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In the Maldives,
a welcome reset

The Island-nation seems to be realising the
need to balance between China and India.
Regaining its trust is imperative for India, too

n the wake of the maximalist position taken by

Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu after his

election last year, both Male and New Delhl

have taken steps to restore relations to an even
keel. Muizzu, who came to power on the back of an
“India Out’ eampalgn, demanded the withdrawal of
Indian personnel deputed to the Maldives to
operate three alreraft used malnly for
humanimrian missions. However, since he
attended the swearing-in of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in June, several signs have polnted
to i thaw in relations between the two countries,
This is underlined by a visit to India in May by
Maldivian foreign minlster Moosa Zameer, and
external alfairs minister 8 Jalshankar's visit last
wieek 1o the Maldives. At his meeting with
Juishankar, Muizew spoke of his administration’s
commitment to strengthening close connections
with Indla, which he described as one of the Istand
nation's closest allies and invaluable partners,
Jnishankar too said the Maldives is at the “heart” of
India’s Nelghiborhood First policy and cooperation
between the vwo countries has moved beyond the
traditional role and aspires to be i modem
partnership.

When the Maldives recently fueed economic
problems, it was India that agreed to the rollover of
treasury bills worth S50 million. New Delhi has also
ensured the uninterrupted supply of eritical items
such us food desplte the downturm in bilateral tes
and Male's perceived it towards Beijing since last
year, including measures to reduce Its dependency
on New Delhi, Indin's assistance, comprising o mix
of grants, loans and budgetary support, 1s based
completely on the developmental and
Infrastructure needs of the Maldives and has
touched the lives of the people, with even Mulbgzu
acknowledging that Itleads to skgnificant economic
benefits and boosts the local ecconomy.

Al of this points to a realisation in the Maldives
that there will always be a need w balance
between India and China, and any policy to simply
shut out New Delhi will not work in the long-run,
For India, regaining trust will be slow but erucial,
Eiven the current situation across the
nelghbourhood, A new beginning has been made
with Inela assuring itwill continue 1o partner the
Indian Ocean archipelngo on development, nnd a
percelved pro-China regime belng appreciative of
New Delhi's support. India too will do wedl to leamn
from its experiences in recent years by reaching out
to all segments of the Maldivian political
establishment.

Medals quest: Focus
on a few core sports

ne sitver, five bronze, six fourth-place
O finlshes and one medal bost (o rules — that is

the sum total of what India has achieved at
the Paris Olympics, It may, at first glance, seem like
a poor outcome given that India sent 17 athletes to
the Gaimes. But, if even a couple of those fourth-
place finishes —the most for Ingdla at any Olymple
Games — had come through, the country might
have had its best-ever Games, The gold medal was
mikssing, but very rarely can it be gunranteed, and it
ook a very special throw 1o beat Neera) Chopra into
second place, One reading of this Is that Indian
aportspersons are definitely performing better than
before and that, in turn, suggests the focus on sport
will start to pay off sooner rather than later.

Thiat focus, now, must be on how to convert these
near misses o medals, And that reguires a plan and
professionalism, [t also requires India to
concentrate on a few core sparts rather than spread
thie net 1o wide. China, with 40 gold medals, is
sliting atop the medals wble, with 23 of those
medals having come in just four sports — diving,
table tennis, shooting and weightlifting. The Unites
States has 40 golds, with 22 coming from athletics
and swimming, Seven of Australla’s 18 golds came
In swimming. Japan's 20 gold medals got a huge
boost from three sports that earned 14 of them,

The math i evident. India needs to double down
on shooting, wrestling and boxing. It will take time,
money and o sense of adventure to realise the
country's decam but one key Ingredient, the
athletes, I there, That Is where it all begins,

A win-win for India
& Indian Americans

Between the extremes of
migration and reverse
migration, is a tangible
space for collaboration
between India and the
diaspora in the US

1 you have watched the movie
Suadded, you Ild#ll serember s
scene where NASA schentist
Mohan Dhargar, Shah Rukh
Khai's chisrncter, |s Introduced
s miewnbers of the vil lageo pan-
chayat, I this dolightful exchange,
Mulununﬁp.mowlnmhhwh
in the Glahal Proci pltation Momsure-
ment prodoet at NASA, which helps
Toreeast extreme wenther svents and
s e ghobal clnute. Wihen bis
THANIY AT nlnlpllw e e xpha-
nation for the village elders, Mo
15 toled with a kavegh snd weolT that one
o thie vilkapers does this regpularty. AL
welileh podid, the saldd vilkiger loalis
upral the sky, sees it i clear, and lets
e villdge brvoww el 1 will likely nog
vain that day. An amused Molan
jprees e docs the same ol NASA
Evenvtuilly, Malan decides o use
Tals benow lodige nd whills 1o bolid »
Iy leetric povwer genenbian ficil-
ity fior the village. This b ot the Lpl-
ail ndinn American story one sees
play out mourinely, One i more
accusiomed fo hearing siories of
brain drain, of those who leave o
pursue the American Dream wnd
e look back, Yes, Khon's charae-
ter evaniua iy decides 1o move back

1o Irlin, bt hetwoers the extremes of
roigration and reverse migration s
tungible spce af impact and infla-
ence Lot can and should be tpped
L1ty o the Breraefl ol both countr cs,
The nuccess of the
Bl-million-strong Indian
Americin communty per-
haps belles its numerical
strenil, Desplle represent-

rigg 1.5% o the popalation of -

bijg basiness to the startup world as
well, co-founding 72 out of 648 1S
unicorns eperating in 2024,
Risenrch. innovatlon, amd noadermin
In the US have provided & platform
far the cammanity i son-
iribue further. Between
1975 and 2014, the share of
IS pasents with Indiam-orl-
i bamevatons jumpsd from
around 2% fo 0%, Th

the Unlied Statea (LIS, this MR urt, food and festivaly,
cornu iy Ran mi  Indian iave alws
Lo s vawes, From politics, s Fostered o greater under-
corporaie loadership, onire: stancing and appreciation
proneurship, snd Innovie ol Inalinn ealture in the US,
thon 0 cultural influcnee, Orver e Indian Ameri-
the dlwspora continges o o have gained akills and
| mpact the everyday lves of experience wnd bulll net-
:nl.llnlrln in :hﬁ LISI. ([ yn;u ;\‘Lﬂ; that :n||_| bllmmo :‘Im
ewsontheUSpreidenti el el P i
elections, you would be  AQDATWAl  transfer and innavation in
aware of the hnﬂmj\rﬁm- e l?m 5?&\- of IT:I Is
can momeni iy been av- al ly umderwiy in differ-
Ing recently. From Vivek ; ent shapes and forms.
Ramaswamy, NIk Hiey, Wearly 29%, 1., 28 of the 114
Wsha Vance, and now the wrilcora in India in 3021,
presumptive  Democratic hove VS-educated founders,
Lzmr]mnlmu;:hwmlmt with & comblised valustion
o T TR
i 5 !
themaotves across adminis- lyer neacly 25% of wll danation

trative levels s somtors,
Pepreacntalbes, snd imay-
s,

Inellan-omigln CEO8 haad 16 Far-
tune 540 companies thai employ
npproximately 17 million Americous
andl generate mare than S1rllkon in
revenve, The ccomomic impact of
Indinn Americans extends beyond

EnfBoww to Trnedia froen the rest

of the world. During Covid,
Indiaspora, o US-based nompeofiy
cammyunity of global Indisn keadors,
rabwed 815 milllion o help follow fdi-
ans. The US is the top source of
ghabal remittances o Tncdia, with
nearky K26 billion in reminances in
bl

Through nre, food ad festivnls, ndian Amerioans have abo fosered o
renter appreciation of o culturein the 1S m

Wt s ap parend Lt thie two coun-
trles share i sbrategle partnership
Iased on shired V’ﬁIK‘I They ean
therefore bulld on the solid foand
tion of collaboration (hat alr
existy between them to furth,
advance Uhelr miifial interests. As
Indin looks to becomi m develaped
Amion, Vikss Bharat, by 2047, the
HI0th year ol it the

thiese elforis

Galng back to Swinded for a
roament, the village elders’ oomical
avemimplification of Mohan's jol
nowwithsanding, droughoul the
movie his churacker tries 1o work
Wikl ihe commundty to make thelr
Iives better, in blg and small wiys,
His worldview shifis fram being

1o e und fing

lispora can ploy an mportast role
I rollsdig Inlla's vishon. Susts i
wngagoment betwean this commu-
ity s Lol iw crucial for ackl ress

pragmntle about how be con belng

(bt e biggfl @bangge [rons his

wartage. Thie Inrger Tnadion coma-

ntv lrmlml the world embadies this
K

I e natian’ anid idriy-
Ing Inclusive groavth, The Indion gov-
ermmen’s reeent policy miasires
wim 0 cnsure thot the beacfit of
economic growih resch oll seciors
and all sectlons of seclety, and the
Indlan. Amerlcan community s
unkuely pasitioned to complement

I upiria

MR Mamggnwanni in fovandor & chalrmim,
Ui e, Nevr] Aggaarswail ia chaiv,
Anta-Pocific, The Boston Conxndiing
ey (MG, Senh By fs Nernh sl
Rogiom| Chair, BCG X The views
enguamsnl are pevsanal

| GRAND STRATEGY |
Happyman Jacob

Interests, not friendship,
determine foreign policy

hen former Rangladesh Prime
Merdster (M) Sheikh Hasin led
ti Inaelha Jst weeek, there was o

strangg sentiment in India that
Tl rviast eandd by (1 frieneds ‘Sanding by
our [riends’ meant two things here: As o
tuemnnitarian gesture wvards Hasina, and ay
an Indian intervertion iy Baglodesh jo sl
things right, The humanivarian argument
streased the mporiance of belpig o ferdly
Bender by ghving asplum. The literventionist
arguenernt cludmod thot Indla, m the reglon’s
! i ot and il
m o whes o ey |
nefghbourhood ks ousted from power, s
kg tsothilig e ld ke Dindlia I pooe Mght,

ents. Secand, il you idemiily eoviain political
lenders i anather courniry ax friendly and
ot hers s unlrendly, the adversaties of your
frlends in that country might see you as
wirifr e dy. Third, friendship cam also beconss
i Hability. Sommetimes, friends can pressurise
yeul 1 o things Lt mlght not be in your
nitlonal rerest Thenelone, while friendship
vy e i n domesie politcs ancd socn
n‘tlll?ﬂ uul:lhmuuw al ity i thie pur-
suit of foreign (E] ollcy

Whlle Hoving Ir mumu.\m Trtendly
feader bn @il countries, i uneial, there s
il Blerrehy i o Stae’s docisdon-
makers must keep in mind — inserest frt,
and Irjendabibp lmes. So, Ihh: 1mmdmw

The grear power argument is del
W g sy past this age 1n dar nelghbo
hood. The humanitarian srgument, while
oyl b rhod (i bew tes dhesal wilthe the Tng-
Lakesdy b, sy and e g furvward, Bust

— W muss helpthe Indiz-(riendly looder” —
s problematic by dsell, Thivs, we must revisii
some of pur (I-rqi}l ekl mu mpllum byt

el pixpuilres i Staty
s o that, Wt' TTws non‘nmﬂ what suh
Frierdnhips are for = 0 cater 10 oar mferosts,

The wanutarstic relatioship, betwem the
USane Burope, Is often sald so be one nmong
friemds — and yer, there oo s an intereses-
driven relationshi p. The US needs Europe for
the preservicion of & US-led world order.
|un|p=nu.\lnn!ll5ﬁlmlllw Indleed

v vty of e Il v foe
Tlmary {1 the cond urrohulwm policy,
Adversarinl sties tend to hinder euch
ather's forogn policy pursults because Lhey
etmarly howe clshiing hsierests, ol Inluuw

share i, redl-
p:lu»mﬁ?nllmm: s abane Mlxmmnw
stroryg parincrshé s geopalities (n West Asin
o our reghon would teatily 1o that
|I'I|]‘I.!‘LI.LI|}'I!“J$. Uhee USandd Inelia strsed

hiy sk el ofhior. &
ries cooperate, especially when ﬂlry think
dolng so helps thelr interesls, Pricndly Sttes
wuslsl cach other ln thelr forelgn policy pur
wui whein Wy perocive mumal vidue 0 coch
ather's abjoctives. Tut even friends are
unlileely iosupport each other if thedr intee-
ents Clanly, Coogeerntbion among Siates |s pri-
rrisily o function of synengy o nterest and
i hasod on Triendship or cnmiey: For sure,
Trienidihip does provide an envirnmaont of
trusd, hui Ehat abone s not enough far the pur-
suilt of Interests, a8 trust s alse o lunction of
COMITION | Nioreses,
hat forma friendship among Stotes?
Friendships nre formed through common
Interesta, hreats, mnd priorilles however,
Irbendship alone does nol create common
Imerests, Therefore, Stvtes that cloim w be
best friends with cach other are primanly
serving teetr natlonal nieress, For com ple,
Wl the e, the Usiibod Stites (U5) and fsla
wre nol friends: they are Swies with over-
whlin g mutual interests, Japan and bifla
wich togetier becowse of commion Lnlaests
and threats, nod just frbendship,
There ane Wilvereml Wit to the utl bty of
Triendship bn the pursait of orelgn policy
goals, For one. {rlendly countries don't do

ol s (v Bll il oo dition-
!hl|| alter  diffieuh period not because they
wanted 1o be Iriends, but because pach skie
Do powerful dnterests In developing a
AN0NL SETR ml'llltﬁl‘ljl It and the US
iyl oty ather firdords, is swouibi Ausin-
B ol T, bt it €1 end af thve dhay. thewe
redativmalilpd are bused on Limercsts, The mose
Hnml'um et s tual lerests, the soronger

rlendalips among Stes woukd be,

So, what should be India's palicy wwards
Bangladenh in the wiki of Hasina's ousiter
First o ubl, Brvch st clear ly ddenaify it nirrmrh
013 08 cop s 10 et ing eaughi n o sel(<de-
featt g friends v enermies formulogon. India's
Interests vis:hvis Banglatdesh pertsin to £
Imumigration, safety of minorities In Ban;
dush. security in stabes borcher ing the country,
It businicsss there, nd the China icwr,
With thiese in mind, Now D¢|I1| ol reach
o L whoeves (8 I Difaskon vy el
b Mt el Bkghalsghan loww sl melation-
ship helps both sides. As & matter of fwcl,
Bangladesh pecds India more than Indla

Bz sli, Glving dy b o Hising s
i umanduacion gesiure, bul aflowing the
atmsted PM o s bl s platfarin Iurprilll
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really stop Russian terro
we need .. strong decisic

from partners

deci

ms

that will remove restrictio
on our defensive actions

| STRAIGHTFORWARD |
Shashi Sheklsar

This Independence Day,
guard against radicalism

the day Ul country was born. Rirth-

days, they siy, are diys to reflect on
ong's W The gaing and losses; th mistakes
e s i, sl e ways and oo (o e
Rl v, O Auigust 15 whiat s 1d lidia,
ond we as Inddans, be reflecting upon?

T begin with, le's book at things to be
reand ol W permabi o bagely pencelul cous
oy sl U ol b oug netghbouriood.

b el b for instance. Vinenoe has
claimied morne dan 450 Hves in that couniry,
The situation deterormed to the extent that

hiree oy e Anclay, Inel will be cel-
I ebwutling s 780 lndependence Day —

008, bt st goversinent s ouded dhae
conmtiry since. Myatemar, n turm, his been
nmcdor thie thomb ol the jinan, while Sl Lanka
saw o Bengladesh like siuation only n fow
months ago. As For the Makdives, prosident

lixcte] Iy

it has shown [ittle inclinatbon to upbold
a:mnmmcmlunﬁ.wlmmhw:m!‘nﬂrhu
e remacrved and jalled two of his minisers oo
chirges of * bl gl

Only Imdia \lmdi il as a beacon of
demoeracy In South Asti. We lave had our
whre of insita bibity. During thie st seven-anid-
w-hall decsbes. the couniry has boen run by

Pelme Misdster Shelkh H Wajed had 10
Reave her nation once agakn. Now an inferim
werverniient | o flghtiag bo beleg the slntion
under control,

Hesveerver, those now b lling Hosdog an s
e lushedd abictatar had enee wakted fiar ber o
mouen o power i Bongladesh with bated
Twwath. These people Torget i within four
soars of Bangladesh being iberaged in W71
Stk Mugjibar Rahimii, whom that conniry
nithedl “Euther of thi nation”, was asgissdnoted
ot hiw official restdence, Hasina was awny
lrewm the coumtry ther: else, she woulkl have
et the sarme fake, Siacethen, founaicly, no
Tesicd off goveerrimuent hass been ko in Bangla-
ddeshy, Inouggh | nas seen many coups. Hasing
hersell returned 1o power tn 2008 afier o
series of panticulurly violeat desmops trations,

‘The et 15 years were biers, Though sl
helped swengihen the economy. she also
b phosed o o dicetor o te garb of
demecrncy, Over e, the lsgude of democ-
eyl pud up his Eallen spart. $he won U
:mgmmd dection |n June solely by supgres

doat, The Tanglocdesh I had't

') iy hiar Iindlla' T
Bangladesh, lor Staes ke p over

Hslsgs fur each other thedr lnter-

I' N IL

.l-'tH{(N
COUNTRIES I

This bejic applics to India's refationships
with ather states i the negihbourhosd as
well, Thas s ot the age of regime cliange or
Inperventions. So, focus on the purstlt of
Interests and mot e culthiiion of individuals
Decwuse inberests uniike Eriendsips ane rams-
feerabler froan ome regine 1o snodher, and inter-
sl o with less baggage than Triesdibips.

Hhapyrmon focob ieaches Indiay forgn

Paficy @ NG, arad 1 phe fusinifor of the Lonnell for
Sevutaghcand Difeser Ksnarch. The views
exprienid dpe perannnl

upﬂnd thin Fro hor, They ook o the
wirewts and dethroned her.

Dt the chics s ombaldened the anur-
chists, Tha wery ehilof justice Ohaddul Hasan
ik forcod to resign foliowing & siege of the

Rangladeshi supreme oo
ity Hinidus are belng n the conantry
ower | st few diages isalso deeply worryl

g
Hor India. | remincod of o stterment wn
Neschiar digaliaimy d i Dbk i

it nmbents for 30 year, Charan
Singh, VI Singh, Chandrashelchar, Inder
K Guajal, s HD Disve Gowda have all
Jed coalitions for short stints, Sl we have
Dl coen Lovear el b demsocracy. Is dhat acke
quintie ¥ Absilusely not, As wie mave fowards
mnoaher Indepondence Diy. we must romain
mlert ngainat subwersive forees, An the cwinis
uslalded in Bangladesh, Mhy-by-alght experis
mushrocemed on sockl medis makdng o kil
Ing” fram doomsduy predictons for India,
They had done the same for Sri Lankn and
Pulastan, Irrespoasible siatements by pali-
cluns ebobden such dements. A few days
g0, formoer forelgn minlser shocked every-
one when he claimed India, 1nmanwlrmm
wialent d W
ll kervow that Indi i not Pakdstn, Bangle
dhesh o Sel Lanki. Out size, diversity and tri-
dithon of corexistence sop us from golng
v i sl ppeery shope, BRSO E0per T sy
I e “reelat v’ Pkt coun Dose [t way, wiy
can't we Wikt ey forget |5 thal on Aligust
15, 1947, we shanned Deitih slavery but not
ol begmcy of Inebian-noss,

Pakistan tried to cronte o mew ldenti
ameed o redigon and endid up destroying
Itwclf, Bangladesh bs doaling with the same
malady, Even when the ambassadons of

. Uhe Buddhiws in Myanmar sod Sei
i.nnlmu-lulumm Bargglnclesh-likoe exper-
Arrvenies, Chery Eell flat. 10's bocause we shoukin
Srrgget relighon s u por ol culbure and ool the
n:lmr-wuy numnu

s paal sy Foor (e sy

o yeskrs mgoe T 10 years, Bunglacesh would
nurn it Alghanktin.” |s that fear coming
i Myl

There bs instability ebsewhere. oo, In Nepal,
monarcly wis repliced by demwicricy In

Independence uy lnlllll‘lll us of s fact
every year,

i Shekhar fa ecltiarin ohief, Hindisw. The
viewa expresanl ave periurial
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Right call

TRAL rales can ring in better telecom s

oe queality

he Telecom Regulatory Authority of India

(TRAT) has taken a bold step to improve the

quality of telecom services in the country.
Telecom services have been plagued by frequent call
drops, network congestion, and a barrage of unwanted
telemarketing calls, Despite the government’s nudges
and interventions, operators have failed t address
these concerns, citing reasons such as inadequate
spectrum and cumbersome right-of-way rules,

I Outdated benchmarks, last revised in 2017,
allowed operators to evade substantive
action. TRALs new rules, effective from
October 1, mark a major shift in how telecom
services will be regulated, They mandare that
operators meet more rigorous benchmarks,
particularly in areas such as network lavency.
For instance, telecom companies will now
Tave to ensure that their wired network
latency is iu\]h in S0 milliseconds,

ment from the curment

Similarly, for wircless

broadbs \d Jespecially in 4 4G and 5G networks,

latency must be reduced tolesst

milliséeonds, with a further reduction to 50

milliseeonds by 2026, compared to the

existing 250 milliseconds. These changes
promise a better user experience, with foster

Toud times for wieb pages and smoother live

streams.

Additionally, the regulator has mandated
that operators submit quality of service
reports for mobile connections every month
imstead of ev hese reports must
be collected ot the district level rather than at
the cirg | change sims to ensure
that operators eus the actual network
s her than rely on
e da I.lhl[ might obseure localised
pm]‘!\ ms. Telecom operators must report
ny nerwork outage lasting over four hours to
TRAI within 24 hours, Where an outage
continues for more than 2 ]llrl] s, il'N'I'lll ars
are required to compensate affected users,
While telecom companies have raised
concerns about compliance costs, the reality
is that consumer complaints have continued
o rise over the years, Inmajor telecom
markets, independent agencies manage
consumer complaints. For example, the UR's
telecom ombudsy Otelo, has beenin
tion since 2003, TRAI itself proposed
ablishment of a similar ageney in India
as far back as 2004 bur the plan was shelved by
the Department of Telecom, which deemed it
unfeasible,

Tty be time to consider establish
telecom ombudsman in India, Telecom
operators must also invest in technologi
that ensure better network perform T
assist operators, the Centre should expedite
the implementation of the Telecom Act,
2023, which aims to simplify right-of-w
norms, Obtaining permission to install
rowers and Ly cables has been a chollenge.
The new law seeks to streamling
infrastructure deployment and reduce
disputes. The Act also requires telecom
aperators o nlﬂ 1in prior consent from

j1&

Combined with TRAL's new rules, these
mepsures can align telecom services with
India’s digital ambitions.

ROM THE VIEW

LOOM,

Don’t shoot from the hip

_a " athletes and high stakes
competitions,
ncdin s wtill reeling from Athletesat cu-q. level carclully
I wrestler Vinesh Phogat's maonitor thelr diets, exercise
disqualification from the rout and even minor physical

women's 50 kg category ot the
Parls Olymples for being 100
Rrams eve rweight before the
finals,
his incldent has brought a
wave of support for Phogat (rom
pelithcians, celebrities, and fans
alike, Howewer, Mathura Lok
Sabha M and actress Hema
Malini"s comments on the lssue
drew slgniticant backlash, Malini
remarked, It ks very surprising,
and it fecls stranjpe that she was
disqualified for belng 100 grams Investment in this incident, it |s
overweight, m|;un ant to rruclal for politiclans and public
keop the welght in check, Ttisa g m!l-nl‘c!riml\hlth cmpathy.
lesson for all of us." This As soclal media continues to
statement sparked negative amplify voices and reactbons,
non social media, with public figures must offer
many criticlsing her response as responses that are thowghtful and
insensitive and ill-informed wonshderate of the circumstunces.
‘This situation highlights the Such an approach will not onky
importance of public figuresbeing  resonate berver with the public
well-informod before Tt also he'lp avoid turming
commenting on sensitive lssues, sensitive incidents into fodder for
particularly those involving trolls and erivies.

changes to meet strict
wompetithon requirements.

Dr Dinshaw Pavciwala, the
chief medical officer of the Indian
wontingent, noted that Phogat
made significant efforts to bose the
wxcess welghe, Her sttempes
includhed cutting deswm on water
and food, wking the sauna,
wxercising rigorously, and even
mnm,:Inrlmurmnm within the
50%kg limit,

Given the nation’s emotional

Fubted by Mrmiad | akabvrian and Prished iy Praton omeiman 41 107 Whrka LI Pl Mok, Wt Vias, G dbie Rt DXALR, Cltaen Badh Wiaas, U020 sk 04 oy
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usinessesand political

parthes face awell-knowny

problem: succession,

Nebther always manages to

i bt smoothly but
businesses doa much better job than
pelitical parties.

This bs particularly e of
post-colonial count They are still
youung politically,

Irndiaa s most am e \rlum. It's niot very
surprising, therefore, that when you sit
down to think about it, the Congress and
the BIP, not to menthon all the reglonal
parties, are faced with identical
wuccessbon ssues today,

Indeed, the IP and the
have o start thinking about who
will sueceed Narendia Modi and Rahul
Gandhi, respectively, Modi wins
elections but is ageing, Ratvl Gandhi is
much yownger but loses elections,

After Jawaharlal Nehru's death in
1964, the Congress managed its
-m\\'sal.\u:I?;mplnn,;|nmurc|:|c~u-¢
what o British historian once described
us "o rotten o after another”, The
P hasn't faced the problem so for but
will whenever Mod| decides wo retire,

Chngress sUpporters, or more

A strategy for securing critical minerals

the common

problem

accurately family retainers, will say
there's no lnmediate problem becawse
Raabial Cianahil b6 still in his mad-50s, Rut
hein als politically inconpetent and

e least likely to bead the Congresstoa
parlamentary election victory
This limivation mal Imperative

that the party replaces him. It won't but
assuming that iv does, it will look no
furth llf]llllhliﬂhi\'l’.11lil'hwhu| it
become: n monarchy,

Tt will that solve the post- 1989
problem of it losing parliamentary
elections? After all, it has been unable to
wiin 273 scats in 1989, 1956, 1998, 1999,
2004, 2000, 2004, 2019 and 2024, That's
ning gene tections. What mere proof
s meeded that ln needs to replace the

i 3

n it bs different from will i1? And
the problem there's no
mechandsm toreplace it, The party's
own constitution makes It impossible.
Another unanswered question s

After Jawaharlal Nehru's
death in 1964, the
Congress managed its
succession by copying
monarchies or whar a
British historian once
described as “one rotten
cpg after anothe

f

whether the party, for whatever reason,
i loyal to Sonla Gandhi or her children
aned Is thit lovalty transferable, Thine
will rell

AFTER MODI WHOY

The BIF was formed in 1953 a3 the Jana
Sangh and then renamed Bharatiya

3 Party in 1980, Twomen, Al
3014

Vajpayee and LK Advani ran it ul
when Modi took it over,

Ormee agaln two men are rannkng f -
Mol and his close friend, Amir Shah,
There's nothing to suggest that e
ave put in place a credible, formal
structure for succession. Orchestration

businessline,
AAONDAY - AUGUAT 17 - 2004

"That would be the prudent thing to
)

It sich miatters, the past lsn't always a
good guide to the future. Thisls true not
Just of India but many ether countries as
well, especially in South Asla

ANERETICAL THOUGHT
T have always been of the view that the
country will benefit if the Congress and
the T merge., Ina way this process has
already starved with lots of Congress
politickans switching over vo the RIP,

O s part, as so many people have
Ix.lll‘n] out, most of the BRI pollcies
have resemibled Congress policies and

of support can't be a substitute for a
[proper process of succession. 1t'sa
recipe for ineflectivences,

As things stand, it looks as kf Shah hax
tthe wind in his sails. But he may not beas
acceptuble to the rank and file as Modi
wis. Moanination may not work to the

ess has faced this problem

¥ # 139 years and thrive in
the last 65 years — in 19466, 1978 and
1998, It split ewice as a result, once in
1969 aned aggain in 1978, In 1994, it Locked
up its president in the bathroc o mike
way for Sonka Gandhl, It wasa
by coup,
that the BIP will spliv if
there are two contenders for leadershi
after Modi hangs up his boots, But the
party must at beast consider the
[possibility,

areedging cl . Thus, policies-wise,
i's o case of Tweedledum and
Twoedledee,

Whaere they differ is on the political
s towhich the Muslims can be put.
The Congress uses them in a certain way
and the BIP ases them in a certabn we
That'sall the difference between them,

Alarge number of ordinary Congress
jpeliticians privately agree with the BIP
and alarge number of P politiclans
Er:utdwgnnrhlnhr .nnrrun This

ind of convergence is actually a sign of
1hrmnlur|:}-nr\-|:dunnu.l,.;

‘These are two parthes no longer
ivided by ideology but |\;‘|(‘ill|rr".
That's ok, too, provided the leaders are

chosen, and not cither nominated or
inherize
In Pnhtn-‘ the process is more
important than the outcome,

Apart from skilling, tech upgrade and proactive regulation, India must tie up with other countries to ensure stable supply

—
Chandrajlt Banerjes

dvanced materials, eritical
mincrals and metals are
revolutiondsing nations’ progress

re widely emploved inboth
Industrial and strategic sectors. From
rencwable encrgy to electronicsand
healthcare, these materials are essential
for innovatbon and play a cructal role in
nldressing key socio-economic

challenges, such as climate change and
Improved resource efficiency,
|hl‘f|n|kl|dl'ln.lllllﬁ.‘ur W

materials

s sveacly increasing due to te raphd
pace of twehnologieal development, For
example, materials like rre carth

elements, lithiun, cobalt, indiwm, and
vy others are being extenalvely used
i high-tech deviees, electrie vehicles,
renewable energy systems, and
uddvanced healtheare echnologles.
However, only o few countries are
Jeading the production and supply of
eritbeal minerals and metals, therehy
controlling o significant portion of the
global mark % dependency ralies
Coceriis abowt st pply chaln
vulnerabilities .“k.i geopolitical risks, As
i Feslt, courtrios worlduwdde are now
nctively secking to diversify thelr
sources and n'?l‘ln‘ d\']ﬂ'ﬂ‘?\‘nﬂul
Trnddian i onve of the world's largest
comsumers of eritieal minerals,
materials and metals, with o rapidly
growing demand driven by its expanding
mannufacturing and technology
eeoRytem,

Through industry consultations, C1I
has identified 10cntical areas in
udvanced materials, critical materdals,
and metals for focused collaboration
famt track thelr commercial
development and utilisation.

These include blomaterials, coramics,
composites, graphene, rare carths,
recyeling materials, titanium,
semiconductor materials, ahaminium,
v el While these materials are
mstvely worked upon and often are
\!ip]uutnlunnmcru.l] arpescale
production to meet the Increasing
Tuture demand is lagging,

Among the most important
challenges in this regard relate tothe
unavallubility of raw materials, For
example, India has limited resources of
rare earth elements. For metals also,
higgh quality metal lurgical coke
concentrates are mosthy imported,

Another challenge is the shortage of
skilbed manpower inthe maverials,
minerals and metals sectors, This is
primarily because of gaps bn spoecialised
training. advanced skills, and
collaborations. Regulavions, standards,
and environmental concerns anc ather
cliallenjes 1o be addressed

Invdia haw recognised the need 1o
devielop i robust domestic supply
Tor eritical minerals and metals. The
government has initioted ploneering
measurés to promote exploration,
mining, snd processing of these
resources within the country.

uadget 2024-25 annownced the
Critlcal Minerals Mission to boost the
domesthc producthon and recycling of

IN HIGHM DEMAND. For tech products

eritical minerals like copper and lithium,
“Thdnina significant step towards
securing the supply chains of essential
minerals vital for modern technologles,

LOOKING AHEAD
Going forward, there's a need for several
aetions:

Pirst, regular updates w regulatory
ubdelines by incorporating insights
rom resenrch and seademic experts,
will b essenthal. Thix ieerative process
cisures that new materials or
technlques are appropriately regulated,
thereby |~’l\'u|lalr;-lu-hwlm;mu\

catablishing skill development centres
weed materials

specific toad
At
summer training for technology
studenta in core enginecring industries
woklld be useful,

Four, industry academia
collaboration projects, setting up state
of the art testing and validation centres,
understanding of regulatory
compliances, and knowledyge of
international standards should be
incorporated inthe course curriculum

Five, facilitation of wechnology
wransfer from academic and national
Tuborimtorics to startups or MSMEs is
mplementing policies to curb
ute efforts in scadenia and

ustrial RED further optimises
resource utilisation and fosters
inmovation,

Finally, Inclia hos been actively
engaging incollaborations with other
countries to seoure o diversified and
sustainable supply of these materials,
We need to contimue focus on enhancing
collaborations with other countries o
enatire a stable supply of critical
minerals and mctals, Rilateral and
itk ||cr|l\;uul|lr-ilvglr
allian leveel 3

arrbers for indigenous tech

Twao, it Is important that n!l|Fr|4|
lintelligence, machine learning, and
varius advanced manufacturing
technologhes b adopted to solve
problens related o materials and
manafactiring,

Three, enhanced skilling through
integrathng practical tralning inwo
technical education programmes,

o can help
suital nable supply chalns,
Adopting sustainable minkng would

alsoensure responsible extraction of
critical mincrals and metals. This
Includes promoting environmental
proqection, soclal responsibilivy, and
ethical sourcing practices,
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When ED Does What
[t Should Do Best

An attempt to restore trust has begun

Lilfie s mot always grin. More than adocade nfber 23 Inkh
snied] dlopositors in West Bengnl, Assam and Bihar lost
their hardsarned savings in the Rose ¥ Panzl selie
vy, there was honrtening news last wook. The Enforoe
mont Directorate (ED) will reportedly disburse elose to
£12 e from attached Nxed deposita to bona Nde depoal
tarson a pro-rata basis. The process began on July 24 in
Kolkata when o spectal Frevention of Money Laonde
ving ActiPMLAcourt directed ED o transfer the 1 atia
ched Fibe, vilued ot €199 er, ton courtamon lored Asset
Disposal Comimittes for restitution. This developmen
v first i Indin-- 15, na the court ordor stated, ‘appro
primte nnd rational.’ and the money must be utilised to
compensate bankrupt investors and depositors rather
than permalning ldle as NPA unthl the long-drwn cise ks
posclved, An atter pi bo restore st B,

The Rose Valley Group was accused
of duping investors of nlout €17k o
across different sates, offering plans
wlth intevest robes runging from 11.2%
1o 17.85% , Other reportsallege that the
impeict on small lnvestors was botwe
e CA0k or and e60k cr, T group's -
iz opernndl wis watertight: diposi
tars coubl nit canee! tholr subseriptions, and Investors
would not rotrieve tholr money before the ond of the tenn
e [Edidn't only afTect those who deposited money —an
umbrella organisat lon safeguanding the interests of du-
pod Investors, Tnvestors (Amnnntkar) & Agents Surnih.
sha Manch, alleges that 220 agents who worked for these
sthomes committed subclde after e scam was T

While the restitution move will certa bring relbel
to affectodd individuals and restore some trust
stem, such eases highlight the necd o lnstitu
hasbe finane inl toracy progromimes for citliens
ke e mceoss fo fnvestmen t instrun s for
. KD must also pemain foeused on s orlginal romic o
1] sears 1 the bud, A gtowing economy such
ford to havo frouds tnderm ining its
tithon v terrorising is people.

If Looks Could Skill,
India Can Get Globa

Comspanies aro wideninghelr leadorshipfunnel by ivestingin
CX0retrining todellvor en India's growth prospects and redu
comanagenonteharn. This isgood buis ness. ndian companies
will e b grow mach Pastor to minke Bndlas glabal man et
markeis for Indlinn goods and services
b bironiight i fo spoed ae shills that are
required In tho global marketplaos. This has two posktive of
Tects. Firal, it widens the managerial bandwidib for entrepreme
aruhabp, Second, it allows compariios bom ik the necosary ma
neagerialdivorsing

Since compankes are prosctive algan nttaining compsditve
s, £k L Bt bvees mew inliRely (o bo restrietod o top
s The requirsmnis are mon bitense
wi the bottom entry laver. and Goll has ke
e incentivising them. 17 India Ine. segul
res o global scabe, jts manpowor poguine
mients shodd jorow 1 step, Compsan bes e
o 1o implement more sggressive skilling
IRORTMITIS o oot At for the gapa in
miucational oubcomes,  Industry  must
woh elboser w b el b st 1 atbors (o make the yourni work
foroe moreomployable, This s predicated on the growdbibe cur.
et marnagerial tnbert pool con deliver ina global mardketplace.

Pushing enployment ahead of i Bkt b rocd bsariimathog
wonith Bedore it s creatod. 1 boads to o loss of coumpetitvoness,
ansil cormparn bes e bost placed tadescldo on thelr manpower and
akill requiremsonts. Incenthves can play o ol and thmse-b=-
witil e hows, Thi suistalisable solution to lndia's smployment
Iasiso I8 Enster bisinoss growih, Sinoe emgloymmend is mor in
temabve i small enterprises, policy shoull priocitise thelr
growih, Thissegment alsondeds ixtornal asslstancs ioclose tho
akillsgng

Breakdancing as an Olympic
sport-kathak, soon If we lobby?

Breaking News,
A Sport For a While

S0, breakdancing becane an Olymple spott over Friday to
Starwlay for thefir iy arnt ki
Pierhupos, becauise It roquired the granvitas of the Ohympics, 1t

Hindenburg's latest exploit could mean a hurried, incomplete closure to a complex saga
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SHtGET Tax Levels in G20
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Either-or taxation could
go down a slippery slope

Choice is usaally heartening, but in the case of taaes, foy disvipates fast if we're left staring

af a maze of mathematics. Beware forfd fevies, fest we slide further into legal compleity

SR neeupon a time, only story-
" tellerstoakitupon themselves
 tochallenge Mark Twain's quip

- thatdeath and taxes were the
o twocertaintiesoflife. They

came up with zombies, neither
dead nor alive. Policymalkers might be velatively
new to the task, but did not take long to sapthe
certainty of taxation. Among other devices, they
invented the oddity of either-or gateways to
comply with the law. In India, of course, th
stated purpose is to offer taxpavers cl
has a certain ring of liberty toit, the ki
consumers learnt to relish after Indian markets
were liberated from the Licence Raj. Paying
tuxes, however, is not the same as buying a
household durable, Confronted witha liability
that differs by which of two options is exercised,
taxpayersare easily confounded by the math
involved in weighing one versus the other.

The ground for forked taxes was laid more
than halla decade ago, sprung on us, ironically,
by that great simplifier of indirect levies: the
goods and services tax (GST). Take the case of
pre-built homes that don't count as ‘affordable’
in the taxman’s lexicon: larger than 6446-sq-ft
incarpetarea, Le., and priced above 145 lakh,
Before | April 2019, their sales were charged
GST at arate of 12% with the hurden lowered
by input tax credit (ITC) for levies on inputs. In
response b0 a plea that much of what went into
flats was sourced from the informal sector,
with no trail of tax bills for respite, that rate was
slashed to 5%, but without any TTC granted.
Apart from cost confusion among builders with
partly built residential projects, which sell by
and by, the upshot in some cases was differing
prices of identical fats within the same housing
complex. Such an uneven pitch can tempt 4

googly, and India’s pre-covid budget delivered
ome soon for a far larger group: Assessees of
income tax. We could either go by the old tax
regime, with its rates rising in slabs from 5% to
0% on earnings after claiming tax relief fora
clutch of investments, insurance preminms,
housing outflows, ete, or forgo deductions to
opt forasimplified new regime with lowerslab
charges. For folks uneasy about making annual
allotments of money just for tax savings, this
was a bold display of fiscal justice. Many others,
though, got caught between the two options,
unsure which works out more favourably, If the
privilege that lets salaried earners switch back
and forth hasn't eased the dilemma, nor has the
low interest tax-consultants apparently have in
freeing clients of complexity, Authorities can
hardly profess surprise that some taxpavers
got pushed tothe end of their wits. Any choice
(harring a Hobson'sh constitutes 4 Pareto’ gain
over noneat all, since it favours at least some-
baody without making anyone else worse off.
This theory is behind last week's hifurcation
of capital-gains tax on secondary sales of long-
held homesinto a choice of paving either 20%
of one's gains with ‘indexation” or EL5% with-
outusing this deflator to lessen the effect of
inflation, Thisreprieve spans more than two
decades, but it's not s ifthe ‘money illusion’ of
awedkening currency can't be seen through for
homes held for fewer years, Post-budget home
buyers will get no choiee, but for many home-
owners, it's yet another puzzle to reclkon with,
‘Positive for AL sums up the snarky reviews,
Mark Twain was cither impressed or amused
by the multiplicity of everything in Inclia. But
when it comes totax liabilities, it's far from
costless, Either-or taxation mustn't multiply,
lest we go down aslippery slope to complexity.
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What, if anything, compels us to
spend public money on sports?

National glory, public health or other gains? Indian policy needs clavity on wihal we're atming for

J

MNITIN PAI
Is co-founder and directos of The

alivms wnd swimming pooks within easy
ACOesE dliz'na Ilmnld rmuhu apnn.h

tourist attractions, Oudisha's invest-
et i spearts Pacilitles have the.

o
uila, with Hd&m‘lﬂ!l“['lllll“‘llimL :u:d
appertinities o engage in sporting
activities. However, the public health
argument doss ol reuine the govern-
mint o finance spoetspeople to com-

growth vector
o the state. The success of premicr
beagrue cricket. oothall and kabad di
ot to the econemic paotentiol ol
sports, Utilitarians angue that the goyv-
rmmnnl st nvest in infrastrue ture,

pete b the Clymples, workd cugs
wther international chompdonships,
The social psychobgy argumsnt con-

centre fof research aml:l educaurm in public
palicy.

by | owithat the 2024 Olyimpics have
| \E comne toan end it a grod time
i toreflect on Indins sports policy,
Tlse mnst imyporiant cuestion ks uswally
left pmasked: why shoubd the Union and
state governments spend pahlic funds
nnsp(u‘tl Sm’c.il'lmllv whyshould the

s s

fior thee sp
veomommy te flourish.
Hure's the thing, though: While wo

have three different reasons forpublic

tallyu 1 Forwirfiare
away tocreate higher-level un

il lﬂvn'nt mm] u]lh wdifferent sinllrg}

Publ nent

liverse, Fractious aml polari
External compe
amdinue ncent
e ofthe few eecasions when Indians
i sl Ledentify s Dnellans s when we
wheer for s natbonat sports teams.
Ergu, thee government must invest in
wlnnlngI|1|:['r|111inm1l:'hnnlpiumhl]r.
e sense of intlonk

o promote & sponting Hﬁ?ﬁj o by pro-
wvidkingg infrastrueture, National glory
reconumends hot-housing world cham-
pans by dirceting resourees towards
our best bets, Economic benedits will
comme Fwae attract celebrity sporispeo-
e anel Franchises. Indis must therefore

inthe 01}'rr||l|:GJ|mus? Ls'tmn.' it
on an andmated discusston we Bad at

v Facdlities for
common l.lllmnm sire mlee to have, and

0 the extent Iiut IhL] con-

Talkshushils last weel, There
tiple peints of view and lated a fiew
wiys ol inswering these questions,

The zeoth response came from ny
lbertarian colleagues, [tsays that the
governimsent shiould net spend gabiie
Funils o apaorts. Dilng s wiould both be
a vicditions of inclividual liberty amlan
e state Interventon insociety,
Thils dies nat menn sports ks undmpor-

i

tribaste towards th 3l
als i ¢ Iurnp]um]:t]:mmhlm.

There ure twovariants to the social
argument. The st Is that
- s als tadly demenstrates
nintionul schlevement and pawier to the
worlid, although countries ke North
Korea and those ln the former comanu-
nist bloc take this oo Far. The second is
that secking medals despite low por

it omly thist Il ke
ourt of [ Lesavie it tosochety. Most citl-
sonsconsider religion i

wapita ineome i ol nathonal
aspibreation, mueh Hke how Nebirusop-
| space and acrospace

woe kieep the stute out of it right? Righ?
The public health argument, inmy

wesearch in the 190506 despite India
belng desperately poor, We remdid

i, s the case for

Fthe world of where we

gevernment involvement in promedting
spots. The mon: peopleengago in
spoats, the fitter and healthier thiey will
P, Thiis will comtribuate baoth o public
health and reduce healtheare expendi-
tuere, There e blg positive externalities
from sportsand hence there s a case Tor
it grvernment mlR]fll:mlhls umlu the

playgrounsds, s.purls.l'wllhh's Y. Sl

thinkwe belong, regarndloss of where we
areright now,

Biyoasd pulbslic health and national
glony, there is the utilit WL
Sports can be s sourceof economic
activity, growth and development.
Argund the workd, many cithes have
invieste [HET VRS T cilities and
Formuila One cireults to attract visitors
whin spend on hotels, shopping aned
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| It’s

L

ch hy It miust bvest taspayer
ey inspents, Else, we will sprearl

o efforts and budgets oo thin te make
serious impact towards any ome goal.

In practice. government expenciture
tencks 1o be driven by burcaucratic
Incrementalism, both in goals and bad-
getory wllocations. The answer towhy
prrhbic money |s spemt on sportsis
“he s wis i s st year,” The Uslon
sports mindstry’s budget th
practicadly the sami as
s Our publbe expenditure on sposts
ngeneral, and on Olymypdes o particu-
lar, I8 musch smalier than that of coun-
tries thit togs the medals tafly, This
strengthens the case forelarlty of pur-
pose, Unless thire is a substantive pol-
ey review that clarifies basic public
wads, wi wil ey e of the same.

Finally. a nedte of couticn to those
wh argue for boasting the masdals tally,
Theere isa correlation between Obympic
ety wned peer capit income, s rea-
sonabibe toimpute causality; As we got
rleher, wewill have more resources for
competitive sports, Mo harm then o

Focusing on good odd economic growih,
The meselals wil 15 willl better
parhitic healtha innal ghory.
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income tax time dgdm'
time to gather up those
receipts, get out those
tax form

that pencil, and stab

vourself in the aorta.

sharpen up

DAVE BARRY

Why there’s a clash over classifying an athlete as female

MANU JOSEPH

Is 3 journalist, novelier, and the
creator of the Netfia serles,
Decoupled

L1 hobsafemale athiore? Theattenpt
\..-”"\* atunanswer hasereated confision

Y i rage in g sporting competi-
U, As we saw at the CHymples fow weeks

e Eind pairing
wre XX anel  man i one whaose are XY, But
il

sidered ingredients of genius? Sports are
il o measiere of ceonomie disparity. The
haserwh liwed to Khielif ws from

this s not the sclentific opi

Feor i
XN puabring as KX andthose with XY pairing
s 'XY." This is how things stand today: All
men are XY but not all XY are men; and all
XX are women bud net ol women are XX,

This means there are XY women. They
have many attributes of most women, even

g when Algerd i wasat
the centre of a storm after an Italian boxer
Aquit in less than a minwte of a bout, and leter
gave Fearof death is the reason beciuse Khe-
1ifs blows weere too strong, KheliPs gender
A inder gquestion, ence sgain,

Thie pessplis whio run global sports and
those whe frame mainstream decency have
sincedefended Khelifvehemently, As Biras
the Olymples are concermed, Khelif is a

h hol Ih
1y

structures, Alss, they eonslder
themselves women. Bt thelr condition may
seive thwem Digh testosterone leveds that are bn
thae range ohserved in men. Testosterone
greatly contributes to muscle size and
strength, and covate ciber features that help
L sprts, Hlow mmueh the hormane contrib-
utis to sperrting prowess and Inwhich spoet
s umatter of debate, but there ks no doubt
that it high level s seful,

says s, On her part, sha has never

"
whether women whe have XY chromio-

reviealed details that can pant the matter to
rest. For instance, ifshe has XX chromo-

1k T terenmpede g
‘niormal’ women. There wre powerful argu-

soimes, thee nofurther

Almost all humans have # chiremosonmes
I every coll amd they exlst as 23 pairs. T)
el palr ks of sexc chiomnosomes. Depornicl

munlann skl

Taly, which is many than Alge-
rla, where Khelif was ralsed by a funily of
modlest means. Wha is to tell which is a
greater unfur advantage—thi hacking ofan

achvanced Europesn nathon against the decency of the
or s Y -chromosome? CHlymipics, why It lsimpor-

The Olymples are alson In pursu“ o' tant tevdefine wenmsen, and
Rt  decency,the  Mrtewmiiimen
e (HOC) rhves precedence such thing 4% a “normal
o freedom ol particdpation ma’rlStream woman.' In pursult of
and the framing of the dece , the mainstream
world as a decent place tends to g? tendy to go overboard in
that does ot diseriminnte overboardin denying narmality, ending
baserd om wha vou are. up putting a majority a4 o

Tnsany case, the 10C s the gender disadvantage, Thisis -

trieel urd tos be Fair to XX
women, those who are
widely considered nommal
wornen.” For instance, it

criteria used

Also, b agutics, aprart fi quiring XY

that XY ferlel ot be e

e b have low testosterone, transgen-
s wh wiend thircugh paberty asmales ane
not allowed Lo compete, it is not as
et the BOC has ot tried hard to be e
B XX women,

There are equally powerful arguments

pening with XY women.
Teayearsago, anccdotally,
the blggest chumpions of
lrmwlndurr-_ XY w:lmn

rejubres XY
levels or to medleate themselves to bring

ey
ul'ph\sdtulunqu.illl'h.whu|sﬂ.mhu[w.n
all great sporting genduses are ph_-,\irlu

T VORI B, YL TTAY 6T ity riot

I schiool that o woaman s eonsicereda por-

freaks. tiheY

I e Jevels. But woren with XX chn-
i have acap
lovels However, 1 don't ‘think the world

Orwonmen
ment, orslmply womenwheo didn't look Iﬂw
wrmen, were novmal” XX women, But now
Lsee nshift.

Wlwn a mlnority grows stromget, eisy

Enows ofasingle XX woman

u 1 her L

range berviedn,

o Tewr thsemn dlries up. There can be

m sl argumaent in fevour of the view

womer. Only practical,

For Instance, consider the nature of
i - Whyare
ments ind grading xwmms For women in
ehiess? Bt thist nn dnsudt inoa mentid sport?
Bt ifyouhave ndaughter, you will under-
wtand why it makes a It of sense. The
sport's organizérs are trying to create
female ch icons and encourage more
s to play, Weare lnsplred by peopde wh
Toook lilie us, o who are us, Girlsare inspived
Wi,

In physkeal sports, there ks already a feel-
ing ameng gifted XX girls, in their formma-
vears ol athleticism, that they don't
stamid a chance ngalnst women whose chrn-
msomes differ, ln many physkeal sports,
XY women are set to change how fute
fomale sporting icons are golng to look.
This can create o scarcity of ‘normal
women' in some sports. People can say
dhecent things, and mnybe they showld, bt
peopdedofioed o lotof things that may not b
decent yet are human nature. And 1 do
believie that XX girlsare more inspired by
XX women than XY,

O mnany turfs of wormen, whit croeps bn
and exlonizes are not the ploys of patri-
archs, but i certain soft maleness,
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Our geopolitical balancing beam
has suddenly become bumpier

As events in Bangladesh complicate India’s strategic regional interests, New Delhi requires a new South Asia master-plan

RAJRISHI SINGHAL

15 asenlor journalist and author of the recently
released book ‘Skp, Stitch and Stumble: The
Untodd Sxory of India's Financis Sectoe Reforms'
vajrighisinghal

o he balunelng beam In India's geapalit-
el gymnasium s god narrwer and
harder o handle, T resignation of
Bungladesh's leader Shelkh Eising
il her subiseaaent fght (o India
Froam D, capiplog a manth ol

Tresd

e
hiliey

it nielghbourho
Issitiges ver nllsu'n !m||| The govermand

Ik b, ncluding apprehenst '
Imereasing (! 1, aclebiog to Tndia's exds
geapolitical hendsches This s expeetod to hayve
repercussions on India's domestic economy
o5 well

Thuls I the lntest acldition tonseries oftough
ropnlitical chalbenges for India which began with
Roussdn's lvasion of Ukeabie and gotmuoddier with
thie Lt Palesstine conflict. Resth wars, unmeces.
sairy sl inenlingg, have adly affected India's
oy by disru pting established global vade
sl sanpiply pioites, aoed etroduetog impoted il
tan theosigh edeviied commodity prices, India s
elvasen o sten  eriticiding war
bt stewringe of congdemmning Russis. lndiss
dependence on Russta for milicary hardware —ind
the availability of Russdon crude al xllm:unr rmbes—
Daes mevesaitated this Talaneed response, New
Daedid's depenclence on Tel Aviv for critieal aviatlon
veehmology s eruelal neBligesce Inputs his
resulted dn the notloeabilbe absence ofan official
st Lo Lerael's wanton viol

Bt thels Badansced nitlook has Dl
uppieal. Theeatsin the lnmaediate ne mhlmurhmal
are Hkely todemand a completely diforent
vespous: fram Inclia's forelgn po lesleand
spcurlty apparatus, Doaelsos bave been Tlling

i L b Dac- B lacosh and
velatioms will come 1o head,”

T priart el o
with trowsbibee that Tined Bseon sim
growned suddenly nequiring critieal m,
O Ehaly, studenes bn Bunglacosh hod gone on
prestest asking For referrms of e country's joby
I,

one altorasother, with | el lvihie
latesa casunliy,

The ehranology of developments In Hangla-
el malees for inteeestng reading. O
Shaeikh Hasbpa reeyrned from Beljing, cuttlng
shont her irip by o day, estensibly miffed over
Cling's extensbom of SO0 millbon b ald agalinst
Vhe §5 Billlion expected. She also reporiodly may

{

e
q:llln ol e o Lhe \llu L\ (8]
Kbl sl studierits, furthir infl;
Trnchla’s Mangha prort chesal was stk somewliene

aroud 18 July, By 20 July, g8 protests snd vielonee
elabmesd over 260 ives, military eurfow

i fi Angust, Slwedkh Hasing was

|ﬂ|n-||lun'nljl[| antel e the eountry s the miliary

Tz Fiele sligghnesd by thie traat W
her, To make matters wome, she mluunph‘lnl
Iwul‘llﬂnlu‘ll w Delhl before flving to Beljing.

L v i China, Flissing had encour-
:lr.cml ulud. g wanr between Todin and Chioa for
the exponalon and modemization of Bingladesh's
Monght poat on Hupsn dver and for s ogerating
rghis, Onie sbie got back to Dhaka, medis repoets
4luhlul(llntll.ilnulI:.lm dMnnu]amn WIS
shsden Lo
il Inclla access o bot t|l' .ucuuu.ukl:\dmudn
ports for transporting goods o the Northeast.
Ane e Tocday story on her balane lng st
el ] China B et professor
ul of Dhaki University as saving, " Thern

biility 1 restst wives of moruding
umln. i wlited Lo ntralled by the Dot -o
Lalad, wihdch s know o he closs |||]‘.I|ilh|-|l‘lk
Tter-Services Intelligence 8510 und. by
s bt o Bedflog's e prinatie,

Apart from losing an ally Inthe nelghbourhood,
Tinebias fices oither challenges: Banglndesdi's new
gl bs bovnd tore-examine sl pust dedls So,
notonly ehoes e Mongla deal now appear n jeop-
arddy, even as Indin's access o the Northeast
through Maangli asd Chivtsgong stamils disropsed,

10
Tans ks mnnaged Lo regadn control over

et o' beoagder teend lothe S
purzle, Pakistan, eing ne
ey b chimiest
n e, Witk elect

thie Pokistand army—ond s cst's paw, t

it
ry's political system, Ie Inm-tl kruvwmh:u el

g P'relme MIJ;L\wr\Juhlux‘dm
s Beedf i aned malke all Kind

MINT

Like Biden, Boeing’s new CEO
should only be a bridge leader

The plane-maker ought to work on a succession plan right away

BETHKOWITT
|s & Bhsamberg Opinion colamnat ovis ng
corporate Armerica

"'““Ulﬂlluﬂy has gustten.a bol very
e the last few yedrs, ot

ek, Pt wihven bis board amnouneod lsnew
pick Iul'LI 3, the ket seemmed o think

il
||l\'|.ﬂnrsnwll|lhr‘ln|01 b anp 2% on the news
that Helly Crtheng wouiled be bts next chabed.

Ortberg seeams to cleck all the boves o
casmvpny ourtsider urstaloted by post Boe-
g seandabs, ndustry experience, a back-
ground in mechanical enginecring, wd,
perhaps most mportant to the board and
Wall Streset, he's heen a CEC befoee, He mn
Raoskwiell Colling,  mal
trials, eghoming o 2003 and soled it o whag
Wi b-llu o Uit Technobiglos in 2008,
beward's ogic s that Ort-

Boelngs incoming CEO Kelly Ditberg is
epecled o end its twrbulence. wrw

Spencer Siuart found that pepeat CEOs
e I Eho ey yearsal thdr

T e
tenure w
pilay bl o
|i'ﬂll;(£uh|I.|u-il|\|!hwlllﬁuﬂ'|i'
profitabilicy, Bul around year fo
pilaybeode tesds o stop worldig, i prob-
T comgonand when an executive refises
todevinte from it Meanwhile, fivse-timers
wenerally have i Jonger-term focus L pan
Diese a4 By temid o e i longses ienire

{n he o,

rienee, That's especlally sportant nuh1
naw for Boelag, which fees chillenges
thuat woubd b cla
cratering sales and
s cultural overhaul,
atlations, compliting
lu. acquisition uI'.‘-i|\ir|1

hinw, and
[inhrmlmy infaet b the rght CEO at this
ot b the g
Teevow T Badngg o pegguadir prvsacn
Enctory Mesor aid Tor having strong rols-
Hewshulps with costoamers and regulators—
a b For Boelog as 1t rebublds an engl-
neering- st euliure and fs reputation.
B thatdoesn'tmenn Catberg bs the per-
Feet person 1o lead for the long term—a

I!mgmu

This bl of temed s undigoe o Boelg,
bt e chuios ol the global economy right
raiw s L The CEO ol has never bisen
more complicnted, as companies grapplo
with evierything from geopolitical tensions
Ty AR e er e eenn i Cenviranment i
the witr o woikie copitalism. Hiving some-
itha nu[lull grasp of what the joby
il el b el acdvan-

o X Jinpdng bn retor for O
g of restructuring old de
How friesh fanads,

e hlmmuir'. bisth i
s wiell nsappealing

sthrough eripgling infrastructune
bt sevems 1o huve pecoded momentarily, Further
south b the Pcing Oeean, the 2023 elisethans
Al Mabdives threw g Prosident Mohammed
Mudern, who has perceptily incseased the dis-
Range batweren Make and Now Dedhl, Wheth
arehipelagn will truly get warmes towad
vt to be seen,
* Cm Indians neonth-eastern borders, the ever-m-
\'ulmupc.lnhul carousil kn Mgl has sof be
wirerd O30 i Ehe e mdedster for s fourtly
FJ!IIn:[‘! o s more fivourable to Beiling than
Even Bhiutan s now seekbng to thaw
|h.\w-thnhm ewtenslhly o redues seeuty

18 s b cqunite Dkl w thit he masw reg will fuveur

wther puowers by g wecess oeritieal

Hay of Bengal spar .
Drevelopments in Bangladesh could beviewed os

1wt pending bordor dispates.
1.h!ud}'.lmlla.»:u'wml:umnmnmlhwwtl
meiavy v b el ode o new set of somersaulis and
cortwheeks.

THEIR ViE

:m.: um!lxunk-n inbipacing that lise ol

thinkng, Last year, 22% ol incoming S&F
A00 CEOs had previoasly helid the job i1
unother pub wnipany. ugs from just 4%
b 1907 accortding toe v serch fiem
Spencer Stuar. .lb-lu T bl “For sommee,

ko iy s b0 have recog-
neel. The board waived s mandatery
vetirenent agre to/ddre the G4-yvear obd, anid
i b It kv B agnin, Chetbesg will dlepunt
Dl his Tt bibrt heday bn Agril B001 Thar
wonldl give
the uverage for an S&P 500 C
I"n'hhium I el omace gfiorre
sellasa "hridge™ 1o he mext genseration of
lesahers, thee compasy shoudd be thinklng of
Ortbierg as o belcgy and st s s
wessdon planning now,

Arone e, Stephande Pope, e com-
pany's chbefaperating lfices and hend of
I cormmerclal neroplones unll, wis con-
slebered w top CEO contende
um- il ns both u lh mllm Insicher pndl

pelor exps ingly bog-
leal vy Tor Putre performance,

Tt thaie dlatn dnadicmten ot 's st not inae.
T 2020 sty of 855 S8 500 CEOs over
i 20-year period, Speneer Stuwn found
that while 7% of repoat CECs had outper
Formed the market in teelr Tt CEO gle
oy SR il s I dhede st voldes, T fer,
first-timse CEO havie higher rotal share-
hldher retserns and bess volatlliy In per-
formanee than expertenced CEOs, We
meed only bk 1o Bocdng forevidence that
prelow CEO expuerioasen o't e safie bet thint
brarads hopo it will Be; bwo af it Inst thaeo
seeionis chibefs, Duvid Calhoun amd Tim

ey, wiere both regissiors —and wie
all s how that worked out.

fnance
T thie et Bt the lunmlml.!umuln
s e cveer [s alss represeniative sl what
happens when e loole o hive o
repeater, The vast majority of CECxs are
e e Caveasian—which mewns the
ool ol enndidates Tooks moee er less the
warne, As Spencer S uaet wrlte anci
Ak firdng exp o s an indicntor of
future suceess thus pespetuates the sfafay
apuier nved pegresents yer anothoer barrler o
underrope | grosupe”

Moy Boelng's board has the clanes o
sttt vt sl yeies under Oetbeerg
L prreepuies b e a o ferena—and hogse
Tl by e cut-of-te-hos—clanloe the et
e around. CHLOOMBERG

India’s small current account deficit has a flip side to it

DHIRAJ NIM

Fromanationnd o

g perspective,

bt s negative

ngzs- investmast (ST gap
n pandemic lows,

\

Is an econamist st ANZ
Research,

- ndla'ssharply narrowed current account
deeficht b undoubtedly s marker of
*improved externnd stability, bat it also
reflectsarising investmeni gap In the econ
iy, lavgely due (o under-investment by
sector boom
exnternal competition. There s noeasy s,
.hln..d: g, i wasone of the Tragile
cessive rellnisee on
capltal to susialn growth, s high
vilnaeabillity 1o forclgn capital Mght and
suncleles stogis o cosed excessive forelgn
exchunge volntiliny as the curment secouni
el hie nearly 5% of gross domestic prod-
vt {CRLHPHn 200213, Musch water his fowed
i thae Diridge s 3
“That cnerent necourt deficl b ol
tovaround P of GO In recent years, and
occaslonally even lower, Notably, India
posted a mre 85,7 billion current acoount
surplies In the first quearter of 20024, the lirg-
et alnee enrdy 2004 (n a non-crlsds year.
Whili thds s good on an extermal-stabiliy
sanniggee sk Doy eleficat kevels Towe aMipade,

tha current aceount (-'l]l‘r'.lllnl:
e cli | 3 1

s now Improv
h

Eravestime I!I ot 10§ thee wmonin of fore u;u

:ll .Idl]l'lul]!r!lm‘ rm-mal lln-
blithes of the economy,

Ahealthy and sustalsable amount of debt
s o] for growih, Ther
s a0t b pedthae i enrse nor a bl
Irg—ouly irs el r;muj asi I"IlJnnlf-])" in

! oy lieonion aloag-
shde & masive caplial exper Fis jires-
While bs 51 gap b skl below the
- pandemic | Terther lmprovement s

By, In other words, the governmaent is
rlghtly creating space for

Orver the Inst decade, Tndia has added
elose o SLT trillion to s normdmal GDP, 52%
of which came from the services sector,
cormpared 1o 1% from manmfctiring, Ser-
wlotsure far bess capival indensive, as they do
nk reguibre eavy machinery and lange fic-
tories. This, the eapltal intensity ofTndian

growth has fallen in tan-

HelOks 10 Increas: e,
:v.um-:l-. i ‘t-s as'gn Of II-Iwu syclically, the
Hasuseholdds sipe netsav- post-pandemic demand
stability onthe Tor services, both domestic

s m Inidia, |l|||| their 81

Important. Aned ! /]
s by,

of recuerent debit, s sustaluatidll
The stanadard psbibic debs sustad
amework, when applied to b
neenuint defic
2-2.5% of G
actount defiel were 2% ol .
stabiliy will mast b hure .u.d net external la-
[Nt kel rem I
Withthee diefle \|u|Lu|
baliw the sustalnabile lovel, IIu-n ls an
opporienity forgoae b terms ol pederntally
higher Investment rte, Bt who exactly s
faegolng thisopportund
Pl trends amaong three key econamle

Eiven
W

il

assels such as ho

ambid limited  (ncome

growth and vising dobt, insufficient
Companies used Lo be

net horrowers, but have investment in

gradually turmed nta net

savers over the st doc-  INclia’s economy

adin, Thede 81 gap used 10
et riiiael - 2% ol G, bt
T |-m'mlunllg, rlwulmu ositive e

wherration thist eompanles i

external front ™
s but also reflects

ternal, has besn
el stronger than for
i fienuring, There has
i growth

teation of the @
sl The bachownrd linboges of this see-
tor hagepen o be relatvely weak, Foreach
awedditiomal collnr worth ofoss put by i, only

undertaking o mug]u ..pu.ll
by 1

agents—the L pent, hose
Boslils sinel firmns—show Mrms are |uI|L||m
Thiegensernl gevernmient s anet bormower,

|1Ill|||(|.|\ll' b ll.'u.tiu sl riseof thie serv-
ceRseclon,

A0cens reflects the lnpais i chsorhs rom
other sectors n theseonanmy. For theman-
ulacturing sector, in contrast, this propor-

ioa {s mmuch hgher o 73 cents,

Two other intertwined kssues behind
Ruelclsstre: Ensslasess capl tal expencire are
the post-pandembe weakness in low-end
imarifscturing il excess Forelgn capacity,
whieh his pesalted In seiff competiton

Trnchuasirind procdueckon daes shows seciors
5% of
v sl ot
c g, In
movmnna of theesae, sabeh o Leathor and appared,
vk thar tsaill dosve by moee s Bfth from.
thelr pre-pundemic vels,
Excesscapacity, :.mJ:

wd S100 billion, with $40
Bulllio ackded overh theee vears This
s with the yuin deprocimting ona
Mective bans due to relatively low

e e ratee Chiness goods huve beconme
sprecially [ low-tech categuries,
Tovsanim asgs, o eonmpiles demnd problem
clin's wenl business caplial

dleficit much bedow the sesainulbde
e ks e slnughe solution, but the
0 higher Investment rate lsunde-
Faitablie, Tadkia's capitil sioc il I
Towyer Clhan that of o peer eoonomies,
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INDIKS FORMER PERMANENT
REPRESENTATIVE 0 THE UN

0 the recent
events n
Bangglodesh
requiie the et
soning of the
strutegie outcomes of the
December 171 war that led
to the emetigence of an bndi
pendent nation” What ume
India’s  broader strategic
Incentives in the light of
e changen? Al kast four
majer strategie oubcommes of
the war remain relevant for
Iruchias it 0 tirne when interma.
tional relations e in e period
of unpredictsble chum,
First, the war proved the
holkvwness of the two-nation
thenry on e Luss of which
the British government par-
thoned Inds in August
14T, The war woa triggered
by the refusal of Pakistan o
aceepl the outeome of its
1070 notional  elections,
which had given the man-
date i the Awami League, o
political party based on line
gubtic rather than religious
identity. The refusal of the
Pakistan arnmy to acoept the
swearimg-in - ol Shelkh
Mujibur Rahoman, the Mus-
lim Jeader of the Awami
Leengiue, as the Prime Minis

wr of Pukistan, led to the
political dismomberment of
P istan theough thewat

The strateghe ouleome for
Irndia's Intereds in inde
pendent  Bangladesh  that
emerged from East Pakistan
has been adkneswlodged. The
dramatic tranaformation of
thee TnedioeBangledeals bilat-
oral relationship i eredited
W the “forward looking
visdon ' of ousted Banglaclesh
Prime Mindster and Awaml
League leader Shelkh Hasi
na It s this vision that
neods to be ‘ted down' by
Irsdia now o envure that the
wenie of religon-based poli:
tien or terror does not derail
Irscin-Baryglode sh relationa
Inddin haw asaiduously built
up m range of rlocu tors
in Bangladesh, particularly
during the past 15 years
that Hasinawas in powet, 10
calibrate this effoet in o
oheErenl minne.

Becord, thewar proved that
Indin could set to intervene
mitarly in the fomer Fast
Pukistan 1o create “cond)
than of stability and wellbe
ing which are necesmary for
peaceful and friendly wls-
tong" iArticle 50 of the UN
Charter) between India and
Ran gladesh. Indla conchaded
its  armex] campalgn  on
Decenbes 16, 1071, and with:
dhew e military forces Mom
Bangladesh by March 12,
1072, Mustrating  how
humanitarian  inlervention
eun woek in praction in inter-
nrustiomad relataons.

This strateghc outvome has
provided the foundation for

OPED
Strategic outcomes of 1971 war must not be jettisoned

PARTNERSHIP: ndia han extendisd 58 bn inlines of credit 1o Bangladesh for cons

the sustamnable deve lopment
of Indin-Bangladesh bilateral
mwlntions, particularly i the
wonomic  and  secunty
sphemws Major outoomes in
ol yenm, apart from fro-
quent  highbevel  politieal
exchanges which have been
af mutual benefit to the peo-
e of bl eountries, Ehs
trate this well

Connectivity projects have
e Banghode s an impor-
tant stralegle partner for
India's links with ity northe
castern wtates  through
Bangladesh, This hashad an
Impact on India's Act East
Policy an well. About $8 bil
Bon i theee lines of aedit
by bisens esctendied by India
w Punghdeh in recent
vears for speciile connective
ty propects, These include
the construction of the
Akhoure- Agartala radl link,

Ousted Bangladesh
PM Hasinas
Torward Jooking
vision' needs o be
‘ted dowy’ by India
50 that the gende of
religion-based
politics does not
derall bilareral ties.

mjects. 1

wratwhile Pangladieshi
oncloves in India and 111
erstwhile Inclan enclives in
Banglsdesh b0 the other
ooty Thin label the ground.-
work for  operationalising
uppropriate bowler moanoge
ment ystems on both sides,
incucing for border fencing,
Jobnt inspection of boundary
plllar and pint bourdary
demoreation, induding of
rivering boundiries, which
impact on securiy  and
migration ismes

In July 2004 the Hague
bused. Permanent Court of
Attribution of the UIN Conven.
tion on the Law of the Sea
UNCLOS)  had  awnrdisd

Banglodesh an ares of 15 467

the deedging of inland
waterways in Bangladesh
and the comatruction of an
Indig-Bangladesh  Friend:
whip Pipeline for the anriuge
of highspesd diesel from
Incis  Into  Bangladesh,
which was Inaugurated
March 202, As many as six
- 1065 ruil links betwein
Inclia and Bangludesh have
been  resctivated,  while
Bangkudesh's ports of Chit
tagory and Mongls have
been made available for
Incion  trunsit corge to
North-East Inlia.

The Inckis- Banglaleshi bor-
et covering 4.008.7 km, b
the longest kind border that
Inehia shares with any of ity
rierd g boiirn. O Uhe mddrid ghit
of July 31, 20015, India and
Banghckesh  wmplemented
their historic Land Boundary
Agreement to tansfer 5]

mq) km, four-ifth of the total
e of 25602 sy kon disputend
mantme bouncary  with
Inddia in the Bay of Bengal
India’s swifl sccoptance of
e el prowided thee imgee-
tus for gemwraling miutual
trust aned confidence with
Banglodesh. It also ke o the
dymamic growth of regonal
enoperalion, with the Bay of
Bengal Initiotive for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Eor
mmibe  Cooperation  (BIM-
STEC) estoblishing s
Secreturial in Dihados,

Third, following the uncon-
ditional serrender of the Puk:
fstan army on December 16,
1670, by Invekion, strantegtie ookl
Uons were created in South
Asda for psserting the primocy
of i e rgf i e thirough
akaberal ireaty based negotia-
tiona. The Simia Agmecmont,
wigned in July 1672 ak o bilad-
eral trealy, was negotiated

wl gned by the elected
povernments of Inds ond
Pukistan, It wae registered
with thee United Nations as o
bzl frummework thit can be
Invwaleed “beflors any organ of
the United Notions” under
Article 102 of the UN Charter

This stmtegic outoome has
served  India's  interests
well. It han ensured that an
undemocratic  and  unne
formed UN Security Councll
has  not  seoesded  in
reopening  the  Kashmir
imue after thewar Inelia has
priovitised applying bilter
ol frumework s to address its
imputes with its neighbours
vither than tlaking mich
Lo tpees ks b (it I
Taterul fromeworks

Fouath, the wir established
Inclin's ability to act involcing
the principle of ‘strulegic
mtonomy’, India put its
national interests alsove inter-
national altempts W dictate
bermrs o Il Bamoiggh the UN
i December 1071 The most
wtrikang Eustrthon of this wos
the reland to e display of o
nuclearamed mantime foree
by the USS Enterprise in
Bay of Berggal W try and pre
wvent Incha from nchbeving its
ohijectives in the war,

At atimewhen internation.
ol relations are being increas
ingly sulijected tothe dictates
of magor militiay  powers,
including the mpostion of
unilstersl mnetions, ‘strate.
B autonamy’ 1 o staitegic
onsteome of the 1971 war that
Inchia has a strong incentiee
to budkd upon s it tranadtions
intoa major powes

Time running out to preserve cultural heritage of Punjab

MUAJGEN BALWINDER SINGH
CONVENER, PUMIAB STATE
CHAPTER, INTACH

Thas Pun-

jab et been

ol e s it

cultumil b

ge o B

achaibigge and boost its poono-

my? 1 i bevose of our disoe

et with cur heritgeor a ldk

of vigkon on e pant of sugoes-
shve governiments?

Punjob's  heritage con
beroome 0 magor sowrce of
attraction for tourists from
all iwer the world i the right
sleps are laken af the right
me, Several invaders passesd
theough Punjab o mach the
rent of Dncls. Many wars were
foughton thds Land, This sthe
larel of the Sikch Guras, who
ke macrifices for e cause
ol humanity. Regarcled as the
food bewd of India, the sate
mace & significant aontribu-
et o the strisgdle for Inde-
pendenoe and suffered the
o duringg Partition

The cultural herftage of
Praraby b s rich thiat musny of
tw gems mee ved W be ntudied
by scholars amd historiang
Unfortunately, seveml her-
Itage strucures in the sate
an i a pothetic state, And i
efforts  are ot  initisted

immdintely o mpserve o
mentore them, they may be
trretrievably damaged

In o evn marked by rapid
echnologicnl achancenonts
el globulisition, the preser
vation of cultural hetitage hoaa
becone both mome challeng
ing and more arucal than ovwe
Cultural hertage — encom:
psing tengilde axets ke
o wments, artefscts and
stes on well m Intongible
opeets such as taditions and
lanunsigen forma  the
bedrock of our collective son-
ity It pornects us Lo our past,
onwriches our present and influ-
ences our fulure, Therefore, it
i impemtive 1o sdopdt contam.
porary  schuncemaonts o
onuury bhe preservation of her
iyt for futire genemtions,
Culbtural hevitage s not just a
neposilony off history bud o lov
ingt embociment of communk
ty volues, bebefs and expord
imces. I fostors o senae of
belorging and serves o8 a
-:undmpmmn Fusthes it

STATE OF NEGLECT: Maharajs feargit Sinvgh's summer padace st Dinane g, Gurdespur.
I ls imporative o identfly and protect key historcal stes. fa s

Besides, #t i aucial o
address ethical  congders:
oo Ly b e that diigital
andd technological interven:
tiorl pesipeoct the authenticity
url sgnifiennos of eultuml
heritage. By balancing mno-
vation wi th traditions, we ain

wtributes bowe create ke ot nabegies
potrde developarent through  that honour our past while
wurisrn and mass  media,  erbrocing the future,

enihanct g social cobwesion ard
intercultum] diadogue

Thee Lribiggition ef contermgo-
ey alvanosments Lo cultural
Thevitage s not just about acopt-
gy mew bechinodogties but also
Eomoting  interdisiplingy
mllabosution ool inchustve
proctions, By bringing together
ocperts from various felds,
wuch an archacokedy, materal
scsonsor annd elligital wechnology,
we mn divelop @ holistic
approach 1o proservation.
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The twed of the hour bs
Integrate modern elemants
thoughtlully into trditional
mettingg, Mockian wchitecture
cun be designed to comphe
ment  historxcal  landmurde
without overshadowing them
Tnenrpocite rocdorn amendtis
o infristriaciuns into histon:
omd b bt wny' Chul wgte Uhee
eciiting  architecture  and
mnibiiance, This could be dore
usng  tmditional  budlding
materials or designs in a new
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Culiurad heritage
lonms the
bedmck ofour
collective identity.
It connects us to
ourpast, enriches
ourpresent and
influences our e

onttruction, Besides, wemust
preserve and restose our older
i, which fucilitate net:
‘sl coaling bn the horrid hisat
of e nenthern plidng

It by imperative o bdentily
ancl peokoct kary hstoricul ates
that represent S begacy of our
pat, "Themer ks i nesd o restone
sl onstudritain Uhim by wesing
mckern wehnbques, Further
iz shitbil consider the alap
thve et of heritage budldings
for conmponry  pupos=s
sich @ fuiscuns, culturad
vty o boutigquee hetels This
cny st v B b st
el structures while presory

longuages ond  higorical
mites often embody the iden
tity and values of 8 commu-
mity or sockety. Purjab has
the grit 1o overcoms all the
challeniges and bring ulout &
positive change,

Socketies evolve, ind miod-
embmtion  oftm  brngs
v in erma of techinoks
ey, infrostructure, healihoore
andd shuoation fuclities, We
should  embrmee these
mchanosmienits o §rprove the
qquality of Bfe and meet the
aurent  challenges,  Frame
peicien than badanoe deseslogr
mént poals with  heritage
preservation. This might take
the form of soning Liws, her
Rage peotection regulations
anel incentives for the acap
tive meusie of historken] budlek
g Implement modernis-
GUon  projects thal e
mistadnadile ared environment:
Mrtenwdly: And use green tedh
mkogrhes ind proctices to min.
imise the mpact on heritage
e aned Uhedr surotindings

Latting local communitios
have a say in decigons relats
od 0 the development of
Whese stes will b o stop in
the right direction. Their
inputs can ensure that mid-
wrnlgation efforts wre made
while taking into considera-
B wuir eultural vishies and
vaditions, The mpact of

wur cultural hestage instead
of diminishing it. Notably,
the orj@nality of the Jollisn-
wils Bagh got compromised
o an extent during the
regtoration of the memorl
thres years ago,

Thee gresmuminl st oo
up with @ swareness cume
paign that tagets stucenta in
schoods and colleges, Organis-
ingg events that eelelsmites local
el itomsmnd oulivme ot echaca.
thonal institutions will not only
help preserve our heritigo but
also enoourage ourism and
oo cevelopment

By tbing these meamres,
society can nandgte the com
phex interplay  betwwen her
itage and modemistion, o
that both pepects contribiute to
o vibrant and sustalnalble
Future. Maintaining o talance
s crudal for preserving cul
tural identity while progress-
g with Ui Linmes

Volumtesrs of INTACH,
wurking ot the stole and dis-
trict levels, possens experting
in preservation and conser
vatlon,  The government
mndst taker full achvmrt agge of it

Presorving our culural hee
Hage in the fuce of modern
dhallengen wecuires a for
warel-thi ki b g apparoach thit
harnessos COMEmpOTIEY
advenoements. By embire
ing chiggital technologies, daty

g e herd e vaaduie, mixlernisation on heritage  snalytied, matertal scence
We nevd 10 have asenseof  sites and traditions will have  and community engagement,
prihe in our eulture and bee- tobe wgularly smessed, Pl we can protect and oelebroate
Hinige, .l\nd we  ghould des and practioes must be lurll‘umdhl‘rlhmr [I i our
§ ledye the o i kbbbl 1"
of preserving cultural her- Itcan help sodety make sire safeguard tht‘ cultuml treas
Rge. "Trad cuntoms, it e erthanoes  ures that disline us,

o a
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Hindenburgat it again
Market regiulator SEBI's credibility at stake

VER i your aed o halfafter ot otimed upia hoe-

niet's rest by secusing Uhe Adanl Group of

pulling off ‘the largest con incoporate his

tory', US shortseller Hindenburyg Research

s tradeed it guns on the chalrpemon of
SER(Securitios and Fxchange Boaed of Indian, Mackbabsl
Buch, and her husband, Flgging conflictof interest, Hin
dienvbuarg has allegord that the couple had stikes in obseun:
alfsbome flands used in the finandal scandal, The | sl
tion b that the country’s market regulitos, tsked with
peoteeting the interests of investon in seourition, took its
Toot off the probe pedal in view of o presumably commer
alal el thonghip between the Budhy and the Adands,

The icrvs tion — tras hid by the couple as widl as the
conglomenite — {8 provocative o the Supreme Court
had in January boc lu'r] SEflothe hilt, stating that the
latter was conducting o ‘comprehensive ivestigation’
intes e o] manipulbation of ock prioes and there was
o i 1o tranafer the cise to a apoecial investigaton
toam. Th fuith reprosed in SEBL by th apex court hid
radsed eyebrows; after all, had the court trusted the
hoard unguestioningly oll along, why would B hove st
up i separate expent panel to look into regulatory lipaes
i tha wakee of Hindenburg s January 202 repont ?

At stoke her i SEB's crvdibdlity, oven as konives une
agadn out in the political arena. The Congress hos relter-
ot s demand for o joint parbanmentey committes o
et gt e s i f e ety Repostedly sccusod of
olng the et mile for keading corporntes, the goverme
et needs to do much better than 1 st allege that the
main Opp party and Hind ' are in eahoots
Transparency is a must to dear the alr, the Imprestion
that SEBLis reluctant to complete its proboe in ol res pects
ought to be dispeiled. Hindenbarg might not be cony
bl abiove bonmd itself, but 12 cladms cannot be comie
nbently brushed asde; they meed 1o be countered with
Innchia o taade facta, Th sooner U better fdling which the
overniment's pro-vestor sk will sulfer o big jolt.

Anuanced approach

SC ruling on hijab balances faith, education

HE Supeeme Court's declilon to patially
iy thie Muribed colle e ciroulr banning the
hjab, while upholding rontrictions on the
rdggoy aesed baarga, striked o conamondable bal-
wnowe between respocting religious sent iments
el ackd resdng the progratie needs of modem educe
o, Tt im & musnewd attermpt 1o reconcile culturnl tradi
tions with the demands of contem porury scademic mvi-
ronment, This dedwlon umlrnuns the mponana of
frmtering o Lnclusi phwre while madntaining
cipline and unifiemity within institutions. By alowing
thee it eting f ik thves iy

OPINION
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How democracy collapsed in Bangladesh

Political intolerance, corruption and violence against opponents led to Hasina's downfall

GURDACHAN JAGAT
FORMILR GEVERNGI, MANIPUR,
AND EXDOR JAMMU & KASHNIR

N o suternent made under
the seggin of 8 groug called
VO3 for Kamak', some
promminent leaders of the
h indistry  (Linkedln
Founeler Hedd HodTrman, Apple co-
Finander Steve Woesiok and Sun
Microsystems codounder Vinod
Khoalo) sl they were Lnitid in
thelr suppart for Kamaola Harvis
in this‘plvotal moment’, "Weare
faro-busi ness, proAmeriain
dream,  pro-entrepreneurship
and proechnologial progres
We believe in democracy an the
backbone of our nation We
believe that strong, trustworthy
Institutions are o feature, not o
g, mre Wt ouar industry — and
every other indus try — would col-
lapar witheut them,” the group
waie] in the statement, siged by
cnver T00 teh Jeackers. Thin evun
clates the two foundatknal pein.
ciphes on the basis of which deved:
oped countses hove progressed
democrucy and ingtitutons,
These are the two principles
enfurod strongly by men and
women of courage who hove
fiona ghit and chefvatied the fosces of
mutecracy, choon, Bscism and vio-
Fenae, The gghd ba stll oe ind te
forcenof autoctney and chaos are
alttind ngadnat chamieracy ind the
rube of low, Moat of the inatit.
Uoms mandisted by the conatitu
tony anel purlinment have stood
sondfont in theircuties in most of
Eumpe and Noth  America,
although they are opposed by
stion i determbnid foros.

Thie Magna Cartas Libertatum®
{Latin for greal chates of free
dom) dedured the sovendgn to
e skt vt e “rude ol anel
chocumient od b Blerties held by
"free men’, providing the foun-
clation for individual rights in
Angglo-Americon jurispridence,

CHADS: What bogan os studert uivost wis

Suibseruently, the ‘divine right
of kngs' wan grodually taken
wway, leading o the cstabidish.
ment of democracy. 1t was this
transition in society, where the
rule of low wnd the empower-
iment of the common aitizen were
vatabilinhed, that paved the way
for the oreation of the great
democracdes. To quote formir
British PM Masgneet Thatcher,
“A country in pot rch just
lsecntine of s natural resouves.
If this were so, your country
{Ruinsial worlel iltacky be one of
the rechest in the world. Bu
oountries aw prosperous only in
w0 far @ the system of govem:
menil encourages th enberr s
of the poople, For [t i enterpiiae
which creotes wealth. ., The aipi-
taliem which | suppert s not a
e foeudl Ervevich the powerful
are phile toexplol thelr posktion
ol the experue of drmess, decen-
oy and the common good, Cagl-
talism can only function when
Uherer o wtrongg and just nade of
Lo, o whic b everyon e, Lnchadin g
the governmint, is answerabide”

T tisker the argusminial Nerther, |
oun be seen that mont of the devel:
opeddcountries haverwived overa
o] of e srong Enatifutions,

Demuocratic
instittions were
emasculated and
could notor would not
performtheir duties
Ihestreets weretaken
over by the cadres of
the ruling party.

Lo, forees oo Lo U divelogs
went of the pooe and downtrod.
e, forves fvouring the ruding
puity, oobere or individusl
Now comibng o the country in
the conbead of whi ch the alove has
lzvou wiitten, Hangladesh or East
~ s i was then knewn
= haad sl the ngrdients neces-
ey o b ot on e own, Palig-
wally, culturally wad hstoreally, i@
Thad mothing in oommon with Prde
i gt peligg o (that also was
it okl Hmv\\-r it continued to

Laringg, an chortend govement was
foermied ad with this aned e fir-
ation of chemooratic |natulions,
the mirepreneudal g was
nelense]. Pangludedh stated 1o
grow eoonomsaally and so did the
people's atandard of Bving, The
nation sturted Emproving on mest
perumeters of development
hnarrvian wndl firsancnl. AL the same
time, the edemal and (ntemal
forves of destabilsation were ol
worke undler the guddanos of Pak
latany intellygenee mprcien and
esdremist Idamicongnisations. In
e o flaces th ot of these
Fosbois, thee ruling ety cid nedl and
the administrutive struchare also
beyian 1o reson o extm-juckcinl
s, Gradually o maldse s
In — politial Intolvance, comap-
thon, vinlence ngin opponents.
Mo and mone Opposttion beaders
arel activists were kcked up,
Churyes of rgygieng eection s wen
Ievellod aguinst the ruling party,
el Opposithon pastees wene not
albowed o functhon freely, Demo-
cmlhe institutiony were emascu-
Latesd ek consldl mot or would pot
perform thedr duthes. The stroets
were taken over by the oadres of
the ruling party.

When  the  oisl  came,
Pariglackeshy hiel betome a dicta-
torship bereft of Indepencdent
and srong instifutions. What
begin as student wsrest was
politically ond adminktratively

wars aned thetr instituSions did nat
finch in the fce of adverity bt
i n strength and emenged
wictorous, On this cither hanid bis
dhevudopesd sned mooently inckepond-
el ooindries maght have statesl
with the right inforitions and insti-
futions, but soon aived in o the
bt fir powerr and maoney, bissdes
triggotry, andd in the bangain gradu.-
ally destiyad ther institutions
Derrocmey e way 10 sulocmey
il the dictatership of a ity or o
coberieor o prrson o much so thik
U anmeed fomces aume o be
Kockerd upon as o besoon of hope
allh_uw. the

the bron heelof
the Nldntunlmn,v whach bt oo
& pelgn of leror amd massaches.
The ey was the court of *fied
el Bast resont”; all other institu:
Wi had boin eimasculatod. The
people rose and formed the Mukt
Bahind anl a crecilale kader ros
in the frm of Shelch Mughur
Fabuman, Backed Ly the sage ol
ooiimgeous ladendhip of Iodira
Gandhi, Panglodesh wis bom,
‘Trigeddy stick ot the vary begn:
iyt with e s nation of the
Shelkh and most of his family
wnembers in VTS The amy ad
the forces of autocucy begin o
aull the shots sgain. Bangladesh
metumed umrumum Hirwamrer,

Sheikhll wiih th

- futech by thr
aned puark 1t Thy with |

e onabaugh Iulhc:lti(hl;

“The
the onslaught of the two work]

oratic foroes opposal ko te nile of

I\u' people, bemme U |n|)ulnr
leader of Banglodesh. Eledions
were held, padinment come into

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

mishandled.  Finally,  Hasbna
ordiered the police and the mmy
irshoot dewam herown citon —
hunckrods daecd, and the biood will
wtain b hancls forever, She had
W o the aointry which haid
brought badk her fither to un
independent  Bangladesh  and
shve winits adone in some obscu e
onprser of Dellal S axybuem mane-
where. Coming back o the state-
mam gl the begnning, “we
hebeve in democricy as the back-
bone of eur nathon. W bellevwe
that stronig, trustworthy bstitie-
tionmire @ featum, not s g, and
that our indhastry — and every
ather industry — would collapse
without them, " One wioilkd just
el Rhad rok just the industry, the
whole ruitho ncould collapese,
Thae cassithioy & eeenbaer of
the Tribume Trus

und burga, the SC han st o precedent that other instite-
thor with srndlar B es woukd dowiell b Follow.

Ther court's appeodch recognbes that echication i not
st abount irperting knowbod ge but also sbout emsurng
that stuckerts can participete fully in the sodemie egpoe-
riencn, Byoe covernggi con inhibit interaction, an essential
component of the kaming process The arder supports
the bcdion thint whibe religious froedom i fundmmontal, it
should not come: ot the eapense of the edumtonalmilien
This decision offers o tem plate for resolving shmdlar dis-
pute across Uhe country, The Kamataka hijob ause, for
eacimiphe, could benefit from Uhis badanced poripoctive,
wvoiding the polarisng outcomes seen in other states
Countries like Tarkey, which have Mooy gragpled
with the mbe of relijgous symbobi in seailar nstitutions,
gt A the Ineblan approsch rstructive.

This maling emphosises that educational institue
thona shaould focus on erapowering students rmther than
on Lm poning restrictive dress codes. By navigaling the
fine line betwoen tradition and modemity, the SC has
taken o slgnificant step towards ensuring that educs
tional natitutions remain inclusive, respectiul and pro-
gressbve spaces for all students,

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Mahatmaji and the foods
THE staternent which Mahaton Gandhd has made on the sliject
althe South Indian Bocds both b the course of o pross interview
and of a letter nddressed by him to K Nataranjen is ot onoe an
nbsolutely just and oomect estimate of the situition created by
this awiul calammity, aned un Qhuminasting commentary upon the
miantaken potion s which so many people entertain reganding the
Mahatma's sttitude towunds the Govemment. A newspaper
reporier with, mther mone than his shew of the @i of imagine:
thon and rother less than his ghare of the sense of truth, justice
ise) Fngriseas B mt tribistind o the Mahatma the ciuel and hea.
less statement that all that the situation demanded was that the
ucted men and women should spin, and a comespondent had
Impeoved upon e report by makding the imoaginary satoment
the subject of taunting comment, When the Mahatma's otten-
thon wan drown to the matter e mdd: "I never saild any such
thing. 1 have sent several tolegmms o the oflicted Prsidency,
bt kn not one of them. | even mentioned the word spinning of
kehacibar, | must, however, ackhome to the opinkon | have gven thit
lhr wellel i beyond thi: mpacity of nrmnlwlew ﬁv-‘suk

A greatdemocracy must be progressive or it will soon cease to be agreat democracy. — theodare ool

Mr Roosters
death stare

Raspinu O nuwor

/| Aneredalti Cottagee, in Kolhapur my mother's home
Rewers. Many relatives whe had nehere o gowene ighv-

en refiyie by my grancmother i that buge of tage, which was
Bkt i 1027, i Uhode i, hiomes wisre bl b Use contie of
o large walled garden, with space for children to play, fumiBes
Lo ridax and ostotes overflowing with Dowers, fruit trees and
vegitable gurdens. These striing old bulldings are memings.
conl of o bygune ero — lrge, dnghe-soreped homes with red
tlled rools, whitewashed walls, wimp-arou nd verandohs and
large manicured gardens with sbundant Bowers displaying a
npt of eodour, | was |m|mhl!y foned of the mango and jamun

Uhier wmiogres sy 1 nar U front door

Thene places had tollets outslde the house. You eould
call it the outhouse, the privy, the kybo or something
maone, OF course, most homes had the squnt wilet or the
“Indian toilet’, not Hiked by many.

T 1067, whien my parenty got marriod, my grandmother's
pirloriy wa to instal the Western atyle’ tallet fiar my ther, in
Avmiy offbcer: Duringg U 1965 India- Paded stan War, he had been
severely wounded (n o skirmish with Pakistani soldiers in
Kashmir and was taken to the Command Hospital at Pune,
where the Tove b the Umes of wie” Bory beganwith my moth-
er. D hud been wounded in the dght beat, which had 1o be
amputated. After a long period of recupenton and treatrment,
Inchuding the fitting of an artificial lmb, he wos presented with
o cholce of what 1o do ned. He chose 1o remain with the
infantry, ditermbned W overconme his handicagp,

Bourtryg this kn mind, grandmaother hod set forth on her quest
o find the perfiset room and place for the Westem style pol
“The longish mom that wan largely weed as o sore and ]
housed the chickens was the chosen place. With u great four-
hah, the potwas natilled and pat o use.

‘Those were exciting times for a child o share her pri-
vacy with o bunch of hens clucking sround or laying a
few ‘golden’ eggs on straw that hsd been placed conve.
niently wround. But inall this mayhem, we had an (asue:
the problem lay with Mr Rooiter, who thought he was the
"King of the Barn', His plercing stire and loud crowing
were enough to scare many to exit the barn fuster than
the speed of light und never return

Mr Rooater would erow whenever he aaw any kind of

N Y summes vacstion was spent ot our family bungalow

e B efficiently. Pr | will cor
the worl dore by the State agency.” In his lettor to Natarajan, the
Mahatma went o step further and humoroualy sald that he felt
like shooting the reporter when he saw Use report, but os it was
liggndnat bin ereed he subsidid and beliewsd thal no sane mon o
wintnuen woulkd ereddit him withany such sbwund remurks. There
s nomention of the wheel” he added, “many of my wires"

—

it arywhiere near what he consldered ite oo
ry. Well, he didn't soare me 8 bit, and we kept up o per-
petual battle of territorial cluims,

Thanks to him, [ learnt the ‘death stare’ — [ have per
Fetted the ant of gliving someone the same treulment: an
mngry look that shows them the intenslty of my annovance
and keops Uhe umvanted at bay!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

B'desh haunted by ghosts of past
Hefor to 'Daces Dhaka/1075-2024° (The
Girent Gamel one couldn't help but feel a
st of détl v as Sholkch Hasina stepped
dhowry we thee PM and fed Bangludesh in
e fmce of growing protests, AMer all, who
can forget the 1671 Liberation War or the
coup of 10787 But those who owsted
Sheikh Haxina from power do not have a
clear and cohorent vison for the future of
Bangladesh. The group of protestors |
made up of people with disparate ideodo-
gles. Now that Mubammaed Yunus, a schol-
ar of international repute and Nobel laure-
ate, b at the helm of affuirs in Dhako,
there s hope that members of minodty
commimitics will be ahielded from mols
violence aned vandaliim,

AL BAHADUR YADAY, FATE HATAD

Regjional stability at stake
Apropos of ‘Dacea-Dhaka/1975-2024'; the
oolumn has fghtly undersconed the need
for India to tweok its strategy in the wake
of the formathon of & new Interm govers-
ment in Bangladesh, Now thit Prime Min-
Ister Sheikh Hasina has been ousted, New
Delhi’s focus should be on engaging defily
with the new regime. Indin continumd o
express support for Uhe Awami League gov-
emment even when the US called into
quention the credibility of the general olec-
tons hekl earlier thin year that had handed
Husing another term. Sa, it should actively
ook dialogue with the new government
and offer diplomatic and sconomic support
W the meighbour o ensure that bilateral
relationn do not suffer. Ensuring regional
wabillity bs th need of the hour.
CHANCHAL 8 MANN, U NA

Misuse of

The grant of badl to former Delhi Deputy CM
Mlinish Stsadia morks a rumph of ustio
owver pobitical vendetta. His release from
prison after 17 months & o reminder that
bkl shyonaled e the norm, nat jodl, The SCver.
chiet in in line with o pesition that the court
han refterted peveral times — that ball
shoukl not be withheld as o form of punish-
ment Since the beginning, the cose hos
rulsedd questions about the misase of inves-

tigative agencies, highlighting the complex
Inberplay of polities and the judicinl process
1t b imperative to ensire that the law s not
wieaponised to target the Opposition. Siso
dhin’s relensie gves bope W other AAP lead-
ers embrolled in legal woes.

SEWA SING H, AVIITSAR

Javelin throwers Arshad Nodeem and
Newra) Chopra have both ereated history
ol the Olympics by winning gold and sll-
ver, respectively. This marks a high for
South Aslan athletes. Neeraj, who has
once again won over a billion hearts, hay
moww misde i1 4o the pantheon of the great-
est sthletes in the world. By clinching
the silver medal this time, Neern) has
proved that his stellar performance at
the Tokyo Olymples was no fluke. His
success al the Games has inapired mil-
Hons of budding s portspersons
PODUA, 1Y MAIL

No country for girls
Reler W the plory Jind school princpal
rapes Class IV student’; it Is o matter of
shunme that in Haryana girks are not even safe
im el The incide nt sonrs the mered rela-
tierahip between o teocher and a student.
Whits even sehool primcipals peey on vilner-
alble children, the much-touted government
slogan of ‘Beth Bachao, Beti Podhao' rings
bl Flaryan has sdly become one of the
moat dangerous states for women, The per-
petrator must fee stdngent punishment,
RAJ KUMAR KAPOOR, ROPAR

Rapist must get harsh punishment
Apaupon of ' Jind school prineipal rpes Class IV
Wuckent'; the incident s & blot on the position
that the culpeit holds, The hetnous sowill ghat-
tier thar abth that students have in their school
suthorties Sending Sie dimggraosd prindyal o
Jundlwilll oot sudTace. Hedeserves exemplary pur
inhunent. The incident has stnsck foar in the
minds of youngsters The onus s on the author
ithen oo cvrmed 1o st the mudents of thdr
wafily, Besiden, thare b a nevd o everhaul the
procedhure fo appeott headmastons or principals
of schools in ruml aras

COL RS NARULA (RETO), PATIMA

ety ho e Exitor, e in costile sfiac o, Shoutd nok ewoeed the 200 woed kmit,

Therst shouk! bo cogeriy wiien Al can be aeet by el tex
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CONTRAPUNTO

If my mind can conceive it and my heart
can believe it « then | can achieve it
MUHAMMAD ALI

Model For Medals

Olympics tally won't rise unless more athletes
are picked. Create larger talent pool

mmeddal tally of G- nogoled - ks o disappointing Olympie porformanoe
Alm Tnvelian, There weere as many as 6 four theploce nishes that

could havee gone our wiy, but fora nation of L4bn, even thats
not really good enough. Though there ks no doubt Indla hos loproved
conslderably ot Gaumes since Boi)ing 2008, we have stayed in the 29
modal range in the lnst five editions, In what 1s o stelking and
soboring contrast, China bagged socond place in totul medals tally

Py e s it motehed US Innumber of golds, For India, rethink
v and implementation bs required tomove to the next lovel,

Contingent's still small | One reason we haven't enough to show
T thad wearen't sendingenough athletes o Olymples, Our 117 athlotosat
Yurds ke fi presentatbon of just .0 per mn populition. Compare
that with 27,8 for New Zealand. O Japan, with less than enetenth of
our poplation, sending more than 400 athletes. A lavger pool ot the
G 15 e first step togoup the medal tally Increasting te number of
Aot we o pete In lsoneway thisean
be done. At Paris, we were in the
vickoning injust 16of thed2aports, Our
meighbour China competed in 0. The
problom s (oo few athletes qualify for
Olymple selections,

Expand pool to draw from |
rtnlent base 18 whot's
desdd B more of our athletes areto
Lify for the Games, Cur top-level
nfra has Improved immensely in
recent years, But, barring sporting
[ s Hke Haryano and Punjaby, it is largely urban talent that is
benediting fream such infen, This will not changoe withowt o grossroots:
basedd npproach, We need to creato a sporting culture and bubld
infraut our schools and universitios, Such infra 18 what (s bohind
US's sporting suee To take Just one example, American
piversities have produced US gympasties champlons,

Reform sporting bodies | And thon there's the pressing need (o
change how our sporting federations function. As the Wrestling
Fedleration of India controversy highlighted, politiclans, thelr kin, or
thedr aldeseantinue to rule the roost ot many of these bod bes, often at the
costof ourathletes, A Vinesh Phogat bloomed not bocase of the system
but despite it, Thie Natlonal Sports Development Code of Dndba, meant
o reform thedr funethoning, 18 yet to be followed by many fedorations,
Unless this changes, we might have o continue to endure
underwhelming porformances at sport's greatest ovent,

Property, Propriety
Two jobs for wagf 1PC: block ways for dodgy
business & retain hoard's unique identity
Au thie Wagl Amendment BUL with 40 amendments goos to o

Joint parliamentary committos, parties must keep in mind

the unlqueness of wagl nlongsido the urggont need for sharp
oversight of its management and property. 11 good to remember
thetwo parts of wagf, jurisdiction and administeation, have nlways
beon contestod issues.

Complexity | Waql Is n unigue Islambe charitablo endowment,
rties movableand immovable, All profits from wogl
hes are o be used for charity, Property can also agsume the
orof owaaf by (s usageover thme. 1¢1s irrevocablio bn its use,
AsSChad held, once i wagf, al wagl, The very notureof wagl
makes ita complex phenomaonon,

Misuse | While that s wagl"s noble
nature, it is the notse-noble nature of fts
administeators down the deciades that
has made many wagl 1ss cessplts of
graft and misuse, a political hot potato
and o fraught matter for the Muslim
community. State woql bodies abuse
suntabllity and transparency. Enumeration of property 18
. Disputes are
“ases run for

1 inffed, underfunded
waqgl tribunals, Land mafia bas grabbed waql propecty, Enforcement
of existinglow is absent - it's lucrative to look away.

What's needed | Opposition parties and Muslim bodies b
challonged the amendments ms failing constitutional guarantoes,
Objections hive been mised to amendments proposed, such ns
onling asset management by GOL steipping state wagl’ bonrds of
power, veplacingeleet lons fostnte wagfs w amlnations, opening
CEQ-=ship of a board to non-Muslims, among others. Yos, wagl
s 0,41 aeres counteywide, eat imated worth of 2120 er - need
offichent managemont, But amendmonts  mustn't ox
existing challonges,

What the OTP

Convenience has taken the fun out of life
Bikram Vohra

Nour know whint Tum mbas ingg. 108 inconventenee, Want i bock,
win B ilo, Thire's Just too much conven lonse aroumd snd talking
Ay Euim oont of thdngs, enking thom wll st iseptlo amd elinical
and effiekmt, Remember golng o o bookshog on o rminy doy
whote you eould rowse theough the books and inhade that
spcinl Femgrnnce nnd mako friends with the lbearian ad ak
Fon' i aplndon or sha n, B o Tade o eodd bution s 1 appears oo ooeld
st i 108 s conver lent and it beedy Difdees i down lond w ook,

Uit fickenicl's plosces for Ty sl b bans el Tos grooees from  irocery
apeg nnel where bs e plomsure L serelling pictures for fralt and vegotabiles,
Db giving sp tho b Do e of sl ting oranges and cleckiog ot
the apples mnd ting with the grocer mnd
sumpect g o se wins somuch fun. 1 was
thlnlw neomivier e that pude yion foel alive
bt GPS Ehinge bn your e nrwlu-n-|luu]qumlxnllnnnu i ells you o
sty it i) vous firlhow oy Bl st roake i ¢ h

Lo D youn way anid then Iultlrlmhlmllullml wih ke back on track

Eﬂ) e sk dliroctions from strangers who dnvariably polnted you in the
s

wrong direction and you deliberately wont the othor way.

Takoe this rorote cantrols that "eontral’ our lves and wiud i e
prnblem I just getting wp and switching on th
cortrag boas rnther than spending 40
hiere o ngee, whero e he

Voor AG or some ofher
g for the remote, I was

it gone?

MORE THE

MATTER

LESS THE CHATTER
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Games Over, So Is Fraternité?

Basking as Olympics host, French found common cause. Question is will this survive
renewed encounter with deep political divisions in the country

Gilles Verniers

France s currently experienoing an
umwssind seindiment, collect v erjoyniont,
atarkly contenating with s usual
selflmposed  pensimism  wnd
biroodding, 1t hosted the Olymples,
which ondded  yesterday, with
great succoss, Detractors wore foreed o mute
Alely eritlelsin, Bven the Olympic . iwo
hrygion hats, which were inttinlly derided, was
enthusiastieally adopted by the crowds.

Spart has the ability i bring peopli togethor
beyond their differences, 1o celebeate thobr
shared senso of bebonging to n nntlonal community
Lo VR, Feraca v letoey It fooiball World Cup
Hos oo predestart lony of s soobn] diversity, rofleeted
I thr cornposltion of its natloanl team, The feet
Al France s dolng woll inthess III\I“|1[1~1 they
Finkshedd filth among mad o
abisotute numbser of medals
domisthe Olymphe triee

T question s s this o lemporary pause
Bt woen phuvses of politiend and socinl diseond, or
will the feitornity that manifists itseli during
mnjor spores events hove o more Lt ing eofTeat.
One conld argun that the capacliy o feel and
wxprits Meiternity alivady exists within Fronch

comir |I|u toed o hiin

il e O
Leatnlyst fi

i
Juive proven to be an
i ol
wogardlons of thelr s

Nonotheliss, the Olymple
aflocting ovent thit does not answer or
address e causes of the disgruntlement that
chirngtorise Fronch sochity and polities in
wogular times,

France 18 nowhore nem)
gt now than Dl Ui Oy
prime  min whio  initlally syl i
position  af elections, heads 0 caretnkor
wovet, Thie Left front succeoded in Minding o comsen:
uns o el e e tha P posi ko Castod, o
W vearabl cconomist aml e vt o elurge
ol Minmnees and procoavomiet for the ety of Paris.
Other parties hove alse Momted various nnmes
for the fop position. Stll, the foct s that
appolntment of a PM les solily o e hanids o
Presstdent Maceon, whose Intentions renmiiln shroudod
Iy

to having a
s Thie sl

T key challonge for French partbes o litieal
leadders aftor the electbon was to lenrn how todeal with
mn intensoly fragimented Notlonn] Assembly, French
M Allod thee Spealor position (by reappolnding the
Isenembnt Spseakorhand sgpeointoel the lsads of major

parilsmontary standing commitoes. But they must
] Jearn the nit of producing begislation sithous o
majority. For now, some lew have adopted new
nama fo convey thelr willingness o change, but they

Buwve et tan vl e pod i ] wanys nosd sk
eomprom s with other formatjons
Over the post fow weoks, Macron lins sent signals
thit ha ol raihor work wilh portios to the elghd of
W lelesligiead specteum fhan seak secammisilat b
with theleft, whish vemakis anited, This the tewirds
W eight hag ereatod rifts with in his party, which
Irwaily Lo wisshimwed nftor losing fs majority
Iy 202, nasd by U et buek of July's eloctior A
|<w|l||||m| fin B, Miveron's party Renoks
soits - plu bt imemed ate allics 1nnr
u|'||l:|r ks piaditbcal I’u:n:l\' W Il'mlllllq.
1 loan
it amd wwillingn
ron's poli teal exporime
Thoswee Dsiaon will timu o at the Garies
mrwgvien, beinging Franee back to 1is gl state of
discontent. After ull, the exhilaration and the
celebration of multlouluralism arising from the
10688 Wostel Cugrvbetony dlicd mod Bt doasgg. 1w followed
Ty the swcondvney of Joan Murde Lo Pon, wio sicee
qualiry ing For e secand round of the
thnl election, Franee's other World Cup
N K was followed Ly the Yellow Yest
ik, wiilch plunged e country e violor
This sloadid tvod comme asa sarprise, o the cone

CRLN uIlIII\lIl'

of an Olyiagbe trvee s always beon moro fethon
b el iy S ine 19662, Ui dtord Mok oo e el optisd 5

calling for the Tespect of o
wradithon inherid from m
Rebvages comeh b sy o peoscao frannt ' ot e bledd th
suhjocts to travel safiely aad attond the Games,
This truee ehachela) would eoms nto affiset o
wook bofore the o and ol o weok aftor 1t
whibch UN still adleres to, However, the Gamos
| zern impact on the ongelng wars in
{ dan, All these issues,
mnee’s nad lonal discourse,
1 s palities.
S, the A2 Olymphes allowesd] Franoe wdisploy
mposkltive Imoge of iosedf, with remarkable sucoess,
Setting the Games n the heart of Parks produced
ahuan g visunls, 18 s also wh
people (o experionce fatornity sgaln, which in
i iy whonild vvot bi soodTisd at. Onis enn only
T (it b emconrages people b think obaut other
winysof ¢ 1|Il|tI|1|~|1|I\|Iu|"|h.|||tl|llu
e rertir s Kavrd Lovivensiin Feffow & vilting gt

M’hli'ulu' patitical sclersce, Amiberst t’-JfJu'l' R Views are
persmin

The Point About Regulators Hindenburg Didn’t Raise

Regulators need autonomy from executive & accountability to public. That's why the best forum
for Sebi chief, who's issued a statement, to explain herself is a multi-party committee of MPs

TH Arun
- Ty o sorvie whio stand ol aeeuso
Himdenburg  Research's allegations
it thee Sell chibef should, regardioss
of the specilic merll or ollorwise
of charges, lead to some systemic
/ Improvemont  of e egalitiry

toglne

Midhab i Purl Buch has deabed theallegation of any
conflletof intereat - 1w contimt Is past associv jon with s
P vl b fo thyis Acdsiks - withier whilli Sebi st zstod
charges ralsed by Hindenbueyg sgains the Adanis or
wlilbe baatilag a ahow-chiise o Hindeibung, Boach amd
ler hasbuiind s o stiutenent yestirday:

oy 15 the first person from Privane seator to ba
appainted to head the markets regulator. She and her
(LT R R VT Il careors n edrporate vl
Mnaneia] worlids, soved mosounts that look stgnificant to
wwiosd Tivdinig, aid |nvestoed ok savings, inclad ng n
OVOTARNE Instraments.

The ethienl nature of such Investments hos 10 be
Jwdged by the manner in which such savings woere
aecumnlited, e pormative legltimoey of the
Ivestraent et Bocs adogtec, 1 woublbe wiong toproosed
o the assmption Bt 1 (e savings i question invelve
o confusingly Inrge number of 20 the confuslon
il mrinn At o from a bonfiee of efhics
t hends of Sobi have all come from within the
ol they have done o decent job, oo, Indin's
phtal ket worve o ot Dnd fang ploy thelr

il i ershipof o rutiiris (o th

ey i eanes, Ovorssipply of voal estate, Nnanced
thiroigh loans, ean avold a evlsis only Tor so long
Thanks to o wellregulnted enpiinl market, India’s
wavings fnad more diversified deployment

This doed pot meonr that there remalim no seopoe Tor
rogulatory imprevement, lnterms of siractunor praclon,
Flinanen bs i cond i aad eadls for unifid rl'mllnllrln.
Wil maerogr mll-mml regulid bon
anotler agency C
Ini UK, o lideally mmunuml v isory eouncil. Whan
different rogulntors oversee differont sogments of
e, the borders between the segments sithar go
sr-regplated or lead bt bal
Tio taber amh avcieangsles, ervd 1) dofaull swaps insurs
Ricimiels g dint cletinult, Shoulel theso be regbidod by the
Inranse regulator or the bond macket regulitor?
Whing prabiliie pairpost |s served by Daving s
regulntors for penslons and  Insurane
cun el that wanuity plans oo formulited
Ny the Ensurnnes industey imnking o of it
[ 1|||l|!|||u.~:|n'|l|m"

T

i wlingge o i peiial
IIurlrnll accumulatbon stage of o e
e ey tialder who reluses iodio inn
urrs Wiy huve two diTerent rogulitors for
ot Bowidla andl coiporate beawds? B

with  wepurile
mopulatory for  commodithn  and
soourithes markets, and nover hod (o
U idiory of wopatating the reguliiory
ity for s pot and forward

intory

mamy's productive capacky Th m:nl:nr L% atibi to
nlnulll:hll (] flows,
without  Deing  overwhelmed,  Socuritles  are  lowed pollcy Dut regulators

lemberialised, teadis are
alsbl ity o spocd,
T b e ibgeriiecn @ Akl o fi
that Lhirm ot the root ol China' ik proper
most Chinese see property s thelr most roliakle rm
of susings, sndd bary second homas, snd, b some coas

wleared and settled, with

stional caplinl market

A by law and

b are b bl e dedlelene
regulibory practico, Indin has b
Munted markol for eorparmte
Bonds, and only large companies, for
s cxistom bunks grovel, hvoncoess
1o thie bond markel. T gulntory

proctiee dovs nol support o market for corporils
contral. In Fact, the delisting rorms relifores Ineum
bonwt control, of e expenseof tho small shareholdorn

Sorne proldens ane croated by uninformed vostons,
sueh an overvalied simall companbos, Otlyors, by deflclent
vogubation: i ftres ol optios market
Fantionbng vietually as o cosbino, ather than e hodpo
angginhinnt rlaK. Tho binikiiot s sidition of o hlgor securition
rrnnan et fon b induces imelTicboncy whiseos reguilitory
actlon 1o skgnifeantly e vonse e lot e would preclude
g g sy the wennl] fry

A practitioner from the industey s botter ogui el
Rodmprove g dnt o Ehuma clv i servane, The US markets
vogilator Is howded by Gaiy Gemaler, o Gollimag
Sachis voterin

The soryice v foor Sobi staf aro oatdutod - {hese
bir pansloy o b, For example, bong aftor
Bl 1Al hns e ibolished, Rogulation 64
Danvres eimployees Trom bivesting In equithes, t
strletion extending bo spouses and chilldivn,
e seisibile ks the conparable LUS regalition,

Tl eniployecs W ot misuse peiviiged
aceoas (o lnformation, to have minlmom
einlil i ool s s T IInI I8¢ lnsure.,

Thie bijggest change rogu irnd
I U Peigiladory regline Is
o make il regulators
perhllenlly tout iy ofore
multhparty committeos
of lesidslolovs, is luppaons
In US. This would give

il v ¥
Beelel them accowntable
tatheuiltimme sovarolgn,
e iz e,

Fisch desorvosichinos
ekl how e conliict
ontalls no conflicd af
Iivteerest berd i oo of
et o prosentativis,

Sacredspace

“ar e -
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WUEM % | T WAL TN T TALKMG W % 50 5~ Benot
THS WIMEY. | HATL WU IN. CAM VAR NEDAT ME i astomished at
= TG Ao | Ve At ks TR i o
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known o you
thei a thing
<ot therefione cease to be
true hocunise i is nol acoepited
By ey,

Baruch Spinoga

True Competition Kindles Self-Actualisation

ue

Deepak Ranade

').n-muh- s snw Al Swod ish

I polivnulter Duplntis, cloaring
the bar ot anew world rroord

T ightof & 26m, having alroady securod

Al gobd meclal enrlior by clearing (.00m,

“Thks s thiie it b i Duplantis has

ook the workd record, ot n

¥
W lois competitive sqill it his

W treasured oure LPs sond our DV aind our cliodoes wero visi b | 1
wh  slygnature; now we hive anline Hste that siply lack thai geavits, The
espondence ol todny g thore s o joy ol

nten without anoy i emojls.

||I¢n|llm1-|!|mln|.:rm|||lelu.;,unrv A work Ingom gottingn
wood donl while belng surroumnded by posters of sun-kissed people on o boat or
b o palm tree, ned waltiog for an OT1 Peopls buy clathes anling, Ladios
otber shoes long dstin e, Weilal love s Htie of' the old L i whisire |
contld got of ! my backahde and henve off o do sometliing without jpress

ond Bt € and having it deliversd fo my door: And you con keep your
onisUime password,

eturnal endvavour to pish himself
“Tuster; higher, longor'.
1110 gt g mven Ehat brbngs ol
Ahe bosit. domands utmont dodicatlon
and persove rance and commitment o
Wik e om 8h pocl i nnd agsort
Bekng e ‘bestof the et
Duiplantis's effort 1o go beyand ths
gold madal o sl ot on this
wholial competitivoarenn, Thi crowid
wr claon g and enconrag g o man

who was compet g with the most
nIml||lr|ulm|:mmmlmr hlmsolt, The

vedbect 1 el an g speit b riwmph

L toslay's wruhL cimpetition has

over fo [ 1oy nis,

rapinirons appl i hls
W b b wins i or the holght
e clanro the victory that man
B nchieved ovor )
st fol s
livine slem
onosell, 1t transeended the neoid
toevertihe another 1 wis
nore it takingover
[l awwn Lt bons and
eloilats, The eompaeition
Witk B wWonn on's 0w
abilities and one's doubis
Campetition with

anothier siarely by
Uhuie Bsoan, bt bbosh o i exeem, It eon
legomatabe ton ot rooo, ovch wiiempting
teviantide the ol amd, b sonieciees,
rlnll umln At com it

ls mhways Boon tost kmony

sconatanteffirts toseek
1-'| foctbon b m myriad of activities It

i whio more of 10 spiar
i b ik o dosen i v vl
rge, resdlienes and conlldence
anal peveal ashes of extrmordinaey
wlklls and strongihs that might hove

gy vintansehed for want of
Teingg surmmoned, The guost o

Tt el wais porlings bist
I ombodied by Sergel Bubla,
With menrooe that spannesd
awor 1 yoars, Hubka broke the
‘mwlumulim Illnpu'll-\-llllil
lis

Froadihy virtse
unenhenlthy

of lmproy ng onesell ini
affort towin atany cost, usbogany

1 Sueh o st and mpprosch
are tha sures rochpo for dlsastor

Comy that resilis i

IErTUres U i f Lo
vather than stifle competition. It
theaplicitof gelFactualisation.
When Duplantis cloaresd
|

THE SP‘EAIING TREE .|I||I.IH toeonsitently break

vecoutls becamie Hiks trademark,

i b cantimuoualy pushod U selfimposed
Datinelardos. Hisbeak hisown recond 14
s anel thint showed his romarkatie
abibl iy te snirjanss himseld

“Believe in yoursell, sven when
ot el you, You can ochileve anything
ot et ymnr kel 1o, sy Db,

wnd rejeressivo wniborstandingof
et i, F truky vodsed e b of
il b with the fears and doubis of not
atlern, bl mosy mportantly of ovorcoining
the |m|s|.m|l-||mlmImt\llu(mlIilnulu»--ll
by sl iverd
IIsllnvlr-m il desimating l!lomlgumml b
ver it of tramseeniling the self.

Whe dnriter ds i comsn el neyroairgeon
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A REFRESHING TWIST
ON PROBIOTIC HEALTH

Yakult Light Mango Flavour combines the benefits of probiotics with the delicious taste
of mango. This new variant supports gut health and boosts immunity with every sip.
Enjoy a tasty and healthy addition to your daily routine, says SAKSHI PRIYA

muakntaining good health is

In today's fast-paced world,
a top peloeity, especially

bacteela, This balance is cructal
dor proper digestion, nutrient
absorptlon  and  overall

with  Increasing  lifestyle  dmmune function. A healthy
disorders linked to poor  gur is often linked 10 2 strong
nutritien, stress and immune system, which s
Inadequate sleep. A robust  essentlal for fighting  off
Imrmune system 1s essentlal for  infectlons and  maintaining

these challeng, overall well-being. Yakuli has

and un.u:nns averall well-
being, One effective way 1o
support immunlty ks throwgh
profiotics. which are known
for their ability to enhance gut
health, Recognising  this,
Yakult Dranone India Pyt Lid, a
leader In  the problotic
industey, has lannched an
exciting new product Yakult
Light Mango Flavous.

Problotics are live bacteria that
are beneficial for gut health.
They work by increasing the
popalation of good bacteria ln

long been a trusted name in
probloties  and  its  latest
offering, Yakult Light Mango
Flavour, continues this legacy,
'I'In. new pmduu wontaing the
ue probiotic strain,
.L;mba us casel  Shirola
(SHIROTA  strain], as the
orkginal Yakolt, This straln is
scientifically proven to survive
the  journey  through  the
digestive tract and reach the
intestings allve, wheee It can
impart its health benefits.

Thse story of Yakult begins with

deeply moved by the poor
health conditions 1n Japan
durlng  the early 1900,
Winessing  the deaths of
children due 1o infections
caused by inadequate hygiene
and  poverty, Dr. Shirota
dedicated his life to preventlve
health, He believed in using
problatics tn prevent diseases
rather than curing them after
they occar. This philosaphy
led to the development of the
SHIROTA strain, which has
now  been  helplng  people
roadniain gut health tor over 90
years,

Yakult Light Mango Flavour
combines the health benefits of

mango  flavour  adds &
refreshing twist, making it an
enjoyable cholee for those whao
love the fruit and want 1o
Incorporate  probiotics  into
thedr daily routine.

Dr. Neerja Hajela, Head of
Science and Regulatory
Affairs at Yakult Danone
India Pyt Lid, emphasises the

t the recemt FDCI

Manifest Wedding
Weekend. renowned fliness
and wellness expert Qunmya
Dalmia dellvered
masterclass  focused on
practical health and [liness
advice. The sesslon, destgned
for brides, grooms and
wellness enthusiasts, almed
W promote  sustainable
fitness habits - rather than
|.{LIJLL fixies or superficlal

Importance of problotics in
daily life: “Laciobacillus casel
Shirota is backed by more
than 100 human  studies
conducted across the globe,
Including India. Probeotics
Increase the good bacterls in
the gut, reducing the harmful
ones. This balance ensures
better  digestion,  proper
absorptlon of nutrlents, and
stromger immunity, reducing
the risk of infections” In
todays envivonment, where
factors like pollutlon, stress
and poor diet can easily
disrupt put health,
Incorporating, probletics into
your diet s a peoactive step
toward better health, A
decrease ln problotlc bacteria,
coupled  with  unhealthy
lifesityle cholces, can lead 1o
poor gut health and weak
immunity, manifesting 25
fatigue,  poor growth,
malnutritlon, and repeated
Infections. Therefore,
Introducing  sclentifically
validated problotie products
like Yakult into your daily
routine s essential for
adntalning o healthy gut and
 strong Immune systenm.

Yakult Light Mango Flavour is
more than just a tasty deink; it's
@ step toward better heslth. By
Incorporating this probiotic-
rich beverage into your dally
rOLing, YL CAN SUPPOIt your
#ul health and boost your
Immunity, As Yakult Danone

problotics with the delightful
taste of mango, & favourite fruit
among  Indians,
wariant s a sisier product 1o the
orlginal Yakult, offeriag the

Sumaya's
approach emphasised the
imporiance of @ balanced
lifestyle, comblning
mutritlon, exercise and daily
physical activity for long-
term health benefits,

Sumaya began the
masterclags by addressing
commaon fitness myths that
often mislead people. She
debunked the idea that
weightlifting  leads 1o
unwanted bulk, especlally for
wormen. Instead, she
encouraged attendees  to
embrace strength tralning,
highlighting its  role in
bullding muscle, improving
metabolism  and bhoosting
confidence. Sumayn stressed
that finess 1s not an lnstant
achievement but a lifelang
journey requliring
consistency amd dedlcation,
She pointed out that while
exerclse ls cruclal, nuteition
is equally vital in achleving
fitness goals, stating, “99.9%
of nn{'(hmu e do with gut
health, losing weight or
aesthetics is about nutrition”
The masterclass delved into
the Importance of
understanding  individual
dietiry needs, focusing on
proteln  intake.  Sumaya
explained how to caloulate
daily protein sequirenents
and stressed the significance
of  disteibuting  protein
consumption throughout the
day for optimal absorption,

India continues o innovate | Rather than categorlsing

and expand ils offerings, the | foods as "good” or "bad”

new mango flavour Ix an | Sumaya  advocated  for

testatlon 1o Uis cc t | balanced eating, Integraling

1o IJILpI(M!lu the lle-alli. and pnstmm healthy fats and

of s ¢ 1 based on

This new Whether you'ee o longtime fan | personal  needs.  This
of Yakult or new to probiotics, | appreach, which prometes

Yakult Light Mange Flavour s | moderation and  mindful

b
r
-l
Sumays also addeessed the
role of dally physical activity
beyond structured workouts,

=y

She acknowledged that
modern  lifestyles  often
involve less natural

movement, contrasting this
with the more active routines
observed in other cultures,
By encouraging simple
activitles like walking, taking
the stalrs  and  doing
housework, Swmaya
illustrated that even basic
physical engagement
sigmificantly contributes o
overall health, Her message
was clear, while structured
workouts remaln essentlal,
daily physical activities are

equally  Important  for
maintaining  a  healthy
lifestyle.

creating a balanced fltness
routine  that  Includes
strength, flexibility, mability,
cardiovascular  and  core
exercises. Sumaya’s approach
to fitness reflects the fessons
learned during the
pandemic, emphasising that
effective workouts can be

~ Revolutionising
ithess and Wellness

Renowned fitness expert SUMAYA DALMIA highlights the importance of balanced lifestyle
habits, emphasising nutrition, exercise and daily activity for sustainable health

explaining the difference
between Recommended
Daily Allowance (RDA) and
Optimum  Daily Allowance
[ODA). She highlighted the

importance  of  lalloring
supplement  intzke o
Indbvidual needs,

considering factors such as

achieved at home with menopause, perimenopause
minlmal equipment. This  and specific conditlons like
perspective encourages . PCOS. Essential
individuals t find ways to sujpplmn:nl; lke Witamin
stay active, regard) ftheir D3, mag glyelnate
environment or access to  and B12 were recommended,

v facilities.

Another significant aspect
of Suntaya’s masterclass was
the discussion on diet,
nutrltbon  and  lifestyle
adjustments tallored for
specific needs, such as
PCOS  (Polyeystic Ovary
Syndrome), She stressed the
lmpartance  of  mindiul
eating and clean eating,
especlally as one ages. For
those following vegetarian
diets, she recommended
high-quality proteln
sources like nuts, seeds,
quinoa, paneer, soya and
sprouts.  Proper cooking
methods and using splees
like hing and ginger were
suggested to ald digestion.
For individuals with PCOS,
she recommended a diet
bigh in protels, healthy fats
and fibre-rich vegetables 1o
lielp regulate hormones,

nating that even with sun
exposure, many  people,
Including  Indians, often
require D3 supplementation.
Szl:i chied .\1u§£:. showlng a
link between low D3 levels
and severe COVID-19 cases,
underscoring s Impartince
for overall health,

Sumays Dalmias masterclass
offered attendess i
comprehensive  gulde  to

achleving and malntaining a
balanced lifestyle. Her focus
on debunking fitness myths,
promating sustalnable habiis

and encouraging a holistic
approach to health and
wellness Insplred
particlpants o adopt

practices that support long-
terms well-belng. Sumayas
Insights serve as a reminder
that true fitness is about
balance, consistency and
persomalisation, empowering

the gut, which helps reduce
harmful, disease-causing

D Minoru Shirota, a Japanese
medical  doctor

same

who  was

5 billion beneficial
bacterla In every bomle, The

a refreshing way to support
your health goals,

eating. resonated well with
the audience.

The masterclass  provided
valuable

insights  Into

Swmaya also touched on the
tople of supplementation,

Individuals to take control of
thelr health journey,

No one 1s immune to antimicrobial resistance

SHOBHA SHUKLA

“Evess the healthiest amongst us could face
i life-threatening sitwation through a
HIROF injury, rouling Sugery, ar common
lung tnfection, if antimicrobials fall” said
D Rajeshe Sambhafirae Panday, Warld
Health Organization {WHO)
Representative o Nepal “For those with
pre-existing conditions like coecers, HIV,
or diabeles, an untreatalie infection can
becorne an unexpected  awd - deadly
adversary”

Why do infectlons become difflcult to
treat or untreatable?

Antimicroblal vesistance (AMR) occurs
when bacterla, viruses, fungi, or parasites
change over time and become reslstant to
(or no longer respond o) medicines,
making infections harder {or mpossible)
to treat and increasing the risk of disease
spread, severe liness and death. Misuse
and overuse of medicines fuels AMR.

It bs important to remember that it is the
disgase-causing microbe fand not the
human being, antmal or plant which is
being treated) that becomes resistant to
medicines. Therefore, even if a person
uses antimicrobial medicines responsibly,
they are sgill at risk of acquiring a drug-
reskstant Infection,

Resistant microbes can pass between
anlmals, plants and food, and In the
environment. A "One Health” approach
which recognises that the health of
anlmals, humans, plants and  the
emviconment are interlinked ls therefore
essential to respond 1o AMIL

No gne Is lmmune to AMR

AMR threatens to unravel a century of
medical progress, turning once trextable
infections  Into  untreatable  life-
threatening conditions, said Dr Panday,
“AMR Is identified by the WHO as one of
the top W global health threats Tacing
humanity,. AMR is making infections
harder to treal, leading to prolonged
hospital stays, higher medical costs, and
increased  disability, morbidity, and
mortality,. AMR has a  real and
devastating  impact  on  Individoals,

families environmental health,
agricultural and food prodections, and
lvelthonds.” Dr Panday was speaking asa
Guest of Honour al the South Asla Sub-
Regional Media Workshop to prevent
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR} held in
Eathmandu, Nepal. The workshop was
organized by Health TV Online alon

with co-hosts, Including the Minkstry of
Health and Population of governiment of
Mepal, Nepal Health Research Councl] of

government of Nepal, Global AMR
Media Alllance (GAMA), and partners,

;luumﬂ 5 million people died of AMR
na

“In 2019 it was estimated that almost 5
million deaths were associsted with
bactertal AMR Including 1,27 million
deaths belng directly caused by it. Raising
awareness is our first line of defence
against AMR. It s a collective
respansibility, and the media plays a
cruchal role to shape public opinien,
Influence policy, and dispel myths and
misinformation. Public messaging on
AME in the media needs to be simple,
consistent, and chear] said Dr Pandav.
“Four quadripartile agencles that have
Jofned hands to combat AMR globally
Include the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAOQ), WHO, World Organisation for
Animal Health (WOAH} and United
Natlons  Envirenment  Programme
(UNEP), In & meeting in 2022, they had
Identified woeking with the media as one
of the top four priorities. South Asa
Media Workshop to prevent AMR was
organised to ralse awareness among
meedla personnel and increase thelr active
engagement on AMR and addressing it
with One Health approach.” said Kalpana
Acharys, Organising Chairperson of
South Asla Media Workshop to prevemt
AME, Editoe-ln-Chief of Health TV
Online, and founding
Global AMR Medis Alllance (GAMA].
Nepal's response to AMR challenge

1 would llke to commend Nepal
governments Ministry of Health and
Population for their leadership and

Bonrd Member of

Enitiatives already tken to tackle the
AMR challenge. Mepal has soccessfully
endorsed the National Actlon Plan en
AMR. At the 77th World Health
Assembly two maonths back,
povernments, locloding that of Nepal,
endoesed the resolution to accelerate
mational and global responses to AMR,”
informed Dr Pandav.
“In Nepal ln 2019, theve were 6400 deaths
antributable 1o AMR and 23200 deaths
associated with AMR. Nepal has the
153ed highest death rate per 100,000
population assoclated with AMR across
204 countries. AMR was the third biggest
capse of death In 2009 in Mepal (after
cardiovascular diseases and chronle
m: iratory diseases). The number of
MR deaths in Nepal is higher than
de.ltlu from neoplasms, respiratory
infections and TH, digestive diseases,
maternal and neonatal disorders and
diabetes and kidney diseases) sald Dy

Madan Kumar Upadhyaya, Chief of

Quality  Standards and  Regulation
Division,  Mindstry  of Health  and
Population of Nepal He also Chairs
AMR  Natlonal Technlcal Working
Committee and serves as 2 Member
Secretary of AMR National Steering
Committee of government of Nepal,

Discovery of  penicilling was  a
breakthrough moment in 192E bui
resistance againat penicillin was reporied
in the 1940s - soen after [t came into the
market. Methicillin resistant S.avreus
(MRSA) was reported n 1961, Microbes
are becoming resistant to the medicines
wee fave - due to thelr misuse or overuse.

And now it s 30 years since a new class of

antiblotics was last introduced, shared D
Upadhyaya.

Nepal is 3 signatory to Jaipur Ministerlal
Declaration on AMR 2011 when the
South-East Asla reglon of the WHO
became the first WHO reglon to adopt 1.

Dr Upadhyaya shared that Nepal's
Matienal Action Plan on AMR {2024
2028) s currently awaiting  the
endorsement from the cabinet It has
already been endorsed by the National
Technlcal Working Group on AMR,
Finance Ministry of Nepal, Natlonal
Planning Commission of Nepal. and the
Social Commitiee of Nepal's cablnet.
The National Actlon Plan on AMR
(2024-2028} of Mepal has flve strategle
prioritles, each with Us time-bound
activities, managed by a government
agency (foczl point) with supporting
partners,

Improve awareness and
understanding of AMR through
effective communlcation, education
and training

Strengthen the knowledge and
evidence through survelllance and
research

Reduce the incidence of Infection
through effective infection prevention
and contral

Optlmise the wse of antimlcrobial
agents in human, animal and food,
and

Promote  lnvestments for AMR
activities, research and innovations.
The Ministry of Health and Population of
Mepal 1s the natlonal focal polnt for
AMR. MNepals Department of Drug
Administration |s the national focal polnt
for antimicroblal consumption, Nepals
Veteripary Standards and Regulatory
Laboratory |s the pational focal polnt foe
antimlcroblal wse In the animal health
seclor, Nepals MNational Public Health
Laboratory Is the natiosal focal podnt for
AMR survelllince In human bhealth,
Mepals Central Veterinary Laboratory
serves as the focal point for AMR
Surveillance In animal health, Mepals
Department of Pood Technology and
Cruality Control serves as a focal point for
AMER survetllance in the food sector, and
the Department of Environment bs the
focal point for AMR ln the environment,
Dr Madan Kumar Upadhyaya.
nplementation and monboring of the
Mational  Action Plan on AMR is

challenging  with limited technlcal
capacity and  budgetary resources,
Limited access to diagnostic

microbiology facilittes (at subnational
level) and access to antlmicrobials Is
another challenge!” said Dr Upadhyaya,

Right and timely dlagnosis and right
treatment ls
Good plan has o be followed by a greater
implementation on the ground. “We
have to find an effective strategy to
implement the Mational Action Plan on
AMR. More Importantly, we have to take
it to the local bevel and ensure that the
right antimicrohlals are prescribed, the
right amount of medicines are taken and
for the right disease” sald Dr Roshan
Pokhrel, Heath Secretary, Ministry of
Health and Population of Nepal "We
need to make progress in combating
AMR and measure the progress too
{with right data) 1o ensure that we are
preventing AMR”
Warld leaders will convene on 28th
September 2024 a1 the United Nations
General Assembly High-Level Meetin
on AMR. This s the second sucl
meeting. The first UN High-Level
Meeting on AMR was held in 2018
which resulted in significant global and
natlonal actlons to address AMR with
One Health approach, Participanis in
Nepal called upon the world leaders for
atranger commitments matched with
concrete acthons to prevent AMR,
Later this year, the World AMR
Awareness  Week (18-24 November
2024} will be observed worddwide on the
theme: Educate, Advocate and Act Now.
{Shobla Shekla is the award-winning
Fousricisg Marnaging Editor and Execulive
Director of CNS (Citizen News Service}
anel b5 a ferminis, Realth and
development fustice advocate. She is a
Sormer sendor Physics faculty of
prestiglous Loreto Convent College and
current Coordimator of Asta Pacific
Regional Media Alliance for Health and
Develprmient {APCAT Media} and
Chatrperson of Glokal AMR Media
Alliance [GAMA),
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HAVE A INTREPID
AND ROBUST MINDSET

Through spiritual practices, one can find
strength to continue the journey of life

e

RAVI VALLURI

Iwatyss be assoclated with peopls who are good a heart, This ks
whal Swaml Vivekananda sald My mother sharas bar birthday with
wami Vivekananda who was bom on 12th January 1663,
Agsociation, Sangha, and Satsang wene har sirong polnts. She nurtured
strong bonds with al religious faishs and spirtually iInclined peopde. Sha
wanted to pursue medicing but i did not take that trajectory instead
shit became 4 qualified medical social worker Shi used to tell patians
and thair childran, “Fear ks only as dep as the mind alows.” Thus, patients
afflicted with T8, but not particip the projects. This was
whist she cated 'Diversionary Therapy',
The TB Hospital bec ame & wkgue template for the methods adopted by
dociors, para-medic stall, soclal workers, govarmment bodies and NGDs,
all to contribute 1o the rehabitation of the patients Climats changes, civ-
lizations colapse, governments change politicl affilisons aler and even
the best possible model colapses. This s inevitable, As Buddha says,
“Thet anly parmanent thing in e is Impermanence.’ The lofty objectives
wiret not approved by a new set of hospital administrators and the bea-
con of hope collapsed but she tred hard with & robust mindset. This
was exremely traurnatic for my mother and she became a patient of
Paroxysmal Abrial Tachycardia (PAT). This i a type of arvythimia (irmeg-
Ul hisarthieat).
Paroo/smal means that the episode of arrythmia oniginates and termi-

nates abruptly. Atrial implies the artythmia starts with the atria or n

the upper chambers of the heart. The tachycardia results In a signifi-

cand increase wn the hearibeat per minute, I abnormally increasss the
pace, like in an alete on a traadrmil, PAT significantly incresses the heart-
beat of an adulf from the normal 60 to 100 1o 130 1o 230 and among
Infirts and chidren, it shoats up from 100 to 130 b0 220 beats per minutet
18 accompaniad by sweating, dizziness, palpitations, angina s aculs
breathlessness,
Normally, & patient suffers from such a condifion owing to emotional
upheavals, physical exhastion, deep anxety, and consumption of caf-
feine or aloohal | saw my mother sullering from this condition an sev-
eral occasions and being admitied o the 1CL, it was a distressing and
disturbing sight. While It is not a He-threatening aflliction, it certanly dis-
orlents fhe peycholagy and aifude of the patient. During her sufierng,
we saw her clutching omo her rosary as & llesaver, while we prayed
fervently for her recovery.She was adminisiensd medication but it worked
only b an extent. The real belp came in the form of & peragon-shaped
tallsman. That is through Skidha Healing, Pranic Healing, the ten-day
Vipassana Course and the Part 1 and Part 2 Art of Living courses, This
s the unigue, amazing and sclentific power of the braath.
Breathing fechnigues, medtation, medication, and proper diet changed
the trajectory of the Me of the patient and brought back the majo in her
lifee."When you take & breath in, et it becoms your meditation that o the
suftering of all the beings in the wod Is fding an that incoming breath
and reaching your haart, and see & miracle happen,' says Osho, Til har
final days, she continued with these practices, Senior citizans, those In
pain and agony and even the able-bodied should undertake the cours-
6 mentioned Swimi Vivekananda ook Yoga to Amarica and spread the
Ramakrishna Mission, He was the Aduna of Shrl Rama Krishna
Paramhansa, My mother imbbad the trait of service o rmankind by read-
Ing extensvety about Sha Ramakrshng Paramhansa aod Swaml
Vivekananda and the Almighty God blessed her with an intrepid mind,
(The writer is the CEQ of Chinattisgarh East Raiway Ltd. and
Clhattisgart Enst West Rafway Lid, He fs a faculty of the Arf of
Living; views are parsonil)
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Populism will not let food
subsidy reforms take oft

Leakages can be curbed if the subsidy is given directly to the beneficiaries using
‘direct benefit transfer’ mode. The potential for reducing food subsidies is immense

n the full Budget presented by Unlon
Finance Minister Nirmal Stharman
on July 23, 2024, the government has

I'c d the budget estimate (BE)

ood subsldy for FY 2024-25 w1 Ry
250 crore which ks no different from the
e given in the nterbm Budget,
Thingh sightly lwer than the revised estl-
mate (RE) of Rs 211,38 crores for FY 2023
24, thin b s comolation as invarfably, the
RE for any linancial year turns out to be
higgher than the BE. For instance, while pre-
senting the budget for PY 2023.24,
Sitharaman lept the BE for food subsidy at
Hs 197,000 crore. Agalnst this, RE Emi
turned out to be Rs 14,394 crore more, The
monk podt i that the expenditure incurred
by the Central government during the last
five yeurs under this head has been congls-
tently over Rs 200,000 crore mark every year
202021 Rs 529,M) crore; 2021-22: R
372,000 crore; 2022-23: Rs 287,000 crore;
2023-24: R 211,394 crares wnd 2024-25: Ry
-

25,

Dhuring 2024-25, food subsidy will account
e 4.2 per cent of it budget (s 4820,000
crore), 5.5 per cent of [ty revenue expend]
ture { Rs 37049,000 crore) and consume near
Iy & prer cent of is estimuted net tax receipts
s 2563000 crore). Retning in food subsidy
Is o bess Important than the goal it seeks
10 achleve namely providing Tood securl-
1y’ The uncontredled rise in the former leads
1o an unsustainable increase in fiscal deficit
{excess ol total recelpts over total expend|-
ture) which can injure the econermy n mul
tiphe ways through high inflation, high inter-
st rates, a slowdown in growth, fewer jobs,
low incomes and so on. This, in tuen, can
leadd to o demand for higher financlal assis
tance tnchading food subssdies from the goy
ernment thereby exncerbating the viclous

cycle.

'l{m\c exinis o hupe scope for reducing food
subnidies, To assess thin, at the outset, et us
see how it s sdministered, Under the
Pradhan Mastel Garth Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY), the Centre asks the Food
Corporation of India (FCI) and other
state agencles o procure food from the
farmvers at MSP (mintmum support price)
and organize s desteibution o around 520
million people for free.

REINING IN FOOD
SUBSIDY IS NO

LESS IMPORTANT

THAN THE GOAL
IT SEEKS TO

ACHIEVE NAMELY
PROVIDING 'FOOD

SECURITY". THE
UNCONTROLLED
RISE IN THE
FORMER LEADS
TOAN
UNSUSTAINABLE
INCREASE IN
FISCAL DEFICIT
(EXCESS OF
TOTAL RECEIPTS
OVER TOTAL
EXPENDITURE)
WHICH CAN
INJURE THE
ECONOMY IN
MULTIPLE WAYS

The entire cost Le. MSP paid 1o
farmers plus handling and diserib-
ution cost (HIDC) i reimbursed 1o
the FClother atate agencles as o
subsidy, The money comes from
the Unton Budgets allocation for
‘e subabdy’ While, the PMGEAY
has been In force slnce January 1,
2023, before that, the Centre was
ving food 1o 820 million persans
Iqﬁ of cereals per person per
month to 120 million pooret of the
poor persons covered under the
Antyodays Anna Yojana or AAY
families and five kg of cereals per
persan pee month to the remaln
i 700 million) at a heavily sbsi
dized price of Re 2/3/1 per kg for
wheal/rice/coarse cereals under
the National Food Security Act
(NFSA) In addition, since April
2020, 1t hus givens 5 kg of food per
person per menth for “free” 1o all
20 milllon beneficiaries under
PMGEAY to mitigate the conse-
quences of Covid-19 pandemic,
From January 1, 2023, it merged the
free part of PMGEAY with the reg-
ular food securlty schemes under
MNESA
Mo, Tl ks avallable to all 820 mil
lon beneliciaries for free under the
new incarnation of NFSA namely
the PMGEAY. This arrangement
will continue for five years 1l the
end of CY 2028 as per the
announcement by Prime Minister
Marendra Modl in November
2023 Avenues for saving in
subsidyFirst, fundamentally, subsi
dized food Is meant for the poer,
The nimber of poor st more than
15 = 20 per cent of Inclak popula
thon, Yet, the number of beneflcia
ren under the PMGKAY at 820
million works out o nearly 59 per
cent of the population. Even as per
the Shanta Kumar e
(2015), the mumber of people eli
ible for subsidized food under
FaA shouldnt be mere than 40
per cent, The excess of 19 per cent
comes 1o around 270 million,

]

WUTTAM GUPTA

Further, during the last nine-and

a-half years of the incumbent va

ernment, 250 million persons have
cone out of poverty (a8 per a recent
report by Nitl Aayog). These per-

sns can be excluded from the list
of beneficiurien.

Prolng a back-of-the-envelope cul

culation, giving free food to s mil

lion peesans entullia mtuldrul'l!-
200 crore per annum, Excludin

250 mkllion will help save Rs 50,000
crore, The existing beneficiaries liat
af 820 million {5 based on 2011
Census estimates while the
Supreme Court (SC) has directed
that the Centre should take into
account the population during
2021, On this basls, it needs to give
free food to an addikenal 100 mil

liom,

That will cost R 200000 crore. Even
after providing for this, It will save
Fess 30,0000 crore annually, Second,
why every beneficiary should get
free food? The Shanta Komar
Committee had recommended that
non-AAY persons should pay 50
per cent of the MSP, Other than
AAY are 700 million persons,
Mo 250 million (who sl]Imﬂ\Ill'l
et nsubsidy at all) and sdding 100
million (as per SC order), we get
550 million, Making them pay 50
per cent of MSP or Ba 11,4 per kg
wheat], will save Rs 37,600 crore
annually. Third, the NFSA legisla

thon enacted in 2013 required ben

eficlaries 1o pay Rs 203/1 per kg for
whent/rice/coarse cereals,

It froze these rates for three years,
Since 2016, there has been no legal
bar on increasing the ml:c. Yet, far
from increasing, the Modi - gov.

ernment has reduced the price 1o
zero, Are they all {read: 820 million
persons) so poor that they can't pay
even o fractlon of the cost (in the
case of wheat ot Bs 2 per kg, it s
141 5th)? Even i you nmL- IIH\: iy
a notiond Bs | per kg, this will yield
savings of R 5000 crore per annuim,
Fourth, the initil idea under the

Scheme wan that FCT el al would
bty only the quantity needed for
reeting beneficiaries’ requirements
under NFSA plus maintain some
‘trategic’ buffer (o meet emergen-
ches,
[t wan never meant to be an ‘apen
ended’ procurement which it has
become today, This has also con-
tribasted 1o the aveidabibe increane in
subsidy besides stucking probleni.
hhunnml; ‘open-ended” purchases
can yield wignificant savings,
Fill rently, FCHstate agencaies
are pald HOC on an ‘actual’ basis,
Thils leads tor payment for inelficien
cies in the system and even cost
padding
The wories of loaders being paid
hefty salarien by the FCI are weill
Tresh |n memory. A shift feom ‘actu
al' o relmbursement of cost 1o
agencies on a 'normative’ basis can
save it lot ol subsbdy. Finally,
the .wnlln]nlllr of a mammoth of
around 60 million tons (the quan
tiey  distributed under the
PMGKAY) in the supply chain with
zero price lag b an open lnvitation
1o dubiows operaton to dphon off
and well in the open market rking
In o moolak,
The PI3S scam in West Bengal
Involving the diversion of subsi-
dized food grains worth tens of
thousunds of crore currently under
Investigation by the cemtral agencies
rmvlsk-u classle examgple. This can
e curbed OF the subsidy s given
‘Jltwll{- to the beneficiarien using
DBT { direct benefit transfer) mode,
The potential for reducing food
subsicdes b fmmense. The govern-
ment can go for any of the above
measures or wll of them depending
an hiw much sivings It targets, But,
ALAS under the current political
scenario, Modl wont dare 1o ke
even a buby step like charging a
notional price of B 1 per kg
(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal)

Implications of upheaval in Bangladesh on its trade relations relations with India

The sudden turn of events have raised concerns about the potential impact on trade, economic stability, and the broader geopolitical dynamics of the region

credit o Hangladesh for the

merce between Indla and

In October 2023, India and

fumire of the FIA propasals,

Aweanl League Party, making

ince  Sheikh Hasina
Su»unml office as the
Prime
Bangladesh in 2009, the coun
ary has been o key ally of Incin.
Her leadership has seen signif-
Beant progress in bilateral rela-
loms, with a focus on Infra
siructure, connectivity, and
trade. Howewer, the recent
rulluual crishi in Bangladesh
vis rabsed concerns about the
future of this pastnershi
On Imnlnl'ir H, 2024, Sheikh
Husina declared that boosting
the country's economy wulﬁ
b her top grioeity for the next
Hive years. Yet, by August 2024,
ehie nation was engulied in vio
Fent demonstrations over o
quota system for government
positions, eading o deepen-
Ang domestic potitical crisis, Ax
tenslony encaluted, Sheikh
Hasina resigned and sought

Minister  of

ADITYA PRATAP SINGH

refuge in Indla, raising con
cerns shout the stability of
Hangladesh and {15 impact on
Indo-Rangladesh relations,

development of road, rail,
shipping, and port infrastruc
ture. The two nathons have also
engaged |n virlous arcas of
commerce, inchuding medical
tourism, business expansion,
and the international garment
trade. Bangladesh, & major
player in the global garment
Industry, relles heavily on cot-
ton bmports from hn{lu.

The vextile and garment sec
tors account fﬂl' 56% of

The Evolution of Indo-
Bangladesh Relations

Over the past decade, India
and Hangladesh have fostered
strong economic thes, with
infrastructure and connectly
ity projects playing a crucial
mole in strengthening their
relutsonship, Since 2016, India
has extended $8 billion in

pgladesh's total ﬁ:rul‘lll 1]
Trnckiaa, eabelng; it a vital tracking
Hnr! ner in South Asta, In the
nancial year 2023-24, bilater

al trncle hetwien the bwo coun-
tries reached 813 billion,
according to the Unlon
Mindstry of Commerce,

The Impact on Trade
Shelkh Hasina's Jeadership
saw o fourkshing of com

Rangladish, leading to a signif
feant true surplus for India,
However, the angol g politicl
wrmoil in Bangladesh threat
ens (o disrupt this economic
partnership, The civil unrest
and worsening economic -
wation have created wecurity
concerns that could impact
Indian exparts, commerce,
and Infrastructure projects in
the neighboriag nution

One of the major challenges
will be on the bilateral trade
front. Afier reaching $12.21
billion in 2022-23, India's
exports 1o Bangladesh
dropped 10 311 hillion In
2023-24, Similarly,
Bangladesh's importy
decrensed from 82 hilllon in
the previous e to $1.84 bil
Jon in the most recent Fiscal
year. Indian exporters have

vonced concerns about the sit

wathon in Bangladesh, learing
that the Enstability in the coun-
try will uqml'wun allect com-
merce hetween the two
nations _

A sdgnificant scarcity of dollars
In Bangladesh, ws noted by the
think tank GTRI, has already
curtailed the country's ability
1o bmport goods, perticularly
fram Indla,

Uncertalnty Surrounding the
Free Trade Agreement

Bangladiesh discussed the pos
sibility of a free trade agree-
ment (FTA} during o Jolnt
Working Group (JWG) on
Trade mecting in Dhaka, An
A could streamline regula
teans, e I

Shelkh Hasina's exit might
sdow or pause this devebop-
ment, affecting the expansion
of commerce and trade In
new arens between the two
nations,

)
and commerce, and potential

Iy remove custams tariffs,
boosting trade between the
two countries, According to a
2012 World Bank wmklnﬂ
paper, @ full-product FT;

could enhance Rangladesh's
exports o Indis by 182%,
while a partial FI'A might
grow them by 134%, This
would contributle to strength

ening Bangladesh's trade trans
port infrastructure and com

merce links, leading 1o a sg-
nificant rise in exports,
Hewever, the current political
crbsin has cast doubt on the

Challenges for the Textile
and Garment Industry

The ongoing crisiv in
Bangladesh could also have o
negative impact on other sec
tear, particubarly the textibe and
parment industry, In the fiscal
year 2021-2022, Bangladesh
exported garments worth
42,613 billlon, solidifying it
possition as the second-largest
aivp»tcl exporter globally,
However, the recent Incidents
of factories belng vet on fire
hawve radsed concerns sbout the
future of thiv industry. Many
of these textile units are owned
by traders associuted with the

them particularly vulnerabile in
the current politieal climate.
While India hay the potential
1o step Inand provide gar
ments  to developed
coonomies, there are certain
drawbacks to this shifi,
Bangladesh, as o Least
Developed Country, benefita
from zero-duty advantages,
while Indian goods face tariff
burriers. I borders eemain
closed and duty-free export-
Impart activities are suspend
ed, there Is u possibsility of
Incrensed demand for indian
garments, However, it b atill
too early o make definitive
predictions about the oppor
tunitien and gains that might
arise from this situstion,
(The author is a PhID scholar
at HETL, Kanpur; views ane
personal)
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

SEBI AND A CLOUD

Allegations about conflict of interest related to chairperson need
tobe investigated, Denial doesn't work, more disclosure does

IGHTEEN-ODD MONTHS after i
of " tock m."hct I

faccused th

that the group ' CRE o coart -

monitored probe, the firm, facing a show-cause notice from Sl:bu the stk
mmarket negulator, is back It claims it's connecting the dots between what it soes as inac-
than on the issue by the regulator and § Macthabi Puri B i A
smcs of rr\n:l.rdnm based nn whlsﬂchﬂuwﬁ p.lpl.‘l;, m:ldubylhc US-based firm raise

lator's disclosure noms,

'I'hr:utmshldnualty all partios s hardly an answaer.
Hindenburg has alleged that Buch and her hustand "had hidden stakes i the exact
Bermudl 1nels, found in th |
structure, used by Vinod Adani”. During her tenure as a whole-time member of SEBL it
says, Buch was in comimunication with the managers of the effshore fund, and wrote o
Inelia Infaline to redeem the lets i the fund. And that during this tirme she had an inter-
st inan offshore Agora, aned it wasanly two woeks after she was
ppointed as SER chai hat shie 1 the shares o her hushand, In her de-
fersee, Buch has saidl that "all disclosures as required have al |t SERI",
“The SEBI code for board members asks that they disclose thedr interests which may con-

EDITORIAL PAGE

ThelndianEXPRESS - "T'hree neighbourhood questions

Why was India taken by surprise by swiftness of final

WWW.INDIANE X PRESS COM

WorbpLY WISE
THIS ABILITY TO CONQUER ONESLLF 15
NO DOUBT THE MOST PRECIOUS OF ALL THINGS
SPORTS BESTOWS, — Ovca Kowntr

changes in Afghanistan, Maldives and Bangladesh?

VIVEK RAT;U

INLESS THAN three years, Indian forcign and
security interests have suffered severe set-
backs in three countries in ndia’s immedi-
ate neighbourhoad. On August 5, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, the mainstay of
India’s Bangladesh policy, had to resign at
short notice amidst widespread and violent
protests and flee to this country. On
November 17, 2023, Moharmed Mulzzu was
sworn inas President of Maldives after win-

| ebect

g ion. He

ted to diminishing India's mole in the island
eountry while enhancing China's presence.
His predecessor, lhrahim Sclih, had the oppo-
site approach. And, on August 15, 2021,
AMghanistan's President Ashraf Ghani, in
whoam India had invested so much diplo-
matic cagital, had to Ay out of the country
even as the Taliban took over, Were these
grave v e
ments of those in charge of the country's for-
eign and security policies or do the reasons
et i the structures of policy making in these
critical areas?

avoidl-

iil:t'Mlhlhndr&nlr- I sith tions of family bers. However, inlight of the
. it st be asked: e rog T i i If stscnmltlunhrpollmalamiwru
mund!ngll\n.’\damﬁmupwlwwm:.hul'n. available to the 1 *

puhilic? Adter all, members of Parliament apenly declare their assets, Any mmtmhc—
.ulrlvdlsdosﬁl |I is especi,

Ing political point scoring. The nation isfac-
Ing such significant security challenges that
Itcannot affard Iill:l_ilﬂuxuryI ol pokitics as visual

sichering that :stmnmckmaﬂmmgulamrhad.ln Supre ..Mnunqa-
pedntee expert committee, "clrmam a blank” inits inguiry

thee forergn portfolio rvestors who had invested in the Adani Group. it munbcaslmd
whether the regulator's associations with parties who thermselves are key players in pri-
vate imvestment firms should also have been [nlhlldydlscbwd.

Abl

|, itwas encouraging
that the government called an all-party
gl o -

I 1968, Inedia created its
external intelligence service
with the mandate o ensure
thiat it clevelops the skills to
explore and bring forth the
subterrancan which impacts
India’s interests. It has a
special role o play in the
neighbourhood. Diplomats
and officers of the external
intelligenee, MEA, other
comeerned ministries and the

o the i the

Opposition leaders have responeded, as yet,

Loy ot raising the temperature on the gov-
‘

| will riot e, TH f

made — or not made — shared. hei ¥ {independence
of the regulator. Ghven that Buch bs the chalmpersan of SEBI, thiere w1|l he a guestion mark
ower any process initiated by lI\L' market regulator to get to the battom of these revela-
tiais. There s al X ill get canghit in a political shapfest. Larger iss £ pr
priety and conflictof interest are at stake, and the alm of any such exercise is to strengthen
the market regulator i a time of s penetration, D when the ma-
ket reggulator is under a cloud, all stakeholders, from SEB to the government, need o act
wrgenitly to clearit, fully protecting iy, A short-seller iy play fast
and koose — the lncian market, the world's fourth largest by market cap, needs to ring-
fence lts regulator with a stronger frewall — and a higher bar,

AFTER THE QOLYMPICS

As the curtains come down in Paris, Indian sports needs to go
into a huddle. Stakeholders need to pull in the same direction
INISHI‘K.. WITH SEX ml:dah Tnclia couldn's improve an its kst Olympics medal
h, Onth e it sliooed o ml-[gmhpiac\'
linchamypion Neera) C silver, the lack of a gold med.
thecauntry.agoad 10places this o il b i ~wiic
reats Vinesh Phogat's tragic 100 grams miss with hard uh]ml:_-,- sccrhcpcﬂurmnmd
Inchia's biggoest-ever Chymipic contingent in 20247 Pari

ermimeit of This go-
ernment-Opposition diabogue should con-
tinue in the coming weeks and months and
extend also to a consideration of palicy-
makirg structures — ultimately, the govern-
ment, apart from the judgement and in-
stincts of its top keadership, has o rely on
I i v he varius
ministries, organisations and agencies
which handbe India's external interests. It
hias to be ensured that they work harmo-
niously, A brief consideration if this is s
wondd not be out of place in view of the ad-

| intelligenee agency
hawe different bur
complementary roles and
methodds to Land

tto Indias ited
cases of regime change,

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) is
in charge af managing the foreign policy of
the country. It is manned by the Indian
Foreign Service (FS) whose mandate is to
look after India’s external interests. In the
neighbouring countries, India’s embassies
are helmed by diplomats whe are carefully
chasen for their competence and under-
stanching of rejrional and global affairs, They
have insights not only into the thinking, in-
elinations and compulsions of the politeal
leaders of their countries of posting, but of
the country's socil, economic and political
trends. The top management of MEA has
similar capabilities to appropriately advise
the country's palitical leadership.

In 196E. India created its extermal intelli-
pence service with the mandate toensure that

e
the subterranean which impacts India's iner-
ests. It has a special role m play in the neigh-
baurhood, Diplomats and officers of the -
termal intefligence, MEA, other concemed
ministries and theextemal intelligence agency
have different but complemenstary roles and
methads to safeguard and promobe national

adirectt h nitry'sdefence and
intermal and external security, In addition,
concerms inthe nelghbourhood have anly in-
creased with China's rise and its continuing
hostility towards India.

The farmation of new structures began
in 1999 with the creation of the Mational
Security Council chaired by the Prime
Minister, a Strategic Policy Group, and, most
significantly, the creation of the post of
National Security Advisar (NSAL A Natiorsal
Security Council Secretariat [NSCS) was es-
tablished to service these new structures.

Within a relatively short period it be-
carme clear, as Raghivan notes, “the NSA was
to assist the Prime Minister on foreign pol-
Iey. defence, atomic energy and space issues
(besides internal and external security)”,
Raxghavan abso writes “the quiclest and most
effective means to reach a forelgn govern-
ment in times of crises is through the NSA",
Along with the importance of the NSA, the
NSCS has also proportionately grown. After
2018, it consists of four officials of Deputy
NSA ranle dealing with different areas of for-
eign and security issues. Following this
year's ehections, an officer of Additienal NSA
status has been added. There is, therefore,

intorest, They dthe
treaedinto theothers' mandate, In thiscontext.
it needs to be examined how far the orgnal
idea regarding the constitution of the exter-
nal service has been adhered to

Inapaper published in 201%in the fournal
of Defence Studies of the Manohar Parrikar
Irestibuabis fixr Dduu:r Stuclies and Analyses, P

promote national interest
They have to avold the
tettiptation to tread into the
others’ mandate. In this
comtext, it needs to be
examined how far the original
iddea regarding the
constitution of the external
serviee has been adhered vo,

5 Ragh, a diplomat who,
after his retirement, chaired thr Nalmnal
Security Advisory Hoard,

abiorate seeuirity structire now, i addi-
tion, to the line minstries and the intelli-
genceagencies, The ultimate purposeof the
NSA and NSCS s tocoordinate strategic and
security related work but, as Raghavan
werites, “turf” issues arise,

The overriding question in considering
the forelgn policy Bailures in Mghanistan,
Maldives and Bangladesh is wiy should the
Inclian system have boen taken by surprise

tioms made to India's Natienal ‘iﬂ:unly
Structure after its nuclear tests of 19‘35 s
Indiia became a nuclear

the final changes, even if

it ad an inkling that allwas not
countries |I\ the context of lndian interests,
These surpri curred despite the large

the quarter century since, naturally, rew se-
curiby structures had to be put In place to
meet newand growing challenges. Theseem-
anated from changing global power equa-
tions, technological chamges in the cyber and
space fiebds — o mention only two, They had

structures that are now In place. Are “turf”
Issues responsible and, If so, how high do
they reach? Or were there a series of mis-
Judiements and, if so, by whom?

The writer s a formes diphymar

LeHER KALA

NOT MADE IN INDIA

Would Kamala Harris have succeeded here? It's unlikely

uughtn nation Mlh grand sporting dreams of prndu:lng waorkd-class athletes and hosting
gum

ks As the cur Paris, Indtian s

A WUMJ\N oF Indun originison I)lcuup af

e Tt
and ather non-gr o
The spending on elite athletes was gEnerous, hut At e it wirs :rlMty—dmm .lnd
without foresi hr 1 legencl T lulone raised vali
forathis il liverwhen it matters.
o cormeet course. Phogat -iwnghl category confusion and Nilhat Zareen's lack of match-dlay
training and paint to the mess the national g and boving

bodies find themselves in. Indu can dream of broad-hasing into mlmmmgdnd athletics,

hiikders — fidh

Tindia,

but natwithout ensurir et pwith their
mmweclal marks, I tsee the mary e I sl hie speck of
g Hight that i Heling, o Thes will noed o be minutely
anabysed for meltd \er pressur Il

t h | “Top 3 perchi of four years,

The real bright spat has been the men's hockey team. Back-to-hack Olympic bronee
marcals is an exceptional adummml Captain Harmnnpmcl Singh, leading the team
Bethat Tokyo and Parts, had the sebectors didn't disturty. In coach
Craig ,the team hada bl
ing champion international sides. The government and federation also gave both

core

outich wi

of the high-

est glass ::lllngﬁ of political life, In a few
months, Kamala Devi Harris might be the US
president but she isn't the anly enigmatic
Indian female in the limelight this chection,
Former President Donald Trump's munning
mate J D Vance is married to an accom-
plished woman from South India, Usha
Chilukurt, The potential Second Lady is a
dausghter o(ﬂm g.'lmanon immigrants and
agrad such
its Yale Lavy Schooland Cambricge University
and who has also served asa cherk in the US
Supreme Court. They may be on opposite
ends af the ieological spectrum but what
Harris and Mirs Vance seern to have incom-
mon [s that they grew ip with traditional
Inecdian values — to stay grounded and work
tirclessly in the pursuit of achievement.

We Indians take great pridee (n the suc-
coss of our own, overseas. RCI:EHU:" when

Harmanpreet and Fulton a free hand, Olympic medals need a process and
with top names at least over a couple of cycles. Double medallist shooter Manu Bhaker
wanted Jaspal Rana as her coach, Adter a lot of reluctance, the decision-makers relented
and Bhaleer had her way. So at the F‘am review meeting for Indian sports stake-holders,

there 15 terbie a wrhire-h writte | — "lebentify the champi-
ons wisely and honestly. And listen to them™,
Freeze FRAME EP Unny
WJ. -~ The Party seems 10 hive 8
,// (onger bordet With
— hem than the

Sridhar as
of Snowflake, a US-bascd data cloud com-
pany, it made headlines in all the newspa-
pers. It's old news that several tech comipa-
nies in Silicon Valley have CEDx of Indian
origin like Satya Nadella and Sunidar Fichai,
whi } by inclustry wi

they are here. Indian immigrants make up
about & per cent ol the US fareign-bom pop-
ulation, second after Mexico, but top the
charts in income, Clearky, Indians are far
From medioere but It appears equally ¢lear
that they need to leave India o Aourish and
realise their potential. The uncxpected tra-

There is something tragic
about the fact that
generational hardships and a
Aegative, autocratic
atmosphere have killed the
imnovative spiat of many
Indians here, while some of
their counterparts in the US
with exactly the same
qualifications are able to
reach stratospheric heights.
Blarme it on a pompous
bureavicracy or a frustrating
caste system designed to keep
privilege closely guarded.
Whatever it i, the unspoken
miessaging we imbibe is to
follow the beaten path rather
than carve out a new one.

jectory of Kamala Harris's life from a
California nelghbourhood to this peliical
pinnache is a classic example of what might
be acquired by immigrants in pursult of the
American dieam.

It 15 worth asking, where would Harris
and Usha Varce be if their parents hadn't
taken the fortuitous decision to build a fu-
ture in America? In all likelihood {and if
they were extremely fucky ), they'd be slav-

way at a respectable level at

Tike: Indfosys, since it would have been drilled
into their heads from childhood that the
best that can be hoped for is a reliable job,
At the ripe old age of 25, some nosy relative
wolld have trotted out a dull and elgible
man from the sarme caste. Instinctively, they
wistild have intermalised that being too ed-
ucated and ambitious might create prob-
lemns in their personal lives. To protect the
fragile egos of Indian men, they would au-
tomatically have taken.a step back to ensure
asmooth Family transition,

However emancipated and driven we
mdgght be, cultural i s dowin,

vative spirit of many Indians here, while
some of thelr counterparts in the US with
exactly the same qualifications are able o
reach stratospheric heights, Blame (tona

L afr aste
system designed to keep privilege closely
guarded, Whatever it is, the unspoken mes-
saging we imbibe is to follow the beaten
path rather than carve out a new one, Avodd
riskatall cost because god knows tmying amy-
thing sew is fraught with uncertainty,
Insecurity is m—hcrfmm our hard drives, a
feeling that what little we have might get
taleen avway too.

This defensive, inward-locking attitucle
goes against groat imentions coming out of
Inchia, Instead, we are getting pushed down
Turther bito medioerity, Over time, we have
become a mliun of citizens dc!rm'ng o au-
ex-
mmplcwinwal!rscd greatness, like the in-
vention of zero thowsands of years age.

Ntisn't just sheer grit that has catapulted
Harris and Mrs Vance within reach of the
Whi Their society s set up inaway

Indeed, women know that success is an on-
going responsibility, dependent, in large

that it is possibibe 1o take pride in one's roots
and peoudly brandish a dual identity, while

measure, an how much they are willing to also fully
sacrifice. Mot to knock talent and effortwhich 'I1|4:pcﬂ:lu|la| Dul.l.l:icl dnr:ntmst there,
are criti cess but there's It become the divi-

0 be said for being in the ight place at the
right time — to take advantage of the right
oppartunities when they come along,
There Is something tragic about the fact
that generational hardships and a negative,
uttcratic atmos phere have killed thae inme-

sboans within the LS but the welcoming ac-
eeptance of Harrs-Vance at the highest ech-
elons of power should serve as a valuable
Jessan in inclusion, for all,

The writer is director, Hutkay Flms

Aucust 12,1984, ForTYy YEARS AGO

SARBAT KHALSA MEETS

THE SARBAT KHALSA convention hebd the
SGPC and its president, G S Tohra, responsi-
Ble fof the damage dene to the Gnid e

thiree ranian war jets and dest five tar-

bust saiel chetails were awaited, T

gots in the Khor Mousa area at the tip of the
Gl After amonth of Iuh.lnq has intensified
its attacks and in shottkwn

Lt id security

pznunnr:] |||d||lgvc| I indiscriminate™ firing

thiee Irailan wnrplmﬁ which wiere eeon-

Temple :umpir.x and al
Tohra from the * Khaksa panth™, 5|gl‘|i|i|:|'ll'll
changes in the Sikh Gurdwara Act have also
been sought to ensure that Sikh sahibons
(high priests)command due respect and ane
not reduced to the status of employees,

GULF WAR INTENSIFIES
IN ONE OF thie warst air and raval battles in

the four-year-cid Guif War, Iragl warplanes
andl naval units in their point action shot down

epaper. lndlanexpre@p .. .

:nga il Ty

regian thit ave b
Iy as a “war zone”,

fared by

SRILANKA VIOLENCE
SIX SOLDIERS WERE lc:lll::l .lm:l 25 injured

PM MISsES RAKHI

FOR THE FIRST time in 30 years, Prime
Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi, did not cobe-
brate Rakshabandhan with the destitute
children of Bal Sahyop in New Delhi
N:rurdl:lg to Bal S.\hm affici Ials. the PM,

when an army track “Tamil
terrarists at Mudankeilin Se Lanka's northern
Mannar district, according to unofficial
sources in Colomba, The Mannar police sta-
tion confirmed that there was an “mcident™,

o EiEm u

wha s the founder the institu-
tion, infarmed them only on the e of her
il about her inatsility
tion,"Urgent matters™ are believed to be the
cause of her absence,
=
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DIS/AGREE
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES

Afortnightly colummn, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

C R Sasikaamor

Vinesh Phogat's journey at the Paris Olympics made a nation hold its breath, mirrored its
collective aspirations and tribulations. Did that cast an unfair weight on her shoulders?

Vinesh’s story
is our story

Because the odds are so high in this
country and triumphs so rare, Phogat's
near-miss is also ours

mﬁnn".yhr.hmduh:ﬂmdl senerationupon

y ep h the
chimney who lived to 90 and died in their

[t was not
Vinesh'’s burden

She carried not just dreams of a medal,
but hopes of vindication for herself and
millions of others. It was unfair all along

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS. COM

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Mi shonibd not allow th Lvies to e A by thie racial poliics of the
Conservative era. That legacy was the Tories” doing, It remaing the Tories'
problem. Labour should speak for a better Britain, ~ THE GUARDIAN

A communist
first

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee's life, its highs
and lows, became inseparable from the
history of the Left Front in West Bengal

banks for carrying out cultivation; the insis-
tence that whaever sowed the crop could
alone reap the hanest; the distribution of
ceilmg-surplus land tothe landbes; and the
resurrection of the panchayat system that
produced a vivacious grassroots politics,
weresorme of the achi ft Front

rule, They notanly reduced the power of the

PRABHAT PATNAIK Jjotedars and reinvigorated participatory
dermocracy, but alse contributed greatly to
West Bemgal's cronomic growth. Indeed, for
MDMDEEEHMTM-MREECMEI’W thedecareof the Ninctics, West Bengalbe-
acor car agri
.u.smgd i hin India.

ther ¥ poe
wha died uftuhcrm!usls at the age of 20,
wins his uncle, but the family dsapproved of

Omee this phase was over, the Left Front
government was less clear about whal it

Sukanta’s politics, as indeed they would — should The need for
have of Buddha's, Buddha's politicisation  tion was obvious, but how should industri-
came from a different source, the Bengal of allsudul\bcaccunp]lsh:-d? Should West
hlswﬂwhlmw.n notonly intellectually — Bengal afen-
ande hadaremarke  icingcapitalis 7
abibe legacy of communism that had been  Or, shnnld I:lunnmuuraﬂwsmigﬂnl-
inherited largely by the CPM after the sphit.  ture both

Alter a visit to Indlia, Harry Pollitt, the
British communist leader, had reportedly
said ma.thl:wuuldpwhsnght!undhi

mlyuwthmdalmmuta range ge tf in-
dustries that would be owned by the
p.-asamsathrg:?shou]dtscmpmml

st party fike In:lla's
'

ded 1, mstene, L

the rich inmllucm.ﬂ an‘d cultural cthos

e public sector? While the last of
these was ruled out because of fiscal con-
straints, Buddha, as chief minister, opted for
the first. Hls dﬂ:lslun may hm been

around it; thi Bengal.
Besides India al hadanob-

h ] t

vious undinished task at rlu: rmu: of

success while rulhwqulhls r.urM:annal

Independence — tocarry

route; and it

ocratic revolution by institutl
forms. The Commmunists alone could acoom-
p]l!hﬂ‘!ls Leninhad theorised about :Lu:h a

et s by the ihitishinga
smuall-car manufacturing plant in West
Bengal, But whatever the reason, the Left

were clear
about this task.
This charity of vision and their onganisa-

B
from peasants for this project started a
process of alienation of the peasantry from
it that eventually led to its defeat, and to
Buddha's withdrawal f palitics

Bengal an appeal that o b and nu-

merous young persons af his yzn:rm 0
In Eact, starting

th: communists appt:.m'd to bc.- an m-

Iu:ptawwﬁ-um puwcrmly through ruth-
155 Fepression. Not surprisingly,a lullin re-

Meanwhile, the party had p;rnwn [
flably — it was no longer one for which
Pollitt wenskd have given his right h

This is not to say that after the initial
years, the Left Front's contribastions were in-
sigrnificant. 1t did pioneer the idea of au-

the allowed the

ouncils within the state as a

Lcﬁhmnmmmpumm the state in
mnmmwm h.tihcmn prominent

N poswer acoount-
nhh It also showed what such a recloning
cart book like in India — the unshakeability

student der and state secre-
tary of the Democratk: Youth Federation of
India, was inducted at the age of 33 into fyoti

counter to statehood demands, just as the
Left had pioneered the idea of states being
formed on linguistic lmes. The Darjecling
Gorkha Hill Council, in whose formation

Bascictha, | adirect rnh-

ol these ecosystems and the ugly ways in Hiasur's cabinet, one of five mwen that et of th
shoep, otherwise heal Mﬁlurfmnlakg‘nqmﬂpwwawy ﬁmmgumhmmwﬁw present, including \West Bengal, are again
There are several sound, legitimate angu- Fromwornen, it was amoment of CPI(MI' ik e fack 1ol |
mnnlndcftncrnfinﬂumandasmm mmpmh:nslnn nfthrwall up s ik i ! The foofth
Why | learnt: against it v thar isadult  C ; Tt adjusting the de
ﬁmn?WhaLlsvnmgwll\:tmi forthebest inthe li i it
AAKASH JOSHI o I the privete seckor througlt sy, the s "UK““"”” MaLIK H%EMMManthcmn firsts minister of ul tier that can obviate the need for any sepa-
and the power, prestige and financial security Aned 50, bookending it with a medal can I | ase T rate state — this would be a
VINESH I'HDGAT 'Mla‘n.mhhuer mbd. af warking for one of the AB-India Services? IN mxmmmaswmmrmm only bea conselation, for er and for count- two breaks in his ministerial tenure. Both testimeony o Buddha's legacy,
Wiy sh wornan want o Apolle  less athers bile her, Tha:sumanywmm wereextremely rief He did waite a play dur- tha's bifi had 1 I
Sh:haslrmm:apuwcﬁulmhhu]ﬂunluh budnthl‘?Thcmlhaltvq’uplum— Croed and jast: "-' dog Rocky  identified with Al |r|gu¢||:d t fs Mdr_hwasalsu simiplicity and austety. He lved, in aman-
ice these ambiti d chose, thec i riec to Paris this year, that th ur- ner bl L J

fmacunns err\g from.

and the ad "'"d!l'hmlm‘.hém

inaplacenot b 3 el
right to excel, takdng on Brij Bhashan Sharan
Singh, the lord of Incian wresthing, and

areusehul for atleast |hmc reasos,
First, 1

tem ranged against her. On the mat in Pali.
thz woman dl:mlsscd by tM Wrc:tling

Tlmwnuld be o KDLA. ne qulnr]n Magar,

imey and silenced her eritics by defeating
the undefeated Yul Susaki Even the tragic
technicality by which she may be denied a

ik hoge and sticcour: Thire, it s t
staries, and their brand value, that keep these
shops running and in the case of sport, draw

that the Latteris still standing. Rocley'seye s
swaollen: be asks his manager o out it open
so he can see, 50 he can keep fighting. He
maleesit through all 15 rounds, knocking ot
Creed for the lirstand 10 time in the same
match, and the commentators announce a
split verdict. Rocky's words from earlier
come to life on the sereen: “Ie really doa't
matterif ose this fight.... all 1wanna dois

den to begin with, bells us much about a
country that espouses values of both “naari
shakti" and being a "sporting nation”.
Justice and dignity were supposed to be
snatched hack with grit and acommitment
tobrilliance. She had said once, " will ook
him [Singh}in the eye and medal leke
acong miin, e dekh (D will bring a medal,
you see),” This is why the dejection at her
disqualification speaks of a sorrow that

n‘hlll:smt o prevent hiem from writing
mine, This, howewer, a]sumoans mws]lh
s hlerhes and | I

i a biwd-rooim apartment that needed ur-
genit repairs, He had been ailing for quite
some time, b dwilk:h hr.‘h.llaslw:d

the history of Left Front rule.
Thl‘ Left Front government. of which
played asiel-

o be redi e

h:llhmchltmqragm urd&wu'hdlh

L'lrml:ln carrying out the unfinished task
of Wiest Bengal's democratic revolution,
Operation Rarga, under which sharecrop-
pers, till then kegally unrecognised, got reg-

that e was a truly noble and outstanding
figuire i West Bengal's political landscape.

meedal screams of poetic injustice, almost as— in private imvestments, o the distance.” The writer i former professor
though scripted by a hacky Bolhyaood writer: Al these points are well taken, if they are Alter the almost cinematic ups and  goes beyond Phogat. "Vinesh, youwere not ttered and hence could claim credit from af econamics af WL

i | i, jeroer. takoer wi downs at the Paris Olymipic Games 2024, the one who lost. It's the defeat of every

Vinesh Phogat is a person who has had o "Mummypapalmn’hhjEEsnllumdrl as the fate of Vinesh Phogat's joint sitver daughtuwl'oulcutuntly for wham you
owercnmie mare than mast. That she has sur- amlmcrlam mur:h\@m fy iy mcdallunph-mhahnmam:cﬂmul " Bajrang
mreounted the odds makes her a symbol, her papa. W st this fight i
success mrmlng mﬁ:s;ht In.lnsahnk'dl\ lhu]..:;;{:"" i h the: uncar iy m‘j}‘hw‘; E“hcpt.,n?n,as— den ::d“'ﬂ:““'un':i ;h?uld not !1:'\;: th TERS TO THE EDHUR

|, 15¢, i rid- i p ¥ wreighed on her mi i

iﬂtd ith inecuality, Thungry for storics ddclnmlnf.mr)\.jmumult trying to of Phogat intears onthe mat carced abur-— thee ring, That is the real issue.
of success, But itisecpally im- Forget that very little mighe den much larger than any ma-:utﬂmhmm - 9 e <
portant thatin our addiction havechangedattheWFLThe  that Rocky ever did, Phogat A GRAVE LOSS TELLING CASE
1o hagspy endings. w do not 3 woppers of entrance exams Coming up as a sparts- ing at Jantar Mantar, she THIS REFERS TO the repart, 'Former  THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Against un-
farget her mad 1o greatness. Outsideof the willbecelcbeated thosewha woman against all odds, Phoggats tale saidl, “Junor  women External AfTairs Minister and Padima  freedom’ (IE, August 10 The Bact that it

At the time of writing,  Rovernment, where  have cleared UPSC will be and fighting battles for did not begin on wiestlers come to me and Vibhushan awardee K Natwar Singh  took so long for Manish Sisodia to be
Phogat’s appeal of her dis- canthe y\nmgﬂg:d fromt-and-contreinads by the: Justice with a ferocity  the mat. Bookending  askhowthey are supposed passes away (1E August 1 Llamdeeply  granted bail when the Supreme Court
mulh’xaﬁmhgfmn‘?lx‘mak BeCHre umploynmu? eoaching centres. Kota will aﬂlﬁ;é!tm.l’lﬂgat;huul- tewith a taedal totrain lila this, huwh[:HiL saddened to learn that my good friend luund msuhsmhenﬂrrknm m
ing weight' before the 50-kg thrive, as will Ragindier Nagar. ered aspirations far be- How do 1 answer them?” i of o jus
sk medlal bout is pending 1F 1f they were not And Vinesh Phogatwillbe ~ yond  excellence and canonly bea Over a year late, that fear away He 1 lcnewehim foe Thr.' Court has rightly
itis successful, wewill all cel wirtiosos on the hicld ‘while: Il Sh i consolation, Tlmt §(| mwknms!a:gi:r having sixdecades, He made his mark asafor-  courts for " i bail matters.
ehrate — rightly so — her mat, statistically, those who wronged her to Parks dreams of vindica- ARy WoTnen i ified purity of eign mmumccrlurmnymn |n Howw the Sisodi,

medal, Even best thate will continue — though o= tion —for herself and mil- with the yurden that e powerful, But surely, mmﬁ] pal | X legal Ioophol

if it is not, she will likely be \“ s — [0 exCroise power, lions of others. It was a 3 . Phogat'sstory, ber journey L} hy o luted judicial to dhe-
{as Sandeep Dwivedi has background, “""3?: without consi burden she should not  Phogat carried, thacthis g e biggest podium in g.'m his memory and convey mydeep  prive a jailed accused of the right to a
written in these pages) would the fate of This forgetting is only have had to bear, was het burden to begin - thewnrd s langer thanone sympathy to his wife Rajlumari Hem  speedytrial. The SCshould frame guide-
“called for felicitation func- Haryanak women pfrtlyshllq:lzl.m_ll‘lm arti- "Thc sm'p:hrt!‘!iswas with, tells us much of vindication alone? Kaurand therest of the fmily. mmndlhrmsdﬂrmﬁmap-
mmmardmg;‘c:dﬂ; wrestlons Hiave di? rrssFurH:l\o\an miajority of the course of a I::Icv‘i:; About Indis wa::’l'n“r;ﬂ;‘:ll ti:t:ii:; e ﬁw;;mmhlt
oy b koo a wilnmet™, — ——— Indians, we will realise that 18-month  agitation — story of  potential THE BEST OF SPORTS amal Laddha, Sengniung

Why aren'twe stillangry
at hnrhnngdﬁgg:d thmlgnlhz streets for

the feel-good story s justa
high that hll:dsuslnllle fact that there are so

Chutsice ofthe

bringing to 1
atmrwﬁ?whydnwtuh‘h it ih the young — the 324
fact that toswal-  million lidians under 25, the demographic

lovwrinjustice and abuse, or have to face near-
impossible acds?

Phogat's story, of course, is a sad and ex-
ceptional one. But even more “normal” jour-
s o “ecel ence” carny anunfair burden of
expectation in India. Every athlete with a

dividend — find secure employment? I they

foughit with blood, sweat,

and tears and then an uphill bartle vo the
Olympics. On August 6, as Phogat man-
aged one of the greatest ups:‘;s%n wrld
sports — she knocked out the deteading
champion vausakland hmh: herstreak

of 85 unt s — It

were not i the mat, I

;mu‘swuntnwrrﬂh’smhﬂl?
Vinesh Phogat had said that an Olympic
medal wuuld he htl rtply to thase whe

mcdal:hu\c:mustplaym nmmhjllun- housnded her Butfora
ponsors trying to technicality,she hasalready proved her point.
frand for ity. Every IAS aspirant in i e sportspc "
abasement nook, poring il stucli through a lot, But procisely | ies ol
books and newspapers to crack an exam  triumph inindia, sh t

Tervows just how miasch the odads are stacked
against her. Every |EE aspitant in Kota, whese
parenits have spent more than they can afford
for a chance at generational social and eco-
nomic mohilrty, knows the dark side of “aspi-

‘mare than the sum of her parts, We need her
stary — it is, after all, one of inspiration in the
land of a million tragedies,

ankost joshilexpresstndic.can

seemed like the ribbon with which to
neatly wrap the story was within reach,
whether silver or gobden. Her disqualifica-
tion from the finals, hours after the histore
Wi, Wias a Twist no one saw coming. It was
met with outery — and a solidarity that
went far beyond sports,

Many saw their mwn stories in Phagat's
trial by fire. Last year, the wresthers'
agairst then Wirstling Federation of India
(W) president and fonlncr B MP Brij

e
ual assault did a few things. It created role
models, people who put their full weight

styrnied; of poteritial that
cotikd have bossomed much brighter had
itnot heen fighting against the wind. The
recognition and fair opportunities that
she has missed can be awarded to her by
way of a medal Bue the real task is to en-
sure dl:mg'_ Phogat :an'kd anher ihD\ll-

th:inahllllylu dream I'nrum:sl:ll'withum
being knecked down by systems en-
trenched in misogyny. This is a battbe for
our courts and forws. 1t must be fought by
building a culture that empowers justice.
It can't be fought on the mat. Phogat has
gomie beyand her call of duty, Aswe awalt
a decision on the medal, maybe we can
pander if there is a better script for this
story — one that ensures dignity long
hefore the mat.

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Soaring
High'{IE. August 10}, Javelin sensation

CASTE DOUBLESPEAK

Meeraj Chopea has inscribed hisnamen— THIS REFERS TO the report, 'RSS-affifi-
e nabion's sporting history asthe first  sted woekdy says casteis nddia's unifying
mdependent ndian track and field ath-  factor’ {IE, August 11). Hitesh Shankar's
lete ter clinch a second-strajght Olympée  editorial piece Eulnglsllg thcvlrmnuf
medal, What s out is his tenacit Ihzuﬂr stom
and drfve to s shlls, It's Inspmng tor directiy hief Mohan
i see how Neera contimues to soar de- t'smamimndbmnalmufl
spite the w\zishr of expectations. His  and claims of wanting it done away with
friendly li\ralrywllh his counterpart fock, stock and harrel. The contradictony

ane pri I.TuglunBRa\mbudkit.

i Inddo-Pak sp

els. Nadeem's maiden indl\rldl.lil

"Reeligion compels the Hindus to treat

Ofympic:

imolation and ion of castes as a

an Olympic record of 92.97 meters  vintue.. I Hindus \uuhh:bmak caste,
haes: i st it their religion will their way."
Muahajan Rotuan, farmimi L R Mo, News Dedin

epapetindianexpressicom I [
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Provision to skip local trials for certain drugs: regulator’s rationale

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHIL ALGUST 1

THE DRUG Controller General of India on
Aaygust 7 formalised the pathway by which
certain categnries of new drugs can get mar-
leting and manufacturing approval in the

wﬂfmmmcﬂumr\gbcal clmical trials.

Medicines for

or gene therapies, drugs needed in a pan-
demic, and medicines spedfically needed by
the armed forces will be exempt from bocal
trials if they have been approved by the LIS,

cine may cause, the mmmber of sites and trial
participants needed, and the duration of the
trial, including patient folbow-up.

Thus, trials are 3 major determinant of a
drug's price. This is especially true fior new
drugs which have to conduct three phases of
trials to demonstrate their safety and effi-
cacy. High prices in turn can act as barriers

Endian market sconer.

dence that enzymes or genes in the Indian

The stepwill likely y of drugs
fior the treatment of rare diseases afflictingvery

affect the drusg's safety and effi-
ay, and the applicant has provided an un-

feve people, where i e i recTuit
participants. Similarty, the availability of now
cancer therapies, whose dinical trials require
long follmw-ups, may alsybe expedited.

pected to be accelerated are popular v’w:'@ht

forentry to the Indian market.
Wamru;lnm!mals wiil n]so]u:[p Indian hssdmgsmin'mg@.l"—] -
pharmac {manu-  oeptor

facturing licenses from international corpo-
rations. At present, even after obtaining man-
ufacturing licenses, bocal clinical trials are a

semagiu-
tide and !lnepatldc] do-
nancmab, which  slows
cognitive decline in early

A i s patients, and cancer therapies
like tarlatamab (lung cancers) and tovo-
rafenib (paediatric brain tumour).

The Mew Drugs and Clinical Trial Rules
2018 already makes provisions for such ex-
pedited approvals. It says that local clinical
trials maynot be required if a new drugis ap-
proved in specified markets, no major ad-

L .

the UK, ]apan Australia, Canada, or the  must T ioenter
European L Drugsthathave A senior 1l tokd The Indian Es
at icedge over existi ment that with this requirement now waived,
for a conditi : for n p iz wi i
thus be able to price their lower,
Lower prices ! ) Pl
Waiving Incal clinical triaks reduces iuge - EXpedited availability
msrhmdcnsoncnrrrpanms.'l'!mlsbccal.lsc tri- Scnlor ofﬁnals from the Unien Health
Is
Ministry e

—mactly
pends on :hr_' kind of side eifects m amedi-

d.agl

sure that cutti e enter the

3GV SCIENCE |

FIRST-EVER MEGAQUAKE ADVISORY'
ISSUED BY JAPAN: WHAT THIS MEANS

AFTER A 7.1 -MAGNITUDE earthquake
shook southern Japan on Thursday, the
country's meteorological agency isswed
its first-ever "megagquake advisory”.

The wamingsaid than?m isa higher

ing

and large tsunamison the Mankai Trough,

a subduction zone (a region where tec-

tonic plates coltide with each other, and

the heavier one slides under the other)

along Japan's southwest Pacific coast.
Henesrver,

mrsducsnctmnﬂmanu-

Shaded is reglon where Nankai
mgnspn:ll'u:pemd the advisony said. “Trough gualies may 0cur. Gov af jepan
What is the Nankai Trough?

The Mankai Trough is a nearby @00-km km south of Tokyo — to southwestern

|ong underwater subduction zone when
the Eurasian Plate collides with the
PhilippineSea Flate, pushing the latterun-
der the former and into the Earth’s mantle.
Thits accumulates eectonic stress which can
cause amegaruake —an carthquake with
amagmitude larger than &

The trough has produced large earth-
guakes roughly cvery 100 to 150 years,
according to the 2023 study, 'High prob-
ability of successive oooumenoe of Nankai
megathrust earthquakes', published in
the journal Neture, These tremors usually
com in pairs, with the second often rup-
turing in the subsequent two years —the
maost recent “twin” carthquakes took

Miyazaki, Reuters reported.

Tsunami waaves of up to 98 feet may

reach Japan's Pacific coasts within min-
utes after the quake.

A 2013 government report found that

amajior Mankai Trough earthouake could
imipact an area that covers about a third
of Japan and where about half the coun-
try's population of more than 120 million
people lives, according to a report by
Nikdoei Asio magazine,

The economic damage due tothe dis-

aster could go up to $150 trillion, or more
than a thind of [apan’s annual gross do-
mestic product.

with Indi

is omgoing, there is no evi-

AMITABH SINHA

ATECHMICAL snag in the spacecraft that
took them to the International Space Station
[155) has torced astronawts Sunita Williams
and Butch Wilmore i spend an extended
period in space. Last woek, NASA said they
might have to wait tll February 202 5 to re-
fuim to Earth.

Thoagh in an unprecedented situation,
Williams and Wilmere are not in danger,
The 155 cancomtfortably howse them for the
next stx months. Currently, there ane seven
other astronauts at the space station. The
155, a permanent space laboratory orbiting
Earth at adistance of about 400 km, is con-
tinuously manmed and has never been with-

EXPLAINED
HEALTH

to condusct phase IV trials,

Mo blanket approval

While Wednescay's order did not explic-
itly state this, officials from the Health
Ministry said that the DCGIs Subject Expert
Committee will still have the
discretionary power to ask a
company to conduct a local
clinical trial, espectally if there
is seientific evidence suggest-
ng that the new drug might behave differ-
entlyin the Indian population.

“Companies may still be asked toconduct
alocal dinical trial if needed, but it will bean

SOmeex| the waiver
bas to be made after careful consideration.
Prashant Reddy T, a lawyer specialising in
drug regulations, said: "It is possible that
some drugs porform differenthy in the
Endian population. Hence, it shuuid mothea

Aslong asa

inm itand transparently states the scientific
reasons for providing a waiver from local
clinical trials, it should be fine."

Dr Abhishek Shankal unm]nguat chEI

Endia frsti ieno
: 1l

n
ground,
e :

Aaybe drugs fr whi

Indian id: “Thereisa
cancer which is recommended in a 400mg
dosein theUS. il prescribe the same for ndian
|patients they will experience toxidty”.
Not novel concept

That said, the pathway India haschosenis
it e, Theere ane several regulators aooss
the world who accept approvals from other
countries s basis for their own approvals,

The LK, forinstance, post-Brexit allowed
fast-track approvals for medicines that had
been approved by regulators in the LS,
Canada. Ausnahﬂ. and the EI.L

Th T o= Add

Indian may be app in this
manner. This will also incentivise dneg man-
ufacturers to inchede Indian patients in their
lesnng globa] trials,” he said, adding that

& case-to-case hasis," the ial saidl
Moreover, all drugs approved without local
trials will have to undertake phase 1V mar-
keeting survedllance to keep track of any ad-
werse events that might not have been de-
tected in previous trials.

wwhile v be necessarny for Drphan

matlon also has a fast-track pm:\:ss !nr q}
I’_,'meﬁblrﬂumcasﬂcgllalursd iI'H:'US
Canada, the UK Switzerland the EU Japanand

drugs | wery few people afflicted
with rame dispases] or diring crises such as a
pandemic”, these exceptions “should not be
the basis for a policy”.

However, applications under this
pattneay have to fulfill certain criteria, inched-
ing the rncd)nnl:s having to be identical and
rnamufac ( =ndrr|-

Trialsalso help

dosage for the

Getting stuck in space

Astronauts Sunita Williams and Butch Wilmore may be cooped up in ISS till February 2025 due to glitches
in the Boeing spacecraft that took them to space. Can ISS accommodate them? How will their bodies react?

15 abwnad fix Sindlar

{left)Wilmore and Williams at the 155, The duowent to the 155 in Boeing's Starliner spacecraft. xospace Sarion, NASA

nauts can return to Earth would be in
Fchnuryzozjnnarxﬂmmm:bcthanssm

out an astromaut since 20040,
This is not the first time that astronauts

place in 1944 and 1946
Notably, Thursday's -7

No.Anact tionofan earth-

earthguake orcurred on or near the

quake needs a precursory signal fromo

h tayat il
technical glitches, Williams and Wilmaore,
however, would have the longest unsched-

Nankai Trough, according to the United  within the earth, indicating a beg quake is ubed stay if they return in February.
States Geological Survey, As a result, ex-  ontheway. The signal mustalso ocour only
per!swurrj that rhcnnl‘tmmuralcmg itdoes not Wiy are Wilmic
hy heould be indicateever within the 7
carth’s surface. Currently, there is no equip- Williams and Wilmore travelled to the

Wi ment to find such precursors. 155 on a Boring spacecraft called Starfiner i
thie Mankai Trough ocour? Thursday's advisory by Japan's meteo- June. This spacecraft has made two trips to

In January 2022, Japan's Earthquake  mlogical agency was just a waming, not a the 155 carlicr but this was the firse time it

Research Committee said the next mag-
niru:ll: 8a mr:gaqu.ahc aJoru; the t:mqgl\

of striking

within the mxt BUyca:s_
Suchamegaruale could sendd tremaors
o areas Fromoentral Shizuoka —about 150

YOUR 60-T0 INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

prediction — it had nothing o do with sci-
ence, Robert Geller, professor emeritus of
seismnlogmyat the Liniversity of Tolyo, told
the BBC. The advisory asked residents o
prepare, review evaosation routes, and
consider potertial fisture warnings.  ENS

weas carrying astromauts. Before the launch, a
helium leakin Starfiner's propulsicn system
was detected but was not considered seri-
ous enough to abandon the JDHI’nC)
Although Stardiner ¢

158in
craft, operated by Spacel. is sup'puﬁc:l to
carry four astronauts to the 155 and bring
them back in February. However, if
Williams and Wilmaore also have to be
brought back, then the SpaceX spacecraft
wyill carry only bwo astronauts in September

Can the IS5 accommodate them?

In recent years, the 1S5, which has been
operational for 25 years, has usually been
hosting seven astronauts at any given time,
These astromauts masthy belong to the fve
countries{regions whose space agencics
manage this facility — the United States,
Russia, Japan, Canada, and Europe, The as-

the 155, carrying essential supplies and at-
tending to maintenance requirements. On
theirreturn, these spacecraft take back waste
generated at the 155 and dispose of it into
space at the time of re-entering Earth's at-

whereit e to friction.

Septemnber 2022 and September 2023,
Severalother astronauts, inchuding women,
have spent more than 300 days in space.
‘Williams and Wilmore are [iely to spend
nmthanZSEldm by the time they returm.
are on their third visit

In fact, one such cargo spacecraft, called
Cyenus, operated by a private acrospace and
defence firm Northrop Grumman, docked
wvith the 155 last week, It carried more than
3,700 kg of cargn, which is currently being
unpacked by the astronauts on board. [t will
remain docked with the space station till
January aﬁ.c: whhich itwill return to Earth As

o the 155 Williams spent 196 days on her
first visitin 2006-2007 and then another 127
days in 2012, Wilmore, during his two pre-
wioas visitsin 2014 and 2015, has spent ato-
tal of 178 days at the [55,

What happens to the human body in
15

spacecraft
dack themselves with the 155,
The cargo spacecraft, however, cannot be
used to bring back Williams and Wikmore as

tromauts carry out a varsety of space-hased
ERperir amd jects of

ilar beakes on its way, it reached its destina-
tiiom without any trouble.
However, afterit docked with the 55 and
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the two transferred inside, more
problerns emerged in Stardink, raising ques-
tions over the safiety of the astronauts on
their retumm journey — originally scheduled
atter just a week. So far, ground engineers
have not been able to resolve all issues to
everyone's satisiaction, leaving Williams and
Wilmore stranded as they do not have a ve-
hicle o return home,

Baoth NASA and Boeing have said they
hope to get Starlink in order soon. [f that
does not happen, the earliest that the astro-

some cxperiments, particularly those regard-
img the study of impacts of the outer space
emvironment on human bodies.

Monethebess, the 155 is large enough to
accommodate maore astronauts, The num-
ber increases when a new team comes to
take over or when astronauts arrive for
short visits like Williams and Wilmore did,
The facility is biggerthan a typical six-bed-
room apartment in the US, acconding to
MASA. It has six sleeping quarters, two
bathrooms, and cwen a gym. When visiting
spacecraft attach themselves, additional
space is created.

Cargo spaceships moutinely make tripsto

they are not equipped with the special cap-
sulbes that can house humans in space.

Have astronants stayed in space fora
long duration?

Spending nine to 10 months in space is
uite & long time bast not unessal, Several as-
tromauts have remained in space far longer
than that.

The current record is held by Russian cos-
maonaut Valeri Fobyalkow, who spent 438 days
at the Mir space station between January
1984 and March 1995, Russia's Mir predated
the 155 and was operational between 1986
and 2001 before being brought dow.

More recently, US astronaut Frank Rubio
compketed 371 days at the 155 between

its
astronauts for extended stay missions to
study the impacts on human bodies. LIS as-
tronauts flying to the 155 can now volunteer
tobe part of such experiments. NASA s num-
ning a programme to study the impacts of
short{upto 3.5 months), routine {up o eight
months), and extended stays (more than
eight months) of astronauts in space.

Past sturkies have shown that bone den-
sity and muscle quality deteriorate faster in
space than on Earth. Low gravity impacts
Brain fluids and extended stays can poten-
tially aiter brain structure, Extended stays
can absn increase the risk of heart disease,

Several otherimpacts have also been no-
ticedd. The ongning programme would help
inbetter understanding of these changes.

Far these reasons astronauts aboard the
155 spend almast two hours every day in the
gym, doing a range of physical exercises.

How Centre’s Clean Plant Programme plans to boost production of fruits

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHL ALBUST T

THE UNION CABINET on Friday approved
the Clean Plant Programme (CPP aimed at
increasing the yield and productivity of hor-
ticulture crops in India.

First announced in Unian
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman's interim Budgct

POLICY

tanwms—Fm: hlgh-qlahty planting mate-

NINECITIES, NINE CLEAN PLANT CENTERS LINKED TO ICAR INSTITUTES

while it imported fruits worth $2.73 billion,
W'lth the rising consumption of frits i the

inorder toincrease cropyi
income opportunitics, These are:
® Development of nine Clean Plant
Centers{CPCs)whichwill provide disease di-
agnostics and therapewtics, create mother
plants to be sent to nurseries,
and quarantine all domestic
ingmateri-
aislmrndﬂd for |:Dm.rn|:ma|

speech i
CPPis also targm:d at cnhanunglhc qual-
ity :rflml:cmp& across the nation.

TheM: ‘Agricubiure has soughtan
allocation of Rs 1, ?ES crore for the pro-
gramme. Oy
the budget of the Mission for Integrated

ntaf Horticulture { MIDH], while
the other halfwill beint

L] E:ﬂlanmmcnrulmhastrummmdl.nd—
ing
to facilitate the effident multiplication of
clean planting material — the mother plants
obtained from the CPCs will be multiplied in
nurseries and distributed to farmens;

| ] Cn:anundmgulatnry and certifica-
tion g sgh accounta-

the Asian Development Bank (ADEL
Hona will the CPP work?

The programme has three main compo-
nents geared mowards helping farmers ob-

‘hility and traceabdity in the production and
sale of planting material.

What is the need for the CPP?
Inedia is the second largest producer of

The CPCs will b

‘ouncil of Agric

horticulture crops. Each CPC will be linked to a different ICAR institute.

BINPUNE. the CPC for graps be

[ ] another CPC for citrus

linked to the National Research Centre
for Grapes, Pune

BN BENGALURU, the CPC will cater
to four crops — mango, guava, dragon
fruit, and avocado — and be linked tothe
Indian Institute of Horticultural

fruits will be developed at the Central
Institute of Arid Hortculture, Bikaner

B INSRINAGAR, a CPC for temperate
fruits — apple, almond, walnut, berries,
ete. — will be developed at the Central
Institute of Temperate Horticulture

AR for specific

BN S0LAPUR, a CPC for pomegran-
Center on Pomiegranate, Solapur

B IN EAST INDIA, a CPC for tropical
and subtropical plants will be devel-
oped in collaboration with to ICAR's
EastIndia Horticulture Centres in Wiest

planlmg materials of foreign apples, and "ex-
otics” such as avocadoand

According o sources, between 2018-20,
thie EXIM committes for import of planting
material of fruit plants permitted the im-
port of 21,44 lakh apple plants in 2018,
which increased to-49.57 lakh in 2020, In
2018, permission was given to import only
1,000 avocado plants which increased to
26,500 in 2020, Similarty, permissions for
the import of blueberry plants went up
from 155 lakh in 2018 to ‘\IJJ ld!dl in 2020

is very cumbersome, with imported plants
“having to be keptin quarantine for bvoyears.
The CPCs will cut this period down to six
months, and thus make it easier for farmers
1o access disease free and genuine planting
material for horticultural crops inlndia.
The concept of CPCs is on the lines of

Research, Bengaluru {CITH), Srinagar Bengal and Jharkhand Al present, i
B [N NAGIUR, a CPC for ditrus fruits MINMUKTESHWIAR, another CPC for N LUCKNOW, the Central Institute
will be developed at the Central Citrus datthe  for i i i
Research Institute, Nagpur OITHs regional station in Mubkteshwar 2P for mangn, guava, and litchi
mmmﬂﬂﬁjnﬂwwﬁdaﬁtrﬂm hmamswlﬂ.ﬁ]m‘llm hectares, and pro- India s alsoa majorimponter and exparter
From2013-14t02023-24, duicti 1277 Amillionmet-  of fresh fruits. In the financial year 2023-24.
ticuture crops has risen from 24 mlilluu: ric tonnes (mi) to 352 milki $1.15 hillion,

projects incountries (ke the US, Israel, and
the

epaperindianexpresseom BN Il
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Rule and exception

Courts should ensure free trial without
rolonged iImprisonment

ing badl 1o Delhi Deputy Chiel Minister

Manish Sisodia s @ reminder to judges
that they cannoe deny bail as a form of punish-
ment, It s also s reminder thit the fundamentals
of bail low are quite simple, Where 4 case turns
mainly on documentary evidence, ball is the
norm, and it ks to be denied only if the suspect isa
flight risk and is unlikely 1w appear before the
court for trial, or i in a position o influence wit:
nesses angd tamper with evidence. The possibilivy
of the trial not beginning anytime soon or that it
muay b o p one b lso i eircy
wareanting grant of bail. In tmes when Opposi-
tion political keaders are tirgeted and Bvestigs-
tive agencies have no compunetion about being
seen as branchws of the ruling party, the mere act
of releasing o person on conditional ball after giv-
ing enough time for the completion of the imvesti-
gatkon ks seen as something extraordinary. In the
Dielhi Hguor policy cise, Mr, Sisodia was arrested
by the CBLand then the Enforcement Directorte
i early 2023, Delhd Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
witl’s turn came this year, but he managed o get
Imterim bail in the ED's case concerning money:
Inundering charges, while he is still in custody in
connection with the CBI's corruption cise,

The order of Justices B.R, Gaval and K.V, Viswa-
nathun hay done more than pove the way for Mr.
Siaodlin's relinse after nearly o year-and-a-half in
prison, [t has foregrounded the principle that the
rigours of o bail-denying low, tl?: Prevention of
Money Laundering Act in this case, need not
stand in the way of a person's conditional release
if there is o prolomged delay in the trial proceed-
ings. It hag also brought under focus the enden:
cy among scme judges o "play safie”. The Bench
T rightly hlﬂl!l-dlhh-'d the tendency smeng some
Juliges to fgnore the prineiple tha ball s e ruke,
and nat the exception, In Mr. Sisodin's case,
based on the ED's assurance that the trial would
b comiplete within six to elight months, the Courn
fnvel albowed him w apply for buil again if the trial
progresses oo slowly or is protracied. This was
on October 30, 2023, However, both the trial
court and the Delli High Court puid no heed to
the Supreme Court's polnted reference 1o the
need for speedy trial, but dismissed his applics:
tiom on merits and claimed that any delay in the
commencement of the trinl was attributable to
the various petitions he has filed, fudges should
punrd against o likely loss of public trust in the
Judiciary's ability to protect the Hberty of citizens
and engure fair trial without prolorged and need-
less pre-trinl imprisonment,

T he Supreme Court of Indin's arder gramt.

wwarded the Rashiriya Vigyan Puraskar
(RVI),
vamiped approuch to independent Indin's long
teadition of annually swanding sclentises with
promise. The rejig s in doing sway with the Shan-
1 Swarup Bhatnagar (SS8) awards, once swarded

L ater this momth, 33 scientists will be

the current government’s re-

Parties, serious crimes and the need for judicial clarity

wo recent observations from two
different Benches of the Supreme
Court of India in the bail petitions of

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
ungd former Delbi Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodin deserve in-depth analysis. The first was
the observation from the Beneh beaded by Justice
Sanjly Khanna, The judige asked the government
Lawyer whether in a case under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (MLA) involving lesdery
ol the A Aadmi Prrty (AAP), the party oo is
nat invislved. Whist is the role of the political
party? Can it be msde an accused party? These
questions from the Bench prompred the
Enfureement Directorate w make AAD oo an
accused party in Mr. Kejriwal's case, It is perhaps
For the fivst time that a poliical party is being
macke s in aceused under the PMLA, Ina
parliamentary democratic system, where political
parties play a pivotal role in mobilising people on
the basis of Ideologies and politcal programmes
aned run a government, making them the accused
in seriows criminal cases is fraught with grave
probiems.

An nnalysis, in legal terms
Lot us look at this issue academically and neot
present ary argument in Bivour of o against o
ieular case. So, let us analyse it in terms off
the relevant legal provisions, Newspuper reports
show that the investigative agency imoked
Section 70 of the PMLA to rope in the AAT This
section deals with offences by companies. The
gist of this provision is that if the person
comminting a contravention of any of the
provisions of the Act Is a company, then every
[:-m:n wiko wiis i chage of the company shill
deemed o be guily under the Actand shall be
proceeded agningt and panished accordingly. In
this section, there is un explanation which siys
thit ‘eompany mears any body corporate and
ineludes 1 firm or other sssociation of
Inchividunls’. Where does o politieal party come in
under this definition?

The bvestigutive agency reporiedly pleked up
the definition o palitical partles from The
Representation of The People Act (RPA), 1951 and
browght It under Section 70 of thi: PMLA, Section
20 of the RPA 1951 defines a political parry as
“amy pssociation or body of individual citizen of
Inclin calling itsell @ political party.,.." Under this
edinition, an association or individual citizen of
Indlia becomes a political party only when it calls
itsell a political party, So, all associutions of

LT Achary

Farmer Secrotary
General, Lok Salila

Ina
parlamentary
democratie
systen, making
pelitical parties
the accused In
serlous criminal
cases Is a
problem-
Traught ong

Indivicunls cannot be treated as political parties
unbess they call themselves a political parry, But
the explanation to Section 70 of the PMLA covers
only associutions of individuals and no
nssociatbons which call themselves a political

the Enforeement Directorate: Where do you draw
thie lne beeween policy and criminaliny?” This is
the maost relevant question that comes up ina
cuse arising out of & policy framed by u cabines,
The Constitution b pdopeed the British system

rwn‘) Thus, there Is an obvious
hetween these two definitons, The conclusion,
therefore, ks thit Section 70 of the PMLA does not
cover peditical lmlm Thuzs, it s not legally
permissible to bring a palitical purty within the
dlufimition in this cluse,

Further, under the above explination, "other
nssoctutbon of individuals” are preceded by the
words “ul!g“hnly corporate and tncludmu firm";
applying the rule of interpretation of statutes,
ejusdem
Individuals can only mean a body in the nature of
a hody corporate or a firm, A polideal party is not
I the nature of & body corporate or o . We
may try to understand the context of this
definition, The context is the generation of black
maoney through certain illegal transactions and
the laumelering of it,

Political purties are not basically tansactional
bodies, Their job is w mobilise people, ight
elections and ron a government. Runming 4
Inssiness, begal or atherwise, i ot the domain of
1 polivieal party. It B8 matter of common
lenawhedge that mast political parties run their
affaies with money donated by individuals or
corporates, The biw permits this but it does not
coneern iself with why such donations are mde.
Of course the lw requires politicsl parties wo
make & decliration o the Election Commission of
Inelia of all comtributions received from
Individuals or comparndes other than governament
companics under Section 20 of the RP Act 1951,
1F prliticul party does sot comply with this
pronvision, ¢ will nes get any incomie-ti relief, 1t
iy be noted here that the entine domation
recelved by a political party is exempied from
Incometax, We can very well see that the L is
roirndful aof ehie rede played by thi pobitical partbis
in our democratic system, und is, therefore,
consicherate to them. So, i isa litle difficult o
undersiand the observation of the learmed Bench
ahout I:rquﬂru, politicnl parties within the
purview of the PMLA.

Policy and crimin

The second observation is from a Beneh of Justice
R, Gaval nnd Justice KV, Viswanathan ina bail
petition of Mr. Sksodia, The Bench, with its
characteristic inclslveness, asked the lwyer of

eris (o4 the same kind), associaion of

of prarli ary demoericy, with the cabinet
Form of government for the Union and the States.
Uncler this system, the highest decision-making
bescly is the cabinet headed by the Prime Minister
at the Centre and Chied Ministers in the State, The
cubinet of the Union or of a Stute has exclusive
aned final suthority to frame a policy on any
matter,

Tvor Jenndngs, the renowned authority on
constiutionul law, sys, “in substance the cabinet
s the directing body of the national policy™, it
may be o good policy or s bad ane. In case u bad
policy is made, it may be disapproved by
Partiament or the Assembly, as the case may be,
And, ultimaely, the cabinet is aceountable 1o the
people, They can punish the government and the
party which runs it if the policy is harmful to
thiem, But under no circumstances does the
Judiciary examine the correctness or otherwise
or the motive of a palicy made by a cabinet, The
Supreme Court has consistently mken this view,
S0, no eriminality ean be arributed o the cabinet
for a policy made by it Therefore, & eriminal
charge against an Individual Mindster fora
decislon taken by the cobinet is legally
unsustainable and is unheard of in the hiswry of
thee cabinet form of governments, OF course, 1
Minister as & public servant becomes culpabie for
an incividual action which &s in violation of law,
bt neot s i part of the constivational entity fike
the cabinet which has framed a policy, In the case
ahove, the Bench is reported o hive further
observed that no cabinet can function if the
Ministers are charged individually with
criminality for o collective decision of the
cubinet.

The judiciary must elarify

Bringing political parties within the purview of
Prevention of Cormuptlon Act and the Prevention
of Money Laumdering Act will have farreaching
cansequences, In g country whene politienl
vendetta bs almost an acce pred method of dealing
with political adversaries, such an action would
rmake all political parties vulnerable, There is,
therefore, an urgent need for the Supreme Court
to clurify the law in this regued, and also about
thee culpability of individual Ministers for s
cabinet decision,

A nutrition strategy would have averted Olympic agony

of Indian woman wrestler Vinesh Phogat

from the women's 50kg wrestling final in
the Pariy Olymples 2024, was o setback for India.
She was found to be 100 grams heavier than
permissible limits, This incicent hightights the
robe of support staff inchding the sports
mutritionist, doctors, and the team managgement
in the Indian eontingent,

A myopic view dnclicates a slip, but the

T he high-stakes case, of the disqualification

Eaniks Agarwsl

Faculty Fellow, Koita

Cntre bar Daglial

Health, Trived) Sehoal
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targeted individual continuous monkoring (o
example, continusous blood glecose monitoring)
can provide more specific and individualised
recommencations for athletes that not only
nilcdress dietary requirements but also check the
regulatory requirements of sport. Many wearable
stnsors ek and provide informistion on
pehysical acuivity levels, stress, sleep qualicy, and
heast rate monitoring. This incident with Ms.
Phogat underscores the importance of

ights the need w
precision mutriton i spoet. Precision nutrition
tailors dietary recommendations based on
specific mdividual requirements, charneteristics
andd clreumsrances. This 1y focuses on

to schentists under 45 by the Councll of
and Industrial Research (CSIR), It comprised a
certificate, o cush prize and some addiional mao-
netary benefits, The RVP replaces it with o medal
and a certificate and, renaming it te Vigyan Yu-
vaSSE. There sre also other RV awards — the Vie
pyan Shri, Vigyan Ratna ond Vigyan Team
awards. The later will be for sclentists over 45
who have made distinguished contributons in
setence and technology over thelr entire career
as well, as for wams of scientists and technolo:
pists with exceptional contributions,

In theory the total number of swards, under
all eategories, Iy capped at 56, though these se:
Ttz for thils vear dre fewer than ths colling, The
tenm uward hus been conferred on the Indisn
Space Hesearch Organisation's ‘Chandrayaan-3
team', which certainly has aver three members,
These may well be technicalities and, I.u-imnhe
fiest eddition of the prizes, could be rransi

betier meeeting an athlete's
Inclividunl requirements, particularly their
individual response to different food supplement
ineakes and avedding o one-size-ditsall approsch.

The science
I’rlclsluﬂ nutrldcm invnlw-i understanding an
and how
their body lwmru:la o l'nnu and calorie
expendimre o determine the hest dietary
practices for them, 1t focuses on systems biology
and a multi-omics approach (ncluding genomics,
proteomicy, metabolomics, microbiomes, and
with Jes and
machine learning to provide evidence-bused
Encdividunlised nutrition recommendations, This
daea-driven approach allows for adjustments
based on an athlete’s physislogical responses,
ensuring they are in peak condition for a

The list of swardees spans a wicke range of fiekds
from astrophysics to agriculture, and this is not
unlique to the RV, the awardees are overwhelm-
irgly from centrally funded and the maost elite of

Thee integration with bloinformatics
and muchine Jenrning will help in the
Identification of paterns and prediet how
different nutritional strategies affect an athbewe's
performance, The gut microflon may be

India’s fic anel research i suchas
the Inclinn Institutes of Technology, Indian lnstl-
tutes of Science Education and Research, CSIR
and atomic energy institutiony. The RYP awards
were instinated after the Ministry of Home Affairs
and hends of sclenee departments coneluded in
2002 that there were (oo many awards being gi-
ven out by individual scientific departments and
that it was necessary to trim them and ralse their
‘stature’ o nutlonal swards. While distinguished
scientists have always recelved the Padma
awards, just as those in other fields, the origlnal
schema for scientistespecific awards was (o en-
courage them o stick o research, whose out-
comes are not adways immediately tangible amd
whese impact 8 not immediately assessed, Much
like CHympic medals, Nobel Prizes continue to
elude Indian sclentists and this has been a touchy
tople for many governments. The nathonal
awards are noe 4 substitte or catulyst for the No-
bets, The government should not assume that
seientists only crave hanaour and Too

by diet, especially a plant-based diet
anal regular exercise, resulting in the production
of short chain Bty acids which may support
athletic performance and post-exercise metabolic
TeCovery.

An effective nutrition recommencation rides
on high granularity of an individual's dietary
itk and pliysienl netiviey dat, Troditional
guestionmaive/interview-based methods of
collecting such dota have drawhacks such as
self-reporting, memory bias, high respondent
burden, and socially desirable respanses,
Combining this subjective information with
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and realtime tracking of srgeted
outeormes for sthletes during trining sessions,
miaking it easier w achieve and muintaln wrget
weight.

Glucose moniboring

Comtinuous glucose monitors (CGM) are
commaonly used hyl];:nplt- with diabetes to
monitor interstitial bood glecose responses w
fooel. These devices, implanted in the
subcutaneous layer (just under the sking, record

Moo glucose levels minute by minute, The use of

CGMs, under the supervision of o trained
nutrithondst, can help monitor gthletes’ blood
Elucose responses to food, The informaution
collected can be used o individualise
recommendations for ballding muscle, boosting
energy, reducing inflammation, and mainmining
Dy wedght — Impartant paramaters for an
athlete,

A few players have reportidly mproved thelr
wparts performance using CGM. Retired Olympic
gold medabwinning Australian swimmer Chelsea
Hodges, once admitted that CGM belped manage
her fuel kevels and exhanstion during training
sesslons. Long-distunce runner Eliud Kipchoge of
Kenym has been using the COM since 2021 1o build
personalised nuarition plins thit give him a
competitive advantige, The Unlon Cycliste
Internationale (the warld governing body of
cyeking and recognised by the Intermational
Olympic Committee) has banned the wse of CGM
by healthy athletes during comperitions,
However, these could potentially be wsed during
Irnining sessions to see how players respond to
foodl. This use of technology Ii:rlﬁu.mnnllud
ntrition recomemendation i sl in its early
stuges and requires further exploratbon,

The need for such personalised approaches
1 more apy in weight-based sports,
where “miking welght” Is crucial. Athletes in
weight-based sports, such as boxing, wrestling,

aned murilal wriy, aften struggle (o stay within
thelr designated weight class. To do so, they
rEsOrt i exreme measures such as strvation,
intentional dehydration, and using saunas or
aweat suits o reduce weight quickly before
wekgh-ins, These drstic measures jeopardise
thelr mental and physical health and adversely
mpugt their performance. Reports indicue that
M. Phogat spent an entire night trying o shed
cxtru welght, Likewdse, another Indian womun
wrestler, Antim Panghal, reportedly starved
Fersedf for twe ciuys to make weight, Such
Instances woulkd severely impact the capabilities
of sueh spartspersans in such high-level
competitions,

A role for sports nutritionises

A study found that coaches and fellow players
play an influential robe in deciding what dietary
regimen works best for the athbete during training
angl eompetition. Athletes need sports
nutritionists trained in precision nueritkon w
monitar thelr nutritionsl requirements, ke,
anel understand thelr body composition snd
metabollsm,

It would be in everyone's best interest if
nutritionists are assigned o different lyhves of
sports and become imvolved with the sthlete:
bongser, allowing thelr recommendagions and
by responses o b teacked mnd rested over
time. These nutritionises must fumiliarise
thiemsehves with the rubis of thie sports, welghit
categories, welgh-in procedures, and methods 1o
reduce welght without compromising an athlete's
performance and annual rakning cycles,

Integrating precision nutrition into sports
nvolves not only individunlising dietary plans but
alse continuously monitoring and adjusting them
based on the athlete's changing needs, This
approach can belp prevent the drastic measures
often resorted o by athletes, in i promoting
healthier, and more sustainable practices,

In conchusion, the disgualification of My,
Phogat underscores thi there b critical gap in
thie Inclinn sperts suppon system. Precision
puitrition, & data-driven approach o dieta
planrunu. Is imperntive to prevent such set chs
and optimise athlete ¢ wee, By
tct:hlmllw and t's(pultnutlklumm. India can
revolutiondse its sports trainkng, ensuring that
sportspersons reach thelr full potential while
prioritising their bealth and their well-being.

many scientists in Indin labowr with minimal
funds, substundard ecquipment and a discourg:
g milbens, Borcing them to compete at the cuiting
edge of research with their hands tled. Raising
the budgetary allocation and muking scentific re-
search more rewarding in India will do greater
service to science than whenism,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Hindenburg allegations | government and financial needs to step in and order K. Natwar Singh wore many | The country has lost not writings, | have had the

If proved right, the dealings, We are fed up with | an inquiry. 15 there truth in hats in his (ilustrious career | ust an astute pelitician but | peivilege of reading many of
allegations by Hindenburg the collusion that those In the allegations? |s there [Inside pages, August 11}, 2lso an exceptional orator his cobumns and his words
Research against the power have with SO consplracy to target He also won his spurs s a and writer whose influence have always stayed with
Chai of India's stock | Businessmen, There neads India? Or will Hindenburg writer and a chronicler, and | extended far beyand the me, His autobiography, One
market regulator for having | te be a fair investigation, Research continue to come his books turned out to be political arena, His political Lifee fs Mot Enough, |5 a
stakes in an obscure Raohlth Varen 8.5, up with more exposés? bestsellers. He was a career, marked by particularly compelling
offshore entity' (Page 1, Chenaal KA. Ramesh Hals, political analyst and numerous ups and downs, read. His other |Herary
August L1] will burther Chennal commentator par reflected his resilience. works were equally sought
undermine the already There's no smoke without excellence, What set him apart washis | akter,

deteriorating trust that a fire or where there's smoke | K. Natwar Singh [+ ability to Infuse Lalgud| l

comman man has in the Diplomat-turned politician Bengalury Lalguel, ol Hady

“

there’s fire, The judiciary
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The Left’s centrist conundrum

bt termn ‘centrint’ has
recently emerged o
refer toa politics that is
nefther fommlly

righewing nor lefewing, Levelled
by some sell-identifying loftises in
debites on soclal media platiorms,
thie Labsel s intentionally derogatory
sl seoerful, At best, it slgnifies
the enorally dubslons and cowardly
pedlities of ‘liberals! in the fee of
ghewing nssaulis on democracy,
wcpiality, freedom, truth, justice,
and socku] progress. At worse,
centrism is seen as weltly complich
irw thesee assiults, even as thelr
prime enabler, Therefore, despite
apposing the rightwing, these
leftbeaning ndividuals often spend
moee e denouncing centrists,
whs they view as equal or even
greater acversarles,

Some individuals who
sellbdentify as nefther right- nor
leftwing indeed exhibit a morally
dlubions ‘contrism’, To appear
abjective and nonpartisan, they
el i on all-sidespleasing
tghtrope, Consecpuently, they
mutke forced and false moral
expiibvaleees, g egual welght 1o
iliberal, anti-democtatic, and
antl-constitutional volces and
libseeral- dismocratic and
comstitutbonal ones, and display
amaral neutrality in siuatbons
demanding clear moral-political
Judgmene, Such moral Mimsiness
cedes ground o illiberal,
exclusbonary, anti-constitutional
Ideologieal politeal forees,

Asecond type of “centrism’ s
more sinlster, wsing the nwme of
liberal mederation but readily
sacrificing values of democracy,
eeuality, pharalism, justioe, truth,
and liberty. This colludes with
illiberal, Ineguality promoting,
exclusiorary, authoritacian, ad
anti-constitutionad forees,

Hewevor, soame loftists an socinl
miedia pejoratively use the terim
‘certrin’ to eritielse & third type of
peitles: one embodied by
Il bvichualy who grasp the need 1o
avold extremes to bulld coalitions,
which they recognkse are essential
to defeat their primary keobogieal
achversary and reallse their
constitutionally-driven ideological

|

i
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Prolitical realism
deninds
recognlsing thir
politheal power
I vl for moral
[rshiions 1o
have eficacy,
Mothing made
this more
evident than the
helplessness off
liberals amd the
left owver the st
decade

wisbors, A firm commitment to
constituthonal morality and
rulillul realism beads such

dhivichuals 1o reject Idealogcal
purism and sectarkinizm, Thelr
deliberate renunciation of purity
and absolute truth §s an adoption
of a pruchest, sensible path o
realise their constitutionally guided
Iddealogleal vision, to which they
remuain committed.

A commibtment to pobitbeos-maral
Ieheals makes these ‘contrism’ refect
purtsa, They know that while
Ideallsm ks often eructal tw Insplre
all progress, utogian purism has
reduced an ldeological and
political group toa radical bue
politically irrelmant sect, And that
selfchefesting sectarfanism thwarts
the alliance-ballding necessary to
clefeae the gravest threats 1o one's
Ideolagical-moral visions,

Moral purity s relathvely easy
wham not secking power, Choosing
not b seek political power is often
wiewed a8 a moral virtue, Indicating
disinterest in cormupting power.
Haosweveer, political realism
dernarids recogmising that politieal
Euwr Is vital for moral positions to

e effiency. Nothing made this
miore evident than the helplessness
il Hiseetals and the beft over the kst
dlecidhe, Thelr maoral cuteries
agalnst the Citbenship
(Amendmenty Act, the bullding of o
Bam temple atop o destroyed
mosque, the vilification of Muslims,
and other aspects of the unfolding
Flimclustva revolutbon, b e
effect without pewer backing
them, Power is cricial ::rcnﬁlm
mioral visons. And, gainis
reguires Idl'nflly‘h]q llles,
coulitions, miskdngg limied
uun wises, und refecting

deologlcal purism.

1 this past decnde, some leftis
Indiviclualy eriticlsed the Cenpgress
s contrist. Somae aspects of the
party's history legitimative this
eriticksimn, Bt the Conjgress has alsa
successully represenied - as
Vogendra Yadav ooce sald - a
‘eentrist coalition of secinl groups,
clusses, and regions', which
‘aceommodates condlicting visions
of Tndia without giving bt amy
extreme”, and ‘stands for a

HnHlu:

new-magoritariin way of creating
elecroral mugority’, If the
Congresss Intermittent adoption of
a problematic ‘centrism’ enahled
antl-constitutional forces, as some
argue, s championing of anather,
principled centrism parndoxically
kgt supremmacise Hindutva
vt lesranlise ae beay unel the 19808,
Thee suceess was demaonstrated by
Hindu Mateasabh leaders
admitting thai ‘the entire Hindu
population s with Gandhifi and his
mirvemment”, Thee fana Sangh and
the B nathoral vote shire of
roagghly 3015 19689 similarty
highlight the ‘eentrist’ Congress's
sucerss it keeping Hindutva
ethno-nitionalism at bay, The
Congresss 10.3% national vote
shivre, even at s lowest nidir in
2014, meuns it remains the primary
mllli:al foree capable of

il Hindutva i
mn lomally, Meamwhile, even when
the CP1was more politically
Anfluesitial, duriog 195189, its vote
shire hovered between 25% and
G.04%. inee 1999, the CP1 has
steadily dictined, ending with
0A9% ol the nstonal vete and twi
Lok Sabhin seats in 2024,

The Hinchitva ideologleal
profect his been actualised via
sty imr. While people's power
1s highly slgnificant In a democracy,
state power i indispensable o
ensuring that the pollty remakng a
hurmane constitugonal democracy
anel does not turn to inhumane
uncomsttutional suthorltarianlism,

Given the electoral irrelevance
anel pelitical inethcacy of the befy, |
imaagieve thit te halt the Hinsdutva
Jupgernuut, many left-leaning
Indians were compelled w rely an,
I the 20624 elections, the sume
‘cemtrist” force they frequently
custignted, This awkward relianee
Iieges sechous questions: will ssch
individuals re-evalite thelr
deological purism and their
uncharitable fudgments of others
whio are less purdst? Mighe
renouncing such self defeating
purism open o path toa less
secturian, and more ally-friendly,
nuanced, innovative, and
politically effiective leftwing
progressivism in India?

Data on quota is a Pandora’s box

Debate over reservation shows ongoing issues with data transparency in ‘TN,

STATE OF PLAY

ramakaidin bipthehind oo

allties ever reservation
l’ In education and pu
i employment s
nothing new to Tamil Nudu,
The State is one of the early
movers with regard o the guo-
ta, huving Introduced i over
100 years wgo, But, the ab.
senee of quantifiable data on
community-wise representi-
thon under Backward Clisses
() ained Muost Backward Class-
s (MBC) Denotified Commun-
itlies (NG citegories has been
o subject matter of debate
sinee the gquantum of reserva
tion was hiked w 50% in 1980,
In the State, Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes have
183 anc 1% reservatlons, res-
pectively. The overall 69% qu-
oti was, through a 1994 Act,
protected under the Minth
Schedule of the Constitution,
The gquestion over the duta
has been addressed partlally
through the publication of the
State Hackward Clisses, Most
Buckwird Classes and Minori.
thes Wellare Department's rep-
by to o query under the RT1an
the representation of Vanni-
yiurs ancl the rest within the ex-
clusive 20% quota for MBC-
DNCs over the last 10-0cdd
years, The gquery, made in
203, ot a roply an July 31,
The timing of the reply was sig-
nificant, as the Pattali Maklkal
Katchil (PME), o chief advocate
for the 10.5% sepurate reserva:
thon for the Vanniyaes, hisd
been pressing the government
o kst Gin Intesim report on
thie ksstie, I view of fepors
that the State Backward Class-
ey Commission had sought a
one-year extension to mike i
recommendation on the knter
il rewervation for the Vanaoi.
vars within the MBCDNCs'
share,

Tamil Nadu

It all began with the pre
vious AIADME reglme, which,
o the eve of the announce:
ment af the Assembly election
schedube in Februry 2021, goy
i reservation lw possed by
the Howse and cleared by the
theen Gewernor,

Citing "extreme backward-
ness" of Vannlyars (who, in
turn, encompass seven sub:
ciastes = Vannbyar, Vanniya,
Viennka Gounder, Gounder or
Kander, Pacliyachi, Palli and
Agnitkula Kshatriyad, the Spe
clal Reservition Act of 2021
bl ssslgned 10.5% 10 this
commanity, apart from 7% ke
25 MBCs and 68 DNCs, and
2.8% for the remaining 22
MBCS, The law was first
gquashed by  the  Madural
Beneh in Madras High Court in
November 2021, and the Su-
preme Court upheld the deci
sbon in March 2022, In ls judg:
ment, the court saw "no
substantil basis" for clissify
Ing Vinnkyars inte one distine
group for ntermal reservation,
Now, only the BC Muslims
hiwve heen glven a 3.5% reser-
vation under the BC quota.

Since then, the PMK and
other proVanniyar activises
have been demanding the res
toratiom of the 10.5%, On July
24, PVK founder 5, Rimidoss
demanded an Interim repon
o the work done by the State
gevernument and the Backwand
Clisses  Commission in 18
maonths, The KTl guery e
veled that Vannlyars were
well ahead of the rest of the
MBCs and DNCy in terms of re-

presentation in higher educa
tion and public employment.
For example, with respect o
acdmission o the MBRBS, 5,938
amdld:u'n belonging to the

Ing 2MB- .u both under the
200 exclhusbve reservation and
open competition. Of them,
Vannkyars  accounted  for
3,554, Ilkrwinn. of the R93
MBCONG  candidates  wha
ualified in |hn exarmination
held by the Teachers Recrult-
ment Board In 2021 for post-
graduate assistants in govern-
ment schools, 533 were [rom
the community,

But, PME president Anbu-
wmanl Ramackoss dismissed the
dutn s “ineorrect” and de-
mandisd thae the government
release a White Paper on the
representation of all commun-
itles within the MBCDNCs in
education and jobs since 1989,
Whtlle the dita sought to show
tht the Vanniyars' share with-
I the 200 quotn was above
101.5%, the PMEK leader, relying
om the data sourced by his par-
ty, comtersded that the share of
Vanedyars in direetly recrulted
Ciroup 1 posts was much kwer
than 10.5%. The ruling DMK
aned the PMEK diffier on one oth-
wr ssue too, During the recent-
Iy-held Assembly session, on
June 26, the Howse adopted a
resolution, proposed by the
G, urging the Centre o con:
duct o caste-based  Cennus
alomg with the general Census,
Howaver, the PME angues that
the State government isell can
hold a socio-economibc survey.

The episode has under:
seared the need for making
public, at the earbiest, the data
on the briakup of easte-wise
At Group-l-wise peprosents-
thon of all communities in edu-
catlon and employment undler
thee G9% cuedtan seheme and all
the government's replies un
der the RTT Act, just as the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs hos
baren dhabng for years,

As the world warms, more ACs are sold, heating up the globe further

DATA POINT I

Hannah Ritchie

noaverage consumer in In-
A dia tends o buy the beast

efficient air conditioner in
the market, o recent analysis by
the International Encrgy Agency
(IEA) shows, While this pattern of
behaviour ks similar to the other
five countries and regions - Aus
tralia, thee U5, China, Japan, and
Earope - the range of efficlency in
AL s avadlabde in Indi is not as
wide as In other markets.

The 1EA estimtes that globally,
peopbe buy AC units that are half as
efficient as what s mailable in
sores, Ax Chart 1 shows, the dark
lhinee et thie AC tinidt prrchased by
the averige consumer les on the
extreme left end In thie range af AL
s avatlabde in the market,

Ome significant barrier 10 buy-
g ethelent AC units is the cost in-
volved, While they are cheaper o
run bn the longer mun, the high up
frant cost deters consumery from
Buying them, According to an ana-
Iysis by Char World In Data, in In-
i, the cheapest AC unit with a 3
star efficiency rating costs around
20,000 while the cheapest var
lant whth a S-star ruting costs about
36,000, This premium on the up:
front cost makes households opt
for the less efficlent option.

The efficiency of alr condition.
g unlts becomes significant be-
eause thuir mumbers wre et to o
ple by 2050, The IEA estlmales
thit thiere are two billlon AC units
i the world and sccording to bty
profections, this fgure i set to rise
to over 55 billlon by 2050, As
Chart 2 shows, by 2050, China
and India will hive the highest
number of AC units, more than
A5 of the total wnits available go-
by,

e reason for high demand is
chimate change, As the world
wareng, more people will be ex
posed o heat waves, and those
wha already live in hot climates
will experience more intense cnes.

c: i

China

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The M@ Bind.

Thie othier rewson e the rise in in-
comes, In nxlrtm:.;-r bt genin-

tries, like Indhi or Wndonesta, i pe-
ople can afford an AC, they will
buy k. The higher the nll-mnru! for
AC undts, the more electelelty it
would require, Aceording o the
1EA estimates, “space cooling,”
comsurned around 2,100 ter t
hours (TWh of power in 2022,
Global ebectricity use in 2022 was
around 26,000 TWh, That meany
AC unes around seven per cent of
the world's electricity,

Chart 3 shows the growth in
electricity demand for ACs since
2000, Electricity demand for alr
conditboning has more than dou
bled in 2 yeurs, This is alvo in line
with growth rates in lotal eleceriel
ty use, which inereased by 90%
bistwieen 2000 and 2022, Some of
the electriclty AC unlis use comes
frcwia fosd| Fuiels, rakiig them one
of the drivers of carbon emissions.
Aceording o the [EA estimates,
wpace conling eaused around one
Bllliean tornes of COs from electrie:
ity use In 2022 This amounts to
27% of total COu ernissions from
fomsil fueks and industey, But, this
doesn’t take into sccount the cli
maite frnpact of refrigerants used in
AC units

The AC wnit's (cooling) contri-
Bution to ghobal emisskons b= much
lower than emisstons from heating
such as space and water heating.
Chart 4 shows the global carbon
emissions from henting and cool:
g ewver time,

I the relonse of greenbowse gas
es from refrigerants ts tiken into
aceount, it adds another 720 mil
lion tonnes of carbon diosxdde
equivalents (000 o) to the anmal
carbon footprint of alr condition-
ers. This takes the greenhouse gas
emibsslons from ACs to 3.2% of all
greenhouse gas emissbons n 2002,
Despite the electricity usage and
emnissions, research shows that air
eonditboning makes extreme heat
toberable, The 2021 Lancet Count
down report estimated thae alr
conditboning  prevented  almost
200,000 premuture deaths in

2008,

Conditioning rising emissions

Thie ehants were scureed from Our World In Data{CW D), Hannah Ritchle Is deputy sditor and sclence outreach lead at OWID
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FIFTY YEARS AGO ALGUST 12, 1974

Food imports to maintain
public distribution system

Neew Daelhl, Auguist 11 The total quantiey of
Toodgratns bmported, ncluding wheat recebved
om Joan from the Soviet Unlon during the 18
menths from Janaary 1973 o June 1974 was 6
millbon tomnes, These Imports were made from
Argentina, Avstralia, Canada, the U, 5, and
Husaia,

Beyides this, about L95 million tonnes of
Toodgrains (eomprising 1,152 million tonnes of
wheat and 4.3 lakh tonnes of milo) were
purchised fn Aprbl this year and this bs expected
1o be recedved during the nest few months,
There are clear indleations that the Governiment
wints to o in for more imports 0o maintain te
public distributbon system, as the internal
procurermsent of wheat has failed miserably, The
total procurement of wheat in the current
st Has not toviched bwo milllon tontes and
e enrdier hopes of o plekup b market arvbvils
Tolleaving the milns hve not materklbsed.

In additton o the fmpert of 105 million
tommes contrieted kst Apell, the Government s
reported to be closely watching the availability
and price of wheat in internathonal markets, 1t ks
statesd that supplies will present no problem
o s thee total work] production of wheat this
year, excluding that of Ching, is expected o beat
the previous record of 341 million tannes in
1973,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 12, 1924
Rendition of the Berars.

Artiritsar, August 1 Shellch Sacliy Hassan,
Barrister and Member of the Legiskative
Asseiibly, whi has gone to Europe wiltes lrom
Laondlon that he had an epportunity of seeing
Lord Obivber, Seeretary of Stite for Indla. In the
conrse of bs interviews the former impressed
upon the latter the absolute necessity of o
Round Tubike Conf with i vlew t
Hoeme Bule in Indla, He also spole in fvour of
endurebng probibition o indla and asked for the
uppointment of o Commisskon to settle the cliim
of Nizam of Hyderabad for the restoration of
Berar, In the course of his list plea, he refermed
tor the assistance rendered by the Nizam in time
of need to the British Government, Shickh Saclig
Hassan ks now proceeding o America where he
will study the prohibithon gquestion as it works
thare,

Ml
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EWS IN NUMBERS
The climate-resilient

The death toll from
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The share by which

seed varieties
introduced by PM

the Uganda garbage

India’s coal imports

The China-based

Bangladeshis held by
BSF while entering

dump landslide

Frime Minister Narendra
l 0 9 Modi released

high-yielding,
climate-resilient and bo-fortified seed
varleties of agricultural and hortcultural
craps to enhance farm product vity and
farmers” income, pr

After torrential rain in recent
13 weehs, a chunk of garbage fram

Fampela city's only landfilt site
broke off tate on Friday, crushing and
burying hames on the edge of the site as
resldents slept. At least 14 people have
been rescued so far, muroes

increased

i

cornpared ta TLLG MT of coal in the same
period of the previous fiscal. impert
demand i lkely to remain subdued in the
caring month. =

In per cent, india's coal import rose
te 75.26 million tannes [MT) in the
forst quarter of the current flscal

companies blacklisted
by the US.

The W5, banned impeorts from
five more Chinese companies

abuses Invalving the Uyghurs. They said
this was ta eradicate forced labour and
promate accountability for China's
“ongoing genocide against Uyghurs™ aw

over alleged human rights

into India

The Barder Security Force has
ll apprehended Bangladeshis who

tried to Infiltrate into India
through the border in West Bengal, Tripura
and Meghalaya. The BSF said that it was in
teuch with Border Guasd Bangladesh, m
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EXPLAINER

Aaratrika Bhawmik

The story so far:
n August 8, the Union
povernment introduced a Bill
in the Lok Sabha to amend the
1995 Wagf Act (1995 Act). The
proposed amendments seek to
significantly reform the law by enhancing
the Centre's regulatory authority over
wagf properties and, for the first time,
permitting the inclusion of non-Muslim
members in Wagf Boards. The draft
legislation, proposed to be renamed the
Unified Wagf Management,
Empowerment, Efficiency, and
Development Act, 2024, is heralded by
the government as a comprehensive
everhaul aimed at enhancing “the
ethciency of the administration and
manzpgement of the wagf properties.”
However, several Opposition parties have
accused the Centre of floating the Bill
without adequate consultation with
stakehaolders, claiming it encroaches upon
the Muslim community's religious rights,

What is India's “waqf® law?

In ic law, wagf refers to property
dedicated in the name of God for religiows
and charitable purposes. This can indude
any movable or immovable property set
aside for the public good, embodying an
act of piety that allows Muslims to extend
their charitable deeds beyond their
lifetime. A wagf can be established
through a formal deed or instrument, or a
property can be deemed wagf if it has
been used for religious or charitable
purposes over an extended period. The
proceeds from such properties are
typically used to maintain mosques, fund
schoals or provide for the poor. However,
once designated as wagf, the property
eannot be transtferred through
inheritance, sold, or given away. A
non-Muslim is also allowed to create &
wagf as long as the objective of creating it
aligns with Islamic principles.

In India, wagfs are regulated by the
1995 Act, Wagf properties are identified
and delineated through a survey
conducted by the State government. A
survey commissioner, appointed under
the Act, identil i
through local inves
testimonies, and review of public
documents. Once identified, the
properties are recorded in the State’s
official gazette, and a list is maintained by
the State Wagl Board. Each wagf is
managed by a mutawalli custodian) who
oversees its administration. While similar
o & trust established under the Indian
Trusts Act of 1882, a wagf, unlike a truss,
cannot he dissobved by a Board.

What is the role of the Waqf Board?
The 1995 Act establishes Wagf Boards in
each State to oversee the administration
of wagf properties within their
jurisdiction. These Boards are considered
juristic persons, allowing them to swe or
b stied in a court of Liw. Each State Wagf
Board has a chairperson and includes one
of two nominees from the State
povernment, Muslim legislators,
recognised slamic scholars, and
metawalli of the wargts. The Act also
mandates the appointment of a full-time
Chief Executive Officer for each Board,
who must be a Muslim by faith and hold
at least the rank of Deputy Secretary in
the State government.

The Wagf Board is authorised to
manage waqf properties and take
measures to recover lost assets. It can also
sanction the transfer of immovable wagf
property throwgh sabe, gift, mortgage,

* »
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On amendments to the Waqf Act

What are the various contentious changes being proposed to the 1995 Wagf Act? Why have Muslim bodies and several Opposition parties registered their
protest? How has the definition of ‘wagl” being altered in the new Bill? What is the way forward?

- P |
Mext move: Union M Rijif with &
exchange, or lease. However, this would
require the approval of at least two-thinds
of the Board members. Amendments to
the 1995 Act in 2013 further strengthened
the Board's authority and made the sale
of wagf properties nearly impossible, as
neither the mutmsalli nor the Board had
the right to sell 3 waqf property.

In addition to the State Wagf Boards,
the legislation also establishes the Central
Wagf Council — a national advisory body
under the Ministry of Minority Affairs.
The Council ensures the uniform
administration of wagf properties across
the country and is headed by the Union
Minister of Minority Affairs. It also advises
the Union government on wagf-related
issues, including policy development,
implementation of waqf laws, and
resalution of inter-State disputes.

What are the key changes in the
proposed law?

The definition of ‘wagf’ has been altered.
MNow, under the Bill, anly lawful property
owners who have practised Islam for at
least five years are authorised (o create
“wagl” properties through the execution
of formal deeds. This revision abolishes
the "wagf by use’ concept — which
permits 4 property to be considered wagf
based on usage, even if the original deed
was disputed. Traditionally, wagf
properties were often dedicated arally
until formal documentation became
standard practice.

To prevent any fraudulent wagf claims,
thee Bill states, "Any government property
identified or declared as wagf property,
before or after the commencement of this
Act, shall not be recognised as wagf
property.” Additicnally, the law also
permits widows, divorced women, and
orphans to be beneficiaries of proceeds
from waqf assets.

Under the new Bill, the responsibility
of surveying waqf properties, previously
managed by survey commissioners under
the 1995 Act, will now be assigned to
district collectors or officers of equivalent
rank. Toimprove the accuracy of wagf
property records, the Bill proposes a
centralised registration systemn. All

gation

N

uslim clesies for a meet

information about wagl properties must
be uploaded to this portal within six
months of the new Liw's enactment.
Muoreower, any new waqf property
registrations must be submitted
exclusively through this partal to the
‘Wagf Boards. Notably, the Bill amits
section 40, which previously pranted
wagf tribunzls the authority to determing
whether a property qualifies as wagf.
Instead, it designates the district collector
as the fnal arbiter in such matters. Once a
determination is made, the collector must
upate the revenue records and submit 2
report to the State government. However,
the Bill makes it clear that the disputed
property cannot be treated as a wagf
property till the collector submits his final
report, This implies that until the
government decides the issue, a Wagl
Board cannot be in control of the
disputed kand.

One of the most contentious aspects of
the Bill is the proposed inchision of
non-Muslims in key wagf institutions —
the Central Wagf Council, State Wagf
Hoards, and wagf tribunals, It empowers
the Centre to appoint three Members of
Parliament (two from the Lok Sabha and
one from the Rajyva Sabha) to the Central
Wagf Council withous specifying that they
have to be Muslims. Under the 1995 Act,
the three MPs to be included in the
Council had to be from the Muslim
community. But, as per the new Bill, State
‘Wagf Boards have to include two
nan-Muslims and two women as
memthers. The compaosition of wagl
tribunals has been changed from a
three-member body to a two-member
bedy. The tribunal will now consist of a
district judpe and an officer of joint
secretary rank to the State government.
Under the proposed law, tribunals must
resolve disputes within six months, with a
possible extension of six months,

Additionally, the Bill empowers the
Centre to “direct the audit of any wagf at
any time by an auditor appointed by the
Comptroller and Auditor-General of India,
ar by any officer designated by the
Central Government for that purpose.”
The Waqf Boards are required to audit

iaqf (Amendment] BILL, 7024 |

e Delhl, on August 9. em

their aecounts annually, selecting auditors
from a panel constituted by the State
governments. Penalties will also be
levelbed upon metawaliis if they fail o
MENAn Proper accounts,

The proposed law allows courts to
intervene in waqf disputes. It removes the
finality of decisions made by wagl
tribunals, alkowing aggrieved parties to
appeal directly to the concerned High
Coirt. This is simed at increasing judicial
oversight and curbing instances of
arbitrary exercise of power by Wagf
Baards or tribunals.

‘What are the potential implications?
Professor Faizan Mustafa, noted
academician and Vice Chancellor of
Chanakya National Law University, Patna,
tobd The Hindu that while the
amendments are a positive step, it is
erucial to implement measures that
adequately protect wagf properties
without infringing upon the freedom of
religion guaranteed under Article 25 of
the Constitution.

"Rights vested in wagf properties
hundreds of vears ago cannot be taken
aver by executive officers without fair
judicial determination,” he added.

He also noted that the increased
centralisation of wagf property
management might undermine the
autorommy of Muslim religious institutions.
While welcoming the inclusion of
nem-Muslims and women in wagf
grvernance, Mr. Mustafa questioned,
"Will non-Hindus be allowed on Hindu
temple boards in States such as Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, and Karmataka?” He further
asserted that excessive government
womtrol is at odds with the principles of
economic liberalisation.

Aftter its introduction in Parliament, the
Bill was referred to a joint parfiamentary
panel for further seruting after the
Congressded INDIA bloc opposed the
proposed law in its present form,

In March last year, the Union
government apprised the Dethi High
Court that dose to 120 petitions
challenging provisions of the 1995 Act are
pending before courts across the country.

THE G
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In Islamic Jaw, wagf refiers to
property dedicated in the
naime of God for religious and
charitable purposes. This can
include ary movable ar
Immivable property set aside
for the public gaad, smbodying
an att of piety that allows
Muslims to extend their
charitabie deeds beyond their
Eifetime.

-

One of the most contentious
aspects of the Gill s the
proposed inclusion of
nor-Muslims in key wagf
institutions — the Central Wagl
Council, State Waqf Beards,
and wagf tribunals,

-

After s Intraduction in
Pariament, the Bill was
referred to a joint
parliarmentary paned for further
scrutiny after the Congress-led
INDHA Bloc oppesed the
propased law in Its present
Form.
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What is the Google ‘monopoly’ antitrust
case and how does it affect consumers?

When a monopoly comes into existence

rivals are forced out and the company with the most power is able to abuse customers because they have

very few other options. The LS. Department of Justice sought to establish that Google had a monopoly in the web search and advertising sectors

i1 ¥
SHabana Yenugogal
The story so far:
n nugtm 5, Gaogde lost a major
an st cise hroaght against
It by the U5, Department of

Justiee (DO)) that sought o

+ establish that the tech giant had o

monopoly in the web search and
achvertistg sectors. The 10woek-long
bench trial that took place in September
2023 saw high-profile tech leaders,
ncluding Google CEO Sundar Mehal and
Microsoft CEO Satya Nidella, wsaifying
before the US, District Court for the
District of Columbia. The Ewsubt sccused
Gowsgile oof usdny its dominant position in
the search engine market to elbow out
rhwals and malntain menopaly, Its
exclusive deals with hiandser makers were
Brought before the court as evidence. In
the end, LS, District Judge Amit M
rubed that Google was a monopaolise,

What dicl the ruling state?
According to the mibing, Google! rch
dominance was majorly achioved through
a strategy of exclusive distribution
agreements, or defalt distribution. This
refers to the way Googhe entered into
luerative contracts with “browser
developers, mobile device manuwticturens,
il wireless carriers™ so th
thest or default search engine
such services or new phones were glven,
Google pays for this privilege and his
shelled out mare than $26 billkon for it in
2020, per the court.

“After having earefully considered and

welghed the witness testimony and
evidence, the court reaches the following
eonclusion: Google is a monopolist, and it
Tt mectedd as one to milntati s
munopoly. It has vioked Section 2 of the
Sermin Act.” the ruling noted,
referencing u US, law that views business
monopoly or attempxs it monopolising as
an offence. Per the court, Googhe used its
monopoly power in two markets: general
¢ services and general search text
acds, “Importantly, the court also finds
thiat Google has exerclsed s monopoly
power by charging suprs-competitve
prices for general search text ads, That
eonduct alloweed Google to carn
monopoly profits,” reported the filing,
Furthermare, the court harshly eriticised
the way Google failed to preserve
employee correspondenee that could
have served as evidence,

Hewewer, sonme of the court’s
conclusions were in fivour of the rech
ghan. It was determined that Google did
ot have monopaly power n the search
achvertising market, The court also moted
there was no product market for general
senrch advertising and that Google was
not lable for actbons nvolving Its
acvertising platform.

In addition o this, Google will not be
santioned for the way it failed to
preserve employee chat messages, though
thie court warned @ might not be so
“lucky” in a future case. Interestingly, the
Judge observed that Google had brought
ot the “industry's highest quality search
engine, which has earned Google the
trust of hundreds of millions of dally
users.”

How do monopolistic practices harm
consumer experience?
Regulators around the world monitar o
Businesses use technology in their
eountries, o prevent the concentration of
power i thee hands of a few entitles. This
ensures healthy competition in the
market segment, so that all participants
are striving vo do better for their
custamers, When a monopaly comes i
existence, however, rivils miy be foreed
ot of the market while the company with
the maost power §s able w abuse
custemers beeause they have very few
other options. Such compandes also lose
the neentive to keep improving the
puality of their leluu

The eourt ruling in the Google cuse
wven podnted to this as a risk fctor,

“Googhe's Indifference ks unsurprising.
I 20020, Googhe conducted a quality
degradation stucly, which showed that It
wortthd nest bose search revenise it were to
shgmificantly reduce the quality of its
search produet,” observed the fling, “the
fct that Google makes product chimges
without concern that its users mighs go
elsewhere bs something only a firm with
manapoly power could do.”

What did the U.S. DOJ say?
Thee 1.5, DOP hadbeed the |uIIn,|.: us i r:uhl!r
victory for imternet users in tl
"This vietory agakns: L
historie win for the Ameriean people,”
sald Artorney Gen Merrbck B, Garland
i a stitement on 10 website, “No
eampany - no matter how lange or
Influential - is above the ki, The Justiee
Departmvent will continee to vigorously

enforee our antitrust s,
i far from the only company in

D) i abso repartedly wamilig
t U5, Federal Triwde
Commission (FTC) to act agalnst other
Large tech players on anthtrust grounds,
Inclading Microsoft, OpenAd, and Nvidia,
s peer The New York Times.

What happens next?

Gongle will be appealing the ruling. In the
rneantime, the court has asked both
parties, Google amd the Department of
Justice, to find a remedy abead of thelr
meeting with judge Mehta on September
8, The remedy, in this case, could r
anywhere between breaking up Goo
ordering the search glant o end ity
exchusive deals with mobile makers,

The former coubd fundamentally aler
the dynamics of comsumer digital
bassiness murket as Google plays a ley
robe by providing its pladorm to both
Individuals and businesses to interact. In
the latter case, in terms of immediare
effect, handset miskers coubd lose billions
ol dollars they recetve from Google 1o
pre-laad the company’s search engine in
thie smartphone,

This hefty payment to smartphone
riiakers, partieudiely Apple,
disineentivises them from innovating a
rival search engine. Apple, during the
hearing, had safd that it will contiiie 1o
use Google as it default search engine,
Agpart from this lnwsudt, the ustice
Dhepartment is set 1o go against Googe in
anether antitrust el that deals with the
Internet company’s wd techinolagy.
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Questions and Answers to the August § edition
of the dally quizi 1. The name of the highest
clblian avward in Bangladesh, Ans: The Swadhinata
Padak (Independence Day Award)

NVisuchevan Mulkunth Cambridge, whis was his
doctorsd adviser? Likewlse,
narme the ISRE chalrman

QUESTION 1 whose doctorsl adviser

¢+ national resenrch Sarabhal wad.
abshal founded In- | &

Nowernbar 1947 In i first QUESTION 4

days, Ik operated out of hs
risbdence bokone elantually
taking shape at the M.G,
Sclende Institute in
Ahimedabind

h
QUESTION 2
In 104 lihual it up thee
Indian il Commimi
Space rarch (INCOSPAR),
L later b ame
bady avermaw
space-related act
india biefore INCO!

[y
QUESTION 3
Whien Sarabhal was dong his
Ph at the Unlwersity of
oM™
K

In the mid-1870s, a French
BETOAPACE COMpATY
transleroed its Viking engine

technology B India, whiere th

Liguid Praopulsion Systems
Centre used it o bulld the

famous angine Fill in
the blank, Hint it |s based an
Sarabhal's full name.

L8

QUESTION §

Sarsbhai's alblings % and ¥
winte Instrismental in
eatablishing the National
Institite of Dasign in
Mumiedabad, based an 'The
India Rieport' on industrial
deslgn bn 1958, Mame X and ¥.

2 This river flows thoough Bangladesh and b5 knawn
s thie Padma in e cowntry, Ans: The Ganges
River (Padma)

1. The name of the traditional cralt of Bangladesh
wheni drtisans roate beoutifl designs on texdiles
using o resist-dyeing technique. Ans: Makshi
Kantha

4. The Banglodeshi festival that Invalves calaurhul
boot races, Ans: Nouka Balch

5. The crganisers of the “Concert for Bangladesh®, on
August 1, 1971, st Madison Sguare Garden in New
York City, Ans: George Harrisen and Ravi Shankar
6. The wnigque charactenstic of the Grameen Bank's
apprach 10 bending, particularky in the context of s
barrewers, Ans: The majority of ts berrowers are
women

Wisual: Thee UNESCO World Herltage site in
Bargladesh which is famous for s imeicate
Lermacatta Hincu temples fram the medieual peniod
Ang: The Historle Mosgque Clty of Bagerhat

Early Blrd: Seemn Das

[

Visual quastion:

What s the ariginal name of this bullding and what | its connection to
Sarnbhad? LMo oo By 3440

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

Iwas miffed
that I was not
invited to sing

Everybody in office seems
disturbed. However, my colleagues
are being very tighelipped about it

S Upendean

“Your look hippy! Does this mean tha
your've ot your promotion

1 havent beird anything about i

It been more than o week, Hisn't
yuurr boss told you anything?"

“Nobudy s talking. They're being very
tightdipped about the nterviews,”

“Tight-lipped? Does it mean they're
angry about something?™

"Thit's one of the meantngs of the
waord, When vou look st someone
tight-lipped, you ook at the indiddual
with your lips pressed together”
"Something that people do when
e angry ~ keep their lips pressed
ther”

Exactly!™

"How absous thin example? There's no
podnt talldng o Aditya right now, He's
nnly piving tight- Ih}pnl replies.”

Great example. "Tightdipped” can alse
o e not saying anything.
When an individunl rermains tght-lpped
absout some matter, he remains silent
about it

"He's unmllkng o ghve any Information
about the mateer,

UExactly! The Minister has remudned
tight-lipped abowt the cause of the
accident.”

"Nobody really leeows much sbeut
Maveen, He's always been tght lipped
abwout hils private life
on the other hand, is not
Il|lh1 lipped atall”™

“Tell mie, does ‘Hght-lipped’ and ‘siff
upper lkp' mean the same thing?"

Mo, they don'tl Sameone who
madntang a sttt upper Hp', does not
show or reveel his feelings."

“In ather words, even when he is
terribly upset, he keeps his cool”

“Exactly! A bad sttuation doesn't get
the better of hirm.*

“He 14 a very determined indbdchial
whe doesn't show his emotions.”

“Here's an example, | thought Revaghi
would start erying after having lost in the
final, Bue she key

“The CEO malntadned a stiff upper lip
evert when the unbon representatives
threstened to go on an indefinke strike”

Mo mmatter what they say or do, keep a
stlfl upper Hp, Don't et them get a sense
ol whit you're really nterestod in"

“Aren't you angry that your colleagues
are being tight-lipped about your
promation? After all, isn't i,

“Well, 1 was o bie mitfed, initatly,”

"Mitfed? What does that mean?”!

“Miffed Is mostly used in infornnl
enntexts to mean annoyed - especially
about the wiry a person behoves - the
wity he treats you,"

Ui other words, thie persor i not nlee
o you,”

"His behaviour muy be rather
anndoying, When you're mifed abou
sormething, you'ne only shightly angey
absout it - not very angry, The children
were miffed when the school decided o
cincol thelr visit to the zoo”

upenndrankyedpmatl.com

Word of the day

Incinerate:

Bicome reduced b aabus; cavis o undege
combustion

SYnonym: tim

Usage: e paper incinemtod quickly:
Pronunciation: biLlyncnerstepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: st

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Contest, pleade write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with thie subject "Test & Contest’

»
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L
Ao view shows
the ralnforest, acconding to governmeant satelite data, Sallowing a record-breaking drought. They may pose a tough test for President Lulz nacks Lula da Sils, who his staked his

Cold War nuke tests light up a bug in

present-day climate models

A study by an international team of researchers, recently published in the journal Science, suggests plants absorh more carbon dioxide from the

atmosphere than expected and also store It for a shorter duration, before releasing it into thelr surroundings

Karthik Vinod

or hilllans of years, thie carbon
cyche has been nature's solution
o remmoving excess carbon from
the atmosphere,

I rture, voleanie eruptions and like
forms vent carbon dlosdde (00 Into the
utmosphere, Mangs and trees then draw
I e store this GO during
phatosynthess,

OF lutes, the carbon cycle has been o
foeus area in climute midgation. Plams’
abillty to ok away carbon produced by
burmdnag Fossil fuely can affer resplie, Both
Fosadl- fuel corporations and governments
Favee subscribed o this klem as they look
for ways o offset their sill-rising carbon
Tt prints,

Bt stucly recently published i the
Journal Science by an international eam
of researchers suggests plants absorb
e Gk from the atmosphere than
expeeted and akso store it for i shorter
duration thun expected before releasing it
intes thielr surroundings,

Ty estabilish thedr ndings, the
reseurchens iovestignted the remaing of
muclear bosmb tests the US, and the Sovies
Unibon conducted dn the 19605 using
climate modely,

Relics off the Cold War

The degens of nuschear bomlb tests duriog
the Codd War in the second half of the
20th century maintained an mosphere
M'tmlpklall-nn worldwide and, scientisns
Latier fonimil, an opportunity for climate
research,

“As terrible as they were, they've been
uite useful o sclentises,” Heather
Graven, @ climate phoysiciat at Imperial
Colbege London and the study's lend
muthor, said,

The explostons sprayed radiosctive
material arownd the planet, including a
bat af it i the atmosphere, One of them
vk cirhon i, an isctope also called
rudbocarbon. I atom’s nucleus has two
neutring more thiun in the niecleus of the
mare common cirbon-12, Rsdioearbon I
naurally found In minue quantities, but
the nuclear bomb tests steacdily deposited
wrvore aned maore of it in th mosphere,

In 1963, Cobd War powers signed the
Limited Test Ban Treaty (LTHT) thit
probibsited nuclear testing over land, air,
und unider water, The atmospheric
racliocarbon concentration stopped
Imereasing beyond this year, Dr, Graven
s wsedd models o track the
hils level between 1963 and
1967 aned founsd that li :ImuE:ui siendily.

Often, radbocarbon bosds with oxygen
too form OO, Planty, trees, and other
vegetation absorh this CO: during
photosynthesls w produce food and,

A ew of the nuclear test Upshot-Knot hale Arnle, conducted by the U5, on March 17, 1951, rusuc oosss

ultimately, energy, Thae researchers found
thee the msdels suggested the
radioenrbson was moving into vegetition
Trom the aemosphiere,

"The whole system s cycling faster'
Plants need food, to survive and they
ke it thermselves, They absorh €Oy
from the stmosphere during
phetonynthesis and use it to make
glucose, A plant consumes some of the
lscose, el some Bt stores as starch in ity
leaves, In this process, some carbon by
e lost when the plant exhules C0s as it
respiites. Sclentists chon't hvee g direct
way to measure the rates ai which
vegetathon koses and gakns carkson, But
they harve been able to use satellite data o
estimate how much carbon vegetation
arotnd the world hosts.

The researchers behingd the new study
used climate models to estimate the
amoant of carbon stored n vegetation
arcund the planet in a year, Previous
stusclies had shown this vislue to be at least
4576 billlon wonnes of carbon per year
worldwide. But the study team suld i
conld be around 0 billion tonnes per
year, with most of the carbon belng
stored I deaves and Brer roots, Le,, the
nan-woody parts of the plint,

1 the higgher value |8 accurate, plines
st nbso be shedding thedr earbon
soaner than thowght, Otherwise, the
researchers figured, they would have
mare carbon thin estimated based on
sl e data,

The frnelings alse shed lght on how
quickly carbon is exchanged between
vegetation and the atmosphene, "The
whole system Is kind of eyeling faster than
we thought bedore,” Dr, Griven sald,

Bust Bagha Murtugudde, a clmane
sclentist at UT Bombeay who wasn't

i from Burning wegetat Lhae A

i Apl, A

global reputation an Brazil's erviranmental stewarduhip abead of hosting the COF0 climate summit n et year, suTiss

M g 1 ’
L3

e

I naure, voleanie eropions and Jife
Torms vent carbion dhosdde fnio the
avmosphere, Plines and trees then
chraw I amd store this COu during
photosyithesls

Irmvalved In the seudy, acdvised caution.
"o sy what the actual impact on the
carbon cyehe Is woulkd be a challenge,” he
kel The Hindu, *Theoretically you wint
o Ineclucle all the detalls [in the models],
It there are mbssing understandings, a
lack of dlata, anel Irveducibsle
uncertalnties”

He sald the models stmukiing carbon
stored o vegetation in the study make
assumptions that, ' tweaked, could
change the results significantly.

The study’s eo-author, Will Wieder, o
climmate scientist with the LS, National
Center dor Atmospheric Research, sabd D,
Murtugudde's statement wis "accurate”
Tait ks “shiort-sighted "

Radioactive representation

Lt 135, the Wordd Climate Research
Program set up the Coupled Model
Intercomparison Project (CMIP), which
cHemate projections that inform

For the CMIP, scientific instisiony in
several countries pool thelr individual
eliamate models together 1o prodisce better

projections. But most of these models
haven't been tested with rdiocarbon
data.
It's rot difficubt oo lopue this data,
according to D, Graven. “Some of them
hawen't really bothered to doso
Ins fct, only one maodel, the

Starter, Bral, Laet wieek, The blaes are off 1tk worst start in 20 yrars for

‘Community Earth System Model 2
developed by the LS, University
Corporation ler Atmospheric Research,
accounted for radivearbon n i
sdmulationy — but it also predicted plants
hael whsorbed much kess radiocarbon than
D, Graven & co. found they shoubd,

Clierute models have always had
uncertainties,

“They are not wrong, They are
Imperfiect,” Dr Murtugudde sid. “Ies lilee
a car thit pulls to one side, but it can be
driven, S0 It needs o be looked o by o
mechanie i make sure it eventually
drives srajght”

Thae CMIP models used kn the stucly
included some of the lstest versions (5
and 6}, The shortfalls highlighted in the
study are meare of o stepping stone for
Tutare research o climate modelling,
aceording to Dr. Wieder. *This kind of
Isfarmation is critleal as we work o
Improve the models for CMIP 7 and
beyond

This sabed, all these climate scientisis
agreed that radiocarbon needs w be
ietter reprederted in climate predictiong.
So far, radiocarhon Incluston has been
phagued by “Hmited resources, both
Tuescing and effort, availablbe for model
development and observational
resenrch,” Govindasarmy Bala, a climate
physicist at the Indian Institate of Scence,
Barjglieru, mot vobvied i the study, told
The Hinche,

"Representation of lsotopes, loe sheet
dymamibes, permafrost, ete, in models bs
likeely 1o iy momentum in the fture,”
e ndded,

(Karthik Vinod is a freelance setence
Jmcrnaltst and co-founcer of Ed Pubiies, He
has masters” degrees I astropiyxics and
selener, technolgy aned society,
krmvini8gigmall.com)

WHAT IS

THE GIST

Radiocarban released into the
atmosphers fam nuclos
nls bands with axggen to
oy C0, Plants absorb this
€0 during phatasynthist o
produce food and, ultimately,
ey

-

Madets shaw carban wared n
wegatlan fanjes fram 43-76
Billion te 80 billian taanes per
yoar, If the higher value is
accurste, plants must be
shedding carban saaner, ‘The
whale system s cycling laster
than we thought befong'

-

Sclontists agree that
radiocamon needs to be
better represented (n climate
predictiens, Sa far 0 has been
plagued by “limited resoured
avallable for madil

development and
abservational research’

Perseid meteor shower

Mastdevin Mubunth

The Perseid meteor shower this
year began around July and will
last until Late August, but their
peak activity Is golng on new —
between August 11 and 13, The
shower should be visible to the
naked eye in many places between
midnight and dawn, especially in
the northarn hemisphere, Local
weather conditions could affect
this, howevar,

A meteor shawer is a
raining-down of meteors over the
earth from space at a particular
time of year. The Perseid meteors
wre debris left behind by the
comet Swilt-Tutthe, which orbits
the: Sun in an elliptical path that
takes 133 years wo complete once,

When the earth moves through
the cloud of debris intersecting its
path around the Sun, its gravity
pulls the debris towards itself,
producing the meteor shower,

In the 1990s, scientists studying
the Switt-Tuttle comet noticed
there was an important chance it
could strike the garth or the moan
In mid-2126, The impact could be
powerlul because the comet |s 26
km wide. Fortunately, whan
sclentists performed maore careful
calculations prompted by this
coneern, they found the earth was
sale from a Swift-Tuttle Impact for
at least two millennia more,

Thi Perseids showar itself

Perseld meteors streak past in the night sy ness
Arnrnan, Jorelan, in the darly hours of Augest 12,
0, ALI JARER A BEAT RS

doesn't threaten the garth: most
metears bum up in the atmasphere,
Some that take o more tangential path
through the air preduce small fireballs,
During Its peak, the shower can
produce more than 60 meteors per
hour,

&)
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Beyond suspicion

Sebi chairperson’s integrity is not in doubt, but the
SC should monitor the probe into the Adani issue

HE ALLEGATIONS MADE by Hindenburg Research against the

Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) in July this year

were damaging enough. But going by the latest set of charges

made personally against Sebi chairperson Madhawvi Puri Buch
and her hushand Dhaval Buch, the july report pales into insignificance.
Accusing Buch of unwillingness toact on its January 2023 Adani report,
Hindenburg said on Saturday that’s because the Sebi chairperson and her
hushand had investments in offshore funds that had links with the Adani
group, Hindenburg has also questioned Buch's ownership of stakesina
consultancy — Agora Partners — toshow thatshe hasn'tcut off ties to pri-
vatebusinesses — something that being a regulator demands. It suggests
that there were two Agora units — Singapore and India — and that she
“quietly”transferred her 100% holding in the Singapore unit to her hus-
band after becoming chairperson in March 2022, while she held the own-
ership during the board position,

Takeninisolation, these are damning accusations against any regula-
tor. And the Buch couple have done well to dismiss all of them point by
point, The statement shows how most of the allegations made by Hin-
denburg are based on half-truths and insufficient to conclude complic-
ity Italsosuggests that the Sebi chiefmade all ite di

ef losures before
taking over as Sebi chairman; recused herself from all decisions made on
ICIC Securities (where shewml'ed earlier}and Blackstone, where her hus-
bandworksasa senioradvisor. Buch has also categorically confirmed that
at no potntof time did any of the funds she was assodated with investin
any bond, equity, or dedvative of any Adani group company,

The two consulting companies set up by her during her stay in Singapore
hecame immediately dormant on her appointment with Sebi and these
companies (and her shareholding in them) were explicitly part of her dis-
closures to Sebl. Whiat also lends credence to horstatemnent is that even 360
One WAM dlarified that IPE-Plus Fund 1, inwhich Buch and her husband
had exposure, did not make any investments in any of the shares of the
Adani groupdirectly o indirectly throughout the fund’s tenure. Some other
sections of the market have also joined inher defence. There s a reason for
this groundswell of support:The Sebi chairperson has been known for her
unimpeachable integrity throughout her distinguished career. There is
some merit in the suggestion that Hindenburg has clumsily recydled its
ownearlier dlaims which were debunked by the Supreme Court.

Having said that, it is also equally true that finandal regulators should
belike Caesar's wife —absolutely beyond suspicion. If there are questions
about their conduct, the foremost job is to clear the doubt before taking
any other step. That can't be achieved by claiming that a desperate cabal
operating in India and abroad are aiming to destabilise India's financial
foundation. The Supreme Court had earlier dismissed a petition seeking
review ofits January 3 verdict which rejected a plea todirect a court-mon-
itored inquiry into allegations in the Hindenburg Research report. Giveni
the latest tound of serious allegations before, it will be in the interest of
India’s financial markets, the regulator, and Buch herself that the
Supreme Court sets up a separate panel to take over the investigations
into the Adani fiasco. Till the panel report is out, the Sebi chairman should
recuse herself from this case. Such an action will only enhance the repu-
tationand integrity of the country’s capital markets.

Olympic greenwashing
has a silver lining

FOR CENTURIES, PARISIANS have emptied sewage Into the scenic River Seine,
rendering it unsafe forswimming A $ 1.5-billion clean-upinadvanceof the 2024
Olympics was supposed to fix the pm‘b!em But as the closing ceremonies
approach, the river is safe for swimming only some of the time. Last week, four
athletes — two from New Zealand. one from Belgium, and another from Switzer-
land — acquired gastrointestinal Iilnegsesaﬂnr competing in its waters.
Parislansfooting the bill are dably the colossal
and unfulfilled promise. Amidst an O'Iymplﬁ promoted as the greenest Ml it
Inoks and like texthaak
Butis that such abad thing? From Befjing’s temporary air pollution clean-up in
2008, to the partially laundered Seine i 2024, Olympic environmental megapro-
fall shaort. Yet hen they da, T.heysﬂﬂlmpmvethemwlmn-
ment i wiay,and provide a posith plefor futy
The madern Odympic Games have often served asa convenient excuse to build

axpensive, infrastructure. Stadiums and other SPC"IE-
Ingvenuesare the most obviow les, but everythi hleges'
villages are just as common. After the celebrations are nwr me new canstruction is
often ur ilisad and even abandomed. Thi

Ing problem that's grown with the expanding scopeand expense ofthe Games.
Then in 1988 things started to change. That's when the small town of Lille-

hammer, Norway,won the right tohost the 1994 Winter

L')]ympl.cs and — spuned byelmmnmenta] activists —

quickly king them

For example, facilities were built for energy effr:lem:y

OLICYMAKERS, INDUSTRY,
START-UPS, newspapers —
everyone is talkingabout dig-
ital platforms and theireffect
onmarket competition, with

the platforms' alleged anti-competitive

concuctoften comingunder the spotlight

Ln these om\b!rsath:m& Conduct like self-

® FAIR MARKET
OBLIGATIONS IN DIGITAL COMPETITION LAW COULD BE REFINED TO ACCOUNT FCR PRO-COMPETITIVE EFFECTS

A case for nuance

VISWANATH PINGALI

b

s
¥

IIM-shmedabad

their
semsmmﬂsemw]mrplayers,lsumen
th contention. A critical el

effiects, including accrual of benefits to
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® SCIENCE-BACKED AGRICULTURE

Union agriculture minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan

Lab to land, science should reach the farmer

directly, the benefit of research should reach
the farmer. Efforts have been made to have
everything at one place

ations for different services, will account
for pro-competitive effects, Unfortu-
nately, this would be too little, too late.
Regulations will find it challenging to
account for pro-competitive effects if they
arenat mentionedin the principles within
the Bill. The CClwill also find it difficult to
consider these effects if the relevant
exemptions arenot available in thelaw.
Digital services have often provided

Further, the Bill provid

s prin-

petitive banefits to business

thatescay Inﬂ— or improvements in the pro- ciples that will form the basis of obliga- operaﬂons Iandla Iormmp)e cloud
th i duti distrit i good: - thons for regulated entities without con- | comy

substantial consumer benefits ofdlg:tal slom of services, while assessing the con- sidering peo-competitive effects. For ness users. Cloud services typically follow

services. It is essential that these effects ductof companies. example,it providesthat coveredentities | a pay-as-you-go model, allowing busi-

als receiveattention toensurea balanced The CCThasrout dthese canmnot require or incentivise the use of nesses to pay only for the resources they

and nuanced approach to theirregulation. effects In the case of Uniglobe Mod Trav- their pmducum'se(vlm_gawwuﬂ asthose u!l!.ﬂ:usmdu:lngupfmm capital entry
Digital platforms often enhance com- els Pet. Lic vs Travel Agents Associationof oinzlaxedmthnd | " their tware,

petition by lowering entry barriersand | India & Ors, the commission observed  core digital services. Whilea ition | Additionally,it nffers scalability, enabling

spurring innovation, e fly safe-

guarding the interests of consumers and
small sellers. For instance, e-comimerce
f]atforms have revolutionised retail in
ndia, providing consumers with a wide
range of products at competitive prices
and enabling small vendors to compete
with large ones. This does not imply that
there are no competition bottlenecks in
digital markets. However, while resofving
these challenges, policymakers should
also consider the positive impact of the
effects, particulardy for small businesses.

that the ption of an appreciable
adverse effect on competition could be
rebutted by the parties if they can prove
that their conduct has pro-

on conduct that forces users to by tied
or bundled products can help provide
users with more choices, mgLrch:Iuns on

incentivi ill curtail

firms to quickly adjust thelr resources
based on demand, Lastly, these services
can inngvate by democratising access to

ch as artificial

el ey et e

ﬂﬁ;uc‘:ufm;ﬁp;:hﬁf The ill provides ﬂ;ns npfl;-gital ;en::ll:\::
bleadverse effect on compe- various principles g, consumers, like lower
tition in India. Other juris-  that will form the  pricesand better engage-
Wi s Sl s " ooba iigirhghatgoi

for regulated :
approach, where they con- antitia:w?lhout {2013}, the OCI obsarved

sider efficiencies and con-
sumer benefita in their

The Law defress specific

competitive harms while avaiding unin-
tended consequences, like undermining

Winds of change

considering pro-
competitive effects
e ——

that tying could result in
pro-competitive effects
and spurinnovation.

Too little, too late

considerations should find prominence in
the upcoming Bill

‘What next?

The DCE could benefit from several
changes to better accommadate the
dmml.cnnmafdlgnn]nwhe‘ts Incor-
paratir
lator to consider the pro- mmpetltlwz
effects of conduct would be a first stepin
balancing regulatory oversight with the

digital platforms’ pre-existing competi- Tolicymakers’ approach to The Ce i n Dlgltal Cnru.petl ability to leverage the benefits of digital
tiveand consumer benefits. petitive effects seems tobe changing,as  tionLaw's (CDCL) reportp platforms. Inspé ght from
evident posed digital comy lJl:lnn mﬂa]haslsfurthzﬁl]LJ(ad(nawled 5 the UK's Digital Markets, Competition
What does traditional mmmmmemgmr ]‘I that digitasation can b pBr:; andf_‘unsu.r:fersm 1024,;mm'lum -
competition law say? BII][DCBLapmmd]awﬁur i competiti cts,such asmarket con- | tion of countervailing benefits can
Traditic petith ks dm:\.ery r andnewofferings, | availedifth ther tha
allow for consideration of pro-competi- little to- accnu.m for pro-competitive  and that certain pm:lu:es hlghllghted bemnsefit: ighthe
tive effects, an aspect overiooked in the effects, The DCE provides exernptions to underthe [CE impact: ition. Further, ﬂ)er.lbhg

current discourse on platforms. These
effects are assessed by walghing the posi-

tiveimpact of conduct on efficlency, inmo-

wation, and consumer welfare with any
anti-competitive concerns. Further, the
Competition Commission of India {CCI)
may also consider pro-competitive

regulated companies from various uhhs-
atic n factorssuchase

rity and fraud prevention. However, the
exemptions do not allow assessment of
the pro-competitive effects of market
conduct, Indudmg comumer benefits

benefits such as reduced manufacturing
and distribution costs and enhanced
product guality.

However, the DCE does not sufficiently
reflect these considerations. The CDCL
envisages that subsequent regulations,

and cost-red)

hichwill provide principle-based oblig-

ations within the Bill could be refined to
account for pro-competitive effects
meaningfully. By making these adjust-
ments, the DCE can batter promote fair
competition without hindering the ben-
efits that digital platforms can present to
Indian markets.

Are monopolies and duopolies bad?

RISHI RAJ

rishi rajifhexpressindin.com

The answer lies in whether they are state-
promoted and protected or products of
competition and innovation

THE MONOPOLY OF hig tech hasbecome
a big issue with firma like Google, Apple,
Meta, and Amazon having frequent run-
Inswith regulators in the European Union,
US,and evenIndia.

Lastweek,a US judge rulec that Google
violated antitrust law, spending billions of
dollars to create an illegal monopoly and
become theworld"s default searchengine.
Priorto this, the US department of justice
and 15 -ztatn had sued Apple for menop-
olising the smartphone market, hu
emaller rivals, and drlvhagup }mce-s_T'he
lawsuit
ing rivals from accessing haldwane n.nd

Aedoi

vation. Theenethat s state-f dly

restricting competition, giving protec-
tion to one or few players. is bad for the
B Themenopalyof
state-run television channel Doordar-
shan, state-provided telecom services,or
AdrIndia and Indian Alrfines were rightly
checkad am.d discandeﬂ_

d

Iy of Hind
Motors and Premier Automaohiles pre-
1984 did no good to anyone. We can cite
numEToUs examples across sectors until

share, twoairlir illdominate the mar-
ket and control fares.

Do such fears have a basis? Not really.
In telecom, before the arrival of [io it was
feared that Bharti and Vodafone operate
in a cartel which the regulators need to
break. But the two competed fiercelyand
despite Bharti being the bigger player,
Vodafone had a larger share of premium
and pest-paid users. With the entryof fio,
anew playerbecame the leaderbased on
imnovation. Today duopoly fears may be

the 1991 [ib penad P Jioand Bhart],but the fact

However,Google Apple, Is.  that cumpetlrlon

Meta Or Amazon are not . between the two often
et The lesson is

In India, the ministry of corperate
affairs-led committee has recom-
mended an ex-ante regulatory frame-
work for digital platforms. Earlier, the
Competition Cornmission of India had
passed strictures against Google, and s
still to prenounce hsmderagalnst.ﬁpple

andwith an aye to post-Olympics use. Th
est efforts by today’s standards, but in relmipcct that
year' duties werewon,
andare today widely regarded as the first “green”Games.
By the early 20003, aspiring host cities realised that
snagging the bid required a public commltment toa
more sustal il twitha ikl
mentallegacy.

Enter Beijing. As far back the mid-1980s, the Chinese
gavernment publicly aspired to host the Olymples. How-
ever, it wasi't an easy selLAmong other issues, Befjing had some of the world's worst
alr pallution, So, to win the rights to the 2008 Summer Games, China promised an
ambitious $12-billionclean-upofthecity'ssmoggyairthat included factoryclosures
and relacations, shifts to cleaner burning fuels, and traffic restrictions.

MINTER

Bloamberg

t I'\:'Iiul:lnn d skies that had
beemgr i d blue. But afterwards, the
T . initiati I the pollution returmead.

Perhaps Beljing would've ac I ‘without the need

to impress the International Olympic Committee and a global television awdi-
ence. Without them, however, itwould've I:al(en much inn{(er

Mow it's Faris’s turn, The desi, age I swimma-
e ktn 1990, butitwasn'tuntilthec ded the Olympics
that there iclent political and fi Ling tomakeit happen 5till despite
over §1 billioninspendi by -|a.n:la!_muvy
thenew: rendering i nimin athletes

have made high-profile complaints aboutwhat slﬁtui fioats in the water.

Monetheless, the fact that the Seine is safe even part of the time is a vast
Improvement that benefits Paris and its environment long after the games are
over, That's not a bad outcome for a mega-project that never would
ifthewaorld'sbiggest sporting event didn’t give Paris its blessing. Future host. cities,
faced with the need to create a sustainable legacy, may need to engage in a bit of
greenwashing too — and envirenmental activists will need to aceept that some-
thing is better than nothing at all.
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mnnupohu They are all
productsof innovation and
eompetition. In fact, thay
continue to innovate and

Inasi case.ltisnot onlyth

firms against which several start- -ups

have flagged monopalistic practices; in

Mmsmm as telecom and civil amdnn
i have heen

straightforward:
Regulate dominant
firms but do not go

delays any tariff hike.
Incivil aviation, before
IndiGo it was Jet Alrways
which ruled the sky_ It was
joined by Kingfisher Air-

compete fiercely to stay overboard. It lines and for a while the
ahead. For example, with makes sense to two controlled the mar-
competition  emerging focus on specific ket. Stifl, a new entrant,
from Mag llaand Ofa pain points IndiCGo, changed the rules
Maps, Google recently _ of the game, Today, both

added new features in India
to guide useTs 0 approaching flyovers

almu(anemermngduopolywhid\ could
harm consumer interest.

But are monopoly and duopaly ml.ly
thatbad asisbeing!

and narow lanes. Apple fights
hard with Samsung to stay ahead in the
mobile devices market Awhaobe bunch of
start-ups in the e-commerce space are
vschout,

lies, experts, andmgulnmbelrmlndlaor
abroad? The answer ks nof that easy.
Before delving into the issue, it's
tmportant to distinguish between two
kinds of monapely or duopely —onethat
te state-Induced, and the other that is
born asa result of competitionand inno-

Let'slock at Instances of fear of duop-
odies in India. It is said that with Jic and
Bharti Airtel a duopoly will emerge who
would rakee tariffs, leaving consumers at
their mercy. With the merger of varicus
‘Tata Group-owned airlines, its feaved that
along with IndiGo,which has nearly 60

E EDITOR

Wayanad crisis

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit
to Wayanad to comfort the victims
of the landslides and gain an on-
the-spot understanding of the scale
of the disaster is much appreciated.
The damage was incaloulable; it
was such that it would cost a lot of
maney to rebuild the homes —
they should be landslide-resistant.
— and rehabilitate the victims. Alot
of rebuilding, considering the

12, Sata&.m ¥12; Raipur: Man-| F-n!l) Sat & Sun #12) Chairman ofthe Board:

Indian Expy Ld Allrig

nany elactronic or othenwi

ecology, topography, and geology
ofthe region, must be done. Prime
Minister Madi's assurance of all
possible halp in relief and
rehabilitation has struck a note of
hope. In the aftermath of the
disaster, time is of the essence far
taking restorative measures. Laws
ara meant for people and not the
other way round for the
government to cite them to not
declare the landslides a national
disaster. The Centre must release

Jet and Kingfisher are
dead, encugh to assure us that a
merged Air India and IndiGo would
continue to compete flercely.

Why is it that monopolies or duopo-
lies born out of competition have a dif-
ferent trajectory than the state-pro-
moted and protected ones? The answer
is simple: the latter were inafficient, did
not care about consumers, and maost
importantly had zero innovation. The
momentth d ed
tion theirdominance be:amehlstnryas
consumeers abandoned them.

substantial funds to the state
government to help the victima
pick up the pieces and rebuild
their livas.

—& David Milton, Maruthancode

Disappointment in Paris

Apropos of "Missing the mark" [FE,
August 100, we were hoping that
our athfetes could bring a medal
haul in double digits from the Paris
lympics, but it turned owt to be an
anti-climax as we could only win six

Regulators may charge Google and
Applewith monopolistic practices but do
consumers feel thesame? It dossn T seem
s0. Consumers continue to swear by
(‘.nn:-l 'y | PP proc
wets. Then whio has problemswith them?
It's emerging firms who have to operate
in the ecosystem which is controlled by
the big tech firms, The grievances maybe
genuine, yet challengers emerge. Gener-
ative artificial intelligence is dominated
not by Google but Openal. If home-
grown Mapmyindia keeps Googleon its
toes,itmeans ithas potential tobe achal-
Eenger. There is an elernent of creative
destructionin market-based economies
thatchecks polies or duopolie

Economist Friedrich Hayek was not
disturbed by monopalies as he batted for
free markets. He was only troubled if a
monopalist had a capacity to withhold
services that people wers dependent on,
The ability of 2 monopelist to set a price
for essential products did not concern
him.What needed to be checked, accord-
ing to him, was different terms fior differ-
ent custormers. He explained that ifa com-
paiywas 5o efficient in producing ba]]

itd

wumﬂnn!beapmhlem snhmgaglr.sup
plied toall seekers on the same termas.

‘Big tech firms pass the Hayek test. The
Eesson is straightforward: Regulate dom-
inant firms but do not go overboard. It
makes sense to focus on specific pain
points and address them rather than
unbundle firms like Google as US author-

1o b
Iations as Indiais envisaging.

in total. We should focus on
strengthening the infrastrecture of
warious sports across the country. If
we can cencentrate only on track
and field and swimming, which
have 255 medals on offerin the
Glympics, it would be a great
beginning. Some cricket obsession
has to shift towards ather sports to
make them equally popular.

—Bal Govind, Moida

wiite to us at feletter siexpressindia.com
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Seeking light, dispelli
darkness in Bangladesh

SOUMALYA CHATTERJEE

docade has happened In the

last cotiple of woeks: o dis-

erodined quota Aystom his

il vrnvid, hundrods of
Hvien B bisen Last wnad Shelkh Hasl-
o, metorbous for her dictanorial e,
vemigned and flod Banglodesh, This
week shall shape the future of
Bangladesh ar loast for the decade 1o
come,

Suadenty have backed the veterun
veonemist and Bangladeshi Nobel
lawreane Br Mubammad Yunus, un
the chiel advisor of the Interlm gov-
BN o pralseworthy stance for
it meuns thiy did not get entleed by
thee bbb fundnamentilisg forees wnd
thie BNE, Amided this chmos, welter aind
netlvise Taelg All congratulated the
atudents of Bangladosh Tor tholi
armazing trlumph and addressing
them s “comrades and felends’,
ackvisiel: "D not trust the so-callid
appanithon partdos, Thisy are na diffor
wnit, Rely on your own strength ... Thin
I hdstorle viceary, Do nol et anyone
bl It e m yow,”

Thierer b nee reasen 1o hald o con
tradletary view, But the Indian
pespernse o the Banglideshl students'
wictory s o bt pugding, There are rea-
wenns for this ansious response, Indi's
lonships with nalghhoring coun-
tries such as Pakbs) o Chilina are
tenwe and unllkely to lmprove soan,
T this sltuation, Hangladesh wis ong
nelghbor wir whom New Delld had
bisens on good term, Hasing's exilo s
Beiind to make the ndlas govern-
i dnxkous, These geopoliteal ten-

sl e Justified 1o vome exto
the poepular Indian response to
I|-|||||(|4|JL pahy dows not allgn with this
T, 1t b b dei with somethiling else,

What happened e b that the
moment Hasing Med Bangladesh,
thousmnas of posts Raoded the feedy
of Facebook, Instagram and X, The
world was watching everything: from
the students’ march on the streets,
cotehrations of thelr victory, occupe-
than of Haslaa's house, vandalizing
Shelkh Mujibur Rahman's stasue, and
setting the Bangabandhu Memorisl
Muina on fire

W llve ina time where Images
speak louder than snything elwe.
Trmagiees wlways hind alibs ponwor 1o leave
an dmprint of thst you would remem-
Bt il yowar Dnsst boevants, Annel toeday, elr-
culathon of an lmage happens in the
Dbl oof s eryie, A edaiank el pontn wean -
wd, stating that the minorites in
Bangluchsh are under aetack It ok
no time to trand FALEyes(n-
Banglaceshit indus on X, Hall of the
enmpithy twmed oo hatred In o few
i,

It Wi Imsagen — posters, carci-
tures, photegraphs = that implanted
aseed of ernpathy among us and i s
the ke mgaln that B led a fow of
u o ecunte the Banglacdeshl minoed
thes' condition with the womst sort of
ethnie cleanalng, Impatlence wmang
netizons s nothing new, During the
adrenaline rush they fall go pondoer
aver facts and renct. 16 s true that
proparties have bean vandalized,
rinorithes hive boon attackod bat do
wie iy nigh evidence 1o declare
thils i gonieldet

IT CAME TO MIND | MANISH NANDY

Farly diagnosis and bad prognosis

1% blocks from my home lives
Aurara, an arganizational
change executive | know for
soime years. Three years ngo,
I found hor disteaught: her doctor
B Tonaned a tumor in her lelt broast
Tests conlirmid that It was cancer
s

Har Job italled medical ingur-
ince, Sha saw the hest apeclalisis
Than shit wenl throtgh the moctily-
I evt-pestson-bm vautine, Shio hid
surgery and mdiation; she recelved
doses of chomotherapy, Months
later, she come out relatively well,
Tha tumor wis gone, She looked well
and aidn't lose het hale, The progna-
sls was good,

Winat wasn't good was her mind-
s, She had o workoed in a hosplal
and had read enough abowt cancer,
She believed it was alusive
Intrweceahle, Once gone, It con o
aggaln, sphins-lke, and threaten your
lifo,

She researchod and Identilied a
femous cancer instiution, She Aew
thare with all her records and went
thraugh a battery of tesii. These
sovighit 1o ditect chombeal markers In
Tor Brlowndd 1t wonild precispose ber
0] Sebenen hi ady ol Thie
specialing also sought 1o identify
genitle markers thae macde her more
vulnerable to cancer. As often hap-
e, the renulis wore good bt thore
were identifiable chinks in hoer
armour, Subtle threaes lurked. The
murderous diseasse could resuret,

r € 1 knew she was consid-
ering what iv called Hguld biopsy,
which can spor the presence of can-
coroun celli In her bload or other ts-
sues, The protlem bs thae It can wll of
thelr presence but not of thelr loca-
tan. Aurors would then have to go
through o raft of Invaslve tests to
ot thel location, v
e el I iy e cinise
idanifiable disease and noed 1o be

Soclal media and the muin-
wirag pllan media are also
rusponsible far spreading o log of
mislending propaganda to vitlate
the politicsl and seclal environment
b India, As a result the democratic
volces, shurlng thelr rational views,
hive boen comered. The propagan.-
dists have sproad images, showed
videos without verifying, keeping
the commoners from seelng the
other side of the story, 've seen
hndreds of posts whire Muslimg
wirre son guarding Hindu templon

andl the mosgues were announclng
thit Hingdu hrothers shewld be pro-
weetod, Amid the darkness, there
Indeed was light,

Wo nead 1o understand that
Bangladesh In 10 a phose of transi-
tion, Anything can happen. In such
o sinamtion we must stand in solidar
Ity with our nedghbour and share our
views rationally to gulde them, We
do not want the movernent, which
Has earnud vietory at the cost of hun
deds of lives, 1o be hijacked by
Jamant-a-lalaml or BNP or by any

athir fundamentallst-opporeunist
faree. Wao want secularsm o prevall
v Bangladonh,

Lantly, Dmust siy that the Indlan
FeRpenine o anything cannot be g gon
l'lll‘]lﬂ'd statement, Thi natwre of our
country doos not allow tis, We unite
in diversity, Our response to
Bangladesh also carrlos manifold
voleds but wo must work to stiteh
thom in empathy

M writer i an sumnus of the department of
Coninarative Lterature. Jacsrour University )

Iustration by: Dababrato Chakrabarty

treated, Not only that, She tells me
that therw is talk of furthur disgnostic
mibvanges - for inatance, o mireor that
can detect the minwtest change in
wour body and alert you 1w s impll-
eathon,

These are remackable advancos
Doubtless, they will save lves, Barly
vocagnitlon and meeurite diagoaosis will
prermide swift and polnied trestmont.
That ks o benefit that we must attribute
1o selentific progress, Mulil-pronged
physlologieal survelllance combinid
with emerging geoedc survalllance will

Biut = and hore Is the rub = they
will ~Il‘1l|ll|l ather things

natien with Aurara that, [nstead
saurud and happy with
whir las Docamae prie
oeeupled with wi v conme dewn
the plie, The more she has had de
benefic of discusslon with top doctors
b the Fedel, the maore she b learnied
kot the unceriinty and Insldious
ness of the divease, she haw become
o duterminod o de ber utmest 1o
fight. To be fewrful of severe ircomn
I human: 1o wani to barle o monal

ol I:ull
o pesaalts vo

doctom and specialists, 1t s o Lile of
angst, anxbety and shoer agony.

16 I8 mhert Jasne Abirgacin. 1 I8 nieet June
her caneer, Autora illustrates the
palnful paradox ol our healtheare,
There are o vist number of peapls for
whom good medie s
beyond fnancial reach, But even for
theesar whes can alfoed fest-rte sevie,
because elther they have generous
medieal Insurance ar they are afffuent,
warly and efficlent diagnosls can be a
et blessing.

1o I seldom so. Ax elinlcal prac-

wpecialist has become more thime-
Bound and mechanieal, routinked
and almost ruthless, The average
physician has nedther tme nor nell-
nnthon o understand the terror of o
putlent fuclng o serious lness, lot
alonw the motl n o dinpel his
canfusion and walk with her on the
pristh to rocavery, Tho patients shut-
the bitwisrn spoclalisis, hall compre
hending and hall sleepwalkin

thirough procedurion thiy trukt wll’f
bl thiem some rellel,

siven the breakthroughs In
IHotechnology and mechine learming,
diagnontic capabilitios will keep
Impraving ot o eupic rate, A large per-
centage af o country’s papulition
cotiled thien b identifed as Hkely 1o be
vulnerable to ane mujor diseaso o
arother. This may have great signifi
canee for insuranes companies which
mmay chotne highly differentiated rates
for peophe with different suscepribill-
then, 10 may even hove o large lmpoact
on the recrultment policy of organi-
zntlons which make o signifi
Investment in the long-wem waln
of thelr staff,

Buit the blggest lmpact
an tha individunly thamseivis wlm
have to lve with the knowlodge
that thelr bodies harbour the soed
of incipi disenses that
hugely change thelr future lives
What they will need then, very
much ke Aurora, 1 a slgnificant
meakure of counseling and guld
unce to Hve peacelully and with
manageable anxiety in the shadow
ol probablo vmergence of & mue
derous malady,

The next few phasos of my
frlendd’s development | will antlelp,
nlong with hor, with both hope
cancerm,

i T e ; ‘ ol " " " [The writer & o US-hased intermagional
though  help us know of disenses long before  malady & natural. Bul Aurera appears  Hee han become moro fir-seclng, e Wt el et i
elinleally  thelr depredatbon makes us nwire of  to b lving a e Mittng between labs — maedieal care os dispansed by 6 880w nank, #e can be reached at
thie danger, and plharmuacies, el practitioner or o partieulay  meenayvgmsscom
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

Youterday the familinr sound of the
teme=gun was again heard ot s pccus
tomned hewr (i Caleuttn, and Ic came s
e el o Dilessl 'K o men of punctoal
hisbdts, Thee needs of thawe wisa Hve out ol
hearing of thin wseful signal, however, still
remiin to be considered, sidered, and o
sgggention just mide in the columng of the
Tirnes foe thie besedlt of Lomdonens s warth
nathg, For Caloutts s not the anly clty
where the neod bs fele for o rellable syssem
af public tme-keeplig, Even within sound
af B Ben ehe lack of public elocks appuears
1o have wiruck ot lenst oo oversea visibor
as extrmordinary, and his comment oo the
siibfoct I declarsd by one corrospandent,
e, Mehael Grabiasy, 1o be by no means
Il-Tosuncducl. Anethor wrlter, Mr. P, Hepe-
Jeimss, Viie-Chadrmnn af tha British Hero-
logical Institune, eritcisos i
of municipal demie servicoes
Ing oul tha elsewhere stree Ilnl ]
wtakin by the civie authoritlen an o
mtter af cowme, iogethes with street light
Inngg el chisanbnng, M, Hope- Jones endos:
it mide by D, {
e elfect thist recint develogpin
peavidid electrle clocks of great rellalilicy
andd smplicity of constraetion, quite copo
Bibe of maknmaining wreet, tme services ot
a tebvinl cose. I London can be induced o
try a peaetlenl experimant with one of these
o, the resudis shoubd be worth waicl-
Ing. With the timie-gun te gl the bead,
# ¢ Caleutta resident might thus be
arvnbibied - by D, Grob haur's phsss - o
“think n milnutis,”

=

AFGHAN ABSCONDER

YOUNG PRETENDER
AMONG KHOST
REBELS

Acomimiiidguie staes-Repors from
thi: Unbted Proviness that Abdul Karim
Khan sin Afghon rifuges, s missing leam
hils stutdon coupled with rumours from
Klost thit s youth eluiming 1o be o
grandson of Amir Sher All has appeared
umong the insurgents agaknst the Af
Cavernment, | litther roomn for
af the ddentity of the protender,

Abichul Karlimn Khan bs this llegitimate
s of the Jnwe ex-Amir Yakub Khin. Born
In India of w sorving makd, he wos dis
owned seviernl years ago by his father
wha relusid to provide for his suppor,
dancelbing him as o man of no account
and i disgrace vo the whole
mundty, As ho was incapable of saming
Tl o Divelihond, he was given s, 80 o
maneh for subsistence by the Govern-
e, e biis for yeim been a notorlous
strel of an unbalaneed ty
abseondod lrom justics n 1917 and on
his riotuen this Govarnmint wir forcisd
to Inearcorate him, fest In Muradsbud
and I in Fyzabod and Benares Jalls,
Hiz wian eventunlly releasid from Jall on
wiving o wreitten undertaking that he
woubid be of grod character and not gui
Benares without permission,

As soon as hiy escape became
known o the Govermment of Indla, they
requestid His Majesty's Minkster at Kabul
1o apprkae the Alghan Governmen of i,
with an exprosston of thelr regret that this
ne'or-do-well should have been able o
wlude survelllance and make his way Into
Adghanbstan,

BABBAR AKALI CASE

RISING ON MUTINY
LINES ADVOCATED

YESTERDAY at the Central Jall,
Btferre A, Tapp, Special Sensions Judge,
who is trylng the Babhar Akali cose,
Dibvanina Singh of Kt who wis recently
arrestedd in the course of o scuffle for o
gun, and who has since turmed an
approver, examined by the Public Pros-
wentor, stated that Babu Santa Singh wid
the witness that the Gavernment was
tyranmbeal and wos stnding In the wiy
o thee reform of the S1kh Guardwars; that
thu Britlsh had conguered the Punjab
Trom the Sikhs by treachery; and diat In
wrder o pe-establish the Sikh ) there
shistibel b a rhaling on the lnes of e Indi-
an Mutiny., Witness npproved of the pro-
sl aned joloesd tha Babbsar Akalis,

‘Thin apprrover then rislated how the
Habbars killed Butn, Lambardar, and
comimigted docolty o1 his hous

EMPIRE “JAMBOREE"

13,000 BOY
SCOUTS AT
WEMBLEY

INDIA, Burma, Ceylon, China,
Hong- Kong and all parts of the Britlsh
Eraiplre wukes Fapronented among 1,000
By Seonits of virdous natbonalites and
slovirs partleipating in the Emplre
*ambyaree” wiikch was Inmugurated this
altermoon by a I proscaiaion at W
Dley I the wtadivm

Tl ke of Connaught, accomp:
nled hy Sir Rabort Baden Powell,
welgomed this bays,
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Welfare vs. Work

In discussions about India's economic landscape, a
provocatlve ldea has emerged: that well-lnento ned
welfare sche might inadvertently dissvade theyou-
th from actively secking employment This notion challen-
ges the conventional wisdom surrounding social sfety
nets and calls for a deeper examination of their impacton
labour dynamics, The core of this debate | the obser-
vation that while welfare programmes ame designed woffer
support, they may, paradoxdcally, reduce the incentive for
some individuals to enter the workforce. This is a complex
s uggesting that the benefits provided could create
a disincentive for employment rather than o offering
necessary supporl Economic studies rom diflerent regio-
ns have indicated that similar welfare interventions in the
1S and Euro pe have led 1 decreased labour participation,
IF we consider this perspective in the Indian context, it
raises the crucial guestion: are our wellare schemes poten-
tially Lnu[rihutlng loa vulLlnmry form of le_mpluy(m. nt?
This quce.lmu is L‘spLLuJJy pertine ot m i nation },rupplmb
with high rales ar | rurs
Lris th‘_ Union hudng allocations mnuct a rudut:ud
hasis on several promi welfare p For
example, allocations for the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), acarner-
stone of rural employment support, have remained stag-
nant, This stagnation occurs despite persistent demand
in rural areas, s dﬁcﬁtlug that current funding levels might
notsuffice w address the needs efectively. Similarly, while
certain schemes suchasthe Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shaktl
Nirman have seen maginal increases, others have not
n.u:lw:d adequate enhancements to keep pace with grow-
ing The uni fed ces of welfare
programmes can be profound, wat_lfnn‘_' benefits are per-
b s sufficiont o astain individuals without oo loy-
ment, this may affect their motivation to seck work. This
dynamic underscores the need for a careful balance in the
design of wellare schemes. They should be structured not
just to provide immediate reliel but also L U long-
n_rm n_unoum_ rarticipation, Mf.lmum].ly. the rise ol infor-
bour markets, accelerated by the Cov andem-
J ulrm] uces another layer of complexdty, The gig econo-
my, characterised by temporary and often precarious work
arrangements, has expanded significantly. This shilt has
ocial security and labour protection, po-
lc_ulus].lj' uun.trl!ullllh Ll L||uL|Lu1;|.= fced by workers in
less y conditions. Add these issu-
s requires a mu|ll[ ted approach, Wellare schemes
must be designed with dear eligibility criteria and sonset
clauses to ensure they do not inadvertently discourage la-
bour force participation. Equally important is the need for
robust supportsystems that Eacilitate transitions from wel-
fare to employment, rather than un:rrly{:mv'ujhg financial
assistance, Ultimately, the goal of welfare programmes
should be to empower individuals to participate in econo-
mie activities, not just w provide luu}[mmry reliel Asindia
continues o navigaie lis economic challenges, it s crscial
to rethink and refine wetfare policies to ensure they effec-
tively support both immediate needs and long- term eco-
nomic engagement. This ap proach will kelp foster a more
dynamic and resilient labour market, capable of meeting
the aspirations of the country's youthful population.

Hydrogen Horizons

ustralia’s ambition o position itsell as a green hyd-
bunu{n.r et is & compelling narrative, one that
ligrs with rich natural resources amd exper se
in energy production. However, as with any nascent indus-
Lry, the path to n.aJL-.mﬁ this potential is fraught with chal-
lenges that need careful navigation, At the hceru[:\uslrd
lia's green gen push lie wchnological §
exemplified by the work of Lumpanu:. like Hysata ]'hL
firm's advancements in electrolysis - a process crucial for
producing hydrogen from water - promise to significantly
reduce the energy costs associated with hydrogen prod ue-
tion. By addressing the ine Ficiencies of conventio nal me-
thods, Hysata is paving the way Sun_h‘u[x.rdnd maorescal-
able hydrogen production, This innovation is essential be-
catse cost has been asignificant barrier to the wid 1

The fact that the International Olympic Committee had done the necessary spadework
and approved her participation (even subsequently clarified its stand) should have
ended the murmurs — only it didn't, and that was reflective of the smallness of spirit
in the cry wolf attempt. it was ridiculous to say that Khelif had punched hard in a
boxing match at the Olympics; what else could be expected at that level of sport?

mperialist poet tudyard

Kipling's White Man's Bur-

den is an unashamedly m-

cist poem predicated an the
premise that the ways of West-
erners are superior tothose of
the “devil-like” irresponsible
and flighty natives.

Itine amaorl

against Algerian baxer Imane
Eheif after 46 seconds daiming
that she was hit abnormally
hard! This loaded and so far,
unproven innuendoled to abar-
rage of vile accusations and
onling abuse calling out Tmane
Khdjl'as a 'hiu]qzi(:u male” or

duty on the Westerners o civi-
lize the unruly non-Westemers
{in this specific case, the colo-
nized Filipinos). [t posits the fal-
sity of noble intentons on o
Westemers to justify any dehu-
manizing acts e.g., colonizing,
subjugation or even reckless
name-calling.

This narrative of entitle-
ment afforded to the colonialist
Westem powers has been con-
statently applied, be itwith the
British Raj in the Indian sub-
oontinent, the Belgian rolonists
in Congo, lalian colenists in
erstwhile Abyssinia, orwith the
French excesses in Algeria.

‘While the days of the “col-
onies” arelong over, thesuhlim-
inal =pirit of racism, siprema-
cism and disdain towanls non-
‘Westerners still afflicis many.
This has mesulted in the strong
wvival of revisionist conserva-
tve parties across the Fumpean
Continent and In the possible
return of Donald Trump in the
US elections.

IFMarie Le Pen's neo-fascst
party of the far Right has been
hreathing down the neck of the
French government, in [taly,
Georgia Meloni's extreme right-
wing Fratelli d'Ttalla (Brothers of
[talyt is mling the roost

Such an environment nat-
urally emhboldens a spirit of
xenophobia and disdain towar-
ds the proverhial “others”. Mot
nn]y does it hn.-ed “othering”,

ting (o Taiwanese boxer called
into slmilar question) were
indeed women end that, “they
have heen born as female. They
have boxed as females for along
tme in female competiions
without any major problems”.
This included the 2021 Tok-
yo Olympics. Jumping the gun

an extraordinarly gified gene
pool withextmordinarily hesto-
wed bodily composition to run
at speeda that they do, jump as
high as they do, swim as fast as
they do, ar even punch as hard
as they do, wes lnst on sn many.

Indeed, tests and valida-
tons 1o ensum \:err.nin mmpll

Her awer in
thepunch, Jand spc(w:ul.nrsut
oess led to a Aurry of aspersions
without proper verification or
confirmation by the Olympic
autharities them-
selves.

The unspaort-
ing optics started
early, with Carini
refusing 1o shake
hands with Ehelif
afierthe bout,

Understanda-
hly, Khalif was dis-
traught, as was the
Algerian Olympic
argnisationwhich
stond resphitely by
its cornered ath-

e wrltar b LeCanPvaM,

on slooks

Iy unfair. In any case, ksues of
mender require maturity and
sensitivity in understanding and
commenting. As the social me-
dia stance shifted
from afttacking
Khelif to defend-
ingherdignity, the
ltalian hoxer who
had initiated the
accusatlon soon
retmeted and apo-
logised. It was cle-
arly 4 case of pre-
mature judgem-
ent. discriminato-
ry spirit, and ab-
oveall, racism that
hesets the majori-

lete, as she with- ) ard Former ty of the First Waor-
stood the media- 1eComrmor o Airan A 1, still made up of
smirks and reckless Pagmhamy former colonists

1ling. and thelr apolo-

Many Westerners
like the unhinged Trump, [K
Howling, and even halian Prime
Minister Georga Meloni, joined
the complaining chams by say-
ing that it was, “a match that did
notseem on equal foting™ This
lefi Khelif with no cholee but to
take it on her proverhial chin,
albeit, outside the hoxing ring.
However, soon a coun et
public outcry defending Khelil
erupted and gained traction
Mary realized that the conven-
ient storyline scripted by the
Hussia-hacked Iniernational
Boxing Associstion (no longer

adoption of green hydmgen, Il Ausralia can lead in miki ing
hydrogen production more economically viable, it would
mark a sirhsts al? toward its goal of becoming a glob-
al leader in this field, Australia's vast renewable energy
resources pnwiduduulh.rslrung Toundation for its hydro-
gen ambitions, The country's abundant sunshine and wind
create ideal conditions [urgLquatmh the n_m_u.db.h.t lec-
tricity needed w produce gree , the
iimnw rynf;,ﬂugt ik ek pogen - rulurallymi urring hyd-
0 within the earth - adds another layer of potential,
[ sring a source of hydrogen that could be tapped with
minimal environmental impact. Yer, despite these prom-
lsing developments, there are significant economic and
logistical challenges that could hinder Australia's ascent
as a hydrogen superpower, One of lhc}[.:rimury hurdles is
the cost and complexity of trans porting hydrogen, Hydrog-
en is notoriously difficult to store and ship, requiring ext-
remely low temperatures and specialised i(l[r.le.[rutlun_'.
These challenges make the ofexportinghy
to energy -hungry nations Far less attactive than it r.mshl
initially seem. Some experts argue that Australia’s focus
should shift from export o domestic utilisation, By ssing
hydrogen to decarbonise its own heavy industries, Austra-
lia could reduce its reliance on fossil fuels and createa ro-
bust internal market for green hydrogen, This strategy co-
uld serve as a proving ground for hydrogen technologles,
allowing Australia to refine its processes before conside ring
the more complex and costly task of exporting hydrogen
at scale, Furthermore, the global race to dominate the
green hydrogen market s intensifying. Countries like Ger-
many, lapan, and Chinaare lovesting heavily In ydogen
technologies, driven by the urgent need to reduce carbon
emissions and lruuslliunm cleaner energy sources. Austra-
lia st iltly and gically to maintainitscom-
lelllw_ edge in this rapidly cwﬂvln}, rrmrktl While Aus-
tralia's potential to become agreen SUperpowWer

demands etc., hul also norma-
lises the palitical-societl appro-
priation of justness and fairness
as being unigue to theWestem
world,

Shades of such bias and
unsubstantiated accusations
that have been the historical
privilege of the entitled West-
ernars sutfaced in the Dlympic
arena. [taly's hoxer Angela Cari-
ni withdrew from the baut

ised by the Olympic Asso-
clation} was not legally tenable.
They recognized that per-
haps the functionaries of these
competing bodies had their own
axe to grind and were in the
midst of the usual mudslinging,
and that this event gave theman
appartunity toseed doubts that
were gleefully pleked up hy
woma
The Clympic Committes
fterated that Khelif and Lin Yu-

pists.

Sane volces like that of Cla-
messi Sheilds, Gald medalist in
2012 that women with natumlly
high levels of testosterons
should not be penalized just
because others may not have
thesamelevels, added the much
needed nuance,

She clarified, “That's like
saying, ‘0Oh, she’s tob strong to
e at this weight, she's knocking
everybody out, we're going to
put her inthe men's division.' It
has to he some facts that make
sense.” The fact that the Inter-
national Olympic Committes
had dane the necessary spade-
work and approwed her partici-
pation leven suhsequently clar-
ified its stand} should hawe end-
ed the mumurs - only itdidn't,
and that was reflective of the
smallness of spirt in the crywalf
attempr.

Itwas ridiculous tosay that
Ehelif had punched hard in a
baxing match at the Olymples;
what else could be expected at
that level of spon? That it tmkes

editorgthestates man.com
Regulate coaching centres

SIR This has reference io the arti-
de “A neighbourthood wpeswith
loss" (4 August} by Vivek Shukla,
The recent drowning of three
young civil services aspirants in
theflooded hasement Thmry of
eoaching centre in Dethi is reflec-
tive of these instlutes' lack of
coneern forpublic safety, apathy
af civic authorities and rampant
corruption that hampers the
enforcement of law.

To check the negatve impact
aof coaching culture in the coun-
try, the Centre guve instructions
to state and UT governments in
January this year to regulate
infrastructure, curdeulum, teach-
ing faculty, misleading advertise-
ments and fee stmcture at these
centres, But such teaching shops'

Is undeniable, the journey ahead is complesx. Success will
require continued innovation, strategic investment, and
a focus on overcoming the economic and logistical chal-

lenges associated with hydrogen production and trans-

portation, By uln_ful.lg navigating these challenges, Aus-

tralia can notonl ieve its green hydrogen ambitions
but also play a pwutal role in the global transition to a
more sustainable energy future,

have d in the Delhi-
NOCH region in recent years. They
cater to the needs of desperately
career-conscous, tultion-crazy
students preparing for (A5, NEET,
IEE, CAT, CUET, and other com-
pretilive exams,
Maotivated by greed for quick
money, the dubious merchants of

ances [or

amustand they muslhuw:hcm
done, yet so many pitched in
with their regressive hasic
Insnnc(s without proper sub-
stantation.

The duplicity of standards
is glaring and possibly the
unsubstantisied hacklash may
not have been so severe had the
boxer beenfrom the West.

Years ago, another “other”
In the farm of Serena Williams
had worn an outfit stating,
“(jueen. Dont be afraid 1o rule
like a King” - ollowing des plea-
ble insimiations that she was a
“man” owing to her physigque
and strength. She went on to
become the most successful ten-
nis playerofall time.

The French themselves got
a dose of indegant whispers
when Amelie Mauresmo won
two Grand Slams (when the likes
of rival Martina Hingis had
called her *haf man'} but with-
ered away suhsequently, as her
inherent talent could anly take
her that far.

The French had meadily and
rightly taken objection to un-
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Excessive market
Jitters

nvestoE in South Korea seem jit-

tery since the stock markets have

been an a dizzying roller-coaster

ride in recent sessions, triggered
by fears that the US economy has heen
slnwing faster thanexpected.

The henchmark Kospi rehounded
sharply Tuesday, along with the mar-
kets in Japan and Taiwan, allowing
investors end financial authotities to
heave a sigh of reliel.

But it i too early to conclude that
a phase of steep losses o ecession
worries is over, especially given the
depthofshock that gripped the Korean
stock market and elsewhere in Asia a
day earlier. The main bourse Kospi
plunged &3 percent Monday, marking
the higgest fall since October 2008, At
ane polnt, it fell by over 1 percent,
triggering circuit hreakers for the Arst
time in four years.

Worries about o potential US
recession as well as overpriced tech
stocks linked to ariificial intelli
sent Jupan's benchm um-
meting 124 percent Monday, the
largest one-day fall since Ociober 1947,

Taiwan's Taiex gauge tumbling 8.4
percent, the worst selloffsince 1967,

The free fall on Tuesday came
even though the US Federal Reserve,
which recently left key mtes unchan-
ged, hinted at a possible cut in Sep-
tember, The positive signal was
eclipsed by worse-than-expected 1S
data that showed fewer new jobs, 4
higher unemployment rate and slow-
ing wage growth.

Another fear factor involved major
tech stocks, some of which have led a
surge in the 1S and other stock mar-
kets by highlighting the rosy prospect
of Al-related innowation and produc-
tivity. Tech front-runner Nvidia report-
edly delayed therollout of its next-gen-
emtion “Blackwell” B200 Al chips due
to a design law. Chipmaker Intel also
announced poor quarterly eamings
Thursday that resulted in its decision
to lay off about 15,000 people, casting
adoud over the tech sectorat large.

Seoul's stock market, which is
tech-heavy and in close synewith Wall
Sireet, is valnerahle o major external
shocks like a recession in the US ora
negative shift in stance wward Al-
related shares. If foreign investors
begin to pull a significant amount of
their money out of the local bouse,
the Korean currency is hound to lose
walue, whidh in mum hurts already weak
domestic demand and makes compa-
nies delay facility investment.

Tuesday's rébound is a welcome
repreve, hut there ame a slew of unpre-
dictable factors that can prompt
Investars, hoth Jocal and foreign, 1o
place sell arders, The Koman govern-
ment and financial authorities are
dosely watching the latest topay-turvy
gyrations in the stock market, but
Dthey seerm tohe essent ially optimistic
about the lundamentals of the Korean
market,

af their ‘own’, but perhaps af-
fording a similar instinctive
reaction to an Algerian in the
Paris Dlympies may have heen
oo much o expect.

The perceptions and dyn-
amics of an Algerian in France
comes with 1t load of wounded
history that i enmeshed in colo-
nialism, deniglism and cantinu-
Ingracism

That an Imane Khelif has
defied s0 many stereotypes,
OVETUOINE 50 MANY personal-so-
cletal challenges, and conducted
hersellin a manner befning the
true values of an Olympian need
o be lauded She will do well
bhacause sho k dotermined and
talented, not because of any-
thingelse,

In an meeting an the
economy @nd financial markets Tues-
day, Finance Minister Chal Sang-mok
shared the view with Bank of Korea
Gov. Rhee Chang-yong and Financial
Services Commission chief Kim Byo-
ung-twan that Monday's market crash
was “excessive.”

They pointed out several factors,
such as a US slowdown, the yen-carry
trade and renewed geopaolitical ten-
sions in the Middle Bast s parked mas-
sive sell-offs, but claimed that the
Korean economy s well on lis path
toward recovery and well posidoned
to deal with external shocks,

Uz, PERSONAL

THANK You Jesus, Mother Mary & St
Jude fora safe journey, - 5.

education have built buildings
and basements in flagram viola-
tlonof rules and building hylaws,
charge exarbitant fres, deny even
basic facilities and employ un-
qualified teachers. Fost protests
by political leaders and students
for action againsi the gullty and
compensation o the aggrieved
families, the Muniipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi has sealed many
recaleltrant coaching centres,
bulldozed encrosch and

published today. There is no de-
nying that fundnmentalist forces
af Bangladesh have hijacked the
student movement agalinst joh
quotas.
According to the Suprems
Court verdict, the Hasina gowern-
ment had reduc quiotd o
meet the demands of students. It
was thought that the student
movement winld end But afier
a week a violent movement
against the Hasina government
resurfaced.

Police failed to control the
violent mobs which ultimat ely led

made some arests.

The probe hss been trans-
ferved to the GBI Opening more
gowernment colleges with proper
infrastructure, ensuring afford-
ahle quality education, and cre-
ating ample

o the resignation of Hasina and
her fight to India.

AN INTELLECTUAL

SIR, The passing away of Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee marked the

end of an era of *bhadralok”
mark white * dhoti” and “panj

liticlans, Known for his tade-

", Bhatacharjee was dsoa play-

wright and a poet. An alumnus of Kolksta's elite Presidency Col-
lege. be perfectly At the hill of the Rengall intellectual with a

varied range of mems

Ray

f his friends.

restored the white paint of Shaheed Minar near Esplanade in
Kalkata after Ray expressed disgust seeing the red coating given
tothe monument by the first LeﬂmegwemmenL

He tmnslated many Intemational literary works into Ben-

He the changes In China and published

a bookaon the subject.

InBengal, the CPM drew fak from s U’Jﬂﬁ ﬂurt.heexcﬂm

af From the state.

Afier the ion of the
Hasina government, the army
ok control. Even then the vio-
lent agitators did not atop their
Inoting, firing and killing of pea-

tunities in the pII—J]]|IC and pn?une
sectors are lang-term salutions i
the current malaiss,
Yours, etc., DS Kang,
Hoshiarpur, 7 August.
PASSIVE ARMY
SIR, This refers o the article
‘Movement hijacked by funda-
mentilists’ by Erina Hague Bithy

e randomly.
Instead ::d taking action, the
army remained passive. This
ralses the queston of whether
the army winted to contral
thesituation orallowed it tohap-
pen &0 that Hasing was com-
pelled to resign and flee fmm the
coumntry,

Secondly, the way agitators

epaper.thestatesman.com

demolished the statue of Mujibur
HRahmen md set fire to the Indira
Gandhl Cultuml Centre was rem-
iniscent of the demolition carried
out by the Talihan in Bamyan,
Afganisthan.

The selective killing of
minoritles and destruction of
Lernples rdicites st fundamen-
talists and divisive forces are
active behind this agitation.

na:mthennd pus‘ned for the state's Indl.xstu.nlisadurL Hnwe'\er,
and the ret is hizr
Yours, ete., Shuwn]n;{(.hakmhurry

Knlkata, 9 August,

‘The dlandestine invohement
of foreign hands like Pakistan,
Chini and America cannot he
ruled out. Hence any interim gov-
emment comprsing fundamen-
talisi forees cannaot be a friend of
Indiz. India needs to handle
theseissues carefully in the days
Wwcue,

Yours, ete., MihirKamingo,.

Eaolkata, 7 August.



