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Good, but not enough

Iree health coverage to all over 70 years
is good, but more needs w be done

n a welcome maove, the Union government’s
decision to extend the coverage of Ayush-
muan Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yoja-
na (AE PM-JAY) to senlor citizens over 70 years, ir-
respective of their income, provides a modicum
of free health coverage to nearly 60 million peo-
ple. With out-of-pocket expenditure for health
care in India among the highest in the world, the
decision is indeed laudable, While the decision 1o
provide free health coverage up to 20.5 million
per year for a section of the population is noble,
it will in no way fulfil the public health objectives
that are much needed for the targeted beneficiar
ies. First and foremost, the health assurance
scheme is imited 1o secondary and tertiary care
hospitalisation. The absence of coverage for out-
patient care, diagnostics and medicines is pantie-
ularly concerning as chronic diseases have in-
creased sharply in India in the last few decades.
Inereased life expectancy and an early onset of
these diseases would mean that people over TO
may very often suffer from multiple chronic dis-
eases. Most of the health-care expenditure by the
elderly will, therefore, be through outpatient
care (40%-80%), which will not be covered by the
scheme. Since its launch in 2018, the penetration
of PM-JAY into smaller cities and towns has been
low in most States, Unlike in most of the southern
States, primary and secondary health care in the
public sector has been largely neglected and is in-
adequate and ill equipped to meet the demand in
other parts, Robust primary and secondary pu-
blic health care will sharply cut the load on terti-
ary health care and hence the need for curative
care; a reduced curative care load at tertiary hos-
pitals will make the PMJAY scheme succeed.
Thailand focused and progressively streng-
thened is primary health-care system, and even
diverted funds earmarked for urban hospitals o
build rural hospitals and health centres (o attain
universal health coverage. In contrast, inthe US,,
banking primarily on insurance-based schemes is
what led to the surging costs of health care, India
appears to be going the U.S. way. Though there is
waning enthusiasm in the private sector due to
low treatment rates and delayed payment, as per
media reports, since its launch, two-thirds of the
total money spent each year under the PM-JAY
scheme went 1o private hospitals; it was 53% in
the case of the southern States. Weakened prim:-
ary and secondary health care will result in an
overload in tertiary health care, which the priv-
ate players will be well poised 1o take advantage
of. This can lead to a further shrinking of the go-
*s commi tost the public
health-care system by over-relying on the insu-
rance modality which is neither affordable nor
will provide appropriate health care for the nee-
dy. In its present form, PM-JAY is a measure that
is essential, but is incomplete.

Street power

The Kolkata protest must keep its focus
and not be a free-for-all

t has been a tumaltuous month in Kolkata
with junior doctors and civil society leading
protests against the brutal rape and murder
of a woman doctor on duty on August 9, The ral-
Iying cry, “We demand justice”, is belng heard
loud and clear by everyone, from the State admi-
nistration right up to the Supreme Court. Doctors
have defied the Court's appeal to return to work,
and had set conditions to hold talks with the State
administration, including an assurance that the
mveeting is centred around their five key demands
and is televised, The Mamata Banerjee govern-
ment rejected the pre-conditions, and urged the
doctors to return to work. The breakdown of
trust between the two sides is proving to be coun-
ter-productive. The doctors want the culprits
identified and punished; disciplinary action
against R.G. Kar's former principal, Sandip
Ghosh, who is in custody; resignation of Kolkata
Police Commissioner Vineet Goyal; increased se-
curity for health workers; and an end to the
“threat culture” in hospitals and medical colleges
across West Bengal. As protests continue, the list
of wants has expanded, and includes a call for an
overhaul of the government health departments,
which have not been functioning at their best,
The State government has taken several steps
for the protection of health workers, such as
Taunching an initiative, ‘Rattirer Shaathi (helpers
of the night)'. But these will not help stem the rot
and are seen as tokenism at best, That the Court
had to direct the State administration to provide
separate duty rooms, toilets and install CCTV in-
dicates that the health infrastructure is creaking.
The government needs to do more to break the
logjam. The doctors and students too must take
the movement for justice to another level. They
can resort to relay strikes, thus ensuring that a
majority can return to work, In the quest for jus-
tice, doctors cannot end up being unjust (o a
large section of the people dependent on govern-
ment hospital care. West Bengal is a poor State
and when a government hospital under-per-
forms, it affects the vulnerable the most. The go-
vernment has said over six lakh patients have
been wrned away from government hospitals
this month. Doctors refute the number, saying
they are holding telemedicine services and “Ab-
haya Clinkes’ on Sundays; and that senbor doctors
are working harder to ensure that work goes on.
With the festival season around the corner, which
is the chief source of revenue for a large number
of peaple, the onus is on the government and the
doctors to resolve the crisis at the earliest.
c& o
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Putting the brakes on ‘bulldozer justice’

conoerned to frame appropriate

pan-India guidelines on extra-legal
demolitions. The order comes in the wake of
multiple instances of demolitions where the
houses and building establishments of persons.
accused of certain crimes have been razed
without following due process. These demolitions
have become commonplace over the last few
years, targeting vulnerable groups and often
leaving them without any legal recourse.

This selective, yet arbitrary, state action has
rendened the right to housing meaningless since
evictions are brazenly carried out by local
authorities, often at odd hours, without any
alternative facility or engagement for
rehabilitathon. The inequality, soclal conflict and
segregation that follow such action run the risk of
intensifying the marginalisation of certain
communities and go against the spirit of the
Comstitution and due process enshrined in
criminal procedure laws.

In light of overarching principles of human
rights, constitutional values and social justice,
there is a strong need to formulate guidelines and
re-imagine the existing legal framework which
bestows unbridled executive power on municipal
authorities to order and execute such
demolitions.

he Supreme Court of India has invited
T suggestions from the parties

The legality of punitive demolitions
Large-scale demolition drives as a means of
collective punishment for rioters are becoming
rampant. What started with bulldozer action in
Delhi’s Jahangirpuri has now spilled over 1o
different parts of the country. The violence that
ensued in Nuh, Haryana, due to a clash between
two religious groups in 2023, ended with the local
administration demolishing a number of homes
in the neighbourhood.

Communal riots in Madhya Pradesh’s
Khargone also resulted in the demaolition of
houses and businesses owned by Muslims who
were deemed to be ‘alleged rioters'. Quick
instinctive action against those perceived 1o be at
odds with the law has emenged as a dangerous
pattern of state-driven oppression. In each of
these cases, the demalition is justified under
municipal laws either on account of action
against encroachment or under the pretext of
unauthorised construction. The due process
envisaged under various judgments of the
Supreme Court and High Courts, including
Sucdana Singh & Ors. vs Governnment of Delhi and
Afay Maken & Ors vs Union of India are completely
bypassed.

This ‘tough on crime” or “eye for an eye’
approach has escalated to become a political
brand for several State governments. Treating
demolitions as a fair response to the destruction
of public infrastructure undermines existing
processes envisaged under criminal laws and

Pragya Singh

@ Senior Resident
Fellow at the Vidhi
Centre for

Legal Palicy

&

Lakshita Handa

@ Senior Resadent
Fellow at the Vidhi
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The thread in

extra-legal
demaolitions
carried out

across different
parts of India is
a lack of due
process and a
blatant
disregard for
directives
issued by the
Judiciary

in the past

| constitutes a gross violation of fundamental

rights. In the course of devising guidelines for
such extra-legal demolitions, the Supreme Court
must impose a complete moratorium on the
punitive demolition of establishments. In other
legitimate instances of demolition, the guidelines
should prescribe a strict tripartite procedure to
ensure that those at the receiving end are not
rendered helpless without any recourse,

Due process in legitimate demolitions
The issue of displacement of persons for varied
reasons has for long been a cause of concern.
While the United Nations Basie Principles and
‘Guidelines on Development-based Evictions and
Displacement, 2009, prescribe directives to
address this issue from a humanitarian
perspective, multiple court cases in the higher
Jud.klary have dealt with demolition isswes ina
manner over the years, Albeit helpful,
these scattered efforts to address the issue have
culminated in a myopic view of the problem,
leading to temporary solutions. The current task
the Sup Court - i.e., for
pan-India guidelines - must look at the issue
through a multidimensional lens.
The cardinal rube is that demolitions must be
«carried out only in exceptional (lrmnmances.

notice. An independent committee, appointed by
the State government, including judicial and civil
society representatives, should review the
proposed demolition (particularly when a large
number of houses in a neighbourhood are
proposed to be demolished) and provide
technical assistance to the affected parties about
their rights and options. Affected persons must
be engaged in discussions about alternative
housing options and compensation. During this
phase, the needs of vulnerable groups such as
children, the elderly, and disabled persons
should be addressed. A minimum period of a
maonth should be provided between the
intimation of notice to demolish and its
execution, allowing affected individuals time w
retrieve their belongings.

In the second phase, Le., during the
demolition, the use of physical force should be
minimised in the eviction process and the use of
heavy machinery such as bulldozers should be
avoided. There should be a requirement for the
presence of government officials who are not a
part of the authority demolishing the
construction. The time for the demaolition should
be pre-decided and surprise demolitions should
be cause for punitive action against the authority.

As a part of the third phase, L.e., rehabilitation,

and according to the due process list

under law. The law must then accurately classify
not only the types of buildings or constructions
that can be brought down by state actions but
also the surrounding circumstances that need to
Ibe assessed before any action is taken. The
assessment of the surrounding circumstances
must strike a balance between state action and
the right to adequate housing and resettlement
‘while bearing in mind that such violations have
come 1o be systemic. There is also a need 1o
analyse data on demalitions that have taken place
over the last few vears to identify elear patterns
and better understand the existing gaps and
deficiencies in the process,

Once broader subject-matter-based issues have
been addressed, an analysis should be done for
procedural steps that can be incorporated into
the relevant legislation and rules. The procedural
guidelines should be structured in a phased
manner, to add multiple checkboxes at each stage
which need 1o be ticked before any adverse or
irreversible step is taken.

In the first phase, Le., pre-demoliton, the
burden of proof to show cause should be shifted
from the affected person and placed on the
authority to show why no other option other than
demolition and displacement of affected persons
is needed for public good and how the relevant
Twsman rights are being protected in the process.
A reasoned notice for demaolition, including
information about land records and resettlement
plans, should be widely publicised, giving ample
time for those concerned o analyse the situation,
seek legal advice and respond to the show-cause

d and POTArY OF permanent
rehabilitation should be provided to the persons
concerned 1o ensurne that they are not left
homeless. A speedy grievance redress
mechanism needs to be established under every
law that allows for demolition to atford the
affected persons a chance to challenge the
decisions that may have been taken at any stage.
Remedies such as compensation, restitutions and
return to the original home must be carved out
within the law.

Affixing personal liability

While the demolitions carried out across: different
parts of India reflect varied patterns, the golden
thread that runs through all such instances s the
lack of due process and blatant disregard for
directives issued by the judiciary in the past.,
Municipal laws, which empower authorities 1o
carry out such demolitions, usually provide
complete impunity to officials under the ‘good
faith” clauses housed under such laws. Such
clauses prevent the initiation of judicial action
against those who unserupulously carry out
demolitions. While laying down pan-India
guidelines is most definitely a welcome step,
sensitisation of law enforcement personnel o
follow existing directives on the subject matter is
the meed of the hour, Simultaneously, avenues to
affix personal liability on those who order such
forced evictions and demaolitions should be
explored to ensure that there are checks and
balances in the powers wiclded by officials.

The views expressed ane personal

Health care using Al is bold, but much caution first

ews about the possibility of a “free Al

powered primary-care physician for every

Indian, available 24/7" within the next five
vears is ambitious, It raises critical questions
about feasibility, sustainability, and the readiness
of India to tackle such enormous undertakings.

Primary health care (PHC) ensures the right to
the highest attainable level of health by bringing
ntegrated services closer to communities. It
addresses health needs, tackles broader health
determinants through multisectoral action, and
empowers individuals to manage their health, We
risk undermining this fundamental aspect of PHC
by relying on Artificial Intelligence (Alyas itis
impersonal, making people passive recipients of
care rather than active participants.

Al excels in processing and automating
repetitive tasks but lacks characteristics of human
intelligence such as understanding the physical
world, retrieving complex information,
maintaining persistent memory, and engaging in
reasoning and planning. These are all
fundamental o medicine, where understanding
the nuances of a patient’s condition goes beyond
pattemn recognition,

Delivering health care demands a
human-centric approach of empathy and cultural
understanding. Consciousness - the awareness
and understanding of the real-world environment
— underpins human decision-making,
distinguishing human intelligence from AL Al
cannot replicate the moral and ethical reasoning
that comes from conscious experience. Unlike
other domains, health-care data is scattered,
incomplete and often inaccessible for Al training,
making it difficult 1o train a model.

Data, models and issues

Maegele's rule from obstetrics, which has been in
use for over 200 years, can be used to highlight
the challenges in health care. It is based on 18th
century reproductive habits of European women,
which may not be applicable today. This method
Is used to predict the birth date of a child during
pregnancy. It relies solely on the length of the last
menstrual cycle and has a 4% accuracy. It fails 1o
account for eritical factors such as maternal age,
parity, nutrition, helght, race, and uterus type,

Dr. C. Aravinda
an academic and
public health
phiysician

Inclia cannot
Jummp into
Al=driven health
care without

1 addressing
the fous wnal
issues within s
health system

which are essential for accurate prediction.
Developing a better predictive model than
Naegeles rube requires vast amounts of personal
«data, which belong rightfully to patients. This
illustrates the inherent paradox in Al
development in health care - the need for
extensive data collection to improve accuracy is
at odds with privacy and ethical concerns.

The costs involved in establishing
Infrastructure to captire, collect, and traln this
data are substantial. As reproductive health and
fertility rates change over time, constant
fine-tuning of Al models is necessary, leading to
recurring expenses, Health-care data bs complex
and personal, making it difficult to standardise it
across populations.

India’s diversity complicates the issue further.
This diversity means that data for Al models must
be extensive and deeply contextualised, but

where understanding the rationale behind a
diagnosis or treatment plan is critical.
Health-care providers are left in the dark about
how certain conclusions are reached, leading wo a
lati: of trust and pomuinl harm if the Al lmkn:s
an i .

Google DeepM |nds Al mysterious algorithm
defeating world-class players in the GO game
(board game) can be celebrated. While such feats
are acceplable for games, they ralse concems in
real-life health-care decisions. The stakes are
serious in human health, where the
consequences of 2 mistake can be
life-threatening.

India and the issue of Al

Arecent petition in the Kenyan Parliament by

content moderators against OpenAl's ChaGPT

has highlighted the L"[hlcd] complexities in AT
of

generating such data requires access to p 1
and behavioural information.

Al's utility in health care

Al can play a erucial role in specific, well-defined
tasks within health care, particularly through
narrow intelligence, diffusion models and
transformers. Narrow intelligence focuses on
specialised tasks such as predicting hospital
kitchen supply needs, managing biomedical
Waste, oF Of rent. Diffusion

i the exploitath
nnderpald workers in tmlnmg ‘Al models. This
raises concerns about the exploitation of
vulnerable populations in Al training. It
underscores the importance of safeguarding the
interests of Indian patients because the data
required to train the model legally belong to
patients.

‘While population-level data generated by
health systems can be useful, it is prone o

models, which are adept at predicting patterns
from complex datasets, can help screen
histopathology slides or screen only a subset of
the population using medical images.

Large Language Models (LLMs) and I,ar'ge
Multimodal Models (LMMs) are

logical fallacy. India lacks comprehensive
regulation or legislation addressing Al such as the
European Union Artificial Imtelligence Act,
making it all the more critical. Al wols in health
care must be developed and deployed with the
core medical ethics of “Do No Harm”,

powerful tools in medical education and r\esezlth
writing. These can provide rapld access 1o
medical knowledge, simulate patient interactions,
and support the training of health-care
professionals. By offering personalised bearning
expericnces and simulating complex clinical
soenarios, LLMs and LMMs can complement
traditional medical education

A significant issue with Alin health care is the
“black box™ problem, where the decision-making
processes of Al algorithms are not transparent or
easlly understood. This poses risks in health care,

1 health care in India promises
increased efficiency and reduced error rates.
Advanced Al technologies require significant
investments in research, data infrastructure, and
continuous updates — costs that someone must
bear. India cannot leapfrog into Al-driven health
care without first addressing the foundational
issues in its health system. The complexities of
patient care, the need for high-quality data, and
the ethical implications of Al demand a more
measured approach.

The views expresiad ane personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Eye drops and ‘elaim’ using reading glasses, raises | Organisation establishes the | Sitaram Yechury epitomised the opportunity to listen ta one
The rescinding of the nod eyebrows (Page 1, “Drugs fact that the permission In the passing of Sitaram fundamental essence of of his speeches at Palayam
Eiven to a pharmaceutical body recalls nod for eye seems to have been givenin | Yechury, Indiahas lostatall | communism, Junction in then Trivandrum
firm in Mumbai to produce drops over ‘false” claims,: haste. It owes the public a political leader, His speeches in Parliament and the views he expressed
and supply 'eye drops, September 12). thorough explanation, Fraom a brilliant academic shall go down as still ring in my ears.
which it claims would The move by the Central CV. Aravind, Career to a political career memorable events. As a Dv. Biju €. Mathew,
obviate the necessity of Drugs Standard Control Bengahiry spanning decades, he student | did get an Thinsvananthaparam
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of
Palestinians killed in
Gaza since October 7

The toll
4 includes 34
, deaths i the

previous 24 hours, according to the Health
Ministry in Gaza, At least 95,125 people
have been wounded in the Gaza Strip. ar

DNA Wellness'
investiture in cervical
cancer screening labs
¥ orore. The
vy h
200 4
rights to conduct the DNA Ploidy Test, a

quick, non-invasive methad to detect
cervical cancer. m

India’s industrial
production growth
in July
in per cent, According to
4 8 data released by the
* National Statistical Office,
the country's industrial output growth

showed down due to poor show by mining
and manufacturing sectors. m

Percentage of leased
spaces occupied by
domestic companies

per cent. CBRE'S latest report
showed that the total office
leasing by domestic fiems
during 2022 to H1 2024 period stood at
72 million squane feet 3Cross the nine
cities.
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Death toll in Vietnam
due to Typhoon
‘agi rises

At least 128 people
are still missing in the
aftermath of the

typhoon as flash floods and landslides take
thatir todl. w
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What does dissolution of SCoS entail?

Why was the S(

SCoSs dissolution impact statistical data qus

EXPLAINER
AuM, Jigeesh

The story so far:
e Union Ministry of Statistics
and Programme
Implementation has dissolved
the H-member Standing
Committee on Statistics (SCoS) headed by
eminent economist and former chiel
statistician of the country Pronab Sen.
Geeta Singh Rd.lhor\. Director-General of

Office {hSSUJ told the SCoS members
that its works overlapped with that of the
Steering Committee for National Sample
Surveys, headed by Rajeeva Laxman
Karandikar, former director of the
Chennai Mathematical Institute and this
was cited as the reason for dismantling
thie SCo&. Dr. Sen has said that the SCoS
members had questioned the delay in
conducting the census, as censuses have
long been a crucial source of reliable data
for policymakers, He also complained
that the members were not given any
specific reason for the committee’s
dissolution.

What were the key responsibilities of
SCoS?

The $CoS advised the Centre on survey
methodology, including sampling frames,
sampling design, survey instruments,
questions, etc. It also played a vital role in
finalising the tabulation plan of surveys,
reviewing the extant framewaork, and
addressing the issues raised from time o
time on the subjects, results,
methodology, etc. related to all surveys.
The Terms of Reference for the SCoS also
included providing guidance for
comducting pilot surveys/pre-testing,
e:\p'lrmnu; the availability of a:lmlruﬁlntu. e

I.rrpntmd The 2021 census WJl\udﬂd';‘l‘dd\l(‘ID!hl COMID-19 pandemic, and even after three years,
the Centre has not provided a roadmap for the next census. MA SRIRAM

Central and State level agencies for
conducting surveys.

What is the role of the new
committee?

The Steering Committes, which replaces
the SCoS, has 17 members and one
non-member secretary. The Centre has
retained at least four members from the
SCoS in the Steering Committee other
than officials such as Ms. Rathore.
Sonalde Desai, Bishwanath Goldar, 5.
Chandrasekhar, and Mausumi Bose are
the four experts who are retained. The
tenure of the Steering Committee will be
for two years. Its Terms of Reference are
quite similar to that of SCoS, including

methodology and finalise the tabulation
plan of surveys.

The mandates of both the commitees
«clash in a way, though the composition of
the Steering Committee is different as it
has more official members while the SCoS
had several non-official members.

Why is there a pressure for a new
census?

Serious academicians and policymakers
have been demanding the Centre to
conduct a census. The Opposition said
that the lack of fresh data keeps crores of
people away from schemes such as the
National Food Security Act. The
Upmshlon has alsu been questioning the

reviewing subject results, methodol

statistics relating to sur

providing guidance for studying or
identifying data gaps, providing
additional data requirements, and
imparting technical guidance to the

pling frames,
sdmplmg,dcsq;n concepts, definitions,
survey instruments etc. related toall
Natbonal Sample Surveys. It will also

advise the Ministry on survey

5 00 and
unempln:-ment “On the pmndbc labour
force surveys too, there were questions.
Since the Census is conducted by the
Union Home Ministry, the Ministry of
Statistics has been telling the SCo8

What role does CSTT play in
standardising technical terms?

What is the “Shabd glossary platform? How many terms are available on the poral?

Si na Chakrabarty

The story so far:
n alignment with the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, i

impart education in the Indian

languages for an improved
understanding and improved
teachinglearning me, the
government has initiated technical
education, including engineering and
medicine in Indian languages. The All
India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) has introduced “AICTE Technical
Book Writing and Translation” in 12
scheduled Indian languages. The
government is also collaborating with
technical education departments o
distribute one set of books in Indian
languages for the 1‘hnru.n of each degree
and diploma-level institution. The
Commission for Scientific and Technical
Terminology (CSTT) has also laun
website offering technical terms in all 22
official Indian languages for various
educational subjects.

What Is CSTT?
The CSTT, established on October 1, 1961,
focuses on preparing standardised

»

scientific and technical terminology in
Indian languages. It regularly publishes a
range of bilingual, trilingual, and
multilingual glossaries, definitional
dictionaries, and monographs, besides
publishing quarterly journals named
‘Vigyan Garima Sindhu’ and *Gyan Garima
Sindhu'. The CSTT also takes up the
publication of university-level textbooks
through its Granth Academies, textbook
boards, and publication cells located in
various parts of the country,

Ivalse undertakes the publication of
administrative and various departmental
glossa at are widely used by
HOVETTiT Fpartments, institutions,
research laboratories, autonomous
organisations, and public sector units
besides organising workshops, seminars,
symposiums, conferences, orientation,
and training programmes to increase the
use and popularise the standard
terminology of Hindi and other Indian
languages.

What is the name of the new website
and how does it operate?

The CSTT glossary search website,
“Shabd,” is hosted at
‘hitps:/shabd.education.gov.in’. “Shabd™

is a data server that features all the
glossaries of CSTT in digital searchable
mode. Other institutions or agencies

paring dictionaries can also host their
work in digital form on this platform, The
aim is to showcase a central repository for
all the terminologies prepared in or for
Indian Languages.

The platform allows users to search for
scientific and technical terms in Indian
languages and provide feedback on
existing equivalents prepared by CSTT.
The search options include language,
subject, dictionary type. and language
pairs. It also allows users to search
specific glossaries or the entire collection.

What was the process of collating the
words?

The CSTT prepares the terminologies
through the Expert Advisory Committees
consisting of subject and language
experts, along with linguists, who are
focused on finding out the equivalent
terms in the specific subject areas and
language. The terminology prepared by
CSTT is used by Granth Academies,
textbook boards, and publication cells for
textbook preparation and is also used by
institutions such as NTA, NCERT, NTM,

mm\lxrs in fits meetings that it has no
deciding the date of census.

ans and academics argue that the

census can provide State and sub-district

wise data on issues such as education and

employment.,

‘What are the flaws in admi

208 dlissolved? What are the main roles of the new Steering Committee? How do the SCoS and the Steering Committee differ? How does the
2 How will the new committee address the data gaps? What issues have arisen from the delay in the census?

THE GIST

The 14-member Standing
Committee on Statistics
(5C05), led by Pronab Sen, has

data?

‘While the Centre has been claiming that
data provided by the EPFO, ESIC on its
enrolments and Reserve Bank of India’s
KLEMS (K: Capital, L: Labour,
daterials and S: Services) database

¢ picture about the employment
scenario in the country. However,
questions have been raised as
administration data, especially on labour,
is threshold-based. It is alleged that such
data was airing the perspectives of policy
architects or reflecting the government's
intentions.

The chances of manipulating the
administration data set were also high as
Government agencies generated that data
and it is also argued that such data has
limitations of analytical rigour,

On the other hand, survey-based data,
including the census, has universal
coverage without any thresholds,
providing a wider and bigger platform.
However, surveys such as PLFS could not
provide State or district-level data, but the
census will be able to provide even
sub-district data. PLFS also allegedly had
an urban bias.

How urgent is the next census?

The country's decennial census has been
conducted every ten years since the
18705, with the last census in 2001, The
2021 census was delayed due to the
COVID-9 pandemic, and even afte
years, the Centre has not provided a
roadmap for the next census. Economists
and policymakers argue that relying on
2011 census data for statistical surveys,
even after 13 years, will negatively impact
decision making. So they suggested that
the way forward is to conduct the next
census at the earliest,

ree

AICTE, and so on, The “Shabd” website
contains words taken from various
definitional dictionaries, glossaries, and
reference materials that have been

published by the CSTT over the years.

‘When was the portal launched and
what has been the TespOnse so far?
The site first went active in March this
year and since then, it has had 1,36,968
hits from across the country and the
world.

How many words drawn from how
many subjects are available on the
portal?

The entire collection which as of now
includes about 322 glossaries has about
(21,584,050 headwords), This covers
disciplines in Humanities, Social Sciences,
Medical Sciences, Engineering,
Agricultural Sciences, and more than 60
subjects such as Journalism, Public
Adminkstration, Chemistry, Botany,
Zoology, Psychology, Physics, Economics,
Mathematics, Civil and

&, Compiiter
Science, Political Science, Agriculture,
Culture, Transport, Geology, Capital
Market, Cell Biology, Broadcasting, Music
and I“ml.-;irh CSIT, AIML, Linguistics,
Forestry, Entomology, Plant Pathology,
S0l Science, Nematology, Sericulture,
LIS, and others.

Prof Girish Nath Jha, Chairperson of
CSTT, says, “The institution is working
hard to enable Indian languages as per
the huge mandate given to it by our
government and our constitstion. We
hope to progress faster by using Al and
related digital technologies in future™,

e

been dissolved due to overlap
with the Steering Committee
for National Sample Surveys.

SCoS advised on survey
methodologies, tabulation
plans, and addressed lssues
related to statistical surveys.

-

Thi iw 17-member Stesning
Committes, including four
foemer SCoS members, will
perfoarn similar functions but
with more official members.

-

There is significant pregiune to
conduct the neat census,
delayed from 2021 due to
COVID-19, to provide updated
data for dectsion-making.

-

Economists and policyma kers
recamemend conducting the
next census promply to ensure
accurate data for effective
decision-making.

THE GIST

-

The CSTT is responsible for
developing standardised
scientific and tichnical
verminslogy in Indian
languages.

-

The CSTT launchesd the *Shabd®
platfonm, a digital glossary
search website that hosts all its
technical glostariesina
searchable format.

-

This platform serves a5 a
centrall repasitary for scientific
and technical terms in Indian
Languages, sllowing users to
search by language, subject, or
dictionary type. It alms to
make terminologies mare
accessible and encourages
feedback from users to refine
translations.
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Is it time for India to introduce a Universal Basic Income?

PARLEY l

Arun Kumar

Retied employment generation, several countries have

professor of mooted the idea of a universal basic income

ECONOmics, (LB, This idea has gained

Jawaharlal since the International Labour Organization

Hebr (ILOY's most recent World

Unhersky, Social Outlook links the

m'l':;l': i and the increase in inequality to a surge in
automation and the use of artil

Adiseshiah

Chair Professor
at the Institute
of Sacial
Seiences

introduce a UBI?

Bhanumurthy
Directos, Madras
Sehool af
Economics,
Chennai. Views
are personal

jons of a UBI h:

ue to the phenomenon of jobless
growth, i.e., the rise in output and
tivity without the
ate growth in

i
introduce a UBI? N.R. Bhanumurthy and Arun
Kumar discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Kunal Shankar. Edited excerpts:

Professor Bhanumurthy, the ILO says 83% of
the unemployed population in India are the
youth. Given this grim scenario, it Is time to

traction, especially

mployment and
s in jobs growth

| intelligence
XS O [In.' Ways

N.R. Bhanumurthy: We must understand the
conoept of UBL It is universal and covers the
basle rm\is of the people. In India, we actually
erent forms of UBL Perhaps we can call
1-UBL I the last few years, vark
v been
such as cash transfer schemes for farmers
tes have begun cash

iplemented in

transfers even for unemployed youth. A type of
basic income support need not be universal, So,
in that context, 1am not sure whether we can
implement the pure concept of a UBL in India.

1think proponents of UBI make a distinction
between social safety nets like the ones you
point out and a base income regardless of
employment status. Professor Arun Kumar,

your response?

Arun Kumar: Pe
UEBI since 2015,
responsible for thi
of demand in the m:

plee have been talking about

re are several factors

bt prir: [
ket. I

it is the lack
nd contraction

ema

stunts growth, There is unemployment and
because of it, people don't have adequate
incomes. As a result, demand in the market

Conir
decline

cts and the rate of growth begins to

Soy, how do we generate demand? How doowe

Benerate NComes
don't have emplo
ofa UBl comes in

1o the people. That
where the problem
you pay for work dom

the hands of people who
7 nm is where the idea

I agree with Bhanu
g given by 1h(> state

Idyllic village, archaeological
wonder; cesspool of inequality

A place can be many things at the same time

M. Kalyanaraman

y parents were raised in a vil-
M lage, so during my summer va-
cations, | would visit my ances-

tral village in the the undn ided
Tirunelveli district of Tami
eves of shoolboy from (
rungulam village, with itz lush gree
fields of paddy and bananas, fresh air,
and simple folk, a peaceful retreat by
the Tamirabarani river. That perception
did not nge much even after | becamse
a journalist

Many years later, when Tamil Nadu
was gripped by drought and all the rivers
barring Ta barani were bone
sought to go to the pristine origins of Ta-
mirabarani and describe it as it Nowed.
My local contact took me to the Kani
tribes folk inside the Kalakkad Mundan-
1 i Tiger Reserve. But the medicine
man of the village who said he knew the
place of origin refused to take me there
sinee the monsoon had staned. [t was too
dangerous a climb, he said. The story
ended up being about the rest of the riv-
er. The saving of tigers had led to the for-
est belng saved and, inturn, the river too,

My contact asked me where my ances-
tors came from. | said it was a village by
the same river but there was nothing
noteworthy about it. He ed me the
name. When 1 sald Karungulam, his eyes
rolled up in a sign of comempt for me,
the ignorant city slicker. He said it was
perhaps the most important archacologi-
cal site in the State, likely more signifi-
cant than Keezhadi that had made a
splash in the media.

Called Adhichanallur and with only
small, rusted Archaeological Survey of I
dia signboard as a marker at that time, it
had been excavated multiple times over
more than 100 years, Carbon dating has
since then proved that the Adhichanallur
site, which falls in Karungulam pan-
chayat, is 3,000 years old

Besides being an archaeological won-
der, Adhichanallur had figured in global
scholarly discussions when the origins of

oM

B

a

humanity were unresolved. Until the out-
of-Africa thesis was proved, anthropol
gists in many countries felt that the skele-
tons dug up at Adhichans
that of the earliest of

been the site of an ancient civilisation, 1
realised.
During my visits to report for the two

i
rungulam since my ancestral house had
become too old and was falling apart. A
few months Later, the same lodge dst
paddy fields flashed in front of m;
adarkened cinema hall in
become the location for a scene in the
maovie, Partyerum Perurnal. Some upper
caste men sought to p lower caste
wouith i his place by urinating upon him
in that room.

Last year, during a visit to Karungu-
Lam, a villager tobld me that Mari Selvaraj,
the director of Pariyerum Perumal, was
shooting another film based on an acci-
dent that had happened many decades
ago, A truck carrying the people of Puli-

g in Karungulam
sre Selvaraj was born and
turned turtle and many had
d.

pers: Imi covered that tragedy
il. Ge the news,
elvaraj’s Vashai says the banana pickers
of I'ull) rangulam Il.ni demanded duuhlv
wages, which they got. Unwilling to cut
chown hiis profits, the contractor cut back
on their transportation was ferryi
them, not in empty trucks but one
ed with bananas.
On a fateful night, tragedy struck the
(l\PI’kMtll’(l truck. Vezhai portrays the ac-

verty and desperat hat lies behind
the apparent beauty of rural life,

From a simple idyllic village, Karungu-
Lam had become an archaeological won-
der and later, a cesspool of inequality.
But it was always all the three, and per-
haps more,

ktpananaman.m@thehinde.oodn

Construction workirs in Bengaluru, MURALI KUIMAR K

not done. S0, ina sen s @ failure of the
capitalist system that it is unable to generate
enough employment and incomes.

In the 19808, the World Bank had warned that
several Indians would fall behind and suggested
the creation of safety nets. This was tried in the
imbd-2000s in India with the right w
employment, food, education, and so on. But
the proble you give money for no work,
that doesn't give the person dignity. So,
providing work is essential. Otherwise it will
lead to alienation in society, because those who
have incomes and those who don't will be
divided and those who don’t have incomes will
be labelled as ‘good for nothing”, There will also
be poli 1 social implications. So, 1 think
we must generate enough employment, We can
do this provided our policies are structured
right.

The ILO report suggests that the reasons for
slow growth in jobs creation lie in the surge
in digital industries where the assembly line
is not the shop floor, but software and
applications, and the use of technologi

We need to focus more on universal b
social safety nets, We are not there, S¢
salery nets are very skewed between States

| st Chant bothy
s focus
more on social safety net universalisation.
MR BHANUMURTHY

scheme, Illchw: ates a lot of employment.
We have r problems in rural development
and agriculture. S0, the government has to be
more sensitive to generating employment by
focusing on employment-generating sectors.
The capital items that are belng funded include
the railway freight corridor, highway projects,
and the power sec Thn:st do not give much
direct employmer e projects in
construction would generate employment, but
now people work with bulldozers and cranes,
employing 10 people instead of hundreds. 5o,
while the efficiency :Jf u.ln'-lrlltl:llm Ty go up,
employm i

You pointed out the 1LO rqmrt There is nnl
only Al but a lot of automation taking place.
Think about the banking sector, for instance. lts
work has expanded enormously, but the staff
strength has been cut to half because we don'
need to go into the bank branch any longer, We
can do all our banking work on our Liptops and
mobile phones.

IFwe look at the trade sector, too, which is the
second biggest employer after agricultire in
Inclia, e-commerce has been growing

¥

expense of neighbourhood 5

Twenty years ago, people talked about jobless
growth. Now, they talk about job-loss growth.
Peaple who are getting displaced are unable 1o
find work elsewhere, so they have to generate
work for themselves, And that is why there has
been a growth in the self- employment sector at
very bow income levels.

such as AL India's Finance Minister and the
Chief Economic Adviser have emphasised
that private industry should invest more in
labour-intensive sectors. Is that really
enough to generate the kind of mass
employment required in India?

AK: The government ru.-uls o do more, If you

look at the Budget, capital investment has gone

up, but it is going into capital-intensive sectors,
i have been cuts in real terms in

nsive sectors such as education and

They that you just called as
Jjob] Joss growth is what the proponents of
UBI point to. Professor Bhanumurthy, your
response?

NRB: As Professor Arun Kumar mentioned, the
issue of unemployment in the recent period is a
very seriots issue, not only in Indian context,
but globally. The government came up with the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana to provide housing.
This will have a huge vt on the overall social
safety net at the rural level. In fact, my study has
shown that the rural housing scheme has had a
huge multiplier impact on employment

apportunities not only directly but indirectly as
well, seen in the n demand for core sectors
such as steel, cement, and electrical
components, | think the government was very
clear that its policies would focus more on
providing employment opportunities in addition
to growth. So, it is aware of this issue.

Where I don’t agree with Professor Arun
Kumar is yes, there is uneven distri ion of
incomes because of the kind of growth he
deseribed, but there has been growth in wages,
though this is much smaller than the growth in
profits, That is what the Economic Survey graph
suggests, So, in that sense, some of us have been
suggesting a re-look at the production-linked
incentives schemes that the government
announced that is being given for some parts of
the manufacturing sector post-COVID-19.

In terms of Al leading to job loss... | don't
think the 1.0 says there is job-loss growth or
Jobless growth. 1 think what it says is that going
forward, there could be an impact on
employment opportunities because of this, Tam
sure the labour market will adjust 1o those
innovations. Right now, 1 thi here isa
mismatch between the skills demanded and the
skills supplicd.

Right, so you're suggesting an intervention
in education to upgrade skills. Even so, jobs
created in the fourth industrial revolution, to
use Klaus Schwab's phrase, are either
extremely well paying, or highly precarious,
like gig work, leading to massive income
inequality. Do we not need a UBI to bridge
this gap?

NRE: Well, | think we need to be clear about
whether India is ready for UBL In my opinion,
we need o focus more on universal basic social
safety nets, We are not there, Social safety nets
are very skewed between States or even within
Siates, So, | suggest that the the Central and
State governments focus more on social safety
net universalisation.

AK: If the government raises more funds from
direct taxes, it is possible to bridge this gap,

bec our direct tax to GDP ratio is only about
6.25%. Many developed countries have a much
higher percentage. While we cannot compete
with the developed countries, we can ralse the
direct tax o GDP ratio ma y at least. It is
naot that we can't do it, it is a question of the
political will vo do it

Ta lister o the full interview
Scan lhomougete!mllnh
www thehindu.com

The staff of VPS Lakeshore Hospital in Kochi attend a karate training session at the premises of the hospital on Thursday. The hospital is offering training in martial arts to all its
staff members to ensure their safety at the workplace in the wake of the rape and murder of a trainee doctor in Kolkata. Mose than 100 women ace expected to take part in the

training $essions. THULASI KAKKAT

FROM THE ARCHIVES Ehf <

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEFTEMBER 13, 1974

Acute scarcity in seven Bengal
districts

Caleutta, Sept. 12: Seven out of West Bengal's
16 districts are now uncergoing conditions of
distress which are said to be the worst since
“time Bengal famine of 1943,
These seven districts cover mere than 45,000
scquare kilometres out of the State’s total area

of 87,600 square kilometres. The afflicted
people of these districts number about 16
millions out of the State’s population of 44
mill

5.
affected districts are: Bankura,
Midnapore, Purulia, Malda, West Dinajpur,
Jalpaiguri, and Cooch-Behar, The worst hit are
the three western districts of Midnapore,
Bankura and Purulia.

Midnapore is the third biggest district in the
country with more than 35 lakh population,
and an area of nearly 14,000 square
kilometres.

O

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPT. 13, 1924
New hospital for Rangoon

Rangoon, Sept, 12; H.E. the Governor Laid this
evening the foundation stone of the new
Dufferin Hospital, Rangoon. In doing so His
Excellency said that to-day would mark an
epoch in the hstory of Burma,

The old Hospital which had done useful
essential work at great creditable voluntary
effort was not equal to the demands upon the
institwtion,

E 3
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Trade-off in
Lakshadweep

Plans to push tourism in the islands will need
to be weighed against the long-term impact
on their fragile coral ecosystems

country’s smallest territory, Lakshadweep,

stands ata crossroads: Should it prioritise

development or preserve its unique ecology. A

push by the Union Territory (UT) administration
o boost tourism infrastruciure has started t further
strain the limited resources in an already climate crisis-
ridden environment. A prolonged marine heatwave
that started in October 2023 has damaged nearly 75% of
the corals in the archipelago. While a majority are now
on their way to recovery, a warming of L5°Cis projected
tolead toa boss of 70-90% coral reefs, and 2°C warming
toa loss of 99% (with regional differences). With these
alarming projections, experts and locals have called for
amore sensi ble and sustninable development.

Any development model, however, will only be
successful if it takes the local ecobogy, geography and
demography into account, The corals are essential for
the islands, Not only do they support the marine
bibodiversity of the atolls, which, in wrn, alds the fishing
mn'lrnunilydﬂ‘e regim.l‘he corals contribute to
coastal pre d sea-level rise,
andmm:mulnamumfonumgawrmm
temperature rise, plastic pollution, higher acidity, or
any kind disturbance to natural habitat can lead to
stress, causing coral mortality in the long run. Whether
or not short-termism will decide policy will make all
the difference. The junior minkster for environment
recently told the Lok Sabha that the bleaching was
“asporadic event” and does not have a major impact
on tourism and fishing “as of now.”

The tourism push will necessitate several steps,
First, an increase in the frequency of transport to the
UT and between the islands. Second, a construction
boom to create hospitality infrastructure, Third,

a provision for long-term storage of food and provision
of drinking water; at the moment, only non-per

If Dhaka wants Del
to extradite Hasina

Bangladesh may read the
law in its favour, but the
callon the former
Bangladesh PM's
extradition will have to
be a political decision

wer since Shelkh Hasing,
the former Prime Minlster
of Banglid esh facing moss
profests at hore, neskgned,
fed, and took refuge in
Ik, the clemnnes for ber
extradition have been doing the
rounds, This demand took concrete

desh Extradition Treaty signed by the
Sheikh Hasina government in 2013,
Section 12(2) of the 1962 Extradition
Act extends the mcvam parla of
India’s exctradition kaw m
Bangladesh may mly on 03
treaty to request Hasina's extradition.
Article 1 of the treaty obligates
ladesh and India (o extradie not just
thase Individuals in their eeritories
who have been found gullty of com-
mitting an extraditable offence (an
offence punishable under the
Indian and Banglodeshl laws
by at least a one-year |ail
term) in the other country's

L
of Bangladesh's International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT). which was re-cstab-
lished in 2000 by the Sheikh Hasina
government, sakd that the legal proc-
55 to bring Hasina back o Bangla-
lesh had started. Complaints have
been filed sgminst Hosina under the
ICT for committing genocide and
crimes agadnst humanity. Hasina has
alsa been loth

share the evidence of the offence was
dome away with in 2006 to expedite
the extradition of the accused,
Thus, India is under a legal obliga-
tion to extradite Sheikh Hasina if
Bangladesh makes such a request.

First, Article 6

Huvm!rdh:lm.la-ﬂalmtshlim The 2003 Indi: eaty doesn't force part
ditdon Treaty menti for fved il the treaty RLUTERS
Uons 1o extradl llng an lml\-'JduaJ
Decause the against him®  2(3) of aty d
o may berefused if the oﬂ'enm!ml‘ hias not been made "in faith in  terminate :hu mnty at any iime Ig-

a political charscier (the political
exception). Section 31(1)
of the 1962 Extrad ition Act
alsa provides for this politi-
il exception, So, can Indin

the intevests of justice”. The same
principle s reflected in Section 29 of
the 1962 Extradithon Act. This provi-
slon may apply to Hasina's cose.
Given the cireunstances in which she
wul.mmli\mwmrnnﬂlh.[m
that her pol are run-

Eiving a notice. The treaty shadl ceise
ter have effect six menths after the
dateof the notice, There s nothing in
the treaty which says that extradition
revjuests received before the termina-
tioh will have 1o be processed by the

terrimries. But it also extends rely on these provisions 1o
to those individuals who deny Hislna's

hawe b wodd with com- Prabhash The answer {s no bocause
mittingerimes, Thus, Hastna. 100350 it 5, of the treaty spe-
canbeextrndited even ifshe  RanJan  cifically exchudes crimes bike

i yet to be proven guilty in
the Bangladeshi courts,
Charging her of these crimes is suffi-
cient to trigger the process of her
extracdition rom India,

Mareover, under Article 10(3) of
the Indla I?hngladesh Extradition
It {s suffl-

wases for a vartety of orlmes ranging
from murder and torture wenforoed
disappearance. In this regard, if and
when Bangladesh (the requesting
State) makes o formal request 1o ndia
(ihe requested State) 1o extrodite
Haslna, what are New Delhi's legal
options?

Licnl [u( Uhee roguesting State o pro-
duce o warrant of arrest kssued by a
competent suthority, There is no need
to share the evidence of the erime
comnited with the reguested Stse, 1
|s eritical to note that this is duwe 1o an
amendment made 1o the treaty in

murder and other crimes
that international law
recognises such as genocide and
rimes s;aiusl humanity from palit-
al ollen

bcmnd Alllt‘l\' 7 nllows 1m-

e

ning affairsin Balshduh and baying
for her blood. it can be argued that the
charges levelled against her arcinflu:
enced by vendetta and political kostil-
ity. If she is retwrned 1o Bangladesh,
arguably, there is a high risk of her
ot getting a Exir trial. Ths, her extre-
dition will be oppressive and unjust

tion riduest lI'lJm punan would be
Arled In s courts for the extradition
olfence. This provision Loo will ol
apply o Hosina because there is noth-
Iigg to show that she will face erial in
Inclian courts,

Third, Article B{1){a)(ili) of the
Areaty stafes that @ person meay not be

di

3018, The orgr

d If *he satisfies the

s
Apart from Indis's Act
of 1962, the pivotal legal instrument in

the eiden

that it would, having
'cinnl e all the cire umeances, be

This interpretation may nol be
ble to the Bangladesh

wha would claim that holding Hasina
twaccount for her autocratke ruke bs in
the lnterestof justice. The India-Bang-
londesh Extradition Treaty does not
provide for any binding adjudicatory
mechanism. Thus, both sides can
stick w thedr legal interpeetations of
Artiche B api), without any dispute

the treaty
to exist. Whaether India will exenclse
this option would depend on how
miich India vahies Hasina, who has
been a friend of New Delhi, Whike
New Del hi would like 1o stand with
Hasina. unilaterally terminating the
treaty might sour its relations with
Dbaica, which India can ilk-aflord fora
variety of strategic and diplomatic
relations.,

At the end of the day, the eall on
Hasina's extradition is about politics,
not 50 much about law. But whatever
declston Indks takes, it should dexter-
oy emjoy internatlonal law lan-
uage to serve ity political needsand
Justify its decision.

ot thet

g whiose Inter

body
[pretation is correct.
Indin has another legal oplion,

Janilel Global Livw Sehed,
0P Jindid G lotaf Uinfversiry.

the current case is the Indis-Bangla-

toshare
Mungwilmh: arrest warrant with the
- The

1o unjustor

which will b one, Article

The views expressed are personal

Sitaram Yechury fostered
deep, lasting friendships

itaram Yechury, & veteran of national
politics and on of the lesding Mghts of
e G Party of India (M

As a parltamentarian, Yechury had a for-
midatle and bn:dulpﬂ:mm:c His elfective-
s and

Is1), hewwes behind o rich legocy of
enmarnderie in politics,

Yectury and | beganais palitical jourmeys

, from su-]m:ul.m.ml

can be stocked and there are desalination plants on five
islands. And last, a continuous supply of power.
Currently, weekly ofl supplies from the mainkand are
used to produce electricity through generator sets,
With all this, the islands’ ecology is likely to come under
severe strain, with no guarantee of benefit to locals,
Onequestion that koorns is: With the local
pop s to the climate crisis being
minimal, should they be the ones bearing the bruntof
this defayed development push? This question, perhaps.
resonates with the one that has left most global
negotiations fraught with disagreements with the
Global South seeking larger contributions to mitigate
the crisis from the Global North.

Make prevention the
focus of health policy

he government’s move to expand the Ayushman

Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-

PMIAY) to cover those above 70 years of age
recognises a key need of the health care architecture in
India — ensuring access to health care for the elderly
by making it affordable for them to also seek it in the
private sector. It is a significant shift given the elderly
are likelier to face more frequent and greater health
care needs than the younger population while being
devoid of regular income. With rising medical costs
and public health care well short of saturation in
terms of reach and infrastructure, this expansion
could make a significant difference to the lives of the
country’s elderly — more so since it will complement
the recent removal of the 65-years cap on health
insurance by the insurance regulator,

That sald. there will be pressures on the fiscal side.
‘While the government has estimated an initial cost of
3,437 crore, this will need to be expanded in the years
ahead given the scheme is demand-based. The fact is
that longevity in India is rising, as s the burden of non-
communicable diseases, many of which are chronic.
As the ageing of the population accelerates in the
coming decades, the pressure from funding health care
will rise in tandem.

To mitigate this, the need is now fora focused
approach on healthy living, geared towards preventive
and pre-emptive medical attention. While the elderly
are the immediate catchment for this, there has to
be concurrent efforts to also include the younger
generations for accumullated effects on health later
im life. Parallelly, the government must work on
improving the reach and quality of public health care
to provide affordable health care to all sections of the
population, including the elderly.

were marked by his active participation (n
proceedings of the Upper House. Asa fellow
purlinmentarian and later ns Chaisman ol the
Rajya Sabha, I had witnessed his ability to

wPa

\'ai'mﬂapzdﬂdm Mnﬂmipmﬂmllryﬂn
eerity and genuine affection for ench other,
despite belonyging | wwlil.ml parties with dia-
metrically opposite ideologies.

Asa parliamentarian and sendor politiclan
whose mother tongue was Telugu (like
mine), he and linteracted over a wide range
of issues and exch ideas on anumber
of occasions over :e ears. We did not
always agree, bt our ondshlo
remialned unaffected and warm as
ever.

Yechury's political 1ife, much
like mine, began in the vibrant
milieu of sudent activism of the
19708 His Lefi-leaning ideologies
were evident from the ey days. A
powerlul speaker from his days os
a student keader, he conducted his
poditical activism with much spirit
and was highly elfective. He wos detained
during the Emergency imposed by Indira
Gandhi's government. His imprisonment,
like mine, durimg this dark period only
strengthened his reputation as a fearless
young leader and champion of individual
Treedoms and civil liberties.

(Owver the decades. our cose friendship fur-
ther cemented, though we always had our
peditical and ideological differences, Our dis-
cussions always ended on a cordial note, on
e prineiple of “let us agree to disagree.”
Yechury's innate ability o connect witha
diverse range of people became one of his
most cherlshed qualities. | know with cer-
Rality that he had an exceptional abllity to
ond with individuals from all walks of life,

Hisabicing warmth, humour, and gemu-
e interest in others: fostered doep and last-
ing relationships, transcending the usual
houndaries of political afflliations. All these
attributes taken together, with his shamp
inte lhoet and conviction of principles thrown
in, made Yechury a highly respected figure
acros the politieal spectrum,

In this mrleﬂ. not Trnn:l lmd('rs inour

M Venkaiah
Naidu

Late complex issues with rermarkable
clarlty and precision.

Yechury's speeches in Parliament were
meticulously crafted arguments that were
substantiated by sound research and laced
with generous doses of humour. He was a
firm believer in preparation and informed
debate, In this, be reminded me of the traits
he shared with other friends and collcagues
of mine. such as Arun Jaltley and Sushma

Swar

It is worth mentioning hene that
Yechury, &s ks widely known, was a
voracious reader. His extensive
reading cut across a range of discl-
plines, which informed his political
thoughe and public discourse, His
understanding of global and
national issues was exceptionally
Insightful. and he brought a rare

rhofknnwlzﬂgc e il political
insights and engngements. Yechury's pen-
chant for drawing from a wide range of sour-
eesand perspectives ndded to his reputation
asan cmpﬂonﬂ intellectual.

e of Yechury's most defining character-
istics was his ummr«nchabk integrity. In
these times of wn bridled opporiunism and
unabashedly shifting loyalties. 'l’u:hur)' was
a beacon of political steadfastness. His adher-
ence 1o his principles was always non-nego-
Unbbe. Even when his stamd appeared contro-
werslal 1o many in his party. as happened o

case with regard wo the issue of the
IndorUS Nuclear Deal during the United Pro-
gressive Alllance (UPA) era. he stuck o his
guns and was unyleld ing In sermis of his con-
wiction.

Yechury's absence will be doeply felt in our
public life, He was o towering leader who, it
can be said, shaped the broader political dis-
course with his insights and perspectives. [
will profoundly miss the conversations we

JOSEP BORRELL
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The disregard for the basic principles
of inte

by the inte

ional humanitar
cannot and should not be
ational co

1 law
accepted
munity

Ot bl ¥ i starffiers from thie UN Palestindan refuges '
agency in israel alr strikes on a s chool-tumed-shelter in Gaza *™

HT

A centralised focus to
unlock R&D prowess

those in metropolitan citles, India’s vast and

diverse

nahia's asplrations w be a global leader in
I nesairch {7 0y

g Is toeming with untapped
o ey Mﬂl-h'L bint rnd
s research lesss thuan 1% ",,'-\,..,  robe in lridging
of lis GOP. The Amsandhan Natonal Research  the urbanerural divide,
ANRF) sechs The foundation, however, s not without chal-

ange, Comeeptualised as part of the National
Eduention Policy fNEI’\ the ANRF aims o fouer

Terges.
bersome bureau cratic processes. A frequent

il

greater collab diemia, indus-
my.ar shile enic 1 public-
private partnerships for transformative nnova:

i ps
tions. The ANRF is designed to provide sus-
tained, centralised funding for research across
disciplines, Historically, research funding in
Indka has been mmtanﬂﬁw& By

focus on breskding work,
One ol Its most ambl tous goals bs (o bridge

™ oA Iy "

i sed by rid
tape, which often delays the disbursemcnt of
funds and stiflcs. mm\mlun The .AI\'IIF mll
mevd boadopt a mone agike approach 1o
ane, eﬂmﬂnnﬂnl fumds ane allocaled 1n a
timely manner and that rese
down by administrative debiys.

Moreower, transparency and sccourntabilin
will becriseal in mitigating the risks of misallo-
cation of resourees. TS e
thist ﬂmd.lng |1d|m']b|m et only w kp-ter

indusiry in lndia, While Indlan sca-
dheinl Institisthons are no straigers o
producing workd-chss resenrch, much
of this output has Eailed to ranslsie
intocommercially-vinble innovations.
This disconmect has stifled the coun-

uised to have, as also the other i
rich with his insights, wit and humour, |
would like to conclude by saying that we
:ﬂwn@\hﬂlﬂmd that we were rivals. but not

potitical life today have th
he had, and thisis ane of the principal rea-
sond, among many, why he will be sorely
missed on the natlonal stage.

One of Yechury

enemics,

Thieaushor ts the former Vige President of India,
The views expressed are persomal

and roglon research centres. Only by
ernbirachig Inchushdly can the founds-
Hon ensure that India’s research
elforis are truly nakion o i scope.
The ANRFs success will also
depend on Its ability to align is

try's ability to harness [ts full innova: —— Achypgsh  mesearch priorites with Indin's
mml.mmwm Sharma Brosder national goals, The founds-
i ton must ensare that its research
sities and indusiries, by aligning A i btk b
research sgendas with national pron- Development Goals (SDGs), Innova-
ties and ensuring that research o tions in clean energy. ajrlmlm
comnes ane readity tramsferable to mar- health care, md:hﬁli
et sty players, in turn, will have essential for India's cont
the opportunety ko shape research inli- nomie aowlh and its alull:y la
atfves, ensuring that academic pursuis d address (ts most pressing socketal
are both relevant and responsive o Pranav challenges. Global collaboration will
real-world necds. Sharma beanother critical factor. The ANHFs.
The: ANRF emphasts on international pariner-
uwmnuu yeannot be - = ip 1y | ‘h:i
axdressed through silocd approsches exchange ieus, participate in
o rescarch. yu challenges are complex,  lawowled) - - > il =

ﬂllsl\:ﬁl’d i ANRF plices o strong emplasis
roscarch. By fo g

it
intends o spur innovations um:m ot oty
groundbreaking but also adaptable o the g
by changing demeands of the modern workd,
Thslmﬂthwywmhpmimnslrﬂm

gobal

ANRF's establishment marks o plwtal
moment in Indin's cvolution as a knowledge
econony, I mpact, havever, will not be -

the bt
Iy Wu,nlglblw_mdwdd ouibenmes it enabiles,
By fossering a culture of curlosity, critical think-
ingg,and wlilc EgAREITIETL II hais the potemtial

gobal dhall I s, park- Tis success will depend on its
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DIS/AGREE
THEBESTOF BOTH SIDES

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate
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Images of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud
praying together have become controversial. Do they breach a line or is it just much ado?

It’s personal,
not political

Criticism of PM-CJI practising their faith
together shows little understanding of Indian
traditions — democratic, religious, cultural

BHUPENDER YADAV

NEW BEGINMINGS IN life accompany
hopes of positivity, In the Indian religio-
cultural milieu, people offer prayers to
Ganapati before they start new ventures,
acquire new possessions, or embark on
new Jnurneys Ganesh Chaturthi, or
Vi havithi, i with great
gusta fram the north to the south of India.
It is as much.a celebration of India inall its
colours, as it is of faith itselE.

Festivities are also occasions of coming
together. They are opportunities to pray,
eatand bond, A controversy over who cel-

Nobody objected to it. Even then CJI
Balakrishnan attended an Iftar party
hosted by former PM and Congress le ader
Manmaohan Singh. Such examples are a
dime adozen. No hullabaloo broke out be-
cause decency in politics, which the BJP
practised even as the principal Opposition,
respected the fine line between the
personal and political.

Institutional and personal interaction
between the members of judiciary and ex-
ecutive is not alien to Indian democracy. In
fact, thisis essential for healthier function-
ing of democracy.

Counsels who represent their clients
before learned judges also socialise to-
gether, Mo motive is ascribed to the mo-
ments the two sides share on a personal
level. Polmcal nppnlu:nts also :uum: to-
getherbath d grief.
To comner the P and the CJl over their per-
sonal choice to come together for a pooja
reflects petty politics and a defiberate will
to paint Indlan institutions as compro-

ebrates the festival
tunate as it is frivolous.
Images of the prime minister of the
‘world's largest democracy celebrating a fes-
tival with the chief justice of a country
‘wiere the judiciary is not just respected, but
alsn revered, sent out a message of positiv-
ityand bonding, P Narendra Modi and CJl
DY Chandrachud, two men who carry the
expectations of 140 crore
Indians tocreate a progres-
sive, just society with anin-

misec. This h tof

the Oppaosition.
The Indian government and the Ol have

in the judicial arena. Both hawve heard out
eachother'sviews in keeping with the high-
estjudicial practices of the country, In many
cases, the government has been qucsnmﬂd
The same peaple casting the

Against
their oaths

PMand CJI's public display
of faith, together, undermines
constitutional assurances

INDIRA JAISING

THE CHIEF JUSTICE of India (CJI) and the
Judges of the Supreme Court [SC) on ap-
pointment, take an oath of office to the
effect that they will bear true faith and al-
legiance to the Constitution of India, and
that they will dully and faithfully, perform
their duties without fear or favour, affec-
tion or ill-will, and that they will uphold
the Constitution and the law,

Photographs tweeted by the Prime
Dinister, show him at a Ganesh puja with
CJI DY Chandrachud and his spouse. It is
clear that the PM was an invited guest.
This raises several questions. Primary
amongst them is whether the CJI has
been true to his oath of office.

The 5C has held that secularism is a
biasic feature of the Constitution. Quoting
Upendra Baxi, the Supreme Court in 5§
Bommui v Union of tndia { 1994), held thar
that “secularism” in the Constitution con-

maotive of the "PM-CJI
meet” had hailed the
courts then. The govern-

the “state by itself, shall not es-
pouse or establish or
practise any religion.”
The Court, in the same

«court lawyers to function in a manner
that the "dhwaja of justice” keeps flying.
“Dhwaja” is a Hindu symbol 50 how does
this square with secularism and his cath
of office?

The puja, in public view, by two
constitutional functionaries raises the
question of whether religion is being
infused into the judiciary. India is a
multi-faith society, so how does the pub-
lic display of one religion by constitu-
tional functionaries comply with their
oath of office? In § R Bommai, the SC
observed that “the Constitution does
not recognise, itdoes not permit, mixing
religion and State power. Both must be
kept apart.”

Assuming that this pujo was constitu-
tionally permissible, why invite the PM
only? Why was the head of state, the
President, not invited ? Why were the CJI's
brother and sister judges and the Leader
of the Opposition not invited? As
Supreme Court Bar Association President
Kapil Sibal points out, there have been
Maharashtrian judges before (including
the CJI's illustrious father) who have
never invited a PM to their residence for
aGanesh pujo.

This brings us to the separation of
powers between executive and judiciary.
Mumcsqulcu wrote, *_there is no Ilbcny
iftt ‘judging are not
from the legislative and ex-
ecutive.” Justice must after
all, mot only be done, but

clusive growth trajectory,
partaking in Ganesh Fooja
at the CJI's residence of-
fiered visuals that symbol-
ise secularism in its truest
nature. The visuals re-
Hected the health of Indian
institutions thatdon't work
at cross-purposes, rather
together, for one goal —
taking India ahead.

The fact that the prime
minister himself posted
this video in the public do-
main demonstrates the
ldnd of transparency, ethics
and propriety followed by

The fact that the prime

minister himself posted
this video in the public

domain demonstrates

the kind of transparency,

ethics and propriety
followed by these two
constitutional
authorities steering
India Itis thes er

which is hidden. It is the

pure which is shared.
The video was shared in
the same spirit.

ment, on its part, has speft
out its views cogently be-
fore the b ourt

judgment, also held
that “every individual
ill have, in that

in all such matters. Both
sides have shown integrity
and decency in handling
such matters in further-
ance of Indian traditions
‘where ways to the most

complex  issues  are
fioumd through discussions
and  debates, but
not confrontations.

In the same spirit, the
PM-C]JI chose to practise
their faith together. it is un-
fortunate that the incident

un:lr:r an equal right to
freedom of conscience
and religion”.

Mobody can gues-
tion the right of the CJI
and the PM to enjoy the
freedom of conscience
and religion privately,
The question, however,
is whether the public
display of their faith
breaches their respec-
tive oaths of office. The
answer, undoubredly, is

MNobody can
question the right
of the CJT and
the PM toenjoy
the freedom of
conscience and
religion privately.
The question, however,
is whether the public
display of their faith
breaches their respective
oaths of office. The
answer, undoubtedly, is
in the affirmative.

also be seen to be done.
This continues to be the
law of the land. For the
sake of institutional sanc-
tity, the CJl needs to answer
the following questions.
One, at whose invita-
tion did the PM go to the
CJI's residence? Twao, why
were other constitutional
functionaries not present?
Were they invited? Three,
in the two-year tenure of
the CJI, how many times
has he met the PM for so-
cial and|or religious func-
tionsin private? Four, why

these two constitutional

authorities steering India.

It is the sinister which is

hidden. It is the pure which is shared. The
videowas shared in the same spirit.

There are many who upon seeing the
wisuals waxed elogquent about how the CJI
and his family welcoming the Prime
Ministerof India at their howse and praying
together spelt trouble for Indian demo-
cratic traditions. Truth be told, these peo-
ple have little knowledge or understand-
ing of Indian traditions — democratic,
religious, cultural or otherwise,

Inone of his interactions, the late jurist,
Fali Nariman, mentioned how former
Bombay High Court Chief Justice MC
Chagla and then Chief Minister Morarji
Desai used to meet onoz a month over tea
to discuss any issues they may have had.

N | |

is being used for politics.

The precedent can be rather

dangerous. Constanthy try-
ing to create doubts in the minds of the peo-
ple with regands to the institutions that pov-
em themis a dog-whistle for anarchy.

Personal life of judges or the head of
government should not be used as a toal
to cast aspersions on their competence
or integrity.

Coming together is characteristic of
Indian festivals. Even foreign beaders pose
for photos and videos merrily on festivals
like Holi and Diwali. This sharing is our
strength, Let us celebrate this strength in
the spirit it deserves, Politics can wait|

Bhupender Yadmv is Lnion Cobinet
Minister for Environment,
Forest & Climare Change

o iE m

in the affirmative,

This is the first
known case in India’s
Judicial history, where a sitting CJl has in-
wvited a sitting PM to a public display of
religinsity, with videographers and pho-
tographers to ensure that the event is
matde public. The CJl is in a saffron kurta
wehile the PM is wearing a Maharashtrian
topi{cap ). One must also remember that
the CJI has heard, and is due to hear
shortly, the case relating to the disquali-
fication of legislators from Maharashtra
and the use of party symbols by the two
factions of the Shiv Sena.

‘This is not the first time that we have
seen this kind of display, but we let each
instance pass, creating a new normal. In
January, the Ol visited the Dwarkadhish
Temple in Gujarat, and urged district

was a private religious rit-
ual used for a photo- up?
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“In a contest that comes down to a tiny fraction of the clectorate... everything

matters, be it debate success o - yes

‘s endorsement. Ms Harris's

aylor Swil

campaign knew they needed a dear victory on Tuesday. But even as they celebrate,

they know it is only one step.”

= THEGUARDIAN

What Centre can
learn from states

By placing cashdirectly in the hands of women,
direct benefit transfers offer financial autonomy,
improve their position in the family

ZERO HOUR
BY DEREK (VBRIEN

electoral dividends in the 18th Lok
Sabhaelection,

Let's look at Maharashira and the DET
play. The state government announced the
Ladld Bahin scheme in the budget this June.
The first tranche react it
ofwomen in August. The second tranche is
likely to reach beneficiaries mid-October. ks
this the primary reason why the

along with elections in Haryana, and
Jammu 8 Kashmir? Will the Ladki Bahin
scheme be cnm.lgl\tnsccurrﬂlel\.gw-

LETME BEGIN by shari
tistics. India's fernale labowr force partici-
pation rate is just 28 per cent. One out of
three young peopde is not engaged in edu-
cation, employment or training, with
women making up 95 per cent of this
group. For every five menin managerial po-
sitions, only one is a woman, India ranked
127th out of 146 countries in the Global
Gcndcr C.ap Index 2023 Thrce out of 10

cxpemnc:d\mlm from tiv:llsp:ulsesas

ernment? Orwi assault
ontwochil
Let your columnist stick his neck our and
call a win for the Maha Vikas Aghadi coali-
tion Later this year.

Besides Maharashtra, NDA states like
Assam and Madhya Pradesh run similar
schemes. Opposition states running DBT
schemes for women are Tamil Nadu,
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka and Punjab.
‘West Bengal has Lakshmir Bhandar.
Amartya Sen’s Pratichi Trust, analysmg

lapu int?

pera survey by Niti Aayog. Bengal's Lakshmir Bhandar scheme, opined
]n rlenion manifestos, speeches in - that cash mcennw:s have enhanced
ori (oS, EVETy o~ wWomen’ ial decisions
I|L|a.1parry\ml]m]|;u|thatthmu aneed  and improved their position within the
forwomen tobeempowered financiallyand  family. The study stated that four out of five

socially”, That is easier said than done. The
challenge is: How do you provide financial
.umwrw. or even a small degree of finan-

‘womenspend the money at theirwill, and

one out of 10 decide how to spend the

money after chatting with their hushands.
had

the labour force?
EnmrDJmcrEcanlardm(DBT:L

All the data from ground research that
yourcolumnist has gleaned on this subject
indicates one important trend: Much of the
income that comes through DET is spent by
thewomanat her wn discretion, Targeti
low-income households through these
schemes is especially beneficial as tllese

allocate a larger i

their income to basic necessities like Fwd
and fuel, This is evident from the fact that

50,
that their position in the family improved,
empowering them in reality.

All these schemes are fully sponsored
by the states. Then there are 53 ministries
under the Union government that run 315
DET schemes Ofthese, 13 are related tothe

Ministry of Women and Child
Dy T inistry abnyrsmal
track i chemes

and ranks 31 in the DBT Performance
Rankings. Intriguingly, there is no central
scheme that directly transfers financial

the bottom 20 per cent of

spend 53 per cent of their income on food,
while urban households in the same
bracket allocate 49 per cent. Given these
patternsof highconsumption, muchof the
money provided through DET circulates
back into the economy.

Moy tor the politics of DBT, which is not
s0 cut and dried. Rolling out the scheme
doesnot guarantee an election win, YSROP's
Jagananna Amma Viodi, launched in January
2020, dicl o o the magsic for Jagan Mohan
Reddy in Andhra Pradesh in june 2024, In
Telangana, the story was different. KTR's
BRS must be ruing the fact that they didn’t
have a similar DET scheme in place.
Congress’ Mahalakshmi Scheme, adapted
from their own Kamataka (Gruha Lakshmi)
maxdel and swiftly introduced after the big
Telangana Assembily win in 2023, paid rich

uppart oall specif-
ically targets low-income women [the
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
Eives financial support to pregnant and
lactating mothers).

In an election speech earlier this year,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah said on
record, "We [B]P) will not stop the DBT
scheme (Lakshmir Bhandar). In fact, we will
raise the assistance by Rs 100, It isn't only
Shahwho is impressed. The IMF has called
India’s DET schemes a “logistical marvel”.
So, should we wait for a national rollout?
This will, in a small way, help change for the
better the statistics mentioned in the open-
ingof this column

The writer is MPand leader, Al India
Trinamool Congress Parliomentary Party
(Rujya Sabha). Research by Dheemunt fain

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LEARN FROM FAILURE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, “Fill the
skill gap (IE, September 12), The lsrael
job scheme was launched after the
Hamas attack on October 7, 2023, and
waorkers were promised hefty salaries.
Since these recruitments were done by
both government and private busi-
nesses, the Government of India will
have to take responsibility for not con-
ducting adequate screenings. More
than 500 such workers have come
back from Israel and around 2,000
visas were cancelled due to this deba-
cle. Itis not difficult to impart construc-
tion work related skills to our youth
and this experience must be a huge
learning for the government and
India’s working age population,

Bal Govind, Nedda

PATIENTS FIRST

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Month af-
ter rape and murder of a doctor,
Kolkata is a city at the barricades' (IE,
September 11). There's no doubt that
the security and safety of doctors
waorking in various hospitals across the
country deserve full attention, ur-
gently. Arthe same time, crippling the
medical system with thousands of
waiting patients does not bode well,

Five, was the

the Maharashtrian topi lost on the CJ1
given that the Maharashtra elections are
coming up? Six, given this overt display
of Hindu symbaols, ymns and rituals, can
non-Hindu litigants expect impartial
justice from the CJI7

The oath of office requires allegiance
not only to the Constitution but
also toone's conscience. Can the CJ1hon-
esthy say he has been faithful to his? | have
nothing to offer but a guote from
Shakespeare: "0 judgement, thou art fled
to brutish beasts and men have lost
their reason!”

The writer is a Senior Advocate,
Supreme Court

epaperindianexpressicom I .

Factors increase the risk
of violence for health workers, they
could mean risk of much suffering or
even death for patients. 5o, as directed
by the Supreme Court and in the inter-
est of public welfare, the doctors of
‘West Bengal must resume their duties
without any further delay. Human life
is precious. It cannot be the price of
protest, however justified the reasons
for it may be.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

PEACE IN MANIPUR
THIS REFERS TO the article, Why

banipur is Far away’ ([E, September
12). It seems that the current govern-
ment has taken a different mcaningtn
“Gandhi ji's three mnnl:cys I.t is spe-
ing, hearing and il
when it comes to Manipur. And itis no
surprise, The government has for long
taken the approach of dosing its eyes
when it comes to Manipur. The con-
structed narrative of "us”™ vs “them"
has not been challenged by the state;
M Biren Singh did quite the opposite
arguahly. Events in Manipur are being
ignored by the national media too. The
state machinery has failed but is not
willing to let go of the chair. The fuel-
ing of ethnic tensions between the
kukis and Meiteis through the years
could not have gone unnoticed. It is
unbecoming for a government to shy
away from conflict. Adequate and swift
action including fixing accountability
and punishing the offenders is the
need of the hour.
Ramanpreet, via email

NUANCING HEALTH

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Pulling
back from edge’ (IE, September 11).
The number of suicides in India sig-
nal a bigger malaise. Focusing on fam-
ily history, mental ill health, drug and
alcohol use as causes is not sufficient
often. The government must shed its
parochial perspective and view the
problem from a more nuanced socio-
political lens — one that recognises
that many of those triggers crop up
because of the failure of the govern-
mental machinery. Trampled hopes,
a hypocritical environment, discrim-
ination, information imbalance,
hunger, poverty, etc., can and many
times are factors behind mental
ill health. Recognising these as
symptoms is the first step towards
course correction, in and out of the
doctor's office.

Pratishtha Saini, Voranasi
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RAMNATH GOENKA

COMRADE, FRIEND, ALLY

Sitaram Yechury’s pragmatism was rooted in his understanding
of Marxism. For Opposition, he will be hard toreplace

VERSINCE INDUA attained Independence, a fundame iom has divided

the country's communists, in terms of both ideclogy and tactic: How shoulda

“revolutionary movernent”, keeping with Mandist principles, engage with the

complex setof social Bactors and political actorsofa mumry thislayered and so
diverse ?Thisc i d, and the wed, with
the rise of the B]P as one of two major national parties since the late ‘805 Sitaram Yechury,
general secretary of the Communist Party of India-Marxist { CPM), who died at 72 on
Thursday, was seen by many as a “pragmatic comrade” —unlike the “hardliners”, who are
oppesed to working with the Congress, not just the BIF. Along with his predecessor
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, Yechury was an alliance builder since the days of the United Front
povermnments of the 19905 In an era of renewed coalition palitics post the 2024 peneral
election, Yechury was not mercly a comrade and guide fior communists — he played that
role for the INDIA bloc as a whobe, It will be difficult for the Opposition to find another fig-
ure with his ideological and moral clarity, as well as political-tactical nimbleness.

“Yechury, along with colleague, friend and sometimes rival Prakash Karat, began his po-
litical career in JNLL wehere he ws thrice the student’s union president. He was involhved in
the anti-Emergency movement and spent some time in prison. in 1992, Yechury and Karat
entered the CPM politburo — among the youngest to be inducted — and were seen as the
Future of the party in the aftermath of the Soviet Union's collapse. As one of the most artic-
ulate voice sof the Opposition i jvaSabha, Yechun b theface of the party
and was seen to advocate close ties with the Congress. Like Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, the
former (M of West Bengal who died last month, \‘hdun}'mmmmddm a changing poli-
nadcmmdcdtharthc 2ﬂth<.u Thur were revisited. In 2008, de-

tureon EMS irth centenary, Yechury spok
crete analysis of concrete conditions™ (one of Lenin's descriptions of the Marsdst dialectic)
inIndia demanded an isswe-based alliance with the Congress as well as an engagement
with the social fultiines in India — inchading and especially, caste inecquality. For decades,
communist hardliners had barely engaged with caste. Even in his so-called pragmatism,
Yechurywas a staunch communist.

For Marxists, it is economic, social and historical forces that determine palitics, not
individuals. Monetheless, Yechury's unigue personality and charm — as leaders across
the political spectrum testify ¥ d unruffle many feathers,
“Comrade”, in the popularimagi ycomamusts. It broader

‘o
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‘WorbDLY WISE
(ONLY THOSE WHO DARE TO FAIL GREATLY
CAN EVER ACHIEVE GREATLY.
— RoBERT F KENNEDY

All the darkness we unsee

The scale of our indifference to Manipur bears calling
out. BJP's behaviour over the crisis is shockingly bizarre

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

IT IS AN astonishing fact that for virtually 17
maonths, the republic of India has let the con-
flict in Manipur deepen and expand. The
provdmate cause of the conflict was a contro-
versial court order in March 2023 recom-
mending the inclusion of Meiteis in the list of
Scheduled Tribes. In the immediate after-
math, more than 60,000 people were dis-
placed, there were close to a 100 deaths, and
scores of buildings were burnt. There has
been more violence since. A horrific video of
assault on women briefly provoked the
Supreme Court intoits episodically whimsi-
cal but ultimately meaningless acts of legal
chivalry. It was not clear then whetherwhat
miwed the Court and country was genuine
maoral outrage or merely embarrassment.
Ew:nmthclaccdﬂ\almnmn thcpnmr:
minister mai 1ous silence.

The scale of our indifference to Manipur
bears more calling out. Just think about all
that has transpired in the last Yo
would have thought that the firing of drones
and now the deployment of anti-drone tech-
nology. the use of rockets, deepening militia
conflict, armed groups using terror against
each other, brutal killings, journalists being
fired at, internet and communication shut-
downs, fre etween po-
lice and civilians, all in an area that s not just
wital to India's security but also central toits
approach to the east would command the
nation's mind and attention. Students in
Manipur have been protestingin large num-
bers, there have been torchlight processions,
women's marches and demands for the res-
ignation of MLAs. It is as if an active civil so-
ciety is banging its head against a brick wall.

Suhas Palshikar ("Why Manipur is Far
Nway IE Septernber 12) ably explained how
ideas of state and nation that

meaning, however, is someone who is a friend and c\ollcagur_ Most “seril
imIndia, the diché goes, are sombre mi h Yechury didi »d have a for-
midable strategic and political mind, but he could also smile and lawgh, not just with
friends but also with rivals. At a time when too many in public lifie seek to malee their ri-
wals their enemies, his affability, too, is a part of his legacy.

A WIDER NET

Extension of AB-PMJAY to senior citizens is welcome. [t must be
accompanied by ease of access, better quality of care
HEGD TS DECISION Wy Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana [.'\E ]’l\aﬂﬂ.\'}mscnlnmmcm abowe the age of 70 isa signif-
icant step tovvar ycarein the country, The Rs 5 lakh annual
health coverage will benefit about six crore people, roughly 5 per cent of the
‘country's current: population. But with lifespans increasing and an increasing number of
people ageing in the nmthmdccadcs aﬁiﬂmf]ndlashloclymbcmrdlcapcd?ﬂty
2050. Dealing with the c i aching
changes in welfare policies. Today, barely 20 per cent of the elderty are covered by safety
nets such as the CGHS, Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana and employer-funded health
schemes. Extending tl\c ambit of the world's pub]ldy -funded health assurance scheme
could b this section of the population.
Since '.»‘DLB, the AB-PM]AY has covered 7.37 crore hospital admissions. This is a signifi-
cantachievernentin acountry where out-of-podet expenditure (O0PE) on health isoften
areason for crushing poverty. Yet, ﬂu: fact tha:ODPIourmnmSDp:mcnturaﬂ healthex-
Dl-‘mrru:lr:than ini- ol tasks. Last
‘year, an tigation by this r revealed that doctors at a premier government
hospital in Delhi duped poor patients and bypassed the government health insurance
scheme. There is a substantial body of reportage to show that doctors misinform already
stressed families of the grievously ill that availing benefits under AB-PMIAY could take
months. Experts suggest that the overburdened staff at government institutions do not
‘want o take on the additional task of filling up documents related to the insurance scheme.
Several healthcare facilities do have mrogyamitrs to counsel relatives of patients. But their
roleendsat laims. Empoweringc handhold pati ill theirdaims
are settled could help inon out some of the glitches. To make the scheme more expansive,
the government should tapinto such lessons and narmow the doctor-patient asymmetry.
A Niti Aayog position paper, released in January, recognised that with families be-
‘coming increasingly nuclear, ease of access and quality of care will be a crucial determi-
nantin the health-seeking behaviour of senior citizens. In other words, besides financial
assurance, policymakers must urgently ensure that there are enough healthcare centres
and adequate facilities t take care of the needs of the elderly.

RAYGUN’S DAY

The breaker's triumph shows that often
success lies on the other side of failure

IDELY MOCKED, MEME-IFIED and made viral in the worst possible way,

B-Cirl Raygun [Rachael Gunn), the breaker whowas cnuelly pilloried fol-

lirwing her Olymipics performance lxst monith, seems to be having the

Last laugh. given that she scored exactly zero points in her
three rounds at Paris 2024, the 37 -year-old Australian dancer and academic is the world's
topwoman breaker, according to the World DanceSport Federation.

[t turns out that, over the past vear, there was a much smaller pool of breakers to make
up the rankings as most of the world's top breakers were busy preparing for the Olympics
and did not have the time to compete in other events. Raygun, one of Australia’s top break-
ers, topped the Oceania Continental Championships in Sydney last October, which pro-
pelled hertot one position — a reign maonth. Her triumph might
be brief, therefore, but it should offer Rayzun some much-needed validation.

She might also take heart from the fact that success or fail fiten oo notto

haut gained currency under the BJP exacer-
bate both the conflict in Mani pur and our in-
difference to it. But itis not just the BJP: While
the Oppasition Congress party has consis-
tently raised the issue, the media has, for the
mast part, been complicit in this doakof in-
wisthility. Its ability to outrage over trivia is
matched by its puny silences in the face of
real conflict and atrocity. Manipurhasalong
history of ethnic conflict, between the Nagas

For one thing, let us look at
the quotidian issue of chain
of command. Whi s actually
in command in Manipur?
There is something quite
constitutionally astoni
about the fact that a sitting
chief minister submits a
representation to the
governor of his own state
demanding that the Unified
Command be given back to
the CM. At onelevel, itis
amazing that the political and
constitutional significance of
this demand has not been
noted. It is an indictment of
the Centre, including the
Union home minister.

iing

and Kukis in the Nineties being just one
example. The BJP gained a foothold in the
Northeast by artfully creating a broad
ebectoral coalition, including getting Kuki
support. The contradictions between differ-
ent ethnic groups over land, mservatlon
control of legal and il

£ning to be difficult to manage. It is also chear
that these alliances of opportunism cannot
withstand the weight of the BJPs majoritar-
ianism Iteventually showed its true colours,
exacerbating the conflict between Meiteis
and Kukis,

But here isa deeper puzzle: Eveninterms
of the BJFs own majoritarian politics, its be-
haviour over Manipur is shockingly bizarre,
Forone thing, let us look at the quotidian is-
sue of chain of command Who is actually in
command in Manipur? There is something
quite constitutionally astonishing about the
fact that a sitting chief minister submits a
representation to the governor of his own
state dernanding that the Unified Command
be given back to the CM. At one bevel, it is
amazing that the political and constitutional
significance of this demand has not been
noted. It is an indictment of the Centre, in-
cluding the Union home minister.

Chief Minister Biren Singh bears a great
deal of responsibility for the current crisis.
His demand that the NRC be implemented
with a base year of 1961 is a recipe for disas-
ter. It fits in with the broader use of the NRC
template that the BIP is perfecting in the
Northeast. But the governance structure in
Manipur seems curiously anomalous. There
is formally no President’s Rule, bt Unified
Command was given to officials apparently
not answerable to the Ch. Who are they an-
swering to? Much of the protests in Manipur
are directed against the security advisor.
There has been confusion over practically
everything, including the status of the
Suspension of Operations Agreement. Artice
355 was apparently, for wm:ks secretly

the Centre is already running things without
claiming to. In effect, therefore, President’s
Rule will be the rule of the same incompe-
tence that we have now. So, the puzzleis not
justB]P'sideology. ftis that the BJP cannot as.
much as create a simple chain of command
that its owm party can align with. The ouri-
o puzele is whether thisis weaponised in-
competence, deliberate use of confusion in
governance, or just plain incompetence?

Meanwhile, the situation on the ground
isdeteriorating unimaginahly. At least judg-
ing by the English language Manipuri press
and informed ohservers, the ethnic lines are
hardening, not softening. The three cardinal
mistakes of pul]l:y are bcmg repeated. We
know that any that
azero-sum conflict between unified ethnic
groups, whether ower land, jobs or political
dominance, never ends well. Excessive se-
curitisation of what ane essentially political
conflicts is a recipe for more violence and
oppression. Civil society discourse where
ethnic groups like Kulds and Meiteis, often
withencouragement of the state, are dehu-
manising each other, exacerbates conflict.
Manipuri civil saciety has been quite vocal in
its protest against the government. But
whether it now has the resilience to with-
stand the hardening of ethnic lines is very
much an open question.

5o back to the puzzle of the BJPs stakes
in keeping the conflict simmering. it certainky
has a stake in majoritarianism. But the BJP
has got to know that, in Manipur, its strategy
will also engulf its own core constituency
amongst the Meiteis. A successful govern-
ment in Manipur would have consolidated
the BIFs own authority. Is the design more
sinister then? Is it essentially to use disorder
to buttress the argument of its ecosystem
that all political conflicts in India are now
products of a vast foreign conspiracy? It is
the BJP that now needs instability to Beense
maore repression. Rather than admitting its

brought into force. This lit

failure, itwill lerito license more

something about the govemnance dead-end
that is Manipur. In normal drcumstances,
army state with this level of unrest might have
been a plausible candidate for President’s
Rule. But we have a bizarre situation where

authoritarianism. Manipur will be used in
national politics, but in the wrong way.

The writer is contributing editor,

The Indian Express

THE MAN WHO SAW TOMORROW

Sitaram Yechury knew early on that Sangh must be fought culturally, not just politically

AN Ti

JOHN BRITTAS

FORATWENTY-S0METHING refocating from
Kerala's Marxist heartland of Kannur to New
Delhiinthelate 19805, there were mary worn-
dersto ital. Sitaram
Yechury, the firebrand 5F1 leader from JNU
who had just made his way to the Central
Committee of CPI[M ). was one such wonder.

What begman as a fanboy's admiration led to
a four-decade-long comradeship. During
these years, | watched him graduate from a
fiery student leader to a party ideologue to a
parliamentary superstar and one of the archi-

tectsof Inci. 1t coalition gov-
emments. Four years ago, when this writer
entered the Rajya Sabhaas alPY M) nominee,
Derek OBrien of Trinamool Congress (TMC)
walked up to me and said you may disagree
with what 1 say but you will never be able to
discount me. “Because, friend, | am now sit-
ting in Sitaram Yechury's chair” Derek said,
which was an indication of the high respect
Sitaram enjoyed evenin TMC, then abitter ri-
wal of CPI[M) in Bengal.

Like many of the party brigade who landed
in Mew Delhi from various parts of the coun-
try. 1 too ended up at the Vithal Bhai Patel
Howse —or VP House asit is known —which
was like a party commune then. My friend-
shipwith Sitaram was forged in that melting
potof cultures. We used to meet early in the
momings at the badminton court — Sitaram

Sitaram could hold forth for
hours on caste or class, and
effortlessly switch to deep
diseussions on history or
economics. But more
importantly, Sitaram could
speak the common tongue.
Communist leaders are
sometimes blamed for their
gravitas and what is known
as the stiff upper lip. With
his sense of humour and
disarming smile, Sitaram
was the antithesis of this.

used to play badminton like he was playing
L is. There were days ended
upacrossthe dinner table in some comrade’s
oo, Kerala food — especially the controver-
sial components of it — emerged as a great
banding agent.

By the early 1990, it was evident that it
would be the duo of Sitaram and Prakash
Karat army fi batonof
EMS Namboodiripad, BT Ranadw: M

iah, Jyoti Basu and
Smgh Suljcet_ Everttually, they became asto-
ried duo: Sitaram with his political and par-
]mmmryslullsand Prakash with histheo-

but also across segments. He was acceptable
to everyone, a skill that made his genius in-
evitable in formulating the preambile of the
Commeon Mimimum Programme of the 1996
United Front and 2004 UPA ] grvemment.
Sitaram had taken *secularism” as a
defining principle of his politics from very
early on, and Delhi's secular circle —
politicians, academics, journalists, artists —
everyone coalesced around his leadership.
Even before the RSS emerged as a ruling
force inthe Indian firmament, Sitaram man-
aged to bring together all secular forces —
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari, from

reticaland o

Sitaram could hold forth for hours on caste
o class, and effortlessly switch to deep dis-
oussions on history or economics. But more
importantly, Sitaram could speak the com-
meon tongue. Communist leaders are some-
times blamed for their gravitas and what is
known as the stff upper lip. With his sense
of humour and disarming smile, Sitaramwas
theantithesisof this In fact, his definesswith
languages — Englich, Hindi, Telugu, Bengali,
Urdu, Tamil and even a bit of Malayalam —
maade many of us wary of his presence. You
couldn't be street-smart in any language be-
cause Sitaram would catch you.

Maybe it was these skills that made him
popular, not only across the political spectrum

rto Guwahati. He knew very
early on the dangers of this “imposed sin-
gularity” and hence, took on RSS oulturally
not just politically. In fact, some of the top
Congress leaders, in private conversations,
complain to me that it is Sitaramy's influence
that has rubbed off on Rahul Gandhi who
often uses communist/socialist terminology
in his speeches.

When he retired from Rajya Sabha,
Ghuslarm Nabi Azad referred to Sitaramas ana-
tional treasure. He may be gone from this
world, but that treasure called Sitaram re-
mains withus, inspiring generations with his
life and legacy.

Thewriteris o Rajle Sabho member of CFIM)
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talent, but the merest technicality. One reason why Raygun's Olymipics performance regis-
tered a nil on d\cscumhcnard asone of the judges of the competition explained, is that the
format by not iz bo ace the breaker's experi

That Raygun now rubes the breaking roost also comes down to another technicality, of her
being one of the few dancers to participate in, and win, a non-Olympics-related event. The
bigger lesson is about the ephemerality of success and failure, fame and infamy, particu-
larly in the digital age, when one viral moment is quickly replaced by th Afterweeks

of rolling, Raygun has finally had her day.

SEPTEMBER 13, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

AP AssEMBLY CHAOS

RJRTHESECONDmmmmday the Andhra
Pradest slated to takee up

ass:mhlyu(pn:ssmg lsw:n:ltmn whocom-

mandsa wghtwith
da'@:nsmrmqmmrﬂm futvireof par-
y institutions in the country, KP

‘thewate of confidence motion after a condo-
lence msu]utlon was adjourned without
transacti a5 the Chi i
supporters indulged in unmly bcl\amul
Mikes werewrenched and brandished freehy
and members were seen rushing to the
podium 30 minutes before the House was ad-
journed by pro-tem Speaker, M Baga Reddy.

CoNG-Rao COLLUSION
ANY FURTHER DELAY in the Andhra Pradesh

Unnikrishnan, general secretary of the
Congress (5), said. Unnikrishnan said there
was clear evidence of collusion between the
central Congress ([ leadership and the pre-
tender OM of Andhra Pradesh Bhaskara Rao.

20 SHoT IN PUNJAB

FOURTO FIVE suspected extremists waylaid
a bus at Sekhwan near Batala in Gurdaspur
district around 8 pm and shot dead 20 per-
=oms from a particular o ity. Two of

those injured have been admitted to hospi-
tal in serious condition. Reports in
Chandigarh. however, put the numbser of
passengers killed at six.

ZUBIN'S DAZZLING SHOW

FUBIN MEHTA IS a handsome man, his eyes
are Van Dhyke brown, his hair is still jet black,
his figure athletic and above all e hasa rivet-
ing presence on the podium. As he walked
onto the stage of the Sir Fort auditorium to
conduct the New York Philharmonic
Orchestra, there was deafening applause from
thr: packed hall. Th: evening opened with
Overture toCandide,
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COULDLIVEGERMS, 10,000 FTUPIN
SKY,CAUSE DISEASESINHUMANS?

BACK IN the 1920s, scientists flew planes
across the United States and cavght foat-
ing spores, A century on, researchers who
few as high as 10000 feet above Japan
have reported catching hundreds of dif-
ferent types of bacteria and hungi,

The team estimated that the microbes
had flown more than 1,200 miles when
they were captured. Most intriguingly,
some of the species might be able
cause diseases in pi .

“Athird of the bacteria and slightly
mone of the fungi can be considered poten-
tial human pathogens,” researcher Xavier
Rodi, a computational ecologist at the
Barcelona Institute for Global Health, said.

Wind & spread of disease
Rodé argued that it offered hints that
‘winds helped spread diseases.
The idea for the Mlights originated
from Rodid's research into a mysterious
condition known as K. ki disease,

Mights over Japan, The KT

the Sea of Japan,

Up in the troposphere, an inlet was
opened on the side of the plane, allowing
air to flow into a tube that led to a filter
where airborme particles were trapped.

Results of study
ing the samples in their lab,

which causes fevers, rashes and, some-
timaes, deadly heart attacks, Researchers
have long debated whether the disease
is canssed by a pathogen, a faulty immune
system, or a combination of the two,

Cases of Kawasaki disease come in
surges, Rodd and his colleagues found
that surges in Japan often occ

Roddidh and his colleagues found high levels
of a rare mineral called hafnium, which
probably came from mines in China, and
fungal spores, along with bacteria stu:lur\g
b timy dluist grains, Despite the organisms’
long joumney, some were still alive,
‘When Rodd and his colleagues ex-
tracted DNA i icrobes, they dis-

winds blew in from northeast China, And
when those same winds reached
California, cases rose there as well.

The region of China where the winds
came from has many massive farms and
livestock operations, along with open-pit
mines, Since the research suggested that
something was travelling in the winds,
Rodd and his team flesw a Cessna airplane

covered at least 266 kinds of fungi and
305 types of bacteria, Many of the mi-
crobes belong to groups that grow on
plants or in soil. Seme are particulary
good at growing in heavily polluted soil

Rodo said that he and his colleagues
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ADNY after the Linion cahinet approved the
expansion of the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana [ AB FM-JAY) health
cover toall Indians of age 70 years and older
irrespective of their income, officials on
Thur_nday said mglstratmll fior the mtpa.ndnd

heme was in within
a week. The scheme may be formally
launched by the Prime Minister subse-
cquently, they said,

AB PM-JAY is already the world's largest
public health insurance scheme, It provides
free cover uptioRs 5 lakh annually toall mem-
bersof eligible families — estimated tocom-
prise the bottom 40% of the population eco-
nomically — irmespective of age.

Expansion of the cover to the country's
entire elderly population was one of the B[Fs
lazy promises before the Lok Sabha polls This
is now the first complete age-cohort o re-
ceive coverage under the scheme,

Register for scheme
Those eligible for the expanded cover will
be able to register themselves and get the
Ayushman Bharat card as soon as the new
module is added to the existing portal,
Beneficiaries can register either through

WS Preparing ex
air samples to human lung cells. T.lL‘
study does not solve the mystery of

inko air h Chinaover

Kawasal di hesaid,  THENYT

ADDING YOGATOLIFESTYLE CHANGES
CANCUTDIABETESRISK: STUDY

PRACTISING YOGA for 40 minutes every
day can reduce the riskof type 2 diabetes
by almaost 40% — a more effective out-

alone could achieve, a study from i'i-:lrn

ditional benefits,” Dr Madhu added,
Healthy adulits who have a higher sk
of developing diabsetes — such as people
with family history or those who are
obese — are likely to benefit from yoga.

cmln:s imIndia has found, ‘Imsuggmrd thatthﬂyprmmyogaiur
ol 101 mill e are liv- daytok
ing with diabetes in the country, and an- — hay," Dr Madhu said.
other 136 millionwith pre-cliabetes| higher Whilu the study does not demon-
than normal blood sugar kev- strate the effect of yoga on
els). Without substantial those who already have dia-
lifestyle changes, most indi- betes, Dr Madhu says this
wvidhuals in the latter group are group will likely benefit as
likely o progress to diabetes. well, "Other short-term stud-
DrMaxdbu, the bead author ies on the impact of yoga on
of the study and professor in PAPER diabetes have already shown
the Department of Enclocrin- reduction in blood glucose

ology at Diefhi's GTB Hospiital, CLIP levels, so it is likely that yoga
said: “We were able o can help people with dia-
demanstrate that yoga is = betes keep their sugar bevels
muchmoreeffectiveatredue-  NEW RESEARCH in chack " he said,

ing thee risk of type 2 diabetes A total 974 individuals
as compared whlcnyln:hang:salunc In were randnm!scd (488 to the yoga +
fact, the gains are much alone
compared to lifestyle intervention and  group)in the study_ Participanis wum fol-

drugs shiwwn inother studies.”

“While determining the mechanism
of action was not the purpose of the
study, it is hypothesised that yoga has ad-

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

lowed up for a period of three years.
The study was published in the jour-
nal Dibetes & Metabalic Symdroms in Juby.
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the s Myushman App or at the
Myushman Bharat counter at any govern-
ment health Eacility. Anyone who has turned
70 as per their Aadhaar can register for the
new health cover,

Thm willbeno moduslnns arwaiting pe-
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EXPLAINED

Health cover for elderly

ABPM-JAY is already the world's largest public health insurance scheme. Expansion of cover to the
country's entire elderly population irrespective of income levels is a significant leap. Here's why

Cost to government

The initial outlay from the Centre for the
expansion of the scheme will be Bs 3437
crore, This will cover the costs for the six
muonths in the current financial year and all
of next year, officials said. Srates will have to
contribute 40% to the cost of the scheme.

Myushman Bharat has not been imple-
mented by Delhi, West Bengal, and Odisha,
Officials said that Odisha is currently in talks
with the Centre to launch the scheme.

Why scheme matters

Making health cover universal over the
age of 70 is very significant as India’s popu-
lation ages. More Indians are likely o need
health facilities in the coming years, and
much of the population is currently unider-
covered by health schemes.

W Arthe timeof the 2011 census, only 86%
of India's population was over the age of G0
years, This is expected toincrease to 19.5% by
20..0 according to the govermment's

Aneventin Delhi marking five yearsof b Bhar last At Metra
WHO WILL BE COVERED?

EVERYONE 70 years and older, POOR FAMILIES who are already

regardless of their economic status, covered under the sch i

‘will receive Rs 5 lakh health cover per atop-upcover of Rs 5 lakh, to be used

year free under the scheme. only for those 70 orolder.

HOWEVER, the cover isper HLMDSTGmmdeualslmmﬂ 5
saif P crore benefit, Of these,

over the age of 70in afamily, theywill .78 crore individuals are already

share the Rs 5 lakh cover, covered by the scheme,

families that are already covered in accor-
dance with their economic staius will get a

schemes — the Central Government Health
Scheme (CGHS), Ex-Servicemen
E‘m.tnhutnry Health Scheme, or cover pro-

Ageing Study in India (LASIL In
terms of numbers, Indians over the age of G0
ane lilaely bo be 319 millon in 2050 — up mone
than three times from the 103 million in 2011,

W Older Indians are much mone lkely to
be hospiralised and to stay in hospitals for
lomnger. The rate of admission among the eld-
erly already covered under the scheme has
been more than 7% — double the 3-4% ad-
mission rate for the younger people coversd
umnder the scheme, according to officials,

An analysis of Ayushman Bharat data by
The Incfian Express earlier had shown that al-
most 12% of all admissions and 14% of the

tnp-up |:|:M:r of Rs 5 lakh — to be used only
erly, Th faries will
have

istingc Beneficiaries

riod ol
will M ahlcmu.tlhsu their policy as soon as

egister o reoeive the top-up cover,
The scheme will cover almost 6 crore indi-
uiduals(l'lnm A5 crove families), of whom 1,78

bers of and rail-

way personnel, ete.
Those who are covered under these gov-
emment health schemes wﬂl have the np—

+ reimbursed underthe sch
thosewho were of age 70 years or older,
B The elderly remain largely uncovered
by any hmlll\sciv:nw  Justover 20% of India’s

they cnmplm llu:lreKYC The portal will also
beface-ay bled, hat

heme, *For

tonofch ithy Bh

above the age of 60 is currently

even elderly persons whase fingerprints are
difficult to read or have changed over time
can avail the benefits,

Cover, beneficiaries

Everyone of age 70 or more will be enti-
tled toa cover of Rs 5 lakh annually, shared
wiithin the family, This means ifthere are two
elderly beneficiaries in the h hold, the

thcadd!tlmul top-up a.mcu.mt thufmanml
implic " asenior |

The l\yushman Blum scheme already
covers 1,670 procedures across 26 speciali-
ties, which includes 25 geriatric packages,
Maore packages for the elderly are in the
process of being added, officials said,

Those al y covered

cover will be split among them.
Elderly members (age 70 and more) of

Some B0 lakh people are separately cov-
ered under various government health

continuing with llmrn!stlru;nwerage.

People who are covered under the
Employees State Insurance Corporation
[ESIC), however, will be eligible to b

covered by any govermnment, employer pro-
vided, or personal insurance scheme, accord-
ing o the India Ageing Report 2023,

£

their existing cover and Ayushman Bharat,
This is because premiums for ESIC are paid

cldcrlypopulanm asurvey by NIT Aayog
SEX of it nd

women, aj

by the insured and their , mot the
EOVErIIENE.

People who have their own privately pur-
chased insurance cover will be eligible to
Iarve the Ayushman Bharat cover as well.

ploy

A4k widows, “This presents
asubstantial challenge because they may not
have healthcare support, This scheme will
be of immense help to women, especially
those who are widowed,” an official said,

Recalling epic last stand of Saragarhi, 1897

MANRAJGREWAL SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, SEFTEMBER 12

THURSDAY MARKED the 127th anniversary
of the Battle of Saragarhi, regarded today as
one of the maost heroic last stands in global
military history,

Dndns day in 1ED’]' ZI soldiersof the M

orated today in both [ndia and Paldstan.

Saragarhi fortress

o isolate the two forts by cutting off com-
munication between them
Sepoy Gurmukh Slngh senta mcssagc

Saragarhi was the ¢

through M i omiT i BT

tower between two forts built by
Ranjit Singh, which the British had mumnd
as Fort Lockhart and Fort Gulistan, in the
rugged Morth West Frontier Province
{NWFP), now in Pakistan.

y
000 Africli

Ishar Singh held back
and Orakzai tribal warriors for seven houwrs,
keillingg 200 and injuring thrice that mumber.
The Sikhs knew they faced certain death,
but they chose t fight., “They could have sur-
rendered, yet they didn't and displayed un-
paralleled bravery,” former Punjab Chief
Minister and military historian Capt
Amarinder Singh wrote in his boak, Saragarhi
e the Defence of the Samana Forts: The 36th
Sikhs in the Tirh campaign 1897-98(2017),
The British, who regained control over
the fortress after afew days, used the burnt
bricks of Saragarhi to erect an obelisk forthe
fallen soldiers, and ¢ i gurd-

These twofiorts housed large numbers of
British troops; Fort Lockhart was also home
to families of British officers, The wife of the
commanding officerof 36th Sk, Lt Col John
Haughton, was at Fort Lockhart
until May 1897, when she went
home to deliver a baliy,

The fateful day

Saragarhi was usually manned by a pla-
toon of 40 soldiers, but on September 12,
1897, it was being held by only 21 soldiers
and anon-c lled Daad, a Pashiun

EXPLAINED

HISTORY

ors”. But Ishar, who was a "in camp a nui-
sance”, was “in the field magnificent”, Maj
Gen Lunt conceded,

Lt Col asking for

whio radioed back, "Unable to breakthrough,
hold pesition" Havikdar lshar Singh knew the
consequences of staying, but responded sto-
ically, "Undersiood.”

The 22 heroes

Ishar was a maverick whom the British
military historian Maj Gen James Lunt de-
scribed asa “somewhat turbu-
lent character whose inde-
pendent nature had brought
him more than once into con-
Rict with his military superi-

Amarinder wrote about Ishar: “While he

whio did odd jobs for the troops.
Around 9 am, the soldiers saw an ap-

waras at Amritsar and Ferozeparin thiir ho-
nour, The heroism of the Sikhs iscommem-

':Iust wlul:h they realised
Was canser | armyof be-
tween 8,000 and 15,000 men who wanted

will always be n:mcmhcred for hls gallant
conduct at Saragarhi,
will also rue the loss of their best illicit liguor
producer, and amanwho borrowed' meaton
fhoof for his men, when short of rations, from

aneighbowring unit without asking them,”
Of the 22 men — including Daad — at
Saragarhi, the signaler, Naik Gurmukh
Singh, was the youngest, and Naik Lal Singh,
47, the oldest. Describing the last hour of
the battle in his book, Amarinder wrote:
“Maik Lal Singh, though severely injured,
was lying an his bed, Although unable to
move, he was conscious and able to fire his
weapon, and is reported to have kept up a
steady fire, killing more pathans, as did
Gurmukh Singh and Sep/Swpr Daad.”
Gurmukh continued to report the bat-
tle as it unfolded, And then finding the sol-
diers falling one by one, sentone final mes-
sage; *Permission to join the hattle, Sir" The
response in the affirmative came almaost
immediately,
Cpﬂm\hnnm awarded the 21 fallen sal-
wdian Oreer af Merit
with the Vicvoria Cross) along with two
‘mearabas’ (50 acres ), and Rs 500each,
Daad, a sweeper from Nowshera,
Pakistan, was denied any honour, even
though he too fought bravely, killing five men
before being stabbed to death, Capt
Amarinder called him the 22nd soldier.

From Ashokan times to now, Sanchi to Europe, story of the Great Stupa

ARJUNSENGUPTA

stupas, temples, and monasteries, The most
recent construction in Sanchi can be dated

amound-

The latest

10 tran gl
|||g|||¢€.m.x5mpammuncepammd. to this original cast.

According to the website of the
The East Gate and its replica Humboldt Farum, “A plaster cast of the orig-

In Europe, the East Gate is the maost fa-
mious of the Sanchi orames, There s a histor-
ical reason behind this.

The Sanchi complex was in abject ruins
wihen it was “discovered” by British officer
qur Taylor in 1818, Alexander

who later ASI bed

thr.- first formal survey and excavations at
Sanchiin 1851, The site was restored to its
present condition by AS] director-general

thy Bhopal.

Tilll restoration work began in the late
ninteenth century, however, Sanchi was fre-
quently ravaged by treasure hunters and

amateur archaeol , some of whom
wianted mo take its gates m Europe, They
were unable to d and had to make do

NEW DELHI. SEFTEMBER 12 toas hmasmmﬁhmmwﬂi.
BﬂmmlﬂstSJadunkamn nu:stpcdeaaﬂml—pmsﬂ'wdmmhm
W ﬂwEast fiering awide and The East Gate of
Gate of Sanchi's Great Stupa i forthe studyof the genesis, eflorescence and the Sanchi Stupa
of Humboldt Forum museum in Berlin, decay of Buddhist art and architecture [in during the 5
The ornate red sandstone gateway,  India)," Debala Mitra, the director-general of of its restoration,
which was unveiled in the Archaeological Survey of tl!llﬂ.lh!pﬂmnf
December 2022,isa 1:1 repro- India from 1981 to 1983, ]
duction of the original structure: EKPLklNED winote in Sanchi (19571 famous in Europe
standing at almost 10metres | CULTURE ‘The Great Stupa is one of after casts were
high and & metres wide, and the oldest standing stone made. Wikimedia
weighing roughly 150 tonnes, structures inIndia, believed to L Comimans
have been built over the Buddha's relics, Its
The Great Stupa of Sanchi construction was overseen by Ashoka's wife
Astupa is a Buddhist o ha hailed from the nearby trading The four toranas, oriented to the four  the Buddha s life, stories from Ilu.-]ataka
monument usually containing sacred relics — town of Vidisha, The development of the  cardinal directions, were. ciedinthe  Tales, Buddhist ic
her i Sanchic watronage  first century BCE, likely within a few byits rhythm,
archetypal stupa is a hemispherical struc- — from Vidi i decades of each other during the reign of symmetqr decorative beauty am:l pcrfﬂ:t
ture, whose origins can be traced to pre- the Satavahana dynasty. They
Buddhist burial mounds foundinIndia. ~~ Gateways of the Great Stupa h even
Great i i i i isarather Iperstru thedr sacnet which do not fit in

form. Commissioned in the third cenmury
BCE by Emperor Ashola, itis the largest and
oldest structure in a complex of Buddhist

plain hermnispherical structure crowmed by
a chfurira {parasol), what makes it instantly

i

el
or ofit.

P
prising three curved architraves [ or beams)
with spirally-rolled ends, The pillars and the
architraves are adomed with beautiful bas
reliefand soulptures depicting scenes from

with Buddha‘s ‘teachings,” Mitra wrote. The
L represent

in his human form, as was the norm in the

perind of their construction,

with plaster casts instead.

The East Gate was cast in plaster by
Lieutenant Henry Hardy Cole for the
Victoria and Albert M inthe late

inal gate, purchased from Lomdon, was on
display in the entramce hall of the
Kiinigliches Museum fir Vilkerkunde
Berlin from 1886, A cast of this preserved
copy was made of artificial stone in 1970,

This is what was used for the Humboldt
Forum replica, with 3D scanning, madern
robots, skilled German and Indian sculp-
tors, and enlarged photos of the original
toran for aid.

The upper architrave of the gate repre-
sents the seven Manushi Buddhas {previous
Buddhas, with the historical Buddha being
the latest incarnation ). The middle architrave
depicts the scene of the Great Departure,

hen prince Si leaves Kapil

o live as an ascetic in search of enlighten-
ment, The lover architrave depicts Emperor
Ashoka visiting the Badhi tree under which
the Buddha attained enlightenment.

Other decorative elements include the
jikear {a fertility emblem repre-

18605, Multiple copies of this cast were
later made, and displayed across Europe,

senmdbya_whhr ngthcbcan:hufa
tree), clephants, wi

lions, and peacocks,
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100 and counting

Modi 3.0 has signalled policy continuity, while making
tacit shifts; deeper changes needed to meet the lofty goals

M THE LAST 10 years and 100 days of its existence, never has the
Narendra Modi regime at the Centre lacked in pace orarticulation of
its priorities. Even its harshest critics won't accuseit of a policy paral-
ysis, oreven presiding over an imbroglio, though there are, of course,
divergent views, including sharply polarised ones, on its policy choices,
approach to governance, and ideological persuasions. Modi had informed
the country of a ready blueprint for the first 100 days of his third govern-
ment, in the run-up to 2024 g | elections, and convened a
of seniorofficials tofirmupan raction plan, even before the election results
were out. It later turned out that this time his government would have to
rely ona couple of allies for majority, and face a more emboldened Oppo-
sition in Parliament and outside. 5till, the government hasn't openly
talked aboutany course correct: n, imtead it sought to send the message
of policy continuity. It af 1 ded and ifastin the pur-
suit of its multiple avowed goals, im:lur]mg the ones that stretch much
beyond its tenure, like the overarching vision of making India a devel-

oped nation by 2047,
Asthe first 100 daysufMLn:H 3.0arebei lebrated ptember17,
the prime minister's 74th birthday, going IJ)' the number and import of

the policy decisions taken by it so far, what we have is a turbocharged gov-
ernment. Assorted large infrastructure projects, to be implemented over
several years, are being approved by the Cabinet at a quickened pace, with
patent green-economy and sustainability biases, and a resolve to boost
high-end manufacturing, like semi conductors, Even the Opposition would
find it difficult to take exception to the concurrent set of policies that keep
peopleat thecentre, like the one to set up 20 million new rural houses over
the next five years, or the latest decision to fund out of Budget a decent
health coverof 5 lakh/annum for"all"aged above 70.

Beneath this display of conviction, however, there have been some sig-
nificant policy mh and rollbacks over the last three months, indicat-
mg political acce ion, if not rethink. Despite the official claim that

job growth hasbeen ntust,t}\eguwmmenﬂaullyarhww]edge issLes

HEN A FIRST-gen-
eration business-
man beats legacy
conglomerates to
become the wealth-
lestindividual in the countryinacouple
of years, questions will be raised about
the nation’s mance arui its leadar-
shlpfslnteg ity —

Defence m

® COURSE CORRECTION
EMBRACING A SHARED VALUE CONCEPT, WHICH GOES BEYOND CSR, IS NECESSARY

Remodel Indian capitalism

M MUNEER
KM CHANDRASEKHAR

Hespectively Fartune-S00 adviser, start-up
imeestor, and co-founder, Medici institute for
Innowation, & former Cabinet secry

the nation’s population begs the gov-
ernment for sustenance.

Is capitalism as we know it failing in
India, just as it is globally? Once cele-
brated for its ability to drive economic
growth and innovation, capitalism is
now increasingly criticised forits rolein

Lalit and Niraw Modi to Byju'sand NSE,
there are many examples of how cor-
porate greed and a lack of regulatory
oversight can lead to financial insta-
bility and loss of public wealth, Corpo-
rations are driven by the need to max-

exacerbatis environmental
desradatlrm,and soclal unrest. Despite
impressive GDP growth, India faces sig-
nificant challenges that highlight the
shorteomings of its capitalist model,
One nf\‘.he most glaring failuresis the
widening gap between the rich and the
poor. Aﬂcnrd ng to the World [nequality
Report, the top 1% of the Indian popu-
lation helds over 40% of all wealth,
while the bottom 50% owns just 6%.
This stark inequality isvisible in the jux-
taposition of luxury high-rises and
sprawling slums in most cities — it's not

imise sh value, and focus on
short-term profits rather than long-
term sustainability. This myopia has
led tounderinvestment in innovation,
ooy ,and envi

sacial, and governance norms. Almast
870 of senior executives surveyed
agree they are pres-

- -
WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.CO
@ HAND IN HAND

ister Rajnath Singh

Today, there is a race in the world to get
ahead of each other, wars are going on
between countries at different places. In this
a changing situation, India's goal is that we hold
j each other's hands and walk together

=ents a significant departure from the
maore traditional approach of corporate
soclal responsibility (CSR). The current
CSR activities are forced on most com-
panies, and they have found ways to get
the money te the promoters'pockets via
willing NGOsatacut.

CSR initiatives typically involve
spending funds on the few areas that the
government has mandated. These

ing to balance | ity with social | efforts P thecore
Iesparnslbullty Man}lcuuntrleslemlse operati freq) i 5
like tial ,onthe other

shared value, and circular eoonomy as
the next phase of capitalism.
Stakehaldercapitalismadvocates fora

hand, goes beyond CSR by embedding
soclal impact directly into the com-
pany's business model. It involves

needsof

products,markets, and value

chain

communities, and the environment —
ratherthan focusing solely on sharehold -
ers, The World Econamic Forum champi-
oned this appmarh, arguing businesses
hal-

lenges llfe climate

sured to deli
financial performance . n
aims to

The circular economy

. The shared value

anomicvalue inaway
that also benefits society. This is why it
is key for India.

India Inc. could be persuaded to con-
siderone ofthe following forembracing
shared value concept:

BMDevelop new products or enter new
markets that address socletal needs. This
Opens up new revenue streams and

within two years or
less, mostly sacrificing
lang-t

economic growth from

ing social impact into
it

nguab]‘y. ca'pitaills-

addmning thn

Many large multina-

pressing social issues.

WReinvent value chains to be more sus-
tainable and socially respensible. This
involves reducing resource use, improv-
ing labour conditions, or enhancing
product quality.
BRedesign the ecosystem. This includes

uf jobless growth, acute unemployment, which paradoxically co-existed
with the lack of a skilled pool of le for potential employers to recruit
from. The Budget FY25 unvElIed thrEe Empluymenl linked incentive
schemes. Political ecc vesk beenevident in the deci-
ion to hold in abeyance a plan for lateral entry to top bureaucracy, with-
drawal of the Budget decision to deny indexation benefits on lo g t

just amoeal issue but alsoa threat to eco- tic policies led to thou- tional companies
nomic stability. sands of icides including Mastercard,

Capitalisms ra]enﬂﬁspulsmmfpmﬁt and their revolt against I‘mmon; of capitalism Ne!ﬂe and Unilever
hasal it th i the envi- The agricul-

ronment, India Is home to 22 of the
world's 30 most polluted cities. The over-
exploitation of natural resources, defor-

ture sector em plar
ower half of India's workforce but thelr

ad\levlngecauwmlcalﬂ
societal value is possible, offering a more

pmspem}r eaten byt

egtation,and are

all cnns_a:ple;aces of agrowth-at-all-costs

capital gains, and the shelving of the broadcast Bill that sought tu impose
additional control line content. The clamour forg ion
among government staffhas been adroitly addressed, withanew*funded”
(defined contribution) scheme, with in-built cost mitigation.
Thequestioniswhethert! di regime’s growth modelwould produce
the desired outcomes. Given the major shift in resource allocations the
regime has engineered — between the Centre and state governments, the
statesinterse,among large and small companies,and larger sectionsof peo-
p]e and ﬂm kllpEl' m:h - lhere are valid fears ﬂ'\ﬂtg:mwm impulses maygel

onhealth,

e]emmlary,fsemndalyeducadun while d‘wcHng any real or perceived ero-
sion of democratic spirit and institutional rectitude,

Big tech’s easy ride is
coming to an end

TECH COMPANIES OF a certain size have long ctied an easy ride from authori-
tls,and for good reason. They always got it_Apple Inc foryears abused loopholesto pay

xinthe European thanks

to special treatment from [re]and,whele ithasesits Eumpean headquarbers.}\]p]\a

P F
With an ever-growing workforce,

diaries despite
numerous ef(nns

Thedmﬁareemnmynudﬂpumm

tal organisations fNGOs] to eliminate
this middle layer.

products for durability, reuse, and recy‘-
dlmg This approach contrasts with the

India has a huge ployment issue.
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
reports peg the unemployment rate at
7-B0%b average over the past fewyears,
with youth unemployment reaching as
high as 23.1%. Furthermore, much of
tl\ewmkfmcelslmm'nrmal,]aw paying
bs orbenefits,

On top of it, there have been
numerous corporate scandals in the
last decade alone, driven by politically
connected/greedy promoters. From

[« i emphasis on cost-cut
ting and efficiency is responsible for the:
exploitation of workers in many states.

| linear econormy, where prod-

ucts are made, used, and discarded. The

cllcu]areoonmmralmstndecnup]eecu-
i h from

1g in infrastructure, education,
and healthcare in the communities
where the company does business. Amul
is aclassicexample for this,

BOn their part, policymakers should be
willing to reconsider the assessment of
growth. India'scurrent policy is premised
on achieving the § 5 trillion mark and an
undefined concept of Viksit Bharat by
2047, which will have no value if poverty
is increasing alarmingly. Alternatively,

The Labaur On I

estimates that 25 million people glob.
ally are trapped in forced labour, with
many more working in precarious con-
ditions for paltry wages — a source of
social instability.

tion, addressin

tations of capitalism.
The“sharedvalue”concept holds the

most significant promise for India. By

integrating social needs into the core

by per capita GDP at the
lowest quartile of population, which will

ek

MEam'n Luther King'swords are most
appropriate for the new phase of capi-

tah!m “I never intend to adjust mysalf
ic conditions that will take

While Bibek Debroy h
inequalityis good in India's case, , thereis
growing outrage against t.haL\new call-

ate value for soclety while enha ncing
competitiveness. This dual focus repre-

necﬂsltle! from the many to give luxu-
ries to a few.”

Bridging gender gap in labour force

SAURABH GARG

Secretary, ministry of statistics and
programme implementatian

The growth in labour force participation rate for rural

women in the last 6-7 years has a positive correlation with
that of formal institutional credit to self-help groups

I{DIA 'S AMBITION TO become a devel-

bet Inc’s Google fory as ahl rnnmnunrhl In search thanks to the

speck hopping serv P
NuwGoeg]eandA.ppleareygum“ lay unifair g

TheELis forci 13 billion rg‘a“‘l" bi i Irish,

ernment,and Google mpayacz A billion fine for rigging its platform. Forbath, its the

¥ by 2047 depends on inclu-
slwpmhgtratepesthatensurea]lsec
tioms contribute to and benefit from

the last six to seven years exhibits a posi-
tive correlation with that of formal insti-
tutional credit to self-help groups (SHGS)
under the Deendayal Antyodaya

Mational Rural Livelihoods Mis

endof theli ppeals.Of course, re justacost of d
pocket change, really —and th P anpat theirl thehad(fnrdtag-
ging the cases out incourt for years with endless appeals.

But the era of protracted cases is fading. The EU is transitioning to a period
where its trust busters can be quicker and, as much as you can use the word to
describe nimble ktocom-
batanti-competitive behaviour from the ]ikesofa]phabet,npp]e, Meta Platforms
Ine, Amazon.com Inc., Microsoft Corp., and Nvidia Corp.

Until now, regu]atm!had‘ by about how t rule
to pursue their court cases. 1t'swhy proceedings took solong to p]zyout The Euro-
pean Commission based Apples Irish tax case on a vislation of the EU State aid
rules, which typically concern subsidies or grants. lly, *it was a very creative
appmach' !a}'s}\nne W’Itt a professor at EDHEC Business School sAuynented

i Atthe heartof th fi how
to prove Ireland was giving Apple selective ald,whlch was
also technically challenging to calculate, Witt adds.

But from this year onward, T-_‘umpe s authorities have a
whizzy new tool,a as ingful to
antitrust policy as ChatGI’l‘was to generative artificial intel-
hgenne ]l’st.'he Digital Markets Act (DMA)alawthat large tech

inMarch Withanyhack,
the EL won't be ca tonthelnckfaa( uite as much, chas-
PARMY - ek e

it rake! o put achild through schaal.
Mow the big tech platforms have clear rules they must fol-
low upfront. For instance, the DMA states that Apple and
e st allow their users touninstall default appson their
devices like Apple Maps and Gmail, to promote competition. Google searches also
don'thighlight regults on Gaagle Mapsas ea!l.lya! t.he'_v d.lﬂ before.

OLSON

#loamberg

progress. Acritical asy this
inclusivity is the participation of women
In the labour force, The labour force par-
ticipation rate (LFPR) is a key indicator of
the panl.clpanm of individuals in the

i
smn (DAY-NRLM) implemented by the
ministry of rural development. In 13
states, thiewomen LFPRIn rural areaswas
]nwextl\antlve national average. Four of

probability in rural and 29% in urban
areas). However, across rural and urban

in domestic duties in rural {52 %) as well
rban{570%) areas. Form hy 004
ofthem, th ornot j

areas, the percentage of ithgrad-
uate degrees or above was much higher
than the that of women with diploma. A
two-pronged approach of penetration of
skill training institutes linked to indus-
tries and awareness about the effective-
nessofsuch training inemployment gen-

‘mal labour force was child care or per-
sonal commitment at home, Having
créches in the workplace would address
theissuetoa great extent This Budgethas
also focused on setting upcréches, which
could augment direct and indirect
employment generation,

PLFS does not capture the housshold
actlvities of women while measuring
ition of “work' would change the depic-
tion of women's participation in the
labour force in India. As observed in the
TimeUsein Indiasurvey conductedbythe
MoSPI in 2019, on an average women
spent about five hours per day while men
spent about 1.5 hours per day for unpaid
domestic activities for household mem-
bers, Women's contribution to innumer-

o P active — Uttar Pradesh (P, Assam, eration would yield better results. This

|r.|b—seehng. Bihar, and West Bengal — finding provides cred

The Periodic Labour Force Survey comprise 44% of the rural . totheintegration of skilli
[PLFS) conducted by the ministry of sta- wuml:npapulal:imln[ndia. Acrlmcal falcdm w‘jthgenesl;l educatinng
tistics and programme implementation Better  performance coul envisioned under the
[MioSPI)has shown that the LFPR forrural under DAY-NRLM in a tar- encourage more Matlonal Education Palicy,
wamen (aged 15 yearsand above) is rising gted approach in these  women to join the  2020.Skill training in agri-
rapidly, from 24.6%n 2017-18t041.5% ur states could signifi- labour force is culture and allied activities,
in 2022-23, For urban women, the LFPR cantly improve Indias the enh " manufacturing of apparel,
stood at 25.4%x in 2022-23, marginally women LFPRin rural areas, i processing,
higherthan 20.4%:in 2017-18.TheaLFPR  UPand Assam have a scope availability of digital commerce, inven-
fior rural and urban menwas 80.2% and to improve SHG penetra- criche facility tory management, quality
7450 respectively in 2021-13, tion and the required mon- d|eck|n,g packaging, etc.

According to PLFS 2022-23, 740 0f  itoring to lower the level of will
the women workforce in rural areasare nod ‘As) for formal in rural econormy manlfold To improve

mainly engaged in agriculture and allied
activities. Other keysectors areeducation
(4.19), retail trade (3. 404),

credit to SHGs. In case of West Bengaland
Eihar,both the penetration level and NPA

better th ional aver-

skill penetration in lndla, Budget 2024-

ahle activities such as helping
children in studies and extra-curricular
amvlnﬁ,cw]dng and semng food, tak-

25also pErade

ingcareofth

ing of wearing apparel {3.1%), and con-
struction {2.504), Urhan women are
mastly employed in education (12.6%),
household activities as domestic workers
(1169}, retail trade (10.704), agriculture
and allied activities {9.6%), manufactur-

ﬂEgmwu\mU-‘l"kﬂm ruralwomen in

Instead of d . P houldalsolead toswifter Ing ofweari 4 (8.5%),etc.
resolution: fi 10% of a comp ings, forinstance.
And instead of narrow like th gle sh cass, the L
farmare ground,ap g from app stor ial media.

Spokespeople fnr App]e and Gong]e both said the companies were "disap-
pointed” with the court decisions this week. But Margarethe Vestager, the EU's
i T i _

tlbe;l-!lw'wed even the most powerful tech companies can be held accountable.
That"s a growing sentinent across the Atlantic, where a US judge ruled last
maonth that Geogle had rigged the search engine market and was a monopolist —
andwhere for the first time in history, th of pabig tech firm
{Google) is looking possible. The goal is to a\amrua]]g-I create some mare room for
smaller companies to innovate and enter markets dominated by the giants and

age.Butbettermarket HGsin
these two states could lead to improved
average ticket size of credits to SHGs.
PLFS 2012-23 data also reveals that
women with d| train-

0f 1,000k i institutesina
hub-and-spoke model “and provide
Internship opportunities to youth in the
country’s top 500 companies,

Another critical factor that could
more women to join the

ing)havea hlglvel pmhahlllt'_v {5'}%} ot’
joiningec

yaduate -level degrees or above [26%

THE EDITOR

Remembering
Sitaram Yechury

Former Rajya Sabha MP Sitaram
Yechury passed away in Delhi aftar
prolonged llness. He was 72. Yechury
succeeded Prakash Karat as the

| zecretary of the Communist

reduce the pressure to sell to those firms.,
The DMA is one of the most radical approaches yet for keeping monopolisti
practices in check, giving more control than |5 in the world

overwhat apps they can put on their smartphones and how their data is shared.
How smoothly that transpires through the end of this year and into 2025 is
stillan open quegtlnn but it's clear that Apple, Google, and other big players will

Party of india (Marxist) in 2015 He
|learnt the ropes under party leader
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, who played &
major roke in the coalition era, first

af WP Singh and then the United Front
government of 199497, bath afwhich
the CFI{M) had supported from
autside. Yechury further honed his
zkills when the Left parties backed the
first United Progressive Alliance [UPA)
government, often putting pressure
on the Congress-led regime in policy-
making. He also played a critical role
in talks with the govermnment on the
Indo-US nuclear deal that led to the
Left parties withdrawing support to

labour force is enhanced a\rallabl]lr}rnf
créche facility. PLFS 2022-23 sh

o sick family members is huge. It affects
the social and economic welfare of the
ity,and ised

As India undertakes its journey to
becoming Viksit Bharat by 2047, data-
driven policy decisions are expected to
help the country to reap the benefits of
much faster and in a more

nificant portion of women were engaged

Karat's stubborn stand.
—CK Subramaniam, Mavi Mumbai

Agood move

The govemnment's decision to provide
free health cover up to 25 lakh for
citizens over 70 years is very welcome
and will benefit millions. However, the
|2y i it s implementation on the:
ground, because in the past such
schemes have not succeeded
because of administrative problems.

inclusiveway.

nat honoured by many haspitals
leaving the patient and his family ina
quandary. But where will the maoney
for the schene come from? An
avertaxed public is not going to
take kindly to the imposition of any
mare taxes. Perhaps withdrawal of
pension benefits to our elected
representatives would helpin
Ibalancing this new expenditure.
~=Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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A new drive

Schemes should improve EV adoption

o promote the use of electric vehicles (EVs) in the country, which is

erucial for reducing earbon emission, the Unlon Cabinet approved two

schemes on Wednesduy with an allocation of ever 84,000 crore. The

PM Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative Vehicle Enhancement (PM
E-DRIVE) scheme with an allocation of 210,900 crore over two years will replace
the earlier Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles
(FAME) scherme, which started in 2015 with an initial allocation of 3900 crore,
The second version of the scheme, which ended last financial year, had a Budget
allocation of £11,500 crore, The new schemes are expected to improve the adoption
of EVs in the country and build on the success of the previous initiatives. Glven
that the initial cost of EVs is higher than those operating on internal combustion
engines, fiscal support is seen as a necessity to improve adoption,

The PM E-DRIVE scheme is expected to support absout 247 million electrle
two-wheelers, 16,000 electrle three-wheelers, and other emerging EVs with incen-
tivies worth 12,679 crove. Under the scheme, 3500 crore éach has been allocated for
the Incrensed ndoption of electre trucks and electrie ambulances, Purther, 34,301
erore has been assigned for procuring 14,028 electric buses inselect cities, Besides,
2,000 crone has been allocated for over 74,000 public changing stations, In addition,
the PM-eBus Sewa-Payment Security Mechanism (FSM) scheme, with anowtlay of
3,435,323 crore, will focus on procuring and operating e-buses by public transport
authorities, The scheme is expected to deploy over 38,000 electric buses between
the current year and 2028-29, The scheme will alse support the operation of such
buses for 12 years from the date of deployment,

Aside from supporting ehectric two-wheelers, the focus thistime ison increasing
mdoption in the commercial-vehicle space. There is no provison for electric cars,
{::I' llmam‘(‘ Thie focus un commercinl whk]m rrmlm serse und mlphl glw: mone

e Fioor flse] sup

polluting. More electrie :tu.m Lumilm guudn In nclhl for cxumplr. muld pm-l.dc
slgnificant rellef. Stmilarly, electiic shilic transport will helg ]

in several Indian cliles because they would be lnrgely rrpl.unlng dlesel-nun buses.
Central budgetary suppon to the public transport authority Is slgnificant beeause
most of them are in losses and net in a position to make significant imvestment. Tt is
thus important that 1h.cdr mn:rihuliun remaing Il.mi:ul. T hn: kxuu on charging
stations should also helpadog As reported by 1, un EV-charging
comparny has collaborated with the Indian postal service to launch ar charging
station at a post office in Hyderabad, More such effort will need to be supported.
Tost offices mostly have a presence in prime locations and setting up EV-charging
stations on avallable land can be a win-win proposition,

Anew feature in the PM E-DRIVE scherme will be the Aadhaar-authenticated
e-voucher for buyers, The voucher, to be issued to the buyer by the Ministry of
Heavy Industries, will need to be signed by the buyer and submitted to the
dealer, who will also have to sign and uplosd it to claim the demund incentive.
Whille the Enltbative will help identify the ultimate beneficlary, it would be impor-
tant to make sure that the platform works seamlessly and funds are transferred
quickly. Ddsruption and delay could affect dealers, ultimately affecting EV sales.
For asuceessiul rollout, the government should carefully handie [ssues such as
indigenisation and price cellings, which affected the earlier scheme,

A safe place for women

Military needs greater gender sensitisation

ceusations of rape and sexual harassment by a wing commander posted

at the Indian Air Force Statlon, Srinagar, undemscare the urgent need for

greater gender sensitisation in the security and armed forces, which hive

started admitting women in langer numbers, The Alr Force admits women
in combat roles, so the issue of integration is not merely a soclal necessity but a
security imperative as well. The fact that the victin had to approach the Jammu
and Kashmir Police for redress points to the multiple onganisational defickencies
that bed to this outcome. The victim'’s complaint reportedly showed that the base
reflected ull the infirmities of a male-d dworrk en . First, shie stated,
the sexunl assault followed two years of harassment and mental torture by the
mithorities, The victim sald her complaint of a sexual assault alter o New Year's
party at the Officers’ Mess on January 1 this year was not tiken serlously,

Tt took more than two manths for the station to assembse an Inbernal complainis
commitiee and due process appeared to be serlously compromised. A medical
examination was also conducted only at the victlm's insistence, that teo on the
lust dlay of the investigation, The committee's verdict that the complaint was incon-
clusive for lack of eyewitnesses is also astonishing: sexual encounters, especially
non-consensual ones, are unlikely to be conducted openly. The victim is also
reported to have claimed that one witness for the prosecution had been pressured
o leave the 1 other wi had been "utored”, again acommen problem
whien the perpetrator happens to be a person ina position of power,

The lnck of action by the hastily convened internal complaints committee
compelled the victim to approach the police, which had booked the officer con-
cerned, Indin now has u prowd record of! mmiling more waorner in s mmmilimy
and military forees, Over 9000 v in the three branches of the defence
services and both the Indian Army and Navy are required to follow gender-neutral
cireer progression policles. Nevertheless, womnen are still 4 notable minority in
these organisations, For instance, women account for fust about 12 per cent of the
pollee forees ngainst & mandated 33 per cent, enusing the home ministry to lsue
advisories to Increase the representation of women, Even if the prevalence of
wonmen in these forces were to rise — some states like Blhar and Tamil Nadu have
over a 20 per cent presence — the culture embedded in these hitherto
all-male organisations is unlikely to diminish anytime soon,

This fact only underdines the ungent need to Introduce more intensive gender-
sensitisation programmes in these organisations and ensure that bases and stations
e ot only safe places for women towork in but senior staff members ane responsive
to complaints of sexual harassment and assault. Indeed, almost no military
organisation in the workd that has admitted women, especially in combat roles, has
Been Immune to the problem of sexual harmssement and it has taken considerable
pushback from women to foree their services to create gender-sensitive policies
anel environments, The US military, for instance, employs psychologlsts tralned in
preventing sexual assault and nssocinted harmiul behaviour In the anks. Withowt
such conducive policies, Indin’s ambition to emulate the best-n-class milisary anc
paramnilitary forces in terms of gender newtrality is likely to be a distant dream.

ILLLISTRATION : ALY MOHANTY

Tyranny of the status

quoinGST

reform

The reluctance to undertake comprehensive rate
rationalisation, fearing revenue loss, is short-sighted

he GST Council meetings have become
T routine, tinkering with goods and services

ax (GST) rates and making miner adminls-
trative changes as needed by the exigencies. rather
than transforming the tax structure towards the
best-practioe approach,

The Councll seems to take o short-term view thit
the system has stabilised, stakeholders are well-
neguaknued with and hove necepted the system, and
diecislons are made merely to address immaediate
naeeds and Introduce minor cormections. There ls
o attempt to take o long-term view to dinect the
structure towards minlmising the three costs asso-
cluted with tuxes, namely, collectlon
costs, compllance costs, and eco-
nomle distortlons, Implicit In this
way of thinking Is also the fear of
loslng reveniie and the leck of basle
research o support the Improved
i structure without compromising
revanie.  Not surprisingly, the
Counell meeting held on September
9 made only Incremental changes, ‘
such ns exempting the Import of ser-
viees by forelgn alrlines, reducing
rates on cancer drugs and hellcopter
rides, and setting up two groups of M GOVINDA RAD
ministers to eaming Il and health
Insurance premiums and the compensation cess,

The prevailing GST structire ks sub-optimal and
naeds major reforms I we want to make [t compet-
Ftlve while ensuring revenue productivity, Indla's
nsplration to become o developed country by the
mibddle of this century requires having a competitive
tax system with minimal cascading effect. It ls
Imnpartant to reform the tax system to steer it towards
Internationnl best practices to have o brogd base,
bower and less differentlated rates, and asimple and
transparent structure. Insuch a system, the three

conts assoclated with taxes — collection costs,
compllance costs, and econamle distortlon — are

OPINION 9

25 hawve adopted a slngle mte of tax, and It |5 rare ©
And countries with maore than two rates, aside from
Inclin, Multiple rmtes create classification disputes,
Introduee pnomalles in terms of inverted duty stae-
tures, and Induce unintended changes and resource
allocations, besldes Increasing compliance and
administrative complexity. Unfortunately, the GST
Matwork does not provide rte-wise revenue collec-
tons, but the ctd from
shows that more than 75 per cent of GST revenue In
202324 necrued from two rates — 12 per cent and 18
per cent. A back-of-the-envelope caloulation shows
thiat combdning thise two rites into o 15 per cent rate
will be revenue-neutral. Similarly, Hmiting the: znmr
cont e thon
andd passenger w:hldc:n Indlmlry From thi excesslve
Burden, and can Improve the labour-Intensive con-
struction sector and passenger car services sector,
Even If some revenue ks sacriflced on this account,
this could b offset by pruning the large Hst of exempt-
wd Items and Increasing the 5 per cent mte o6 per
cent. Thus, effectively. the number of rates can be
reduced totwo with an additlonal rate on sumptuary
or demerit goods withous saerificing revenue.
Another major mlwm needied tomake the tax sys-

minimised. This is the ght thime bark on the
directlonal change In the tax system because major
reforms ane best implemaented whaen the economy
5 on an upswing to ensure revenue buoyancy.
Indeed, globul experience with value added tax
(VAT) refonms has shown that there §s no "one-sie-
fits-all" mocel: each country achopts a structune and
administration that best sules is unlqurcund.l:hnn
and ks T (315
most countries adhens to certain mnmﬂ principles
to minlmise the three costs mentloned above, The
Important general principles recom-
mended by most experts are: (L alm
Foar i global tax with few exempthons
and exclusions; (1) focus the tax sys-
berim primarly on revenae genaration,
rather than uslng it to schleve too
iy othar goaks (0 mudntadn o ea-
sonably high threshold to targat the
“whitles” rather than the "minnows”,
o thils will serve to minimise admin-
Istrative costs wnd hedp o make the
|

POLICY PILLARS

tem o and comp ks the Inclusion
of petrobeum products and electricley in the GST base,
In 2009200 exclse duty on petroleum products
accounted for 29 per cent of the Centre's consumption
ax revenues, The sales tax on petrobeum prochucts
In the non-special category states was almost 53 per
wont, varying from 36 per cent in Blhar o 61 per cent
In Telangana. The exclusion pennlises exporters, s
they cannot zero-rate the [nput taxes on transport
wsed in the production and distdbutbon processes,
Besides, it rendiem the tax base narrow as the entire
transport sector, except for alr travel and ale-condi-
tloned and fArst-class traln travel, s exempeed,

In general, there §s reskstance to change, and that
I partieularty trueof the tax system. As stated by Paul
Johnson and David Miles of the Institute of Fiscal
Studles while reviewlng the repoit on tax reform In
the UK by o Committee chalred by Jumes Mirrless,
“lin thie real world, the propesals for tax relofm ane
constralned by politics, Those who lose from tax
refiarms tend bo be vengeful and those who gain, tend
o e ungrataful. This can lead to tax pollcy, perhaps

rtes o evolve o simple structure to
minimise administrative, compll-
unce. and distortion costs: (v) do not
collect more Information than |s required and can be
processed; (vl) actively encourage good record-keep-
Ing and akm for the long-term goal of sell-issessment.
Thirexperlence also shows that I some "bad” featunes
suich as too high or too low thresholds, everly extensive
o mitlp bl as a political
or for ' 'y I th first

pIucL. thiry mary it be easy to remove later,
At the heart of the reform ks the urgent need For
rate ratlonalisation. Sinee 2006, of the 31 countries
that have Implemented VAT In one form or another,

othier polley, tontyranny of satus qua®,

The GST Councll s ppolnted a group of ministers
o review thi rate structure and recommand changes,
However, very little progress has been made In this
regard, parthy because, in the absence of credible
research, noone b8 willing to risk revenue. The argu-
mient that the people have come to accept the mite
structure and, therefore, there s no need for any major
change Is short-sighted and does not consider the
Invisible sconomic camige coused by the distortions,
Hopefully, rate mtionusation and measurnes to make
thie GST comparehiensive will be taken up sooner,

The writer, a formee i recior al NIPFF, wasa memberaf the
Funarteench Finaner Commission, The ews are personal

New smart cities: Packing more punch

Investment In manufacturing over decades.
However, the share of marnigfacturing in gross
doumestlc product (GOP), ak 16-18 per cent, ks a far cry
from expectutions that it would touch 25 per cent
around Indla@?s,. A few high-profile Investment

I ncllan policyrmukers have been striving to attract

batteries, ot al have recedved attention. But overall. the

elent condition. And so, it 18 In the context of pro-
viding o far superlor enabling ecosystem that these
12 new destinations should seck to pack In more
punch than hitherto avallable destinatbons.

o that pock i

E2400 erone per location. It ks understood that state
governments are to provide lind and also thelr share
of capltal expendiiune (capex). But all this together
will just about cover the capex of external develop-
ment charges. 5o, creative PPP (public-private part-

Suggost
Plug and play: A plug and play” env
replete with all the procedural relaxations nssociated
with “ease of dolng business” would be essentlal.
Each create facilitation cent res, which

uptick in manuf
Investmaents remain an angodng podicy challenge.
Owar the past fow years, the government has tried
o varety of Interventions, such as the PL {produc-
thon-linked Incentive) schame, Natlonal Loglstics
Polley, Gatl Shaktl, Cluster Development, Industrial
Coreldors, ense of dolng business, and capltal
subsidies for Investment to come In. Now, further
to these attempts, the announcement about devel-
aping 12 Industidal amart clties (1SC8) comes a8 o
turbo-charger.  The  Cabinet
Comimittes on Economic Affalrs, on
August 17, clearsd public investment
of 826,602 crore to develop 12 15Cs
I slx major Industelal corrldors
ncross 10 states, The locations are:
® Five citles along the Amrltsar-
Kolkata  Industrial  Corridor:
(Rajpura-Pacials in Punjab, Khapla
In Untarnkhand, Agra and Proyogra)
I Letar Prociesh, and Gaya In Bihar),
® Two cltles along the Delhl-
Mumbal  Industrial  corridor:

INFRATALK

(Jodhpur-Pall in Rajasthan and  VINAYAK CHATTERIEE

[xighi in Maharashtrah

@ Four in the Industrial Corridors of Vizag-Chennal,
Hyderabad-Bengaluru, Hyderabad-Nagpur, and
Chennal-Bengaluru (Kopparthy and Orvakal in
Andhra Pradesh, Zaheerabad (n Telangana, and
Palakkad In Keralah,

The name of one more city has not yet been
revealed on account of the model code of conduct
In force currently,

‘There ks no doubt that efforts of this nature pro-
vide n strong signal of the government's continuing
and committed efforts to bolster manufacturing
Investmaent, But It needs emphasis that avallabdlity
of Imdustrinl locations is a necessary but not a suffl-

chermonst rwte practically the reforms that keep gesting
announced from the power portals of Mew Delhl,
Soclal For too long, the "soclal” needs
of employees and thedr fumilies have been neglected
In Industal estates, A parallel plan w incenthise set-
ting up schools, hospltals, parkdands, retall, el
and entertainment facllitles should be an Integral
part of a hollstleally planned development agenda,
Smart wtilbties: “Smart” Industrlal citles bullt in the
rmaledelbe of thie ZLst coniary must nec-
ensarly Incorporate "smart utilitles",
Thise Include clreularity in Hoguld
andd solld waste managemsnt as well
s tha full

nership) for ictured to diraw In private
eapital in core, supporting and social infrastrectune
dwtlopmrm mx!L-\n.ni.JltMianmlm and maln-
tenance), ountries
a8 co-developers should be seriowsly pumued,
Coastal economic zones (CEZ): To boost Indla’s
manufacturing competitiveness with a view 1o
exporting, the blg unaddressed ldea is selll thae of
CEs. Back In 3005, Arvind Panagariya, then heading
the NITI Aayog, advocated the bold dea of setting
enernplified by Chinese examplis,
& free trade 2ones, much ke what GIFT
iy In Ahmedabad is for the inanclal sector, These
CEZs, with a hossle-Free regulatory environmant,
wiar to b the speingbord for Indla's mosshve leap
Imto lnbour-intensive, vilue-sdded exports, It s seill
not too kata to pursue this suggestion,
Inella by

aw and 1CT |td|n:ﬂmuu avallable

and convergences This
wI:II. mean the existing policles for
thie Mational Single Window System,
O Districe One Prociect, Sagarmali,
AMRUT, Smart Citles, Swachh
Ehuirat, Jul Shaktl, Awas Yol
Duevelopment Centres, the revised
SEL (special econombe xona) scheme,
Challenge Pune for Cleles and ather
anergy, and telecom and publi transpont schemaes
must all converge seamlessly. Mult-modalism and
Inland contalner depots too need Incluskon,

m past Inttlatives: The frst genera-
tlon af seven Delhl-Mumbal Industrlal Corrldar
Development Corporation (DMICDC) industrial des-
tinutions ke Dholer and Shendra-Bidkin hlwyﬂ

 Skill

history of trying to attruct manu-

Fac
Thet socinlist ern saw II'IL|I.I'I[|I| estates sprouting in
almost every state, many of them decrepdt and fallow
today. This was followed by cluster development
afforts and smart clties. The private sector then was
motlvated to come In and the Hkes of Mahindra and
Srlelry Industral enclaves do stand out as netable
successes, The DMICDC attempted seven new loca-
tlons, The SEZ movemaent created a significant buse,
andd unforunately petered out and produced the seill
bom DESH (Development of Enterprise and Service
Hubs) BEIL 20623, Aned now we have these 12 1508,

Overall, these 12 15Cs should be glven priorty
by bath the central and state governments, But
they must be seen to be markedly different from
earller attempts.

Thay must strlve to pack more punch.

e thaelr full Il Thise e
faced Issues related to mld.rth.nhdl. The writeris) trusteeey The
Atatlon, delays in infrastructure development, and TIF) h the
lnck of coordinatbon among multiple ¥ { Conarrcil ot

Attract private capital as co-developers: The
E28,602 crore central allocation averages arcund

Ifrastruciure, Hewold like lm\k Eeracowriiele trpuats o
g Sk, CEO, TIF

podnting out that the 'Imrmﬂtknnd

the Brltish but Il was lln. latter who

wnrly 19908 ware n time of |
world.” Ii‘m I!rrl.ln Wall :hm'.l. Fallen,

el The
narrathve that :Inrm.:l [propagntes stwo-

Oetober 2023 killings, leading
mjor donors to withhold thelr
funding o UNREWA, which im:wldt.n

arenswere deflned as lsmell Reghonal
Counclls and Inchuded within Bsrel.
How In 2003 [srael began bulldingthe

Why Palestine dies

Shehadeh. T Ilrwlnm.n:ll m-.zums ﬁuw‘.lw humkn did the resolution of Jewdsh lnnd inthe holy BiE three o Inthe
Orwell Prize, Mr Sk i - g encdembc I} in oneolthe Deeupled Terdtorles, Including
twolectures tiled " The Danger or elsewhere not lnsplne the srel | worst atroclties ln modern history, the ensternJerusalem.”

Pence: What Does lsrael Fear from povernment toend the occupation of Holocaust” that it leverages. Alongside the political history of the
Palestine®™ and *Does Israel Fear Peace? | the Occupled Palestinlan Terrtorbes, Inthe absence of a centrallsed volee Israel-Palestine conflict, Mr Shehadeh

pronged: Flest, the evidence of the services tonearly 6 milllon Pabestd Wall, which i 1o

Inhibit freedom of movement, How the
laned planmning schemes wene amended to
Fvour lsraell Jows, so that onearea after
another became, toall Intents and

Refectionson the Pallures of resolvi outstanding Issies between againat the oppression wizavies In his personal piarposes, anneced to lsrel, and our
BOOK RE\'I Ew International Law and H Rlgh I and Isrnells and usher and vielanos that What Does libstary, Ha wrltes, "1 bowris iwnd villages wiare left as slands
SAURABH SHARMA and on Sources of Hope™ In 2016 and inalasting peace? lsrnel was inflictingon III'II"' r remenber how my withinthose lsracllsextenslons, Fullilling
2017, respectively. Thi former was at Primcipally. ha soys, thare was thie Palestinlan pllll'ﬂn!? grandmathir, who Ariel Sharon's promibse made Intheaorly
Ritsumalkan University, Japan, and th elthirmlnck of interest on the part of pupulullon =untilthe Israel - wans forced out of Jaffy 1980 thait Termel was golng bo create‘an
[19 tlnst 100,000 Pulestinlans Latterwas at the School of Orlental and the International it Liberatlon | Fear . Author: Raja— jry Apri] 1948, would entirely different mapof the country’”
howie bean Forcibly displaced, | Afrlean Studbes. His latest book — favonsred In:ualbc:cuuwd.ulnuuuml.pul. Unmndnuﬂcmtl'lul from shehadeh loak at thie lights on Mot anly the erusu e of territory
iy not forthe st tme, uprlmaer of sorts =I5 a revised and thidr strategic Interests. Otherthan wak formeed [nthe |'81¢ﬂ“l'l¢ MW:. thie horlzon neross the bt the destruction of institutes such
From Deebral-Balah in the post few days, entended varsion of the two talks, that, storytelling hns played nerucial 19608 — thi P laklls frosm R llah s unlversitios, books, and
withsoma not even able to find spaceto Theeco-founder of a human rlghts ol bn thie pe ofl -"“‘r Pages: 128 andbelleve she was |5 also underway, Towards the and
set uptents as the lsrael military keeps onganisation for Palestiniong, Al-Hag, = atactic that evary settler-coloniser community h * Price: ¥290 Ionklngll thelightsad | of thebook, MrShehadeh Invokes
shrinking the tiny GazaStrp,” notes one | Mr Shehadeh offers “new wys to think employs bo hold swany over people and swllowed the fictions s Jafta Such that Palestinian poet Refaat Alureer
of AlJuzeera’s lnbest reports on the war about”the lsrael-Palestine conflict in mobilise support, Lmulm.lhyﬂwllnmcliu references L0 BUgRest llmtmumuln,ul'ulnc
that Isrnel has wiged on Gaza, thils book, Divided intotwo pans, this MrShehadeh describes 1948, An e Mr Shehadeh highlights T thie Palest rpulres people o

as follows: Because the United Natlons
Rellefand Works Agency (LINEWA),
whose full name Includes "for
Itdmn.ﬁlnlhc. Maar East",
Wi B Lo

Palestinlan refugees, Ismt.l.h.nn alwiys

Alongsidethe theatreof violence that
Gagza has become, s the near-inaction of
the international community.

Thiere are any number of exceptional
necounts explalning how the lsrael-
Palestineconfllet reached this stage.

brlel necount notonly serves ns arecord
of gross violathon of the human dights of thie Palestinians call the Nakba
Palestinian people but s alson befting (catnstrophe), as “year zera” inwhich
reminder that noother actor can notanly ethnlec! il P
effectively intervene to medinte peace o Padestindans ¥
brtwien the two partles. Iamhn. "entine history of Palestine” was
But few people have beenas Trnthie first part, tithed " How Did We rewritten. Interestingly, Israel celebrates
argumentative as wlterand lowyer Baja | Get Here?”, MrShehadeh beglns by Iodtas "It warof Independence” from

theyear [smel was formed and which MrShehadeh, who has been studying
“thedevelopment of sl legl
linguisge inthe West Bank” forthe lust 25
yearsnotes "how the Isrell state has
been extended into the Occuphed
Territores throwgh theacquisitionof Thoe reviewesr i Dol (- vsed writerand
tried toattack it It "accused ten UNRWA | land anc its reglstration bm the bsrwel Sreelwnee fournalier

employeesof particlpating Inthe 7 Land Awthority, 1 e o Ko gmwriterty life

cnnll (T Io1|.|.|1 hilr story, topreserve
theelr map. "IFTmiust dbeyou muss
e/t tell my stony, (0] must dielet it
brlng hops,/ et itbe a tale”
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End compensation cess
States can benefit from GST rate rationalisation

he Group of Ministers constituted by the

GST Council under Minister of State,

Pankaj Chaudhary, should not find it too
difficult to decide the future of the compensation
cess, The compensation payments, included inthe
GST Act, 2017, was the carrot held out to States to
make them transition to the new indirect tax
regime. It promised States a generous 14 per cent
growth in taxes subsumed under GST in the first
five years and sought to meet the shortfalls in this
promise through the cess levied on sin and luxury

goods.

- It is well that the compensation

— payments to States have ended in June
2022, The levy of the cess, which has been
extended until March 2026, to meet the
repayment obligations on loans taken to
compensate States for the shortfall in
revenue during Covid, should also come to
an end once these obligations are fulfilled.
With the GST regime quite firmly in place
and most States having adapred to the new
indirect tax regime fairly well, the idea of
compensating the States should be put to
rest. That said, the primary task before the
GoM will be to recommend the way the
levies under compensation cess can be
assimilated into the GST rates. The
collections from this cess averaged around
12,000 crore every month in 2023-24 and
the Centreand the States can benefit from
the continuation of this levw, albeit with
more rational rates of taxes and ina
different form. The GoM should keep the
consumers in mind while suggesting the
way forward. There is a strong case for
retaining higher taxes on tobacco, pan
masala and related products to deter the
consumption of these products which have
debilitating impact on health. Similarly,
there isa case for higher levy on coal to
attain our sustainability goals,

But the cess levied on motor vehicles
needs to be rationalised. While the cesson
small and medium sized carsis not too
high, the compensation cess on larger cars
ranges from 20 to 22 per cent, taking the
overall GST levy to 50 per cent for these
vehicles. Some of these cars cannot be
classified as luxury vehicles and are used
the middle-class. Reducing the GST rates
on such goods of mass consumption can
increase demand, giving a boost to the
automobile and ancilla
Besides reviewing these levie:
rationalisation committee should act
quickly on readjusting the GST slabs and
rationalising all the other GST rates to, 1o
make the entire regime simpler.

If the GOM recommends higher levy on
goods currently subject to compensation
cess, it should be mindful not to classify it
as cess. This is vo ensure that the revenue
earned from these goods are equitably
shared between the Centre and the States,
The sharing of revenue from these goods
should be on lines similar to other goods
and services under GST. This will ensure
that States with a high consumption of
Tusuiry g lso enjoy o I
high GST revenue,

%o

POCKET

Estimating banks’
liquidity needs, a

tricky issue

MONEY MATTERS. RBI's draft guidelines on liquidity coverage ratio
are useful, but internet banking complicates matters for banks

framework excludes RRBs, Payments
Banks and Local Area Banks.

DRAFT LCR GUIDELINES
On July 25, 2024, RBI brought out Draft
Guidelines (D4Gs) containing “Review of

MANAS t, DAS.
GANGA NARAYAN RATH Haireuts on High Quality Liquid Assets
(HQLAs) and Run-off Rates on Certain
Iquidity risk arises whena Caregories of Deposits.” DGs, which aim
bank is not able to meet mﬁmh:reﬂunﬂnﬁth: Ilqu:dm
payment obligations of banks, will be 1
primarily fmm its dl‘pﬁi|wl’! l'mm npnl 1, 2025,
and give, Isin DG are: (a)
enough loans to its existing or polenual Banh touslgn an astdilioml 5per cent
borrowers, run-off factor for retail deposits which.
Thus, Hguidity risk can impalra are enabled with Internet and Mobile
bank’s intermediation function on dalhr Banlmg (IMB) ﬁlcll.'lllrs iic., stable retail
basis, Liquidity risk b Il deposit hi 0
visible during the 2007-09 Global prrcrnlrun-od‘l‘l‘mrnndlmstnh‘lr
Financial Crisis, deposits enabled with IMBro have 15
Post-crisis, the Basel Committee on percent run-off factor and (b)
Banking Supervision introduced two Unsecured wholesale funding provided

measures tomitigate the liquidity risk:
() Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR) to
mieasure and limit a bank's liquidity risk
over 30 calendar days and () Net $table
Funding Ratio (NSFR) asa Ionsa:l-t:rm
liquidity metric to measure and limit
banks' structural asset and liability
mismatches, Both LCRand NSFR, albeit
separate, complement each other o
maintain a safe and sound banking

by non-financial small business
customers 1o betreated i in nmmldlm
of

with the P as

With this, LCR perhaps covers nearly
all bank sccounts now,

COMMENTS
Depositsare the key driver of LCR. We
feel that the two proactive proposals are

/

L
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Bank group-wise LCR and NIM

Bank group LER (04 IM (2023-24)
Median Range Medizn Range
PSBs.(12) 13046 125.36 - 205.09 1% 245-3.92
NPvBs (9) 110,66 11364 - 129.92 451 240-7.35
OPvBs (12) 160.64 117,00 - 268.84 i 110549
s qn 152.76 7.3 - 46327 B16 1941012
éhlcf“' colected P = Public Sectir Basky;
WO - Wew /Ol Privabe Banks; SFB WM - of banks
deposits 1o calm financial are characteristically observed tobe less
disintermediation. First, banks are stable. Bulk depositors select their
enjoying good NIM (Table 1) which, in banks by analysing banks' financials
our view, can accommadate “up to 100 rignmu:lz.andlllq regularly monitor
bps” increase in deposit rates without their banks' activities,

increasing lending rates.
? according to RBI, during May
20).2 o March 2024 { Tightening Cycle),
Repo Rate went up by 230 bps and
Weighted Average Domestic Term
Deposit Rate (WADTDR) (Fresh
Deposits) by 259 bps, but WADTDR
[Ourstanding Deposits) by 185

Therefore, I\c)'nndclm the
Jihuhmdofa bank' sl’mﬂuﬂﬂorm
retail deposivors, and move t
deposits wo safer banks, And, toadd fuel
tothe fire, they flaunt it in the social
mediawhich influences retail depositors
o follow suit.

LCR tests a bank's readiness 1o meet

system. far-si against the backdrop of Further, as an empirical study by the outflows for 30 days. However, even
LLR = [Total Stock of High-Chality proliferating popularity of IMB, evenfor  Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation after LCR was operationalised, liguidity
Liquid Assets (HQLAs)* Ilkl}'['l‘o:al \h’t amaller transactions, sﬂemmlﬂwd.mnmluhnlr imbroglio led tothe erises in Silicon
Cash Outflows over the next 3 k .d.li fate the and tried to mobilise — Valley Bank (US) and Credit Suisse,
days) I run-off fi proposed, as dcposluathlgherra:es.lhmwas where withdrawals took no time, ln
LCR secks toensure that a bank has most have their LCR much ab run-in of dey with  India, the regulator is well
deg & bered the minimum i (Table 1). deposlmm -off, drn.lm:h any serlous drag on | quadh)-
HQLAs that can be converted into cash Nevertheless, banks have to accelerate However,if’ tithed “Basel 11 The

easily and quickly to meet its liquidity

their efforts to mobilise stable or

necds under a 30-day liquidity stress non-callable deposits.
seenario, Unlike the 19808 and |990a,ba-ﬂ:a
LCR helps improve the banking now purely depend

sector's ability to absorb the financial ing via electronic means.

economic shocks and reduce the Bmahuvcturrvlwlhmapttnl.

*eontaghon risk’, within and outside, deposit mobilisation campakgns for
stable deposits for longer maturity

INDIAN LCR FRAMEWORK rerlods - Currently deposits growth is

RElissued the Indian framework for ng credit growth which makes our

LCR requirements on June %, 2014 for ape.

all uled commercial banks
[exchuding Regional Rural Banks
(RRBs)].

Introduced in five phases starti
January 1, 2005, the minimum
requirement stipulated by RBI is 100 per
cent since January 1, 2019,

With their establishment, Smeall
Finance Banks (SFBs) came under the
framework. Currently, the LCR

Ty, b

outflows in LCR, banks could be forced
o hold too much liquidity, introducing
inefficiencies into the financial system

Liguidity Coverage Ratioand liquidity
risk monit tools (January 2013)"
wppomlhn epuslunaummanucn

by way of reduced credit availabili

In fact, this will be a double whami
for banks — shower deposit growth an
higher liquidity which may impact their
future profitability.

MISSING EXPLANATIONS
However, what isn't slmrln thcdn[l
idelines is that how

. agood
poa::mmoun'crldg!m:mnumcsen

Banks need to revive
their special deposit
mobilisation campaigns
for stable deposits for
longer maturity periods

:xmelhmugh IMB.Monlwu-.hw
a In etabieand b L b

Itis presumed that RBEmust have
collected these data, and transparency
ires their disclosure in the Final

Guidelines.

Another question is whether IMB
deposivs are observed 1o be more
volatile than the “bulk” deposits which

lnthiem:m.(hvindhndcpmi:
insurance system needs o be
overhauled inorder to make it more

ducive t 11 hank ek

resolution of troubled banks,

Tnsum, the draft guidelines constitute
asmall sacrifice that banks should make
today for alarge gain, i.c., financial
stability, in future, Nevertheless, a basic
-tbuunnwnmm even if maintaining

stipulated LCR logs Indian
tothe international benchmarl
reality, are banks not considered as
“too-blg-to fall' in the country?

D i b e senior exenomit, 585 and Ratha

Adding spice to the value of Indian turmeric

India can be a top turmeric supplier for global nutraceuticals, Standardised farming and post harvest practices are a must

antibacterial, antifungal, oy post-harvest p
m Mukherjee anti-inflammatory, anticancer, Post-harvest pm:ems Imhullng
Trishall Khanna antiseptic, antiallergic, and antiviral cleaning, dryi nmlmnnghplc
agent. Indiais the lirgest producer of pivotal rele in :cmumngl gml
he world is nmhls:mld: ulmrlc‘glnbally In WZDB 24, am;md Inhqrm'wrmndc Incfficient practices
I ical dmany  3.05] i land uring this stage can result in
raditional In&m!p&c&uvm turmeric cultivation, producing over contamination, curcumin convent loss,
inglobal nutraceutical value chaing, Ome 12,21 lakh tonnes and miore than 75 per and product degradation,
suchexarn[lkislhal ol:unmﬂc cent of global production. More than 30 Tomaintain leadership positionin
et i i cach prn-dlmmnlndnpans.lndmmusl
'nmmri:hmbcen Imegralporlof with different levels of curcumin. fromb supplier
India's culture, cuisine, and traditional Many varieties, like Salem, Armoor, of raw turmeric for food, dye, ete,
miedicine, like Ayurveda and Unani, for Sudarshana, ete., have less than 4 per TURMERIC, :,‘pm potential covsranu become aleader in
wnlunrsdu:mhapmrnl:w. cent curcumin content, with the high-value/high-curcumin content
lhcrsrruucamicura(lvc properties. As i impl i gmd :Iﬁl"ﬂlllllm turmeric products, This strategic shift
by embrac G hie Indication (G1) products, GAP): The f necessi f uali
i;alLﬂl.c health practices, turmcdchas ranging from 2.5.4.5 per cent in Erode with small- -scale farmers employing innovation, branding, and the
ninence in Manjal (Tamil Nadu), 3,45 per cent in lm!merlnl methnd.s. rcsultslnnlld:uf development of value-added products.
Sangil{MWruhm],mM zpcr:cnl in wﬁphallﬁc nnthemdru
bi I | 5 per lackof i pr.\cllm ical market, the key initiath
widel dasap centin Lakad ,.,‘ laya), vnm.-lles This has led to inconsistent quality and meeded inclede providing farmers with
nutraceutical ingredient, in avariety of like Bluc Turmeric (kali haldi), grown in lower curcumin levels. High use of inputs, training and knowledge for
products, from curcumin Andhra Pradesh, possesses significant pesticides, insecticides and lead in soil, high-curcumin varieties, investing in
ﬂplulﬂ;‘tahlculogo]drn milk or veas medicinal pmpcmes. making it valuable ete., can lead to product rejections by [post-harvest infrastructure, R&D,
Major for nutr panics, imp wertification and branding,
companics, both domestic aswellas Gaps in access to inputs: Indian sustainabilivy and ethical practices,
miultinational, have in THE CHALLENGES farmers are facing difficulties in ddressing bioavailability challeng;
wurmeric into their product lines, Nw { Pr d of hj ing the right quality of seeds and and leveraging G1 tags for turmeric
further expanding its global reach yturmeric is limited, with  inputs at competitive prices, Thereisa varieties, These measures can bolster
Curcumin, known as the “wonder rndhp Icssﬂsan 10per cent of need for more RED to develop India's position in the turmeric value

drug of life", has numerous health

w: are nm'b tosupply

region-specific high-curcumin content

<hain.

benefits, such as bealing wounds, an turmeric, imp m-'ﬂm
antidiabetic, antiangiogenic, duc luthmlm'l’mm. and devel Micient p Y i Beseach
antithrombotic, anticeadant, Lack chmnigy Aestistant, KRSER.
® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters ol or by post to Edior’, The Kastur| Bulldings, 855860, Anna Salad, Chennal 600002,
EV confusion meed gover P 2z s, Cash Rese Health cover for elders should introduce mare such
With refiarene 1o the news nepont suatainable seale Raticy anvd Statutory Liquidity Ratia) This s with reference to the news sehemes, and give wide publicity 1o
‘Cabingt chears new sop for EVY, the Wt knew that alectric cars ane bess marginally, to rebease liguidity into. report “Cabinet nod for Apushman them, apart from making existing
Cabinet’s approval of measures than 10 er cent of total car saes the economy which in turnwill health cover 1o senior citizens T0and  schemes mare attractive.
boosting EVs is In contrast (o the and electric charging ture  boost agEreg: and abaove™ (September 12).In The governmsent shoukd enact liws
Road and Transport Minister's s a long way to go. emphayment countries, there are marny granting pensions, medical
recent for the scrapping Neediess 1o 53y, Uhe deposit crunch uxucmmhrmeddmy. Insurance, and other facilities to
subsidies for EV. [, which the commercial banks However, i India, i 1434 d  weik
Suth inconsistencies does not bode confront today - read about ek t be more
weell for both GEMs and Rate ded % 4 sehves without any support government-run chd-age homes
» - : ancillaries. The new PM Electie A thet Rewi Feport ‘Retal tF isfits of ehildren. A this whéie the eldérs thould be looked
L "Add applicable GST to the [ faton s credi control — the LAR uxkurom;mmmnmn after with love and case.
ransom, or else!” vehicle enhancement does not A% August’ ber12).0ne 8 vy coverage for senior citizend isa Veena

cowver ebectric cars but they also feets, the Rl can reduce the Legal Chanasi witkcome mave. The gevernment Thans

kihman 0 Fried) 1T Ml L ot M . Ly Vikar, Greates ol D8, Gt B Ragar, UL 161 W0 o4 Bahat ol THG PURR FSHING PYT, LT, Chammal-4004e1. reipsaiie BN T8
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On the research runway

The Prime Minister is leading from the front

S Valdhyasubramaniam

i the advice of Prime
O Minster Marendra Modi,

the issue regarding GST
on research grants o universitics
has been sorted out, The Finance:
Ministry has decided toexempt
GSTon universities ercated by
Central or State legislatures, and
other universities exempted
under Section 35 of the Income
Tax Act. For the academia, this isa
perfect gift on the eve of the first
Anusandhan National Research
Foundation (ANRF) mect ing

F

COMMITTED, To foster research

semiconductor manufacturing

under the Ch the lence. To scale the workforce
Prime Minister. s — R&D, engineers and
Also, the Prime Minister's technicians — the Prime Minister
efforts v beapfrog India’s has committed 11 lakh crore
progressin high-tech and funding under ANRF toenhance
emerging technologies continues  research capabilities, clearly
with the Semicon 2024 and Global  aligning with ANRF's MAHA
Bio-India 2024 events — o cause mamentum for semiconductors,
for further cheer for Indian As the Prime Minister shared
academia, India's ambition to reach $500
billion inelectronics sector
PATH-BREAKING REFORMS business and create six million
The first governing body meeting  jobs by the end of the decade, the
of ANRF Dn&%mbﬁr l0sawthe  ANRF + Semicon combe is a game
launch of path-breaking reforms, — changing weeh-formula,
announcing the ushering inof Moving beyond chips to

world-class research ar India’s
universities, cnllq;rs n:srsn:h

biotech, the Prime Minister’s
pation in the Global
i 2024 summit is another

for achieving global capabilities
and competitiveness, The
Partnerships for Acoclerated
Innovation and Research (PAIR)
aimat building coherent synergy
between top, middle and low rung
institutions to create a ripple
effect across the higher-end
research ecosystem.

The Mission for Advancerment
in High- uupaﬂanng (MAHA)
has rightly identified electric
vehicles, mobility and advanced
materials for the initial
priority-driven research, with
mare such arcasinthe line.

The ANRF Centreo
Excellence (ACE) was also
announced tocreate aworld-class

y that was

Employment) poll
recently announced is India's
rransformational leap, to positi

SK SARKAR

ore than 40 per cent of

India is arid and

seri-arid with erratic

and scanty rainfall

leading to water
stress/scarcity situations that impact
lives and livelihoods in these regions.
‘With climate change, the rainfall pattern
ischanging and water shortage is visible
in many parts of the country, Also, there
are wide spatial and temporal variations
in the distribution of water. Eighty per
cent of rinfall occurs in nearly four
maonths of the year.

ANITI Axyog study (2019) estimates
that by 2050, water availability (supply)
in India will reduce to half of the
demand, Thus, demand side water
management is extremely important,

For many years, water was considered
afrecor non-cconomic good such as air,
However, due toexponential growth of
I)apul.lllon increased food demand,

festybe changes, and high economic
growth, water is now considered an
cconomic, inaddition 1o beinga
soclal in some cases. The UN
Dublin Principle (1992) emphasised on
the importance of economic value of
water in general and irrigation water in
particular,

If water is treated as an economic
good, some price should be attached 1o
it. Domestic water and water for
indhustries are charged, but irrigation
water is considered a non-merit good,
often supported by government ﬁ.md.s.

The National Water Policy (NWP)
1987 mandated that water rates should
convey the scarcity value of the resource
1o users, foster motivation for economy

itselfas a global biotech
powerhouse,

The policyaims to promote
economic, environmental and
employment enrichment witha
focus on underserved geographics
with afocus on
bio-manufacturing. The policy
will build a conducive
emvironment that would foster
innowation, support RED and
build India's strength in the global
biotechnobogy market; India’s

researchcentre with cutting-edge  biotechnology market is poised to
infrastructure and funding to touch $300 ballion by 2030, Global
SUPPOFT gldnll:.compﬂnne Bio-India Wl||d|.ll'bl'ﬁltmllh|!

research. | yand oppe dkey challenges

fundamental rucar\'hwnm'letns
the comprehensive vision of
ANRF in its first meeting, which
alsoassured an case of doing
rescarch mechanism o inerease
research output.

Atcllingly visible manifestation
of ANRF’s vision could be seen
during the Prime Minister's
inaugural address at the Semicon
2024 event.

The Prime Minister spoke on

in the areas of bio-manufacturing,
for achieving a growth-oriented
roadmap for the biotechnology
sector,

Beginning with the f}ﬁT

inwater use, and cover annual operation
and maintenance (O8&M ) costs and a
part of ficed cost for irrigation works,
The NWI* 2002 suggested that water
rates should cover at least O8:M cost
initiallyand part of capital costs

=]

Water pricing should
reflectits true value

MAKE IT COUNT. Every State must have a Water Regulatory Authority,
which should ideally follow the volumetric system of pricing

crops with respect to flow irrigation and
lift irrigaticn; for sugarcans, the rate for
lift irvigation is €2,965.16 per hectare,
and for flow irrigation it is T988.39 per
hectare. For manurial crops in
Karnataka, for lift irrigation it s 874,13
per hectare and for flow irrigation,
137.06,

Inthe case of groundwater, while 20
Staves/UTs (Maharashura, Rajasthan,
et} follow Central Ground Water
Authority (CGWA) regulation, 16
Staves/UTs follow Ground Water
Ih-gul:mn:n set by States. In most case: 5

cnmstllyoraqulfﬂs_ (,mundmtcl

lmimg ensureswater entitlement and
i 3

rates are i vof areas
(i.e., safe, semil-crit ical, mtl.c-sl
over-exploited). For example, if the
quantum of withdrawal is up to 50
m3jday, the abstraction charges rorsaft

for users to buy and sell water

allecations.

FUTURE STEPS
First, the concept of water as an
ke pmad should e adonved in all

area s{lfum_! , and for ol
area (existing industries), U8 per m3,
However, the largest consumer,
agriculture, is not under the net of
groundwater regulation,

INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE

My countries lolluwvvlumﬂm water
if

B
cases; the cost recovery in I-rrl'g:qlm
sector should cover O8M costs and at
least 1 per cent interest on capital
employed, as recommended by the
erstwhile Planning Commission.
Second, a volumetric pricing system
m:mplwn sector shourll be

subsequently, The rates should belinked  thereis mmhrvmc b pricing, Itel d. Incentive should be given
to the quality of service provided. Central guideli re kept at marginal cost of fol usmg w:llc.lﬂ'l‘wwnllﬂlmuloglca
Subsidy on water rates should be themiampmmgln!mh ruraland water. In :Iuc-‘..-\. fd i, ind I such F kler irrigation in
twl]-la:gﬂrd.:mllmnspmenl The urban arcas for drinki ngnnddom:ﬂlc and commercial use of water, OECD agriculture. A\:mnn:l Irrigation Water
NWP 2012 suggested that in order to purposes, ﬁ:ra;ricullurcawvulcs and countries levy uniform velumetric Policy should be framed after extensive
meet equity, efficiency and for mic i charges. Many other countries follow deliberations with States,
pnnumts.mlcrpmlmshuuld asa xruunr.h.n‘u:wfkssth.m 10¢ umy/day, the two-part tariff (fced and volumetric Third, more and more wsers of

rule, be determined on velumetric basis,

NORMS FOLLOWED BY STATES

Per NWP 2012, water pricing should be
under the domain of the Water
Regulatory Authority (WRA). There are
no independent WRAS in many States
and, as a result, the mechanism of fixing
w:m. rch:.rnn:s |sadhoc

continuing with ANRF, Semicon
and Global Bio-India, the research
runway signals are clear fora
smooth take-off with no mid-air
turbulence and for a smoother
Llndlng for Imlm to reachits new

behalf of not only the g

but also the semiconductor
industry witha deep sense of
pnslll\'lsm.a-isunngth: world of
India’s march 4

research

The writer i Vice-Chancellor & Tata Sons
Chair Professor of Maragement, SASTRA

University,

llcusl.on of water rates by States is often
outdated; in Kerala, for 47 years there
were nochanges inwater rates. In
Karnataka, there are water rates for 16

For athers, groundwater rates are

cnmpanrnls) nofmm. mmlumcl ric

linked to the g with | and

The concept of water as
an economic good should
be adopted in all cases;
the cost recovery in
irrigation sector should
cover O&M costs and at
least 1 per cent interest on
;apital emploved

em s followed in the US,
Jond:m the UK, Australia and France for
Irrigation water. In India, in contrast,
there is only area- or crop-based pricing
with flat rates.
Inthe case of groundwater,
volumetric water pricing isadopred in
China, South Africa, Australia, Isracl,
e, I Soaith Adrica, there is seasonal
pricing based on groundwater
availabiliny, and incentive for adopting
water saving practices, In Australia,
market mechanism such as water

Chi

groundwater should be brought under
the ambit of water pricing. Volumetric
pricing should be introduced for all uses
including irrigation. There should be
imcentive for adopting metering of
infrastructure, for water conservation,
and for introducing water audit-based
credit,

And, finally, all States should have a
WHA and their mandare on pricing for
various water users should be ensured.

Thewriter is s Distinguished Fellow, TERI, Mew Delhi,
and aformer Secretary, Minitry of Water Besour ces

Transition bonds can drive India’s net-zero ambitions

Arjun Goswami and gas, which are traditionally heavy green credentials of transition projects
Aditya Rathore emittens of carbon dioxide, thereby and encourage greater participation
Vrinda Nargas facilivating businesses in making a Y from private investors and
thehi |l-.|ul'lll ncqslil-lc smooth transition from their current consequently companies in climate
S . : uring the COP26 summit in high-carbon operation to their future transition-related initiatives. The
TWENT 5] g 10 TOI r Glasgow, India setan low-carbon goals, The uses of the announcement in the Budget this year
I v‘o hl. I Y \ Iu.’\R\ .r\(x( I'o )-\\ . ambitious target toachieve from these bonds can include regarding the development of a climate
net- mmbyaommramrphmn} -in unding improvements in existing . - finance taxonomy is a vital step in this
September 13,2004 of rencwable energy,  energyin keii witalfornet-zera  direction. It will provide a fillip to the
ing the climate Green ith bl energy finance market in India.
IDBI may not get go-ahead for PSU bank acquisition debt instruments are playing a erucial m:ulwnﬂo]an'mwu framework and verminology. At thisjuncture, Ivll.sappoul:em
According Lo senior officials of the Finance Ministry. ID8I might not be allowed role in this endeavour, However, t wrllul‘lmdlm{cmrgy Itis the need of the hour to create a point ple ol
1o take over another bank since it could alter the unique charscter that it i Isalsoaneed o ell\ecapi::ﬂ mwm‘mmmmlw ke which will ithon bonds, mJapwse
comautted to maintain. “ The mandate of IDB1 is to retain its development n forindustriestofinancethe  demand. nnkcllm.clholdtmﬂr.m rt,and rnment issued its first tranche of
finaneial institution (DFT) characteristic as it core acthvity, The DFI eharacter shift from high-carbon to low-carbon invest in projects thatalignwith elimate Frazsition bonds earller this
might alter if it takes over another commercial bank.” a senior official sakd. operations, This will lead tocleaner LACUNAE IN FRAMEWORK o tan Sty " }rwhnFrbnnry.qucI\mﬂpmrdm
industrial operations, In this regard, The Securities and Exchange Board of goals. This includes clearly defining
More steps soon to check inflation: Chidambaram transition bonds merit attention. India, vide circular ‘Additional what constitutes atransition project carbon-in nlh"ﬂ‘ mduslncslmmml
A day after the Reserve Bank of india raised the cash reserve ratio (CRR) to While there exists a wide variety of requirements for the issuers of and the criveriaf lsating 1t
check excess liquidity, the Finance hiinister, Mr P Chidambaram, sald more: green debt instruments, they are all transition bonds', issuedin May 2023,  environmental impact of projects. For transition bonds and transition
measured steps will be taken to contain inflation from shooting up due to Iﬂllyuudwl'umir‘n)ﬁul}nlm has set out regulations that govern the Addl.llonllly Ihcpmmsﬁnnnned finance to be successful, they must be
external factors = especially the unbridied surge in ghobal crude ol prices. B’Pnad;enulronmm: Issuance and trading of transition :Im::f th m d 7 d by i policy frameworks
bonds, discl ith target. and’:dwnleﬁnml:lmduniim
Toyota plans to launch Indianised Innova next year il of green plans inthe
Teyota-Kirloskar & expected to lwnch neva, the erosiover passenger vehicle, 'bonds. are of particular signifs as 1 - |M~'ml|plam vt 5
In India early next year. The Innova, launched in indonesia early this month, will they can's the pradual shift of However, there are still issucs "‘m rency. This Associate and Hargas s Assaciate, Cyrl Amarchand
be modified to suit Indian conditions. Innova is part of the international industries like steel, cement, and oil concerningthe lack of a well-defined will insplre gml.er Enmn:he Mangidas
multi-purpose vehicle plarform (W), for which Toyota-Kirkoskar Auto Parts is
SUPPling transmission parts.
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2525
NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. Acontrivance (11}

8. Relating v sight (5)

0, Pushed with the bent 3rm (T3
V0. Form of speech peculiar to
district (7)

11, Twe-footed ereaturs (5)

12, Turkish robe; type of sieeve (6)
14, Makes fit of suitable (&)

1. Thronged (7)

2. Court game (7)

3, Pleated frilling (5)

4 Pleasing, attractive (6)
5. Drank in, abrsorbed (7)
& At present (1)

7. Lost colour (5)

13. Piece of valuable old

1. Contrivance that might contain port (11}

8, With which publican measures tip compary

put cut (5)

9. Nudged out below somehow by editor {7y

10 Local language form wsed by idle cat (7)

11, Being two-foated, one needs hrsz patient in bed (5)
12 Kind of sheeve fashioned from almand (6)

14, Changes to it pads at putting them out (6)

18, Quikt (5) furniture (7) 18. It may cover ane lying in piece for two that
19, Float used 1o support 15. Saying, maxim (7) involves five (5) o pub (7)
bridge (7) 16. Meaning what one says (7) 19 Bust over twenty-one in bridge? (7)

17, To each individually (6)
18. Exclude, don't allow in (5)
20, Darkness (5)

22, Strike, destray, kil (3)

21, Quiz and bée in farm bws, theee or four éan play (7
23, Brent birds come out of these eggs backwards (5)
24 It can be stopped happening with parking: a belt
never albers (11)

21, Card game {7)
23, Large birds (5)
24, Can be stopped
happening (11)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2524

ACROSS 1, Application B. Manastic 9. Kils 10, Crepe 13, Dupe 16 Core 17, Past 18 Seer 20, Lateh M. Only 25 Strumpet 26 Malaprogtim
DOWN 2. Pinit: 3. Laser 4, Crimp & rked 6, Imprecision 7. Domesticate 17, Equal 12 Exalt 14, Unaw 15 Free 19, Royal 21, Alter 22, Chump 23, Epos

1. Cord we'd had to use with so many people there (7)
2, Game may be bent and everything (7)

3, Make hser cut the end off and vrim it with a frill (8)
4, Try pet out If it's so attractive (6)

5, Drank with me and used bib I'd provided (7)

& Having beaten up at this time (3)

7. Fellow dead wrang to have lost strength (5)

13, Something okl and quaing about the East (7)

15. Swying it has & maral lessen for seniar scout in

16 Unfeigned, from the time that it joined the Engineers (7)
17, 4 partion gen Eo each indnidual (8)

18. Dont allow one in with ragged beard (5)

20, Sir abandoned by king as it got dark (5)

22 Use remate eontrol in Monza perhaps (3)



‘Shadows to spetlight: Parvathy on the sets of Thangalaon’

From the margins to the mainstream: how
films are elevating marginalised voices

Dalit cinema is emerging as a powerful foree, shifting the focus from elite-centric narratives to the stories of marginalised communities: they not only

Thighlight the struggles and aspirations of oppressed groups but

Harish 8, Wankhede

hee recently released three
mainstream films Thangalaan,
Vanzhai (Tamil),

(0 Il-llillb are of b

1

domination of the social elites, the 5
revolve around the concerns and dreams
of sockally marginalised groups. By
introducing powerful Dalit protagonists,
these films advance a nascent but
impressive journey of Dalit
registering a claim for greater
democratisation in the Indian film
industry.

A visibile domination of a pec
Brand of films — often called the *masala
entertainments’ - and makers,

madnly the rich social elites, have made
Indlian cinema a sphere that lacks
dﬂmmnln l.n.'(l.l'll[l.l]'i While

necessary ﬁ:r suﬂ.‘llnllm the film industry,

lits core centrality for profit and
has marginalised the
arotind which any art
form shall be conceprualised. For
example, fame, profits, and privileges are
appropriated by the niche social elite
marginalised social

ctators of cinematic

1 ant presence of

sts. and Al uk«n from vulnerable
groups such as Dalits, Adivasis, and
Backward Castes, is not seen as an
unhealthy convention in the film
fraternity.

In recent years, the Dalie cinema genre
tried to bring some reforms to the

THE DAILY QUIZ

conventional routine of popular Indian
cinema. The kmpetus for this change has
been driven largely by the regional film
industry, especially the Marathi and Tamil
cinema, which offers exceptionally
brilliant artwork that caters to the
interests and concerns of marginalised

THE HiNDe
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s offer mainstream appeal, paving the way for greater inclusivity in Ind

stereotypes attached o the
representaion of Dalit characters on

it genre in Tamil and Marathi
clnema thus created a strong rupure,
influencing the Hindi film :ndlls:ry [T |al¢r
I As a resy

social groups, and quality enter

1o the general avdience, Nagraj Manjules
Fandry (2013), Sairat (2006), and Naal
(2018) set impressive exampl films
that are both socially sensitive
commerci ally successful, Later Marathi
s like Uchalya (2015), fayant (2021),
Kasterd (20099, Zolywood (2022),
Aatmapampller (2023), etc. kept the
momentum on, bullding a crucial
dialogue on cinema’s responsibility in
offering socially srisible o
However, it is the Tamil filmmakers who
have created a strong stir to establish this
genre as a significant commercial model.

More possibilities

P'a Ranjith’s earlier successiul films
Madras, Kala, and Kabali - have ad
the idea of a new Dalit hero, Big fil L
like Rajinilkanth are roped in o tell storles
abaoit the crises in Dalit lives, their
resilience, and herole atributes. This
sucoess was further cultivited creatively
by brilliant filmmakers, especially Mari
Selvaraj (Karnan 2021 and Pariyweran
Perumal, 2008) and Vetrimaaran (Asurarn,
2009 and Viduthalai, 2023), substantiating
the arrival of *Dalit genre' in Indian
cinema. By offering nuanced Dalit
characters, bestowed with nstream
herole eredentials (like Rajanikant's
characier in Kabali, Dhanush in Karnan,

has also supp 1 this churming by
offering powerful Dalit characters in
earlier films like Masaan (2015),
Maryjhi-the Mountain Man (2015), and
vecently Mhund (2022), Shamshera (2022),
Bheed (20233, and now Veda (2024).
Interestingly, while this emerging Dalit
genre sensitively showeases the
and desi he marginalised
communities, these films also ensure
quality entertainment with the influx of
clance, musie, drama, and action
sequences,

This genre thus offers a possibility that
the Dalit character may also emerge as a
‘mainstream hero', their stories can be
inspirational tales and the artists
belonging to the Dalit-Bahujan strata may
Eain mainstre
success and critical acclaim
Thangalaan and Vaazhal suggest that this
genre ks here 1o stay,

Withiln the i 1Iulu.1| discussions on
Indian cinema, the popular Hindi cinema
has not received a respectable
appreciation. It is often seen as a
profit-seeking industry that creates
hyper-sensational fiction 1o bewitch the
audience, taking them away from

ngaging with crucial social and political
CONCerns,

In the mid-1970s, the few aberrations
that vdlrmi eritical and socially sensitive
were marked as alernative

ard Udhayanidhi in M It
breaks the conventional ‘victim®

genres or the art-house cinema,

n cnema

restricting its celebration within the
mainstream cinema culture, There
apprehension that the rec
nascent but impressive
be redegated with similar tags 1o retain the
domination of conventional ideas and
Identities in the Almmaking enterprise,

Connect, promote
.mpmpmu-linm for the film

with :In- outstanding cinematic works of
artists and producers from soclally
marginalised communities, elevating
Inspiration for the new

neration.
Vcw ullllll.ﬂ festivals, public

by the
state are rl»qmmd that would promaote the
culture and talent of diverse social groups
that are often marginalised in mainstream
discourse on cinema, art, and festivity. It
Is essential to create new platforms and
obd institutions of popular culture to
improvise in order to connect and
promote the producers, artists,
technicians from Dalit, Adivasi, and Other
Backward Caste communities.

It is also crucial for more Dalits to joln
the fillm industry as producers,
technicians, and directors bringing their
stories and talents, It is high time that the
nascent Dalit genre shall be recognised as
part of the reformist cinema track, guided
nclushvist visbon, showcasing that
thee fillm indusery has a erwcial
responsibility towards promoting social
diversity and the values of soclal justice.
Harish 8, Wankhede is Assistant Professor,
Centre for Political Studies, School of Social
Sctences, Jawaharlal Nehirw University, New
Delhi

Flease send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.coin

The British writer Roald Dahl was born on this day in 1916. How well do you know him?

Racdhika Santhanam

Y
QUESTION 1

Wi was the Norwegian grandmarnaa in Witches, whi Dahl
‘.\n!bh:l(‘hl adored” and who was “a wonderful stor y-‘(‘"!‘l‘,

mosdelled on?

n
QUESTION 2

What connects Dr Seuss’s Great Bay for Up?, Shyvia Plath's
The Bed Book, Joan Alken's Arabel's Roven, and Roald Bahl's

Matilda?

[
QUESTION 3

Dahl's first commissioned work was published anonymausly
and was based on how he crash landed a biplane, What was

it called?

Y
QUESTION &4

Dahl adapted six of his stories for a television series. Four of
the episodes were directed by a man who once made his own

film twice and who filmed a psychological thriller in a series
of Lominute takis 1o make it ook ke one shot. Namé him,

QUESTION 5

The Royal Mint rejected the idea of a commemorative coin to

mark the centenary of Dahl's birth, Why?
4]
K

(9

Visual Question:
This musical fantasy, for which Dahl wrote the screenplay, is based on a children”s novel,
Name it

Questions and Answers to the
previous day's dally quiz: 1 Thess
two diacritical marks are mirror images
of each other. One is calbed the ogonek,
Name the other one, Ans: Cedilla

2. hcute, grave, and caron are three
types of diacritical marks belon ging to
alarger group called, Ans: Accent

3. Name the diacritical mark that
appears on the fisst letter of this
reghon's name. Ans: Overring

4, The use of this discritical mark
denotes a bang vowel in many
languages. But in statistics, this symbol
over 3 variable indicates the variable's
value is an estimate, Ans; Clreumflex
[hat operator]

5. The country's name includes
diacritical marks but the UN. spells it
on occasion without the marks, Ans:
Sio Tomé and Principe

Wisual: There are two countries whose
namés the UMN, spelli with diacritical
marks, One is Turkiye, Name the other.
Ans: Chte d'lvoire

Early Birds: Priyadarshi Manaranjan |
Hevin Toms Skaria | Seema Das

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
Upendran

Whr an- you Luu.him?”
1 just couldn’t help it. Don't you
he expression Jgo fly a ke

b
“1'vee heard miy friends say ‘let's godly a
kite" whenever they actually wanted 1o go
and fly a kive”
‘But nobody has ordered you to fly a
Kite in the middle of an argument, rght?
“Right. Whenever we disagree about
something, my grandfather usually ends
conversation by telling me to get lost”
“And that's how he ended the
conversation this time as well. When
somebody tells you to ‘go fly a kite' he/she
you to leave, In other words, you
asked 1o get lost. s a colloguial
expression used mainly in American
ngglish
S0 "o IIy a kite' means "get lost.”
ll:lvn-srh!.u
Tell me, why did your grandfather ask
o et lost?™
Oy, that! You see, [ wanted 1o be nice
1o my grandfather, So 1 called him a
“busybody'”
“You mean bus
|Jm||u||ncm|. like thy
and ‘zlp'®
] Il s i busybody."
re your grandfather didn’t
like: |I urwu you called him a ‘busybody'"
“He didn't like it at all. One thing led 1o
another and we ended up having a big
argument,”
why did you call him a busybody
ngs?"
“He always keeps |Ii|l|'€r|ﬂ!luj’ dolng
something or the other.”
“Is thar what you t “busybody*
means, someone who keeps himsell

body. The *s" is
& in words like ‘zo0"

b ‘is
someone who keeps interfering in other
people’s affairs. My neighbour is a
busybody, and 1 can tell you that she is
nod liked by many people.”

“1can well imagine, People don't like
those who interfere in their af

“That's true. ‘Busybody' is 2
word, and as you said, most people
disapprove of busybodies.”

“And I thought 1 was complimenting
my grandfather by calling him a
‘I:Luiylnxbf How could | make such a silly
mista

armal

h«l[!ill\hi]ll the time, For example,
some people think a troublemaker
and a troubleshooter mean the same
thing.”

“They do mean the same thing, don't
they?™

“Noy, they doa't. A troublemaker is one
who makes trouble. A troubleshooter
shoots down trouble, removes it In other
words, a troubleshooter solves problems,
and a troublemaker creates them.”

“Are our politicians troublemakers or

ih

than troubleshooters, right?
“That's the case everywhere. It's easy
o create problems, But its not easy o
solve them.”
“1 know, Will you be my
m-ulslnlrm«-r’
Your troubleshooter? What are
ing abow?”
you go to my grandfaher and
explain to him why | calbed him a
lany!uny
“Certainly not. He'll probuably tell me to
go iy a kite!™
Published in The Hindu on May 18, 1993

Word of the day

Confutation:

The speech act of refuting conclusively

SYNONYMS: rebuttal, disagreement

LISAgE: wer argument was a clear confuiation
of his claims.

Pronunciation: vysontuationpa

International Phonetic
Alphabet: sonfutesfan/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject Text & Contest’

»



