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A risk-averse
pivot by RBI

Geopolitics calls for caution, but are higl
interest rates justified when inflation is being
driven by food prices?
he Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) has left
the policy rate unchanged at 6.5%. This 1s the
tenth consecutive time the MPC has left interest

rates unchanged since it kst ralsed them in
February 2023, Monetary policy's stance, hmwwr hns
al of ac

Case for compassion
guiding the judiciary

Justice is not merely
about applying laws in
arigid, mechanical
manner, It involves a
deeper engagement with
the human condition
am often asked the following
questions: Having fought for
Freedorm and justios all your life,
why are you now bullding a
movement for compassion?

Aren't the ideas of justice and
i 7 Can the

been changed from the withd
to meutral in the katest meeting. This is the first change

strong hand of the Ml.clal)‘('mugr
from a place of deep compassion

in policy stance since June 2022 Both these decisi

are on expected lines and most analysts believe that the
MPC will begin bringing down interest rates from its
December meeting,

But would it not have been better to cut interest rates
in October itself?

The MPC itselfl has noted that the economy is in a
good place as far as growth-inflation balance is
concerned, The former is robust and the latter seems
to be finally aligning with the 4% target. Annual
projections for both growth (7.2%) and inflation (4.5%)
have not changed between the August and October
meetings of the MPC. Also, the reason why the inflation
s still high is food prices, which has very litte o do
with monetary policy, The positive rhetoric about
growth notwithstanding, it would be wrong to angue
that interest rates that have been high for long have not
hurtgrowth on both consumer and investment fronts,

The key question then is whether the MPCs.
staggered pivot — first stance. then rates — is
unnecessarily risk-averse behaviour, This newspaper
woulkd have argued on these lines even a month ago.
But geopolitical and hence economic waters have
become significantly muddier in the last few weeks
because of the escalation of hostilities in West Asia.
Brent crude prices have surged from $70 per to $50
per barrel in the last month or so and continue to be
volatile, The presidential election results in the US,
especially if Donald Trump manages to take the
White Howse once again, could notch up the policy
uncertainty dial even more. Hopefully, the MPC will
have more clarity about both these questions when it
meets next in December and this is reason enough to
make a symbolic pivot rather than cut rates and change
policy stance together,

To be sure, this tempumry rnunmle does nuﬂ'llng o
doaway with the r 1a facing
the larger economic policy environment: Are high
interest rates justified when inflation is being driven by
food prices?

Dominant parties
and niche brands

ssembly elections in Haryana and Jammu and

Kashmir were a crowded a ffair with numerous

political groups fielding candidates, But the new
legislative assemblics reveal a near bipolar picture,
with the BJP and Congress dominating in Haryana and
the National Conference (NC), its ally Congress, and the
BIP filling in J&K. Among those vangquished are the
People’s Democratic Party and Indian National Lok
Dal, which have led governments. Add to this the
Janmayak Janta Party, Awami Ittiehad Party, and J&K
Peaple's Conference, and evidence of a political
bloodbath emerges.

Voters are no longer willing to back inconsequential
players in an electoral battle, Nothing in politics is
etched in stone, and this trend too is unlikely to be
permanent or uniformly replicated across the country.
What is true, however, is regional politics tends to see
pulls and pressures for and against large umbrella
parties and niche regional brands. In Haryana and
JAK, the pull was in favour of the big players, which
offered to be umbrella parties, nppenlingmalfrm
everyone, In Haryana, the polarisation and
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tion of the court systems, the corrup-
tion and apathy of officers, and the
unending delays in justice are all

nect fram the sullering of another, at
level.

L
emance, police and court systems.
Thiese systems cary citinens Lhmqyl
Lhae laddhouit bl s

an
When a you rsan enters the
Jccd young pei

ol services, it iswith thedrive ol
suller

where o simple handwritien better by a
concerned ciifzen was admbtted a3 a
PtL ||| Indla, allowing a common per-

ey, Finally, the funetion of the [uel is

ing, The knowledge and skills she:  they

ch the highest court of
llwumnllywl]ulw instance of vialo-

P
Justice delivery system. Compassion
will be the encrigy souree
even for the strictest of laws
and most robwst instiutions.
Just as a car has little use
without fuel. the justice
delivery system will not
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conducted bascd on thelr com passion
uotient, which we ane now develop-
g, Thedr performance must be cvale
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Justice is not merely about applying
lawsina rigid, mechanical manner. It
vy with

this through
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the past several decades, |
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for Justice that
reach the most marginalised in our
Country.

Thae absence of conypasséon within

Justice PN Bhagwatl the. sm]n:
muu judgL of the Suprense Court o
Lol i e e, @ boed me o see him.
W shared our experiences with him
== the exploitation, sulfering and the
Jmp\l nity. He was visibly distraught,

asked me o write

haarimsed, he created a
wilderness. For speed and conve-
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Fowind that the misvber of eldld sexual
abuse cases pending trial has
imereased from about 71,0000 2007 o
abaut Z¥G.000 af the end of 2023, At

et went on fo hsmmuﬂwimdmnk
cnse of Bardheia Mukst Mareha v Usion
of Indlia, where justice Bhagwatl wid-
ened the definition of bomded Wbour in
India and laid dnr'ﬂ the national

Can there be a greaver farm of justice?
Qur onganisation Bachgun Bachao
Andolan hexd been fighting for years 1o
estaldish thatwhen children go miss-
ing. they do not vanish into thin air.
There is acrime that has happened. In
2002, the then Chief Justice of India,
Altamas Kabir, passeda hisioric
ment n our case stating that when a
«child goes missing in Incis, there has
o be a presumption of an offence of
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narman eoncition, recogmising the suf-
fering and hardship experienced by
those who seek legal recourse. Conr-
passhan in the judiciary does ot impy
oo promise of legal principles or an
erosionof objectivity and exsctness. It
emcourages juclges o adhere o the law
Euﬂ also g wml:l ulu-lum of the
W, 0 (e provisions in
ways that u;uld ML%UM rights.
Undboubtedly. we neod to continu-
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It is not only the stalwarts of the
Tndian Judiciary who have acted as
champions of compassion but also
judges ollm\-er couris who perlips

ousdy
thons, But ultimately, it B human
bl:ll s like you and me who execue
sliver justioe. Ard we want those
M ﬂk mm'ing\hh«l of power o sheer
d gulde & onthe

s, It hun\ywim
passion of kwyers, ;rm"rnlrrnmm
cers, public prosecutors, and police
officers at every level that coms passion-
ate justice can be defivercd.
Compassion training must be inte-
grated into the trainingod judicial and

P Comp bring
the necessary urgency. action, and
il respansbility to ensure that
legal outeomes serve the cause of
humeanity, fostering & mare just and
equitable world.
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Indian cinema entertains,
but also unifies the nation

Ray, capturing the essence ol its
unifying power. Indlan cinema,
with its vast linguistic and cultural diversity,
brings together people from every corner of

13 inema speaks a universal lun-
‘ guage,” said filmmaker Satyajit

1EY, R b shie i eoim
mon emations and experiences. Whether i's
a Tamil drama. a Hindi blockbuster, or a
Marathi indie film. cinema fosters a deep
sense of bebonging bridging divides and
e nding us that despite our differences. we
are one.

e of Indilan i Hlesin its
ability to transcend reglonal and lngulstic
boundaries, making [va powerful force for
matonal unity. From Faj Kapoor's classios like
Shree 420, which resona

tution of ldia, A film released in Hindi and
Urdu won the Golden Lotus For the best non-
Feature fm.
Muchal the nihilists of language politics
u;ur the fact remains that neardy 75
the makingg of the Republic of ndia
w||h linguistic states, mlwﬂm of the past
v kargedy eroded over the decades, There (s
nadrnymg that Bollywood has made Hindi
widely acoeptabie. But that is only one big
mpunofﬁlnu on diverse strands of Indian
socety, The second her‘g mpact & 0 make peo-
ple aware of "ot linguistic Froupa and
Indentities, fostering o deep, abid
unity in the diversity of E& Brarae,
Bharat.
That's mone than a sogan when It comes 1o
Indian cinema which

mnma

o Mani Flntnam’s Rfa, which found nati
wide acchudm, [ndian Hlms speak o
language of emotions thit everyone
nnderstands. Films lile M5 Sathyu's
Garam Hawa and Bimal Fay's Do
Bigha Zarriin rermind s that storics
of struggle, love, and triumph are
not confined by borders, proving
that cinema is truly a unifying foree

It is this universalism of cinema
that is celebrated every year when
the best films. best directors and best actors
are honoured with the National Film Awards
by the President of India. This s not an eye-
dzling, head-tarming event wiich is usually
what U]l‘k‘l’ such occaslons are. It is an
acknowledgement of mlem the talent of
ercaton, 5.0t ls alsoan

Ashwini
10 bndin Vaishnaw

inably | i whao biring
wy:lhu thelr talent to create magl-
el entertalnment undergirded by
universal beliefs across politcs, soci-
ety, culture and that unguintifinhlc
thing we eall monls and ethical val-
s thaat bind us asa people, and the
people as o nathon. In fact, no Indian
story has ever been told without
these universal cements that under-
score ethics, values and morals and
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Climate crisis adds to
mental health worries

18 Mental Health Day (October 100,
Indin has reasons to be wary, Recent

of lmventory

rbbulrru'rlnlhrslhmn‘ghnw

dm mmhn in miental

|
ingg e highest number ofmuﬁhwai&“wlch
According to the Natlonal Crime Records
Bureaw, 171 lakh prople died by sulcide in 2022,

otirs, inic [ prchialric "
anxiety. 8! I L

mental health diagnostic practices. misalioca-

etwoess 3% and 57%, and o UNICEF eport

By
telepsyehiatry, wmubF Noakb stcen

which only the inner eye of the film- in seven, 1510 other echnologies, India can gen-

miaker and the viewer abone can discern. The ummummhm'ﬁmmsmm- mml-dm:'mdut Informs adaptive men-
told — the Ri leadingtolong-  tal health strabegies.

nndimhbhmﬂm = serve 1o prove this term implications for mental well-being and Transic el health care from react

L

The other cormman strand in our cinema s
the ease with which our filmmakers erase
dlmlm malkrﬂ that are at the core of sode-
That

alirmation of India's many-splendoured,
many-hued diversity of languages and dia-
hocts which together weave the magical tapes-
ryalthis gu:u nation’s uadly m\d mninue o

hn‘l llumhpm:tmwumxmﬂul'm
telling (n Dmdia: Be nant rllnn.puwlal flms,
e mokdern:

or
g, B"l'l' ﬁlm: we are mmml lqtnhn we

integrate

her,

who speak hundll'ﬂsdhnwagrs. nndllklr
several offspring dialects,

The uniquencss of the National Film
Awards is evident in the fact that ameng the
est flm winners i Sikaisal (If Only Trees
Could Talk), a Mm made in the Tiwa lan-
guage. This is the language of the Tiwa peo-
ple. a Tibeto-Burmese ethnic group whose
mernibers are found scross India’s Northesst,
and in Bangladesh and Myanmar. For the
T0th Natlosal Film Awards. the government
mlmmmin:ﬂm%mh
the feature flm category, and 128 fkms in 17

mobilisation seem to have favoured this trend — the
Congress, despite its historical legacy as a big tent, lost
to the BIP because it was seen as the voice of a single
dominant caste. In J&K, a similar trend favoured the
NC and BIP in Kashmir and Jammu respectively.

Small parties, however, are important because, in
their best avatars, they represent interests/ groups
that appear marginal to dominant parties. In some
states, especially when there is a pull in their favour
on account of mobilisations, they are co-opted by a
dominant party as allies — in Tamil Nadu, for
instance, the DMK and AIADMK have been generous
inaccommodating smaller parties in alliances.
Dominant parties in Maharashtra, where elections
are due, are wondering if they can be aggregators on
their own or need to rope in marginal players.

In the non-leature category. In the
fenture Tl canegory, the Golden Lotus Avward
was won by films from four Indian kg

one of them being in Haryanvl. Five Hlims
eivch froem e Hindl and Tamil

Naartu Naari, a song from the Teluga nusical
RRR, which has won an Oscar and a Golden
Globe, proved to be a super hit not oaly in
Trackin bt round the workd, cutting through
i mggusagee, ethnicity and nationality,

To elevate Indian cinema on the global
stage. the government is focusing on three
cone pillars —developing a robast talent pipe-
lirse. enhancing Imwuuuurnr Hilmmakers,
and simiplifying processes (o empower stor
tellers. The government has recently
anngunced the establishment of the Indian

overall guality of 1k,
In both urban and rral areas, climate-in-
duu!i disasters such as heatwaves. dm‘lshl!.

ive, post-inekdent treatment o etive pre-
wenghon of mental illness due (o cimate mpec
demands robust ImFii:mlmml.on on the

mmmltlcs]mmdulnglud dis-
tress. The boss of liveliloods, foroed
mbgration, wned weakenod social cohe-
sion all carry mental health conse-
quences, I addition, anxety over the
climate crisis itscll — | effocts on
natkonal security and personal safiety
= gan couse deep emiational strain.
Researchin the Intermational Review
of Psychiatry showed that after
Cyclone Fand devastated Odisha In
29, affected villages saw asurgein post-tran-
matic stress disorder, severe anxdety, depres-
siom. amd suicidal ideation. Similarly. d

Aparna
Roy

ground However, Ini
Infrastructure is severely inodeguate.
Onily 3% of mental bealth patients
receive treatmient, and the National
Mondal Henlth Susvey reveals a treat-
menl gap of over B5% for common
mental disorders, largely due 1o a lnck
of awareness and access, Indla has
only 0.7 mental health professionals
Fa cvery o lakh — fisr below
= the global guideline of at least throe
per lakh.
Lastly, addressing climate-induced mental
health challenges requires a collaborative
approachithat poes beyond govermment efforts,
Agomprehensive community-driven. loclly-led

prone states like Maharashira, Mad)
desh, and Ct ks ey =

of climeate-resibient mental hméll!.

he Silver Lotus, with films rom Mul.nu'lllm.
Gugaratl, Kannada, Haryanvl, and Bengali nlso
winning the award, Silver Lotus Awards were
conferred on 10 films from the linguages
fincluded in the Eighth Schechle of the Consti-

THE UNIVERSALITY OF
INDIAN CINEMA 1 II.SI\ II‘:
ABILITY TO TRANSCE!

REGIONAL AND LIN
B \I)\HI MAKI

Institute of Creative Technology. reflecting Despite chear links, India's mental health — trict adoinistrutions js essential ASHA workers,
our commitment Lo ostering creativity, and | il fortheroke  who have been vital in |.I.IN|.( heslth delivery,
ensuring that Indian civema remalis o pow- of the ciimae crisis F p progr e uslnulal cadre of
erful force in both national and t it Togrammeand hased mental heal
ghobil entertain il ['the the N I Skl Pr lon Strategy focus — These responders, tradned mm»gllmamy
rtesl b of peimurily on clinleal causes, overlooking the  signs of distress caused by cli-
exporbences and inderactive enterainment, Tivironmeril il mosc-nelted events, would serve as frontline
Aswe look o the futire, the role of cinema hendth challen o extrerne woather,
i Bk Blhariat, Shreshtha Bt becomes even Tinvirgent for India 10 adopt an aggressive International mm.pmlc vilhishle les-
more significant. In a mpdly evolving world, strategy thirt i -m:.ln b Mngqllmm a
Indian cinerma comtinues o inpovate and disaster response policies imo all aapum of  capacityb
expand its horizons, el diagrosts lders lod men-
anly refloct our diversity but sl ucture while tal heslth <5 and interventins, India

shared future. With ('R‘ryl'rlnt Tndian ﬂ]m

fechinical, and capacity gaps. Cutrently, policies

makers push th
ensaring that cinema remains a mwﬂ'm cal-
alyst fior unity and progress ina connected,
Forward-looking India.

~ Ashwtnt Vatshnmw (s Union minister for railways,
information and brondasing electronics and

s
lation, leading to fragmented strategies. For
instance, mental health programmes often

wonile] reprlicate this approach inregions prone o
chimae disasters, By beidging gaps between
finstituthons, leveraging data-driven technolo-

and fostering community-based mental

ignore the long-term peycl ical impact of th imerventions. India can build a mone
1 wmity  resitient o ogrs
Akey challenge with effecti Aparea Ry s a eflow amd o,
1 il health Clirmaie Chasige and Energy, ORF.
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BJP needs to show grace
after Haryana poll victory

fg:rfecd; legitimate for a political ?arly and its leaders to take cred-
an elactoral victory especially if it is won against odds includi

s.nu incumbency, but it s against basic democratic norms and politi
decency to label pelitical opponents in the darkest pessible hues, That is
why the response of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the BJP's victory in
the Haryana elections and the increased vote share in Jammu and
Kashmir fails the test of & that the winner is expected to demonstrate.
It iz almost akin to the Congress directing its ire to the electronic voting
machines when it loses an election.

The Prime Minister told his party cadre who gal.hemd to celebrate the

party's victory that the Congress and its allies were “indulging in an inter-
nxtlnux] conspiracy to damage the country’s democracy, economy and
social fabric” and that the patrints of Ha & taught them a lesson so as
“mot to allow such anti-India” polities”. Curiously, Modi would even
charge the Congress and its alliance partners for attacking the honour of
institutions such as the Election Commission, the Army, police, judiciary.
And he would call those who petitioned the Supreme Court for better
transparency in the use of electronic voting machines urban Naxals.

Prime Minister is very well within his
right to credit the victory to the ‘development
litics' of his party or to the ‘anti-development
talking of a %lmcs nfhlspo 4 ents; political ps.mgs can
take on their adversaries on ideclogical level.
However, it is not for the Prime Minister of
country to present himself in the garb of a
nationalist whe is fighting the anti-national
farces in elections.

It is ot for him to call his fellow citizens and
partakers of national politics as urban Naxals
and anti-nationals. It cannot be that all those
who question the decisions and actions of the
state and its arms as haters.

‘The BJP has been talking of a 'Congress Mukt
Bharat' since 2014 and the call got shriller after
the near decimation of the Col at the hus-
tings and its winning historic seats in the
Lok Sabha elactions. It prompted the saffron party to envi an India
where the Opposition does not exist. The slogan got unprecedented trac
tiom in the satfron parivar with several elders echoing it, frightening Lhe
peopl.e of the return of the Emergency days when the r of the ruling

uated the prime minister with the country. Like the Congress

L'hen it did not eccur to the managers and spin doctors of the present rul-
m.g party that India is 8 democracy. with warts and all, and that opinicns
that go against those of the ruling party are an easential part of very

nileea The peaple tanght the BJP that tough lesson in the 2024 Lok Sabha
election.

The Prime Minister and the BJF must realise that the people refused to
give them a simple majority in the elections; it is incumbent upon them to
work with the other parties which need not necessarily share all their
ideas. That is the mandate of democracy. Being restive at the prospects of
E‘I\lmg democratic space to the Oppesition is not the best signal a Prime

inister can give out.

RBI ‘neutral’ as future uncertain

e Reserve Bank of India-led Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) on
Wednesday ke})l the repo rate — the interest rate at which RBI lends

— unchanged for the tenth consecutive time at 6.5 per cent. Howaver,

it unanimously decided to change the monetary policy stance to neutral,
citing inflation concerns driven by uncertain geopolitical scenarios and

stubbornly high food prices.
P'neviml!]s', e REI's monetary policy stance — policy direction in com-
mon man's parlance — was one of ‘withdrawal of sccommodation’. which

means easy monetary policies are hemg with-

policy drawn. Accommodation and tightening are two
extreme ends of the monetary policy yardstick.
A central bank typically opts for monetary
accommodation when it wants to push econom-
ic growth of a country through promoting con-
!umgralnm'l by lowering interest rales Ifth.e CETI-
k views inflaticn as a bigger concern to

it than economic growth, it opts for monetary
tightening, which discourages consumption by

uncertain future — inrveasing interest rates.
mastly because of  The current policy direction is neutral — nei-
the escalating erisis ther accommodative nor tightening — whlch

crisis in West Asia though both economic

growth and inflation are in able zones. In his post-policy state-
ment, the RBI said that it will remain unambigeously ﬂtcu&edom a durahle
alignment of inflation with the target, whils supporting gb

Referring to recent reports on the likelihood of stress mldup ina few
unsecurad loan segments like loans for consumption purposes, microfi-
nance loans and credit card outstandings, RBI said banks and NBFCs need
to cal ly assess their individual exposures in these areas, both in terms
of size and quality.

In & major initiative aimed at protecting customer interests, the REI has
barred banks and NEFCs from levying foreclosure charges or
penalties on any floating rate LE:?D Iogau sanctioned to mdan{Pﬁm w
ers for purposes other than business.
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How ‘social engineering’ led
to BJP triumph in Haryana

{
“‘, Nilanjan

Mukhopadhyay

The power shuffle
in March, from a
Punjabi Khatri to an
OBC Saini leader,
was another step to

Election
Commission of
India called for
Assembly elections  in
Jamman and Kashmir and
Haryana, a victary far the
Comgress in the latter was
considered a given — all
ined to be deter

mined by the El.ecmral
oeess, was the extent of
BIFs defeat. This view-
point gained ground due to
mepa.mranﬂme[.‘mmgw
ernment's failure in tack-
ling two agitatioms that at
one stage appeared to have
ﬂecapacm}'mdﬂm‘almlly
weaken the party all acrass
northern India, especially
Haryana The two agita-
tioms were the farmers’ stir
and the wrestlers' protest.
The issue of unemployed
youth denied from 2021
onward a long career in the
defence forces and lifelong

st-retirement  pension
Emuse af the “Apnivesr™
scheme, was appended to
these and a theary was ])ro
pounded — that
was dominated by me
political narratives mmlv
Jawan, Kisan and
hwan, and these framed
the BJP as being respomsi-
ble for desperation aman
the three professional caumI§
munities.
These narratives would
it was

the intell

other side

The sense was S0 OVEFROW-

ering that when in March
the BJF

this
cﬁ‘mmm Manohar
Lal Khamr with Nayab
Singh Saini, whose legisla-
tive career Imd
in 2014, the majority of
people dismissed the move
a8 & desperate act to extri-
cate the ty from the
MOrass party was
m. It was consid-
an act of desperation,
conceived without much
thought becanss just a day

nisia on the
s fence.

earlier, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had praised
Mr Khattar at a public
event, recalled their ald
association and the days
when how he rode pillion on
Mr Khattar's  motorhike
wlulelhzjfm)edmntparw

1‘}|e party’s seclal engi-
neering in this move was
overlooked. Instead, the
BJP's adversaries concld-
ed that the party junked Mr
Khattar bacause his
nance was riddled with fail-
ures and shorteomings and
only 8 new face
chance to shepherd the
party o power again. Few
id much attention o Mr
ini's CV and termed him
as a8 low-profile leader.
Almost ulu\!rsally the
importance of Mr Saini
being an OBC leader was
overlooked and why the
BJP replaced one noa-Jdat
leader with another, fram
the Punjabi Khatri Khattar
to Mr Saini.
For decades, was
loaked &5 & Jat fefdom with
szﬂizr alternating between
“three Lals” — Devi Lal,

Bansi Lal and Bhajan Lal —

al\d th!wmga\&‘ms

Br r:m'l.dm ended
&nw\dsrch 2005, ‘hmnéd'e"
Prakash Chantala made
way for Bhupin
Hroda, another Jat leader.
When the BJF seied power
with a slender majority in
200, it 3 nén%p nm-Ju? at
as CM In Mr Khattar. This

Maha-

when ]aarlemﬁ\xm political-
ly dominant communities,
the Maratha and tribals,
were  overlooked, and
instead Fadnavis
and Il'.aghubar Das were
appod
1‘}|e mwr shuffle in
March, fram a Punjabi
Khatri to an OBC Saini
leader, was anather step in
the direction of consolidat-
nom-Jat communities
ind the BJP. The
Congress virtually named
Mr Hooda as its CM face. He
refused to accommodate
other Comgress leaders,

mpst notahly Kumeari Salja,
a Dailt, and Randeep Singh
Surjewala. This heightened
the fear of Jat hegemony
amang ather
castes.

Significantly, the
Dnn ess almost matched
the BIFs sceial mix of ean-
didates: 20 OBCs for BIF's
21, 11 Punjabis or Sikhs to
the same number of Punjabi
Hindus put up by BIP, two
Baniyas of the gt
five fram meB.IP Howaver,

ut up 25 Jat
Bm‘llﬂm while BIP

the af non-Jats — if
b et ScoRpe party
leaders and their support-
ers, this sentiment would

bmﬂi manaumem system
for instance West
BengaLwhere the Trinamul
Comgress' infrastracture is

extremely well organised.
The decisive victory in
Haryana gives a push to the
state becoming one from
where the BJF's hegemony
oimes. almast permanent
ar_extremely hard to dis-
lodge, like in Gujarat and
ME. After three successive
virtually

clean slate prior to 2004, the
party is close to establishing
permanence. The credit for
this goes to the central lead-
ership and not its state lead-
ers, the BJP in any case does.
nat have many of them, save
the likes of Yogi Amq'anam
and Himanta Biswa Samm
It is a different matter

the B.I'P ‘s central I.esdenhl
has destroyed 8

A
IJr;EAanE stjf]e of function-
a5 neads o

into 8 more

d\ namic  party without
e?gpmmmngmpumupla
af democracy.

While the verdict from
Haryana will give the BJP a
push towards  retaini
power in Maharashira
mgammg it in .I'hmthx.ncl

percolate to the
and they wauld he
all a\\enuesl.opﬂv%
There are lesson: the
Congress in losing the elec-
tion which should have
been theirs. First, the
party’s central leadership
must be more assertive and
disallvw dominant satraps
to impose their hegemony
over gtate umits, espacially
during  elections.  The
ratbonal leadership failed to
rein in Kamal Nath, Ashok
Gehilot and hel
in  Madhya  Pradesh,
Ra]ssﬂmn?nd%rmemsgx{lh
re: vel T the
Asmw o polls e

act  was
Haryana.
G;nugams ]eaﬂemhlp needs.
to rediscover merits in
organisation building.

ite differences within

F, it has to be accept-
&d that its electoral machin-
ery is extremely well-vdled
and runs smoothly with
aides of tn|1 l!ad!rs uucro

manzging the

paign. It must Ile rlmed lha.l

the only states where the

BUP faved hurdles in estab-

hshmg |ls hegemany are
those where ﬁ principal

adversary has an efficient

Kashmir bestows it with
respansibility to respect the

Tew government tofunction
and not ham|
in the UT,

years. It is time for the BJP

to making

and lientenant-governors
act like its handmaidens.
With the humungous and
& organisational
netwark  of

guberm‘mm] }l{lgﬁl:!! truly
T SA1. rym\e
pa:'; the BJF with the
f]rst real opportunity to
reverse the downward trend
seen during the ¢4 Lok
Sabha el.ecums W:Lh this
win, it can m'atzr;lse hener

Inr]m
R e
hend..andwenmallybelhl
Auwthorjourmalist
Nilznjan Mukhopadhyay's
latest book isThe
Demuhtmn The Verdict

: The
Daﬁnmw Bmk Ram

LETTERS
WHY BJP WON HARYANA

Political analysts and exit
pollsters were forced to eat
crow on Tuesday when the
BJP came from behind to
beat anti-incumbency and a
faction-ridden Congress in
Haryana. Granted it was too
close to call, but bias caused
the media to get it wrong.
More than anything, the
Congress failed to win due
to the negative narrative it
was pushing in the print and
electronic media. The ruling
BJP won as the pace of its
development projects were
well liked by electors. The
replacement of CM Manohar
Lal Khattar by Mayab Singh
Saini was also widely
accepted. The BJP lived up
to the expectations of the
populace and “double-
engine” governments were
seen to be working.

Yugal Kishore Sharma

Faridabad, Haryana

DHANKHAR'S HYPOCRISY
VICE-PRESIDENT Jastecp

Dhankhar continues to talk
his hat The other day at a function
in Delhi he said the Northeast is the
“heart and soul of India". If that is
true, or if his sentiment sincere, then
Manipur, which is the heart of
hearts, is distra t. It is almost as if
it has had a continnous heart attack
for the past 15 months. S0 many are
dead, 0 many others have bost fami-
lies and uupen% and there is a com-
law and order. But
ime Minister Nare:

gt(m wisit the state. The Manipur
was recently heard claimi i
iz okay. Why doesn't Mr Dhankhar

put his money where his mouth is?

o
NOBEL FOR WHOM?

‘THE 2024 Nobel Prize for Literature
will be announced on Thursday.
Some say it will go to reclusive
Australian writer Gerald Murnane.

he 85-year-old is best known for his
1062 novel The Plains, and has alsa
composed the world's longest palin-
drome. Also in contention is
Chinese writer is 71
year-old has twice been ]ong—]]smed
for the International Booker for her
novel. Love in the New Millennium,
and her story collection, I Live in
the Slums. Other favourites include
Haruki Murakami, Cesar Aira,
Thomas Pynchon and Margaret

Atwoad.
DB Madan
New Delhi

Every Monday the best letter of
the week wins 500, Email:

il.com

Inter-Services Public

Bhopinder a‘

Singh

Why India needs
to be watchful as

new spymaster
takes over at ISI

‘you want to read the tea leaves of the direc-
tion that those who run the povernment of

nce (ISI).
pastm

mr-gmeral af Inter-Services Im.e]

Eab],yﬂns&embdnm aclnas

brldgebe!ween ﬁ:mcee me
Pakistani “establishment™ i the ml].t

fic announcement by the
R&e]aﬂ.on! [BPRIeuﬂﬂmudr.hatLt Gemn. Asim
ik would be the new 151 D-G.

’I‘helsl -G can !lgmﬂ:anﬂystmped\emmml
, as the “rel minded™ D-G ISI Lt
did in s ing
coup, ar his succ
did

essor Lt Gen
in the 1980s" I8I-CIA
campaim in Afghanistan. 7 could alss har-

Gen. Muhammad
Gen_ Zizul Hag's
Akitar Abdus

'), civilian uuclnna.r.‘mde
Ergan.ner E\lpu%aﬂml rgt
and the & -

imtment of Lt Gen._ Asim Malik

chnd.ceofLLGe!LAm Malik lslmﬂcaﬂveofme

wasunuewsnfu'hnﬂ\emm
prospective candidates were (if at all), and a cryp-

infamous
{“father of the Taliban ") ar be
'b‘lgnt.edand"mrﬂwat“mnel.r_ﬁaL.'lwed Nasir,

mnmmmmemamnm

“petired” superiors at the Rawalpindi GHEL
Today het&ne! the consequences of siding with
Imran Khan, who was ﬂ.ng against the
Pa]dstml“umbhslm had
I him, earlier. Esseuuslh' each 181 U-G
1eft an indelible m'lprmtmlhenxt
as they were in a position to Isreitmsun
ir and fsan bel In many

like Lt. Gen. Asim Malik a o

From the heartland of ml

5 {Sm‘gudha)mdhaﬂlq;ﬁmlmm;sl
d Lt

Gen. G]m].nm Muhammad Malik Himself 8

important,
is nat expected to be “anti-West", i\‘e‘uﬂuthehas
trained in Fort Leavenworth w 8 Army
College of

UK. These international exposures and also as the
rare serving soldier with a PhD. on the sensitive
-US relations”, uf;htmaﬂ'mﬂ a

mea-

sennEth lends itself to
al)pmachﬂ}illty t:be us omer'ﬁ‘esm
reception from

est"]SID-Os'IJkeLLGm Ahmed&u!hahslm
Gen. Mahmud Ahmed in recent times.
Henahnmdmkrepadhtamehmmr
siondst politicians from the clerical order or the
likes of iban Khan" (fmran Khan), whose pol-
ities temd to be regressive, puritanical and reac-

tionary.

The Pakistani mhﬂ.shmt"samumhem

tlamaingm:urtm;ﬁu pmﬁaurem:
of frran 2 inchd-

ategic nuance,
sure in putlook. Given that his send onlnmand
responsibilities of a brigade and a dl\dslnn hhawe
entailed counter-terrorism operations and croas-
fire Emm scmae the Dura'ud Line {Pakistan-
ts from the

Khan's regime,
ing “sorting cut™ former 181 DG Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed. At thi

charged a8l ia can
never lower its guard with any mp—ra'ul.ung
Pakls‘lam genera] let alone the head of the Inter-

ity for l'sklslanb “establishment™ to retain its
mmbmmdﬂmhmmwmﬂm
teryin

attacks and ities on

The writer is a retired lieutenant,
r lisutenant-governar of the.
Teobar felamds and Pudicharry

ral and a
and
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Behind the curve

MPC is taking too sanguine @ vicw on growth

he Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
T meeting this week decided to stick toits

guns on rates for the tenth consecutive time,
holding the repo rate at 6.5 per cent, while softening
its stance on liquidity from ‘withdrawal of

dation’to 1", The ch d st

liguidity will not move the needle mllch, because
market interest rates have already trended down in
recent months on the back of improving liquidity
and ample foreign portfolio inflows, which have
moderated the long end of the yield curve.

The MPC has justified its 5:1 decision on

holding rates with hawkish commentary on
inflation, accompanied by a sanguine view
of India’s economic prospects, However,

) incoming data suggest that the growth
momentum isa cause for concern. There isa
risk of the MPC falling behind the curve in
easing policy rates in time to support the
economy. The MPC has chosen to stay with
its optimistic real GDP growth projection of
7.2 per cent for FY25, same as in the August
review. The Economic Survey aswell as
many private forecasters peg India’s real
growth at 6.5-7 per cent this fiscal. The MPC
cites a healthy kharif crop bolstering rural
consumption, besides strong business and
consumer confidence and improving global
trade as supporting factors. However, many
high-frequency indicators have been
signalling a slowdown in India’s growth
momentum in the last three months,
stretching beyond the
general-election-effect. Core sector output
contracted in August, while automobile and
tractor sales shrank in Augustand
September. Growth in GST collections
slowed toa 40-month low of 6.5 per cent in
September. Both manufacturing and
services Purchasing Manager Indices have
receded from peaks. For Q1 FY25, India Inc
reported its slowest pace of profit growth in
four years.

While the above-normal monsoon will
likely lift agricultural output, the two largest
economies in the world are grappling with
slowdown fears, creating disinflation risks
for commodities. These risks can spill over
to India. In Q1, GDP growth at 6.7 per cent
significantly undershot the MPC's
projection of 7.1 per cent. Given that rate
cuts usually impact the economy with a two
or three quarter lag, a cut now would have
been timely. In fact, two exiting members of
the MPC argued in the August meeting that
high real rates were holding back the
economy from growing at its true potential.

Oninflation, the last two CPI printsat 3.6
and 3.65 per cent have been below the 4 per
cent target. While the MPC expects a“big
Jjump’in September, it also admits that food
inflation may ‘sequentially moderate in Q4"
due toa healthy kharif harvest, ample buffer
stocks and a good rabi season, Yes,
geopolitical risks which can flare up oil or
industrial commodities remain a risk, But
these are ever-present and it is moot if they
can be quelled through monetary policy.
With its all-out efforts to keep the inflation
horse stabled, the risk is that the MPC
might end up doing the same to the growth
horse.

POCKET

BRAVIEANTH

"..and this finfluencer is podeasting
with audio and video muted!”

HIMADRI BHATTACHARYA

he MPC of RBI in its fourth

bi-monthly mectingin the

current fiscal, which

concluded on October

decided tohold the policy
repo rate unchanged at 6.5 per cent, with
one dissent vote from one of its newly
appointed members.

“The stance of the policy was shifted to
“neurral’ from ‘wit dof
accommodation’ for the first time since
June 2019, This decision was
unanimous.

‘Theouteomes of this meeting of the
MPC are broadly in line with the
market's expectations, althoughon the
Essuc of the stance of the monctary
policy, some prominent analysts didn't
anticipate any change. Their argument
hasbeen thatas things have evolved
since the introduction of the flexible
Enflation targeting framework in 2016,
I.Mpnljcvstamt is more :ﬂxmt )

mom ;uppi\'and liquédity. And in the
recent past, the MPC has steered clear of
providing any future guidance about its
rate decisions,

Another aspect of the meeting's
outcome that has caught attention of the
observers is the dissent vote bya
member in favour of a cut in the policy
ralcby?.ﬁbasnslpoun:a Ineach of the last
two meetings of the MPC, there were
rwo dissenting votes fora rate cut.

However, with all the three external
members being new this time, it was
thought unlikely that any of them will
vote against the three REofficials on
the MPC so early on. But the fact now is
otherwise, which should be seen as
pasitive for the reputation and
credibility of the MPC. The equity
market experienced some early gains

s

businessline.
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MPC’s nuanced ‘wait
and watch’ approach

RATE PATH. The shift this time lies is in the change of liquidity stance to ‘neutral’

again, averaging 4.5 per cent in FY
2024-25and 4.3 per cent in the next
fiscal, Food inflation has remained
clevated at 5.65 per cent.

The MPC, however, has kept the real
{'Dl’gmmh projection for 2024-25

afla the poli wcemment which

later on. The yield on the
bcmhma.rli 10-year G-Sec moved abit
lower.

GROWTH, INFLATION PROSPECTS
In the bead up to the MPC mecting,a
wiew was gaining ground on the back of a
shower GDP growthof 6.7 per cent in the
April-June quarter, below the REI's
projection of 7.1 per cent, and signs of
soft urban consumption that gwmh

ped at 7.2 per cent, with the
projection for (1:2025-26 a tad higher at
7.3 percent. The lower GDP growt

The MPC expects a significant
pick-upin CPlinflation in September
Iroadly in line with the conclusions of
the poll referred teabove.

However, it expects food inflation 1o
ease by (4:2024-25 on better kharif
;trm‘.l[s and rising prospects of a good

lm'bmus points by the end of December

}im er, NOCommensurate
indications in this regard have been
noticed in the movements in G-Sec
yields and 1-year Overni
r:m. However, if the f

npat cost
alsol:h«.h toease, Overall, CPI inflation

onsistenthy and if there is
noflare upin the crude oil price duetoa

number for the first quarter of the fior 2024-25 is projected at 4.5 per cent marked escalation in the current
current fiscal is most possibly scenasan  withQ2ar4.1 percent; Q3at 4.8 per geopolitical tension in the Middle East,
aberration caused bya fallin cent; and Q4 at 4.2 per cent. the MPC s likely to slash the policy rate
ﬁu\‘emmcnlcxp-cnélumd.lm'tu the CP[lnl‘al:onforQl :2025-26i ¢ Ty 25 basi ither in (Q4: 2024-25
helding of parli Prof dat 4.3 per centvis-d-vis 4.4 per oranl ZD*’;Z&.
during that period. centin the last meeting: The very recent The 515t meeting of the MPC also
upturn in key commodity prices, marked eight vears na’ntsnmslem:c The
FOSITIVE OUTLOOK ('spccls]lvmlalsandcmdemll; dopti of flexible i

Going forward, :hemloo& for private
d investment scems

risks were getting tilted tothe
Manufacturing PMI falling to an
eight-month low and services PMI
easing toa 10-monthtroughin
Septembeer, 2024 supported this
Empression.

Against this backdrop, the general
expectation has been that |ho meeting
will provide insight into India's broader
economic growth trajectory.

Annual CPlinflation at 3.65 per cent
in August remained below the target of 4
percent for asecond consecutive
month. Notwithstanding the dip, as per
a poll conducted by a wire agency afew
weeks back, inflation was likely to rise

. On the whale, the MPC does not
resee any notable downside riskto the
country's growth trajectory in the
foresecable future. In other words, there
s no slowdown story vet.

If the food inflation
behaves well and if there
is no flare up in the erude
oil price, the MPC may
slash policy rate by 25bps
cither in Q4 or Q1 FY26

possibly being seen as a source of risk 10
the inflation trajectory, as above.
However, by the REI's own admission
the Last mile for durably aligning thL'

framework wasindeeda s:gn-ﬁun:
structural reform. [taltered and set
right many of the inadequacies and
imperfectio s.of the conduct of

Rreadline inflation with th
per cent has not yet been :mw:n\'d ycl
The metaphorical ‘horse’ hastobe
tamed to stay inside the stable.
Otherwise, it ean bolt anytime,

What happens after the shiftin
stance?
Befiore the meeting, a good number of

market analysts c:fw\'sﬁu.lznupmlon
that a shift in policy stance to neutral’
would imply commencement of policy
rate cuts bater this fiscal ivself, Some
expect the rate to be cut by a cumulative

inthe past. Equally
importantly, it irreversibly reset the
institutional mla:mnsh-plmu eenthe
REBIand the Central government.

Fiscal dominance over monetary
m]ic}' has largely ended, as a result. One

pes that the same benefit will extend
to the conduct of the REI's policies for
the financial sector inthe foresecable
future.

The writer 52 former cencral basker and a consultant
t0the MF, (Tivough The Biion Press)

Pitfalls of being driven by politically correct fads

An IMF paper’s correlation between women's STEM representation and emissions is problematic

—
TEA Srinivasa Raghavan

mlli-ocmsn: (hm ito|11 h:uv!ﬂ'l"i\l

the female STEM ranking? We boalwc-n
the developed countries. Our women are

IMF has o0 me ous with

intriguing picce of research
which, unfortunately, also seems rather
pointless: women stand tolose asthe
world turns increasingly green because
not enough of them have what it takes 1o
geta green job, namely, education in
science, technology, engineering and
medicine (STEM).

“This is what the |

T hcmmlcsdcpanmﬂnof(bc

safer th here, at beast inthis
regard.

INDIA AHEAD

Thus according to the World Bank
“India’s share of female graduatesin
STEM at42.7 percentin 2018, was
higher than comparable data available
forthe S at 34 per cent in 2016,

A liaat 32.1 percent in 2017, and

*“Men hold about mpwmnorlh«. Germany at 27.6 percent in 2017,
world's polluting jobs, so.one might It'sinteresting that both the IMF and
think that they haw maost tolose Iwm the World Bank are saying the same

the e thing. This d thappenveryoften.

women are alsoat risk uﬂosmﬁuu:. —
because too few women study the
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematies (STEM) subjects that are
wital to the green jobs of the future.”
What both the IMFand the World
Bankaj r to be concerned about is
underrepresentation of women in the
upcoming less polluting industries. The
salaries and wages in these industries,
they say, are higher and women will miss

Both are saying that countries where
women lag behind in STEM education
should make efforts to catch up.

The IMF economists say “This (topic)

STEM. Not ensugh women sioceors

It's hard to understand, however, why
gender should matter inan economic
sense. Politically and socially it does if
theobjective is tolevel the plaving field

After all, votake but one example, 15
per cent of pilots in Indiaare women,
three times the global average. Indeed,
IndiCo alone has around 800 of them.
The planes don't care,

Actually, sociological issucs arc also
unclear, How does it matter if fesver
women work in certain industries? As
longas they get paid as muach as men, it
should make no difference even
sociologically,

‘The paper makes a huge leapin logic
when it says that “Countries witha

rshare of STEM-cducated workers
and stronger gender equality policies
u:n.dmlm'c sm:prrmduni.onsin

climate pohcu: . Emissionsintensi
these countries is 2 to 4 percentage
points lower."

This isn't obvious even intuitively let
alone logically. Gender should make
a'bsolutdL noddﬁ‘n‘ncc cltherlotlw

is significant because green jobs between men and women.

da substantial wage premium But it reallly ought not vo make any
over other jobs in the cconomy, even difference in the labour market. Aslon[;
after accounting for workers” educati astherear h hands to combine

and experience, as our caloulations
based on several representative
countries show.”

withcapital to pl'oduce something, how
does it matter whether it'sa maleora
female hand?

dendly
tcc]mol.o‘pcsorlo licies.

look at China, It hasa low
STEM ranking for women but is doing
very wellin climate friendly policies and
rechnologies
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Status quo stance developments while fostering

The decition of the REIs newly stonamic stability and long term
y Policy B 3

Committee (MPC) 1o keep the repo M Joyaram

rabe unchanged ak 4.5 per cent for Shatacndan (TN

e tenth COnSecutive Monetary

policy review does not spring any
surprise, with feod mflation
continuing to stay clevated.

While the manetary policy stance
has been changed by the MPC from
withdrawal of aceommodatian to
meutral, which allows the BB to
reduce or hile rates based on the
inflasion trajectony, the pane kept
the retad inflation and GO growth
Forecasts unchanged.

This refers to MPC keeps repo rate.
unchanged; changes stance to
meutral’ {October ) The Monetary
Palicy Committee (MPC) retaining
the repo rateunchanged a1 6.50 per
cent by amajority of 5 out of &
members, did not come as any
surprise

However, MPC unanimousty deciding

tochange the policy stance to
meutral from withdeswal of

rate cutin February, isastepinthe
right direction

But a6 regards the Rl Governor's
candid observatson stating that
‘going forward the maderation in
headiine inflation could reverse, it
could perhaps be attributable to
highly unpredictable (read: weather
prone) kevel of food inflation.

SK Gupta

hiew Do

wiith i

volers.io

security risks. The articte Healthy werk piaces’
The Bit"s solid victoryin Haryana {October ¥) made for a good read
s, 3 Lty win that weowld hedp it Job security for employees, one
refurbish the Prime Minister's image feels, isvital to keep them ftand
262 MOSE popular leader. s timing healthy.

wiould raise the BUP's bargaining
prower vis-h-vis s partners in
Maharashara, reestablsh its leading
rle, and enhance its chances of
winning there and in Jharkhand.
However, this success theuld not be
PM.

This refers tothe et “Pollvauit™
(October 7). Ahigh posnt of the
recent State Assembly ehections is
the seellar wary the Election

¢

Mo doubt, shifting

For example, he will gain more
paychelogical advantage if he
replaces “Modi's guarantee™ with
kit of his party i pubdic and party
meetings

But then, having appointed them,
MARAZEMEnts Can triin' them to suit
the needs of the organisation and do.
et shaw thevn the doar on flimsy
grounds. OF course, the suocess of
ary organisation hinges on how well
i drvicdes the tasks and assigrs the
work to people.

Neediess 1o sy, humran bengs need
continuous encouragement far
doing thewr bit inthe best possible
manner.

mwgvmenwgh MJB!‘D(IM U‘\.!M'gwugyr!ﬂldll"ﬂglotu!ﬂ par liCull'y in Jaenmnu B Kashmir W‘m shmdormq«
resp 1o futire petasaprecursontoa  whereitdrew morethan 60percent huse Chanes
Pobiithed by Mirmala Lakiivnas aad Prined by Prarvien Sometirmar o1 HT Abieia Lt ot Na.L, idyes) Viar, Graatee Ko Dinte. Gastam Buch Kagar, L5201 06, oa behal of L 600002, [ter: Raghuvir Srinkvaan ([0 the PR AcE), BN T

M g [
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Offline CBDCS’ potential

Financial inclusion in areas with poor connectivity

—
5 Yash Kalash

i the evalving digital global
I economy, Central Bank

Digital Currencies (CBDCE),
whichare digital sovereign
currency, issued and regulated by
anation's central bank, have
promised to enhance payment
efficiency, reduce transaction
costs, and strengthen monetary
policy implementation.

But while online CBDCs have
garnered significant attention,
the potential of offline CBDCs —
digital currencies operable
Without COnstant LIIEEHN:!
COnnECtivity — m'n:msl::g\l\'

unexplored, The promise of
offline CBDCs is particularly
need in countries suchas

India. A substantial portion of the
country's population residesin
reghons with poor intermet
connectivity, which makes it

CONNECTIVITY. With other
payment systems vital

CBDCwallets can communicate
with other payment systems once
connectivity is restored, for
example.

This requires developing
protocols that allow for the
synchronisation of offfine
transactions with the central
ledger without compromisi
security, Inaddition, robust
encryption and securc hardware

harderto .M.iupl digital payment clements in; devices are esse n'llal

platforms that £ d against

connectivity, access and\wmwfﬂlmrlmtws.
Collaboration between the

nm’\ismuovsemcu Reserve Bank of India, payment

By enabli service providers, and technology

wmhoutmm:nums internet firms will be vital to creatinga

connectivity, offline CBDs can secure and interoperable

extend financial services to CooSystenm.

remaote and underserved regions. Further, regulatory

Users cam conduct secure, frameworks will need to mandate

poer-to-peeT transactions using
digital currency stored on devices
such as smart cards o mobile
wallets, which synchronise with
the central system once
conna:im:\'ls restored.

SBDCE

stringent authentication
processes to prevent fraud and
double spending, especially given
the offline nature of transactions.
The government will need to
ustabllsh chear guidelines ondata

wuuld thus cmpowcf rural
while reducing Muancemmh
transactions.

Moreover, offline CBDCs could
enhance the resilience of payment
infrastructure by L-nsunngthc
continuity of financial services
during network outages or
emergencies. Offline CBDCs,
financial transactions could
continue uninterrupted during
matural disasters such as floods,
allowing individuals and
businesses to access essential
goods and services.

For farmers, it would mean
timely payments for their
ce; for small businesses,
efficientt

il , storage, and sharing
practioes to protect sensitive
personal and financial
information from breachesand

s,

For the RBL, financial stability
considerations include managing
the impact of CBDCs on
mionetary policy transmission and
banking sector liquidiy.

Establishing independent
oversight bodies 1o monitor
compliance and address
grievances can further strengthen
governance. By prioritising data
privacy and robust governance,
India could ensure that the
integration of offline CBDCs
mhalvms its digital public

ure without

suppliers and customers; and for
women, greater financial
autonomy and security.

India thus presents a
compelling case for integrating
offline CBDCs into its current
digital public infrastructuse.

To seamlessly integrate offline

compromising individual rights
or economic stability.

By leveraging existing digital
frameworks, integrating offling
capabilities for CBDCs, and
developing a hybrid system that
operates both online and offline,
India can ensure that the benefits

CHIDAMBARAN G IYER

he news of increasing
mobile phone exports as
wellasinvestment
announcements for mobile
phone assembly plants and
fewr P f ing faciliti
may make one believe that India seems
vohave finally caught on to the mobile
manufacturing bus. The production
linked incentive (PLT) scheme
announced by the government iz
undoubtedly one of the reasons for these
desirable outcomes in the industry. Will
these be sustained beyond the PLI?

One recent mobile mamufacturing
and exporting success story often cited
Tas been of Vietnany; where well-known
manufacturers were given huge financial
and tax incentives to set up global scale
facilities and their ecosystems.

For every mobile phone produced in
Vietnam these global facilities save
sizeable number of dollars, which when
multiplied with the millions of mobiles
that are produced runs into billions of
dollars. There s ample evidence now
thatin terms of local linkages and
upgrading of domestic firms these global
facilities Em-non made much impact;
share of domestic i s has gradually
declined nrnlslm\a“lﬂ[. B

Another reason for the lack of
domestic procurement |s|:|(ko€

intechnol
Ty local firms as well as laclcefskﬂlcd
labouwr,

Compared to the Vietnamese, the
Chinese attempt at entering the mobile
manufacturing was better. China
followed multiple paths — linking of
domestic market access and technology
transfer for global brands; industrial
policyto ihiclﬂ and nunun.;dmm-sti.c
[y . :

WALUE ADD, & manufacturing ecosystem based on gt

firms thar supply com ponents for
iPhone manufacture increased over
time. Development of the world's largest
cell phone industrial cluster at Shanzhai
not only helped expand the domestic
rearket but also saw the global rise of
Chinese brands that focused on
downstream acthvities such asbranding
and marketing toincrease theirvalue
addition.

think - bl .7
For mobiles, PLI is not enough

INDUSTRY MOVES. Apart from being a hub for assembling global brands, policy must also support local value addition

ineentives or subsidies al

implies that a cost-competitive
manufacturing ecosystem based on
government incentives or subsidies
alone may not be the best possible path
for India.

Inother words, just relying on phased
manufacturing programme (PMP) plus
PLI may not be enough; policy needs to
create conditions that will not only
cnable thl. continuation of asse: m'b'l\

Onecountry that built its cap

of of the global brands but also

before the multilateral trade context or
‘World Trade Organization kicked in was
South Korea. Government funding for
over twodecades in national R&D
projects helped South Korea build
‘human capabilities in electronics and
telecommunication.

Domestic market wssapmcdtolucal

anincrease in local value addition in
post-PLI world.

ESTABLISH LINKAGES

First, local electronic firms thag have the
potential to supp]\- mohllc phone pans
or

may nat be the best path for India

Recent investment effortsat
developing our own 6G standard is a
welcome step in this direction. The
South Korean example clearly shows
that building capabilities isa long-term
project, a path that has larger
investment commitment with lesser
requrns in the short-run,

Finally, and most importantly, we
necd the government to continuously
invest in indigenous standards and
technologies, which down the road will
helpbuild up India’s capabilities. These
capabilitics will help the country
strengthen its mobile manufacturing
ecosystem, whichhopefully, by then, PLI
wlhcschrﬂwforpmmwnof
g of electronic

thu:guwrnmmtto cstnb]lsh]mlcagv:s
T i e faetlint

firms thag ind d

multiple aceess (l"l)\lﬁ) standards t'hus

protecting them from competition with

bal brands. A sccured home market
Ived Tocal farms build

Second, Indian mobile
manufacturers, who till very recently
focused on importing components in
knocked-down format and assembling,

sbutalso focus onexports.
tudies have shown that it

standards,

Domestic standards forced global
brands to adapt and develop entirely
new products for the domestic market,
which established an ecosystem and
provided an opportunity for bocal
manufacture. By investing to build its
own standard China also built-up
capability to assimilate and absorb
different technologics.

Asaresult, value addition by Chinese

ischeaper to produce a mobile phonein
China and Vietnam than in India. This
Local electronic firms
that have the potential
to supply mobile phone
parts or components
should be encouraged by
the government

need to develop designand other
capabilities. This will encourage themto
increase their value addition by focusing
onbranding and marketing.

Chineseand South Korean
experiences show us the way,
Publicly-funded research in electronics
has h«.1p«.1]1nd»aa\ quire some apﬂlnlll\'

adly, India has neg)

slm:hr:n\rslmcn:& inmobile
technology, and has not generated any
intellectual property in the mobile
phone manufacturing space,

compomntsmd semiconductors
(SPECS) would have buile,

Adoption of the indigenous standards
and rechnologies inour domestic
market has the potential to multiply
India’s capabilitics in the sector.

Toconclude, if India wants mobile
investments to generate livelihoodsona
gus::nmd basis and contribute to :Iw

1 b
thenit is important lo'bulld capnbllltl.cs
not only by investing in mobile
technology research, but also by making
itselfindispensable in the production
plans of global brands and component
manufacturers.

The writer is Atsociate Probessor, Centre for
Souses, Thirnananthaguram

A closerlook at RBI's warning to NBFCs

CBDCs with existing digital of digital eurrencies are accessible - the mo 1 hi; hin NBFC credit No,the. clarified in
platforms ke UPland Aadhaar,  toalltscitizens. bl.explainer The Rt haseaniac ey, SORER
interoperability will be crucial. - Lokeshwarri 5K microfinance institutions effect’, as NBFC employees lapses were seen only in some
Technical standards need to be The writer s research irecior of digital (MFIs) and housing are being given targets for entities and the central bank is
that offline  CIG1 What was the warning :mnpanies:rcpmsuredby driving business. This could engaging with them bilaterally.
given by REI to NBFCsin  theirinvestors toshow result in loans being given to But it has issued a warning to
the October monetary profits. This is driving :Inmw sub-prime borrowers who do all entities in the sector to put
policy? charge usurious rates of not have thecapacitytorepay  appropriate checks in place.
thehin illb“ I‘I(’.“i.‘!“ 1¢ The RBI governor gave apatto  interest, which become even them. Further, to mask the
ChnNg = ~ . NEBFCs (m)rn bunklrg mo *f'“_u h :n'c MONITORING. The right m—pcﬂorrdml'l:?assm.d:‘mh What I.? ui“ concern
¥ = companies) intl processi isadded. approach by Rl oo Sane. over into fres! regarding inoperative
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. statement, acknowledging oem ralhan.'l: hasalso pointed Aol n loans, further boosting the deposits, mule accounts,
that they have penaltieson practi ive retail loans. m:dll!;mwlh numbers. ctc?
October 10, 2004 I'erblmg:tnflowor c tod 5 Th | bank has been REI's review of books of Arecent review of FATAF
. credit to the remote aneas and increasing its scrutiny of the NEFCs has shown (Financial Action Task Force)
Govt tightens metallic scrap import policy tothe unbanked segments, What has been the REI's retail loan books in recent malpractices, suchas many to prevent money laundering
The Government has tightened the policy and procedures for import of ‘helping P h in dealing with months. Wherever accounts being linked to the and terror financing fi
retallic waste and scrap, The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) But, it gave a warning to some Ipractices in rrpﬂmrv]wscwas!’ound same PAN | number, fake IDs that the systems to
has altered the impart palicy to specy that impart of metalic waste and scrap NEFCswh hasing rapid dvancing credit in the the lend b dto. money lundering were very
would be permitted only in the “shredded and compacted form”, %mn-xhinhnimb}l recent past? rectify them. lf:helendm somcamwnubeing closed weak in small finance banks,
irregular practices. The central bank has been were found non-compliant within a few days of opening ©0-0) ive and other
Air Deccan drops trunk route fares by 20 per cent Thecen:ra!'banlmmdth:n closely mnnimhyg:MmPld aftertheendofthetimegiven,  and s0 on. The central bank lending institutions.
Mar Deccan has announced & 20 per cent drop on the fares that it charges on Emwt'h i k gainst them, has, therefore, told NEFCsto Deposit accounts which are
the trunk reutes, The move comes just a day after the three other airines T;uammshouldbemn since the pandemiic. The such as restricting their rcvieu'lheircmplmw‘ ot Operative ane easy
Inclian Asrlines, ket Alrways and Air Sahara — announced a 10 per cent hike in inthe context of REI's recent muuumlal] perations i 5 compe Ifa chanmels through which
cheir fares mainty on account of the northward mavernent in global prices of actions against NBFCssuchas  loans,  personal imp v penalties, hmmponwno[a variable money can be laundered.
ail JM Financial and 1IFL, asking losluandcrrdnaldlcﬂm o, pay is linked to customer Similarky, miscreants can use
them to cease operations in have sh acquisition, it can lead to the mules or people willing to
BSE's A group stocks sutperform others certain segments. mmagl!gtlu;nzkl’m Imderg What has the REI said deployment of unsavoury allow accounts tobe openedin
Mid-cap stocks have had a rollicking time since September 2001, when the Two, the retail segment was about the empl practices to show growth, their names tocreate
mmarkets sank to a low in the aftermath of the terrorists” strike in New York, Which categories of edgingoutloans tocorporates  incentives shr!n; accounts through which they
Howewer, BSE statistics reveal that the aggregate markes capitalisation of A NBFCs has REI and industries. Third, many NBFCs? Are such malpractices can carry out nefarious
group stocks, an index of wealth, has recorded the mest gans in the period specifically mentioned in began using o Th I bank thatthe p across NEFCs? activitles,
between September 2001 and August 2004,
icl -
BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2544 EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
1, Opening in deck or 1. Concerned 1. Draw in the shading and bring forth a chick (5) 1. Arrogant-sounding of art to have to do with
wall (53 with gardenirg 4, Satan, the old one, used maney when embracing gardening (13)

4, Snake, ol masical
instrument (7)
& Blameworthy (13)

science (13)
2. Summit (3)
3, Took warning (5)

&5 female {7)
B He rebels in rep anyhow, o should be blamed
forit (13)

10. Highly praise (5) 4. Badknen (6) 10 Sing one’s praises for entering the nest Olympse
1. li-favoured (4) 5. Outcome (6) Games (5)

12 Walking with a 6. Make ane feel 1. Hug togless Ry furse and ki, though she's no
lmip (4) uncomifortable (%) beauty (4)

16, To any, or no, 7.Pass 1o see play, 12. Amto be held by the Franch, being unabile to
extent (2,3) e (76) walk properhy (4)

17, Twenty-four hours 9. Eight cunces (4-5) 16, A lofty, alternative division, to any extent (2,3)
non-stop (8,3.5) 13. Titke (€) 17. Tour of Big Ban taking twenty-four

15. Climbing 14. Lid hairg (6) hours? (5,3.5)

devices (T 15, Satuages (6) 19, Fifty calculators used to make runs (7)

20, Used brush (5)

18, Unit number (3)

20, Was bristhng as one haughtily lefe? (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2543

2. Behead the very best (3)

3. Misdeed with high explosive ar the start one took
note of (6)

4, Sleepers get between lines for sailors (6)

5. It is known at end of mateh from Ulster maybe (6)
6.1 up 1o M 1o get Academmiciang in pubs to
discomfort one (%)

7. I rnay admic one 1o watch, even if its only play (7.6)
9, Fifty-pence waight? (4-5)

12, Have the management of a tith (§)

14. Flogs & number of trees (6)

15. Secs Labour leader in Steppes, by the sound of
them (6)

18 The wnit for a person who's indefinite (3)

ACROSS 1. Sired 4. Lion cub 8 Temptress 9. Sir 10, Noughts 12 inch 14, Antlers 17. Four 18, Shake-up 20, Nip 21, Chorister 23, Everest 24, Giddy
DOWN 1. Sit on the fence 2. Rumour 3. Ditching 4. Lie 5. Oust 6. Casing 7. Birthday party 11. Seasons 13. Creaking 15. Purple 16. Bested 19, Acre 22 Oft

ey

HO-KDE
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Rate cut is inevitable

In its fight against inflation, the monetary policy
committee should not end up derailing growth

SWIDELY EXPECTED, the Monetary Policy Committee (M FC)

left the rep ged at6.5%at | i Wednes-

daywhile altering the stance to “neutral” from *withdrawal of

accommodation”. With this, the countdown to the start ofa
rate-cutting cycle has begun — the MPC is expected to announce a 25
basis point cut atits December meeting and follow it upwithanotherone
in February, A cut might have been possible now but for the esealating
tensions in West Asia and the sharp spike in crude ol prices, to nearly $80
abarrel, after having fallen to sub- $70 levels, As the Reserve Bankof India
(RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das said, there are upside risks to inflation
and, therefore, some degree of caution was to be expected,

That said, inflationary pressures have been easing and with global
prices of commodities expected to stay benign, core inflation should
remain soft. In general food inflation, which has been somewhat sticky,
is expected toease later in the year, While there could bea couple of blips
in some months caused by base effects — September and October, for
instance — the central bank appears to be satisfied with the price situa-
tion, The governor said there is now greater confidence that inflation is
easing and that has prompted the central bank to retain its inflation fore-
cast for the yearat 4,5%, Economists believe that, ceteris paribus, retail
inflation could undershoot this level by March next year, moving
towards the 4% target,

Liguidity has been adequate ever since the government resumed
spending afterthe electionsand is expected to remain insurplus,on aver-
age,in the next few months, The shift toa neutral stance will give the MPC
more flexibility to act on rate change. The bond markets cleary believe
there will beaction in December; yields fell to 6.7 5% after the announce-
ment. The problem, however, is that the scramble for deposits continues
I.eavlnglhe cmln!burmwlng! forbanks elevated, As such there is unlikely

forthose hose loan rates are based on banks’
cnhtuf funds, However, a rate cut will have a salutary effect on interest
rates in the system and the MPCshould not delay this beyond December
because recent data clearly points toa slowdown in the economy.

The RBI governnr belluvex that the growth story remains intact and
thal \[i! t hile urban demand continues to hold
!'irm To be!um.t]'wgnnd mnnmnn should boost the farm economy but
urban demand is certainly slowing, For one, sales of passenger vehicles
fell sharply in ‘u.'pwmher a festive month in some parts of the country
Again,the subdued reported by consumer good
cement manufacturers over the past few months suggut a loss of
momentum, Credit growth has slowed while goods and services tax col-
lections, manufacturing purchasing managers'index data, and corporate
tax collections have all been softer th. 1. Merchandise exports,
of course, continue to suffer, which will lmpa.ct the employment num-
bers, The average real wage growth remained tepid at 0,7% year-on-year
(y-o-y) in Q1FY25; although this is more encouraging than the average
contraction of 1.6% y-o-y between Q2FY 19 and Qll Y15, the gruwth is
unlikely to be able to boost demand r ingfully. There are, t
downside risks to the RBIs growth projectionof 7. Z% for FY25, The fight
agalnst inflation should not end up derailing growth.

An economist's guide to
help hurricane victims

WITH MORTH CAROLINA still recling from the aftermath of Hurricane Helene

and Hurrlcane Milton landing in Florida, it Is natural to ask: What s the best way

to Mlp the v!ctlmn ni llmo storms, and hmnrcan soclety best protect !ucl”rnm
hd b lise that | comeat th

withabitofa dlﬂorent perspective,

First, whenever possible, It Is better to use private Insurance, such as home-
owner's Insurance and flood Insurance, to protect agalnat loss. One of the func-
tions of insurance Is to make losers at least partially whole after the fact, but
anotheris tomake risky declsions too expensive to contemplate bn the fiest place.

Thissecond function of Insurance meeclallylmpnr:an: fnr| Florlda, The state
Isvulnerable tostor prices for Hlowed toadjust
to higher levels, most of all forvulnerable properties. High peices in an area area
slgn that bullding and renovation should not take place there, With fewer people
living In vulnerable areas, the cost of storms will fall accordingly.

That munda harah bt "Incentives matter” Is IM nm and pnmary prlnclpled’

HE NEWLY CONSTI-

TUTED Monetary Polley

Committee (MPC) deliv-

ered a forward-looking ver-

dict changing the stance to

neutral while keeping the policy rates

unchanged for the tenth time In a row,

Itls Interesting tonote that the change

In stance was a unanimous decislon,

The first meeting of the MPC In all ear-

ller terms also bagan with unanimous
decisions on a rate cut or pause.

Achange In stance to neutral comes

against a backdrop of the Reserve Bank

of India (RBI) steadfastly siding with a

7.2% growth this fiseal and 7.10% In

WWW.FINAN

@ AFINE BALANCING ACT
MPC'S CHANGE IN STANCE AND OTHER REGULATORY ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE FORWARD-LOOKING

The finesse of RBI’s stance

SOUMYA KANTI GHOSH

Group chief sconamic adviscs, State Bank of india, and
mesmker, 14th Finance Cammission

itls obhserved that

Even as the REI has prepared the
market for a 7% growth rate, govern -
ment projections at ,5- 7% look more
reasonable at this point, The credit-
deposlt differential has narrowed to 150

FY 26. Interestingly,asimpl
tion of Mint Street’s manifesto discloses
the dilemma it faces; preparing to cut
rates in the near time even when the
growth rate Is 78 plus or quite elevated
In terms of large economies) and the
undaunted commitment to the mid-
paint of inflatlen target., Add to this the
changing dynamics of Indlan financial
marketswhere the shifts in saving pref-
erencesarere-scripting the tale,altering
the conventional sources of liquidity
pools, as also assoclated cost dynamics,
However, it ls understood that the RE s
whvingalong rope tomarkets to readust
before the ensuing plvot,

REI projections suggest economic
growth I8 robust and may remain above
7% fior the next couple of quarters. The
growth may surprise on the upside as
theagriculture sector ls expected to per-
form well on the back of above normal
ralnfall and robust reservolr levels lead-
Ing to healthy kharif sowing, This ralses
the question whether the RELwill cut
rates when growth Is already Inastmng

oIt

rlences indicate tha(wllhtho meptlnn
ofthe Philippines, the GDP growth at the
timeof rate cut was much lower than the
average growth of the preceding four
quarters, Thus If a rate cut happens, it
will bear testimony to the RBI's condl-
dence of tackling buoyant growth with
manageable inflation. Perhaps 7%
growth with a rate cut has never hap-
pened in Indian orwarld history,but for
2016 when the MPC flrst took over,

basls points (bps), the lowest since May
2022,and down from the high of 10
bips in December 2022, Interestingly,
the year-to-date growth eate In the cur -
rent flscal shows that credit growth,
after adjusting for the merger, |s still
kower by € 3 lakh crore (as of September),
but more interestingly higher by ¥3.4
lakh erore compared todeposit. There ks
also a slowdown In the leading indica-
tors of consumption. Perhaps the
manths of October and November could
scripta different story,

The apparent slowdown in deposits
has also ensured a crescendo of mis-
placed narratives with a lower pace of
money supply being cited as a strong
reason for lower reserve money cre-
atlon and hence lower deposit growth.
However, In an

inflation target- GDP GROWTH

wh llo the transmisslon from a rate
change Is Instantaneous in the money
market, It 1s not so in bank lending.
Starting April 2022 the repo rate
increased by 250 bps, though the
increase in the weighted average lend-
ing rate (WALR) on outstanding rupee
loanwasonly 117 bps and for WALR on

LEXPRESS.CO|

® AGREEN FUTURE

Union minister for new & renewable energy Pralhad Joshi
We remain committed to our pursuit of a
sustainable energy future that aligns with our

growth ambitions and environmental responsibilities.
india stands as a global voice of reason

deficit till end-june, before turning the
corner in July and remaining in surplus
maode since then, trudging carefully
between absorption through the lig-
uidity adjustment facility and govern-
ment surplus cash balances. After |
Morgan and Bloomberg, FTSE Russell
becomes the third glabal bond Index to
Include Indlan bonds in thelr Emerg-
Ing Markets Government Bond Index
overaslx-month perlod from Septem-
ber 2025 with Incremental inflows
expected by about §4.6 billlon, provid-
Ing further support to liquidity,

The other regulatory announce-
ments mirree the RBI's penchant to
reinforce the banking and financial
services structural architecture, non-
levy of prepayment charges extended
to micro/small loans, smoothing data

fresh rupee loan loned was 190
bps, However, in an increasing rate
scenarlo, the retall and micro, small
and medium enterprise loan pricing
has been Impacted Immediately, which
I8 not the case for large corparate. The
pricing of large corporate depends on
many factors including lquldity, rat-
ing, pricing power, etc, It Is pertinent
to mention that 57.5% of the total
outstanding fleating rate rupee loans
are linked to the external benchmark-
based lending rate, while 38,6% are
linked to the marginal cost of funds-
based lending rate, The shift to a neu-
. tral stance could

further a better

Ing  framework AT THE pricing deal for
money ls endoge-  TIME OF RATE CUT corporate loans,
nous, and also the Atthe Last  enabling  faster
link  between Rotecut | tmeof Agies  creditgrowth,
maoney supply and magnitude | rate cut average The REl has
rERerve money ls ensured that sys-
agnosticas digiti-  Brazil S0bps 25 29 rem  liquidity
sation has  Mexico 25 bps 15 32 remalns comfort-
reulted in an  philippines 25bps . &3 5a  able by conduct-
Increasing money us 50 bps 1 30 T 10 Ing two-way mar-
multiplier with + —— ket operations.
much lower cur- W% 2bps I 02] 05 After remalning in
rency leakage, China 0bps | &7 54 gurplus for
Coming back Indonesia 25 bps 5.0 51 roughly the first
to the role of QAE S0bps | A4 36 threefortnightsin

maonetary policy
In enabling better

Source: $8| resaarch

April, system lig-
uldity turned to

y for tackling climate fund-
Ing through proposed two-stage RE-
CRIS platform, enhancing UPI Lite
wallet limit to ¥ 5,000 {while the per-
transaction limlit in feature phone-
centrle UPL 123Pay stands enhanced
from 5,000 to €10,000), and intro-
ducing name look-up facility in Inter-
bank transfers to mitigate customer
woes and reduce frauds, They all goa
lang way In making banking forward-
looking yet connected to the ground.
The REI"s balancing act Is auda-
clous, defying the odds and orbit of the
other big boys' club to take an inde-
pendent rate cut call, This fine balanc-
Ing act, assiduously choosing the mid-
dle path, gives a raw finesse to Mint
Street's actions In these chequered
times, It Is uber-stability brought to
the broader markets, with a tilt to
hyglene and constant adoption of best
practices {contrast the virulent oppo-
sition to critical Basel 11 stipulations
In financial markets like the US com-
menly termed as “end game"with that
of the RBI undel lhv.' ﬂtewardsmp nr

the hallmark), Mhn!nglhe governor,
one can only expect the calibrated
bringing back of the inflation horse to
the stable, symbolic of the age-old
Indian practice of the horse's return to
relnforee the soverelgn's supremacy,

The dangers of outsourcing development

BIBEK DEBROY, SANJEEV SANYAL,

& ADITYA SINHA

Faspactively chalrman, member, and 050, resaarch, EAC-#M

Female foeticide, often blamed on traditional Indian
values, can be traced directly to colonial policies, later
weaponised by international NGO advocacy

FOR DECADES, INTERMATIOMAL
non-governmental  organisatlons
(INGOs) have pushed donor-driven
agendas that have often harmed local
communities. In Tanzania and Kenya,
INGO-led conservation displaced
Maasal communities, disrupting thelr
livelihoods. In Balivia water privatisa-
tionin Cochabamba, backed by INGOs,

d access, leading to public out-

hrmes | iy ﬂhmld' alllow
Florida has astate-run ha 1
Political debates lond to frame this lssue as whether to hclp poor, n:ruul!ng
And Indeed th Il suifer so

Ing losses because of storms, But whateveryou think of such
ballours after the fact, with better incentives ahead of time,
that lssue will come up less often.

Economlsts are better at ex-ante institutional dcnlgnlhan
at adjudicating all claims on the public purse ex-post, The
upﬂhntIﬂlha(Inmranmnm|11u!ulsetnprdllhdliwlmhln

Evenstate-run | d accept thi

Asecond lesson I8 that pelvate Insurance does not always

TYLER work, Some rsks are so rare that people donot insure against
them,armaybe insurance s notavallable because therewould
ICOLWEN nn(bemnugh plnﬂl I the market to cover the costs of writ-

Yetex-post once the true risks of
the workd are m'-vealed there Is value In providing insurance
services. The storm that hit Asheville Is an example of this, as such powerful storms
have not had much precedent in that area.
_In thm' cam lhm Is no ﬂtlalxhtfnrwald ccmnmlc ANGWET 35 Loy hnwdmu:h
m otax

payers, lyplcallyomnnmhtw!ll nothcahlomammnhohypnthotlcalquenunn
of how much Insurance people would have bought had there been an acthve mar-
ketwith more accurate risk assessments, We need to be correspondingly modest
about ourabllity to produce a veriflable answer as to the best course of actlon,

Another principle of disaster relief s that, no matter how generous or compe-
teqit the response, not everyone can be helped. Bven the best Institutlons are lmper-
fect, and In some cases it may be difficult oreven impossible to assist victims,

A the same time, some victims will be rela:!w:ly oary:nh-clp ||gh(away and
someof themwillbe non-citizens. They sh
thmes non-citizens will do better hytheu%gwerrunml than citlzens. This [xldﬂﬁ
natreflect anythingsinlster. At the same time, it does not followthat the government
has to provide long- lmmaldmu}llum Molwm Nonetheless some degreenfd.iﬁm
entlal treatment needs tobe accepted, lh it the ground,

Finally, houbd not be b d unduly. Asking for proaf
ofcitizenshipsimplylsn't practical: If someone Itas;ustlnsuhol: home or place to
live, tlwyhavo prnl!a'hl)l alsnlnata.lltheu important papers, Agaln, this means that

il benefits while some eitizens will

not, It was never gnlngtnbcnlhom!w

‘We economists have a reputation, mostly justified, as being hardheaded,
Hutin such as disaster relief, our way of thinking can enable a more
humane outcome,

ery and policy reversal. Similar pat-
terns have emerged In Indla, where
INGOs promoted projects with condi-
tlons that Ignored local realities,
undermining development goals,
More of us should read Unnatural
Selection by Mara Hyistendahl as it sheds
light on one such example where inter-
ventions by INGOs led to an increase in
Incldence of female foeticide in India.

mindset, The interventlons by INGOs
— driven by the Malthusian leals of

—ended uf B
female foeticlde,

Between the 19505 and 1980s,
INGOs such as the Ford Foundation,
Rockefeller Foundatlon, and Popula-
tion Councll played a central role in
introducing sex d inatlon tech-

The World Bank made Inans for food and
public health projects contingent on
stringent population control policies.
NGOl blished strongholds
India's most prestiglous institutions to
make pliable Indlans to fight the "intel-
lectual hattle®on thelebehalf. Forinstance,
the Population Councll established India's
first d phy centre at the Interna-

nologles to India as part of a broader
population control agenda, By the
19608, Indla's population was seenasa
major global concern, and Western
experts ldentifled It asa“test case” for
population management, In 1975,
egged on by INGOs, 59% of Indla's
health ministry budget was directed
toward family planning, with littleleft
for other pressing needs like tubercu-

tional Institute for Population %clm:c!.
Murnbai, while Westesn funding f

stood at 943 girls per 1,000 boys, close
to the natural sex ratlo of about 950,
However, subsequent decades saw a
steady drop, with the ratlo decreasing
to %41 in1961,9300n 1971, and 934
in 1981. By 1991, it had further
dropped to 927, Notably, the maost slg-
nificant decline occurred in 1971,
closely colnelding with the introduc-
thon of sex-determination technolo-

heavily on AIIMS, where Segal set upa
department of reproductive physiology.
sapact of it yalegy

gles and I i tests in Indla
during the late 1960s, Incldentally,
these INGOs also funded the Import of
ultrasound hines to Indla,

ded advisersat AIIMS since 1958,and the

tutlonin 1962 witha § 17-million grant.
HNudged by these INGOs, at AIIMS,
doctors openly promaoted the use of sex

on how cultural preferences in India have

fic
Ignores the historical role that British
colonial policies and western NGOs have
played in perpetuating causing gender
Imbalance on an industrial scale,

British colonlalists claimed moral
super Imi(y but overlooked thelrrole in
exacerbating practices like infanticld
Celebrated ﬂgurosllko]onathan Dun-
canwere halled for opposing "barbarle
customs”,yet scholars such as LS Vish-
wanath and Bernard § Cohn have
shown that British land ref inthe

Srudles reveal that staves with casler
access to sex-determination tests saw
sharper declines in the femnale -to-male
ratho, By 20001, early adopters like Pun-
jab and Haryana experienced drastic
drops In thelrchild sex ratios — Punjab
to 76 and Haryana to 861, Notably,
Both states are close vo Delhi, the head-
quarters of these INGOs,

According to a 2006 study by [ha et

lnnln and |na|a| la, The technal-
famnio- A ding to a 2006 oy forpopulation con-

centesks tests at the All M blished in trol A paper
India Institute of Med- The Lan h |:u|=1lﬂhm by IC Verma
lcal Sclences (AIIMS), cet, the and eolleagues in Indian
which were Initially intmductionofprcnltll Paediatries defended
meant to detect foetal sex-determination the use of amniocente-
abnormalitles, quickly sls for sex selection,
became tools for deter- technologies led to an arguing that it could
mining foetal sex, estimated 10 million  help reduce "unneces-
Akey figure in this - missing female births in  saryfecundity”byallow-
episode was Sheldon  |ndia over two decades ng families to stop
Sepgal, head of the Popu- ducing once they

latlon Counclls bio-
medical division who was posted to
Dielhi with backi the Fard Faun-

late 16th and early 19th centurles
divectly increased Infanticlde ameng
land-owning castes. Rajputs began
killing thelr female infants not
because of lang- ntandlng teaditlons,

datlon. smlwand!mﬂlyadvlnlng Lieu-
tenant Colanel BL Ralna, India’s directos

had a male child. The
paper acknowledged that seven out of
elght families tha! uudorwont Ihe test

al,, published in The Lancet, the intro-
duction of prenatal sex-determination
technologies led toan estimated 10 mil-
llon missing female births In Indla over
twer decades, The study further noted
that between 1980 and 2010, an aver-
age of 500,000 female foetuses were
aborted annually,

Female foeticide, often blamed on tra-
ditlonal Indlan values, can be traced
dllectly to colonlal policies, later

a'hnr( lemalc fnoluslen By 1978, over

of family planni. 1 helped in reorl-
enting Ralna’s focuunlolytn population
conteol, By 1965, personnel from the
Ford Foundation alone In Delhl rlvalled

but In response b
from colonlal rule, Neveri lhcleu the
British perpetuated the narrative that
fermnale Infanticlde was rooted In
Indla's cultural backwardness,

After independence, the so-called
“white man's burden”was perpetuated
by INGOs pushing d onor-driven agen-
das,often reflecting the same colonlal

the US embassy staff in size, and the

Rockefeller Foundation had its la

presence outside the US in New Delhi,
The econombe Imrage tlmo INGL’].:

Ircomtrol,

By the 19605, India was recelving §1.5
Billion annually inald, much of It belng
spent on population control measures,

00 i d been aborted
at AlIMS almo and between 1978 and
1983, an estimated 78,000 femnale foe-
tuses were aborted nationwide as sex
determination spread to other govern-
ment hospitals. In other words, the
INGOs were fully aware of what they
were pramating.

Census data reveals a

GO addv Thislsnot
mdonydloexlnlol\confuadl(lnml'hlam
in |nd!ahut o highlight that large-scale

acthons
lty axmden that now lament the lssue,
Gender Imbalance in India Is just one
example of how external agencles, even
when they have good Intentions, can
cause lasting harm. Therefore, local pall-
cymakers must exerclse caution and

decline In the child sex ratio over the
decades, with a particularly sharp fall
after the 19708, In 1951, the ratio

INGOs and consultancles,
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REMFEMBRANCE \ RATAN TATA
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1937-2024

Titan of industry, icon ¢ of modern India

Ratan Tata will be remembered as the prince charming of
Indian business to which he brought a rare combination of
beauty and brains; A man of refined tastes and self-effacing
to a fault. he built India’s finest industrial conglomerate

Sundeep Khanna

Ietters@hindustantionss com

“Goodnight, sweet pringe, ond
Jights of angels sing thee to thy rest.”
= Shakespeare’s Hamlet

atan Nuval Tata (RNT) is
no more. He would have
been 87 this December,
For most of us though, he
was the prince charming
of Indian business to
which he brought a rare combination
of beauty and brains. A man of refimed
tastes and self-effacing to a fault, he
built India's finest industrial
erake. Alongside. he loved dogs, r:-.-w
Manes well into his 70s and mesmer-
ised mdllions with his luminous per-
sonality, his chivalry and his simplic-

ity.

Nor was he an effete poet. As he
showed In his brulsing early career
battles with the powerful Tata group
satraps, beneth the solt exterior lay a
wugh hard-nosed, even ruthless
empire builder.

A degree in architecture from Cor-
nell University in US where he went
after his schooling in Mumbai, pro-
wided Tata with the intelleetual hnl
wark to manage the complex sk of
dragginga kegacy business groupinto
the modern era. However. it didn't
teach him the smarts needed 10 man-

age the internal

‘y ?REIVSIL‘S of l;;m
s . -] conglomerate
His contribution  that was more a
3 union of companies
\;11.'I'I|;fill‘ ?C} ond  tan a tightly feder-
the boardroom,  ated entity. The
" bearnings for that

He endeared catne [rom within,
himself to e St L
= urel noticeable
several people stints, with Fringe
thankstohis 122 10 S0
humility, he was thrust into
r i catness in March
kindness and {080 when the then
an unwavering e
COMMItMENL O cessor. In a group
mﬂking our which had ln:('nr
. headed by the likes o
society better amshed)i Tuta and
ata, he had 1o

MNARENDRA MODI, rove himself worth
Primy Minister gr the apwil‘lll‘l\L‘ﬂ’l’
In a gladiatorial con-
st llkllkcsdwllkl‘%hm rarely been

seen by Indian business.

‘What followed was an early preguel
o the game of thrones, Though he lad
the retiring chalrman’s tacit blessings,
he was largely an unproven and
unknown figure. The mare flamboynnt
satraps of the group like Russi Mody
wha led Tata Steel (then siill Tisco),
Ajit Kerkar at Indian Hotels and Dar-
bari Seth, who headed Tata Chemicals,
refused to take him seriously,

Most in fact thought he would bea
pushover, a softie, who had been
handed over the top job because of
his name. One among them, did more
than just ignore him. Russi Mody, the
uncrowned king of Jamshedpur,
whose business instincts had been
forged in the Mery furnaces of the
steel city, fought the new boss twoth
and nail.

In a flerce boardroom battle, RNT
ousted the older man and ok charge
of Tata Stecl, It wasn't just corparate
egoor a battle of wills. He had rightly
adseased that for all his charisia. Tat
Steel under Mody was (11 equipped to
handle the radically altered business
environment in the wake of the
reforms of 1991 The mmwn; woulk
go through several rounds of pain ful

restructuring before it became a mod-
ern steel company but there was no
questioning ANT's authorilty or his
ability to envision the future after that.

Indeed, through his 22 vears at the
helm of the Tata group, RNT had his
eve firmly on the future. The empire
he inherited was unwicldy though
wast, Its topline was i mpressive but
not 5o lts bottom line with most busi-
nesses in the group offering poor
returns on investment, Under JRD's
benign oversight, each company had
been free to chart lts own course,
even if it was to nowhare, The ruling
family too had been guilty of benign
neglect. Early in RNT's tenure, with
the promoter stake in Tara Steel a
lowly 5 percent, the new chairman
learnt that the steel company faced
the threat of a hostile 1akeover, He
proceeded to nullify the atack while
shoring up the promaoter stake in all
the other group companies s a moat
agalnst future overtures. Today Tata
Sons’ stake in Tata Steel s 34 percent.
in Tata Motors, 36 percent and in ¥
TCS, 72 percent.

Once these defensive manocuvres
had been accomnplished, ANT turped
to what he did best, dreaming big.
There was something of that in the
audacious acquisition of the Anglo-
Dutch steel company Corus in 2006 for
$12 billion — still the largest single
eross-border acquisition out of India.
In quick succession followed another
audacious purchase, that of J
Land Rover in 2008, significantly from
the humbled American giant Ford
Motors that had once sparmed his
advances.

Similar derring-do was evident in
buillding that car, the Nano. Sure, there
was always room for another alforda-
ble car in India besides what Maruti
was making, But putting the price g
befere the first blucprint had been
generated isn't how cars are made.
And doing that just because you
wanted to give a middie cluss Bamily of
four the joy of migrating from o
scooler toa four wheeler was crazy.
But then as Oscar Wilde wrote, “A
dreamer is one wha can only find his
way by moonlight, and his punish-
ment is that he sees the dawn before
the rest of the world.”

That both ventures, Nano and the
Corus acquisition, ultimately came to
naught proves the fallibility of RNT's
decision making. As did the unsavory
eplsode of the late Cyrus Mistry's
ascension to the top job and his subse-
quent exit, engincered by the very man
who had brought him in. Neither LJ
the two events brought any creditio
TINT and somewhist sullied his repata-
tion for professionalism.

Bun then Tata Motors is today the
domestic market leader in electric
wehicles and Tata Steel is valued at
$115 billion, What's mone, Mistry was
replaced by N Chandrasckaran, the
first ever chairman of the group who
was neither from the karger Tata fam-
ily. nor a Parsi and not cven a share-
holder. Just goes to show that while
Tata might have made errors of timing
or iudacmrnl his intent was always

Amcl the pantheon of contempo-
rary lndian business leaders RNT
stunds tall. He earned billions for his
companies and spent barely millions.
That his personal net worth added up
10 less than half a billion dollars is tes-
tmony o his philanthrople ethos, a
wital part of his inheritance. He will be
remembered not just for his many
business successes but us much for the
grace and decency with which he
achieved them. The man who would
hold open the elevator door if he saw
anemphayee rushing to take it, was the
perfect roke model for business lead-
ers, 1 is India’s boss that few of those
argund him have taken the cue,

Y

December 2
Born in Bombay.

Tata hdusu'u;ds six manths
training 2t the lamshedpur plant of

i

Tata Mators (then called Tata

Engineering and Lacomative Col later
i the year. Thes worked at Tata Steel
Tata Consultancy Services and Tata
Industries. and was chairman of Air

ig;!
”/ H”””I

lacdia from 1986 o 1989,

Joins the beard  Spes and chairman
of Tata Sans as
adeectos

i ||II|'.Iil|l

<

Ratan Tata was a man
with avision. He has
left a lasting mark

~ in this position

- ANAND MAHINDRA,

Mahingra Group chaiman

an unwavering

GAUTAM ADANI,
A G chairman

on hoth business
and philanthropy.
My condolences to
his family and the
Tata community
RAHUL GANDHI, congress 1#

India’s economy
stands on the cuspofa
historic leap forward.
And Ratan's life and
work have had much
1o do with our being

Ratan Tata wasn't just
a business leader - he
embodied the spirit of
India with integrity,
compassion and

commitment to the

Frl.at:.rguud Legends
ke him never fade

away. Om Shanti

February: Ensums.

his farmily legacy

by appainting

hialf-brothes Noel

5.3 trustes on the

J b of the Sir

December:  Dosabyi Tata Trust,

Steps down as one of the tan

ihaiman of Tata  trusts holding ower

Sorsafter  60% of Tata Sons.

50 years with  The trusts followed

thegmupandis i s Octoder by

marmed chairman Indecting Nogl's

emerites of Tata childisen, Lezh,

Sons. Under bis  Maya ard heville,

watth, e mito the affiliate

QOUR's Revenue trusts.
m from
March 25: high-prafile acguisi- §5.9 billian to
Takes over from tions, incluging Tetley, $100 Billion.

IRD Tata as the Corus, Jaguar-Land
chairman of Tita Rower and

of Tata Trusts.

Brunner Mond.

-.-.mH"I"

"

s

Jnsmary: Tata Motors launthes ﬂe!umsu
the Nana, the chairman's dream e
small car project The peoject was ?a’m::;}[lau
| afaikire and Tata Motoes stopped 20 2110 LT
SO making the car by 218 ”'g;':m’:
May: ts awarded the February 200
Padma Vibhushar, after Natarajan
i secand  Chandrasekaran
s appointed
charman.
JLUSTRATDN:
MALAY KASMAK AR

Remembered by the nation as a visionary and compassionate pioneer

HT G

mmg:mmoum:mﬂhm
" e chded.

Iethers@hindustantimes com

President Drwpudl Murmu also
oliered tribustes aned ssidt “India s lost an

‘ol i

rime Minister Narendra Modi on
P R
b Sustrial

ist and Tata Sons Chalrman

Emeritus Ratan Tata, who died at 85 of
sge-related ailments.

Describing Tata as o “vislonary busi-
mess leader, a compasion se soul and an
extraordinary human bﬂr(‘ Modi smd

et
ies™ " A roci it of Padmea Vibiushan and
Padma Bhushan, he took forward the
great Tt legacy and gave it a more
impressive global presence, He inspined
seasomed professionals and young stu-

on X: “He provided stable
oneof India's oldest mdmulmﬂm
business houses, At the same time, his

dents alike. H contribution to phllan-
shesaid

Uriion hwnc minister Amit Shah said
Tata 'selﬂcssly dedk'med his life o the

wentfar “Every ime
moom. He endeared himse| o several peo- Immmmammtmﬂr
ple thanks wo his humility, kindnessand —— betterment of Bharat and its people
an mwa\umgt.mmﬂunml tomaking  amazed me. His commitment 1o the wel = .
our society et hlrolwrmmlryana its people led o Ratan Tata duringa press conference in June 1953,
Hualsonmui‘l‘mw unigue “passion  the blooming of millioes of dreams,” he
towards dreaming big and giing back”. wmunn}t i camnot take Hatan Tata  Flatan Tata He wasa Titan of the Indian
“Hie was at the forefront of champlon- M sway from his beloved nagion. He will — industry known for his monumental con-
s hearts,” e added, tributions to our cconomy. lmrlt and
nnum.mnm welfare to nume i few,” mmlmmmww Indusry. My decpes
Bl sl Tawa's our

“1would meet him frequently in Guj-
aral when | was the CM. We would

SHSINHAMT ARTHIES

Opposition In the Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-
dhi remembered Tata as a “man witha

vishon™, “He has left a lasting mark on
My

My 1._-um1

economy. trade amd industry™
“Saddened by the passing away of Shri

rest in peace,” e said on X.
Congress lowmaker and Leader of

[ P . My con-
dalences 1o his Eamily and the Tata com-
ity e said

Lok Sobla Speaker Om Birla also

remembered the mdusirialistand  Eanthropy, and mation that will
plll.mlhm[dsl “Shiri Fatan Taga's sim- [um«u‘ inssplre gemerstions. A lile well-
o al’ % mun:nsn T saaldl.
ruu.gcs Several ind 1 il hormeage

o Tata, citing him
country,”hesakd, T am unabie to accept the absence of
Wnharashira deputy chicf ministor and — Ratan Tata, Indin’s smndson the
Nutionalist Congress Party (NP chief Ajit — cusp of o historic leap forward. And
Pavar suid: “Apart from his(Tatws)inval-  Ratn's life and work have had much todo
b contribuntion as an industrialist, e merhunmntmpmmulim his
d mlsmlllin

his immense
Tove for his country,”

West Bengal chiel minister Mamata
Banerjee said the Tata Sons Chairman
Emeritus*had been a foremost leader of
Indian industries and & public-spirited
philanthropist”. “His demise will be an
irveperaie loss or Indian business workd
and soclety,” e sald.

Andivra Pradesh CM N Ch

drl Gn:lup «chairman Anand Muhn:lrn

‘Wllh him gone, all we can do s 1o
commit to emulating his example.
Because hewas a businessman for whom
financial wealth and success was most
useful when iLwas put io the service of the
global community,”headded.

Naldu sakd: “Few men have left such an
irmprinton s workd with thelr
vlslonan\i Integrity as Ratan Tata,"

said, “India has lost a glant, a visionary
who redelined modern India’s path...
[Rintan Taka wosn't just s business leader -

. we burve lost ot

h\lmlnuu. AsTmourn

p ith imeg:
rity,

his passing today, 1 also reflect on his
remarkalie contributions w industry, phis

nitment o the greater pood. Legends like
him never face away, Om Shane.”
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ACHIEVING WORK
LIFE BALANCE

A healthy work-life dynamic not only benefits
individuals but also strengthens communities

SAKSHI SETHI

n recent years, the workd has faced unprecedented challenges, from

thie COVID-19 pandermic b ongoing socio-ecanamic disruptions. These

crises have not only claimed lives but have also altered the very fab-
i of our dadty routines and workang environments. Amidst these fumul-
tuous times, the concept of work-life balance has emerged as a crucial
necessity, emphasising the importance of maintaining mental and phys-
ical well-being while fulfiling professional respansibiiities. The rsing death
tolls and widespread fear associated with giobal crises have taken a toll
on mental heatth, Today, grief, ariety and uncertainty have become com-
monplace as people grapple with loss and disruption.
There is no denying the fact that fast-paced technological advancements
require constant adaptation and learning, which can be overwhelming
and contribute to stress. n many Indian companies, there is a culture
of overwork, where taking time off is frowned upon. Many executives
even end up working extended hours, sacrificing their ime and health,
which contributes to physical as well as mental exhaustion.
Moreover, this can even lead to a foxic environment where employees
not only feel they have to prove their worth constantly, but the stigma
associated with failure may even drive them to push themsetves to
unhealttry limits to succeed. Poor diet, lack of exercise and high-stress
lewels have led to lifestyle-related haalth issues such as heart disease,
diabetes and hypertension, which are prevalent among high-level exec-
ultives.

Economic downtums and market volatility add pressure on exacutives
to perform, leading to increased stress and associated health risks. In
such a climate, achieving a balance between work and personal life has
become essential for fostering resdience and promating overall well-being.
A healthy work-ife balance allows an individual to dedicate time towards
self-care, family and community, which are vital for emotional recovery
and stability The shift to remote work and flexble schedules, prompted
by the pandemic, has undersconed the need for & re-evaluation of tra-
ditional work structures. If remote work offers flesdbility, ot the sama fime
It has also blurred the lines between personal as well as profassional
life, leading to longer haurs and increased srass.

It's the need of the hour for organisations to recognise this and promote
policies that encourage employees fo set boundaries, take breaks and
prioritise personal ime. Addressing the high death toll among execu-
tives in Indian companies for instance the Pune CA death followed by
a reputed Indian working for NEFC and committing suicide on a similar
ground- i.e. work pressure and mental distress from the seniors neces-
sitates a muti-faceted approach. Organisations must priortise mental
health support, promate a healthier work-iife balance, and create a cul-
ture: that values employes well-being, By taking these steps, companies
can not only help mitigate the risks associaed with high-stress envi-
ronments but also foster a healthier and more sustainable workplace.
By fostering an environment that values work-iife balance, employers
can enhance productivity and employee satisfaction, thereby leading to
lower turnover rates and a more engaped waorkforce,

Achieving workelike batance is not solely a personal endeavour but it also
hies broader implications for society. When individuals can manage their
work and personal ives efiectively, they are more ikely to engage in their
communities, volunbeer and support local initiatives. This communal
engagement will foster soclal connactions and strengthen the fabric of
society, thereby maldng it more resient in the face of adversity. By pr-
oritising work-life balance, we as citizens of the nation will contribute
not only to our well-being but also to the health of our communities.

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPloneer | instagram.com/dailyploneer/

'The key to a sustainable

and low-carbon future

ASHOK KUMAR

By adopting energy-efficient practices, the country not only cuts emissions but also
saves millions of tonnes of oil equivalent, leading to a more sustainable future

nergy efficiency refers to the prac-
tice of wsing less energy to achieve
the same level of output or per.
form the same task. 1t is one uFthc
most impactful strategies for
reducing energy consumption, cutting
costs, and mitigating environmental harm.
As global energy demand mmlnuﬂi Lo rise,
enhancing encrgy (‘Il'mcnc has become
critical in the 1531 t against ¢ 1mn1c change,
resource conservation, and ensuring a sus-
tainable future. According to the
International Energy Agency (IEA), the
ﬂbbﬂ] rate of cncrm- efficiency improvement
as averaged around 2 per cent per year, with
some variations during the COVID- 19 pan-
dermic. In Eﬂll.thhﬁcncrgy constimption
reached approsimately 15,000 million tons
of wil equivalent (MTOE), as reported in the
Enerdata Yearhook 2024, A 2 per cent
improvement in efficiency would save
about 300 MTOE—an amount greater
than Indids entire industrial energy con-
sumption, which stands at around 270
MTOE in 2022-23. In 2022-23, sectors such
as industry, and tramsport con-
sumed 552 MTOE out of Indials total pri-
mary energy consumption of B50 MTOE,
The industrial sector accounted for 49 per
cent of this total, while transport and
buildings (residential and commercial)
cuntrihmcd 12 per cent and 13 per cent,
respectively. India is one of the few nations
with a comprehensive legal and instination-
al framework for energy conservation,
The Energy Conservation Act of 2001 and
the Bureau of Energy Efficiency under the
Ministry of Power are pivotal in driving
energy efficiency programmes across vari-
0lis sectors, |n]ms Hﬂgﬁhl]’! programmes
include the Perform, Achieve, and Trade
(PAT) Scheme for energy-intensive indus-
tries, initistives for energy-efficient build-
ings, vehicle fuel rfﬂci(‘ru:r standards, and
the star rating and labelling scheme for
houschold appliances and industrial equip-
ment. I 2022-23, these programmes col-
lectively saved around 51 MTOE, equiva-
lent to reducing carbon emissions by
approximately 306 million tons of CO2. This
energy efficiency contribution accounts
for uﬁml 10 per cent of Indiak annual emis-
sions, which stands ataround 3 billion tons
ol COL Energy efficiency is projected to play
acrucial role in global climate action.
It is estimated that nearly 40 per cent of the
emissions reductions needed to reach net
zero by 2050 must come from energy effi-
ciency measures, many of which offer
short u;yhm.k g!rnmin ranging from 3-5
years, Often dubbed the "first fuel," encrgy
efficiency is seen as a vital tool in maintain-
ing a sustainable, low-carbon futire. Given
the constrained carbon budget outlined in
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change ([PCC) Sixth Assessment, energy
efficiency is more important than ever in
controlling global temperature rise,
The Impnlllnoc of l‘nrrﬂ I':ﬂ'iclmc : It
isa [ development,
offering multiple advantages amh’!ﬁ cost
savings, environmental protection, energy
security and resource conservation.
Energy-efficient technologies reduce con-
sumption, which, in turn, cuts utility bills
for individuals, businesses, and govern-
ments. Reduced energy use decreases groen-
howse gas emissions and helps combat glob-
al warming. [t also diminishes pollutants that
harm air and water quality, Additionally,

NET ZERO BY _ ;
2050 MUST 3% il 110 mihon sonnesof
GDMEENEIE%NJ (lh( 22 emissions. As of A
EFFICIENCY
MEASURES,
MANY OF develops i15c.|1rl'n1n nmrkq miech-
WHICH OFFER et e, e o
SHORT PAYBACK  vith specifc
PERIODS

transition by implementing a mar-
RANGING ket-based app :mch to pricing GHEG

3-5 YEARS

strengthening energy security, espe-
«cially for countries heavil n‘ﬂnm on
imports. It also reduces lﬁc need for
new power plants and industrial
facilities, conserving natural
resources and limiting enviran-
mental impact.
Key Sectors and Strategies indus-
try: The industrial sector is the
largest global energy consumer,
driven by processes sucl h as manu-
facturing, mining and machinery
use. Enhancing energy efficiency in
this sector invalves optimising
processes, recovering waste energy,
and implementing energy manage-
ment systems. Upgrading equip-
|T |S ment, improving production meth-
ads, and utilising efficient motors

ESTIMATED and pumps can significantly neduce
THAT NEARLY
40 PER CENT OF 017,
THE EMISSIONS
REDUCTIONS  are assigned specific energy-saving
NEEDED TO

energy consumption. The National
Mission for Enhanced Energy
Efficiency (NM aunched in
targets energy-intensive
industries,

Under its PAT Scheme, industries

targets (energy use per unit of
product), and the market-based
REACH approach allows trading of excess
energy savings. This initiative has
resulted in substantial energy sav-

5t 2024,
@ PAT scheme covers 1,333 ener-
-intensive industries and estab-

ishiments across 13 sectors, inchid-

i steeel, cement, aluminium, fer-

tilizer, petroleum refineries, thermal

power plants, and others. As India

reenhause gas (GHG)
emission reduction targets.
The carbon market will facilitate this

Additionally, the mechanism will
have a voluntar y component, allow-
ing nun-uhh?alcd entities to regis-
ter projects focused on reducing,
remuoving, or avoiding GHG emis-
sioms 1o obtain carbon credits.
The Standards & Labeling (S&L)
Programme: launched in 2006,
rates appliances based on their
energy elficiency, from 1 to 5 stars,
‘This program covers 38 appliances,
with 16 falling under mandatory
regulations. As of August 2024, the
programme has saved 82 billion
units of energy, equivalent to cut-
ting 58 million tons of CO2 emis-
18
‘The UJALA Scheme and the Strect
Light National Program (SLNP)
have also been successful in replac-
in? inefficient lighting with LED
solutions, Icndi':sg to significant
energy savings and emission reduc-
tions. As of September 2024,
roximately 370 million LED
bulbs and 7.2 million LED tube
ligghits have been distributed through
the UJALA scheme. This has result-
ed inan annual reduction of 39 mil-
lion tons of CO2 emissions.
Buildings: Buildings are another
major energy consumer, particular-
ly through heating, cooling, and
|||5h|||15 El inergy- C‘HH.IL‘II[ building
design, proper insulation, and smart
COETRY MAnagement systems can
dramatically reduce energy use.
The Energy Conservation Building
Code (ECBC), introduced in 2007,
mandates minimum energy perfor-
mance standards for commercial
and residential buildings. Recent
updates, such as the Energy
Conservation and Sustainable
Building Code (ECSBC) and the
Eco Niwas Samhita (ENS) for res-
idential buildings, aim to further
reduce energy consumption in large
bulldm“s by up to 18 per cent,
It is & major con-

FROM emissions. T encour-

apes both pub]u. nnd private entities
to engape in decarbonisation efforts
across various sectors, Entities that
reduce ermissions bebow their targets
can earn Carbon Credit Certificates,

lrlhultvr to global energy use, pri-

marily from fossil fuels. Improving
fuel efficiency in vehides and pro-

moting clectric and hybrid vehicles
are key strategics,

passenger cars and heavy-duty vehi-
cles and aims to expand the electric
wvehide ecosystem including charg-
ing infrastructire, As u? 2024,
Indids charging stations are expect-
ed to increase to 100,000 by 2030,
supporting the growing number of
electric vehicles, To create awarcness
of the benefits of Elec)
(EVs), the "Go electric
was launched in Feb 2021, This
invodvees radio jingles, poster/leaflets
distribution, awareness through
social media platforms, strect plays,
el
Electricity Generation and
Transmission: Upgrading power
pl.nma and incorporating renewable

L-':Fy sources such as solar and
wind are vital for reducing emis-
sions in electricity generation,
Under the PAT Scheme, Indias
thermal power plants have
improved their cllli’cicn\')-'. con-
tributing to a reduction of 30 mil-
lion tons of CO2. As of August 2024,
46 per cent of Indids installed
power capacity comes from non-
tossil fuel sources, surpassing the
commitment made at the Paris
COP 21 summit
Challenges:  Despite its benefits,
the adoption of energy efficienc
measures faces challenges like hig
upfront costs, limited awarencss,
and policy gaps. These barriers can
be addressed through financial
sipport mechanisms, capacity-
building initiatives, and the devel-
opment of comprehensive, flexible
policies. Conclusion Energy effi-
ciency is an essential driver of sus-
tainable development, offering sig-
nificant economic, environmental,
and social benefits,
As technology improves and poli-
cies strengthen, energy efficiency
will remain cruclal in reducing
encrgy demand and mitigating cli-
mate change. By adopting energy-
efficient practices in our homes,
industries, and transportation sys-
tems, wee can contribute to a clean-
er, more sustainable future,

(The writer is DD Humm of

(The writer is a motivalor; views are personal)

energy efficiency decreases overall demand,
reducing dependence on fossil fuels and

‘whille those that do not must pur-
credits  to

chase

comply.

The Indian government has imple-
mented fuel efficiency standards for

Energy Effi ; views
are rnm:rmﬂ

Surya Ghar Yojana: A sustainable alternative to free electricity politics
Unlike conventional freebies, this scheme boosts long-term savings, infrastructure investment and promotes sustainable energy production

n response to the growing
IIrl' of political parties
offering free electricity to
secure votes, the Narendra
Maodi government has intro-
duced the Pradhan Mantri
Surya Ghar Yojana, This initia-
tive aims to promote solar
energy adoption by providing
homeowners with a subsidy
ranging from Rs 30,000 to Rs
78000 for installing one to
three kW solar panels. The
scheme is designed to reduce
dependence ongovernment
subsidies while ulﬁringhnum:-
holds the benefit of free elec-
tricity for up to 25 years,
Solar Power for Houschalds
Under this scheme, a con-
sumer will spend around Hs
40,000 10 Rs 70,000 to install
i two to three kW solar panel.
This investment allows house-
holds to generate up to WX

ASHWAN MAHAJAN

units of electricity per month,
covering a significant partion
af their L‘IICI’!{} needs. At the
current rate of Bs 8 per unit,
this translates to a monthly
saving of Rs 2400, Over 25
iﬂm the total savings per

ouschold would amount to
approximately Rs 7.20 lakh
ensuring that the initial cost of
installation is recovered with-
in one to two years, The gov-
ernment has nr:m made provi-
sians for conswmers ta fnance

the remaining amount at a
concessional interest rate of 7
per cent.

Addressing the Politics of
Free Electricity

In recent years, several politi-
cal parties have leveraged the
promise of free electricity as a
means to gain political sup-
port. States like Delhi, Punjab
and Himachal Pradesh have
implemented such schemes,
offering free or subsidised
electricity to a significant por-
tion of their populations,

In Delhi, for instance, the
Aam Aadmi Party [AAP) gov-
ernment provides up to 200
units of electricity for free
and a 50 per cent subsidy for
those consuming hetween 201
and 400 units, ?I(rhrvrr. the
cost of these schemes has
placed asignificant burden on
state budeets. In Delhi. Rs

3,250 crore was allocated for
electricity subsidies in the
2023-24 budgm out of a total
budget of Hs 78800 crore.
Um.r:r AAPS rule, the capital
expenditure growth rate has
declined from 19.6 per cent
during the previous Congress
governments tenure to 9.2
per cent, Consequently, infra-
structure development in
Delhi has slowed, with fower
new projects being launched.
The situation is similar in
other states where free electric-
ity has been promised. Punjab,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, nml
Himachal Pradesh are all

pling with mounting L'I:l'..
making it increasingly difficult
to sustain free electricity
schemes. In some cases, states
have had to scale back or
abandon these initiatives due
1o financial constraints

A Viable Alternative

The Pradhan Mantri Surya
CGhar Yojana offers a more sus-
tainable solution. By encour-

aging houscholds to generate
their wwn electricity throu

rooftop solar panels, the
scheme reduces the long-term
burden on government
finances. The total investment
required by houscholds under
the scheme is Bs 1.5 lakh

including the government sub-
md. With one crore house-
olds cxpected to participate,
|||1:i would result in an addi-
tional capacity of 30 GW of
solar power, significantly
boosting Indins renewable
energy output.
Unlike traditional free electric-
ils schemes, which are fund-
ed by annual government sub-
siclies, the Surya Ghar Yojana

Environmental Tmpact
The Surya Ghar Yu}:mn has
ar-reaching economic and
cmﬂmnmcnln] benefi
ovides households a
el |nb|r source of free electric-
ity for 25 years, ensuring sig-
nificant savings on energy
hills. This also recuces the gov-
ernment’s reliance on costly
freeing up funds
tial i|1¥rnslm:lun:

rovides long-term benefits
without placing a strain on the
budget. By generating their
own electricity, houscholds
will no banger be dependent on
yearly subsidies and will con-
tribute to reducing the coun-
try’s carbon footprint. This
aligns with Indias broader
goals of increasing renewable
energy production and achiey-
ing net-zero emissions,
Economic and

Secand, the scheme is expect-
ed to generate large-scale
employment, with over one
lakh people required to be
trained to install and maintain
solar panels. This will nat
only create new jobs but also
develop a skilled workforce in
the renewable energy sector,
Third, by increasing solar
cm'rgﬁ production, the scheme
will help India reduce its

dependence on fossil fuels,
contributing to the country’s
efforts to combat climate
change. Rooftop solar panels
arean environmentally I}ricnd-
ly alternative to coal-based
power plants, and their wide-
spresd adoption will signifi-
cantly reduce carbon emis-
sions, By encouraging house-
holds to invest in solar energy,
the scheme not only reduces
the burden on state bud
but also contributes to Indials
renewable energy goals. The
widespread adoption of
rooftop solar panels has the
potential to transform the
energy landscape, providing
households — while helping
India maove closer o achicving
its environmental objectives,
(The writer is Professor,
PGDAV College, Uiniversity o
Taelf n eorcl |
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Congressinaspot
Party should leam lessons from poll reversals

stunning defeat in Haryana and adismal per-
formance in Jammu & Kashmir have under-
mined the Congress’ pre-eminent position in
the INDIA bloc ahead of the Maharashira
and Jharkhand Assembly elections. The
wrand old party was sitting pretty after an impressive
show in the Lok Sabha polls, but things have changed
after the October 8 verdict. Some of its allies, such as the
Shiv Sena-UBT (Uddhav Balasaheb Thadkeray), the CPl
and the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), have advised the Con-
gress to introspect and review its strategy for the upcom-
ing polls With the Maha Vikas Aghadi's seat-sharing
talks in Maharashtra entering the kst lap, the Shiv Sena-
UBT and Sharad Pawar-ked NCP are sensing an opportu-
nwwmndabmerbarmm&nmw%m
k to remind its alli
xml}nllumﬂl»l:ppafm in Maharashtra in this
year's Lok Sabha polls, winning 13 of the 17 seats it contest-
e (Shiv Sena- UBT and the BJP won nine each). However,
there is Smply no room for complacency after the party
made the blunder of regarding Haryana as low-hanging
fruit. is decision to go sobo rather than tyingup with AAP
Thas come under senuting Though AAP drew a blank, its
vote share of 1.79 per cent impacted the outcome of the
neck-and-neck rce between the BJP and the Congress.
As the Congress high command returns to the draw-
ing board, it needs to be more accommodative of its
INDIA partners, With the BIP in the ascendant in Jhark-
Thand, the Congress should bi humble enough toplay see-
ond fiddle tothe Jhark hand Mu kti Morcha, InMaharash-
tra, oo, it must priortise what is best for the alliance over
what suits its own interests. The BJP has regrouped very
well after its underwhelming show in the parliamentary
jpalls — hubris has made way for coalition dharma The
Congress can lean a lesson or two from its archenemy.

Save Buddha Nullah

Tum rejuvenation plans into reality

HE recent review of the Buddha Nullsh rejuve-
nation project undersoores the ungent need to
restore this vital waterway. A tributary of the
Sutlej river flowing through Ludhiana, it has
long been & significant resouree for the region.
However, rampant pollution has turned itintoatoxcdrain,
ﬁmmummmwmmmemm
Central an:l state governments’ commitment of Rs 840
arore to rej the nullah is promising, vet |
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Let’s not fail the voters of J&K

This election, like the one held in 1977, has called for restoration of the people’s dignity

[P S
T HABEU LLAH
FORMER BUREALUCRAT, JLK CADRE

0, the election
results are out after
much  conjecture
and wild guesses.
The UT of Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K) now has
an elected Assembly. But as
one commentator on a popu-
lar TV programme surmised,
“What were all the promises
about — including the prom-
ise of restoration of state
hood?", considering that the
Vidhan Sabha is only a cipher
with nominal authority Se,
does the 2024 JEK election
have any significance in the
context of being part of the
world's largest democracy
and given that this was the
first Assembly poll since the
state lost both its statehood
and its supposed special sta-
tus under the now-trashed
Article 370 of the Constitu-
tion on August 5, 20197
‘This was also the first Vid-
han Sabha election held after
the extension of the notifica-
tion of Scheduled Tribe (ST)
status in February to the
Muslim Rajput (Pahari) com-
munity, primarily residing in
Poonch and Rajouri areas of
the Jammu division with a
scattering in Kashmir —
nearly two years after the
Delimitation  Commission
redrew constituencies and
submitted its report in May
2022, The latter meant that 44
per cent of the population,
which constitutes residents
of Jammu, would vote in 48
per cent of the seats, while
the 56 per cent living in Kash-
mir would exercise their fran-
chise in the remaining seats.

ROADMAP: National Co

der Omar Abdullah ified the

ic and politicsl

eonfrant Jammu & Kashmir a5 he oullined the tasks that he has set fof himse i m

Yet, the election campaign
was lively, even rowdy and
redolent of the 1977 election,
which returned a triumphant
Sheikh Abdullah te power,
reundly defeating a coalition
led by none other than the
Janata Party, the ruling party
at the Centre led by then
Prime  Minister  Morarji
Desai. And this time, too,
avowedly separatist and radi-
cal elements entered the fray,
although under different
entitles but not disavowing
their stated agenda. One idi-
otic leader’ called upon the
winner to refuse to form the
government. What then, one
might ask the gentleman, was
the purpose of fighting the
election? This election, like
the one held in 1977, has
called for the restoration of
the people's dignity.

The 2024 poll results are as
decisive as those of the 1977
election. What could be dis-
concerting is that all Hindu-

India and its natural
constituent (J&K)
acted as one entity in
upholdingdemocratic
rights — to contest as
wellas to speak out.

majority seals have almost

unanimously gone to the BIF.

But the ruling party's effort
at polarising the tribal com-
munity worked decisively in
favour of the National Confer-
ence (NC), the choice of most

Kashmiris. On the eve of the
election, I had spoken to an
old friend from Sakhi Maid-
an, a Rajput village in ST-
reserved  Mendhar  con-
situency in Jammu, He told
me that he had given his word
as a Rajput tothe BJP leader-
ship to vote for that party il
ST status were granted. They
had kept their word, he said,
and now he must keep his.
The Mendhar sest was won
by Javed Ahmed Rana of the
KRC, which bagged six ST-
reserved seats, with the Con-
gress getting one, Indepen-
dents (likely to join the
NC-Congress coalition) two
and the BJP none. There is
then no polarisation in the
support base of any party
except the BJP Does the par-
ty need to review its appeal?
Yet, the big question
remains: With the Vidhan
Sabha being an organism
with little authority, what is
all the fuss about? The CM-

designate, Omar Abdullah,
has already given a call for
the restoration of statehood,
but there is little doubt that
his election to the position
will not give him the authori-
ty o deliver on this demand.
Nevertheless, the enthusiasm
generated, the debate and dis-
cussion and the interest
aroused inthis election across
the country, crowned by the
widespread participation in
the process by all sections of
the population —be itinJam-
mu or Kashmir — carry their
own lessons, The most note-
worthy of these is that India
and its natural constituent
(W&K) clearly acted together
as one entity in upholding
democratic rights — to con-
test as well as to speak out. Is
that not the common aspira-
tion of every Indian? Should
this not be recognised inas-
much as also the dream of
every Kashmin?

The economic and political
challenges facing the people
of J&K, which they share
with the nation, are common
knowledge. Omar has identi-
fied these in outlining the
tusks that he has set for him-
sell, Economic amelioration
amid rising inflation, edwca-
tion and healthcare, gender
equality, all working togeth-
er in what is constitutional
decentralisation, harnessing
public mobilisation through
panchayati raj — these are
all common aspirations. The
people have passed through
decades of suffering and vio-
lence, The victorious alllance
has shown its sensitivity to
these issues in its manifesto.
Are we going to allow them
todeliver? The voters of J&K
have given their voice lo
Joining a national aspiration,
But what they have also said
loud and clear is that they
want to do this themselves
and not forcibly through an
authoritarian hand., Let us
not fail them.

lhas been shuggish, wlhpul.lmmmcsﬂlmmm
Inchustrial waste: from Ludhiana'’s dyeing units, untreated
sewage and solid waste have severely polluted the nullah
Ome major problem is the lax enforcement of pollu-
then control regulations. Although the Punjab Pollution
Control Board (PPCB) recently ardered three common
effluent treatment plants to stop. discharging nl.n Bud-
«dha Nullah, complia ¥, These
continue to disregard the ZLD (zero Ilq'l.ud discharge)
mandate, and over 120 pollution points remain
hecked, adding to the di i . A recent deci-
slonto form a joint task force by the Centreand the Pun-
jab Government is a step in the right direction. This
team of experts is setto inspect eritical pollution points,
address infr gaps and d long-term
wons, This col e approach es that
restoring the nullah requires strict oversight, improved
waste management and community invalvement.
The situati ical, For the regi f Ludhiana
d ing areas, the poll inthe nullah results
iin contaminated drinking water, increased health risks
and degraded agricultural lands. Civil society and envi-

I groups have ad d for stronger pollution
controls, immediate action at the pollution sources and
public on waste ‘The Buddha

Nullah rejuvenation project represents an opparfunity to
reverse yearsof environmental de gradation. Thislifeline
st be restored to its pristine state so it can again sup-
jport the ecosystem and serve the people sustainably.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Muslim educational conference
THE presidential address delivered by Khan Bahadur Sheikh
Abelul Qurlir, Barat-Law, at the Muslim Prmnural Educational
Conference held at Car risa

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

The greatest task of democracy, its ritual and feast — is choice. —nGwens

‘Googlopathy’
is here to stay

Plan

T HE other day, a doctor used the term ‘Googlopa-
thy" during a conversation with me. It was not dif-
ficult to guess that the term referred to the
Google search by patients about ailments, treatments
and drug side-effects and the subsequent exercise of
putting questions to doctors on the basis of the 'knowl-
edge’ gleaned. Medical practitioners, however, in gener-
al, are not com fortable with the trend.

A Google search led to several definitions of this term.
The most interesting was: ‘Googlopathy is the most mod-
em branch of medicine where the patient prescribes
medicines to his doctor!”

In India, patients are generally unaware of the preven-
tive, diagnostic and curative aspects of illnesses. After
providing basic information and asking a few simple
guestions, they sccept whatever the doctor prescribes. To
them, the doctor is next to God!

However, the advent of the Internet and search engines
such as Google has changed the scenario. Educated
patients have started questioning doctors. The questions
are based on information obtained from various sources,
including Google. Health supplements of various newspa-
pers, oo, play o part in making the people sware of illness-
es and their preventioneure.

The rights of a patient include the right to information
(RTI). The April 2024 Patient Safety Rights Charter of the
World Health Organisation lists it at No. 7 among 10
lLlhls - rw.hl to information, education and supported

in many respects. It not aly b cenrly the cducaional need:
of the Muss almans of the provinoe, but is singulardy free from that
bittermess and communal bias which notunofien characten se sim-
lar pronouncements, The Khan Bahadur rightly emphasises the
mwhntrulhh-nddmmwwhwmdwltﬂnluus
impressive appeal to his greaterattention it
will meet with a suitable response, 14 is, indeed, o weoome sign of
‘the times that the Mussalmans of our province are awakening toa
mmt[&nrummlﬂlb‘mthnmﬂuundu}nwm}m
tion in them that the non-Mush; jon of the popula-
tion is in full (v with any fTorts that may be
made to further the progress of education amongst the Mus-
sulmans. [terscy, be it amongst the Mussalrmans or Hindus, snd
neither of them can be sald 1o have attained even an gppreciable
measure of success in their Aght against &, is a polent source of

national weab Mo one, th who has an jota of patriotic
Mwmmmmmmmemwmmdwm
of the fucation, so long as it is not sought
wwnmwmwm(mmwmmmm

i and he do plead forthe
government withed e educati '*‘"*""w'm“b'“*

ions of other i
disposal of newly started Muslim instituions.

——

decisior K India’s Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare released a charter of patients' rights in 2018; RTI
was placed at the top. The National Human Rights Com-
mission has enumerated 17 rights of a patient; RTI finds
a prominent place among them.

An informed discussion between the doctor and the
patient remains elusive in India due to three key reasons,
First, questioning a doctor is against the tradition prevalent
since ages. Second, medical practitioners are short of time,
they cannot afford to engage in lengthy tallcs with patients
when scores of others are waiting for their turn. Third, and
this is most important, the patient is unable to separate the
wheat from the chafl among the plethora of information
gleaned by him; hence, many a time, his queries are not
only irrelevant but also silly. No wonder doctors, busy as
theyare, are put off by such patients.

During my interaction with renowned doctors over the past
50 years with regard tomy ailments, 1 found most of them open
to an informed discussion, leading toa positive contribution o
proper dingnosis and treatment.

‘There is noturning back on the era of information and knowl-
edge. ‘Googlopathy” oru.hm'erymmnycnﬂ.!\, the pntrnt £
right to infc ought to be pred and resp

Refer to ' Against all odds’; exit polls, once
keenly awaited by volers before the
results, have lost much of their credibility.
‘The key reason for the exit polls getting it
wrong could be that voters are now hesi-
tant to reveal their preferences. As a
result, political parties are also not able o
judge the volers' mood. Parties should
learn a lesson from the unanticipated
results in Haryana. A huge crowd at big
rallies is no guarantee of votes. The victo-
rious BJP must acknowledge that people
have voted for it despite several unad-
dressed issues and now it should try 1o
resolve the grievances of the public.
YOGINDER SINGHAL, LADWA

Resuits

Refer to *Against all odds’; the Aszmbly

Boost to BJP's morale

The verdiet of the Jammu & Kashmir and
Haryana Assembly elections has turned to be
ashodeer for the Con gress and a booster for the
BJE After a below-par show in the Lok Sabha
elections, the BJP corrected its course and
emerged as the winner in Haryana. The Cone
gress became overco nfident on seeing signs ol
recovery and allowed internal issues to affect
its working, thus squandering the advantage,
ending up as the loser for the thimd time ina
v, The victory in Haryana and the perform-
anee in J&K have put the BJP back on track.
The loss} Jeeresd the &

meral

the Congress in forming alliances,

DVG SANKARA RAD, VIZIANAG AR AM
Work for social inclusiveness
Refer to J&K's clear verdict’; the edito-

rial hl.ghl:ghl! !hm there is no room for a
of kes in Jammu and

elections in Haryana have la sur-
priging result. The BJF's promises of a cor-
ruption-free government, combined with the
Centre’s outreach, ensured that the ‘Brand
Modi' a ppeal remained intact. While the BIP
managed itz internal conflicts effectively, the
Congress struggled with factionalism. Fh(

K.ns'hm:r The National Conference (NC)
has staged a comeback. The promises
made by the party in its manifesto include
the restoration of J&K's ‘political and
legal’ status. However, the restoration of
Article 370 is itselfl a deviation from the

mer CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda d
the party's ticket distribution process,
favouring his lovalists over more deserving
candidates. The Congress’ overemphasis on
national issues such as the caste census and
economic disparities failed o attract
Haryana's electorate. This misstep con-
tributed to the party’s failure to make the
mast of the anti-incumbency factor.

‘SANIAY CHOPRA, MOHALI

Nodent in BJP's vote bank
With reference to ‘Rahul’s missteps & BJP's
Buins’; once you lose in politics, umpleen sto-
ne e reulated about the fall,
After the exit poll predictions, the notion that
the Congress would win hands down was
prevalent everywhere and the BIP's top lead-
ership had silently accepted defeat. The AAF's
miscalculations and ambitions reduced the
Conggress' votes sulbstantially, with no dent in
the BJF's committed vote bank. CM Saini's
daim on the eve of the poll results that “all
woukl be fine” mised doubts about the poll
process, for people remember how the Chandi-
gurh mayoral election was rigged.

BM SINGH, AMRITSAR

C ion as it cor s the unity
and integrity of India. The restoration of
Article 370 and 35A may be a legitimate
demand of the NC, but the party must go
beyond rhetorie and work for soctal inclu-
siveness and economic development.
PAWAN YADAV, JAMMU

Sharpen India's defence strate gy
Refer o ‘Indianise certainly, but also
demystify defence”; India's defence short-
falls are amatter of grave concern for nation-
al security, While the UK regularly conducts
Strategic Defence Reviews (SDRs) and
invests 2.5 per cent of its GDPP in this sector,
India spends less than 2 per cent of its GDP
despite looming threats from Fakistan and
China. India must initiate SDRs, modernise
its forces and raise the defence budget to 3
per cent of the GDP and not rely on outdat-
ed equipment. With hostile neighbours at
the gate, India must fortify its defences by
prioritising advanced technology and strate-
gic preparedness over political rhetoric and
cost-cutting. Indianisation is weloome, but
not at the cost of military capability.
AMARJEET MANN, UNA

Lemers 10 the Editor, typed in double space, should not exteed the 200-wond mit.
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How Jats ruined Congress’ party

L]
CHANDER SUTA DOG RA
SENIOR JOURNALIST

BOUT a month
agn, them was o
ez i Punjab
and Haryana High
Joun el bes about
the consolidation of non-Jt
communities  in  Haryana,
aganst the growing Jat fortifk-
cation in the Congress. It was
the frst indication that, per
haps, things were not going
weording 1o popular peroep-
tion. Litigants from distics
like Rohtak, Gurgaon, anc
Faridubod shored thelr fear
and resentment over Jat asser-
Rion im the: run upto the polls
“People k] us that though
they had initially dedded o
vote out the BUIP this time, the
manner in which aggressive
Jots in thedr nedgghbsourhooed
had begun to assert ther
might even before the polls,
was making them do a
think,” a lawyer sakd.

Inthe dinof the election cam.-
paign where every analyst anc
observer et otherwise, such
pieces of information may well
harve been dismissed as mere
strows in the wind. As it turned
oul, the one party — the Con-
gess — which should have
jpaid attention to the changing
pattem of dectom] winds was
oo busy giving hope and mus-
cle to its Jot vote-bank.

‘The Haryana election story
willl bee lissectid and analysed

mn El.‘ihum JALANDHAR | THURSDAY | 10 OCTOBER 2024

for rronths to come, But a few
fints stand out,

Avquiet sublemranen consol-
idation of non-Jat communi-
ties like Brahmins, Banias,
Schedubed Castes, Punjabis
and Other Backward Castes
wok place without mny of
therm making o nobse about it
Contrast this with the high
decibel Jat assertion that dom-
inated the alrwmve during the
dection campalgn. The high
octane coverage of Vinesh
Phogat's journey from the
airport to her village in
Chark hi Duddri with Congress
Lok Sabha MP Deepender
Singh Hooda sccompanying
her in o colowrful avaleade
was nol missed. The BJP
maintained o distance, The
Jat cormmunity wen el irious
with joy, even as the others
watched in sullen silence,

The BJIP run an effective kow

OPED

i

ugitation when they sulfered
the koas of both propenty and
Tives, were rekindled.

Mo than anything else,
hemvvet; the Harvana dection
results reflect o larger social
churm in which margnabised

Sy caumi that 1
soking arm of Jaldominance,
the return of kharchi parchi’
the so<nllal Lribse-giving
systerm of handing out jobs
mwell as its welfare agenda for
smaller buckoward groups. The
BIPs truns parent job recruit-
ment policy resonated with
voters, giving them hope that
iotngg abncl, thedistrbution of
Jots would be more equitilbile,
Cundidates and workers, in
amall  roodside  meetings
meminded people of how a
metuern of the Bhupinder Singh
Hooda style of govemance
woitld it thestr ives, That
they would go back to existing
on the fringes of govemance
whillethe powerful Jat comim-
ity woukd corner govemment
lurgesse. For many communk-
ties, like the Banias ancl Sainis,
Tatter memories of the 2006 Jat

s wre openly dum-
ouring for their place in the
sun, They remain fearful of
the aggressive dominance of a
single community, but are
willing to quietly hit loack to
retrieve their rights. The BIP
has successfully tapped into
this vein of fear

Whether OBC or Dalit, the
overricling theme in the coun-
tryaide that has led to the cus-
rent sharp polarisation seems
10 be thelr growing aspirations
coupledd with an acute cone
sciousness of their rights. T
sy ‘o’ 1o dominant groups
veling  mughshod and no
longer as willing to make way
e powerfll  comrmunities.
Even leas willing to wait for a
better tomormow, And o the
RIP stepped in and offored o
ol thedr hand.

Inradly after milly Amit Shah

COSTLY MISTAKE: The Congress treated Seja shoddiy and she went publicwith her anguish, mi

The Haryana
election results
reflect alarger social
churn, where the
marginalised
communities are
clamouring for their
place in the sun.

mepested the mantra — how
the BIP was determined to
expand reservations o back-
ward onstes in Group A and
Group B governmmt joba
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saind missed no opportunaty to
stress his OBC custe, pointedly
usking the Congress if they
would ever nominate an OBC
i chief minkster

The Congress” high decibel
amipuign — groter thetorde,
bt el welimnos on codre
support — was no match for
the BIFs metioul 4

In Haryana

thee Congiress; deasty, they out-
numbersd the Jits,

Uchana Kalan is & ouse in
puint Locabed in the Jat heurt:
land of Jind, Udhana Kalana
was won by a Brohmin, Deven-
dhr Chaturblug Attd, who
chfeated the saons of two
prominent Jot Gmilies of
Haryana, Dushyant Chautala,

her own party; soon, she had
gone public with her anguish.
1t was cleur thail ghis wis being
put in the shade — oul of
Haryuna's 80 conatituencies,
only nine smts were given to
Tt mooumd s, comnpaned 1o Uhe
76 decided by Hooda She
racle it clear that she wanted o
contest the Assambly election

foemer Deputy Chief Minister  and be considerad as a possible
I dson of Chaud-  chiefr i dlckates, bsut
Tary Dead Lal, stood fifth and  ghe wasn't allowed 1o do so.
forfeited his scunty depost.  The Dulits took the cue and
e Congress’ Bujender  began talking of a non-Jat
Singh, great grndson of Sir  (read Dalit) CM if the Congress
Chotu Ram and son of former  canme to powee
Union Minister Birender Adter the Narnaund episode,
Singh, who has represented  Selja emenged a3 a symibol of
theconstituency several imes,  Dalit angst “If our tallest
lost, by the slimmest of mar  Jeoder was trested o bodly,
gins only T voles. Attri's viee what cun we excpect,” asked o

ey i evidence of the RIP's
micro-management tadics in
which independent Jut candi-
dites were propped up o
divicle the Jat votes here, One
of them bagged 21000 more
votes than Dushyst Chautala,

‘Then, on Seplember 12when
the election campnign was
peaking, a Congress supporier
in Nomuund made o castst
shur against Kumar Selja, the
Dalit G MP from Sira,

management, which returned
to the RSS' formidalie gross-
oots network, with procharaks
Banningout intothe villages to
spread the party’s message, It
all happenad 5o quietly, that
many even in the BIP were
perhaps taken by sumprise
whien the poll mesults came in

The BIP gained

The videowent viral and o cose
was megistered. Hooda, who
wis leading the Congress's
election cumpuign damissed
the episode, by saying that the
person “who has reportedly
skl this connot be s Congress
worket” Bul Selja's suppart
o weere ennaged. She, herselfl,
stopped and sat

rraimly on the strength of the
RSS push, winning 2 outof 65
rural seats, It even gained in
somme Jut chmbnabed seats, wine
ning 18, The OBCs and Dalits
i these seats rallied against

Indias economy up despite West Asia contlict,

SUSHMA RAMACHAND RAN
SENIOR: FINANCIAL
JOURNALIST

YEAR has elapsed
since the lsroek
Hamas  condlict
erupted on the
porkd stage. There

Indlia, too, would fsce the con-
U,

Even in the post year, India
has ot remained unscathed
Iy geopolitical tensions. The
dhruption of thee movemant of
merchant shipping through
the Rexd Sea his bed 10 o diver
shon of most Buope- and US
Tound cargoes to the longer
mllllﬂﬂ’lwl'ﬂm'\il
the Cape of Good Hope, This
Thas come: as a double wham-
Ty s exporiers s they simul-
neously e new oarlon
embssion ules lad down by
the Buroponn Undon e a wide

1

were would stall
India's trajectory towards o
higher growth path in the
post-Covid recovery  phase.
These fears have been put 1o
rest as the gross domestic
product (GDP) rose by o sur-
prising 82 per cent in 2023-24.
Thee flrst quarterof the curment
Misenl has been suledued, ot 6.7
per cent, but the central bank
expects an overall growth of
7.2 percent in 200435,
However, external  head-
winds could still be a spoiler,
given the lntest developments
in West Aska. Isroel's altacks
on Hezbollah in Lebanon
havwe been followed up by
Iran's flurry of retalistory
missies. The  situation
remalns tense in the region
amid fears over the prospects
of o wier regional conflagra-
tion. In mse this becomes o
reality, it would be a big blow
to the global economy anc

mngge of §

The Russia-Ukninewaralso
continues o have romifios-
tions in the form of depressed
demand i critical westem
markets. Import oosts are
smilarly rising a8 many ship-
ments from the west ane now
moving through the longer
mouite to avosd the Suez Canal
and the ongoing depredations
of the Yemen-based Houthis,

The situation remains an irr-
it with roughly two-thinds of
all merchant shipping repoit-
ol o be arvolcling the tradition-
ol passage through the cinal. [t
st be memembered that 12
e oenk of the global trade
st this leey shipping lane,

On the other hand, o mar-
leets hanvemoved to the bearish
mode afler the initinl shock of
the anset of the Israd-Hamas
condlict, Prices have been drift-
ing kewer partly duse to the et
thit the ol prochucing ares

]

OMINOUS: The lates 1 Wost Asla could | for India, FouTes

have not been directly affect- behind the softening of oil
od, ot beast as yet. The other prices was the dlowdown in
fctors, inchuding  reduced the world's largest importer.,
demand  fom China  and The ltest monetary stinvubus
wecoess supplbes in the market, packiage announced by the
harve wesig b more hevily on Chinese government seems
thecrude oll prices. Currently, tobe the first step in brin ging
despite o spike after missile the economy back b better
wtocks by Iran, thee benche health. In cse thess mens.
mark Brent arude bs nuling ot ures sucoved, the demand for
wound §T7 per barvel while the ol coubd pick up significantly
Wit Teas  Intermediate and this, in turn, would push
oruch: is around $73 up global prices.

“These are manageable kevels The Inclian equity markets
for Indin which imports over are already facing the brunt of
B oy oend of it fuel needs. Inisown e enthustosm of foreign instl

“The fact that oll prices have not
ghot up over the past year
despitie the challenging oo po-
Bitical scenario has been a con
sichorabie relief for this country.

“The situation is now chang:
ing in several mapects, Most
important is the prospect of
aneconomicrevival in China,
One of the main factors

sell-interest,
India should
make asirong
pushforpeacein
West Asia,

tutional investors (FIls) for
stocks in China, where valus
tions are conaidered  more

at home for abmost o fortnight
untl she was plcated Ly
Rahul Ganehi and persuaded
o join a mily in Ambala. As the
tallest Dulit leacker of the stte,
Seljn was treated shoddily by

Dulit Conjgress worker fom
her constituency, Sendng an
opportunity, BIP  workers
worked hard 1o publicise U
widieo fiur andl wide, in the hope
that it would further alienate
the Dalits from the Congress,
Haryuna's 21 per oot Dalit
population which had coe
lesoed around the Congress,
began o sbandon the purty
and vee lowards the BIP
Now that all is sakl and
done, it is dear that Kumar
Seljn has had her mevenge, U
is also dear that her stand
ghould force the Congress to
e invent itsell. The electorate
saw through the hollowness
of Hooda's slogan of working
for the ‘chattis biradari’ (all
36 costes). Hooda's loss was
the BJP's gain. Caste consol-
Iclation helped the BIP beat a
Viyear anti incumbency, not
0 much on the strength of its

Vlkavemrdongg rulbis bast b se
of the mnsecurities of
Haryana's lowest castes.

but dangersloom

nous, with reports emanating
that more stralegic altacks
gy be on the way: These indi-
cute that Lsmel could be think
ing of lunching missiles at
Trmn's ol instal lations o porta.

Mot of Iran's anide i sold
to China owing to the sanc-
Uons imposed on it by the US,
But its availalality has been a
mixderating factor in the workd
murhets, Attackes admed ot aut-
ting off ranian crude supplies
woukd immediately lead to a
spurt in the prices.

In case this happens, a
region that produces most of
the hydroarbons needed to
run the global economy will
e e gulfiedd in oowar,

Asfuras Incin isconcemed, it
il b et about Bhee fe of
millions of expatriate dticons
resicling inthe Gulf region who
gy e ot riske dlue bo the con-
flict, Resowe operations my be
newded o evecuste them in
sorme cases, Any strife will dso
affect the flow ol emittances lo
this country which have been a
mujor source of revenue in
mecent yeurs.

The outcome of the harden-
g ol prices will be inflation-
ary pressures on the domestic
eoonomy. Costs will rise for
industries reliant on od and

hacrative, The F s as feedstock. The power
sellers inthe pestmonth,lured  sector  could  face  serious
Iy thee fact that the Hong Sengg shortfalls in availability, kead-
irwdiesx shot up by 26 per cent. ing o outages in parts of the

AL the same lime, the soe-
nario on the [sreekIran font
has become even mone omi-

country:. Rertilisers is another
kezy mrea that would bear the
burden of higher costs and

this could potentially affect
the agriculture sector

Disruption in the glotal sup
Py chabns would affect coun-
tries wound the workd, inchud:
imgg Indin. 1t is chficult to made
o dhetalberl assesmmint of the
impaoct as it would depend on
the esent towhich the conflict
wiclens in West Asia. There is
noeloubd, however, that it could
potentially crente an even big:
ger shock W Uhe work] eoono-
my than the Russia-Ukraine
wir, owing o the enend
esourees koot in the region.

I thiscombed, it roust be nob
e that the biggest oll proclucer
in the world is now the US. Yet,
‘the Gulf region scoounts for o
stzable amount of ofl and gos
supplics o U rest oftheworkd,
with Saudi Arubia being the
largest exporter 1t is also te
midway podnt for trade fows
betwern Europe and  Asia,
Even & regional conflict will,
obwiously, spll over to create
rpples elewhere.

As fur as India is concemed,
it has so far managed o push
ahead with economie recovery
despite mounting geopolitical
challenges. In case the Lanel
Tran conflict resnains sporadic,
the domestic economy s
vesilient enough 1o sustiin te
pace of growth Bul if @
expenls intoa wider war, there
oould be wider and as yet
unknewn repenoussions. In its
own selfinterest, therefore,
India should make a strong
puish for peace in e rogion.
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DELHE

isation in Harvana

¥ winning a third consecutive term in Ha-
ryana, the Bharativa Janata Party (B}
has demonstrated that its pole position in
the Hindi heartland remains intact. Its failure to
win an absolute majority in the 2024 general
election has not eroded its social base, and in Ha-
ryana, it increased its vote share when compared
o the previous election. The Congress too saw its
vote share and the number of seats increase, but
not enough to win power. The simultaneous
gains for both parties are indicative of a sharper
polarisation, but that does not entirely end the
impaortance of smaller outfits and influential in-
dependents as it turns out — they tilted Ih: scabe
in several constituencies. The outcome mirmoms a
social reality of Haryana that the BJP cleverly en-
gmm:n:d to its benefit and which the Congress
k nalm:ly ah"url i of non-jat
o against Jat d Incumbent
Chief Mirlistcr Mayab Singh Saini, who is set for a
second term, became the face of the BIP's mobil-
isation of Other Backward Classes, The BJP's stra-
ey of offering political space for marginalised
Hindu communities is one that is working well
for it. Jats possibly united against the BJP, as the
eclipse of the INLD and JJP suggest, but that
worked in the BIP's favour by aiding the counter-
miobilisation of disparate groups. The Haryana
poll outeome also helps Prime Minister Narendra
Modi reinforce his autharity over the party.
The Congress failed to inspire conhdence
among a wider spectrum of society as former
Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda and his

The theme of World Mental Health Day (October 10) this vear is about

health and work is examined in three articles on the Editorial and Opinion pages

mental health in the workplace! The critical link between mental
two in the print edition and one in the online edition

Mental health in India’s material world

1 July this year, the case of a 26-year-old
woman executive working for a
multinational consulting firm, ending her
lifee e to immense work pressures moved
the spotlight to an important issue that concerns
millions of working Indians. In September, a
I8yearald software engineer with 15 years of
experience in a Chennaibased firm, ended his

. ey " ssistant Prafessar
life. He was on medication for depression caused

and Adaistant Dean
iasaans ane

conspicuous goods define status, This leads to
feelings of inadequacy, stress and social
comparison. As Ernest Becker noted, much of
human behmvdour is driven by the fear of
impermanence and insignificance. People chase
material wealth for social validation, heping it
will bring lasting happiness, but this pursuit
neglects selfawareness, The endless quest for
affluence disconnects individuals from the

by work stress. Despite their "successful” careers,
the loss of these lives underscores a growing
mental health crisis in India, where success is
often equated with relentless productivity and
material wealth, These events reveal the struggles
many face such as battling depression, anxiety,
and a lack of purpose even as they put up a
facade of success and contentment.

India is currently witnessing a surge in mental
health disorders. According to The Larcet
Psychiatry Commission, over 197 million people
suffer from conditions such as depression,
anxiety and substance abuse. Economic
has created new opportunities, but it has also
intensified societal pressures and personal

Qutreach) at the
Schaol of Liberal
Studies, BML Munjal
University

Bhar Paul

Asaistant Professar of
Philosophy at the

expectations. As India’s developmental Sehool of Liberal
aspirations rise, mental well-being is often Studies, BML Munjal
overlooked, fuelling a crisis driven by materialism University

and a growing disconnect from community and
self-awareness,

At the core of this crisis are existential
questions that have guided human thought since
the times of Socrates and Aristotle such as: Who
am [? What is the purpose of my life? How should
[ive? Socrates said, “The unecomined hife is not
worth living”, highlighting the need for
self-reflection. Aristotle linked the good life to
cudaimonia - Iloun-ihmg thmugh wvirtuous living,
Tuday Ih:sc L"HL‘rltI!l inepuiries are
the pursuit of efficiency,

productivity and material wealth. As India
embraces consumerism, this focus on affluence
distances individuals from deeper self-reflection,
exacerbating the mental health crisis,

Rising stress and anxiety

Indlia is grappling with a mental health epidemic,
with millions sutfering from disorders such as
depression and anxiety. The relentless pressures
of urban living, financial instability, and ferce
competition are significant contributors. Even
those who achieve material success often find
that wealth and status do not deliver true
well-being. Instead, many feel isolated and

India ks facing a
mental health
epidemic, with
urhan living,

disconnected from their commumities, financial
experiencing a profound sense of Instability and
purposelessness. While material wealth provides i ‘ \
temporary comfort, it fails to meet deeper ehoe i
emotional and p-sychu]upj:d.l needs. The growing C:l]l]).L'lllIUH a8
focus on consumerism, particularly in urban slgnificant
areas, has fostered a culture where lusury and contributors

sl el ofa P
life - self- awareness, purpose, and
meaningful relationships — trapping
them in a cyele of dissatisfaction.

people share resources and experiences,
reducing the pressure to compete for individual
sucoess, This strengthens social support networks
and reintroduces the value ul'mu:rdcptnd.cnnt
where well-being is d by

and Lunlnbumns tos the group rather than
pl:m:ln.d wealth, Unlike the isolation and
Dumparlsun promoted by consumer l.ulturr.‘.

o living fosters

and human tmn:n:lun providing

fulfilment through shared
experiences, These environments
offer a sense of belonging, purpose,

To break this cycle, we must and security, all of which are erucial
rethink what constitutes a good life. MENTAL HEALTH for reducing stress and mental health
Current political and economic [l Focus issties,
priorities reinforce the belief that
wealth and o jon equate to k C choice and liberty

This mindset shapes societal norms, encouraging
consumption-driven choices that further
entrench the mental health crisis,

Collective action, community as solutions
Tov address this erisis, we must shift focus from
individual success to collective well-being, Studies
show that strong social connections, supportive
cotmminities, and meaninghil work are eritical to
mental health. However, work-life balance and
legal protection are increasingly under threat,

h u pDIItII:d| climate in India, where young

A significant contributor to India's mental health
crisis is the reduction of freedom to consumer
choice, As India's middle class expands, many
equate their ability to buy goods with personal
freedom and success. However, this perspective
prioritises material wealth over deeper values
stch as equality and fraternity. The result is a
society where happiness is measured by buying
power, leading to an endless cyele of
consumption that does litthe to improve kong-term
mental health,

By reducing freedom to consumer choice,

strive for a cor

fividuals feel growing inadequacy, unable to

"guud life”, has led to proposals such as led
work hours. For instance, the Karmataka Shops
and Commercial Establishments (Amendmenty
Bill 2024 permits employees to work more than

12 hours a day, up to 125 hours in three months,
Amid rapid urbanisation and personal
achievernent, it is essential to remind ourselves of
the deeper meaning and purpose in life that can
be found through community, joy, and
friendship.

Examples from other countries offer lessons,
In Brdzll community gardens have helped

t by sharing responsibiliti
and fostering a sense of belonging, Similar
initiatives in India could counteract the isolation
fostered by urban living and consumerism,
bringing people together to create stronger social
hands,

Imiproving mental health requires embracing
community-oriented living that challenges the
individualised lifestyle promoted by consumer
culture, Modern consumerism equates freedom
with personal consumption, weakening social
bands that traditionally held communities
together. In contrast, community living fosters a
sustainable alternative — shared responsibility,
collective purpose, and mutual support create an
environment that nurtures emotional and
peyehological well-being. In community settings,

et rising dards of success, In contrast,
prioritising connection, community, and equity
provides a healthier foundation for both personal
well-being and societal progress,

Addressing India’s mental health crisis
requires rethinking what it means to live a good
life. We must challenge the materialistic notion of
suecess and refocus on mental, emotional, and
social well-being, The solution lies in adopting
alternative pathways that prioritise community
and collective action over individual wealth
aceumulation.

Programmes that promote mindfulness,
social-emotional learning, community living, and
mental health awareness are essential for creating
a culture that vahies mental well-being.
Additionally, social policies that reduce inequality
and provide mental health support are erucial to
address the crisis,

Atruly good life is not about how much we can
bury or achieve, but about how we relate to
ourselves, our communities, and our
environment. By prioritising community, equity,
and mental wellbéing, we can builda healdhier;
mare connected society where people feel
supported and valued, Only by addressing the
root causes of the mental health crisis can we
pave the way for a more meaningful and fulfilling
future for all,

Transform workplaces into supportive spaces

ma

1 recent years, a troubling trend has
l emerged in several countries: a rise in

'iI.IJEIdL‘E AmmanNg young pmh:munals —
1 to overwt stress and -
Il:nmr.m atthe wurl:pldu: This erisis underscores T

the increasing strain caused by excessive work,
reminiscent of the Japanese term kavoshi’, which P.
translates to 'death from overwork'. In 2023,
2,900 people in Japan ended their lives due to
overwork, What was once a term specific to Japan
has now found resonance in other parts of the
world, especially as the relentless drive for profic
and productivity continues to overshadow mental
hwealth, personal well-being, and even human
lives, A Statista report on suicide among Indian
professionals in the private sector for the year
2022 puts the numbser as 11,486,

Prafessor and Dean,
Christ University,
Bengalun

A competitive econoimy
Tha: reason behind this brotal work eulture is
clear: profit. In today’s competitive economy,
businesses focus on cost-cutting, efficiency and
productivity, As a result, employees come under
immense pressure o meet unrealistic
expectations, often \wrklr.u; long hours dnd
under condil Many
have adopted a belief system where success is
tiedd to a “husthe and bustle” culture, assuming
that perpetual activity will lead to better results.
This mindset is not new. Some schalars believe
that the roots of this wark ohsession can be
traced back to Max Weber's influential work, The
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism,
which links hard work with moral virtue,
According to Weber, success and diligence were
ot just signs of professional capability, but of
maral worth, Today, unfortunately, this ethos
thrives in high-stakes industries such as
technology, finance and law, where not just hard
wrk but also overwork is celebrated and even
plorified. The consequences are devastating,
Cognitive dissonance theory, a psychological
concept, helps explain how employers justity this
j;ml.lllng work l:|'l'\|'II'LI'I'II'I'I:‘J'Il Onee uwrwull:

The belier
system where
stccess I ted
o a brutal work
culture needs o

son Deepinder dominated the campaign. Their
own Jat community rallied behind the party
which possibly caused a counter consolidation of
the rest. The Hoodas have so controlled the Con-
gress in Haryana that the party organisation is
either non-existent or inetective. They stalled
the central leadership's efforts to form political
alliances. The Congress's Harvana sethack fol-
lows the pattern of the Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh elections that it lost in 2023 - re-
gional leaders whao refused to accommodate par-
ty colleagues and broaden the social base which
failed the party. The party is struggling to find a
hulance between having a robust regional leader-
ship and ensuring that its national outbook is not
undermined. Senior leader Rahul Gandhi could
mot enforce his social justioe agends in the party’s
Haryana strategy. Dalit party leaders were humi-
liated, opening space for others, The BJP has
been in power for 10 years and there was notable
resentment against it among voters. But that did
mot translate into a change of guard as the BIP
could beat anti-incumbency while the Congress
failed to gain from it. A study of the Haryana uul
come will be instructive of why the BJT
ten and the Congress ends up second best.

Sweet and sour

The inguiry into laddu adulteration
must not be communalised

ast week, the Supreme Court of India
L rightly asked the petitioners in the case of

the alleged adulteration of ghee used in
the famed Tirupati laddu prasadam not o make
the Court a "political battheground”, but the issue
is unlikely to remain one about ensuring quality
control af a food item associated with pomp and
sanctity. By appointing an “independent Special
Investigation Team (SITY under the direct super-
vision of the Director, Central Bureau of Investi
gation (GBI, the Court deftly made the Centre ac-
countable in ensuring an impartial inguiry, But
given the composition of the five-member SIT -
two CBI officials, two Andhra Pradesh police of-
fcers and a domain expert from the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAD) — ques-
tions are likely to be raised about its neutrality.
The CBI and A.P. police come under the jurisdic-
tions of political allisnee partners, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) bed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) led by
AP Chief Minister N, Chandrababu Naidu. The
Centre's conduct in court is likely to invite further
allegations of bias, where it expressed ‘full confi-
dence’ in the SIT formed by Mr. Naicu before the
Court decided to hand the case over to the CBI-
led SIT. Mr. Modi's pvernment his not expressed
such confidence in inguiry panels set up by Op-
position-rubed States such as the one in West Ben-
gal to inquire into corruption allegations against
the Saradha Group's pona scheme in 2003,

The laddu issue has already taken on commu-
mal overtones with AP BJP chief and Rajahmun-
dry MP Daggubati Purandeswari seeking a ‘decla-
ration of faith in Lord Venkateswara' from former
AP Chief Minister and YSRCP chief Y.5. Jagan

Reddy, a Christian. Mr. Reddy had to can-
isit to Tirupat in September after prot-
wests by cadres of the ruling TDP and its allies, the
BIP and Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan's
J5P. They have blamed the erstwhile Jagan Mo-
han Reddy administration of complicity in the al-
leged adulteration, The Naidu government hut
tressed Ms, Purandeswari's demand by rel
“declaration of faith” documents signed purp(:rl
edly by Bollywood actors and even former Jam-
miut and Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah,
As The Hindu reported, the gas chromatography
method, used to detect dairy contaminants, is
unlikely to determine the exact quantum of "fo-
reign fat™ in the ghee samples, The central go-
vernment must ensure that there is an impartial
inquiry into the allegation that there was an at-
tempt to contaminate the ghee supplied by a dai-
ry in Tamil Nach, samples of which were tested
an July & and July 12, It must ensure that this is
done without communalising the issue,

»

. ployers may be phased out

it as beneficial or even essential for organisational
growth. From a business standpoint, the belief
often emerges that pushing employees to their
limmits will filter out the “weak” and reward the
"strong”, fostering a culture of
hyper-competition. However, this distorted view
fgnores the steep human cost,
Chronic stress leads to burnout,
anxiety, depression, and, tragically,
suiciche in some cases.
Importance of employee MENTAL H
well-being
This myopic understanding of work
and success prevents companies from
considering alternative models that prioritise
cmployct \mﬂl -being, although research has
ly shown that happier

mote productive. The Human Relations
Movement, which began in the early 20th
century, underscored the importance of
employee satisfaction in improving organisational
efficiency. This perspective has slowly regained
traction today, as more companies are embracing
flexible work hours, mental health initiatives and
policies to promaote workelife balance, The
challenge now is to move beyond profit
maximisation to a long-term view that treats
human capital as a core asset.

So, how do we get there? While dismissing this
s wishful thinking is tempting, meaningful
change is possible. The first step for companies is
to reassess their work culture and expectations.
Employers should reduce excessive working
hotirs, offer lexible schedules, and embrace
remote work when possible. Studies have shown
that employees with more control over their
schedules report higher job satisfaction and
reduced stress levels, Encouraging regular breaks
and vacations is also vital in preventing burnout.
Equally important is providing psychological
support. Companies should invest in employes
assistance programmes and ensure that mental
health professionals are accessible. Psychological

research has proven that early intervention can

are

wFOCUS

dramatically reduce the long-term effects of
workplace stress. It is also crudial to foster open
comversations around mental health, eliminating
the stigma that often surrounds seeking help,

Focus on work quality
Supervisors and managers are pivotal

to driving this transformation, They

st be trained to recognise signs of

burnout, such as emotional
exhaustion or disengagement, and
EALTH intervene before problems escalate,
A culture where mental health
checlkins are mulin.c and 5In:ss
. is 1 can create a healthi
and more wrkforee. Addth
Dumpamu should shift their focus away from
measuring productivity solely based on the
quiantity of time spent of deadlines met. Instead,
performance metrics should emphasise the
quality of work. This approach would help create
an environment where output is valued for its
depth and impact rather than sheer volume.,
Lastly, the deeply ingrained myth that constant
busyness equates to productivity must be
debunked. A balanced and sustainable work
culture benefits employees and their
organisations, Employers should set realistic
expectations, and employees must feel
empowered to set boundaries around their work
hours, This includes saving "no” when workloads
become unmanageable, a daunting but necessary
step in maintaining mental health,

The issue of workplace stress is both societal
and personal. Addressing it requires collective
effort. While employees can build resilience
through mindfulness, regular exercise and strong
social support networks, seeking professional
help should never be delayed when stress
becomes overwhelming. Employers and
employees must take concrete steps to break the
cycle of overwork and promote a culture that
values holistic well-being. Only by doing so can
we achieve sustainable productivity and a future
where life is valued above profit.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Elections, verdicts party can claim absalute

been declared, the parties

Party (BJP] is a formidable

It has been a case of 'one superiority and that is what | should get back to work to election machine is an

all' in this reund of makes and strengthans the ensure that development established fact. The
Assembly elections (Fage 1, | nation. There need to be and progress march hand in | Congress should have got
BUP keeps Haryana, NC-led | checks in places; Lhem hand. its act together to score
alliance bags JEK", October | needs to be acc ¥ Pavani, over its main adversary.,
9], The results augur well there needs to be Secunderabad Haryana had real issues —
for a very vibrant and questioning. farmers’ distress, the Agni

effective democracy. No With the results having

That the Bharatiya Janata

Veer scheme and, of course,

e

massive unemployment
and price rise. The BJP,
hawever, hias shown that all
such issues can be
suppressed as long as one
£an micromanage voters,
The Congress has still to
highlight the real issues in a
convincing manner and

which will resonate. The
Congress's Rahul Gandhi
goes on talking about
co-operative federalism but
not much of a co-operative
spirit is being witnessed
within the INDIA bloc,

Satish €. Allant,
Mussoare, Uttarakhand
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New sedimentary rock made from
slag is a carbon-trapping champ

When lithified slag breg

ks down, it stores greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide through a process called mineral carbonation. This process mimics

natural weathering So understanding how slag undengoes lithification is crucial so that we may eventually maximise its carbon capture potential

Y © i

urman activity has significantly
altered the earth's landscape
< 50 much so that many

seientists have sabd the planet
is in a new geological chapter called the
Anthropocene era.

Many of these changes have been
wrought by deposits of materials like
inclustrial waste and construction debris.
These materials weather over time and
mix with natural sediment and affect the
environment by changing the acidity of
soil and water, the composition of soil,
and the distribution of minerals,

Slag becomes rock

In 2015, artificial ground contributed
more than 316 million tonnes of
sedimentary material to the oceans, far
exceeding the natural supply.

But going beyond simply being

bundint in the natural envi nt,
sebenitists hive been documenting some
urrtsial formations that wouldn't have
taken shape if not for the trash humans
are throwing out. In a recent study in the
journal Sedimentologika, for example,
researchers documented a new kind of
sedimentary rock made from coastal slig
deposits in the LK,

This rock follows other formations like
molten glass and steel in the refuse of
nuchear weapon tests and pieces of plastic
floating in cceans that disease-causing
bacteria have grabbed hold of.

Slag is a major component of
gronand. It s a composite ma
containing metal oxides and silicon
dioxide and is a by-product of the
steelmaking process in the iron and steel
industries,

ficial

Synthetic slag, nutural weathering

At Warton, England, old industrial waste
sites are the focus of a unique study
examining slag hardening, or lithibeation,

The lithification process hardens
incustrial waste, including slag, into
secimentary rocks, creating artificial
ground. When these sedimentary rocks
weather over time, they release sediments
into the environment.

Because the rocks are infused with
inclustrial waste, their sediments often
comtain toxic metals that contaminate
soll, water, and air.

Sedimentary rocks with slag are
relatively more abundant in the UK. due
o historical industrial activities.

Slag is chermically stable and has the
ability to neutralise acidity. When lithified
slag breaks down, it stores greenhonse
gases like carbon dioxide through a
process calbed mineral carbonation. This
process mimics natural weathering.

Uncherstancling how sl undergoes
lithification is crucial to understanding
how the deposits will behive over time,
o that we may eventually also maximise
its carbon capture potential.

This opportunity gains significance in
light of projections suggesting a 10.5% rise
worldwide in slag production by 2031,
While the steelmaking industry is under
pressure o lower its emisshons —
including with processes that mitigate slig
production - reusing slag to sequester
carbon could reduce the industry’s
carbon footprint,

Elements of rock
The carbon capture process is well

& piece of slag from & glazing process formed semetime between 1802 and 1450 BC m lower Egypt. PUBLIC DOMAN

understood for inland slag deposits in the
LLEK. and less so for coastal regions.

The researchers behind the new study
collected slag samples from the Warton
slag heap in South Lancashire, England,
where iron and steel works were active
from 1864 to 1929,

They prepared the samples for analysis
with a cool-water diamond saw, which cut
them into smaller pleces, then timed
them into powder using 2 mortar and
pesthe, and fnally filtered the particles
through a sieve,

In particular, the team collected
samples along a straight line across the
slag heap from below the highest average
water level to the top of the deposit to
capture variations in exposure to
seawater and rainwater.

The researchers ised four different
analytical technigues to understand the
slag samples’ composition, starting with
Neray diffraction. This method uses Xorays
to identify the various types of minerals in
the sample by studying how the minerals
scatter the Fadiation.

Previous studies have shown that
earbonates ean form during the
lithification process. These minerals
contain carbonate jons (CO:*h and
contribute to the hardening process, In
the contest of shag, the researchers found
a carbonate form called calcite, a form of
caleium carbonate (CaC0:) that is also
present in chalk.

Toidentify the quantity of caleite in the
slag samiples, the researchers used
thermogravimetric analysis (TGAD In this
method, the sample is heated to see how
much weight it loses, revealing the
quanitity of carbonate present.

The researchers also used stable
isotope analysis to identify the isotopes of
carbon and oxygen present in the
samples, (An sotope of an element is an
atom that contains the same number of
protons and electrons but a different
number of neutrons.) The relative

I o m

riificial il Bt s
composite material containing
metal i ioxi
and is a by-product of the
steclmaking process in (he iron
and steel indusivies

abundance of these isotopes can be a
signatire that points to specific sources of
the calcite in the sample.

Finally, they observed the samiples
under a scanning electron microscope to
reveeal the sample's surface and identify
the elements present.

The history, through science

Neray diffraction identified various
minerals in the slag sample, including a
forim of cabeum silicate called larnite, The
microscopic analysis revealed variable
textire and elemental distribitions in the
sliag, with silicon dominating weathered
areas and calcium more prevalent in the
wave-exposed parts,

These featires suggested the slag in the
deposit had undergone a combination af
lithification processes in different
conditions,

TGA also indicated a higher carbonute
level at the top of the skag bank and kower
levels in the seaward divection, echoing
the influence of environmental factors
like seawater and rainwater on the
lithification process,

Finally, the isotope analysis revealed
significant variations in the levels of the
carbon-3 isotope, which is crudal to
understanding carbonate reactions and
carbon dioxide dynamics in the
ervironment.

Based on all these details, the
researchers determined two lithification
mechanisms in the skag deposit.

The first mechanksm - calcite cement
precipitation — dominated on the top

surface of sl and on the sea-faeing side
above the average water level. In this
proscess, the minerals in slag dissolve t
release caleium, which reacts with
atmespheric carbon dioxide to form
calcite.

In the intertidal zone, which is the part
of the shoreline exposed to air at low tide
and is submerged at high tide, the
calcium-silicate-hydrate (CSH) cement
precipitation process dominated. Here,
saltwater prevents slag minerals from
dissolving; instead, they form CSH
minerals that exhibit varying texture and
elemental distributions.

Repurposing slag deposits

According to the researchers,
understanding these processes can
iniformm strategies with which to repurpose
slag deposits to capture carbon dioxide.
This is especially the case for the caleite
cement mechanism, which can capture
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere
while eliminating the need to transport
carbon and for additional processing
facilities,

The researchers also said the
precipitation of CSH minerals in the slag
could limit the release of potentially toxic
mietals, such as vanadium and chromium,
inte the environment.

Knowing the precise way in which a
particular slag deposit became a rock
could also help recover valuable
resources from slag deposits and increase
the amount of reeycled material in
steelmaking.

Finally, the authors suggested
hardened slag could be wsed o keep
waves and tides from washing away
shores and prevent coastal erosion - an
approach that would combine
environmental protection with waste
management.

(Tejusrd Gururaf is a freclance seience
writer and journalist with a masters degree
in physics, lejaseigururai@gmail.com)

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

The peculiar properties of Nobel-winning crystals

[

QUESTION 1

In the 19405, researchers
discowered that DNA molecules
shaw an X phase when placed in 2
saline solution. This |s because the
malecules become aligned with
each other and are able to flow like
a fluid. Hame ¥,

QUESTION 2

The twa knawn forms of graphite,
alpha and beta, can be converted
fraem cne farm ta anather by
altering the

between the layers through a

mechanical treatment process at a
high temperature. FIN n the blanks.
LY
QUESTION 3

M

Diamonds that have optically active
defects are ideal labs bor schantiss
ta understand coherence and
entanglement, making them
potential candidates for quantum
computing. What s the name of the
locations within diamends where
these “defects” ocewn

[ 8
QUESTION &
An Lsraell schentist was awarded a
Nabied Prize in 2011 for discovering
and elucklating the properties of

. Thie atams in these
materials are arr ﬂﬂg{‘ﬂ with a
fivefald gearmetric symmetey,
producing a pattern that |s
repeating but net periodic. Fill i the
blank.

%
QUESTION §

crystals are made up of
two or mare materials sech that the

crystal's refractive Index Increases and
dropds at regular intervals, Researchers
are eaplaring thelr use in
next-generation semiconductor |asers.
Fill in the: blank.

Answers to October B quiz:

L Radas type that sends, recelves
pulses in twa dimensions. - Ans:
Dual-polarisation

2 Foroe that contribites to eypclone
farmation - Ans: Corlolis

1. Closed air loops responaible far
trade winds - Ans: Hadley cells

A, Coampasition of mixtire used to fix
zero point of Fahrenhelt scale - Ans:
Salt and lce

5. Clowd formed by strong updrafts of
warm, humid air = Ans: Cumulus

6. 15th century wind speed meter with
a rotating vane - Ans: Anemometer
First contact: KN, Viswanathon |
Dalbeer Pharswan | Anmed Agrawal | P,
Subramaniam

2

Plaase send in your snswers to
sciencepthehindu.coin

Wisual: Name this English sclentist whe won a chemistry Nebel Prize for determining the
erystal structure of insulin, penlcillin, and vitamin BLL UNVERSTY OF BRISTOL (02 BY.54 2.8)

wre

Australla |s developing aptians o vacdnate
threatered wild birds in captivity, REUTERS

Australia, New
Zealand brace
for looming
bird flu threat

Reuters

Australia and New Zealand are bracing for
the arrival of a destructive bird flu strain
by tightening biosecurity at farms, testing
shore birds for disease, vaccinating
vulnerable species, and wargaming
response plans,

Oceania is the last region of the world
free of the H5NI clade 2.3.4.4b avian
influenza that has killed hundreds of
miilliogs of birds and tens of thousands of
mammals since appearing in Asia,
Europe, and Africa in 2020, litbering
beaches with corpses and upending the
agricultural industry,

While the region is somewhat
protected by its geography, the virus is
close, having reached Indonesia in 2022
amd Antaretica last year.

Scientists and officials say there is a
higther risk, particularly in Awstralia, of it
arriving with smaller migratory shore
brircs during the Southers Hemisphere
springtime months from September to
Newernber,

"It is clearly a threat to our country's
ecosystems,” said Fiona Fraser,

Th 1 Species Commissi at
Australia's environment ministry.

“Mary of our species are found
nowhere else in the sorld,” she said.
“Vilnerable species may face longterm
population setbacks and heigh 1 risk
of extinction.”

Officials fear mass deaths from the
avian flu and even the near-extinetions of
species, including endangered sea lions,
black swans, and many types of seabirds,
and the loss of millions of farmed poultry.

Over 100 million chickens and turkeys
e died or been culled in the US. alone

sanda regh he
worl : HENI ¢l
2] n_influenz: h
Kkilled hundreds of millions of
rils an
mammals

from this HENI strain, causing economic
losses of wp to 33 billion by the end of list
year, aceording vo the Coundl on Foreign
Relations, a think tank,

The virus killed around 50,000 seals
and sea lions and more than half a million
wild birds as it moved through South
America in 2022

It has also infected cattle in the US,
and, in rare cases, people. Health officials
say the risk to humans is bow,

New Zealand is also unlikely o avoid
the virus long-term, said Mary van Andel,
chief veterinary officer for the country's
Ministry of Primary Industries.

Both countries have intensified
preparation.

Australia created a task foree across
goverfiment departments and
stress-tested its preparedness in August
amd September with a series of exercises
simulating an HANI outhreak in wildlife,

Mew Zealand has trinlled a vaceine on
five endangered native birds and said it
could be rolled out to maore species,

W' re super paranoid about those five
species, beeause the risk to them of losing
the breeding population is that we could
lose the species,” said Kate Mclnnes,
seience advisor st New Zealand's
Department of Conservation.

Australia is also developing options for
varccinating threatened wild birds held in
captivity, officals said. The two
vaccination schemes are the only ones for
mon-farm animals in the world,

Farms are boosting biosecurity
measures, including limiting contact
between poultry and wild birds,
monitoring employees' movement,
sterilising water and equipment, and
installing sutomated systems that detect
wild birds and scare them away, industry
afficials from both cotintries said.

For feedback and suggestions
far ‘Sclence’, please write to
sclence@thehindu co.bn with the
subsject ‘Daily page’
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INDIAN EXPRESS 1S NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T IS A MISSIOMN,
Ramnath Goenka

ELECTORS GIVE REALITY
CHECKS TO CONGRESS,
BJP INASSEMBLY POLLS

HE two latest nssembly eloction results have dellvered
Important lessons for the two maln natlonal partles—the
BJP and the Congress, The alectorate displayed wisdom
by voding on kasues that ave erltical notondy for thelr dally
Vv bt s fion tharke Bong-term wll-balng, Thi outeomas
have provided a significant boost o the BIF, placing it on a
strong Footing for the upcoming electlons In Maharashica and
Jdharkhand. The party not only scored a by ick In Haryana,
but also achleved its bestever performance [n Jammu and
Kashmir by winnlng 28 of the 90 seats, However, all of HBJP's
soits came from Jammu. The party's efforts o penetrate the
complex soclo-political landscape of the historleally sensltive
Kashmir Valley fadled to bear frult, The Increase [n total seats
U hararn froe 57 4o 49 theough delimitation contributed to the
hisgtorical high, On the other hand, the galns expected from the
amergenee of smaller parties in the valley did not materallse.
The valley has refused o embreace the BJE, indieating the
party needs to recallbrate §is stratogy, Atal Blharl Vigpayeo's
mvrntrn of winning the hearts of Kashmiris and strongthening
the roots of peace through “insamivad, famhoorival and Kash-
it (hwmanktacianism, democracy and the Kashmid way
of lifey could help Huminate the path forward. The division of
tha state Indo twoe Unlon territories emerged as a major electoral
lasue, Kashmilrls votod resoundingly n fveur of restoring
statehood, helping the National Conference that campakgned
agggressively on the s to reach elose to a majority on its own,
PM Navendra Modi should now fulfil his promise of restoring
statehood without delay This would belp bulld o bond of trust
etween the people of Kashmie and the BJE and has the poten-
il 1o start a new chapter in the troubled state’s history
Tha Congress, on the other hand, faeed a stunning upset n
Haryana and fared poordy in J&K, where 1t falled to effoctively
arthoulate s viston for pesce and development. The party's lack
of cohesion in Haryana coupled with the BJPs sucoessful cob-
bllng of a formidable caste conlithon against the Jatdominated
apposition turned the tde in favour of the ruling party. Rather
than blaming voting machines for s defeat, the Congress necds
b Introspect on its Bulluee, bulld s organksation at the grass-
roots and bring (s warring factlons In the state together.

MICRO FIND WITH MEGA
GENE THERAPY POTENTIAL

WO LS sclontiats, Vietor Ambros and Gary Ruvkun, have
wan the #0124 Nobel priee In medicine for thebr discovery
of microRNA—a new class ol tny ribonuclelc acld (RMA)
modecules that pliy o crvelal role In gene regulation, un
foledbng how multicallular organkms v Thele work ax-
plalns how cells devolop into different types—such as those In
misches and nerves—although all cells inan individual contaln
the same set of genes and [Instrectlons for growth, More specifl-
cinlly, thiry discovered the role microRNA played bn this process,
RANA s essentlal for most biologleal funetions, setting a template
for production of protelns, the budlding bloecks of all anfmal e,
Whin s singlo-strand messenger RNA s decoded and transkitod
Into making protelns, microRNA comes
Ruvkun describes microRNAs as a “communlention notwork
oo genes”, onabling our eells to generate complex stroctures
and funetlons. Together, the two sclentists have revealed a new
principle of gene rogulation that 1u: 18 ont o be ossent I.ul for
i toellubar or Itis it tal to how
davilop and fanction, They found how o single microRNA can
regulate the expresslon of many difTerent genes, and conversely,
how a slngle gene can be regulated by multiple microRNAs,
thereby coordinating and fne-tuning entire petworks of gones
o contribute to cell formatbon, and n turn commiiting to form
different organs, musches and tissues in the body
Modern medical professlonals are increasingly familiar with
genetle prodisposition to diseases—the tondency of peopl de-
veloplng particular diseases in the future bised on thelr genetic
makeeup, Mabeates, heart disease, asthma, cancerand single-gene
disorders are some of them, The Ambros-Ruvkun research re-
venls that cells and thssues cannot develop normally without
mieroRNAs, The fipside: abnormal regulation by microRNA
can condribute to cancers; mutathons in genes codlng for micro-
RMAS can couse congenital hearing loss, aye and skelital disor-
dhors; and mutatlons in a protein required for microRNA produe
tlon can result In the DICER] syndrome, a rare but severe
syndrome linked to cancer: The medical selonce commun ity
conskders this discovery o major breakthrough with far-mach:
Ing consequences including newer treatments—and, polentindly,
preventlon—for a whole range of diseases through gene therapy.
So the Nobol-winning find 18 o major shot in the arm for the
midleal fraternity bn partbeular and humanity In general,

FOR CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH
TJ!IH‘ World Mental Honlth Day, let's redecicate ourselves w

belng empathetle to childen's psychological challenges, We

must not forgel these young ones lved theeugh o pandemle
and are vulnerablo to o range of strosses cowsed by allenation
from peers and learning setbacks, The Natlonal Mental Health
Survey of 2006 reported the provalence of mental dlsorders
among children aged 1317 was 7.3 percent. Parents and teachors
it bearn how o spot early slgns of' such disorders, have con-
tinuing comversatlons with ehildron about thelr feelings and
plan appropelate activities, The government must decentrallse
more mental health servicees to the community level,
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XTERNAL Affairs Minister §
dakshankar's upcombng visit o
Islmmabad rocalled to memory
o statement by o former do.
fnce secretiry who sald only
Punjabis negotinting on behalf
of both India and Pakistan
eould find permanent solutions to dis.
putes between the two countries,

T pecasbon, about 30 years ngn, was
i hook relense by n forelgn secretary who
el purtdrod around the same time ns this
Punjab defencs seeretary Rosponding to
this argument, the former fomegn secre-
tary, i Malyall, quoted Urdu poot Ghalik
from the book being released: " Nuk-
facheen hal gham-e-dil uske sunaey nea
baney / Kya baney baat jahan baat ba-
iy fa baney,” (The coghtations of my
heart are so complex and convoluted;
how ean T explain them to my protago-
nist? How ean Terento o harmonious re-
Intionship when the fmpilses and meti-
vartbons for it are not there?)

PV Narasimha Roo, then the prime
mbn dster; appeared to give the defenee see
retnry’s rationale pn bonest try He picked
1 L Bhatia, minister of state for external
affirs and an Amritsard, to break the lee
with Pakistan and sent him on a vislt to
Tslamubinel, It eome after o long hintus in
ilitorad talks following the demolition
of Babrl Masjid. In the end, Bhatla’s 1s-
Inmabad visit amounted to nothing.

Fihantin told the Fanjyn Sabha subssguent-
Iy thist Pakcistan was ghaon anothor chanee
o engage Indin, Thit was when the for-
algn secretary went to Islamabad o tabe
part in o meetkng of the Commonwealth's
servior officials in November 1994, Wi hac
corvayid n advines to Pakistan through
diplomatic channels that te forelgn see
rotary would be awadlable for any discus-
wlona, formally or informally, on bilateral
Issues. Paklstan, however, dic mot avail it
skl of the oppertunity to resume the bi-
Interal dindogue,” Bhatia sabd,

Juishankar's clarification lnst week
thit b wins ot godng to Islamabid to dis-
cuiss [ndin-Pakistan relations is o famil-
lar case of history repeating itself onone
slde or the other. When Jaishankar said
“Imm a courteous and chvil person, Twill
behave mysell’ seeordingly™ in Islamn-
Twacl, what ha meant was that thero will be
o handshake batween him and Pakistan's
Forelgn Minkster Mohammad Ishag Dar:

Thara was o time when Indinn and P
kistani leaders refused to shake each
other's hands if they came across one an-
other. That perbod of mutual incvility
after the Kargh intrusion and the Decem:
ber 2001 terrorist attack on parlinment
anded a year lnter at the SAARE summit

' 4
{ ‘{’ The peace dividend has bypassed our
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Not resuming bilateral dialogue with Pakistan may make
sense for now, but not forever. It could be time to foster
reciprocal approaches with our nelghbour's provinces

OUT OF THE BOX
& INTO PROVINCES
ACROSS THE BORDER

K P NAYAR

in Kathmandu, After finishing his ad-
dress to South Aslan heads of state and
government, General Perves Musharrad
took everyone by surprise when he
wiinlhoed townrds Prime Minister Atal Bi-
harl Vajpayee with an extended hand,
Vajpayee got up from his seat and took
Mushareal’s hand.

But Vajpayer was cutting when his
turn came to speak. Departing from his
propared text, Vajpayee sabd: "1 am glad
that President Musharrafl extended a
hand of friendship to mae, | have shoken
his hand in your presence. Now Prosi-
dont Musharral must follow this gesture
by not permitting any activity in Paki
stan or any territory it controls todny
which onablos terrorists to parpatrate
mindless violence in Indla."

AR 030

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Juishankar are right in not wanting to
resume bilateral dialogue with Paklstan
b this st 1t will ben wasteful exereiss,
Evan though there will be no talks with
D or anyone else of similae standing
ncross the border—as of now—therewill
bie o spring in Jaishankar's steps in Is-
lamabad. The lrgely penceful conduet
of nssembly elections in Jammu and
Rashmir and the impressive voter turn-
out have significantly added to thecredit
colwmn of Paldstan diplomacy in South
Block, th seat of the ministey of xter
nal affakrs. Because the BJP did not win
outright inthe Union territory, there will
bie grewter cred fhility for the pall process,
unlike the notorious, rigged assembly
elections In 1967, for Instance

WHY KARNATAKA’S POLITICAL
PILOTS CAN'T AVOID TURBULENCE

ARMATAKA politics has be.
come familiar with tumult,
Ower the lst four decacles, less
than two years after svery new
overniment his setthed fnto of-
fhew with fanfare, it hns gotten
enught in crossfires regarding
visible misgovernance, allegations of
corruption, wives of political instability
or challonges to leadership, 1t has often
ban o combinntion of thise factors,

Siddnrnmalah's 16-monthold govern:
ment faces multl-track challenges de-
spito belng given n clear mandate by vot-
. Thi sam happened to Ramnkrishing
Hggrlae ks th il 10808, fillowed by thiree
Congress chief minksters withina span
of five yoars (1909.94), which were sue-
eoeded by Janata Dal coming to power
and witnssing froquent splits (LHK-09),
Allof this was followed by & Congross
government headed by § M Krishna
(1966)-2004) thit went into a tailspin with
brigand Veerappan's abduction of vet-
ain actor Rajkuman

This was followed by coalition insta
bility (2004-08) and a BIP government
with throe ehief ministers that had to
e with the support of indepond-
ants (200613, This made way fora Con-
gress government headed by Shddara-
rdnk (2003-18) and o roturn to anothar
Ty phass thit smw thee chief min-
Iaters honding coalition governments,
and o majorkty by switchovers (201623,
Now, thero seem to be portents of his.
tory repeating itself

Cirvernanci in the statn seams to hve
tadeen o hackseat with the chiel minkster
being engualfec by the Mysore Urban De-
velopment Authority land allotment
seancdal and the government having to
answr sl uneomfortalle guestions
on o range of other lssues. The CM is
chearly on the backioot, attempting to
wtve off one googly after another Some
wonld argu that it is a matter of tme
before the Congress would need to con-
sider a leadership change,

Th thming of such s change 1s the
foeus of immonse speculation. The par
ty would elearly not want to give the
Impression that it has buckled to oppo-
sitlon pressures. It would bufld a case
for a new leadership as a mid-course
change of guard to take forward the
promises made in the last election and
onsure o well-crafted Timage make-
owar” ns bt complotes thie rest ol its torm.,
Yo, there are a spate of internal chal-

SANDEEP SHASTRI

lenjes the party would need to resolve,
An honourable exit for the prosent in-
cumbent would be the first.

In his second term as chief minister,
Slddaramainh represents astyle of poli-
tles uniguaely different from those who
Faive hvel thair peliticnl career within the
framewnrk of the Congress. Siddaramai-
ah also represents the backward castes
aned as an Ahindn (a Kannmda scronym
for minorities, backward classes and

b Q¥
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Hnlmnmwl over the

last four decades has had more
than two untraubled years after
swearing in. There are signs that
such fractious history might

be about to repeat iself. The
Congress needs toresalve a spate
of challenges before considering a
change In leadership

Dulkts) leador, has ngeeat deal of traction
i the wider politics that the Congress ks
pursuing at o nntlonal lovel. This fetor
wils lry to his roturn to the chief minis-
tership in 8123, While the developments
i the Inst few months have clearly dent
sl ks standing, the party would need to
stratogise with enution before taking
iy nction,

Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar would see himself’ as the natural
suceessor—given his backing out of
thi race in 2024, & lot would depenid on
the stand the Congress high command
chooses to take. While many stute load-
wrs of the Congross have made it clear
that they see themselves as potential

THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

Chalrman s

Sonthalla Edit:

Ptk al skt Hatkonal Coord nalor
of fhe Lofsadi hestwork, and Dion
(icorbernics) it the HTTE Echucation Taust

candidutes, 1t could well be political
posturing for o better position in the
avent of missing out on the leadership
if there ware to be any change. The
stand of the incumbent chied minister
an the mattor will also be crucinl.

If the Fuling Congross fces its own
dilmmis, thi leading opposition party,
the BIE, appears to be a divided house, It
appears not to hove recovored from its
defent in the 2023 sssembly polls. While
the: Lok Sabia polls sow it gt a majority
of the seats in the state, i was nowhere
to its 2008 numbers, The factions within
e stantie wn bt e ot in the apen and ths
B contril loadership appeirs o ba un-
willing to step in and broker pence,

Its allinnce with the JDS is yet anather
mntter of concern for the BIF state unit.
Wihile bt gy hive holpod leep the Con.
e it bay in thie Lok Sabha polls, in the
long run, this alliance could well under-
cut the BJE The Loknit-CSDE post-poll
study in 2024 indiented that while the
BJP improved (s vole share amongg the
Lingaynts and the non-dominant back:
ward costes, [tdid not do as well ns itan.
theipated among the other dominant
cnste, the Vollkal jgas,

There I8 also a growing impression
at the state level that Kumaraswamy
appears to hve gained more political
visibdlity ns compared to his BJP coun-
terparts in the Union cowncil of minks-
ters, The Old Mysore region would see
alotof political adjustments and nego-
tations in the event of the BIP-I0S al:
lianes continuing,

The erueial 1:5.' alections to tho state
leglslature that s soon due will bea cro-
cinl tost for thee ruling party as well as the
opposition alllsnee. While the resulis
may not dramatically altor the respec-
tive party position in the house, it could
well indicate s churning in state politics.
Karnataka politics is truly at a cross-
roncs and a eritical juncture. The road
ahanel seema strswn with many agonis-
Ing Ths" and tantalising Thuts’, October
could well seo major developments in the
politics of this state,

{Views are personal)

reglon, History ean remind us, guide us,
teach us or wam us; it shoubd not shackle us

al
Valpayee

All thi snima, not engaging Pakistan
cannot be a permanent polley. T
ernment’s position that talks and terror:
fsm cannot go hand in band b8 appealing
1o the Indian masses, but it will not cut
lee with the international community
forover. The world s moving on—the
long strifio in Northern Ireland has el
ud, Timor-Lasto is independent and ot
peace, the Ballans are no longer seolng
gunocide, nor is Rwanda, to ghe some of
TANY CONERmporiry examples.

IF Irsedio fs ter cludems b ehghitful place ns o
raspansitibe big powar in the long run or
take its permanent seat ot the horseshoe
table in the Unlted Natlons Security Coun-
ell chumbaer, it must solve its disputes with
Prlcistan, At brast, it must be seen to be do-
imjg st hing nbout it, That s what diplo-
mats are for, juxtaposed with rabble-rous-
Ing, vote-seeking politiclans. Jaishankar
st think out of the box sooner thin later
aibiont whit to do with Pakistan, sinc roo-
thne steps have bean tried and have failed

Statepolicy inIslamabad and Rawalpin:
di, the Army General Hesdguarters, to-
wirds Indin s unlikely to change, It con
omly harden with domestic politics in the
northern nelghbourhood rapidly do-
scending from a sump into a cesspool,
Cought up in daily efforts to
shad from eross-border to
nautralise plots almost weakl
policymakers have never sufficiently ac-
kenowledged that Paldstan {8 not n mono-
Tith im the winy it views India, The peophe
of Balochistan hive o lot of affectlon for
India owing to the reglon's history. Resi-
dentsaf Sind have more in common with
Gujarnt and Maharnshten than they have
with the rest of Palkistan.

It 18 timae to broak down o comprehen-
sive Paklstan pollcy into reciprocal ap:
propehes towards its provinees. If it has
boom dowe in the past, it has been lmited,
by way of outrenches to the Muttahida
@umi Movement in Karachl and Badoch
natlonalists, Thelr objective has boen to
corner Islamabad. These outronches
i to b widenad

Irnelin must hive a contingency plan for
the dangerous eventuality of a breakaup
of Pakistan in view of its ongolng siege
within, Indinns could snvisage Hving in
peace with the people of Sind and Balo-
chistan if Rawalpindi's veto on India
policy ks weakened. Maybe, as the former
clofonen sperotary snid throe decndes ago,
Punjabls on both sdes of the border
could then negothate thelr own people-to-
people relations through border tracde
and a shared heritage,

(Whens ave pevsonal)
(kprayarisgmeail com)
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Industrialising Odisha
Rel: Track indwstry plans, prioriies

! [Det 9). The derscores
the need for requiring & serious course
corteetion In tune with the demands of settiag
up modirn ndustrles (0 Odlshe, 04 course,
wmployment and sustamablity must be a tep
priority in tracking industry plans by the new
dispensation.
Katrapndda Sarveswara Rao, Bhubaneswar

Trump trouble

Rt The more they bicker, the mase they

sy same (Oct 0). Kamala Harris and Donald
Triimg miaf e two tidis of the same coln. But
what we have seen thus far indicaes that
Hasrls I & bess trowbleseme option. Any US
administration will always be guided by the
E?rlun et alan,

Haryana hat-trick

Rel: BAP 1, Congress 0 (Ot 0). Many people
thought PM Karendra Modi's populasity

wis fuding away. but the party's victory in
Haryana prowed [t wrong, Despite the huge
antl I neumbency and stioag farmer’ wniesl,
thie peaple of the state backed the BIP fod the
Uhird fami

K5 Aswathanarayana, Bengalury

Pradiction arrors

Exlt poll pundits appaared be hawe ‘sried’ s
Haryana bei ‘succeeded” in 14K, In Haryana, the
BIP won a record 3id consecetive victory. In JRK,
v though the BIP putup & betber show this
i, tht - INC comibing bulldozed 3 way to
powee, Unfortinately, thie voting percen tage
Inthe stete is ot improying much, peshaps
becau s sevmal cititen wos't furm up to voe.
na Myreedu, Vijayawada

Accepting defeat

Rel: Won't accept Maryana result, says

Cong {0et 0). Senlor Congeess leader Jalrsm
Ramesh tlasms the party | ot going to accept
Haryana's verdice, susprcting manpulation. 1!
e has ey complaint. he has to take it v with
the election cammissioner. Likewise, the BIP
way eapecting oves 400 seats i the Lok Sabha
whecthom, bt the revlt was fas From thalr
wxpectations. They never ratsed complaints
agast the vating machine,

¥ Venkitasubramanian, Coimbatore

Wakeo-up call

Filty senios doctors of the R G Kor hespital
tendeing thair rsignation in solidarity with
thi midscas on hunger stiike should bestir
thi comcenad autherities 1o acced 1o thalr
10-paint agenda. 1§ 15 a wake-up call. and
autharites must settle the lszee before |t
snowballs into a bigger problem.

HP Murall, Bengabury
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HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, DCTOBER &

THE UNION Cabinet on Wednesday ex-
tended the universal supply of fortified rice
imall central government schemes provid-
imyg free food grain under the National Food
Security Act, 2021, inits present form, until
Decernber 2028,

In a briefing on the Cabinet decision,
Union Infermation and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said that the
aim of this was in " address anaemia and mi-
cra-natrients deficiency”,

The Cabinet Commitiee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA), in April 2022, had decided to
implement the rice fortification initiative
throughout the country in a phased manner
by March 2024, All three planned phases
have now been success fully completed, with
the target of universal coverage achieved by
March 2024, an official starement following
the Cabinet announcement said

‘What is ri
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EXPLAINED

- TH1S WORD MEANS | FORTIFIED RICE

Rice with added nutrients, Centre to continue supply until 2028

tak said

?
The Food Safety and Standards Authority
nrlndla{ms.v\l Leountry's top food regulator,

ation as " delil

increas-

Fortification of food is considered to be
one of the most suitable methods to combat
malnutrition. Rice is one of India's staple
Foods, which is consumed by about two-

ing the content of essential mic thirds of th lation. Per capita rice con-

inafood so as to 1mpmw lhe I1lll onal !.ul'n!:tmn in India is 6.8 kg per month,

guality of food and hialth ith micronutrients is an op-

benedit wi hed """. tion 1o Wt the diet of the poor,
Inedlia has very h-m\ leveds of malnutrition

among women and children, ‘What is the process by which rice is
According tothe Food Minisry, every sec- ified?

and worman in the country is anaemic, and
every third child is stunted,
“According to the Mational Family Health
Survey [NFHS-5) conducted between :mu
and 2021
sue in Inlia, affecting children, women, and
MEN ACTESS various age groups and income
levels, Besides iron deficiency, other vitamin
and mineral deficiencies, such as Vitamin
B12 and folic acid, also persist, impacting the
overall health and procuctivity of the popu-
latign,” the aforementioned government

(W] SCIENCE |

HOW EVMBATTERIES WORK, HOW
THEY ARECHANGED

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER &

A DELEGATION of Congress keaders met
the Blection Commission of India (ECl on
‘Wednesday evening, and sought a thor-
ough probe into the alleged "manipula-
tion" of Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMSs)in the Haryana elections,

A memorandum with complaints
from seven constituencies was submit-
ted to the poll panel. The Congress said
that there was a “discrepancy” related to
the battery charge in some EVMs,

= somie EVivs used for counting were
operating at 99% battery capacity, while
other EVMs were operating at 60-70%
battery capacity...in snme cases,.in the
same polling s " the Congress
memorandum s-'|id.

Thie BC1 has assured Congress of a writ-
ten response (o its complaints on a poing
bry-paint basis, the party's eaders said,

EVMS, including the VWPAT, run on
alkaline batteries instead of
electricity. Abhinay Saha

election and counting process, with the
display showing "949%" charge till the
time the electrical potential of the bat-
tery is between 7.4 to 8 volts. The
“Change Battery” status is displayed
when the battery reaches 5.8 volts,

Exactly how long the battery lasts de-

pends on the usage — how many votes

How does the battery in an EVM were cast during the mock poll, how

work? many times the votes were totalled by
EVMs run on batteries so they canbe  pressing the total’ button, and the num-

used in remote areas which do not have  ber of votes cast during the poll.

ebectricity, According to the ECI, the con-

trol unit (CU) of the EVM has a power  How are EVM batteries changed?

pack of 7.5 ar 8 volts, and the Voter
Verifiable Paper fusdit Trail {VVPAT) unit,
which i attached to the EVM, hasits cwn

EVMS are fitted with new batteries

before any election at the time of first-
level dm'kmg Political parties are in-
an

Various technologies, such as coating,
dusting, and "extrusion’, are available o add
micronuerients to regular rice. The last men-
tioned technology imvolves the production
of fortified rice kernels (FRKs) from a mix-
ture using an ‘extruder’ machine, It is con-
sidered to be the best technology for ndia.

Diry rice floar is mixed with a premix of
micronutrients, and water is added to this
mixture, which is then passed through a
twin-screw extruder with heating zones,
Wernels similar in shape and size to rice are

produced, which, as per Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and Pllh|l(
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fore cooking, After cooking, fortified rice re-
:amstlm samn physical properties and mi-

Digtribution guidelines, must
normal milled rice as closely as possible”,

The leernels are dried, cooled, and pack-
aged, FRK has ashelf life of at least 12 months,
The kernels are blended with regular rice to
produce fortified rice, Uneler the Ministry's
guidelines, 10gof FRIC must be blended with
1 kg of regular rice.

According to FSSAI norms, 1 kg of forti-
fied rice will contain the following; iron (28
mg-42.5 mg), folic aciel {75-125 microgram),
and vitamin B-12 {(0.75-1,25 microgram .

Rice may alse be fortified with zing (10
mg- 15 myg), vitamin A{500-750 microgram
RE), vitamin B-1 (1 mg-1.5 mg), vitamin B-2
(125 mg-1.75 mg ), vitamin B-3( 12,5 mg-20
myg) and vitamin B-6( 1.5 mg-2.5 mg) per kg,

How is fortified rice cooked and eaten?
It is nvy clifferent from the way any rice is

cooked and eaven, The rice needs to be

cleaned and washed in the normal way be-

THENOBEL

s it had before cooking,

anfmd rice is packed injute bags with
the logo (+F') and the line "Fortified with
Tron, Folke Acid, and Vitamin B127,

Hew has the fortification initiative fared
sofar?

InhisIndependence Day speech in 2015,
Prime Minister Marendra Modi announced
that rice distributed under various central
government schemes like the Public
Distribution System (PDS) and Mid-Day
Meal Scheme in schools, would be fortified
by 2024, In April 2022, the Centre cleared a
phase-wise plan to implement the rice forti-
fication initiative,

PHASE 1 had already been implemented
when the Centre’s plan was cleared. It saw
two programmes = Integrated Child
Development Services and PM POSHAN —
covered I’E March 2022,

PHASE 2 extended the supply of frtified

rice to POS and other wellare schemes in 112
Aspirational Districts in 27 states,and 201 high
stunting burden districts by March 2023,

PHASE 3 saw all remaining districts in
the country get covered under the initiative
by March 2024,

The cost of rice fortification is around Rs
2,700 crore per annum — less than 2% of
Inclia’s anmal total Feod subsidy bill, Since
the 2019-20 fiscal year through March 31,
2024, approoimatehy 406 lakh metric bonnes
(LMT) of fortified rice have been distributed
through the POS, the government said ina
statement issued in July this year.

s perofficials, there are 925 fontified rice
manufactuners in the country, with a capac-
ity of 111 LMT per annum. FRK produced by
these manufacturers are sent to India's
21,000-odd rice mills for blending. Installed
blenders in these mills have a monthly ca-
pacity to produce 223 LMT of fortified rice,

According toVaishnaw, the Centre has in-
vested Rs 11000 crone for developing the for-
tified rice supply chain in India,

Deciphering proteins using Al

The three recipients of this year's Chemistry Nobel have been awarded the prize for developing tools
that make it easier and quicker to decipher proteins' structures, and develop entirely new proteins

AMITABH SINHA
PMTEIMSARE some of the most important
sleculesin
ism, They perform acritical role in almost all
biological processes, In fact, life itsell would

not be possible in absence of proteins,
Thisiswhy these large and complesx mal-
ecules have been subjects of scientific shed-
ies for decades, This research, over the years,
hasled to significant breakthroughs when it
comesta the understanding of the structure

and functioning of these proteins, many of

which have garnered Nobel Prizes,

This year's Nobel Prize in Chemistry too
wias awarded for research on proteins, This
awiard, however, is slighthy different i previ-
ous ones, Scientists David Baker, Demis
Hassabis and John Jumper have been hon-
oured not for presenting any new insights

power pack of 22.5 volts, These batte
are manufactured by Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL) and Electronics
Corporation of Inclia Limited (ECIL), the
public sector undertakings in charge of
manufacturing EVMs.

According to the ECl website, "The
power packs of CLJ and VWPAT are peri-
odically monitored and the balance
power status is displayed by the control
unit as High',‘Medium','Low’, Marginal'
and'Change Battery' along with the per-
centage," Powerpacks are replaced
when the CU displays the "Change
Battery” status, ECl sources said that a
new battery usually lasts for an entire

ne their repres

tatives can be present during this check.
Ifthe battery level digs during the mock
poll — held on the moming of vating —
the batbery pack must be changed, This
too happens in the presence of polling
agents of the candidates.

At the close of the poll, the presiding

officerof each palling station has to sub-
mit areport to the EC about any battery
change, This is a part of the overall pre-
siding officers’ report. The format of this
report includes the unigue 1D of the con-
trod unit, the reason for replacement of
the power pack of the CLL and signatures
of polling agents present.
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ther s, but for developing
tools that make it vasﬂy easier and quicker
o decipher their structures, and make en-
trely new proteins,

Hassabis and Jumper, who shareone half

of the prize, are co-creators of an artificial in-
telligence-based tool called AlphaFold that
can predict the structure of a protein with
outstanding accuracy. Baker, winner of the
other half, used similar computational tols
o create new proteins, which are not avail-
abibe in nature, but can perform many wseful
functions, Together, the trio managed to ac-
complish things that scientists have been
striving to achieve for several decades,

Critical element of life

Proteins are made of long chains of

amino acids, which themselves are small
organic molecules containing carbon, hy-
drogen, nitrogen and oxygen and some-
times sulphur, There are 20 different aming
acids that serve as the building blocks of
proteins, Different combinations of aming
acids, arranged in a sequence and folded
tightly into unique three-dimensional
shapes, form the proteins that are vital io
almost all biological processes.
Certain kinds of proteins, called en-
zymes, can speed up biochemical reactions

.

IN2023:

NOBEL PRIZE INCHEMISTRY
‘FOR COMPUTATIONAL PROTEIN DESIGN' & ‘FOR PROTEIN
STRUCTURE PREDICTION'

DAVID BAKER, B2 DEMIS HASSABIS, 48 JOHNM JUMPER, 29
PmlesmratLhmrsuy CEDulGuugle Senlor Research

PhiD Mind; PhD from Scientist at Google
[mn-. University of University College DeepMind; PhD from
California London University of Chicago

Louis E Brus, and

quantum dots,

ON THURSOA'Y: NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERA

within the body, while others can provide

structural support to cells and tissues, Then

there are some proteins that help in im-

mune response, while others can store nu-

trients or energy.
I

wwn that
of proteins determines their functions, Aﬂ-‘w
decades ago, it was discovered that it is the
sequence of amino acids that decide how

| Aleksey Yekimov for the discovery and synthesis of

TURE

unravel the structure of proteins for several
years for the insight this provides regarding
hiobogical processes in the body, progress in
this regard has been slow.

“Traditional methods of decoding the
structure of proteins, through x-ray crystal-
lography, isa laborious and time-consuming
pml:l.‘ﬁLIl(alﬂ.‘s mmonths, ifnot years, to figure
this auit,” Arun Shukla, of the Department of

they will fold in th | shapes,
thus determining the final structure of pro-
teins, This discovery earned biochemist
Christian Anfinsen the Chemistry Nobel in
1972, which he shared with Stanford Moore
and William H Seein,

"o, the sequence of amino acids deter-
mines the structure of proteins, and the struc-
ture in turn determines the function of the

proteins. But there are so many sequences of

amino acics that are possible, Itis like words

Biokogical Scienc gatlim
Kanpur, told The Indian Express,

Still, over the years, the structures of
thousands of proteins have been cata-
logued. Simubtaneoesly, adatabase contain-
ingg all knotvwn sequences of amino acids has
also been created,

Hassabis and Jumper built upon this
work to create AlphaFold, The Al tool pre-

“This melhnd ﬁaspe:t.lculardnpartum
tull!n{pmmlm Earlmrelﬁvtﬁmw.wdah
of chemistry and physics, This ane uses data
and computation, This s extremely interest-
iz and promising.” Balram said,

New proteins

Baker relied o slightly different kinds of
computations to design completely new,
symthetic proteins that are not found in na-
ture, “He has produced new sequences of
amine acids that are valid proteins and per-
Form useful and desirable functions, [tislike
constrscting new sentences. This opens up
huge new possibilities,” Balram said,

The news proteins can perform functions
that naturally-synthesised proteins are mot
designed to, Theoretically, for example, a
synthetic protein can be designed to de-
grade plastics which are otherwise not
bindegradable.

The alternative way of producing syn-
thetic proteins is a long process, "One can
take the evelutionary approach, for exam-
phe, Protein molecules can be allowed toun-
dergo mutations until they acquire the de-
sired characteristics. But this can imvelve
humdreds of mastations and can take years,
Baker's process of producing synthetic pro-
teins is much more efficient and effective,”
bislogist Alok Bhattacharya of the Ashoka
University beld The Indian Express.

The work of the three scientists has huge
implications in drug discovery, and in over-
coming stubborn diseases that occur due to
protein disorders.

Interestingly, both the Physics and
Chemistry Nobel prizes this year have been
given to artificial intelligence related re-
search, In fact, while acknowledging the
foundational work in Al that led o the Nobel
Prize in Physics this year, the Noebel
Committes had listed AlphaFold as one of
the examples of the kind of impact that was
already evident, The Chemistry prize has
now picked upthe co-creators of AlphaFold
For the by .

dicts the strucheres of proted N
sequences of amino acids from the database.
Th

inany language, They can be d indif-

hed toeat-

ferent ways to make a very large number of

sentences, But notall combinations ane valid,”
P Balram, former director of Indian Institute
of Science, told The ndfan Express, “So just like
inlanguage, there has tobea grammar tothe
arrangement of amino acids in proteins, and
this grammar has Been very difficult to un-
derstand,” he said,

Although scientists have been trying to

,ﬂlgue:lpammmuctum;mlhenthmdam-
base. With training, the Al tool gained suffi-
cient accuracy in predicting protein
structures, given a particular sequence of
amino acids,
Althoush devel

ol Just a few o
the tool has already undergone multiple up-
gracles, Today it is being wsed by alarge num-
ber of researchers,

“These Al-powered breakthroughs in
predicting the structure of proteing have
been creating a lot of buzz in the research
commumnity, anc a Nobel recognition was al-
ready being talked about. So,this hasn't come
as.a surprise,” Shukla said,

Balram said after the Physics Prize was
announced on Monday, he had wondered
whether AlphaFold would alse be very
quickly recognised, "It was done the very
next day.” he said,

Fringe player, limited impact: A short electoral history of Jamaat in Kashmir

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 9

traditionally enjoyed significant socio-cul-
qul significance in Kashmir, has never

“lﬁﬂﬂ.v exception was the infamous clec:

hoth the secular politics of the National
Conference and the Muslim nationalism ad-

vocated by the Muslim Conference, and
pitched for Kashmir's integration with

traovdinary ciroumstances. Kashmir's tallest
leader, Sheikh Abdullah, had been intemed
in 1965, and the National Conference had
been forced to merge with the Congress,

won 13 seats and the Congress 11 become separatists or take up arms.
The Jamaat contested |9seau st won Mmﬁg\lﬁmmnumd as MLIF
- Ali Shah Geelani and

anlyone —Syed AliSh,

It overallvote share fell from T%in 1972 o

THE JAMANAT-E-ISLAMI, the proscribed  tionofl 1987, when the M) Ur Paleistan, the Jamaat worked.  The Congress won 61 of the 75 seats inthe  just4% At the seats itcontested, the Jamaat
Islamist outfit that was billed asthe ™ factor — (MUF), an alliance of more than 16 organi- i pini L ebection of 1967, and went into won 13% of the vote,
that could potentially influence outcomes at— sations including the Jamaat, won more  of the National Conference, the 1972 election with only the Jarmaat and The 1983 Assembily election turnec out
thee 10 Jarmimiu and Kaﬂmirﬁssﬂlﬂywan than 30% of the vote despite alleged heavy Bharatiya Jana Sangh (B]S)as o be worse for the Jamaat. The Mational
where it backed | rigging in favour jonal Conference, 19721 Some success [ W 18] the opposition. n-e BJS,  Conference more or less retained both its
cameacmppetmﬁmmlafthmtﬂ Despite its opposition to wihich had and the Congress
theirdeposits, Inception & early years Kashmir being part of India, | POLITICS | the) improved significantly — but the Jamaat
date at Sopare, which was once the bastion The Jamaat-e-lslami Jammu and  the Jamaat initially exhibited 32 seats and won three, coubd not wme\wn one of the 26 seats it
of the late hardline Hurriyat leacler Syed Al Kashmir grew out of an Islamic reformist ranthlnlhclndlan democratic process and The Congress won 55% of the vote and clicl retain its overall
Shah Geelani, got only 406 votes, in the late th century, d some for the 1969 58 seats, and was followed by Independents — of almost 4%, though,
The Jamaat, which has been banned  One of its early pioneers was the Mirwaiz pam:hayatEIu‘nuns someofwhomwon,  who won 27% of the vate and nine seats.

under the Unlawful Activities(Prevention)  of Kashmir, Maulana Rasul Shah, who It then participated in the 1971 Lok Sabha 1987: the last attempt

PA), involved itself inan electionin  formed the Anjuman Musrat ul-Islam in  election, but faibed o win any seat, Setbacks in 1977, 1983 Thee MU, of wrhich the Jamaat was part,
8K for the first time since 1987, This was 1899 with the aim of im parting both ITIDd- In the Assembly election of 1972, the Following the 1974 Indira-Sheikh Accord,  won maore than 30% of the vote but only four
welcomed in some quarters as asignof  em education, and Jamaat put up candidates in 22 of the 75 Sheildh Abdullah returned as Chief Mindster,  seats. It has been argued that had the elec-

broad -basing of electoral politics; others
saw the Jamaat as a force that could split
the anti-BJF vote,

In Fact, clata shows the Jamiaat, which has

the allegedly un-lslamic “innovations” and

superstitions that were part of popular

Kashmyir Sufi practices,
rolmlnzl‘amnun.lhjmlnppmed

searts. It won five seats and finished second
at nine. It secured 7% of the total vote ancd
almost 24% of votes at it contestedd

and remained in power through the
Emergency. Inlg?'? he National

tions not been rimu_:l.ﬂ_nMLlledhm

e lit the fire of militancy, with

al
The 1972 elections ok place under ex-

and wor
47 seats in the Assemhlst'ﬂ!lamta l'am'

Mohammed Yousuf Shah, who would later
come to be known as Syed Salahuddin,
Geelani won in Sopore, but Yousuf Shah was
declared defeated by maore than 4,000 votes
from Amirakadal — even though he had led
by a significant margin through the day as
wotes were counted, Yousuf Shahselection
manager was the young Yasin Malik.

Geelani went an to become the chief of
Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, Yousuf Shah and Malik
becarne militants, Yousuf Shah joined the
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen and ook the nom de
guerme of Syed Salahuddin, He iscurrently the
chiefof United Jihacd Coundl which alse con-
troks the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, and based in
Pakdstan Ocevpi

1987 was the last time the Jamaat con-
tested elections — until 2024,

LONGER VERSION ON

mary MUF cancidates or beader



THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER1D, 2024

14 ;:Te

TheIndianEXPRESS

= FOUNDED By =

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE

TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A CHANGE IN STANCE

With greater confidence on the disinflation path, RBI
shifts to neutral position, opens door to cutting interest rates
N THE FIRST mieeting of the newly monetary policy © i -

three new external members were appointed recently — members voted 5-1
maintain statws quo on interest rates. This decision is in line with that taken at the

EDITO

L PAGE

WoRDLY WISE

THE PRESTIGE OF THE NOBEL PRIZE 1S

I THAT

ONEIS SUDDENLY PROMOTED TO A NEW STATUS.
— Luis FEpERICO LELOIR

qualified victory

Politically and ideologically, in J&K and Haryana, closer
analysis shows BJP's performance is less than it seems

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

WHAT A PUZZLING result in Haryana, and
what a traditionally expected one in Jammu
and Kashmir! Let's beginwith some statistics.

According to the Election Commission of
India, the vote difference between the
Congress and BPwas only 085 percentinthe
Haryana elections, The BJP received 39,94 per
cent of the vote and the Congress 3909 per
cent. Yet, the seat difference was 11 (BJFs 48
toINC's 371 making all the difference between

last committee meeting in Augist, oexternal memk voted
in favour of a cut. The d is b
beers have vated in favour of char "tn
“neutral”, This wp space for the MPCro begi i ' insuby wictor
meetings. The change in stance ¢ the European C Bank of England, :

and maore recenthy, US Federal Reserve, have pivoted, hegnmru; their rate cut cycles.
The decision to change the policy ale] b ‘greater confic

v, bathil d

elsewhere, Indeed, the vote-seat paradox of a
first-past-the-post system means that results

navigating the last mile of disinflation”. This in turn possibly comes from greater confi-
dence over the trajectory of food prices. Food inflation has been a source of concern for
the committee, even as it has declined from 86 per cent in February to 5,66 per cent in
Aupust. The central bank now expects prices to ease ferther, notwithstanding the Blely
uptick in the September data. Agriculbtural production is expected to be healthy on the
back of a good monscon season. Further, as per the RE), there are growing prospects of a
good rabi season, There are also sizable buffer stocks of foodgrain, And though the RBI
unexpected weather and ning of geopo-
litical conflicts™ which could have a bearing on inflation — for instance, an escalation in
the conflict in the Middle East could adversely impact crude oil prices — the central bank

Governor has voic

allvote, Basically, more than the Congress, the
BJP successfully managed to get its voters to
the boath in those constituencies where the
comtest was ona knife-edge, it is a booth- and
constituency-level victory of a seriows sort.
That iswhere the BIP defeated Congress.
This resultwill ulduuhmdlybacﬂ'dm BIP
d Hindubva Th
date is normally based on how many seats a
party has won, not on the comparative statis-
llcs of vote shares. Indeed, in all!I'DHICMIEL

1f the Congress had played
c-making, its
constituency mar
and its candidate selection
better and acquired another
2 per cent vote, one can easily

pemment

has retained its farecast for the yearat 4.5 per cent. It has now projectedinflation totrend.~ the BIF from thes, al show that depending on the
lower to 4.3 per cent in the first quarter of the next financial year, Considering expecta- Lﬁ%mﬁm:lﬂzm[ﬂiT; distribution, the results
tions that core inflation will Ilkclymmam *broacly contained”, there now appears to be lha!mEBJ[’wml:l.amthI the BJF, finishing “_"_-'Il‘l have been very
comiort in the “prog adurable disi “m""mrdsthetalgu_ shortof amaiority, felt ak ditferent. No great
O the growth front, the ¢ imisti driversof ter June, In Haryana, mast observers thought assumptions about how
growth ionand i —are ", On private consump- :&MKWd wn, but it ﬁ":‘:dﬁ'; diffl_'n'nl])'tln_' caste game
e p ; ivh H ety
NHl:vmmmmnm thummlcmmwtg, e i v for August hat helped theCongress then and would lift the t.-m-ll.d I“W.I.,Ff:“ F]ny?d e
" " BJP now, The deflationary ogicof the 2024 par- strictly necessary to explain
thereare = ain" insectoes suc wfast-moving consumer v elections will be ity ar- such a narrowly
hingu et ke i conten . rested for the BJF, making the forthcoming differentiated resule, Any
fist quarter, capilal i et - and Delhi larger daims about
i i ", Greater clarity GDPdata for d e significant, N ) N
Jeased, The has projected the ec w to graw at 72 per cent this year, This is But whatever the palitical momentum idenlogical victory or defeat

higher than assessments by others, Forinstance, while ICRA has peggmﬂm EConomy o grow
at7 percent, as per Crisil, gro i 8 percent.

SCIENCE IN THE MACHINE

Nobel Prize in Physics is an acknowledgment of
Al'senablingand dlsrupnve possibilities
TMIGHT NOT be easy to disc d by ChatGPT
or in talking digital assistants like Siri or the la:lal recognition mchnulagy used in
some offices However, vear's Physics
thy SETVices, is arecog-

lecision to
e, which

pioneers of Artifici,
mnition ufmachm learning's li

particle physics and surveying the universe. Itis also a salient acknowledgment of Al's en-
ahling and disruptive possibilities, On Twesday, Princeton University profiessor john | Hopfield
and Geoffrey EHinton, professor at the University al'Tmumn were awa:dm:l the Mobel for

Inrecent years, the Nuhc]Euu tradition.
In 2021, for instamce, the Physics prize went to three dlimatologists for the first time, The
prize's cltanunsad(nuwhdgcd the contributions of the scientists to understanding one

1y

of a pamcula! time, a deeper stnly is

hidden in electi istics that
must be unearthed, Itcan abert us to the dif-
ferences berween momentary logic and
longer-run tendencies,

Remarkably, compared o the 2009 stare
elections, Congress's vote has gone up by as
muchas 11 percent, whereas the BJPsvote is
up by only 3.5 per cent. IFwe compare these
results with those of the 2024 parliamentary
elections, the B]s vobe is down by 6.1 per cent

are also irrelevant, though
that is how politicians would
spinit. The gap between the
two votes is so minuscule
that the best argument
accounting for the outeome
is about the ground game,
candidate selection and the
logic of alliances.

and the Congress'svote by 3.7 percent(though
some allowance will have i be made for the
AAPs small vote), An even more dramatic
‘comparison is with the 2009 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Atawhopping 58.2 per cent of the wote,
the BJF had a victory of hegemonic propor-
tions. There has been a massive 18.3 per cent
slide in its vote share since then. In the 2019
Lok ion, the Ci

and separatist forces prospered because of
Article 370 and the indulgence of Kashmir
Valley i Delhi, especially by the Congress.
;. a necessary corollary of this argu-

that if Article. wed

andﬂm benefits of development and moderni-
sation were brought to the Valley, it would
weaken the mg\onal forees, I{asl\m:r wull:l

jin the nation,

per cent of Haryana's vate, | ison, its

vumshamrimmkwasuphylﬂ.&pulmm
Ofcourse,

about how Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha re-

sults should be compared and make the sta-

tistical an.

-
tional unity. Often, another argnmnt was al-
ways adeded tw the dalm abuut dew.'lepamnr

ible, It

wase

st i thelarger
pointisur InHai ite thi

victory, the B]P has lost its outsize role, Of
course, devoid of upper-caste social domi-
nance, Ix:lcmgas@mﬁcmsmmdnHJndu—
Muslim cleavage

culrural base, Haryana was not the B]Fs

|4,

of Dethi of force, instead. nfil\dl'l—
gence, would discipline the Valley, Use
Lincoln's hand, not Gandhi and Nehro's heart,
‘o generate order and peace.
AHindu-majority Jammu has rarely been
a problem for Hindu nationalists. This is cer-
tainly true since Syama Prasad Mookerjee's
1953 movemnent, The movement established

traditional habitat, But after 201
about the BJPs natural homes have become

It elatively

aHi innalist imJammu These
elections, aswell as those held earfier, continue
o show that Hindu nationalism's bastion in
Jammu is intact. It is the Muslim-majority

Mmrmmurmm;vmlnwmlggrp Kashmu hich ted] the
eral elections, it had gigal ' | attention of Hindu na-
tic presence in Haryana, tionalists and provoked repeated arguments
In sum, in a momentary sense, it is a big  about how toalter its monsiko (psyche).
victory, butifwe apply the longer-run perspec- SlrmAugustZiJlQi\rn:lcmhasmtmn
tive, itisa qualified victory, IFthe C rheE]'l‘
played its alliance-making, its ¢ best tojpr ent
management and its candidate selectionbet- — inthe applied wount
terand anquimdanmth pulcmtwm one of coercion. Yet, anumm.uymgmml party,
that aided by and indul-
hmlumthemsullswlld have been very dif-  gent Congress, has returnaed to power. Despite
ferent. No great assumptions about how dif- August 29, the Valley's mamsikta remains
ferently the caste game coubd b hanged.

are strictly necessary to explain such a nar-
ronvly differentiated result, Amy larger daims
about ideological vu:mry or dnﬂm are alsoir-
mlnu:m L i

The BJPwould, of course, interpret Kashimir
results mcpa.nsmly a5 a victory of democ-
Butthe

v danswould  inherent weabnessof its 2019 strategy should
spinit issomi- tunMnmnmru;mrwumWr
nuscube that the best argur i clearty see why the results
the outcome is about the ground can-  areaonly ictory for the B|P.
didate selection and the logic of alliances,
‘We also need to bring Kashmir inte our mwnmnwcddrnmpmfemqf
anatysis, We will yet again see why the elec- the Social S

tion results are not a thumping BIP victon:
OnKashmir,an endurmg}!mdu national-

ist argument ties

Brown Uiniversity, where he also directs the
Saxena Center for Contemporary South Asizar
the Wiatson Instifute

ADITI NARAYANI PASWAN

WHAT BJP GOT RIGHT

Its Haryana win shows that Dalits, OBCs vote for the party that gives them their due

ngthevearid This year's pri underlines that

Hopfield and Hilton's ¢ cience, and daily
liffe, Thee wark of both scienti; isciplinary
his career as a dlassical physicist, e lirmited by

THIS YEAR, THE general election showed Dalit
voters' disenchantment with the BJP in
Haryana, UP and the party's other northern

the discipline, In the 1980s, he began studying how the wnﬂt of neurons in the human
brainoould be amodel for machines, His neurbic pi
waork in a machine can process information in one go, remembering all connections and

Hewcuu the speed of turm-
hisfrontis

of the recently concluded assembly election

in Haryana.Thismsn‘lt has :mmtimd rhc F.x:r

pattems,

a hal:kgmtmd inCognitive Psychology and Computer Sciences — and an abiding interest

P _mk.u. American scientist's work to help machines make sense
C Thty chother'swork, and that of col-
leagues, to increase the ability of machines o make: :umplex assu:latlun;

Hinton has o Al b the Inusstrial
increasing productivi i are. Atthe ime, both pi
i in effectof t — artifici.
Last year, Hi igned from G [li} WL T

ating safeguards around Al Hopefield has likened Al to the splitting of the atom — it can
produce bath bombs as well as b iful ignificantly, t
this facetof the scientists work as well It fox

year's Nob

hicstc

The BJF l‘hnpasnh:adchas mummrp‘lnscd
the BIP from an upper-caste nationalist party
‘o an all-encompassing political instrument
that gives space tovidces from all castes and
beliefs. Be it Dalits, Pasmancdas or other mar-
pinalised sections of society, leaders repre-
senting all interest groups have found their
footing in the BJP. A tag, which, for several
decades after Independence, was with
Congress, However, unlile the Congress, the
BJP has not played appeasement paolitics,
Imad n has spoken to the aspirations of
oups. it that dis-

Haryana voters, more
5}11'iﬂ|.‘:llly Dalits and ORBCs,
have been clear in their

THE TRAY IS PRETTY

It is absurd to decorate an airport security tray for social media.

Italso offers a spot of relief from the unpleasant and boring

NYONEWHO IS curious about the absurd lengths towhich the social media-

fuelled pursuit of beauty can be taken, only needs to look at two recent

trends. The first is the so-called airport tray trend, which involves the artful

“ouration” of one's possessions — sunglasses, watch, bag ete, besides a board-
ing pass and [or passport — on a plastic airport tray, The second is *fridgescaping”, inwhich,
besides the usual eges, milk, butter etc, one places decorative ibemms like flower vases and
photo Frames inside a mrngmtur If photos of these two trends have been lapped up by
ishing house Faber, for example, haswsed
the airport tray trend o pitch its season’s neads — they've also caused many to ask how
musch is too much, when it comes to the rebentless glamourisation of the banal.

Bewond what critics see as the obvious ludicrousness of these trends — does a fridge
really need “decoration”? — they're also marked by a troubling prioritisation of social
media validation over everything else. The airport tray trend, in particular, may seem in-
considerate of other people. ks an airport security line, one of the maost patience-testing
aspects uFtrm! really the place to take one’s own time to arﬁngn ob,ccu for a photo?
For harri taffand co it Fric-
tion to an already irksome experience,

It could b argued, however, that there is something valiant about trying to make
room for beauty in the banal, boring or andiety-inducing Going through airport security
or opening one's fridge need not involve a course in art appreciation, but what iswrong
with making the experience, even if only for alittle pleas-
ing? There is much about the world today that is unpleasant and wghy: Coming across a
stranger’s photo of a prettified airport tray in the bottombess scroll of one's socal media
feed could offer a spot of relicf,

tmer

pattern, They do not just
want leaders to talk about
caste and casteism, but what
is being done on the ground,
The Prime Minister’s focus
on the pillars of ‘garib’
(poor), 'yuva' (youth)
‘annadata’ (farmers), ‘nari
shakti’ (woman power) have
found resonance among,
Dalit youth and women.

enchanted communities find political keader-
hip and mainstreamed their voices.

Voters are now able to discern the differ-
ence between what is being said and done.
‘Whilst Congress was building up a narrative of
Constitution and caste, the BJP was aligning
itself with stark ground realities, It gave nine
out of the 17 reserved tickets to Deprived
Scheduled Castes [D5C5),a non-tominant and
maore deprived caste group amongst Dalits.
Congress's politics, in contrast, was being
played by one partioular family, It sidelined
the Dalit leadership.

The lndlan pu]mca] system has, for

decades, bee jietal strat-
ification and wmmuna] divide into tareﬁ.ﬂly
crafted vote banks. After

on the ground, The Prime Minister's focus
on the pillars of garib ( poor), yuva (youth),
anmadara (farmers ), nari shokti (woman

Jagjivan Bam i, there was a significant gap in
Dalir political keadership, The BJ[’ in the last
decade, has been wose il
to create a broad-based political spectrumof
ideas and leacers, This was on display on
Tuesday, when the results were being an-
nounced: Dalit communities, 08Cs constitute
aleadership caucus or bloc which decides
whom to vote for as per its own preferences
fior party and candidate. It will not refy on the
hallew rhetoric of the Constitution and caste
when the actions of those espousing theseval-
ueslean elsewhere.

This election sutcome must also put a
stop to the idea that voters' mnmunes are

pawer) (Y
Dalit youth and women, From gas cylinders
fior Rs 500 to Haryana's adoption of Madhya
Pradesh’s Ladli Behna Yojana in the form of
Lado Lakshmi Yojana struck a chord with
women from Dalit and OBC backgrounds,
Apart from this, several women and youth-
centric schemes by the central government
hawe benefited not only Hindu Dalits and
OBCs but Muslim women and youth, oo,
Despite theirdifferences, all sections of the
media have noted one thing: Government
schemes, whether central or state, whether
B]P-ruled or not, have reached the last in-
tended person on the ground. The churning
ufthc mapntyndsucm—palm:a] structures

short-lived, They remember Col

arthe Centre and in state government - they
promoted the dominant castes' aspirations.
‘This is evident fram the frontand centre role
B 5 Hooda and his supparters played in the
camipaign, while Kumari Selja was missing
from action, Jats canvassed for their leader
Hooda, and quickly and quietly, the OBC and
Dalie votes shifted to the BJP. The message is
clear: Dalits and OBCs will vote not on sym-
bolism but on action,

Haryana vaoters, more specifically Dalits
and OBCs, have been clear in their pattern.
They donot just want leaders to talk about
casbe and casteism, but what is being done

:Iassus and castes has made the BJs Fourth
Party System more resilient. It is now set to
play acentral rolein India's polity, whens vot-
ers are not just concerned about [ncal issues
but also about the overall groveth trajectory of
the country. Dalits are mot just a part of the
electorate, They want to play a major rode in
electoral politics. They will support the party
thesy think will give respectable space to their
Ieaclers, ideas and aspirations,

OcTOBER 10,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

Poban NO PEACE TALKS TILL POLL
INDIAHAS DECIDED not to resume talks with
Pakistan on a peace pact in the near future,
The stalled dialogue on Pakistan's suggestion
fior a no-war pact and India's draft reaty for
friendship, peace and cooperation is unkikely
o be resumed uniil after the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, being held in late December.

Currew IN UP

INDEFINITE CURFEW CONTINUES in
Azamgarh district of Uttar Pradesh following
recurrence of commumnal viclence when one

b-dlivisi one

epaperindianexpressicom I |l

child was burmt todeathin acase of arson and
three others wene stabbed, Viedence erupted
when the curfiew was relaxed. The 55-year-
old sub-divisional magistrate, Indra Deo Singh,
wvas shot when he wasdirecting an operation
o extinguish a fire.

PM ON WAR & PEACE

CAUTIONING THE NATION against imuminent
threats of war from all around, Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi urged people to stand together

new phase of advanced technology and ad-
vancement in all fields of education, indus-
trial manufacture and social sciences. Even
those nations who belittled India a few years
ago forits backwardness were today praising
forits achievernents, Mrs Gandhi said,

ARMY PULLS OUT

THE SECURITY FORCES pulled ouwt from Gure
Rarm Dass5arai, Teja Singh Samundri Hall and
Guru Nanak Miwas, entrusting them to the
SGPC after almost four months, The three

and wark country,
*Those very nations which i Gal gy plex was
peace were involved in stockpiling arma- — und since Ju henthe Army

ments,” she said, The country is entering a

launched il




THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2024

9 T

IDEAS PAGE

ow the ball turned in Haryana

The only way of making sense of the election outcome is to see it as a result of a series
of strategic moves by the BJP, which neutralised the huge initial advantage enjoyed by Congress

DRA YADAV

THE INSTANT ANALYSIS of the Haryana
Assembly elections illustrates the problem
with our political commentary. To borrow
acricket metaphor, we seek to explain the
‘outcome of every match as if it was an “in-
nings defeat”, where one team outper-
formed the other in every respect.
‘Whatever the winner did was right and
whatever the loser did was wrong,

What makes the E]'.I“s wvictoryin Haryana
sopolitically cr stagger
ing gap between expectation and outcome,
not the gap between winner and boser, The
wobe share gap between the BJP and Congress
is bess than 1 per cent. In cricket terms, the
Haryana election was a T-20 match that
should have been won with two overs to
spare, but was dragged till the last ball, and
then Iost. 5o, we need to explain three things:
‘Why did we expect it to be an easy affair?
‘Why was it dragged till the last ball? Why
was it lost? So, for Haryana, we need to un-
derstand the structural reasons for
Congress's perceived , the strate-
gic factors that helped the BIP neutralise it
and the tactical movesthat resulted inanun-
likely victory for the BJF.

Astatutory clarification before | tum to
these questions. | write this on the assump-
tion that the result as declared by the ECisa
fair reflection of the way people voted.
o h . "

¥
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¥

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“What is necded right now is for the entire socicty to unite around the baton
of macroeconomic regulation policies, strengthen confidence, and take
practical actions, We must cultivate a sense of responsibility to achieve the

annual cconomic goals.

= GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Ready for
a lower rate

Softening food inflation and
US Fed cut create space
for RBI to loosen policy in December

L —
DHARMAKIRTI JOSHI

THE REI'S MOMETARY Policy Committee
{MPC) changed its stance to “neutral” but

inflows arct
‘That said, domestic consumer inflation
remains the key determinant for the RBI's
decisions. Mint Road has time and again re-
intent of aligning in-
flation to its long-term target of 4 per cent
on a durable basis, The word “durable” is
the key, as a temporary decline ininflation
trthe target, as we saw i July-AugList, isun-
likely romggcra rate cut. During July-
August,
erage of 36 pcru‘nk_.l’\lthuu@ kecping the

kept the policy rate unchanged. inflation, nlanmt@mm chl infla-
U i inflati L tion. With fi

amajor o wielding thescalpel. 46 per cont weight i basket,
Ni ignificantlybe-  overall inflation cannot be tamed at 4 per

low brend at 2.3 percent in August, which,
incidentally, matched the average of the
first five s of this fiscal. We expect

kisan, pahahwan and sanvidhan did work.
Else, Congress woulkd not have been a seri-
ous contender in these elections. Anti-in-

as it had done in 2014 and 2019, 50, inanin-
creasingly bipolar situation [the combined
wote share of Congress and BIP rose from 55
percent in 2004 to 79 per cent in this assem-
bly election), that would have meant a deci-
sive defeat for the B[P and a comfortable
majority for Congress.

But this structural advantage was not
enough to win elections. This was the mls-

results PP

its claim and promised more, The onus ison

the ECteclarify. For now, | have taken the of-

ficial results, counter-intuitive as they are, at

face value and bracketed all other concerns

about manipulation.
Let i

take in the kisan-jm haly

fn narrative. [ was among the many ana-

lysts wha belioved that this initial structural
for Congress was large and irre-

versible in the short run, encugh to absorb

the effect of any strategic or tactical move by

the BJP Although, unlike in the LS elections,

rstanding thestruc- — [refraine makinga fc fore-

I 5hift: j o inmni «cast for the Haryana assembly, | shared the

ofthis election. The party suffered a dramatic idespy et hile magor

collapse of its vote share in Hary i ity(or i ongress
mndwprrm—wmkSabluclmm wason the cards.

of 2014 1 tions the The BIP were smart enough

sAme year {ZI per cent), 2019 LS elections
{29 percent) and assemibly clections {28 per
cent L InLSelections of 2019, it trailed the BJP
by nearly 30 percentage points, Haryana
‘Congress was staring at the fate of its coun-
terparts in UP and Bihar, This is where the
farmers’ movement and the wrestlers’

protest rhangcd the polltu:al landscape,
wraning away the

to see an opportunity in adversity. They
could sce that the big shift towards
Congress came largely from the Jats. And
there was an opportunity to split the Dalit
wotes in view of the sub-quota controversy.
By all accounts, they went about executing
their strategy meticubously.
The onkyway of making sense of this out-
- ! Eofmseriesolsira

munity from the BJP: Congress rrwval after

gic moves by the BJP that neutralised the

the Joda that the dis-
affected farmers tumed to Congress rather
than the INLD or JP. Rahul Gandhi's aggres-
sive pitch on the Constitution helped bring

huge ongress.
These moves included replacement of
Manohar Lal Khattar by Mayab Singh Saini
andascricsufannuunrrmmummnttnad-

Congress, on the other hand,
either did not have a clear
strategy or could not execute
it. While Rahul assured a
government of all 36
biradari', the party could not
carry this assurance,
especially to the voters of
south Haryana and GT Road
region populated by non-Jats.
The decision to renominate
all sitting MLAs showed
complacency — 14 of the 28
sitting Congress MLAs lost
the election. Also, the ticket
distribution carried the
stamp of one leader and
reinforced the impression of
Jat dunmmm Kumari Selj

ahig chunk of Dalit back to Congress.

This was reflected in the LS elections, as
the vote share of Congress (including AAP)
made a huge leap of 19 percentage points to
finish 1 percentage point ahead of the BJR
50, contrary to post-poll commentaries,

dress the
immlbved a bold decision to dcny tickets to
many sitting MLAs and big leaders. Quietly,
the BJF pressed the 35-1(pitting 35 comimu-
nities of the state against [ats) polarisation
strategy. This was similar to the “Yadav rai”

quiet protest did not
burt the party in her own
areas, but it accentuated the
BJPs narrative of Congress as
a Jat party.

CR Sasikumar

used by the BJP successfully against
the 5P in the UP assembly elections of 2022
In Haryana the BJP invoked the fear of rj by
‘one community, one district, one farmily. This
strategy, the BPused it in 2019
too.Although ground reports do not suggest
greater polarisation this time, this is the most
plausible explanation for the B)P's unex-
pected sucoess. This was supplemented by a
guict campaign among the non-Jatav 5Cs on
the issue of the sub-quota.

Congress, on the other hand, either did
not have a clear strategy or could not execute
it. While Rahul assured a government of all
*“36 birmdar™, the party could not carry this
assurance, especially to the voters of south
Haryana and GT Road region lated by

the MPC to cut the policy rate by 25 basis
points [bps) during its December review
meeting as food inflation is likely to ease.
. ngnlhcam upside to nml—lDDcI mﬂa.tlun
is unlikely

tensify and affect shipping, crude oil sup-
ply and commadity costs.

Global monetary policy signals have
turned favourable after the US Federal
Reserve (Fed )out its funds rate by a chunky
50 basis points bps in September — the
first such move in four years, That signalled
the decisive turm in thc monetary policy

cent without a benign food inflation sce-
nario, Past data confirms this.

Also, if food inflation is elevated in a
high-growth environment, it can morph
into generalised head line inflation. The REI
expects the Indian economy to grow 7.2
per cent this fiscal ower a high base of 8.2
per cent last fiscal, a tad higher than
CRISIL's forecast of 6.8 per cent. The trans-
mission from food to overall inflation can
occur through high inflationary expecta-
tions, leading bo a wage-price spiral. An RE1
study this year noted that high food infla-

t the
and expectations of households, with po-
bﬂmal spllh\m:nm non-food prices.

cyele among en-
tral banks. The European Central Bank
(ECR) and the Bank of England had sliced
rates earlier, We expect the Fed tocut rates
by another 50 bps this year, follmeed by
another 125 bps in 2025,

The Fed's rate cut typically triggers cap-

i i i 1 o cre-

non-Jats. The decision to renominate all sit-
ting MLAs showed complacency — 14 of the

ates an appreciation bias for the recipient

‘country's currency as the intenest rate pre-
miumover the LS rate widens. This provides

28 sitting Congress MLAs lost the election.
Also, the t it h

of one keader and reinforoed the impression
of Jat dominanoe. Kumari Selja’s not-so-guict
protest did not hurt the party in her ownar-
eas, but it accentuated the BJFs narrative of
‘Congress as a Jat party. While there was no
electoral gainin makingan alliance with the
AAPorSE there was a degree of complacency
inaddressing official and unofficial “rebels”.

These strategic disparities brought the
clectoral match down to the last over, to the
polling day. This is an area where the BJP has
an unmistakable advantage ower the
Congress, with its micro-targeting of voters,

. il

Ele room to adjust their monetary policies
to support growth. But the pace and direc-
tion of rates will be largely influenced by do-
mestic dynamics of growth and inflation.
Some emerging markets had already
begun front-running the Fed by cutting
rates. Within Asia, the Philippines and
Indonesia initiated rate cuts prior to the
Fed move, and now have additional room

at 2.3 per
cent in August, with core inflation at 3.3
per cent and deflating fuel prices. We do

flation, as the slowing global economsy will
keep commaodity prices subdued, S&P
Global has reduced China's GDP growth
forecast to 6 per cent for the current year.
U5 GDP growth is expected to show to 18
per cent in 2025, The S&P Global-GEP
Supply Chain Volatility Index shows that
spare capacity is rising worldwide, mone
=0 in North America and Europe than in
Asia. The tensions in the Middle East have
added uncertainty to crude prices and sup-
ply-chain movements.

Food inflation is the trickiest and is be-

with changing

tall patn:ms and rising cllmm: nsks The

ening duc o plcnnhll rains, The monsoon

forfurther Brazil,
which had aggressively cut rates before the
Fed, has had to move the other way be-
cause it RVEL and

118 per cent above
normal during June-September. The
pmgrt:ss in sowing augurs well for kharif

jin output. reservoir lev-

mobilisation. Congress relied on howa, en-
thusiasm and vaters” self-mobilisation. These
seemingly small but critical factors give the
BJP uptoa 2 per cent spike in every election,
in every state. In the last instance, that ap-
pears to have tilted this close election in
favour of the BJP and resulted inwhat would
be described as an unprecedented and hls-
toric verdict. As in the T-20 final

creating i y This is an
instance of emerging-market monetary
policy responding more o domestic than
global conditions,

cls and recharged groundwater should
support rabi production. Vegetable infla-
tion continues to be a warry, with tomato
pnocs fluctuating and potato and onion

The Fed! the  pric firm in the TOP{tomato,
RBItocut. Inthc: mrm:mmrhllorqtlr onion and potatn) category, according o
ratesby 525bps,  the . Potatoes were i tod by

when.'as the RBI has raised only 250 bps.  blight. and onions by poor rabi output this
in the US, year. Notably, vegetable prices deviated

15 and Incli, ¥ from their typical decline during winter

can change the match.

The writer is member, Swargf
India and National Convenaor
of Bharat Jodo Abhivaan

Don’t outsource development

Why policymakers must be cautious about advice of international NGOs

BIBEK DEBROY, SANJEEV SANYAL AND ADITYA SINHA

FOR DECADES, INTERNATIONAL NGOs
[|NGOS] have pushed dnnurdrlw:n agen-
das that h

such as the Ford Foundation, Rockefeller
Foundation, and Population Council played

ties. In Tanzania and Kenya, INGO-led con-
servation displaced Maasai communities.
In Bolivia, water privatisation in
Cochabamba, backed by INGOs, restricted
access, leading to public outery and policy
reversal. Similar patterns have emerged in
India, where INGOs promoted projects with
conditions that ignored local realities, un-
dermining development goals.

tion technologies to India. By the 1960s,
India’s population was seen as a major ghobal
concem, and Western expertsidentified it as
a"testcase” for population management. In
1975, egged on by INGOs, 59 per cent of
India's Health Ministry budget was directed
Imua:d family pla.nn:ng mlh little beft ror

Population Sciences, Mumbai, while
‘Western funding focused heavily on AIMS,
whare Segal set up a department of repro-
ductive physiology. The Rockefeller
Foundation had embedded advlsl:rs at Al-
1M since 1958,

oentesis tests in India during the labe 1960s.
Incidentalhy, these INGOs also funded the im-
jport ofu_]tramnd machines toIndia.

rates, which was narrower than historical
levels at the start of this fiscal, became
wider with initiation of the LS rate cut in
September. Consequenthy, capital flows to
India increased and the rupee has
strengthened. &P Glohal notes that this
time, the impact of Fed rate cuts on capital
inflows will be more proncunced in Asian
emerging markets, particularly ones with
healthy macroeconomic performance.
Mdd to that India's inclusion in global bond
indices — with the FTSE being the latest —

months in 2023 due to persistent shocks
from inclement weather, be it abnormal
rainfall or heat extremities. This year, we
expect things to improve as vegetable in-
fation should ease inwinter months with
the arrival of a fresh harvest.

A combination of moderate non-food
inflation, cooling feod inflation, and US Fed
rate cuts will pave the way for India's rate
cuts to start in December.

The writeris Chief Economist, CRISIL Led

CONGRESS'S MISSTEPS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Reading the
Haryana wind'{IE, October 9). It laysout

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

party’s ticket distribution, Evouring his

oy
M=o, the Congress's veremphasis on na-
tional issues, like the caste census and

ac-

gan backing the institution in 1962 with a
1.7 million grant.

Mudged by these INGOs, at AIIMS, doc-
tors opcnly promoted the use of sex deter-

The introduction of amniocentesis tests at

Sefection  AIIMS, which wrrr:nmallymc\anrmdmn
by Mara Hit It i Sl:talaul ities, quickly became tools for
7y INGOs led inthe foetal sex.
incidence of Fi:ma]c foeticide in India. While A keey figure in lhls was Shc:l:lcm chal
the Westerm narrative tends to focusonhow head of the F oundil
im Ik is  division, Dcﬂllwlrllback-

tragic practice, i ( his-
torical role of British colonial policies and
‘Wistern NGOsin perpetuating gencerimbal-
ance on an industrial scale,

Scholars such as L5 Vishwanath and
Bernard 5 Cohin have shown that British land
reforms in the late 18th and eardy 19th cen-
turies directly increased infanticide among
land-owning castes. Nevertheless, the British
perpetuated the narrative that female infan-
ticice was rooted in India’s cultural back-
wardness. After independence, the so-called
“white man's burden” was perpetuated by
INGOs pushing donor-driven agendas, often
reflecting the same colonial mindset. Their
interventions — driven by Malthusian fears
of overpopulation — ended up worsening fe-
male foeticide.

Between the 19505 and 1980s, INGOs

F . Sepal was di-
rectly acvising Lieutenant Colone] B LRaina,
India’s director of family planning. Segal
helped reorient Raina's focus solely on pop-
ulation control. By 1965, personnel from the
Ford Foundation alone in Delhi rivalled the
US embassy staff in size, and the Rochcmll:r

jon had its
the USin New Delhi. The economic leverage
these INGOs wiclded cemented their con-
trol. By the 1960s, India was receiving 51.5
hillion annually in aid, much of it conditioned
on population control measures.

INGOs also established stronghobds in
prestigious institutions to make pliable
Indians to fight the “intellectual battle” on
their behalf. For instance, the Population
Council : W

‘A paper publi
1 € Verma and colleagues in Indion

tests saw sharper
declines in the female-to-rmale ratio. By 2001,
earhy adopters like I"1n|_|aband Haryanacxpe—

5 vis-a-
wis B|P in the just concluded Haryana
Assembly elections. While B 5 Hooda,
former CM and master crafter of the

ic disparities, failed to attract
Haryana's clectorate, who were more fo-
cused on local concemns. National theto-
ricand large-scale policy debates, while
mpnnam. do not nmcssanly translate

rienced drasticdrop
— Punjab to 876 and Haryana to BG1. Bo‘th

al strategy, must

m-mup to hls snlcri:spmslnllly for put-

states are chose to Dethi, the i
these INGOs. According to a 2006 study by

Paediatrics the use of .
tesis for sex sclmmn arguing that it could

Jha et al, publi in The Lancet, the intro-
ductlnnd prenatal sex-determination tech-

v fecundity” by al-
lowing Famlln:s to stop reproducing once
they had a male child. The paper acknowl-
edged that 7 out of & families that um:lcr-
went tlu: test primarily for sex

»d 10 million miss-
ing female births in India over two decades.
The study noted that between 1980 and
2010, 5,00,00¢

By 1978,
over 1,000 female foetuses had been
aborted at AIMS alone, and between 1978
and 1983, an estimated 78,000 female foe-
tuses wene aborted nationwide as sex de-

ditinnal Indian walues can be traced directly to
colonial policies, later weaponised by INGO
arvocacy. This is not to dermy the existence of

eatthe
hustings by banking solely on Jat and
farmers votes, the BJP did quite astutely
manage to garner awhole lot of non-Jats
wotes in its favour. Another key area of
concern could be the “sidelining” by him
of Kumari Selja, the party's incumbent
MP and a worthy vote catcher from the
reserved category. Mo wonder the BJP
had the last laugh.

S Gupta, via emiil

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Reading the

Sanjay Chopra, holal

GOVERNANCE IN J&K

THIS REFERS TO the article, The victor's
task'(IE, October ). The decisive victory
af i Ci |

liance marks a new beginning for the
Union Territory. Getting a chance to have:
thl:'irsayin tthe Assembly elections after
10 years, the voters have chosen stabil-
|l1r over a chlumd manda.uc Nuw be-

and the Centre — how to negotiate the

traditional biases but to highlight that large- Haryana wind' (IE, Dm:lhc: ). The hmdmtrandmmscdpmtrliquaﬂy
termination spread to other government  scale foeticide resulted from delil a Haryana Electi ing trust, and the onus
haspitals, In other waords, the INGOs were tions bngrnclisthatmlalmntll‘tlssuc N:sult \mth the BJP winning 48 sc:au lels on the leaders. Aomdrnnr.a.umul
Guu\.l oxam- assembhy B start o

fully aware of what they were

Census data reveals a troubling dedline
in the child sex ratio aver the decades, with
a particularly sharp fall after the 1970s. In
1951, the ratio stood at 943 girls per 1,000
bays, close to the natural sex ratio of about
950. The ratio decreased to 941 in 1961, 930
in 1971, and 934 in 1981. By 1991, it had fur-
mndmwcdeZ? Motably. the most sig-

centre at the International Institute for

rred in 1971, closely co-
inciding with the introduction of

p nal agencic

canc

Therefore, local

wvice from INGOs and consultancies.

Debroy i Chairman, Sanyal is Member
and Sinha is 050, Research, Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime Minister.
Views are personal

epaperindianexpresgicom .. .

pmmlscs of a corruption-free gcm:rn
ment, along with the central govern-
ment'’s outreach efforts, the

ofthe people's verdict. The NC-Congress

ity. There i fior mistaloes, The

“Brand Modi" appeal remained intact.
‘Whilethe BJF managed its intemal con-

restoration of statehood may be a legiti-
miate demand, but it must loak beyord

flicts effectively, the Cr wedto i and worl for soc
Former CW
BhwlndnSlnthmxhdnmtcdthc Khokan Das, Knfkato
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Following the light of the sun, we left the Old World,
ristopher Columbus

Lessons to learn
for Congress in
Haryana debacle

he BJP literally had the last laugh in Haryana by upsetting

the mathematics of Congress and the pollsters, A win here

was crucial because the Congress was attempting to resur-

rect itself from the dungeons and counter the onslaught of

the saffron brigade bolstered by the gg-seat tally at the Lok
Sabha election, However, the defeat for Congress in Haryana and a
below-par score in J&K only meant that the party had gone into re-
verse gear once again. The BJP has not only secured a record third
term but managed its best-ever performance in Kashmir signalling a
dramatic turnaround.

Nobody expected the BJF to win. Not the Congress, the pollsters, or
for that matter, even the analysts, The odds were against the BJF in
Haryana because of the simmering discontent built up with sections
of people and farmers and the wrestling community stacking against
them, However, the Congress had a bigger set of problems, Differenc-
es between the state unit of the Congress and the central leadership,
as well as the various issues and rifts within state factions that were
visible during the campaign trail, The old and new faces narrative
continued to dodge the party, and, sadly,

II'I':I':I:?“. kﬁw the grand old party did not learn lessons
mmw: - Ulliui from Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh
when it comes to last year, Factionalism and internal di-
harashtra whereitis  Visions continue to hurt the party across

in talks with Shiv Sena States, Goa had its fair share of such in-

(UBT) and Sharad Pawar’s  ternal parly rivalres, which now appear

NCP-SPalliance, evenas  to have been ironed out in large measure,
AAP has announced that At a time when the Congress had a foot-
it will not consider an hold in the INDIA Bloc with Rahul Gan-
alliance in Delhi

dhi emerging as a unanimous choice of
leadership, the defeat came as a jolt. The
BJP may have failed to open its account in the Kashmir valley but it
succesded in maintaining its stronghold in the Jammu reglon, win-
ning its individual best 20 seats — and emerging with the largest vote
share of 25.5 per cent overall,

The setback in Haryana puts the goodwill of both Congress and
Gandhis on a slippery slope again, The immediate criticism thrown
by allies amplifies that, On Wednesday Shiv Sena (UBT) questioned
the party over its decision to go alone in Haryana, while Trinamool
Congress accused it of “arrogance and entitlement”, The entire fo-
cus of the Haryana debacle has shifted to Congress and its deci-
slon-making as Shiv Sena (UBT) lauded the BJP for its “systematic
management”,

The Haryana loss means that the Congress will lose its bargaining
power when it comes to Maharashtra where it is in talks with Shiv
Sena (UBT) and Sharad Pawar's NCP-SP alliance, even as AAP has
announced that it will not consider an alliance in Delhi.

Congress, on the other hand, has been alleging manipulation of
the electronic voting machines (o rig the results, with party spokes-
person Jairam Ramesh mentioning that the results go against the
ground reality, Time and again when results have gone against,
EVMs have been made the target with the party refusing to acknowl-
edge its failings. In politics, especially in the Opposition space, this
happens all the time, It's time the Congress steers away from finding
faults with the results and introspects on the party internals before
going to polls in States like Maharashtra and Delhi,

There are lessons for the Congress in Goa too from the Haryana
debacle, Overconfidence can have disastrous consequences in the
political arena,

-

Lightning strikes a warning
against construction on hills

L:shlnins reportedly struck a turret of the geo-year-old Holy Spirit Church

in Margao, causing some stones to fall onto the courtyard below dama

ng a scocder I thee process, Luckily no one wis injured, However damage

was done to the formidable facade of the barogue-style church. Lightning also
struck a bublding at Mangor Hill in Vasco damaging it partlally and a house at
Bogmalo, Be that as it may, it needs to be noted that tall trees are normally found
in front of churches In order to attract lHghtning towards B and away from the
metal bell in the belfry. One of the primary reasons coconut trees ane effective
in mitigating lightning strikes ks thels bigh molsture content, This high modstine
content acts as i natural conductor, allowing the lightning to pass through the
tree and into the ground without causing significant damage to the surrounding
structures, In Gon trees ane being cut rampantly to make way for tall buildings,
Hence high-rise buildings will always be susceptible to lightning strikes, This is
probably nature's way to warn agalnst constructlon activites at great helghts by
indulging in hill-cutting and chopping down trees,

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco
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Wakeup call for Congress in Maharashtra?

The party has to strike the right seat-sharing deal with Uddhav Thackeray in
Mumbai and Konkan and with Sharad Pawar in western Maharashtra

1 dThe writer is a
senkar journalist
who has warked far
1 years in Mumbai
and Pune

ROHIT CHANDAVARKAR

Haryana Assembly polls have sur-

prised politiclans and political ob-
servers all over the country. Most exit
polls broadeast by natlonal news chan-
nels a couple of days ago predicted that
thie Congress party would win and form
the government in the state,

New 1t seems that the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party has an edge and will continue
to rule the state for a third term,

This means that after Gujarat and
Madhya Pradesh, the B]P has found
i third state in India which has defied
antl-incumbency and chosen the same
party to form the government,

The big question now belng asked s,
hew the political parties in Maharash-
tra, especially the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) of which the Congress is a part,
will bee affected by this development?

Ever since the Lok Sabha poll results
came out in the first week of June, the
Congress in Maharashtra has looked
wnd felt very eonfident, The party siast-
wd getting aggressive not just with the
ruling government but also with its al-
lance partners in the field.

The body language of the leaders of
the Congress started looking different
in the past four months. In Maharash-
tra bath the political alliances, the MVA
and the BIP-led Mahayutl, are currently
golng through the process of declding
the seat-sharing formula for the upcom-
Ing Assembly polls,

The Congress was baginning to take
an aggressive posture in these talks
with its pariners Shiv Sena (UBT) and
NCP (SCP) In the talks.

The leaders were looking as if they
had almost taken it for granted that
they would be winning the upcoming
Assembly polls. Mow suddenly with
Haryana reswlts out and the Congress
getting a setback there, all this is ex-
pected to change.

Uddhaw Thisckaray's Shiv Sena (UAT)
has been constantly demanding that
the MVA should announce the face of

Tht' unexpected results seen in the

the probable chiel minister from the
MVA alllance in advance,

Barring the 2019 Assembly election
(where the BIP announced that De-
vendra Fadnavis would be their CM
eandidate if they returned 1o power),
Maharashira has never seen a iradi-
tion of any party or alliance announc-
ing thelr "CM candidate” in advance
but the Shiv Sena (UBT) has insisted
thirt this should be done.

The Congress has opposed this idea
as they feel that enee a face is an-
nounced by a particular party In ad-
vance it discourages activists of other
partes from the alllanee from pariic-
ipating In the election campalgn ag-
resshvaly,

MNow looking at the fact that the
Congress party has not been able to
win the Haryana polls decisbvely, Shiv
Senn (UBT) has once again started
pushing for the demand of announc-
ing the CM candidate from Tuesday
evening,

The Haryana results are also likely
toy pat the Congress on the defensive
over seat-sharing talks with the Shiv
Semn (UBT) especkally In Mumbal and
Mumbai Metropolitan Reglon (MMR),
It is mow well known that seat-sharing
in Mumbal eity and suburbs has not
been easy between the Congress and
Udelhav Thackeray's party,

Congress feels that it was dominat-
ing Mumbai and ruled the Brihan-
Mumbai Municipal Corporation {EMC)
before the wHos when Shiv Sena took
aver the relns in the BMC.

In fact the Congress and Shiv Sena
have been bitter rivals for decades In
Mumbai. Now with Congress losing
Haryana both partles may be looking
at the seat-sharing deal for Mumbai
from a different perspective.

Some Congress party insiders said
thiat the party's steatigles may hive
gome wrang in many ways in Haryana,
Thee way some leaders were given too
much prominence, the way seats were
distributed to candidates from a par-
ticular lobby, the way two prominent
leaders of the party from Haryana
were ot glven a big enough mle; all
these factors went against the party
aecording to them,

The question is whether these mis-
takes will be avolded in Maharashtra,
Some from the Congress party [eel
that in Maharashtra the party has to
strike the right seat-sharing deal with
Uddhav Thackeray in Mumbal and
Konkan and with Sharad Pawar in
Wentern Maharashtra.

These two reglons themaelves we-
count for more than 100 seats out of
the 288 seats of the Maharashtra As-
semibly,

Some observers say the problem
with the Congress party is that it has
very good leaders at the top and a
committed voter base, but it now lacks
o widespread party cadre,

The grassroots Congress worker has
somehow moved away from the par
ty and either joined some other party
such as Sharad Pawar's NCP, or has
left politics,

The challenge for the top leader-
ship of the Congress at the Centre and
in the state is to revive that grassroot
campaigning activity and commit-
ment among the activists which has
been on the decline for the past few
yeurs. Whether that will happen ef-
fectively Is not known but one thing is
obvlous that the Haryana trends and
results have been a wakeup call for
the Congress party in Maharashtra,
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Has caste m become
entrenched in jails too?

Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal,
Qdisha, Kerala, Kamataka, Ocisha and
Himachal Pradesh still eperate on the
basis of caste, The country is celebrat-
Ing freedam, but in this golden age, the
country seems to be lagging behind in
terms of casteism, & criminalis a crimi-
nial, respactive of his caste or religlan,
he s a criminal in the eyes of the law,
when he goes 1o Jall. 1tis based on
caste that the prison administrations in

Don't entertain those stoking communal flames

‘When one thinks Goa Chiel Minister Pramod Sawant cannot get
any lower, he proves us wiong with the recent statements where
he tried to draw similar comparisons between Subhash Velingkar
and Fr Balmax, Thie court reply in Subhash Velingkar anticipatory
bail brought to rest that na parallels should be drawn between
the 2 cases and Fr Bolmax statements included that Shivajl was
a natlonal hero and we need to henour and respect Shivajl; and
his statements did not insult or attempt to insult any religion.
DOne would expect the CM to act maturely particularty in such
kind of cases. Also while | appreciate and respect the good
efforts/intentions of some non-Goans tewards Goa invarous
aspacts, there are some nan-Goeans in Goa whe ane well known

the earlier mentioned states treat such
criminals on the basls of rules framed
on the basis of caste. 15 this not an open
vilation af the rght to equality under
Aaticle 14 of the Canstitution of India? Is
Itright to assign such prisoners Lo tradi-
tiomal cleaning ar other work based an
their caste just because they are bam
In a lower caste? The caste discrimi.
nation observed in the society is now
"hing" observed Inside the prisons
amang thase with criminal tendencies.
Even theugh the golden age of Indian
freedom has dawned, the caste system
has not left the prison towers,
DATTAPRASAD SHIRODKAR, Mumbal

College can't ignore safety
concerns over decaying tree
Acrapldly decaying bamyan tree In the
parking lot of Chowgule College is an
the verge of collapse, posing a signil-
leant threat to the safety of students,
visitars, and nearby residents., The tree,
which could fall at ary moment, s a
potential disaster waiting to happen.
Immediate actian |s required, as the
area is regularly frequented by young
children, students, and college visitors.
Anearty lamily sent a formal letter and
email to the principal of the college,
warming aboul the dangers posed by
the dead tree. In the same communica-
tam, the family also drew attention ta
i three-metre section of the college's
parking lot wall that is leaning danger-
ously. Frustrated by the inaction, lacal
residents escalated their concems to
thee South Goa Disaster Management

inc y trying to stoke communal lames; as now being
recently done in this case of St Francls Xavier, | nequest Goans I
respective of religlous backgrounds to please not entertaln these
troublemakers and Goa CM to please take tough action agalnst

them on an urgent basis,
ARWIN MESQUITA, Cofva

Authority. While inspections were
carrhed aut promptly, the com pound
wall collapsed onto the read before
any official arders could be lssued by
the Collector. Thankfully, the collapse
aceumed at 2:30 am, when 0o one
wiks present, However, residents now
fear that the Banyan tree may not be
as forgiving as the wall, The failure of
Chowgule College to respand to these
dangers has left the community deeply
concerned, anxlously awaiting action

before a tragedy oceurs,

ABIGAIL BARRETTO, Via evnail .\’ &
No one has right to hurt vs®
religious sentiments

It has been a trend to vitiate the atmos-

phere on the basis of religlon, whenay-
e the situation demands. Though the
matives are unclear, Itis quite disgust-
ing that peaple resort to these things,
The recent Velingkar's controversial
religlous remarks hurt sentiments due
o his media statements criticising

51 Francis Xavier, the patron saint of
the state. Obwiously, this Is shameful
and upsetting and tragic. Freedom of
expression does not mean freedam

1o insult, belittle or sneer. Ensuring

Send your
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thegoan.net.
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be 150-200
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peace and harmony In the country and
cammunities is the mast sacred duty

of every cltizen of this country that they
should maintaln peace and harmaony
and ensure that thedr acts do not instl-
gate and pramote communal hatred or
Il-will, The conduct of the Velingkar was
an attempl to distur the cammunal
harmony of the Goa by trying to create
arift between the communities, Itis
necessary that people do not spread
messages that would hur religious
sentiments. The ideals of justice, libery,
equallty and fraternity In the Preamble
are relevant and meaningful because
these ideals pramate a comman feeling
of brotherhood, One should be careful
while Issuing statements. Remarks
should not hurt the sentiments of any
particular segment of the soclety.

KG VILOP, Chonra

New cop strategies
to amrest rise in thefts

Goa Is now becoming o hub of theft and
crimes., In last two manths we saw day-
light robberies and theft in temples, flats
and shops . The daylight robbesy by fake
policeman asking ladies o give their
Enld ormamants by waming of risk of rab-
ery and innocent ladies glve thelr arna-
ments and the person flees on bike with
wiang number plate, Another jewellery
shop burglary In Morth Goa was carded
out at midnight and amaments valued
warth lakhs of rupees were robbed, Goa
18 facing day as well as night robber.
lies with gangs of thieves involved In
the acts having easy access to Konkan
Raltway . Inspite of CCTV cameras, the
thieves wear masks and helmets to hide
their identities and decamp with orna-
ments and sell them outside the state
for cash then spent in casinos, Night
patrolling should be Increased by cops
In ordinary cars, Survelllance and CCTV
should be with use of hidden cameras
50 that the same cannot be damaged.
With increase In such thefts it's time to
be \rI?IIn nt at all tmes and protect eitl-
zens from Increase in thefts,
RAJ RAMAMMURTHY, Vasco



