of Indign militery
personnel stitioned in the
idands to service Indian:
suipplied  helicopters and
abrcralt for search and res
U operatjons

He paintxdly made his
et visit to Turbey und then
o Chdna where he signed a
slew of agreements jeeking
W end the land nation's
ihepondence on Toned
imports and  healtheare
from India, His fir meet-
g with Prime Minister
Modi was ut the sidelines of
the COP24 climate summit
I Dubsak in Do bier 2023
His first official visit ook
plice i Junse whin he vist-
od New Deihi to attend the
swenring-in of PM Modi's
third government.

In the past, China has
mde major inmads into the
Moldives by promoting a
runge of mege infrastruc
ture projects and providing
libveral nid and loons, The big
Indian concern is of Chinese
muritime aetivities in the
Muldives. A Chinese compa-
my has boen given the lease
of Feydhoo Finolha island,
locuted dose W Male und
theme hovwe boen periodio
reports about the sale o Chi-
ol thee Cadlhon island, pext
o the Gan airport, in the
southem part of the country
Indian objections led o the
scrapping of plans to build o
Joint Oeean  Observation
Station In ity western most
atoll of Mudoun udhono,

As the record shows, Inclia
has moved beyond e “secu-
rity first" approach and is
willing to engage neigh
botird throggh an ull-round
policy emphasigng trode
and develogament along with
security, In the case of the
Maldives, Inclia haa, howe
er, tuken the precaution of
developing a new base in e
Minicoy isdand that is clos
est to the Moldives, and
shormg up it naval pres
enoe in Lakshadwesp,

But on u long-term basis,
India needs to put serlous
money snd effort into pro-
moting regional integration
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal
Tnititive for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and  Economic
Cooperation) has not really
wurked, and the
Bungladesh  uncertainty
makes it loas likely thot it
will do so soon, Ther Is o
newl W go back 1o SAARC
and s Seuth Aslan Free
Trudis Area (SAFTA) project.
o doulbat thin invalves ewen
trickier diplomacy, capecial
Iy In chealing with Pukdstan,
it India needs to ook
whead inntead of backwards.
It should be chear by now
that even though Indiaisan
island of economibe growth
o stability in the region,
s path  forward bes
through o stalde and secure
nolghbourhood. An  Inte
grited South Aslan reglon
provides Lhis option andcan
s be the basis of common
security wnd prosperity.

Focus on prevention, preparahon to blunt impact of disasters

SP VASUDEVA
FORMER PROJECT
DIRECTOR, NDWA

HERE was & por-
Tt baanee smong
natual  Tesses
i the pre-wdustri-
ol period St lest
stability 1o the kand wie sy
tem. But this gystem startod
Btiving way bn the post bndus:
trial phase epecially 8 o
remill  of industrialisation,
cheforestation indd fast-paced
chvelopment. The mesultant
climote change hu Jed 0 an
Increas in the fequency and
inben sity of hydrmometeorulogh
col dimsters Bhe landsdides
el cloudbursta in hills, focds
in plains and oclones in
evaatnl reghons, This veir has
somn cilastrophic desinaction
in Hirmochal Praickesh, Uttasik-
Tand and Kerala, The suation
in the NCR, Mumbal, Pune,
Jotpuer, ete, bs nobmieh differ
onl. Thire has boen o colossal
Joes f lfee and property. Thou-
sunds of people have died,
nany jire miscing and sl
others have been displacsd
My reachs, briclgos and doms
e been washecl oway:
These disanters area rosult
il hakdta o n that have been
allowed 0 come up on the
natural path of waler move-
ment and the nfrastructune
emected below Lhe Mondplain

level, In the hills, fragile
carth und rocks have been
aul o conitrud roads and
buidldings, Mining in being
carried 0wt with complete
dismeggird for the recom men-
datiany of the Envirosmen-
ol Impoct Assessment und
the Environmental Clear-
ance. Fomests hove been
degroded  and  damaged,
meducing ther power for
water conworvation and its
oot movement. Mude
generuted from construction
andd infrastnictune develop-
ment i dumped on the
Dunkes of rlvers and streams
o b courrbed away with flow-
ing water, further mising the
Poesd levied and cousing more
damage  amd  destruction
The floodgates of sorage
andd rurof-the-river hydro-
electrie proje s are ol mon-
aged responsibly. Local resi
denin ancd bourists in many
fplaces are caught off guarnd
aned washed away in food
waters in the absence of an
carly waming

The sctentific and dynamic
Nationil Policy on Disaster
Management (NPDM), 2000,
offiers guidance for the holis
e and stralegic manage
ment. of disaters. But what
the policy mntains s not
being followed to the hilt,
lending W the destriction
these disusters inflict every
yoar, The dimister manage-
mient continuum in the poll
oy s divided into the pre-dis-
mster phass of preventhon,
preparation, early waming,
mitigation and risk reduc
tion and the postlimater
sage of response, peseues,

WBLINDSIDED: Local residents and 1ouris in many pleoes me cought off guard by floods
I the abvsinc e of o aaily winiiing mechanism, /s

evacuation, reliel and reho-
bilitation Mot post-dimster
neels assessment  studes
have ahown that pre-cimster
management b8 coonomiol
by feasible ond advanis
goots. This cills for o relook
it the management strategy:
Frwuring an  effective
response has always besn
prioritised in disster man-
aggemient, ignorng the role of
e chimuter sopa

The sftustbon demards et
ter managemnent of these
hyelrometeorologcal  disas.
b, The scentifie guidelines
of the NPDM must be adopt-
wml. A fully prepared  govers
rance gystern = which prion
(FT0] [REEEY anil
odequate  prepamtion
would dmstically rsduce the
lomy of life and property
There ave staneard operting

Although
cloudbursts can't be
prevented, the
resultant Boods,
flash Boods and
landslides canbe
minimised through
risk reduction and
mitganon steps.

vk res to prepane for all
dlisators. 11 s not unchersoad
why these are not followed
Adver all, half of the work:
adreacly acoomplished i such
i iystem b in place bifore o
dizaster strikon. Though the
meed for o comprehensive
Moo foremsting mrdtem has
bern felt, it hus @ill not been
developed, The India Meteo-
rologhcal Department amd the
Centrul Water Commibssion
st promptly prepare such
an early warning system for
dver basing, walersheds of
dams in collaboration with
wtates and union lerdtores,
I8 per thr requ iremienta
Despite the lunch of the
MNutional Landalie  Risk
M:uu;uuun Prajoct, there is
no ggn of an early warning
system for predicting land-
slides. Doppler raclary have

been  inatalled to predict
heavy ruing and dingster sit-
wathonis, but svery yoar, thisy
il to che iver whisn redquired
And this year was no exeep-
ton. Only early warning mys-
temis developed and
installed for cyelones have
el ped e i almost no loss
of life and minimum dom-
nger 1o propoerty in the aflect-
ol eoustal reghona,

Although cloudbum toan't
bt prevented, the resultant
Moods, fash Noods wnd lard-
wides — whether in isolation
of in comblnation — mn be
minimised by continuously
undertaking eoctive riak
reduction  and  mitigaton
measures, A wellamanaged
aufchment n hills, theough
effoctive witershed muange-
ment, will mades the arva sla-
Rake el the ehrminags: of water
emooth, helping provent o
minimine Noods and Nash
Moods, chedking the damage
uused by cloudbursts and
aieding in averting lanclslides.
Unelistaking conatruetion of
butbdings and infrast nucture
awaiy From rivers s itreams
and above the food level will
reduce the sk and mitigate
e byt of Moodd el flash
iloods. An efficient wnd effec
Uve management of solid
waile and cleaning  the
drabnige syatems In lowns
and cities would decroase
andd even eliminate the sccy-
mitdation of water afer
hweavy rains or clowdbursts
and prevent Domds

In cume pre-disaster mias-
wres fall, there must be fool
prool post-imater steps in
ploce, namely an offlcent and

efTon e pesporuee, evicusti on
of thosw affected, howsing
thern i sl places mnd p
widding mmiedbiate reliel. In U
worsbvase  soenoario,  those
affected have 1o be rehabili
ted amd, §f required, the
damaged infrastmucture
reconstructnd.  Inferences
from postdisaster necds
nsmessment stud ks condu
o by various agencies indh
cuting that the cost of pro-dis
uater e b o lower
than that of o post <hisster
respornse, mwlief, rehalali-
thon ard meconitruction hive
ot boen talen serously,

The  management  of
hydrometeorological disas
e cm s fior o paradk gm shin
bowards devekaping, bmprov.
ing and strategising through
the dhmster  managernent
continuum covered in the
NPDM. Early worning sys
teman for ol disssters must
be developed and opera
thonulised along the Hnes of
those for cycones o enaire
bettor reaults, A wu stalnabli
development model, nature:
baxed  development  and
milutiony woidd help mitk
gote the risk of dissters
The integrotion of disaster
ridk reduction and mitige-
thom meadies bl develop-
ment pabicy planning and
imiplementition mur  get
priority. All this needs to be
monfored on o holf yearly or
yeurly basis for better out
comes. The eorliest these
kb jeudebislines sl opiera-
thors wre s dopled and imple
mented, the better they will
e ot Rkl g ancl managing
thess disasters.
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The sinking feeling

Urban flooding brings cities to their knees

the age of so-calked smart cithes, U lerm urban
Nooding’ sounds atmost ke an ogymoran, Adter all,
o smart city ought to have an efficient stormwater
hradnigee sywtor Ut oo handle o fow hours’ downs
pour ait the very least. On the contrary, fooded mads
e commmaon dght during the monsoon in citees soos
ther country, right from Delhd and Chandigurhinthe noith
1o Chennad and Borgalum in the south. Gugram, the
Millermbum City, has fuilked to solve this probilem despite
Tharvingg spent mone than e 100 aore on anthsaterkogeing
i e in the post three yoars. What el se can you expect
whien ey hall of the dradns am not deaned before the
onget of the rainy season? Incidentally, Guragram s not
partof the Contre'’s Semart City Mission. When asked why,
the Haryana CM had suid in Novernber 2022 that the stite
govommentwantod tormake it the ‘mmartest’ ety and not
Just ‘wmart’, Well, sman, smarter or smartest, the watery
night tivies for Gurugr i
Stormwater deabnage systems often don't operate to
thidr dsiignod copacitios becaune of poor mantennee,
In some cases, the capacities have not been augrmented
despite the rapld paoe of urbanisstion. Eneraachments
and unplanned growth have worsencd the situation
Adequate preparedness by half the battle won when it
oo o Noed condrol. H r highe intensity Qm
a shoct dusation knvariably eatches the municipal and
wrbin development authorities off guard. And hapless
eftizens we Lot to dnk or swim in willerlogged strecte
Apparently, funds are not un issse. Under AMRUT
tAral Mizslon for Rejuvenation and Urbian Transformi-
ton), 772 stormmwater drabnage projects worth Rs 2,140
erone huwve boon completed in varions sotes and unbon
territorkes. Thousands of waterogging polnts have
been reportedly eliminated, yot the inevitable happens
whenever it rains heavily, A lock of political and admin-
it rative wall s redlucing glitey cities to hellholes, They
st set their house in arder sooner than later

Relieffor Ramdev

But Supreme Court’s waming stands firm

HE Supreme Court's decigion to dose con-
templ proceedings against Ramdey and
Achanyn Balkrishnao in the Patanjali minlead-
ingg il case may soemn ke i reprieve, bt it
comes with a stern warning that mnnot be
tgnored. While the it aocepled thelr apokogy, B did s
begrudgingly, reflecting its deep fumtmition with Patan
jali's broen disrogard for legnl and ethical standords.
Putanjali's misieacing cladms about Corontl bedng o cure
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The return of the Foreign Hand

The focus has to be on good

SANIAYABARU
SENIOR JOURNALIST

ROM  Hindenburg

and George Sorol o

international human

rights organisations

o an msriment of
spooks and spley, the Forelgn
Hamnd is allegedly back in Inctia
Despite the popular basis of
the protests and the miss
mobilization by young persons
that sent former Bangldesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasing
packing, there have been alle
gutions that & Forelgn Hand
wis behind her ouster.

To be sure, South Asls may
well be o playground in an
unfoldding New Cold War, s it
wans during the Old Cold Wag so
to speak. Many countries, big
and small, hivwe acquied a
stake in the region, So, i would
bt Wempting o see shadowy
forces operating, more so when
calaclysmic events ke o
regime dhange occur Howover,
more often than not, the
souices of the problems coun-
tnes in South Asda are having Lo
cheal with lie at home.

Every now and then. the For.
eign Hand malkes its appear-
ance in lndian political dis-
cowrse, In the nm-up to the
202 Ceoneral Election, none
other than the Prime Minister
himuelf spoke sbout global
threats Lo India's intermal sts
bility and progress and empha-
abwed the need for o ‘strong and
stable’ government with over-
whelming parligmentary
maerity, In the event, the chee
terate did not take that threat
weriously and gove him a sub-
optimal result.

Many palitical analysts have
often remarked that Narendra
Modi ha borrowsd much from
the politiml toolkit of Indim

SUSPICION: | |5 not

st ey wilhin e W o in ncia see n Foroign Hand behind siock

W e soarch |l

Gardhi, Blaming the Foreign
Hand for his political problems
is one such borrowed lea
Excopt, that Indire was operat -
ing in an ern wherein heods of
government were bumped off
by shadowy elements. Her
media adviser, the late HY
Sharaca Prasad, hid left be hind
nobes muggesting that she may
wall have improsed Emergency
rule In 1974 fearing that she
was Lhe next target of o Forelgn
Hand, after Chile's Salvador
Nlende was nssissinated in
1673, Both Fidel Castro and
Laonid Breehney had allegedly
warnied her as much.

The 10608 and 1070 the high
noon of the Cold War, was
indad the et of the Forelygn
Hand, Both the US und the
Soviet Unbon were secking
allies and puppets to bolster
thedr own power, India was then
on the wrong side of weslern
powers. Tocay, Indin sees eelf
a8 o ‘strategic purtner’ and o
“non-NATO ally’ of the US. Yet,
pamncia  and  the politics
around the Forelgn Hand, in
which even the US s suspect,
Tanve not gone away:

With the end of the Cold War,
the talk of o Foreign Hond sub-
sded, though it never disap-

Arbitrary actions of
varous instimtions
in Indlia, from
Investigative agencies to
regulatory ones. are
respoisible [or
uestionable decisions,
—

peured. With the implogon of
the Soviet Union, Indka drifting
closer Lo the US and o surge in
the numbers of Indians head-
Inyy Woat arcd secking clieen
ship of Anglophone eountries,
the Rareign Hund reocded from
pubilic discourse, 1 would malke
ils appearunce every now and
then, as it did In 2012 when
oven & sober lender ke then

governance ratherthanthe search for an alibito explai

s of the Adani Group, soumme.

Prime Minister  Manmohan
Singh fell compelled 1o see the
Foreign  Hand  behind  the
protests targeting the Russian-
aided  nuclear  plant  at
Kudankulom in Thmil Nadu,
Giiven this background, it is
notatall surprising thata polit-
el party like the BJP under s
keader ke Modi, should see
Foreign Hande behind every
problem and challenge. For o
dhecwde now varbous agencies of
the state have hounded all
manner of orginismions rang-
Ing from the Ford Foundation
to the Cente for Policy
Reacurch  olleging  plots
hatehed iy Forelgn Handa 5o,
it ks nob surpeising that many

n domestic failures

the Indian hand, Even if ele
ments outide & country are
conspiring aggadnst ane, the bot
bomiling han to be that the gov-
ernment of vach such country
should fook tmwards and wk
wht sctions & may or may not
have taken that have helped
Foeelgn Hanids a play,

In an uncertaln and rapidly
changing world, o mujor power
Iike Inelia must focus on inker-
nal secunily and gevernance s
s nob o create stuations thit
open up space for the Foreign
Hand to play arounc. 1t is saxy
W divert attention from mis-
governance ot home by alleging
thata Foreign Hand i respons
ble for evervihing thal goes
wrong. The foct is that Hasing
Inid the foundation for her
onsster. The fact also la that. arbi-
trury aotions of various institu.
thoms in India, from mvestigo-
tive agencies o reguiatory
ones, are responsible for ques-
tionable decisions,

There is no denying that the
Cold War era has beft behind the
meemaory of Lhe unlriendly For-
wign Hand destabilising the
country. It is also undertand-
ible that in & post-telonkal soci-
ety that still has the memory of
the Eagt Incha Company mor-
phing knto the Britivh State, the
Foeelign Hand in seen not mene
Iy im the suspected and oBeged
wtions of spooks and fifth
columnists but also in the
wctiosys of L hose bn the corporate
il firancial woeld

However, India has meved on
With the exception of less than

within the ruling disg

in Inndin see n Foaelgn Hand not
just behind Hoxina's ouster
bul also behind stock murket
analyst Hindenburg's research
inte the financial of ions of

I A1l ol “_’I‘hmm-
no others that would want to
see India remain weak, bock:
ward and  underdeveloped
Western powers  have momg:

the Adanl Group.

Maybe there are many For-
elgn Hands ot wark in India,
Just as Indion ‘hand’ are at
work overseas, Thist allegs-
tins about Indian  agems
being invoheed in msaxination
plots overseas are being taken
wrioudy around the world
paint to the coming of age of

nlsed that odeveloped and self-
confident India ks in thelr inter:
oents, Even as our forelgn policy
seekn an external environment
conducive Lo the country's cou
nomie developmint, o home
thie focus his Vo be on good and
transparent governance rather
than the search for an alibi to
explain domestic failures and
hacl govemance

fior Conid- 19 were not just irresponsible; they were din-
gerous. AL o time when the nation was grappling witha
dendly pandemic, such unfounded claims had the poten
thad to rsbend millions, The Indban Medical Association
rightiully took o stand, labeling Patonjoli's actions s a
“blatant Be' and pushing for accountability. The compa-
iy repeatedly tried to deceive the public with dublkous
ndvertimments, even after being wirned by the court,
The Uttarakhand State Licenidng Authority, which
eventuadly suspended the manufacturing licenoes of 14
Putanjali products, was also not spaad by the court. The
nuthority's inaction for months, until itwas forced tonct,
warrvid it s harp rebuke from the Bends, which sceused
it of being complicit in Patanjuli's continued violations.
This delay in enforcement not only undermines reguln-
Tory integrity but abo radses questions about the muthor
ity's commitment to public health, Patanjali's attempts
1o downplay the severity of it miseonduct teough half-
hearted apologies have nghtfully angered the court, Its
‘absolute deflance’ and lack of genuine remorse were
met with the court's aeder for o full-page public apology.
While Romdey and Ballorighne muy have escaped
irvumed it leggal consequiences, thie apex court's waiming
18 dhonr: arny frther tm nsgressions will be met with the full
foree of the Taw, Putanja s nctions have not only eroded
(publie truat but alsoesposed the company tothe rsk of e
s her penalties if it continues down this recldess path,

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Dyarchy must go
THE keynote of U evidence given by NK Kelkar an oc-Minkstor
Eroamthe Contral Provir Lwefi mthat

Bk Mr Chitnavis he bs emtirely opposed o the contnuinde of
dyarchy oven i such defeda inits working os experience: bus dis
whosex] are removed, 1 am not in Geour of dyarchy™, he said in
regly to MrJinnah. "I mustbe dine sway with. Twodld notacoept
dyarchy even i cortain imperfections ane removed, Twon twork
It i, Puxt experienoe hos shown thit it is wiovorkable” The
st view w el ierated by the witness with even greaterempha:
wia i peply to o question by Dr Paranjpye, when be aaid that “in
the best of circumstances cyarchy cannot be worked”, As in the
case of Mr Chitrunvis, one strong nsson which the witness gove
I support off this view was that he had bo please two masters, and
thatt, to rquote his own words, “Tor all practical puroses it is the
Covernor who |8 wslly in charge of the transfierred mubjects,
bemise Minksters an merely advises " Inddentally, be made
one or two staternments which show how intoleruble the position
of o Minister is in the present conclitions. He bs supposed 1o be
responible for the administmtion of the sulgects of which be ta
in charge, not to the Government of Indis or the Seavtory of
State, but tothe Legialature, And yet in actial proctioe, he has not
the power to have his policy carred out in detad by the permi.
nent offidals, espedally the heads of departments, who have not
only the ordinary hurman right to differ from him, which is jus
e proper, but the Fight o go over hia head o e Govwrnoe in
cuse of a differenon of opinkon between tem and him.

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

I'm nota conspiracy theorist — I'm a conspiracy analyst. —Gore vida

Whomyou travel
withmattersalot

Saumaiei MALIK

into the mountaing, winding its way through

clouds thot clung to the hillsides like o misty
vell, The journey from Chandigarh to Shoght had
only just begun, Inside, the air wos damp but cool —
8 weleome rellef froem the eity hest,

As the bus continued its ascent, I gettled into my
seal, the soothing coolness inside contrasting with
the warm haze of Lhe city, Gazing out at the cloid -cov-
vred peaks, the road ahead curled like o ribbon
through the mist Verdant trees and rocky cliffa
emerged and disappeared in the fog, while droplets of
rain troced delicate patterns on the gliss,

Thee bus came to s hall pewr Jabll, 8 small gop almoat
hiddien by the dense fog and follage. Outside, a young
coiple hesitated, cotight bitween the shelter of in old
tis #all and the bus doot, The youngster with a closely
trimmed beard and the belle — her brown eyed bright
ogaing her raindkissed fice exchanged glances
e fore disciding to board.

The conduetor, a man with b fice etched by years of
mountain weather, leaned oul of the open door, For
what felt like an elemily — o minute and theee sec-
ondi 1o be precise — hecoaxed them aboard wath tales
of the best place to stop for chad.

Abeut an hour earlien, the same mun hsd slgnalled
the bus W slow down for me in Sector 20, Chandi-
gark, his voleo cutting through the nolse ns he urged
me to hurry. The grulf exterior hod soflened into
something else entirely — a mix of charm and local
price ms he turmned tour guide.

The pretty woman found the last available seat
next o me, while her partner stood nearby, holding
onto & metal bar an the bus resumed it climb. The
conductor's volce dropped to a softer tone as he
explained something to her, words 1 eouldn't quite
catch over the englne hum,

As thie by weavid alosg the winding road, the land.
scape shifted with every tum. Streams cnscaded down
moascovered rocks, and the smell of wet sarth mingled
with the seent of freah pine. Finully, the conductor's
course voloe remind ed me to prepare for my stop,

With & firsal jolt, the bus came o o op and 1 stepped
out onto the wet road cutting through the Shoghi
trazanr. Gloncing inside, | saw the conductor's eour
towy resurfice aa be gently pushed the woman's par-
ner into the seal. Standing Vhere, [ realised it is neither
about travelling nor aeviving, It is whom you trevel
with that makes the jous ney worthwhile,

rl“l HE rickety bus groaned as it climbed higher

FERS TO THE EDITOR

No letup in crimes women
Apropos of the editorial “Kolkatu horrot;
the brutal rape-murder of the trainee
doctor is o national shame. The incldent
is reminiscent of the equally horrifie
Nirbrthaya cose, 1t is ironic thot there is no
let-up in crimes against the fair sex in a
state whose CM happens to be o woman,
The helnous offence must pave the way
for reforma to check violence againat
women, And make sure that the perpetra-
tor does not gel off seot-free. Besides,
this epiiode must compel our political
leaders and the suthorities concerned to
do some soul-searching

SHAM MURAR] SHARMA, CHANDIGARH

Instil fear of law in criminals
With reference o the editorial *Kolkata
horrar’; the rape and murder of o doctor
at & state-run medical college and hoapi-
tal in Kolkata has shaken the conid ence
of the entire nution, However, the outrage
over the heinous offence must translote
into action, Purther, negligence on the
part of the hospital suthorities and secu-
rity peronnel should not be exeused. In
Haryana, there have been multiple coses
of school authorities molesting or raping
students, Such incidents ore proof that
criminals don't fear the law. But exem:
plary punishment for the culprits can set
a strong precedent,

VUAY KUMAR KATIAL, PANCHKULA

Death for all rapists
Refer to ‘Kolkatn horror'; the gruesoms
nature of the crime has sent shockwaves
acrogs the country and evoked unpleasant
moemories of the chilling Nirbhaya case.
The fuct that the incident (s just one in o
serbes of brutal rape coses reported in India
in recent years shows that little has
changed on the ground in o deende, How
long will womin in this country continie to
face sexual violence? India cannot be a
prosperous natlon as long as our mothers,
wiven, sisters und daughters continue to be
preved upon. All men convieted of rape
should be hanged till death. That isthe only
way Lo bring ohout o positive change.

SK WHOSLA, CHANDIGARH

Ensure safety of health workers
The rope and murder of a trainee doctor
In Kolkata have understandably sparked
o notionwide outrage. It s common
knowledge that government hosplials
usually ek proper focilities for patients
But it is concerning thot state-run hospi-
tals don't even have adeguate security
arrangements,  Even CCTV  camers
inatalled at government medical facilities
are sometimes found to be non-function-
ol I the hospital authorities cannot even
ensure the safety of their own stull miem-
bers, how can they be entrusted with the
wellbeing of the patients?

JAKIR HUSSAIM, KANPUR

India far behind in Olympics
1t is unfortunate that India finished Tint
in the medal tally st the recently conelud-
ed Parks Olympics. While the US clinched
128 meduls at the Games and China 81,
India could enly manage to bag one silver
and five bronze. Clearly, we hove some
catching up to do, An analytical look st
our sports policy reveals that decisions
pertaining to the allocation of funds and
the development of infrastructure are
heavily influenced by politics, An over-
haul of the syatem (s in order, Political or
bureawcratic interference in sports is abig
nii-fia, Further, we muat take a leal out of
the book of countries like China, which
has been performing well at the Olympics,
fo et better resulls,

PREM SINGH DAHIYA, FLOH TAR

Ban construction near rivers
Refer to the news report ‘Houses teeter on
the edge sfter Mash flood, admn seeks
repoit’; by letting people build their hous-
s nlong the banks of rvers, the authori-
thes concerned have put thelr lives in per-
i, The local adminbstration must prohibit
any construction nesr a natural waler
body. Members of the public must also
draw leasons from past tragedies thot sow
whaole houses being swept away in the rag-
A water mned be mindful of the risks agso-
chatied with living on the banka of & rfver,
especially when it is in spate,

ROOP SINGH NEGL SOLAN

Rt 25 e Eeli, et in doulsle space, s homid reod o ded the 200 wiost et
Thesn shisd b cogently weilen and oun be sert by emall ko; Lettery it ritume mall com



=g~ NEW DELHI | WEDNESDAY | AUGUST 14, 2024

www.dailypioneer.com

[T ICOLUMN

FROM RIFTS TO
RESOLUTION

It is very important to recognise that
the world shall change when | change

BY RAJYOG BRAHMAKUMAH NIKUNJ J1

&l know that confliots are a part of our everyday life and they

form in our close reabions, at a socketal |evel & on an Interna-

ticnal leved. Viery often we see conflicts eading to aggression.
hostility and war. However, conflicts can also be a stepping stone lead-
Ing to change and wisdom; i we |eam to handle them constructively.
Since relationship conficts ane inevitable, lkarming to deal with them heath-
Iy Is eadrermely crucial because when & confiict is mismanaged, |t can
haerm the relationship. But when handled respectiully and positively, &
provides an opporfunity for growth, witimately strengthening the bond
hetween two people,
Any ldnd of conflict has two dimenslons, Iramal and exarnal, Intarmal
confichs arse when the mind and intellect are moving In opposite direc-
tions and external conflicts are ceused when people or stuations con-
front us and we are not sure how to cope with them. Some people view
conficts as an opportunity for & change and some see it as a natural
global phenomenon. But othess feel that conflicts ane avoldable through
hetter communication but they are frightened of the process. Due to this
fear, they hokd themselves back and content (hemselves by making a
peace contract or a deal. However, such solutions are very temporary
and can be seen as a band-ald solution, which might be elfective for
the short berm only. We @l know that confiets ought to be resolved by
uge of intellect or reasoning because when conflicts e aliowed o devel-
op unhindared without imervention or when the parfias involved s the

confict, # often happens that the confict evolves negatively, And that
& why people seek guru's of senior's advice when they aré faced with
conficting decisions. But the irony is that with all the information and
advice that s avallable to us, we are unable fo resolve matiers bacause
there is an acute implementation paralysis. We must not forgat about
the fact that the best source of udgement is a person's intellect because
nabody can understand his feelings, situations and capabilties to deal
hetter than his sef,
We may seek advice from an experienced persan, however, the senss
of joy or security that we feel on hearing good advice is only temporary
because it Is not real, Just like the fealing of joy derved from thinking
of eating something delicious is uneal, real joy comes only alter eat-
Ing thie thing. We too hive to undergo an experdence to make i el
Remembent canflict tippers strong emotions and can fead to hurt feg.
Infgs, disappointment, and discomfort, When handied in an unbealitiy
mienner, [ can cause ireparable rifts, resenéments, and break-ups. But
when it is i our und ing of one anofh-
e, bulids frust, and strengthens our relationship bonds, A growing body
of research has shown spirituality as a great antidote for all kinds of con-
flicts, Spirttuality Is bke the medicine that heals the root of the diseass
e not Just the symptoms, L s the only means that gives us complate
soiutions to conflicts. From a spiritual perspective, the most poweriul
valug needed for confiict reselution |8 vespect. This is bacause most
of the people dont wish to negotiate when they have malerial power
Therefore, there's an urgent nead for those to realize and respect their
Inmer powers. Simiarly, faith is also a very important element in con-
fict resolution, it ks the key to mutusl understanding. For global confiicts,
this sclution fies with the leadership, The leaders can bring aboit h much-
neseded change and mike it irickle down the societies. Leaders of today
must rernemiber thal any kind of change can be ermed 'real only when
It affects the grassroots. 1t is thus very important to recognize that the
world shal change when | change, Hence, people shoukd not wal to be
toid that they need to changs, instead, they should reafise it themseives.
(The writer (s @ spintual educator & popular colmimst, wiews are
persana}

Rupee’s tall against dollar
1s a wake-up call for India

facebook com/dailyplonear | @TheDailyPlonaer | Instagram com'dailyplonees)

BRAJESH KUMAR
TIWARI

As the rupee weakens and inflation rises, strategic economic reforms to boost
domestic manufacturing and reduce import dependency are urgently needed

he rupee hit o record low
against the US dollar on
August 5th and was trading at
#4.09 per dollar. This is the
biggest fall ever 4
rupee and the rupee has reached
timse low.IF the currency of any country
Is stronger than other currencies, then the
country is considered strong, In this glob-
alized world, the value of every country's
currency agaknst the US dallar not only
impacts the economy of that country but
alsn affects the prices of many things in
the market,
I{u;:c hay Fallen 20 Times since
Independence: The rupee has fallen
almast 20 times since independence; in
1948, 1 dollar was equal 1o 4 rupees. At
that time there wis no debt in the coun-
try, then when the first five- year plan wan
Implemented in 1951, the government
started taking loans from forelgn coun-
tries and then the value of the rupee also
sturted decreasing continuously,
The continuous outflow of forcign funds
Froan financial markets and i'nnh‘ oil has
increased pressure on the rupee. The
cconomy arcund the world has seen two
major shocks = the COVID-19 pandem-
lc and the Ukralne, lstael condlict, India
is also not untouched by this, Today, the
condithon of currencles in major murkets
around the world |s weak
Dollar as King: According to the
International Standard Crrganization list,
there are a total of 180 currencies around
the world, but among them, the
American currency ‘Dollar’ has become
a globul currency. The price of most of
the things exported Is pald in dollars,
Tinday the nlu]{:\r lxln\'n[:'nl in Hik percent
of the world's trade. The US dollar has
the status of a global currency, which i
why the value of the rupee against the
ds:l{.\l shows whether the Indian curren-
¥l s atrong or weak.
he falling value of the Rupee affects
Common People: When the |'||]|qu
becomes cheaper against the dollar, it has
a direct impact on the economy.
The falling value of the rupee brings
inflation. Rising prices could accelerate
inflation, which is alveady high, I such
asituation, everything from the life of the
common man to businessmen and gov
ernment will be affected by the value of
the rupee, The decline in global activi-
ty, Investors’ decivion o invest money in
sale global murkets and increasing ten-
sion in global politics are among the main
s behind the full of the rupee, Eve
I we do not take seriously the hﬁ and rise
af a few paine in the rupee, they have a
et on o lives,
hie rupee has a direct impact
untry's economy, due to which
import of petrolenm products will
hecome expensive and freight transporta-
tion will become expensive, This will
have u direct Impact on the inflatlon of
every essential ltem, There Is a sudden
increase in all loans taken in forelgn cur-
rency and the interest paid on them.
Studying abroad will also be expensive,
Why the Rupee is falling: The value of
the rupee completely depends on s
demand and supply and impore and
export also have a Ejrc:l impact, A coun-
Iri that imports more than it exports has
a higher demand for dollirs. Like India
imports more than it exports, Indla i ane
al the major impurters of erade oil and
Imports aboul 80 per cent of the oil,
unchoubtedly the rising prices of crude ol

IF WE START
USING
INDIGENOUS
GOODS THEN THE
COST OF
IMPORTING
FOREIGN GOODS
WILL BE SAVED.
FOR INDIA TO
BECOME A 5
TRILLION
ECONOMY BY
2025, WE NEED
TO EXPORT AT
LEAST $2.5
TRILLION WORTH
OF GOODS AND
SERVICES, AS
EXPORTS
CURRENTLY
CONTRIBUTE
ABOUT 25% TO
THE TOTAL

GROSS DOMESTIC

PRODUCT

A J

In the international market are
the main reason for the fall in the
value of the rupee Things to do
for the value of the Rupec
Although  the  Central
Ciovernment his assured to make
every possibile effort 1o stop the
fall of the Rupee, now the
CGiovernment wllﬁ have to take
concrete and tough \Irﬁu. If the
government tries to change its
economy dependent on oil, then
we can save i huge part of the for-
edgn reserves and tor this, we all
should consider alternatives to
oil. There is u need to pay atten-
thon to electric vehicles, Effective
steps will have to be taken to stop
the fall (n the value of the rupee
and keep the foreign exchange
reserves rich,

Government Steps: The gov-
ernment b indeed striving to cre-
ate a competitive, dynamic envi-
ronment to provide sustalned
economic growth and enhance its
relevance In international trade,
PM Gati Shaktl, National Single
Window Clearance, GIS-mapped
Land Bank, Production-Linked
Incentive {PLI) ete, The manufuc-
turing sector Is expected 1o ben-
efit from the implementation of
recent policies like the PLI
scheme. Its results are also visi-
ble In some arcas, the develop-
ment of coronavirus viccines by
Indian companles Is a vivid
example of Indigenous talent,
India hay rapidly made its place
in the Ease of Doing Business
index released by the World
Banl, Indie's EDB rank was
L3dath in the year 2014, whereas
in the year 2023, it has become
G3rd, India Is ranked 40th in the
Global Competitiveness Report
Index u]lhn{:c\{ by the Geneva-
baxed World Economic Forum,
where it was ranked 60th in
2014, But all these reforms in the
ranks have also falled 1o revive
the manufacturing sector and
R;uvn.lc the desired support wo the

ke in Indla campalgn,

Big Tine for Make in India: The
government will have to move
strategically towards controlling
Imports and Increasing exports,
'I‘.h!In Is the time to effectively

Implement the 'Make in India

program which even after nine
years Is far hehind in ity effectlve
contribution. Despite being the
fifth largest economy, India con-

teibutes barely L6% to world
exports, A primary objective of
thee campaign was to increase the
share of the manutacturing sec-

tor in the Indian GDP to 25 per
cent by 2022 although it has
remained between 14 to 16 per
cent in the last @ years,

During the coronwvirus pandem-

Ie, there was publicity that the
companles leaving China were
going to come to India, however,
most of these companies have
shifted thelr base to Vietnam,
Tatwan, Thalland ete. and only a
few have come io India, Every
year croted of laptops, desktops
and servers are sold in India, in
which motherboards memory
models and chips are being
imported. We are dependent on
ather countries for these compo

nents,

Even today, most of the ltems are
not hringlrrmhlcﬂl bt are being
assembled, There is no justifica

tion for the Import of
Harmonized System products
(H5-R4, nuclear reactors, boilers,
mechanical equipment and their
parts), and H5-85 (electrical
machinery) as most of these
ltems can be produced locally,
PLEschemes should be extended
tor MEMEs and e i
Lrien Lo Increase exports,

Thie 15 per cent corporate Lax rule
for new investment in manufac-

turing should be extended to all
industries including the service
sector, The expansion and use of
new-ige technology applications
such as Artificial Intelligence
(AL, Internet of Things (1oT) and
Machine Learning (ML) require
tax Incentives on capltal or oper-
ational expenditure. The gov

ernment should reduce the logis

lics cost to 6-B% of the GDP
which s currently 14%, the good
thing ix that m;‘cnﬂ" at the G-20
summit, there has been talk of
setting up an econmmic corridor
at the international level.

The manufacturing industry in

= o

India remaing flawed due to the
poor infrastructure of the coun-
try, Compared to China, which
spends 20% of its GO on indra-
structure development, our coun
try spends anly 3% Way Forward:
At a time when the value of the
rupee has crossed Ba 84 per US
dollar, the role of ‘Make in India’
becomes  very important,
According 10 the International
Labor Organization {1LL), India
may fuce a shortage of about 29
mll‘{lun killed workers by 2030,
The economy needs more than
rs:ll:y window dressing to
nerease manufacturing activity,
We need to lllhll:l'!talllfl]l.ll just
rlnu-lup; bills and urﬁmllxlng
nvestor conferences will not be
enough o promaote industrializa-
Lhéwia,
The manufacturing sector is con-
strained by large amounts of
paperwork, be it labour, lund or
environmental clearances, strin-
ent regulations and policy,
Taxation and customs policies are
complex 1o such an extent that it
Is cheaper to Import things lke
medical equipment rather than
manufacture the equipment
domestically, India can make
itneli the mext ‘global factory’ in
the future, whl:ﬁ s already fed up
with China and is looking for
alternative manufacturing hubs,
There bs o need to free the man-
ufacturing sector from cumber-
some rules,
Certainly, the full of the rupee
against the dollar can be con
trolled through such effective
steps. Also, I we sturt using
indigenets goods then the cost of
importing lorelgn goods will be
saved. For Indin to become o 85
trillion economy by 2025, we
need 1o export at least $2.5 tril-
lion worth of goods and services,
as exports currently contribute
about 25% to the total gross
domestic product (GDP), s‘ndial
has no time 1o rest, We have come
a long way, but the journey is not
aver yel.
{The writer Is an agsociate pro-
Jessor at INU, New Delli; views
are persoral}

The strength of sisterhood: How women’s circles empower and change lives

Women groups foster empowerment, drive economic progress, and challenge societal stereotypes, proving that together, women can achieve anything

umins are inherently
Hﬂn‘lal el d
I

I
Hariyall Teej, a Hindu festi-
vil dedicated to women, On
this day, women don tradi-
tlonal attire, :nﬂny wpecial

foods, and revel in music,
rellesting the profound wig-
nificance of women's gather

ings in our cultural history,

Hariyall Tee| exemplifies the
vislue our ancestors placed on
women’s circles, These gath-
crings not anly provide joy
but also reinforce the unique
strength wainen posse. This
power s deeply rooted in
their ability to manage and
share energy, which Bowrish-
e through communal inter

actions, Women need to con

SUGANDHA NAGAR

neet with thelr feminine
essence und the best way to
nurture this strength s by
bonding with other women,
Such connections are crucial
for self-discovery and
empowerment,

The concept of 5 heory,
colned by |ournalist Ann
Friedman and business-
waman  Aminatou Sow,
encapaulates this idew: excep
tional women support each
ather 1 shine even brighter,

Hisvoricully, women have
possed wisdom and experi-
ence through communal
practices, whether through
ouschald chores or cultural
rituals, For example, tradi-
tonal activithes lke grinding
spices together in Indian fumn-
illew or crafting quilts in Alice
Wilker's * The Color Purple*
symibolize unity and shared
strength,
Everyday Interactions among
women not only ease the
burden of tusks but also pre-
serve cultural traditions and
crente a space for emotional
exchange. These Interactions
form a vessel of healing and
teansformation, extending
beyond personal growth 1o
effecting poxitive change in
thelr commuenities.
In modern settings, such ax
neighborhond [unﬁ:rl'lngh ar

workpluce environments, the
swme principles apply. Desplie
the often harsh competitive
dynamiles driven by stereo-
types, suppartive women's
circles atfer o vital source of
reliel and rejuvenation.
Unfartunately, societal narra-
tives and media perpeluate
the myth that women are
inherently competitive and
unsupportive of one another,
This stereotype undermines
the historical practices of
women uplifting each othes
and fosters unhealthy valry.
Hecent initiatives alm to
counteract |hrhc negative
dynamicy by promoting
wiinens econaimic \'mrnww H:
ment. The Union Budget for
2024-25 proprsses extabeichin

working women hostels an

supporting women -led self-
help groups (SHGs). These

measures are designed to
enhance financial stability
and provide economic oppor-
tunities lor wormnen, particu-
luely in rural areas, The goal
I8 1o transform women o
“Lakhpati Didis" or those
with an annual income
exceeding INKE 100,000,
while also encouraging sus-
tainable livelihoods and

ving st

emphasis on S
lights the Importance of col-
Tective unity and mutual sup-
port among women. Th

nomic benefits but also fos-
ter o strong network of
women who su
ather’s growth an
CRCOUTARING MOre women o

engage in such supportive
environments, we can pave
the way for greater econoim-
le prasperity and gender
ecpulity.

Sheryl Sundberg, former
COO of Metn Platforms,
emphasizes the power of
waRen supporting women in
her book, *Lean ln: Women,
Waork, and the Will to Lead®,
She dispels the myth that
women don't support each
other, arguing that collabora-
thon among women 1s key to
achieving remarkable suc-
e, Successful women often
have the backing of other
women who help hlcll\ reach
thelr goals.

Tor overcome systemic dis-
crimination and internalized
blases, women must chal-
lenge the societal pressures
that pit them against each

dlarcly,
138 high

s
lpnwldc cco-

poart ench
success, By

other. By rejecting stereo-
types and fostering genulne
sUppart, women can creale
spuces where they feel safe o
express themselves, show vl -
nerability, snd receive the

support they need.

Ultimately, female friend-
ships and communal support
not only inspire personal and
spiritual growth but also
enhance collective strength
and performance. Women's
circles provide a crucial plat-
form for sharing energy,

ideas, and support, enablin
women to achleve their I'uﬁ
|m| enthal and contribate pos-
tively to thelr communities.
{The author it a writer,
soctal warker, caltire anthie-
slast, and former UN
employes; views are
personal)
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Sunshine after the storm

Indian agriculture set to benefit from good monsoon
and PM Modi’s release of climate-resistant seeds

ndia’s agricultural sector, the comerstone of 1S economy, | set to benefit from a dou-

bie dose of positve news this monsoon season. With forecasts predicting a normal

to above-normal monsoon and Prime Minister Narendra Modl's recent announcement
of 108 climate-resistant seed varieties, the outiook for the country's farmers is brighter
than ever, These devalopments not anly promise a significant boost for agriculture but
also hold the potential to sase inflationary pressures—a key concern for both poficy-
makers and the general public. A favorable monsoon is expected to drive agriculural
growth in India, with a report from India Ratings predicting a 4.3% increase in FY26, up
from 1.4% In FY24. The monsoon plays a critical role in sustaining food supply, which
In turn satisfies consumer demand and helps stablise food prices, Additionally, a good
MOnsoon incraases rural incomes, which can stimulate demand for fast-maving con-
sumer goods (FMGG), Monsoon raing are vital far Indian agriculiura, particulary for the
kharil crop season, which Includes staples like rice,
maize, and pulses. With nearly 60 per cent of India’s
farmiand being rain-fed, a good monsoon often trans-
lates to a successful harvest. This year's normal to

a significant step towards securi

nomic growth,

ahove-average rainfal has ralsed hopes for a bumper
crop season, A successful monsoon reduces the need
for costly irigation solutions, helping farmars save on
Input costs. As a result, rural Incomes are expected
o rise, driving consumer demand in vilages and small
towns, which are vital engines of the country's eco-

Apainst this promising backdrop, Prime Minister Mod's
release of 109 climate-resistant sead varietios marks
ng India's agricultural future. These seeds have been

specially developed to withstand the growing challengies posed by chmate change, includ-
ing erratic rainfall, prolonged droughts, and rising temperatures. By enhancing crop
resilance, these seads aim to ensure stable yields aven In advarse weather conditions,
Tha introduction of these seads |5 a forward-looking inltiative that aligns with the gov-
amment's broader agricuitural stratagy, which emphasises sustalnabilty and safi-raflance.
These seeds are expected to reduce crop losses due to unpradictable weather, provid-
Ing farmers with a safaty net and helping to stabilise food production. This could lead
to & more consistent food supply. In recent years, nflation, particulary driven by volatile
food prices, has bean a persistent concern for the Indian economy. A good monsoon
and the adoption of climate-resistant seads could bring much-needed rellef to consumers,
aspecially those In lower-income brackets whao are mast affected by rising food costs.
During hés secand tarm, Prime Minister Mod! had promised to double farmers' Incomes—
a goal that was challenging to achieve at the time. Howevar, that target now seems with-
In reach. The combination of good rainfall and resilient seed varieties could be the key
to reallsing that vision and securing a prosperous future for Indian agriculture.
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‘inding fault with the
US for internal failures s

HHOPINGER SINGH

The narrative of an ‘American hand’ in political unrest in South Asia sells,
even as the root cause of instability often lie with its own politicians

he Unlted States of

America did not have
u wignificant role in
the run-up o the inde-
pendence of the Indian
stalscestimvent from the British Raj.
Indeed, the Cadar Party started
a5 a San Francisco-based anti-
colonial organkeation, as did the
MNew York-based India  Home
Rule League founded by Lala
Lafpat Ran, but the Government
of the USA hid remained large
ly ohlivious of the subcontinen-
tul developments. It was only in
the post-World War 2 tenslons
between the competing 'blocy,
when the Cold War stared in
carnest, that the USA went into
overdrive to control the subeon
tinental narrative. To further s
thie USA had backed mil
Hary dictators in Pukistan, and
undemocratic monarchies in
Adghanistan and Nepal, while
remaining decidedly hostile
towards India,
Washington DC tellingly over
looked ¢
the Pukistanl Generals in what
later became, Bangladesh,
Americans were instrumental in
harneasing toxke religlosdty by cre
ating the Afghan mujuhedeen, the
curse of whic pthoues to this
date. Pakistan was a ‘Major Non,
NATO Ally' and did most of its
bidding in the region. The esd of
the Cold War with the implosion
of the Soviet Union in the early

90y colncided with the rse of

China as the new principal
enery, This led o u recalibration
of allies and enemies, which
cventually warranted a more pro-
Tracklas outlook from Washington
12C, even though an unnatural
alliance with Pakistan persisted
owing o the necessitles of
Afghanistan and tackling religo
termor

For a vartety of reasons, includ
ing the continuing "War on
Terror' in Afghanistan, the
Middle East, ane Tran, o now the
latest Burnel-Pudestine W, percep
tons of America within the
Urnnah {Islarmsic World), made it
naturally unswveury. This often
il the USA. the prime suspect
T amything thil wenl wiang in
Tehran, Kabul, Damancus,
Inlamabad 1o even Dhaka,
Invartably the Amerlcans are
seen to be partaking in Samuel P

The quest for real freedom

in a divided society

Real liberation comes from transcending divisions and recognising our
spiritual identivy, a pach that leads to peace, harmony, and tranquility

ore than seven
decades afler we
ttained indepen-
dence from the British, we
are still enslaved- trapped in
the bondage of caste, croed,
religion, reglonalivm etal,
This hus created deep lin
wures in society, destroying
the democratic fabric of
amity, harmony and §
ful co-existence, All th
there because s individu
ls, society and a nution, we
have not attained real or to
way wltimate freedom that
promotes peace, harmony
und happiness,

What Is real or ultimate
freedom? It {s a state of not
being enilaved to physical
wenses, o mind and
destres, It meani breaking
free from toxic thoughts
and the vicen associated
with it We need freedom
from prejudices of caste,
creed and religlon, greed
and selfishness, anger and
unimosity, hate and hostl-
ity

Pt then why are we failin

to nchleve real freedom an

hovw can we attain it? Real
freedom s eluding us
because we are facing an
identity crisis, We \Tun't
know our real Identity.

In rculll!\-. we are T.rnual
beings (having soul-based
identity) in body form, But

we make a fallacy of treat
ing ourselves as o body and
this unreal world as the real
world

‘The basic nature of our
muterial existence s
bondage and when we act
upon the material desires of
the mind and senses, we
often take to unwise and
unhboly ucts which lead 10
our korrows and sulferings,
Becavse of duality, we tend
o discriminate agalnst fel-
low beings and this dis

crimination takes the form
ol hatred, animosity and
hostility, even lradlnf [
violence and bloodshed.
Liberation of the soul or
spiritual freedom is the
ultimate freedom

The devotees belonging to
the Nirankart Mluﬁun
abserve the 15th of August
as ‘Mukti Pary Diwas' to
signify the liberation of the
soul. To attain this ultl-
mate liberation, we have to
come out of the contaml
nated state of our con
sclousness and position

ourselves in a pure state of

genocidal conduct of

Huntington's ‘Clash ol the
Clilinations, which seeming

Iy pits the Americans ms i force
against the Ummah. America

bishing 8 latent and potent
undercurrent that is tapped by
variows political parties in the
Islumbe countries of the reglon
like Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Maldives or Bangladesh, even
I the same Is genuinely war

ranted or not. There Is no
denying thae Amserica has hid
s amar] post with many mis

steps and comvenlent overkook

Ing of events, but It is equally
true that many political partics
have twinted and even extrap

uilatec thee same o suggedt oul

sleed agendan for Wishington
DC because they know that
such a spiel foedi inta the pop.

ular and baslc instinces of
their cltizernry,

In Paldstan, amidat the turf
wars between the Military
‘entablishment’ and Imran
Khan ‘Tehreck-e- Insaal gov

ernment, the wily lmran Khan
dialled up & phoney ‘cypher’
controversy entulling a foreien
power Le, the USA. This
e nmﬁln 1o conflate two
enembes (one already lmig-
Ined ke, USA, and the other
mE:ll'Ing some context Le,
Pakistand Militury) o appor

tean a dispropurtionite robe for
the Americans, as it was wfe
and popular 1o do we, The
Americans have historlcally
hid 0 say in Pakistani affairs,
bust the ouster of lmran Khan
had more o do with the
Pakistand ‘extablishment’ tak.

WHILE IT IS TRUE
THAT DHAKA UNDER
HASINA HAD
ADOPTED A
BELLIGERENT
STANCE AND EVEN
COSIED UP TO ITS
NEMESIS THAT IS,
CHINA, BY
ACCEPTING
BEIJING'S
OVERTURES -
BANGLADESH WAS
NOT CHINA'S BUNNY
IN THE SAME WAY
AS PAKISTAN IS, NOR
WAS IT POISED TO
GO THAT WAY

ing the initlative with
Amerleani agreelng 1o the
e, 4 nl||,mm! tir the other
wity round,
Tisclay, realising his folly of hav
tng overplayed the America
hand storyline, Imean Khan
quh-lll:- rechirected the wttack
onto his local politscal rivals as
opposed to the Americany or
even the Pakistans ‘establish-
manl] as done earlier,  MNow,
after the sell-crented tinder
booc-like siruation and the sub-
sequent implosion,
Bangladesh’s former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina 1s
believed o hove drommed up
the US hand In the recent
coup. While it is true that
Dhalea under Hasina had
adopted o belligerent stance
and even cosled up to it
nermels e, Ching, by aceept
ing Beijings overtures
Bangladesh was not Chinas
bunny In the same way as
Pakistan i, nor was it polsed
to go that way, either. 1 is true
Haslma had declined the
American request for a
Milltary bane in lta Saint
Martin lalands, but that was
mare out of good sense given
the socletal sentiments that
prevatled and good local pol-
Ithew,
The only thing that riled out
Haslina was the routine con
cerns expressed by the USA
that Haskina wis increasingly
undemocratic, intolerant and
authoritarian {which she was)
bue other than these con-
cerns, both Husina and the

Americans had & common
cvermy | relighots-cxtiemist
foaces that Hﬂl'.nlrnnl the
interests of both sides, Hasina
wvo amplified her American
rhetoric an it was without any
necompanying risks and could
endear her o Bangladeshl
woclety, an the Ummah has
been wounded by emotions of
the Palestine war, und the
tacit robe of the USA. Hasinak
tm\r'}‘mrlml sccusathon of the
WA plotting regime change in
ghacdesh {in her undeliv-
peech) needs to be read
contextually, His supposed
stance that shed be in LTW:-l
I shie hadd given away, “Salnt
Martin and Bay of Bengal’ is
mate theatrical than factual as
Bangludeshis (especially
imu\ ) had genuinely tired of
e fule,
IFanything, the forces that have
coane bo power reflect the sort
of spielt and relighous tenor
thast msikitases agabnst American
preferences. Hasinah exit has
s Loy el withs ber husbiris ad
excesses than with Amerlca
working overtime to dislodge
her. America is just a conve-
nlent (though otten justified)
enemy In Dlamle countries
and these who are inelegant
ly buimped out resrt o blam
Ing the USA hand on the
rebound c.g. Pakistan carlier,
Bangladesh now,
(The writer, a military veler
i, is @ former Lt Governor
of Arelarsiare ¢ Nicolar
tslarsds and Peducherry. The
views expressed are personad)
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ouir consclonsness. Even
Bhagavad Gita nays that
being situated in such a
position, one in never shalk-
en even amid the greatest
didficulty and it I actual
freedom from all miseries
arising from material con
tact,
We can certabnly attain uli
mate liberation through
self-liberation by way of
well realization that we are
w pure and noble soul- a
conntituent of God. We can
lead such an wware life con
stantly by strengihening
our spiritual dimension
through God's remem-
brance and the company of
nalntly persons. Lord Jesun
wet people free from
bondage to live in the free
dom that only comes from
G,
We shall be able to attain
real freedom by living an
enlightened life In the spir
it ol oneness (Vasudhasiva
Kutumbkam)  with the
Creator and Flis creation, in
turn turning this world into
u happy, harmonious and
penceful place 1o live,
(The wrilter (s a sesfor
Journalist; views expressed
are personal)

MOTHERS HAVE BIG HEART
Madum — In the world of sports, where
records are II]"I\HIII‘I.' in meters '-lﬂll MC
ond, Nadeem's Olympic gold throw of
92.97 meters and Neera)'s sliver throw o
HELAS meters are remarkable feats, Yet,
they pale In comparison to the "univer
wal alfection favelin throw" of Infinkie
meters launched by their mothers, The
media caplured a heartwarming moment
s bath methers wished their sons not just
victory and medals, but everlasting
friendship and affection.
Indeed, the true champlons here are the
mothers of Nadeem and Neeraj, whose
baundless care und love transcend inter
national borders, setting a new record for
the longest “alfectionate and harmonbous
javelin throw” of Inlinite meters, Kudos
tis these incredible women for thelr
unparalleled conteibution to the spirit of
sportsmanship and humanity.

PV Madhua Nivritl | Secundrabad

ADDRESS ATTACK OM MINORITIES
Madum The ongoing attacks on
Hindus in Bangludesh are deeply con-
cerning. Despite Hinda |Ilr\lmrl lor the
mwvement againat the Sheikh Hosing gov-
ernment, the new regime has failed to
protect them, Adarmingly, Indian oppo
sitlon purtles, vocal about minority rights
in Indin, have remained silent on this
Issue.

Nobel Laureate Mubummad Yunus, lead-
g the interim government, has appealed
for calm but o litle effect. The antl-quota
}‘I\ltchlﬁ in Bangladesh, which led o the
all of the Husina gevernment, have now
targeted Hindus, even though thelr
Invalvement was ]\rurunlli-ﬁ' agulnst the
previous government. The wituation
waorsened with the forced resignation of
Bangladesh's Chief Justice Obaidul
Hassan. Bangladesh remalng an Islamic
country, and protection for minorities ks
li|nih§dr..umpn|wl 1o India. West Bengal
Chiel Minister Mamata Banerjeey nl?rl
[ n.n}u e in distress is problem

atic, as it could enable more Bangladeshi
infiltration Into Indis, exacerbating the

Medics ne
(e

Pl ]

o N MaUISAL gy
he removal of the City Police
Commissioner and the Medical
Superintendent cum VP of RG

Kar Medical t‘.ullc?c Huoapital In

Caleutta, following the horrific rape
demographic challenges in states like
Ansam and Wes| Bengal.
Mamata Banerjec’s silence on the attacks
n\mlnsn Hindus in Bangladesh iv trou
bling, especially ax her nctions seem to
prioritise vote-bank politics ever natlon-
ul wecurity and humanitarian concerns,
The government must act fast us things
ure very Muid in Bangladesh,

K V Sectharamalah| Besgalury

LESSONS FROM WAYANAD

Madam — The recent landslides and
floods In Wayanad, Kerala, have drawn
global attention, reminding ws of the
ongolng vulnerability of our planet o nal
ural disasiers such an erllh]mlkn and
Noods.Our Earth has always been o
hawven of beauty and abundince, provid-
ing o diverse range of species and natur

ed support

wnd murder of a 31 -year-old medical
professional on the hospital grounds,
will not alone bring justice to this case,
The Federation uF enident Doctory’
Assoclation (FORDA) has demanded
o CBI inguiry and calls for decisive
wction,
The in::fumcy of wuch wrocities
ugainst doctors across the country,
compounded by Inadequute protection
from many state authorities, s unde-
niable, The reluctance of junior doc:
tors (o speak out due to fear b led to
even greater tragedies over the years.
I thin sivaation persists, it will severe-
Iy tmpact medical care for millions of
impoverished patients and place the
medical profession In a critical condi-
ton.

A P Thiruvadi| Chennal

Firunedveld, It fscructal for all Asian coun-
tries, especially those in the Himalayan
region, to dmplement proactive messures
such ax adopling advanced technologies
and large-scale afforestation to mitigate
the effects of natural disasters,

These events underscore the urgent need
1o harmonise human activities with the
Earth's natural systems, Overexploitation
of resources has pushed our planet 1o it
limies, disrupting its bulance, To address
this, it is essential 1o regulate high-rise
construction In I{Ill|!ll{ulikv-|1llllh‘ arcas
and shift focus from bullding concrete
ungles to fostering green, sustainable
{-lrltlu-lpc: “rgt:lla like Korkal,
T'ruchendur, Tuticorin, Tirunelvell,
Murthandam, N“EI"V"'L and
Kanyakumari In Tamil MNadu serve an
examples of how humans and nature can

ul resources like majestic tai

and expansive oceans. For millennia,
Mother Nature has been humanity's
nurturing cradle, 1 recall the massive
floods of the early 19908, which devas-
tated regions in Tamil Nadu, mrludlnﬁx
Korkal, Tiruchendur, Tutlcorin, and

coexist b ly. By prioritsing
reforestation and \unlnl|nu|lre H«liﬂ MRE, WE
can build a resilient futuee

P Senthil Saravana Drural| Muenbal

Sand your loedback lo:
letterstoplanserdgmall.com
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The melting of polar ice due to
climate change is making days longer

For people in low-lvir

oastal areas, rising sea levels because of melting ice have more devastating conseguences than the wobble of the carthis axis or a lengthening day.

Nevertheless, this is an example of how climate change affects our planet, pushing us towards a desperate need to curb emissions before the sit uation spins out of control

nyam

clemtists are antributing a slowing

in the earth’s retation to climate

change, Researchers have

diseovered that the melting polar
fce caps have caused the eanth 1o spin
shower. This can lead 1o minuscube
changes in the actual duration of a day -
something that, irenically, does not affect
our caily lives as much but could affect
the technology we rely on.

As wie build more connections not just
among ourselves in this world but also
with outer space, tols that rely on
precise timekeeping, like computer
networks and the ones involved in space
traved, can be thrown off course by this
change.

Making the world go around...

A basle physics pheromenon called the
conservation of angular momentum is ey
o whist s happening to the earth right
vy, When an iee skater rotates, if their
arms are held in tightly, their moment of
inertia decreases, and they spin faster. If
they stretched their anms out wide, their
mbiient of erti would increase,
making them spin slower, This is because
angular momentum - a product of ¢
moment of inertia and angular velocity -
i& conserved no matter how the skater is
spinning. As polar ice continues o melt
rapidly in a warmiig world, the globe
n't affected very differently from the
spinning ice-skater.

“When polar ice sheets and global
glaciers melt, then this would go to the
equatorial regions = we call this
pole-to-equator mass fux,” Mostafa Kiani
Shalwandl, 2 geophysicist s ETH Zurich
and the lead author of the July 15 paper
deseribing the recent resulis, said, “As the
Iee sheets melt, the earth's oblaeness
increases, and the region around the
tor elongates slightly, The moment of
ineriia fncreases, and the rotathon rafe
gets smaller”

Vater from the melt lows towairds the
equator, making the earth bulge out
slightly, stowing iis rotation and
i asing the time taken to complete one
rotation, lengilening our day.

‘A pretty big thing”
Using a mix of climate models and
realaworkd data, the scientiss looked at a
200-year period, between 1900 and 2100,
They found that over the last two
decades, the changing chimate’s effects on
seq bevels around the equator have showed
the rate of the eartl's rotagion by around
1.3 milliseconds (ms) per century,

Based on thelr projections, if the high
emisshon scenarios persist, this rate will
change to 2.6 ms per century, This will

Th ] B sl

d off the coast of Ant;

seen i ndow on a

in 2017, After the provious ice age, a large quantity of ke

meited from the northemmaost and the southernmaos parts of the earth, causing the planet 1o spin (astes, MATT PRLMERUNIPLASH

end up making climate change the
dominant factor in showing the canth’s
rotation, surpassing other factors.

“What's impressive about this is that
ivs anather indicator of just how big the
effect of climate change has become,”
Duncan Agnews, an emeritus professor of
geophysics at the Scripps Instiute of
Oceanography o the University of
Californda, San Diego, sald. “The fact that
it can change - not by a large amount, but
still, some amount - the actual rotation
rate of the entire earth, it's a pretty big
thing to have been affected”

The effect may be in the order of
milliseconds, but it can still affect accurme
thinekeeptig with atombe clocks, Even
though we have kept time since the 19505
with the help of these ultra-precise devices,
wee also track the time taken for the eanth's
rotations and ensure they bodh match up.
Just Hkee the earth’s revolution around the
sun takes just a bit bonger than 365 days,
requiring the addition of a keap day, its
rotation i also not always exactly 24 hours,
It's a couple of milliseconds more,

When a second isalot

A process calbed lunar tidal friction, or the
mcson pulling on the earth's oceans, has
already been Slowing the planet's rotation
atabout 2 ms per century. So if right now
the earth takes about 2 ms longer o
complete one day than the time predicted

2@

Tools that rely on precise
timekeeping lke computer netwiorks
and the ones involved inspace travel
coniled be thrown off course

by atomic clocks, a 100 vears Luter a day
will be about 4 ms longer. As the
milliseconds added up, leap seconds were
added 1 keep pace with the earth's
rotation, This is imperceptible (o us, but
systems Hke GPS, stock trading, and space
trawvel bank on accurate measures of time
amel can be throsm off,

“In the precise timekeeping world, a
second ks a lot,” Dr. Agnews sald.

Some other processes, like the slowed
rotation of the carth's core, have been
speeding up the earth’s rotation time,
After the previous ice age, a lot of ice
mehed from the nonhernmost and
southernmast parts of the earth, causing
the crust to rebound at the poles. This has
also helped the earth o spin faster, so
miteh so that scientists have mooted
debates 1o understand it we need a
negative leap second to correct for .

The axis Is shifting, too
D, Agmews published a paper in Neture in
March showing a similar result: that

An archagologist at work in July on recently discovered remaing of ane of two victims in Posmpesi, a city destroyed by the esuption in AD 79 of Baly's Me. Vesuvius. The skeletons.
wene found in & small, makeshilt bedroam in 2 villa. A woman was bying an a bed with gold, sibaer and bronse colng around Iver, The man bay a1 the foot of the bed, atuTens

l.||lllﬂ-lt change and the resulting melting
lee rwving the earth's rotatbon and
lh.u l]m: will actually delay the negative
leap second.

Either way, both studies are prood
climate change is exerting its effects over
the entire planet by interfering with
something as fundamental as how it spins
aroand its axis.

Dr. Shabvandi and his collaborators
published another recent paper in Nature
Geaplysics detailing the effects of melting
polar jee on the earth’s axis of rotation.
Using observed data and predictions
musde by physies-nformed newral
networks, they found the melting of polar
Jee and glacters Is one phenomenon
driving the earth’s polar motion.

The location where the earth's axis of
rotation intersects the crust is moving
ever so slightly over time.

For people in low-lylng coastal 4
rising sea levels because of
lead to more devastating conse
than the mere woblble of the earth's axis
or a gradually lengehening day.

Nevertheless, this s another example of
how climate change is affecting our
lanet, pushing us towards a desperate
need to curb emissions before the
sitwation spins out of control,

(Rohini Subvalmarnyarm is a freclaioe
Jowrnalist in Bengalury.
rale. subbiigrnail.com)

QUESTION CORNER

THE GIST

Whan polar ice malts, the
water flows 19 the equated,
which makes the eanth bulge
out stightly. This increases the
msarmend of inertia, and the
rotation rate slows, ncreasing
the time taken to complete a
ratation and thus lengthening
our day

-

Cver the Last two decades,
climate’s offects on soa bivels
around the equatar have
slowved the rate of the earth's
rotation by arcind 1.3
milliseconds per century. If
high emissions persit, this
rato will change to 26 ms

-

These studics prove that
climate change & interfering
with something as
funclamental as how the earh
sping pround its als
Scientists found that the
Iacation where the earth’s
anr intersects the crust &
maoving ever 5 slightly over
time

The container that cools just right

Q: How does
water stored in
& mud pot
remain cool?

A The molecules
of any liquid are
in constant
mation but all of them don't
move with the same speed, Their
energies vary over a small range
and the temperatune we
measure represents only the
average kinetic energy of all the
mclecules.,

Even when left undisturbed,
the fast moving molecules
escape from the surface and
wanish into air. As a result, the
megan kinetic energy of the
temperature of the water is
lowered. This process is
{acilitated by a large surface area
as more melecules come into
contact with air,

The pares in mud pots provide
a large surface arca for
evaporation and significantly
cool the water in the pat,
especially when the temperature
outside is higher,

Interestingly, the water in the
pot can never become ice, This is
because the pitcher is not a
closed system: it can also take
up heat from its surroundings.

Thus an equilibrium
temperature s reached when the
process of heat loss and gain are
balanced, Further conversion of
waker {even at 0° C) intoice

The pares in mud pats provide a large surlace
area for evaporation and significantly cool the
water in the POL. GETTY IMAGES.

would require a further removal of heat
1o bring about a phase change, This will
only be possible by using a refrigerant.
— B. Kavitha, Chenaai

For feedback and suggestions
for 'Science’, please write to
selence@thehindu.coin

with the subject 'Daily page”
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Expanding contraceptive choices

recent study published
in the journal
Contraception X
highlighted the
potential role of Levonorgestrel
1. S for perbeoltal use. Perleoital
comntraception refers to methods
used at the time of sex, such as
condoms and diaphragm, This ks a
reminder thae there is o need 0
diversify contraceptive chadees
e respond to the unbgue necds
ol wormnen and girls., Data show
that i Inchia, thie sale of oral
emengency contrageptive pills
{ECPs) ks over 35 million annually,
with a deeadal compounded
anmual growth rate (CAGR) of 12%,
This proves that women and girls
and thelr partivers are choosiig to
manage thelr fertiliey as required.

Emergency contraception
Emergency conraception refers to
methaods of contraception that can
e wsed to prevent pregnancy
after sexual Intercourse, These ane
recommended for use within five
days of unprodected sex but ane
more effictive the sooner they are
used, BCPs prevent pregnancy by
delaying or preventing ovulation,

The World Health Organizitbon
(WHO) states that all women,
including those who cannot use
hormonal contracepive methods,
can use ECPs safely and
effectively. Due to the short-term
nature of thelr use, there are no
medical conditions that make
ECPs unsafe for any woman. The
WHO says there are no health
risks with using emergency
contraception. However, using an
ECT s also o reminder to start
using a regular contraceptive
method in consultation with the
healtheare provider because ECPs
prevent pregnancy from acts of
sox that took place only in the past
five days; they will not protecta
womman from pregnancy from acts
of sex more than 24 hours after
she takes ECPs,

While the public sector
contines to be the major source
of family planning, specifically for
femiale and male sterilisathon, and
Tong-acting reversible
contraceptives Including

Medha Gangdhi

Founder of
Countorpont Impact

intra-uterine devices and
post-partum intra-uterine devices,
tha private seetor Is the major
source of oral contraceptive pills
as well as BCP and barrier
miethods such as o

without migration. This has beena
result of the government's efforts
1o prioritise expanding
contraceptive cholces, increasing
access 1o quality counselling,
serviees, and i foctis

Reversibile contrageprives place
the decksion in the hands of girls
and women, supporting their

Advisory, o heatth and | dgency and reproductive
tos cleeide iF they want 1o
consulting greup have children, when, and how
maryy.
A significant move

The wider
avallability of
ihe singhe dose
CIETECeIeY
conraception

ample of the
EOVernments
response to the
choives women
are making

Earlier this year, the government

on education as a pathway toa
oo quality of life.

There continue to be varkathons
i thve deanand for contracepive
decess and Family planning across
varbous regions, and the focus on
ensiring acoess to information
andd counselling absout
contraceptive cholces and
seamless access across public and

Included a single-dose reglimien of | private sector §s erftieal. The wtal
Levonoagestrel 1.5 mg in the demand for family planning
Natbonal List of Exsential among currently married women
Medicines (NLEM). “Fhis list s agee 15-4% years in India increased
dssued by the Department of from 66% (2015-16) to 76%
Pharmaceuticals to make (201921, The unmet need for
medicines available at 1 family pl i ol | from
aosts and assured quality based on | 13% in 200516 1o 9% in 201921,

the disease burden of the people,
It s meant to profeote rathonal use
of mediclnes with focus on cost,
safety, and efficacy. This move s
slgnificant becanse this is the
sferred reglmen for women
using BCP and despite the annual
sale of over 35 million tablets from
private chemists and pharmacies,
this was not price controlled,
while the two-dose regime (of 0.75
g tabihets) has been in e NLEM
since the inclusion in 2005, The
emengency contraceptive pill
Levonorgestrel 0.75 iy tablet was
included in the National Family
Planning Programme in 2000 but
wans liter replaced by
Levonorgestrel 1.5 mg tablet o be
madde available free of cost across
the public health system, The
sime plll bn the private sector
camtimed o be sold without a
price control in the price range of
99-110. The two-tablet pack was
price controlled a1 2253 per
tablet by belng in the NLEM. This
has been a significant market
disparity between what women
want and what was affordable.

What this means is that while
mowe wormen in India have
expressed a desire 1o use a
contraceptive elther for delaying
first birth, spacing pregnancies, or
not having any/more children,
there are still 9% (shmificantly
lower than 200516) who desine a
contrceptive but don't curmently
have access for a range of reasons,
With research and
technologleal advancements,
contraceptive chobees will
continue o expand for men and
women to respond to the unlque
needs for contraception,
Policymakers need 1o continue to
Tkster anel respond to the needs of
the womin and her partner deross
varkous life stgses with critical
decisions Hke these. This wider
avadlabiliy of the single dose
cmergency contracepiion pill ks an
example of the government's
resporse to the choloes women
e nnaking. With the recent
Imtroduction of the subcutaneous
Iimjectable mnlm‘vml\;\- \Tl'!_lll the
o) unity 1o expand seli-care
amsulj-dmml single rod

Imekia has reachd 1
level of fertility, which mearns
the average number of chil
Terrn per worman ks such I
I‘Ji'umlnn exactly replaces itsell
from one generation to the next

that

[ pive implant in e
inational progranime, and this
declsion of price controlling the
sliigle dose ECP, consclous efforts
are being made 1o support women
I making informed cholces.

The problem of landslides in Kerala

Reports and recommendations ave aplenty, but implementation is tardy

STATE OF PLAY

S, Anandan

early a fortnight after
N two landslides gouged

ot the face of the Vel-
larimala Bl s Wayanad's
Meppadi  panchayat, killing
more than 230 people in the
foathills, the search cominues
for the missing, estimated (o
D e than 130 people,

Thiks Is a tragedy of eple pro-

porthons for Keraka, which his

e battered by extreme
weather events ever since the
great flood of 2008, That year,
241 major landslides were re-
ported in the State, Landslides
have become a major hazard
every monsoon since then,
with Wayanad, 1dukkl, Malap-
puram, Kasaragod, and Kozhi-
kode districes marked as, and
proving to b, highly suscepti:
ble w deadly landslides,
About 75 people died in over-
night landslides ar Kivalappa:
ra i Malappuram and Puthu:
mala in Wayanod, siruated six
kilometres apart across the
hills, in 2005, Puthumala |s
barely a few kilometres down
the hill from the Chooralmala
sl Mundakkal wards of Mep-
padi panchayat, which bore
the brunt of the andslides on
Jully 30 this year,

As in 2019, the landslides
this year were also triggered
by extremely heavy rabnfall:
ST mm of rain in 48 hours, It
Is evident now that there was
Inadequare early warning, But
the role of anthropogenic fac:
tors i exicerbating the disas-
ter cannot be discounted,

The Kerala government em:
barked on a mission w rebulld
the State in the wake of the
2008 Mowd, The post-disaster
reeds assessiment report envie
sioned a climate-resilient Ker-
ailii, whileh wis to be bullt by
managing integrated wirter re-
sources, lollowlng an eco sen-

sitive and risk-informed land
use and settlement approach,
promoting community-based
isaster management, and in-
tegrating disaster risk reduce
thon plans across sectors with
technology and  innovation,
However, implementation fas
been tardy.

The "room for river” project
Tor Mood management in the
plains has not made any head-
way. Affirmative action 10 en-
sure eco senshtive land wse re-
malns a chlmera, with the
government biding thme and a
wvast majority of the people op-
posed 1o the kdea of resetthe
et e to i deep distrust of
the system, Unregulated con-
structions continue to be a
menace on the frglle hills in
Wayanad and Tdukki, with an
£ 0N reverniue from tourism,
The India Meteorological De-
partment and the Geological
Survey of India have delayed
upsciling thelr technleal capa-
bilitles 1o glve accurate, ac-
tonable, and timely early
warmings. A case in polnt s
the endless walt for the Instal-
Ration of a Doppler weather ra-
dar in Kozhikede to bring
north Kerala, including Waya-
i, dindler eoverage. Sichi i
rrdar can glve 'people-friend-
Iy* information such as proba:
ble rainfall intensity, wind
shear, and the probability of
extreme weather such as a
cloudbirst, But this appears
to be a tall onder as Wayanad
does not even have an adeqg-
wate number of rain Hauges,

But the government has

brought loeal bodies on board
thie disaster risk reduction ma-
trix. As many as 266 ocal bo-
dles were handbeld by the
Kerala Institute of Local Admi-
nlstratbon in putting ogether
panchayat-level disaster man-
agement plans after some la-
barbous Fil
port  contains the
it of information pertidn:
Ing to that panchayat. For in:
stance, Meppadi, ravaged by
the lancslides in July, has pu-
Blished a report. To whiit ex-
tent this has been useful in
fighting the disaster needs (o
b examiiied,

Nevertheless, the plan s
sweeping in its coverage of the
geomorphological features of
the Tarwd, the people, the inter-
ventlons on Land, crops, safe
routes, ¢, It identifies the
villnerable spots and people,
such as the differently abled,
the bedridden, children, the
aged, migrant workers, and
those under palliative care,
There are long lists of people
to souned warnings and be the
first responders in the event of
i disaster, Oificials say these
panchayats have been given
dewnsealed  climate projec-
tion data and maps, For pan:
chayat officials to make sense
of the downscaled climate
propect data and maps, there
ks a need o ground truth the

SAme.
‘While the disaster manage-
wrienit plan should be frequent-
Iy updated, experts polnt to
the need o integrate these n-
dividual plans while preparing
district disaster management
plans. There £ now @ labrly
sound  understanding
which areas are prone to dis.
asters. While the government
shounld urge the Central agen-
cles to upgrade their systems
in order to be able to provide
accurate and tmely weather
alerts, It should also pay atten-
tion 1o community-driven li-
mate monitor ing systems,

At the 2024 Paris Olympics, age was not a limit

Athiletes ranging from 11 10 65 vears old competed in the Games, The youngest athletes in the majority of evenis were women

[ DATA POINT |
Richie Lionell
The Hindu Data Team

uring the 2024 Summer
n Olympics, Cuban wrestler

Mijain Lopez, 41, made
history by becoming the fiest ath:
lete to win five consecutive indivi-
dinal gold medals in the same
event: the 130 kg Greco-Roman ca-
Tegory, He was the oldest athlete wo
compete across all the wrestling
events this year, He will be turming
A2 next week,

The youngest athlete whe partl-
ciipated in Paris was Zheng Hivobhao
from Chlna. She was 11 years old
when she competed. She was borm
on the penultimate day of the 2012
Londoen Olympics. She competed
in the skateboarding category in
which 48% of the participants
were tewmagiers.

The youngest athlete in each of
the 26 of the 40 sporting disci
phines lsted in the graph was a girl.
These girls formed 66% of all the
competiton who were feenagers.
Teenage girls tended wo compete in
higher numbers in events such as
artistic swimming and rhythmic
gymnastics in which they formed
almost 50% of all competiiors,

Although men formed the high-
er proporton of older partici-
pants, the oldest player listed w
participate at the Paris Olympics
wis the equestrian dressage star
representing Australia, Mary Han-
na, who is a few months shy of
turning 70. However, Hanm never
g0t the chanee to participate as she
was listed as o reserve athlete.

The oldest athlete to partici:
pate, 65year-old Juan Antonko Ji-
iivenes Cobo, represented Spain in
the equestrian event, OF the 251
athletes competing in the eques:
trian category, 17 of them (46%)
were over the age of 40,

Other events that hosted older
athletes were 3*3 basketball, of
which 56% of athletes were in their
thirties, and teiathlon, of which
A% were I thint age group,

CM S

Ageis justa number

Biata far the chart wern sourced from Olymplcs.com and was analysed by Richie Lionell of Bezalol bata

Chart shows the age-wise dhitribution of the sthbetes who compefed invarious sposting disciplines at the Paris Olympics

2024, Age: 81119 years ® 20250 26-15 815, Gendor: ® Men, X Women

Disciplines,

Equeestrian

Shooting

Tabile tennis

Cyeling

Athbotics

Baach wolleyball

acketball

Canoe

Aichary

Badminton

) Baskothall

Artistic gymnastics

ﬂluﬂitmml‘lll\‘

Boving

Bevaking

Foatball

Golf

Handball

Hockay

Marathon swimming

Medorn pentathlon

Rvythmic gymnastics

Rerwing

Ry servirn

Sailing

Sportclimbing

Tackwondo

Tennis

Trampoline gymnastics

Triathlon

Volteyball

Water polo

Waightlifting

Wiestling

Judo

Suring

Diving

Fencing
Swimming Zheng

Skateboarding f10) ¢
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FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 14, 1974

Ford may discard super secret
diplomacy of Nixon regime

Washdngton, Aug 13: President Ford stressed
yesterclay that whibe the stybe of his conduct of
diplomsey woubd differ From that of his
predecessor, the content of his forelgn policy
worild be the same as that of Mr. Nixon's, While
declaring that he would contimie to “support
thi: outstand ing Toreign policy of President
Mixoa,” he added that =it is my imention o deal
openly with allies and adversaries.” This
stggested that Mr, Ford intended to discand the
super secret diplomacy which was the hallmark
of the Nixon Administration, i pattern of
diplomacy which often allenated some of
America’s obd friemds even while it sought to
sgain new friends.

The underlying theme of Mr. Ford's address o
i Jolnt session of Congress last nlght, In relation
to foreign affairs, was constancy and co iy,
There would be continued collaboration with
steh loyal allies as Western Europe and Japan,
There would be continued support for the
“gecurity, independence and development of
ontr allies and friends in Aska.” There would be
continued efforts wo reduce tensions with China
andd thie Soviet Union and persistent atempts o
bring about a durable seatlement in West Asia,
To all nations including the non-aligned Mr. Ford
pledged a contlnulty “in our dedication to the
humane goals™ - in particular, he said that he
wonld seek an intermational structure of trde
and finance which would reflect the
Interdependence of peoples.,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FROM THE AUGUST
13, 1924 ISSUE SINCE THERE WAS NO IS5UE ON
AUGUST 14, 1924

Danger of gold inflation

Warnlng to US. Incustrialists: A special cable to
the “Statesman” dated London, August 9 giys:
Adddressting an industrial conference at
Massachusetts, Mr. OW, Barron, editor of the
“Wall Street Journal®, declared that business
men in America had an opportunity, such as
they never had before, 1o perform legitimate
Tusiness with the minkmum of rsk. “There ks
only one thing to be feared in this country,” he
widdd, "and that B gold inflation. We have the
possibility of a gobd inflatkon beyond our
previous dreams, and with the costs of labour
ane commundities rising, and our indebledness
expanding, business may topple with disastrous
effects both 1o labour and 1o caplial”

e -



THEINDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, AUGUIST 14,2024

9 THEIDEAS PAGE

Return of the Foreign Han

Conspiracy theories about Sheikh Hasina's ouster avoid the bigger questions in Bangladesh.
Whatis needed is for Delhi tolook ahead, deepen ties with the new regime

BY C RajA M()IIAN

ONE OF THE more fascinating theories in the

gests that Mubhammad Yirus, an 84-yearold
econamist branded as a “ClA agent”, has Jed
the everthrow of the mighty Awami League
In Dhaka and outwitted its biggest external
supporter ad the rejgonal power, India

Serlously?

Conspiracy theories have long enjoyed
great currency in the Suboontiment. They dont
need proaf and can't be disproved. Rulers in
theary whenever they Eaced trouble at home.
Conspiracy theories were the staple of Indian
politics inthe second half of the 20th century,
‘When she faced resistance agsinst her author-
itarianisrm, Indira Gancihi reflexdvely blamed
the foreign hand, mostly the CIA. As she im-
pased Emergency in 1975, Indim Gandhi and
her left supporters blamed the “fascists" at
home and the imperialists” abroad for trying
toaverthrow her “progressive” givernment.

One had thiught that a *s rising India” is
nuwy:ll‘ confident

does nat need evidence to thrive. The coup
theary also gives too mch crodit to the CiA
The South Asian lore about the CIA's prowess
wl'pam the agency's capacity. Consider the

the impulse toblarme
the “foreign hand” for any unwelcome or
unanticipated development. But the shock of
“hosingz an ally” in Dhaka seems to have trig-
sered a Dedhi derangement.

Conspiracy theories pander to political
prefudices and discourage common sense.
They avoid reckoning with the causes of a
political c i your Eace. You

+ The CIA could mot onganise the
ouster of much-reviled President Nicolas
Maduro of Venezuela in the recent elections.
The US failec

Cuba, in power for mone than 60 years Both
amin America’s backyard,

The CIA {5 not the only one that inspies
the feverish imagmation of South Asian con-
spiracy theorists, Our own external intelli-

REMW, 15t It

den't have to be a geopolitical genius o
recognise that Sheikh Hasina was increas-
ingly unpopular. She emaciated her party
and turned it into apersonal el Repeatedly

puwrr a shrinking bubble around the great
leader, and growing authoritar

any regime changein the neighbourhood,

‘Whether they realise it or not, in blaming
the “foreign hand”, the conspiracy theorists
are indicting the Indian establishrment for a
miajor filure. 1 you say the QA conducted a
coup next door, right u)ldc: India’s nase,
whicht

bined with post-Covid economic challenges

you
arv:auuslng Dcﬂn DI mlsnr\gth: hlg mnmcnl

were building up anti-regime steam in
Bangladesh for a while, The student move-
mefit against quotas provided the final trig-
gcrfol rhrpuhtu.alhﬁummul_

hise with Sheikh

i i Jadesh
ctists and Delhi's management would indeed
produce vahuable lang-term dessons forindiia's

Hnm Fw clmgmg o the conspitacy theary.
For she might be in the very eardy stages of
gried — denial = at the boss of power, It will be
awhile befare she comes to terms with the

Howerves itis important tome-
miembier that no powe, global o reglonal, can
oontrol politics in aneas of strategic interest.
Andno gwcmrrrnl Iwever r\:uum:'llll. s
1 1sit-

ir v

sources of the tragic end to her
puml:.ll career that has truly transtormed

countries,

Instead of taking :Dmlurt in wnsplmr:y

that
the LIS 1o
wive America a military basL' She is not the
anly South Asian leader who is blaming the
U5 for Josingg porwer, Pakistan’s former prime
mindster, bmran Khan, has been at it since be
wias defenestrated in a successful no-confi-
denee vate in the National Assembly in Apsil
202, Liloe Hasina, Imiran Khan also thinks his
refusal to give a base {“absolutely noe” were
his Eamous wirels ) was what tumed America
against him,
To be sure, the LIS military is locoking for
basrs and Mcl lities as it responds to the
i Asia But to sug-

thearies.

reflect on Hasina's Imy:dy As Shﬁ:nixin:

urged us in Richard the Second, *For God's

sk, bet s sit wpon the ground And tell sad

sanries™ of the fall of kings and queens.
Hasina's story is about bath triumph and

tragedy. She survived against great odds and

Pakistan. Over the kast 15 years, Hasina turned
i st i {
a*madel” for ather developing eountries, in-
cluding Pakistan o follow, Ste has atso helped
Inchia and Bangtadesh transcend some of the
hitter legacies of Partition, settled the bound-
arydi x-nr‘-'uuss—burdcrmnsmcn

grsmmnwus ! 1 in

hanced regional connec

and Paki it i organksing
fisty But t i

nal trade. L i heroes,

coups

shne harl Eatal herel

Whether they realise it or
not, in blaming the “foreign
hand”, the conspiracy
theorists are indicting the
Indian establishment for a
jor failure. If you say the
CTA comducted a coup next
door, right under India’s
nose, which has a huge
footpring in Bangladesh,
vou are accusing Delhi of
sing the big moment in
Bangladesh. A serious

Inelian post-mortem on the
origing and evolution of the
Bangladesh crisis and
Delhi's management would
indeed produce valuable
lomg-term lessons for India’s
regional policy. However, it
is important to remember
that no power, glubal or
regional, can control politics
in areas of strategic interest,

© R Sasikumar
tio to concentrate power in her hands and
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“On Mt:ndw the UK, Germany and France called upon lran not o

“escals
murdes H“! wiv
Tran, Lebanon and Syria”

. Perhaps they would e heteer nff advising Tel Aviv to SEop
ians in Gaza, and end the campaign of assassinations in

~ DAWN, PAKISTAN

A caveat in
the jobs data

Considering the methodological limitations of
employment datasets, it is surprising that claims
of rapid growth of jobs should be made

AMITABH KU M:u AND
P C MouanaN

STUDNES BASECHON the KLEMS data are be-

! cla P
Job creation in the country. This database
has been developed as part of an intema-
tional project and has a very respectable
parentage, nurtured by scholars from the
Dielhi School of Economics and IKRIER since
2009 and housed in the Reserve Bank of
Inctia since 2022, Henoe, it is nocessary that
we examine the methodology of generat-
ing the data, going into sectoral details and

easistmuch less, Since WPR inrural areas is
higher than in urban areas, the total employ-
ment generated inthe years of the bwenties
would work ot as higher than the actuals.
The Inlg:lng explanation clearly shows
that the t produce any emp
ment figures independently. The UI"SS-
based WIR is used oh a prajected popula-
tion to obtain the numbers, There is a
stgnificant dro in WPR, as per UPSS. from
20112 10 2007-18, as we shift from EUS to
PLFS and the KLEMS assumies there is no
problem of temporal comparability. The
WIR, howevier, has gone up significanty for
rural women with some inereases also for
the ather population segmients, in the sub-
sequent years. These WPR values applied on
somewhat higher population estirmates, as
discussed above, would produce inflated
employment numbers.
In the KLEMS database, employment in
agnmilun:lncn:\ancd [rom a near stagnant
2018-19to 25 crone in 2022~

original sources.

The KLEMS database consisting of data
on capital (K1, labour (L), energy (E} mate-
rial (M} and y:ml:cs (), currenthy available

in the country over its identity and history.
Nutwirhmnmru Ter tragic end, Hasina waill
d histeric figure i
tion of the modern Subcontinent.
[rietia has every reason to regret Hasing's
fall from powes, but Defhi can't be detained
by what happened in the last fow days. It

Fo 1 198010 2024, is meant to pro-
vide a “measurement tool to monitor ard

hat the industry
level as wrl!asﬁluugmgnlcc:nnnrrw" It
uses data from different rounds of the eim-
pluym:n: un.!:mphymnlsurvtyx[ﬂ.ﬁ].

. Correspandmgthy. the service soctorem-
ployment went up from 17.2 crome to 2002
crore. Manufacturing employment grew
from 5.5 crore 0 6.3 cone,

The number of woarkers would go upsys-
tematicatly due to the population increase
and the methodology of projection even
when the WPR retnains thesame, Similarly,
manufacturing employment goes up al-
lhuugh the mlr of manufacturing o total

as per the PLES. It is im-

miust lookat

rulers in Divalea to build on the solid founda-
tion she constructed for the bilateral strate-
fric partnership. Delli mast also signal em-
pathy for the student movement that is

the
Nmnnai.’\otwm Statistics and :Iu:.ﬂlwual pnrt.mtmmlrthﬂ the nn{duymntdm
Surveyaf of yeary  inc

dita me thl:'NahumI 5th5t|:a| Office.the  implying the |nc|iLs|nn n[ p(‘l!DﬂS having a
available data and Mirgcmn—
Interpalated lnrcﬂlcl

yeans.
As per the mhuduiugy the ELUS and

wtlﬂmm Usirg T-_US,IPU"S chata nhrl,g wlh

PLFSda

the projec in cl ploy

nomie oppy

Asikcontr
ion af | and

| prini-
pal and , mﬂus{Lﬂ‘SS‘ for four

its long-term rise, the LIS will remain anim-
portant partner for Inclia,

Over the last few years, Delhi and
Washington have moved closes toeach other
anSouth Asian ssues, Inthe last few months,
there has been an important effort to reduce
‘bilateral differences on Bangladesh, Recall that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had intro-
dhuced Hasina to President Joe Eidcn atthe G20
summit in Dielh
tn recuce tlw palitical pressiite on Dhaki.

clumun; In Eang‘ladcsh the Hn:k'n

new governament bed by Hasina, The problerm

in the end was not between Delhi and
Thiaaa bt Hiasl

prople. il

Eroups — rural male, rural fermake, urban
male and urban female, Since the surveys
do not provide the absolute number of
warkers, the estimated worler-population
ratios { WPR] for the four groups from the
survey are multiplied by the wtal populs-
Lion. Population for the survey years can of-

T
without any reference to the nature and
aquality of work,

A study by economists at the SBI com-
I t hased
an the Annual Survey of Unincorporated
Sector Enterprises (ASUSE] data with the
numbers available in the RBIKLEMS dara-
tase, The ASUSE survey covers a subset of

therbe
artakonf . R
the Mational Population Commission
under the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare [ MoHFW),

Inthe methodology segment of the RE|
repart, it is noted that for 2017-18, 2018-19
aricl 201920, the all-india figures for theern-
I Tic
Survey 2021-22 For 2020-2 1 omvwands, pop-
ulation pmJl:chnnshyllrMuHF\'\fan:mcd

lahioration between the RAW and the CIA o for males
coukd not have stopped the political clock that and females only, mdmtw.cntl)‘ e
wias ticking for ule, for projo:

Finalky. the conspiracy thearies in play to- lations in rural and urhan segments. Th:

iy ikrly i worker numbers are then distributed
tural comergen Indianand USin- amang the industry groups, considered in
terestsi | i The WLEMS, accorching to their sharesin employ-
current crisis in Bangladesh and the gather- et as in PLFS,

ing stewem in Burma demand more intensie
Inchia-US comsultation and cooperation inthe
Bay of Bengal and its littoral

The writer iy visiring profssorar the nstitune
nfSDulil.ﬂﬁnnSnmNnmnanMrwmyoj

Iy, the

jected by MoHF

all i ecludes
those in construction the corporate sector
and government, besides those registered
as factories and cooperatives, The survey es-
timated the number of persons ermployed
in such enterprises to be only 1096 crore,
This is being inflated to claim that total em-
Ployment in 2022-23 is 56.8 crore, close to
KLEMS data, This necds to be investigated.

Employment in enterprise surveys in-
dicates 4 position In the enterprises. It is
not easily relatable to information on in-
dividluats, colbected in housetold employ-
mient surveys, that are considered supe-
rior for employment data, Independent
estimates from these two sources do not
match for reasons well known, Similardy,
data an the registration of MSME units in
the Udyam portal usually does not imply
new jeb ereation, nor do the monthly
ch.mg's inEPFO mbsrnpnun mean addi-

toa pdechine in fertility the
1 2010 to 2020, TH that

numn. ki
| hodological Bmita-

ttw total labsour and worldorce, obtained
thmugh the rultiplication of the projected

IFLZAPOre:
|nrzmnumufqﬂb|rsjbrmlnd|an Expccs;

he WPR, would be overes-
t:rmtrd.'l'h: estimated rural population
wnild be higher alsa because it is assumied

mnfdwmmsmmmlumdmm
should be made of a rapid growth of em-
Ployment, that too of decent jobs.

L) sﬁnjhsanr.lu'nms-n\l L Uniiversity,
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A port of no return

In Great Nicobar Island, a port was won, a wildlife sanctuary lost

IR 15 a former

togrowat the ast
b ;

mieiriber of Notional Statistieal Conmmission

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AN ACT OF DEFIANCE
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Super Sifan,
i (IE Ausgust

IMAGINE A MRGE patch ul lowe-lying Ianrl

granted by the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Cimate Change (MoEFCC) to a

metros, Theugh
records as a lake, it Y has hu:n |:I|')I for a few
years because of poor rains, By a sleight of
hand well-knowm to the Indian pubic, the
leen over by a builder. a high-rise is
comstructed in doubde quick time and occu-
pants move inwith much anfare, The rains
return, land becomes kake and the residents
are marooned. The aggrieved home-owners
goto court, which, in turn, asks the govern-
mcm to fix r:spunsllullty The vernment

Rs42,000 ci port in Great
Micohar Esland's Galathea Bay. Coastal areas
that are notified as protected ancas {wildlife
sanctuary and national park ), with man-
wrones, corals, turtle-nesting beaches, sea-
grass beds and nesting grounds of birds
among others, are included in CRZ-1A
Significantly, they are out of | large
construction projects such as the port in
quiestion in Great Nicobar 1sland,

The beach at Galathea Bay, the site of the

Calathea Bay WLS should never have been
de-notified, the MoEFCCs environment ap-
praisal committee | EAC) s hould never have

[NCSCM) and, indeed, the order of the NGT
constituting the HPC, A port still could not be
»'I"D\'\fl:’d and a solution was mli necdod, The

tior clearance and
the MoEFCC should never have cheared the
project that it did in November 2022, This
wias then challenged in the National Green
Tribmunal, which svien as it Failed its mandate
spectaculary, could not help but note that
the project site had 20,668 coral colonies
and "that part of the project is in CRZ-1A area
where Port is prohibited”.

Thie NGT then appainted a high-powered

ittee which comes
Im:ic with .mmg:muui solution: The lalie
that was alake till recenthy was never a lake
in the first place. And now that there is a
building here, how can this be a lake any-
way? I imgmlury hirds were visiting, it was

soneof the most signi
m:sling sites in the indian Ocean of the giant
leatherbacl, the world's largest sea turtle, in
addition to three other species that alsonest
here. The project site also has coral colonies
and mngmunasmnmnncd in the project's

their Lake, and the bird
sanctuary here had been denotificd many
years ago ampway,

Afarce (or should we call it subterfuge?)
mmuch bigger than this has just been played
ot in the Great Nicobar Iskand as reparted
by this newspaper {'Nicobar port plan:
Flagged in no-go zone carkier, now inpermit-
ted areal, 1, July 29},

Arthe heart of the matter ane two related
aspects; First, a category of land labefled by
lman Law as masml regulation zone [CRZ -
1A

Jearance

impact poet; the
adjoining coastal forests have impurl.lnt
nesting sites of the endemic Nicobar
miegapode. It was to conserve this richness
and diversity that Galathea Bay was pro-
posed in 1997 & a wikdlife sanctuary over 11
54 kem of sea, coast and coastal forest, This
wias clearly CRZ-LA and a port was out of the
question here.

But the path was cheared, first and fore-
most, by denotifying the sanctuary in
January 2021 even though the turtles con-
tinue nesting here, Put together, the

ittee (HPC) headed by the Secretary,
MnEFtC.wlh alaey mitrber beirg the Chief
Secretary (C5), Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, to look into the matter, It did not
strike the NGT that the C5 ks the chairman of
the board of directors of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands Integrated Development
Corporation Limited {ANIDCO), the project
whaose envi learance

vcylerECMnsuppmcdmfuvcmﬂuml
recently. Read carefully the following state-
et from ANIDCD favitinthe NGT that

al
13}, Undoubeedly, ane of the most rep-
resentative moments of these games
wiould be Sifan Hassan donning the hi-
jabon the podi

emony while reoeiving the gold mrdal
for the marathon category at the
Olympics. bnthe charged nationalistic at-

was also the basis of the IE repart: “The HPC
e bo the conclusion thatin the Report sib-
mmdhyu:m ithas been dtncrmn‘d
thato in(RZ-
B area buk not permissible in CRZ-IA, The NC-
SCM. henee, concluded that no part of the
projectarea is F.llhru; uncher CRZ-A"
st hire, thie

still stand, the megapodes still forage and
hreed here and 20,688 coral colonies stil]
forish in the adjoining waters. This is still
CRZ-EA, but now that the port has been ap-
proved, this canmot be 1A 1t should never
have been LA in the first place, The cart was

hefore the horse all along but

whas under question or that Cwas
the very agency that had gramted this clear-
ance. They would be sitting now in judge-
ment an achallenge to their own actions.
The problem however remained unre-
stﬂvrd because :hL' project site was still CRZ

ted mow.
The hurtl:ng into a legally-sanitised

ol France, and by extension
Eun:lpc suchanactof defiance — France
banned its athletes from wearing this
pgarmment at the opening ceremany — is
ispiting. That theworkd docs not recquire
stich defiance to register discri

{5 saek. Things must change.
Animesh Ral, Moo

OVERHAUL NEEDED

THIS REFERS TO the report, "Doctor’s
rape-miurder: Mamta gives police a
week bo resobve case’ [ IE August 13), The
rape and murder of a resident doctor in
a Kolkata hospital has put the spotlight
on the saﬁ:ty of women in hospitals.

Toss India,

abyss can continue now with a peaceful,
Fave-abiding mind.

Sc*hmrin i nssnclm' pm_f!smr Centre for

asking for acentral law o peotect health-
cane workers, citing sing attacks. But is
It thee back of a specific kaw that is respon-
'ilh|i: Fur attacks on health workers and

wrkers is four times greater than that
against professionals in general waork-
places. Several risk factors contribute to
winlence against doctors, including un-
derstaffing, lengthy waiting times forpa-
tients and poor quality of healtheare
services. An overhaul in the system
where neither the caregiver i the pa-
tient is exposed to undue vulnerability
s the need of the hour,

Sanjay Chopra, Moha

THE SAME OLD

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,‘After the
Hympics’ (IE, August 121 A post-
miorter on our poor medal tally after
CHympics has become routine — we
learn similar lessons each time, India's
overall medal tally of 41 at all the
Ohymipies explains how we wallow in
false pride. Our performance at the
games has only deteriorated over the
past 25 years: from the best-ever 50th
place in 2008, we have slid to our low-
est-ever of 71 in Paris, astark reflection
of the awhul status of sports in the most
populous country, Rather than invest-
ing extensively in the creation and up-
dating of sports facilities around the
wuntr_','. mnlrum arxd acacdem-

i mireyoutk W just

mike hids o host the musl L'KDL'I'HI\‘L'

Tiee e o Areas

ﬂndamin and Nicobar Coastal Zone
Management Authority and the National
Centre for Sustainabile Coastal Managerment

|

msuna[{')\mllry (mm}wfhllry Stncies,
UT-Bombiy, and author most recently, of
The Great Nicobar Betrayal

facilities? 1t

the Blelihood of assaults against hmltl\

sporting

Ii-ml{ﬂht Benygnhuern
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BECAUSE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

KEEP SOCIAL PEACE

Yunus-led dispensation should mitigate atmosphere of fear
among Bangladesh's minorities, ensure their protection

Thep

L. PAGE
ost-Mandal moment

=

WWWINDIANEXFRESS. COM

WoRrDLY WISE
NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE POWER OF
STUPID PEOPLE IN LARGE GROUPS,

— GECRGE CaRLIN

Itis here, It calls for a new language,
adifferent politics

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

THE RECENT RULING of the Supreme Court
allowing states o sub—clamly SCsand 5Ts for

3.0, we entered into a post-Mandal moment

ing { perhaps as obiter dicta, and even juridi-

fyur by
abiout whe benefits from reservation and by

inreser- cermnwith reservation pot distorted,
Y AFTER BANGLADESH'S lared that wanted vatinn has praduced two pronounced re- Mandal a5 an idea represented three sets employing the dumsy concept of creamy
Vs thedd-y Id Mobel sponses: Pokiti i i ducic the i layer, the ruling has thrown up crucial ques-
T poeal: Lot Fehis vickary. Let s not et this siip :ls::Irbynatcmnmlmmthmhbswhlbu ;)c‘::smc:m irsetoff acrmmlmmr::la:::d tions. R
b'-“"‘-“"‘“”" mstakes, | from violence”. These words spoke of ctabout an Bathihe tation and also gave rise (o the substantive  not, the past-Mandal moment was already
th the idely-respected eeoncmist, banker and social entre- sibenc * ir sharein power; here and needed a response from academia,
peneur Unmngahmrﬁy—dludrdnnmtryandmsmﬂng its democratic fabric folkowing with the post-Mandal moment, The ruling it- nected, these are disti polic and social activists to three is-
Sheikh H. s upsurge, I Hasina's 15-yearold r Iy the self, and the various judgments, are charac- e Dnrbmueasymlumandthnwur sues, First, if the reservation policy represented
arrests of Opposition leaders, of dissent and crac froe speech, the teristic of the concerns and confusions of the warns us about thczmumm[dlaﬂw an urgent m.-er\‘! m:;mwr.'m m:as’:‘.'—muiwd
st T aware of th asymm:try ow do we tweak that policy
protesEs against her regime hmlndmmwdamlwnrnpuhnrdlnﬂahlhty I Ml — orrersinod as caste politics = G ? riis
ingof past scars —masny . : X ., S0me go- has hael two connected but separate trasecto- ther from crude enumeration of everyone's dmszs the mare disprivileged from amaong
g even further back i Events in the week the has ries; One pre-Mandal and the a:hnr ooca caste background, this el drew atten- aries? Twe, asIndian so-
raken over theil i i sboned by the Mandal G Vol | 3 ciety froem an easily
g toaech social i ¥unus's first priority. Especially wormying are 'Ihelnnnurlsahsmnm!!y'andmcdmndrk- T, it i ® i lapof caste, c howdo
200 attac largest religious minority, the Hindus — macratisation imvolving long-tenm striggles e the ¢ | need ko fortify the reservation regime — by we address the new labyrinths of power
ot ot Fve mermhers of e iy have Innnmlrm Fimrd against caste, In this sense, the life of Mandal W “-‘h’“_' hie Conrt had moving bcynndsf_!.lndﬂ's.hy i mart
. ey e had its origin in the writings and work of ruled this way or not, the W way toavol 1 i

others have been otihaPhuleand Perivar Thi R e wiecting fmerit hinary. Atthe  bound sriace, Three, d pect the
reiterated his call for peace. But wurd;edcljmm‘tbecm@ Vunus will have i arrest of the idea nfMandaIwnsmadepassihll:hy M Al e e same time, IMManda] moment abso sensi-  SC,5Tand D8C m be seen as permanent biocs?
the collapse ol law and order and protected. BR Ambediar. Subsequenty, and as a conse- z Y e tisnd palicy i ic politics will inevitably bring in-
Haslmbeulmﬂ!‘Fﬂed'ﬂwsmllnrvcrmdﬁalgladﬁhspul:ry mﬂn:bccul the quence, the question about the TERF from academia, al:lunIpnllcy:hulcmwldul:nm:rmfa(socnl ternal political divisions in these administra-
i § 1slamic fi y ol lov- (backward ¢ 1967 policy and social justice in the sense, Th N tively ap Is our y oy
um:uun A il began onthe if ebec activists to three issues, eservation often led toeasy escapes for poli- |mag1mandsiupnrmwsnc|dbdmthal will

l:uumry’\. carmpuses, B
mast sections of Bangladesh's society, including the Islamists, Even in the early phase, it
was apparent that the political was ing intertwi ith the Thee tur-
mail has contimeed even after Hasina's flight from the country, The Hmaus tractitionally

iscomtent, thy

The other lde of Mandal revolved around

shaped pn:- 1967 pulirics inthe narth, This

cared mix. H.wmg Iu: the headlines in the

1690, fthe century,

need o intervene i

related asymmetry,

qumkusnqun.'mun of policy based on so-

atrend to both socio-economic and demo-

lipsed in the shad cratic
of the humaw:rarisamn of the reservation  of the existing blocs?
regime and enudless The bound
the judiciary. pragmatic and even crude, But responses will

sumely be needed, Consider the existing chal-

soft targets during the ex- . 2 ) % ‘Three, in the realm of mobilisation, the

mdthnHummgu‘m Mgt of the atiacks hive takestlaces ) il iticsi 1 | arena had run its course, We lw""f m“." !"'l“;, from nent iticsof  lenges, Amang many castes from 5Cs and
i x ? " i time to time in order o Thi ichdemoc- ST, there is a long-standing and
of :‘:m“.hﬂli Hepotoe =it hau-ﬂm!.ﬂtn arnong parties and political efites that com- ensure that it redresses the mcy and al backward deepeoncemover their condition, This results
lrdaid ST frilscre petitive and aggressive fortification of the more disprivileged from nities to engage i politics beyond localised  in distrust and competition within the SC/ST
antelt e i i H &I’ o ded vole banks, But simultaneously, the Mandal gmuped
Bangladesh’s interi c -ademics, civil society activists, student !'qu-bemroll!u social justice policy, Theab- Afinng the incesooy . miament also underscored the aspirationsof - OBCs into sub-categories in arder to allay the
leaclers ials, By all accounes, the Awami League, or by var heneficiaries? Two, as Indian individual leading to singls Iden-  fearsof *more backward”, A number of polit-
s, are missing. Yunus was persecuted by the Has:n.l regime, which weaponised labour mahly the BF. and after a quarter century, sodlety moves away from an it nses of i Iy icallystroe an castes ane waging strug-
Ravys torconvict F rmicro-fis Buti 3 AT now by Congress, has been ac: by % I paoliteal Inthe caseof  ghesfor irdete-
e rmast b arge-hearied, Hadra e made it Now, party's aachiof 5w the pogs . rinesting <
wrst critic will d.my hie stakes of the ) i inthe fi ' ‘s poity. mmplu:amdsuua!mzhtyul’mjumm power, how do we address and cosmetic tactical advaneages, Isues will hax\:sumemmnuluﬁhlmny

Thewt their heads together and Inthe pre-| the new Labyrinths of power .Mul'_hd hie di i wlmﬂE.SC discontinui

apply the sabve. 1t's up to Yunus tw make the first move. ernment policy wr.'n:mmnﬂm!ly based on : ruling emanates fre urity  similarly,

FAILING HER

Protests against rape and murder of a doctor in Kolkata point
to chasm between intent and outcome on women's safety
TRAINEE DOCTOR wvalkes into a serminar room after a 36-hour shift to ress, the
only place available in tlm absence of a :Iury moom The next moming she is
her assaLlt A junior nurse
indshes her shift am:l poes o change, She is seatunlly ais!ulm:l and choked

nearly tudu.li\ﬂ\clwnshd] exrruc Separated
—the 31y tor
run RG Kar Medical College who dead on August 9, and Aruna as-

saulted in November 1973 in Mumbai's KEM Hospital — shows that when it comes to
women's safety, m(rnum ha'. mnvedln India despite the loud assertions of “nari shaldti®,

the larger gnal of “anti-caste” politics - that s,
o the goal of doing away with caste-based
injustice and unlaimzn This was the most
vatluabile o thedis-
course ofsocial estice and democracy. By the
tuern of the century, that umbilical cord with
more fundamerntal issues goesevered, Thisde-
velopment meant that rather than Mandal

asymmetry? Reservation for
EWS was a smart way to
avaid this gquestion, But the
gquestion is bound tore-
surface. Three, do we expect
the SC, ST and OBC to be
seen as permanent blocs?

in continuing to recognise caste blocs that
made sense halfa century age. 13 ubcbcmd

and analyse them will have to be freshly
Wﬂtked out. While the language from the

Ih!t | altractive, npnst
ing 2 Mandal
if ferent o a di paolitic
gy without having to destabilise the social
ilibri | By i o The writer, hased in Pune,
-aste bloc tawgfit politicsl schence

WHEN GURU DUTT MET PLATO

In his centenary year, making sense of the director’s cinematic subversions

InKnlkata, acivicvolunteer arrested,
wear after year have surfaced — CCTV T wi =
wash rooms, llmn:aﬁlhatwnntn mﬁeripm&'rwmdahtrd.alkm Inadequate se- SUMANA ROY
curity i tence Thelarger fail- -
ureisthec i Prowmises f_\n'BIYSEMEm‘I'E_RG.ﬂIJDL:STL;mans—
made in the aftermath of the horrfic December identin 2012 mely inthe film Pyaasa( 1957 ) My students b t

been reduced to lip service; The 100 per cent increase in the budigetary allocation of the
Mirthaya Fund for 2024-25 notwithstanding, data shows that between 2013, M\en itwas
setup, and 2022, of the allocati will

lnan:l ol him, fhe'd been alive, he'd have been

UD him for help with Explau'nng Plato's

need ro keep up with changing realities. A to the All India S w an Higher
Education, in 2020-21, the ratio of women o men studying m::lunc was 1:1. In nursing,
Mmmm]]ﬂmmmhwmy IDOmm\H fthy

of at F Rl At ntified in 2013, has been

“Allegory of the Cave” a text that
nmﬂymadm a Creative Writing dassroom,

3 Twanted
mm:md the dialogic form through two very
old texts, The lbpumnnnummmcm

-th‘JrDJ
ing to ensure a *safe and secure work place™ for women,
Hhisisa mwmnt Ih: ﬂl‘ administration of RG Kar Medical College to confront ques-

Lile Saac laucon,
dents 1o let the classroom hc:uma cave,
'Imagm:' that the cavern has a mouth that
Hik i :

nd stalf
toneshout 1 Kalm s oca yides ituoage allthe way down tn the p('r.lp!r.' They have
tian, Th The }nnq(wnh their legs and
rlamrlurcqxra] pm\uhmmt.tr"encnunmf' as TMC party general mumy.&hh&h& e All

Instant justice, forward, Imagine

thatcan mlngau: the painof | thL- bereaved; no atonement for acts of senseless vi

o0
and a due courseof justice,

PoLiTiciAN & TECH BRO

Donald Trump's interview with Elon Musk
was all predictable, all bormg

fire." What these "captives” see is shadows,
which they take to be the only possible truth,
\M:'cnntlmz reading Shawn Ewn Llans—

ich Socrates sa
them is set free from his shackles... What do
you thinl his reaction would be if someone

known was illusion and deluston, but that
nowy he was a fewe steps closer to reality, ori-

er
thentic, and able to see mone truly?,. Would

Whose history s this, and
whaose conditioning? It is as
much the struggling poct
Vijay's history as it is the
Indlian nations, then only 10

hie, rather, believe that the shadows he for-
mierhy ke were more real than the objects
now being shown to him?"

| play the song “Yeh duniya agar mdl bhi
jaaye toh kya hai®, as if to ilfustrate Plato's al-
legony, Guns Dutt's name in the fm is Vijay,
meaning "victory”, wsed with characteristic
miekancholic iy, I'mtwlsapumwtmsepu-

— o thie diis — that Vijay wantsto burn, What
is bemg rejected? Mehian, fakhton, fmajon,
som, de — riches, Eame and success, How
doesit numrdlhlumrlils\um —yehduniva
agar mil hhi fomye mh kT Dutt subwverts
this in every way he can — notice how the
“spotlight” is on the publisher, while the poet
=ings in the darkness of the auditorium,
Wh i is this, and whose condi-

ems are ignored,
trings more commerce than his life. In the
song, he stands with his anms outstretched, a
silhowette that Dutt would repeat in “jaane
wuh keaise log the jinke pyar ko pyar m:la" in

ncuum;’.l' 13 xsasmml\dm struggling poet's his-
toryas it is India's, thenomby 10 years old, con-
Iused between materialism and the q)urmul

o] calm. The

fibmy, almost asil

s mew ol home,

the Bight, The publisher, Ghash, \M.'althy pov-

astage, where the munq.l'd publisher stands.

years old, confused b
materialism and the spiritual
life necessary for art and
calm. The nation and its new
culture are unable to give him
a home, a stage, where the
moneyed publisher stands.
Dhute’s is also an allegory of
the cave — itisa rejection of
anidea of poetry, of the stage.
The poet has come in like the
audience, a ‘comumion man',

erful, ccl\lmi]u nFr ison Dutt | ave —(tisae-
jum Suchi oc- jection of an idea of poetry, nfthestagu. The
ture of conditioning that, like the people in - poet has come in like the audience, a “com-
I the w mon man”. He stuns them, not :Illu:
and the source of light. ‘s Titania, but i
By interchanging the location of the two — into mfll.‘cum.nsmrypumn st

—of the poet behind the awdience and the
publisher on stage — Dutt challenges our habit

Arsuchamoment, as Plamand Dutt comm-
bu(atc each other, the Cmmwmru; class-

TITImerTe “craft” and
dominates and duplams buﬂmrund the cmnmhqummdumrurmmagems
artist. Vipay's cal; Howe will

and his family; his gifriend leaves him o
‘marry Ghash, Goaded by the prostitute who
loves Vijay and his wntlng Chosh publishes

a poet who says “Mere samne s hatao yeh
duriya” write about the warld, this duniya?

.f.,.._-," newwsof the poet's
push up sales. This is the duni

Ray,
Ashuor Uiniversiry: Views are persooa

IMKAREWSHIAN S CROMN i i tiive, The great
. ‘reality TV —cli i ing victim —are still
aforce o ithin politics, business, conllicts i

What they are not i litics, that was the most ob-

winnus takewway from Tesla, SpaceX and X formery Twitter ) boss Elor Musk's twio-hour in-
terviewy with the man hoping, once again, to be US President, Donald Trump, streamed on
the farmer's social media plaﬁurmon Aunst 13

el the apsulated in the first fev minutes — with con-
spiracy theosies, self- and a glancing v with facts. The live stream
delayed by about and Musk fitchon a di denial-a:

service attack — the server with users in tocausea crash. He pro-
wvided noevidence for this claim. Traomip, for his pant, marvebed at the number of users, per-
haps confising nmr.lslly Faasllppor!. Both abused their bete noires — oe Biden, I(amala

Harris, Der the politician; lation, taxation
pusumcmFa(ﬂwlmhbmltmsnﬂpmdmhlnlﬁumlnwﬂanlly itwas all haring. “
¢ togreat success. From o -
TV tor the Wil f They -
ane adept at controlling news cycles and grablb halls. But the art of ion is AL
justali difficult th, zueny And not anb i alathe

INDIAN EXPRESS B

For bath the i

[ im n

interviewer, that's good news,

/aE m

AuGUST 14, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

TamiL Town TORCHED

SRILANKAN ARM\"tmnpsm fine tnllwen—
tire Tamil

Olyrmpic Garmes in a dazzling science fiction
sound-and-light show, With the Los Angeles
Colisewm plunged into darkness, the mock
spaccshnlr_i!lghu changmg colour against

ation against a guerdla ambush of

a mililary

the backgn itti. 'QarWau

comwoy: Thirty Tamil
edly killed in an encounter with the mcumy
fomesatKaithady, Ct arcl Kayta. Ten

Kaithady and 15 while the anmy was clearing
“roadisloc” setup by the extremists,
LA Orympics END

ALGHT-RADIATING SPACESHIP and a fricndly
yisitor” from another planet closed the 1984

[ | B

NSA AMENDMENT

TOTAL CHADS PREVALED in the Lok Sabha
‘when the National Security | second amend-
ment) Bill, 1984, wasbeing voted upnna{mi a

Depasty Speaker, G Lakshmanan, announced.
albeit inaudibly, that the bill had been passed
and abruptly adjourned the House,

NEW PUNJAB ADVISER

SEVERAL TOP-LEVEL APPOINTMENTS have

as part of the Ce plan to re-

vamp the Punjab administration, R V

Sublamamam who was heading thl.- expert
Punjab, hasbeen

adviser D the Punjah Governor Satarawala
Thy

day-long debate, Amid strong
the entire opposition against m:ciulfs nl'l—
ing that par be

0f 55 Dhanoa, as the new

Both Subr; and Dhanoa have been

weak the

asked o takeover their jobs on August 16,
i




Step down

For the sake of a fair investigation,

Madhabi Puri Buch must resign

ot since the Harshad Mehta scam of 1992

has India's securities regulations and

oversight come under such scruting. The
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SERI),
which was established as a statuory body that
year = it was constituted as a non-statutcry body
in April 1988 through a resolution of the Govern:
ment of India - now faces allegations of bias and
conflict of Interest right at the wop, The stakes are
much higher with the Indlan stock market now a
853 trillion financlal powerhouse. Over the
years, SEBI has put in place robust sysumr. n(
checks and balances that have olved

THE 1HNDU

Editorial

Wednesday, August M, 2024
CIHERNAL

The shock-effects of South Asian tumult

rom the start of this decade, India has
received one shock after another in its
nedghbourhood, I in 2021, it was the
coup in Myanmar and the Taliban
takeover in Afghanistan, in 2022 there was the
ouster of Prime Minister lmran Khan from office
in Pakistan and riots that pushed Goatabaya
Rajapaksa out of the country in Srl Lanka, Since
then there have been some other events — the
dramatic electoral change in the Maldives, that
pushid the more India-friendly Solih government
out, while a similir effect in Nepal wrought by
coalithons collipsing, has brotght the less
Indinefriendly Ol government in. With
Bangladesh, the shock of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s dramatic departure and her arrival in
Treclia s all the more palpable, becawse of how
heavily New Delhi invested in the Hasina
government. It has now been left scrambling o

toensure that India’s securities market and finan-
cial system gained the reputation of being one of
the most reliable globally. However, the accusa-
rions of a conflict of interest levelled by New York:
based short-seller Hindenburg Research against
SERI chalrperson Madhabd Purd Buch In the con:
duct of the ongoing investigations against the
Adani Group, the Ahmedabad-based global in-
frastructure to FMCG major, for alleged stock
price manipulation and corporate malfeasances,
have cast a shadow on the statutory regulatory
body. The main conflict concerns imvestments
mmade by Ms, Buch and her husband Dhaval Buch
in ohscure offshore funds based In two tax ha-
vens, Bermuda and Mauritius, where Adani
Group Chairman Gautam Adani's brother Vinod
Adani had allegedly also made investments. A se-
cond conflict arises over the Buchs' consultancy
firms in Singapore and India tha the couple said
were used by Mr. Buch to advise “prominent
elients in the Indian industry™ since 2009, 1t is not
clear if some of them are SEBLregulated. The
Buchs claim that these firms “went dormant im-
mediately” upon Ms, Buch’s acceptance of the
whole-time membership on SEB's Board. Ho-
wever, Hindenburg, in s reburtal to this res-
ponse, claims that not enly was the Indian entity
functioning but it also clocked revenues of about
$3,00,000 between financial years 202224,

This is an unprecedented case with wide ram-
ifications where the Indian financial regulator’s
top appointee is directly involved. The Adani
Group has been under SEB |rrma1;|nm for
charges related to stock market I

hout to her successors. 1F the last few years
are a trend, then what are the lessons for India
that can help insulate it from the sphll-over effects
of radical shifts in South Aska, and escape similas
consequences for itself?

India stayed on one side of the fence
Perhaps the first big lesson is that the government
cannot be caught nappling by events in its own
neighbourhood, India’s presence in Bangladesh,
with four consulates in Chittagong, Rajshahi,
Khulna and Sylhet, apart from the High
Commission in Dhaka and a slew of agencies
working on various projects there, should have
ensured that the groundswell nl':lw.-r ag:llnsl the
Hasire g was well doc
ml:m:d o Delld — not just in the past few mur\l.h&
bt over the past few years, Despite obwlous signs
that the Awami League government was
trnsforming into an authoritarian,
single-party-rule regime that jailed, raided or sent
most of s political opposition nto exile, and that
varioas sections of chil society fel alienated and
harassed, New Dethi did litte to acknowledge the
situation or reach out to the government with its
coneems in any perceptible

I achelitbon, the Ealire of India's diplomats o
keep a close contact with the opposition, refusing
permission to Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
leadders to visit, and on one occasion even
deporting a British Liwyer for the BNP at the
request of the Hasina government, underlined
South Block's decision to be only on one side of
the political fence. Many a time, such one-sided

for the past 18 months, SEBI has said that 23 out
of the 24 charges under investigation have been
completed. Whether or not Ms. Buch influenced
investigations or declsions involving the Adani
Group, the real ssue s that there can be no room
for any lingering doubts about her conduet. It
would be in the fitness of things for Ms. Buch to
resign from her position to ensure a thorough in-
vestigation into the allegations against the Adani
Group. After all, the Integrity of India's securities
regulitory body itself is at stake.

Sinele digits
India needs to broaden its sport base for
Olympics

n;ilaqmmulsb: medals from the just-con:

cluded Paris Olympics can be termed under-

whelming at best. The nation secured one
sibver and five bronze medals, down from seven
at Tokyo 2020 that included a gold and two sil-
wiers. Al a time whien the country is looking to di-
versify its sporting excellence, has found exube
rant support from the government and big
corporates, and was aiming for a double-digit
medal yield, the Olympic fortnight belied expec-
tations, There were indeed new heroes - shoo-
ters Manu Bhaker, Sarabjot Singh and Swapnil
Kusale, and wrestler Aman Sehrawat are now
household names. The men's hockey team finish-
ing on the podium for a second straight time and
Neeraj Chopra adding a silver to his historic jave-
lin godd fram Tokyo are wop-notch eforts. But the
dependence on a select few to repeatedly deliver,
the near-zero presence In disciplines such as
swimming and gymnastics, and wrestler Vinesh
Phogat being disqualified for being above the
welght threshold cast a dark shadow. The need of
the hour is thus to broaden the base, increase
participation and distribute funding more equita-
bly to usher in a grass-roots revolution, The onus
is 4ls0 on the Union Sports Minkstry to bring er-
rant federations - often dens of nepotism and
corruption — in line with the National Sports
Code, fix  accountability and  decentralise
Bovernance,

As much as the Olympics is about winning and
the shaping of natlonal identtles, it is also the
greatest stage on earth to showease the triumph
of human will. This was best exemplified by the
Netherlands® Sifan Hassan, the first since Emil Za-
topek in 1952 10 collect medals in 5,000m,
10,000m and marathon, Kenya's Faith Kipyegon,
the first woman to win three consecutive 1,500m
titles, Cuba’s Mijain Lopez, who won a fifth indivi-
el gold on the trot in 130kg Greco-Roman wres:
tling, Novak Djokovic, who at 37 and with a surg:
cally repaired knee, won the elusive singles gold
in tennis, and Algerian boxer Imane Khelif, who
braved incendiary attacks on her gender 1o rise to
the top. Sweden’s Armand Duplantis broke the
men’s pole vault record for an astonishing ninth
time (6.25m) while swimmer Katie Ledecky, gym
nast Simone Biles and hurdler Sydney
lin-Levrone achieved transcendence by slrek‘h
g their numbers to nine, seven and four
Olymipic golds, respectively. France did well as a
host, winning 16 golds, its best figures in a centu:
v, The star was 22year-old swimmer Leon Mar-
chand, who bagged four golds to position himsell
as the best of this generatbon. Athletics, in the
post-Usain Bolt era, was on the lookout for ene
such champlon, but as Paris proved, that is a
tough act to Follow.
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o i demanded by history. While the
BNPs term in office under Khaleda Zia was a
period of where India-Bangladesh tensions were
grave, especially over the issue of werrorism and
border killings, India cannot choose to ignore the
main opposition party in the neighbourhood (the
BNP) for a sustained period of time,

India’s decision to strengthen ties with the
Taliban, despite its leaders” involvement in
deadly attacks on Indian missions in Afghanistan,

Suhasini Haidar

Inclia must
learn lessons
the
changes in
maost of its
nelghbourhood

or the warm welcome to beaders of Sri Lanka's
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), a party that
has often espoused an antl-Indian stance, and
having to deal with Communist Party of Nepal led
Ty K. Sherma Oli, despite his constitutional
move on maps that India had ralsed strong
ubjen:wm 1o, point 1o one thing, It incicates that,

dicties with
all mlu:hnl.de:s in neighbouring countries.

In the Maldives, India’s full support to
then-President Thrahim Mohamed {Ibu) Solih and
thee casting of Mohamed Muizea as an amtbIndia
leadker eame a cropper when electoral tides
turned. Even though India had 1o swallow a bitter
pill and withdraw its troops from the islands,
Inddia’s External Affairs Minister 8. Jaishankar
sought close engagement with the Mulzzu
government during his visit this week. Such hard
lessons can be avoided if New Delhi abjures its
“muscular” outlook, and broadbases its
teighbourhood engagements, Rather than the
stability of the one-party rule, New Delhi must
Favour a plurality of political views - within and
outside its borders,

Loss of reputation, communal lens
Comversely, another lesson, well beamnt in the case
of Bangladesh and Shetkh Hasina, is that India
must never forget its friends. After the fall of
Kabul, New Delhi lost its reputation as a
dependable partner when it refused visas o
hundreds of Afghans fleeing the Taliban - many
were senior defence and security officials in the
previous Afghan establishment who had
personally risked their lives to secure Indian
diplomats, India's decksion to slam the door on
thesm has belt a lingering bitter taste, Apart lmm

(Amendment) Act, to fast-track citizenship only
for non-Muslims from Muslim-majority countries
(Afighanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh) his backfired
badly across the nelghbourhood — mot just in the
countries it mentions, but others who see itias
India’s overreach. The Modi government’s
concern for minoritics in Bangladesh in the wake
of Ms, Hasina's removal s well placed, but miust
be expressed more discreetly, and not through
Blunt instruments such as India’s Ministry of
Home Affairs five-man committes. India’s
concerns may be taken more seriously if the
government also shows, by its actlons not words,
that it s committed 1o securing minorities within
its barders as well.

Erosion of pan-South Asian mechanisms
Lesson number four i that India must regain its
place as the pre-eminent power in the
subcontinent — not one that can be buffeted by
one global power or another, While China's
Inroads in the region are necessary to counter,
the region must not become a playground for
United $tates-China rivalries, where neither
shows a sensitivity 1o India’s interests. China's
maves o manginalise india in wade, connectivity,
Investment and strategic thes in South Asia is well
recorded, In Bangladesh, the LLS, campaign
against Sheikh Hasina crushed India’s concerns
underfoot, Washington's increasingly harsh
statements on the Hasina government, its
decision 1o impose a special “visa pelicy” to
secure democracy in Bangladesh was hypocritical
when judged against its lack of comment on
Pakistan's elections,

Inchia must instead revive pan-South Asian
mechanksms such as the South Aslan Association

the principle, it is necessary to take the prag
wiew,

In South Asia, leaders often lose power, only 10
return after some time, New Delhi has done well
by allowing Sheikh Hasina o stay in India until
she finds another safe destination, as 1o have
turmed its back on her would have been a
betrayal. The future too must be calibrated
carefully. Ms. Haslra's contimued stay will
complicate thes with the new government,
especially if they ask for her extradition on
charges, or the Awami League is perceived o be
using India to regroup iself.

The third besson the government mast leamn,
sooner rather than later, is that it Is a mistake 10
reduce tes in the neighbourhood to communal
binaries. South Asia is a region of religious
majatities, with Hindus, Muslims and Buddhises
forming overwhelming parts of the population in
different countries. The assumption that good thes
are somehow linked to religion in any way, is
Faulty, Hindu-majority Nepal has been one of
Iru!la'! most r.lllruull relationships, while

for Ci (SAARC), and find ways
to lmmn ith the neighbourhood without
external interference. Bilateral isswes with
Pakistan have bed 10 a boycott of SAMRE for a
decade now. New Delli must also consider
whether it would abandon the other mechanism,
the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation, or
BIMSTEC, IF tes with Rangladesh worsen, i the
manner it has abandoned SAARC, and where that
would leave it

Fimally, not just New Dethi but all south Asian
capitals must focus on certain common lessons
fram the last few years of turmoll and election
results, joblessness and unequal growth are
fuelling anger on the streets and must be
addressed. However, no amount of economic
progress can cover up for democratic backsliding.
In modermn democracies, the stifling of dissent is
unsustainable in the long run, The old dictum
that if you want to ‘ralse crop for one year, plant
corn...If you want 1o plant a crop for eternities,
raise d:mmmhs Imldsmlu for Inchia and its tes

yjority Bhutan and Musli in the
Malclives have often been its bes! allies, 111e
s the Ci hipy

suulvestnl @ ihehirade.coin

Hints of the corporatisation of science research in India

uring the inaugural address of the 107th

Schence Corgress in Bengaluru in January

2020, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
reflected on the government’s take on how
science should be conducted in India. It was
conveyed 1o young researchers in his usual
aphoristic manner of speaking: “innovate, patent,
produce, prosper”, By expressing it in a maxim,
the Prrime Minister was hinting at the birthing of a
new policy on knowledge production under his
leadership.

Owver several years, the current ruling regime
has been directing laboratories and other
research centres to eam their revenue from
external sources by marketing their expertise and
investing the surplis to develop technologies for
national misslons, This policy position can be
traced to the 'Dehradun Declaration” prepared by
the directors of the Council of Scientiic and
Inlustrial Research Libs in 2015, where it was.
decided o market patents as a means to
selffinance reseirch, In other words, this wasa
call for the cory ion of sclence -a
process ul‘mmnlm; any state-owned entity into
i market eommesdity and being able to follow the
business model 1o support itsell, rather than
relying on public support. Sclence institutes are
now encouraged to develop research centres
registered as Section 8 companies, wherein
private companies or sharcholders can imvess
maoney.

The ANRF and research
“This line of thinking can be seen in the
formulation of the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation (ANRF), Established under
the ANRF Act of 2023, this new mechanism is
designed to fund research in the country and to
improve linkages between research and
development, academia and industry. The
Finance Minister echoed the same in ber July 23,
2024 Budget speech: “We will operationalise the
MIIEF for basic research and pmmype
" The

“isa
@Lﬁrml pan h[lllr irm:mnllun cycle to assess
thie marketability of a product - yet another hint
of the government's overriding interest in funding
the research that will cater to the market,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Justifiable anger
Medical student and lay

gender parity, such

incidents will ruin India’s

C.P. Rajendran

an Adjunct Professor
at the National
Instit ! Advanced

Another giveaway is the way funding proportion
s designed, The ANRF will receive 850,000 crone
over five years, 72% of which Is expected 1o be
From the privare sector. Judging from the way the
resources are currently scheduled for the ANRF,
it is clear that the government intends to reduce
s robe In funding the research and expects
private entreprenetrship to pitch in a big way.
E\rl.'ﬂ in the United Sum.'s. where manh and

Studies, Bengaluru

Iin establishing
the Anusandhan
National
Research
Foundation and
the way its
funcling
proportion is
designed, there
are clear signals
of the
government'’s
plan

| such incidents. The absence
of CCTV coverage in

government funding over the last :.qudt-, itis
clustered maostly In IT and pharmaceuticals. The
i-.mwledw thus generated through research is

c da o b The
entrenchment of market-oriented perspectives
cisimes fronm two sotirces, a8 discussed by Prabir
Purk i kn his book, Knendedge as Commons.
What makes science different from the
Renaissance period and after that {5 that schence
and technology are now more closely integrated
than ever, and scientific advances can now end
upr as marketable products more rapldly. This
transformation has also led to intellectual
property rights allowing universities to sell the
patents to privite corparations, even if the
research is publicly funded. The adoption of
nevliberal economic policies across the globe has
also accelerated the greater involvement of the
private sector in funding science,

Signals despite the stated objective

The understated objective of the ANRF is to fund
research in naural aie:u:es. but in reality, there
are hints that the g is
planning to place the mﬂvmsl:y research system
stibservient to what Elen Meiksins Wood calls
“the: dictates of the capitalist market”, The
curbosity-driven research n natural sclences
involves understanding and predicting natural
phenomena based on empirical evidence and
experimentation. The private sector cannot be
expected to finance curlosity-driven science
because it will not invest money unless the
research finds some immediate application that
maximises its profits, Interestingly, the same
stringency in government funding is not shown
while supporting the branches of the *Indian
Enowledge Systems’, which are not part of

are existent in most
pevemnment coll

Tungabhadra crest gate
It is @ matter of grave

evidence-based science. Science is driven by the
ol to understand the world through scientific
tools, This can be encouraged only by increasing
the share of public funding. The research
proposals in basic science need to be assessed
based on the proposers” ability 1o acquine
knowledge abeoit a problem defined by
conducting observations, experimentation and
analyses, The application part of the result may
ot be apparent at all. A generally accepted
working definition of basic scientific research
reads: “the pursuit of knowledge to understand a
natural process i ive of the potential
applications that might arise from such
mowledge™,

Country comparison

Although India is ranked among the top 10/ by
gross domestic product (GDP), the ratio of public
funding for science research in India has been
0.6% 1o 0.7% of GDP for the kst decade. A
country such as South Korea, only a third the size
of India and its population, spends aboat 2% to
3% of its GDP. While the private sector is
encouraged to fumd, the government must
Increase its basic science and non-profit research
allocation. If that does not happen, the country
will eventually witness the decline of
curiosity-driven sclence in our universities, which
could also undermine public trust in sclence
when it gets dominantly mediated by private
interests. Equally important Is to nurture an
amblence of free endguiry and maintain the
financial and administrative autonomy of the
institutes. This should have been amiplified in the
ANRF Act itself. As Niraja Gopal Jayal writes in the
India Forum, although the heavy hand of the
educational bureaucracy has always been
hovering over public unbversities, constraining
thelr autonomy, In recent thines “the state
intervention has become more manifestly
political ina partisan way, and openly ideological
within an ¢cosystem that attaches no value to
academic freeciom”, It all boils down 1o a grand
wision, but it does not evolve in a repressive
SOy,

Thee views exprrsied ane personal

dam that ought to be
mandtored regularly for the

public anger over the reputation and standing, sensitive areas, tout hospitals throughaut the concern that there is safety of the dam. There are

Bengal hospital rape and People from overseas. menace, and no screening entire country, Care-givers damage to the crest gate of competent authorities whao

murder case is not looking at India as a of outsiders entering at deserve better. a prestigious large dam should monitor this.

surprising (August 13}, In possible option for medical | night ane some of the DOr, Thomas Palocaren, (August 12), Crest gates are | Jiji Panicker K.,

these days of equality and tourism will be alarmied by glaring security issues that Vellore, Tamil Nadu Impaortant components of a | Anjilimoodu, Chengannur, Kerals
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Step up R&D spending

espite being endowed with immense talent
and human resources, India lags behind devel-
oped countries in pioneering innovations of
global impact. Poor spending on research and
development ER&ES has been the bane of Indian sci-
ence, The highly bureaucratised and patronage-driven
science administration is another limiting factor. As of
2021, India spent just 0.7% of its GDI® on R&D, signifi-
cantly below the global average of 1.8%. Developed
countries such as the United States, Sweden and
Switzerland spend about 2.9%, 3.2% and 3.4%, respec-
tively. Israel spends 4.5% of its GDP on R&D, the highest
in the world. This underinvestment means fewer grants,
outdated equipment and limited resources for re-
searchers. The recent announcement of the Rashtriya
Vigyan Puraskar (RVI'), replacing Shanti Swarup Bhat-
nagar (SSB) awards, marks the implementation of a new
framework for honouring scientists across various disei-
plines. However, the change also raises questions about
the effectiveness of such recognition in addressing the
fundamental challenges facecﬁly the country's research
community, Despite the government's efforts to boost
seientific recognition, India’s R&D landscape continues
to face several hurdles, The most significant of them re-
mains poor budgetary allocations and research infra-
structure, As India aspires for a place on the global high
table on scientific innovation, it
becomes imperative for the gov-
ernment to acknowledge the ele-
phant in the room and urgently
address the issues that hinder the
progress of the research ecosys-
tem. The country needs to in-
crease the RED spending to 3%
of the GDP to achieve the de-
sired resules in the long run.

The private sector too must pitch in and step up
spending on innovation and R&D, On other key param-
eters like the number of PhDs produced annually or ¢i-
tations to papers in scientific literature, the country's
performance has been far from inspiring, With a large
youth population and a strong diaspora that is more af-
fluent and accomplished, India has great potential to pi-
oneer high-tech innovation. The overhaul of the science
education and research system, elimination of bureau-
cracy, structural changes for better administration and
creating a large number of centres of excellence around
outstanding individuals would Eﬂ along way in har-
nessing the true potential. The Economic Survey 2023-
24 too has underlined the need for better integration of
higher education, industry and faster commercialisa-
tion of technologies. Despite advancements, challenges
in investment and research application persist. India
continues to face a significant brain drain, with many
top researchers and scientists leaving for better oppor-
tunities abroad. This exodus deprives India of its
brightest minds, hindering the growth of a robust do-
mestic research ecosystem, The lack of competitive
salaries, limited research funding and inadequate infra-
structure at home contribute to this scenario. Bureau-
eratic bottlenceks virtually strangulate innovation.
Complex procurement procedures, delayed fund re-
leases amr excessive paperwork create significant hur-
dles. Another area of concern is the total disconnect be-
tween academic curricula and the needs of the industry,
resulting in a shortage of skilled researchers,
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There are limes when
being the Finance
Minister, it doesn't give
me mofivation when |
have o answer about
why our laxes are fike
Ihis? Wish | can bring it

down to ,,

amostni

“ Hights are equal Dralt Broadcasting Bil
for everyone. was a brazen atlempt to
Weare all one people curtall freedom of speech
wilh one right. Do not by Modigovt. Policy
make any distinclions should not designed
among us, Exercise considening electoral
patience, and later reversals. ks withdrawal
Judge. Il we fall, then does not mean we
crilicise ug should be complacent
MUHAMMAD YUNUS GAURAV GOGOI
Hangiadesh's Chist Adviser Congress MP
[ ]
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While conducting a
public exam in India
is an impossible
task owing to its
scale, cheating adds
to the challenge

ny mation will not cotlapse
due bo atomic bombs or the
use of long-range missiles. It

collapses when you lower the

quality of education and allow cheating
in the examinations by the stadents,”
sabd 8 wise man, The consequences of
cheating in an cxam are deep. The pa-
tient dies in the hands of such doctors.

bubldings collapse in the hands of
such engineers, The money is lost in
the hands of such accountants. Human-
ity dies in the hands of such religious
scholars. And justice is lost in the
Tands of such judges..

Recenthy, there has been a lot of pubs
lie outery about the sanctity of NEET
exam and anyone and everyons is ac-
cusing the National Testing Agency of
incompetence. | want to show you a
different picture because we have con-
dueted large recruitment eximinitions.

Public Exam

Conducting a public exam in India is an
impissible tmﬁi A few years age, a pen-
and-paper exam wags conducted for the
recruitment of 300 employees in Tamil
MNadu. Over 2 lakh candidates applied
and 165 lakh were shorthisted. Physical
exams were conducted in 5 cities, 177
exam centres, 4933 rooms with 5,000
Invigilators, The exam was conducted
in one session simultaneously, across
all the locations. The paper was not
Jeaked and there were zero reports of
mass cheating. But when results came
out, itwis found that a few candidates
cheated using high-tech efectronics
micro equipment imported from China
‘This equipment was not detectable
with the surveillance set up at the exam
centre, A coaching centre, ina fir away
charged fiefty amounts for organ-
i the cheating but to anly a few
who paid. The public outcry on discov-
erkig that o few candidates from a ve-
mote State had passed forced the exam
10 be serapped but most of those gen-

winely selected were penalised and lost
the job epportunity, This illustrates the
twin problems of e xam viz, scale and,
more importantly, the strong propen-
sity of everyane o cheat in India,

, Beta Error
There are two types of errors inan
exam assessment — Alpha and Beta.
The Alpha error is about the wrong
person petting through the nssessment
while the Beta error i about the right
person Miling the assessment, For ox-
amiple, cancelling an exam after an un-
substantiated claim of leak or even Hm-
ited fraud fixes the cheater bat

aalises the majority of genuine se-

ected candidates. Even the Supreme
Court tries to balance the two types of
errors and the recent NEET decision of
the Supreme Court to declare the re-
sults despite i few cases of fraud is the
eorrect one — not to penalise the large
maksrilitulgcnuim: exam takers bes
cause of o few fraudsters,

The complexity of conducting any
public exam in India is stupendous,
Let's start with a pen-and- paper exam.
First, the questions have to be set, an-
swer options are to be set, correct (and
uiigue} answer key must be identified.

answer sheets must be collected on
time, aecounted, sealed and sent to the

controd room of the exam centre, Then
these documents are again iransported
o a commuon location under sirict se-
curity, opened, scored, tabulated, veri-
fied and then the results are published.
In the online exam model, most of the
tasks are similar except for a few steps
Iil\:dr'jmhlg the exam paper and the

mode of conduct of examination,

Itis important 1o note that typically
there are theusands of prople involved
when you conduct 4 large exam and it
titkes between 90 0 180 diys from the
time the &xam is announced and the re-
sults fabulaced and declared. During
this 6-month period, anyone of the
100-phus prople involved can become
o rogue participant and get sold our o a
persistent orpaniser and the whole ex-
ercise is compromised,

Itis also important to note that gam-
ing is a big business becanse of the low

ds of winningz. There are experts
waorking with eoaching centres who
use lnest technology, spend time and
money figuring out the weakest link in
the system. It i3 a fact that pamers are
always one step ahead of the testing
ageney. 1t is impossible to build a foel-

pranshyted into mu ges,
printed, sealed. transported to every
part of the country, received and stored
in a secure place fill the exam date. On
the dute of the exam, the question
paper seal must be opened in each
exam centre, sent to cach room and
distributed o students in time.
Invigilators must be briefed. During
the exam, students must be watched
wvery closely, After the exam, paper and

Then the ﬁu““nnli:iﬁ:"s may be

State boards, CBSE and
ICSE are competing with
each other to pass almost
every student — in short,
our school system
assessment has failed

NI
Lnion Finance Mrster

problems of exam

proof system when the stakes are so
Thigh and the seale is so huge.

Schooling System

The root cause of the entrance test
seum bs our schooling system, I every-
ome passes class 10 and 12, what is the
sanetity of the exam? Our school as-
sessment system in class 10 and class 12
las completely failed and kicks up any-
one with minimwum capability, The
numbers are huge at the class 12 level
despite significant school dropouts in
class 8 and 10. Let us look at some sta-
fistics on pass percentage,

T the Bihar State Board, siudents
meeed (o score fuse 21 marks (30%) in
iheory and 12 (30%) marks in practical
to be declared as passed. On average,
approximately 80% of the total candi-
dates pass the Bihar Board 12th cxams
every year. In 2024, in Tamil Nadu, the
class 12 pass rate wis 94.56%, In Telan-
ana, it was a moderate 64.19% but in
U, it was 82% and in West Bengal, it
wits 0%, The ICSE results were even
more amazing. In 2024, the ICSE or
clnss 12 pass rate was 90.47% while
CBSE class 12 students had an 8% pass
rate. All State boards, CESE and ICSE
arc competing with each other to pass
almost every student up into the col-
Jegpe system. In short, our school sys-
fem assessment in class 10 and 12 has
fatbed, Anyone who puts in mintmal ef-
fort can pass. All these people end up
in the entrance exam market for the
college system with very little knowl-
edge or capability but with a ot of aspi-
rations. This has severe consequences.

Impossible Odds

Sorme b4 Lakh students take JEE main
fior 57,000 joint counselling seats for
T, WIT ete und 23 Jakh students take
NEET for | ik MBBS seats (4% win
rate in both cases), 7LO00 register for
CLAT exams for 4,600 National Law
School seats (6% win re), 2.9 lakh
taki CAT for 5500 TIM seats (1.9% win
rateh. When | toek TEE in 1974, there
were spproximately 1 lakh exam takers
for L300 scats {L5% win rate), Clearly,
the odds were against the youth for
many years but the seale of exams has
multiplied,

As; Parent

Ev:rl;ipgcnt wants the best but fears
that his child will somehow end up a
pauper without any meaningful career,
While the children are in 2024, parents
still Live in the last century and believe
that career options are lmited to com-
puter science and medicine This nar-
row focus of parents has made life very
difficult for their children. Parents
want their child to nchieve what they
could not. S0 even though the child
barely passed class 12, the parents want
the child to sit for ME
equivalent ATEEE or NC!
happens every year, in every family,
with their teenage child,

{The author s serial entrepronenr
aud independent journalist)

Letters to the

| Edtor |
Get tough

Speedy trial

The rape and murder of the resident dactor at Kolkata's RG
Kar Medical College & Hospital is a tragic reminder of the 2012
brutal Mirbhaya rape case. Details mentioned in the prelimi-
nary autopsy report will force us to hang our heads in shame,
Itis a positive sign that Mamata Banerjee has given a deadline

Cause for concern

Tha grugsomi rape and murder of a trainoe doctor
on the premises of a reputed government medical
college of West Bengal has sent shock waves
agross the nation. The incident has once again
raised several questions regarding the safety of

[ oot |
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Though manual seavenging has
been banned in India, this practice
I still commonplace with peaple
Torced into it because of rigid
caste niles. Not anly mamsal scav-
enging explolts the marginaHsed
section of socioty, but itis also a
health hazard for them, It is unfor-
tunate that in 10 years, 453 sanila-
tion workers have lost their lives
while eleaning sewers and septic
tanks, The manual scavenging Act
should be implemented in letter
and spirit. Also whenimposing a
blankel ban on manual scaveng-
ng, thie gonvernment should simul -
tanecusly ensure sdequate reha-
bilitation and employment
apportunities for those currently
engaged in such practices,
PVICTOR SELVARAJ, pataysmisal

toher police, but what is Batfling is the fact that the arested
PErson is a civic vol for state police, All such raps
must be put under speedy trial by the judiciary, And this case
also highlights one critical point that en-call resident doctors
don't even have a restroom in most hospitals. The medical
system treats them as the lowest-class eitizens. The lack of &
restroom was the reason she went to the seminar hall o take
aguick rest where thera were no CCTVs. They desarve better
Tacilities at 3l the hospitals across the country. Also, deciors
wiha are on strike, though their anger |s justified, they should
join back their duties as patients should not suffer,

BAL GOVIND, reus

Investors' rights

It timme o find out whathser a conflict of interest happened, |
It happened, who will protect investors’ rights? These must be
addressed by the government and a free and fair inquiry into
SER| activities must be done at the earliest. Such allegations
are not good for the Indian stock markets.

ASHYAM KUMAR, tnmmasards

women In Iheir respective workplaces, Even
though the Seawal Harassment of Women At
Workplace Act has been in existence since 2013,
there ks not much reliel. The data releasod by the
National Crime Records Bureau is staggering. Ac-
cording to it, the vietinn count for workploce sex.
ual harassmont against womaen was 422 in 2022,
This i= a cause for concern because it is welles:
tablished that wamen actually underreport erimes
dgainst them due to (ear of repercussions, inade:
quate awarenass and socistal biases. Atrocities
against wamen in the places of work result in the
violation of basic fundamental rights of women,
especially the right to equality under Artiches 14
andd 15, and her right o life and to live with dignity
under Articla 21 of the Constitution. Therefore, the
institutions must follow every norm and guideling
mandated by the government to secure a healthy
environment for women at work, Abreach
these norms must be dealt with an iren hand.
TUSHAR ANANIY, faire

Indian tycoon now BT's largest shareholder

Itis in telecoms where Sunil Bharti Mittal made his fartune as India's demand for
diata has boomed. Bhart! Alrtel counted 200 milllon Indian customers last year,
150 million in Alrica, pl &0 milfion | and Sri Lanka, Bharti
will become the largest shareholder in BT Group.

W The Wall Struet Josamal

Fsrmboywhopdckedupnspear

In & country with L4 billion people, there is nobody quite ke Nearaj Chopra. He is.
the farm boy who became a national hero by picking up a sport that no one else
took seriously. Heds the strapping Olymplan. And he is the man who secured a
breakthrough gold for India by launching a javelin the length of a foothall field,

W TiME

How Russia lured Indians to fight

Ravi Moun was excited to travel to Russia from his small village in Haryanain
early January. The 21-year-¢d dropped out of school after 10th grade and was
lnoking for wark when he was contacted by a local agent with the promkse of a
luerative job in transportation in Moscow, according to his brather Ajay.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT 15 A MISSION,

— Ramnath Goenka

WITHDRAWN BROADCAST
BILL OPENS DOORS FOR A
MORE LIBERAL VERSION

HE [nformution and broadeasting ministry has vightly
withdrawn the Broadeasting Servicos (Rogulation) Bill
e ing dssonamnen on it The minkstey has sakd on X that
It is workdng on o new draft and has invibesd stakoholdors
to give thelr opinions by October 15, Perhaps the govern-
mont iz awaro that with a reduced majority 1t would mot be
smooth salling for a contenthous bill that is seen not to be in
consonanoe with Artiele 1910a) of the Constituthon that on-
shrines the fund I right to lreedom of speech and opres-
ahon. Baged on thi feedbick recelved, the dofinlton of o ‘digital
news broadeaster’ wins seon bo be too broad. The bill brought In
1ta ambit all manners of contoet eroators Ineluding digltal i
Hlueneers, and posts on the Hkes of Linkedin, YouTube and X.
What 18 partleularly alarming is that with each round of
revision in mecis regulations, the noose his gotton tighter
T'hi broadeasting Industry has beon regalisted for long by the
orrndbus Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 106856,
It {5 outdated todoy g its processes plvol on last-mile cable
delivery, whilea slew of other digital platforms hive speung
up over the past two decades, The minkstry indtlally elreu-
lated n Broadeasting Regulatton BIL last November, which
brotght streaming services Into its seope. [t also sought to
Introduce a content evaluntion committeo comprislng gov-
ernment and non-industey members to work Llke a censor
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NDEPENDENCE days arw o
casions for introspection, Paki-
stan's confliet-and turbulence-
prone history meins that
August 149 stands oul anmoally
for reflections on the wrong
tiwrns and poor judmiment calls
of the prst. This novel-gosing can ecdend
ovir thi whole month.

However, b many witys, Atigiist miitches

Decemiber s the nathon’s month for intra-
fom, with the latter misrked as the sad:
it cor1 Prudhstan's politi cnl cnlenidoe for sud-
firing the greatost sothack thit cian befall a
nitthon—its break-up—in December 1671,
December also stands oot because it ani-
mustes the nationnl security challonge that
Pukistan confronts. It was on December 27,
27 thist Benazir Bhustto was assassinated.
On December 16, 2014, Paldistan whnessed
its most horrific terrovist attick on o schoal
in Peshawnr Those ghosts remaln lapmly
unbured, as [ evidenced by the dintly threat
pased by the Tehrilei-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) mnd the porsisting nmbiguity sur
rounding the interface between Pakistan's
stabe mgencies and torrocist cutfits
Mevertheless, August hos o special
uality in Pakistan, fust as it does in In-
kit il therefore involkes a special ldnd
of nnalysis,

Thist izt 34 yoars have heen excopitlon-
ally stressful for our neighbour: Mijor
nnbural
elbstrose nimid a rwhr imsniveney and dekit
default seenario, s national seeurity eri-
ks with mounting terrorist attacks and
prowing political protests in the insur
peicy-prone region of Baluchistan and
the tribal areas—all these have regulary
hit the headlines for the past few years,

This intornal turmodl s matched by o
njghtmm bl external environment with
i m :luler!m'ntlun in many prinei-

Al welth the Bl come  slow of other medla Lottt i
H0E—the Digltal Personal Data Protectlon Act, Press and Rog:
Istratlon of Perksdicals Act and IT Rules—adiding to the woos
of un over Lixbed Industry: The revised broadeast bl of 2024
i gona a step further by ineluding intermediarles’ sueh o
Internet service providers, soclal media platforms and search
onzliies b s regulatery sphero, The elght te froedorm of speech
and expression B not absolute; Article 1902 allows for ! muuun
bl restrictions' b probec sthier thi g, the s
of the natbon, and norms of decency and morality, On mun.'hm
Tinsed, 1 powes floow s thirodtled and all forms of eontent i vid-
e by gover nmaent Bodbes, the soul of’ the fundumental right to
free speoch will be extingulshed. One can only hope that the
revislon process of the new brosdeast bl will help broaden froe
speech and ot lmpose now restrletions on 1t

MAJHI GOVT NEEDS PLAN
TO TACKLE HOT POTATO

OR the Moban Majhl gover nment In Odishia, the humble

potato has proved too hot to handbe—guite lterally The

kdtchen essentlal has not climbed down from the 250-a-

g minrk it touched in the state’s retall markets a month

g, Olisha banks on West Bengal for potato supply. A
tar the neighbouring state banned movement of’ the tuber to
control bocal prices in mid-July, stocks dipped and prices rose
aeross tho bordor The inflatien has not just messed with the
food budgets of middleclass and poor households in the state,
bt has plso loft the BJP gover nment ina state of discomfort.
Tough tolks by the food supplies and conswmer welfare min
Lstier, wls s ber e s, sannel st ieulatlon of ambitious plins to
procure stocks from Uttar Pradesh and Punjab have not
workod, Majhl took up the matter with his counterpart
Muamata Banerjee during the NITI Aayog meet lale last
metithe) that b biad to dial Didl sgain on Suday sook g b
Intervention in the matter reveals how delicate the issue 1s,
Sustalned prloe rlses have o hlstoey of shaking up govert-
ments. At the moment, 1t's Just not potato, but other essone
ils liko vegetaldes are also boo costly to be lgnored,

It momns the Mafhl gover nment has o crisis on its frylng
inn, I doekslon to by 300 tonnes from UP through the Na-
tional Agricultural C vi Marketing Fod ey be
ikl e T30 b some wrban statlons, can only be a short-term
measure with Hmited mpect. Instead. the govornment can tap
Irnber thiie b stabMsat on fand to proeur stocks fom mapor
supplying sttes. [ would also reguive the government (o take
trachers on board for retall disteibution that would ealim the
priees, A moare vigilant enforeoment agalngt hoarding is noed-
wel, too, This crists s a baggage from the BJD reglme, but blam-
Lrige th reglonal paety will not holp, Odisha preduces about 3
lukh tonnes of potiteo agalnst 1 annual demand of 135 lakh
tonres, whereas West Bengal, Indla's second lispest producer
grows i whopplng LL6 mdllion tonnes, Te absorh such shocks
In the Future, Odisha must ramp up prodisction, vest howily
In oold storsges and incentivise the erop's producers, The cash
erapwill lure farmers If the stersge capaelty is improved and
decontrlised. For that, adeterm koed apgaeoach will be needsd,
Mere opties management will not make a lasting cut.

QUICK TAKE

SECURING FUTURE ELECTIONS
B EFORE he could interyiew Donald Trump on X this Mon-

day, Elon Musk's platform was swamped by a donlal-of-

sorvioe attack. The same day, the FBE confirmed it had
lnirehod an fnvest igation Into analleged hack of the Tramp
campalgn, Another report clalmed the US agency was also
Imvestigating spear-phishing attompsts targeting the Biden-
Herrs campalgn. With its mostly oftline machinery; the In-
dian voting system is safe from similar attacks to an extent,
But generative Al has made manipulation of voting intent
easlor; there is also the worry of chaos created by fake ro
silts. A goon as it's constituted, the new padinmentary com-
mittes on communbcations and IT should focus on securing
future eleetions in Indin.
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Indlin-Pakistin re-
lations are hardly new. But the long
shump sines 2006 and the further dip
sines H18 mean that the relationship is
in its longest ever downturn in its cur-
rent phase—even including those aesoci:
ated with this 1965 and 1971 wairs,

With Afghanistan, the trivmphkism that
arigginally necompanied the Taliban veetory
Irn Avsgruest 2021 b dblssipatod quickly into
the new roality of o breken relationship
with the Talitan regime tn Kabual aod o re
surgont TTP at homa. With Iran, it many
subitervunean differences Qared into an
opet condlict in January this your with
drote and missile sttacks in both diree
et tha divisbons hive bovn prapered over,
st the guif remains—reflecting the sub-
optimul natre of Iran-Pakistan rolations,

Relntions with the US, foo, have been

({ We represent the furure of a modeen
Pakistan, a furure that has no place in it
Fur Ignornce, Inluluunct' and wrrorlsm

On its 77th birthday, Pakistan is facing a polycrisis that can be
traced to Its civil-military dissonance, forelgn policy misadventures
and geopolitical approaches. Can it emerge from the morass?

THE OTHER CHILD
OF MIDNIGHT

STRIVES
O

TCARAGHAVAN

stagnating at o low plateau since of least
14, Other old and relinbie partners such
s Saucli Arabia s the Gull sheikhdoms

have rebalanced their position with re-
wpect 1o India-Pakistan lssues and moved
o it equidistant postiires, which Paki-
ston views o8 a negative divelopment. In
all this, China remains o stable ally and
invalunble external partner, Yet, for a
coneniry likn Paldstan, on the whole this is
n somewhiat gloomy meternal sitwitbon,
"This eombination of exterma aod inter
il megutivities is summarksed as Paki-
ston's polyerisis 118 notas iF any situation
the nution confronts today is novel. What
i nusiial nhout the present conjunctire
i how the differont crisis edements—palit-
ical, eoonomic, seetrity-rolutod and extor-
ril—are comerging at the same thime,

TO GROW

O A
D
Forren bl Comesisilone: 1o Pakiutas g

auithin al e Mool Mo Gy P Ciloul
S ity of da-Pkstan Relaions

M
If this sense of crisis preoccupies
many Pakistants, much of the deyfo-diy

dismission in the country gets fooused on
‘what hias been i central feature for virtu-
ally its entire lifespan—the civilamilitary
telntions, Whist currently illustintes and
andmates the civil-military dissonance is
that former Prime Minkster Imrsn Khn
I8 1 Jail—he completod o year bohind
‘urs earlior this August, That this has of-
tier been o fall term in offiee for slected
povernments underlines the point that
the Pakistan military has a propensity to
rmiadhle i the ?iﬂltk:llmrll‘hl there
by imparts to 1t s fundamental fragitite
This month's events in Bangladesh hao
eonverged with introspection about Pal-
stan’s crisis-prone underperformance
syndrome, In the past few years, there has

THE INDIGNITY OF QUESTIONING
FEMALE ATHLETES’ FEMININITY

T the Pt is O i, ondiss Iim-
ane Kheli' of Algoria snd Lin
Yirting of Taiwnn woere subject
to guestions nheit their sex
idbenitity. Specidntive necusations
ware made against these female
sithletes with fntersex tradts of
being mils antd transgender; What's gall
I b peaple in powerful positions have
ciften epreand such misinformation and dis-
ruipted this lives of many fomale athietes,

Protima Gaonkar, o young fernale ath-
listis weith intorsex traits, endad her 1ife in
Oetober 501 nfter being questioned to
prove her hiologienl sex identity throuch
o so-enlisd ‘s detormminstion test’,

This started tn the 94is For a long
thme, female athietes with genetic differ
enees were turgeted with ‘sex vrifiostion
touts’, Thiete ia lmited diti available on
male athietes’ chromosomal or hormonanl
profiles. However, i study conducted on
e ) el e it bt b 2004 revealad that
145 percent of male athietes hod low tos-
tovsterone levels, while 157 percent of fio-
midile athletes sxchibited high lestostorone
Tevels. It isestimited thit neardy 2 percent
of mule competitors had tesiostorone leve
wls within the typical formale range.

But it's femule athletes with intersex
traits whe are often misbranded as trns-
pender. For instanee, G Nagalakshmi, o
frmer nationaklvel competitor with in-
tersen; trmits, wins selectad for o post in the
Tarnil Nsdu police, However, the state po-
liew disputed her sex identtty, which was
lgnarantly misreprosented as transsesinl
Ty the msdian, medical prictitbonors and the
fudiciary: There are over 20 south Indisn
fomale sthletes with interses traits wheo
Tost trwede of tharir lves nnd ensvsars bocnse
af misinformation and gnorance.

It's pertinient: o understand thist ses and
getitler fdentithes nre soparats, and connest
b used intorchangeably, Sex identity is
related ton person’s tological sex, where-
s gender identity |s related to the soeial
anid peychalogical constriict of a person.
Baing intersex is a sex characteristic, and
nof to do with gender. Intersex peaple are
beirti with seseunl anatomy thit does not fit
the typical definitions of femake or male
Thire are over 4 intersex virintions.

The goverrunents of Indiaand many othe
ar nations still Lack dota on intersex popuba-
tiona. In Indin, they are not counted sepa-
rately in the consus. One major muson s
most governments do not sven recogmi

(R
GOPI SHANKAR
MADURAI

g Shinker M oz Unfon of Jrei, 8 three-
fuaripe berch lod by the Chief Rastice souight
respanses from eight Union ministries on
miking provisions for recording births and
deathy of intersex poople, and including
thom in the consus. After a g dolay,
U s s been listed for Septembor 2,
Thire are mioee than 30 elite athlotes,
including Michael Phelps, Usain Bolt and
Rafnel Nedal, who hove genetio differ
ences, While thetr natural physical ad-

e

Many top male athbetes incuding
Usaln Bolt and Ratael Nadal
display atypical sex characteristics.
Butit's anly female athietes with
Intersex traits llke Imane Khellf
who are penalised, Many ke Santhi
Soundarajan were driven to despair
by such malitious misinformation

vantages are celebrated, fomale athietes
with eitmilie differonses aee punished,

Tn 2006, Santhi Soundarijan, 8 remardes:
bile athilete, was compelkd to undergo o sex
varilieation test after winning a silver med:
il fioi* Ikl b thie Asian Games 1o Doha. It
Diedd he' teo chesspnir and attemg suicide, She
later said, “Don'telo this o female sthietes, .
My lifie bs coimpletly shattered becaiise of
wrniyg judgements of Indinn and interna
tiomnl s bodies. Your decision doeosn't
Just affoct us o the track but also deralls
everything in the world outside of it

In 2014, Indian sprintor Dutee Chamd
was barred from competing in the Com.
I Giamizs on it on her

Irvtersen ms 5 s parato sex identity On a e
cent potition in the Supruma. Conrdt,

s idemtity The Indinn government spon-
sord her case to chalkenge the hyperan.

Bedwtitn, v bostion Commsities Mackins High
i, ind i Ioaieghr, s Aua, Taban

diroenism regulations at the Court of
Arhitration for Spart (CAS), In n historie
vurtliet, CAS suspended the Inter national
Association of Athletics Fedorations’ hy-
perandrogeb=m gendor test eules fostwo
s and termed it “unselontific”, Doe to
this, the 2016 Rio Olympics was conccted
without sex verification tests,

Ewen the UUN Human Rights Council
adopted a reselution to protect the rights
of irtersex o whett 24 cotintrim vod-
el fi fivoir and 23 nbstained; nobe voted
agninst the resclution. The UNHRC said
n o faet sheet that 1.7 percent of the
wiotld's popiilathon s intersex,

Tha need of the hour is to put on a de-
enlonising lens nnd erase the prejudicial
d o the dverso s dind gen-
der identities, and adopt from Indic values
that fostered wn inclusive anvironmendt for

people of diverss charactoristies.
& Female athietes wilh Intersex traits an
ostracised in society Grave human rights
windition, no-nooeptanee and non-recogmi-
‘thom often cempel such athletes toend their
Lives; many other voioes remain unheard,

Erttore varistions eun be picked wp st

Denadr
hutte

beon much angst about Pakistan's trajoc
tory, sknee comparisons with Bangladesh
showsed how glaring the contrasts had bo-
eorive, This fustaposition i in many wiss
nitural, given that the two were part of
the same country till half & century ago.

Iin 1671, East Pakistan's popuilation was
Tnrger thon the western wing's. This demoe-
graphie diffovence lay at the root of the po-
Titheal podiriation that ultinutely brokn s

1y Bungladesh his since suecess
fully curbed its population growth, while
Pakistusy has not—it still has ane of the high-
st populistion growth rates in the wordd, On
arangeof other eoonomic and social indlea-
tors ineluding per eupity ineoms, Bungla-
desh has outperformed Pakistan—for in-
stance, its garments exports alone arm
grewter than Pakistan’s total exports,

8o what explains Pakistan's predica-
ments? Some argue that at their oot are
guestions of identity and how n state
Tounded on the basts of relighows denomi-
nintion is insufficiontly equipped to man-
age i range of challonges and diversities
that Palistan has been presented with
efore wnd after 1071,

I oither pue vis, Pukistin's prosent
ard fuatrire pimets are compromi
iy its gropoliticnl aombitions and insecuri-
ties, Tts rovisionist postures on Kashmir
prodisposes Pakistan to a conflict-prone
and suboptimal relistionship with India o
its enst. Given the difference in slse and
ol agymmotries, this moms o kes eon-
demns Paldstan to living in a state of inse-
curity visavis Indin. The parsuitof equal-
Iy Mawed policies of strategic depth
vis-avis Afghanistan creates perminmit
insecurities and conflict on its western
basedors, In brief, Pakistan's struetural

win be trisced hack to its forelgn
policy nnd geopalitical approaches.

Yot utlwr:m the renl trigger 0 the
overbearing political role of its military
which has been a characteristic fmture of
Pakistan since the 19608, French writer
Valtaire's expression about {Bth-century
Gormany—"where some states have an
army, the Prossion Army his o state™—
etk also haive been wiritten for moderti-
day Pakistun. 'mr-T’nkinllnn Arimy ha im-

i polic i '
o it excesshvely sectiritsed spproasch-
e tothe problems confronting the country
In the process, sach of these problems has
been further accertuated and amplified,
O evory independence day, mony in Pa-
kistan hanoe posed the question whisther thi
rabirof the military will et curbod insome
manner i the fitue, enobling & more bal-
mneed eivilmilitary equition toemenge, So
far, these hopos hove boen batied,
(Viwioos aare persomal)

WRITETO: lettersBnewindianerpress. com

Influencing wallness

Wef: Spoits mst nat provide space to

marke! maladies {Aug 1. Cinema heraes,
wricketars and other sports cedebii s ame
Rreat inflisencecs in sockty. 15 naturad thal
matheters are gager (o explolt their fame, The
author aptly exhorted celebeltios to act ns
eatalysts for the welinids of the cauntry,

R Sridharan, Chennal

Sports suparpowear

Ref: Oty fet-down: Must wit move
iy befare hosting games (Aug 13). | fubly
endrse the editarial's views. & countey with a
pupudation e aurs sheuld hawe been able 1o
produce quite o few Otymalans over the years.
The sorry siate of our medal count should be
an eye-opener for taking up the challange
head-on, 5o that the dream of becoming a
S011s supernower wowdd ot remain a emete
one for Indla,

Thomias K Jerome, Chirakkadavy

The editarfal rightly peinted out what went
wiang in our bad to win mar medals. The
tapfiers alane ged oee attention whila the
junins are neglected, Al sports should be
patronised frem grassroots levels. nof just
etichat, Only then can we dinam of holsting
the Dlymps fing in 2016,

NEET confidance

Rel: fustice on NEET bukags cheers & policy
iroast {Kug 13}, The NEET tsue wat keanly
observed ant Fallowed by mam students,
paresits and politicans. Much to peaple's
tetied, the Supreme Court systermatically dealt

ary Hmi, They are not al ous froim
hirth. There ks noone intersex experience.
Soma furnalos with intorses: traits can e
produce. 1t s the ptie Fctor and deter-
minstion of femabe athletes with intersa
truits that play & vital robe in establishing
thnir‘wx lidentity NllﬂFlnlﬂ unck lnhlfnn-

t ports
sbenoe hohind it Fomule athlates with in-
terne brandts cannot be put into a third clas-
sification insports, as it would increase the
chances of lesving athlotes with disorders
aof sexiial divelopment.

“This doebate seems never-coding. The best
wary forwisrd (8 to rermove the plysd
differonces botweeti the sexes. Athlotes
with intersex trajts born and radsed as fie-
male cannot be compolled to compete in &
sepatute eategnry, The government and
sparts bodies must sensitise the mises snd
tullor their regulations o prodect them.

(Wit it from Vijay Mishrm,
hieariceis ights lawoyer specinlising in
tnternaticnnl SOGIESC lnws)
(Vieraw e personall

THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS
Chairman af : Mana] Kumar la Editor Bh.
on hehalf of Express Publications {Madurai) Private L \ 4,
der the PRE Act, e Frivata Ltd, Al g

with the rendering |
Justice’ to the stakeholders. The testing
ageny has to be exira caseful to maitain the
confidence of students.

Hoepital skeletons

Rel: (icd bups time on doc rape- mordes probe
[Aug 13 1 I purtaling why Wes2 Bangal CM
Wamata Baseree, who had consented to o
81 prabe, 15 gaing show on it new. She may
be afrasd some ather incldants would come tn
light a5 0 B Kar Medical College whs notorkses
for ragging and other stwdest-related
misdemeannurs,

Hasina consolation

Rel: Masima's stay b ladia wan'f frod ties,
s Belesh govt (Dug 13), The Bangladesh
Tornlgn seccetary's affirmation on this isue
15 & cansolation ot both couniries. It s surely
goud news for former Bangladesh PM Sheikh
Hasiina as well.
Dharmarmjan A K, Thalassery

Road, Ambattur Industial Estate, Chennal - 800 058, Chanmal: ol. 94, Mo, 194, RNI Reg, Mo, TNENG/ K02/51.
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WEDNESDAY 14 AUGUST 2024 | DELHI

HE curtains have drawn 1o

a close, ‘The show of Olym-
pics 2024 b over. The flag beaners
of the participant countries had
displayed their skills, talent and
valour. There were moments of
oy, despair amd ecstasy. 'Khel
Khatam Hua!

Far those who could not shine
s expected it i better huck next
time, Some counlries were on
top some lke Indin were in the
bettom hall. Compared o 2020-
2021 Tokyo Ofympics where India
had won seven medals nclud-
ing gold, this gime it was a set-
back. It atso witnessed a sad story
of disqualification of Vinesh Pho-
gl just because she was over-
weight by 100 gms.

It is time for the athletes, the
Sports. Authority of India and

the Indian Clymplc Assoclation
to rise above all other consid-
crations and indulge in serious
Imrospection aboot the overall
performance ancl make a genuine
assessment where India slipped,
what were the real reasons and
comeup with an action plan about
what needs to be done s that
India could be in the top hall in
the aext Obympics. The first and
furemost thing is keep politicians
and political parties out o this in-
trospection, They anly know how
bo make nodse and wse it for nas-
row political purpose ULl they get
some other Issue.

What & required is that ome
peedds w0 moke a clear evaluation
of the circumstances under which
the athletes competed, the kinsd of
preparation. they had, the qual-

ity of training that was given to
them  keeping  the  standards
adopted in other top countriés
in mind, assess the performance
of athletes and trainers and come
up with a real ground report on
the shoricomings s that India
can reflect sporting superiority on
the global stage.

Both the sportspersodis, the
academics, the trainers, the In-
dian Olympie Assoclation, the
Sports Autharity of India, Nation-
al sports federstions should keep
one thing in mind, India wanis
1o bid for 2036 Olympics. Hence
it should go into fast track and
mission mode amd gear up for a
superb performance and prove iss
superiority, No excuses will help

and it would affect the prestige of

the country if we do ot succeed

Find out powerful possibilities of Sports BHARATA M

in bagging several gold, silver and
bronze medals,

There would be no point in
the political partics blaming cach
other if we are still in the bottom
healfl position in 2028 or 2036. The
pelitical parties anel their beaclers
whether it be the leader of opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha or the leaders of
bloc INDHA o the BIP should take
mecessary decisions to see thal the
leams start gearing up for the
2036 Olympics and see thay the
Tiranga flies higher and higher.
Mo amount of sloganeering will
help, Only focused and dedicated
efforts to train our sportspersons
whi ceptainly are second to nome
should be made, There shoald be
no plice for caste or other con-
siderations, There should be no
diearth of funds to train them and

equip them with necessary skills
as per standards provailing in Ja-
pan, China or other 10p countrics,

The Sponts Authority of India
claimed that they had spent about
R 470 ¢ rore on this Olymiplcs. The
guestion is what wag the percent-
age of this money spent on train-
g, How ehgorous was it? How sci-
entific was B11? Where do we stand
in terme of facilities compared 1o
Tapan or China. What helped our
athletes to perform much better in
2020 Tokyo Olympics and why we
aligped this time?

The Tiranga in the hands of Har
Khiladi would fly high only if a
comcerted effort to bring o turms-
round in the ficdd of sports is made
from now itsell, India should rock
in 2028 Los Angeles and should be
on tog by 2036,

NASA JUST SHUT DOWN A PLANETARY
- DEFENCE MISSION, NOW WHAT?

MNASA has an extraordinary history of
squeezing extra life out of missions that

a\U HCHED in 2001,
As  NEOWISE
mission  operatesd in

Earths orbit until lae last
week, It detected more than
3,000 near-Earth objects or
NEOs - asterodds or comets
whaose orbits can bring them
dose 1o Earth, even with
the possibility of 2 collision.
NEOWISE was shut down
on Augusi 8,

Surveving the popula-
tion of NECs is central to

the emerging concept of

planetary defence. That ks,
undersianding and mitigat-
ing the risk of collision from
asteroids large enough 1o do
significant damage to Earth,
NECWISE has made fun-
damental contributions 1o
establishing the knowledpe
base for planctary defence,
with more than 200 of the
3,000 objects it studied not
known 1o uk previously,
Now at mission end, and
commanded by NASA fo
shut itsell down, NEOW.-
1SE will re-enter Earths at-
maosplsere before the end of
thix year, Where does that
leave us with defending our
planet?

From  astrophysics 1o
planctary defence NEOW-

Gusiax Smansa
New Diecan

ARGE-scale  Interma-

tonal assessment data
suggests a negative link be-
tween excessive use of toch-
nology and student perfor-
mance, yet less than one in
four countries have banned
srnariphone use in schoals,
accarding to the Global Ed-
wcathon Mondioring (GEM)
report. The report  on

“Technology in education™
published by the United
Natlons Educational. Scien-
tific and Cultural Organiza-
thon {UINESCO) has flagged
that assessment data has
found that mere proximity
e a maobile device distracts
students and has a negative
impact on learming.

An cxpert from the UNs
Education team told PTI
that oo much attention
on technology i educa-
Hon wwially comes at a
high cost, and technology,
incloding  smartphones,
should only be used in cass
when it supports learning
outcomes. “The adoption
of digital technology has
resulted in many changes
in education and learning,
The set of basic skills that
young people arc expected
e learn in school, at least
i richer countries, has ex-
panded to include a broad
range of new ones 1o mavi-
gate the digital world, In

reach completion. In this case, NEOWISE
represented an entire second life, in an entirely
different area of research. How will we defend
Earth now? As well as the discovery and study
of thousands of NEOs, NEOWISE established
the foundation of knowledge that has informed
a new, dedicated planetary defence mission.

it stays away from populated
arcas in the process - some
recenl re-entry events have
resubted in space debris fall-
ing reasanably dose to pog
ulated arcas, An asteroid is
coming! What next? Know-
ing about an ageroid on a
collision course with Earth
Is one thing. Doing some-
thing about it s another
thing altogether.

ISE started fife as a differem
mission, simply called WISE
(Wide-field Infrared Survey
Explorerh. It was designed
to stuady the infrancd racia-
tion from distant galaxics
i the universe, Infrared
means “beyond red” - in-
frared bs’ﬂ sits just past the
red end of the spectrum of
colours humans can see.
Wi know infrared radiation
better as the heat from the
Sun, for example, or from &
rusdiator keeping us warm in
winter. When the coalant an
the WISE mission ran oul
and these sensitive observa-
thons of galaxles couldnt be
carried out any more, NASA
granted a misshon I

thereby having a very strong
infrared signal, NASA has
an extraordinary hisory of
squeczing exira life ot of
hat resch comiple-
s case, NEOWISE
represented an entire second
Nifie, in an entirely differcat
ar¢a of research, How will
we defend Earth now? As
well as the discovery and
stuchy of theusands of NEOs,
NEOWISE established the
foundation of  knowledge
that has informed @ new,
dedicated planetary delence
misgion.

NASAL NEO  Surveyor
will be launched in 2027
NEO Surveyors goal is to
discover ly two

under the NEOWISE name.
They realised the telescope
system was sl sensitive
enough to detect asterolds
and  comets  that  come
close 8o Earth and the Sun,

negative zmpacts UN report

many classrooms, paper has
been replaced by soreens,
and pens by keyboards,
COVID-19 can be scen as
a natural experiment where
learning swiiched to online
Tor entine education systems
virtually overnight,” the re-
port said,

“Large-scale interna-
tignal  assessment  data,
such as that provided by
the Programme for Interna-
tional Swudent Assessment
(PISA), suggest a negative
link between excessive 1CT
(Information Communica-
tion “Technology) use and
student performance, Mere
proimity to a mobile de-
vice was found 1o distract
studbents and o have a neg-
ative impact on bearning in
4 countries, yet less than
one in four have banned
smartphone use in schools”
it said,

UNESCO  has  Hagped
that use of devices by atu-
dents bevond a moderate
threshold may have a nega-
tive impact on academic
performance as the use of
smartphones and comput-
ers dismupts classroom amd
home learning activity, “A
fmcta-analysis of research
on the relationship between
stusdent mobile-phone use
and educational outcomes
covering students from pre-
primary to higher educa-
thom in 14 countries found o
small negative effect, which

thirds ol .l|| NEOs larger
than 140 metres in diam-
eter, over a five year base-
line survey. This is a big step
toward fulfifing the man-
dlate United States Congress

has provided to NASA: 10
discover 9 per cent of all
MEDs in this size range. If
they hit Earth, asteroids of
this siee could casse mass
casualthes If the impact were
over & large metropolitan
region. You might think this
poses a bit of a risk - lhul

Surveyor. What happ..m if
ome of these big asteroids
comes our way in the next
few vears? The risks are very

small, 48 estimates show
asteraids 1H) metres in di-
améter impact Earth only
approximalely every H.H0
years. 5o, we would have
to be extremely unhicky 1o
have ome in any given three-
year perbd, especially im-
pacting & place that would
cause a large amount of
damage, Only around 3 per
cent of Earths surface is oc-

Use of smartphones in schools

1in 4 countries have banned use due to

was farger at the unbve rsity
level, The decline is mastly
linkesd to increased distrac-
tion and time spent on noa-
academic activities during
learning Tours” the report
said. “Incoming notifica:
tions or the mere proximity
of a mobile device can be a
distraction, resulting in vu-
demts losing their attention
frem the task at hand, The
use of stmartphones in class.
rooms leads to students en-
gaging in non-school-relat

activities, which affects
recall and comprehension,”
it sabd.

The report also men-
tioned that a study found
that it can take siwdents up
0 20 minutes 10 refocus
an what they were leamn-
ing after engaging in @
men-academic activity. By
categorising use of technol-
ogy at home and in school
as low. medium or high

mare intersive use beyond
a threshold was most of-
ten found to be correlated
with diminishing academic
performance while moder-
ale usage was most often
associated  with  positive
academic outoomcs. “Sud-
les on teacher perceptions
of the use of tablets and
phomes highlight difficulties
in classroom management,
when students visit websites
other than those indbcated
by teachers or due ta the in-
creased level of noise in the
classroom. The use of soclal
media In the clssssoom Is
alse disruptive, increasing
academic distraction with
negmive effects on learning
outcomes,” the repart saicl.
“Drata analysis  also
showed a  negative  cor
relation between the use
of social media in school
and digital reading perfor-
mance. Resources spent on

cupied by urban areas.

Suns 1l-year activity ovcle
is picking up and causing
Earth’s upper atmosphere,
the tonosgphere, to thicken.
NEQWISE is flying through
this ionosphere and can’t
raise its orbit, so the jono-
sphere is inevitably dragging
NEOWISE back 10 Earth.
WEQ Surveyor stamted con-
struction in 2013, soa 2027
launch is pretty impressively
rapid, which i minimising
the gap between NEOWISE
and NEO Surveyor.
NEOWISE is scheduled
o enter Earths atmosphere
betore the end af the year,
but we don't know precisely
when,  Weighing  almost
70lkg, some of NEQOWISE
ieseld s likely o impact the
surface of Earth, Hopefully

technology, rather than on
classrooms, teachers and
textbooks for all children
in low and Rower-middle-
Income countries lacking
access 1o these fesources,
are likely to lead to the
world being further away
from achieving the ghvbal
education goal, it said. The
report has called for clear
objectives and  principles
needed to ensure that tech-
nology use i of benefit and
avoids harm, “The negative
and harmful aspects of the
use of digital technology in
education and society in-
cluele risk of distraction and
Tack of human contact. Un-
regulated technology even
pases threats to demacracy
and human rights, for in-
stance through lnvasken of
privacy and stoking of ha-
tred” i said.

Education systems need
to be better prepared to

Huge steps toward plasi-
ctary defence occurred two
years ago, when the DART
mission flew to an ssteroid,
impacted 1, ard changed its
trajectory. This demonstrat-
ed ifs possibiie to change the
course of asteroids, which
coukd be used in the future
to protect Earth from a col-
lision,  Predicting  poten-
tial Earth impacts as far as
possible in advance, years
preferably, gives the DART-
style technology approach
a chance, The pioneering
work of NEOWISE, and the
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Hindenburg report: Only JPC probe
can digout truth

INDENBURG'S latest revelathon has made it difficult

for the Adani Group and the SEBI to shick! themselves
from the truth. They are now on a slippery slope. Flausibly,
the link between the corporite behemath and the markets
regulator explains why the latter has drapged its feet in s in-
vestigathon into the former's alleged imvalversent in a brazen
#tock manipulation and sccounting fraud scheme and hit a
walk In the light of the lslest revelation, fhe contention that
lhlt Immllgmlun l:q |l|e mka |egn.h|.«' was bizsed and

hand, T isa di of jus-
:k::ll-u[munmuwuralwmﬁ:mrd:malmm in acom-
pany cannot skt in judgment an the sume company accused
of mproper business dealings. There b a condlict of interest
between a regulator and an investor. BIPs argument that the
nl\qullon agsinst the Aduni G and the SEBI ks a con.
spiracy by India’s Opposition in n:nmvihgjnbnl powers
1o cneate finandial instabiliny in India b faBacious, The ix
sue s laoked at from @ political angle because of the widely
krsown chorse ties betwieen Gawtam Adani and Prime Minis:
ter Narendra Modi. Adani has become a byword for Indias
infrastructural developrent. His clout has easily won him
lucrative stxle contracts for ports, airports. highways, coal
mines, power plants and 5o on. The Primse Minister cannot
now insulate himself from the findings of Hindenburg based
on whistleblower acoounts. A JPC probe has now become
imperative 1o dig ot the truth. Since the confidence i placed
in the SEB on fanuary 3 has turned out to be miplaced, the
Supreme Court may well take suo moto action to right is
carller error in giving a clean chit and establish the facts.
G Dravidd Mt Maruthan code, Tamil Nadu
e

HAT the Hindenburg revlations on SEBI chicf, of hald-
ing investments in Adand related companics, s a fit case 1o
be probed Thugh the imentions of that shon selling congpra-
ny in disclosing the news ane suspicious, the sakl matter mer-
its an independent probe to uphold the dignity of that effice.
The regudator of Indian market who regulates the companies
from dalng wrongs shoukd not be identified with some com-
paniis and their interests. The SERT chief, Madhabi Bach, who
i Eacing charges now is the first chief appointed from private
sectar. To prove that she has no personal interests or favourit-
Ty while clealing with the affain of masket, she should come
clean fram sach allegations by allowing proper investigation.
The Government should not leave such an important matter
1o go for uess works or conspiracy theoriesby people in order

10 keep the public trist intact in regulatory bodies,
Dy DVG Sankira Rao, ex MP Vizianagaram, AP

EE

HE ping pong battle betiween the nrjuvenated oppos-

tion and a stubborn P, | over the serious allegations
raised [0 Hirdenburg report 2, s deplorable. (BIP rejects
MG ddermand, 13 Aug). Tn this regand, the sald repart accused
Adani group & SERI chief of financial irregularitics, stock
manipudstions and accounting fraud. This has truly hurt the
interest of investors in Anancial markets. Hence, the NDA 3
and the LN.DILA bloc should set aside politics and arrive st
consensus, in the :mwna] mml .md spree fara |PC probe

upcaming
observations of \IJ 0} Sure
veyor, will place an enor
mous amount of informa-
thon in our sclentific bank,
which will mever go out of
date and will be the basis for
planctary defence for per-
haps hundreds of years inso
the futumn.

{The Conversation)

teach abawt and through
digital technobogy, a wol
that must serve the best in-
terests of all learners, teach-
ers and  adoinistraters,
according o the report
“Technology is  evolving
too fast o permit evalia-
tisn that could inform d
sions on legislation, policy
and regulation, Research
on technology in educa:
tion is as complex as tech-
nology itself. Findings that
apply In some contests are
not always replicable chse-
where” It said The experts
noted that a clash between
machines and humans has
surfaced in the context of
debates  over  generative
artificial intclligence, the
implications of which for
education are only gradu-
ally emerging. “These Fault
lines leave the education
sector torn between hope
for  digital technologies’
potential and the undeni.
able risks and harms linked
to their apphicasion. Not all
change constitules progress,
lust because something can
be done does not mean it
should be done” B sid,
“Change needs o happen
on leamers’ terms to avoid
repeating & scenario like
the one observed during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
when an explosion of dis-
tance learning beft hundreds
of millions behind,” the re:
port sabd, e

1o enitin
T PHI irmn Sagar, Old AlmL Secunderabad
L L]

NGOING heated controversy triggened by latest alloga-
thians paised by Hindenbury against SEBI chief and her
hushand bs being explotted palitically by Congress ked Op-
pu'itlon o tarnish image of thind tenare of Modi-led central
mrent. Since Oipposition is able to create environment

nﬂfcclms poodwill or credibiliny of Centre, it appears advis-

able shat Centre nuist shed obstinacy and thereby & b advis-
able that Centre must order high-level probe e thevugh [PC
or judicial inquiry which will protect clean fmage of Centre.
B Veerakumaran Thampi, USA

Kolkata hospital horror: In depth
probe essential
5 rape and murder of a physician at RG Kar hospital in
slkati shook the consclence of the nathon and i has
also bed to nationwide stir in government hospitals. Despite
the severity of the crime, it Is surprising that West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee plodged to transfer the
case to CBI later in case state police fail 1o crack the case
by Sunday, This only goes 10 show that there is samething
amiss in the whale episode. One wonders, why Mamata has
askied for time knowing well the state police s completely
bias and may mess up the inguiry instead of finding out the
truth? The state government is iotally responsible for the se-
Fics I.Tur instead of floating a new theory to save its face,
Allinall, there is no denying the Eact that there is an insiders
role which must be inquired in depth to bring the culprit o
Justice at the earflest.
KR Srimivasas, New Bhoigoda, Secunderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com
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LoP Rahul not scared of ED or CBI,

says DyCM

BENGALURL: Rarnataka Deputy Chicl Minisier, DE
Shivalumar, stated on Tuesday that the Leader of Oppasi-

thon (LoP} in Lok Sabha, Rabul Gandhi was net scared of
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) and the Central Bureau
of Investigathon (CBIL

Speaking to the media in New Defhl, Kamnataka Con-
gress President Shivakumar said this while answering a
question on LoP Rahal Gandhi taking to X with regard 1w
the central agenscies.

He stited that Congress MP Rahul Gandhi has faced
everything in life and he would not be scaned of the ED
or CBL When asked about BIP leader CP Yogeskwar stat-
ing that If he was denled a ticket by the party to contest
from the Channapatna Assembly seat, he would stand as
an [ndependent candidate, Shivakumar took a swipe stat-
g "IF he in threatened with a CBI, ED probe, Yogeshwar
wioald keep quict” He added “We don’t know yet as the
anpeancemsent has not been made in this regard”

However, the Py CM did not reveal the purpose of his
meeting with the Congress high command in New Delhd,
where he has been camping since Monday.

Printed and Published by K Hanumanta Rao, on behatl of Hyderabad Media House Py, Limited, FlabNo609, 6th Fioor, Kini Shikhar Budding, PlotNo 11, Dist.Center, Janakpuri, New Defhi- 150058,
and Printed al Mis. Marutinandan Printers & Publishers, A-15, Bara Bagh, 6.7 Karma Road, indusirial Avea, New Delhi - 150033, Chief Editor: V Ramu Sarma. RNl No: DELENG201 774095
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Amid Hindenburg probe calls, look at JPCs on financial allegations

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHL AUGUIST 13

THE OPPOSITION has demanded a Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) to investi-
gate the Hindenburg Research allegations
against Sebi chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch.
The BJP has rejected the demand.

Investigative |PC

by Farliament.

.".J:I’Cc.m hook :mndo:umcms md oxam-
Tinistry or con-
cerned. If one or more members disagree
wiith the majority in & [PC. they can submit
notes of dissent.

It is up to the government to take action
onthe recommendations of the committee,
If it 50 wiches, the government may Eaunch
investigations on the basis of a [PCreport. But
it mast, im any case, rL'pou'ron the follow-up

son why all governments resist demands for
animvestigative JPC.

Financial investigations

suance of Unified Access Services Brenses,
Ftsaid that the assurance om maintaining

Full transparency in following established

rules and procedures of the Department,

AJPCis anod hocbody c
bers from both Houses of Pariament,
roughly in proportion to party strengths in
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. The representa-
tion of Lok Sabha is double that of Rajya
Sabha. A JPC, therefore, acts as a mini

Sitons b th
dations,

Based on the grvernmeent s reply, the com-
mittee submits an ‘Action Taken Report’ in
Parliament. The Action Taken Report can be
discussed in Parliament, and the Opposition
canaskq ofthe

Parliamsent to carry out. Tutiny of a
specificmatter within a specific time frame.

Joint committees are set up by a motion
passed in one House and agreed to by the
ather. The details of membership and sub-
jects relating to a particular JPC are decided

For the oppaosition, a JPC matters because
itcan then get acoess o all details around an

So!ar oy three JPCs have been constituted glw:n by Minister of Communications and
ial crimes —on the ion Technology A Raja in all hiscor-
20 spectmumscam in2043,onthe respondence with the Prime
Ketan Parekh share market scam Iinister, had been belied.
n2001 andonthesecuritesand. [ DACIWEVIVIB]  The By and several osher
banking dials refating o Harshad opposition parties rejected the
Mehtain 1992, POLITICS | report, calling it an attempx o
The|FCi s the cover up the scam. The BIP de-
Bofors scam was significant, too, A JPC scribed itas the most shameful scam inlndia’s
formed in 2013 to investigate the VWIF  histony
AgustaWestland chopper scam and the role The JPC disagreed with the condusion on

ofalleged middlemen in the transaction did
not take off after the BfP refused to partici-
pate.

26 SPECTRUM (2013): The [PC report
absolved Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

andcanal theis-
sue stays in news. This can bring significant
political pressure on the sovernment —area-
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WHATISA DDOSATTACK, CAUSE OF
TRUMP-MUSKINTERVIEW GLITCHES?

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI AUGLIST 13

BILUCMAIRE ENTREPRENELIR Elon Musk
hosted former US President and
iclate Donald
Tmmponhlssnculmd]a plaﬂnmkcxn
ing foralive audi
However, theircomversation started after
2 dihrmi . 7
glitches. This happened due to what ap-
peared to be a “massive DDoS attack on
¥, Musk said in a post.

What isa DDoS attack?
ADenial-of-Service|{DoS) attack sm-

ply means thatawehsite orany otheron-

line service cannot be accessed because it

The X Space with Donald Trump
and Elon Musk, Feuters

hasbeen the target of attacks from ama-
licious actor, This is done by directing
many users towards an onkine server si-
multaneously to*flood” it. It results in
slow page Inading times or a stoppage in
internet services.

Compasters connect to the Internet
and one another through unigue Intermet
Protocal ([P} addresses assigned to cach
device, The data they exchange is divided
intosmaller dwnks, called “packets™ The
tech company [BM's website notes, *By
using up a resource’s available band-
width, DDoS attacks prevent these ne-
sources from responding to legitimate
connection requests and packets.™

In a distributed denial-of-service
[{DDoS) attack, multiple sources work
againstone target. This makes the culprit
hardertolocate.

work and receive an acknowledgemm
Hiwvever, they deliberately leave out the
necessary step of confirming that con-
nection. Multiple incomplete connec-
tions result in a load for the server, mak-
ing completing real connections difficult.

ent.

‘What are the signs of a DoS attack?

Showing intermet speed and difficulties

inaccessing sites can mean a Do attack,

Inthe past. X systems have faced dif-

ficulties due to other reasons. In 2023,
Musk hosted Florida Governor Ron
DeSantis on Spaces, the same audio plat-
forrm an X where he hosted Trumgp. That
interview also began after a delay of 30
minutes. Musk blamed the high volume
of listeners — around 420,000 — for the

strained system. This time, more than a

How do such attacks work?
Do attacks can be carried out in
marny ways. In a "Smurf Attack”, the at-

million people tuned in.

Anti-virus software can help detect

unusual online traffic, alert users and

tackersenc yseveral targets.  thwart DoS attacks.
Asslu'nmg false 1P addresses while actu-
ally 1Paddress theysend  How signific ks be?

communication requests. As their targets

[iof attacks can cause major dlsrup-

tio, Lasti

respond, they end up Aooding their own
servers, leading toa DDoS attack.

In case of an “SYN flood”, attackers
senid a connection request o a target net-

days. In 2016, m.sorwcbsl(rs likee Spotify
and Amazon were unavailable for many
hours because of a DDoS attack.
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of ing, saying he was misted about
the procedure to be followed by the
Departmeent of imications on is-

revenase loss reached by the Comptroller and

Mucitnr General of india (CAG), saying the "wery

mave for caloulation of any loss on acoount of

allocation of licence and spectrum s ill-oon-

ceived”.

concluded that

l:g,' the !'elm:\:lm R.l:gu]amry Authority of India

licenioe fee and noe favour-

HaARISH DAMODARAN

ON 1.5 ACRES of his 2.5 acres of land in
Chhattisgarh's Rajnandgaon  district,
Ragharvendra Verma (38 ), raises broiler meat
chickens in bao ernvironmentally-controlled
paultry sheds that house 11,000 and 9,000
birds respectively. He rears day-old chicks
that weigh 35-45 g for about 37 days, until
the hirds are roughly 2.5 kg cach, and ready
for slaughter,

Werma does six cycles anmually —each of
around 60 days, including 20 days of down-
time to remaove litter, clcan flooes, and pres-

nt heslast
wear {mid-May 2023 ro mid-May 2024)
yielded marketable birds with aggregate
weight of 320865 k.

Contract farming
The day-old chicks come to s farm

ing auction of s pectrum was in conformity

with the policy prescriptions of Mew Teleoom

Policy 99 and the 10th Fme—yl:ar Plan doce-

mentthattreated telecomas

sector for the decade commencing 2002,
SHARE M, &RILEI'SCHM[ADGI]:HL‘M

expaosure mthe stock Darmaon

However, its recommendations were not fully
implemented. Parekh was convicted for a
yearin 2008 and for two years imMarch 2014

SECURITIES & BANKING TRANSAC-
TIONS (1992 ): Allegations that “Big Bull”
Harshad Mehta, who had become a house-
hobd name, funds from the pub-

the deposits of Ahmedabad-based
Madhavpura Mercantibe Cooperative Bank
[MMCB]. The exposure was due to Ketan
Parekh, a smck broker whowas also adirec-
tor of MMCE. It was alleged that at his be-
best, the bankisswed pay orders without the
backing of funds. Parekh was accused of us-
ing this money torig share prices of 10Indian
companics between 1985 and 2000,

The scandal was reveated after MCCB
failed tn honour the pay orders it had issed.
L ]?Cwas ﬁ:n'ml:d |n2l301 wth:a'l Bihari

s was |k Aimister, titted
s reportafter 105 sttings in December 2002,

The report recommended sweeping

changes in stock market regulations.
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Rearing broiler chickens

From backyard hens to 10,000-25,000-bird farms: how the broiler chicken industry has become India's

Newly-hatched pre-vacc

Id chicks at IB G

P

hatchery in Mundgaon, Rajnandgaon. Harish Darmodane

chicks) — of close to Rs 2.5 Lakh per cycle or
s 15hakh anmaai]j'. I'uz netted s 32-33 lakh,
\c\:l

from a broiler hatchery of the 1B Group at
Mundgaon in the district's D tehsil,

hat have

The company, which is officially ABIS Exports
{India) Pvt Led, has a umover of Rs 11,000
crore, and also supplies feed for the binds and
Earmi-cleaning chemicals suchas coppersul-
phate, formalin, bleaching powder, and hy-
drochloricackd

The broiler foed comprises a pre-starter
(400 g fior 12 days when the chicks grow to
400 g); starter (1,200 g from 12-25 days,
when they reach 1,300 £); and a finisher (af-
ter 25 days). The birds consume 3,300 g of
feed to grow to 2 kg, and 4,000 g to reach
25kg.

At the end of the rearing period, the [B
Group takes back the mature birds to mar-
kot them. Verma gets a "growing charge™ of
at east Rs 10/ kg, which can go up if market
prices go up, or if he produces birds with
lower maortality rates, above-average body
weight, and less feed consumed per kg, [The
last is called feed conversion ratio, and is an
indicator of management efficency.)

Last year, Verma received a growing
charge of s 14.89) kgon average, wiich, on
320,865 kg, translated into 2 gross revenue

i feeding and drinking lines {one
pan fior every 30 birds, one water nipple for
10-12 bards ), exhaust and air circulation fans,

sheds, and take longer to reach the 2-kg or
2.5-kg weights,

In the last cycle, 71 out of Sinha's 2520
birds died. The ones that were malkm:d
weighed a total 5,954 kg, or 243 k;
onaverage. The hase ing ch o
hmnl:sisﬂs &/ kg.and IBGmuppaldhlm s

cooling pads, lighting and diesel broad
provide heat and keep the chicks warm in
the first few days).

Each shed has acontrol panel to regulate
thie feeding, brooding, and lighting systems,
and to maintain the required temperature,
hurmidiry, and ventilation levels. Optimam
temperatures for bird growth are 32-34 de-
grees Celsius in the first three days, gradu-
allyreducing to 26-28 degrees during 12-24
days, and 24 degrees or below after 35 days.

Types of poultry sheds

Digeshwar Sinha (30), has a smaller
3,300-sq-foot try house §or 2, 500
birds in Chhattisgarh’s Khairagarh-
Chhuikhadan-Gandai district.

He has imvested Rs 9 lakh in a hasic shed
with feeders and drinkers, fans, sprinklers,
Jute cun‘ams o bcat the summer heat, and
W is or
ers, but no automation,

Open houses reguire more space per

325/ kg Mi it i Rs 21.0000n
Rs TE.E90 of gms; revenue, his net income
from that batch was almaost Rs 58 000. Sinha
ton, does six batches every year

How integration works

ABIS Exports has 30,000-odd broiler
farmers like Verma and Sinha across [ndia.
They are supplied day-old chicks [eachcos-
ing Rs 28 and pre-vaccinated for
Gumbaro/Infectious Bursal Disease and
Bewcastle Disease], feed (Rs 40/ kg and
technical inputs [line supervisors make 5-6
wisits in every oycle). The company markets
the grown birds that are directly lifted from
the farms by traders.

Tkus mu:gmhcd contract farming model

ra umma

Foods. Of the csnmatt':l 14 crore day-old
chicks placed every week in broiler farms all
ower India, 1B Group/ ABIS and Suguna ac-
count for 1-11 crore each,

Other major broiler integrators —

ofRs 47.78 lakh. After
mainty on labour, electricity, dlescL andrice
husk {which is used as bedding material for

chick, the mor-
talityrate of 10-12% compared tothe 3-5%in
birds reared in emAronmentally-controdled

Hatcheries Group, Baramati
Agro,and Premium Chicl Feeds allin Pune),
and Shalimar Group {in Kofkata) — do 30-60

lic sector Maruti Udyog Limited to his own
accounts, keading to a 570-point fall in the
Sensex, set off a major political storm, and
led to the formation of this [PC during the
rirme Minister PV imha Rao,

The CB filed 72 sets of charges melating to
criminal offences, and in October 1997, a spe-
ol court set up o examine the securities scan-
dal-relates 34
chargesher g l
about 600 civil cases related to the matter.

There were four convictions, and Mehta
‘himself was sentenced in September 1999
onchargesof fravd relating to Maruti Udyog
Limited. Howewver, the JPCs recommenda-
tions werz not fully implemented.

most organised and vertically integrated agri-business

lakh chick placements per week,

The brotler industry is arguably India’s
most erganised and vertically integrated
agri-business. Dairies procure milk from
farmers, but don'tsupply them with cowsor
buffaloes, But poultry integrators have their
own feed plants as well as commercial
Broiler hatcheries,

The broiler integration companies have
turned pouliry farming — traditonally based
onrearing 10-20free-range| backyard breed
hirds fed on agricultural byproducts and
kitchenwaste — intoa commercial enterprise
even for smallhokders.

Almost 406 of the [B Group's 30,000 farm-
ersown emvironmentally controlled houses
with between 9,000-10,000 and 24,000-
25,000 chicks, with aninitizl imestment of
R=450-500 per chick.

1BJABIS has 10 hatcheries in nine states
that canload more than 65 crone eggs annu-
ally for hatching into chicks, which are dis-
patched the same day to reach brotler farms
in 12-15 hours, The company has eight feed
plants and India's largest soyabean process-
ingunit with a daily crushing capacity of
2,000 tonnes, It supplies de-oiled caloe, the
residual meal after oil extraction and the
main proteiningredient in poultry feed.

Backward, forward, ahead

The broiler chickens produced and sold
in India are largety of foreign pedigree stock
like Ross, Hubbard and Cobsh. The Ross and
Hubbard lines are owned by Aviagen; the
enkateshwara Hatcheries Group has a joint
wenture with Cobb-Vantress, also a US poul-
try genetics company, for breeding beoilers
“suited to Indian agro-climatic and manage-
ment conditions™. Suguna Foods has devel-
oped its own 'Sunbro’ pure lime broiler breed.

The Indian broilerindastry is mome “back-
ward integrated” than dairy, but not as “for-
ward integrated™ as the latter. Dairies sell
branded pouch milk, curd, ghee, butter,
cheeseand )oc—acam.whmcas broder chick-

s andeven
retaibed as live birds in the "“wet market” or
roadside shops.

"Forward integration is the next step. We
need to move o branded sales of dressed,
chilled, and packed chickens, apart from
ready-to-cook and ready-to-eat meat,” Zova
Afreen Alam, director of ABIS Exports, said.

That will need a change in consumeer be-
haviour, and may take time — like it did with
fresh pouched milk and curd.

LONGER VERSION ON
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Ex-ISI chief who visited Kabul after Taliban takeover, arrested: reasons, context

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 13

'IHEB\KI‘II'J\NAHW has begun court mar-
Faiz Hameed

and the in
August 2021, Hameed, who was then 151
chief, visited Kabul on the invitation of the
COUNETY's niEw rubers.

The pettioner, one
Moeez Ahmed Khan, the
owner of Top City housing
scheme, a private howsing
society in the Chowki
area  of

{retd }, who was unkil rr:cem'ly Director

The Field General Court Martial{| RT-EM]

General of thelnter 1ce (1511

against

The £G
arreston Munday. He is acrused of cormap-

atdverse ohservations made by
the Supreme Court of Pakistan about nine

Islamabad. had accused
Hameed and his associates
of extortion.

It was alleged that in

by a Major General of the
Pakistan Army was convenied
against Lt Gen Hameed. The
Surmmary of Evidence hascul-
minated in the court mariial

In a press release, the
Intes-Services Public Relations
(15PR ) said: ] detailed cour
of inquiry was undertaken by
Pakistan Army, to ascertain

1987. After his promaotion to the rank of
Major General, he commanded the 16
Infantry Division in Pano Aqil in Southern
Sindh: Subsequently, hewas posted to 1512
DG Counter Intedligence.

Hamped came into the imelight during.
the Movember 2007 dharma by the far ight
Barehvi Islamist party Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan{TLPL Hameed was accused of hav-
ingengineered the three-weel sit-in at the

tion while in service, and of months agn, May 2017, when Hameed correctness of complaints in- Faizabad interchange that paralysed the
engaging in questionzble ac- On Nuunmhcr 14,2023, wasaseniorofficerinthetsl,  Ex-151chief Faiz Top City case... Consequently,  Pakistani capital and triggered violence.
tivities after retirement. the court, which was hearing  officials of the spy agency  Hameed. Fle Futo appropriate disciplinary ac- In 2019, he was appointed DG I5L replac-
The general, who was apetitionfiledby theownerof  and personnel of the para- tion has beeninitiated against  ing Gen Asim Munir, the current Army
Pakistan's top spymaster from GLOBAL areal estate company, saidin - military Pakistan Rangers Lt Gen Faiz Hameed (Retd),  Chief Imiran wasPrime Minister at the time.
June 2019 to November 2021, i raided the offices of Top City and Moeez's  under provisions of Pakistan Army Act.™ Hameed was considered close to then
was considered chose to the jailed fna'rnL'r tions L iti apainst Hameed it v i Army Chief Gen Bajwa. However, Bajwa re-
Pr!manlsrerlmrankhan ar were "of ious nature, and if v Talsely accusing hlmaln:m:lnsm rest. However, unlike civilians, hesnotinjail.  moved him as DG 151in 2021, apparenthy af-
wen true, undoubtedhy would undermine the The petitioner sak inaguestroomal ter differenc em grew. lmran
as Pakistan Army Chief. Hamcf_':l !ts:gnf_'d mpumtmnufdwﬁ:dmlmrnmenlﬂm forced to“pay Rs 4 crome incash” inadeal  anArmyofficers' indi itually gave in.
in Movember 2022, soon after Prime  armed forces, 151 and Pakistan Rangers™, bskered by Hameed's brother, Sandar Majaf. Soﬂmupumiuws'demcdubemg
Minister Shehbaz Sharif appointed {then) “Thercfomre”, .thnthmr—]m:ﬂgu'bnl:h led Inwhat ifyagamst Imran.
Lt Gen Asim Munir to the top by Chief justice of PakistanQazi Fapz Isasaid,  What inst during Th!j' believe that in Pakistan's topsy-turvy
i Hameed was commissioned in the

A couple of weeks after the last

American soldiers withdrew from

be leftunattended
toa report published by Do at the time.

InApril 2024, a Court of Inguiry headed

Baboch Regiment of the Pakistan Army in

politics, Hameed hasanqwmmepusbj
ity of Imaan's frtunes c

‘al’s Army ac imst
its senior officers, serving or retired?

Hameed is the third senior officer to
‘have rum foul of Gen Muniz.

InAprif 2024, Lt Gen Ayman Bilal Safdar,
the GOC 1 Corps stationed at Mangla in
Punjab, was forced to resign after the 151
recorded sorme critical comments he made
about the Army Chief during 2 isit toSaudi
Arabia Lt GenSafdar could have had ashot at
theoffice of Army Chief in 2025 if Gen Munir
retires at the end of his three-year e

‘Before that, in May 2023, Lt Gen Salman
Fayyaz Ghani, then GOC 4 Corps at Lahore,
‘was sacked after Flag Staff House, the GOC's
official residence, wasvandalised by workers
of Imran's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf party.

Down reported that Pakistani militany
courts have convicted a three-star and a
two-star general for espionage and
‘mutiny in 2019 and 1995 respectively. In
anumberof other cases, instead of court-
martialling general officers, the military
removed them after disciplinary proceed-
ings, Dawn said,
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Systemic shortcomings

Sebi must strengthen processes

hased shont-seller Hindenburg Research has misde fresh allegations in

the Adani Group matter in the past few daye. And its turget this time have

been securities market regubstor Securities and Exchange Board of India

{Bebil) and its chairperson, Madhabi Purl Buch, Hindenburg has questioned

Sebi's objectivity in the Adand probe and alleged Ms Buch is o conflicted party

because she and her hushand Dhaval Buch invested in one of the funds thit is said

o have boen used for pumplng money into Adand shares. 1t has further alleged that

the regulator is promoting real estato investment trusts beesuse of Mr Buch's asso-

ciation with a lange private equity firm that has significant exposure in the Indian

real estate mustket. Thene been other like the Sehi chairperson
owning a consultancy firm. suggesting conflict of interest,

Sebi and the Buchs have issued separate statements and answered the issues
raised by Hindenburg, Predictably, ghven the parties and stabes involved, these
might not satisfy everyone. Opposition parties, for instance, have renowed their
demand for & Joint Parliamentary Committee probe into the matter. A fresh peti-
tion has also been filed in the Supreme Court. It worth noting that the Supreme
Court hid heard the matter and, in January this year, rejected the charge that
Sebi was not doing enough to probe the issue, It hed noted that the regulator
compieted the investigation in 22 out of 24 issues. In its lagest response, Sehi hiss
sabd 1t completed one more ares of [nvestigation In March, and the only one
remaining is nearing completion.

Whibe the closure of the issue will take time, the entire Hindenburg matter hes
raised at least two important systemic lssues that must be debated and addressed.
First, the biggest among the allegations is that of stock manipulation and violation
of public sharsholding norms through offshore funds, Sebi has thus far not shwn
if this s true or false. This reflects a serious shortcoming on the part of the regulator
of ame of the world's biggest stock markets, However, it has ightened the disclostaie
niorm for foredgn funds — those exceeding certain Hmits have to disclose economic
beneficiaries and ownership I the regulator had been in a position to refute the
allegations quickly, with facts, it would have sent & strong message to the markel,

The second issue is refated to the chairperson and other key persons in deci-
sion-making positions. Sebi has angued that ithis a obust mechanism for disclosures,
To strengthen thedisclosure norms for key persons, and toquel] sny specatation in
the future, the regulator should consider making the financial interests of such per-
soms public, All candidates running for legislatures are, for cample, mandated to
rake their finuncial interests public. A similur mile coulkd be applied to Anancial
mgl.l]awls aftor appointment. It will help boost confidence. In fact, it would help if

fated: minstruments and institutions that could
bi: ffected by their dedsion &s a regulator, Another sssociated issue pertidns to the
appointment itself. This was a rare occasion when a person from the private soctor
wand appointed Sebi chabrperson. The recent controversy should not roverse this.
Such positions should be open for both people from the private sector and career
buresucrats, and the best candidate should be appointed. For now, the regulatos
st complete the investigation and make the findings public as soon as possibie.

Jobs for youth

Employment for young people is a global problem

outh employment remains a critical concern worldwide, Following the

disruption caused by the Covid-1% pandemic = including widespread

unemployment due to miss layofls, job shortages. and business closutes

~ the lsbour market has seen & significant recovery, particulardy foryoung
people. This positive rend was undemscored by a recont report “Global Employment
Trends for Youth 2024" published by the Internationl Laboir Onganization (110}
The report reveals that the global unemployment rate for youth aged 15 to 24 years
reached 13 per cent in 2023, a 15-year low. Further, the mumber of unemployed
young people worldwicde stood st 649 million, the Eowest figure reconded since the
turn of the millennivin. The youth employment-to-population ratio (EPR) reached
it pre-panchemnic level at 35 percent,

While these are positive signs for the workd economy, the report highlighted
significant concerns regarding vouth employiment. First, although EPR bounced
back to its pre-pandemic level, it remains well below the levels seen in the carly
20008, The report sugeested an ideal EPR of 40 per cent for both men and women.
Comparing it with the current ratio, there is a deficit of 79 million jobs for young
workers, 91 per cent of that for females. Differently put, 72 million of the total 79
million missing youth from the workfonce are women, Second, the post-pandemic
recovery has been uneven soross regions, coonomies, and genders. Youth unem-
ployment in upper-middle-income countries remained shove 2000 levels, with a
widening gap compared to high-income countries. The youth unemployment
rate in upper-middie-income countries 18 1.5 times higher than in high-income
countries, compared with L3 times in 2009 Additienally, young women faced
preater challenges, with sharper increases in unemployment during the pandemic
and slover recovery compared to men. Third, the global proportion of youth tot
in employment, education or tralning (NEET) stands at 20,4 per cent, which is
only muarginally better than in 2015, Additionally, one-third of countries ane falling
behind in reducing their NEET mtes, with low-income countries and women dis-
proportionately represented,

India reflects the global trend in youth unemployment. The rate mare than
doubled from 5.7 per cent in 2000 to 175 per cent in 2019 but docreased to 124 per
uznl in 2022, according to another ILO report released carlier this ycu.r. However,

nair, unemployment res among x5 and womern.
Addl.t[clnn]]y scconding to the Warld Bank, 2.5 per cont of Indian youth werne
clussified as NEET in 2023, This situntion is concerning, given the narrow timefreme
India has for capitalising on its demographic dividend, Thus, while youth empley-
maent i a global challenge, it is particalarly pressing for India due to its lage youth
population. The latest Economie Survey emphasised that Indin needs to create
nearly 785 million non-farm jobs annuelly urtil 2030 to accommedate the gmwlqg
wolforoe. However, it is unclear how the wernments wil
thiz need. Although the recent Union Budget announced schemes to boost hiring
by private companies, the broader challenge remains significant. The road ahead
requires aconcerted effort to develop comprehensive strategles that not only create
jobe but also ensere that thess opportunities are accessible to the youth seross all
regions and demographics. The success of these inftiathves will be cructal insecuring
sustainable eoonomic growth in the medium tolong o,

The PSU disconnect

Political calculations may have slowed privatisation, but economic
policies to improve the public sector's performance brook no delay

government's policy on the publle sector has

undergone a subtle but significant change, last
week's Introduction of 4 new amendment Bill In the
Lok Sahha should be sufficient. OF course. the gov-
ernment remalns commirted. in principle, to itz ear-
ler deckslon to facilitate the exlt of public sector
undertakings (PSUs) from non-strategic areas and
Himit their presence in strategic areas wo . bare mind-
. But the roflout of this policy appears to have
been at least deferred, IFnot junked.

In February 2021, the Modl government
announced Itz proposal to privatise

Iiyuu nead any proof of how the Nirendm Mod|

twn public-sector banks Ln sddition
to IBl Bank. Three years have gong
by, and now thiere &s onky some hope
that 1DE] Bank may be sold off 1o 8
private party by the end of the current
financial vear. Early this month, the
Union Cabines met and approved a
proposal to amend the Banking
Regulation Act, the State Bank of
India Act, and the Banking
Companies [Acquisition and Tonsfer
of Underiakings} Act, mising hopes
of privatisation initiatives moking
somie headway.

But as last week's developments
showed, these ammdmems wm prlm.arl!;r nlmcd

. ]
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the Banking Companies (Acquisition and Transfer
of Uindertakingsh Act. That, however, did not happen,
indicating a Jonger wait for the Mod] government’s
second \=mat lon — the sale of Alr Indils inJanuary
2022 belng Its first and the only such dectslon so faz.

Even the pace of disinvestmant of governmient
equity in PSUs has considerably slowed. Barring a
high of two years, when disinvestment revenues were
close to € trilllon each in 200718 and 201819, the
government’s performance on this front has been
on asteady decline, particalary after the pandemic,

OPINION 13

le sector then more focused with respect to lts
Investmens stratel

A cursory look revenls a mixed pleture. The story
«of the public sector's capltal outlay in the five years
bedore Covid is starkly different from what unfolded
Im the five years after the pandemic. From & capital
wouthny of 3,32 trillion In 2013-14 (the lest vear of the
Manmohan Singh regime), PSUs saw their total
Irvestment jump to @8.52 trillon (n 200920, Interms
wof its share in GDP, PSUS capital outlyy rose from
219 per cent 1o 4.2 per cent in the same perfod. This

i d 1 by trebking the go s
equity Infusion as by the PSUS" ability to generate
more internal resources and raise more borrowing,
‘What this nlso showed was that despite the rhetoric
of strategic sabe and disinvestment of shares in PSUs,
the Modl government was busy providing more
Tesounces o the publlc sector and even enhancing
thelr ability to raise more resources,

Inthe fi urs following t the PEU
story has changed significantly, Indeed, by the end
of 2021-22, capital outlay by PSUs Fell almost by a
fifth. The decling could be largely attributed to the
PSUR" Inability to mise [nternal resources or even
mohilise higher barmowing. The fall would have been
sharper but for the government propping up the
pubdic sector with Increased equity infusion, a tremd
that has continued since then. The caplial outlny
sltuation in the list two years has got bottar. At 84
trililon In 202324, the declining trend has begn
Teversed, but as a percentage of GOP (264 per cent)
this is still lower than what prevalled 10 years agn
129 per cent in 20113-14),

The worrying trend Is that the public sector’s

Even during the heydays of disin the
recelpts were between 0.5 and (L6 per
cent of gross domestic product (GDIP),
and subsequent years have seen s fur-
thier fall from 0,25 per cent in 2009-20
e (k11 per cent of GO last year. The
officlel commentary on the gradual
decline In disinvestment receipts

tl et is focusing
more on vidue creation, Implying that
a decision to sefl PSU equity will be
taken only when needed and at the
Hght moment.

Have PSU dividends gone up to
give the government the confldence
that there are earty slgns of value cre-
ation and, therefore, thelr improved
per[ummn:e woutld ot least improve non-tax ev-

i allowing up b four

wocounts and lockers, emMIng:heumuleerdim:-
tors of cooperutive banks, and at helping the transfer
of unclaimed dividends. shares and Interest or
redemption of bonds o the Investor Education and
Protection Fund. If the governmeant were serious
whout the privatsation of two public-sector banks, [t

s Mot really. Dividends
From non-finnncial PSUs have grown at & slow pace,
doubling only in the Inst 10 years to 850,000 crore
In 20023-24. By another yardstick, dividends as a per-
centage of GOP fell to only (L7 per cent last year.
cornpared to (.23 per cent in 2013-14. 5o, dividends
are not rising rapbdly, and disinvestment recelpts

could have also spproved the relevant p in

Rethinking the Broadcast Bill

dacision to hold hack the Broadeasting Services
(Regalation) BilL 2024, s weloome news.

‘Televislon brosdeasting, as we know it, has been
n genteel decline for a few years now. From about
200 million homes (960 million peeple) in 2019, it
o reaches 176 million homes (845 million peopie).
Going by the annual FICCI-EY report, the basiness.
earned L8600 crore across advertlsing and pay rev-
enue in 3023; down from £78,700 crore in 2019, The
tast few years have been marked by consolidation
— Disney scquired Star Indla.
Rellance took & majority stake in
Vizeomls and later merged it with
Disney. As it manures, telmdsion will
settle down at 100-125 milllon
homes (480-600 million people),
with more than half of them on the
state-owned DD Freedish. Note. all
of this refers to linear pay television.
There is lots of growth beyond it —
In free television, on smart TVs, and
In streaming.

Indian television began with
some great shows — Buniyomd,
Antakshri, Bumegi Apni Baat, Sagns,
among others — in the elghties and nineties. Yet, it
never hit o creative high noe did it reach a billion
pecple & the nrgest media after madlo Desplte belng
the second-largest TV market in the world, India
remaing oneof the. smn]iest in mrms of revenue, per
unlg ! d profl {milar mar-

Tle Ministry of Information and Broadcassing’s

MEDIASCOPE

VANITA KOHLI - KHAN DEKAR

fulling, 1s the go 's approach to the pub-

kept issulng tariff orders. This, in a market where
wideo cun be watched through three competing
technologles {cable, satellite, internet), on myriad
dewvices (TV, phomne, luptop}, with a wide range of
pricing options from free to hybrid to premium for
online video,

Now Imagine, if the same regulations that
stymied the growth of broedcasting are applied o
OTT, soclal medin, and online publishing. It 15
against this background the Brondeast Bill needs mo
be viewed. Portoo long, only the Cable Television

Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995,

dealt with TV, even while policles,

puidelines on uplinking, downlink-

Ing, equity caps. forelgn invest-
4 ments have bean ssued. The last big
change was in 2011, when the Cable
Act was amended to enable digitl-
satlon. Therefore, It is a good iden
to have an overarching legislation
that Is up to speed with new wiys of
watching video.

The firss draft of the Broadcast
Bl came in Novembser 2024 In.Fuly
this year, the ministry invited com-
mentsto the second draft of the Bill
after assimilating feedback on the frst one. Mot sur-
prisingly, there was a outcry. Earlier this week, the
ministry announced the Bill will go through enother
round of consulsations till Cctober 15,

There are three lssues with the Bill. One, an
o lon with force-fltting streaming/online

kets ke Brazll.

‘There are severul reasons for this — the biggest
belng price regulation. It came into foroe in 2004
after the Telecom Regulatory Authority of Indla
(Trai} wns appointed as broadeast regulator. Its
relentless bld wo regulate price, ratings, and even
the agreements between trade and broadessters
meant linear TV never had its HBO, Sopramas or
crrne of Thrones, All atternpas at differentiated,
premium programming on linear television such
&5 Star One, falled. The delly s0ap lal:tory. geured
tomwrds
tsing], which began in 2000 with Kpweki Saas BM
Kalthi Bahu Thi, continues 1o this day. Even after
streaming came in 2016 and ook off in 2018, Tral

wideo Into the same regula slot as bioadoast-
Ing. It keeps talking of "OTT Hroadcasting™.
However, as lawyers, media firms, and others
argue, streaming is an on-demand. one-to-one
way of watching shows like Amupama or
Heeramandi. It |s a time-shifted cholce we make,
unlike limear TV where you watch ashow at a fixed
time on TV, Many developed countries, the UK,
Singapore, Germany, do not put OTT in the defl-
nition of broadecasting. even i both are under the
same legislation. They are regulated separately.
In South Korea, & highly digltised country, 0TTs
are regulated under telecom laws.

Two, I3 approach |s somewhat patermalistic —
there is a lot of emphasis on penalties and apolo-

| story in the last few years hos been kapt
Intact malnhy by the government pumping in mose
by way equity infuslon. The public sector's abiliry
1o generate more internal resources or raise loans
has been severely undermined in the post-Covid
world, If the government belleves in value creation
g astrategy for the public sector, it needs to urgently
do something more than just infusing additlonal
equity. which in any case Is lurgely restricted to o
handful of entitles like Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited. National Highwiys Authority of India, and
Indinn Railways, accounting for about B7-90 per
cent of the total equity outlay announced in the last
couple of years,

The government's abilbty to endlesshy infuse more
equity Into more PSUs |s obviously constrained, and
It must Introduce other performance metrics to
ensure that they deliver better finunclal results to
relleve the pressure on its (nances. Politically, the
government may like to go slow on its privatisation
plan and continue to pump in more resources ko
the PSUs, But thers has tobe a credible and effective
econoimic policy respanse to overcame the current
Ananeial perfonmance challenge posed by the peblic
sector. The continuing disconnect between politics
and economles s not desirable,

ples. but very little on what the Bill seeks to do. A
basic reading makes it elear that it alms for com-
plete control over everything that we watch or read
online. A regulator in the UK, where Ofcom, an
Industry-funded body, does a decent |ob, once told
me that any new plece of regulation/pollcy/ gulde-
Iine it conzlders goes through & cost-benefit ansl-
a5, What Is the cost of moking this change versus
the cost of not making [t? Boes a new plece of leg-
Islation damage or benefit the ecosystem, con-
sumer cholce and business? There is no analysis
on what the Bill seeks to or could schieve,

Three, unlike the Cable Act, this is a very diffi-
cult Bill to read. It took hours to make sense of i

Chnling video has brought diversity in our
watching, and has unleashed the creative prowess
of Indla’s dream factores, which are now making
Emmy-winning shows like Delhil Crime and
superhly crafted ones such as The Family Man,
Paaral Lok or Rocket Boys. In news, it has given o
wolce to many Indisns who were getting left out
of the malnstream news ambit. In Information,
plutforms ke YouTube, Reels, Whatsapp and
Linkedin have democratised both creation
and access,

A Bl that seeks to force-flt o new way of watch-
ing viden, on to an old-fashioned one — especially
one that suffered from a lack of farsighted regula-
tion — Is bound to pour cold water an free speech
and expression ecross the board. This will lead o
o lack of diversity and dampen o busingss that has
been growing well.

In 2023, online video made over $30,000 crore
In ad and pay revenues, according to Media
Partners Asla. By 2028, this is expected to reach
E5TAMI crore, This growth i predicated on a free
market without price or other regulations that
could eripple cholce and the ease of dolng busl-
ness. Both will be o reality if the Bill 12 passed in
Ets current form.

As the industry prepares another round of
responses, the ministry must ask itsalf whether it
wants online video to follow the same path as linear
tebevision. If not, then this Bill needs to be recon-
sidered from scratch,

e pedtwlieercomy vanitakohiik

The contours of displacement

BOOK REVIEW

AREEE AHMAD

orn inSrinagar, Priyanka Mattioohas

livved at 32 different addresses aeross

Indlz, the UK, Saucd Arabis, and the
U overthecourse of fourdecaces. Afew
yemal'wrshm:bumhrpmnm

extstence” The phrasesanes asa reminder
toMs Mattooofihe mlr@h:r[nml.lyhad

hind not been to Kashmirin years by
that point — had been hodding out hope

tim

those briefyears of happlness before the
farimgtensionsinthe Valley forcad thamto
whandon the house.

Bird Milk and Mosguiito Bones (s
billed asa memaolr but it s really o

lection of persc
which have been published previously,
There are reappearing motfs and
sublects, but no narrative throughline
— chironodogleal orotherwise — that
comnects the "chapters” to each ot her.
‘What unites them thematically 1=
wistfulness. The openi ngessuy,

ulﬂe{mgmnmempllnhndwdybulﬂ
n Kashmir. ¢

W

“Godd fDestructlon”,
the fnmily’s exodus from the Valley l.lmt
fscoloured by sorrow becavse it was not

the family would
and carefully being themback. This isthe
conttthat provides thetitbetothe
mzmull&“'l‘hmeiu Kauhmln nhms.e.

of one night — s 1t was tor
some ofthe extended family membors
who llved there — but & stendy
dissociation over many yeurs as the

miosquitobones, usedwhmsnmunels

describic hat

methtemruhuuldqusstlnn medrwry

looted one year, siripped of
ita fixtures the nest, with the roofseton
fire the year after. Until that moment,
the fumily — especially Ms Mattoo who

forthings tocalmid followed by a

resurn. The house's destruction

catalysed the ultimate uprooting,
Fromthere, th lifie

thought to the next, deftly mimicking
the nngural flow of delly conversations.

A pieces reflact on Ms Mattoos
family and are lovingly written
characterstudies of some of the most
Important people In herflfe In"A
Remarkably Sell-Assured Debut ", she
focuseson herdnshing, regal maternal
grandfatherwhose “resourcefulness.

d

of its own and the essays cover awlde-
mnging arrwy of toples, eschone
exploring a particular year orextended
time period inMs Mattoo's life in
connection tothesubyect. There sthe
conventional "Such a Nlce Face” which
retreads the tried and tested narrative
about socletal expectations from
wonen regarding their appearance and
grooming as well as the ways inwhich
they areohjectified by the male gaze.
But there is also fascinating stuffsuch
&5 "Dotted Lines" which looks at how
universally popular disi music ls
blurring state Hnes between Indla and
Iukistan tnthe context of All Sethl and
Hasan Baheem, a portion of which was
published befare In The New Yorkerto
great acclaim. That said, few essays end
where they begln, aften goingon
tangents and jJumplng from one

20 00 <

be

Continulng thistrend. "AGood
Match™ explores her parent'sloving.
enduring marriage nnd why she
considers them soulmates even i they
would never admit it at least not inso
many wornds. Following immedintely
after it inthe collection, “Basharte™
looks ot Ms Mattoosexperiences in
romance and how though the desireto
marry a fellow Kashmir did not come

his genetic legacy.” to fruition, she
Hewas the patriarch found o thoughtful
«of alarge joint family Bird Milk and wnd funny parner
which included his Mosquito Bones  [nthewhite Jewish
youngersiblingsand Authos: manshe didendup
thelr Families where Priyanka Matioo  marrving. Together,
he emphasised Publisher: allthese essays
education for the Penuin iking showcase Ms
girlsand forbade . Mattoo's goal of
them from doing Pages: 300 moving away from
arny stereotypleally Price: $509 narratives that
feminineworkor centra "themany
lahour, As |tragic]
acounterpaint, "I have happenad to
Show You™ follows us" and instead
her maternal grandmother and herlove lI!uannm I'LCDITImLInlr}'
forerochet that passed down to Ms ressays cover anything and

Mattoo, Also pussed down bsthe gene
that makes one susceptible to
dementia, which had “gently bl

othe
everything fraom late-night sandwiches

astrocartography, from teenage
rebellion inAmerica to struggles with
mentil henlth. The fealing of
rootiessness that Ms Mattoo carries
pervades all aspects of her life butshe
also s able to leam tolive with it In the
closing es=ay, she ponders: "1'm
starting tosuspect that the place
crave, the home I've yearned for, 1sno
morethanaweb of childhood
memories suspended intime. They
were solong agothat | can’tbe

certain they were real, Were they
something | should question? Blrd
milk, mosquitebones. But inthe end, |
don't think It matters. [ might livewith
this feeling, of hovering between
years and places, content inmy own
space yetcraving another, forthe

rest of oy life”

Mz Mattoo's memodr podgnant by
mirrorsthe contours of loss and
displacement as It [lfustrates the sharp
edges ol nomudic living and the search
for home by turning memory into
remarkablecolourful curiosities,

Thee reviewer i a Delhi-bosed wiiter; erithc,

for her Mand In herwaning years.

in Mitan during ajunior year sbroad to Heix by
i sut placest lar Imstag T inftrnke. J.wx.\kwm i
nn individual's growth through TwittersX
o0 @0 o o0 &0



