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Public accounts

‘The PAC must assert its role as an
instrument of parliamentary oversight

ver the last decade, the Central govern:

ment, with a comfortable majority in

Parliment, has evaded meaningful par-

¥ Now, h the BJP

hewds a coalition that is dependent on allies, and

the Oppesition ks stronger. The changed situation
i an opportunity for the renewal of parll

Instability and uncertainty stalk Bangladesh

t is often mentioned that the Gite of

Inelivicuals and natons hang by a slender

thread. On August 5 this year, even as

Muhammad Yunus (the current headichief
adlviser of the interim gevernment in Bangladesh)
wans to be arraigned before a court of kiw for
certain alleged actions against the State, the then
Prime Minkster, Sheikh Hasina, was compelled to
resign and flee the country to nelghbouring India.
This wis a seqisel 1o several weeks of protests
OveEr i ‘guits system’, reserving o pereentage of
all government jobs to descendants of 'freedom”
fighters invohoed in Bangladesh's ‘war of

- The | he

wiry oversight over the executive’s funetioning,
The proactive beginning of the newly constituted
Tublic Accounts Committee (PAC) is & case in
podnt, On September 2, it notified 161 subjects it
had picked for deliberations during its term,
most of them based on CAG reports. The panel
s plcked five subjects suo motu — reforms in the
banking and Insurance sectors; review of the lm-
plementaton of centrally sponsored welfare
schemes; policy measures underway for transi-
tion in the enengy sector; performance review of
regulatory bodies established by Acts of Parlia-
ment, and the levy and regulation of fees, tarifls,
user charges, on public infrastructure and other
public utilities. The PAC, headed by Congress
Member of Parlament K.C. Vemigopal, has made
wse of the rule which clearly states that s fune
tons can go "beyond the formality of expendi-
ture to its wisdom, faithfulness, and economy”,
This rube has been used only rarely and wo make a
political point. Though the subjects picked by the
PAC have political undertones, the overarching
public interest imalved is unmistakable,

The constitutional scheme envisages that Par-
liament controls the hnances of the country, Any
v may be Imposed only by passing leglslation,
All expenditure of the government needs prior
sanction from Parliament through Appropriation
Bills, The CAG is a constitutional office that exa-
mines and audits the financial functioning of all
government departments. All s reports are sent
o the PAC, one of the oldest and most significant
parlamentary panels. Government mensures
that phek the winners of the economy have led o
serfous allegations of crony capitalism in recent
years, The government has refused to investigate
the serfous charges against SEBI Chairperson
Macthabi P Buch and the Adani Group, which
controls seven Indian alrports. Public sector
bunks and regulatory bodies have a lot to answer
for, The BIP has already opposed any PAC investi-
gatbon into these questions, The Zhmember PAC
has 13 members from the BP-led NDA and nine
Opposition MPs, including four from the Con.
gress, The committes’s assertive posturing could
e undermined by the ruling coalition’s majority,
The PAC, and the Department Related Standing
Committees, many of which are yet to be consti-

indey

i 1

0 supy the student d
haied beel o @ groundswell of protest againse the
wovernment, and Shelkh Hasing hersell, Even
after the propesal for the ‘gquota system' was
withelrawm, massive protests continued,
signalling the depth of anger against the
wovernment, and Sheikh Hasing personally,
compelling her to flee,

Bangladesh currently has an interim
government headed by Mr, Yuanus, an economist,
which has the backing of the Army, and with
siudents functioning as the ‘stormeroopers’. In
quibek: suceessbon, the Chief Justice, the centeal
bank governor, a host of university
vice-chuncellors and other key personnel were
compelled to step down, The main charge
levelled against Sheikh Hasina is that she had
become a virtual dictator, trampling on the civil
liberties of clitizens and embarking on high
handied actbons against her politieal opponents,

Stillearly days but much can happen

It would be invidious to characterise Sheikh
Hasina's owster as a victory for 'democratic
forces'. No doubt, it has some of the
charneteristics of the “Prague Spring’ that rocked
Crechoslovakia in the mid-20th century, but the
world does not have to be reminded of how the
revolt wis snuffed out within a short time frame.
There may be no equivalent of the "Warsiw Pact
Powers' (which ended the Prigue students’
revolt) on the horizon in Bangladesh as of now,
Teoday's major powers, essentially the United
States and China, however, have a huge stake in
how martters turn out and are not averse o
meddling in Bangladesh,

What happened in Bangladesh does not
conform o a elassical ‘eolour’ revolution
Instigated by the U.S. or the West, but it has
provided scope for the *"Big Powers' to meddle in
the affairs of Bangladesh, anxbous to secure a
base for themselves in South Asia, as part of their
larger designs.

Much will depend on the turn of events, In the
first Mush of exuberance and anger agalnse Sheikh
Hasira, vandalism seemed to reach lis apoges,
with images of Shelkh Hasina and even the state
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The troubles in
Tangladesh are
by o means
over and India
may need new
strateghes o
deal with the
sttuation

to s cast

of the natton’s founding father, Sheikh Mujibur
Ralimiin, becoming tirgets of otous mobs, The
pasition of Mr. Yunus itself appears tenueus at
this stage, and it is uncertain how long the Ammy
would support the present arrangement.
Pressure from |m|h-|c:|L]m:m o hald early
elections is already evident, and if and when
elections are announced, it could shatter the
surface calm.

Areas of danger

The real concern s whether the ‘democracy
deficit’, which Sheikh Hasina helped perpetuate
o evercome political obstacles, can be offset
democratically, or whether it would lead o
another round of viokent events, A worrying
aspect s the Inereasing role of Islamist partles in
Bangladesh which, in recent years, has become a
potent force. An India intent on maintaining a
balance between religion and politics would find
the growing presence of radical Islamist entities a
potent danger,

What India can at present possibly bope for is
that the people of Bangladesh would continue to
remember India's role in the early 1970s, which
led tes thee ereatbon of an independent state of
Banplacesh. Also that any amd futire
governments would display the same degree of
warmth as the outgodng Sheikh Hasina regime.
While many in India have not forgoten the “dark
dlays" of the early 19708 — when India had to fight
awar with Pakistan on the one hand and cope
with a hostile LS. at another Jevel, intent on
detaching India from Russia - so as w bring
about the independence of East Pakistan (liter 1o
become Bangladesh), India can only hope that
similar sentiments still prevadl in Bangladesh,
notwithstanding the degree of hostility towards
Shefikh Hasina and the Awami League.

For its part, India must acknowledge, and be
wrateful for, the support extended by Bangladesh
over the years in dealing with militane groups
belonging 1o India's northeast, that had sought
sunetuary there and beeome o scourge for India's
security establishment. Under Sheikh Hasina
these militants could o longer find sanctuary in
Bangladesh, A prolonged period of uncertainty in
Banglacesh following recent developments could
weell result i the regrouping of, and revival of
militant activities in India by groups such as the
Unbted Liberation Front of Asom, the Mizo
Natbonal Front and the NSCN,

Mearwhile, the West, which generally views
events across the globe through the prism of
weo-politics, is already putting out the idea that
Bangladesh might well become the crucible for
the next phase of confliet between India and
Chira, Undoubstedly, both India and China have
Impaoriant stakes in Bangladesh. More recently,
Bangladesh has begun o make eertaln overtures
to China to accommodate its economic and

defence needs, [t ks quite possible thas with the
eclipse of Shelkh Haslna, the successor rejglme n
Bangladesh might well seek to stremgthen ity
China connection, even as Sheikh Hasina was
seen to be manifestly pro-India, All this is,
hovwever, in the realm of conjecture, and it miy
be too early to view Bangladesh through the
prism of gec-politics — China, India, the U.S, eral,

Compounding problems for India

For an India, wrestling with the problem of
having to deal with ditficult and uncertain
situations along much of its periphery, specially
tor the west and the northwest, the Bangladesh
developments could ot have come at a worse
time. In the east, it now confronts a Bangladesh
that appears set o shift from belng a fendly
nedghbour to o problem state. The vexed lssue of
the Rohingya Muslims, which needed an \-m‘lrI
solution, will, in all likelihood, be pat on the back
buarner for now,

Myanmar is currently controlled by a clutch of
generals (who are not above being enticed by
western military advisers), and while the generals
may not be overtly hostile to India ae present,
they do not see themselves as belng In step with
. Lurking in the background are agiln certaln
external forces - not only China and Pakistan
who are likely to fish in these troubled waters.
This could exert a pincer-type stranglebold on
Inalin’s ambition o achieve a peaceful and
prospercas South Asia,

Inclia may, hence, need o devise a new set of
strategies o deal with the emerging sinaatbon,
Orie myth thit has already been exploded s that
Irnlin hae lintle to fear from developments o its
st and south. Both reglons have today become
highly problematic, to sy the least, The threat
fram China alse looms larger than ever before if,
s bs beling anticipated, it could secure
beachhead in a post-Shelkh Hasina Bangladesh, A
shmultaneous strengthening of the China-Pakistan
axls would thereafler pose o threat of a Jdnd that
had not existed for several years, More than
anything else, it is the spectre of Islamist
ralicalizm that could well haunt the entire region

more so in Bangladesh at this time alongside
the threat of a possible link up between radical
Islamise el in Bangladesh, g
Thafland and Southeast Asia,

Theie troubles in Bangladesh are by no means
over. Vialent street protests ave usually a
precursor for events that seldom have a good
ending. The experience of other countries is that
students seldom achieve through protests what
they seck, This has been the recent experience in
Europe and elsewhere, Movements of this kind
tend to be usually taken over by forces inlmical to
demoeracy, Consequently, India faces a moral
and security dilemma in the wake of recent
events in Bangladesh,

tuted, should assert thelr role as i of
parlamentary authorlty and ihe enforcer of the
executive’s accountabdliy o the people,

One-man rule

Maduro must realise socialist rhetordc is
¢ support

v eneguela's disputed July 28 presidential

election and the subsequent crackdown

an the Opposition by the regime of Presi-
dlent Micolis Maduro have deepened the politieal
divisbons in the ofl-rieh country. Aceording to the
National Electoral Council, Mr. Maduro, Presi-
dent since 2003 upon the death of Hugo Chaves,
won 51%, while his main opponent Edmundo
Goneilez secured 43%. But the Opposition cliims
that the tally sheets issued by electronic voring
machines, suggested Mr, Gomadles's hands down
wictory. The Opposition claim was backed by the
U5, and other western countries, while Mz, Ma-
duro got confirmation of his vietory from his
hand-picked Supreme Court. Rejecting calls to
quit, bee has unbeashed the crackdown, At least 24
peophe have been kilked and 2,400 arrested in re-
lation to the protests since the results, according
to the Human Rights Watch. Last week, police
surrounded the Argentine embassy in Caracas
where some Opposiiion fgures had taken refuge,
Mr. Madure had already sicked Argentina's di-
plomatic misson after its President, Javier Milel,
supported M., Gonailez. Mr, Gonsilez, a retived
diplomat who faces charges for incitement of
proests left for Spain on September 7,

The election has not been falr from the begin-
ning. The Opposition’s orginal pick to counter
Mr, Maduro was Marla Corlna Machado, a former
lawmaker. After she was banned by the comp-
wroller-general, & Maduro ally, from holding pu-
blic office, Mr, Gomgiles was chosen liter, The
election process itsell was disputed, and three
weeks after the vote was held, the suthorities are
yet to release results by individual polling sta-
tloms, Mr. Gonzdbez's Hight could be o emporary
victory for Mr. Maduro, who has tghtened his
grip over every branch of the state, but his chal-
lenges are far from over, Venezueln, which s also
under U5, sanctions, has seen rapid economic
decline and a rise in extreme poverty, About 7.7
million people have fhed in recent years amid hy-
perinflation, economic contraction and scarcity
for food and medicine. M Maduro has also seen
growing regional pressure, with even beftwing
governments of Brazll, Chile and Colombla urg-
g hien to publish the full resulis. The tensions
between Venezuela and Bradl came out in the
open when the Maduro regime revoked Brasilia's
authorisation o manage and represent the Ar-
gentine embassy., With his legitimacy in question,
Mr. Maduro, grappling with a sanctions-hit, mis-
managed economy, a divided polity at home, and
growing lsolation abroad, s behaving Hke a dicta-
tor. He has turned Chaver's popular Bolivarian
project into a one-man rule with socialist rhetor:
e, This allows him to cling an to power, for now,
bt at a great cost to the people of Venezuela,
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Perils of decentralisation with Chinese characteristics

Prime Minkster urged States to compete with
each other to attract investors, In sharp
contrast, extreme subnational economic
competition seems wo have run jts course in
China, Here Is why decentralisation, once
celebrated gs o reasan for Ching's economic
miraehe, has turmed counter-productive.
Unililoe India, where city-level governments
account for less than 3% of ttal government
spending, o staggering 51% of government
spending in China happens at sub-provincial
levels, Local governments also hive a much
broader qualitative mandate, They are almose
vk Ihle It |

l n his Independence day speech this year, the

Insurance and pensions, subjeets Indiing
penerally associate with the national government,
Yet, China's extreme decentralisation does not
matke it a federal country, A key feature of a
federal system is that higherlevel governments
cannot extinguish the powers ghven o lowerlevel
governments, as the Constitution protects them.
Mo such provision exises in China's Party-state
system. Alber Deng Xiaoping's Southern Tour
caused local governments to go on a spending
spree, the central government severely and
immediately restricted their ability to rase
maney through the Tax-Sharing Reform of 1994,

Overcapacity Is structural
Local governments had w find a way out. Sinee
economic grewth was an important determinant
of local keaders' political prospects, they started
prioritising industrial construction over the
provision of public services, They offered
mdustrial land at deep discounts compared to
residential land in the hope that industrial
outputs woukl increase reglonal economic
growth and also beeome a source for future local
tax reveries, Local governments atracted
Investors with attractive land rights, Firms
aceepted the offer, churned out goods at low rates
bevause of cost advantages, and exported to the
world,

This Investrment-led model is structurally
prone to overcapacity. This model of competitive
sub-national growth ks akin to a car having two
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decentralisathon,
once celebraced

Must nede

mirache, has
turned counter-
productive

aceelerators and no brakes. The armangement
worked well tll the Hu Jintao period, The central
leachership set broad priorities and targets while
local governments experimented and competed.
The process of crossing the river while feeling the
stones created tremendous wealth, while also
generating steuctural overcapacity, wasteful
nvestment, and loss-makdng entities,

The overall trend remained net positive for
two reasons, First, the directives were broad
enough for local governments o try different
ways to achleve growth or reform goals, For
Instance, Guangdong interpreted the central goal
of economie opening by experimenting with
spectal economic zones, Other reglons were free
tis follow alternate models, Likewlse, the central
leacership | boeal i fons in the
huousing sector, rather than imposing a particular
solution, This policy innovation process was
locally d 1 and not mi d by the
centre,

Second, a salubrious geopolitical climate was
cructal, Forelgn markets were willing and alsle to
absorb China's everdnereasing eapacity. China’
steel sector's expansion is a case in point, Starting
from the turm of the millennium, within six years,
China went from being a net steel importer to the
largest steel manufscturer and a net exporter, By
the beginning of the 2010s, tackling overcapacity
In the steel sector hiad become a prominent
policy objective. While many Chinese compantes
Filbsd ailong thie way, several rode this wive,
generating tremendous value for employees and
the government.

The car encounters a slo)
However, this model began to reach a tipping
point around the time X linping came to power,
Researchers at the Nattonal Development and
Reform Commilssion (NDRC) in 2004 estimated
that hadf of all investrent: between 2008 and
2003 was "ineffective”, amounting to s waste of
rwearky $6.9 trillion. Mr. Xi's solution to this
predicament was to strengthen central control
and establish tratfic lights to divect state and
private capltal in desirable domains,

Since then, central directives have become

marrower, The desire for self-sufficiency has
further resulted in them focusing on specific
product lines. For example, the drive to localise
the entire supply chaln for sembconductors s
divorced from market-based demand and the
comparative advantages of the Chinese Indusery,
Thi "Big Fund” began in 2004 intending e butld
a sellsufficient semiconductor indusiey. Deawing
o this, many bocal governments indiscriminately
poured money Into chip-making firms, Ten years
ater, China has not mastered the production of
advanced chips, Nevertheless, many firms
| to il Joeal g for funding,
The Economist reports that 30% of all industrial
firms were making losses at the end of June 2024,
beating the provieus worst performance during
the Asian financial crisis in the ke 1990s,
Another reason is that other governments now
see China's overcapacity as a nathonal security
threat, This is evident in the geopolitical
wrangling underway over tech-enabled Chinese
products swch as electrie vehicles and telecom
equipment, Moreover, China’s bad international
eonduct his sameerbated the negathve
perceptions of Chinese products and
investments.

sh, ings in the BRI approach
Mr. X1 planned to substitute western markets with
nereasing domestic demand and find new
nternational markets through the Belt and Road
Inibthativie (BRIL Inereasing domestic demand has
ot worked out because this is unfamiliar
territory for a structure obsessed with supply-side
stimul, The BRIapproach has not worked
because the participating countries are not
economically strong enough to generate huge
demand.

In short, overcapacity and export orlentation
are baked into Chinese-style decentralisathon.
This model has now reached fes limits due o
China's arrogant approach to international
relations and its drive towards selfreliance,
Though we might see a jump in exports for some
sectors, China faces an economic decline it it
dhoes not transform fts politieal and economic
relations with the world's major countries,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Unrest in Manipur failure in protecting the lives due to thase pubilic connect is friendly musk be within India, He is could be playing a global
Ower the past year, Manipur | lives and the properties of community clashes. fram the perspective of now the Leader of the rede in mediating peace
has experienced turmail, citizans. The situation now Gaddam Yeshwanth, India as a whole. But Opposition and must between Russia and
with multiple Instances of has some resemnblance with | Hyderabad criticising the government carefully calibrate his Ukraine [September 11},

clashes batween
communities. The situation
has row ascalated to a
point where students are
demanding the removal of
top public sarvants for thair

the unrest being

experienced in Bangladesh. | U8,
The current government
must focus on the issues in
Manipur. We have already
witnessed the tragic loss of

in a fereign land, or

speeches while outside.

The “feur-peint principle’

speach wnfurling a political agenda Kirtl Wadhawan, moated by India must
The Leader of the does undermine the Hoaipir sueceed and ensure peace
Opposition paying avisitto | government. Rahul Gandhi's and tranguillity,
the United States is fine up criticism of the government | Peace and an Indian role Mani Nataraajan,
to the point where his is totally acceptable but this | 1t is good tidings that India Chennal
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Indias sickle cell challenge

ast year, Prime Mindster
Narendra Modi launched
the Matbonal Sickle Cell

Anaemia Elimination
Mission to eliminate sickle cell
disense as u public health problem
by 2047, from Shahdol, Madbya

€

Among other efforts, a large-scale
sereenng programme is underway
ratiorwide, Hydrosyures, o vital
medicine for treating sickle cell
disease, been included in the
essentinl mediclnes list; this has
Increased acoess w it While

Praclesh, Mr. Modi has seen this Naldyanathan measures such as these will help
debilitating condition fram elose Rohini detect and reat siekle cell disense,
quairters during his term as Chief Partrr, Alstonia there are still many challenges,
Minister of Gujarat, where sickle Imnut.la global Our estimites suggest that only
cell disease is a major public public health 1A%, of the people atfected by
health comeern. In this article, we censulting frm siekbe cell disease in India are
highlight the many opportunities recelving consistent treatment.
o build on this momentum, This is because patients drop out
at all stages of treatment: while

Challenges in India wenting screened for the disease,
With over a million people while getting diagnosed, while
affected with sickle cell disease, starting treatment, and while
India bears the world's second Gawtam Dongre trying to adhere to treatment,
largest burden of this conditon. A The largest drops occur at the
mifority of the patbents are iﬁf:::’:r“;:ﬂ“aj: dignests and trestment
concentrated in the tribal belt Crgabustions wd adberence stages. Getting a
running across Oclish, Jharkhand, | goard member of correct dingnosis is o challenge as
Chbuttisgarh, Madbya Pradesh, Globiol Alance of rany people hesitite o seek
and Maharashira. Siekle Coll Disease support due to the stigma

Slekle cell disease | d by Qg fted with the condition,

genetle abnormality: if both
parents carry the sickle eell erait,
the child has significant chances of
belng born with the disease, While
healthy individuals have
disc-shaped red blood cells, those
with sickle cell disease have red
blood cells thnt take on g crescent
or sicklelike shape. The lifespan
af these patients ks significantly
shortened (to about 40 years) and
thedr qualicy of life is curtailed due
10 the range of health
cormplications cased by sickle
cells, inchuding sickle cell
anaemia, recurrent infections,
pain, swelling, and damage 1o vital
organs. In addition o health
Issues, patients also suffer from
the social stigma that Is avached
1o this disease, They can
sometimes be deemed "genetically
inferior® and ostracised, Some of
thiem are told that this disease is
“Gaod's curse”, [n some areas, the
condition is attributed o "black
mmge”, Duse o the hereditary
nature of sickle cell disease,
patkents also face diminished
marital and soclal prospects.

With the launch of the Mission
i 2023, the Central government's
attentbon tw the disease Is high,

With over a
million people
allected with
slekle cell

winld's second
largest burden
ol this condition

They often consult traditional
healers, who frecquently
milschiagnose the condition, While
the public system has a stronger
dhingnostie eapacity for sickle cell
chisense, there is a historic mistrust
of it in eribal areas. As u result, few
patients get testied,

The second big drop ks around
treatment adherence, No
perminient cure is avallible for
slekbe cell disease, Ongalng
research in gene therapy is
pramialng, but will be
unatfordable for most of the
affected population even when it
becomes avallable, At present,
relatively inexpensive drugs such
as hydroxyurea are effective for
mast patlents IF pdministered with
thee right dosage and frequency.
However, there is seldom a regular
and convenbent supply of
medicines, along with sdherence
support (such as that provided o
TH patients), Key medicines
sommetimes go out of stock,
Patients have also said that they
need 1o trvel kong distances to
plck up thelr medicines, In a State
In central Incia, a healtheare
professional noted that patients
travel for more than 200

kilometres to seek treatment,
Further, coverage of several
vaceinations, which reduce the
Trequency of infections and
Improve the quality of life for
puthents, remains poor,

The way ahead

Thie Misslesn can build on its inktial
successes by tackling some of
these challenges, First, itis
Important o reduce the stigma
rekated to the disease and build
trust in public health institutions,
Aweareness should be ralsed
through targeted media
campalgns to bust specific myths
(which vary by reglon and tribe).
For this, Indin could draw from s
experience in tackling polic and
HIV, With reduced stigma, the
chumees of sickle eell trait earrlers
concealing thelr carrier status may
also recuee, which would in turn
lead to fewer women giving birth
o children with the condition,

Second, given that cases are
olten missed and diagnosls
delayed, there could be increasing
sereening for newborns. This
strategy s low-cost with a high

<ol aned woukd especially be
effective in areas where the
condition is endemie,

Third, drugs as well ag
adherence support must be
avadlanble close to patients, in the
nearest health and wellness
centres, For complications,
interdisciplinary centres of
excellence m the district/division
levels should be made operational,

Fourth, ensuring that all known
pathents recelve approved vaceines
will b erucialy this may require
catch-up vaccination progriummes.

Fifth, health in tribal areas
shoald be operationally
stremgthened by Bctoring in
conditions unlgue o these areas,
Hesaltheare should also be
adequately funded,

Finally, research shoukd be
eonducted to better understand
thee disense and is pathways in
Inelia, and o develop new
treatments, Philanthroplsts and
members of eivil soclety must play
acatalytic role, and work with the
Central and State governments,

STATE OF PLAY

S 0
serih nanhehind g in

the end of the decade-long
rule of the Bharat Rashira
Samitl (BRS), corruption was
Identified as a4 source of dsen-
chantment among voters. A
CSDS Loknit post-poll stedy
Indicated that cormuption hasd
emerged a5 @ prominent
source of dissatisfaction, Re-
cognising this, the Congress
povernment has shown that it
Is willing to act agadnst it.

First, the Telangana Drugs
Control Administration con-
ducted  mids  on medical
stores, manufacturing firms,
and practitioners of fake med-
fcine. The inspections showed
fake medicines as well as the
channels through which they
are coming into the State. The
department released a steady
stream of information abet
the malpractices and high-
lighted how these medicines
andl practitioners pose thres
e health, The government
shut  down  factories  and
charged practitioners under
relevant sections of the kiw,

Then, teams of the Com:
missboner of Food Safety start-
ed visiting restaurants, cafes,
hostels, and cloud kitchens,
The outcomes of the nspec
tions were shared on social
media with the names of well-
known restaurants and their
shartcomings.

Until now, these two de
partments had been accused
of not doing thelr job or look-
Ing the other way. By cleaning
up two key Industries where
trust Is parameount, they have

The Anti-Corruption  Bu-
reau, which is tasked with
checking graft in the official
machinery, also began nab-
bing officials who were aking
bribes. The previows BRES go-
vernment had 4 business-
friendly air about it. The TS
IPASS (Telangana State Indus-
triul Praject Approval and Self-
Certification System) assured
time-bound  clearances
projects, falling which they
weere deemed 1o be approved,
The TGHPASS  (Telangana
Budlding Permission Approval
angl Self-Certification System)
provided instant approval for
residential plots )
scpunre yards and bulldings up
o 7 metres in height. The ap-
provals came thick and fast,
anl eorruption enept in.

Ak result of the Anti-Cer-
ruption Bureau's efforts, a bu-
reauerat who had assets of
maore than 100 crore was
mabbed in January, Another
was caught with 16 crore, An
additional collector of Ranga-
reddy district was caaght tak-
Ing a bribe of T8 lakh, The m-
piet of the photos of eash on
sockal media has helped shape
the positive narrative about
thi government.

In July, the Revanth Reddy
povernment constituted the
Hyderabad Disaster Response
angl Asset Protection Agency
Armed  with a
broud range of powers from
demolitions on - government
Land 1o reliel and rescue oper-
atlens, the organisation quick-

(HYDRAN).

The multi-agency war against corruption

Iy started using earthmovers
o level encroachment on lake
bedds and buffer zones. It de-
maolished a 30,000 sq ft con.
ventlon hall that is partly

Telangana owned by Telugu actor, Akki-
hiere s o perception in e Nagarjuna, in the upseale
Telangana  that  the Madhapur area. HYDRAA offi-
Congress government clals said that the hall was

Is doing its best to stamp out built in the buffer zone of o
earruption, Lake and proved B with u 2014

In the aftermath of the 2023 map showing the encroach-
Assembly elections that saw | created a shift in perception. ment. They also razed proper-

ties belonging to a Congress
leader, a Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty leader, and leaders of the
Al Inckia Majls Tehacul-e.
Muslimeen, Some of these
leaders were detained for a
short while while the demoli-
tions were carried out,

Of these four agencles in-
wvilkved in the fight sgainst cor.
ruption, three are headed by
Incian Police Service officers
il one by an Indlan Adminis.
trative Service officer, While
political parties and other sta-
keholders are searching for
“an agenda” for this multi
agency, multipronged attack
on corruption, the people are
hippy. Property owners and
prospective buyers who did
not think twice about the loca-
thon are now clrcumspect. Go-
vernment officials who be-
lieved that everything was
Isuisdvess-ns-usienl are equally
Buarded as some of them have
been booked in criminal cases
for malfeasance,

The government's indtia:
tive, which affects people
wcross partles and industries
in Telangana, is & welcome
change, especially since the
fight agalnst graft in India gen-
erally looks like a politdeal
witch-hunt, orchestrited for a
select audience with a stated
oiiteame. Thi hope i that this
will become the norm and
there s no agenda. But the
question is: will the specire of
corruption go awaxy  while
stodgy  paperwork  remains
the norm In bureaucracy?

for
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India’s increasing competitiveness at the Chess Olympiad

The current team in the Oy

| DATA POINT |

Srinivisan Rumani
Vignesh Rudhakrishnan

5 the 45th Chess Olymplad
A is belng held in Budapest,

we look at historical per
formances in the Open section of
the most prestiglous event of wam
chess, India has been participating
in the biennial event since 1956
ancl has played in every Olymplad
since 1980, The Olympiad was
dominated by the erstwhile Soviet
Union, which won 18 gold medals.
Russin and the U8, have won six
peld medaly each, while Indin has
pot two bronze medals, in 2004
and 2022 (Table 1).

I Budapest, India's team eom-
prising Grandmasters Arjun Eri
galsl, D, Gukesh, R, Praggnanand-
han, Vidit  Gujrathi, and N
Harikrishna is the strongest one
ever fielded by the country (Table
2). The average ELO rating for In-
i (2753 b Just four polnts behind
the LLS., rated the No. 1 eam,

This squact also boasts the high-
est starting ELO rating for an In-
dian tewm. In 2018, the squad had
an average of 2724 (Chart 3),

0. Gukesh won an individual
gedd in 2022, scoring 8 points in 11
pames for a points per game (ppg)
seore of 082, Among all the
players who played a substantive
number, the Soviet great, Milchail
Tal, remains the best performer
with O.81 ppg in 101 games, fol
lowed by former world champion
Anatoly Karpov (Table 4},

For India, GM Krishnan Sasiki-
ran has been a warhorse, scoring
(.62 polnts per game In 113 games,
while talismun V. Anand plived 87
pames (0,66 ppg) (Chart 5). Rafig
Khan scored 0,69 ppg in 29 gunes
anc won India's first medal, a sil-
ver, in the Malta Olymplad in 1980,

In terms of performance ELO
rating that captures the level of
competition, Vidit Gujrathi leads
with 2698.7 ELO points among In-
dians who played at least 30 games
i the Olymplad (Chart 6).

o

The gathering Indian storm

Data for Chess Olymplads wene sourced from alsmpbase.ong

Tubla 1 Historical parfarmance in the Chiss Olymplad [0pen)

1 | SovietUnlon | 18 | 1 o 19
2 [us [T o] s [ =
3 Fussln [ 3 3 1 12
4 | Hungary 3 1 2 12
5 Armaris 1 1 3 | 7
L] Ukralna 2 2 3 | T
A
20 | India " 0 1 | 2

Table 2: Average ELO ratings for teams in the Open section in
the Buclapest Olymplad being held currently

us. T
Inlia [ am
Chima il
Usbekistan | 2090
Netheriands 2002
Wowwy | am
Garmany 2667
England 2065
Hungary 2663
Iran 2655

Chart 3: 1 ndia's performance in Chess Olymiplads since 1980
(starting ELO rating n left axis B, final position in fight s )

Teaflq rhar won Indle's first
mecdil, B #lhve, I the Malta
Olympiled in 1880

Talsla 4: Bast Indlvidual perdormars scroas Olymiplacs |Dpan]

Chart 5 Indians who played in the Dpen section in Chess
Olymplads (points per game: ppi versus games played)

Gukegh |

=1 hrjun Eigalsi, Nibal
arln, Ahimanyu
e Ik

+ feafiq Khan

Chark & Indlans at the Chess Olymplad [performance ELO ratings

versis games played) in the Open section
Gulesh
-

1 Milkhad Tal (ussa) 101 0,81
2 | Antaly Warpow (Aussis) [} 0.80
3 | Tigran Patrailan [PS5R) 120 0,60
4 |sane Kaghdan (L.5.) b ] 0,80
5 | Vaslly Smyslov (US5R) 113 0,83
& | Duvid Bronstein (USSR) 40 0.80
T | Garry Kasparcy (Russia} b2 0.7%
& | Ahleihime {France) T2 0.7
8§ | Mutulovid (igostavial ™ 077
10 | Pl Keros (Estona) 141 0.7

Viswanathan Anand
W Sadlharain

Gllrul_ played -
L] 0o

10

K Sasllaran

s ey A Ergal, Nl
28004 . “ Sarln, Pragg
" i P Harlkrishra
. | . .
. o Viswanathan Anand |
- -
" Ay ELD: 2500
. " 4
i fE’e |  Games played ——
a n 40 B0 B 100 120

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 1%, 1974

Bhutto cites Sikkim to get
US. arms aid

Washington, Sept. 11; Prime Minkster Bhutto of
Pakistan apparently intends to cite Indin's
“annexation” of Sikkim as yet another argument
to persuade the United Sttes o resume arms
supplies to Pakistan, lifting the existing LLS, ban,
Incan interview given o the New Delhi
correspondent of the Washington Post, Mr,
Blusteos has sabd that by “swallowlng up® Sikkim,
India has given new credibility 1o Pakistan's
demands for U5, miliary assistance, He has
indicated that the arms ajd issue would be raised
when the Secretary of State, Dr, Henry Kissinger,
wisits Islamabad Late next month in the course of
his tour of capitals In the subcontinent,

Thee Pest corvespondent writes that though
Dr. Kissinger and other senjor U.S, officlals hive
disagreed with Mr. Bhutto's contentlon that the
LS, has a commitment to rearm Pakistan (as a
Fellow her of CENTO) “knowledgeabl
sowrces™ have wdd him thae Mr, Bhutto's appeals
For LLS. arms are getiing “serlous consideration”
in Washington, (This runs contrary to the
assurances reportedly recebved by the Indian
Ambassador here from Dr, Kissinger in recent
conversations, o the effect that the LS, has no
intention of getting involved in an arms race in
the sub-continent),

Mr. Bhutto, who ever since May has been
trying to wuse Indin's explosion of an
underground nuclear device as an excuse 1o
extract arms from the US,, told his Amerlean
interviewer: “Kissinger ought to consider Sikkim
when he comes here, But this must be
something he does on his own. | ean't keep
telling him what India’s intentions are, showing
him the maps, We stand vindieated by our
analysis. Hall of our country ks gone, Hall of
Kashmir is gone. They (Indiay marched into Goa,
Thl.'r Tavve gone muclear, And now they have
swallowed up Slkkim "

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPT. 12, 1924
Rains in East Rajputana

Bombuy, Sept, 11 A communique from the
General Traffic Manager, BB, and C.1, Raibway
Bombay, states; - In consequence of the recent
heavy raln in East Rajputana, the BB, and C.1,
Rallway between Bayana and Pingora on the
Nagada-Muttra section and between Bandilud
and Bharatpur on the metre gauge section has
been considerably ravaged by floods.

] [
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The concession on bus  Anti-war protesters

fares for PWDs and

who clased with the

Magnitude of the

The expansion in

earthquake recorded

India’s consumption

unprotected

In per cent. Accarding to an
40 analysis by the nonprafit

Amazon Conservation, the
Arnazon rainferest most critical to curbing
climate change has nat been granted

special government protection. reuress

BPL women in Sikkim

police in Melbourne

in parts of Pakistan

loan portfolio

In per cent. On
l 0 0 wednesday, the Sikkim
government annauneed
a 100% concession on bus fares for
persons with aver 40% disability and

warmen in the BPL category. e

1,200

Melbourne cutside the military convention
that brimgs together arms industry figures
from Australia, U.S., Asla and Europe. ar

Protesters
clashed with
police in

The earthguake originated at
5 7 12:38 per Pakistan Standand
b Time (PST) and was felt in
seweral parts of the Khyber Pakhiunkhwa
and Punjab provinces, including the

country’s capital islamabad. e

In per cent. According to the
15 latest credit bureau report, the

country's canaumption loan
portfalio grew to 790.3 lakh crore as of
March 2024. #n
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Tackling right-wing resurgence in Germany

The victories registered in Thuringia and Saxony by the
collaboration with the party, especially when the gover:

WORLD INSIGHT

Garimella Subramaniam

he far-right Alternative for

Germany (AfD) and the farleft

Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance

(BSW) have massively upended
mainstream politics in two German
regional elections on September 1. The
AMDY's victory in the stronghold state of
Thuringia marks the first time in the
couniry's post-war history that a radical
right-wing party has come within
touching distance of forming a
government in a region. Similarly, in the
regional paolls in neighbouring Saxony,
the AfD, sections of which Germany's
domestic intelligence agency has
designated as extremist, stood a close
second behind the centre-right Christian
Democratic Union (CDU).

The recent surge follows a watershed
moment last vear, when it registered a
significant presence in western Germany
in the legislative elections in Bavaria and
Hesse, as the three parties in the German
chancellor Olaf Scholz’s ruling coalition
suffered a drubbing. Additionally, the
BSW, launched in January, overtook all
the constituents in the federal coalition in
both regions. The AfD and BSW's inroads
has come just a year before Germany's
autumn 2025 elections.

Towards either extreme

Polling cver 30% of the votes both in
Thuringia and Saxony, the AfD has
capitalised the mast on the internecine
squabbling within chancellor Schaolz's
coalition, extreme xenophobia and
disapproval of German arms supplies to
Ukraine, The scars from the s of

energy. The potential burden on
households from the measure sparked
intense outrage, forcing the government
to water down the begislation. The
controversy, moreover, exposed deep
divisions in the ruling coalition between
the Greens, who spearheaded the
environment-friendly shift, and the Free
Democratic Party (FDF).

Right-wing resurgence and response
Bjorn Hocke is the AfD's polarising
ethne leader from Thuringia

transition following German reunification
in the 19905 also appear to weigh heavily
om voters in the eastern regions.

The political tide turned particularly
hostile when the federal government last
vear sought to ban gas and oil-fired
boilers from 2024 to replace them with
heat pumps powered by renewable

who almost single-handedly moulded the
AFD to an irretrievably ulra-nationalist
hard-right movement. The former school
teacher earned notoriety for his infamous
denunciation in 2007 of Berlin's Holocawst
Memorial to the Jews as a “monument of
shame,” calling for a "i80 degree
turnaround” in the country’s attitude to

Mew rise: Participants gather to demonstrate against the ATD in Weimar, Germany, on September 2. &p

its Nazi past. Undeterred by fines imposed
by two courts, Mr. Hocke continues w
spout banned Mazi era slogans in his
speeches. He has drawn fresh
ammunition from the refugee influx from
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which was
well in excess of the one million inflows
from the Syrian conflict in 2015, Mr.
Hocke is one of the architects of the

party's aggressive push for the
repatriation of migrants, a euphemism for
the mass deportation of German nationals
with immigrant roots.

Ewven though Mr. Scholz has warned
mainstream parties against forging
alliances with the AMD, his own governing
coalition is fighting speculation that it
might break up and trigger snap
parliamentary elections. While the main
opposition COU aims to exploit the slump
in the popularity of the ruling coalition in

tthe 2025 general elections, its leader
Friedrich Merz has so far proved
ineffective in realising his pledge to halve
the poll ratings of the AfD. The Failure
may have something to do with the CDU's
wontroversial approach, in its new
programme adopted in May, to return the
party to its old conservative principles.
The new programme requires immigrants
to sign on to the country’s dominant

culture and knowledge of German history,

lbesides recognising lsrael’s right to exist.
Most controversial of them all is a plan o
discourage refugees from seeking asylum
in Germany, by transferring applicants to
“safe” third countries.

Mr. Merz has been explicit that
Germany could emulate the UK s
controversial policy to deport asylum
seekers to Rwanda.

The way forward

The victory in Thuringia could prove the
liggest test yet to the mainstream parties'
notional firewall to preclude any
eollaboration with the AfD.

Sahra Wagenknecht, the BSW leader,
thas emerged kingmaker following the
CDU's invitation to explore 3 coalition in
Thuringia. While such a deal seems the
wonly realistic option to isolate the AfD in
the state, there are dlear indications that
talks are headed for a hard bargain, For a
start, there are rumblings within both the
DU and BSW against working with an
arch ideological opponent.

Some of the terms Ms. Wagenknecht
thas placed for discussion fall outside the
purview of the regions. She has for
instance insisted that her party’s support
for a government would be conditional
upon the cancellation of plans Chancellor
Schulz and US, President Joe Biden have
finalised with respect to stationing
medium-range missiles in Germany. Her
wther condition, to the discomfort of
many in the CDU who regard her as an
apodogist for Russian President Viadimir
Putin, is to explore a diplomatic
resolution to the conlict in Ukraine,

The writer is Direcror, Strategic
Initiatives, AgnoShin Technologies.

right AMD could prove the biggest test vet to the mainstream parties’ notional firewall to preclude any
g coalition is fighting speculation that it might break up and wrigger snap parliamentary election
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leader from Thuringia who
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irretrievably witra-nationalist
hard-right movement.
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Sahra Wagenkrecht, the BSW
leader, has emerged
lingmaker following the COU's
invitation to explore a coalition
in Thuringia.

Why did Brazil’s Supreme
Court suspend X?

Why have Justice Alexandre de Moraes and Elon Musk been involved in a public dispute about X?

G. Sampath

The story so far:
razil's Supreme Court on
August 30 ordered the
“immediate, complete and
total suspension of X's
operations” in the country. Justice
Alexandre de Moraes took the decision
after ¥ failed to appoint a legal
representative in Brazl within the
stipulated time. Mr. Moraes also ordered
that anyone found accessing X using a
VPN {Virtual Private Network) would have
to pay a fine of 50,000 reals per day.

What is the background?

For nearly two years, Mr. Moraes has
been probing what he calls "digital
militias" — far-right groups and backers of

EBrazil's erstwhile President Jair Bolsonare,

When Mr. Bolsonaro lost the 2022
elections, these groups used X and other
platforms to cast doubt on the integrity of
the elections and incite violence, leading
toy the January 8, 2023 riots in the capital

3 »

Brasilia when Bolsonaro's supporters
attacked federal buildings, including the
Supreme Court, with the aim of triggering
amilitary coup. The Court viewed this as
a direct attack on Brazilian democracy
and asked Mr. Moraes to investigate it. As
his probe progressed, Mr. Moraes ordered
X to suspend scores of accounts for
spreading disinformation and hand over
information about them, including [P
addresses, to aid in prosecution.

What was X's response?

Elon Musk, the billionaire owner of ¥,
refused to comply with Mr. Moraes's
demands, and even said that accounts
suspended earlier would be reactivated.
In April, Mr. Moraes responded by
bringing Mr. Musk under the purview of
his imvestigation, triggering a public arm
wrestle with the billionaire tycoon.

X also claimed that Mr. Moraes had
threatened its legal representative in
Brazil with arrest and ordered a daily fine
of 20,000 reals ($3,580) for
nan-complisnce. On August 17, Musk

announced on X that rather than comply
with the judicial orders, he had decided
"y close our operation in Brazil, effective
immediately.” While X's offices were shut
down, its services remained available in
the country. In the face of X's continued
defiance, and as the fines remained
unpaid, Mr. Moraes gave an ultimaum of
24 hours for X to appoint a legal
representative — a requirement for any
company operating in Brazil. X ignored
this demand, and once the deadline
passed, Mr. Moraes ordered suspension of
X until all court orders are complied.

‘What are the implications?
The refusal by X, a foreign company in
Brazil, to obey local laws have raised

under investigations for promoting
incendiary far-right disinformation.
Analysts have pointed out the Brazilian
«case is more complicated by the fact that
¥'s owner, Elon Musk, has not only
aligned himself with cne political faction
and politician, Mr. Bolsonaro, but has also
lbeen posting vituperative remarks against
wane of the country’s top judicial officers.

Within Brazil, one stream of thought,
especially on the right, considers Mr.
Moraes’ orders as an instance of judicial
woverreach. Others have acknowledged
that his actions stem from a broad
interpretation of judicial powers rather
tthan specific legal provisions. But they
believe that his draconian measures were
required at a time when other instinutions
‘have failed to counter the serious attacks
on Brazilian democracy.

How has the order panned out so far?
Starlink, another Musk-owned company
that provides satellite internet service in
large parts of Brazil, inidally refused to
lhlock X, but caved in subsequently after
tthe Supreme Court ordered its bank
accounts to be frozen. Clearing the air on
whether the han was an individualistic act
of ome radical judge, five justices of the
Court have voted to endorse the

important ahout reg) ¥
sovereignty, the right mechanisms for
curbing disinformation, free speech rights
versus censorship, and cross er
internet governance. It has also flagged
how social media can be weaponised for
political purposes — with earlier Facebook
in the ULS., and now X in Brazil coming

lban. As for ordinary Brazilians, a grear
number of them migrated to Bluesky,
which claimed that it had gained 2.6
million new users within five days of X
going offline, Most users and analysts,
however, consider the fine of 50,000
ressing X via VPN excessive.
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Pakoistan's farmer President Penves Mushamral with AG. Nooranl.

A.G. Noorani’s books are testimony to his
eclectic interests in politics and history

The constitutionalist and scholar wrote with equal relish on the Constitution as he did on Kashimir, or the Babri Masjicl, Iskam, the RSS and Savarkar:

Brave, fair and fearless, Noc

Ziva Us Salam

e demanded patience, tons of
it, from his readers, He asked
ton, of elementary
understanding of
contemporary polities. And maybe a
noddding acquaintance with history, But
whenever you read ALG. Noorani, you
were enriched — the suthor's rare ability
o sift through seemingly endless piles of
papers and reams of documents to eraft
an unbeatable angument left you in
absolute awe. ling Noorani was
seddom a joy; it always was an education.
His 16 books, and thausands of
newspaper columns, dating back o the
earky 19608 and up to 2002, were 3
masterclass in understatement, He wrote
lomg essays and books running into
hundreds of pages. Yer, what was always
critical was not what he said, but what he
left unsabd, The best of Noorand, and
wits among the very best in his stre
ot in the lines he weate, but between the
lines., Add to that his eye for detail which
would have made an architect prowd, and
patience which would not have been
amdss with a jeweller, and you get a
onge-n-a-gene r.nlurlmka answerkng

thi eolossiss who breathed his last

recently.

Unmasking Incia

a min who wrote with equal relish on
r s he didd on Ayodhya, or Bhagat
hand the Constitution, an Islam as

n, lay

impossible to say where exactly lay his
strength, Was e a constitutional expert
wha stood up for the Fundamental Rights
of our citizens, a scholar of history who
ripped apart many assumptions about
Bhugat Singh and Savarkar, and indeed
absout the Babrl Masjid-Ramjanmabboomi
imbroglio? Or was he at his best when it
emme to unmasking the Rashirlya
Swayamsevik Sangh (RSS
nongevernmental body with
self proclaimed non-polideal asplrations
but one which has exercised unseemly
control over at beast o couple of Prime
Ministers? Talking of the RSS, Noorani left
mothing to the imagination in his book,
The RS5: A Menace to ndio, With no
elaims to euphemisms, the book
announced, “Indi s battling for s very
sonil, The RSS is the most powerful
arganisation in India today; complete
with a private army of it ow
unguestionably abeying fis leader whe
functions on Eascist lines on the Fuehrer
prinetple... The RSS s at war with India's
past, It belitthes three of the greatest
buildders of the Indian state - Ashoka, the
Buddiist; Akbar, the Mushm; and Nehra,
ach ml Enlightened Hindu.” The words
had a rimg of forecast to bt, as the B)P's
attempts to belitthe Akbar's
aceomplishments and thelr constant
mocking of Nehiru have proved,

Berave, fair and fearbess, Noorani said
what needed to be sal hout
equivocation. For insi take his views
an the Akhil Bharathya Vidyarthi Parishad
CABVE) and the Vishva Hindu Parishacd
(VHPH i the same ook, On the ABVE, he

i sabd what needed o be said, without equivocation

werote, "In 2007, the ABVI had o young
A9year-old Sunil Ambedlar as js

i thie ABVE, the VHD, Bajrang Dal
ull independent of the BIP. To bridle
the BJP, the VHI hurls abuses at it driving
the B to seek Nagpur's protection, That
he B beging to adhere o
Hee talked about the BIP and
the BSS in greater detail and with equal
felicity in The RSS and the BIP: A Division
of Labour,

As for the VHP, he wrote, “The VHP cut
its teeth on the anti-cow slaughter
moverment in New Delhi in 15966 on the
eve of the 1967 general election. In April
1984 it declared for the first tme s
resobve to “liberate’ the birthplace of Ram
at Ayodhya” By the way, 1984 was also an
election year as was 1989 when the
Congress government allowed it to
conduct shilanyas,

Unsparing to none

I Nesarani was relenthess in his eriticlsm
of the Hinditva polities, he did not spare
the Congress either. In his painstakingly
researched twosalume exercise, The
Batwd Magfld Quiestion, he pasked the
party by highlighting how the socilis
lesacder Acharya Narendra Deva was
presented as a lesser” Hindu by the
Congress, much the same wiy some B
leacders seek to do to the Congress today,
MNoorani weote, “In his speeches Gobind
Ballabh Pant repeatedly declared that
Marendra Deva does not believe in Lord
Ramachandra and does not wear the
chhot, or tuft of hair, worn by all devout
Hindus" Pandit Pant, wrate Noorand, had

The RSS

L]

AGNoorani

played polities with the Ayodhya issue
back in 1948 itself. Not much changed
even in the 19805 as, Noorand felt that
Rajiv Gandhi was amenable to pressure,
and that afver a hue and ery, “he is known
o renege his stand "

The Kashmir question
From the BIP and the Congress to
I‘ur CiNICTAL, Noarani's irt isited t hun

mlml
ngh, the city
who cist a Nelson's eye to the
smuggling of the idols of Ram, Lakshman
and Sita nsdde the Babel Masfid on the
night of December 2223, 1
MNoerani brought much the same
acurmen in understanding the knoty
affairs of Kashmir, In his lindmark work,
rhr Kershimle Dispute 19472002, he talled
not just of the intricate web of history of
the long-festering lssue, be opened a
winglow to the discontent in the State,
and exposed those behing it Agaln, he
pliyed no favourites, In Article 370: A
Constitutional History of fammu and
Kashmir, which came almost a decade
before the Modi government annulled the
Article, b wrote about the systematic
dilution of the special status accorded to
thiie erstwhile State through the years,
Every book of Noorani is a treasure,
Litthe wender then that in The Muslime of
India: A Documentary Record, noted
historian Mushirul Hasan commented on
the writings as something
owned...not borrowed.” One could suy
the same about all the works of Noorani,

“should be
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Diacritical marks are uncommon in the English language but for many others that use
the Latin alphabet, the marks help maintain the intended pronunciation

Vasudevan Mukunth

9

QUESTION 1

These twe dlacritical marks are
mirres images af each ather, One
I called the ogonek. What's the
ather called? In Spanish, it means
“litthe 2 You usually find this
mark used in o waord that means
the face of & structure, sometimes

o grave, and caren are three
typs of diseritical marks
belonging to & larger group called
Fillin the blank with &

word that had (s orlgins in the
fact that the three types were
historically used to denate
cantrasting pliches when
proncuncing o werd
™

K

[

QUESTION 3

The afficlal language of the smallest reglan of
Finland i4 Swedish. Its capltal i named for the
Empress Marla Mexandrowna of Russia, Mame
thee dacritical mark that appears cn the first
Visttier af this reglan's name.

[N

QUESTION &

The use of this discritical mark denotes a long
wowil in many languages = from French to
Jopanese letters corvertid to the Latin
alphabet in the Nibhon-shikl system. Butin
stathatics, this symbal aves & varlable Indicates
the varkable's value & an estimate. Name the
miark,

[

QUESTION S

This country s located off Central Alrica, near
the equator, and Is an archipelags with twe
maln lslands. The country's name Includes
diacritical marks but the UN spells it on
accadlan withaut the marks, Name the country,

LY

Visual question:

There are two countries whose names the UN spells with
discritical marks, One s Tl rhiye, Name the ather, whose territery
Is wisitsle {ln grisen) on this . MasTsaaes iy a0

Questions and Anawers o the previous
day's dably quiz: 1. On the morming of
September 11, 19 terrarists hjacked these
ey commercial alrliners. Ans: Four

Ans: The fourth plane crashed In rural
Penngylvania

A The terem Tor the global coumertermorst
millltary comgalgn nitiated by the U.S
following the September 11 attacke. Ans:
Global War on Terrorism/ War of Tervor
& The U.S. imvoked this article of the NATO
to coll upen allles to fight Al-Qaeda. Ans:
Article 5; the U.S. has only Invoked it
once to date

5. The site which s tenmed Ground Zerc.
Ans: The World Trade Center site
Wisual; The man wha take the phote and the
namie af the pheto, Ans: The Falling Man
by Richard Drew

Early Birds: Prashansa Lohumd] KN,
Wiswanathan| Dado Jayaditya| Tite
Shiladitya| Barnali Blswas

. The place where the faurth plane crashed,

Know your
English

it’s the matter? Got the blues?”
“The blues? What are you talking
about?”

“Whien sommehody his got the blies,
he/she is sacd and depressed.”
“Sad and depressed, eh? Well, in that
I"'m sad .ml depressed all right, And
Il teell you wh
“Please do
"1 scored a big zero in yesterday's
erieket mateh, And it was my st match

a8 captain,

"That's too bad."

"Too badl! It was terrible. The umpire
e me ot when | hadn't even touehed
the ball, 1 was really angr

“You saw red, did you?”

“Saw red?”

“Yes, saw red. “To see red’ means to
bicome very angry. | alwiays see red
whenever | about political bandhs.”

"1 der't see red when | reid about
bandhs or strikes. But | saw red yesterday
when the umpire raised his finger. And 1o
ke matters worse, the vice-captain of
my Illn'Lm hit a century. 1 saw red then
o

“You were angry because the
viee-captain scored a century?”

“Weell, mot angry, but [was jealou

“Ah, 50 you were green with envy”

“Dioes ‘green with envy' mean
Jealous?™
“Yes, Some turm green with envy when +
others prosper.”

"Thiat's tru

with envy yesterday,
“hryway, did you win the match?™
“Oh yes, We won it guite comiortably,

But 1 dropped two catches while fielding.”

“What did your coach say?

1 think he was too angry to speak.”

"11 t angry, eh!
ever seen him HOANETY. Tdon't
kenesw i 11 continue to be captain of the
team, My future looks so..”

ROy

tabnly cied turn green

Hwyl Are you joking! It ks anything
but rosy.”

"0 come onl Cheer up! Remember
every cloud has a silver lining”

“Wht does that mean?”

"It mea ree is always a bright side
ey b sitaation, Inother words,
something good will come out of your
present situntion.”

“1 hope you're right.*

“Wou have explained some colourful
Seltoms today."

“Colourful?

"Yes"

Do you know the diference between
‘colourful” and ‘coloured

“Now 18 there a difference?”

"Yes"

*Colourful” means ‘full of interest,
lively, vivid'. He is @ colourful person.
‘Coloured’ means ‘exaggerated. It ks a
Teighly ealoured version of what really
happened last night."

“So ‘eolourful’ is a compliment and
‘coloured” is not”

r ight”

Pubdished in The Hindew on May 1, 1963,

Word of the day

Piffle:
trivial nonsanse; speak (about wnimportant
matters) rapldly and incessantly

Synunyrn 5. balderdash, fddle=faddle,
ehattar, clack, gabbla, gikber, blabber, tattls,
twaddle, Pl'lﬂlﬂ

Usage: wis story is camplete piflo,
Pronunciation: bitlypiMepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fpial/

For feadback and suggestions for
Tewt & Contest, please write to
lettars@thehindu.co.ln
with thi subject Text & Contist

»
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Welcome cover
for gig workers

Social security for gig/platform workers is an
idea that is worth implementing, and refining

his newspaper reported on Tuesday that the

Union government is planning to bring a Bill

which will offer social security benefits to

India's gig workers. The Bill, the report also
said, might ask companies in the gig economy to
allocate part of their revenues (1-2%) to fund some of
these, While details are yet to emerge, a policy
intervention on social security for workers in the gig
economy is an idea whose time has come and also
one which must keep evolving,

The size of the workforce in the gig economy is still
relatively small — abouteight million in India's 550-
million-plus labour force — but it is likely to keep
growing and be one of the biggest sources of
employment generation in the country., If more and
more work is to be generated in the gig economy,
it is necessary that it offers basic social security to
‘workers. The labour mar ket regulator must do what
it can to ensure this.

There is also a question of faimess vis-a-vis
‘workers in the gig economy, which is mosily in the
start-up space. A lot of these firms get thelr seed
capital from venture capitalist funds and are not
necessarily tied to the traditional constraints of
breaking even which hold for the representative
firm in an economy. While the founders and senior
executives manage to land on their feet (thanks to the
very high salaries they draw) even if the business
bombs or continues to make losses, the blue-collar
workforee often faces a squeeze. This happens even
‘when the business grows in scale, and the focus tums
to profitability. This is an unjust distribution of risk
and rewards between employers and employees.

Laudable as the objective of social security for
gig economy workers is, such ideas are easier to
celebrate in first principles than implement
effectively. There are legal considerations such as

employers defining their employees as partmers/
vendors rather than employees. One can also raise
questions whether forcing mandatory social security
contributions from employers will nudge them to
question workers working for various platforms
simultaneously, which is the very essence of the
gig economy,

These are difficult questions to answer and, in
many ways, represent the changing nature of
capitalism itself, As the fifth-largest economy and the
most populous country in the world, India must keep
engaging with such questions (o malntain a healthy
balance between capital and labour.

Protecting children
from social media ills

ustralia is considering implementing a

minimum-age requirement for social media

use, potentially setting it between 14 and 16
years. The idea is o encourage children to engage
more in physical activities and reaklife interactions
rather than spending excessive time on digital devices,
The announcement is a reminder of the conversations
that need to be had in India too. Scientific literature
has shows how unrestricted socinl medis exposure
robs children of necessary physical activity and
exacerbates psychosocial challenges typical for such
ages: identity formation, self-esteem and body image,
and social skill development, The consequences for
cognitive development and academic performance,
could leave young individuals with the baggage of
‘wasted formative years, More serious outcomes often
include depression, anxiety and extreme aggression.

Many countries have struggled with the question of
how children interact with the virtual world, China,
for instance, has a 10pm-Gam legally mandated night
curfew on the use of digital devices and social media
by minors. Whether that is excessive requires scruting
of contexts unigque to the Chinese model of
governance, but critics warn that age restrictions
could push risky online behaviour into less visible,
potentially dangerous spaces. Such limits coukd also
rob children of acoessing information that could be
constructive to their understanding of the world.

The issue Is notone of binaries — children cannot
simiply be banned or freely allowed online, Any rule
making here will need tostraddbe various grey areas,
especially in the Indian context where technology has
been an emabler for the most impoverished, as well as
a threat to the most valnerable., To tackle these issues,
earnest and extensive conversations must now be
mainstreamed.

Understanding Kamala
Harris’ foreign policy

Though often aligned
with President Biden,
her unique worldview,
especially on Israel-
Palestine relations,
promises distinct
leadership on the
international stage
n e wake of President Joe
Biden's withdrawal from the
2024 presidential race and viee
presichent Kamala Harria' ascen-
sion inbo the rale of Dem ocritic
nominee, a crucial question
emerges: How would Harrls' foredgn
policry dopart from Biden's?

Biden assumed office as the most
caperienced foreign policy prasident of
our genertion, He was a hng-time
member of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, having played avocal
roke in national security debates for
decndes. As vice president, he spoar-
e ey Ol i trtion di-

seourity decisions were made, She has
also travedled to mare than 20 coun-
tries, met withover 150 foreign leadiers,

triess by their adherence o the ruleof’
law and international norms rather
tham their political system or leaders.

amdd led many key defegations herself— — She views Biden's “democracies vs
Inchding; the peast three (o the Munich — aulocracies™ ramework as reductive,
Security Conlerence, acknowledging the necessity of US
Theough the pandemic. the Afghand-  engagement with non-democratie
stan withdrawal, Russia's invaslon of  nations as well as America's owndem-
Ukraine, imensdfying great power conr  ocraticshonoomings. Thoughagrecing . Whike K [ lsrnel as the US's most
peetition with Crina, e West Aslawar, — with Biden thet the US s geperally o important iy parimer ."..HI m dlefend lisell,
el nuimerous smalercrises, theblead  loree lor good, she ks wary of unln-  she i " i o RETERS
ersof the US's allles have come W see  tended consequences and lnvoers insti-
her as & steady and capabile tionalist and mulilateral Ir. Her with LS cormplic:
D Perhaps ol s much as approaches over unilateral  would prioritse slllance-lulldingover iy, She's also generally more suppor-
Biden, whom they've known Intervenions. Harrisbellowes: — unilaieral measures (such os triffs,  tveof ihe Palestinian staiehood cdalm
for decades and, in many themestefectivewny forthe ¢ d i Inien han Biden, who nominally favours s
cnses, grown fond of, but e US to exercise power in n -1Tm the “pivot to Asin” beyond  two-State solution but his been o too
tainly eore thai bormer pros morecantested ard multipe- Biden's and certainly Trump's deferential o the far-Right lsmeli
ent Donald Trump, But how lan larwor Isstill the prime minister Benjomin Netanyahw,
does her worldview and her hegemon but lncks the abil- The Russla-Ukraine war isadiffier-  While Harrs would continue w recog-
policy preforences compare s Bremmer ity the will, and the legiti- entstory, Harris and Ridenaligninsup-  nise Israel as the US's most important
Biden's? There is plenty of =—————  macy indictaie outcomes in i st it
overlap but also significant thie way itonce didisto lead  fer, Wieneas Harris sees the conflictin— ability to definditsell, she vould esert
daylight between them. by examiple, These contrasting workd- — legal terms, ernphiasising Russia'sviola- — mone pressure on it tou phold the rule
Eiden, 81, came of age during the  views manifest diflerently scross policy — tion of Ukrainian soverelgnty, Biden  of law. This tightening of the “special
height of the Cold War, and hisworld:  areas. viewsit through amoral lens, castingit  relationship” would represent a break
view reflects that He is a strong chhmu.mmmuryumarﬂl:ml' a5 @ struggle between democracyand  fromithe past but align US policy mone
e i~ American e iy, autccracy, This underlying difference  chosely with most allies’ stances,

<1Ik| ms nkernathonal relitions in

lomatie Harrls’

terms, a5 8 sirugele

House resume — career

buwum and

stite attorney general, and frst- terni
senator — was docidedly sparse by
comparisonon the foreign policy front.

However, four years s vice presi-
demt bave provided Harrs wilth acimsh
course in Intermational relations that
few Democrats or Republicans can
match. She has received the President's
Daily Brief every morming, sal in on
mestof Biden's meetings with visiting
heads of State, and been present in the
Simsaticn Room when critical national

whire the LS & always & lonoe For good.
Hels also o belever inthe “great man”
theory of politics, which posits thl:

Jake hlllh‘un exphicily assured Chi-
Teese hMPh‘\KI\.MNMMI—
Img. Blden and Harrisare lally aligned
on engaging with Beljing wherever
onoperation | possible while compet-
Ing vigarously but In close coordina-

i perspective coild bead 1 policy
divergence under changing clroum-
stances. While Harrls woaldaccepta
bllateral ceaselire agreement, she
would be less likely than Biden —

whaose personal relationship with
Zelen-

— 0 pressiie

can alter ¢ i wauriyre: | presiclent
Lory through persanal A I policy  skyy i tepid at best
Duxileding and sheer foree of will between them are likely w be just o Uleraine into unwanted negotiations,

By conirast, the 5% year-old Harris
grew up in o post-=Cold War world

mutter ofemphasis or tctics. As viee
osiclent. Harris eopeniied considera-

where the greatest chillenge o Ameri-— ble elfart in shoring up America’s
can hegermnony was a falure mu|ﬂm|d Indo-Pacific relationships, travelling
Insideaks at homeand Her ins frve times to Asin and meeting regu-
nation msa pmummmmjudmm larty with Philippine President Ferdi-

vsptmlly whln Ukrainian territory

Adthe hection nears, Harvis' poten-
tlal 1o shape global allairs or the next
sy years becomes inorcasingly sig-
nificant. Though alten aligned with
Isicliem, b unbquie workd view promises
distinet lendership on the intermational
slage, As we mavigate an increasingly
connphes gholal landscape, understand:
ngg just how US foreign policy might
ahilft under a Harvis sdmindstration ks

oo

The Isracl- Fulullm :uue mari:l
their most significant foreign policy
divide, Harrls is more sensitive o
alleged lsrachi violations of intema-

nat P I
Tan Bremimer is phe fornaler and board
presisiers of Eirnasia Growp Foundation,

The views expressed are persanal

Bengaluru development
needs better planning

ment (also the deputy chicf ministes),
DK Shivakumur or DKS, is 4 man ina
hurry. Part of the hurry stems from the
growing clamour for a bg-city fix from its
hourgenisie, amd some better sorvices from
its ondinary citizens. Far from resembling
Singupore (if only “in strips™, s former chiel
minister, SM Krishna, had once modesdy
h

of & battlefield — a war of all againstall. The
arrival of a pubdic utility (say, new pipeines,
ora fiyover, or fresh underground cables)
sk any area look |ike it was hit by a nar-
ral disaster, rnrmomhsaml: e Incm
e, it ke chassisc|
devintions or reslgn themselves Lo raflle
delays. And, unlike comedion and writer
Trevar Naah, they don’ have the eption of
“nat performing”.

The other part of the ministes's
hurry hias to do with the breviy of
poditieal power, the unceriain serm
within which all poditicians long to
leave their mark, make their
money, ar both, But, it should be
elear that melther a statue nor
another private educational institu-
tiom will match Robert Moses' effect
on New York, or, closer home,
Edwin Lutyens’ on Delhi.

I Kirnataka government’s minisser
I in charge of Bengslum's develop-

Janaki
Mair

tmes cladmied), The city needs new Life and
new, inclusive public s paces, not sky-decks
For the rich. In n city that has seen no adidi-
tiom to the Lalbagh of Haider Ali and Tipu
Sultan and the Cubbon Park of the British,
the minister could work 1o vacate the status-
qua order of the Supreme Court on Banga-
Iore Palace {Acquisition and Transfer) Act,
1996, We urgently need ancther people’s
park, Rather than offering the ME ticket-
price-paying public a "360-degree view™ of
the chaos on the ground from the f.ky deck,
the government should consider opening up
thie Turahulli Forest and Jaraka Bande Forest
w0 the general public in a regunied fashion,

There Is no need o remind the new mas-
biers of thee city that they should assen siricter
regulation of the encroachments on public
spaces, ranglog (rom lootpaths 10 tank beds.
This shoutld be deone ina humane but frm
way: Can allernative sites be found
for hawkers? Can buildings be
enjoined to provide parking for up
o hadf or 2/3rd of its enyployees and
clients? Building permits that
encroach public facilities (storm
water drains, roadsides, parks,
grounds, and forest areas) must be
revolked, i strict enforcement
of building by-laws,

Om the iraffic-oontrol side, can
the state government iry restraining the use

Instead, the stai hiaxs opied.
quite liverally, For ‘tunnel vision, forcing the
city's problems underground. You read that
right: The city will soom have an 18 km tunnel
with five exits. And, o announce that all is
well on the ground, the government will
sl Soths Asla's Ll lest sky deck in theeity.
Between them, the twins will ensure a reso-
lutken of the city's surfoce wars, and glve ci-
aems a peg o hang their pride on.

This is in defiant denial of all that con-
cemeed citizens, planning experts, and most
scholarly studies of the city’s inlrastructure
have long and loudly warned against, We
wll know that placing the sutomobdle at the
centre of city planning may keep the smiles
on the faces of mator majors, but spells
doom for the city asa whole. Fiyoversdid not
solve the city's wraffic problems. only dis-
placed them, With extreme weather events
now becoming as regular as the city's gul
ol ur blossoms, one shuddérs 1o think of
Thow mnnelling will add (om-«slsxllc perils
of thecity, above and below the ground,

Tor bee & vishonary urban leacler, ﬂcg)unlL‘M

privai some days of the week,
or, al least, restraints on vehicles entering
some areas of the city? Can it pedestrianise
commercial areas, and siricly prohibit non-
emergency vehicles? Or inroduce a sorely
needed congestlon tx?

This requires an alternative w the real
esiabe imagination that has gripped the city's
politlenl masters. [tcalls for generating funxds
within nn extremely wealthy city, by quadru-
pling the properly tag, for nstance. Why
shouwuld real estale prices soar while property
taxes remain puny? B is high time that the
water subsldy, which has resulted in gro-
wesque inequality of the poor paying too
much for an intermittent and anreliable
essential need, be rernaved for the well-
heeled txpayer while ensuring s steady sup-
plytoall residents,

Which major metropolis in the world
offers 'free parking' (o nearly all lomy, bas,
car, and two-wheeler owners? Can Gair own-
ers be made 1o buy residence permits for
parking on the roadside in residential areas?
Can strict payment for strect-side parking In

DKS could begin by assertl
ational mmnlbllnr that probabily lerl g
anly of Tis city-Founding With ancestor, Kem-
pegoweds (with whiom caste kinship s saime-

requiresan phernative o

acity divided s be introduced? Can
o beast some puldic sector grounds be put o
pubdic use (playgrounds, [ibrarkes in both
Kunnada and English, sports facilities, some
parking. and museums)? Can the defunct
Bengaluru Development Authority com-
plesies ba turned into innovative contres for
art and culture, libraries (in both Kannada
and English), and somse parking?

Allthis requires true loresightand politi-
cal will, Other eithes im the warld have tirned
disaster into opportunity, for the benefit of
all their citizens. There will na doubt be a
sharpousery, from industry, the middle class,
and others who benefit from miseries that
are inflicted on the general public, But it will
bea hisioric firs,. and ensure DKS a place in
the history bowks, 85 a visionary democrat.

Jaraki Nair 15 @ histarian and e suvor of

l estale [undln:l«: rhuha:

N

T Prewsise of t he Metropolis Besgafone's Twen-
e O
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HARDEEP SINGH PURI

<%

smooth one, helping the

country to positior
ket for gre

sclf as a pivotal
n hydrogen

In J&K’s purple revolution,
a blooming of agri start-ups

lhlrd-lmFm start-up ecosystem, and
hoasts of some of the fastest-growing
unicorns. This impressive cxpansion can
e traced back to Prime Minister (PM) Nar-
endrn Modi's clarion call of “Start-up India,
stand up India” that he gave in 2006, in a
speech delivered from the Red Fort Since
then, the number of start-ups his skyrock:
e (rom just over 350400 in 2044 1o more
than 130,000 in 2024, with cach of the over
10 unicorns being the landmarks of this
Journey of cnterprise in the country.
Anikds this entrepreneurial boom, India’s
agriculiural sector s also seen many rans-
formative changes. Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K), where agriculture employs close 1o
5% of the population and contrib-
ke around 7% bo the Uikon Terr:
tory's (UT) economy, has histori-
cally facesd challenges, The reglon's
diffieult terruin, monkey mensce,
and poor accessibility have limited

lndl i now celebrated as the world's

the small town of Bhaderwah in the remaote,
hillly district of Doda has led to the adoption
of cultivation of lavender, his boon taken up
in ather districts of J&K as well. Indeed,
many Himalayan states, such a8 Utlara-
khand, Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pra-
desh, and Nagaland, have staried similar cul-
tivation to give their farmers better incomes,
Every kind of support, including the
appmnﬂamu-nuc SUppOrt ol every
— right from cultivation 1o distillation
atdmmam Tacilitics for developing a wide
range of lavender products 0 arranging
market linkages with indusiry — was pro-
wided by CSIR. Today, over L300 hectares in
J&K are under lavender cultivation, with
notable progress in Ramnagar tehsif of
Udhampur disirict, Awareness cam-
paigns on the plant's prospects for
farm profitbility have alse been
conducted in Mendhar, Poonch,

and Rajourd,
The impact of this initlative has

extensive lnnd wtilisation, eonfining Jitendra gamnered natlonal recognition,
eultivation to iraditional crops lile Singh Bhaderwah's lavender farms were
rice, maize, wheat, and pulses — pll ng prominently featured in this years

of these being crops that often fail
1o provide sufficient revenue for
farmers.

Unedder the Modi government, the Council
ol Scientificand Industrial Research (CSIR),
ministry of science and technology,
launched the Jamimu and Kashmir Aroma
Arogya Gram (JAAG) project (o address

some of these agricultural challenges or

offer a workaround through alternstive
crops, Thits ground-breaking inltiaive, popu-
larly known as Aroma Misslon, Inllud uwd
the and pe g
and aromatic plants (MAPs) using advanced
CSIR wechnologics. This, in turn, has paved
the way for India’s Purple Revolution,

The registerod farmens were provided with
free, high-quality |i-r-ﬂr||rm1=rul{wh|¥ i
wcreof land and off Irain-

Republic Day tablean al Kartavya

Path, and these fields have become
popular vour st arractions, further boosting
ihe local econcmy,

In the 9%th edition of his Mann Ki Baat
address o the nation, PM Modi mentioned
CSIR-Indian Instinte of Integrave Medl-
cine’s rode in supporting lavender culiva-
thom, This year, Doda district slone extracted
100 kg of fresh lavender oll, with farmers
harvesting nearly 10 quingals of dry lowers,
valued at RWOC-1.000 per kg, One kanal
{roughly nqul\nlllmltu SDG m.ummm.-lfu]ul‘

ers have sold Islgh quull.ly planting material
worth 245 lakh.

Thiis initiative has not anky enhanced the
!rn orme | of Jnmlnll el Kas hamir furmers but

ing In elivation, processing and marketing
MAPs. The initiative significantly boostod
farmens’ income and created new employment
oppartunities in the rural aress of the UT.
¢ lavender cultivation aspeet of this
project, champloned by young entrepre-
newrs, shattered the misconception that
start-ups arc largely. if not solely, confined o
the areas of digial and information technol
oy, with many youths kewving lecrativecor-
rorm Jobs 1o engage in profitable lawvender
arming. This success siory, ofl ginating from

ol up @ new wista for agri sean-
:IN]!(‘I‘M!M several opportunitics in value-

medicinal and cosmetic products The
lavender succrss story isa testhook example
of the powerlul synergy between research-
academia, industry, and kocal youtlh entre-
preneurship, mare of which i needed romke
the country forward on the path to devd-
opeid nation status,

D Jivenitra Singh is the minier of Sea (inde-
pendent charge) for science s secn slogy,
T views expiressed are persnial
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Apple's next move

After the success in production, iPhone maker must
look at bringing its component partners to India

HATAPPLE BEST signifies the success of the government's pro-
duction-linked incentive(PLI) schemes in general, and for large-
scale electronics manufacturing in particular, is well established
by now, The long-term fruits of the initiative are also visible now,
withanalysts estimating that by 2026, Apple would have shifted 26% of
its glabal iPhone capacity to India, from the current 14%, The backward
linkages of the move is also getting clearer as it is estimated that by then
its requirermnent of chips for theiPhones it produces in the country would
be around §12 billion. This presents an excellent opportunity for compa-
nies like Micron and Tata Group whoare setting up semiconductor units
in the country,whichwould comeon by 2026.The benefits which

RIME MINISTER MODI'S
recent visits to Singapare
and Brunei and his forth-
coming meeting with
ather leaders of the Quad
in America later this month highlight
the rale of the Indo-Pacific in India's
strategic outlook and Sino-Indian

could accrue to Micron, Tata Group, and other such firms can be gauged
from the fact that Apple alone consumes over 26% of Talwan Semicon-
ductor Manufacturing Company’s global sales. It's also the world’s third
largest consumer of chips

News on the iPhone exports continue to be encouraging at $5 billion
durlng the first five months of the currcnl ﬂscal, up 54% compared to

iod last year, This five 1her Is the company’s
full-year r:xpm'l figures for FY22. The l'orward linkagca have also been
established with the company having opened its two exclusive company-
owned showrooms, one each in Mumbai and Delhi. Projections by ana-
lysts show that thelaunch of the newserles of iPhone 16 s expected to see
it register 200 growth in sales during the upcoming festival season,
which could helpitin achieving the mark of $15 billion in sales from India
in FY25.Apple’s India sales have been on the rise, touching $7.5 billion in
FY 24 from around $1.5 billion in FY21,

There are two Ir:sa.cms to be drawn from the success ol’Applc in India.
One, it pays wh g unent involves th fes before com-
ing outwith ascheme; and second, removing the shorteomings the coun-
try has with regard to business expenses compared to China or Taiwan,
inthe form of incentive payout, as the PLIdoes. Such an approach paysin
the long term. Many erroneously think that the incentive scheme s some
kind of a tax subsidy. 1t is not. The scheme basically takes care of the obsta-
cles the country poses to companies vis & vis China or Taiwan. It's a no-
brainer that these need to be removed if production needs to be relocated
from there. Further, the payout happens only after the company achieves
incremental sales and production targets.

Having come this far, it's ime for the government and Apple to pre-
pare for the next steps. The smartphone PLIscheme comes to an end in
2026, Whether it should be extended or not depends on careful analysis
of the ining obstacles. An ive gover -industry study
fior assessing this should be mmmissioned on priority basis. Apple also
has a role to play, Having demonstrated success in producing iPhones in
the country, it should nowlook at repeating the same success in bringing
its component partners to India. While iPhone exports rise, the trade
deficitis also rising due to higherimport of com ponents, Producing iPads
and Machooks in India should also figure in the company's list. Perhaps
the best way forward is for the government and industry to sit together
andwork ot a composite incentive scheme which takes care of products
aswellas components.

Why India’s market watchdog
needs stricter controls

IGHORING THE CREDIBILITY crisis at the very top of the Securities and Exchange
Board of India won't make it go away. Norwill chair Madhabi Puri Buch’s decision
to stop answering questions about her potential conflict of interest prevent the
oppasition Congress Party or Hindenburg Research from asking them,

Buch, the first Sebi chief from the Frlvan! sector, is yet to respond to the oppo-
sition party’s repeated quemunl.ug of her income sources, though she was quick
todeny the short seller's nltidnm of her past investments,

Itwillbea pity if Buch Dedhi to revert to reserv-

ing top reg) v jobes for retined or g civil servants. They covet these plum
i restricting the field could talented outsiders
h in Besides, government insidersdon’t

havealockon pm:upnnns of probity: Past Sebi chiefs have also attracted criticism,
thoughusually for the directorships they accepted afterleaving office, What needs
an update is the code of service. With adequate financial controls, it may be possi-
ble for the right candidate to avoid being in the limelight for the wrong reason.

comp in a.sgenpull:
ical circumstances change. Modi's call
fordevelopment, not expansionism, in
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi

A

® PACIFIC PRESENCE
INDIAMUST SHORE UP ECONOMIC TIES IN THE REGION, SETTLE DIFFERENCES WITH QUAD PARTNERS

Ups and downs in Indo-Pacific

ANITA INDER SINGH

Founding professor at Centre for Peace and Conflict
Resalution, New Dalhi

n!lal.n Iln upennes! by adhering to
of

ence in South Asla is being under-

Brunel was aimed at China's agg
maoves in the South China Sea.

In the Indo-Pacific, India is more
“Indo” than "Pacific”, regardless of
whether one uses the US definition of
the region or India's. Washington's
definition has omitted some of India's
most vital interests, including the Bay
of Bengal and the Arabian Sea. For
India, the Indian Ocean extends till the
coast of East Africa,and is India's gate-
way to trade with West Asia, Southeast
Asia, Japan,and South Korea.

That difference in itself identifies
differences between A i and

1law and the principl

freedom of navigation. Unlike its Gruad
partners, India does not want a strat-
egy aimed at containing China or
annoying Beljing's comprehensive
strategic partner Russia which has
been a long-standing arms supplier.

Maoreover, as one of China's partners
inthe BRICS (Brazil, Russia,India, China

sions of the disputed borderwith ?m:lia
led to clashes in June 2021, and Janu-
ary and November 2022,

With the Quad partners, emn.omlc

India's semiconductor sector is on the
brink of a revolution, with breakthrough
advancements set to transform the industry

Australia and India have signed a free
trade agreement.

Economically, the Association of
Southeast Aslan Nations (Asean) is a
keystone of India's *Act East” policy.
Delhi’s focus is an enhancing physical
and digital connectivity — including
the India-Myanmar-Thailand trilat-
eral highway — to foster economic
Integration. Asean-India trade topped
§131 billion in 2023, But trade
between Asean and China touched a
new high of $702 billion.

India's importance in the Pacific is
reduced by its refusal to join the the
Engluna] Comprehensive Economic

llaboration is the group's
concern about China's strong position
in the global manufacturing supply
chain.And joint military drills enhance

multilateral trade agree-

ml!m Also,while India is strengthening
ties with Singapore, its bilateral ties
with other Asean countries are poorly

ped, Delhi hopes that

Indian interests in the Indo-Pacific. The
Persian Gulf is also significant for India
as a major source of energy Imports as
well as trade with Burope and Africa.
Pacific China's growing economic
and military influence in South Aslaand
the Indian Ocean prompted Delhi to
adopt the Indo-Pacific concept. India
therefore supports the idea of a “Free and
Orpen Indo-Pacific” with its Quad part-
niers — the US, Japan, and Australia.
Since its launch in 1992, India's
“look East" pu]icf' has aimed to
strengthen economic and cultural ties
with Southeast Asia, In 2014, the pol-
lcy became known as “Act East™. It
broadened its horizons toinclude East
Aslaand toincrease maritime security
In the region. But India's top priorityis
tles with

and South Africa) and the China-led the collective military cap. of
Shanghal  Cooperation Quad
Organisation, India avoids i Opposition from Rus-
dlg‘lf:matll: confrontation incla w.".u the sla — akeyarmsand tech-
with Beljing. Ill.do.-Pl:If‘: to nology provider — to the
ngtoaccom-  retain its openness  Indo-Pacific concept also
modate countries which b), adhering to requires diplematic
favour ity and N 1 law manao to dis-
multilateralism, India, iy suade Moscow from mov-
unlike Chinaand Russia,is ~ and the principle ;5 closer to Beijing. But
not anti-West, of freed Moscow is already closer
ously it does not wish to of navigation to Beljing than Delhi

compromise its strategle
autenomy by joining forces
with America and its allies.

China stayed out of Delhi's G20
summit, it has blocked India’s mem-
bership of the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, and refused to supron its hid
for a UN Security Council seat. But
India's own tardy progress is the

because both are united

by opposition to the West

and because China can give Russia

stronger economic and diplematic
support than India.

lapan, Singapore, Australia, and

Brunei also differ stro from India on

Russia's invasion of Ukraine. So trust

between India and these countries devel-

biggest obstacle toits
and international clout.

Chinese economic and political
Engagnmmt with Sri Lanka, Nepal,

[ndlan Ocean statesin South Asla.
India wants the Indo-Pacific to

ladesh, and the Maldives through
the Belt and Road Initiative since 2013
has raised concerns that India's influ-

apsslowly. I Aslastr
gically, ythem
torepel a Chinese invasion of Taiwan.
India's economic ties with its Quad
partners are not as strong as they could
be. Japan and Southeast Asian coun-
tries put the onus for this on India. But

other Asean countries and [:dla.

Atanotherlevel, thewestern Indian
Ocean and the Persian Gulf are greater
priorities for India than Southeast Asia,
As much as 61% of its crude oil imports
traverse the Gulf and trade with the
Arab world amounted to more than
5240 billion in 2023, Additionally, the
estimated 10 million Indians working
in the Gulf present Delhi with annual
remittances of some 536 billion,

Earlier this year, drone and missile
attacks by Yemen's Houthis on com-
maercial ships in the Red Sea area and
the retaliatory Anglo-American strikes
on Yemen led India to deploy more
than 10 Indianwarships in the Arabian
Seaasits security and economic inter-
estswere at stake.

Al told, the Indo-Pacific will remain
adefining element of India's foreign
policy. But India must cultivate
stronger economic ties with countries

d sortouti
with Quad partners to expand its influ-
enceand counter China in the region.

Cementing a sustainable future

The cement industry has made significant strides in
curbing emissions, driven by the dual imperatives of
sustainable development and regulatory compliance

NEERAJ AKHOURY

M0, Shree Cemant Ltd, and president,
ement Marufacturers’ Association of Indka

IMDIA TODAY STANDS at a crucial
juncture, as it needs to accelerate
development activities while mitigat-
ing carbon emissions to achieve its
net-zera target by 2070, As a result,
various sectors, including cement, are
fecusing not only on production and
meeting consumer demand but also
on reducing emissions, The cement
industry, which must meeta burgeon-
ing construction demand and fulfil
India's ambitious infrastructure tar-
gets, s integrating sustainability into

But this is just the beginning. The
industry must double down on its
efforts and invest even more time and
to further reduce its carbon

footprint. It's time for the industry to
intensify its emission reduction
actions and lead the charge toward a

ble future,

Buch's Hindenburg’ on- every strate,
fusion. I jinvestigated by the marketwatchdog for allegedly
mehinrnnma-whaxju.mu herof thwart-
ulture"under Buch! 1!
ga:iunsln a five-page press release, sone 200 em) 5 51 asilent protest in
Sebi’s Mumbal campus last we
Afterthe Hindenburg report, Buc
dosedall o astrict recusal pol- i
ey, Bat th L
ded to do more. At she should have

ke to put her financ
where there's minimal communication between her
and the temporary overseer of herwealth,

There is no such rule. Sebi's policy on conflict of
interest for board members does not ban tradlng

ANDY

Advancing processes,
mitigating emissions

The cement industry has made sig-
nificant strides in reducing emissions,
driven by the dual imperatives of sus-
tainable development and regulatory

except on the basis of unp il it

The hat the
chairman will not have any financial interests that are
“likely to affect prejudicially his functions”,

T see how a blind trust might have helped operationalise this, consider a spe-
cific allegation. The Congress party has asked Buch to explain how she kept recelv-
ing income from ICICI Bank Ltd,, her past full-time
memberof the regulatory bedy in 2017 and its chairin 2022 AMlthough Buch didn’t

MUKHERJEE

Blaombarg

reply, ICICT sabd th ol it 2013
retirement from the bank ins from stock options to harwhile she
wasemployed.

Since Buch had a 10-year-1 (! the

hishe could convert

@ needed toask itself what fior the top market regu-
lator:a“gqualified"] terversion? Hug s
er e her ICIC] stock in the trust ;inthe latter,she
Id lthe proc evenqualified
blind ween hard nong

The Supreme Court had appointed a committee after Hindenburg's original
short-seller report on the Adani Group cratered the conglomerate’s market value
mostof 2023, The lacked retum
be more than a post-
mnnm India needs concrete suggestions on ﬁowsltuallnmofpumnual conflict
can be prevented from. a.rlslng inthe first p|IE

pposed to Prime Minister
Narendra onvenes
ber orearly Decenber. Its mnulutlm:lnann, that y will b
awelcome change for kets. But I'm not holding
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I li e, It has adopted a multi-
faceted approach to minimise its envi-
ronmental impact.

One of the primary steps that has
been taken is the adoption of alterna-
tive raw materials. By utilising waste
praducts such as fly ash and slag, the
industry reduces its use of limestone,
lowering greenhouse gas emissions,

and promoting a circular economy. This
shift is complemented by the increased
useof blended cemants which incorpo-
rate these alternative materials,
Anothercrucial step in reducing car-
bon emissions in the industry is transi-

towards eco-friendly transportation.
Today, road transport is the primary
maode of transportation, but efforts are
being made to switch to more environ-
ment-friendly options such as trains
and waterways, which emit fewer

tioning from fossil fuels to
energy sources. Cement manufacturers
are increasingly adopting solar and
wind energy, biomass, municipal solid
waste, and used Adl tsin

than diesel-p trucks.
In addition, cement producers are
the use of

friendly fuels for theirvehicles, such as
c 1 This is meant

minimising waste and reducing
energy usage. Predictive maintenance
rnwcred by artificial intelligence helps
n anticipating equipment failures,
thereby avoiding unplanned down-
times and ensuring smoother, more
efficient operations.

The manufacturers hawe also
increased efforts to make their opera-
tions eco-friendly. For instance, the
industry is producing blended cement
varieties such as PI'C, PSC,and CC while

£l

tnchno]ngyand inimise envi impact
processes have madmulngthl!!caltl!r dhelpcreatea and
native energy sources greener future,

maore efficient and Y Water o
cost-effective, signifi- By I.Itlilng waste isanother pll.orlt}'.wlth
cantly reducing the productssuch asflyash  measures like  air-
industryscarbon foot- and slag, the industry  cooled  condensers,
print and promoting reduces its use of ralnwater harvesting,

sustainability.

sewage treatment, and

adhering
norms. This approach reduces natural
resource use and greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Exploring limestone calcined clay
cement as a sustainable alternative is
also an option that manufacturers are
considering, However, limited availabil-
ity of alternative blending materials
close to cement mam facturing loca-

thonsisa apaol-

Mareover, energy limestone, lowering recycled water usage
efficiency is a critical greenhouse gas being
area of focus. Indian  grnissions, and p ing Most
cement  companies o turers have also enub
have 8 circular accnomy lished a robust environ-
advanced technolo- mental, social, and

gles like waste heat recovery systems,
which capture and reuse heat gener-
ated during manufacturing, This con-
verts waste heat into usable electricity
and hence reduces overall emissions,
Additionally, the adoption of modern
clinker production techniques, such as
pre-caleiners and pm-heau.:m,has sig-

governance framework to ensure align-
ment with sustainability goals and reg-
ularly measure progress.

Notably, digitalisation and automa-
tion have attracted the industry's
attention due to their potential to
facilitate emission reduction. The inte-
gration ofadvancud data analytics and

nificantly imp: fency
leading to lower carbon dioxide emis-
sions per tonne of cement produced.

The industry is alse moving

THE EDITOR

GST rejig needed

Apropos of “Choices befare GST
council” (FE, September 11},
indeed the discomfiture of states
with goods and services tax (GST)
yielding lower revenue than mining
taxes levied by them cannot be
taken lightly. The GST Councilis a
fine mechanism to feel the pulse of
member states on GST rates and
other compliance measures. Low
GST rates with a broadened base

will increase tax revenue. Structural
infirmities must be avoided while
expanding the base for imposing
GET. The recent hefty GST notices
to information technology firms far
their remittances to overseas
branches is a glaring example of
misinterpreting "service®. To get
more transaction volume for a
broader GST base, exemptions can
be withdrawn and GST rejigged
with moderate rates.

~MR Magarajan, Sivakasi

Indian Exprass {F) Led
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systems allows for real-
time monitering and optimisation of
production processes. This ensures

icy push to promaote the use of blended
cement would be beneficial.

One of the sectors that India's

for sustainal

nificantly on is the cement industry.
With over 250 million people pro-
jected to join the urban population in
the next 20 years and a slew of infra-
structure projects on the horizon, the
demand for cement will skyrocket. The
industry is not just expected but also
obligated to ramp up to meet these
goals, and it is well-placed to play an
impaortant role in tackling the colossal
task of reducing India's environmen-
tal

that rum at peak

Start-up imprudence

Aprapes of “Lessans from Dunze”
(FE, September 11}, the plunge
witnessed by ventures such as Paytm
and Byju's cught to have been a
wake-up call for a sunrise sector. Yet,
Dunza is down in the dumps, as
hubris prevailed over basics. it
sought a niche in hyperlocal delivery,
but realised too late that the matric
for quick commerce comes with
extreme time compression that

requires a different set of logistics
and greater support base, Byju's saw
huge growth in user base and
acceptance. Albeit its rapid
acquisition of liabilities was in the
pullic domain far long, it never
saught to curb its appetite. It is
surprising that viable start-ups are so
mesmerised by their seed idea that
they discard financial prudence.

~R Narayanan, Navi Mumbai
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Digital agriculture
Agri Stack transformative implementation a challenge

namove that can expand the scope and

effectiveness of farm sector schemes, the

Cabinet recently cleared a ‘Digital Agriculture
Mission® plan with an outlay of €2,810 crore. The
Centre and States will share the funding ona 2:1
basis. This follows a Budget ‘ement on
creating an inclusive digital ecosystem for
agriculture.

The thrust has two components, Agri
Stack and Krishi Decision Support System
the former is based on aggregation of

miero data, such as land records, family
details and crops sown, and the latter on
mapping macroattributes such as weather,
soil, water availability and drought, and
flood control s he goal is to cover
11 ¢rore farmers in three T Iu: bencefits
can acerue at two leve
can empower farmer:
eredit, insurance and other direet ben
transfer schemes, reduc)
the local bureauc
of datasets
formulation, ¢
Wi
linked vo a unique farmer's 1D
J\.ill“lil'.ll': can be used to disburs

_=3

ing ground. “l:ll
evenas some public sector ]mnk\dnp:m ide
aved rural servie formation, it
isto be noted th wber of tenant
farmiers are outside the banking network.
According toa 2023 NABARD study that
explores the link between tenancy and
creditin Andhra Pradesh, 60 per cent of
tenant farmers borrowed from informal
gainst 41 per cent in the ¢
rmers, Wider digital outre
ess to information, formal

SOUIC
owner
enhanc
credit and other services, An g
eroploss and damage can be made ¢
micro-level, minimising fewer excl
may become possible vo transfer fertil
subsidy directly to farmers. Extreme
weather events can be better my
providing information in ad
farmer's phone. Likewise, damage on

it ul'ﬂ»mi or drought can be

sed, without its turning

A

into a controversy,
But there are challeng
ation, Land records ren

indata
in
ved, despite over 90 per cent

cyber fraud cannot be disregarded,
p.m icularly asa number of Aadhaar-linked
ave been linked to

l'l]'H]'K' rey dealings. Itis crucial tocreate
awareness with regard to protecting
biometrics, Amidst thisdi ition drive,
the need to enact data protection and
privacy laws which have been hanging fire
for very long cannot be overemphasised.
Abow mportant for the data
gathering pruu s tomake a distinction
between the owner and the cultivator, so
that the digital drive benefins the right
people, Here, digital solutions or tech fixes
alone will not work, They must be
accompanied by institutional and social
processes,
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he Reserve Bank of Indin’s
Maonetary Policy Report
released ln April 2024
highlighted that climate

change poses a serious

redit risk premiums, helghten
inflation volatility and destabilise

| asset prices,

mate-induced extreme weather
events (example, storms, floods,

droughts) can impalra bank's eredit
portiolio and constrain credit flow,

thereby stifling economie growth and
increa redit risk, A sudden increase
in systemic credit risk in the financial
system can increase credit risk

premiums abruptly, thereby negari
policy alming to reduce interest

% 10 grow the economy.

he primary goal of monetary policy
s vo control inflatbon but balan
same with adequate liquidity ir
fimancial system, This will become

climate-induced extreme weather
events could lead vo supply shocks
beyond monetary poliey’s control, There
will be a vrade-off between stabilising
Inflation and pushing for cconomic
growth and finar rability.
Climate-induced weather events can
force productive resources to support
hnu:

P s
means Imn.r investment, All these can
increase nominal interest rates,
nullifying the monctary policy targeting
Bower interest rates to grow the
COONOTY,

INCORPORATING MATE RISKS
Given the above context, there ks a clear
case for central banks incorporatin
elimate change in monetary polic
formulation AN SUPport t
policy’s qr Ives of delivering
price stability, economic growth and
fimancial s.r.lhllllgl Monetary palm'\' an
also playa supportive role

elimate chan

fimance for .uinpnli.nnaml resilicnce
stments i addressing the sdverse
effects of climate change, mani
sudden shocks on the finar

\"Ill’lﬂ.
Research papers published in the
International Review of Financial
Analysis and Bank for International
Settlement (BI5) show that the risk
premium related to the carbon intensity

of loans Is insign| tantial
investments in green technologies and
climate adaptation require a more
rargeted and proactive approach. Higher
Investment in clean energy and energy
effichency can redsce inflathon volatility
as the energy source will move away
from the volatile prices of fossil fuels
and increase Indla's energy seourity.

Reducing reliance on imported fossil
fuels can help the RBI manage exchange
ranes betver,

How can monetary policy tools helpin
meeting India’s climate finance targets?

The existing set of monetary policy
Instruments deploved by financial
regulators are neither designed for
managing climate risks nor do they help
inerease climate finance in India,

The technique of selective credit
control is one monetary policy ool to
alver the vedume of ¢
cost of credit o diffe
RE cam use the tool selectively 1o

ite ﬂ:unr(‘andu blea

Bower it for Jow-carbon businesses, For
exammple, investment in climate-resilient
erops can reduce the risk of

e credit
te fe cark

selective credit control tosupport green
projects by offering subsidised loans or
rargeted refi g lines,

Notably, low-carbon technologles are
mare capltal-intensive and sensi

Businesses, Central banks can design
their monetary pelicy to push for kow
st rates for low-carbon
technologies, Further, monetary policy
can aleo direct craditto green
investments by tilting the playing fickd
withdifferential pricing for borrowers
supported by green collaterals,

W suggest some means through
which central banks can decrease the
wost of eredit and drive more caplual flow
o green sectors within the existing
monetary policy instruments.

Statutery Liguidity Ratio (SLR) |m|l
Cash Reserve Ratio (CRI !

!xﬂh \'L.llldl“\.[\l'"llll( creditcosts

hyperinflation of food pel
drought or flood events, which a
o be more frequent and intense,
measures differentiate interest rates to
offer lower rates wo climate-resilient
projects that can control inflation,
particularly food prices, Central banks
i Japan, Malaysia, and Thailand use

Low-carbon
technologics are more
capital-intensive and
sensitive to interest rates
than carbon-intensive
businesses,

Antensive and green
projects through these reserve
requirements. It can increase CRREand
SLE requirements for carbon-intensive
projects o decrease high-carbon lending
capacity while reducing the reserve ratio
for green Investments, thereby
increasing eredie flows towards green
projects, Bank Indonesta, the coumtry’s
wentral bank, conglders climate change
when determining reserve requirements
for banks,

Repo rate and reverse repo rate: As
financed emission is expected tobe
mainstreamed in the banking sector in
the near future, the RBI can determine
the repao rate, reverse repo, and bank

il

businessline,
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rate based on the financed emission
intensity of regulated entities, Fo
example, the People’s Rank of China
(PBoL) pays a higher Interest rate to
banks on required reserves with a better
green eredit portfolio,

Open market operations: As
soverelgn green bonds have already been
introdisced, the RBIcan incentivise
sovereign green bonds compared to
conventional green bonds, Commercial
banks holding more soverelgn green
Tosids cam be Ineentivised — RBEcan pay
them higher interest rates in open
market operations. Exoess SLI invested
by commercial banks could be directed
o soverelgn green bonds,

Selective credit contrel and moral
sisaslon are the two monetary policy
tools through which the RBI can drive
funding for green projects, The central
bank can reduce the mangin money
requirements of green projects while
increasing the same for
carbon-intensive projec
joimed the Network
“inancial
using more moral suasion, or nudging
commercial banks, to aceclerate capital
Mlows towards green sectors while
striving tomitigate climate-related
financial risk. The REI
suaslon more often and vigorously to
spread awareness of climate- related
risks while encouraging capleal flows
towards green projects,

ince the REL

Jenia b 8 Sunabnabie Finance Speciabsl ot IDEFA, and
Purkayanthais a Dinecton 15 CUDW, Virmn are perional

An aggressive Kamala Harris has her way

At the presidential debate, she cornered Trump on a host of issues. The former president had a bad outing

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

tthe end of the %0-minute period
A Inid not book as if Do Tump
had been on a presidential

rage seven times; and at
it looked as if

debatin,
different stage
Republicans were repenting for all they
sidd about Joe Biden's June 27
performance. In Philadelphia, Vice
Kamala Harris not only steadied her
message but also made sure that she was
adecent messenger as well,
Drebaves do not win a Presidential
election, but Tuesday night showed that
teoubd make a diff Inat
contest,
Whether it wason the econom’
immigration, abortion, Ukralne,
or Afghanistan, Harris made it known
where she is coming from, refusing to be
pushed around but instead turning the
Rables on the funm'r President, At one

golng toheara hnl'n.lmrlnri‘.nnunx

from this felle, And that is another one”,
Harris" toughest and best moments
seemed o come when she was cormering
the former Preskdent on abortion, the
rin limits, the significance of Roe v
Wade and the notion that maost
Americans wanted the issue to be turned
over bo the states. The, at times, blzarre
risathon of abortions taking
place in the elghth and ainth months o
the “execution™of a baby after it Is born
brought forth a seornful retort from
“It'sinsulting to the women of

FAILED RHETORIC
Trump and his team perhaps torally
under-estimated thelr opponent over
and beyond the simplistic notions of a
prosecutor ve aconvicted felon
characterisation. Right from the word
gy Harrds seemed ready with her vision
for America, a place of opportunity for
“all” instead of for a chosen few,
“Looking Forward” or “Turning a New
Page™ were themes that were flo
Harris and in what seemied to resonate
as opposed 1o constantly harping on the
fuiled rhetoricof the last four years.
Trump had different occasions to pin

WOICING. A vislon for América

down Harrls, especlally ona perceived
shifting policy perspectives on the
e Buit the former President fell
for the bait and trap set by the
Demacratic opponent and wandered off,
ot times, into the realm of nonsense like
immigrants in Ohio killing their pets
[l|ligs:.ll\l!('-l|\ and consuming them, All
[ e of the nn-duﬂlurﬂ;unlv
hat It was false. Even
cans who gleefully
on social media backed out.

Perhaps the welling moment for Harris
camie when she was asked to respond to
Trump still maintaining that he did not

rted this

lose in 2020, %, clearly, he ks havinga
very difficult time processing that (20
ehection)..Amd when you then talk in
thisway in a presidential debate and
uhn\'wﬁ.n-mrﬂndnwlmm Are Court
cases you hive lost, because you did in
fact bose that election, i beads one to
Believe that perhaps we do not h
the candidate... the temperamen
ability o not be confused aboit fact.
That's decply troubling. And the
American peophe deserve better,
replicd.

The Harris camp s clearly elated at
ithe first debate vo the extent that itis
«calling fora second, Trump and his
campaign are saying that the call for a
second is becau first was lost.
Irrespective of whether this
materialises, the fact remains that some
senbor Republicans are not convineed
that it was Trump's good first outing,
“Whoeverdid the debate prep for
Donald Trump should be fired.., Trump
better get to work or he's going to lose
thigelection,” sald former twe term New
Jersey Governar, Chris Christie,

2020

Th vt 3 koo jousrmalit wha i resportied from
Washnghen OC o Miorifs Ameirica and Undted Matken

@ LETTERS TO EDITOR send your betters by emal 1o bledicor@thetindu.co.in or try post 1o Letters 1o the Edior’, The Hindu Butiness Line, Kastur] Bulldings, 839860, Anna Sala), Chennal 600002,
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BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

FILL THE SKILL GAP

Pacts that facilitate labour mobility between countries need to
be advanced, while addressing the reasons for mismatch

ARLY THIS YEAR, the fiest bateh of werlkers from India left for lsrae] to plug the

labour shortage in its construction sector that arose after a ban on Palestinian

workers, an an Irmatmlmn in this paper has m.lled that thlu Iahnur
aglaringskillmi

ers' aI:IIItIes and the cxpemuuns of them, Gmne n( these workers hdvc now returned
home, while others have P to other strengthen-
Ing ties between the two countries, The evidence of the mismatch, hmwr does not
take away from the benedits for Indian labour that stem from such work agreements, In
fact, pacts that facilitate labour mobility between countries need to be advanced, while,
atthe same time, phugging the gaps such as those that the investigation has uncovered,
Inclian labour, both unskilled and skilled, will be increasingly in demand across the
wrkd, esp inregionsch isedl by an aging o
020, the Clobal Skill Gap report preparedd by the Natignal Skill Develop &
(NSDC) had estimated lhe demand for labour in sectors across key regions such as the
GCC countries {Gulf Cooperation Council) and the EL, The sectors it identified — con-
struction, trade, health and social care, among others — are indicative of the sources of
labour demand across the warld, Some in the western world are now advocating for tem-
POrIRY W labour shortages, But in order for Inclian workers to pro-
ductively engage in the global labour market, it is eritical that they receive the necessary
education and training in the skills that are needed. As per the labour force survey, only
a small segment of those in the age group of 15-59 years have received formal
vocational{technical training, The NSDC can play acritical role hm The focus should be
on the entire ecosystem, '] neal i the trainers,
and also the curriculum, among others, in order monsurl'th.lnrwaklla imparted are in
line with what the market demands, Perhags the Sri Lankan approach of ensuring that
vie a feww weeks of addith 1 before their dey an be consitl-
ered, a8 well as exposing them to international processes and work practices,
The issue of skill mismatch, of shortage of skilled workers despite a huge labour force,
I been highlighted. In fact, several Incian frms b ised thi Inthe past

hortages. In

EDITORIAL PAGE

WorbpLY WISE
ONE OF THE HARDEST THINGS IN LIFE IS HAVING
WORDS IN YOUR HEART THAT YOU CAN"T UTTER,

— JAMES

FLARE JONES

Why Manipur is far away

Its crisis is a reminder — dominant idea of state,

nation is a hurdle in evolving trust among communities

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

FOR ANY GOVERNMENT, Manipur would
have become an embarrassment long ago.
Mow that the festering wound has re-surfaced,
it should be a matter of national concerm,
shame and outrage. Any Union government
become shaky in its

pretence and maral faundation. Nothing of
the sortseems o be happening A government
that was gloating over its "third term™ stands
exposed by what is happening in Manipur.
Hewewer, this does ot seem to matter for the
pevernment and the main ruling panty, This
insenaitivity of the public, political parties and
government alike, might be understond
thruuuh three ramrs— the eclipse of gover-
nance, the di

ure of Hindu national ism.

For over a year, the situation in Manipur
has been practically out of control with eth-
nle clashes and deflance of police and armed
forces, The Unien government has done al-
most nothing even by way of formal eff
restore lvw and order and broker peace, But
this majestic neglect is not surprising. The gov-
ernment has followed a template of non-re-
sponse and non-governance in the wake of al-
mast every challenge or crisis.

Ins the pre-Covid phase, there were stir-
rings on the CAA-NRC issue. Subsequently,
the farmers’ protests became a major chal-
lenge, There have alsa been scandals such as
the one surrounding the SEB| chairperson.
Many gaps in routine administration have
surfaced through infrastrecture tragedies,
paper leaks, water leaks, train accidents, In
cach alrho:nms tht' samnmenr‘s it

vnlh regard tn_nbu across the entire akIII spectrum, Considering that an educated and

eliviclend, th o]l bs

ensuring that those entering the Iabnurmnrlu't lm-lw appropriate training and that
their skills are constanthy upgraded to adapt 1o an ever changing work envirenment,

FACING OFF WITH TRUMP

Despite her late entry, Kamala Harris is rattling
her opponent, and holding up her end of the debate

porse kel by ir | TEpres-
sion and a perception effensive.

Iy fact, the governance maodel sits on this
tripod: Don't do anything, victimise the cit-
lzens if they complain and engage in percep-
tion warfare, Very helpfully for the govern-
ment, the media has rarely followed up on
these and other instances of (non) gover-
nance systematically and, instead, often col-
luded with it in its misinformation drive
and/or perception offensive. Why should
Manipur be an exception?

Similarly, the idea of state anc state power
hasbeen distorted in response to such crises.

HE PSYCHOLOGICAL BATTLE th.lrma'l‘um;'nwsiui
between Donald Tremp and K. gan the day before, The former
mcked his i ighton his social media platform, say-
ing that “cheating” tactics Illoe standing on boxes orusing artificial lifts won't
e allowed at the event. A G foot 3 inches, the former president and Republican nominee

One wouk thata party and govern-
ment that claim ta be cancerned with fuies-
thons of national security, sovereignty and
strength of the Indian state would have been

Tor over a year, the situation
in Manipur has been
practically out of control
with ethnic clashes and
defiance of police and armed
forees. The Union
government has done almost
nothing even by way of
formal efforts to restore law
and order and broker peace,
But this majestic neglect is
not surprising, The

alert in their response to de in th piracy isaclopted, an mtoma-
Mpur!mmd.!-hnlpurhasmmwpm- tieschi s b Hinclus and non-
sentthe failure of a Hindus, ! i "

wise, the idea of a {strong) state has only
meant optical and verbal illusions, Flexing
metaphorical muscles s all that state-ness
seems to invelve, and there is a cynical ex-
pla:tauan nrmu'h challenges for partisan
when
p«:tcsturs I the antl-CAA agitation were
branced as anti-national, agitating farmers la-
belled as Khalistanis and the Lacakh protests
were simply fgnoeed,
The curreni regime has strange ways of us-
g the idea of state, It uses itas drapery in its
pmcnt.mmnl’lndm sluemml image —

should protect Hindus and restrain non-
Hindus. Such a formulation of the nation as
constituting Hindus and being threatened by
nen-Hinclus brings Hindutva and its idea of
Hiindu nation in conflict with the co-existence
of diverse religious communities.
In the case of the North-east, in additon
o the Hindu-Christian dichotomy, Hindutva
also faces the challenge of making sense of the
dlvoﬁlglyluielhnic communities, be it in
ipura, Meghalaya or Manipur, The
claim that allindigenous mmlmtlnmhls-

s Vishy forclomes-
lnc audiences, Secondly, state is irvoked as a
weapon against citizens, Here, tog, the state
amed its might are directed against and expe-
rienced by an internal audience, And thind,
state constitutes the outer justification of the
regime's nationalist fancies as was the casein

torically F a hind
mrnmmml wauns in lu'.ulm: dlm'renl

b«'n warking to Hinduise the nmblrantsnl
various states of the reglon, This exercise
brings farwand twe different kinds of tensions,
I the fiest place, a“Hindu vi non-Hindu® an-

Jarmmuds Kashmir Article 370,
Neltherdocitt the beney-

” Py Floves of

olent provess of the state nor does its might
acldress core issues of intemal orderor exter-
nad respect, In fact, through s lacklustre gov-
ernance and llnwed ideaof “Hindu” national-

identity and tradition marks the cultural exds-
tence of different communities. Bath factors

ansd comy-

sm, the current regime has
the Indian state while simultaneously mak-

petitive social sphere that is coneerned with
access to ial and belonging-
ress vis--vis traclition and culture.

Soa state may Iu'btunlmhmt;mlnna
;u'.u' et Ildnesmmllryrabm concem in
o

Votaries of Hindutva might not agree, but
suich tensions, whether in the North-ast or
any ather part of India, starkly represent the

beautruruane Thelactth.u two |
thes are unable to co-exist does not put pres-
sure on the perception-centred state think-
ingg. A border state being in turmell does not
worry the regime about security. Failure to
quell viskence does not disfigure the ideacofa
strong state,

But above all, the current regime’s idea of
the Indian nation is at the heart of its unwill-

Wh Icionaf. andl fear

ufthelmlnrly mark social relations, the state
becomes the handmaiden of the majority
community, This larger ideclogical architee-
ture forms the context that vitiates gover-
nance and statehood, The ruling party'siden-
tification with not just one community but
alsowith a particular idea of the Indian nation
has become a hurdle in evolving minimum

trust Isacruel

Fnati-

lon and nation. This lnrellmual pumlan

reminder of this, :
Wihen the entire country is being tumed
o, y !

hollow —1 he nationa-

government has foll 1
template of nonresponse
and non-governance in the
wake of almost every
challenge or crisis,

a

list imagination it upholds does not havea fair
space for non-Hindus, Hindutva believes in
the existence of a conspiracy to convert
Hindy i ey "

states nfthe"NaI;r:a;“.wmrhllanlty.ﬂru;

alism, it is onby natural that Manipur does not
remain an exception and that its continuing
crisis ceases bo matter,

Theewriter, based at Pune, taught
palitieal scienice

has used his imposing Flgurl' in the past, most notably when he stalked his then-opps
nent Hillary Cli L ing a 2016 face-off, At the end of Tuesday's debate, ow-
ever, itwas the more diminutive H.arl'la who emerged the taller figure, confidently ee-
mmnru: hct position as a stmmcmlccund.uclnthﬂ\'hnﬂmrm Shc mmy

her ralein the current admi el
thm alew jabs abowt her increasingly Irate opponent's positions on some of the most
Immtt.mllma in thousmd.w.such as almmun rights.

ate entryinio the race, in July. fall

disastrous debate with Trumpllu' previouws meonth, Harrs carried the double burden nr
having tounderline her difference notonly from the manﬂtwasnlmnnmlmt but also

WriTH OPPORTUNITY, NOT SYMPATHY

Women para-athletes'sticcesses are due to mainstreaming of disabled sports

DEEPA MALIK AND SONI SANGWAN

the one who is currently her boss, She left the job of g g her from
Trump'smmtlymhlm goading him Inmmcnlmm conspiracy theories and lies by
frier il Il eat yeou for lunch” like

Russian f‘rﬁldcnt\'lﬂdmlr[‘lltlu.mdliww nl'lhc crowd a his rallies, On Biden, Harris
had rickier teemin o navigate, Despl this year, the LIS pres-
ident remains a respected figure among Democrats, Without quite criticising his policies,
and his handling of the econamy in particular, Harrls emphasised her plan for an "oppor-
tunity economy” and spoke of representing a new generation nrlndorzhlp that would

WITHIN THREE PARALYMPIC Games, Indian
women para-athletes hawve taken the tally of
medals from one to 11, In the 2002 London
Parakbympics, the Indian contingent did ot
have a woman para-athbete. In 2016 in Rio, |
(Malik] becarme the first to win a mecal, But
rmy joy was marred by a question: Wiy had it
taken solong?

“rurm the page” on the past, Sh aintaineed likecli- I 2021, whmuapanalwnwlhl-

mate policy, that could cause uneass voters [twasa balancing act that would Ities as F

TeassLIFe existing waters, whibe op pap Fhr“umm nrlndlammrhclndlanmmfarw'lum
Harris's I whatwasagone! Jos agninto Parabympics, ourwomen won three of the to-

amare equal e Forvoin i e ' lt.lllggmeﬁlzdl‘lbwhﬂw:lmd;nm:sm

policies,the delte had lit o ofer Harris tougheronimmigration 1 coptingent. we have §4 para-athicics of

in 22020, but that was in Impuruwnh the wunmdmnlstrum’natmd. Trump vewed to
continue pursuing an isol are Act.In
4 debsate that was more ammajemm tlmn plans, voters are likely 1o be persuaded by
the personality of the nominees. After Tuesday, Harrs cuts acompelling fiune,

VOICE OF THE FATHER

For James Earl Jones, his voice became a signature that
accompanied some great performances

NOFTEN-REPEATED INSULT, couched as wit, is telling someone “you have
a face meant for the radio”, James Earl Jones, who died on Manday at 93,
truly had a voice meant for the big screen. Initially, Jones did not even take
credit for his work in the frst Star Wars flm, A New Hope (1977 ). By then
an Dscar- inated. (e was anly the second Black actor to be
nominated in 1970, after Sidney I’allor]. and inthe I:ualnﬂs lnrdu‘ndos. .'ﬁs lhe wu’e ol
DarthVader, hewas both the andl, with ane of th
ablockbuster|“Luke, | am your father”} the missing, prodigal father figure, With Mufasa,
thie Anticus Finch-like paternal archetype in Disney's The Lion King, Jones becamse the volce
of wisdom far children acrass the world,

Inalesser, bess prolific actor, the wide resonance of Darth Viader and Mufasa, across gen-
eratbons, could have lmited thelr artistic output. But for James Earl Jones, like Morgan
Freeman and Amitabh Bachchan, the volce became a signature that accompanied some
wreat performances, In Fleld of Dreams| 1989), Jones's “the people will come" speech be-
came, for many Americans, the metaphor for and symbol of that ethereal on that

he had

whom 32 are women. They competed in 11
of the 12 sports that India is participating in.
The Paris Games will go down in history as
one where India’s para-athletes proved that
all we were waiting for was an opportunity.
Thisis the resubt of a combination of changes
= at the policy, parasponts administration and
societal level,

Ater Rio, people began to realise that be-
ing a woman with disabilities does not have

Sportsstarted bej
puwmd.ummmfarﬂmmdmmm
st i timstilled

clate their “ability beyond disabllity”.
Lintil recently, para-sports were treated as
charity, Our federation, the Paralymple

Uil recently, para-sports
were treated as charity, Our
federation, the Paralympic
Committee of Inclia, had the
status of an NGO, Tvwas
omly after para-sports

fed
sports that ad- Iu»u-m pave
way to professionalism.

Committee of India, had the status of an NGO,
It was only after para- Sports were main-

scholarships to promising athletes,
~ The performance of any nationat intema-

strearned the same
wlmmalﬂe-bodlcdsmlsﬂmt ack-hoclsm
gave way to predessionalism, Our federation
Ieadership s now athlete-centric. We are now
playing a crucial role in training achletes, The

ance and helps enhance athletes’ careers,
From planning when to send them for inter-

fication dane — an onvi‘rnnmenlnl'apuning
excellence is being fostered,

ton, but rather o its sporting population, I
we want more medals, we need to have a
larger number of people playing and for mone
women towin, we need i have more women
imthe field,

At Paris, we sent women in a langer num-
ber of sports and with different categories of
disabilities. When Sheetal picks wp her bow
with her feet, cradles it against her chin and
torso, alms and shoots, hitting the bullseye, |

Thiese palicy chang ath
letes much-neecled access to :mrnnu'nt
funding. 1 was able to train on my terms for
Rio because of the Target Olymple Podium
Scheme(TOPS), which allows full funding for
the athletes in the excellence pool to cus-
tomise their training. | had a conditioning
coach, a nurse assistant, a mental atmmh

gELE wjas. Wt her it s yourg women
with paralysis, visual impairment, short
stature, cerebeal palsy. limbdeficienciesor in-
tellectual impairments, they have all ralsed
the tricolour st Paris. ] feel every step they take
Is.agiant keap for women's empovwerment,

A lot has been done and a lot needs to be
done. | am looking forward to the day when

thintes i

trainer,and a physiot! I

mntlﬂclwymaniwlmntdnnc.mﬁ\-
tors helped me focus on traindng.
Wie have so much une inour

apnr!.CI'\nnue Isalwm'mrmmnl.ﬂ —'mh:'
global Paralympic Mevemnent, we believe that

country, They mdmmnltlcs not sym-
pathy. We need robust District Paralympic
Committees to find talent from the grass-
roots, P Narendra Modi's Khebo India is a
step in this direction. Taking a cue from this,
the POl conducted the National Youth Para
Gamies after a gap of 10 years and gave out

" port aned the daughters of
India have proven this to be true,

wralympic
Medallist, jmwpmm of the

Paralymypics Committer af dio and Podma
Stari Khel Ratna recipient. Sangwan is a
frewlanoe jourma st

Irelies reason - hope, His powerful voice, along with the ability to inhabit chasacters,
sometimes complex (as in Cry, the Befoved Country, the 1995 flm set in Apartheid South
Mdrica) at others, comic (Comng to Amerdca ), lent gravitas to every role,

It might seem like Jones i with hisvoice. But as a child, he
had a pronounced stutter, which he found got better when he memeorised poetry or prose
ey reaed ot Joucd. Wha seemed like a “gift from god ", then, owes tothe actor's drsnmaawr

anatural acl

oome his weakness, That, perhaps, can beone maorne lesson — i ay |

— from the man who was, for decades, the voice of the father.

T B n B

SEPTEMBER 12, 1984, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

26 TAMILS KILLED

THE BULLET-RIDDLE D BODIES of 26 Tamils
were picked up frem two places at
Poovarasankuppam, near 5 Lanka's north
Vavuniya town after a Colombo-JafTfna pri-
vate passenger bus was hijacked by men in
Army uniform, according to informed
sources, The sources, whodid not want to be
identifie, sai

Al and 50 passengers.

ASSEMBLY ADJOURNED

THE ANDHRA PRADESH Legislative
Aasermbly, whichmet ina atmos-

phere, wasadjourned nnmthe pandeme-  kameez gave the pistol to the leader of the
nium weventheloneitem  hijackers. The | B also indicated
on the agenda — a that arich In Punjab was behind
The session broke off in less than two min-  the hijacking.

wtes when shouts drowned the reacing of
the resolution by the pro tem Speaker M
Baga Reddy,

HIJACKERS' PAK LINK

THE HIJACKERS OF the Indian Airlines
Boeing, which was hijacked to Dubai last
month, have confessed that a pistol was
handed over to them at the Lahore airport,
according to AIR. Quoting a spokesman of
the CBL AIR said a tall ga salwar

SHow GONE WRONG

THE INDIAN TOUR of the New York
Philharmonic Orchestra had a cacophonous
beginning as scoresof members of the troupe
walked out of their rooms in Ashok Hotel
complaining of bugs, cockroaches, flth and a
foul smell, Bymrunl. miany had shifted to
other hotels i the city. The press was denied
phmagru:lu of the troupe which had them

about Tilee tactics,

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .
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Controversy over Mumbai’

SRISHTIKAPOOR
MUMBRAI SEFTEMBER 11

EARLIER THIS month, the Centre approved
the transfer of 256 acres of salt pan land in
Mumbai to the Dharavi Redevelopment
Project Pyt Ltd (DRPPL), a joint venture be-
tween Adani Realty Group and the
Maharashtra government,
for building rental howsing
for shum dwellers.

This invited criticism
from opposition leaders
and environmentalists,
‘whi said tha the decision to “benefit Adani™
would damage the fragile ecosystem. Shiv
Sena leader Aaditya Thackeray accused the
state government of “selling” Mumbai to the
business tycoon.

What are salt pan lands?

EXPLAINED

ENVIRONMENT

to development), this ecosystem is instru-
mental in protecting the city from flooding,.

According to the Coastal Regulation Zone
((CRZ notification of 2011, the ecologically sen-
sitive salt pans fall under CRZ-1B category,
where no economic activity is allowed with
the exception of salt extraction and natural
mas eeploration.

Inall, 5,378 acres of Land in Mumbai have
been designated as salt pan
lands, approximately nine
times the sizeof the Dharavi
slum About 31% of this land
s located in residential and
commercial belts, and
roughly 480 acres are encroached upon, a
2014 study by the state found.
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EXPLAIN]

salt pans: why do these lands matter?

—
-
4

‘Workers at a salt pan in Wadala,
Mumibai, Nirnal Farindron,

The same study found that about 1672 acres
of Mumbai's more than 5,000 acres of salt pan
I.mdsan: ‘developable”.

{17095 acres) and Maharashira( 12662 acres).

salt at risk?

60,000 acres
demarcated as salt pan lands, spread across

They compeise L

1a, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Madu,

where seawater flows inat certain times, and
leaves behind salt and other minerals. Abong
with Mumbai's mangroves (also at risk due

Odisha, Gujarat, and Karnataka. Andhra
Pradesh (20,716 acres) boasts the largest ex-
panse of such land, followed by Tamil Nadu

40% OF AMAZONRAINFORESTMOST

VITALTOCLIMATE

SCIENTISTS AGREE that preserving the
Amazon rainforest is critical to combating
global warming, but new data published
on'Wednesday indicate huge swathes of
the jungles that are vital to the world's
climate remain unprotecte d.

Mearly 40% of the areas of the Admazon
rainforest most critical to curbing climate
change have not been granted special gov-
ermment protection, as either nature or in-
digenous reserves, according to an anaky-
sis by nomprofit Amazon Consenation.

The areas lie in the far southwest of

hi inPeru farnortheast
in Brazil, French Cuiana, and Suriname,
the data show.

Those parts of the Amazon have the
biggest, densest trees and the mast con-
tinuous canopy cover, said Matt Finer, who
leads Amazon Conservation's Monitoring
of the Andean Amazon ﬁujcct[ww’l
That
Ibon, which would be released umthc at-
mosphere as climate-warming green-
house gas if the jungle is
destroyed by fire or logging.

What satellite data show
Amazon  Conservation

analysed new data from the

satellite imaging company

ISUNPROTECTED

The Amazon rainforest is critical for
the planet. Wikimedia Commans

maonth showing that the Amazon con-
tained 715 billion tonnes of carbon,
roughly double the global carbon diox-
ide emissions for 2022, That analysis
showed that the Amazon
just barely absorbed more
carbon than it released inthe
decade leading up to 2022, a
positive signal for the

world's climate.
But that remains an area

Planet that used lasers to get a PAPER of intense debate, with other
three dimensional picture of studies  showing  the
the forestand combined itwith CLIP Amazon has flipped to be-
machine-| ing mode COME a1 eMESSHNS Source,
Only aboveground vege- As the effects of anthro-
tation was considered, and pogenic cimate change be-

not underground carbon in
roots and soils,

MAAFs analysis shows that 61 % of the
peak carbon areasin the Amazon are pro-
tected as indigenous reserves or other
protected lands, but the rest generally has
no official designation.

In Erazil, Suriname and French Guiana,
only 51% of peak carbon areas are labeded
for preservation. Peru protects a higher
proportion of its critical areas, but some
of the areas that have been left unpro-
tected have been earmarked for logging.

come more stark with each
passing day, the Amazon becomes one of
‘the most valuable assets for the planet's
health. Scientists say that if the Amazon
becomes an emission source instead of a
carbon sink — which absorbs carbon
from the atmosphere — the impact on the
planct may be catachysmic.

That is why the data published by
Amazon Conservation are important. "It
really Just Eivies this ow:m]l roadmapin

nareas
that are important to protect.” Finer said.
They reallyindicate the most pristine parts

the Amazon matters of the Amazon that still remai said.
MAAP published an analysis last REUTERS
DRISHTI ‘:‘ 8010 208 000
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Land is at a premium in Mumbai. Salt
pans are among the last *undeveloped”
parcels of land, thus far protected by the
Ministry of Emaronment and Forests under
the stringent CRZ norms, But this has not

SHUBHAJIT ROy

DEMOCRATIC candidate and Vice President
Kamala Harris trumped former President
Donald Trump in their presidential debate
on Teesday (Wednesday moming in [ndia),
hurymg the gha&r of President ]u: Bld.cn 5
disastrou: in the Jur

The debate, held with the race for the
‘White House poised on a knife's edge, ac-
cording to a number of opinion polls, could
turn oast to be a pivotal moment of the cam-
paign. Interestingly, the assassination at-
tempt on Trump, which was seen as the
defining moment in the race at the time,
barely figured in the debate.

Here are the 5 key takeaways,

Smiling Kamala Harris got
under Donald Trump's skin

Harris browsght out her prosecutorial skills
tocharge at Trump's past — his criminal con-
wictions, the January & Capitol Hill attack on
his watch, and the fact that world leaders
laughat him, Trumpwas provoked — he was

stopped state governments from rying to
aceuire these lands from the Centre, for var-
ious development projects.

Chief. en the devel

ment of low-cost housing for Mumbai's
slum-dwellers, a part of former Chief
Minister Devensdra Fadnavis's plan tocreate
a“slum-free Mumbai".

In 2015, Fadnavis zeroed in on 400 acres
of salt pan land along the Eastern Express
highway in Mulund to relocate shems under

0
@ieExplained
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Sena, threw Uddhav out of power, and
browght Fadnavis back to the d

com

rainfallin mnglc daycmrd\l\ndﬁputad hoss
oflves

Maharashtra. The Mahayuti gove mmcm
proposed building affordable housing for
Dharavi slum dwellers under the DRPPL on
the Wadala salt pan land.

Why do salt pans matter?
Environmentalist Stalin D, director of

NGO Vanashakei, said that construction over

salt pan lands will result in flooding in

scheme,

Goenka said: "0n lhcunchand.lhc BOV-
emment’s Mumbai Climate Action Plan ac-
knowledges the threats of climate change in
Mumbai, but on the other hand, the Centre
and state governments are aiming to make
buildings in an area which prevents flooding
inthe city”

Salt pans, which, along with the man-
groves, stop the city from flooding, also host

the Slum Rehabilitation Authority (SRA)  Mumbai's eastern suburbs. various species of birds and insects. Goenka
nt also planned “Salt pan: \l—lyh\ga said Mumhal s Developmeent Plan 2034 ig-
to wse much of the remaining 5,000 acresof — and water receivec UOTeS 5L ility, but also exhibits com-
salt pan land for affordable housing. cumulated here, \‘\hhcrlmmThmx:crn:kalsn plete disregard for the flora and fauna that
However, Fadnavis's plans were put on — flows in during high tide and gets collected — will be impacted.
in the salt pans, preventing flooding in the Goenka al

hobd after Uddhav Thackeray became chief
ministerin 2019, But the Thackeray
ment too set its eyes on a 102-acre salt pan
land in Kanjurmarg in 2020 as an alternative
location fior the metrocar shed originally set
tobe builtin the green bclrodﬂan:'y This de-
! iscurmenthy p matter
is pending before the Bombay High Court.
Current Chief Minister Eknath Shinde's
rebellion in 2022 caused a split in the Shiv

eastern suburbs. If the salt pans are coverad
owing to construction, areas like Vikhroli,
Kanjurmarg, and Bhandup will definitely go
underwater during heavy rain,” Stalin said.
Environmentalist and Conservation Action
Trust chief Diebi Goenka said it is the salt pans
i ¥ for the past-

of

1by 2005 defuge, wh
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Trump vs Harris: 5 takeaways

The debate, held with the race for the White House poised on a knife's edge, could turnout to be a pivotal
moment of the campaign. A range of issues came up, but India would have noted some silences as well

Customers at a sports bar in New York watch the debate on TV, The New York Times

quality of life
for the relocated slum-dwellers who will be
moved o these kow-lying lands. “What qual-
ity of life will they have in an area that will
submerge every year? Howis this affordable
howsing? The cost of filling land, building a
foundation, corrosion and water proofing,
among many other measures to make the
land suitable for habitation, in fact, makes
this project extremely expensive,” he said.

When Trump brought up the disastrous
WS withdrawal om Afshani ring
she supported Biden's decision to pull out,
but stopped short of supporting the manner
mwhichitwas done. Instead, she focused on
the fact that LIS taxpayers’ money was not
being spent, and American soldiers were no
longer in the combat zone.

4 Harris backed Biden, but
underlined she isn't him

Harris tried todistance herself from theun-
popularity of Biden, saying she was different
from not just Trump, but from Biden as well.
She spelt this out directly once, and through-
out the debate, she kept saying “let's tum the
page” She did spell out some of her policy po-

itions, but did not indetail

the scheduled 90 minutes,

3 Economy, abortion, and
md immigration dominated
Theeconomy, abortion, immigration, and

health care were among the top issues that
featured in the debate,

Thc assassination mmpt anTmmp that

Harris, who took

Trump's commitment to a peaceful transfer

of power, went to her campaign themse: “let’s

turnthe page”.

3 On foreign policy, Trump
bragged, Harris cautious

‘When Trump criticised Bi
of the economy, Harris reminded him that
the Biden-Harris administration had inher-
ited the economy from the Trump adminis-
tration. In his trademark style of calling hisri-
vals names, Trump called Harris a*Marxist”,

The dehate on politics becamr: heated as

The c parred on the Russia-
Ukraine and Israel-Hamas wars, and the
withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan.

Harris sought to paint Trumpin Viadimir
Putin's corner, and said Putin will be in Eyiv
if Trump becomes President. Trump accused
Harris of failing to negotiate un behalfof the

angry, almost yelling, trying her.
‘While he failed to press the Vice President
enough on her weaknesses, she succeeded
imbaiting him time and again.

At the beginning of the encounter, Harris
mr.luc:l towards Trump to shake his hand —

firstrr
handsha]u: between Trump and arival pres-
idential candidate since 2016,

The former President was fact-checked
Iivee by ABC neewvs anchors and debate hosts
Diavid Muir and Linsey Davis — a first for a
presidential debate. Inthe Biden-Trumpde-
bate hosted by CNM in June, there was no live
fact-checking.

‘When Trump spoke, Harris typically had
a half-smile on her face, maybe a quarter-
smibe, and she then tumed to the camera to
speak toviewers. Trumpﬁn:lylauhcd ather,

Harri Trurmp* Project
2025, a conservative agenda for his possible
second term, called him a convicted felon,
and said that bored listeners beave his polit-
ical rallies earhy.

This riled Trump, who has always cared
about crowd sizes — awell-known weakness
that was used by the Indian government to
imipress him through the Hovdy Modi rally
in Houston in 2019 and the massive crowds
in the streets of Ahmedabad and at the
Mamaste Trump event at the Marendra Modi
stadium in February 2020,

Trump acoused Harris of being responsi-

Biden administration hiiswas
something she had neverbeen tasked todo.

Trump said he would talk to both
Presicents Putin and Ukraine's Volodymmyr
Zelenskyy, but refused to say that he backed
Ukraine's victory. He only said he would
bring the war o an end as President elect —
that is, bebween Movember, when the elec-
tion will take place, and January, when the
new LIS President takes charge.

Harris said she hacked lsrael's right to de-
fend itself, but also committed toa two-state
solution and referred to the plight of the
I‘alrstmlans - walklngthc fine line in a

ble for illegal i He referred toa
conspiracy theory about immigrants earing
peaple’s pet dogs and cats. At one point,
Harris responded, 'Talk about extreme.”
Theexchanges were sharp, and Harris re-

and instead addressed the hosts

‘While there was much distussion over the
debate rule on muting of microphones, ABC
Mewesallmwed the candidates to joust at times
by keeping the mics on, Unsurprisingly, the
debate wenton for about 15 minutes beyond

peated a line that she has been
using to describe Trump's statements: the
“same old and tired lies",

Trump denied having a role in the

ic minefield,

China was mentioned a few times —
Harris accused Trump of being a sell-out;
Trump said China, Russia, and North Korea
were scared of him,

Harris said world leaders laughed at
Trumip; he countered that he had been en-
dorsed by Viktor Orban The Hungarian Prime
Minister is known for his authoritarian ma_l,s
and Harris Lt

fa Jowaves fi e, when
Trump himself brought it up. Trump also
avnided doubling down on Harris's Indian-
vs-Black-identity d.cba'tr and tried to steer
clearofthe derogatory "Blackjobs™
Fue had made earlier. 1 don't care,” he said,
Trump, who responded to attacks by
Harris throughout the debate, tried hard to
paint her as a Biden surmgate, and to link her
o the failures of the Biden administration,
When Harris talked about her plans to
create jobs and a future-focused “opportu-
nity economy”, Trump made his best come-
back of the night: "Why didn't you do it in
the last three-and-half vears?™

5 For India, there was some
relief in debate’s silences

There was no mentionof India during the
debate — either in the positive or in a nega-
tive way. That was a relief to many in South
Block tracking the debate,

The mostly negative tone about China
was an impartant takeaway for many in
India's foreign policy establishment. It
seemed clear that both candidates viewed
Beijing as arival and a threat to the LS.

There was no mention of high tariffs on
gmd.iand services from India, uraput:m'lal

1 and skilled

Terrorismwas mentioned in the context
of Hamas, but no big-picture strategicissues
came up — such as the situation and com-
mitment to the Indo-Pacific, terrorism in
other parts of the world, and the threats to
global energy and food security becawse of
the two ongoing wars. This also reflected the
in icfocus of the debate — itwas

January G attacl, but deflecte leedd if
he had any regrets about what happemed.

that Trump admires strongmen and du:umu

primarily about America.

Do performances in debates matter? Here’s when they apparently did

ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEW DELHI. SEFTEMBER11

PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES in the US are often
seen as made-for-television spectacles,
pacton election cut-

which

listened-inon the radio thought Nixon fared
better. In the words of Frank Stanton, then
the president of CBS, “Kennedy was bronz-
ed beautifully_ Nixon looked like death.”
Modern assessments agree that the im-
pact of the debate (and the three subse-

msOnw]n av\dull: howvever, they move:

season)is likely
That said, itwa:

of the race, Here are five such instances,

tal momsent for American politics, the first
time the public got the chance o see the
two presidential candidates together.

1960: JFK won the looks battle

Jobhn F Kennedy took on Richard Nixon
in the first ever televised debate on
September 26, 1960. The iconic debare,
which helped proped JFK to stardom and the
presidency, established the dictum that “ap-

PEArances matter”.

Asthe popular narrative goes, those who
watched the debate on TV believed that
Kenmedy, who wore makeup and looked
young, swe ptthe floor although those who

1976: Ford's fatal faux pas
Anoff-the-cuff comment made inthe sec-

and Gerald R Ford on October &, IQTB mlght
have cost the latter the election. |

ond televised debate between Jimimy Carter

Accords, Ford said: *There is no Soviet
domination of Eastern Europe, and thrn:
never will be under a Ford admi

ninse days, ¢ icin-

terest. They also experimented with formats.

He doubled down by saying, “I don't be-

town-hall style contest, with
candidates sitting on stools surrounded on
¥ Presi

lieve that the Poles consider

SE0TEE

dominated by the Soviet Union.”
Ford's statements invited

the ire of the media, and cost

himsu from voters whose

families had crossed the iron

curtain to escape ¢

HISTORY

HW Bush was caught on camera looking at
his watch while a voter asked
himabout the national debt.
But the highlight of the
debates was that they fea-
tured three candidates —

rule. In a super-close election,

thiswas pivotal to the outcome. Many trace

Ford's Joss in the elecioral college to his de-

featin Ohio by just 11,000 vwotes — aswing of

6,000 votes um]d have allowed him to re-
Catholic

the debate, the fortunes of the incumbent
Ford were trending upwarcds, with Carter's
onice 33-point lead down to single digits.
Then Ford made a famous gaffe.
Responding to a question on the Helsinki

immigrants from Eastern Europe formed a
significant share of the vote in the state.

1992: Perot plays spoilsport
The 1992 debates took place over just

Republican Bush Sr, Democrat
challenger Bill Clinton, and Reform Party
nominee Ross Perot, who secured 18.9% of
the popular vote, winning support from
across the po]ll:u:a] spectrum.

Bush S ign believed that Perot

director later said.

2000: 'Know-it-all' Gore

‘W Bush, the eldest son of Bush
Sr, bost the popular vote to Vice President Al
Gore, butwon 271 vates in the electoral col-
lege, just one more than the required ma-
jority. Gore's performance in the closest US
elections till date did not help.

In terms of substance, Gore did not fare
‘too poorly. What put voters off was his de-
meanour, During the first debate, live mics
caught Gore sighing loudly, rolling his eyes,
and shaking his head in frustration as Bush
spoke. During the third debate, inwhat was
;uvmr;lm'mn.n' imidation, G

cost the pnmdmt asecond term, "He got us
off message. that

selves in — particularly the debates with
him — caused President Bush to underper-
form,” Mary Matalin, Bush Sr's campaign

epaperindianexpresscom BN BB

s lectern as Bush spoke.

'I'm'.I'I'MEM@zmewmtrmZmD' “last
week, George W Bush and Al Gore stood at
podiums, and Gore, as befitting the furni-
ture, gave what came across as a becture:
worrecting his opponent, holding forth, sigh-

ing in exasperation at Bush's answers. The
punidits and the polls agreed: Gore had won
the debate, Then he lost: within a week,
Bush had opened up a lead in several polls,
as voters apparently decided they were
tired of Professor Know-le-AlL"

2024: Biden appears senile

The political career of President joe
Biden effectively ended on the night of June
27, after what has been called by some as
the most “embaressing” debate perform-
ance of all time,

The Bl-year-old came across as inco-
herent to the point of appearing senile.
Biden's voice was wealk, answers unlnn.'l-
ligible, ashec
gaffe after gaffe.

Wi finally beat Medicare!” he said at
one point, referring tothe popular national
health insurance programme for the eld-
erly that he has long championed.
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The start-up nation

India must follow three Es model — education, entrepreneurship, employment — to build a robust
ecosystem that can sustain economic growth

CHINTAN VAISHNAV,
SHASHANK SHAH,
ASHISH PANDEY AND
Rourr Gurera

IN THE LAST 10 years, the growth of the
Indian econony has been fuelled by three
ance-in-a-generation events, One, from the
government’s side, the creation and roll-out
of UPlexpanded access to digital payments
Tor crores of citizens, Two, from the industry
side, the telecom revolution made afford-
able data accessible to crores, Three, the pan-
demde gave a huge Allip o e-commerce and
startups, To sustain this growth, there is a
need for solutions to create a long-term
roadmap for a robust Indlan economy.
Integration of certain key sub-systems can
play a major role,
Multiiateral

have f ted
Indlia as a “bright spot” en the global eco-
nomic horzon, In 2024, India's estimated
nominal GO is $3.9 erillion, India took GO
rs after Indepenclence to reach the §1 tril-
on GDP mark. The second trillion took
wwnymr\.mdthuhlld.mﬁwedm 2019,
took five, In 2022, we surpassed the UK
Toecome the fifth-largest economy,

India is now home to the third largest
startup ecosystem with more than 1.4 lakh
Department for Frometion of Industry and
Internal Trade-registered startups, It adds a
greater number of startups per day than any
other country and has witnessed the addi-
tian of ene unicorn every 20 days over the
last seven toeight years. This ccosystem has
Teen fed by top-tier higher education insti-
vutions [ HELS) like the ITTs and 113 and those
i Ther 11 cities.

The government’s push towards capital
expenditure coupled with telcos-led inter-
net pcnttr.\llun.md data .m:cnlball:y h.u

~

Learning. Robatics and Mechatronics, the
rate of recruitment for routine jobs may de-
crease, and the need for highly-skilled em-
ployees will rise.

Can innevation and entrepreneurship
present a route through which India may
amplify the rate of employment opportuni=
ties? India's startup data since 2017 presents
apromising pcture, DPIT-recognised start-
ups have created more than 155 lakeh direct
Job opportunities. In 2023, these startups
generated 3.9 lakh jobs, representing a46.6
per cent year-on-year increase, and a 217.3
per cent increase over a five-year period, In
the US, in 2022, nearly 37 lakh new jobs
were created by its startup ecosystem,
According toa 2024 Cl Report, start-ups anc
their corporate counterparts injected an im-
pressive $140 billion inte the Indian econ-
omy in FY23, that is, nearly 4 per cent of
Inclia’s GOP, Compare this to the LK where
startups annually contribute £196 billion.
This amounted to 8.6 per cent of the UK's
GOPin FY23. There is significant room for
growthin India,

A success driver of the startup

played a huge robe in the

startupecosystem. With oneof the chmpm
dlata rates in the world, India is home o over
B0 crore internet users and 120 crore cell
phone users, Every farmer added to the dig-

ital ecosystem presents an oppertunity for
application of new agri-based solutions,
every student added for afford able e-learmn-

ing, and every rural citizen for financial in-
clusben, For a startup, this expansion lowers

L ¥ the US and UK is the propor-
tion of students opting for entrepreneurship
post higher education, A 2021 global survey
of 2,67 lakh undergraduate and graduate
students from 58 countries revealed that
arcursd 11 per cent own and run businesses.
In the US, 16 per cent of students plan tostart
their own businesses; about 5 per cent in
the UK and 4 per cent mC‘nIna choose o

the cost of acquiring customers dramatically,

puirsise
lmmrnpn.uc:ubcnaumrt oursehves

How can we build on this 1m ko
achieve the exponential growth that India
envisages o become \-'Iksf: Bharat iy

In 2023, India surpassed China to be-
come the most populous country in the
world, Estimates indicate that India will re-
main among the youngest countries till
2070, This has implications for our higher
education system, Currently, over 4.3 crore
students in India are enrolled in 1168 uni-
versitles and 45473 colleges, As per AISHE
reports, around a crore gradwates join the
workforce annually. This number s esti-
mated toincrease to 1,75 crore by 2035 and
24 crore by 2050, The rate of growth of em-
ployment opportusities based on students
secking jobs after gradusation may not be ad-
equate. With the advent of Industry 5.0
based technologies like Al and Machine

with the entrepr hip trends in lead-
ing economies. Today, as shown by the

2024 survey ol IIT Bombay gradu-
ates, in the best of Indian HEIs, less than 2
per cent of graduating students opt for en-
treprencurship, What would be the impact
I Indian gracuates mache cholces ke their
peers inother leading economies?

I 5 per cent of Indian students opted
for entreprenceurship, the country would
have 5 lakh new entrepreneurs every year.
Assurning 290 per cent failure rate, nearly
50,000 startups would survive, Given the
present averages, this woulkd create 5.5 lakh
direct jobs and nearly 55 lakh indirect and
g jobs annually, It would mean contribut-
ing an additional 1 per cent to the present
labour force every year: or adding jobs
eqquivalent to those created by five con-

165 per cent of Indian
students opted for
entrepreneurship, the country
would have 5 lakh new
CNLIEPIEnEuTs every year
Assuming a 90 per cent
failure rate, nearly 50,000
startups would survive,
Given the present averages,
this would ereate 5.5 lakh
dlirect jobs and nearly 55 lakh
indirect and gig jobs annually,
Tewould mean contributing
an additional 1 per cent to the
present labour force every
year; or adding jobs
exquivalent to those created by
five conglomerates of the siee
of the Tata group every year.

© R Sasikumir

glomerates of the size of the Tata group
every year. This is a simplified perspective
to convey the magnitude of the opportu-
nities that can be created by intentionally
integrating the three Es of education, en-
treprencurship and employment to
achieve rapid economic growth.

We need to rethink the success metrics
of HELs. A magor metric for any HE is limited
to its ability to place students in high-pay-
ing jobs. To catalyse the 3E model, we need
to add the creation of students- and re-
searchers-led entrepreneurial ventures as
an important metric to measure and rank
HELs. Further, achieving success in this new
metric would not be possible without a sys-
tematic approach involving academia-in-
dustry linkage for nurturing, supporting.
mietoring, and funding graduate, postgracl-
uate, doctoral and faculty-level research
Icleas into successful ventures, The experi-
ence of leading economies indicates the po-
tential of this linkage, Over a 20-year-period,
.1c.mc|11ru'ch|rwlrrlnthcl]‘icnntrihulrd
over §1 trillion to industry output, over hall
atrillion to GOE and created over 40 lakh
Jobs. Inextricably linked to the suceess of
such industry-academia osmosis is the US's
global leadership in RED expenditure at 3.4
percent of the GDP. India's RED investments
stancl at 0.7 per cent, OF this, R&D in HEls is
only abaut 10 per cent.

To compete with leading economies,
Incdia will need to transition from loaking at
higher education as a social sector, to de-
veloping it from a strategle perspective.
Intcurannn higher education with entre-

p through a ic ap-
{;mqh in prd agogy and research, and
uileling a robust academia-industry inter-
face can have an impressive effect on eco-
nomic growth while also creating employ-
ment, From a linear approach to growth
with individual positive outcomes in edu-
cation, entrepreneurship, and employ-
ment, India needs to transition to a syner-
gistic paradigm  where  education,
entrepreneurship and employment are in-
tegrated for achieving expenential eco-
nomic growth during the Amrit Kaal,

Vaishney is Mission Director Atal
Tmowiation Mission (AN, Shah is Seniar
Speciatist, NIT! Aayog; Ashish Pandey is
Younyg Profission andﬂwumrm is
Programme Lead at AIM. Views are persomal

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“She [ Kamala Harvis] should also continue to show that she takes seriously the
pewer andl responsibility of government to improve Ameriean life, Americans

need and deserve a president committed to that work." =

THENEW YORK TIMES

When rich states
get richer

From manufacturing to services, consumption,
wealth and growth are skewed towards southern
and western India. This is deepening inequalities

ter educated, and their children are more
likeeby to have better health,

While wages in UP and Bihar, a3 well as
other parts of the country, may well be
Jorwer, they aren't enough of an incentive for

Tt Theaclvar
ith and westerr the
anu i | I anex

[SHAN BAKSHI

isting manulacturing and services base, a
skilled financial networks and

IN 2023-24, THE average income of a pee-
son residing in Andhra Pradesh was
roughly four times lh.\ta( someone | In

infrastructure, among others, have only al-
lowed them to leverage their strengths,
making them the centre of economic grav-
uyatlsuhllw mmn.lnd consumption

Bihar, While it i
future growth rates will I:M:.mly Inllnr
with past trends, let's assume that both
states will continue to grow at the same
pace they have over the past decade or so,
I that case, the gap between an sverage
person’s income in the two states would
only rise further — to around four-and-a-
half times by the end of this decade, And
Andhra has the lowest per capita income

il the effects are vis-
1I:Ie Mlgnlflcant !I\.m of the global eapa-
Eality centres that are being set upare located
in the cities of Bengalury, Hyderabad and
Chennad,and inMurmbal and Pene, The new
Bsursts of manufactusing activity, a conse-
quenceof policies ke the production-linked
incentive scheme, are also found toa larger
exttent in the southern and western states,
Takealoak at the Apple ecosystem — iis con-

among the richer southern states, tract manufacturers such as Foxconn are
Consideran albernate scenario, Intheun- — largedy located in these regions, And of the
likely eventthat thel b trah fespe-  five s tor projects apy

verse - Bihar grows at the pace that Andhra
Pradesh has, while Andhra chugs along at
the pace Bihar has — thenevenafter 15 years
ol sustaining this growth trajectory, aneven
mare unlikely event, an average person re-
sidding in Andheawould sill be three times as
rich as one in Bihar. The question is: Is even
this degree of comvergence possible? And if
s, what will drive Bihar's growth? Andhra
and Bihar are just examples. One could re-
place Andheawith the other southem states,
and Bihar with some of the northem, cen-
tral and eastern states, but the question
wisuld still remain (Average income has
been measured in terms of per capéta net
state domestic procuct at current prices ).
Both policy interventions and market
forces now seem tobe reinforcing the man-
ufacturing and services ecosystem in the
southernand western states, Also, possibly,
the unclerlying growth structure of the econ-
dto this di i

;Et‘;mcﬁ.ﬁlwntl1l&wlll—llw chasmbetween
the richer d and

Centre, four are in Gujarat,

Some cities like Noida and Ghaziabad
Benedit from thelr praximity to Delhi. These
two cities account for 4G per cent of all for-
mual jobs kn Uttar Praclesh | those contribat-
ing to EPFOY. The steacy budldup of infra-
structure — highways, airports — may also
provicke a burst of econamic momentum o
some parts of the state. But what happens
Beyond that

The fallout from a continuing divergence
in grosvth rates acroas these states will likely
be along predictable lines. The impetus to
migrate from poor o deh regions will only
increase,especially as maost of these ow-in-
come un:nns\mllwlnm higher popula-
i grow
tunities, This, in tuen, implies that the
pressure on the alreacy creaking infrastruc-
tuere o thee few big cities inthe north and the
onesin the west and the south will grow fur-
ther. The influx of migrants is Bkehy to leal i
even more wociferouws calls for eservation,

the poorer northern, central and eastern re-
w mrt' :Iv.- I:ulkn{lhc population re-

thcnwdlum term apnmlhll:y?

The southern region did benefit from
what Paul Krugman calls historical acci-
dents, as well as govemment policies and
market forces. The skill-intensive T sector
emerged and is still largely concentrated in
the southerm states, These five states alsoac-
count for 37 per cent of all Dctories as per
the Annual Survey of Industries. Of the top
20 exparting districts in the country, all but
two are bocated in western and southern
states, The five southern states also account
for 33 per cent of all formal sector employ-
ces (those contributing to EFFOLInthe earty
s, these states accounted for less than a
guarterof the Indian econormy. By 2022-23,
their share had risen to roughly a thied,
Comparisans with the rest of the country
would be even starker when adjusted for
thedr population, if we were o ever get the
actual population numbers, and not projec-
tions. Mot only are these states richer, but the
peaple living in these states are more likely
toliwe bomgger, they are more likely to be bet-

g in the private sector, From kocal
communities In the richer reglons, Similar
demands may be made by various caste
groups in the lower-income states because
of lack of jobs,

Governments, irrespective of their ide-
ological keanings, will respond by placing
greater emphasis on populism, opting for
mere fiscally imprudent transfers to com-
pensate for their inability to generate low-
skilledd jobs at the scale required, squeezing
out alleeations for mere productive forms
of spending. Such a growth trajectory also
malkes it more likely that the transferof fis-
cal resources from the southern states to
other parts of the country will continue,

The task of elfecting structural transfor-
mation is harder than many appreciate,
Henwever, while 15 years may not be a long
time inacoumntry's history, itisa long enough
period for governments Lo intervernse mm-
inthe Imadwﬂmd partsof the munl!'y.
especially, if the same party s in power, ei-
theerdirectly orin alianece, stbath the Centre
and the state,
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Edge in the American story

Harris-Trump debate showed the depth of the political divide in the US

RAJAN KUMAR

DEMOCRATS ARE BREATHING a sigh o relief
after Kamala Harris' performance at the
presidential debate in Philadelphia. She ex-
uded confidence, communicated key mes-
sages effectively, and skillfully cornered
Donald Trump on issues of abartion, the
Russia-Ukraine war, and his love for global
autocrats, She alsomanaged to distance her-
self from President Joe Biden, there by cover-
Ing herself from the blame for the misman-
agement of the economy and immigration.
I contrast, Trump stuck to his charae-
veristic style of speaking in superlatives,
cliched one-liners, and disparaging the op-
ponent's character. He frequently repeated
hiis Eavourite slogans: Democrats are “de-
stroying the country”, " Biden was the worst
president ever”, and that he would "Male
America Great Again®, The American audi-
ence |8 Lamiliar with Trump's vision and his
working stybe, Therefore, his strategy was to
treat Harris as an inheritor of Biden's poor
legacy and belittle her as incompetent and
unsuitable for the highest office.
Howwever, his strategy did not work in the
way I: had with Biden, Ho d:d neeclle Harris

audience with warnings that they would
likely witness a “bunch of lies" and a re-
peated mention of immigration from the
ather side, Further, she relied on Trumplan
language in characterising her rival asa
leader who created the “worst unemploy-
ment In history”, provoked the “worst at-
tack on democracy”, recorded the “worse
management of the pandemic” and left a
terrible trade deficit, Trump, on his part,
failed to appear convincing when he was
confronted with questions en Obamacare,
his bowe for autocrats, disregard for the rule
of law and intolerance for other races. In
terms of style and manner, he appeared
repetitive, exhausted, angry anc upset,
The presidential debate has become a
defining feature of the American electoral
process. It draws widespread media atten-
ticim, anel the stakes are high for the contest-
ants. Biden's disastrous performance in the
last presiclential debate in June bed to his exit,
paving the way for Harris. However, the ml

Tor years in media bytes,

The Harris-Trump debate created much
Iouizz because the contestants reprasent bwe
contrasting narratives of the US political
spectrum, Trump represents the conserva-
tive, White, rich, macho and cocky America.
He has cultivated a hyper-masculine per-
5004, I'rtquvnlly hn.unnu Jhnul fNouting
rulesand
ers believe that American wlcty:sdmn
erating because of the toxic Influence of
“wokes", liberalism and feminism.
Therefore, Trump is on a mission to restore
the American pre-eminence of the late 20th
century, not realising that the world is now
multipolar, His embrace of religious conser-
vatism, raclal supremacy and political pop-
ulism will make things worse for America
in the coming years.

Incontrast, Harris stancls for the ubtra-lib-
eral non-White, working-class, feminine and
rube-baund America Asa prosecutor, her in-
clination ks to work within the legal frame-

Impact of the debate on voting Is
not precisely known, For instance, Hillary
Clinton won the dolme .u.\ln!: Trump in

ona
border ssues and failures in Afghanistanand
West Asla, But she ducked those googhies by
mirraring Trump's poor performance and
oy disassoclating hersell from Biden's bad
legacy. In a smart meve, she prepared the

2016 but lost the Nonetheless,
these play a vital role in building leaders’
m|:u:.1l|rm&|mnsrl theeir images, and po-
tentially swaying uncecided voters, Exciting
moments of debates such as gaffes, awl-
‘ward gestures or humorous retorts resonate

wirk ruleoflaw, Her modest
h.wl;urnund influences her worldview, and
she has gained popularity among the youth,
women, immigrants and educated voters. IF
nat the winnes, the debate has established
her as a person who can confront a dema-
gogue and navigate a tense and chaoticenyvi-

ronment. Whether she defeats him in the
elections remains to be seen, but she suc-

oeeded i measuring up to Trump inthis rce,
Onthe issue of LIS foreign policy, Harris
will continue with the policies of the Biden
administration. She will prioritise Europe,
support Ukraine through NATO, and follow
the policy of coop ion and competit

NOT LESSER THAN

THIS REFERS TO the article, The hooks
our children need' (IE, September 100
We were heartened to see Yogendra
Yadavwrite so wonderfully about chil-
dren's literature, and found ourselves
nodding in agreement, There has been
anevident improvement in quality and
range of books in India. But there s a
need for more to be done to wrn the

“gains into a much-needed cultural
muwnwnt" It's critical that children's

trestage inour collec-

with China, Her views on Palestine, lald out
clearly in the debate, are different from
those of President Biden's. She favours the
two-state solution and is vocal about the
protection of Palestinian lives fram lsraeli
assault. Trump, on the sther hand, un-
abashedly inclines towards lsracl and
blames the Biden administration for the
Israel-Hamas war. Similarty, he holds Biden

and his team responsible for the Russia-
Ulkraine war, which, according to him, may
escalate intoa world war, He pledges toend
the Russia-Uleraine condlict within 24 hours
of his presidency by withdrawing support
Tar Volodymyr Zelenskyy,

Finally, Washington's strong ties with
New Delhi will persist irmespective of the
new incumbent in the White House. While
Trumpwill remain transactional in his deal-
ings with New Delhi, Harris will prioritise
LIS national interests and her commitment
to liberal values over any familial lineage.

The writer teaches at the School af
Intemational Studies, Jowaharlal Mehru

tive mindspace and in the media, Dne
point = the need to have “established
wiriters write books for children” — re-
ally struck us, Writing books for chil-
dren, as Yadavji podnted out, is not sim-
plistic or besser than. Children's book
makers spend decades on our craft, our
editors and art directors ane specialised,
and writing and lustration are hard-
carned skills,
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A POET'S PROPHECY

THIS REFERS TO the article, "A poet of
his times — and ours' (1E, Septe mber 111
It is a fact that Gajanan Madhayv
Muktibodh, the great poet and Marxist
criticin the Hindi literary workd did not
et the recognition he deserved, One ol
the reasons was that there was nobody
tocarry his Iru.w?* Forward inthe space.
Second, his writings were not easy to

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

understand and connect with contem-
porary social realities, i coubd certainky
Ibe more difficult for non-Hind) speak-
ing people. One of his best criticisms
was that of Kamayani by Jaishankar
Prasad, an albegorical poem which de-
pletic] the les initerplay of husman
l'rmnnns m ions bam onthe cul-
ture and philosophy of India, He fore-
s that Tuture beadership of the new
culture would be at the hands of the
lower class, and the rise of social justice
politics testify his prophecy.

LR Murm, bew Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the article, ' poet of his
times — and ours' (IE, Septembser 11).
Apart from being a leading light of
Prayegvach, Nayl Kahani and Mayi Kavita
movements  of Hindi literatwre,
Muktibodh was a poet of the masses
who spoke out against exploitation and
Tor human dignity, He was a tireless cru-
sadder wiho fought toth and nail against
the forces of communalism, casteism
and fascism, making him relevant in to-
day's India. Belonging toa Maratha fam-
iy settled in Malwa region of Madhya
Pradesh, he breathed inan air where lit-
erature and idealismwere highlyvalued.
He got his baptism im writing at horme,

par excellence. OF all his extensive body
of works, Chand Ka Muh Tedha Had, en-
dearing him to a wide Hindi audience,
s hailed as. a modem classic, His lier-
ary legacy continues o inspire mary,
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