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Stop the free fall

India and Canada must not allow
their ties to deteriorate further

he diplomatic row between India and Ca-
nada hus, as expected, begun to impace
cople who have ties with both coun-
tries. The unusual manner in which Canada
made public its understanding that Indian offi-
cials were somehow involved in the 2023 murder
of Khalistan activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar has de-
railed bilateral relations. Washington's allega-
tions regarding the plot against Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun further complicated matters, On
November 3, a camp on the premises of the Hin-
du Sabha Mandir in Brampton, which was organ-
ised by the Indian mission to provide consular
services, was violently disrupted by Khalistan ac-
tivists, Later, a protest by a Hindu group also led
to violence, Prime Minister Narendra Modi de-
seribed the violence at the mandir as “deliberate”
and attempts to intimidate Indian diplomars as
“cowardly”. Canadian Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau termed the incident "unacceptable”. At
least two people linked to Nijjar have been re-
portedly arrested by the police in Canada, One of
them is wanted in India. An estimated 19 lakh pe-
ople, ar about 4% of Canada’s population, are of
Indian origin. Many of them maintain close ties
with India and require varied consular services,
That a small violent Broup can even disrupt
routing diplomatic functions is a sad commen-
tary on Canada’s standing as a stable democracy
where the rule of law is supreme, The Canadian
government must ensure that Indian diplomats
are secure, India and Canada should not encour-
age or tolerate any kind of mobilisation that caus-
es communal rift in either country, Indin's dias-
pora engagement must unfailingly reflect the
multi-religiows character of the nation, India-Ca-
nada bilateral trade in goods and services com-
bined is around §19 billion. It was expected o be
boasted further through a bilateral trade treaty,
but negotiations on this are now stalled. Both
countries have been careful so far to insulate
their economic relations, but disruptions in visa
issuance on both sides can have an impact, India
and Canada have significant convergence on ma-
ny issues, climate change, for instance. Sustained
peaple-to-people contacts have been beneficial,
notwithstanding the fact that the current turmaoil
also originates from fractious diaspora politics.
Independent of India ties, Canada is trying to
tighten its border policy as nearly two-thirds of
the population reportedly feel that there are oo
many immigrants entering the country, New res-
trictions on student visas will affect Indian aspi-
rants oo, While a complete normalisation of ties
cannot be guick, both countries can and muse
avoid disruptions o their consular services,

No time lost

In calls with world leaders, Donald

ol

ithin a week of winning the 1.5 elec-

toral mandate, including its popular

vote, U5 President-elect Donald
Trump seems ready to pick wp from where he left
off in 2020, He has begun announcing his nomi-
nees for key posts including his National Securit
Adviser, Border and Immigration agency hnmi
Environmental Protection Agency chief, UN Am-
bussador, and is completing the process for more
senior posts, He is also relying more on his family
than on blican Party besses, His son Don Jr.,
is leading the vetting process, saying that loyalty
is the most important qualification, and he would
pick candidates whio "don't think they know bet-
ter” than his father. Mr. Trump has received calls
from Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and the
leaders of Australia, China, France, Japan, South
Korea and the UK., among others, Calls with Uk-
rainian President Zelenskyy and lsraeli Prime Mi-
nister Metanyahu were aimed at ensuring that the
twor major world conflicts are wound down. Here
ton were shades of Mr. Trump's unorthodog be-
havieur from his previows tenure: billionaire as-
sociate Elon Musk was a part of the call with Mr.
Zelenskyy. Details of another call, allegedly with
Russian President Viadimir Putin, were leaked w
a leading U5, daily, but the Kremlin called it
“pure fiction", In what can only be seen as an im-
itation of Trumpian style, Indonesian President
Prabiows Subianto released his comversation with
Mr, Trump on social media, The call with Mr. Mo-
di appeared to have rekindled the friendship
from Trump 1.0, with Mr, Trump's praise of Mr.
Modi and the Indian readout recalling the Hous-
ton and Ahmedabad rallies.

While it is clear that Mr. Trump's unpredicta-
ble flourishes and hyperbole remain, New Delhi
miust be prepared that the substance of his bilat-
eral agenda is unchanged despite the strides in
ties since 2020, Mr. Trump's declarations on
trace should be taken seriously — he withdrew In-
dia's GSP status for exports over high tariffs in
2019, and his desire to build American mamifac-
turing will clash with the ‘Make in India" pro-
gramme and the 2021 PLI benefits scheme, His
niew partnership with Elon Musk may mean that
India will be expected o consider demands from
Tesla and Starlink for special duty waivers and
tax holidays, as much as it has for other sectors
Mr, Trump favoured in the past, such as the Tel-
lurian Mol for LNG purchases (2009) or real es-
tate projects. While the Trump administration
and the Modi government will have more aligned
policies on China, the West, South Asia and the
Indo-Pacific, they will probably differ over Iran,
the UN, immigration and subsidies. New Delhi
will need to study Mr. Trump's nominees, decid-
ing chearly where it is willing to concede to the in-
coming LS. administration and where it intends
o stand Arm,

Debating the ‘healthy longevity initiative’

nce in a while, the World Bank

publishes a visionary and profound

repart on an important aspect of

Tuman well being, A case in point is
*Unlocking the Power of Healthy Longevity:
Demographic Change, Non-communicable
Diseases, and Human Capital’ that was published
in Washington DC in September 2024, A
significant demographic transformation is
underway with a rapidly aging population. This
transformation is accompanied by a shift in most
Laonw-and Middle-Income Countries (LMIC) such
that non-communicable diseases (NCD) are the
leading cause of deaths. Most NCD deaths ocour
in LMICs, and the proportion of all deaths caused
by NCDs is likely to surge among them,

Projections suggest 3 global surge in deaths
from 61 million in 2023 to 92 million in 2050, as
well as related increases in needs for NCD-related
haspitalisation and long-term care, If LMICs can
achieve ambitious yet feasible rates of progress,
the world could avert 25 million deaths annually
by 2050, effectively halving avoidable deaths and
meeting the related Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG).

Driven by this concern, the World Bank repart
propases 3 healthy kongevity initiative (HLI
which takes a life course approach. Briefly,
healthy longevity entails sharply reducing
avoidable death and serious disability throughout
the life cycle, as well as increased levels of
physical, mental, and social functioning through
middle and older ages, and short period of tme
before inevitable death (World Bank, 2024).
Whether this is feasible in LMICs, especially
Indlia, is debatable.

Curiously, it imagines a world in which health
care is accessible, doctors and nurses, and para
medical staff are competent, honest, and
committed to proper patient care, hospitals are
well-equipped, the monitoring of patients is
systematic and digitised, and there is an
awareness of benefits of early detection and
treatment of NCDs. While the World Bank report

li hic health amd
impoverishment, and inadequate state funding of
health care, the chasm between the real world
and that which is subsumed in the HLI is much
oo deep to be overlooked. Indeed, a world
without quacks, corrupt doctors, exploitative
hospitals, pharmaceutical companies pushing
unsafe medicines, and patients with chronic
conditions travelling hundreds of miles is
rarefied.

The objectives and the strategy of reducing the
surge in NCDs must, therefore, be modest and
Feasible. A recent study by the writers of this
article of the growing burden of NCDs in India is a
step in this direction.

India’s elderly population, disease concerns
The older population of India is currently the
world's second largest — 140 million people who
are aged 60 years and above (compared to 250

Baghay Gaiha
Research Alfiliate,
Papulation Aging
Research Centre,
Univarsity of
Penngylvania, U,

Vidhya
LUnnikrishnan

Lechurer in

million people in China), Moreover, the mwerage
annual growth rate of the older population is
almaost three times higher than the overall
population growth rate of India.

The swilt descent of the elderly in India (60
years-plus) into NCDs dfor example,
cardiovascular disenses, cancer, chronic
respiratory diseases and diabetes) cowld have
disastrous consequences in terms of an
impoverishment of families, excess mortality,
lowering of investment and a consequent
deceleration of sconomic growth. Worse, the
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s has to deal simultaneously with the
rising fiscal burden of NCDs and infectious
diseases, As a report by The Lancet (2018)
emphasises, failure to devise a strategy and make
timely investment now will jeopardise
achievement of SDG 3 (‘good health and
well-being”) and target 4 of a one-third reduction
im premature mortality from NCDs by 2030,

NCD morbidity and maortality as shares of total
maorhidity and mortality have risen steadily in
India. In 1990, NCDs accounted for 40% of all
Indian mortality and are now projected o
account for three quarters of all deaths by 2030,
Currently, cardiovascular diseases, cancer,
respiratory iliness and diabetes are the leading
causes of deaths in India, accounting for almost
50% of all deaths (The Lancet, 2018),

Underlying these rising shares are growing
risks that are commen to several NCDs. These
include tobacco use, alcohol abuse, and obesity
due to sedentary lifestyles and diets that are
getting to be increasingly high in simple
carbobydrates and saturated fats, Many
papulations, particularly in remate rural areas,
lack easy or frequent access to primary
health-care practitioners who can provide regular
screenings for commen NCDs,

Impact of social security schemes

The focus here is on diabetes and heart diseases,
The writers of this article examine whether
participation in social security measures/schemes
reduces the prevalence of two specific NCDs
followed by whether utilisation of medical
services/hospital visits also reduces the
prevalence of NCDs. As the India Human
Development Survey 2005 is the only all-India
panel survey to date, the analysis is based on this
survey, supplemented by Longitudinal Aging
Study in India (LASI 201718 conducted jointly by
the International Institute for Population Sciences
(10P5) and Harvard School of Public Health,

Even though pension amounts are meagre,
they supplement scanty resources of the elderly
poor in covering health-care expenses and thus
redwce the NCDs, For treatment of such diseases,
haospital visits ane unavoidable. However, travel
costs, fees and costs of medicines impose a huge
financial burden, resulting in large out-of pocket

wide
o be ignored

and indet and immiseration,
while th insurance is useful in restricting the
financial burden, this potential is far from fully

realised due to limited awareness of eligibility
requirements, elaborate documentation, delays
in payments, and rejection of claims,

Diets high in refined grain intake cause an
increased risk of premature coronary artery
disease while rice intake beyond a threshold
causes diabetes, Higher intake of red meats such
as beef, pork and mutton also contribute o
higher risks of diabetes and heart diseases.
Besides, a rise in the price ratios of fat-dense
foods (sugar and oil) aggravates the risk of both
diabetes and heart disease,

Confirming the age gradient, the risks of
diabetes and heart diseases are positively
associated with age. There are various reasons
why diabetes rises with age such as a sedentary
lifestyle, high-calorie diet, visceral adiposity, and
high genetic predisposition mellitus (type 2)
diabetes among Indians at a much younger age
and at a lower body mass index (BMD than the
western population,

OFf particular importance is the Ayushman
Bharat Scheme that aims to provide health
insurance coverage to the bottom 40% of
households, But its potential has been far from
fully realised due to inadequate funding and
stringent eligibility requirements, and colossal
carruption as revealed by the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India (CAG) 2023 (for
example, lange numbers of ineligible
beneficiaries, long delays in empanelment of
hospitals, surgeries performed after discharge,
and utilisation certicates withowt signature of
competent suthorities), However, insurance
alone might not be sufficient to achieve acoess to
quality eare, which depends on health-care
infrastructure, provider availability, and local
culture.

Hospital expenses

As private hospitals are notorious for inflated
prices of health care, the Supreme Court of India
directed the central government in Febroary
2024 to find ways to regulate the rates of hospital
procedures. As the Court ohserved, pricing
decisions must be informed by a benchmark for
price determination, While price caps do
imfluence actors’ behaviour by making them
follow the regulations, these effects tend to be
temporary when enforcement mechanisms are
weak.

Behavioural changes are no less important,
and perhaps also no less challenging. Lack of
physical activity and unbalanced high-calorie diet
promote weight gains. Obesity is a risk factor for
cardiovascular diseases and cf(mmm and can
agpravate risks of cardiovaseular disease such as
emphysema and bronchitis. Limiting tobacco
consumption is expected to have benefits at the
individual level but wider reduction in
malti-merbidity prevalence requires taxation on
unhenlthy products.

In conclusion, if and when these policy
reforms will be carried out is anybody's guess.

Haryana — social dynamics, electoral outcomes

electoral outcomes to a mere number

game, Electoral engineering remains
important but it rides on an understanding of
changing social dynamics. The electoral strategies
of the organised and ideologically oriented Right
are based on tuning in to existing sociality and
creating and tweaking the old into newer
imperatives. One does not fully understand if the
Right is riding a momentum or creating a
maoment afresh. Based on a field visit to Haryana,
after the recent surprise Assembly electoral
outcome, there is ample scope to argue that the
Opposition parties, in this case the Congress
party, are also struggling to connect electoral
strategies to changing social dynamics,

Pse'phnluﬁistu have reduced elections and

Dynamics on the ground

It is now well known that Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) succeeded in Haryana because it managed
o polarise the rest of the castes against the
dominant Jats. However, such a polarisation is
possible due to a changing ethic on the ground —
that protest is the weapon of the privileged, and
negotiation is for the poor. In the course of
discussions with the lower echelons in the caste
hierarchy, they asked how Jat farmers could
protest for twe years, It is only becsuse they have
the money and the time, They reminced us that
the protesting farmers were using air
conditioners and diesel generators at the protest
site, Surprisingly, none of the respondents
expressed concern for the plight of women
wrestlers either. They feigned ignorance, even as
they knew the nitty-gritty of all the other relevant
issues. It reminded us of Wilhelm Reich's
formulation that totalitarian regimes are
canstructed through a ‘mixture of rebellious
emotions and reactionary social ideas’.

If protest is a symptom of privilege,
pragmatism is a privilege of the poor,
Respondents from a weaker economic
background asserted the importance of having a
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favourable relation between the centre and the
states for quicker dispersion of welfare benefits,
Similar pragmatic logic was offered with regard o
the Agniveer scheme. They acknowledged that a
wider array of castes now get jobs under the
Agniveer scheme, and without corruption being
involved, Unider the Congress it was a permanent
job but with corruption invalved and only for
certain well-connected castes. Under the BJP itis
for all but a job anly for four years, It is a different
kind of a ‘redistributive strategy” that reduces
economic security but with a trade-off with social
inclusion, Newer castes now see the scheme as
more of an opportunity than about insecurity,

Inclusion and equality
The dominant castes, especially a section of the
Jats who voted for the BJP, responded very
differently, Their argument was that the Bji
stands for parity. The party's line is ‘Kamake khau
(earn and eat'), while the Congress's is a “dagei
hager” (slang for ‘malpractices’) party. Some said
they are anti-Hooda and not anti-Congress. But
the point is that the BIF had the capacity to
muobilise the micro-fssures, When asked about
the lower end sections, especially the Other
Backward Classes (OBC) that seem to have
consolidated against the Jats, respondents
mrpnzuued that opinion that "OBCs are our
brothers” but saw reservation as a wrong policy,

The BJIMs bid to draw cultural unity seemed to
assure the higher echelons of a sense of parity,
and among the lower echelons a sense of
inclusion, There is a process of a culturalisation
of social and economic policy that allows for a
sense of unity, But it is not clear how this will
address the question of existing inequalities and
why the weaker sections do not perceive a sense
of loss in drawing a cultural equivalence withouwt
economic parity., It books as if inclusion has
displaced the concern for equality,

The professional class in the peri-urb,
wiew the process as different from caste

areas

based-responses, Many of them see the political
ascendance of the BIP as a game-changer. One of
them said: ‘what the BJP does becomes a
sentiment; it is not that the BIP caters to the
sentiments,”

Vater perceptions

The organisational heft of the B, with the
support of the Rashiriya Swayamsevak Sangh
gives it an ability to capture the mindspace of the
voter which no other party can, With a
persanalised door-to-door campaign, Aghting an
election is a long-time strategy for the BJT. The
Congress, on the other hand, stirs o life just
before an election. Further, the choice before the
clectorate is between the authoritarian
service-delivery of the BJP versus the democratic
dystunctionality of the Congress. Jongress
looks more democratic because it is disorganised.
In the BJP, with the presence of the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, decision making is
perceived to be authoritative, and not
authoritarian, for a large section of the electorate.

Finally, there are the last minute electoral
strategies such as changing sitting Members of the
Legislative Assembly and managing the dissent
through money and fear. In the Congress, which
is a much older party, there are entrenched
interest groups, The BJP could have also
sponsored independent candidates in order to
split Congress votes. There are also about 5% of
voters who are always indifferent and BJP* alone
has the cadre to cajole them and bring them to
the booths.

The Opposition parties are unable to match
this combination of a multi-layered bottom-up
mabilisation that the BJP uses. The Opposition
parties are struck with the old patronage politics
but the intriguing story is that patronage is being
replaced by submission. People are welcoming
the breakdown of old patronage politics but have
vet to recognise the costs of submission to a
supra-power being put in place.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Manipur unrest

It is & pity that viclence
continues to stalk Manipur,
with fresh attacks being
reported across several
districts {Page 1, *10 armed
militants killed by CRFF in
Manipur clash”, November
12

State fragile, the path
forward for Manipur

talks and thorough
. investigations into the
It is evident that actions violence are crucial to

taken by the State and

central governments ane
inadequate, With ethnic
tensions running high and
the security situation in the

remains uncertain, Peace

de-escalate the conflict and

Hyderabad

It is unfortunate that the
top leader of the country
has still not visited Manipur,
a State that continues to be
on the boil. Measures such
as curfew imposition are
wieak steps. The use of

restore stability.
Kshirasagara Balajl Reas,

drones and rockets shows

that conflict management is
difficult. Manipur should not
be allowed to burn like this,

dialogue delivery was

distinct. Years ago, when |
met him at his residence, he
recalled his indebtedness to
ace director, K.

produced some legendary

actors, with one such artist
being Delhi Ganesh. His
range of roles cemented his
place as a cherished

Bal Gavind, Balachander, who spotted character actor. He was able
Haida, Uttar Pradesh his talent. to seamlessly slip into a
Mani Nataraajan, wvariety of roles. His ability to
Delhi Ganesh Chennai evoke humour and emote
Actor Delhi Ganesh made a at ease won him acclaim,
mark in stapge plays, His The Tamill film industry has R. Slvakumar,
Chennai
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A mixed report card for the IMEC

n September 2003, the

ambitious transcontinental

Inicia-Middle East-Evrope

Corridor (IMEC) was
anmowneed on the sidelines of the
G20 surmmit in New Delhi, The
proposed corrldor s expected o
reduce the transit time between its
eastern and western nodes by
AO%, and costs by 30%, compared
to transportation via the Suez
Canal. These numbers may vary as
the actisal benefits may end up
belng on the lower side, but there
18 no denying that the new
corridor, onee operational, will be
agame changer for the
imternational maritimae trade.
Therefore, it is important to
understand how the idea has
shaped since its announcement
and what Hes abead o it.

Progress on both ends

Over the past year, various
challenges have delyed progress
an the praject. The
anmouneerment of the corridor
came with much optimism,
Hewever, this did not kst long, as
the very premise which bed to the
conception of this ldea, namely,
the narmalisation of Arab-lsrael
relations, eame to a sudden halt
with the escalation of the conflict
between Ismael and Palestine an
October 7 last year. This crisis
engulfed the whole of West Asia
Tor the kirger part of the year,
which put the eorridor on the
back-burner. As a result of the
temparary pause, two key
stikeholders, Saudi Arabia and
Jordan, have not been able to
make any progress on the project,
Thoagh it may be argued that the
afficlal relatbons between Arab
countries and lsmael won't impact
completion of work on the
ground, the two gevernments,
which will have to work closely
with the Israeli establishment for
the project, would not want the
apties and fts geopolitieal
dimension, Therefore,
implementation on the northern
part af the corridor, which is
mostly in West Aska, Is going to
mmove slowly until the ongeoing
escalation subsides.
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Implementation
on the northerm
part of the
corridor Is going
1o move slowly
until the West
Aslan conflice
subshdes, while
progress s
on the eastern
leg connecting
the UAE and
Indian ports

faster

On the eastern leg of the
corridor connecting the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and Indian
parts, things are moving forward
at a relathvely fast pace, The
ecunomic relations of the two
countries are on a northward
trajectory, which s also reflected
in the increasing biluteral teade
numbers, Post the signing of the
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) in
2002, bilateral trade has grown
Fromm 43,30 billion in 202021 tw
LG4 billion in 200324 (a
stoggering 93%). Another
impaortant feature of the growing
Bilateral trace is the diversification
of the trade basket between the
two countries, which is reflected
in the growing nomeoll trade, The
nari-oll trade hetween India and
thee LAE grow from §$28.67 billion
in 202021 1o $57.81 billion in
20023-24. This represents a healthy
shift from an Indian perspective,
considering that most of these
commuodities will be transported
Further west and north through
the IMEC, therebry improving
Irwclin's export share in the Lirger

region.

Beyond amplifying trade
walurmes, the twe countries ane
also working on the
standardisation and facilitation of
trle processes, Recendly, India
and the UAE launched the Virtual
Trache Corridor, This will be an
ineggeal part of the IMEC, simed at
the redisction of administrative

scesses and time, recuction of

ogistics and transportatbon costs,
and ease of dolng trade. The
streambining of tride processes
wonld not only serve bilateral
relatlons, but also pave the way
and provide a working maodel for
other countries involved in the
IMEC to develop similir
Frameworks for crossborder trade
Facilitatbon,

Adber more than a year sinee the
IMEC was announced, we see an
uncertain western part of the
corridor trylng to navigate
through the conflict and a
committed eastern part that is
Forging new linkages to ready itsell
for the new maritime order,

Further, given the one-year
progress and the situation on the
gronand, it §s elear that enly the
conmectivity aspect of the IMEC
initiative is gaining some traction
at the moment, Other elemaents of
the corridor, including clean
energy export, undersea
fiber-optic cables and pipelines,
energy grid Hnkages,
telecommunication nes, and
clean energy technobogy
eoaperathon, will hine to wait dll
the situition in West Asin
normalises, Therefore, the
countries on the eastern part of
the corridor should wse this time
to develop their capacity 1o
Improve connectivity among
them,

What India can do
Inelia, especially, can use this tme
to prepare its ports, develop
specific ceonomle zones along the
conmectivity nodes, and improve
its domestic logistics for seamless
integration with the IMEC. There
i a need to improve the digital
Tootprint in the domestic logistics
landseape, which will belp reduce
logdsties thme and costs, thereby
minking Inclian exports more
competitive. Further, the corridor,
as ambithous as it may be, iadm
the means. The actual benefits will
e seen only if India ean bnprove
it Integratbon bn the global value
chains, With IMEC, India aims to
position itself as a global supply
chaln alternative. This can only
happen if the country takes steps
towards enhancing its
manulacturing competitiveness,
Finally, it is time to push for the
IMEC secretariat, which can make
the structure and working of the
IMEC more arganised. For
stirters, the secretariat can work
o developlng the framework lor
streamlining the cross-border
trade processes and empirical
evidence-based research on
benefits acerulng o particlpating
countries. This would help
countries in the neighbourhood of
the corridor to better understand
the project. This may end up
generating inerest, which could
result in them jolning i

Reining in civil servants in Kerala

Recent incidents highl
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Laeft Democrathe Front go

vernment in Kerala has
been grappling with two con.
troversles. involving ebdl ser
vinnits, In the first instance, the
Director of Industries and
Commerce, K. Gopalakrish.
nam, caused @ stir after he al-
legedly formed 5 WhatsApp
group titled ‘Mallu Hindu OF
fheers®, In the second, Agricul-
tural Department Special Se.
eretary N, Prasanth  made
some serious allegations on
socinl medin against his senor
colleague, Additional Clibef Se-
eretary (Finance) A, Jayathi-
lak. On November 1, follow:
ing the submission of an
ingquiry report by the Chief Se-
cretary, Chief Minister Pina:
rayl Vijayan suspended both
Mr. Gopalakrishnan and Mr.
Prasanth on charges of official
misconduct, neglect of serviee
rules, and impropriety.

The incidents have provid-
ed ammunition to the Con.
press, espectally since they
come at an opportune tme for
the Opposition party - byelee.
thons to the Wayanad Lok Sab-
T seat and the Palakkad and
Chelakkara  Assembly  seg:
ments are belng held this
month, On the WhatsApp
proupy issue, the Leader of the
Opposition, V.D. Satheesan,
accused the State govermment
of turming a blind eye to the in
filteaton of religlous Funda.
mentalists in the administra.
tion, He alleged that Mr.
Vijayan remabned g mere spec.
tator even as bickering bet-
ween key police and adminis:
trative offickls spilled into the
public domain,

Shortly after the controver:
sy erupted, Mr. Gopalakrish.
nan reported to the police that

l n the last few days, the

his mobile phone had been
compromised. Subsequently,
he dishanded the group and
dlenied that he had sdded ofi-
clals to §i. A police investiga-
ton did not uncover any evi-
dence of a eyber attack on the
deviee. Forensle examinatbon
of the phone also did not yvield
any relevant information.

However, It was Mr. Pra-
santh's posts that gave the
State government a more sev.
ere headache, The officer took
to Facebook, alleging that Mr.
Jayathilak had leaked official
reports to the media and had
also proclatmed himsell the
next Chief Secretary,

Mr. Prasunth was provoked
by a news story, which sald
that Mr. Jayathilak haed submit-
ted an adverse report against
him to the Chiel Minister, ac-
cusing him of Flsifying aten-
danee and frequently failing o
report for duty. The report
said that key files on the Un-
nathi project, set up for the
wellare of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes, had
gone missing during Mr. Pra-
santh's tenure as CEO.

Cling Article 311 of the Con-
stitution, which acts as a safe
guard to eivil servants so that
they are not dismissed arbitra-
rily from service, Mr. Prusanth
alleged thit Mr. Jayathilak had
deliberately undermined the
carcers of upright IAS officers
who had stood thelr ground
against his demands,

Despite State Revenue Mi
nister K. Rujan’s stern warning
that disciplinary action would

¢ of official channe

in resolv

be taken agalnst officers who
violate service rules, Mr. Pra-
santh continued his diatribe
on social media. In one post
on Facehook, he used an ad-
vertiserment of an agricultural
weeder machine developed
by the Kerala Agro Machinery
Carparation, .'Jllll]! with a dia-
loggoe from the Malayalam film
Lueffer, to portray himsell as o
farmer removing weeds - an
apparent metaphor for his el
fores to expose alleged mis-
conduct by his senbors.

Both Mr. Prasanth and Mr.
Jayathilak, former Collectors
of Koghikode district, are no
strangers o controversy, Incl-
dentally, Mr. Prasanth was As-
sistant Collector when  Mr.
Jayathilak was Collector. Mr.
Jayathilik was transferped out
of Kozhikode during bypolls to
the Thiruvambadi Assembly
segment in 2006 for casting
aspersions on an election ob-
server from Andhra Pradesh.
A decade later, Mr. Prasanth,
as Collector, had a public spat
with  Hozhikode MP MK
Raghavan on soclal media, se
cusing the Congress leader of
threatening staff at the Collec
torate. Popularly known as
“Collector Bro™ during his te-
nure, Mr. Prasanth earned
prafse for inftiating multiple
sehemes, Ineluding 'Compas-
sionite Kozhikode', a platdform
o get peopbe to feed the poor.
His effective use of soclal me-
dia allowed for direct engage-
ment with the public then.

Mr. Vijayan's declsive ac-
thom serves as a reminger to of-
ficers that there are proper
channels for addressing such
matters and that social media
is not the right platform. The
shtuation also highlights the
necessity for a sustained and
meandinglul dialogue between
the government and 1AS offie-
ers. Equally important is the
1AS Association’s role in foster
i professionalism and deco-
rurm among its ranks,

Gap widens between Maharashtra’s richest and poorest districts

In 2024, the MVA secured a h

her vote share in poorer districts, while the Mahayuti apy

| DATA POINT

Samreen Wand
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

ver the past decade, the
0 richest districts of Maha:
rashtra have grown even

rleher at a much faster rite than
the poorest districts, A key factor
beehin this is the hastened transi:
o i these districts to the servic
es sector, On the other hand, a
considerable portion of the econo-
mies in the poorer districts re-
matns dependent on agriculture,
Moreover, an analysis of voting
patterns in the 2024 general elee-
tons across these economie divi-
sions shows that a larger propor-
ton of voters in richer districts
favoured the NDA, while the INDIA
bloc held significant sway in poor-
er districts, This beeomes signifi-
cant as the State voles in Assembly
elections an November 20,

For the purpose of this analysis,
districts In Maharashira were di-
vided into five economic groups
very poor, poor, middling, rich,
and very rieh - based on thelr per
capita Net District Domestic Pro-
duct (NDDP) at current prices in
2032225, Districts in the ‘very rich’
eategory had a per capita NDDIP of
over U3 lakhy; those in the ‘rich’ ca-
tegory had a per capia NDDD of
2.4 lakh-22.9 lakh; those in the
“mickdling” category had a per cape
ita NDDI of 12 lakh-22.3 lakh;
those in the “poor’ category had a
per capita NDDP of TL.5 lakh-11.9
lukhy and those in the very poar’
category had a per caplita NDDP
below T lakh (Chart 1),

The gap between the average
per capita NDDP of the “very rich’
districts ~ Mumbai, Pune, and
Thane = and the "very poor’ dis
triets — Nandurbar, Washim, Gad-
chiroli, Yovatmal, Hingoli, and
Buldhana - was 197,357 in 201112,
It exceeded 117 lakh in the three
years  before  the  pandemic.
Though the COVID-9 years nar-

ronwedd the wan the disnariie wd.

ceeded T2.4 lakh (Chart 2),

While the average per capita
NDDP of the 'very poor” districts
Increased by jusi around 875,000
in 202223 compared to over a de-
cade ago, it rose by 2.2 lakh for
those in the "very rieh’ eategory.
Simply put, the richest districts in
Maharashtra got richer at a pace
three times faster than the poorest
districts in the State in the period.

The composition of the econo:
miy of vardous distebets could ex-
pliades the rapdd shift in the districs’
domestic product. Composition is
measured across three sectors:
primary (includes agriculture, al-
lied services, and mining), secon:
dary  (includes  manutacturing,
uithlithes, and construction) and ter-
tary (inclades services, trade, ho-
trangport, Bnancial, real es-
tate, and others),

There has been a significant
shift towards the tertiary/services
sector across all the districts in the
State ~ most notably in the ‘very
rich” districs, where services now
contribute over G8% of the group's
economic output in 200223 (mea-
sured by Gross District Value Ad:
ded or GOVA) compired o 56% in
2001412, The corresponding figures
for the ‘rich’ districts were G61%
and 49%, The dependence of ‘very
rich' and ‘rich’ districts on prim:
ary and secondary sectors has
windled over time (Table 35,

The economic output of the ser
vices sector has also significantly
incroased in the poorer districts, It
exceeded 50% of thelr GOVA in
202213, But the primary sector
continues to contribute dhout one-
fourth of thelr economie output,

An analysis of vote shares se-
ewred by the Mahayut and the Ma-
ha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) in the 2024
general elections shows that the
richer districts backed the Makhay-
uth, while the poorer sectbons
stoodd by the MVA, The MVA se-
cured 44-45% of the votes in the
‘poor” and ‘very poor' disiricts
compared to the 38-40% obtained
by the Mahayuti coalition. In the
wieher disteiets the MVA secnred

sled more o the richer districts

Rich districts get richer

The data for the charts was sourced from Maharashira's Directorate of Econmics and Statistics and Lok Dhaba,
1t also includes The Hindu's calcwlations.

ower B3 lakh in Fr2d
Irvcluscle Mumbal
el

Chart 2 | Average per capita Nat District Domestic Product (1) at
eusrrent prices betwean FY12 and FY21, across fve types of cistricts:
wary rich, rich, middling, poor and very poor

FY23 Chart 1
Per capita
Nt District
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and FY23.
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Chart 3 | Sectorwlse shars In Gross District Value Added In Friz, FYaT
and Fr23 across five types of Maharashtea's districts: very rich, rich,
middlng, poos and very poar. (Figures in %)
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he M@ Findw,

FIFTY YEARS AGD  NOVEMBER 13, 1874

Isracl must learn to live
withits Arab neighbours

Longlon, Nov, L2 Israel's decision to devalue its
currency by 43 per cent has had a mixed
reception from Western economisis. Most
observers agree that Israel is o classie case of a
country caght in the viciows spiral of an
unmanageable inflatton rate of 40 per cent, a
country that lves well beyond its means by
injection of massive doses of forefgn capltal by
way of grants and charlties from overseas Jews
and above all a country which is cracking up
under the strain of its own political and

eeonomic system. In principle srael's

ltest

aisterity programme Is designed to prevent the
complete disappearance of the country’s forelgn
exchange reserves which now are o bare §500
millions wnd sinking at the rate of $100 millions
a manth, Observers feel that while the socialist
Governmaent in lsenel may be able to check the
drain on the forelgn reserves, it may, inthe
process of massive devaluation and imposition
of unbearable ineome tax rates well deseroy the
country's work morale. The curvent tax
structure does not permit "above the table”
wage and salary payments on which a fumily can
exist modestly. At a recent symposium speaker
after speaker came out against the present tax

systern saying that it would turn both

mranagement and workers into lars by forelng
them to submit and sign false accounts for
traviel, meals, expenses for non-existent cars,

eic.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGD MOVEMBER 13, 1924

Everest expedition

Leatielcd (Osfor), Mid, Nov, 12: The intense
physlolegical difficultle W

g b

1o reach rlrhc surmmit of Mount Everest

he attempt
s the

workl's highest mountain, were described o
mermibers of the Royal Geographieal Soclety by
Major Hinghston who was Medical Othoer of the
Expedition, led by Lieutenant Col. Norton after

the retrement through fllness of Brigaed

et

General Bruce, Major Hinghston said thist at
great altinudes breathing was quicker rather than
deeper, At twenty-five thousand feet, seven,
eight or ten complete respirations had to be
taken for every single step forward, Even at that
slow rate of progress one had io rest for a
minute or two every twenty or thirty yards, At
twenty-clght thousand feet, Col. Nortan inan
hewirs elimb aeended onbe stebis oo the
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The quest for freedom: is the
‘Will’ truly free?

Free will, simply defined, is the power to make choices unconstrained by e

termal agencies However, this

definition might be a bit misleading, for human beings are constantly constrained by such outward forces

Prathmesh Kher

ince the dawn of history, the

most central question of hur

existence has been whether or

ot wie e free will, The
question might seem pointless o many
and airy philosophising to others,
However, attempting to answer it is
foundational to our moral codes, legal
framework, interpersonal relationships,
religious belief, and even to the very
meaning of life itself,

What do we mean by free will? Simply
defined, it is the power to make choices
unconstrained by external agencies,
However, this simple definition might be a

mhcllu_r they be physical, psychological,
or social. A body starved of a steady influx
of mitrition and hydration can sustain
itself only for so long; a mind saddled
with trauma will be too stunned to
cog theiently; a society which is
despatic will be too asphyxiated to
generate new ideas. And yet, the
definition is not incorrect. After all, if
consciousness is determined by
existence, then existence
reshaped by consciousne:
between the world and the self is the
conoentric <“'|d eoCentric t(m[rlf[lﬂﬂﬁllr

i one be traly free? 1s not
the human race bound o this principle of
use and effect? And if it is, as all things
why does it have the ability to make
chaoices at all?

Of human bondage

There are those who angue against free
will altogether. Many scientists,
philosophers, and theologians argue that

the architecture of the brain, the nature of

causality, or the power of God precludes
free will. Fatalism, in the sense that all

things, including human set
i he notion t

of ancient India, the Calvinist
doctrine of predestination, the

dstic weltanschaning of the delsts’
clockwork universe, all conclude in
characterising human beings eithe
automata of in a state of providentia
thraldom. "W are dogs tied to a cart.
Somebody else is leading,” as Chrysippus
had promeunced, reducing the human o
rrtam huad firedly been cast in
the role of "man's best friend”.

Yet, far from the truth, the st fined
themselves within a trap of their own
making. If free will is nothing but mere
illusion, then they are acting in that
illusion even as they argue against it. If
one chooses without choiee, as the
angument hobds, then in fact one never
chooses at all, It must then be conceded
that the freedom of individuals declaring
urifreedonm as the rile is a sort of
bondage, If that is true then those seeking
the truth must push past thes
interlocutors, Instead of the fatalism that
fallows in these arguments, one must
sk to understand. 1t is evident that
absolute free will is a fction of human
imvenition, and pursuing a fiction must be
child’s play. Unfortunately, the rational
faculties that ennoble a society have not
yet embraced the notion of necessity.

Man does not come to earth armed
with much except his mind. In order to
feed themselves, early human beings had
o hunt, or plant food. Both require a
cognitive process — whether it be to
understand the quality of the sodl, to
discern the climatie patterns, to
understand the properties of seeds, to
examine the behaviour of animals, et al.
Our ancient ancestors ability to develop
agriculture and hunt or domesticate
animals relied exclusively on their
capacity to continually increase their
undmt mding of the warkings of nature,

ln.'L\JmnmchtuH: was the apoges of
human nature; the human capacity of
reason was its modus operandi.

It is precisely a recognition that we
have degrees of freedom rather than
absolute freedom that liberates the

humian mind.

The philosopher and political theorist
Hannah Arendt aptly stated: " Man cannot
be free if he does not know that he is
:iuh]u.l to 11Lu:smly because his freedom
s s wor in his never whally
ful attempts to liberate himself
from necessity.”

ISTRCKPHOTO

Long walk to freedom
History is a record of the human struggle
for freedom. The evolution of society is
but a contination of biological evalution,
At the outset of existence, the individual
human being struggled for existence in
the face of an indifferent natural order; in
order tomake the struggle more effective,
the individual began to co-operate with
other individual human beings, giving rise
to the collective unit of society. Thus,
history is an onganic evolutionary
process,

The opposing view is to imagine man
3 marionette, a puppet dancing on the
strings of divine providence, or at the
whitms of social obduracy, in
selfwilled action. As such, pol
systems, ideological tenets, or religious
doctrine which undermine the ratioral
human being at the expense of a mob's
group-think, produce at best a herd like
sochety, incapable of procducing
selfpropelling individuals who by
comguering nature comtribute to an ever
increasing share of progress for society as
awhole. At the end of the belief that an
individual exists only to serve commis
onceived either by birth to
grouping based on 'inborn” gqualities or

through ‘divine’ fiat provided by
prophetical writ the cul de sac of
dogmatisin. This negates personal
freedom, which is driven by the objective
of personal happiness; society's

happiness being the ever-welcome
consequence of what comes first
self-realisation of the individual.

In essence, socety is a product of
rational human endeavour; even if it
sometimes does not act tationally. But
then society s an incorporation of
its individual members, Freedom cannot
be a patrimeony of a collective, even if it
can have collective consequence. The
idden of group freedom negates itself, for it
implies that it s the group that exists in
primacy and not the individual,
Knowledge might be collectively owned
but it must be processed by the
individual. There is no such phenomenon
as a collective brain any more than there
is a collective digestive system. 1t might be
hile o feed people together but the
act of digestion must be individuated.
While thL e may be collective edi
thie process of learning is imphicitly
inclivid imilarly, social freedom is
also an expression of individual freedom.

Marx and Engels attest to the aforesaid
logie of individual freedom. As The
Contiriirist Manifesto, often cast as the
gospel of collectivism, aptly declares:
"The free development of each is the
condition for the free development of all”

Will to freedom
I have free will; | have no chodoe but to
have it," Christopher Hitchens had said
when posed with the quandary of the
origin of the freedom of will, The
assertion that free will is a vestige of the
human constitution is an ancient one
is the affirmation that it is a holy
patrimory, given to man by the grace of
an almighty will. I, however, free will is
deduced not from within the evolutionary
process, it dissobves into transcendental
marality, which is the belief that human
beings can be moral only by the grace of
divine law. In the process it destroys its
wery foundation. IF human sovereignty is
derived from a higher power, then it
ceases to be truly sovereign, When life is
believed to be a sequence of
predetermined events beyond human
control, then subordination to
supernatural authority, and in
COnCurrence, its ilﬁl.'ﬂlsi w ilHL‘“C'ﬂ.“.‘IIﬂ
earth, is made to seem as the highest
hu:mlnhnur' imahbe virtue. The corollary
is denial of human creativene:
Choice, however, is not a function of
chanee. Far from being an exception to
the principle of causality, volition, and the
subsequent action elf a type of

i jon. Man being an integral part of
nature, his will to freedom is an
instinetual urge — o manifestation of

natural law. A monistic view of the
cosmos precludes the apparent
contradiction between natiure's liw and
human will, There is no contradiction
between reason and will; on the ather
hamnd, rationalist metaphysics and
cosmological physicalism can be
harmoised in a monistic philosophical
system. Human reason is a continuation
of natural kiw, and is a product of the
causal relationships implicit therein. In
that lies a reconciliation of the concept of
necessity amd the impulse for fresdom.
The rationalist sanction of morality
frees man from the mystic connotation
teaditbonally associated with moral
concepts, To a free man, the notion of
o and evil must be understood by
nice to the rationality implicit within
hirm, It is within the capacity of human
reasan and will to work eut 2 heaven on
earth, It is as Shelley states in Promethens
Unhound: ehess, and rapid, and
feree, and }r\:t. i i ic

i DAILY QUIE

Dozens of world leaders have conw
Parties, or COP29. Here i

ned in Azerbaijan for the 29th Conference of the

aquiz on all the COP summits held until now

FRoM

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian

s so angry she called him

N very complimentary, [m
But the funny thing is we are
eomparing ourselves with animals, And
sometimes we are even proud to be
associated with them.”

“What are you talkmg about? No one is
]Jruud to be calbed an anmal.”

"True. But we are proud to be
associated with certain qualities af
animals. For example, you feel happy
whien semebody says you are Thrave as a
lian’, or you have the ‘'memory of an
elephant’. Can you think of more

armples?"

"How about "to sing like a nightingale?
And when you're terribly comfortable you
say you're SO s A bugg in & rug'

\"Lr). good.”
or to find examples that are
ummnpl:mtn ry. Take for instance, our
mational bird, lhl: peacock. I'm sure you
waouldn't like it if somebody said you are
“proud as a peacock’”

"No, 1 certainly wouldn't. And you
waouldn't like it either if somebody said
Yol were ‘cunning as a fox' or ‘timid as a
mouse"

"Me? Timid as a mouse? Certainly not,
Tm more like a tiger”

A paper tiger, you mean.”

"A paper tiger? What's that?"

A paper tiger is 2 _',-thmg that looks
]J[ml."ﬂul bust actially isn

"Can | say that Raju is a paper tiger?”
your can. The term “paper tiger'
i be used to refer toan institution, a
COUNLTY 0F & person.”

“Well, I'm eertainly not that person.
And Pmnot as timid as o mouse eith

" you'ne too nice a person to be
called a rat”

" rat? Can you call a person a ra?”

"Yes, IF you call someone a fat, you
mean that the person concerned is an

i Rat’ also means a

er from a party, cause, difficult
situation, ete; a turncoat, a worker who
refiises bo join a strike
n many American films, I've often
heard characters say ‘don't rat on me’,
What does that mean
1F you rat on me, for instance, you
watled reve n[tmn:lﬁtm about mae to
someone

".-\nd by |Ju|11r. th

st siy.

exactly it. You would be
dislowal to me. So remember, never rat on
anyone. Oh, by the way, you can also rat

i paliticians are
loirig all the i I)\lnngclLL‘hs:ns they
make all kinds of promises....
"o and afver elections, they are ratting

an them!™

"Yes, Remember you are taking me toa
film tomorrow.

"Don't worry. | am not thinking of
ratting on our deall”

Pubdished in The Hindu on Jamuary 1,
1994,

Word of the day

Sinadhu & . Questions and Answers to the previous 0 bduracy

QUESTION & day"s dally quiz: 1. This Chief Justice af the by virtise of balng wny g and
(9 At this meeting In 2001, Supreme Court died while serving office, inflenibile
QUESTION 1 negatiatons wia ped up the and was knighted by the British Crown In

1943 Ans: H.J. Kanla SYNonNYm: adamance
2. This Chief Justice of Indla also served as
acting Prasident of Indis during his tenure,

Ans: Mohammad Hidayatullah

t's start with a fairly wark ¢
one, What | the af Actia

name of the environmental

the Buenos Aires Plan
n, finalising mast of the
s and setting

Usage: rhe administrator was known for her
abduracy even whan there was proaf that she was

aperational de

agreament which acts as a o ta ratify
framewark for these 3. This €1 was an the flve-judge Bench that wrang.
' N Iivered the settlement order In the Bhopal
conferences? questior deliver P —m—
N eomplete package of decisions gas tragedy case. Ans: Ranganath Mishra Pronunciation: newsthive/obduracypro
' : . This CJI, a year after he stepped down as n "
QUESTION 2 knawn as?
This was an international Y Chief Justice, was nominated to the Rajya International Phonetic
treaty which extended the QUESTION S Sabiha. Ans: Ranjan Gogol Alphabet: rob.do.asiy, i-dio
1092 framewor swer b This fund for climate finance 5. This to-be CJ1 will be the first woman
question 1), This was has an chjective Chief Justice of India. Ans: BV,
Inv Jagan in 1997, Magarathna

Wisual: The abjects the Lady Justice i
carrying, and the objects the alder Lady
Justice was halding. Ans: Constitution; &
sword and the scales of justice

Early Birds: Tito Shiladitya| Plyali Tull| W, K
Sudhakar| Sonall Das| Sumana Dutta

alled?
For feedback and suggestions for
Tet & Contest, please write bo
letvers@the hindu, ca.ln
with the subject ‘Text & Contest’

and mitlgation ac
fund was an oute
COP1E, which was held in
Cancun, Mexlco, What |s the
fund called?

Visual question:
Thisimage signifies the ratification of which proposal? Inwhich year was this
shgned? What Is the goal?

held in 19957
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
The magnitude of the

Extortion calls to Delhi

THE#&®=HINDU

Number of people

The first all'women

Market investors' loss

Sikkim earthquake on

businessmen in the

arrested in Thane

reserve battalion for

amid mass stock

Tuesday

A mild earthquake

3 measuring 3.5 magnitude

. jolted some parts of Sikkim
on Tuesday, officials said. There was no
report of any damage ta property or loss of
life, they sald. The epicentre of the mild
earthquake was located 16 km west of
Gangtok at a depth of 5 km. em

last 300 days

The majority of these
160 calls originate from

foretgn-based gangsters
o their assaciates, using Volce Over
Internet Protocel of international phone
numbers, palice sources said on Tuesday.
Last week, seven such cases were reported
i just four days. e

ahead of State polls

As part of an ‘All Qut
Operation’ to crackdown

maintain law and ceder in Thane, the
palice arested 105 persons for various
offences, ahead of the Novernber 20
Maharashtra Assembly polls. During the
aperatien, they selzed 43 weapans, rm

on criminal activities and

the CISF

LO

From within the sanctioned manpawer of
the force of about two lakh personneal.
These units are kept In reserve and used as
reinforcement when the force gets a new
Job like duties of conducting elections. sn

women. Officials
said that the unit
will be raised

correction

in 7 lakh crore. A
sharp fall in the

equity market made

irvestors poorer by 75.29 lakh crare on
Tuesday when the BSE benchmark Sensex
tumbled by B20.97 points or 1.03% to
settle at 78,675,148, m

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAN

FULL CONTEXT

Sarthak Bagchi
Vignesh Karthik K.R.
Susmit Panzade

Eradip Kapse
Sumeet Gurli

ince 1960, Maharashtra's politics

has been Largely dominated by

the Congress party through a

cross-sectional alliance between
the dominant Maratha-Kunbi caste group
and suppart from Dalits and Muslims - a
strategy termed “babjan politics™ put
forth by Y.B. Chavan. This model ensured
prolonged Congress rule as successive
leaders replicated it. The emergence of
the Bharatiyva Janata Party (B]P) and the
Shiv Sena in the 1990s, however,
introduced a new dynamic. These parties
emphasised Hindutva and regional pride,
and altered the State’s political discourse
amid economic transitions.

The caste factor

Caste remains pivotal despite
expectations that progressive movements
and economic growth would diminish its
influence. The Marathas hold dominant
positions due to their numerical strength,
land ownership, and control over sugar
cooperatives and local governance, They
legitimise their dominance thr
historical Agures such as Chhatrapal
Shivaji Maharaj. Non-Brahmin
mobilisations, which have shaped
maodern poditics, are now reluctant o
accept Brahmin leaders like Manohar
Joshi or Devendra Fadnavis, On the other
hand, the BJP has mobilised Other
Backward Classes (0BCs) like the Malis,
Dhangars, and Vanjaris to counterbalanee
Maratha hegemony, with leaders like
Gopinath Munde consolidating OBC
support. Dalit politics is also significant,
with parties like the Republican Party of
India (Athawale) and the Vanchit Bahujan
Aaghadi (VBA) representing the interests
of Dalits, particularty the Mahars in
regions like Vidarbha, Regional
disparities, such as Vidarbha's agrarian
distress and demand for separate
statehood, further complicate the
landscape, as do the issues of
Murmbai-Thane and the unigue
socio-cultural fabric of the Konkan region.

Each sub-region experiences shifting
party dominance. Vidarbha, once a
Congress bastion, now sees close contests
with the BJP, which has expanded its
influence and leadership in this area.
Western Maharashtra is dominated by
cooperative society leaders who switch
between the Congress and the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCF). The BfP's
emergence here depends on co-opting
the local elites. The Konkan and Mumbai
regions have long been Shiv Sena
stromgholds, with the party now gaining
ground in Marathwada as well.

Other parties have generated influence
by co-opting bocal elites rather than
building grassroots support. The
dominance of local elites and their
factional networks over ground level

isations leads to hyper-localised
politics, even as State-wide issues
dominate the discourse.

Maharashtra's politics are thus a
confluence of caste equations, regional
aspirations, economic interests, local elite
dominance, and strategic party
MANOEUVTES.

On party splits

Maharashtra’s traditiomally bipolar party
system fragmented significantly during
the 2004 Assembly elections when the

e maine narties contested
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Why is Maharashtra poll fray fragmented?

Maharashtra’s traditionally bipolar party system was torn apart during the 2014 Assembly elections when the four major parties contested independently. This
division has led to confusion and cynicism within the electorate due to perceived opportunism and erosion of ideological commitments

~ I

independently. Post-poll alliances and
subsequent deavages led to further
fragmentation after the 2019 elections.
The Shiv Sena split into two factions led
by Eknath Shinde and Uddhav Thackeray
(UBT), while the NCP split between
Sharad Pawar and Ajit Pawar, This
reshaped the political landscape, with the
2024 Assembly elections seen as a test of
each faction’s legitimacy.

The BJI* has become a formidable force

regional Hindutva appeal.

After an uneasy alliance with the BJP
past2014, the Shiv Sena joined the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) coalition with the
NCP and the Congress in 2019 to keep its
political identity intact. In 2022, the
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena faction and
the Ajfit Pawar-led NCP faction allied again
with the BJP. Mr. Shinde thus became
Chief Minister.

This fragmentation resulted in two
alliances, each with three parties: the
MVA (Shiv Sena UBT, NCP Sharad Pawar,

NCP Ajit Pawar, BIP). Thus, the electorate
Faces confusion and cynicism due to
perceived opportunism and erosion of
ideological commitments. Seat-sharing
dilemmas have led to increased rebel
canididates and voter disil]

prioritise strategic gains over ideological
Consistency.

‘While this fragmentation has
introduced instability, it has also
heightened political swareness and led to
alternative platforms which align with
specific regional, caste-based, or
economic interests, It compels parties to
address localised issues more earnestly,
and has ked to the increased

reneesentation of marsinalised sronms

but face challenges countering Shiv Sena’s

Congress) and the NDA (Shiv Sena Shinde,

illusionment. The
electorate feels unaccounted for as parties

7
K

Fractured polities: Maharashira Deputy CM Devendra Fadnaws pays tribute to B.R. Ambedicar during an election campaign in Magpur on November 11 an

The diminishing role of ideology
Political alliances in Maharashtra are
driven by leaders with their force of
personality, patronage networks, caste
groups, and diminishing ideological
distinctions, Charismatic leaders like
Sharad Pawar, Devendra Fadnavis, and
Uddhav Thackeray play pivotal roles due
to their regional and community bases,
Patronage networks, especially in
cooperatives controlled by the Maratha
elites, are significant. Control over
economic resources and local institutions
dictate alliance preferences as parties
seek to consolidate power. Ideology often
takes a back seat to pragmatism, and
alliances are formed based on strategic
calculations rather than shared beliefs,
The MVA alliance exemplifies setting aside
ideological differences to prevent the BJP
from gaining power. In essence, alliances
are crystallised through leadership
influence and patronage networks, with
ideology playing a secondary role.
Strategic considerations to maximise
electoral success drive alliances,

Significance of the ATMIM
Muslims, constituting 1% of
Maharashtra'’s population, are
under-represented electorally. The All
India Malis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
{AIMIM, led by Asaduddin Owaisi, has
become significant in representing
Muslim interests by addressing
discrimination, socio-economic
development, and political
representation. AIMIM contests elections
in Muslim-majority constituencies, and
have established a foothold in the State.
Mr. Oweaisi aims to forge a Muskim-Dulit
coualition to consolidate marginalised
communities, though success has been
limiterd at the srassenots kel New narties

THE HINIWN

like the Azad Samaj Party also attempt
this strategy. Muslims face polarisation,
with most of them feeling that they are
being taken for granted by traditional
parties within the MVA, which has offered
Iimited tickets te Muslim candidates. The
Shiv Sena (UBT) has adjusted its rhetoric
to appeal to Muslim voters, a significant
shift from its past Hindutva stance.
Conversely, the BJP and its allies have
employved polarising narratives to
eonsolidate Hindu votes.

AIMIM's rise has prompeed
mainstream parties to reassess strategies
to patronise Muslim support. The
Congress and the NCP emphasise
minarity welfare and oppasition to
communal politics. Past attermpts to
provide reservations for Muslims were
reversed by the BIP-led government.

While AIMIM had electoral success in
alliance with the VBA in 2019, the
Dialit-Muslim consolidation has shifted
toward the MVA. There is a consensus
among Muslims to avoid wasting votes on
parties unlikely to win, and focus on
defeating the BJP and its allies. The Ajit
Pawar faction of the NCP projects itself as
secular, fielding many Muslim candidates,
although it is allied with the BJT.

AIMIM has influenced Muslim politics
by directly addressing community
concerns and challenging entrenched
political elites. Its presence forces
mainstream parties to engage more
substantively with Muslim issues,

Sarthak Bagehi teaches ot Ahmedabad
Uiniversity; Vignesh Karthik KR is a
postdoctoral research fellow at
KITLV-Leiden; Susmit Panzade, Pradip
Kapse, and Sumeet Gurli are researchers
based in Maharashtra. This is the forst
article in a two-part series on Maharashira
nnlitirs
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Caste remaine plvatal despite
expectations that progressive
mavements and econamic
growth wauld diminish its
influence. The Marathas hald
dominant positions due 1o
thelr numerical strength, land
awnership, and control over
sugar cooperatives and local
governance.

-

Palitical alliances in
Maharashitra are driven by
Leaders with their force of
personality, patronage
netwarks, caste groups, and
diminishing idealogical
distinctions. Charismatic
leaders like Sharad Pawar,
Devendra Fadnavis, and
Wddhav Thackeray play plvotal
rales due to thelr regional and
cammunity bases.

-

The Al India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Buslimean [AMIM], led by
Asaduddin Dwalsl, has become
significant im representing
muslim interests by addressing
discrimination, soco-economic
development, and political
representation.
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Team at Kolkata institute en

€ers

bacteria to solve maths problems

Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics scientists introduced genetic cireuits’ in bacteria that could be activated by a combination of chemical inducers;
then they combined bacteria with different engineered circuits in a solution to build bacterial computers that behaved like artificial neural networks

SHICITY

tthe Saha Institute of Nuclear

Physics, Kol synthetic

bicdogist Sangram Bagh has a

mmajor and somewhat urmsual
ol b bkl dntelligent b i,

Despite being single-celled, bacteria
are very sensitive and responsive w thelr
environments. Organksms that are
penerally called intelligent — including
dolphins, chimpanzees, octopuses,
crows, and humans - are on the other
Taiiel mmiltboel halar, with bralng eomposed
of billions of speelalised eells called
NEurons,

But In a major breakthrough, Bagh's
Iinty hans emyeineered bacteria that can
decide whether a given member is prime
anc whether an alphabet is a vowel,
Thiese could earlier be done only "by
humans or computers,” Bagh said
now genetically engineered bacter
dodng the same, Such observations
new ¢|umlurl.1 aboul the mewning of

am Introduced genetic
chreudis’ in bacterta that could be
aetivated by a combination of chemical
inducers. Then they combined bacter:
with different engineered clrcubts ina
soluthon to bulld bacterlal computers’
that behaved like artificial neuaral
networks. In this setting, each type of
engineered bacterls was a “buctoneuron”
ancl the combrination of buctoneurons
behaved like a multcellular organism
capable of abstract mathematies,

Thie team reportisd s fndings in
Nutwre Chemical Bialogy in September,
The paper”s publication has stirred
significant interest among synthetic
biologists — experts who engineer new
abilities in onganisms, For example Pawan
Dihar, executive director of the ©
Centre for Synthetic Blology and
Blomanufacturing, Kochi, said, "We've
an b

entered a new era where bacte
programmed to solve mathematical
problems through chemieal
conversations”,

The ereation of these bacterial
computers could hierald significant
advances in the pharmacewtical industry
and medical sciences and in the
blomanufacturing secvor, Dhar added.

Trn s artifieinl newral network (ANN),
ed noces are
h other inlayers, Each
n it for Inp-umJ.
performs o computation on it, and
produces an output = which can be the
ANNs outpat or the input for another
o, ANNs with more layers can perlorm
more complex computational msks.

Bagh's weam used tools from moelecular
blology w introduce tanscriptional
penetic cireuits in Escherichia coli, o
bacteria commonly used in research.

During transeription, a bacteria
transcribes o part of s DNA finto RNA and
rends from that RNA to mike proteins,
The microbe knows to begin transcription
when proteins called transeription factors
recogilse specific DNA sequences
promoters, and kick off transcriptio

The team built the genetic cireuit
beteria by introdueing synthetle
promoters that could be recognised by
four transcription fuctars, individually or
tagether, “The transeription factors and
promoters and thelr interactions formed
various feed forward, feedback, and
combination mechanisms,” the authors
wrote in thelr paper. (Machine Jearning
muodels use these mechanisms to perform
their calculations.)

In this wiy the researchers created 14
buctaneurons thit could be brought
together in different combinations,
working lke a single-layered ANN,

They tested each combination for lis
ability to perform spec
combination could be swit
the presence or absence of
compoinds in the solution contatning the
bucteria,

The chemibstry of Input and ou
Conventional computers mandpidlate the
voltage of electrical devices mude of
silleon to perform ealeulations, High
voltage s the 'on® state, represented by 1,
ancl low voltage is the 'off” state,
represented by 0. To mimic thisin a
bucterial computer, Bagh's team coded
theeir problems fiest in the language of Os
and 18 and translaved this to the presence
() or absenee (O of the chemical
Irwlucers. For example k a beteriil
computer if & number between 00 s
prime, the wam Brst converted it to
binary, then wsed the Os and 1s in the
bty form to present oF withhold the
chembeals, Eg., the presence of chemicals
onee, twa, and three (01, and the ;
of chemical four (0) would be ne
bueterial eompuiter as ‘7', while the

Is n a Prime Number?

Bits
(X4) (X2) (X3) (X1)

00

ARA IPTG aTc AHL

0 0

Ol alaalc0| 0|
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Ol 2O 0O 21 2O
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1
0

0 1

A bbb from the study showing the input and the autput for a bacterial computer calcslating whither a gluen namber (s prime. ARA, IFTG, aTc and AHL are the
chimicl inclucers, Green and pink boxes Indicate the espression of green and cimsan uarescent prateins, respectivily, SANGRAN BAGH

absence of chemicals one, three and four,
andl the presence of chemical two would
sdignal 4. Simikarky, the team understond
the output by checking for the presence
ar absence of red and green fuorescent
proteins, enginecred into the b
along with the genetic circudts.

It ANNs, the relationship between the
cutput and the inpuat of a node is
eaptured n an equathon called the
activation function. When we write fix, v}
L we're using the language of
mathematics (o say the value of z depends
i speeific way on the values of x and y.
Sirnilarky, the sctivation function saiys the
virhue af the bactoneuran’s output
depends on (i) the strength of the input;
(ily its relative importance with respect
other inputs, called the welght; and (i) a
constant wlded o the welghted sum of all
Tt callisd the bias,

A node is activated when the weighted
sum of the inputs plus the bias crosses a
threshold, The welghted sum bs caleulated
by multiplying the weight of cach input
with its stremgth and adding such terms
for all inputs, For example, for inpuats x
and ¥ whth wielghts w and wy, the
welghted sum would be war + w.

According to Bagh, all ANNs have
similar acthvatbon function in form, The
differences arlse due to the nputs and
their weights. Whether each bactoneuron
produced red or green fluorescent
protein was contingent on an acthation
funetion that eaptured whether a certain
concentration of chemical inducers, their
welghts (e, each inducers ability o
erigger o genetie cireundt relative to ather
incucers), and a bias (which the weam is
yet to explain in molecular terms) crossed
a threshiold.

Aceording to Bagh, the team did this

“by designing, constructing, and
aptimising the ardficial genete croults
sisch that the ghven chemical signals are
recognised and processed by the crcuits
o produce specific fuorescent proteins
{output).” The presence of the fluorescent
protelng could be nterpreted as 1 (on’)

and their absence as O (o). A
combination of Os and 1s could be used 1o
Ficiel the onitpit as “yes" o “no”,

When the team asked the bactoneuron
computer BT is prime, it responded “yes”
by expressing green llusrescent protein
(1 bt mot the red (0),

The computer could also sy whether a
mumber between O and 9 was a perfect
power {a number that can be expressed as
weger ralsed to another; e.g. Bisa
ect power beciuse 8 = 29 and

whether a better between A andd L was a
vowel, Encouraged by this success, the
team e the ante by having the

COMPUETS ANSWET more complex
cuestions. They were able to say whether
el three to an integer would create a
prime number (eg. "is 2 + 3 a prime
wamber? ™) and whether the square of a
certiln mimber eould be exprossed bs the
sum of three fctorials,

xt level: optimisation

reseirchers tested whether
the bactonewrons could sobve problems
that couldn't be setthed with yes/no
answers, For this, they asked one
computer o find the maximum number
of pleces cutting a phe using a ixed
mumber of stradght cuts would create,
This is an example of an ope ean
problem, where researchers try 1o
blentify the best solution from a peol of

The tewm input the number of steaight
cuts in the form of chemical signals again,
Ineluding certain compounds and beaving
others ouit, Since the outpal in this case
wontthed hawe bo be o number, the team
maodified some bactonearons to express
other luorescent protelns (hlue
orange) in addition 1o the green

crimson ones. The presence or absence of

thisse Huorescence protelns could be read
I binary and converted to decmal,
When they asked the computer to solve
thee problem for two straight cuts, it didn’t
axpress the orange fluorescent protein
(0, expressed the blue fuorescent
prreatestnn (13, and didn't express eithe
green or crimson fluorescent proteins
(00). 0100 fin binary §s 4 b dectimal, and
the correct answer. Then they asked it to
solve for four stralght cuts, and the
computer responded by expressing the
arunige fuoreseent proteln (1), not
expressing the blue (00, and expressing
both the green and crimson ones (1),
Together, 1001 s the code for the de
nuenber 1, again the correct answer,

the

Breaking new ground
Arecfit Samal, a professor of
computational biology at the [nstimte of
Mathematical Scien shennad, said a
strbldng feature of the work of Bagh o al.
is that the bacterial computers are able to
work on progressively more complex
mathematbcal and computational tasks,
Calling the paper "groundbreaking”,
Dhar, the Kochi-based synthetic biologist,
sinted the future may not be far off where
such Mocomputers “recognise the
molecilar putterns of cancer ot s eirlbest
stuges, signal thelr presence o
physicians, and administer localised
treatments before timours ever form.” He
adlced that as selentists engineer bacterial
computers with the ability to perform
more complex tasks, “oomputational
tiusks could be owtsourced (o microbes,
reducing the need for traditional
silicon-based compu -~
Whereas fo
redmvigorated his hunger for maore
Innovations in biocomputing, for Bagh,
s engineered bactoneurons are a
ateway bo "think about the biochembeal
nature of intelligenc
(Sayantan Datta is o science jorrnalist and
a faculty member at Krea Unbverstty,
dettasayantandSagrmatl.com)

Wrarmis 1 the first planet 1o be discovered with
thit ald of o teléscape. Pk FHETO

Scientists
uncover a
mix-up about
Uranus

Reuters

In 1781, German-horn British astronomer
Williarmn Herschel made Urarus the fiest
planet discovered with the aid of a
telescope. This frighd planet, our solar
system's third largest, remakns a bit of an
enlgma 243 years later, And some of what
we thought we knew about |t iurns out o
b off the mark.

Much of the knowledge about Uranus
wiis gleaned when NASAs robatic
spacecralt Vayager 2 conductiad g five-day
fhyby in 1986, But scientists have now
discovered that the probe visited ata dime
of unsual conditions - an intense solar
wind event — that led to misheading
observations about Uranus, and
specifically its magnetic feld.

The solar wind s a hgh-speed How of
charged particles emanating from the
sur, The researchers took a fresh look at
edght months of data from amound the
tiene of Voyager 2's visit and found that it
encountered Urinus just a few days after
the solar wind had squashed fs
magnetosphere, the planet’s protective
mugmetic bubble, to about 20% of its
st vodurme, "W found that the solar
wind conditfons present during the yby
only oeeur 4% of the thme, The Hyby
oceurred during the maximum peak sola
wind fntensity in that entive elght-month
perlod,” sald space plasma physicist Jamie
nski of NASA'S Jet Propulsion
ahoratory, bead author of the study
published on Monday in the joumal
Nature Astronomy,

Wi wiotihd have observed o much
bigger magnetosphere i Voyager 2 had
arrhved a week earlier” Jasinski said,

Suich i visdt Blaely woulid have shown
that the Uranus magnetosphere is similar
to thuse of Jupiter, Satur 1 Neptun
the salar system's other glant planets,
[ e sidel, A magnetosphers is a
region of
where th d
domilnntes, creating a protective zone
against solar and cosmic particle
rinciation. The Voyager 2 observations left
a mistmpression about the
mignetosphere of Uramis as lacking in
plasmma and possessing uncommonly
intense belts of highly energetie electrons,
Masma — the fourth stabe of matter
after solids, louwids, and s — 182 gas
whaose atoms have been split into
high-energy subatomie particles, Plasma
I a eomimon feature in the
magnetosphere of other planets so its low
concentration observed around Uranus
wiis puzzhing, “The plasma environment
of any planetary magnetosphere is usually
formed of plasma from the solur wind,
plasma from any moons present ingide
thie magnetoaphene and plasma from the
atmosphere of the planet,” Jasingki said,

At Uranus, we did not see plasma from
the solar wind or from the moons, And
thi plass thit was mensured wis very
tenons,” Jasinski said,

Uranus has 28 known moons and two
sets of rings. The Voyager 2 observations
sl suggested that its two largest moons,
Titanin and Oberon, aften orbit outside
the magnetosphere, The new study
indicates they tend to stay inside the
ctive bubble, making it easier for
agnetically detect potential
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India must cash
in on chip war

The US's bid to stall China on chipsand Al offers
India an opportunity as supply chains realign
US government's latest directive to TSMEC,
halting shipments of advanced semiconductors
toChina, marksa significant escalation in the
global chipwars, The controls target chips of
7T nanometres (nm) or moreadvanced designs used in
Artificial Intelligence (AI) applications. They follow the
discovery of TSMC components in Al processors made
by Chinese tech major Huawed, which has been virtually
banished from mostwestern markets due to American
sanctions, TSMC isone of only three companies in the
workl that can make such advanced chips.

This isn't an isolated action. The US has tightened its
gripon advanced chip sales to China, from restricting
Nvidia and AMD's Al chipsales in 2022 to planning
additional controls on about 120 Chinese tech firms.
The Biden administration’s sustained pressure is
forcing global tech companies to rethink their
manufacturing and supply chain straregies, and his
suceessor, Donabd Trump, is only likely to double down
on this strategy since he was the architect of opening
the US most serious trade battlefront with Beljing

These developments could accelerate the geographic
redistribution of semiconductor supply chains too — a
shift India must strategically position itself to leverage.
Experts such as economic historian Chris Miller, author
of Chip War, note that companies are creating parallel
systems — one for the Chinese market and another for
the rest of the world. Apple's expanding manufacturing
presence in India exemplifies this wend, alongside other
smartphone makers and component suppliers who
have set up shop in the country, To be sure, India has
recognised this opportunity. Its 2021 scheme offering
incentives to chip companies has attracted investments
tosetup four fabrication units till now, but none
approsch the sophistication of the chips central to the
technological arms race. The challenge lies in money,
technology access, and tlent. India has emphasised
local partnerships and emplayment, but going forward,
It must create an environment that attracts
sophisticated manufacturing capabilities. This requires
commitments to safeguard intellectual property and
address technology transfer concerns of global players.

Three fundamental policy tweaks are essential:
competitive incentives matching global standards,
investment in specialised workforce development, and
accelerated infrastructure improvements. However,
expectations must remain realistic. Even with massive
investments, building semiconductor capabilities takes
years, The goal shoukdn't be to replicate Taiwan's
advanced chip manufacturing immediately but to
strategically integrate into the global supply chain
while building foundational capabilities,

Perpetual firecracker
ban needs serious work

he Supreme Court’s direction to the Delhi

government 1o decide within two weeks if there

should be a year-round ban on firecrackers comes
i the contest ofthe city's albysmal air quality. Delhi is
likely to end 2024 without a single good air day, and an
HT analysis shows that despite overall improvemnent in
the Capital, the air quality in eight outof 10 pollution
hotspots hasn't improved much in the last five years,

Given how intractable the problem appears, banning
firecrackers in perpetuity can help avoid one source of
pollutants and toxic residue —at least on paper. Festive-
time bans, an annual fixture now, have been blatantly
violated, with the administration unenthused about
enforcing the ban. Thus, the prospects of a vear-round
ban being effective seem rather dim, Without buy-in
from buyers, manufacturers, and traders, it will be
another conspicuous mockery of the State’s ability and
willingness to effectuate a progressive measure against
popular will. At the same time, it has to be seen as an
airshed issue rather than being limited to the Capital's
administratve jurisdiction — quite like how erop
stubble buming is being viewed today,

The Court did well in delinking religion and bursting
firecrackers, There has been a campalgn to paint
firecracker bursting as integral to Hindu religious
identity given its strong association with Divali, and
thereby equate pollution concerns with targeting of
religious traditons, The Court's observations should
encourage the political class to mould perceptions io
the contrary —if short-termism doesn’t get in the way.
Thecity must also effickently address other (and usually
more significant) pollution sources, such as road and
construction dust, and vehicular furmes, if the right to
pollution-free living that the apex court has batted for
s o be realised.

Expect trade turmoil
with Trump comeback

A promised protectionist
turn, expected weakening
of the rules-based
multilateral rade
order, and the likelihood
of the US pulling out of
strategic alliances, all have
worrisome implications
for the global economy

wo promises that United

Stutes (US) President-clect
Dosk! Trumgp made dur-

therefore, does not bode well for &
global economy that is already facing
considerable headwinds.

The probability of President-gect
Trumpimplementing his prormises on
tariffs seems high for two reasons, The
nrsn is nlsn‘on ness for using tanifls,

in a recent inber-

\ncw 1nrru: thie rmost benuiful word
Im the dictionary s sl It%s ny lavor-
Ite word”, The second reason for
Trum p oy bank o earills s the Biden
dimairtiairabionis actonion of an *Indiss-

e gt of manuEacturing products
Trom India, In his first term in office,
Trump targeted India for imposi
high labelledd India a il
g™}, shugting out American

from s market, and maintaining o
trade surplus with the US. There was

T

their
-

pressure on Indis o mport
the LS, including agricuursl products,
which Indla could resist to a karge
extenl, Alter neeiving massvie support
Tor promésing the use of wade Emm

his conmniry's inter-

Lrial podicy”, long banished (rom the
lexdcon of US pol kcymakers, o drive the
country’s economy. Biden initiated &
serics of legislative actiom o
support the rebuilding of

ng his election

enuld form the core of his
economic policy: First, his
promise to raise ariffs on everything
thiat the world's largest ecconomy
imports by 10-20%, and second, hls
eidge 10 ke manufacuring jobs
m foreign cowntries by offering
INCETEVES 10 ERCOUTAZEE COMpanies ([
redocate io the LIS, Inother words, the
emergence of a staunchly protection-
it Us could be Ln the ofling.
Almost & century back, another
Ilrjnbjkull.lkfhm}m wan the

Ty in
the US, including the CHIPS
fior America Act, the Infra-
structure Investment and
Jobs Act, and the Inflation

focus is on several eritical

pharmaceuti-
uls miedical devios, communications
dlevices, and aos and components,
These

swail
Reduction Act of 2022, The Bamlt

esls, L may be safe 10 assume thal there
will be livte change in Trump's attdnade
during the second term. He may con-
tinae 1o insdst that Indin kevels
the playing ficld by inoesing
i pons from s laegest wade
partner, One key issue thar
woukd be erucial for India, a8
fthe chamge of guard wkes
place in Washingion, DC, is
whether Trurmp wouald hon-
our the promises by Biden,
including the recenthy-inked
deal toestablish a semiconductor b
unit in Kolkati.

Anorher s that concems |ndka s

are Bhely
Lhse bighest pricaity when Trump gels
o ey bountlclirgg bl prodectionist wall,
that

Inrruwlnlul!ﬂnThla clll.mdluhud in

li ks anerbral
America will hurt India’s interests,

that Trump ks opg

ances within the ndo-Pacific. In fiet,
T miaidie & campaign promise o walk
awary from the Indo-Pacllc Economic
Framework (IFEF) for Prosperity thal

of thefirst decisions that Trump made
after walking into the Cwal DMce in
2007 wass the US's withdrenwid [rom the
TP, This was i keeplng with lsis view
{expressed them) that the US would

slgn trade deals only with individual
allies. If Prosddent Trump !rk'lulohll

what WTO promises, The risk of dis-
maniling the WTOcan be phenome-
nal

Historically, bilateral economic
relations between India and the US
have not been casy, with the two
countries differing on a slew of trade

. n =

enrlier position, geo-

tions n!hclnd‘rl’wlﬂr negion cou Irl
alter considerably,

The Trump presidency will also
severely exacer hate the uncertaintics
that the Workd Trade Organization
(WO, i fincing, The first Trump pres-
Adency had set these uncertainties off
Ty breaking the dispue settlement
body (DSE). Trump had refused o
endorse the appointment of new
mibers ko the Appeltate Body ol the
SE. which et thart the setbement
of dispuses between members could
not e completed. Given his oppasi-
tlom 1o the WTO, It 1s likely that the
multilakeral trading system could be
weakened further (n his secand term

the adaption of the §
Tartll Act of 1030, which ru.hnhu

by 40-60%. A trade war followed ui
the US's trade partners retalisted, and
this, in turn, triggered the Great
Depression. the warst coonomic crisis
that humankind has seen, Trimp's
Insistence on using rade protection-

during the previows fiseal year and

13 partrers,
ichadling lndia The present adminis-

I v grovnd dur-
Ing the first six manths of 2024-25,
Maore importantly, most soctors that
e the explicit focws of the US indus-
trial policy are also those trigeted by
India’s Production Linked Incentive

Imvested hoadly in the IPEF
asa bubwarkagainst the dominance of
China in this region; IPFEF is widely
seen as Biden's version of “pivat to
s, it ke hew the b presi-

as president. 17 this happens, the
global econaiy will e in jeopardy as
a mubtilateral rubes-based ramework
is essential for the orderly conduct of
trade. In the absence of multilateral
trade rubes, powerful trading nations
wiould use their bruite foree o extract
concesstons from smaller countries.

over intellectunl property protection
havve often reached a lashpoing, o the
US wade administration has com-
plained that India provides inade-
quzate levels of protection and enforees
ment. These dilferences have per-
sisted irrespective of whether there i
a Demnr:r:n or a Republican in the

may, therclore, play
nulm the fure.

AL Lhe 5ame time, however, India
el the LIS have I plice several bikat-
eral processes that can help not only
I navigating through llu.llrptlﬂuml-
s butalso strengthen thedr relations.
But, above all, Prime Mindster Naren-
clrw Maodi and President-elect Trump
have excellent persanal relations;
Hiow ey worrk ogetlier 1o bulld a bet-
ter future for both countries will be
watched with Interest.

Biwwaife Dhar fsdtafrgieibed profosor,
Compll for Soctal Develapmeent,
e retined proessr, INU.

ism to"Make America Greai Again”,

(PLEy schemes, which are intended o

dency hid designed the Trans-Pacific
Partmership (TPF) Agreemen

i B, one

Hedging against such a situation is

The views exprressesl ave persomal

Fault lines underpinning

politics inM

aharashtra

the BIF o lnrrn mc mmm'nt h’hﬂe such

Mer witnessing numerous political
Ad prominent leaders, and o con-

stant tug of war for power, six
prominent parties will undergo o Homus test
an November 20 a8 Maharashira goes 1o the
polls. The 2024 sssembly election is unpreos-
dented in many ll‘l,'li’-il has alsa
some of the crucial fault lines in the sate’s
pedivics that arellkely tovshape its electoral
and polirical discourse. Thisarticle presents
five swch fault lines and the complex web of
challenges that these pose,

Relance on freebies; Campaigns in the
stase are dominated by sops and freebies like
Majhi Lacki Bahin Yojana, free LPG cylin-
ders, and [ree pllgrimages for senior citizens.
There seems o be competiton between the
Mahoyutl and Maha Vikas Aghed| on such
announcements, Most of these schemes tar-
gt women voters, wha form nearly
hall of the state’s electorate. The
growing over-reliance on such
short lerm appeasement measures
underines the bong-term il ure of
succeasive governments in effoc:
tively prioritising a wellare agenda
for the state, To begin with, there
are concerns over women's safety
and welkbeing. In adedition, over the
past twodecades. Maharashtra has
slipped on key developrmeil indicators. s
Gross Domestic Product (GDF) growth has
dropped by two percentage points over the
last 14 years, as per a recent report of the
Economic Advisory Council 1o the PM. Gov-
ernment school students in the state per-
formed much poorer than before in arith-
metlc and reading skills, as per the Annual
Stmus of Education Report (ASER) 2022 The
Inddia Unemployment Report 2023 from the
International Labour Organization stated
that the proportion of educated unemploy-
mentin Maharsbira wos 15% in 2022, an I
rise From o decade ago. Instesd of addressing
these fundamental concerns. parties are dol-
ing out frechies for electoral gains,

Fluid altiarces and stifting kayalties: The saf
fron alliance (Bharatiya Janat Party-Shiv
Sema) breaking post the 2019 assembly polls
led tothe formation of the Maha Vikas Aghadi
~— soen as an unnatursl alEance bevween par-
ties of very distint ideologics (the Congress,
the Nationaliss Congress Party, or NCP, and
Shitv Sena), Thelr govemment was short-lived,
and we saw the Miggest vertical splits in two
parties, the Shiv Sena and the NCP, with the

larger constituents of both joining hl.I.I'I.I.H\‘lﬂI

Drespite mearly halfl ivs population being

P il
of cancerted efforts toudress the
agrarian crisks Lo Maharashira o

Sanjay
Patil

dinn poll-
tics anymore, Ihv dcl‘enln.g lacllnn: retained
the original party names and symbols, which
erented] confusion amang voters. This com-
pletely undermined the traditional equations
that usually detormine poll outoomes — long-
term alliances, ideological preferences, and
drebovad i i

i
<ol culiue; money, 'hﬁ'gﬁ:ﬁ D%Lilirfl
opportunism have assumed a ok than
they had earlier,

Disregrrd for agrarion distress and climate:
indrceed challenges: A recemt repon by the
Centre for Schence and Environment reveals
that 60% of the crop damage in the country
I 2024 ocourred In the state, Desplie nearly
hall its population beng dependent on agrl-
cubture, there s a back ol concertod efforts 1o
ackdress the ngrarian crisls and climate-in-

Auced challenges in the state, Politi-

ANTONIO GUTERRES

W
Develog

2 nations must not

ku empty-handed. A deal
1 confident it

India needs to leverage
Trump’s China antipathy

s oot bt XS evatshuandling of Cosid =19 bed
10 his ot in the 2030 election. Thlu mllpﬂlhy

(LIS) Presiclent, has lod 1o p

he checioral victory of Donakl Tremp,
I aned b comebock asllm Unied Smcs
nulln:nmhmn d!h ndumrmnrnum:

e cal parties seem
.. plan 1o address this beyond immed)-
ate mensures such as boan wakvers,
The demand for the Maratha neser-
vation has rosts in the socio-ceo-

nantly agmrlan While parties
across the palitical spectrum are

ng to appease the community,
ghven its electoral hefL, there il attetion
1o addressing the root cause,

Delay in lacal body elections: Elections i
many local bodies in the state have been
pending for the last two 1o five years, These
Imve e 29 manbel pa | corporations {Inelsd-
Ing two ew anes, Jalna and lehalkaran),
over 200 municipal nnuuh and 27 district
eundls (and 1k dad
I them). This year sglampmlmr_wrrulu
thoms are also yet to be held as the govern-
ment has not decided on sarpanch reserva-
o that is to be done in ke cping with a Bom-
bay high coun order, The delay in local body
eloctions has enabled the state government
0 assert grester control over local adminis-
trutive matters, leading to concerms ahout the
evosion of grissmoots democricy, Certain pal-
ey dicishons within the purview of local bod-
s are mnereasingly influenced by political
comsiderations. The issues of ordinary citi-
2eMS pertaining o “gutter, meter, and waler”
(sewerage systems, power, and waler)
remsain unaddressad as constituencles have
no elected representatives o attend wthem,

Development approach: In recent years,
Maharashira has scen a signilicant em phisis
on high-profile infrastructare projects like
mietro vall, express highways, and the bullet
trudn, n approach Mt prioritises large scale
projects, soimelimes difven by peivate and
elite intercsts, that comes st the expense of
strengthening essential services that would
e directly benefit the broader population,
such as local milway s, state-run roned rans-
port, and accessible pablic reads.

The 2024 Maharashtra assembly election
s seen as a battle for existence for all things
old and now — parties, leacers and allisnces.

i that, it will be a troe test of volers
as thefr choices will determine the course of
the state's politics for decades i come.

Sangjay Panl Is.a Mumbal-based researcher
working ot Maharashira pediries and urban infor-
makiy. His dogioral werk looks af the jourmey af
Shiv Sena berween 1985 and J0FL

The stews expresied are persemal

spect 1o Lhe biclor P
i sl b gt L

iin Ih'llmllm and i th past is prologue,

Trumip 20 may have a profound impect on the

US's China palicy, This is becawse, in his frst

nerm, Trump changed Washington's funda-

W:‘ml}‘w with Bq_llrg Since the nor-

iin the late 19708,

ity e dvtom rmuliy

Far China, Trumprs returm his stoked wor-
ries over iLs political and econombe lrjeelo
ries. Xi has expressed foars that there may be
attempas to dislodge the Communist Party
through regime change: this has found reso-
manee even among the general public, Ecano-
mids speculate that 1 may aot achieve is
intended Gross Domestic Product (GDF)
gmwlh target of about 5%, The economic

entificand culiral srmLmﬂcunahtLl Trump
mooled de-coupling meaning the gendual
severing of the intertwining between

also sought to address challenges in
trade, geopolites and security. The Sino-LS
ke war escalated on the back of the Trump
administration levying anffs on Chines
imparts w reduce (he trade deficit.
Under the terrms of the inade de that
China signed, i agreed 1o Inorense
purchases of American products,
aeddress dssucs related io intellectual
[pruperty, andgive Armerican financial

il deteriorating relations between
the US and Chin fiave Eaken the hustre off Bei-
Jing as an anractive investment destination
for American firms. European businesses
opers na havevolced concems that
diminishang retums for capital invested did
not justily the risks of operating in the Chi-
s ket They bebleve the pro bl in the
Chinese market will linger unne-
sobved, and they will have torethink
staying lmvestod in Chibia on scoount
of reggulatory ksues, priovity (o saile
ownoed businesses in government
procurcment, market-access hur-

nstitutions greater market scoess. HarshV dles, and overcapacity, This is also
Thiee Trurvags sd evsirsistrstionn kabsed lesd Xi compounced by US 1ech companies
Jimping's China as a strascglc rival Pant exlring China amid geopolitical ten-
Thus, national security concerns —— sions,

becarme paramount and led tocurbs India shouwld iry to keverage the
on Chinese investment in sensitive churn toits advantage. Prime Min-
sectors, restrictions on Chiness ster (PM) Narendra Modi has been
miapors like Huawel and ZTE. and a one of the first keaders 1o connect
thrust on countering Chinese influ- with Trumip afier his win. Modi has
moe in tedeoom networks, cellphone Ealpi[ sought o build an the reaions deve
app ecosystems, and clowd comput-— pankikar wrddunng the first Trump presi-
[

I'IC?‘ mequmlw 15 gz D use

e Blden acmisisraion has bk
o thits foundation, constricting flows
of serwsltive Lechmology, v tmernt i buman
capital 1o China, I Jpnlsu wddru; 10 have s

[ the West with

China o attract more invesiment?
Unber the first Trump preshdency, milivary
cooperation Mourished as evidenced by the
toni

allles on
u-mu:maunmml&md—
oy like clectric vehices, Use US hit back with
nariffs on the same. Thus, the political agenda
wecroas Republican and Democras administra-
tions has becn o csenlate mensunes that China
pereeives as secking 1o contain it
On the campadgn trail. Tramp sought 1o
Testore. .Amerlm Drlmx‘yln m:rluhr[urirg
and Xi's Chima M
itive that soeks o build d ominanoe in impor-
fant sectons like advancod information kechnok
mfm nimerical conitrol mach nery,
avtation equipment, maritime eng-
mecring technology, sophisticated mil equip-
L, eTeeriysaving w}lldu.dmﬂu’jp
Intr!.lgnt\dml machinery, biopharmaoeut-
e medical deices, He
rw aulau o higgher tariffs on Chinese goods.
Trump's (hina perception is slso coloured by

sigy a While
Inclia and China have taken steps (o address
thee military standalTalong tie Line of Actual
Control {LAC), Delhd must improve its defenoe
industrial complex 1w bolster its deterrent
patertinl. A defining feature of Tramp's first
termy wais the emergence of minikerals in the
Indo-Pacific. Under Trurmp, Qus was resur-
rected in 2017, As Pakistan goes under, and ter-
rorism re-emerges in Kashmir, Incia must
engage with Trump who was receptive io
lnmal;lmuumn in his first innings. There can
et it Wmh‘:lltdhﬂn Washir

tonand Mwl)el}mnlndns nem 5

wl
in the last few years.

Harsty ¥ Bang is vige presteden foor studies, and
Maakeicar bs fettow, Chim Stdies an ORF.
The views expressed are personal
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Foreign funding
Higher FOI will improve growth outcomes

ndia needs sustained higher mw:stmnnl to grow at an increased rate for
an extended period. Given i Indias
ings are insufficient to finance its growth, requiring the import of capital
from the rest of the world, Foreign capital flowing into India comes in
warious forms and with diverse objectives. For instance, some foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) may be coming just to take advantage of the interest-rate dif-
ferential between India and their home country, say, the United States. Such
investment may be of & short-term nature and reverse quickly. The most stable
variety of foreign investment is what is clessified as foreign direct investment
(FDI). Here the investor, often a large multinational corporation, brings a sub-
stantial amount of capital with a long-term horizon to set up a business inde-
pendently or in association with an Indian partner. Besides capital, such
investors also bring best management practices and technology, which has a
much wider impact on the economy. Therefore, from a macroeconomic policy
standpoint, FDI is seen as the most preferred method of capital impaort.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), in consultation with the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi), on Monday issued guidelines for reclassifying
FPI as FDI when holdings in individual companies exceed the prescribed limit.
Under the Foreign Exchange Management Act (Fema), FPIs can hold up to 10
per cent of the paidup capital of a company. If an FPI exceeds the limit, it is
expected to divest the excess holdi according to the new guideli metit

nestic sav-

-

S

ILLUSTRATION: AJAY MOKAKTY

Slowing capex

Recognising growth dynamics is necessary instead of changing
normsto chase expenditure targets

expenditure s not enly evident but it has

already raisad doubts over the achievability
of the target of spending $11.11 trillion, as budgeted
for 2024-25, By way of comfort, however, officlals in
the Union Anance minkstry have indicated thar the
sharp fall incapital expenditure in the firss half of the
vear should be corvected in the seoond half and anmeal
expenditure could be slightly higher than in 2023-24.

5 sbowdown In the Unlon government's caplial

in a rush with the primary intentlon of meeting the
rarget before the end of the year dilutes the quality of
that exercise and undermines the benefiis that the
economy reaps from such Investment. Instead of
quick-flx solutions ke rel hie cash-

morms, the government would do well to examine

- W~

OPINION 13

Ibe studied before remedial measures can be planned,

It would appear that the absorptive capacity of
the sectors where the Centre and the states are try-
img to pump in additional capital expenditure 15
facing a constraint. which needs to be addressed
before any other step Is contemplated. Are these
slgns of 8 more broad-hased slowdown in the pace
af economic growth? The strategy of ramping up
government Investment immediately after Covid
worked for the economy, Has the time for a change
Im that strategy come?

Equally important is the fact that in splte of an
overall decline, caplial expenditure on roads and
rallways has malntalned a steady pace, accounting
fior a spending of 52-54 per cent of thelr annual cap-
{ral expenditure outlay. It would appear that other
sactor of the economy have been laggard, Taking a
cue from this expenditure trend, the Centre shoulkd
examine the other sectors and study the specific
problems that are coming in the way of a swift dis-
bursement of funds,

I = al hile that a mid-year re-g
of caplial expenditure will help in directing more
resoLrces to sectors such as roads and rallways, where
the spending pace has been rapdd. This might mean
a cut in caplral outlays for sectors thar have falled to
spend a large portion of the resources allocated to
them. Cash-mansgement gnidelines should be wsad

wiy the pace of capital spending | d consid-
erahly and introduce corvective measures,
It I, therefore, toappeeciate th o

also to stipul & minimurm portion of the
annual outlay allocated for a certain mindstry. If that

T amnullluw(usedinl]\espedﬂedqumr

reclassified as FDL Once the reclassification is done, even if the holding falls
below 10 per cent, it will continue to be classified as FDI. However, the shift
will not happen automatically. The FPLwill need approval from the government
and the concurrence of the investee company. This will help in complying with
other conditions such as the FDI limits in some sectors, The reclassification
will also be subject to conditions like investment from bordering countries,
The option of reclassification will help portfolio investors looking to increase
their stake in a particular company and boost foreign investment. However, it
must be recognised that FPIs are essentially financial investors and will not fit
into the usual understanding of FDI. Some FPIs likely remain invested fora much
longer duration, but they remain financial investors with expertise in asset man-
agement, From the policy point of view, such reclassification may end up showing
an artificial bump in FDI flows. Them cuuld nlsn be quick outflows, While the
policy ch i ity more easily, subject

rge may help
Lum.gu!atmymndirjoms.thm mnymdup ing noise in FOT
and il 1ding, A better way would have been

o persuade Parlizment to suilably amend Ferma and make more room for portfolio
investors to increase their holdings in Indian companies, possibly with conditions
o ensure the stability of investment. India needs higher FDI and the [Iuw ha!
improved in recent years. However, there have been concerns about

her that the Centre's capital dl

Iying nature of the problem. The €

Last vear was estimated ar 3948 trilllon, representing
a rise of 28 per cent over that In 2022-23, It has been
growing at a rapid pace after Covid. In
the last four years, It has seen & com- ’
pound annual growth rate of over 20

per cent, an unprecedented achieve-
maent. And this growth wes ensured
after strietly monitoring expendimre
disbursernents to ministries and even
o tame and
Stepawere taken toimpeove the quality
of expendimure by making sure thar the
central minlstries did not bunch up
thelr spending in the last quarerof the
year or the states did not substiture thelr
own expenditure with what they were
getting from the Centre,

Now, It seers those guardrails are belng relaxed
to ensure that some growth In caplal expendimure ks
maintained in the current year as well. Senlor Anance-
ministry officials have reportedly stated that curbs
under cash-management guldelines could be relaxed
Inthe January-March quarter of 2025, [nather words,

. §
’ £
£

RAISINA HILL

A K BHATTACHARYA

iiture fiell by 35 per cent inthe fist qnmrdzum -4
for understandable reasons, General elections were
held during this period and the full
Budpet was presented only in the
third weekof July. Inthe second quar-
ter, the pace of capital expenditure
plcked up, bur grew by only abou 10
peroent. Clearly, this was not encugh
o overcome the setback of the first
quamer, Thus, the first half of 20024-
25w an overall decline of LS per cent
incapital expendirure, From October
2024 orwards, therefore, It will be a
difficult task for the Unlon govern-
ment to ramp up is capltal spending
o achieve an annual growth rate of
17 per cent. The question, however, s
whether those p for relaxing cash-mansge-
ment guldelines will have any real Impact.

The problem with the slowdown In the govern-
ment’s capital expenditure is that even the states are
facing problems in maintaining the momentum of
such spemilng this year. Almess all the states saw

and disinvestment, which have increased in recent years. India needs to contin-
uously improve its business environment to attract durable foreign savings.

Credit for growth

Flow of credit can improve MSME performance

t the recently held Mational MSME Cluster Outreach Programme,

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced measures

expected to help micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs).

‘The government has increased the lending target for scheduled com-
mercial banks and non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) to MSMEs this
financial year by ¥1.54 trillion, aiming for a credit flow of €575 trillion in 2024-
25, The target has subsequently increased to 36.21 trillion and 7 trillion for
2025-26 and 2026-27, respectively. In this context, public-sector banks (PSBs)
are expected to take the lead in lending
loans for PSBs was only 9.2 per cent over the last two financial years, while the
corresponding figures for private banks and NBFCs were much higher at 25 per
cent and 39 per cent, respectively.

Additionally, the government is set tolaunch a T100 crore credit-guarantes
scheme for MEMEs, expected to be approved by the Union Cabinet soon. Under
the scheme, collateral-free and guarantor-free term loans will be extended to
MSMESs to boost their manufacturing and export potential. This follows the
Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS), which was fairly successful
in meeting the liquidity and working-capital needs of the enterprises during
the pandemic,

Loans to MSMEs have remained healthy, growing 20.1 per cent year-cn-
wear as of March 2024, Yet, around 99 per cent of the MSME units in the country
gualify as mic prises and lack ies of scale, The current policy
landscape in India perpetuates this problem by incentivising MSMES to remain
small, Although labour laws have been streamlined into four labour codes, they
await implementation. Be that as it may, easier sccess to credit can help MSMEs
to scale up. Recently, the povernment also enhanced the limit of Mudra loans
forentreprencurs who successfully repaid previous loans in the “Tamnn”™ categorny.
Moving from collateral-based lending to cash flow-based lending can reduce
some of the friction in the credit ecosystem. Further, the deepening of the
Account Aggregator (AA} framework and the launch of the Unified Lending
Interface (ULI} are expected to improve financing for MSMEs.

However, caution must be exercised while extending loans, It is important
o ensure that credit push doesn’t affect underwriting standards, particularly
for PSEs, which can lead to a buildup in non-performing assets (NPAs). Since
credit is growing at a healthy pace, lenders must properly evaluste businesses
before extending credit. As things stand, in 2023-24, NPAs on Mudra loans for
PSBs declined to 3.4 per cent, an improvernent from 4.89 per cent in 2019-20
and 4.77 per cent in 2020-21, Private-sector banks performed relatively well,
registering Mudra loan NPAs at (095 per cent in 2023-24. The MSME sector hu
the patential to emerge as a growth engine by i i ports and

growthi

centr and deparr
than 33 per cent of thelr annual capiral expenditure
estimates in the final quarter this Ananclal year.
This move may help the Centre step up the pace
of Its capital expenditure, Bur the idea of relaxing
msh -management puldelines is not a wise mnw in
context, Caplal

their o at A healthy rate Inthe
jpast few years, although the pace was lower than that
of the Centre, But the first half of 2024-25 has seen

the gover hl d the unused
portion to ministies or sector that are in need for
more resources. There Is no reason to believe that
whar ks allocated to a certain sector at the start of the
wiar should be set in stome,

A more serlous problem pertalns to the states'
Imability to spend the capital expenditure thelr gov-
amments allocate for different sectors. Unformunarety,
there Is no coordinated e:mmmatbon of why some
states irting.
ashortfall in thelr expenditure, The fact of the mater
is that states like Assam, Karnataka, Maharashtra,
‘Tripura, Rajasthan, West Bengal, and even Punjab
have seen increases In thelr capiral expenditure in
the flrst halfof 2024-25, compared to the same period
of 2023-24. Equally surpeising is the decline in the
capltal expenditure during the same perdod In states
like Andhra Pradesh, Blhar, Chhattlsgarh, Haryana,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh. Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and Telangana,

Patterns of capltal expenditure have a bearing on
economic growth. With thelr huge spending power,
states have as big a role in economic development as
the Unlon government. Perhaps a small divislon in
the finance ministry or the N1 l1 Aayogoould examing
the capital expenc h

and provide
policy Inputs to the state governments to introduce

the malor states’ capleal expenditure dectine by

12 per cent. In other words, the entire governmment
syatem In the country s facing a kind of bottleneck
in stepplng up its capital expenditure, This needs to

MECESSATY measures. States, after all, are
Important not just for relning in the government's
Ascal deficdt bur also for maintaining the aconomy’s
Investment tempo.

Key to Maharashtra’s growth

ted and d outper-
formers and underperformers in terms of stares’
relative economic growth. One of the biggest under-
performers is Maharashtea, While it led the growth
pack berwean 1981 and 1994, with real gross domestic
product (GDP) expanding at a robust 6.6 per cent per
annum &s agaknst the natbonal average of 5.3 per cent,
its subsagquent estimated growth rate of 6.8 per cent
per annum (1994 to 2020) was similar to the national
69 per cent, This relative decl arowth
(1994-2020) was unexpected, especially glven the
state’s economic profile and the statis of most of the
groweh indicators across human developrsent, phys-
beal Infrastructure, and governance.
‘Three globally connected sectors

— manufacouring, fnancial services,
and Information technologybusiness
services — played a pivotal role in
India's growth acceleration after the
reforms. Together, they Increased at
& real compound annual growth rate
af 7.2 per cenit From 19694 1o 2030, com-
pared toé.1 percent forthe rest of the
economy. One would have assumed

I ndla's economic reforms, which h&gau in 1991,

that a state that |s big in these sectors SHISHIR GLIPTA &
would RISHITA SACHDEVA

fit disproportionately, Mot
true with Maharashira. It had a sig-
nificant headstart in these sectors, accounting for
about 45 per cent of its GDP compared 1o 30 per cent
fior India at the star of the reform process. However,
the growth rates of Maharashtra’s manufacturing and
financial services were approximately | percentage
point lower than the corresponding all-Indla sector
growth rates betwean 1994 and 20200 The lacklustre
performance of these sectors |s surprsing, ghven that
the state has been either on a par or stronger than
Indiz on most growth drivers over the past couple of
decades, be it a) availabiliy of the educared youth —
the gross enredment ratlo in higher ed belng

rtical f "

the fihe state, which

polls on November 20, bat given that it accounts fnr
14 per cent of India's GDP, a faster-growing
Maharashtra implies a i'as(er-grm’ing India as well.

of faster growth In financial services and information
technologybusiness services, This might be due ma
positive spillover as a result of growth constraings in
Mumbal, as dilscussed above. Consequently,

hal), Thane, and
Pune gocount for about 45 per cent of me state's GDP
and hence hold the chue o demd]lgiuwth perfor-
mance e o
like Gujarat, Kamataka, and Tamil Nadu has been thele
keyeconomic KECs) leading the growth che
This has not been the case with Its three

‘s share In natlonal chemical manufac-
turing declined from 39 per cent to 14 per cent and
autornobdles declined from 31 per cent w20 per cent
(1994 2020),
The Special Package of Industrial Incentive
a.unnunced in 2003 for Himachal Pradesh and
khand tax incent ves to flrms

blggest economic centres, cumulatively, grew at the
state average. Let's analyse the dynamics of Mumbal

Pune and Th what s hold-
Iy them hack.
Despite bedng the country’s finan-

clal and entertaln ment b, Mumbal,
accounting for about 20 per cent of
the state's economy, falled o lead the
growth change, Maxi City real

inws.d.lgiud\ese bwostares, may partly explain incus-
try gravitaring towards them. However, it does not
fully account forwhy Maharashira was disproportion-
ately affected cormpared to other states such as Tamil
Madw, whosa share in national sutomobile production
Increased from 16 per cent to 25 per cent and also the
chemical huba in Gujarat, whose share increased from
23 per cent to 27 per cent in the respective national
wiean 1994 and 2000, Ong

GDP grew at 5.9 per cent between 1994
and 2020, slgnificantly sl.awer than
thestate, with financial

for Maharashtra's lagging industrial performance s
the state's nqmcll\le building laws. A 2023 Prosperitl

Imyg at a paltry l(spemem(mﬁ-m]
Mumbal suffers mainly from rwao
mikn challenges — expensive housing
and weak transport. The price-to-
Incorne ratlo (the medlan price of a
S0 square metre apartment relative to median Bamilial
disposable income) in Mumbai is around 40, making
it one of the most expensive real estate centres in the
waorld, Likewise. road density in the poshest part of
Mumbal, the 1sland City, s around 7 km per square
ke Insg 10 kim for Delhl hy Mumbal

report oftullding laws
In Maharashtra, resulting in large and mega factories
(iof 5,000 square metre plots or more) bosing SO-60per
cent of the land compared to 30-40 per cent for Tamil
Madu and Haryana,

At the dawn of the reform process, na( many would
have expected ashira tobe performes,
glven Its strong Industrial base and generally robust
groweh drivers. The underperformance of the state ks
Largely dueto s KECs, not letting the state ke advan-
e of s underlying strengths. Maharashira recently

started developing Its metro nerwork relatively late.
‘While Delhi has around 400 km of metro network
operational, it ls close 1o 50 kn in Mumbal, with sbour
150 ke under consriction,

Both Thane and Pune are prominent Industrial
hubs In different industries. 'l‘h.ane

at 22 per cent compared to 18 per cent all-Indias b
Infrastructure — per mlea rod avall ghility at 53 par

big connectivity plans for the Mumbal
Metropolitan Reglon at am outlay of 858,000 crore over
the ruext few vears and an international alrpor 1 golng
tobeshortly operational in Mavi Mumbal. Thesa devel-
opments augur well for growth prospects if they are
Implemented on dme. The economic agenda for the
next government s clear: Focus on making

wooounts for about a quarter of th
nfphammuﬂca]g chermicals, andwml]es wheregs

employment, Thus, enabling a better institutional flow of credit in this area

cent higher than all average
fiscal deficit of abour 26 per cent compared o 3.7 per

50 and 75 per cent of th

‘s KECs ] hengines. |
coupled with fast-track development of transport
f lif d podnts,

arganised production of electrondcs, machinery, and

can help MSMEs invest and compete in the market, cent for the all-stare average, among others. Thisbegs  autormotive, While together they grew around 20 per - Theanth serior
the question: Why has Maharashiea slipped up over  cent faster than the state average, it was not because n-m:mrmri.mrrrjhrsm:md Economic Pragress (CREF),
the past couple of decades? Mot only is this question — of thelr core strengrh in manufacturing but because  Thevi 7l I Frie CEEP
. . . . followus, Oniheotherhand, theyalsoses | beenthe prologue, Thiswould have Each person presented s diffarent and
0 Onla SI I l VS enVlronI l l ent IS I l l mehackgmundmdtheplatfurmfm he]pedmadmandnntjlmpmhedthem eachserves adifferent aspectofthe
1 lifebel, and ecology. As Dr Guha
environmental policles. Toread their 'l‘ha(sald.rhm Emuchmbe writes, we havereached such astage that
Howard, Madeledne Mira, Verrier Elwin, incluskon of Munshi s abold move, work: |shed and enl d by, The ‘weaneall environmentallsts now. Orwe
KMMunshiand M Krishnan, Each has s DirGuha callshima "Hindutva timely reminder his ,’can 1 reddesas he grappled with hiould be 5 i l d b
{seand the reach /A list” but his sumedmes-mwusimmnulselves boththe Raj and with maharajas, to get his laryed thelr role, many Indian
here s broad— from poetry and contribution ks important, i friendly d ineo emd.lmmeﬂa]lsnhwe emerged Nowwe
understanding thewaysof nature, to Muchis alsorevealed about how Il the lack of analysis by the author, a reality. Th fowards faced know whosesh
lologicalecol inIndiaduring jaland with their ful methods of Ishall end where DrGuha began, with
BOOK RE‘JIEW Gandhlan villageview, town planning, mlmlalruleandhatheeulydnysu( historian, who has composting for Tagore, This s from a lecture hegave in
hand ia. Theconflict berwean MI[Lenemmlvely SPEAKING WITH agriculturaluse, America; "Takeman from his natural
RAMJONA BANERI tribal and community connections thevillage focu r~’ dhi and the more anth NATURE: The Origins  piowMunshiwas | surroundings, from the fullnessofhis
to forests, trea-plantations from & industrial roure of the first government onGandhiand on ""“ui’" commandeered communal life, with all ks living
it f this collection of il i it nnderszmdnJl\hhmshawqupsewml Verrier Elwin, But intothe Hind associations with beauty and love and
essays on prominent naturalists, | andwildlifespecialise. times Ly irth nthe luithor:  movementafter soclal obligations, and youwill beable to
malnly Indian, ks notable, needed Tty i sk waorksandth his death. turnhim into somany fragments of a
and quite frankly, insplrational, It con- aqiectnfemd.lmmmllnmnsw Indeed, thi i dhi(1928) filexd  Publisher: Fourth althoughhenever | machine forthe productionof wealthona
tests effectively the widely held notions egingthe book: "God forbid that Indians here, weare laft Estate expressly jodned Tumatree | 1 i it
that bove for nasure and the creat d | global should ever fier | wanting, The Pages: 406 any Hindurva will b faryou, but kwill neverbear
adoption of methods that help the envi- lsunlybec-ausehnmmdldmpayheed themannerof the West, The economic author'sperspective || Price: ¥799 jpartiesinhis living flowers and frult.”
FONMENE Are Western constructs and tothewords and examples of those il f asingl woulkd have been lifetime. The Itls alesson repeated tousover and
Inwventions that India has adopted. Nor mentloned here. kingdom late hie warld bn and not writings of ower again, Charle Chaplin's Moderm
does it pander o the equally western ‘Western imperlalismand chalns, ![nnemlrena':lnnulmmlllnn jlmmpuwbdemmaabulalsnm Krishn learthat hama. ded Tirme ind here, Rampant
Idea of the “Noble Savage”, who by his or Induserialisation are the threads that run ook i lainth hand heft tobe kept Iy mew]ldlife Ye( dwelcpmemis]ulu rampaginggresd,
her daily behaviour has some splrinual through the essays because almost weoald strip the world bare ke N ofso i There as DrGuh o women
connection with nature. everyonesawthem asevil, astheenemy Sadly, none of the ploneers, flghle'rs. |5 some analysis, don'tget me wrong, but sinnedmwered mtalswtlnncnn feamredhm Maywe paythelrideas
Ramachmdmuuhahasmllecteda [11] (hemturalwld.&mneofthenames pceuaudwrl(ersomldsmpludinhmn notenough. I toecolc heed,
formidable cast: arewell known, thewo: fi Orindeed, Infact, the epilogue provides some of Anyone Interestad inthe planet, in
Racdhakamal Mukerjes,, JLKumarappa. of Rad hakamal Mukerjee, JL.Kumarnppa merﬁmﬁhewudd Andthatisapricewe | themuch-neededanalysis, whichleads nidia, andl 11 T iewer i mn imcdegrendent joermalis wha
Parrick Geddes, Albert and Gabrielle and the Howard The behind fo one to belleve that it should in fact have Kt Wich it e e i il i
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An unrealised gender dividen

Women today are not held back by social constraints, access to education

=y
e
SONALDE DESAL

AS ECONOMISTS STRUGCLE to explain the
stagnation inwomen's participation in wage
i ia, conservative soc
emerged asa handy tanget toexplain why ris-
ing economic prosperity has not transkated
into greater employment for women.
However, this assumption of social stagna-
tion haslittle basis in reality. The India Human
{IHDS), ised by
the University of Maryland and the National
Council of Applied Economic Research, has
tracked changes in the lives of Indian house-
hakds between 2004 and 2024, This survey
ofover 42, doc
changes in Indian women's lives and high-
lights the aspirational transformation that
young Indian women in the 20208 are living
i i

of age in the first decade of the century,

The second wave of IHDS was conducted
in2011-12, and the third wave covering the
period 2022-24 was recently completed.
Here, | focus on interviews with approsi-
mately 18,000 married and unmarried
women, aged 20-3), ineach wave. Ten years
is arelatively short time, but this decade was
pivotal for changing the course of how young
Indian women live their lives.

Over this decade, Indian parents have in-
daughters' capabilities, Parental aspiration
for their children — both sons and daughters
— has grown rapidly. resulting in a massive
increase ineducation. Today, the gender gap
m edwcation has virtually disappeared, and
girls seem poised to outdistance boys. In
201112, IHDS found that 27 per cent of 20-
29 year-old women had completed class 12
and only 12 percent had a college degree. In
2022-24, more than 50 per cent had com-
pleted class 12 and 26 per cent had a college
degree. More importantly, there was no dif-
ference between the proportion of young
men and young women with a college de-
gree, Thls increase ingirs' education was ac-

or mobility, but by lack of employment opportunities

train grew from 42 per cent to 54 per cent,
and membership in Self Help Groups in-
creased from 10 per cent to 18 per cent for
women in their 205, Even political engage-
ment has increased slightly; in 2012, 6 per
cent attended a pulmral meeting of a gram

I=: i In2011-12,
76 per cent of the women in their 20s were
married, by 2022-24 the proportion had
dropped to /66 per cent.

This expansion of girlhood allowed
women to expand control over their owm
lives. Marriage remains a family affair, but
whereas only 42 per cent of young women in
20M2 had any input in sebecting their part-
mers, by 2022, 52 per cent did. Premarital
contact between spouses has historically
been low, but is increasing sharply. In 2011,
30 per cent of women met their hushands
before marriage, and 27 per cent connected
viaphone, WhatsApp, or email. By 2022, this
proportion was 42 per cent and 54 per cent,
respectively. Many of these changes reflect
how women view their lives and families.
While 23 per cent of young women in 2012

thought having more sons than daughters
wasessential, the proportion had fallen to 12
peer cent by 2022

Young women also began toexgand their
connoction with the wordd around them. The
rtion of women who felt comfortable
travelling a short distance alone by bus or

sabhaorward o Ty 2022, this pro-
portionwas 8 per cent.

These are not revolutionary changes;
women continue to negotiate their lives
within various constraints. But the sum to-
tal of these changes reflects the ongoing
transformation in  the social and
normative climate in which Indian women
live their lives.

However, the one area where a transfor-
mation has not even begun relates to eco-
nomic oppartunities. Women continue to
contribute to the economy by working on
Eamnily farms, and the Periodic Labour Force
Survey has documented a substantial in-
crease in this work, Howewver, participation
by womeni The
IHDS shows that the proportion of 20-29
wear old women in wage labour was 18 per
cent in 2012, falling to 14 per cent in 2022,
Some of it may be due o increased college
enroliment, buteven for women in their 30s,
participation in wage labour stagnated.

The new economic orthodony tells us
that women's low levels of employment are
because of restrictive social norms that look

The one area where a
transformation has not even
begun relates to economic
opportunities. Wormen
continue to contribute to the
cconomy by working on
family farms, and the
Petiodic Labour Foree
Survey has documented a
substantial inerease in this
work. However,
participation by women in
wage labour has stagnated.
Someof it may be due to
increased college enrollment,
but even for women in their
30s, participation in wage
labour stagnated.

CR Sasikurmar

down on families where women work.
However, among married women in our
sample whowere notemployed, 73 percent
in 2011 said they would be happy to work if
they could find suitable jobs; this proportion
had grown to 80 per centin 2022, Moreover,
72 per cent said their families would allow
them towork i they could find a suitable job.,
These donot simply reflect wishful thinking.
‘When MGNREGA started paying women the
same amount as men, women jumpsed in
with bath feet to seek out even manual work.

Today, morewomen work undrrMGNI?I.GA
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Manila should recognise that its collusion with the U
a into a volatile and dangerous zone,
consensus [among | regional countries. [t is pos

China ¢

5 mrm'ng the South

a culprit in undermining regional peace and stability.” = ﬂ.OBA.LTIIE&(HINA

d The shrinking of

Delhi Ridge

Episodes of breathing difficulty were my
first intimate encounters with the green
lung my city had once blessed me with

BY KAU‘:IIIK Das GueTta

AMONG MY ABIDING childhood memo-
ries are that of drivesin kali-peefi (black and
wellow] taxis after asthma attacks. Not very
far from my home in Rajinder Magar, where
Central Delhi met West Delhi, rows of
Ambassador and Fiat cabs used to queus
up, their drivers reclining, chatting or sip-
ping tea, waiting for business — from my
parents, forinstance. My father woukd hold
my hands as | slumped into the vehicle's
fraying rexine seats.

Inhalers and corticosteroids were some
wears from being part of the asthma treat-
ment protecol in India Cough syrups and
tahiets rarely brought relief. But my parents
seemed to know a way out, They rolled
dowvn the Ambassador's windows, As the
car turned left and then right towards a
broad road flanked on one side by foliage
that seemed to extend far beyond sight, 1
felt that the air had joined my parents in
comforting me. A sense of calm returned to
iy lungs, By the time thevehicle had taken
the sctun:l wor the third round of the road

\ddha i Parke Twioulel d
off free ofthe pain what

make connections, even when went fora
Social Scienoe education in auniversity cra-
died in the southern part of the Ridge. At
times, 1 did make sketchy associations be-
tween the nilgais that would sometimes
wisit the campus with the foliage and fauna
I encountered on my taxi rides about 10-
12years back, but perhaps 1 was too caught
up with Marxism, Subaltern Studies, the
Cambridge School or The Nationalist
School, Structuralism or Post Colonialism.
I did not make the connection even when,
a5 a student of history, [ leame that the 14th-
century ruler Firoae Shah Tughlak had basle
a hunting lodge in a different part of the
ridge or that the East India Company forces
camped had there during the 1857 revolt.

‘The Delhi Ridge had, by then, shrunk by
about 10 per cont to what it had been when
itwas my asthma medicine.

A fow years later, on oy way toowork at
Jai Singh Road in Central Delhi, 1 would of-
ten pass by the road skirting the Ridge. But
this was a different road, governed by
phrases like “peak-hour traffic”. The char-
tered bus that | took to work seemed to
«craw along with other buses, cars, two-
wheelers, and three-wheelers, There were
scarcely any monkeys and no people
carrying firewood.

I the mid- 1990s, in response to a Save
the Ridge movement, the government
clamped down on “encroachers”. But the
Ridge continued to shrink. As sociologist
Amita Baviskar and historian Thomas
‘Crowley have written, the criminalisation
‘of livelihood-related activities has only
driven manyodtlu:m un:ll:rgrnund. At the

onstruc-

seemed like hours of short breath,

This was my asthma treatment almost
three or four times every year. On days
when the allergens were alittle less taxing,
Toould sense the car slowing to et a troop
of monkeys pass or allow a batch of head-

tion activities have chipped away at Delhi's
green hung. Today, it's almost half of what it
was in the earty 1980s.

My asthma attacks returned as |
stepped into middle age. Three years ago,
after a particularly nasty Eplsodc alittle af-

ter the G friend

.'\t athertimes, [ hear  drove me along the road of my
Ty pal v childhood. The roads were sparse, much

recounting, like during my rides in the kali peeli, My

the pain. Once, between the W||€I:‘lll1g 1
learnt of the terrible incident a few years
back, when two adolescents had been ab-
ducted from the area we were passing by
and then killed.

The episodes of breathing difficulty
were  alse my  first  intimate
encounters with the Delhi Ridge — the
bronchodilator Delhi gave me when doc-

than men. Imp
systems have also contributed o |n|:r::asnd
non-farm work by women,
O the four key areas that define women's
rmpuwrnncnr pcrsunal thca.qr power in
societal en-
gagement, and access to income-generating
activities, we see improvements in the first
three domains, In contrast, the fourth — ac-
cess o employment — has stagnated. Itis
timie to invite India’s davghters to partake in
the fruits of economic development; they
have clearly shown that they are ready and
willimg to help harvest the gender dividend.

The writer is Professor and Centre Director,
NCAER Data fenovation Centre aned Professor
Emerita, University of Manvand.

Views are personal

Reinventing the erotic

In Bombay High Court's judgment on nudity in art, a lesson and a reminder

ASHOK VAJPEYI

ies could not.

Later, [iearnt that my slice of the Ridge
ws the cenitral sliver of the several thou-
sands of hectares of discontinuous forests
that follow the path of the Aravalli
Mountain range in Delhi and parts of
Haryana. From influencing rainfall and
temperature to recharging aguifers, from
providing fuelwood to cordoning off the
city from dust and absorbing pollutants,

T a
critical rode in the lives of Delhi's residents.

‘With my lungs becoming resilient in
adolescence, this salve for asthma attacks
fell off my mental map. [ did not care to

lungs felt soothed.

Let's, however, not take the analogy too
far. Forty years ago, using a cab was a lux-
ury even for a comfortably placed middle-
«class family like mine. For the better part
ofthe last 15 years, | have used a car tocom-
mute — its tailpipe, a contributor to the
city's now |||lamnus pullum Ioad. My jpar-

Ik halfa fetcha
«cab. [use an app that brings a ride to my
doorstep almost every d

In my childhood, the clty played less
‘of a role in my asthma. & rough compari-
son: 1'was the only one in my class of 30
who had the ailment; today, one in three
children has it. When [ often blame Delhi's
polluted air for my breathing difficultics
today, 1also recollect that the city had once
blessed me with a greem lung.
Perhaps | did notown or care forit enough
to do justice to my privilege, education
and lived experiences,

kowshik dasgupto@expressindia.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THE WRONG MOVE

THIS REFERSTO the editorial, The trade

debate’(1E, Movember 12]. India’s with-

drawal from the RCEP was wlman])‘
TS over its pe

pact on the country's trade deficit, do-

msnclndusrnl:'s and m:lnnmu:gruwth

WOMEN & POLITICS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
women who lead us'(IE, Novemnber 12),

ples of women leaders: Sarojini Maidu,
Amrit Kaur, Indira Gandhi, Sushma
Swam] 1 Jayalalithaa and Mamata

TTWAS IN the year 1954 that the Presidency
Magistrate Bombay in State vs Akbar

" For the purpose of deciding whether a pic-
ture is obscene or not, one has to consider to
a great extent the surrounding cm:um-
stances, the pose, the posture. t

dec ¥

obscene. Third, these worthy Drﬁclals one
from the police and the other from Customs,
have assumed authority to judge these art-
waork without even any elementary knowi-
cdy:ufm sensitivity to modern art. Fourth,
bothi place inacity — Bombay

element in the picture, the person into
whose hands it is likely to fallete.” It acquit-
ted the artist, Padamsee, from the charge of
obscenity for two of his works, Lowvers, that
had been seized by a police officer.

Almost 700 years since, three of
Padamsee’s works (one drawing and two
photographs) and four works of F N Souza
were  confiscated by the Assistant
Commissioner of Customs (ACC) Mumbai
whao found them “obscene material™ and
prohibited them from being imported into
the country by a Mumbai-based industrial-

oF Mumbai — where a crucial and historically
innovative movement for modern art started
in 1947 Known as the Progressive Artists
Group, it had both Souza and Padamsee as
its members,

Inthe past 70 years, modern Indian art
has been widely accepted for its innovation,
imaginative courage, interrogative spirit,
meimention of many elements of Indian tra-
dition and a moted indigenous modernity,
Today, it is globally recognised as an impor-
tant but distinct part of modernism and post-

ist and art collector, He even ordered the

Bomhbay High
Court stayed his order. The Court, while or-
dering immediate release of these artwork,
observed that the ACC had failed to appreci-
ate that “sex and obscenity are not ahways
SYNONYmOous... Obscene material is that
hsexina manner
toprurient interest.” quoting the LS Suprems:
Court in Rath vs UE»\

Thave just retuned from Venice
and London. In the Venice Biennale, works
of several Indian paimters, including Souza
and Akdbar, are included. A major show of M
FHusain is a collateral event there. In London,
there is an innovative show called "The
Imaginary Institution of India® at the
Barbican, covering art from India between
1975 to 1998,

But equally disturbing is the fact that in
the last 70 years, time and again, there have

There are many similariti the
two cases; First, both involve works of a
widely acknowledged modem master of
Indian art — Padamsee. Second, in both cases,
the concerned officials making the crucial

P | 0 e |

been P disrupt, malign, and shut
donem shows of art and artists on grounds
of “hurt feelings” and moral outrage over
depictions of homosexuality, politics, reli-
gion, etc. Anartist of Husain's calibre had to

. T

face charges for painting Saraswati in the
nude when there is an entrenched artistic
tradition to sculpt gods and goeddesses in
the nude, contest dozens of cases filed by
Hindu zealots in many cities of India and
leave the country he boved and painted in
such vivid plurality to live and die in self-
exilein London,

All these events have to be seen in the
wmlcl context. .i\skllllully orchestrated po-
in the educated middle class who have for-

in our tradition, dicl
hyslcal and the metaphysical, the spiritual
and the erotic did not exist. It was brought
intoplayin the 19th century when tlu: mll}
nial policy, more or less, i

ration of life can be adequate without inchud-
ing theerotic impulse, The current judgment
states that the petitioner has correctly

d that “nude sc d art are

f tar-
:Hs wwould bead to a surge in cheap im-
ports Fn:lmClu'na. currrhatinglndia's

durnmmmrﬁumrwmngm-
tion refler

many others Some of
these leaders were born into politics,
whilst others chose this path. But they
all became figures o book up to. But we
should remain mindful of the statistics.
Women have aly ituted a mi-

prrvaJcm inseveral temples and celebrated
for their artistic excellence.”

Indian bureaucracy, with notable excep-
tions, have very much been a part of awide-

mare protectionist coonomic policy. By
ot joining the RCER, India has shut itself
out of a trading bloc which could have

norityin dl:nslun—nulungpu!s.su much
50 that even 33 per cent seerns like an
achievernent. The recent incentives of-

spn:a:l cull\lral iIIiI.‘crac_',' Itis i for
inter

and all too often nnr amng where it is re-
quired to. Both the police inspector in 1954
and the ACC in 2024 are members of the
same bureaucracy and chose tointervene in
matters about which they had no knowl-
edge. Nor did ﬂE)‘ feel :t necessary to oon-

Indi

ultan expertt .....ﬂu:arrr,n—
-~ The

the potertial of i facturi tor

THIS REFERSTO the editorial, The trade
diebate’ {IE, November 12 India’s trade
policy needs recalibration against the
backdrop of a changed geopolitical mi-
liew. The Marendra Modig\:m:r!umm"s
strategy behind remaining outsice the

Victorian morality and several
hinaries on us. Prudery, the assertion of a
masculine Hindutva etc.are products of that
imposed non-Indian value system.

In this sad Ioss of cultural memary, we
seem tobe forgetting that Indians wrote one:
of the first ever books on sexology,
Kamuosutnn, they sculpted erotic images in
the temiples of Khajuraho and Konark, to
nameonly twoof the many. One of the bold-
o5t erotic poems, Geetagovindom, was not
only written in India a thousand years agn
but danced i

gant prudery reigns all
institutions devoted tovisual arts — the Lalit
Kala Akademi and the National Gallery of
Modern Art, bornout of a democratic desire
to promate modemn artistic expressioninaall
its plurality — hawve kept quict. The media,
largely insensitive to the arts, also does not
ask questions,

After at least a hundred wears of vibrant
plural modernity, it is a pity that arts in our
country have to suffer harsh treatment from
ignorant Drﬁaals and are forced to defend
courts of law, Are we, as.a so-

country even now. To nevise, rediscover and
reinvent the erotic in our amnesia-ridden
times, therefore, must be seen as a rehabil i-
tation of the human elements of our tradi-
tion. In any case, no cebebration and explo-

Y J | A —

ciety, losing all aesthetic and moral sense
and feel neither concern nor care for our
own arts?

The writer is a Hindi poet-critic and art lover
P eg—— ]

RCEF tdomestici

Free trade agreements with ASEAN,
Australia and the UK can boost India's ex-
ports. India hasa huge trade deficit with
Chinadespite tariff and non-tariff barri-
ers, China is the world's second-largest

fered by
rargeting womenvaters hint at achang-
ingemphasis A lot mone is noeded.

via email

POLL PLEDGES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ot just a
labharti'{[E, Mowember 12) The battle for
Maharashtra has entered its most in-
tense phase, with both the BJP-led
Mahayuti alliance, and the Congress-led
VA releasing their manibestos for the
elections, It is noteworthy that both PM
Marendra Modi and Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge have cautioned

economy, Therefore, India she

sider the move, To benefit from the China

Phus One policy, India should undertaloe
1

Tradep
ism would likely rise during Donald

uadc;uammmm accelerate the
refiorm process,
Al Thalere, Magpur

1l
state governments' means, The BJP
promises 2.5 million jobs in the next fie
wears, the MA offers to fill more than
1,00,000 vacancies in the public sector.
Folitical parties do not attach much im-
portance to their manifiestos once elec-
tions are over. Whether it has animpact
on the electorate remains to be seen.
Kholcan Das, Kndkata
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A CASE FOR CAUTION

Surge in inflation is likely to push back the
beginning of the rate cutting cycle

N ITS OCTOBER meeting, the newly reco policy ¢

while I:Mpmg the hmchmark paln:y interest rate unl:hangnd had woted unani-

mously ofc policy stance from

tion" to “newtral”. The change in stance could have been due o the committes's
“greater confidence in navigating the last mile of disinflation”, This widely anntlpatnd
decision, which followed the US Federal ing interest

| of accommoda-

EDITORIAL PAGE
A less global

WorbDLY WISE
DIELIBERATE VIOLENCE 18 MORE TO BE
QUENCHED TIHAN A FIRE,

— HERACLITUS

Multilateral institutions will face greater challenges
during Donald Trump’s second term

world

By C RA]A MOHAN

THISWEEK AND next, a series of high-profile
multilateral summits are set to unfold — the
elimate change conference in Azerbaijan, the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation [ APEC) fo-
rum in Peru, and the G20 summit in Brazil.
These gatherings, however, take place uncer

F Diomaldl Tr re-gbec-

inSeptember, was construed by many as opening space for the MPC to begin cutting the
palicy rate in its subsequent muﬂlmgs SCII'l'I.E ha.d.m fact, pencilled in a rate cut as early
as December, However, infl, don that the committee
i likely to remain cautious in its upcoming meeting.

Data from the National Statistical Office shows that retail inflation surged to a 14-
month high of 6.2 per cent in October, up from 5.5 per cent in September. Inflation now
exceeds the upper limit of the RBI's inflation target of 4 plus/minus 2 per cent. Much of
the surge in inflation in recent months has been driven by food prices, and within the
fiood category by vegetables, particularly tomatoes and onions. Vegetable inflation rose
by 36 per cent in September and 42 per cent in Ocober. Excluding vegetables, headline
inflation is considerably lower. Some of this surge in prices was expected, In his com-
ments on the October MPC limg REI Governor Shaktlkanla Das had said that the

i heaclline inflati cted and likely to remain
elevated in the near-term due ln adverse base effects, among other lacmuf‘
However, there food price pressunes will th lof

the fresh harvest. The outlook for the rabi crop is also encouraging. The central bank ex-
pects food price pressures to ease later in the financial year largely = duu to a good kharif
harvest, ample bufferstocks of cereals and a likely good crop in th hi

ticn as LIS President. Already under strainover
dm]astdncadc multilateral institutions now

challenges, ond
term mmpels Inlia and other. namns m re-

institutions. As the crisis of multilateralism
deepen;]ndla nﬁymcdlndmm mnn: at-
tentionto
of "like-minded" :nu.mnes!n dealing with
global issues,

Trump's first wcsldnnllal Imm(!l)]'?-
2021 )marked a i |
U5 !r.lmlgn policy. His a:lm:nnrmun fues-

and pri-

acyof

p m
key international agreements and organisa-
tions, |||rludmg the Paris Agreement on cli-

Trans-Pacific hip(TPP),
UNESCD, WHO, and the UN Human Rights
Conncil (UNHRC). Uneder Trump, US policies

Multil i
political
that reached ies peak at the
turnof the 2lst century is
now in trouble, While

1= CCONOIIC,

titutional —

Howvever, it is possible that the latest inflation data wi it ise i -
im October, it had projected inflation at 4.8 per cent in the third quarter and 4.2 per cent
inthe fourth quarter. At the same time, there ane also concermns uw:rthc underlying eco-
nomic grosvth momentum in the o V
down. While the central bank has projected GOP growth at 7 percent in the second quar-
ter, and 7.2 percent for the full year, others expect it to be lower. For instance, Crisil expects
growth at 6.8 per oent for the year, On halance, with inflation considerations likely to
dominate, a policy pivot is unlikely in the immediate future,

FAILING MANIPUR

The continuing violence is a reminder of an unaddressed crisis,
and abdication of political responsibility

HE RENEWAL AND escalation of viedence in Manipur underlines the contin-

uing militarisation of the state, It has long been apparent, too, that it is also

a reflection of the political impasse that has i ilised the work of gov-

emance, The lisati f 10 suspected mili security forces in
Jiribam district — the hij number s il ingle day this year — comes as
i ion of th 's abject Failure to bei (5 il the hderi hinic con-

tional sovereignty over globalism. Unlike
Democratic asdministrations, Trumprejected
the notion that the LS was responsible for
leading glohal institutions, arguing instead for
a foreign policy rooted in national interest,
Critics of madtilateralism within the LIS co-
ntend that decades of international engage-
ment have come at a steep cost. They argee
that American taxpayers have bome the brunt
alglr.lballst pollmiprnlnng:d ml‘hlny inter-

gions and preserving a rules-based mmrlu-
tional order, They also point to job losses
stemming from an open global rade system
that facilitated a shift in manufacturing from
the US to countries like Mexico and China.
‘While the emphasis on efficiency produced
wimnidfall profits for US capital, it devastated
American commamities in industrial towns,
Fnllowmg Trump s defieat in 2020, the

fict that continues to roil the state well over a year after it began in May 2023, The en-
countercomes in the wake of the killing of a Hmar woman that had escalated tensions
in Manipur's westernmost district and in the aftermath of the tussle between the CM's
office and the Unified Command of th ity forces deployed in th restore
law and order. In the push and pull of violent ethnic sub-nationalism, exacerbated by
paditical turmoil in neighbouring Bangladesh and Myanmar, the biggest casualty re-
mains the people.

. .

for this continuing crisi thee N Biren Singh-led state gov-
emment and the Centre, whose actions have mostly been restricted to emypty rhetoric
and vague promises of dialogue. Even a cursory look at Manipur's history would indi-
cate the need to tread with care. Since it in 1972, c
indigeneity, land ights and resoure reservation and
representation have dogged the state and its three main tribal communities — the
Kukis, Meiteis and Nagas, In 1992, the Naga-Kuki clash marked the first long-drawn
ethnic conflict in the region, followed by the Meitei- I‘angaJ mnﬂ!:l in I993 and the
Kuki-Paite hostilities of 1997, The lesson to be d) i

have been the efficacy of mediation over may hem, dialogy ilitarisation, and,

Biden ad sought to restore US
commitment to multilateralism. The US re-

on'”,
|]::I'd;r|;mum{mm plot alisits will | : T]IL'
st visi . passing of an era, India’s
guiched LIS policies. In his i | chat polic \; will have no
ith indi rols a slow- the LN in September 2017, Trum particulated chodee but to adapt to the new
his “America First” doctrine, emphasising na- d)'n;u . ll;l}'l'l[l“

international order. To be
sure, global problems need
global solutions, But the
hopes for collective solutions
toour conymon problems
have become politically
unrealistic over the lase
decade. Expect Trump to
bury those hopes, Unilateral
dews Lll]i]ll]L nt ufm'w

Joined the Paris Accord, WHO, and re-en-
tered UNESCO, But Trump's critique of the
global trading order endured under Biden,
As Trump prepares o return, the domestic
backlash against globalism has intensified,
With control ever both chambers of
Congress, Trumip's second term is expected
o bring transformative policies that chal-
benge the foundations of multilateralism,

LI'S lmm l;m _Palisi,g_mumm again A heum.

trade and investment links with Latin
America will be showcased by President Xi
Jinping's visit to Peru and Brazil o attend the
APEC and G20 summits.
Established in 2008 to. glabal
financial crisis, the G20 has stru,gglnd inre-
cent years to maintain its relevance amid
deepening geopalitical and economic divides,
In Trump’s first term, the US dashed with
other members on trade, climate, and migra-
tion policies. Although Biden sought to revive

al oo achieving a land-
u:latnry- nergy mark global tax ten-
inchuding onthe hyﬂracaltunm |mpcsad slunshnﬂpm'snlnd.pamnmﬂymlcllm
by thee Bicl ACtion, me financial architecture,
enhane ISandem-  debt relief and other development priorities,

bark on uninhibited economic growth, Trump
underlines the importance of traditional
forms of electricity generation needed for the
Alindustry that guzzles power. Climate ac-
tivists see these moves as a significant blow

Fa( hdl-l wiuch has |mresmd heavily in mul-

1, and G20 in particular,
[§ i Tt offiers an opp ity
o reassess the forum's effectiveness, More
broadly, FM Modi's dlscussluns with world

to globral effiarts to combat climate change, un- wildhelp apprmach
national ¢ ionand re- e during Trump 2.0,
ducing financial support for ing na- mnomic, political, and

tions' climate initiatives, Trump's stance is
likely to embolden other countries o scale
back thedrcommitments, exacerbating ghobal
rensions. Several key leaders, incuding PM
MarenclraModi, LIS President joe Biden, French
President Emmanuel Macron, and Brazilian
President Lula da Silva, are skipping the cli-
mate summit in Azerbaijan,

The APEC forum, created during a period
of Sino-US cooperation, now finds itself at
the centre of escalating tensions between
Washington and Beijing. The forum’s core
mission of fostering economic integration
across the Pacific has come under fire from
Trump, Omne of his first actions in 2017 was

imstitutional — that neached its peabcat the turn
of the 215t century is now in trowble, While
globalists will bempan the passing of an era,
India’s policymalers will have tm adapt to the
new jics. To be sure,
need global sodutions, But the hopes for col-
bective solutions to our commaon problems
have become politically unrealistic over the
last decade, Expect Trump to bury those
hopes. Unilateral development of new tech-
neogies, bilateralism in trade and economic
cooperation, and like-minded coalitions in
finding solutions to regional challenges are
likely to gain ground in the next few years.
India has. ahuny mwnd inthis direction,

o withdraw from the TPR,a ¢ of

Ithas i npmumu.

the Obama ad s Asia Pacific
strategy. The Biden administration re-

energy ions and
new bilateral trade deals, [tis now part ufmu\-
eral minilateral groups that seek o develop

spr.mdud by launching the Indn-l‘aclﬁc
Economic 'EF
arrangeme nt focusing on digital trade, sup-
ply chain resilience, clean economy, and
ol Unlike the TPF, the IPEF avoids

tecl lism in
trade :md coonomic
cooperation, and like-minded
coalitions in finding

solutions to regional
challenges are likely to gaix
ground in the next few years,

binding commitments on market access,
Whether Trump will continue with the IPEF

new technol ‘to address regional and

global challenges as well as construct nesw
These include the (u

Forurm, the Mineral Security Partnership, the

Global Partnership on Antificial Intelligence,

andthe, l\rlmmsmds. Indianeeds o invest

s unclear However, his pr cent
tariffs on Chinese imports signal a potential
intensification of the US-China trade war,
Meanwhile, his administration is likely to
ramp up scrutiny of China's growing eco-
nomic influence in Latin America. China's

more v il the
product i i ne-

emerge in the global arena,

The writer is @ contributing editoron
imternationel affairs for The Indian Express

MUDDLED IN MAHARASHTRA

Take a look at making and unmaking of the political Opposition

VINAY SAHASRABUDDHE

THE LAST FIVE years in Maharashtra have
been the most politically turbubent since the
state came into existence in 1960, For cynical

above everything else, governance that puts the people — all people — at 1tscnntm It
would have meant working on creating economic epportunities, buildi o

with n:g.m:l tnthcupcnmmgas—

by elections, it complain

that the i choice, To cormect

Inclia’s Loak East policy, the Indi n e il -

ture and developing healthcare, Manipur is crucial
M: "hallam!'mlmml" irh slands o boost trade and commerce in the re-
gion. What the lac ing crisis has achieved, however,
is adeepening of identity politics,

The demand for accountability is urgent — from a CM who has simply not squared
up to his task and from a Centre that refuses o engage with Manipurin any i

the evolution of Mahayuti (MY, the prospects
ofwhich have been shaped by the misadven-
tures of the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA), par-
ticularly the Shiv Sena-URT,

The first severe blow toan etherwise ide-

or. iorating way. Manipur ber

DONERS AND DON"TS

Turkey wants to set the criteria of preparation for the most
popular representative of its cuisine in Europe, Why not?
OR GERMANY, THE vertical spit has taken a worrying turn, Ina recent appli-
cation to the European Union, Turkey has asked For the déner kebab o be
recognised as a Turkish specialty, with cnly kebabs that adbere to strict crite-
ria — thin slivers of spit-roasted meat (only lamb, beef or chicken)), served on
a bed of rice, alongside Fms ‘tomatoes and pnppms —hmng recognised as “dimer” ke-

ologic d alliance politics
in Maharashtra was served by Uddhav
lhadmray Five years agn, Bal Thackeray Iu:l
the St
fromm frmmal seats of posver. However, Uddh.w
allowed his son Aditya to contest the assem-
by edectionin 2019, Later, while moving away
from the BJP and falling prey to the
Machiavellian tactics of Sharad Pawar, Uddhay
compromised with the second tenet of fam-
iy tracition and became Maharashtra’s CM,
In the process, as Shiv Sena paksh-pramukh,
Udedhav macle tewo shocking decisions, tothe
bewilderment of the hardoore Sainiks. First,
he broke with the B|P and abandoned the
Hindhstva platform, Second, he entered into

If polities in Maharashtra
today is seen as muddled,
Uddhav Thackeray cannot
escape the blame, Thanks to
his largely ‘work-from-
home' chief ministerial
tenure, Uddhay not only
failed to make any
significant impact but also
lost his grip over the party’s
organisation = he couldn't
keep his flock together.

an alliance with Congress and NCP, Uddhaw

becoming the CM also disturbed equations

with his close confidants who konew that post-

Uddh:w it wwould be Aditya.
Unl

A
Third, in a party like the Shiv Sena where ide.
ology is a motivating foroe, the loss of Gith —
shmddhn — of the cadres is heavy, Lastly, with
Asuccessi blood rela-

| political dynasties — the

Gandhis, Yadavs, Paimaiks and Badals — the
become partof the

governiment, Post-2019,it lost this unigqueness.
After deserting the BIP-NOW, Shiv Sena’s com-
promise on Hindwtva i s out in the

tions, dynastic parties are bound io face asplit.

The MY government came b power in
2022 inthis context. s povernanoe has made
an impact, During its 2.5-year rule,
Dlupto 26.83 percent

open: The Thackeray dynasty opposed Wagf
referms and openly disregarded Hinduw sen-
sibilities about beef consumption,

If poditics in Maharashira today is seen as
muddled, Uddhav Thackeray cannot escape
the blame. "I'Junl(s (V] hn largely “work-from-
home” chief mini , Uddhay not

of the national eotal — uncler the MY itwentup
1 3690 per cent, LhdulMW. rulbe, the num-
berof new at 10964
whereas, under the MY regime, it reached
TAALIAS Under the MVA rule, financial assis-
tance to the tune of Rs 13,941 crore was |:I|5-

-antimpact bug

F\muninrt.‘!mmu il s 28,811 crore.

alsolost his gnpuvu the party

ates that the MY s rec

— he couldn't keep his fl

For those who want to um:lcrstand the
miss in Maharashira politics, there are at least
four lessons from the MV saga First, running
an alliance is not a joke, The BJP has not just
practised but also mastered this art since the
days of A B Vajpayee, Second, although indi-
rect palitics has its pitfalls, when an inexperi-
enced leader takes the wheel, they find cut thae

lostin the Lok Sabha polls
Apart from an sdwious lack of coherence
in the ideclogical positions of the MVA con-
stituents, factors like difficulties in seat shar-
ingand open squabibles over the CM face, have
punctured its post-Lok Sabha confidence.

The writeris former presidend, Indian Council
Jor Cultural Refations and o BIP leader

hiabs. Should the applic pted, it 's beloved
street food — meat packed into "-m il bopp lad and a garlic ]
— to mere “kebabs”,
Thereisanargament o bemad food, NOVEMBER 13,1984, FOrRTY YEARS AGO
from palitical bosders and i pride, Fmd.am:lall nsthegmmr.w-
efler — over millennia, di ave ins, deserts, Jongwith PM GANDHI'S PROMISE Commissioner recently, has ordered an in-  pointment is that of Arun Nehn, a close con-

people, adapting to new circumstances and tastes, finding homes far from their place of
origin. This is aan the story of the diner kebah: lt arrived in Berlin in the 1970s with
Turkishi: mied froma di di [ hand “sand-
wich” that could feed thcbusyﬂcmun an thcga It coudd be argued that Turkey's own
criteria for th b heonly acceptable meat for the
preparation, which was typlcallyonly sﬂnlnd with sliced onions,
Snll Germany's chagi the hal [s how ex-
food and be inthe EL; [f thy Pizza canonly be with
type 00 or type O flour, with mppings from the Campania region, and champagne can
only be ma:lc inthe EPOTYMOUS region in France using the methode champenoise, then
surely Turkey i imilar protection for the most popular rep-
resentative of its cuisine in Europe, Either way, the kebab would be just as juicy and de-
licious, whether or not it's called a dner,

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi promised to
give the nation a clean and efficient adminis-
tration whichwould afford no quarter "o the
COmupt, Iazy and the |nd’l’mm"and ensure

and Doordarshan, he said the administrative
system needed to be mone “goal-on ented”,

PoLice ROLE IN RioTs
SURYABANT 5 JOG, who took over as Police

apapar. lndlanaxpwm .. .

quiry into the imvolvernent of Delhi Police in
the bloody riots following the assassination
of Indira Gandhi Jog told newsmen that ac-
tion would be taken against officers as and
‘when failures were established, The inguiry
would also look into the robe of former Police
Commissioner Subhash Tandon,

NEW CONG PRESIDENT
PRIME MINSTER RAJIV Gandhi, who was
unanimausly elected president of the party
has formed a new Congress (1) Working
[¥ andaC

with some new faces. A rather significant ap-

fidant of "M Gandhi. Soon after his election,
he asix-member

ing committee, which found new entrants
wiho had fallen from grace,

CaLm INUP

NORMALCY HAS BEEN restored in Uttar
Pradiesh, The enuption of visdence was spo-
radic o Orctober 31 whm the u:IL'mry ufthu
mie knowrn. The initial grief.
shock turned into a wave of anger against
members of the Sikh community, The total
casualties reported in UP were 174, including
trains.

30 bodies which
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Unpleasant surprise

The more-than-expected inflation number
in October is quiet discomforting

HE UNPLEASANT SURPRISE in the retail inflation number for
Oetobet,which tosetoa 14-month highof 6. 2% year-on-year (y-o-
yhhas allbut pushed a rate cut by the Reserve Bank of India (REI) in
December out of the window. After a very benign 3.5% increase in
August and 5.49%in September, the spikein October, higher than expecta-

tions,is di ing. While the M y Policy Committee (MPC) did ease
Lhestanne fmm wlmdrawalnfanmmmudaﬂun Luneurralatthe]ast meet-
inOe LThec

edlyarticulated it would ataysmadfastimta objective to tame inflation and
bringit downtod basis. In fact,over the past h, RBI Gow-
ernorShaktikanta Dashas observed it would be “very tsky”to cut policy rates,
given the many imponderables including rising commodity prices and

geopolitical conflicts.
Themain masunfmﬂazﬂcmberspihewasLhuharplo.ﬁ?%me infood
prices followi ing 9.24%0i ther. Tobe sure, the RBI

has on omsinm looked meutherwayw}m\ pmes n{vegztablu.inueased
onaccount of their and itory nature. However, the increases

Opinion

F YOU'VE NOTICED Linkedln
paosts sounding more like mini
sales pitches lately, you're not
alone. LinkedIn has long held a
reputationas the place for serious
networking and knowledge-sharing.
Unlike Instagram or Twitter, where prod-
uctplacelmmsandhranddealaammmn

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.CO!
® RACE AGAINST TIME

UM secretary-general Antonio Guterres

® ADS IN DISGUISE
RISE OF PROMOTIONAL CONTENT ON LINKEDIN HIGHLIGHTS NEED FOR CLEAR BOUNDARIES

Linkedfluencers, don’t conceal!

MANISHA KAPOOR

CEO and secretary general, Advertising
Standards Eouncil of India

the open, Linked] dtobea
space for career advice and unbiased
industry insights.

But as LinkedIn evolves into a broader
platform for thought leadership, a new

into promotional territory on LinkedIn?
The motivations are often more complex
than simple profit.

wave ofinfluencers — }
as"Linkedfluencers” — isemerging. While
theymay be CEOs, founders, and other

seem to be taking place far too often for comfort. It's not simg bl
even cereal prices were up nearly 7% and of pulses by neady 8%, both of
whom contributed to the higher inflation, as did eduble oils. While vegeta-
bles maybecome cheaperwith thewi inpricesof cere-
alsand eduble uil:i mighr. prove mbestr_k'y ﬁgain,tl-znmaumu have been
ing,so prices of riceand
‘wheat could remain where they are. However, this time around core infla-
tion, which has been relatively benign, went up to 3.7% y-o-y from 3.5% y-
o-y in September, the hi level seen since January. Experts believe core

inflation may be bottoming out, in which me thereis cause for concern.
Infact, headli tice ind lon couldwell oto5.6-
5. 7% levels in November. However, current trends suggest that inflation in
the December quarter could come inabove 5%,above the RBI's projectionof
4.8%. As such, inflation for FY25 could overshoot the central bank’s prog-
nosis of 4.5%, thanks to the several new variables that will come into play
pual mnah]‘lrump‘adectm-alvmyu the US. The mostimportantof these
| mof the Indian currency —which
Ezlltna new lowof $84.3925 m‘luu.da)r— asainst astrengthening dollar.
The RBIwillund dabl financial markets;in
[Jartimlaritwﬂlwatchll‘z)'leklsm' ies,which havebeentising on

dard the kharif

out for crossing the line into unmarked
pramotional territory. What once felt like
genuina Indugtrylnslght is I.m:leaslngly

5 leaders

ers should be more aware of advertising
norms and regulations than the average
social media influencer. They are often
highlyeducated, hold important roles,and

On climate finance, the world must pay

up, or humanity will pay the price. The sound
you hear is the ticking clock. We are in the final
countdown to limit global temperature rise to
1.5 degrees Celsius and time is not on our side

Part of what makes this situation con-
cerning is that Linkedin's audience isn't
like that of other platforms. Linkedin
users are typically profiessionals, recrul-
ters, business owners, and industry exp-
erts.They cometo LinkedIn not forenter-
tainment, but for career growth,
networking, and insights. In other words,
users value aut.'henl:lury and profession-
alism,unlik th ial
wherefn]luwmamaccumdtmn.ﬂu
encer

As LinkedIn becomes an increasingly
Inﬂuenllal platform, it's up to corporate

looking like undisclosed b
ments, sparking concerns about the ero-

slunoftr\utunLlnlmdln
diars huave a uni

dlngr.lnl.lnhxl[n seen as credible
voices of reason, guldlng ‘their full.c»\mrs
throughc

whent they share advice or m:ommend a
product, followers naturally assume it's
based on deep expertise, not a hidden
agenda. However, the problem arises
when theseleaders start endorsing prod-
ucts, services, or business philozophies
without making their material connec-
tions clear. When the CFO of a tech com-

mlghl have direct investments in the | could also be theircompany Herearea fi

or products th d L or public image and communication strat- Linkedfluencers can take.
perl\apatheymnmc i i egy. They the i ceof Self- Leaders can take it

t ethic: inbuilding trust. todisclose any material
mation,th ook The A g ‘ounil of eonnemnnsln their posts. A simple note
"unbiased"while benefiting financially. India and the Central Consumer Protec- like" My company partners with Xbrand”

P I branding: Linkedln is a ionAuthority h ideli or'Th In¥ product"can

prime platform forbuilding influencer endorsements, make a big difference in how followers
one’s personal brand, Lead- iring influencers to perceive the post.

- ]" gularlypo d‘""‘-ﬂ Linkedin's lack of d:adnueza]t ial conrec | L "
the latest tools or indust : tions. iling to anal blish inte
I:rends position thenue]hg disclosure tools mesetal:s on It‘lﬁloed]n,wr— g'u‘id.ellnea for executives on LinkedIn.
asi and visionar-  also puts aheavy  ponte lead anlyrisk " to disclose any
ies Thisnot only boosts their burden on the damaging their reputa- | partnerships, vendar

influence but also makes
them more appealing to
potential business partners,
clients, and even future
employers.

Corporate favours: Many executives
have partnerships, alliances, or long-

pany praises without
ioning that they part-
ner, it blurs the line between genuine rec-

anticipation of aloose fiscal policy, and the currency, before it acts,

thile high frequency indicatorsand ¢ Its for the Septemk
quarter were poor and suggest consumption demand, esp«:lall)r inurban
India, hast ing, someof the concerns have d bybet-

Lzrdata for October fnrgmds and service tax collections, :ara.alea, etc. The
hasl 1its GDP growth forecast for thesecond

Lzrin F¥25 10 6.8% but retains the ful

dation and hidden advertising.

Andwhen thishappens repeatedly, it'sno

surprise that audiences feel misted. Ina

recent case,a CMO praised a full-page
i of

nies. Awell-placed might be

audience to 'read
between the lines'
P ———

tions and that of their
organisations, but they
could also attract regula-
toryscruting.

Most  major  social
media platforms offer tools for tagging
sp t-
nerships, making iteasy for influencers to
3 LinkedIn, however, hasn't

away to strengthen the connections or
reciprocate favours, even if no money is
changing hands.

While these motivations aren't inher-
mﬂyuneﬂlkal,ﬂwybewmepmhlermtlc
disclosures are absent.

It 1that hy
were sharing similar posts, making it evi-
dentthat thiswasacampaign ratherthan
El gmume post. The CMOwas called out,
disclosure that

much above consensus levels. The RBI's overriding concern on inflati
might well see it looking past the loss of momentum in the econommy. But,
shiould the slowdown persist, it must cut rates,

Powell doesn't fear Trump.
He also can't contain him

THE US FEDERAL Reserve and its chair, | Powell, are rig g not to
actonany assumptions about what Donald Trump might doas president. That said,
if he follows through on his more extreme campaign promises, they 1l struggle to
contain the economic consequences — a problem that equity investors ignore at
their peril.

The president-elect has been sharply critical of Powell, whom he appointed in
2018.Yetat the first Fed ngwseonferm:eﬂm theelection, Powell emphasised that
Trumplac 202 6end of his term, which
he plans to serve out, He wiselyavoided speculation about how Trump's promises of
‘higher tariffs, mass deportations, and lower taxes might influence monetary policy.

his post wasan ad.
Why are corporate leaders straying

T'eople come to LinkedIn expecting gen-
uine insights and information and are
likely toengage with content they believe
to be impartial. Without transparency,
they have no way of knowing what's dri-
ving these so-called “insights".

One might argue that corporata lead-

ar
imvestments they mention on Linkedin
«can help maintain a consistent standard
of transparency.

Calling for LinkedIn imy
‘ments: LinkedIn itself can help facilitate
thisbycreating tools that makedisclosure
easier. A'spr.lnmmd’or partnered” tag
could

parent while helping followers quickly

introducedsuch features. posts
with material connections r.lﬂzenb]endln
with regular content. While the lack of
platform d.lscl.mure tools doesn’t excuse
Lir ndsand
products,astandardised template helps.

LinkedIn's lack of disclosure tools also
puts a heavy burden on the audience to
“read between the lines”. Without stan-
dardised labels or tags, followers may
interpret the endorsements as genuine,
unbiased advice, patentially leading to
poardecisions.

identifyenc;
The rise of pramotional content on
LinkedIn highlights the need for clear

advertising. As more Eurporahe leaders
establish themselves as influencers, they
must recognise the impact of thelrwords
and the weight of their endorsements,
Ultimately, Linkedfluencers have the
powertoset:
‘honesty on LinkedIn. And as wsers, it's up
tous to hold them accountable, ask ques-
tions,and demand the truth.

From deep haircuts to higher recoveries

SHRIRAM SUBRAMANIAN

Founder and MD, InGovern Research Services

IBC's evolution from a regime linked with creditor
losses to one capable of facilitating full or even excess
recoveries marks a promising transformation

INSOLVENCY AMD BANKRUPTCY Code
(IBC) resolutions have traditionally been

associatec ant losses for cred -

the[BC's efficacyin

TheFed, he said, hmeasuresatth: but does- itors, especially financial creditors taking

n'tconsider inits pali "We don't guess,we don't deep haircuts. Early cases like Morret Is-

speculate,and we don't assume.” par|2018) and Alok frdustries(2019) saw
The Fed's i i esthis proach. First, higher creditors get only a fraction of admitted

tariffa entmthemud.elon]yonne they're likely ta be in p]ace Secund themnd.el claims. This left creditors, especially banks,

iry-pod por oy
ment. i and ipate protecting their financial interests.
sucha response. Tt'usruleg out ic policy errors, mitig impact of eco- However, there are signs of the insol -

nomic shocks, and ensures that inflation expectations remain well anchored in the
model —lowering the perceived cost of waiting Thus,what Trumpdoeswill take con-
siderable time to influence mualpollcymalulg.

I Trump's palicy i dest,the Fed's delayin
matter Butifhedoes "
— for example with respect to tariffs or deportations —
the central bank’s response will occur too late to miti-
gate fully the economic impact. All else equal, higher
import prices and labour shortages will raise inflation
and push up expectations of future inflation. This will
increase uncertainty and necessitate more aggressive
monetaryadjustments.

Trump might also want toinfluence the Fed, ensuring
that it keeps interest rates low during his tenure. On that
front, his options are limited, In the short run, there's no
conflict as the Fed will likely keep easing anyway. Beyond
that, the president won't have much room to manoeuvre
untI]T'amﬂ s term ends.

Consid floa Trump
could trytoundermine I'wwe'llbyappalmmghupmfermd
successor to the Federal Reserve Board, leading markets to pay more attention tothe
“shadow” chair. | see three reasoms this wouldn't be wth pulsulng First, it wuld

won't

DUDLEY

#laamberg

wvency regime shifting to a more creditor-
friendlyframework This hasbeen fuelled

hallenges,

cases md hﬁ TecoveTies were passi-
ble under the IBC.In }kmr Steel [2019)
creditors 0

ted claims, and in Bﬁml&mr[lﬂlﬂﬂ.
UltraTech Cement's acquisition yielded
ower 100 recovery, with financial credi-
tors receiving not just the principal but
alsoaceruad interest. Thissignificant out-
come underscored the TRC's potential to
attract high-quality bidders for valuable
assets,acritical factorin maximising cred-
itor recoveries. The Binani

ond the earl setbythe [BC,
Anather pivotal caseis Sripripa Kumar

(2023), where creditors received more

than the admitted ¥34.27 crore because

stantial influence within the CoC. This
structure is crucial for creditors facing

caseswhere strategic recoveries are possi-
bie, as it allows them to maximise recov-

¥
ering €46 crore. The BCLAT ruled that the
moratorium under IBC does nat waive
contractual interest hll'rh
lighting a judicial willingness to uphold
creditors 'righ
mentswhen supported by contract terms.
This ruling reaffirms the principle that
contractual obligations re-

i

The Delhi High Court's recent direct-
ion to the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IEBI) to frame a code of
conduct for the CoC is another step toward
enhancing creditor protections, In Kus-
werSachedevs. (DB Bankand Ors. (2024),
the court asked the [BBI to establish gui-
delines for the CoC's functioning within
three months, with the goal of ensuring
effective decision-making without dilut-
ing the CoC's "commercial wisdom™ This
code of conduct, once implemented, is

work for Cot operations.

The IBC's evalution from a regime
linked with deep creditor losses to one
capable of facilitating full or even excess

marksa ing transfor-

by judicial support for claims in specific Cemer ighlight- main valid, even in the con-
scemarios, respect for contractual terms, edan impartant legal prin- The code of text of insolvency, and can
and deference tothecommerdalwisdomn  ciple: allowing interest to d yield favourable recoveries
of the Committee of Creditors (CoC). accrue during the resolut- _:on vot, °n=._ when carefullystructured.
Mmrlgg!axgoﬂhem{‘mmmamd fion.This set a precedent for Ill'lphln.ﬂlld Is Centraltothese develop-
byh el creditors receiving more m.d m mr mentsisthejudiciary'scon-
gubutanua]lnsau[nMunnnlgpat credi- than uwlradmjtteddamm sistent respect forthe CoC's
tors took a haircut of nearty 800, whilein if comt “comm ercial wisdom” The
Alok Industries, recoveries were less than In the mat T, Cases fﬂmm"k hr Supreme Court's ruling in &
10% of admitted claims. These cases  like SKS Power 2024) and CoC op hicliaar{20 i
mﬂenedthehuhrea]ltl.esufaﬂedgllrg i {2023 have ed that courts will nat typd-
regi 1highl inifi d this positive cally intervene in CoC deci-
perﬁum\lngassetn,pamcuhrlyhashedand trend. Sarda Emlgy’sacqulamunufsks sions unless there is a clear breach of law.
reE cameto Power 100%: recy This empowers creditors to make deci-
uwlesolutlomable creditors often faced itors,a rarebut encouraging outcome that sions based on commercial factors.
ice:accept haircut reflects tha [BCsinc g Whetherthe CoC choosestoacceptadeep
or spe flrmagolnm liguidation, where fitate full recoveries in certain scenarios, haircut or pursue a full recovery, its deci-
recovery prospect bleaker. Tt | Company LawAppellate Tri- sions are rarely questioned by the judi-
‘This period underscored a keychallen - bunal (NCLAT)upheld Sarda Energy’s res- ciary, adding a Layer of predictability and

e for the [BC: striking. abalam:eberwnen

alution plan, dismissing challenges from

rescuingc

take time: The president wiould have to either

itor interests. The focus was on c]eanng

Deposit orporation)or thomnu‘penlrg,whl.ch
won'tc "Lannamwn dsin; v 2026.Second,
ill direct the': daof the policymaking Federal Open Mar-

ket Comimittee, two he'_vel.emenlsnflhedmrsaumunryﬁuld forward guidance
about how the Fed might act in the fut\lm which is what the shadaw chair could
oﬁg( isn't ata ionare hoth |mm

mining the Fed's behaviour.
Markets' response to p's victory has been oddly The increase in
bond yields is directionally consistent with that the Fed's

short-terminterest- raLetal'getMﬂ bmumcml around 3.7 5%, not the 2.9% expected

:ﬁﬂwmnnl'hum"" TNOTTYY il st thand

bad from the banking system and
quickly resolving cases to support eco-
nomicstability.

bidders and ensuring full re-
covery for financial creditors. The ruling
reinforcedthat itive

bidding and strategic interest CINIVETgE,

autonamy tothe insolvency

The respect for the Cue:a decisions
alignswiththe IBC's objective toplacethe
interests of financial creditors at the fore-
front. Financial creditors, who typically

reditiors can achi

THE EDITOR

Modern Caesar

Donald Trump is a quintessential
He will not fight athers’

1at the"neutral”in hould be. But it al on-
oernaboulTrum policies stoki
Ifind the stock market

and higher tariffs could lift profit n\ar&na, at least temporarily. But there are ample
offsetting negatives, including the effect of tariffs on inflation and of deportations
on the supply of labour. Add the 50-basis-point increase in real interest rates since
1ate.5q:|teml:m and ij fact that the Fed will have to takeawa'_v the punch bowl if the

d 1arket ich.Investors

may five to mget theirexuberance.

wars, Ukraine is Russia's business and
perhaps Taiwan will be China's. He will
rein in expenditure even ifit means.
reneging on his Morth Atlantic Treaty
Organization allies. A trade war with
China is here to stay and his daily
focus will be on the balance sheet:
how little he can concede and how

much mare he can extract. He will
neither spare money nor effort to fight
chimate change, a cause too distant
for Tremp. Given the pre-eminence of
the dollar as a global currency,
Trump's trade and political disaster is
set to roll unhindered. With bath the
House of Representatives and Senate
kely under Republican control, Trump
s a modern-day Caesar ensconced on
the demacratic thrane in Washington.
—R Narayanan, Navi Mumbai

bearthy financial risk, have sub-

Green commitments

Apropos of "China's energy
dominance gets a boost from Trumg™
(FE, Movember 12), Trump's promise
to eviscerate the chean energy mission
of Joe Biden and dismantle regulations
on vehicle and power plant emissions
shows his intention to decouple the
Us from its commitrment on climate
control. China can take his stand on
increasing fossil fuel production and

matlun. By uphul.dlrg contractual rlgln.v.,
o the Col’

ments ingc \ders
for valuable assets, the 1BC is gradually
becoming a balanced framework that
serves both debt resolution and creditor
protection.
While haircuts remain a reality in
the i to
respect mnnml]ydﬂﬁ}‘nedlmumt pay-
mentsand theCoC's decisions has opened
mew avenues for favourable recoveries. As
India’s insolvency regime matures, the
IBC's potential to deliver favourable out-

sidetrack carbon emission contral,
optimising the use of fossil fuel and
nudged by its stimulus package. But
augmented production exported to
the LIS will be im severe tariffs
by Trump. It is advisable for China to
retain commitments to curtail carbon
emission in climate summits, since itis
the major consurmer of fassil fuel.
—MR Magarajan, Sivakasi

@Wite to us at felettersPexpressindia com
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‘BIGGEST SHOPPING DAY ON EARTH”:
ALLABOUTCHINASINGLES® DAY

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 12

NOVEMBER 11 has been marked as
“Singles' Day™ in China for more than a
decade, with the date (11/11] seen as
representing lone figures, Over time, it
has become a massive commercial
activity, described as “the biggest
shopping day on Earth”, In 2022, goods
worth §157.97 m were sold,
according to consultancy firm Bain.
Major Chinese retailers are offering
1111 shopping deals and sales, with a
slew of promaotional events featuring the
likesof James Bond actor Daniel Craigand
superstar musician Taylor Swift.

‘What behind the idea of Singles' Day?
The idea of Singles' Day is beliewed to
have originated at China's Nanjing
University in 1993, and was originally
called “Bachelor's Day”. On the day, single
peaple — particularly men — treated
themselves with gifts and parties,

With the concept of dating gaining
popularity in China as exposure to
‘Western culture increased, Singles' Day
became one o celebrate simgledom, asso-
ciety at large mostly associated festivals
with couples and Eamilies.

S0 how did the commendal angle
come into the picture?
In 2009, e-commerce giant Alibaba
turncd November 11 into a 24-hour
ing festival with tive
dca];..i\l:l:nrdmg toareport by news web-
site Quartz, one promotional slogan said,
“Even if you don't have a boyfriend or girl-
friend, you can at least shop like crazy”

The strategy attracted people, many of
‘whom felt liberated from the feeling of

shame that they felt in being single.
Alibaba's success resulted in other

Singles’ Day banners at a retailer’s
headguarters in 2021, Reuters

rands joining the bandwagon, em ploy-
ing glitzy marketing tactics. The 2016
event featured a live-streamed fashion
ﬂwinshm@uilhat allmdv'lcwmm
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LU GLOBAL

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHI, NOVEMEER 12

MAHARASHTRA, INDIN'S richest state inper
capita GDP, and home to big busmt‘ss
Iy , and large sugar Il

wasa Cungn:ss hastion once, Today, its pu-
litical landscape is a complex patchwaork of
parties and factions, whose shifting alle-
giances determine the shape and composi-
tiom of its governments.

The birth of Maharashtra

Theold Bombay provinee sprawded from
Smdh {now in Pakistan] to northwestern

onder
Today, 5Ill,g| es' Day is billed as tlu:
wurld'sblgy:stz4—huulunlnlc sale. It has
inspi. 1t fiests siich as A n's
Hagship Primie Day sabe, launched in 2015,

How has Singles' Day fared of late?
The Covid-19 pandemic and the subse-

cquent skwdownin China’

tempered business expectations.
According to a recent Associated Press

report, yearly sabes growth has dwindbed

to single digits. Some of its novelty has

alsa worn off,

and covered all of present-day
Gujarat and about two-thirds of present-day
Maharashtra { excluding a few princely
states ). Two Marathi-speaking regions —
Vidarbha, a part of Central Provinces (later
Madhya Pradesh), and Marathwada, a part
of the princely state of Hyderabad < lay out=
side the province.

The demand for a united Marathi-speak-
ing state emerged in the 19205, and gained
mamentum after Independence. In 1953,
Marathi leaders signed the Nagpar Pact seck-
ing tounite Bombay State, Vidarbha, and
even asthe State's Gujarati

Theday riticised for pro-
maoking cnnsumc:ism. It represents a
dilemma the Chinese state has faced at
timas — encouraging economic activity
viersus curbing anti-communist ideas.
The emvironmental impact, with plas-
tic packaging adding to landfills, is an-
other concern. Huwc\.'rr Chinese state
miechia i
ures taken by companies in recent years.
(WITHREUTERS INPUTS)

ANANCIENT OCEANONMARS: NEW
STUDY PROVIDESFURTHER EVIDENCE

WITH THE assistance of China's Zhurong
rover, scientists have gathered fresh evi-
dence that Mars was home to an ocean
hillions of years ago — a far cry from the
dry and desolate world it is today.

Scientists said on Thursday that data
obtained by Zhureng, which landed on
the northern lowlands of
Mars in 2021, and by orbit-
ing spacecraft, indicated the
presence of geological fea-
tures indicative of an ancient
coastline. The rover analysed
rock on the Martian surface
in a location called Utopia
Planitia, a large plain in the
planet’s northern hemi-
sphere,

The researchers said data
from China's Tiarmwen-1 Orhiter, NASA's
Mars Reconnaissanee Orbiter, and the ro-
boticsi P

PAPER
CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

deeper marine environments.

“We estimate the flooding of the
Utopia Planitia on Mars was approxi-
mately 3.68 on years agn, The ocean
surface was likely frozen ina geologi-
cally short period,” said Hong Kong
Polytechnic University planetary scien-
tist BoW, lead author of the
study published in the jour-
nal Sciertific Reports,

The ocean appears to have
disappeared approximately
342 billion years ago, the re-
searchers said.

Like Earth and our solar
syster's other plancts, Mars
was formad about 4.5 billion
years ago, At the time the
ocean apparently existed, it
might already have begun its transition
away from beinga huspnablc planet.

vofanancient

eex-
istence of a water ocean during a period
when Mars might already have become
cold and dry and lost much of its atmos-
phere,

They described surface features such
as troughs, sediment channels, and mud
woleans farmations indicative of a coast-
line, with evidence of both shallow and

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

P on
Mars has been proposed and studied for
several decades, yet significant uncer-
tainty remains,” Wh saicl. “These find-
ings not only provide further evidence
o support the theory of a Martian ocean
bt also present, for the first time, a dis-
cussion on its probable evolutionary
scenario.” REUTERS

12 Months + 8 Montha MSP
215T ROVEMBER 2024

fmars « 8 Months MSP
16TH NOVEMBER 2024

12 Months
NOVEMBER 2024

munity led agitation for statehoocd,
The city of Bombay was caught between
th nits. Gujaratis had

the preeminent robe in its rise as the coun-
try's economic nerve centre, but it was sur-
rounded by Marathi-speaking districts, As
the linguistic division of the state became in-
creasinghy likely, marny believed that Bombay
would be made a Union Territory. Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru even made an-
nouncements to this effect.

However, the States Reorganisation
Commission recommended in 1956 that
Bambay State should remain bilingual, since
it was to the "mutual adva ntagc of the

90
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com
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Maharashtra: an electoral history

The Congress once enjoyed a virtually unchallenged hold over Maharashtra. Today, multiple parties —and
factions — are at play in India’s richest state which goes to polls to elect a new Assembly on November 20.

19422 Congress won 215 of the

264 seats.

19467: Congress won 203 of 270 seats,
1972: Congress won 222 of 270 seats,
1978: Janata Party 99; Congress (1) 69
seats; Congress (1) 66 of the 288 seats.
1980z Cong (1) 186 seats; Congress (U)
47 seats; Janata Party 17 seats.

19852 Congress 185 seats: BJP 16 seat:
Congress (5)of Pawar won 54 seats.

1990: Congress 141 seats; BJP 42 seat
Shiv Sena 52 seats.

POLLS AND PERFORMANCE OF MAJOR PARTIES

The late Shiv Sena founder Bal Thackeray and Sharad Pawar. Eqpres Archive

MAHARASHTRA ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS
| 1995 Congress B0 seats; Shiv Sena 73

eats; BJIP G5 seats.

1999: Congress 75 seats; NCP 58 seats;
hiv Sena 68 and BJP 56 seats,

2004: NCP 71 seats; Congress 69 seats;
hiv Sena 62 seats; BJP 54 seats,
2008; Congress B2 seats; NCP 62 seats;
BJ1P46; and Shiv Sena 44 seats.

2014: BJP 122 seats; Shiv Sena 63

eats; Congress 42; and NOP 41 seats.

2019: BJP 105 seats; Shiv Sena 56 seats;
NCP54 seats; and Congress 44 seats.

Gujarati and Marathi “to be
partners ina great co-operative venture™. It
recommended granting Vidarbha state-
hood, but the Centre rejected this, making
it @ part of Bombay State, along with
Marathwada, instead.

Neither the the Gujarati sid

BOMBAY

1952: Congress won 269 of 317 seats, 1957: Congress won 234 of 206

Uttar I"radt‘ﬂl,klha: Orissa, and West Bengal,
racontinued

was happy with this outcome, and the agi-
tation for statchood continued. The Centre
finally agreed, and on May 1, 1960, Bombay
State was bifurcated. The new states of
Maharashtra and Gujarat got 264 and 132 of
the erstwhile Bombay State’s 396 seats.

Era of Congress dominance

Inthe years following Independence, the
Congress was the only major political force
in Bombay State — and in the first Assembly
clection held in 1951-52, it won 269 of the
317 seats in the Assembly, There were 268
constituencies in all — some constituencies
sent mone than one member to the legisla-
ture at the tima. Mashik-lgatpuri was the
only three-member (one General category,
one 5C, and one ST} Assembly constituency
in the country.

Morarji Desai became the first chief min-
ister of Bombay in 1952, In 1955-56, as the
Samyukta Maharashtra Movement raged,
mare than 100 protesters were killed in po-
lice firing in Bombay {Mumbsai) city. In the
face of intense criticism, Morarji, a Gujarati
from Valsad, was moved to Delhi and made
the Union Finance Minister in 1956, He was
succeeded by Yashwantrao Chavan, an MLA
from Satara, Under Chavan's leadership, the
Congress won 234 of the 396 seats{ 339 con-
stituencies) in the 1957 Assembly election.

Inthe 1962 Assembly election, the first to
be held after the creation of Maharashtra, the
Congress won 215 of the 264 seats, and
Marotrao Shambshio Kannamwar became
Chief Minister. Following his untimely de-
mise the following year, the chief minister-
ship passed to Vasantrao Naik, who re-
mained in the post for almost 12 years,

In the 1967 elections, the Congress suf-
fered sethacks in Tamil Nacly, Punjab, Haryana,

= under Maik, the party won 203 of the 270
seats in the Assembly.

I 1968, the party split into two factions
— the Congress (0] was led by theold guard
of Morarji Desai and K Kamaraj, and the
Congress R, where R stoed for
‘Reruisitionists”, by Indira Gandhi. The
Congress (0}, also known as the
Syndicate, made inroads in many
states — but failed to win even one
seat in the Maharashtra Assembly
in the 1972 election. Indira's

This government, however, fell in less
than four months. Sharad Pawar, onky 38 at
the time, left the Congress to form the
Congress(Socialist ) party —and joined hands
with Janata to become the youngest Chief
Minister of Maharashtra in Juby 1978,

Mearmwhile, the Janata experiment col-
lapsed at the Centre, and Indira stormed back

to power in January 1980, She dis-
missed Pawar's government soon
afterward — and in the Assembly
election that fllowed, the Congress
won 186 seats and returned to
povwet: In June, AR Antulay became

Congress swept 222 of the 270 seats, Maharashtra’s first and only Muslim
In February 1975, woeks before  |DECISION|  Chief Minister.

the declaration of the Emergency, For the next decade-and-a-half,

Chief Minister Mailewas replaced by - MHARSHIRAL - Chnerons leaders played a game of

Shankarran Chavan, a close ally of

Indira and her son Sanjay Gandhi.
Shankarrao remained Chief Minister through
the Emergency.

Musical chairs for CM

Inithe 1977 Lok Sabha election, as an anti-
Congress wave swept northem India, Indira's
Congress won 20 of Maharashtra's 48 seats,
one mane than the Janata Party, Shankarrao
took responsibility for the loss of seats and
resigned. He was replaced by Vasantdada
Patil, the MLA from Sangli.

The Janata Party regime at the Centre
dismissed governments in nine states, but
did not touch the ene in Maharashtra.
However, ahead of the 1978 election in the
state, the Congress suffered another split,
this time led by the Karnataka leader
Devaraj Lrs. Urs's Congress (L) won 68 of
the 288 seats, while Indira's Congress won
62, and Janata 99, With no party close to the
majority mark, Vasantdada Patil became
Chief Minister again, leading a coalition of
the two Congress factions.

musical chairs for the Chief
Ministership, even as the party remained in
power in Maharashtra, winning 185 scats in
1985 and 141 in 1990. None of the eight CMs
during this time — Antulay, Babasaheb
Bhiosale, Vasantdada Patil, Shivajirao Patil
Nilangekar, Shankarrao Chavan, Sharad
Pawar (twioe after returning to the Congress
in 1986, and Sudhakarrao Naik —completed
evien throe years inoffice,

This was a period dominated by corrup=
tion scandals, trade union unrest, the rise of
criminal gangs in Bombay (Mumbai), and
communal tensions,

The rise of Hindutva

Itwas in this climate that the Hindu right
grew in strength in the state,

Palitical cartoonist Bal Thackeray had
formed the Marathi nationalist Shiv Sena in
1966, ancl the party had its first MLA 0 1972,
The Shiv Sena was close to the likes of
Vasantdada Patil inits carly years; however,
after the birth of the BJP in 1980, the two par-
ties moved closer together as natural allies.

In the 1985 Assembly election, the BJP
won 16seats, while the Sena did not openits
aceount, By 1990, however, the two parties'
tallies had risen to 52 and 42 seats respec-
tively, The demalition of the Babri Masjid in
1982, and the communal riots and serial
blasts that followed in Bombay [ Mumbai)
further fuelled the rise of the Hindutva right.

In 1885, the Sena-BJP alliance came to
pawer in Maharashtra, winning 73 and 65
seats respectively. Manohar Joshi of the Sena
became Chief Minister, with the BIP's
Gopinath Munde as his deputy. The victory
wias inspired by Senasupremo Bal Thackeray
and the BJPs rising star Pramod Mahajan,
The Congress' won 80 seats.

Joshi moved to the Centre after the 1998
Lok Sabha election, and Thackeray chose
Marayan Rane to succeed him. In 1999, after
four-and-a-half years of Sena-BJP rube, early
clections were called in the state.

Congress returns, with NCP

Mearwhile, Pawar had once again bro-
ken away from the Congress, quitting in
1999 after Sonia Gandhi became leader of
the party. Along with PASangma and Tarig
Anwar, Pawar formed the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP).

This made the 1999 Maharashtra
Assembly ebection a three-way fight among
the NCP, Congress, and the Sena-BJP com-
bine, The MCP won 58 seats, Congress 75,
Sena 69, and BJP 56, With the Sena-B|P al-
liance falling short of the majority marl,
Congress and MCP came together bo form the
government. Vilasrao Deshmukh of the
Congress became Chief Mindster, with NCP's
Chhagan Bhujbal as his deputy.

This Congress-NCP coalition ruled the
state for the next 15 years, During this time,
Deshmukh became Chief Minister twice
(1999-2003, 2004-08 ), while Sushil Kumar
Shinde (2003-04), Ashole Chavan { 2009-10},
and Prithviraj Chavan {2010-14 ) enjoyed
shorter stints.

Maharashtra in Modi years

When Assembly elections were held in
2014, Thackeray, Mahajan, and Munde —
three key political figures in the state —
were no longer there, The BIP campaign was
lecl by Nitin Gadkari and Amit Shah, and Bal
Thackeray's son Uddhav was in charge of
the Sena.

The Marendra Modi wave sweeping
through the country powered the Sena-BJP
alliance to power in Maharashtra. The B)P
alonewon 122 seats, while Senawon 66, The
BIs Devencdra Fadnavis, only 44 at the time,
took oath as Chief Minister,

By the end of this term, however, differ-
ences had begun to emerge between the
partners, The parties shared a common
H| ndutva base, and the B)Ms ambltlun to
daminate t
Senainseoune, Stll, the parmrrs wuncnuugh
seats to be able to form the government af-
ter the 2019 clection - the BJP got 105, and
the Sena 56,

Their differences, however, proved to be
the deal-breaker. With the Sena declining to
cooperate, Ajit Pawar, Sharad Pawar's
nephew, promised o support Fadnavis on the
floor of the House, and the former Chief
Minister was hurriedly sworn into office.
However, Ajit Pawar hacked out, and Fadnavis
was foreed to resign merely fve days later.

A new formation = the Maha Vikas
Aghadi = comprising the Shiv Sena,
Congress, and NCP came to power, Uddhay
wias sworn in as Chief Minister, and Ajit be-
came his dt'pul'y.

But too
ter Eknath Shmdc an old Sena ]land. broke
away from Uddhay to ally with the BJF, and
become Chief Minister himself, Fadnavis be-
came his deputy. They were supported by
Ajit, wha broke the NCP and became Deputy
Chief Minister alongside Fadnavis. This al-
liance remains in power today. Earlier this
wear, former Congress O Ashok Chavan, the
son ol Shankarrao Chavan, joined the BJF.

"

COP29 is underway, here’s what s on table in annual climate conference

I meeting of the members of the UN

ALINDCHAUHAN
NEW DELHI. NOVEMBER 12

THE 2024 United Mations Climate Change
Conference LCE_D_PZQ]beganin Bihl,llil:cap—

Framework Comvention enClimate Change
(UNFCCC), an international agreement
signed in 19922, which has provided a basis
for climate negotiations.

The UNFCCC commits its members or

ital of A on Monday.
from about 200 business leaders,

“partics toact together
“atalevel thatwould pre-

clmmsncnn!ts.lmhgmws I"N.plﬁ.]w—

vent dangerous inthrupugmh: {huml—m—

progress made inachieving the ultimate ob-
Jective of the Convention,” says the UNFOCC

What have the various COPs achicved
sofar?
The first major breakth h came at

COP3 in Kyoto in 1997 when the parties
acdopted the Kyoto Protocol, The intemational
nmyplamduhllg:mmﬂl:

nalists,

holders are expected toattend the summit,
which will continue until November 22,
The primary goal of COP29 is to bring to-
gether countries to develop a shared plan
tocurb further global warming. The confer-
ence will also focus onways to scabe up cli-
mate finance to help developing nations
tackle the adverse effects of climate change,

Currently, there are I.EIB pimn{l.gi'munmn
[pdus European Linion ) to the LINFCOC, consti-
tuting near universal membership,

‘The parties have come together every
year since 1995 (barring 2020, the year of the
Covid-19 pandemic)todiscuss and agree on
international climate policy. One of the signif-
icant tasks for COP is I:n mnmulcnltlnnal

ications tories”
What is COP, l glohal cli beni 'hmﬂ!hrm"ﬂascdmthls
change conference? i o, the COP. cts of

'COF, or Conference of Parties, is the an-

s | e |

the measures taken by Parties and the

rich and incustri lcoun-
Eries b cut thiekr greenbouse gas
emissions by assigned am-
ounts. Targets varied by coun-
try, but averaged at a 42% re-
duction below 1900 levels by the year 2012
However, the Kyoto Protocol did not last
longz as the wealthy and powerful countries
weere not happy with it. The United States,
the most powerful country in the world,
signed the protocal but never ratified it.
At COPM5 in Copenhagen in 2008, the
parties tried to establish a successor to the

EXPLAINED

CLIMATE

treaty, but the attempt fadled.
A second attempt was made at 00r21
in Paris in 2015, which ilrd to the I"arls
—a national
treaty to limit global temperatures to be-
lowwr 2 dlegrees Celsius, and preferably beloe
1.5 degroes Celsius, The parties also agroed

fund is meant to provide financial help to
countries struck by dimate disasters,

What are some of the criticisms of COPT

WCOP has failed toenable enough emis-
sion cuts to put the planet on a pathway to
mmlhl: 15- orZ degree Celsius targets,

tosibmit their climate acti 15, knmwm

m
Studi that the it

as national -
tributions | NDCs), by 2020,

The next milestone came
during COP26 in Glasgow 2021
in the form of the Glasgow
Pact. The parties made a com-
mitment to “phase down” the use of coal
{this language was weakened from “phase
out” late in the negotiations) and to phase
out“inefficient fossil fuel subsidies”. This was
the first time that a UN climate agreement
explicitly mentioned coal

At lastyear's COP28 in Dubai, a Loss and
Damage fund was officially launched. The

epaper.indianexpresscom BBl BB

inns by at beast 43% by 2030 relative
to 2019 levels to keep alive any hopes of
achieving the 1.5-degree Celsius target.
However, by 2023, the world had not even
begun the downward journey. Emissions
are still rising, and nuryT:t pcalncd. In the

100 bn every year from 2020 onward to help
developing nations reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and adapt to the impacts of the
climate crisis. They have failed todeliveron
their promise.

What should be expected from COPZ9?
Climate finance is at the top of the
agenda of COP29, The parties are negotiat-
ing the New Collective Quantified Goal
(NCQG), a new amount that must be mo-
bilised by developed countries every year
from 2025 onward to finance climate ac-
tion in dmlumrlg countries. The new fig-

st case are

the $100 bi
| countries had i

projected to be just 28 below 2019 levels i
2030 instead of the 43% that is required.

W COP has also been unable to provide
climate finance to dmlupmg nations. For

Bmulksmmmmml rnadl:

mast every element ul' the Fund mcludmg

instance, in 2000, the
—which II'L'dIEFII'DpDI‘tIml)‘ responsible
for the dimate crisis = p raise §

raised,
wh should contribiate, ete. It rermains to be
soen how e ies finalise the NCOG.




