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Doctors must
return to work

Their protest is just and legitimate, but the people
of West Bengal must not suffer because of it

frer a month of disrupted services, it is time

for normaley to return to government

hospitals in West Bengal, To thatend, the

upreme Court’s direction to doctorsin the

state, who have been on a protest since the August 9
rape-murder of a doctor at RG Kar Medical College
and Hopsltal, to return to work must be heeded. There
s no denying that the doctors’ protest is wholly
legitimate and just. The grisly rape and murder of the
doctor at the government-run hospital in Kolkata
exposed the punishing conditions that doctors face at
work and the particular vainerability of women
doctors, Till the time the infrastructural and
procedural deficiencies at the workplace are not
addressed, and the doctors are not assured of thelr
safety and security, their anxieties will remain and the
administration shouldn't play these down. Such
changes, of course, won't oceur overnight, but the state
has o demonstrate intent, Against this backdrop, the
Supreme Court's direction to the West Bengal
government to submit details of the steps taken to
ensure the safety of medical professionals needs to be
complied with urgently.

The other demand, for a credible investigation of the
crime and justice for the victim, also needs 1o be taken
serously. The mishandling of the case by the state
administration eroded not just the doctors' faith ina
Fair probe but also thatof the public at large. Itwill be
hard for the doctors to put aside their distrust and
return to work for the same administration that failed
their colleague. The doctors’ insistence on continuing
the agimtion even after the apex court’s direction
needs to beseen in this light.

Brutal crackdowns on protest marches and poorly
concealed threats against “absentecism” by the state’s
ruling party leaders have stoked apprehensions of
reprisal. While the top court has directed the state
povernment to take no punitive action against doctors,
there is perhaps a case for court-supervised
monitoring to ensure this,

The agitation, however, must end now, given the
fallout for health services in the state. The government
claims “absenteeism” has caused 23 deaths in the
state; whatever the number, the vulnerable sections
that need government-run health services the most
must not become collateral damage in the stand-off,
Thecase shnneu spotlight on the doctors’ plight, and
fostered p pport for theird Is. Their
dlgnlﬁcd stance of 1v:mainlm; politically neutral
earned them respect. But both could quickly run out if
the protests continue to impose a human cost.

These will facilitate
greater inclusion,
without which the vision
of Viksit Bharat by 2047
will be hard to realise

developed India by 2047

s impossible without an
Inclisive India, where
every cltlzen,

tunities o mm Lo
Usedr fullest capability.
The country nat only needs double-
digit growth to rakse its per capita
incorme, but it also needs o secure the
demigraphic dividend through better
human capital. With hallthe popula:
tlon set fo live in urban locatlans In
the next ten years, urhan governance
forthe poor needs a tr tion i
ity planning and regulation.
There are several areas where civil
mﬂﬂﬂﬂ' muist make a difference,
Ihrlmumru[ﬂlcbotmm?tl'n-
tiles 1o health and nutrition. from

lead to lives of dignity. Civil govern-
ance has 1o nise itself on the
basis of evidence from below, on what
works and what does not. Here are

Developed India needs
civil governance reforms

delivened through comergence as the
galms in each of these sectors have
consequences for other sectors. The
gramfurban basti sablas need to be

sorme 1o be kept in
mind as we go about restructuring  of every IHMW|MI Itrlctlm.w
civil govemance. Civil society o, shioul

First. decentralised community
action under the leadership
of gram panchayats and
urbii local bodies, with
Tumds, functions, and func-
tionaries, monitored by
woinen's collectlves, ks the
best way forward. Need-

ensure the social ﬂ'wl

nerable social groups. The
wse of Local Government
Directory Code (LGD Code)
In urban and rural areas
allows reak-time pabilic infor-
mation on geography-wise
performance, The mone we

tHonarkes In gram panchayarsiurban
Tocil bodes as well s biock, ditrict

state offices. Transfor mation in
human development soctors takes
e, wind there Is o role for the comntl-
nuity of people, policies, and pro-
In human
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through the decentralised, com munk
ty-led planning process.

Elghth, emphasis must be given o
evidence-bused sebection of benccla-
ries of gover ment progrumines, with
objectively verifiable indicators. The
Census 200 was one

based provision of profes-  Amarjeet  subject data to public scru-
sionals along with Nexible Sinha tiny. the beiier
untied grants and adoguscy lat governance,

of public resources |s non-
negotinble, Convergence has o bea
huﬂom -up process, through d«mm

Fourth, the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDNGs) frame-
wark can bocome a metric for desired

tralised ¢
ning for the Jla«-mmnrwuland 1H
I urben that are in the Lth and the
1Zth Schedules of the Constitution.
Second, there is a need to make
standand setting, city-wide planning,
social and financlal swditng, rans-

educational .1l|:umn=m:md skl]nn;lu
must well-

lx:l:u{ of the urban poor and imp

e State-cltlzen interface (o mnmb-

ube Lo ense of Hving and dodng busi-

eess, Comrmuinities will have to play o

By gmtut(mmluu Inwehiin’s Fall-
ure to ensure quality unkversal deliv-
ey of pablic goods like education,

parency § [
als, and thelr Incremental develop

The Mission
Antyodaya Survey (MAS) of every
grom panchayat, sinee 2047, has
already localised the SDGs in 206 data
points. A similar process is noeded at
the urbun bl'il'i"h’al\l Im‘!lu mbll:

can only
five Lo seven years, So, transfer poli-
cles need to be revisited, There is also
a very strong case for performance
assessment of frontline workers —
sechool teachers, suxiliary nurse mid-
wives, angarmwadi workers, and oth-
oA Incentives for
the effectiveness of schools. skill cen-
tres, mngarwmalis, and health and well-
ness centres need to be considerod.

Mission A m)'ui:m data Is\vllhﬂled
by thie g scab ard by verified by
h

apac
centrnd o elvil governance reforms, A
functional Hght 1o public service, with
timdines and guarantecd L'HHIP“—
anee, will complement this through
cormmimity aetion wnder vl l-delined
partnarship agrecments. The istitu-
tonalisation of all such partnerships

elected p t lesders and
women's collectives. This ensures
high credibliny,

Filth, Innovations In hu
resource L‘IW‘I“I!II‘ nre ﬂ must.
Besides the ind ol

Slxth, 1 Mexibility and
autonomy ks needed to bolster school/
health centrefanguonwadi-level excel-
lence. Third-party sssessments have
oy bee Institutionilised o monltor this.
Zero wierance for mediocrity o
capacity development institmions has

the basls for § i

nuch effart. ks adoption across pro-
grammes sucl o Ufwala, Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY), Saub-
hagya, Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PMIAY) helped create the lnb-
harthi varg (beneficiary class) of the

eprived across region, religion, caste
nnd m«le:hnMw iviist b effiec-
tively leveraged for transparent iden-
tification and updating i
lists.

Ninth, civil and technical services
must be guided by evidence rather
than the pressures and pulls of
democracy. Evidence-based action
e outcome-based governance are
what the higher civil and technical
services ulghl o F‘KM

The wch is

for

als, due welghtage should | b given to
Irlrmncntnll) developing local resi-

Seventh. local, state, and natlonal
soﬁ'mmcmn must partoer for civil

health, nutrition, ¢l
i carban livt -

and s s

needed for eff

g S
its queest For an Im:]mme society and
economy, with concomitant fallout
for productiviey and wages that can

Third, there is evid hat el

s,
and ereche workers, as local resi-
does matter il

Central and
ﬂur.- lundlnx inthe. -n-lnn Talkng in
the bocal g

thon, health, skdlls, nutrition, livell
hoods, and employment are best

There Is also a very stromg case for
lomger tenures for development Rine-

mﬂly e spent with the approval
of local governmants, after validation

ol
only possible with conviction-driven
leadership across levels that are
driven by hard evidence, That alone
will secure nn India for all, an inclu-
sive and developed India,

Amarfieet Sinha i @ retiod ol servant,
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Brazil-X fight,
free speechin

he dectslon of Brozil’s Supreme Court

toban the popular soclal medio plat-

form X {formerly Twitter) is o mike-

stone in the saga of worldwide
attemptsto ren in the so-called digial own
sopuare that Is shapsng contemporary public
Nibe and chvic dlu‘wm That X has been
biocked inth \df's fourth-l:
demoeracy. wilrrv it had 22 million thi)‘
active users. is a sign that free societies are
increasingly belng forced to grapple with a
dilerima hitherto believed o be confined to
dlmnrsh;lp-lwwmnct‘md expres-

i dbe

lie: interestand order?

Fredictably, X has been proscribed In
China. Iran. Myanmar, North Korea. Russia
and Venezuela, which mnk among the lowest
i theworkd incivil and political [iberthes, But
when democratic Brazl resorts loa
shutchown on grounds that X s noi
removing accounts that spremsd
hatred, comspiracy theories and mis-
information, it calls for o deeper
introspection s o whether tmnsna-

Need to make Delhi’s
firecracker ban work

1l ahead of the winter smog and pollution in
W-lclwnuumulcuml.mebellnwmmmlhas

announceda ban on firecrackerstill January 1,
2025. The banisan mm.nlnﬁnlr rhcugh theearly
announcement this
from unsold stock—a common mmpluhlngalnsﬁnsl—
minute promulgations. But whether a longer lead time
will help move the needle on its efficacy remains to be
seen. Cracker bans— inclucling the first, Supreme
Court-ordered one in 2017 — have been conspicuous
Fail ures, with Delhi’s air quality falling to “severe” during
Diwali. Crackers are sold in open defiance of the ban, in
greymarkets and ferried from across state borders,
There is little doubt about the harm thatcrackers cause,
and the breathability crisis they stoke in the NCR, albeit
temporrily, pushing air pollution caused by stubble
burning into dangerous tervitory. Both are exacerbated
b the fine road/construction dust in the region and the
winter inversion phenomenon,

The ban, though brazenly violated, is used tostoke a
reactionary, communal narrative of the State singling
out a Hindu festival, Hefty fines for both sellers and end-
users could have adeterrenteffect, but given how deeply
unpopular the ban is, its enforcement remains well
short of half-hearted. Un less the Centre and the state are
convinced they can come together to enforcethe ban,
there is litthe meaning in announcing one, The
communication has o beconsistent: Delhi'salr isnot
good through the year; winter inversion makes it bad;
stubble burning, worses and, for a few days, erackers
push it over the edge, to levels that are positive ly life
threatening for the vulnerable. The argument that the
bigger factors behind Delhi's bad air need tobe
addressed is a valid one, butit does not change the
simple fct thaterackers are polluting.

stepped limits.

Jusilce Alexandre de Moraes,
whao Bsued the ruling to ban X in
Brazil, has targeted its billionaire
awner Elon Musk for confusing “freedom of
expression with freedom of ageression.” Bra-
llian president Lula da Silva's taunt that the
world ts not obliged to put upwith Musk's far-
Right idcology just because he s fich reflects
thie socialist lian povernment’s view Lhat
unfettered digital freedom b being misappro-
priated by extreme Right wing elements such
a8 the mobs that attacked the country's Con-
gress, Supreme Court and presidential palace
in 203 to trigger & regime overthrow and
lL“n!I.:lI.E former president Jalr Ikllumlru

Sreeram
Chaulia

and limits of
democracies

e of thousands of supporiers of te “Trump
ol the troples”, Bolsanaro, have been protest-
g X8 ban (n Brazzil and lionising Musk as a
“superhers” and a “saviour of thelr country
from communism™, shows how far the
weorld's richest man his wirded Into domestic
polithcs of different countries, Using the bull-
hornaf his 197 million followers on X, Musk
his becorme too big and 100 loudly partisan,
with a keen sense of his own power to shake
up globsal paldic opinkon.

Still. X Is com plying with bocal laws, regula-
tions and orders in most countrics that it
operates in. Also, X's 600 million or so
monthly active users hail from all kinds of
political leanings, and no single faction or
camp can gasily prevall or sibence its oppo-
nents on the platform. The question of which
shie s “reeling” or winiig o ey particiar
hested topic s sl an open and con-
bested one on X.

Bt ghven thes capacity af some ide-
ologlenl forees o organise and proge
agate thelrviews more elfectively an
soctal modia, the Inbuilt algorithmic
hl- in social media applicntiona that
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Blended finance can help
meet decarbonisation costs

ing sborms are signs Ut the planet is
witnissing unprecedented change. This
calks for fmimediateand swift action. A the 26h
Canference of Parses in in 2021, India
had neicunced @ et sero by 270" gaal. To

eclinmte crists ls staring us in the boe.
Trteetises suimamers, Rash loods, snd g

nmi Musk's own polariing Intervens
tlons, X has a seriows credibility
probkem,
Tgnoring X is nat an option in odeay's world,
weheere vast numbers of netizens sy that social

of $10-20 trillion are
redpuired. More than B0 of these Irvestmenis
e ervisaged From the power sector and 15% in

green hydrogen alone, This transition will be
mnNn‘l by the fwn by roncdmaps developed by
the Union government. ie., increasing the
renewable generation capacity o 500 GW and

on the kst disoovered capacity change of .72
Naldhy MW/ manih in o Gujarai tender,

Governments inlervention, through Lthe
0400 crone VGE schenae funding up o4 0% of
the capliod cost, will licely redue the Mﬂ
stornge tariff o T3 5kWh Tolower thist
furtther, bierdd Fina nee iy be cxpiarod. s
tratively, a lended finance Ecility comprising
5% capital grant, conomsional debt s 7% mie of
intevest, and concesstomal equity with refum
expuctation of 8% can recice the battery stomge
tariff to-22.0-23kWh,

Wind energy belps address the issve of
mmhlo mm’mllwllwd\lmmwar

miedia is their primary source of news and
Information. sheer size and dll
imipact that social media glants have Ins:nmg

the narrative and moulding people’s minds
demand that they be regulated and held
responsible for the content pouring out of
thielr accounts.

The wsual excuse of libernaran digial
ol Nl Mussk or Pavel Darov, the founsder
uﬂ'dl'grnm wihio wis detalned in France for

Brazl 1 the
politics of Musk, o I‘I.mlmynn L-qur-u-n-h[‘c
personality who has picked Figlis with gures
an the Left of the spectram such as Australion
prime minkster Anthony Albanese, Unbted

States (US) president Joe Biden and vice prosi-
dent Karmaka Harris. Musk's gotal

with local lavws, is that con-
\ent modsration Is :m!uf!hip nm.:q.m.
netizens from

tofive
mlllbnrnum mmp:“mtm by 2030 }hw

M;Iu:t Inrm! [IIDIM:'MI} mmpan:d to the
onshore wind

lh gM and msum; mlhwq duﬂrg wuls

(637 kWh.
Government announced VGF, coupled with
i = %0 Svdisce the offshooe

m .md offshore Mnd. Tnls 5 [t} tlm

wind tarill 0 367kWh. A similar blended
hioe olfsly

dTonuwhu\iuhLllry gupil.ulﬂ.ln;
oovering 540% of capex, emenging
fechnologies, outslde of pure-play
-.hrmnlmﬂmwlm! hmmy:t

Bt X wiwd Tedogram are raking i| nnulw rev-

harve rulsbed iy the wrong way and radsed
red flags about whether X is truly a “polirically

nn- mony.
usk’s endorsement of former US presi-
dent Donabd Trump (whose own X scoount
hullhecllhlm.hminmbulrumw In2022
1L the Conpn
he Right wing.

) has misde

I||III uu!utll e fiet that

Y'sclosuren Braail s inseparable from
thepelticsof Elon Musk P

wentional energy. And even in the
ind-risk.

o

T4-45KWh, thevely aitabning come
mercial parity. Both these mensures
shiall direcLly impact green h\dﬂ.ﬂ
prices, 70-75% of which is rencval

electricity. Coupled with the govern-
ment's hydrogen PL1 schemes,

eres, and given the global Influence ahsenoe of commodity-demsa Kaustubh  Blended finance can reduce green
that they are exerdsing, ﬂl'ymlm b hedd this results in higher risk perception, Verma n price from ~T300/ky ©
manifesting sl in huhwmu alcap ! and doser o grey hydrogen
Even in India, authorities have had multiple tal, Financing soh ap price of ~1200¢kg, which is produce]
mun-ing with X aboutobjecti onable content on tal and distribute lLsk‘zan.-rwnked wsing natural gas,
issues such as the farmers’ protesss, the cono- Blendod finance is one such approac It s peertiinent that a robast blended
navines pandemic and terrorist propaganda, Bendod finamee leverages finance facility is designed for emerg
Unlike Brazil. however, India managed to ment . rnulibsierals, and sover- g technologies, The Eaclity may have
IoashJiaml other big American social media cign funds 1o mobilise commercial a three-tered structure comprising
mlmrieﬁ through an arm)' nrdcnaﬂly tech- capital in areas pes risk. concesshonal honal equity,
Poaling ofinstrumentssuchascapital — §iddharth  and caplial p’mlsn‘.ﬁmmmm
actions. grants, conoessional debt and equity. Khanna oredit enhancement guanan-
Musk's willingness to comply with India’s and credit enbancerment guaraniecs B tee. Development finance instibutions:
pﬂdldull pressiire regaiding dange s cor- Teljp de-risk siich areas afid attract liite with
tent on X has been critiqued by internet free- commercial capleal, MIE 20M-23, concessional debt while suum,un
dom advocates a8 o selloul. Bul e hnu.om bbernidond finuneedioals =S5 ballion e wesdth funcls aned porsbon Runds mey costribiule
Hinse s tlaat India's § [l d Muilti Bt s il the gov-

approach has ensuncd that the appeosinately
mmlllkm lndhn users n(! have not Invn

e plat
fans, whmc)(nwe: hive lligul\chilllk_ [rull
ans can access their virual public square
unimpeded,

The conduct of X and Musk is indeed prok-
lematic and it must be tamed, if not
However, the Brazilian meihod is crude and
courerproductive. The subtler Indian strat-
egy |5 actually the template that other democ-
rackes should emukate as they contemplate
how o regulate the digital masters of the unl-
verse,

rute, or CAGR. of 11%) with climase reluiod denks
commanding 5% share. India has seen deals
worth ~85 billion (CAGR at 18%) led by the
energy and fnancin] services sectors, Straing
interest in the Indian market needs to be chan-
meellsed For ﬁmhsomgmmhnm.mm

emmont may provide capital grants andor
erodit enhnncement guarantees o further
de-risk u

mm!in utu'm-m\ial n]hl.m&whpn

risk adjusted rates. Lenders wthmpu'ﬂx' In

a"w

Jerg caladponfct il b bt

For it om of the clevated and anchors
mmdmwwabklnih crergy mix (X% by Blendid I‘mmml support hnclia's enengy
) requlres an estimated 400GW XSRGWh of
Iatiery storge by 2000, Peak demand in India is mﬂﬂhrulik‘m‘;d.mmhrwhmﬂ-
Largely serviced by coal-based il capital 1o spur

with tariffs of ~256/kWh. At current prices of
3.435/kWh for solar-wind ybiid, mrmm

Sevenain Chailla s v, Jindal Sctiont of Inéerma-
sl Afttrs. The wews exgiressed ire personnt

ummm‘ﬂm?mm‘?{»mm
Ittery storage trillsat - 24552510, based

investments in these technologies.

Kby Verma b managig direcior amd partrier,
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The whews expressed are pericsial
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Soothing salvo

The GST Council has held out hope for
some reliel for insurance consumers

eeting for the second time after the
2024 general election results, the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) Council on Mon:
day sought 1o calm some of the rising clamour
against the 18% Indirect tax levy on Insurance
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A panoramic view of the 2024 China-Africa summit

frica figures prominently in China's

] nd 5
foreign policy in the 21st century.
During the past 24 years, the Forum on

China-Africa Cooperation (FOCACY has emerged
as an allencompassing and elfective platfonm for
dialogue, interaction and planning between the
two sides, African countries, despite their
reservatbons and grievances, have found it useful
tor enhance thelr proximity o China. Unlike the
previous decade, African governments and
Institutions of multiple hues now find it

Inc Iy more ¢ ble to deal with their

premium payments, A new Group of Min Is
belng formed to urgently recommend tax chang:
e for life and health insurance policies, with .m
assurance the Council would meet again i
vember to take on its report, This :.nrks a
notable shift from last month, when Finance Mi-
nikster Nirmala Sitharaman had staunchly defend-
ed the Jevy in Parliament, noting that States eam
a large chunk of these revenues and Members of
Parliament, who took on the Centre on the mat-
ter must flag i with States’ Ministers as they area
party to the Council's decisions. It mast be noted
that a reconsideration of GST levies on Insurance
Thad come up at least three tmes under the Coun-
cll's aegls, starting a year and a half since the
GST's July 2007 launch, but the status quo was
preferred each time,

What is plausibly different this time around is
that the government’s own have echoed the sen:
timent, While Union Minkster Nitin Gadkari has
averred that the GST levy on life insurance premi-
um is tantamount to taxing the uncertainties of
life, the BI™s now-critical allies such as the TDP
amd Jana Sena Party have also sought a rollback of
the levies on health and life Insurance. Perhaps
not unrelated I3 the government's post-poll dec-
slon to desist from wm-tomming GST°s buoyant
monthly collections, perceived by many as a cele-
bration of high levies on consumers, GST reve:
nues just from health insurance premia rose over

Chinese counterparts, In this light, the outcomes
of the Ninth Ministerial Conference of FOCAC,
which just concluded in Beljing, merita
dispassionate scrutiny,

As scholar George Yu noted in 1968, "studying
China in Africa s much like pursuing a dragon in
the bush, The dragon is imposing, but the bush is
dense’, In the latter half of the 200h century,
especially i its last decade, China laid the
foundations of a strong partnership with Africa.
This has blossomed during the FOCAC era which
Degan with the first summit held in Beljing in
2000, Since then, a total of five conferences ook
place in Beljing and one each in Ethiopla, Egypt,
South Africa, and Senegal. The Beljing summit
last week confirms China’s consistency and
steadiastness in pursuing its goals relating 1o
Africa. They are economie, political and strategic
I mature, reflecting Beijing’s long-held view thal
Africa is vital to the world’s future - there
should be motivated 1o stand alongside Ching

The main elements
A careful ook at the 30-paragraph-long Beljing
Declarathon of the latest summit reveals fis key
elements,

First, the jointly negotiated document which
hmn predominantly the stamp of Chinese
hip, has six sections, namely outlining

54% between 202122 and 2023-24, yielding
8,262 crore last year, One hopes that any reduc:
tion in the GST on health covers considered by
the Council is not selective or lmited, for in:
stance, to group policies or senlor citizens or
with a cap on the cover, and it is ensured they
translate into real cuts in premia payments, After
the COVIDAS pandemic, while awareness levels
aboit health cover needs have rsen, hospitalisa-
tlon and Insurance cover costs have splked even
faster. Given India's inadequate public health sys-
tems, a serbous disease or malaise afflicting a sin-
gle family member can push an average ho
hold into poverty, For life covers, the Council
could take a more nuanced approach by extend-
ing most reliel to pure term insurance policles
that help families tide over shocks, rather than to
myriad marketlinked investment products of:
fered by the industry in the guise of insurance, If,
i the Council’s wisdom, helicopter services
avalled on a ‘shared seat’ basls must anract only
5% GST, Insurance poliches surely deserve more
benign taxation oo,

Future, at last

“Tennis gets a settled look with
the rise of a new generation

0 ne of the toughest tests for a modern-day

tennis player is to madntain excellence all

wear round, The season starts in early Ja-
mary and ends only in mid-November, travers:
Tt continenits, different thime zones and a mult-
tude of playing surfaces. The first and the last
Grand Slam tournaments themselves are separat-
ed by roughly eight months, making success in
both ~ even though they are similar hard-court
Majors = one of the most impressive feats, 3
the trn of the millennium, only Roger Fe
Novak Diokovic (thrice each) and Angelique Ker-
ber had managed to win at Melbourne Park and
Flushing Meadows in the same year, What Jannik
Sinner and Aryna Sabalenka achieved in New
York, of winning their maiden US Open singles
titles 1o go with their Austealian Open erowns
from earlier in the season, Is this an ode to thelr
fitness, conslstency and all-round playing ability,
For Sinner, the twin successes bookend a career-
recent doping cloud he came under

i and Cincinnati, ATP 500s in Rot-
v, reached the semifinals at

terdam .nui
French Open, quarterfinals at Wimbledon and

rose o Nod in the world, Sabalenka, World No.2,
has been just as prolific, winning Cincinnatl,
reaching the final at Madrid and Rome, and mak-
g the quarters a Roland-Garros.

While their triumphs will no doubt embellish
thelr respective careers, the accomplishiments
will, in all probability, shape the future of tennis,
Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz have now split 2024's
four Slams, and for the first time since 2002,
there is no winner from the legendary trio of Fe-
Rafael Nadal and Djokovie, Their ascent
» comme it a time when tennis needed va-
riety, Sinner's clinically efficient and workman-
like game, and Abcaraz's all-court dagele and roes:
matazz make the upper echelons of men's tennis
an echectic place instead of the one-dimensional
Toualy it was threatenis urm into with the rise of
players like Dankil fev o ler Zve-

the hight! Jevel "China Africa C ommunity with a
Shared Future’; fostering ‘synergy’ between
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), AU's
Agenda 2063 and the 2030 UN Agenda for
sustainabile development; the Global
Development Initiative (GO, the Global Security
Initiative (GSD and the Global Civilization
Tnvitiative (GCIy; and spelling out the review and
outlook for FOCAC,

Rajly Bhatiy

Distinguished Fellow
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South Adrica, Kerya
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Relations: Changing
Modizons' (2022)
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Second, both sides have o e 11 !
0 amndinu exchanges on governance,
iom and poverty lon so that

modernisation based on ‘the characteristics of
their own civilisations” is promoted. Further, they
favour “mutually beneficial and inclusive
economic globalization' that focuses on the
concerns of African countries, China supports
Africa in increasing Africa's influence and role in
global governance. The declaration states: ‘Africa

UAE-India ties

uring the visit of Shelkh Khaled, the

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, to Delhi this

week, there was one engagement that
had emblematic significance for him and for the
ties between the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and
India.

Visiting Rajghat, His Highness planted a tree in
memory of Mahatma Gandhi, following the
example of his father, Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed, in 2016, and his grandfather, the founding
president of our country, Sheilkh Zayved, in 1992,

Thie thiee trees, planted by three generathons
of the past, current and future leaders of our
country, within the span of three decades, will
standd side by side, a symbol of the deeply-rooted
and glmdlm thes between our two countries:
embedded in the past but reaching towards the
future, At first glance, our countries appear to be
very different. India is almost 40 dmes larger
than the UAE in stze and is also the most
populous country in the world. There are more
than 1,000 Indian citizens for every Emirat
cltizen. Our economies oo are founded on
different strengths: agriculture is a key pillar of
India's economy, for example, but only makes up
less than 1% of the UAE's GDP, And while we both
emerged as modern natons in the 20th century,
our histories and governance are very different.
Yet, the strongest ties between nations are those
where common interests and values are enriched
by complementary strengths and diversity,
embracing difference rather than seeking 1o
pper over it

Deep connections, of people and progress
The secret of the success = and distinetiveness -
of the UAE-India relationship is the way it is
rooted in affindty, trust and respect, derived from
generations of human connections. Just as trees
depend on strong roots to draw the water and

al
rev. Meanwhile, Sabalenka's victory has made
2024 the first year since 2004 without a first-time
women's singles champlon at the Majors, a chear
sign that the WTA Tour has finally settled down,
Like Sinner-Alcaraz, there is the Sabalenka-lga
Swiatek duopoly, with the pair having secured se-
ven of the past 11 Slams, While Sabalenka - also
the Australian Open winner and US Open runner-
up in 2023 - has been consistent, with seven
semifinal or better finishes at her last eight Ma:
Jjors, Swiatek is a five-time Slam champion and
the No.l from April 2022 for all but eight weeks,
Al of which proves that tennis” brand new era is
well and truly here.
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appreciates it that China is the first couniry to
support the AU in Jolning the G20 Besldes, the
parties stand for an equal and orderly multipolar
world, and for necessary reform and
strengthening of the Unlted Natdons (UN),
Imcluding its Security Council,

Third, there is litde new in the goal to promote
synergy involving Chinese, African and UN plans
for development as this has been ofien
articulated in the past, However, China has now
halled progress in the African Continental Free
Tracke Area (AICFTA) and expressed readiness to
slgn a framework agreement for economic
partnership with Africa, On the Issue of financing
projects and businesses In Africa, the Chinese
side astutely shifted responsibility by calling on
International financial instinutions and
commercial creditors o participate in debt
treatment for African countries,

Fourth, China's three Nagship plans - GDI, GSI,
and G( ave been firmly embedded into the
purportedly joint serategy (o create 4 common
pathy 1 all 1 security and d
paradign. The declaration, for example, volces
China's support for Increased UN funding for
Africa's independent peace operations,
counterterrorism activities and maritime security
challenges. Further, the document waxes
elogquent in highlighting the need for joint action
for deepening dialogue among cultures and
civilisations,

Fifth, the concluding section points to the
transfer of responsibility of Africa’s FOCAC
cochair from Senegal to the Republic of the
Congo and confirmation that the tenth
conference will e held in 2027 in Congo,

Beneath the surface, a familiar template
The International media produced numerous
headlines while covering Chinese President Xi
Jinping's keynote address at the inauguration of
the Beijing Summit, unaware that it sticks to a
familiar template used on such occasions in the
past, He presented the offer of new financing
amounting to nearky $51 billion in soft loans,
grants and investment promation to African
nations. He identified 10 partnership actions
relating to trade conpectivity, green
development, industrial chain cooperation, and
haealth, as he did in the past. On the surface, his
big announcements such as provision of 60,000
tralning opportunities for women and youth,

i

Invinand 000 members of Afriean political
partie China, and training for 7,000
military and police personnel from Africa sound

Impressive, but opacity will prevail about the
degree of their implementation in the future as it
ik in the past. What, however, Is noteworthy on
this occasion is China’s declsion 1o give all 33
African beast developed countries zero tariff
treatment for 100% tariil lines. When

Implemented, it could boost African exports o
China,

[+ the growing
cooperation between China and Africa, three
principal perspectives should be factored in,
First, the Chinese view is that a natural
partnership exists between China, the largest
dheveloping country in the world, and Africa, the
comtinent with the Lurgest number of developing
countries, With its own economic success, China
hais shown an al i th 1o modermisation
which ks different from westernisation, The
Chinese path is highly relevant o Alrica,
according to this school,

Second, a sober African view recognises the
hﬂloﬁls and risks of close partnership with

hina, but as pointed out by Paul Nantulya of the
er for Strategic Studics, the
2 ered process is still largely sh
“a donor-reciplent dynamic where African
countries mostly take a back seat while China
Initiates most of the agenda®,

Thirdd, the prevalent American pereeption has
been presented by Michael Schuman of the
Atlantic Councll who argues that China's interest
in the developing world is shaped by Xi Jinping's
antiAmericanism, He is of the opinbon that the
alm of Mr. Xi% strategy is 1o bulld a coalithon of
states within the Global South to act as "a counter
wiekght” 1o the ULS, global alliance. A more
sophisticated viewpoint was articulated by a
European foreign minister visiting India in 2009,
He cautioned against interpreting the Chinese
robe in Africa ‘im black and white terms'. It was
doing some good as in the health and education
fiehds and it was also expanding its power and
Influenee an this comtinent, hi noted,

The import for India

Finally, what a e takeaways for India from the
latest FOCAL su it? At beast three seem fairly
obvious,

First, consistency in cultivation of Africa at the
highest political levels is a must. After holding
three India-Alrica Forum Summits, Inclia paused
s Africa-centered conference diplomacy in 2005,
Almost a decade has elapsed sinoe then, Second,
strong historical bonds, ideational contributions
and stirring rhetorke are wseful, but they must be
backid by fimancial generosity. This demands
substantial additional resources for fuelling
India-Africa cooperation, Withour them, our
diplomatic and business inlidatives would become
handicapped, Third, Africa’s place in the list of
India’s diplomatic priorities must be reviewed. If
the continent enjoys a high priority, the Indian
polity must be enabled and encouraged 1o act
accordingly.

India’s Africanists have presented a range of
practical policy choices to the government. What
Is now needed is stronger political will,

are rooted in affinity, trust and respect

Reem Al Hashimy

the United Arab
Emiranes (UAE)
Miinister of State for
International
Cooperation and the
UAE Special Envoy to
thi Repisbbie of India

Given their long
history of
conmections, the
two countrivs
are determined
1o keep growing
and innovating
together

nutrients they need for growth and o hold them
Fast in tough times, rships between nations
mst have these qualities in order 1o thrive,

Ours has always been a relationship a

2

heart of our relationship. In ks first year of
operation, our bilateral trade jumped by over
15%, We Iuwr signed billions nrrupﬂ-s. of

people and progress. The first trade links
between the Arablan Gull and India go back
thousands of years, as people, goods and ideas
crossed back and forth across the ocean, Pottery

1 1 in recent archaeological excavations
in Abu Dhabi shows connections to the Indus
Valley eivilisations of more than four millennia
aggo. In iy parents” thime, many Emiratls travelled
1o India for medical reatment, and when my
children catch the typleal colds and flus of
childhood, 1urm to Indian homoeopathic
medicine first, before other remedies.

strength of the expatriate community
The UAE is home to more than 3.5 million
Inddians, the largest expatriate commundty in our
country, Our success is built on our leaders'
farsighted commitment to toderance, inclusion
and the empowerment of women and minorities,
and we are grateful for the contribution Indian
nationals make to the strength and vibrancy of
our economy. The degree of connectivity
between our countries can be seen In the simple
fact that there are more than 1,500 fights
between the UAE and India every single week.
When a relationship is founded on respect and
a sineere inclination towards partnership and
collaboration, there is no limit o what can be
achieved. In February 2002, India became the
first country with which the UAE signed a
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement, Trace negotiations often take years, if
ot decades, and are sometimes abandoned due
to insurmotintable differences. We were able to
agree our partnership agreement within six
months, because of the trust and affinity at the

delini deals, and plan to go much
further,

Shelkh Khaled recently attended the
Inauguration of the Indian Instinute of Technology
Delhil Abu Dhabi, which is the first overseas
branch of the prestigious university. We have
exchanged agreements on toples including health
Innovation and renewable energy, crucial to our
nations' amd the world's future, During the Crown
Prince’s visit, further co-operation agreements
will be shgned, Including on elvil nuclear
technology: a domestic sucoess story for the
Emirates, but one rooted in international
co-operation. India's research into nuclear
desalination to produce chean drinking water
which has obwious importance for a desert
country such as the UAE - Is one example of the
many opp which our 1 hip can
enable advances not just in green energy
production but also in medical technology,
sclentific research, agriculure and industry,

“Tles that will flourish

Like his grandfather, Shelkh Khaled planted an
amaltas tree, Cassda fistula, His father, Shelkh
Mohamed bin Zayed, planted the moulsari tree
(Mintusops elengd). Amaltas trees grow fast,
embodying opportunity and renewal, while the
slower-growing moulsari points us to the virues
of stability and patient trust. As the UAE and
India continue to develop our comprehensive
strategic partnership, these different qualities
symbolise our approach, We can have confidence
I our mistual affinity and respect and our long
history of connection, but also be determined 1o
keep growlng and innovating together, renewing
our partnership and finding new ways to flourish,
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With their ancestors’ help, weak
cancer cells can form tough tumours

In past stuies, s

mtists have tried o understand drug resistance by separating the corresponding cells from a larger population, making copies of them in the lab, and

investigating them. The researchers behind a new study realised this approach removes an important bit ol context that could affect the cells” prospects

Joel I*, Joseph

clentists have cracked the
mystery of how some cancer cells
it ought not 1o survive could

Ll
actually take help from their
“neighbours’

wcoeid and e
it tumours instead.
one of the world's
2ist century. Whe
an infectian or
disease becomes drugresistant, drugs
that could cure these conditions become
biess eflective. Pathoge quire this
ability in the form of certain genetic
thons, although some non-genetic

lli(l‘l ina person’s
lso become
Shmple
||11z- person takes
, the
sskstant cells will |aml|lu-r.'uv while
sskstant cells won't, However,
the genetic changes o
drigreskstanee to the cells will also have
undermined their overall ‘fitness’. When
the person sn't taking a drug (o treat the
caneer, the drug cells shoubd
thus have a harder time surviving than
thelr non-resistant peers, They are sald 1o
sitfler a ‘growth penalty
How the evolutionarily lessfit cells
survive such conditions is a puzzle
scientists have been trving 1o solve for
Vs,

A complex ecosystem
In past studies, sclentists have tried 1o
understand drug resistance by separating
the corresponding cells from a larger
population, making coples of them in the
Laby, andd investigating them further. The
researchers behind the new study
realised this approach removes an
important bit of context that could affect
the cells' prospects; the influence of other
cells in thelr surroundings, espec
.mu stors from u.hnm they “devii

Fellow at C |('\‘l|~1lll|{
author of the stuy, sald
appreciatid the idea of l!
plex ecological systeny. He sald his
team’s ldea came from multiple

disciplines plis |'|k'\d|.~|1:~ reports of I|I|..||

In astudy puhllalm in 2022, for
example, some members of the same
teaim of reseirel Iwm

il odhers showed
sence of a drug,
drug-resistant mutant cells undergo large
changes in growth rate. The authors
attributed this to the environment in

Researchers have prog "'-"lmll:l L

o explain

This i o representative image of Kras-griven lung cancer cells. ERIC SNDERUS NEI

which the cells existed.

A surprise in a model
Conventionally, mutated cells have a

certalin growth rate in the presence of a
drug andd a lower one in its absence, In
the new study, the researchers builta
mathematical model based on the ldea
that these growth rates depend on the
presence of a drug and on the cells'
environment, When culiured alone,
drug-resistant cells grew more stowly
the cells from which they were
“descended.” But when these cells and
their ancestors were cultured together,
the former grew much faster.

The model also revealed that the
ancestral cells there are in the same
culture, the drug-resistam daughter cells
also pr rated Fister - so musch so that
thi growth penalty vanished, The
resulting tmour would be res
drugs o come.

The researchers also found thae even
when there is no drug, the inte
between the evolving drugre
I the tmour's environn
promoted drug resistance.,
Implicaion is that drug-resistam cells
cottld be present in larger numbers,
perhaps more than a cliniclan or medical
researcher might expect, even before
treatiment beging,
The authors wrote in their paper that
thedr work “both complements and builds
ol af recent studies fro wide range of
disciplines, ranging firo uwum.ll
population geneties and ecology 1o
clinical trials across several biological
kingdoms.”

we

it to the

Dirug resistance is one of the major

crises of the 21st century. When a

pathoggen that canses an infeetion or
3 drugs

conditions
hecome less effective.

The ancestral advantage

The researchers proposed a mathematical
framework to explain why drug resistance
is commaon and valickied it with
experiments using lung cancer cells,

First, they engineered three
drug-resistant mutations in lung cancer
cells in the kb and grew them together
with different amounts of drug-sensitive
ancestor cells, Then they ohserved how
the different abundances of r
the cells affected their growth rate,

ents, Thiey found that all |ho

drugresistant cells grew slower than their
ancestors when grown insolation, Bt
when grown with their ancestors, they
Dowailt wap Faster, The re
twio types of drug:
withoit the
rate didn't inc
between evolut Imunly diff
didit provide any growtl :
Only in pctions with ancestral cells did.

The idea that a mutation's lrequency or
relative abundance dictates how fit the
cells that have it are is not new, but

iy drug, resistance b comimon and validatid

Wwth experiments using lung cancer cells.

experts said the current study emphasises
s b the context of ¢ ells
accumulating drug resistar

Clue to a new treatment

“A key conclusion... ks that the ecological
environment can grealy i .
phienotype of the mtant |
Removing that mutant from the ecology
leads to an incomplete sclentific pletare,”

Malias sald.
Mohit Kumar Jolly, an associate
professor of bioengineering at the Indian

Institute of Sckence, Bengalur, sald,
“Most, if not all, current theraples in the
e the Imps

sald their Aindings
ny evolving

5 that mutate and
it aeqquire resistance 1o

lso indicated a potential
lor developing drugs to fight
1 ||l[L'1:|I:ru~i diseases. “If this
s we lI:Enk

‘ildiFlj(‘l] higher
conducted by
i anvd Case
eveland.

Weste rn Rﬁu“ University,

The findings were published in the
journal PRX Life in June 2024,

Choel I foseptt Is a freelance sclence
Journalist and researcher.
Joelpioseph2009@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Researchers have shown that
even in the absence of a drug,
drugresistant mutant cells
wibergo large changes in
growth rate. This was
attributed 1o the envirenment
I which the cells existed

-

when cultured alone,
drugreskitant celli gréw mane

slowly than the cells from
which they wene ‘descended,’
But when these cells and
thelr ancestors were cultured
together, the former grw
much faster

Ives, leading to higher
cure rates

BIG SHOT

(9

Solar panels under construction on the sea in Binzhou, In eastern China's Shandong provinge on September B, Are

QUi ON CORNER

The kindest cuts

[ 0 Q:Why doesn't

i cutting hair hurt?
Az Hair is made of
dead epithelial
cells strengthened
by a protein called
keratin, The
epidermis — the upper layer of the
skin — descends into the dermis,
the inner layer, to form
Nask-shaped structures. These
structures, called hair follicles,
have a group of epithelial cells
that form a bulb,

Below this bulb is the hair
papilla, which consists of
conmective tissues supplied richly
with blood vessels and connectiod
by nerves. This region supplies
nourishment to the halr's root
cells,

The epidermal cells of the hair
raot divide rapidly, As new cells
farm, the old cells are pushed
upwards in the form of hair,

Beyond the bulb reglon, the cells
die and become harny with the
addition of keratin, As the dead
clls continue to add up rapidly in
the root, the shalt grows in length
and pierces through the epidermal
layer and projects out as hair, Hair
normally grows about 18 em in a
year,

Thus the root is the only living
part of the hair. When hair above
the skin is cut, it doesn’t hurt. If
the hair is pulled out, the sensory
nerves in the hair papilla trigger a
pain sensation,

The root is the only living part of the haie, When hair
above the skin is cut, It doesn't hurt, 1 the hair is pulled
out, the sensory nerves in the halr papdla trigger a pain
SensBtion GETTYRAGES
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Montelukast: overused and dangerous

n February 2018, Harry
Miller, 2 M-year-old British
teenager, died by suicide
after struggling to cope with
mental health isswes for two years,
Miller, whao had been suffering

from asthma, had been prescribed
montelukast on an ongoing basis
for those two years. A couple of
years after this incident, the U.S,
Food and Drug Administration
(FDAY added a *black box warning”
10 montelukast and the Medicines
and Healthcare Products
Regulatory Agency, UK. issued a
health warning saying the drug
could cause serious
newropsychiatric adverse effects,
Several pathent advocacy groups
across the world have been
lobbying for the restricted use of
this drug. While caution is being
exercised everywhere, the sale of
this drug in India is lated

b IV Y
Lancelot Pinto

Consultant
pulmenologist and
epicermialogist at P.0.
Hinduja National
Hospital, Mumbal.
Views are personal

L student

largely irrational, and seems to be
increasing exponentially.
Montelubast, developed by
Merck and Co,, was approved by
the FDA in 1998 and marketed
undber the brand name *Singulair®,
The oral medication was approved
1o be preseribed daily for
long-term use as a “preventer” or
“controller” of asthma and allergic
rhinitis. There s universal
consensis, based on miltiple
comparative stucies, that asa
treatment for asthma, the drug is
inferior to inhaled corticosteroids,
which are considered first-line
therapy for the control of the
disease. For allergic rhinitis, most
guidelines across the world
recommend intranasal
corticosteroids and/for
antihistamines; montelukast is not
recommended first-line therapy,

Unrestricted use in India

Yet, it is widely prescribed in
India. There are multiple reasons
fior this, Patients prefer short-term
oral medication over longterm
inhalers and topical nasal sprays.
Inhalers are often thought to have
an addictive potential and are
conshdered unsafe, There is also
stigma associated with the use of
inhalers, and patients do not want
10 be seen by their family and

in the Department of
Respiratory Medicine
at P.0. Hinduja
National Hospital,
Mumnbai, Views ane
persenal

While caution is
being exercised
evervwhiere, the
sibe of this drug
in livhia is
unregulated,
largely
irrational, and
seems o be
increasing
exponentially

peers as needing inhalers wo
breathe. In the treatment of
children, parents are often
concerned about the effect of
inhaled corticosteroids on growth,
and montelukast has been
considered to be safe i
comparison. This is despite the
fact that poorly controlled asthma
can have far more deleterious
effeets on growth and
development than those caused by
Inhalers. There also appears 1o be
widespread ignorance of the
adverse effects of the drug in
India, resulting in rampant
over-the-counter use. Even among
physicians, the adverse effects of
the drug do not appear to be
widely known, as evidenced by
the cavalier prescribing practices.
Most prescriptions even for the

antihistamines, oral
bronchodilators, and mucolytics.
Concerns related to the drug
are not a recent phenomenon.
They were investigated as early as
2008, when an FDA review
reported serious post-marketing
concerns regarding the
newropsychiatric adverse effects.
There is growing recognition that
the drug can cause aggression,
nightmares, depression, and
cognitive impalrment. It has been
associated with deaths by suicide.
A study from the University of
Oxford, published in JAMA in
2022, concluded a much higher
risk of anxiety and insomnia,
among other neuropsychiatric
adverse effects, from this drug.
Large studies in Denmark, the
118., Korea, and the UK. have

comimon cold appear to have the suggested a strong association
drug in combinations for b the use of the drug and
short-term use serious mental health issues.

With antihistamines

What is especially worrying is the
unrestricted use of the drug in
combination with antihistamines.
This is unschentific, as the drugis
approved for use as a controller,
and not as a short-term reliever
medication, as is being widely
marketed. A prescription of
maontelikast for 10 days is
unscientific. Patients possibly
benefit with time-tested
antihistamines, such as
levocetirizine, loratadine or
fexofenadine, in combinations,
‘whille being exposed o the
adverse effects of montelukast,
Such combinations appear to be
driven by profits — combining
antihistamines with montelukast
often triples the price of the drug,
This is true, despite the patent on
the drug expiring in 2012. Industry
souroes inform us that over 193
registered brands offer such
combination treatmendt in India,
The annual sales of me k

As pulmonologists, we notice a
trend of aggressive marketing of
montelukast in combinations by
the pharmaceutical industry.
Every major pharmaceutical
company markets the drug in
combination with an assortment
of quick-acting, reliever
medications. Our ENT colleagues
have experienced a similar trend.
Thits possibly explains the 25%
growth in sales over the past year
(industry sources).

Time for regulators to step in
Regulators need to step in to
ensure that the abuse of this drug
stops, and that these health
concerns are amplified among
both physicians and patients. Not
only will this protect citizens from
a harmful drug, but it will also
ensure that patients are
prescribed inexpensive and
timetested options for short-term
use, and better ones for longterm
use. In a country where

t-marketing surveillance tends

were more than 12,400 crore
during the April 202324 period.
Less than 3% of these sales are
potentially guldeline-based, Le.
the sales of the drug alone; the
rest are in irrational and
unindicated combinations with

to be limited, and mental health
issues are largely under-reported
and stigmatised, we need to raise
awareness and prevent an
epidemic of newropsychiatric
adverse effects, especially in
yourg children.

Steering through troubled waters

Questions on the Yettinahole Project continue to haunt the government

STATE OF PLAY

Sathish G.T.
sathish, Mk"llllﬂ!l(u in
he Congress govern-
ment in Karnataka,
which has been strug-
gling to deal with controver-
shes raksed by the Oppositon
as well as its own internal
saquabbles over leadership, got
a much-needed break from
bad press when it inaugurated
the ambitious Yeitinahole In-
tegrated Deinking Water Pro-
ject last week. The project
aims to harness 24.01 tmclt of
water from the catchment
area of the Nethravathi River,
which originates in the West-
ern Ghats and flows. through
the hilly Malnad districts and
coastal area, to provide water
to seven arid districts of south-
ern Karnataka,

However, the project,
which is being implemented
at an estimated cost of $23,251
crore, has been controversial
since its inception. It has s
genesis in a report submitted
by Dr. G.S5. Paramashivalah,
who retired as Superintendent
Engineer with the State go-
vernment, on providing per-
manent irrigation facilities for
arid districts by diverting ex-
cess water from west-fllowing
rivers. The Yettinahole project
is part of what he had initially
recommended in his report.

Paramashivaiah  himself
was unhappy with the way the
project was being planned, ar-
guing that it should be imple-
mented in its entirety. The pe-
ople of the Malnad and coastal
reglons too have been oppos-
ing the project, alleging that it
would affect both the Western
Ghats, a biodiversity hotspot,
and the people who depend
on the Nethravathi in the
downstream. Despite these
protests, in 2002, the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (B} govern-

Explaining the close contests in swing States

Battleground States have middling urbanisation and college graduate numbers, and a diverse mix of racial and religiously non-afliliated voters

Karnataka

ment, led by DV, Sadanada
Gowda, gave administrative
approval for the project.

Activists then moved the
Matlonal  Green  Tribunal
(NGT) opposing the project.
They maintained that the go-
vernment was implementing
it withowt obtaining forest and
emvironmental  clearances,
However, their petitions were
quashed by the principal
bench of the NGT in 2009,
which upheld the govern-
ment’s argument that the pro-
ject was meant to provide
drinking water in arid areas,

The Congress government,
led by Siddaramaiah, laid the
foundation stone for the pro-
ject in Chikkaballapur in 2014,
The first stage has now been
inaugurated. The Water Re
sources Department assessed
that 24.01 tmeft of water could
be lifted by diverting streams
of the Nethravathi - Yettina-
hole, Kerihole, Homgadahalla,
and Kadumane Holla - at
eight locations. When com-
pleted, the project will benefit
the Tumakuru, Kolar, Chikka-
ballapur, Bengaluru Rural, Ra-
managara, Hassan, and Chik-
kamagaluru districts.

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, who also holds
the Water Resources portfolio,
gave special attention to clear-
ing the hurdles involved in ex-
ecuting the project in the last
one year. At the inaugural ce-
remony, the Chiel Mindster
and he said that they would
clear the remaining hurdies in

acquiring land required for |

| the gravity canal and feeder

canals, and ensure that the
project is completed by March
2007

However, this won't be an
easy task, as people in the Mal-
nad and coastal areas conti-
nue tooppose the project. The
residents of Kolar and Chikba-
ballapur have raised doulus
about whether they will get
the water assured by the go-
vernment, given the yield.

Some experts who have as-
sessed the availability of water
in the project area say that
there could be only 9.55 tmclt
of water available and not
24.01 uncht, as projected by
the government. Mr. Siddara-
maiah has instructed officers
to conduct a survey to tap wa-
ter from a few more streams
further below the project
area, while arguing that shor-
tage is no more than 5 tmefi.
However, his statement has
caused more worry among en-
vironmentalists. Kishor Ku-
mar, one of the petitioners be-
fore the NGT, has said that
such a move will damage the
forests further.

Duiring heavy ralns in July
this year, several landslips
were reported in parts of Saka-
leshpur taluk in Hassan dis-
trict. Some of the locations
were close to the places where
the Yettinahole project work
had been executed. The resi-
dents of these areas blamed
the project for the tragedy,
while officers of Visveswaraya
Jala Nigam Limived, which is
executing the project, argued
that the project had nothing 1o
o with the landslips.

While the people in
drought-prone  areas  need
longterm solutions to the
drinking water crisis that
haunts them every summer,
the multiple issues surround-
ing the Yewtinahole project
show how hard it is to find
them in a sustainable and am-
icable way.
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| DATA POINT |

Srinivasan Ramani
Jasmin Nihalani

n earlier Data Point fo-
A cussed on the importance

of swing States in deciding
the outcome of the 2024 U.S, presi-
dential polls. Here, we explain
why these States are batlegrounds
by looking at the background va-
riables of voters, such as demogra-
phy, religion, geographical type,
and college education.

Urban voters largely favour the
Democrats, while rural voters lar
gely favour the Republicans, Vo-
ters who ldentify themselves as re-
ligiously unaffiliated tend to prefer
the Democrats, while Protestants
and evangelical voters prefer the
Republicans, Voters of the Black/
Adrican American community dis-
tinctively favour the Democrats.
College-educated white voters are
largely Democratic voters, while
non-college educated white voters
are overwhelmingly Republican.

‘When these variables are bro-
ken down State-wise, we find that
States with higher urban popiila-
tions (with exceptions) tend to fa-
vour the Democrats, while those
with higher rural populations vote
Republican. Swing States have
midadling urbanisation (measured
as an index by 538.com), L.e. they
have a mix of rural, suburban, and
urban voters. That is why they are
competitive with near equal num-
bers of Democratic and Republi-
can voters. They also fall somewh-
ere in the middle when we look at
the share of the population who
are college graduates.

States such as Georgia have a re
latively higher number of voters
who identify themselves as Chris-
tian, but Georgia has a relatively
higher share of Black voters, which
makes it competitive, States such
as Pennsylvania and Michigan
Tave a lower share of racial minor-
ity voters, but also a relatively high
share of religiously unaffiliated vo-

tore and 20 ihey are comnetktive

Swing States are not typical

The data for the charts were sourced from Pew Research and FiveThirtyEight.com (which also provided the urbanksation index). Swing States include

Pennsylvania (PA], Michigan (MI), Wisconsin (WI), Arizona (AZ), Nevada (NV), Georgia (GA), and Narth Carolina (NC)

Chart 1: Demecratic and
Republican voters in 2020

and 2022 elections (%)
Subrban a8 Bural
Republican

= Urban
Democratic
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Chart 2: Urbanisation index is plotted against difference
invobe shares (Dems. minus Reps.) for States

-

Chart 3: % of people in States affiliated to Christian
denominations plotted against the difference in vote shares

Nuclear plants: German

help to Pak. likely

London, Sept. 10: According to press reports
here, the West German Government is assisting

Pakistan in conducting a study to determine the
feasibility of setting up a chain of nuclear plants
of 50 mw capacity to be located even in distant
corners of Pakistan, The Chairman of the
Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission, Dr. Khan
sqid these plants would be in addition to the
GOO mw nuclear station now being built near
Chasma Barrage. Plans were also being worked
ot For bullding a nuclear complex near Karachi
to meet most of Pakistan's nuclear requirements
locally. The Pakistan Atomic Energy
Commission wanted the country to be
selbsufficient in fts nuclear need and wanted 1o
manufactire nuckear components in Pakistan,
Dr. Khan said Pakistan was in touch with

“certain friendly countries to start joint

production of nuclear plants, Although he did
not name the friendly countries, it s widely

assumed that e could be referring to China and

o w0 n Saated with middin up ® - r
%0 . o e 19 . P 21 s " a passibly the United States. e
- Postgrad mCollege praduate o betlaground Sates e Dr. Khan said Pakistan had 1o build itself up as
Same college m 5. or less 204 Wiegeh L © o P a modern technological society not for the sake
Democratic Republican . . r' 2 . - W of facing InEila and protecting national integrity
A2 ey o NV | ®oun He Tt for the “sake of the entire Muslim world
L) B 18 Sl (O Az = oA which so heavily depends upon Pakistan.”
. o fx  |otsHaBembents. . Dr. Khan hoped that except for very large and
20 . 1 L 20 . b _ae - 'uu heavy componets and highly sophisticated
e 2 . s 8 o"a systems “we will be able to make most of the
. . States with high rebigious ) nuclear power plants ourselves.”
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e s ] ol ' - MO WA Assam), a distance of about 150 miles, A
R L el ey Magistrate with the police ks attending them and
L . . * the Commissioner of Assam Valley is also
a b L I il ° " present. They are extremely helpless and are
y s N being fed by the public. Some European
. p ; v
0] Y o . planters are trying to persuade them to return to
| ., 0 their gardens, But the coolies are determined
35 » N'g.". not to returm, No steps have yet been taken 1o
40 e %0 repatriate them. Many are suffering, some have
wie %% of non-white population Geraduates o higher education (W) already succumbed, several cases of delivery
= - 18 H T ;Q . 9'0 T oocurred on the way. The local people with
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Congress workers are taking great interest
and rendering overy noczible healn



NEWS IN NUMBERS
The number of people
who died in the
Vietnam storm

Typheon Yagl and subsequent
heavy rain have triggered
Ploods and landslides in the

country Injuring more than a 100 people,
At least 70 people were reported missing.
Typheon Yogl wis the strongest typheoen to
hit Vietnam in decades.
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The Palestinians killed
in the Gaza Strip since
October 7

Thi tell
2 32 deaths
in the last 24 hours, according to the
health ministey in Gaza, At least 54,925

people have been wounded in the Gaza
Strip since the war started. e

Follow us )

The fine to be paid by
Google in the antitrust
shopping case

In § billion, Gaogle lost its
° final legal challenge on

Tuesday against o European

Unlon penalty lor ghving its shopping
recommendations an Hlegal advantage

= HINDU

Number of days for
which Internet will be
suspended in Manipur
5 Thi State governmaent suspended
Internet services from September 10
o 15 amid imensified agitation by

students. The State Home department sald
that the decision was taken to curb the use

Number of CRPF
personnel deployed to
the State of Manipur

2,000
has directed
9 deployment

of two fresh CRPF battalions in Mankpur,
This comes after the withdrawal of twa

aver rivals In search results, ending a
long-running antitrust case. »

of social media for transmission of hate
speech and hate videos. m

Assam Rifles battalions fram the State. #n
COMPMLED I THE MINDU DATA, TLAM

cebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

On ANI's defamation suit against Wikipedia

Why has the news agency Asian News International filed o wsuit
1o reveal? Who can make and edit pages on the Wikipedia site? Will Wikipe

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep.

The story so far:
e news agency AN sued
Wikipedia parent Wikimedia
Foundation last month for
defamation, due 1oy
description of the news agency as a
propagator of govermment propaganda on
the website, Last week, a Delhi High
Coart judge threatened 1o order the
government 1o block Wikipedia it the
Foundation didn't provide details of the
users who made these edits,

il
edit war ensued among users - seasoned
editors on one side, and largely new
accounts that only edited the ANI page,
according to public logs of changes made
to the entry - for months, The agency,
which Largely syndicates video and text
Feeds from around the country 1o news
channels and other outlets (ncluding to
The Himdu), was describe

In the page's lnlmjlmlun wis smmllml
ot annotated, and erystallised o what
It says vockay: that th ey ks “acoused
of having served as a propagancda tool for
the incumbent central government,
clistributing mate rl.ql~ lmm 4 vast network

EVents on m
I:IN: descri

tiple occasions,” AN found
Ton, abong with a longer

ng these deseriptions,
They sued the Wikimedia
Foundation, which rns Wikipedia 1

st n-|1lf. to The Hindis, the
Wikimedia Foundatbon has stood by the
the descriptions in
that entry are borne out by reliable
sources (which include The Diplomat, the
EU [Hsinfolaby, and The Caravan
magazine), Users who have made more
than 300 edits and have an account that is
at beast pith obd are free o “improve”
thie page, the Foundation sakd.

What has the Delhi High Court
ordered in the case so far?

At the second hearing on August 20,
Justice Navin Chawla ordered the
company to serve three of its users with a
SUMMons o appear in the case,
provide "details” about these
dlemand appeared to be almed at
unmasking the Individual editors who
made these changes, something that o
Foundation has histor not done
outside the LS. Even as the non-profit
commimbeated with ANI's lawyers shonly
before the subsequent hearing on
Thursday, the latter fled a contempt
application. At the Thursday hearing, Mr.
Cheawla issu weerbal threat w order the
Indlian government to block Wikipedia if it
clich not comply, An "authorised
representative” of the non-profit was
directed o be personally present at the
next hearing on October 25.

Does Wikipedia face lawsuits and
censorship threats elsewhere?
Wikipedia has Beed bans and lawsu
Ffrom around the world by indiv slual~ andl
organisations that have been aggrieved by
descriptions of them, In Russia, Wikipedia
editors have been targeted with arrests
and Intimidation since the beginning of
e

ainst the Wikimedia Foundation? What has the Delhi High Court asked the Foundation
e blocked in India?

THE G

Wikipedia and some key numbers ‘

Britain and Germany . The *free encyeloped
of the indean Constitution, Amang them, the

By The Hindu Data Team

7, Inlia recorded the ifeh highest number of Wikipedia users

highest number of anicles wire in Urdu, at 2 lakh,
Enghish language had the highest number of articles, closely followed by Cebuana, a reglonal language spaken in the Phillippines

T8 cro
s articles in all but two (Bodo and Dog

The bigger the size of the rectangle, the more the number of articles

Chart 12 Thi chart shows Bhe countrios with th Largést numbar of
Wikipedia users in August 2024 thase in the Eighth Schedule
abillien
Urdu
2,00,860
3billion
1billion
+ 0B billlen oF 18 crore
Hindl
1 billin 163,579
1 |
: |
Great
5
s, Britain Indla
Jepan  Gemamy  France  Comada Spain
Assamese

with United Seat
i) ol thie 22 lang
odlowed by Tamil,

Chart 3: Thi char lists thi 23 languagis spoken in India

st followsed by Japan, Great
thanad in the Eighth Schedule
kch. Zooming out, globally, the

ANl is described on Wikipedia
a8 "pccused of having served
& a propaganda tool for the
incumbent central
govemment, distibuting
rinabirlakd from & vast netwark
of fake néws websites, and
FMSrEpONng events on
mmultiple accasions,”

Ineluding
In which Wikipedia articles are available.

-

At the second hearing on
August 20, Justice Navin
Chawla ordered the company
1o serve theee of its users with
B 3UMMONS 10 ApRear in the
case, and provide "details”
about these users.

i

167,473

-

I statements to The Hindu,
the Wikimedia Foundation has
stood by the ANI page, saying
that the descriptions in that
entry are borme out by reliable
sources (which include The

3 Diplorat, the EU DisinfoLab,
and The Cavavan magazing)

Dengat
157,123

Chart 3: The chart lists the 320 languiages in which Wikipedia articles are available, The bigger the size of the rectangle, the more the articles

English Cabiang [
840,671 G1,06,048 040,769
Vietnamese  Waray
French Russian Spanish Caech  Hungarian
] 198,759 1011605
Tatar  Romanian
Chinese
Swedish Dutch Illlllm Traditional :olllh
594,007 N6, 80 LT e
that country's invasion of Ukraine, In Wikipedia users” editorial slant have

2019, a German court ordened :In
it s

s, and ly all cases have
elther been \\Ilhxlnmn or found in the

non-profit's fvour, due to the country’s
Irenclad protections for web platforms,

The encyclopedia allows nearly anyone

to it posts, even without being logged
In. However, some posts on contentions
toples are restricted (sometimes fo
duration) to registered wsers with a b
record of making contributbons that have
been upheld by other users. Norms on
the site are decided by the community,
and may be enforced unevel nly. \kllh
articles on less notable subje

from issues ke advertising Illu' I.lrlml.uno

Does Wikipedia content have an
Ideological bias?
The current policies followed by
Wikipedia users do not have an explici
Ideologhcal Navour, These include
wubdelines such as having a “newtral point
of view,” onlly including "notab
Information amd having reliable sources
decided by the community. However, the
site is often accused of a progressive,
liberal bk mething that a few studies
have also attested 1o,

Conservative grievances with

] by become part of the discotrse
around the ANFWikiped s, Oplndia,
a right wing news portal i i covered
the AN lawsuit closely, has accused
Wikipedia editors of propagating liberal
“propaganda® on the site; has previously
revealed the dentity of an individial
editor wha started and contributed 1o the
entry on the 2020 Delhi riots; and has
criticised the sie’s deseription of the rlots
for allegedly downplaying attacks by

Muslim rioters. The portal’s editor on
Sunday vowed o put out a detalled
“dhossier™ outlining these allegathons,
Wikipedia's volunteer editors have |
general prohibition on Oplnia ani
since 2000, with the sive being described
Ty Wikipedia policy page on reliable
sourees by/for editors as “conshderad
generally unreliable due to [ts poor
reputation for fact-checking and
acouracy”,

Has Wikipedia faced eriticism for
content vandalism in India before?
Wikipedia has faced the Unlon
government’s ire at least once in the past
e to vandalism, The cricketer Arshdeep
Singh's page was briefly vandalised last
year, and then-Minkster of State for
Electrondes and Information Technology
Rajeev Chandrasekhar gald the vandalism
was Inconskstent with the government's

w dapanese  Ukrainian

Portuguase  Nerweglan

Persian

¥
I
}
|
|

|
Marathl Malayalam

15 other Indlan

Santall |ynpuages

principles for the Indian inernet. The
site's volunteers hiad quickly addressed
the vandalis i restricted the page to
experienced editors

The site also ers from a weakness
under Indian liw = unlike social media
compankes, it has no procedure in place
1o block access to articles after receiving a
court order, In 2009, the Wikimedia
Foundation termed a prior draft of the IT
Ruibes, 2021, which enable such blocking
orders, as having “the potential 1 lHmit
free expression rights for internet users
across the country ™,

Can Wikipedia be blocked?

However, Wikipedia may not be
completely immune from armawisting or
blocking. China, fi nee, ha
site blocked for years, While Russia has
not blocked the sie, it has arrested
volunteer editors of Ru gL
Wikipedia, and told search engines 1o
mark the site as a violator of Russian s,
Since Wikipedia content ks leenced under
what s called Creative Commons
Avtribution-ShareAlike Licence 4.0
e be legally minrored o
sequp thiast can edit and censor its content
as per government demands or individual
blases. Rawiki is an example of such a
fork, which complies with Russian
authorities” narratives on the
Ruissha-Ukraline war.
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Understanding ovarian cancer: its causes,
symptoms, and screening methods

This September, duri
lifestyle risks — can lead wo earl

p Rawool

Note: The information in this article is
provided as such and is not infended as
wnedical advice, If you have any concerns,
please consult your physician,
varian cancer is the most
lethal gynecok
malignanc
“silent kill
SYmploms are non-specific and o
serious conditions that lead to late
i prognosis, [nIng
a s among the top three
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! DAILY QUIZ

The September 11 attacks, commonly known as 9/11, were coordinated terrorist suicid
» al-Qaeda against the U.S. in 2001. A quiz on that fateful day

.
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ad to earlier detection and better
management of ovarian cancer.
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cancer’s lesser-known facts
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hereditary ovarian cancer case:
mutations Al or the BR
5. Women with these mutations h
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me other
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wer in high-risk women,

a condition where
SSUE ZTOWS ouls
inkisd i

id, endometriosis
r risk is low and radical
ures, such
alpingo-oopharesctomsy
OVArN Candcer 3

1o prevent
re rarely justified

wctors are linked to
k. For ¢xa
of taleum powder in the ge
en debated, with mixed

xperts including
y have called

arch to settle thes
Another emergin
concern ks the use of chemi
e studies have shown a
ible link between the prolor
nd an increas

dr

ple, the use
ital ar

from subtle symptoms to genetic and

Additionally, frequent use of hair
stralghteners, relaxers or pressing
products that release formaldehyde gas
a known carcinogen - may elevate the
risk of developing ovarian cancer. Again,
more research i required.

HRT, menopaw
counselling
Hormone replaceme

and genetic

process helps identify individuals at risk
for hereditary can and provides
ASUEs

pents. Through
personalised strategies,
genetic counselling ¢
outcomes and help reduce the likelihood
of developing ovarian
Ova n cancer may (20
knowledge is power. This Sepre mber,
during Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month,
understanding its lesser-known facts
from subtle symptoms to ge

detection, person: |1I\d.‘dl|u1[l
preventive strate
and others with this
save lives,

Anup Rawoal is a Clinical and Cancer
Geneticist and the founder of Sahaj
Genetics Clinic, Comprehensive Medical
Genetics & Counseling Cernter, Vid
Karmarkar is the founder and CEO of
Canseva Foundation,

Questions and Answers to the previous day's
daily quiz: 1, This country topped the medals table
with 220 medals in the Paris Paralympics. Ams:
China

2. These two Indian athletes became two-time gold
medal winmers at the Paris Games. Ans; Shooter
Awani Lekhara and shot putter Sumit Antil

3. Indla recorded a ome-two in athletics for the first
time in this event. Ans: Men's club throw F51

x bascamae the first Indian to win medals
¢ Paralympics. Ans: Mariyappan
Thangavelu [High jump T42 class)

5 India'’s youngest Paralympic medallist. Ans:
Armiless archer Sheetal Devi

6. The reason Dutch cyclist Careline Groat and
ranian powerlifter Ahmad Aminzadeh made news.
Ang: First and Last of the 549 gold medal
winners at the Games

WVisual: Name this neutral athlete. Ans: Ihar Boki
Early Birds: Varghese Joseph| Tamal Biswas| Tite
Shiladitya) Kevim Toms Skaria

at theee consecy
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Know your
English

K. Subral
Upendran

fad a good ||u..||| s sheep?”

“Oh yes, In fact, | fell asleep as soon as
I |||t 1|u' sack.”

it out like a light, did you?
"\n there Was N0 power Failure at our
terd
"I'um-r [

something about the

s godng out?
i your 1 went ot like ;

ih, yes., [asked you
jght. Do you know

“If someone goes out like a light,
Ie/she falls asleep or becomes

“Well, I diddn't become unconscious, |
menely fell asleep. Went out like a light as
sahd.”
yodl. How's your grandfather? Is he
an your father for not taking his

No, he has cooled down.”
s good. So, 1|m- he sit watching

hsr television,
V. is called the goggle boa? 1 didn’t
know that. | know it is called the idiot
box, but why goggle box?=

“Before | answer that, let me tell you
how the word is pronounced. The "o’
sounids like o' in “hot", ‘got” and ‘not

'So it's pogp [

“ Do you know what goggle mean:

“Diowssn't it mesan to S| it somiething
with your wide ope
“Wes, that's part of the meaning. You
e when vou goggle at someone, you
are at him/her with your eyes open
¢ surprised by what you
I gogled at the new shirt

see. | can say
e was w
“I think | under
called the gogele box. Most people who

and now why TV, is

ch it have their eyes wide ope
i many of them have their mouth
wide open too!”
nid while we're on the subject of
levision, I'd like to know why so many
WOMen arne parti bout what their
nose lowoks like.
Vhat are your talking abour?”
“I'watch a lot of foreign programmes,
Every now and then some woman says
“You imitist exciese me. Pd Hk
o lau

Why do |hu h'Lp powdering their
nose 50 often?™

Well, some time ago, we talked about
asking for the bathroom in a direct and
¢l manner. Do you remembe

“OF course, 1 remember. That's w
you talked about something called

“But what's the connection between
powdering one’s nose and going to the
bathroom?”

“Ifa lady says 1'd like 1o powder my
nose, it means she wants 1o use the
bathroom. It's an indirect way of asking
you where the bathroom is
“Powder-room’ or "powdering-room” isa
women's cloakroom or lavatory in a
]lllllll\ l>u:|d||||.. 3

f’JaNr\.Jh'd in The Hindus on May 4, 1993,

WA

Word ¢

of the day

SYNONYM: soppy
u

Age:.

Pronunciation: bity

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fso.dan

For feedback and suggestions foe
Text & Contest, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject Teat & Contest’

» -
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Choices before GST council

Rather than raise rates, the govt must fix the tax’s faulty
design and bring in larger transaction volumes

HE 54TH MEETING of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council
reportedly saw many state governments expressing discomfiture
over this broader consumption tax yielding lower revenue growth
incomparison to the taxes it replaced. The
bl to GST'S low revenue potential now, thanin the first five years of this tax
through June 2022, when they enjoyed guaranteed revenue growth of 14%
annually. Not just at the level of individual states, but even the trajectory of
gross G5 T eoll miayat best beay hing the pre-GSTtrend growth
now, after seriously lagging it in the initial ﬂvcmm To be sure, the addi
tonal impost on demerit goods, which

VERTHE LAST five years,

the electrie vehiele (EV)

Industry In India has

undergone a remarkable

transformation, evalving

froma nlche segment toa critical driverof
bard i bl

to compensate llwutam govm\mcntuforanyuhorlfall pmvcdlnuufﬂcbem
Of course, th andd the level of revenue guar-
antee being high. The cess was therefore extended beyond the compensa
tion period to finance the loans arranged to make up for the shortfall,

The ratio between GSTand the gross domestic pmducl (GDP)was 6.29%
forthe ﬂml‘lvcymmbl.mm]. 9% in 2023 24, Itmay
Ingsignsof pl Minus the cess p 1s, which Is how GST receipts
aretobe compared with pre-GST period, the collections are still stagnating
ataround 5.6%0fGOPAL first glance,tl
urgency for ralsing the weighted average rate from 11.6% at pmucnttothc
so-called “revenue neutral rnlc"[RNI{}chwcr I5% Put plalnly,thc reflex
maybcn......m.- i, for awide

tallyand exemp

In
nalisatlon1s nowworking against atlghmrdcadlhw.
However, it maynot beworthwhile to resort to rate increases for revenue
galnn.!\fteral] the cmmpmfpemwncnt RNR is fallible,as innovations and
y ereate new goods and services, As such,a task force
undenhc 13th I-1nmu:c Commisal.on h.‘ui computed the RNR at just 120,
T fthey ¥ yintheGSThasmuchtodo
with linfirmities, ratherthan | Significant partsofthe
levaluechainisn'tcap ‘l.w]mil.a‘a:(..ST\o\r]m:hlsu:»m:1'::'.|sumv\-'h3-I

ithon itself as a
revolution, it Is

sector. For [ndia to
global player in the EV

turm as It strives to attain Its EV30gD30
goals. In 2024, however, there has beena
slight decline in EV sales, as

e

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

® TRADE WITH NEIGHBOUR
Foreign minister 5 Jaishankar
W are not closed to business from China...
I think the issue is, which sectors do you
do business and what terms do you do business?

binary answar

© GREEN SWITCH
THERE IS A CASE FOR SUPPLY-BASED MANDATES OVER DEMAND-BASED INCENTIVES IN INDIA

Future-proofing EV market

AMIT KAPOOR

Chair, Institute for Compatitivenass

primary culprit behind the low adupl lon

pm:l\aalngtwo and three-wheeler EVs,

ul’ Wllothuh high priceco
E)

opposed to the Impressive growth rates
of more than 100% showcased since
202 2. This deceleration lsn't unique to
Indla lhnglnhalF\rinduntryimlmﬁdng

vahicles, making the former a less finan
clally viable option, An analysis of the
automobile market shows that there are
nnlythml Y murlulnwllhln the average

Tharefore g power bracket (Le. below €10

Ilm Ky drivers and Impediments to this L1l:h]mn|:punnd tomare than 50 madels
InEV growth b ul‘ICFvchiduInmu.\mpr!mrangn

thal to recallk the pollcles T loctive

India progresses swittly in its electric
mobility journey,
Theyear 2023 EVmar.

range of EVs In the price

ket record lis highest sales to date, with
around 1.5 million units and the four

wheelersegment reglstering astaggering
110 growth year-on-year {y-o-y). How

ever,in thefirst four months of FY25,4.7
lakh unltsof EVs wore sold in Indla, down
3.13% from last year, The decline was

the taxauthorities are tempted to adopt an artificial
of “services”, and end up burning their fingers, rhe]wftytax notices to IT
companies for thelr remittances to overseas branches, undler the reverse
charge mechanism, is a case in point,

As former finance secretary Vijay Kellar had pointed out, the practice of
setting tax rates “largelywith the objective to maintain revenue neutrality”
could be “counter-productive’, and make it lucrative for the fraudsters to
evade taxes, It may be hard to bring auto fuels under the GST ambit as states
wiill resist “loss of autonomy”, but there is a strong case for levying GST on
aak‘oﬂmﬂ ‘mdy- dei property. 1hinw‘|]hwlraiuct]wm
Ireacly taxed, butwould
hlackmmwgﬂ he GST slab rejig must simplify the structure by reduclng the
tax rates to two, including (a lower) merit rate, and eliminate some of the
exemptions to capture wider transaction volumes, A broader consumption
revival that the economy is walting for must not be thwarted with onerous
Indirect taxes,

Trump is the only one
threatening the dollar

DONALD TRUMP'S mmw for reelection Inountrcdun upmklnmu the rlmp.-st
darkest
Jatas avay from Amerh Iy Black weork

that means). They' e

Inky 1 by the weak performance
of the two- and four-wheeler segments,
both experiencing a fall of 11% y-o-y.
This decline in the sales trajectory set
agalnst the background of India's ambi
tious 30% penetration target m under

since 2019, the govern
mant has moved EV to the lowest gnodl
lces tax slab at 5% a8 opposed to
ICE ones, which remabn taaed at 2 806, At
the state level, all states have exempted
| Vs [ \

It's far more complicated than a black and white

minate solely with Increased product bon
of zero emission vehicles (ZEV) in the
market, The government of India, to
amplify EV production, has launched two
u:hmm lo Incnntlvlae prodm:llcm of

and advanced chml;try u-llail‘ntwlm

tery production). However, glven the junc

ture at which the lnduu:ryl‘lndn Itself in
reapect to the EV 30030 target, a stronger
palicy Is needed to augment production
and achbeve economies of scale, A ZEV
mandate ks what the country needs, Such
a mandate would compel automakers to
produce a specific share of thedr produc

thon as ZEVs, a deflanceof which could lead
tu hmavy munrbm'y I‘inul The mandate, if

EV. To reduce the burden of charging

conts for the people, 21 states offer subsl

dles on the cost of electriclty consurmed for
charging EVi.

bracket discourages widp- — ——— The varlous demand
d ack In a bid to produce  Incentives provided by the

The government of Indla . povernmentarein linewlth
has acknowledged the sig: cmi;melm the best practices adopted
nificance of this issue at var vehicles, the for BV pramotion world

luullmls.lthalelm\llnhed

industry has to wide,

However, these

manufac

tlumtnlmdu creditson thclm.nlwflhulr

hy producing EVs above the mandated
limit can bcuulrl mmarlu.-t rlum-minud
pricetoa

fil audl a nmndm ln t helrpmduc:inn
Hence,

mandate Iaapolentlalnumtcfnrinann
Ing revenues of automakers, This dual
nature of the mandate — as a legislatbon

Ivie demanid demand-side incentives | and incentive — s Ideal for the EV indus
frven ncnthesPromct of scalo that would  Genetualong il |y bt vould st stolen o
dotnand for EVi.1n 201511 culminate solely oy daption, It canbe | vatetoch heaper EVs,
Launched the fiest phase of with increased demonstrated by the fact India faces a mountain in its journey
Its Nlagship FasterAdoption  production of zero  thatthe reductioninsales | 1o achieving clean mobility targets.
and Manufacturlng (of amission vahicles nl‘clemkpmr\mrwzhl 'lhnuxhithaalmnahlelo::mdalu«g
Hybrld and) ElectricVehicles clunsimullm f hanndnn n demand
[MMFI poll:y. whi:h m\n lafter the d lhes, this his

the EV 30030 g

It attention. Even with unparallcled
prowth ratessince 2022, India's EV sector
was able to reach a meagre 2.1 3% pene

tration in the overall passenger vehicle
markat. At this juncture, the nation can

notafford a reduction in these numbersif
It akrris to achlove its environmaental and
economic Imperatives.

further 1 by
second phasein 2019, Undwhuth hinses
of the policy, major demand-driving
Incentives were provided to consumers
through subsidies of up to 10,000 per
kilowatt hour for four-whealers; this
reduces the price of many vehicles by up
ol slakhrnroumumm With FAME-IT
h.

cnclunlnn of the four
mkrflmmlubuld}'ﬁumthrlml“i
Henee this presents a case for India to
move away from the demand-driven
incentive space and focus on solutions
that encourage the production of cost
effichent vehicles leading to a fall In thelr

prtcmandgmlural‘fnrda.hdli:y
In efficientvehi

finallyendingin M

Many factorscontriby the low EV
penetmtion numbers intheeconomy. The

trlc [ muuuu

clna thc indultry has to achbeve a certaln

Scheme (EMPS), p | I for

lethatwould cul

not equipped to scabe the summit ahead,
Ach T A

wgeof approa
thon-based mandate would mto‘nly Hive
th try the accaleration It noeds b

alsa a fabr chance of reaching its destina
thon — a cleaner environment made pos
sible through an absolute switch to green
mobility in the coming years,

Co-aanthoved swith Kartik, ressarchor,
Institute for Comperitivenoss

India’s march towards deep tech

RAMEESH KAILASAM, FAISAL AHMED

& GAURAY GAGGAR

B0, Indiatech.arg, co-bounder, IS Resaarch, and founder, TOL Cube LLP

not. Crimae, he asserts, ks way up. 1t's down, Th he clalms, s In a shambl
The opposite Is more accurate,

Now, the former preskdent has come up with the dea that countries are avolding
thegmnhm:klhednlhm undmmanrnlcgc .theiepd\ll.canpmbdmtlal nomines:
sabd on Saturd ,uumnmdnh:ghu

As India embraces the deep-tech revolution, the
next wave of technological breakthroughs will
come from the labs and start-ups in the space

DEEP TECH REFERS to deep technology
that Involves path-breaking sclentific
‘I.nnuva:l.o«.]:imntmuhmu

b T foad " 2100 yourg
i — 11 things " gy i 1 ol b | "

suchacalami fmalk tistalke, it it I Itwere truly hapg

Ing —butit'snot. Thedolkristl s pel ency,whichis thesource sclentific di

of the US™exorhitant privilege” which all I Abudget deficits

In perpetuity and hmpllnlrml rates luwurlhamhwlnh;hl othwwl.ul)n ?o.amuvu
away from the dollar by forelgn Investors would make it harder for th
tharefore causing bormowing costs o splke,

For those not steeped In the forelgn-exchange market, Trump seems to be iiffing
off the"de-dollarisation"speculation that has cropped up In recent years, The think:
Ing ls that the US has "weaponised” the dollar through heavy financlal sanctions
Imposed on Russla, including preventing that country's mntmlbnnl:l‘mm.\:mnlng

wation itself but refiers to the cat
start-ups thnl ereatean Imm:l th

ideaForge Tech nolugz. a leader in un

I, are setting benchmarks, These com.
panies reflect a broader trend of [ndlan

possibilithes, and |:I.1m [ndla at the fore

has ralsed over 5214 million to develop a

that

front of global
The government of India's policles

sets new standards in Al-powered cus

thisecosystem.

Initia haw the National Mission

deep-tech start-ups an global

ating an emhllng power for thelr uam

wiete once the exclusive domain of estab
Ipla

Dueptech
cessing and computing capabilithes of a
higher nature that support decision-mak

lshed int

Ing. They can power new

rithmas, techniques,and intelligence,
India’s deep-tech journey has begun

wilh new-age rntrnpmnrurn daring to

on Quantum Technologhes and Applica
thons, with abudget of €8,000 crone,alm
to elevate India's capabllities In quan

tomer
Cell Propulsion, an electric vehicle
mhnnlnmrmn up.lndrlvlmlnnwatm

i:a fully Integrated electric mobillity selu

pr-currency! Assuch, e
ological leanings conflict with these of the US mightwant
tomove thelr reservesinto the currency of a more friendly
county. Indeed, wh I el ‘Brazll, Riis-
sha, India, China and 'iDulIlM'l‘Ih\ comvened in Cape Town
:smid 2023, mmmx.wm mponnd thwy nalmd the

it ightwork including how
the impact of

ROBERT
BURGESS

Waambarg

aanctlnmm:h an those imposed on Russla,

Itwon't bean easytask, Since Russka imvaded Uleraine in
February 2022, use of the dollarin ghobal transactbons has
only grown, jumping to 47.8% as of July from 38.9%,
according to SWIFT, the member-owned cooperative that
provides financlal messaging services to more than 10,000 Institutlons and corpo.
rathons in 210 countries.A decade ago, the dollar's share was less than 35%. Clearty,
the world sees a benefit In transacting business in a currency where the rule of law
takes precedence,

It's that commmltrent to the ruleof Liw that deaws capltal from around the world
to the US, Forelgn holdings of US Treasury securities have surged by §$1.14 trilllon
sncetheend ofzozuthwunhJmn.bcttmlnnthuﬂ 07 triflion underall fouryears
or1mmp Juwhyt iy dollar hened 10,2% under the

terweal 114 b'H.nmdm‘ the' rrump adminlstration, It
whythe MSCI USA Index of equities halsurgnrl-lI'Mh!:nthrundofzﬂlmallnult 17
thmes the gain of the M‘iC[AJI CuunlryWorld Index cmdlldilm tlm

What Trump how musch damage he didtothe
dollarwhile presid d tictable poli Alc threats
on theldealsthat undrrpdn the ruleof law created acrisls of confidence in America as
astable place to Invest. The dollar's share of global curmency reserves tumbled from
654 whaen he took office In 2017 to 60.7% when he left at the end of 2020 — the
lowest since 1995, Under Biden, the dollar's share of has stabilized, amounting to
58.9% at the end of the flrst quarter.

sznm.'l'rumpa 100% tarff" plan on countries that shun the dollar contalns a
rm] ﬂ-\w. It's puull]lu that such |:mh||dl:lws tariffs cmlld h.‘nr the npmsil:r ofthrl:

mtun oF us i d"lead daollar .Ulrh:h iI.mn;htllllll;l';‘l;I
hiead of forelgn-exchang atCl bankAC,
Monday. "]fthu U'i were tu Impose prohibithve tariffs ACTONK the board, they would
|

lobal economic system.”
[ IlwllonOulun:c who attacked wlndmllln Inthc mistaken bellef that they were
1mmpla nies or evils, But at least
Oubsulr. arl liatlons, finall to realise the folly of his quest and

et Trump has yet

s b ity d

\l:yruumumnpamulahnurluwunng tum computing. The draft Natlonal thons. Blotech firms such as Blocon and
I Deep Tech Start-up Policy 2023 s tar Syngeneare leading the way in genomics
! algo abiad-based ") launch geted at accelerating technological and persanalised medicine research.
of the Vikram ‘im:hu:in 2022, makingit growth, enhancing global competitive s deep-tech competition ntensifies
thrl‘iml Indlan private frn ness, and |:ml:|onlnx g]nhally. Indh’n uniqur strengths are
hafeat.ideal India as a k ! i wndation
India orgc hnology lsrevolu-  Start-ups continue  vencconemy. Inadditien,  in adcnm tnchnolugy. engineering, and
Inter thonising the UAV market to navi a the Ar Ihan National  vibrant start-up

nat story so far, However, a growing need
for hilgh-Impact, long-term soluthons to
global challenges swch as climate change,
healthcare, sustainable energy, and so on
has fuelled a shift towards deep tech.
Unlilee traditional tech models that repli
cate global standards, deep-tech start-ups
are ploncering new paradi gms, creating
first-of-its-kind solutions, Indian deep
Iedl Atart-ups ara reduﬂning the tech

with its advanced drones
which are used In defence,

Research  Foundation,

complex regulatory i, o edicated €1 lakh

homeland security, and  landscape besides  crare corpus, i investing
industrial applications. In -~ trying to attract  heavilyinrescarch invari
the fleld of quantum com and retain top-tier  °" flelds to ensure deep
puting, (N Labs Is leacling o tech Innovations align
the development of quan talent with natlonal goals.
tum-safe Daeep tech accounts for

sodutions that ensure secure data trans.

around 209 of annual venture capital

culture, and a nuurlamng ecosystem of
research instititions, India ks peaitioned
toassume leadership in the years to coma,
Mready ranked sixth in the deep-tech
ecosystem, the potential for India is
immense, although challenges remain.
Start-ups continue to navigate a com
plex regulatory landscape besides trylng
to attract and retain top-tier talent and
at to secure the much needed

misslon mﬂnn:
attacks {adoath bl

thewnorkd's
maoat complex challenges.

Tneddia's dewep-tech ecosys tem, currently
at around 4,000 start-ups, s expected to
reach 10,000 by 2030 according to estl
mates by the department for promotion
of industry and Internal trade, The deep-
tech start-ups ane working towards tack
an mﬁ“"'.’”‘ Idn_lll_engu_‘mlrﬂq;l\"ndvan

(A1), robaties, and biotechnology. Start-ups
ke Skyroot Acrospace, the fimt private
Indian company to launch a rocket, and

sacre communieation, Bason Pal uses
gquantum computing to accelerate com
putational fluld dynamics simulation,
essenthal for aerospace, automotive, and
manufacturing sectors.

Thie rhse of India's deep-tech sactor has
glven birth to a new breed of entrepre
neurs, the “deep-tech titans™whao are not
illal alminu forl‘imn:l.a]aummhul ane

Tives,

| Just 1086
a decade ago, Desplte global economic
slowdowns, deep-tech start-ups raksed
nearly §40billion in 2023 alone,
Governmant emphasis on Al and
m.\chlnnInarnlnglsm::imlmyalgnm
cant. Initkath
egy on Al and the establishment of Al
research Institutes are driving Incdia’s Al
:amhilmun Ginanl.al,a chga]unl hannd
Im U,

patient capital forlong-term R&D. Deep
tech companles often face longer gestat
fon pcrl.odn and higher mntn. mqulrlng
nerships to bring thelr Innnvﬂtlnnu tn
market, Deep-tech start-ups areequipped
to tackle India's most eritieal challenges,

As India continues to embrace the
dmp tech | rwulunnn the next wave of

They ane cmtlngtcchnoluulmhal chal
lenge conventional boundaries, redefine

THE EDITOR

Start-up failing

to learn lessons

Apropos of “Lessons from Dunzo”
(FE, September %), not just Dunzo

but many ather ance high-
anterprises have come down with a
crash. While each may have a different
reasan for thewr current position,

the nature of business is that not
avarybody will succead, For

success story, thare will be thousands
of othars with not such a happy

ending, The retail space is getting
crowded with players with deep
packets and new start-ups are gaing
to find it harder to survive. There are
all kinds of pressures on retail start-ups
including financial and regula
Regulaticns are often bypassed In
arder to beat the competition. But
saaner of later their short cuts retumn

ricsolutions that revol ustomer
service and fraud detection. Observe.Al

Abuse of drones

Reports of drones being used by
suspected militants in Manipur to
attack security forces ane troubling.
Manipur is a tinderbax with the 15
manth-old ethnic conflict showing no
signs af abating. Drones add a
dangerous new dimensicn that must

to haunt them. This is a oft

story but yet few lessons seem to
havae been learnt,

—anthany Henriques, Maharashtra

b sensibly d. Tha main
security challenge is that hobbyist
drones can be modified for sinistar
ands. In Manipur, it's suspected that

ghs will come
frnm the labs and start-ups In the space
that has the potential to put the country
ahead of the curve in innovation.

drones ware fitted with ammwnition
locted from the state armoury, But
this shouldn't force a reversal of the
government's liberal drone policy of
2021, Innovation is the bedrock of the
industry, Security agencies must stay
ahead and develop anti-drane
systams. Manipur should never have
been allowed to escalate, Thisisa
waake-up call, and a lesson for all.
~Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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Why is BJP worked up about
Rahul’s China, RSS remarks?

sl s perhaps the

favourite word that India's right-wing politicians

use to apin thedr own narvative about the politics of thelr opponents, They
wauld like the people to bell.euelhahhlslmtl.tm — its past, and present —

hias been nothing short af perSec‘t and
light om its searmnier side are “insulting”

working this strategy and
Rahul Gandhi, has been its

Mr Gandhi was thus found * 1n9ult|u

at the University of Texas
%mgh 15 to be belleved. In

who wants to throw
it m‘ has been the best at

e Opposition in the Lok Sabha,

frequent victim,

" India in the that he delivered
in Dallas the other day, if Unbon minister Girdr

fact, he even aaid that My Gandhi is a teaitor an

the Leader af
most

alwnys(gnmmes China over India", alao that it seems to him that he is theiv-

ing on China's money and

brand,

hence feels obliged to go sbroad and promote its

What ks it that Mr Gandhi said about India that invited the label of “traitor?

Reparts. say that in his
fosciis on manufaenr I.u? n
%:?raﬂnn nod m:ly inlr
t

h the Congress leader underscored the need to

while China is not as it

India, Pmmiwﬂa Elocmy pleture of em et

ndia ban eat, too, Mr hi aaid that India,

d other countr mavthe]:uuhlemofuump]ﬂym.em
raduction, There 1s ne sh { skills

in Ind with China

Japan, Talwan and

China leveraged

their availability of

cheap I'I'IG:DMN‘
to

only if it starts allgnl.ug itself for pmduﬂlm Mr
Gandhi reportedly sal

It i3 a universally ad-mnwl.edged fact that ﬂse
East Asian nations, first Japan, then Taiwan and
lately China, have Ieveu‘aged their aval'lahlllty of

manufacturing
hubs. The govern-

ments In these
countries made it "

cheap to become ing hubs
of rh.e wnﬂd They all started on the lower strata of
the value chain sn.dmtwedupwmh alowly, in the
process, bringing economic prosperity to their
people. As time went by, they invested huge]y in
research and development. and have become a
major presence. The governments in these coun-
tries played a big role in making it happen through

happen through
pelicy and funding.
ey and funding,

p:vmmﬂt]edh‘yfheml‘ Mr Giriraj & ﬁh:ﬂ) spabrsl introduced in 214
“Amma Nirbhar Bharat”, an ambitious called upon industries in
India and abroad 1o “Make in India”. prodect indeed notched substantial
gains, especially in defence producﬂnu h'ul failed to turn India into a major
manufacturing hub for the world. At a tme when India is facing the higheat-
Bver af unem) ent, the BJF and the government will do well 1o
mike necessary changes in policies and funding patterns and handhold
industries instead of hectoring i,

Mr Gandhi's observation that the RSS s an anti-woman crganisation has
alsn got on o the nerves of the BIP and its !Eukespemu& Thi BSS calls itsalf

voluntary ME mnisation and says it is working with a vision and mission to
“earry the nation m the pnmsc'le of glory through organising the entire soci-
ety”, True, it has a women's wing, but it s the duty of the BJP leaders who take

up the cudgels on behalf of the 5 Qanﬁh o explain why a that wants to
‘organkse the entire snciery"shnu]dl mit its primary membership to men, The
party must also realise that iy, unhi | and hatantiated

atbeﬂifcs to termn Opposition members “traitors”™ will eventually lose their
punsc]

Insurance GST: Pressure shows

he Goods and Services Tax (GS8T) Council reached a broad consensus

Tnn reducing taxes on health and life insurance premiums. Based on
the recommendations of a Group of Ministers, which was set up

&eﬂhcﬂ]]y on this issue, a final decision would be taken in the next
A1 reeting in November.

The geneais of the demand lies in a letter written by Union minister Nitin
Gadkari wrote to finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman on July 31 ealling
far the withdrawal of tax on insurance premium as he felt it is akin to tax-
ing uncertainty of life. The demand was immediately endorsed by
0 ition parties, including the Congress, and the allies of the 1'u111sg

onat

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Though it is expected to 200 crores
Lnlr th)feh u]l{ral exchequer, all political parties appear to have decided to
te t! ullet,

It is one of the few occasions that an initiative for a government decision
is traced to any person other than Prime Minister Narendra, 1 — sorme-
thing unlike Mr Modi. ']‘hrvuﬁh the BJF appears to remain confident, it
seems shaken by the lower than expected majority in the Lok Sabha. It
also indicates growing pressures on the Modi 2.0 government in accom-
muodating the interests of its allies,

While the decision to withdraw tax on insurance has strong moral
grounds, it is not based on sound administrative logic because essential

ooda like medicine, and paramedical services like diagnostics attract a

38T of 12 per cent. At some point in time, one could ralse a question on
how medicines and preventive d]agrlmucs could attract a 12 per cent tax.

Similarly, even an extremely poor person pays the same amount of tax
when he buys any particular commodity as a rich person would. It is
a]ways kmwm o everyone that a tax levied on goods and services is con-

ressive tax, yet no one across the world could do away with it.

[f the M i government coming under political compulsions seeks to
review the GST on insurance, it will open a Pandora's Box. It should,
therefore, frame clear guidelines to govern such demands in future.
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Manipur: Local ethnic ‘war’
turns into a national crisis

t began a8 & loeal eth-
nie "war”® betwean
the majority Medies
and the minority
Kuki wibal people,
but 16 menths down the
ling, the viclence in

Manipur has  clearly
o 4 natonal seeurl-
ty issue with charges

Yextermal” elements fish-
ing in troubled waters.
he violence suddenly
escalated during the past
ten days, but the disturb-
mg part has been the use
histicated drones
'y'lp m;]nn.dsofmck-
e1 pl grenades to
attack  civilians,  And,
there has been one
instance where a long-
vange improvised “missile
system” was used that
killed & Thyear-cld Meited
riest at the ancesiral
orne of Manipur's first
chief minkster M. Koireng
near the INA Memorial in
Moirang, in the state's
Biahnupur district.

The use of drones and
the longrange projectile
that was nr:g from a dis-
tance of at least 7 km is
what made the state and
Central security establish-
ment st up and take a

at the prevail-

ing situation. The use of

these weapons meant that
the attackers, whichever
shde they belonged to,
could strike at will from
their safe locations and
create havoe if they want-
ed o, Besides, it has also
raised questions as w the
sourpe of these weapans
because Manipur shares a
Aai-km-long porous boeder
with strifi-torn Myanmar,
ks 18 & serious cause for
WHTY use civil war-
torn Myanmar has any
number of militias active
the border with the
northeastern Indian states
and having in their pos-
session aophisticated
weapons  and  military
hardware even for sale to
raise
Already, Manlpur has
turned out to be one of the
maoat militarised states in

the  country. w]mm
maonths of the ethnic
lence starting on Mw 1

2021, agitated mobs, main-

looted weapons belonging
mostly o state security
5. Estimates say
argund 5000 automatic
and semi-automatic
weapons  and 500,000
vounds of ammunition
have been looted from
armouries and other facil-
ities belonging w the
Manipnu police. 8o, a
qu people in the
mshx] \l'alley suddenly
a lot of arms and
ammunition in melr
hands, and, this durd
hllsteﬂuﬁleemlﬂc c]anh

lenge in the state. On wp
of this, the Valley-based
Meitel insurgents whao
had bases across the bor-
der in Myanmar appeared
to have returned home in
the wake of the war in
Myanmar between  the
military junta and the pro-
delmcrachmllﬂm.

In the hills, the spotlight,
sw'tu(’%’)e

I.c upm-ge. has besn
on the 2000plus Kuki
ially lisr-
ed) under the banner of
the Kuki Natbosal Organi-
sation (KNOp and the
United Democratic Front
(UDF}, who has been on a
Suspension of Operations
(So(n) agreement with the
Centre and the state
ernment since 2408,
Rnk] rebels have been

Imphal \rang' u?aleauuq,r
the attacks nf‘L'ne Meiteds,
along with others, a
charge these Sol) groups

have denied, Manipur
chief minister N. Biren
Singh and his government

deal, expired in February
last and has not been offi-
clally renewed, althougl

the rebels are supposed to
be sl staying at the 14
designated camps. The
leaders of these groups

two battalions of
the Assam Rifles
from the hill areas,
something the
Kukis are upset

it's mqulmd to stay
for their safety

under truce say that their
weapans are under double
lock and key, with one set
of keys with the state
authorities, Huf, despite
such claims. the &
Enups have continued to
cewsed by leaders and
isations in  the
Imphal Valley of being
mvalved In attacks on
Meiteds,

Durmﬁ the past few
days, from Friday to
Sunday, chief minister
Biren *auu;n chaired two
Cabinet meetings and met

wvernor Laxman Prasad
Ra:hnga twice, alone on
Saturday and along with

ministers  and
MLAs of the u]mg
unday.

chief minister cles.uly m'ld
the Centre, through the
governor, to vest full pow-
ers on the stare -
ment to deal with the situ-
aton and give the

security forcea to the
state. The fact that the
chief minister has even
made such a (law
and order is in any case
state subject) is AUSE
Arrticle 555 b8 supposed 1o
be in foree in Manipur for
more than & year now,
What is Article 3557 This
provision states that It
shall be the duty of the
Union to protect ever
state  @gainst  external
vession and internal
dlsmurbance
By nkl.ng the Centre to
be more proactive (not in
so many words though)
and seeking the charge of
the Unified Commandd, the
state  leadership  in
Ipur seeks to send out
a message that it does not
have the full author
final say as of now in han-
dling matters on the

gpround. Besides, chief
minister Biren Singh cnee
again  reiterat the

demand for abrogation of

the Sof) agresment with
the Kuki rebel proups,
fencing af the border with
Myanmar and stricter
implementation of the ban
on Free Movement
Regime
Myanmar, The FMR, that
allowed people of both
India and Mysumar to go
up to & distance of 16 km
into the territoey of the
other country, has been
discontinued after the eth-
nic violence,

This indicates the fear or
suapicion of the Biren
Singh government that
alerments from Myanmar
gouls be nldiungﬁé(ukis

@ OHEn & ad
the border rvegions of
Myanmar is inhabited
people hel.m%h:g to the
same Kuki-Chi &wp "1
am not againt
nal Kukis Our ﬂmeat 19
fram the Fuki immigrants
who have been coming in
from  Myanmar,”  Mr
Biren Singh has sakl.

Dirawn into the vorpex of
the conflict is a section of
the Central security
forces, particularly the

J'smﬂnary AEAM

ifles, the nation's oldest
pa:'ami]mry force that
traces its origin o 1R95.
The Meitel groups and
leaders accuse the Assam
Riflea of been supportive
towards the Hokis and
therefore not playing a
neatral robe, The Assam

ifles, however, denies
this accusation,
Nonetheless, there is a
maove to withdraw at least
two  battalions  of
Asaam Rifles from the hill
areas, something the
Kukis are wpset about and
are opposing, saying the
Asaam Rifles 1s required
to stay for their safery
against the “onslaught
from the Valley".

If there is no end to the
viokence in sight, there i
also no solid attempt ar
brokering peace between
the two sades. The Lraged‘y
in Manipur, therefore,
likely to continue and
become a  longdrawn
Tattle,

Washir Hussain, awthor
and political commenta-
tor, is edifor-in-chief af
Mautheast Live, Northeast
India’s only satellite
Englizh and Hindi news
The vie Rty e
wiaws expre ere
ﬂfmpﬂsﬂnﬂ.
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WHY NOT MANIPUR

The reluctance of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to act
decisively on the question of

Manipur is impossible to

understand. His critics will for-

ever remind him of his failure
to visit Manipur when the state
required a helping hand. Now
the fires are once more spi-
ralling out of control as vio-
lence has seen a resurgence in
the state with an ex-Army offi-
cial lynched and more housaes
belonging to BJP leaders set
on fire. Use of drones in the
viclence means a bigger
threat to peace and stability in
the region. 'While the BJP is
leading from the front in its
demands to replace Mamata
Banerjee in West Bengal, it is
doing nothing similar for
Manipur where the situation is
far worse,

Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

NO TIME FOR KUKIS

THE CAUSE of the persistent
sociopolitical distress in Manipur
has remained too distant for Delhi
The strife is unending and the state
has long been left to fend for itself.
It would appear that that in com-
parison, the Ukraine and even the
Gaza conflicts are far more
tractable as we see  Delhi being
sought as a mediator in both.
Armed with successful outcomes in
ane or even both cases, it might be
hoped that Delhi would eventually

¢ that experience to good use in

anipur, Charity need not begin at
home,

R. Na an
Navi Mumbal

CBI'S PRIORITY

I8 THE CRI more interested in solv-
ing the gﬂaﬁ case at the R.G. Kar
Maedical College and Hospital rather
than the rapemurder case? It has
become  evident after the CBI
las s twming up a; ingly late
mwym the hgll ]I;]eammﬂageympe
murder accused wiven the case came
up for hearing at the Sealdah court
on September 6. Initlally, only an
assiatant investipation officer on
behalf of the CBI was p{'ﬁﬂ“t at lhe
court when the case came
ing. The CBI counsel appeared nu]y
after the judge took strong eﬂmepmm
to this, judge was even heard
asking whemer he should grant bail
to the aecused in such a situation,
Bujit De
Kolkata

All that India’s &

the afteemnath of the recent raj E murder
I case at Illnllast.as R.G. Har College

tal, the Supreme Court has declared
nmnmlnnmnnntaﬂ'mﬂ wait for anoth-
er rape for change

on the ground. This
mknmmwmﬁgmmnofﬂemm-
try underseores & that in India a
‘wornan is raped every 20 to 30 minutes. However,

it is always women who are often expected to
their innocence.

As a soclety, we have tradit framed this
ssue as “wiolenoe against women', rather than

\inst women”,
s it mcll;l
pmhlem a8 mmd in male behav-
hur Haweuu- holding the perpetraiors account-
challenges the patriarchal

lxingllsl“mmsvlnlern
mnda

e that

able
shields men and suppresses
demards their 1

women really
need is respect

and equality

aq)ene'm highlights
s i 6)
lenoe against women is

responsibility.
ctation women to validate their
e issue where vio-
BB A8 A4 Woamen's
problem rslher than a broader societal iss
10 rape cases are reported in lmllx
with &0 per oenl involving minors, whils mnm-

MOre g e ing to 4 Thomsan
rs Foun: , India is ranked as the
nmdmwmu it warmen,
r1 o m
s In'henm.ahnut
at gaining votes vather

Y T s

attempds to address the lssue
In our political system, hlxma and finger
18 oversha n!uw:dve pmhlem
salving in India. When all that governmenis and
political leaders focus an more is blame
to ous administrations or other parties
ey than addresaing it 45 a sockal issuwe togeth-
er ﬂl! problem eontines to perpetuate,
Wh!lainlmlsﬂmmil is always men, But for
WOINAT:, EVEEY man can be ved as a
pmgnMﬂmLMmhmmﬂmmuMnf:nn—
victed rapists shows do mid
mmmmnwmjmlml lracﬂnnm
may hlame thelr vietima for dressing provoeative-
]Enrhehwhginwsﬂnmypertedwssmm.
even argue that all men commit rape, but
anly a few are caught. This troubling attitude s
o these who are less aware of the

permnate thess harmful views, mispuiding
young people and reinforeing dangerous stered-

Mplymdngthnbﬂhﬂmpu‘hlh:md
mexdia ﬂ'll]y veact to some HpE CASES,
ongoing epbdemic nfmunl-rhlmne
asn:lalsewhm COnSEtANt HEws of
such cases ean lead to desensitisation Father than
s:a]lmacﬂ.nn Every instance of rape should

ln mme Mﬁlm—nwjnﬂw nations, the panish-

nm!’nrrs.pelallmmnmh_lnllﬂin.hwmr. m

mphxl e s rliu']dl:rl m‘ﬁmml is,
o its ut! t
MWMHMHE ot e
where the offence umnwmmmitdmndnhe
death sentence, Howeyer, years of data shows that
does not effectively lower vio-
1ent:|-hmrsln mcmdingmpemmm
l-ﬂihm gangrape case, also

lulwnanlhe pe case, s a wellknown
example, where punishiment was given to
the convicts.

Mmmﬂsmmmmmmerﬁnmgue

hirth to expectations for in India. In this
cagg, the Supreme Court ruled that the severity
with which the act was pe cannat be
averlooked, and there was no nf)uisnptlnn.
Hmﬂnmuailhmllrlh

The term “rarest of rare™
i t which i o awanﬂ l:a])dm

i it sparingly. It recommended that the
udges should cumlder factors such as apge,

premeditation, mental illness, mdrz}
criminal history, before opting for the
pemmy Setting such criteria essentially
the death

individual's behaviour before deciding on
execution,

We have several rules in place to control such
heinous crimes, but when it comes io implemen-

Y T Y

fon, we are founi
Isvlewedrl

wearing shoot or revesl|

i lacking, As a result, the
iffevently, resulting in a mis-

dlﬁhh%.: n$h.l We have nmldﬁ?:m‘:mh‘g

yet they appear to be riddled

w‘]lh loopholes.

One af the ways to address societal lssues lihe
sexual violence 15 to sensitise boys through a
value-based education in both homes and
schools,

Education can mnpnwer individuals, and pro-
mote res uality, which can l:hal]mg
Tharmiul :nmu.n.inawhm liters-
oy rates are low, rion about
rights and kga!prntu:tlnnliswplully]aw whlda
ﬂm mmﬂ'h\m to & higher p

Mammmmr.wnmdrequmangw
mm—h:th.almmmgandm states —
crme together to ngmmnegym

effect a dum@ in w: A peree]
o it b o ly b especs



