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On the challenges to road safety in India

20

the lowest rates of road accident deaths? What is a crash surveillance system?

EXPLAINER

The story so far:
he “India Status Report on
Road Safety 2024,” prepared by
the TRIP Centre at 1T Delhi,
not only highlights India’s slow
progress toward meeting imernational
goals of reducing road accident Eualities,
but also emphasises the organic
connection between road construction,
maobility, and the need for a differentiated
approach to mitgate road accidents.

What does the report state?
This report analyses road safety in India,
uwsing data from First Information Reports
(FIRs) from six States and audits of State
compliance with Supreme Court
directives on m:l safety BOvernance. It

h

high rate of fatal crashes involving trucks.
Road traffic injuries remain a major public
health challenge h lintle
progress in reducing fatalities, despite
advancements in other sectors, Most
Indian States are unlikely to meet the
ed Nations Decade of Action for Road
Safety goal to halve tra aths by 2030,
Inn 2021, road waffic injuries were the
13th leading cause of death in India
the 12th leading cause of health loss
(measured i sability-Adjusted Life
Years, or DALYs). In six States (Hary;
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, Punjaly,
Rajasthan, Unarakhand, Uttar Pradesh),
road traffic injuries ranked among the top
10 causes of health loss,

Why is erash surveillance necessary?
India's national road safety data systems
are insufficient for guiding public policy.
Currently, there is no national crash-level
database. Road safety st -5 at bath
State and national levels are compiled
from individual police station records,

Safety first

Percentage of road traffic deaths by victims mode of transport in six States

In 2021, road traffic injuries were the 13th leading cause of death in
Indlia and the 12th leading cause of bealth loss.
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which are aggregated at districr, State,
and national levels before being
ed. These tables allow only the
nmst basic analyses, preventing effective
ne 107 prog)
letlu rmore, wlnpﬂl ns with other
datasets, such as the Global Burden of
Disease (GBD) study and Sample
Registration System (SKS), suggest that
these tables often contain inaccurate
information on key variables like the
vietim's modde of transport — data erucial
for road safety management.

In the absence of a crash surveillance
system, the report had to rely on FIRs
from six States and State road safety
governance audit reports,

Source: india Status Report on Fioad Safety 2024

How are States faring in road safety?
Road safety varies significantly across
India, with per capita death rates differing
muore than threefold between States.
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and Chhattisgarh
recorded the highest death rates, ar 21.9,
18,2, and 176 per 1,00,000 people,
respectively. In contrast, West Bengal and
Bihar had the lowest rates, at 5.9 per
100,000 in 2021, Six states - Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashira, Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka, Rajasthan, and Tamil Nadu -
account for mearly half of all traffic
faralities in India.

The report also reveals that
pedestrians, cyclisis, and motorised
two-wheeler riders are the most common

The role of district agro-met
offices in supporting farmers

What are agro-meteorological advisories? Why did the government shut down distr

Rishika Pardikar

‘The story so far:
ast week, PT! reported that the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) is planning to
revive District Agro-Meteorology
Units (DAMU) under the Gramin Krishi
Mausam Sewa (GKMS) scheme, The IMD
established 199 DAMUs in 2018 in
collaboration with the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research. The aim was 1o use
weather data to prepare and disseminate
sub-district bevel agricultural advisories.
In March, DAMUs were shut down
following an erder issued by the IMD,

Why are agro-met units important?
Around 0% of farmers in India rcsl::al.]

dry spells and heavy wet spells, Farmers
should have this information because it
affects crops,” Madhavan Rajeevan,
former secretary, Ministry of Earth
Science, told The Hinduy.

The DAMUs were located within Krishi
Vigyan Kendras (KVEs), Scientists and
researchers trained in meteorology and
agricultre were recrulted as DAMU staff.
They used weather data provided by the
IMD like rainfall, temperature and wind
speeds to prepare agriculiural advisories
related to sowing and harvesting, usage of
fertilizers and pesticides, irrigation etc.

These advisories were sent to millions
of farmers across the country free-of-cost
They
were shared via text messages, Whatsapp
groups, newspapers and also through
in-person communication from DAMU
staff and KVK officers. Since these
advisories provided weather information
inadvance, they helped farmers plan
ities like irrigation. They also served
ings for extreme events like

weather variability, “The climate is E
changing. M onset and I as early
diates have changed. We also see extended | droughts and heavy raind

(<]
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agro-met offices?

conducted over the years have stressed
the benefits of agro-met advisories.

Why were DAMUSs shut down?
According to a report by Article-I14, the
NITI Aayog misrepresented the role of
DAMUSs and also sought privatisation. NITI
Aayog falsely claimed that agro-met data
was automated, thereby undercutting the
rale of DAMU staff. In reality, the DAMLU
staff played a huge role in preparing
agricultural sdvisories based on weather
data by the IMD. These advisories were
prepared at the block-level across districts
and then communicated to farmers in
loscal languages. NITI Aayog also sought
monetisation of such services as opposed
to the current scheme where agro-met
information was provided free-ofcost to
nota
wise decision. The [GKMS] scheme
should have been strengthened to capiure
the needs of farmers across the country,”
said Dr, M. N. Thimmegowda, a professor
ar the University of Agricultural Sciences.
In February, the Gujarat-based

victims of road accidents, while trucks are
responsible for the highest proporti
impacting vehicles. It also notes th
only seven States do more than 50% of
motorised two-wheeler ntbunu ar
helmets, despite the fact o
safety measure could sign
fanalities and serious injuries.

Only eight Staves have audited more
than half of their National Highway
lengths, and very few
the same for their State

traffic safety measures, including traffic
, and signage, are

catlmnﬂ markin

strateghes are essential to address the
unique road safety challenges faced by
different States.

How does India fare globally?

The report presents a sobering
comparison between India and developed
countries like Sweden and other
Scandina nations, which have
excelled in road safety governance. In
19940, an Indian was 40% more likely 1o
die in a road accident than someone in
these countries. By 2021, this figure had
soared 1o 600%, indicating a sharp rise in
road fatalities, The report questions
whether better-equipped vehicles with
more advanced safety features are the
solution, given that two-wheeler riders,
cyclists, and motoreyclists represent the
majority of road fatalities,

‘What is the way forward?
Central and State governments need o
prioritise the scale-up of road safery
imterventions, A natlonal daabase for
fatal crashes should be established. Public
access 1o this system will improve
understanding of specific risks to road
users and the effectiveness of various
interventions implemented in the States,
Geetam Tiwari is Professor af the Indian
Insritute of Technology, New Delhi.
Tikender Panwar is former Deputy Mayor,
Shimia, and Member, Kerala Urban
Commission.

Association of Agrometeorologists wrote
to the Prime Minister expressing “deep
concern and disappointment” about the
decision to shut down the agro-met units
while highlighting how DAMUs helped
build “climate resilience” among the
farming community. In the same month,
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari

Jitendra Singh, current M
the Ministry of Eanth Sciences seeking a
continuation of the services.

‘What about private players?
At present, there are a handful of private
players in the weather advisory space, But
there are serlous concerns about the
affordability of such services. “Private
companies work with a profit motive and

¢+ prices become exorbitant for small
and marginal farmers who are the
majority,” Mr. Thimmegowda sald, For
instance, consider how some companies
currently charge 210,000 per crop for an
annual subseription to their advisories,
This would mean an investment of
T20,000-40,000 for many farmers who
ate vegetables and cereals. Somse
companies also charge rates as high as
T60,000-80,000 for annual subscriptions
to downscaled farm-level agromet
advisories. Further, Mr, Thimmegowda
explained that there could be bias in
agro-met advisories related 1o wsage of
fertilizers ete. “Their recommendations of
fertilizers and pesticides could be biased
towards certain brands.”

Rishika Pardikar is a freelance
Enviroameent repovier.

Palestinians killed in
the Gaza Strip since
October 7

40.988:

deaths in the last 24 hours, accordmg (1)
the health ministry in Gaza, we

The toll
includes
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“state with respect to meeting international goals of reducing road accident fatalities? Which States have
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From six States and audits of
State compliance with
Supreme Court directives on
road salety povemance.
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The report reveals that
pedestrions, cyclists, and
motorised two-wheeler ridérs
are the most commion victims
of road accidents, while trucks
are responsible for the highest
propartion of impacting
wehiches.
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Central and State governments
need to prioritise the scale-up
of road safety intenventions. A
national database for fatal
crashes should be established
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in 2018 in collaboration with
the Indian Council of
ﬂ&ll(u|lllld| Research, The aim
was 1o wie weather data from
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disseminate sub-district level
apricultural advisories.
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DAMU staff wsed weather data
provided by the IMD like
rainfall, temperature and wind
speeds to prepare agricultural
advisories related to sowing
andd harvesting, usage of
Bertilizers and pesticides,
ngation etc.
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At present, there are a handful
of private players in the
wiather advisory space. But
there ane serous concems.
abwout alerdabslity of such
Lervices.
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What to watch in high-stakes Harris- Trump presidential debate

ARJUN SENGUPTA
MEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER D

KAMALS HARRIS and Donald Trump will
face each other in their first and possibly
only televised debate on Tuesday evening
[6.30 am Wednesday in India). Latest
polling indicates they are neck and neckin
the race to become the next President of the
United States. Here's what to know about
the debate.

Race on a knife's edge

Results of a The New York
Times Siena College poll pub-
lished on Sunday showed Trump leading
Harris 48% to 47% nationally, well within
the survey's 2.8%-point margin of error. The
mesults were “largely unchanged” from late
July, just after President Joe Biden dropped
out of the race,

Other polls through August had shown
Harris surging as Trump appeared to falter
somewhat, But that surge may be ebbing,
even as Trump's base remains frmiy behind
Thirm. With less than two months togo before
Election Day, aPoliticocommentator likened
tthe race to “a knife fight ina phone booth”™

GLOBAL

More at stake for Harris

Itwould seerm Harris has mione to gain —or
lose — from Tuesday’s dobate. As many as 28%
of likely voters in the TimesjSiena poll said
they needed to “leam mone” about her, com-
pared to 8% who said the same about Trump,

The Harris campaign has avoided getting
into specifics about her policy platform.
‘While remaining “generic Democrat” makes
it bess likely she would make a calamitous

Jmex pos, it beaves the Trump campaign with

EXPLAINED

an opportunity to define the
vice president inits mam terms.

On Tuesday, Harris will
have an opportunity to define
herself in juxtaposition to
Trump, but she will have to do so without
giving him more ammunition toattack her.
Asueeessful balancing act will be crucial for
her campaign.

Biden lameout lessons

Biden's floundering performance
against Tramp in the June 27 debate effec-
tively ended his political career. Analysts
have pointed to two clear lessons for Harris
from the disaster.

First, how Harris speaks and reacts to
Trump will be asimportant as what she says.

(AW CULTURE

SAKTHAN THAMPURAN AND HIS
IMPORTANCETO THRISSUR

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
MNEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 9

MINISTER OF State for Tourism and
Thrissur MP Suresh Gopi on Saturday
pledged to replace a statue of Sakthan
Thampuran that was knocked over by a
state transport bus in June by a new
bronze statue if the Kerala government
i not do so within 14 days.

Sakthan Thampuran
RajaRamaVarma Kunjipillai or Rama
Varma [, better known today as Sakthan
Thampuran, nuled over the Cochin king-
dom from 1790 to 1805, He was borm in
1751 to Ambika Thampuran and
Chendose Aniyan Namboodir of the
Cochin royal family, but was raised by an
aunt who called him Sakthan, meaning
“powertul”. The word thampuran is be-
lieved bo be an appropriation of the
Sanskrit samrat, meaning cmperon
The Cochin kingdom, which was part
of the Late Chera Empire, covered the re-
gions between Ponnani in Malappuram
and Thottappally in Alappuzha in today's
Kerala.(Ashalatha Thampuran, History of
e Cochin R:lwfﬁ:rmnbr Trm:lruiﬁz_k.lunw
2010}

The magnificent annual Thrissur
Pooram festival in Thrissur. anv

erstwhile spiritual heads of the
Vadakkumnathan and Perumanam tem-
ples, whio had conspired against the pre-
wious Cochin king in his wars against the
Calicut Zamorin — and entrusted temple
management to the government.

He built a fearsome reputation for
himself, and is said to have largely freed
this kingdom of crime.

Thrissur and Pooram
Sakthan Thampuran transferred the
seat of thl: Cochin kingdom from

af T

Strategist and ruler

Sakthan Thampuran became heirap-
parent in 1769 as an 18-year-old, He ad-
wvised his king to maintain friendly rela-
tions with both the Dutch and the
[English, whowere vying for alarger share
of trade in the region.

Sakthan is said to have orchestrated
Ihysore's attempt todmade the Travanoone
kingdom, which had established relations
with the English East India Company. This
wwould result inthe Powney treaty which
freed the Cochin kingdomn from its alle-
giance to Mysore, and helped formalise its
melations with the British.

Sakthan Thampuran put.an end tothe
institution of the Yogiatirppads — the

adern-day Thrssur.
The Thekkinkadu Maidanam and the sur-
rounding Swaral Round became the basis
ffor the city's elaborate rmad system and
infrastructure.

The king encouraged merchantsof all
religions and British officials to relocate
o the city: He alsooverhauled and firmed
up the kingdom’s finances, personally
OVMETSEEI NG TEVENUNE Management.

Sakthan Thampuran started the
Thrissur Pooram in 1797 asan altenative
to the Arattupuzha Pooram, then the
largest temple festival in the state. The
Thrissur Pooram was conceived asanop-
portunity for the major temples in
Thrissur tocome o pay their respects to
Lord Shiva, the presiding deity at the
Vadakkumnathan Temple.
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Donald Trump (right | and Joe Biden durng the June 27 debate on CNN. Thear

His incoherence aside, what cost Biden
dearly were pictures in which he appeared
lost or moady.

Second, Harris will have to exploit
Trump's “weaknesses” much better than
Biden could. At 58 years old, she is now the
significantly younger candidate, and will
have the opportunity to redinect some of the
criticisms and ridicube that Trump, 78, pre-
viously aimed at Biden, 81

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS
PUNE, SEPTEMBERS

THE DEMOCRATIC Republic of Congo{DRC)—
i:pu:l:ntrru( the mpax cuthneak: that has be-
omme and spread hDothr_‘n.,.. ies—

itsfir PO VACTINES.

Since January 1, 2022, mpox cases have
been reported from 121 countries, including
20WHD member-states across Africa, As of
September 5, 2024, a total 1,03,048 labora-
tory-confirmed cases. including 220 deaths,
have been reported from across the world
simce January 1. 2022. On Monday, India con-
firmied its first mpox case, whichwas a travel-
related infection.

Diespite the surge in the number of cases,
vaccines have been in short supply in Africa.
Apart from DRC, the only other African coun-
try o have any mpax vaocine is Nigeria That
is one of the main reasons why mpox spread
rapidly, prompting the WHO to declare thein-
fection a global health e mergency last month.

Why is the spread of mpox a concern?
M pos, which was first reparted i

Also, the former President is prone to
rambling rants and going off on tangents, and
is often bullying and rude, which many vot-
ers likely find distasteful.

As an opinion article in The Boston Globe
said: "Harris should call out Trump's “alpha
male' behaviour. Harrs might consider say-
ing... Donald, you've ahways been tough on
those you perceive as vulnerable and weak
against dictators and tyrants.”

Choosing their issues

The moderators from ABC News are ex-
pected to ensure that no single issue getsdis-
proportienate airtime; however, both Harris
and Trump will try to talk more on topics in
which they poll better. Whoever is able to
make their pet issue the most memorable

Fthe debate will likely lared
the winner on Tuesday,

For Harris, this would be abortion and re-
productive rights — something that Trump
has vacillated on. Polls indicate women cut-
ting across racial lines care deeply about this

issue, and their support — especially that of

women who have traditionally voted
Republican — will be crucial for Harris.
Trurng will foous on immigration and the
stateof the cconomy under Biden. Both are top
issues for voters, and Harris' association with
the Biden administration is seen asa liability.

Role of rules in debate

Harris and her aides feel handeuffed by
the debate rules negotiated between Biden
and Trump earlier this summer, Politico re-
ported on Saturday. “Trump’s worst mo-
ments in the debates are when he gets up-
setand snaps... And they have neutered that™
a Harris aide told Politico,

Vaccines for mpox

DRC, epicentre of the global mpox outbreak, has received the first vaccines nearly a month after the WHO
declared the infection a global health emergency. Why the delay? What vaccines are being used?

MPOXVIRUS
CLADES DETECTED

Clade la
Clade Ib

Clade Iband II
No case reported

MPOX NUMBERS, JAN 2022-JULY 2024

1,03,048

Total lab

121

Total countries

in 1970, has come under the spotlight largehy
due torthe spread of its new dade b variant.

DOrganisms belonging to a clade share
comimon ancestors, When it comes to mpeo,
there ane twodifferent clades: clade [and dade
II; the former is the deadlier of the two.

Clade Ib seems o be transmitting mane
rapidly between people than previous vari-
ants, including through sexual activity. Clade
la mostly cames from animals, accarding to
arepartin the journal Meture. The new vari-
ant is abso affecting more women and chil-
dren in the impacted African countries,

Scientists are still trying to determine
the reasons behind these aspects of the
transmission.

What used?

cases

Souree: WHO: Mo shows sieumtion fromm fon 2022-5ept 2034

has approval for pos from both the US Food
and Drug Administration (FDA} and
Furopean Medicines Agency (EMAL The DRC
has received this vaccine,

The other vaccine is LC16mE, which is
produced by KM Biologics, a company in
Japan. Only Japan's regulatory authority has
approved this vaccine for mpo.

The third is ACAM2000, whichis made by
als company, Emergent BioSolutions. itwas
appn:m:d For mipo: bythr:FmLastnmvth

New mpox vaccines are also being devel-
oped. A vaccine by BioNTech, a German

Thiree mpox vaccines are available cur-
rently. All are weakened versions of vaccinia,
a live virus that also served as the basis for
the smallpox vaccine,

Wirclogist Dr Gagandeep Kang told The
Indian Express, “Both smallpooc and mpo be-
long to the same family of viruses. Mpox is
less severe and has lower case fatality rates
but is spreading fast because it has animal
reservoirs, which smallpox did not have.”

The most commaonly used vaccine is
medified vaccinia Ankara (MVA] manufac-
tured by Denmark-based Bavarian Mordic. It

ot is currently im earky
clinical development, Dr Kang said. Pune-
hased Serum Institute of India (511) has an-
nounced it is developing anmpacvaccine, and
hopes for a positive outcome within a year.
The Indian Council of Medical Research
[ICMR} Last week called for experienced phar-
maceutical companies and research organd-
satlcmsw ‘tollaborate on myaer basis” for
pevace

ping i ket

Why did Africa not get vaccines sooner?
The currently available mpox vacdnes are
tooexpensive — $50to $75 per dose, acoord-

N

Under the rules, candidates” mics will be
muted when theiropponent is speaking. This
will mean no interruptions or intecjections —
something commentators say Harmis, aformer
prosecutor, would have liked, also given
Trump's tendency to tallkover others.

The rule was apparently intended to
“protect” Biden, and the campaign is now
“stuck with it", a national Democratic
strategist told Politico.

Short campaign, high stakes

The era of televised debates began with
the famous Nixon-Kennedy face-off of 1960,
which helped propel the latter to national
stardom. Since then, most experts agree, de-
hates inand of themsehves have rarely moved
the needle in presidential elections. Even
gaftes and bloopers by candidates have of-
tenbeen peripheral to the eventual sutcome.

Things may be different this ime. Harris
entered the race just abouta month ago, and
theshortness of her campaign automatically
raises the stakes for each debate, public ap-
pearance, and interview. Biden's late with-
drawal has forced Trump to make some ad-
_justments in his campaign as well, based on
his assessment of the strengths and weak-
nesses of his new opponent.

WHO'S LATEST RISK ASSESSMENT, AUG 2024

ing to the WHO — for African countries. Asa
result, they have to usually rely on direct do-
nations by developed countries and vacdne
producers, and on purchases by Global
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization
(Gawi, the Vaccine Alliance ) and UNICEE.
Gavi and NICEF cannot by vaccines un-
less the WHO issues an Emergency Use
Listing to products or gives them full appeoval,
according toa report in the journal Sciemce.
To get these, companies have to submit effi-
cacy and safety data about their products.
Some experts have said the WHO has
been too slow in giving such approvals.
However, WHO Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said lastmonth that
the delay was due to thc companies” failure

229 Min the castern Democratic  Win Nigeria and other
Ri'pull]lrl‘lfl.hl: Congo and countriesof West, Central

Total lab ountries, and East Afrric

confirmed deaths the overall risk is assessed is endemic, mpox risk is
ashigh. assessed as moderate,

tors and rely on them. Low and middle-in-
come countries are dependent on dearances
iy the WHO, which is risk-averse.”

Another reason is that during previous
mpax outhreaks, the number of cases re-
mained quite kow. Many African countries
did not ask for mpax vaccines as health offi-
cials had to tackle far more serious health
problems in the region.

Gangakhedkar, however, said that the
WHO and the developed world should have
encouraged the sharing of smallpox vaccines
carlier to protect people against a more vir-
ulent disease. "Preventive strategies and sur-
veillance are just as crucial so that thereis no
vaccine inequity in places that need it most.”

toc

“WHOwould give its stamps of approval
within weeks, he promised, adding that he
had given Gavi and UNICEF permission to
start the purchasing process in the mean-
time,” the Science report said.

Dr Raman Gangakhedkar, former head of

Epidemislogy and Communicable Discases
at 10MR, told The Indian Express, *High-in-
comecountries have their own drug regula-

the vaccine?

Getting a vacdne is recommended fora
high-risk population, especially during an
outhreak, The vaccine can also be adminis-
tered after a person has been in contact with
someone whio has mpo In these cases, the
vaccine should be given less than four days
after contact with an infected person. The
vaccinecan be administered for up to 14 days
if the person has not developed symptoms.

Why apex court intervened in Himachal Pradesh HC collegium’s decision

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
MEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER @

THE SUPREME Court has directed the
Himachal Pradesh High Court collegium to

[an:l mr]ormdurscm HCswas

The court also spelled uutthl: limited

that H'H:HCmIlqgmm had xgmmdthmrscn—

ments, Relying on the Second and Third

Minister of Law and Justice at the Centre,
i willl conduct a bac heck and

-judae Benchof the SC in

Supreme Court  Advocates-on-Record

Association vs Union of india (1993 ), com-
monly knmwn as the Second Judges Case.

The ruling made the recommendations

consider again the names of bwo ji
ficers it had first recommended for eleva-
tion to the Bench 21 months ago,

The umusual direction came after the af-
fected individuals moved the SC against the
HC collegium's decision to recommeend two
other names for judgeship. The SC has previ-
ously placed strict limits on when it can re-
view HC decisions relating to the appnum‘-
ments of juckzes. On Friclay, a Ber

aftheSCe ontheCentre giv-
imgthe power to appoint and transfer judges
ofthe higher judiciary to the judiciary, Under
mrmllrmnmnmmdmmw—

mmmjmmrcullrguns choice.
In 1998, the!

poundsonwhicha il
I:u: challenged. First, if there was lack of “ef-
fiective consultation” with any of these indi-
wviduals or institutions. Second, if the candi-
date in question was not “eligible” to bea
juclge — these qualifications are kaid downin
Artiches 217 (for HCs) and 124
{for SC) of the Constitution.
Later in 1998, the Centre

system would lunctlun (Third Juclges Case)
The court said that colliegiums for HCap-

Hrishikesh Roy and P K Mishra decided the
current case fell within the scope of review.

pointmes Chief hustice of
Inddia {CJ) and the two sendormost judges of
the 5C. This collegium would be required to
corsult the “Chief justice and senior judges”
of the HC concerned, the “seniormost” SC

send the entire material tothe CJl who will
womsider itwith the rest of the SCeollegium.

What inthe Hi 5
InDecember 2022, the then HC collegium
comprising the Chicl_'lustirt

EXPLAINE D [t oo

ommended district ]udgi:s

and SC entered into a Chirag Bhanu Singhand Arvind
Memorandum of Procedure Malhotra for elevation,

(MOP) e process, from the On Jamuary 4, 2024, the SCoollegium sent
beginning, for the ap of HCjudges.  the rec ion back to the HC Chief

s apartof this process, the Chief justice
of the HC must consult two other senior-
most judges at the HC — together forming
the High Court collegium — and send their
recommendations, with reasons, to the
Chief Minister, the Governor, and the CJL

Justice for *reconsideration”. On January 16,
the Linion [amemvwmmthﬂ[Ch»d
Justice,

ity {as the b ict jucgesin
the state ] by not first considering them again
before recommending two others officers.
The SC had in both the Second and Third
Judges cases highlighted the importance of
considering Sﬂ'IIDI'It_'p' amung]udgrs while

thecourt| was

limnited towhether there was “effective con-

sultation” after the SC collegium’s January 4

resolution, and had “nothing to do with the
‘mierits’_of the officers in question™,

PROPER PROCEDURE: The second is-

making Mot

In a report submitted to the 5C by the
Registrar General of the Himachal Pradesh
HC, it was revealed that the HC Chief Justice
hadwritten tothe 5C collegium on the "suit-
ahility” of appointing the two judicial offi-
cers on March 6, 2024, The HC argued that
tthis was in “full compliance” of the 5C col-
legium's January 4 resolution, which was

tions be made for Singh and Malhotra,
However, on Apail 23, the HC collegium
recommended two other judicial officers for

only to the HC Chief Justice.

What did the SCdecide?
M.lem.l'l"l‘Th_l.‘SCﬁmd:dﬂ:d

the HC Chief hustice individ -
ually sendinga letter [on Man'hGJcnuld qual-
ity as "effiective consultatio

The court held lhatmn ngh the SC
collegium’s January 4 resolution was ad-
‘dressed toonly the HC Chief Justice, “thelan-
uage thenein by itself cannot be understood
a5 permitting the Chief Justice..to act on his
‘owm, in matters of recommendation or re-
aderation, for i Bench'.
Thecourt ruled that the decision must be
macde only after *collective consultation
amunpt H'thurmmnunaJ h.lncnwur-




THE INDIANEXPRESS, TUESDAY, SEFTEMBER 10,2024

I Te

IDEAS PAGE

The books our children need

There has been animprovement in the quality, range of children’s literature in India. But more
needs to be done to turn the fledgling gains into a much-needed cultural movement

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

U\SI'MONTH In:u:lwd ahcmmful gll't An

bcm of ‘Samay Post’, wmalmng 14 children's
books written by Gulzar with Fabul ous illus-
trations by Allen Shaw. Most people don't
know that our renowned lyricist-poet is also
ane of the finest storytellers for children. My
Eavourites in this seres are the nonsensical
rhymes in Utpatang {which reminds one of
Sulmmar Itay’s .»\I‘.\m’ 'ﬁﬂm.l] and ¥ anv: Knk
Wk thiat

colour. This latest uﬂcnng from Ektara
[Emprint; Jugnu ) was no ceoeption,

Earlier, koo, | was captivated by the range
and quality of their publications for children
— mega picture books, posters, poem cards,
story books and short novels besides Pluto

Cyede magazines — at their stall at the last
‘World Book Fair. This was a marleed improve-
mentower the days when mey wife and | des-
perately searched forquality Indian books for
our two children, oW 25 and 20, suthal Iilqr
o not bece
gt beiels, cut ff from thear Berygali and Hlnd:
heritage. W found that Hindi publications
themwene only awee bit better than my child-
hoad staple of bland and text-heavy stories
of Akbar-Birbal, Chacha Chowdhary, Tenali
Ramand Panchatantraor comics llee Vietal or
Amar Chitra Katha {an occasional glossy
Soviet ook was a bonus ) and magazines like
Charmpak, Parag and Lotpot. We discovered
that the two public sector publishers, the
Mational Book Trust [NBT) and Children's
Book Trust (CBT) had some decent titles —
lke Rupa Hoathi by Mickey Patel — for our
chilelren, Decasionally, we found some qual-
ity books by independent publishers.
wm:ﬁm b;mmnrw' inedth

me an overview of the big changes in chil-
dren'sbookes in India, mainly those published
im English. Besides some big global names, it is
mainky small and independent publications
(liloe Ektara, Eldavya, Pratharm, Katha, Karadi
Tales, Tara, Pickle Yolk, Duckchill and Talking
Cub) that lead a new wave of experimental
and innovative trends in children’s literature
that reflect Indian ethos and reality,

Arecent volame Children’s Boaks: An Indian
Story, edlited by Shailaja Menon and Sandhya
Ran, helps us go beyond anecdotal evidence
and see the big picture of this new trend, The
Lastthiree decaces have seen a sudden expan-
sion in the sheer volume of children's books,
also reflected in an expansion in the number
of publishers, authors, illustrators, ete, The
readers have expanded too, asthere isa class
now that can afford to go beyond textbooks,
There s alsoa wider range of genres including
graphic novels and age proup-specific books,
induding young-adult literature. And there is

Eavowrite bedtime story for both of our lids,
They discovered Tulika Books through Ikki
Diokkd, a lovely foll tale from Maharashira and
audiobooks of Karadi Tales through the val-
ourof “Raja Kapi”, the monkey king. Katha
Books brought for them tales from other
Indian languages, But we had to hunt for
these new publications. Such exceptions
iche, the general quality of storytelling, ilhus-
tons and production of children's boaks

adiscernibe imp in the quality of
design, translation and production. At the
same time, the two editors conclude that

“given India’s large, diverse and multilingual
character, bath the product

tion of children's books are mere drups in
terims of actual needs™

Children's boaks {other than textbaoks)
amaunt to just about ane per cent of all books
procuced in India. Their producers and con-
sumers are mll]a:g:ly m:ldll: diss[acu-

i Innchia clied not stand up to the
from Europe and America,
This wasapity ina country mth aru:h urail

thietesp 10 pe and “upper”
caste urban indians. It ishard rurml:t‘a caneer
out ulwmlns For children, This market is still

and written heritage of
rytedling. We found to our shame that none uF
our beoks were a patch on The Gruffalo or
ather books by Julia Donaldsan, We finally lost
this cultural hattle to Harry Potter, Febuda's ad-
wentures at the Golden Fortress were over-
takoen by the wm:hnal'l at Hogwarts, If the

by |mpc|m:d or Western huuls

Hy procue
E;; r:nd novelty or iﬂlwtyh:ll;ki Furlrl:.
thie most concerning part is that much of this
upsurge islimited to English, Hindi s a partial
exoeption Besides Elctara, Eldavya (the pub-
Eisher of Chakrnak magazine) has moved be-

cuiality of ct
the cuality of life of a nation, we were not do-
g very well

Two months agn, | landed up in Chennai
at the office-cum-shop of Tulika Books, one
of the pioneers of the new wave of children's
books, to see if the state of children's literatune
had changed from those times. Indeed it had,
Buileling on the success of early publications
ik ikt Dok, Tulika now has a large collee-
tion of a thousand-plus tithes across nine lan-
guages. Tulika founder Radhika Menon gave

wond edl publications to open their
“Pitara” of imaginative story and picture
books. Prathiam Books, Katha and Tulika offer
good Hindi books as a part of their titles in
multiple languages. | belicve the state of af-
Eairs is poorer in other Indian languages de-
spite a strong legacy (of Gijubhai Badheka in
Gujarati), famous writers (like Sulumar Ray
in Bengali) and movements [like KSSP in
Kerala). This is barrowed wisclom and | would
be happy to be wrong, but it seems that the
newwave of chikdren's books is very weak or

Children’s books (other than
texthooks) amount to just
about one per cent of all
books produced in India.
Their producers and
consumers are still largely
“middle” dlass (a cuphemism
for the top 10 per cent) and
“upper” caste urban Indians,
Itis hard to make a career
ot of writing for children.
This market is still
dominated by imported or
Western books, poorly
produced adaptations of
mythological books and
novelty or activity books. For
me, the most concerning pare
is that much of this upsurge
is limited to English. Hindi is
a partial exception.

non-existert in otk
cash ieces in children's that
most karyguages still have,

W may hawe now reached a tipping point,

This fledgling new wave of children's books
c

that can open up a better future for coming
generations, Here are four things you and lean
doto make this happen.

First, as parents, we can buy books for chil-
dren, use books as birthday presents and “re-
turn gifts". W can focus our purchaac an

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Thie social goods associated with markets — above all the economic growth to

which Sir Keir and Rachel Reeves have pinned the nation's bopes

st be

halanced with values of care, respect for life and a sense of respomsibility in those
GUARDIAN

with power over others.”

= THE

A win-win for
academia, industry

Anusandhan National Research Foundation
is a crucial step towards becoming
aknowledge-driven society

g

AJATCHOWDE

¥

ON JULY 23, 2024, Finance Minister
Mirmala Sitharaman's announcement of
operationalising the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation (ANRF), a move that
was five years in the making since its first
mention, wasa p'wuta] maoment for India's
research eco:

Established un:i:r thie ANRF Act, 2023,
the foundation aims to fund, coordinate,
and promete research across India's uni-
versities and colleges, which have kang suf-
fered froma Iackor |||1'u!rumm: particu-

emphasised the need to make India a
knowledge-based economy. Given that
Inclia has over 4.3 crore students spread
across 1,168 universities and 45,473 colleges,
it is essential to bridge the gap between
teaching and research. Centrally funded in-
stitutions lilke 0TS and [IMs, though presti-
ionis, ennoll bess than 1 per centaf the total
student population. ANRF secks toaddress
this “missing mlddh.'" hy wppumng state
runderfur

tions, therehy democratising access o qual-
ity research infrastructure,

Coordination is another crucial chal-
lenge that AMRF aims to tackle, Currently,
several ministries, including defence, agri-
cultiine, and health nin separate R&D pro-
gramimes, often leading to duplication and
inefficiency. ANRF will serve as a coordi-
nating body, ensuring that resources are
used effichently and R&D I:Hurts across u:c
tors ligned. Thi

i

India’s R&D landscape

larly instate

i a crucial steg in pushing Ind:a towards

becoming a knowledge-driven society,

following the model of research power-
ke the US, G

and lsracl,

One of the primary goals of ANRF is to
address the inﬁasl:ucrun: A in state ancl
central universities, where 95 per cont of
students are enrolled but research capabil-
ities areoften non-existent. The foundation
ilmsmhcl]lulrtlmlythsbursaluﬁhlnds

mone cohesive and impactful.

The reliance on non-governmental
funding is a bold yet necessary move for
ANRE Industry participation ensures that
research aligns with market needs, while
philanthropists can drive research in social
or pubilic good areas. By imvolving industry,
India can address current R&D funding
challenges, such as general financial rules
{GFR) and cumbersome paperwork, which
often dc:lay the release of funds and

Indian books, not for any
bt foe thie slmplc eason lhﬂchlldrm n:lm:

stifle i

dustry-acaclermia coll sbaration, With a to-

better to books
periences, But buying books is not enough,
Wie st read books toand with children. And
ensure that cl\lld ren n:ad books in their

tal budget of Rs 50,000 crore over five years,
the government's contribution is Rs 14,000
crore, while the rest must be raised from
non-governmental sources like industry

AMNRF's focus on supporting lower
Technology Readiness Levels [ TRLs) is also
vital, Academic institutions are better
suited for this stage of research, where cap-
ital recuirerments ane kower, failure rates are

“miother tongee”, th
at home and in the locality, Remember, chil-
dren learn best in their mother tongue and
multilingual children are better learmers,

Second, established authors can write
more for children, This is not a lower, sim-
pler or didactic form of literature. Vinod
Kumar Shukla, arguably the leading Hindi
wiriber of our times, shifted his focus to writ-
img for children and young adults, Others can
fallonw his bead.

Third, "civil saciety” and private philanth-
POy can support lluscﬂ'urt by nl:su:lmngllw:

d philant hropists, This apy

higher, and st tbute signif-

the successful model in the US, where
much of R&D funding comes from the
[rivate sector

Inspired by the US National Science
Foundation (NSF), ANRF aims to create a
similar ecosystem where high-risk, cut-
ting-edge research can Aourish within ac-
ademic instititions, I the LIS, once a proal-
of-concept is established in academia,
industries often step in to further develop
the technology, creating a win-win sce-
nario for both academia and ind ustry.

costol producing o ian lan

inthels |

tech-

Hal Sahitya Puruskar, but wealsoneed huml—
neds of awards to beinstituted in every langu-
agefor authors, ilhstrators, designers, editors
and publishers of children's hooks. | hope Pu-
rjabi, Telugu, Tamil ard Bengali NRIs who are
nostalgic about their language ane reading ths,

Finally, the government can step in with
well-funded programmes on public libraries
and bulk purchasing of quality children's
hooks. Karnataka's s Rw:tallsatlun uf Rural

W mwm- nulugytransll:ruﬂlct‘iwhld\hclp Faculiy
I ith il setup ¢ an eansult for indus-
, ! tries, and this i hing ANRF aspires to

icantly to long-term projects, The govern-
ment’s recent annsuncement of a Rs 1
lakhe¢rore corpas for higher TRL research in
Focused Research Organisations (FROs)
and deep-tech startups complements
ANRFs efforts, Together, these two initia-
thves aim o cover the entire spectrum of
research from basie to industry-driven
development, creating a comprehensive
RED ecosystem.

ANRF is undeniably a step in the right
direction. The move is a magor leap forward
for India's research capabilities, drawing
Ineniration o bl b : r

adelressing the unigque challenges of India's
hlghrrcducalmn and research system.

replicate in India. By creating frame-
warles, ANRF can ensure that acace mia re-
mains a hub for innovation whibe industry
benefits from cutting-edge technology
ready far commercialisation,

The decision to bring ANRF into action
aligns well with the goals outlined in the
National Education Policy [NEP) 2020, which

With I ANRFhasthe po-
tential to pusll:un India as a knowledge-
driven coonomy, paving the way for sus-
tainable and inclusive development.

The writer is Founder HCL Chairmion,
Mission Goverming Board, National
Quimntirm Mission

Millic Librari the
nest of thecountry, especially Hindi states that
lag in the culture of public libraries. If a frac-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

lmul'tht'nml:yspmtml’ltt L is
deve oyl sbo-
rybaoks to school libraries and angamwadis,

e

Yiackav is rrvermibier, Swarag inedio and Notional
Convenorof Bharat fode Abhiyaan

DEEPAK I SINGH

By withholding refuge

India's unwillingness to give asylum to Bangladeshi Hindus signals a policy shift

WHEN SHEIKH HASINA dialled New Delhion
.f\ugust 5 with a Franl'l: appeal to be alluwtd
imto

decision o allow hcl safie passage was, per-

bdation and threats on n:h:plmm from 52 of

M:nlsw:r.i\mlshall, I thie walae Drthrunp—

the G4 districts; the situath we in Banglaclesh, -
are constantly trying to verify them.” mient has constituted a committee [instead]
'I'hl:dcm'al udrl:Fugrmtlt pl:rsctulnd mi-  tomonitor the situation in the nrlit' torn

haps, the only availabie lerthe cir-

cumstances, What weighed in favour of the

Centre's decision to allow Hasina |nlolhl:
"

heact
that lt is the same government that had re-
cently enacted the controversial Indian

country was, no doubt, her
warm and friendly relationshi p with India
over the years, and her crusade against rt‘||-
gious extremism and terrorism, resulti

Citizenship [ Armends et 2009, The CAA,
wehichiis a law of the land now, allows merm-
bers of religious minorities = the Hindus,
Buﬂhl!tﬁ Slldli Jains, ]’am!. and Christians

of the parties ruling at the Centre, India had
extended asylum to 10 million East Pakistani
refugees in the wake of the liberation strug-
glc in the erstwhile East Pakistan, an over-

nnfum_\unwhmlhddmurrl.‘d‘u

3 i omimiin-
cation channels with their counterpart au-
4

thir

thaorities in to ensure the safety
and security of Indian nationals, Hindus, and
ather minority communities living there. The
committee will be headed by the ADG, Border

SOV dorwimon anti-lndia from and Pakistan Sccurily Force, Eastern Cummind."
fiese Banglacesh. who ia before 31,2014

luﬂ.ltssubﬂ:qmm dmnmtudl:rlyasyhm —lDIppl)‘ lurllv: grantu[lmhal\mzmlup pcrsunlu:l at the land borders who have
to the persecuted minority ution in their foiked" by hundreds of
Hinelus in India goes against it consistently rtspedwrmnrlu While the contral gov-  Bangzladeshi Hindus to enter India.

held position of malking India the “natural
home of persecuted Hindus around the
workd”. Reportscontinue to pourin about the
ongoing religious persecution of minority
groups in Banglaclesh, with scores of Hindu
teachers being forced toresgn and other offi-
clals and academics being racially profiled.
Reportedly, there have been as many as
205 cases of attacks on members of the mi-
nority communities in Bangladesh after
Aarguist 5, with five confirmed cases of deaths,
Meem Chandra Bhowmik, president of
Banglaclesh Hindu, Budkdhist, Christian Unity
Council in an interview ('5 dead, 200 inci-
dents: Fear grips Hincus in Bangladesh, lead-
mmn'unuslndaf IE..i\uglst 1) said: "W

eports of intim-

emment might find itself hamstrung by its
awn cut-off date in extending the benefits of
suchalaw, it could still have granted temgo-
rary lI:Fugl: o thl: beleaguened Ihngladnlu

Denying persecuted Hindus, as well as
ather minority grougs, a refuge in lndia flies
inthe face of its otherwise impeccable track
record of being a generous host to refugees,

adcsh India was not a signatory of the 1951
won then as well Thi the

numbl.': of Rangladeshi nationals seeking
nefuge was much smaller, running into a few
thousand, The difference in the historical con-
tooits betwween then and now s also evident,
That Inclia could afford to host such a large
mumber of refugees then without much inter-
national aid and despite being a poor devel-
oping countrywas universally hailed as awel-
come, proactive, and sensitive gesture towards
people in desperate need of help. Much be-
fore this, Inclia had also wieloomed the Tibetan,
Chakrma, mduthcr.wmllcrgmupu of refugees,

PERSEVERANCE IS KEY
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Building
onsuccess'{IE September 91, The pres-
tigious science journal Mature has
rightly hailed the sucoess of the Swachh
Bharat Mission [ SBM), Relentless and
continuous efforts to make areas Open
Defecation Free (ODF) have yielded
long-term positive results, bringing
dewn infant deaths. By making SBM a
mass movement and roping in celebri-
ties bo spread the message, the govern-
ment has ereated an impacthul, effec-
tive campaign, Similar endeavours io
provide clean piped water to house-
holds are also critical moves towards ro-
st health, As the editorial p

THIS REFERS TO the article,
‘Government is not the nation’ (1E,
Septermber 9] Questioning the patriot-
ism of those who hold power to ac-
count is at odds with the ideals of our
national movement. There is a press-
ing need to remind ourselves that the
foreign tyrants, who were intelerant of
arny eriticism, are bomg gone, and we are
blessed with the right to freedom of
speech. Thougha remark critical of the
ruling dispensation may make it un-
easy, it cannot be termed “anti-na-
tional”, Peaple in power rushing tode-
scribe any criticism of themsehes or
their policies forget they were eritical
ur the then government while in

it is not so much about the annual sta-
tistical data pertaining to such pro-
gramimes, as their long-term, visible ef-
fects. Perseverance here is the key.
Vijad Pant, Henpur

LEARN FROM CHINA

THIS REFERS TO the report, Tndia gener-
ates highest plastic pellution in word'
(IE, September 9), The conchsion of the
latest research comes as no surprise
given theincreasing use of plastic in our
dhaily lives. Even the two-year-old banan
singhe-use plastic appears to have stag-
natecl. Corruption, bureaucratic incom-
petence, and a lack of political will con-
m‘bun::l to rl:gu]atir.lns bri:ng largely

ducer and consumer u{ phastic, banned
SUPs llv:' sarne year we did but has made

asylum. with  The spate of recent attacks on minorties in Givensuchal un-
its practice that same vo- | i liel legal ground for — willingt ligi i
cal pro-B| P supp have b king why asyl I fiaisnota slgnalsa rruJurpuhqr ﬂuﬁ_ConsldL'nm L'Iu:

the government ks not accepting the perse-
cuted Hindus despite mounting evidence of
atrocities against them.

However, thelikelihood of granting refuge
to the persecuted lrunom)l Hindus, ibuut

signatory tothe 1951 UN Convention Redating
tothe Status of Refugees orits 1967 Protocol,
Mot beingga signatory does not absohve India of
its commitment under customary interna-
tional law to t::m:nd the much-needed suc-

wham much concern is being
ermment functionaries as well as mem-
and supporters of the NOW, is rather slim,
As evident from the official Indian govern-
ment's response posted on X by Home

polit inIndia's neighb

eles in tackling plastic pol-
luition through stringent measures, It
Ianm:dlll: |mpunu|' recyclable plastic

ahardened stanceon refugpes could have sig-
nificant humanitarian costs and also dimin-
ish India's stature intemnationally.

ol The writer is is professor, Depeartrment
.Fwthr.r gmmn;n:ﬁngrmpmwcutrdm ﬁ,FI\:lﬁnr.ul'Sm'rlrr Pﬂn;nbthlktr:lry
lighous mir ubd of Stateless in

have only been in line with India's pasttrad
4 whict o) gardl

Suulh Asia: The Chakmas between
Bangladesh and India

sted ivelyin wiste-

Opposition. Was their hitting out at the
then government an unpatriotic act?
T demand unguestioned loyalty from
the citizenry is detrimental to demoe-
racy. By doubiting its eritics’ loyalty to
the nation, the government is resort-
ing to its time-tested trick to hide its
failure in fulfilling the promises made
o its electorate,

SH Quadl, Bikaner

WHY BAN THE FILM?

THIS REFERS TO the edlitorial, Letit play’
(IE, Septernber 8 ), The Emergency days
were traumatic for all sections of soci-
ety, including the media. The objection
has been majorly from Sikh groups, de-
manding a ban on the film Emergency.
They are peeved over the depiction of
their community shouting pro-
Khalistan slogans and killing Hindus,
The CBFC rarst certify the film with the
necessary cuts. Padmamvat was sub-
Jected to several changes by the CBFC
a5 a means of pandering to Rajput

o Ty and alter hiocl
technologies. We need to act resohutely
as the menace has acquired a new di-
mension in the form of microplastic —
irvisilile plastic particles embeclded in
everything we consume,

Kamal Ladaha, Bergaiuns

The film, Uidta Purjals, was
certified with just one cut of a scene, IF
the film on Kashmir was justified in
saying that such painful episodes
should not be whitewashed; then why
ban Emergency?

55 Paul, Nodia
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Smart industrial cities

A blueprint for sustainable economic growth

—
Pawan Goenka

heworld is stepping into a
I new phase of
industrialisation,
Popularly known as Industry 5.0,
lhisﬂhnuwillmhummund
machines working together,
improving the efficiency of
indusarial production manifold,
Itis therefore commendable
that the Centre plans o setup 12
Smart Industrial Cities under the
National Industrial Corridor

MODEL CITIES. Growth engines

¥
India's m.lnul‘a&urim: sector,
which currently contributes 17
percent to GDP, is targeted 1o
grow to 25 per cent, driven by the
“Make in India’ initiative, The
government also has a goal of
ancreasing exports from 10-11 key
sectors, including automobiles,
space, medical devices and
nextiles, 1o $1 trillion by 2030. The
dustrial cities

"Nux-and-p]:;"h:?mnn;lurrr
they will drastically reduce the
time and effort required to
establish a new manufacturing
unit. This innovative approach
will make India an attractive
destination for both domestic and
international investors. With
operations set up swiftly,
husmcsm can drive productivity

\A-ll]p'laym.‘m..‘m] rolein
wransforming our ambitious
wision into reality,

These srmrl:ndnnn:ﬂcnks

putatan
acceleraved pace,
‘With climate change on the
world's agenda, the smart
mduslnl cities will be designed
biliyat its core, The

are not just about i

expansion — they are a bluepring

[ot India's future, The stritegic
-“'lhm:

inclusion of effluent treatment
planls recycled water systems,

in regions h-_mnu th

dg Ry sources

metro hubss will ensure that the

roots of economic development

will spread evenly across the

mation. This shift is critical, asit

maoves away from the
1d

LU

41 WT M L. Plot Mo, Lidyoq Vikar, Greatier Noida Dist.
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KR SRIVATS

e recent controversy

surrounding Madhabi Puri

Buch, the chairperson of the

Securities and Exchange

Board of India (3 , has
Ibrought te the forefront a crucial issue
that plagues India's regulatory
ccosystem: the absence of a
scomprehensive and enforeeable code of
conduct for ¢ and members
of regulatory bodics, Allegations against
Buch, which inchede, among others,
receiving rental income froma firm
linked toa pharmaceutical company
under SEBI investigation, have raised
questions about conflicts of interest and
the integrity of India’s capital market
regulator,

‘While the Congress party hascalled
for an independent probe, the broader
issue at hand is the need o establish
cleas, transparent, and enforceable
«cthical guidelines for those who hold
positions of power in regulatory bodies
suchas SEBI, the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority (IRDAI), the
‘Competition Commission of India
(CC1), the Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA) and
others. These bodies hald the mandate
toregulate vast sectors of the economy,
ensuring their smooth functioning,
transparency, and accountability, When
their leaders! hip !::'.\I]cgallubc

Gautam Budh Hagr, UP2001 M. on beha of THG PUBLESHING PVT. L

TO. Chennal 400002. [or: Raghuvir Srinivirian (Lo
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Cr

Needed, a code of conduct
for regulatory chiefs

NET EFFECT. This will address conflicts of interest and preserve institutional integrity

alleged in Buch's case, is i w
issue a clean chit. Financial
transparency must be absolute.
Regulatory leaders often come from
backgrounds in banking, finance, civil
services or inclust iy, where they may
lated wealth, shares, or

reducing q'nnmnmrnlallm]ml. o even by the apy of
The modern appre propriety, the ippl

planning in these cities will also h Iy, ing inves

include the “walk-to-work" confidence, market stabilivy, and public

conoept. Il(\'inltgmling
denth i

lopment of the

opportunities in Tier 2a
cities. Regions like Gaya b
and Zaheerabad inT rhnpm are
poised to become the new centres
of economic activity, fostering
balanced growth and reducing
regional disparitics.

ENHANCED JOR CREATION
Ome of the most signifi

zones, these cities will create
emvironments where work-life
balance is a reality, not just a
concept. This, in turn, will lead 1o
higher productivity and a more
m‘ﬂ:‘uﬂ’wrﬂm(‘.

The rapidly growing space
SECLOF i§ A opportunity o
contribute to the development of
these smart industrial cities. The
spa.:cu“nnmpur!icipmuh-

|m|;m1s will be on India’s
ic dividend. With over
.‘.511\: youth graduating every
wear, there is a need to ensure
1 Hich will d

mm\lFauunng capabilities in
some of these cities, p I

trust in the regulatory framework

COMPREHENSIVE CODE
Regulatory bodies in India wield
immense mﬂurnc:mu n:mcul.
market:

regulatory cap hat the
regulators remain answerable to the

of India upon taking over UTI, and
Bhave recused himself from matters

public and not to vested interests, involving the National Securities
“ﬂli!\'lrmspal\'m'alul I)qkmturvud where he had Fumu'rly
imd d wability These

iaminl]yim rlanl Regulatory heads
should be held to the highest standards

ial conflicts

af ility, with clear provisions
im the code of conduct for ir

demonstrate that ethmﬂudcrshlpls
possible — but institutionalising it
through a formal code of conduct would

s«:wr! inwhich :hq have financial
stak
Ammpn hensive code should st

and addressing misconduct or unethical
behaviour,
~ Thiswould require settingup

strict

in¢! ||ui|l|;; the m.mchlur\' divestment of

T with the
power o investigate all\'glliwu u[

holdings in

| where necessary.

gover ,:.-1

pn:i.rcliun.ﬁn_. ar
safeguarding public inte
i ith laws,

‘I he current controversy surrounding

SEBI's Iudtnsh:p underscores the need
cha of

make it v, rather than
discretionary.

SEBI at least hasa *‘Code on Conflict
of Imverests for Members of Board' even
llmngh the discloiun's thrrﬂmder are

¥ purpo:
of kaving such C ode in Im mlhu irst
instance. Sectoral rqulurasmhas
PFRDAand IRDAL have not published
nmmh(‘.odﬂonllwirm'bﬁitﬂ.hwr

§ iedanandd

market integrity, and upholding fair
jpractices, However, the trust that the
(public, businesses, and the government
place in these bodies rests heavily on the
pere cplbun of their impartiality and
Aformal bl

in the arcas of nermpnc

.', thal

restricti i from d di
entith \ mgu]:mm and even

post-reti cooling-off periods,

Such b align India with for

g ractices, wher interest i

are r«.]ulm'ilumtr financial tm with
industries they oversee,

HI!-GUI.I\TCIR\'CA"UHE

Ultimately, |h:.-m:q;rm nircxu]nmry
bodics directly impacts public trust in
the financial and economic system.
India's financial markets have grown

prure occurs when those
tasked u'nh rq;n]:u ion act ml'hcm[:rrs(
ofth, i

nduct for

these bodies would serve as

4 high-tech indust

s,

lbc'ljl knowledge for the nation's
growth, At the same time, the

Additionally, the use of
space- -based services ||Ip]mml|!5

existing workforoe ds to b
reskilled and upskilled to prepare
them for the transition to
Industry 5.0.

The smart industrial cities will
mot only create millions of direct
and mdlrvﬂ jobs but will alse pla\

efficiency and sus:muhﬂnyu[
these industrial hubs.

These will send a powerful
signal to global investors that
India is ready for modern
industrialisation, The strategic

acrugial role inup
reskilling the workforce. These
wities are designed 1o be hubs of
innovation and learning, where
our talent can be trained toadapy
1o new technologles,

The focus on infrastructure in
these cities extends beyond just

thehindulbusi

ph of these cities along
ma)nr highways, ports and
alrports o case connectivity with
Integraved Dedicated Freight
Corridors will frame them as hubs
of ghobal vrade and commerce,

The writer s Chairman, IN-SPACe

nessline,

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

September 10, 2004

acritical tool in maintaining the
integrity of these institutions,

As the current SEB] controversy
illustrates, conflicts of interest —
u'u‘llu‘rll'\llurpem fved —are AMOng

they are supp

Iy in recent years, with over
10 crore Indians now holding
m\'ﬂlmmtnnwnwsfunm These

aside ]
public. ‘i:ml]:ulv CCl— amarket
regulator with jurlsdl.;‘mu acrossall
sectors of the economy and having vast
control on MéeAs — is yet to publisha
similar Code for its Chairperson and
Members and make public the potential
arcas of conflicts.

have cast

regulate rather than the publ 1
India’s regulatory bodies have often
Ibeen criticised for their keniency
towards big corporations and industries
\\illl‘| aulfulanl ial polilim'l inﬂu:n::.!:

system
(quhq cantrust, free from any hint of
"bias or cormuption,
Acode of conduct would notonly
protect the [mhl'licinu'lﬁl butalso
en India ial nanedens

The current allegations s against SEBI's
h woover the

Uu’d:hth[} of India's market regulator
and have raised broader questions about
governance and ethics in regulatory
bodies, To restore confidence, thy
it mauist act o

bolsteri fid

in|"L."

dent nwmght

an indep
wouldact

v bodies are privy to

rrgn]m
wonfide l|l|-l| information and have
l rdocish

ey
A robun code ol'mndm_‘t must mandate

| interests,

guard against

A well-defined code of
umdul:t. backed by an

[previous associations, and any
Jatbonshins th

fent oversight
would ensure

Furthermore, it should include
mechanisms for recusal in cases where
suchconflicts exist, The mere act of
transferring investments 1o 4 spouse, as

Protectionism

that the regulators remain
answerable to the public
and not to vested interests

g in the regulatory
framework.

In the absence of institutionalised
mechanism for conflict disclosures by
heads of regulatory bodies, past
instanes of ethical conduct by

o

conduct for all clmrpcm:ns and
members of regulatory bodies and
on the websites of the rr-g\dmronlmd:m
This code should cmphnisc

p‘.ﬂﬂom]choicr rather than institutional
mandate. For example, former SEBI
chairpersons M Damesdaran and CB
Bhave went to great lengths to avedd
cven the appearance of impropricty,
Damodaran sold his shares in State Bank

financial
pmbllv.and accountability, Withous
gu»hsafrp.urdsu!ﬂm , the inegrity of
Indi lavory framework will
rcmamw!nemh[e and the trust of the
public, busincsses, market participants
and investors will be at risk,

isn’t an effective path to inclusiveness: WTO

Philip Blenkinsop on low-income houscholds, women shipped 1o low-income regions,
HC asks Zee, ESPN to make fresh bids and on smaller companies that may Innrﬁnngmerhousdnul.ds.ltkhn-
The Bombay High Court suggested ESPM-Star Sports and Zee TV make fresh mport tariffs tend to struggle with increased fixed costs of agreater share of
and final bicks far the rights to broadeast national and internaticnal cricket di jonately hitlow-income  trade, the WTO report said. p Tigh-i
matches to be played i india between October 2004 and September 2008 how ds, the World Trade The USis 1o hike tariffs ona uaew'mmpomal.d.
The eourt taid, rights will be granted 1 the highest bidder and no further Organization said ina range of Chinese imports, includinga Protectionist policies may fail, the
appeals wil be entertained Monday, countering what it secs as quadrupling of the rate for electric report said, because they often lead to
acklash against open markets and vehicles, while Canada has matched the higher domestic prices that reduce
Govt to amend laws to facilitate merger of PSBs rising protectionism, US EV rate and the European Union consumption. Tariffs then prove
The Finance Minister, Mr P Ch ", today said that th WTO Director-General Ny had introduced its own EV duties. politically hard to remove even when
would encourage consoldation within public sector banks and would belp Okonjo-Iweala said the 2024 World China has responded with TARIFF HIKE. Hurts the poor mare no protection for a sector is needed,
bring about a favourable legislative framework that would facilitate mergers. Trade Report reaffirmed trade’s rolein  investigations into EU dairy, pork and locking in higher prices. The WTO
Haowever, he said that the decision on the actual process of mergers would be reducing poverty and sharing imports and canola from whale, low-income households report concludes that protectionism is
left to the boards of the banks prosperity “contrary to the currently ¢ US presidential candid ypically faced fi not an effective path to inclusiveness,
fashionable notion" that trade was Dona]d‘l‘nunphupmpooeda 10 higher tariffs. but an expensive specific
PM for strategy to ensure high economic growth creating a more unequal world. ﬂ:nluriﬂ'onllllmpnrunndnhix; Inthe US, ds fr Jjobs thar ise costs for other
The Prime Minister, Dr Manmahan Singh, underlined the urgent need for a Globally, restrictive trade policies rate for those from China, China that lmmmmp\ from sectors and risk retaliation from
ok r to achieve a sustained high often have a disproportionate impact The WTO report said that on the import tariffs are predominantly disgruntled partners. s
econamic growth rate. Dr Singh said this would accommaodate a greater
degree of inchushveness and lessen the sense of alienation amang people.
Ll =
BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2522 . ooy
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. Prudent, thrifty (%)

5, In what manner (1)

7. Annwlus (4)

8. Given in recogrition of merit (8)
10, Sifting sugas etc over (8)
1. Use breath to cool (4)

13, Relate minutely (€)

15. Start journey (3.3)

18, Triangular piece of Land (4)
19. Continued existence when
others have gone (8)

22 Work beyond normal

shaw off (7)

4. Rip (4)

maore (5)

hours (8) 17, Peak (&)
23, Operatic vocal solo (4) 18, Thin coarse mortar (5)
24, Mo (3) 20, Spirit, animation {5)

25, Publicity, public expasure ()

1. Marched up and dewn to

2. Sinteenth of pound (5)
3. (They) leave the stage (6)

& Spanish gentheman (7)
& Woman surviving husband (5)
9.0 the other hand; once

12, Work at loom (5)

14, Submarine weapon (7)
16, Something deceptive (7)

21, Stupefy, daze (4)

bottom (8)

being habved (8)

22, Extra work being fnished, back- issue s produced (8)
23, A right one has 1o a song for an opera-singer (4)

24,1t is in encess as well (1)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2521

ACROSS 1. Girche 4, Peptic 9. Account 10, Cider 11, Drip 12. Fall 13 You 15, Gear 16 Weak 19 Aid 21. Worm 22. Pica 24, Gloat 25. Drastic 26, Liners 27, Shades
DOWN 1. Guardian angel 2. Rocking 3. Loud 5. Excelied 6. Toddy 7. Circumstances B. Straw 14, Tap-water 17, Knitted 18. Grade 20, Drown 23. Cash

1. Thifty, it could portend change wien about s (9)

5. In what way could this be a greeting from a Sioud? (3)
7, Give one a bell for a cycle (4)

B Paid for what one did tll retumed by editor (8)

10, Doctor meving 1o one side when remaving it from

11, 1t's & sudden catastrophe: cool it! (4)

13, Smadl part, or lead it replaces (6)

15, Stant one's journey with radiio not working (3.3)
18, How bull will produce blood? (4)

19, Abikty to pull through virus trouble, values

25, M repute of one Tory it replaces (%)

achieved? (7)

dregue (T)

V. Marched up and down the line of shops with daughter (7)
2 Big cat to weigh so little (5)

3. They leave the stage when former tune is played (6)

4. Sign of sorrow that looks s if it will very quickly go (4)

5. Gentleman from Real Madeid who concealed goal he

& Woman whose husband’s late (5)

. A: Georgia is at home for the second time (5)

12, Make material move to and fro (5)

14, It ts related to skate of tope mowing round front of

16, Deceptive appearance of Autumn starts after cold year (7)

17, At the top French gentlemsen appear in coat and trousers ()
V8, Rug to be put out in order to plaster between tikes (5)

20, Tucking into a clever venisan desh with gusto (5)

21, Ho end of a showy performance to astonish one (4)
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Lessons from Dunzo

Even the most promising start-ups stumble if they
neglect financial prudence, lose focus on core strengths

ATE LAST MONTH, Dunzo sacked 75% of its people, reducing the

total number of employees to just 50, 1t didn't come as surprise as

the once marquee name in hyperlocal delivery had reported a stag-

gering boss of 1,801 crore in FY 23, a near four-fold increase from

!464 cmmill lhc.' previous fiscal year, This ongoing financial strain had led
! ts for both and former employees, as well

as wtbtandlng dues tovendors, For quite some time, Dunzo has been des-
peratdytrying loreduoc.' lts costs and exctend the runway. It has also been

rhileal

vive, ryingtoclaw back prof-

itstosettleits mﬂunling]labl.litm.

The precipitous fall in the company’s fortunes left many perplexed, con-
sidering its once-impressive valuation of $757 million and the backing of
i mames like Rellance Retail, Google, Mlacksoll India, and Blume Ventures,
Dunzodebuted in 2016, tappinginto anascent demand for efficlent hyper-
local deliveries, By 2021, it boasted millions Dfuuern.ueeminglr pnlued fnr
continued dominance. Amid the euphoria, what attracted lit

S GENERATIVE ARTIFI-
CIAL Intelligence (A1)
becomes  Increasingly
embedded inourlives, how
wesearch forinformatlon,
mgmwlthhrandr and rorm oplnlnm
are rap
Google, Bing, and |)uck|:u:kf‘pn onee
the undisputed gatekeepers nfthodlgl
talworld, are no longer the sole arbiters
of Informathon access. Al tools such as
Ch.\:l PT,Geminl, and others are polsed

to take

land Intultive .\pp«a.\ch e

that even in 202 1when itwas relatively better off, the firm was losing !?.5
forevery rupee earned inrevenue, The last straw that broke the camel's back,
however,was Dunzo's hurried entry into the quick commerce space,

There are several lessons here for start-ups in general. Lesson number 1:
Dunzo's pivot to quick commerce, without establishing operational prof-
itability in its core hyperlocal business, was a blunder, ﬁmtaheawayibthat
even the nwstpmn'dldngutarl ups carwl\.uuwuu | y
dence, losef andf; F louwlvlngmarhet

ly ,Quick ce demanded a different perational infrastruc-
ture, requiring significant Im'l:utment in dark stores. Dunzo simply didn't
have the moneyand expertise Iy, Result: | Inwest-
Ing over $400 million and es:ahlluhlng around 130 dark stores, it falled to
securea ulgnificanl miarket shaﬂ.' ln q'ulck commerce. Soit's Ilrlpnrla.nt Lo
ginto

nuwacgmenu
Oner e bedd toanother. 1 tosecure funding, it tumed
to Reliance fora $240-million fulldlllg mulld n.'l.inquluhing a 26% stake,
Jed temiporary relief, but there lackofa cultural
fitbetween the two.Asa result ity lecl to secure additional fundsdueto
valuation disputes with Reliance. So lesson no 2 is that start-ups should
choose investors whose interests align with their growth — money alone
should not be the eriterion,
These lessons are all the more important now as the low tide of funding
hauexmuu:llhe uglywtderhul]yufﬂwutart up ecosystem in [ndia — finan-

acts of omissi ='"' Those 3 Jone now, 50
start-ups will have to spend frugally, rework buulm.'uu lnndf.'lb.and focus on
talnable profit .‘llJIngtndJsl'lwlcad‘lunlmsutart-

ling upa mmpawunu kmger Iunt about that amﬂngaumaunmhalcwrm
along d sharing itwith theworld. It's when
lots of people are using your product and galnlng value from it What’s not
great is when all those feelings and happy product users don't tum into a
viable business,

Google's ad business is
tailor-made to be split

OME PROBLEM THAT quickly Mc.\me appaﬂm: when Google Imt!u blockbuster
antitrust trial last month was th
‘While the Justice Department |s considering :alllng for a judge to break wp the
mmrun}-.lt ndlfﬂmlt o lmaame wha.t t I\at ru!ghl |arm1cally look Illu.-and hgw suich
of

In the search glant's nzutantllmt bat:lc however, the patential lines of separa-
thom are much more distinet. ﬂnMnndar.a court InAbexandrda, Vieginia, will sit down
forthe first day in the lunllu‘lhpulmcnt Bcase target Ing Google's advertising busl-
ness, which A0 of P phabet Inc.

CGoogle created Its ad Ing arm th h shrewd I most notably
pubdisherad platfnrml)nubleCIIck which it bought for §3.1 "billion In 2007. Today, it
offers the entire tech stack underpinning the convoluted chain of bidding, selling,
user targeting, and placement, Tocay, it s rare {though cestainly not impossible) to
visle awebslte withouwt seelngan sd that hasn't been handled by Google at some paint
Inthe chain,

nnqwstlmlshmnuny mnuoflhatchal.nt oogle should contml Iughl ROW,

Information reteleval,
This shift has given rise to a new

A

® TECHPROOF EXPRESS
AIOPTIMISATION 1S THE NEW FRONTIER IN REPUTATION MANAGEMENT FOR PEOPLE AND COMPANIES

SEO making way for AIO

SIDDHARTH PAI

Technalogy consuliant and verture capitalist
Hy frrvitation

appears prominently In search engine
results, ALO focuses on how Al systems
retrieve and present informationabouta
subject —belta compan}‘.pmduc: orper-
won, Al Systems,

nuch as cha:hnu ar virtual asslstants,

rative. Also, if incorrect or

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

® GEARING UP FOR GROWTH

Union trade and commerce minister Piyush Goyal

India's auto sector is well poised to attract
investment from abroad...india should be ready
to capture the opportunities in new-age technologies
. like EVs and its related ecosystem along with other
upcoming opportunities like the bicycle sector
- A P g opp! ye

thelr AIO strategy accordngly,
Separately, GenAl, despite s lntelll-
gence, can sometimes generate factually
Incorrect or skewed responses. AL ser-
wices will help flag these Inaccuracies,
allowing Individuals or brands toact, be
It through data correctlon strategies or
outreach to platforms hosting the mis-
Information. And Al often generate
opinions based on the data they con-

information Is spreading enline, AlD
services can help (I.uaad correct I, For
example, 1pelate

sume. For b managing this
subjective companent of Al-generated
content will be crucial. AIO services will
likely offer 1 analysis tools,

or remove Incorrect data nrhuilding a
mnwnmralcg)'lhat pushes the correct

Industry: A (A10),whichls d and generate rea to thee fi
quickly bcmmlng ucrlllcal as search abaul spcclﬂ::opdcu Slnce these Al tools Genal relles heavily on structured
engineop data sets — fromweb- dala = such as lnfnrrna nnn ll sleanu

the past two decades. In fact, Fortune
magazine says AIO may outshadow the
S6R-billlan SEQ Industry In a very
period (bitly/4dskSel), Compankes,
aware of thelronline presence and con-
cerned about how Al chatbots present
thelr digital personas, are now looking
toward AIO services to manage thelr Al-
based reputations. But what exactly Is

sltes and databases to soclal media pro-
files and news articles — AIO alms to
Influence which data Is

allowing businesses te track not enly
what Al systems are saying but how
they're saying It 1s the Al portraying
your product positively? Is it presenting
abalanced view of your uerulceuﬁ I11!|

able d.\t.\baswx aruﬂ xchcma tags
d in web con-

rlcw up and how it Is

tent, Structured data tells

nterpreted. 1I[19 goal Is tn AlO focuses on how Ih:ﬂ.‘:l!ﬂ prleclgly whlat
ensune # : #0 ng bs. Companles
FESPONSES Are pecurate, rel- - should consider enhanc-
evant,and aligned with the and present ing thelr websites with
Image Individuals orcom-  inf jon about  structured data tags to

AL, and how can b and indi-

ahead in the age of Al-driven searches?

asubject — beita

ensure Al tools can easlly

analysis can helpb

Al-driven reputational risks and adjust

thelr marketing strategles accordingly.
Many cnmpanlcalal rmjy use Al 1o

et chatbots AT ean bl

nlse
these lntcrac:imn. canurlng that cus-
tomer-facing Al systems provide accu-
rate,on-brand, and helpful responses that
cnhanoethecmmcrexmlcm

viduals harness lts potential to stay In this light, a few bdentify key infi
things become  more company, product, This Includes specifylng
Historlcally, SEO has been the go-ta  Important, such as paying or person pmd uet details, service
strategy for anyone booking to lmprove | attentlon to Al'S training leadership blos,
theirvisibility online. By tweaking web- data sets,content creation, and contact !nlormatmn
d-rich content, il . d i i a format that Al tools can readily

shtes, creating b
and bullding authoritative backlinks,
businesses could climb the ranks of
search englnes, However, Genal Intro-
duces a new faradlgm where answers
are provided in natural language, often
|!}'paiill‘lg the need for traditional
users
with a ulngle.xyn: hestsed Tesponse,
Users, instead of browsing dozens of
links to flnd answers, will get one, maybe
twi, responses — likely accompanied by
an explanation or opinlon — directly
from the AL This ralses a new challenge:
How can individuals and companies
ensure that Al tools present them In the
best possible light?
Just as SEQ ensures your website

Ing perceptions ina structured manner.
GenAl models deaw from an array of
sources — everything from news sites o
soclal media comments, and even
obscure blog posts, In some cases, this
vast data set can pull up less-than-flat-
tering or outdated information. With
AD, companles can take steps to curate
thelr digital footprint more actively,
Much lke SEO, creating authorita-
tive, relevant, and high-quality content
helpsensure that Al pulls from the eight
sources, Whether through blogs, press
releases, or soclal media posts, con-
stantlygenerating positive and accurate
content Increases the likelihood that Al
chatbots will reflect your preferred nar-

access, By doing so, companles can
ensure Al-generated content reflects
thele preferred nareative.

A critlcal component of AID s the
ability to menitor how Al tools discuss
individuals and brands, While teadi-
thonal SEO tools can show keyword rank-
ings and websie traffic, ALO services will
likely evolve to offer Inslghts Into how AL
platforms present certaln queries and
taples, This will Invalve Al feedback
loops where tracking how GenAl sys-

yinte
face between consumers and informa-

tion, ethical considerations will play a
large role in AIO. Consumers are becom-
Ing more aware of blases In Al and the
potential for manipulation. Compankes
that openly disclose how they manage
thelr Al reputatbons — by clarifying how
they use Al services and ensuring accu-
racy In the Al-generated informatlon —
are more lkely to bulld trust with eus-
tomers, Beyond manipulating cutcormes,
ALD can help companles ensure they're
feeding Al systems ethically sourced,
unblased,and truthful Information. This
not only aligns with corporate soclal
responsibility goals but also reduces the
risk orreput.\llonaldamm duetoAl-

tems present on & com-
pany, product, or individual is key,
Through monltaring tools, businesses
can gauge If Al s producing positive,
negative, or neutral content and adjust

I d

Fnr:hmwhnmanc:nmcarly the
rewards will be a future-proofed digl-
tal presence In an Increasingly
Al-centricworld,

Banking Regulation Act @75

It needs to be reframed as the definition and scope of

AMOL AGRAWAL

Tha auther teaches at Ahmedabad University

banking has changed significantly with the advent of
digital banking & rise of non-banks and private credit

THE FINAHCE MINISTER
posed amendments bn the E.\nl:lng
ulation{BR)Act, 1949

mthedcﬂnltlonmmalmmaam E’uru:tm

ashanks.,

also marks 75 yearsof the Iiiu\c:.whl.chls
one of the first few laws passed after
Indla's Independence,

Banking has existed in India for ages
but there was no single leglslation to reg-

mhal:numcapdul(artnnln[tsn.ﬂmm

The BRACt became a patent tool in the
RBI's arsenal, It used the Act to clean up
India’s fragile and fragmented banking
system, Banks had no chobee but to open

atorlum to them
in difficult times. The Act also barred
managing agencles from banking. This
lack nl’comp«chcnulw Iegislanon and

Itsallofth il ad space tlsers
tnbuythatnpm,and,ln the middle, i all
Advertisersor publish tainl um.-.\lwrnat' { doeach of these
th!ngsrlfwm! il ) deal
th.\: unct;ongleh mnlufmallnrmmofthem Md lnthecmafiumhlgrlrvalu
ad platforms, cement |-. nd.
Lau:weok.theuxn&:mmtltm«ammammthnrlw.lnmtwungwnme
concerms asthe US, said:*T Google's ad
ness, the CMAhas p«m:lomllyfnuml lhatmoglc ]
conduiet hias al

from being .\hlcmcnmm:c cfﬂccl:lvcly [ harming
competition in this market”
Google can challenge these findings and male
changes tosatisfy the CMA. But Ifthe regulators view
becomes final, Google could facea fine of up to 10%
of Its global revenue, In the US, the punishment
might b Th T
DAVE LEE hacked by Ntonofl ™

tlearbarg calling fora l'orccd divestiture ofcoﬂgle nd lcch

lves to the REDs sups ¥ In-
spections. They had to Imprm:thelrpru
dential and g

unlike natlonalised banks, the Actapplied
comipletely to private banks,

10 2007 and 2008, two commlttees —
on Mumibal as an International financial
centre, and Conumittee on Financlal Sec-
tor Reforms — suggested rewrlting finan-

order to be ellg!blc forbanklngllcem

clal regulations. In 2013, the Financial
Sector Legislative Reforms Commisslon,

ulate and govern the sector. After the P the fallure of Having sald that, the RBI got a wake-up acting an these two committees, pro-
arrival of Britlsh, the three Presid the Travancare National and Quilon Bank call due to the fallure of the Palal Central medaunlmdlndlmmmlaluwmﬁ
Banks of Bengal, Bombay, and Madras  in 1938, 1hcn IlBI l::wcr Bank In 1960, Palaiwasa  repealing 15 financlal Acts Including the
were Incorporated under a special gov- nor james south-based hank and sout - BRAct The IFCwas not implemented due
ernment charter, The Indlan Companles  establish a comprehensive hern Indla was home to  tocontroversles.
Act, enacted In 1850, did not Include  banking regulationbutle  The conflict over 10y small banks, There How can the Act continue to play an
banks. TheamendedActin 191 3inchuded  had towalt due to the Sec- the dual regulation  were concerns threat that  instrumental role in its et 25 years?
Hmited.In 1930, ond World War and Inde- of public sector there would be a run on | Flrst, llwwnﬂlctmrllwdualregsda
1 T, thon of]
the Dentral mlansmulrymmmlrm mmceemr:‘o:;x“ﬁ:m banks governed by mlrl hﬁnlmjhe rgnvm;:_ tlonofy Ry M
povern banks, 1946-49 to manage the the Bank surance in 1962 to prevent ks governed by the BRAct has to end, The
The Reserve Bank of India was estab-  banking {ationalisation Act  bank runs In 1966, the Act I'JOIN.\rasImI\am&mmltmludwn
lished in 1935 via the RELAct, 1934, The In 1949, the govern-  god private banks ¥ also extended partly to
RBLAct, modelled on the lines of Bankof  mentof | ndent India he BR cooperative banks. The reg- e rwuwralluilnmclala l‘he mgula.tlm
Enghind specified thecorefunetlonefthe  legislated the BRAct.The 90¥erned by t ulatlon af non-banking fin- "
RBI to unify currency and creditbut had - REl wasalsoa banking reg- Act has to end ance was In¢- banks should be shifted to the REI,
limited scope for bank regulation, Under ulator, apart from belng a Tuded in theluilm[t')i-ﬂ Second, with the advent of digital
the RELAct, the central bark could Inspect central bank. The Act mad- The next challenge for  bankingand the riseof non-bankand pri-
banks to Include them in the Scmnd 1[1cdlhcdcﬂnltlcmdlml:lngmlndudc the BRAct came from bank vate credit, th mfhanlungand
Schedule of the Act, rh-m ls0 specif] T banks als :!nn!n 19689, It shifted the regul. of its scope has ch d. hy.The BR
that banlks should publl kely lend and Al ks, d exlst- lised banks to the minstry of .m:l ncedu o I;emhouﬂl: and reframed
for watching maintenance of the cash Ing ones,could functl ly after finance. o bk went o to

TERETVE FAi.
In 193:.'.5hellndl.m Companles Act

stack, sep
mmm. I‘IwFiJ Iacalll-ns(mlm same,

Of course, Googl Its first task in Virginka Is to convince the
Judge that its online adw:rtlrdns mnarket shane has been overstated, Its liwyers will

was tolneory
datlons from the Central Banking
Enquiry Committee and suggestlons

getting a licence from the REL The Act

also gave the RBI full s to Inspect

banks, The new Act also defined mini-

mum capital standards, implemented

cash reserve for both scheduled and non-

scheduled banks, malntalning lguld
A

almarswthaumlemnuldmbcmrcedmsmmmmllmmn
tary advertising tech, The trial ks exp lo take |
senlorGoogl and figures from thead tech and g

If f‘mglc Iom.-u l:mldbethemmd tlmelnagm:that themmpanrhanlwn
deer

Inthe ncmhcm ihe luu:!ce[)epamnenl

Its proposed mm-odm an understandalile rcquentglm that the ruling Im lnng
thme Googl I hing thelr heads over the smartest
way forward,

The ad :echatack lsa dl.ﬂ'erentxtory [twlllhomuch «easber to devise and then
explain toa judge where be deawn and what the immed|-
ate compcl!l!w'hnmcl ml@l:hc

Now, whether o not forcing Google to divest parts of Its ad u'dlwl.ll aerlosul}'
dent Its advertising business Is not entirely chear. Its
data, web analytics, and browsing habits would remain untouched and In h!gh
demand. But ltwould mark a turning pednt in the new era of antitrust enforcement
Irs the US, the fiest time regulators have successfully foreed the break-up of at least
part of a big tech group.
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Cabinet secretary
and the PMO

Apropos of "Under the shadow of
September 9, Indeed

parliamentary system, But the
principal secretary to the PH remains
soin practice, aul:l-\g the Prime
Minister in aligning d and

assisted the viceroy in taking Cabinet
decisions, But the Prime Ministars
consider the principal secretary to be
critical in the decision-making of the
PMO, it creates inherent tension
between the two offices.

oordination between different
stakeholders is an essential feature of
a demacracy, Shouldn't the PM
coordinate with the two key forces of

foreign policies, Under the British
regime, the Cabinet secratary

lon, slong with council of

farm nearly $0% of the banking system,
the scabe and of the BRAct became
highly limited. The 1991 reforms led to
the lieensing of new private banks, which
gradually contributed 30% of the bank-
Inyg systenn. The rlse of new private banks
brought the BR Act back to the fore as,

Crisis in Sebi

A slew of new issues are in the
plpeling, with initial public offerings
due ta open in the next couple of
manths in the small and medium
enterprise sector, which will warrant
earaful seruting by the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi). Ina
capitalist economy and during a bull
fun, SMart aperators are walting 1o

inisters, for a healthy d ?
—MNR Nmnj.n, Sivakasl

d at The

Inddian prnchJ.:d Al righ
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y eppartunity to dupe the
retail investor. Sebi acts as a shield

Intherecent Budget, the finance min-
lster announced releasing a financial sec-
torvision and strategy document to set
the agenda for the next 5 years. It could
atart with a comprehensive review of all
ithe regulations that govern the Indlan
banking sector,

against such predatars. At this critical
Juncture Sebi's employees are
protesting against a toxic work culture
and thair chief Madhabi Puri Buch,
who refuses to budge from her post
Bke o seasoned politician. It has
become the norm to blame all
protests against the government

as foreign-funded. But it is now
time to call a spade a spade.
—anthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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Prepare the ground
Sort out FPO problems before trving to scale up

armer Producer Organisations have beenin

the news after a draft ‘national FPO policy’

was unveiled about three months back.
According toa recent report in this newspaper, the
Centre is considering the creation of a ‘national
brand’ for FPOs that showcases the quality of their
products, However, before embarking ona renewed
FPO promotion and ‘branding’ exercise (the policyto
create 10K FPOs over four or five years is supposed to
have come to an end), the Centre and stakeholders
should take stock of the performance of the sector.

©

In fact, Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan struck the right note in July by
expressing concern over the performance of
‘some’ FPOs, and called for areview to
identify gaps. Senior government officials
have said that close to-9,000 FPOs have come
into being over the last four years as part of
the 10K policy initiative. Significantly, these
FPOs have received on an average 210
crore inequity from the government ona
matching contribution basis, which works to
ameagre T2 lakh per FPO. Not surprisingly,
private studies point to the sad state of most
of these enterprises. The latest policy
document emphasises scaling uptoa
three-tier fed d structure to g
membership, scale and capital, citing AMUL
asan example -- perhaps realising that
standalone FPOs will not work in most
cases. While thisisall very well, itisalso
important to face up toa central problem
with the 10K policy.

To begin with, FPOs need to be a draw
aver existing systems of input procurement,
creditand marketing for them to attract
farmers, Farmers will not ditch the status
quo for all its problems, only to opt for an
alternarive idea whose benefits are
uncertain. To make this change happen,
leadership and professionalism are crucial
inputs. The existing policies (10K and its
larest avatar which holds out a bigger
ambition) have failed to createa
skin-in-the-game system for professionals.
They funnel ¥18lakh for three yearstoa
‘resource institution (RI)' that is supposed
to provide managerial support, besidesa
sum of upto ¥25 lakh for ‘formation and
incubation’, without linking these to
outcomes. Thereare enough ancedotal
reports to suggest that RIs removed from
farming have climbed on vothe FPO
bandwagon. Worse, it appears that Rls are
able to float quite as many FPOs as they like.
Such sums for professionals should be
equity-linked so that they grow the business.
Capital can be garnered through social stock
exchanges or the CSR route,

Atabroader level, there is policy
confusion over the very idea of FPOs.
Initially conceived as ‘farmer producer
companies’ to be registered under the
Companies Act to overcome governance
hassles in the cooperative sector, FROs are
now registered as cooperatives as well.
Thereare a multiplicity of agencies
implementing the FPO programme. So,
FPOs are faced with an identity crisis, with
the Centre going big on cooperatives as well.
These issues must be sorted out through
wide-ranging consultations,

POCKET

CIRCUIT
BREAKER.
AARATI KRISHNAN
rivate sector employees,

espectally taxpayers, may not

bethrilled at the rollout of

the Unified Pension Scheme

for rnment emplovees,
But they can take away one useful lesson
from it Itisthat, if they aspire toa
comfortable retirement, they shouldn't
be relying so much on the Employees
Provident Fund (EPF).

UPS' design shows that, to fund an
inflation-adjusted pension at just 50 per
cent of anemployee’s salary,
contributions at 28.5 per cent of her pay
are necessary for 25 plus years of her
working life. (The employee
contribution in UPS will beat 10 per
cent and government contribution at
18.5 per cent.) UPS contributions are to
beinvested inthe NPS (National
Penston System) with a default 15 per
cent equity allocation.

UPS's structure begs the question: If
government calculations show that the
market-driven NPS is the best way for
government employees to fund their
retirement, why should private sector
employees be forcibly saddled with the
opaque EPF?

EQUITY, AMUST-HAVE
Recent research shows that thanks to
inflation and longevity, Indians looking
o fund their retirement havea
Herculean task ahead of them. Tobe

by off, they will need
equal to 33 times their annual ¢
at 60 when they retire. (More details
here
h

hehindubusinessline.com/
c&nwmhe-grﬂt -indian-retirement-
llenge/article6 77261 0.ece)
Therefore,a 35-year-old expecting
monthly expenses of 11 lakh when he
turms 60, will need to accumulate T3.%6
crore. If he invests ina fund returning

£ Doweneed

Given the opacity of EPF and other
bureaucratic glitches, it is time private
firms offered NPS to their staff

that, when an employer organisation
landsi mlgnmrnmnr drb'[ Imubm itis

settlement claims were rejected in FY23,
The NP5 fmv:ll in lrscorpomm

ployeds’
PF. cnmnbullmlimm Ki w
Byjus, there are Im-ra]l_vhmrul‘
large organisations which have run into.
financial hot waters and left em|
inthe lurch not only on their pay, but
alsoon their PF savings. EPFO's FY23
annual report (its latest) discloses
13,953 crore in dues from defaulting
employers,

Emplover dependency is nlsoz]m'
reason why the EPF

=3 control over
Mrmlmmmmﬁum andallmshcr W

businessline.
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difficult 1o gauge if the fund will
comfortably meet future maruricy
claims.

The EPF is not a shinin

manage her own ions and
withdrawals, without having 1o route
this through the employer.

ARCHALC ACCOUNTING
When you invest in vehicles suchas
mutual funds or NPS, vour
contributions are held ina separate unit
account that is directly traceable to you.

for case of doing busi
either, The EPF came into existence
because Employees Provident Fund and
Miscellancous Provisions Act of 1952
requires all establishments with 20 or
mare employees toenrol with the EPFO
and make contributions on their behalf
tothe fund.
“usmand.akpmnqxs MANY micro
their

number of accounts that are dormant or
Enactive. Organisations often make
elerical errors in recording KYC dclalls.

Your i datthe
prevailing NAVto fetch you the cormect
number of units. ¢ iy, youget to

('mplowf rwlrr o brkm 200 Langer

withdraw the unll balance in your

or fail plete transfer
correct by when employees switch jobs.
‘This forces the employee toal n his

8.5 per cent per annum, th

(with his emplover) will need to
contribute €38, 100 per month over the
next 25 years to get to that ﬂ'ﬂl Butwith

savings so far,and start a]l
over again from scratch.
Though the introduction of the
'Jm'w:ml Account Number (l.,'.r’lN}:md

a 12 per-cent return, th

wi 10 20,900 per month. While
the: has declared returnsof 8.1510
8,75 per cent in the last 10 years, NPS

i) d gr N N

15 NAV.

‘This unit aocoummg SYSLCT ensures
thereare noleakages between returns
earned on the portfolioof the fund and
lhosn'anwdb}unlllwidmand.llm

theser N 13

also ensures that each i investor gets lJIE

cmplow:fs and hlrr mnmact staﬂ'ta

P
anim d iment to I‘r.lnmllsa.tm Firms
that don'tavoid the enrolment
obligation structure their employees®
pary so thae the basic pay component, on
which EPF contributions are mandatory,
are kept minimal,

return due to her, based gol

casier for new El Pmmbers, monics
I‘rom mary legacy membsers remain

equity managers have delivered 12-13
per cent.

This demonstrates the absolute need
for employees in India to rely on
mqﬂ-m\cmdwhuﬂﬂ ratherthan

fi hveir

savings.
Returns apart, the EPF suffers from

many other shortcomings oo asa
retirement vehicle.

EMPLOYER-DEPENDENT
Aprimary flaw in EPF design is thae it
forces the employee to route her
l\‘llmnenl savings through her
lover. The employer nisation is

l: with dcpons‘ﬁlngth‘:f
contributions with the EPFO or
managing them.

The problem with this arrangement is

10 KYC or mig issues, OF
the EPF's 29.88 crore subscribers as of
March 31, 2023, only 19,10 crore had
been allotted UANs and only 6.85 crore
were actively contributing to the fund.
:K\'C issucshave alw led to EPF seeinga

entry d exit from the fund.
The EPFO howeveris yet to transition

GenZ employees, many of whom are
on the new tax regime, arent too fond of

EPF either. Prone 1o short stints with

o the unit accounting syst
this being talked about for years. 1t
l'o]luwssn archaic pon'l acmmtm

pleyers and frequent breaks,
they would rather not route their
mnrtmcn.t sanngslhrmghthclr

me':hod where

A and obai

paldassnduhmdw_\.' up.EPF
contributions are i_n_vmin amixof

up 12 per cemt of
their payma h'ls.ck ba until they turm.
58, Lefi tothemselves, many of them
mavprrkrcpm end equity funds aver

mﬁl:ou: Mlakheflhc?)hldll‘lnsl

The NPS gives the
employee control over her
retirement account and
allows her to manage her
own contributions and
withdrawals, without
having to route this
through the employer

:qul.tu:a (capped at 15 per u:m}

ichasthe EPF.
ch.unpaper,BPFmrnlmcmm

Everyyear, f running
the fund are deducted from its income
which consists of dividends, interest,

ive charges
levied. The duﬁemm. is used to declare’
an anmual ‘interest

Individual subscribers o the EPF
therefore have no way vo estimate o
control their returns,

In the absence of any mark-to-market
pertfolio disclosures, profit and loss
account or a bal itisalso

carmngtm:r |15.000p|:lmumh1nhasic
pay. But in practise, most emplovers
insist on EFF contributions because the
EPF Act requires them to compulserily
enrol with the EPFO.

All this sugpests that it is about time
the government amended the EPF Actto
make EPF optional for both mplo'_wrs
and employees. Private ent
a‘ml]dbcpmnu:d tooffer N PSIsan
tothe EPE.

Urban housing is simply unaffordable

To tackle this crisis there is a need to reconceptualise land use regulations and urban planning systems

—
Manav Khaire

an we afford to rent a house ina

Bocation with good eivie

infrastructure, including good
roads, better health, and better
education facilities? How far will it be
from our workplace(s)? How much time
will we have to spend in commute?
These are some of the questions every
migrant household faces while moving
O new city.

economist at the University of Applied
's‘u.lcncﬁhrﬁm Germany, found thag

-related household expenses are
n:mg er than salary and wage
increases in mamyurban centres around
theworld. He termed it a Global Urban
Housing Affordability Crisis, a crisis
warranting urgent interventions by
EOVErnments,

Letus lookat the urban housing
affordability status in India, which
houses the second largest urban
population (461 million) and five

Atthe centre of these questions is the gacities. With the rapid growth of the
bl f housi dability. The rh lation, the need for
f)n:':ed Nati i ments Fordable housing has also grown
or UN-Habitar, the UN ionately.
agm for human setthement, provides However, the supply of affordable

rational definition caleulating
um‘?;rdabili:y for housingas anet

housing stock has consistently been
Racking in the cities, leading to the
i i tv-d d

(remts C;;' rr:mxagc payments) that
exceeds 30 per cent of the total monthly
income of the household,

In other words, housing expenditures
of more than 30 per cent of monthly
dedicated 1o other basic needs, and
households are forced to reduce

bousi ds.

rasmarch, A significant indicaror of this
is the presence of informal housing and
slums across Indian cities,

REI SURVEY

A Reserve Bank of India (RBI}
residential asset price monitoring
survey (2019) across 13 cities n

Steffen Wetzstein,a p&kiﬂi

ility asthe
house price-to-income (HPTT) ratio

THE CHALLENGE.

theirincome and house prices across 49
Indian cities. The study ob: dth:

the Economically Weaker Section
(EWS) households (annual income upto
T3 lakh) and Lower Income Group
(LIG) houscholds (annual income
berween 83-86 lakh) could afford 1o buy
ancew house in only five of the 49 cities.
M the Middle Income Group

housing

T

increased from 56.1in March 201510
61.5 in March 2019,

HPTI ratio is anaffordability
indicator calculated asa ratio of median
house price to median monthly
household income. Simply put, an HPTT
ratioof 61.5 implies it takes 615 times
the median monthly income to cover the
median owse price, To put this number
in perspective, the benchmark HPTT
proposed by the UN-Habizat is below 36,

(MIG) houscholds (annual income
between 16-212 lakh) could afforda
Touse inonly nine of the 49 cities, and
Higher MIG (annual income more than
€12 lakh) households could afford a
house in 18 of the 49 cities.

So, the affordability issue severdly
restricts the accessibility to housing for
the urban migrants in terms of the
selection of cities as the low-income
houscholds (EWS and LIG) struggleto
find affordable housing in the formal
housing markets.

Ir}‘ond which housing becomes Thereis an inherent need to
ble. The survey al i prualise the land use regulati
that Bhubancswar is the most aff and urban planni whil
city, with an HPT1 of $4.4, and Mumbai ing housing affordability issue
he least city,withan  within isation.
HPTIof 74.4,

Another REI study in 2018 attempted
o calculate the affordability status of
different houschold groups based on

The writer is Assistant Professor of Political Science,
Dpartment of Humanities 30d Social Scnoe, IT,
Paiaking
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E " threat creating fresh employment in tenure to four years. Limitations on spread across various buckets of
Itiswithreference tothe anicle Apropers of the article E-commerce es nesded [ apgily for hannets
Bk . A igh Vinod Johsi S o partics ak Apart h
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drectly cutting out middiemen, ks, hoped that the poltical establshment WS ILuments and help in taking
and drives growth Thetechnology push lacking inthe: heeds tolmitingthenumber ofterms. Dk preventive steps £0 avesd sudden
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

ITS HEAD IN THE SAND

Resignation of MP Jawhar Sircar points to problem of TMC-led
government and party —unwillingness to listen, correct course

MNOBODY 15 LISTEMING.” The: :')cpl.manun hy]awhar Sircar for why he re-
signed from the OTEress. funda-
mental problem with how West: Bcngal s rulling party, government and Chief
Minister have actec hsineea31-year-old doctorwas
raped and killed at R G Kar Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata In a democracy, as a
matter of both principle and prudence, every politician and political party must not just
talk and do, but also listen, including and especially to its critics. The TMC and Mamata
Banerjee should know this better than most: She saw first-hand what happened to the once
formidabile Left Front when its leadership stopped listening to its citizens as well as inter-
nal fieedback from its cadres and well-wishers. Unfortunately, the TMC does not seem to
hmtlm'ntdmlrssur&ﬂu_wu ok 'Iirrlru show that they are
rtmm bothissues lagmed hySntarlnhls resignation ketter. In the curment moment, CM
dedge, much
ARG I(ar}-]r.lspdaL

mment
andorto

reluctant even to ack

haveb h

Banerjee and the g
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WoRrDLY WISE
HEe knows NOTHING; AND HE THINKS HE
KNOWS EVERYTHING. THAT POINTS CLEARLY TO A

POLITICAL CAREER.

— GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

The audacity of a mission

Swachh Bharat Mission has led to gains on multiple
fronts — safety and dignity, health and economy

PARAMESWARAN IYER

THE RECENT RELEASE of the scientific re-
port in the Nature journal on the Swachh
Bharat Mission’s (SBM) impact on the re-
duction in infant and child mortality
broadly coincides with the 10-year anniver-
sary of the programme. Announced by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his
Independence Day speech to the nation
from the Red Fort on August 15, 2014, it was
formally launched on October 2 of the same
year. Focused on the massive challenge of
eliminating open defecation in the country
by October 2, 2019 the 150th birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi, the SBM sought
to change the behaviour of about 550 mil-
lion Indians from their traditional habit of
defecating in the open to using the over 100
million household toilets constructed for
thern by the government. Whilie the success
of the hac Ty positive spin-

Courtis
msancl: Balwljrcl\ascuntmurd tua]ll:‘gra ‘conspiracy” rather than recognising the gen-

hof the ....-wnu,lm RG Karincident) is definitely
‘aconspiracy by the Centre and Left parti init", she said, Monday.
She also said that “some people wiere the situation in " to

foment unrest inWest Bengal. Instead of making acousations for which there is no proof,
and which are unprovable in fact, Ba.l'l.‘l]l:l‘ onrn[thrrrmwnmlmmmmm]radm

offs, including providing dignity and secu-
rity to women and girls, the Noture report
validates its significant health impact, as-
serting that the provision of milets under
the Mission saved the lives of
60,000-70,000 infants and children under
the age of five on an annual basis.

Ten years of a national developmental

in the country, need d provide

arnadmiap for justice in this case aswell as for others. This is not the time, either, for knee-

. The Aparajita and Child [West Bengal Criminal
1Bill 2024, passe last week, secks the death
penalty for heinous crimes agamsrwuml:n That is a quick-fix response which does little
to engage with the many 1 access to public
spaces that have come up since the rape and murder at RG Kar

L d

be-

such as the SBM is a good time
to take stock of its progress and achieve-
ments. To begin with, the audacity of Prime
Mindster Modi's announcement on August
15, 204, ook not just the nation, but the
world by storm. This was the first time in
history that any head of government in the
world was pub]lcly committing to ending

n his coun-

For bong, Bengal as a whols im particular, P these
inga placewhere just safe, but al hy of the develop proj- tryina spH:IfIL‘EI time frame. Firstly, the
ect. Thit urity has been at the core of Kolkata's liberal, cos- Prime Minister was not shirking from bring-

mopalitan self-i lmagr CM Banerjee has sought to build on this with flagship schemes
like Lakshmir Bhandar and Kamyashree. Women are a part of the TMC's core electoral
base and the party has the highest proportion of women mthl: Lok Sabha. NIloat
though, ing if the C £ag street
demanding to be heard, or even those from within her party asking her todo so, instead
of accusing them of being part of a “conspiracy™.

STATE’S BLIND EYE

Warnings to minority on boards in public spaces in Rudraprayag
showed intolerance emboldened by state abdication
WD KINDS OF ingscould be read on the si now removed, that
came up in the villages of Uttarakhand's Rudraprayag district over the last
few weeks and put communities on edge. The first is the disturbing and un-
lawful injunction that was written on the boards — instructing *non-
Hindus/Rohingya Muslims" against doing business in the area, threatening them with
“punitive and legal action”. The second warning — the one that must be heeded by all
those who have stakes in keeping the peace — was not literally spelt out but was writ

large nonetheless. It is how i isemt an malised
‘when the state abdicates its rrsporm'blllrymupmld thl:rulcodlm

The scars inflicted by polarisation fester heal Takethe
cascofP ictwhere, inMay 2023, “Towe jihad”
igyi 15 it Fipt-witig pren ek oteet ralles ik - i
against “outsiclers™ and where i Ui withdi e if

theydid not shut down their shops, Ayear later, :Irspin:a veneerof normalcy returning ten-
sions rermain. “We can sense a new dislile for us," a Muslim slmplw:cpn told this newspa-

ing out the hitherto taboo topic of sanita-
tion from the closet and, secondly, he was
talking about a scale and level of speed al-
most unimaginable — changing the
behaviour of 550 million people in five
wears. [fever there was a big hairy audacious
goal, this was it. No wonder there was a si-
multaneous sense of shock and awe at the
announcement. But, under the personal

leadership of the Prime Minister, the
programme took shape and, in the form
of a jon andolan (mass movement),
was successfully i in village

Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation
Convention in October 2018, the Prime
MIn]StL‘T chaired the concluding session

after village, district after district and state
after state,

Communicating directly with the peo-
ple through multiple platforms, including
his monthly Mann Ki Baat radio address, the
Prime Minister fired the people’s imagina-
tion and inspired them to make the SBM a
community and village-led initiative. The
entire population of a village would pas-
sionately work to make their communities

the Secretary General of rhc
United Nations and in attendance were 5.

Health and Sanitation Ministers Irum
around the developing world — all there to
share the swachhote experience and learmn
from it. The visiting Migerian Minister for
Water and Sanitation was soimpressed by
what he learned at the conference that he
returned to his country and started the
Clean Migeria Campaign. The four key les-
sons of the SBM which were enshrined in
the Delhi Declaration of th ebe-

open free (ODF) and they
achieved success, would take out a gourayr
mipndl: tourl [twas a matter of pride

Communicating directly with
the people through multiple
platforms, including his
monthly Mann Ki Baat radio
address, the Pritne Minister
fired the people’s imagination
and inspired them to make
the SBM a community and
village-led initiative. The
entire population of a village
would passionately work to
miake their communities
open defecation free (ODF)
and when they achieved
success, would take out a
“gaurav yatra’ (pride tour). It
was a matter of pride for a
village community to declare
itself ODF and soon a

i y competition broke
the country
between villages, districts and
even states.

foravillage e lareitself ODF
and soon a friendly competition broke out
across the country between villages, dis-
tricts and even states, Once states hlcc
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, L

came known as the four Ps. These four Ps —
political leadership, public financing, part-
merships and people’s participation — are
now ghohally recognised as vital for the suc-
oess of most large, transformational devel-
opmental programmes. They are being ap-
plied in the itation sector around the

Haryana declared themselves ODF, Dthcr
states followwed suit and finally on October
2, 2019, all the states declared themsehves
ODF. However, the behaviour change focus
and work to sustain the achievemnents of the
SBM continued under phase two.

In terms of the outcomes of the SBM, in
addition to the health benefits outlined in
the Noture journal and enhancement of the:
dignity and security of women and girls,
there were other positive spinoffs. One of
them was its economic benefit — a study
conducted by UNICEF estimated that
achievemnent of ODF status in a village re-
sulted in each of its howseholds saving ap-
proximately Rs 50,000 annually on account
of avoided medical fees, time savings, etc.
One of our annual Sudhdr Dar SBM cartoon
calendars showed a bored doctor at a pri-
mary health centre sitting outside his clinic
and idly swatting flies as he had run out of
business since the villagers had stopped

inthe d puently

world and leading to significant progress
on Sustainable Development Goal number
6: Access to sanitation and water.

As we know, the Swachh Bharat Mission
was only one of the many successfully ar-
ticulated and implemented schemes of the
government. Other national basic service
initiatives which improved the quality of
lifeand ease of living of ordinary Indians in-
clude Ujjwala {cooking gas cylinders), Jan
Dhan [bank accounts |, the Awas Yojana, the
Ayushman Bharat medical insurance
scheme and, of course, the Jal Jeevan
Mission, which has made tremendous
progress in providing hor ghor jal to a
targeted 180 million  houscholds.
‘Without question, the bold vision and
political leadership of Pime Minister Modi
are the key underpinnings of such
transformational programmes.

The writer is the former Secretary of the

open
stopped falling chronically ill of diarrhoea.

The 5BM also had several lessons and
experiences to share with the world, At the

of Drinking Warer and

Sanrmm Government of ndia and is
currently India's Executive Director at the
World Bonk. Views are personal

THE AGREEMENTATIVE INDIAN

In the classroom, a culture of conformity that stifles dissent, promotes agreeability

SUMANA Roy

“WHY ARENT YOU noisy? Wy are you all
so generically polite? Why don't you want to
say anything to disturb us?"1 find myself say-
ing this to my students from time to time, my
mpcrl\a neverforgetting toitalicise the

", It has taken me some time to under-
srandr.hat itmight not bctherfaulr Clurped-

and comvinoed that Durbclld inteaching par-
ticular only possi-
bile way to achieve this, we've structured the
pedagngical form of our courses and syllabi
around the telos of eventual agreement. In
the process, we have failed to teach our stu-
dents that the sl £ went, whether

search areas or family and friend networks,
perform what has been characterised as
compulsive nobility. We defend our disci-
pline and its practitioners, those that share
the same networks, with a kind of skill and

Py

hed. The bat-

apngical practice, such are its i
an:l mades, protects us from the dissent and

per{Weact kewe'w 1. IE July 22 p ted his-
toryofes arconflict havet fior awhile, recently,
Arpieti iththe passing of tt ‘mlurmal]Cndcrarbcrdnsym.'\mldst
f for gz of Musli spectres of “love jihad™ and
“land jihad", official response has been absent and, in fact, divisive it

1ent thatwe celebrate in the class-
roomn: We are like the teacher who stands
beside an archer teaching them how to shoot
at a faraway target; our proximity — being
beside instead of, say, across, distant from the

Theinciternents to hate and viclence at a “dharam sansad” in Haridwar in December
2021 were met with state inertness and apathy, It was left to the Supreme Court to un-
derine the seriousness of the issue, framing hate speech as a threat to harmony and as a
violation of constitutional principle, and making it incurnbent on the police to take suo
motu action. To keep the fault lines from deepening further, the state must act — and
must be seen to be doing so. 1ts duty is to the citizens of Uttarakhand and the constitu-
tional values it is swom o uphold, above all.

WHAT HE MEANT TO SAY

Sanewashing of Donald Trump's speeches raises larger
questions — about politics, reality and make-believe
HEM DOES THE presentation of speeches that border on the fllogical,
inflammatory or simply incoherent, breach the joumnalistic ethic of
accuracy and move into the disputed territory of 7 In early

archer-student — protects us.

“Wherever we are, what we hear is
mastly noise. When we ignore it, it disturbs
us, When we listen to it, we find it fascinat-
ing. " writes Johw Cage in Sifence: Lectures and
Wiritings {1961 | We seek the obverse, we co-
ordinate our pedagogy for the opposite, for
harmony. In our rhetoric is the urge to free
oursehves from what we have been condi-
tioned to characterise as noise, inouridioms
is a hankering for versions of silence — we
dislike the idea of “noise” so much that we
call the seemingly unserious “bakowas™, as if
the unimportant emits noise.

W do not want to acknowledge the fun-
damentalist character of agreement, the ab-
senceof necessary noisiness — our students
write emails that are tailored to make their
personalities seem agreeable, that make it
seerm that universities are finishing schools
lm'rrachmg academic etiquette mdcurpura—

September, at the Economic Chub of Mew York, Republican presiden-
tial nominee Donald Trump responded to a question on how he'd address the issue of
childcare outpacing inflation in the US with a solution that was both off-centre and dir-

rugged by
compelled by our dcsln: fior a fairer wr.lrI:I

‘Agree’ derives from “gratus’
— to please. The kind of
agreement that is being
forged, besides revving up
our stock of agreeability, is to
please oneself — to feel safe
that there is no other
opinion besides ours. Itis
control by proxy. Jukti, tarka,
galpo — logic, debate, story
— the trinity that produces
philosophy, art and science,
is gradually being bleached
away by this compulsive
expictation of apreement.
This is why, irrespective of
political ideology, we have all
been turned into bhakts, into
devotees and unpaid
employees of those we must
agree with, whether family,
RWA or the nation.

itisachieved t bureaucracy
or pedagngical faith, can be noisy, the kind
of noise that they tutor themsehves o avoid
in their interactions with those in power.
Suchisitsarchitecture thatwe sit with those
whoagree with us, whether in faculty meet-
ings or Parliament.

‘Wie teach Plato’s Repurbfic and ask our stu-
dents to be Socratic, we implore them o ar-
gue, debate, qurstlon dissent, but our

courses ad Git

tleground for this is various: The academic
conference, the classroom, and, now quite
often, social media.

“Agree” derives from *gratus” — to please.
The kind of agreement tl|at is being forged,
beside ing up our stock of. il
is to please oneself — to foel safe that there
is noother opinion besides ours. It is control
by proscy. Juketi, tarka, galpo — logic, debate,
story — the trinity that produces philosophy,

where, after a comversation between two
tributaries of thought, one must be inte-
grated with the other and become one

artand science, is gr being bleached
away hy this compulsive expectation of
agreement. This is why, irrespective of polit-
iral ideology, we have all bcm turned into
bhakts, intods

and

stream, as Arjun was Ty Krishna.
From the “argumentative Indian™we are now
coaxed, bullied and instructed to become the
“agreementative [ndian”.

This idea of agreement that is emerging
from our classrooms, where a common en-
emy — whether systemicor an individual —
is fought with all the might of our theories
and good practices, is gradually rendering us

who do not share our intellectual and emo-
tional histories. We're being led o think of
“tradition” as having been built fromconsen-
SUS |nst|:a:l addlsqgm:mmn_\% we become

invark A affilia-
tion, brought together by disciplines, re-

adthuscmmustagecmﬂLwhcﬂmiam—
ily, WA or the nation. Like children who take:
itas a slight when an adult says that pink is
ot their Evourite colour, we take everything:
as a personal affront. The Bhalsti poets had
rebelled azainst institutionali

— bhakts today onky agree with each other.

In a country where spouses can't often
agreeonwhere the wet towel should be kept,
it is silly and strenuous to keep playing the
Agreementative Indian.

Foy, o poet and writer, is axsociate professor
af creative writing, Ashoke University.
Views are personal

cumbocutory: ]nmsl)\gtanlfsun[umlmpnm to ensure the of adequate

Funds to meet the crisis. Instead of the cquitur, much of the

mediapresented a parsed ¢ i jon ofwhat might T8-year- DI:I 5 I; =
|mndcdsulut|un—umm L1.u||u|||lL|.||.u||. childcane. Enter ! INDIAN EXFI!_ES

i ionofTi tion of the LIS |

mediathat has been called out for i it onsumers of news.
From his constant references to the "late, great Halmlbal Lecter” to his outlandish re-
i job creation and ic policies, there is muchin p
dowith thl: ministrations of a fact checker. But does the job of smoothing out the jagged
edges of his vitriol, the opacity of his policy proposals or the bizarreness of his conspir-
acy theories — in short, the task of making him credible to the electorate — become the
responsibility of the traditional media? chclally since the courtesy is selectively a]—
fomded. As Parloer Molloy of The muehiic, one of the early users of the term
ing", says, "By continually reframing Trump's incoherent and often dangcmmmmras
conventional political discourse, major news outlets are failing in their duty.”
Inapost-truth world, th perimiplications of hing politicians. [tcan
make incomveniences of thought and action disappear with a coat of linguistic vamish.
The question remains: Do electorates deserve this sanding down of facts with fiction?

SEPTEMBER 10, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

HYDERABAD VIOLENCE

THE ARMY WAS called out and shoot-at-sight
orders were issued in the communal strife-
tom Hyderabad city toquell mobviolence and
Ialgc—scalc arson and looting during the

‘states run by non-Congress([) partiesis aclear
and flagrant subversion of the Constitution of

proposed to be taken up in the ensuing ses-
sion. Baga Rl:ddymld w:wsmmtmrmod

[: eT

India declares the 40-page ofthe
Janata Party released by president Chandra
Shekhar. The white paper describes it as be-
ing “as grave and dangcmusm its conse-

G ession, The entirecity
has been placed under curfew indefinitely.
The police opened fire at three spots injuring
10 persons — two of them succumbed to in-
juries at the hospital.

JANATA'S "WHITE PAPER
THEGOW NTOF India's practiceof top-

pling s in the
iE n

quenc

oy the abuse of emergency powers"

AP ASSEMBLY AGENDA
THEAGENDWFOR the crocial Andhra Pradesh

Asser

-
hly.hasmmiu:ﬂwnmﬁ'umtlwgw-
ernment for the vote of confidence motion

showed t||at they were discussed for three or
four days before being disposed of.

DU STuDENT ELECTION

THE JANATA VIDHYARTHI Morcha, student
‘wing of the Bharatiya Janata Party, won the
election to the Delhi University Students
Union for the fifth consecutive year by de-
fieating the Mational Students Union of India
(1. Bal Ram Yadav of [VM has been dedared
elected president. He polled 15,484 against
8862 polled by his nearest NSUI (1) rival.
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Manipur needs a
political solution

The tensions between communities in the state
can’t be resolved with a securitised approach

rapid escalation of violence in Manipur is

shocking on two counts — one because it

appears to have caught local authorities

completely unawares, and second, because of
the sophisticated weaponry. inchiding drones, being
used by groups, which indicates that attempts by the
security forces and the government to recover looted
weapons has not succeeded. The fresh wave of clashes
—which has killed at least ten people since September 6
—now threatens to besiege the beleaguered state and
rupture the fragile peace that held for close to three
manths, Worse, six of the ten victims hailed from
Jiribam, a district that is home to Meiteds, Kukis,
Bengalis, Nepalis, Nagas, and other communities and
one that remained largely peaceful despite the state
being roiled in clashes. Clearly, the fact that ethnic fault
lines have not been bridged for close to 16 months —a
clash that onee pitted Meiteis and Kukis against each
aother now seems to engulf almost the entire state—
should put the local administration in the dock. Instead,
the Manipur governmentand chief minister (CM)
N Biren Singh have madea push for the security
apparatus to be brought under the state’s control
Singh and several lawmakers, including members of
the cabinet and the spealeer. made the demandina
memorandum to governor Laxman Prasad Acharya.

Thisapproach is unlikely towork. Since May 2023,
the State has failed in Manipur — in establishing law-
and-order, in assunging the of various
communities, and in appearing as an impartial arbiter
ina dispute with longstanding grudges. In fact. the
appointment of a security adviser in the state was done
precisely because a sizeable chunk of the population
couldn’t repose their trust in the CM. That situation has
not changed on the ground. Instead, as the recent flare-
up suggests, it hasonly intensified.

The original conundrum in Manipur —a lack of
trust between communities, and between some
communities and the administration — has not been
addressed by the state povernment. This cannot be
resolved witha securitised approach, as has been made
clear over the last 16 months; it needs a political process.
that listens sensitively to the concerns of all sides, and
leaders who have the confidence of every community.
And it needs a clear and transparent process of
accountability where every victim of violence gets their
time in court, and impartial justice. A wounded state
needs a salve, not force and political posturing.

Act against green
violations in Delhi

he Central Empowered Committee (CEC),

constituted by the Supreme Court to monitor

compliance with its conservation-related orders,
assessed 20 construction projects in Delhi's forests and
Ridge area and found just five adhered to conditions set
for such activity. The CEC has reported that there was
non-compliance on multiple fronts, including on-site
greening norms, com pensatory afforestation for tree
felling, and mandatory approvals under the Forest
Conservation Act. Such nen-compliance being
rampant within the national Capital, where
monitoring presents fewer challenges than in a remote
part of the country, is quite telling of the impunity of
those involved —including the DDA, PWD, JNU, and
the erstwhile South Delhi Munici pal Corporation,

Partof the blame forthe brazen violations, of course.

lieswith the Delhi government's forest department and
the Ridge Management Board (RMB), which have
fafled notonly to record the lack of compliance but also
toverify the track record of the project proponents and
their earlier projects before giving their approval, Bur
equally, it isa problem of enforcement, which the CEC
delineates in its report. Most proponents comply with
the conditions lald down onlytill the tree felling
happensand construction activities start, and seldom
beyond. With little in terms of punitive action, non-

liance is de facto d. As a remedy, the CEC
report recommends a centralised information system
wherecompliance details at each stage of a project
must be reported. While, on paper, this would ease
monitoring, the authorities will still have toundertake
authentication exercises for the portal o be effective.
CEC recommends that the RMB deny permission to
proponents with a history of non-compliance. The
need, however, is also to provide for the imposition
of costs on violators to achieve deterrence. Worsening
environmental issues in the Capital make this an
imperative.

Vistara’s promising run
grounded at take-off

As brand Vistara is st to
disappear, loyal fliers
and some employees
watch in dismay

are at a deja vu
moment in India's
aviation his
Alter Jcl ﬁlrways

are in full command of their travel

plans: date, time and fare,
The timing of the merger is even
cemployees

HECTIEnL Sil
the first time since mpﬁm thealr-
line earned a small profit. albeit in
one quarter. which became EBITDA
{carnings before imterest, taxes,
depreciation, and amor) post
tive and achleved a market share of

it Agueil 2019, there
was a steady torrent of dismay and
sidness from IgETS, command-
ers and staff of the airline as they
Inmented its demise. For loyal Jet fli
ers, it took many months 1o accept
that the brand they had grown o love,
trust and value would no longer exist.
Although the almost tem-year-okd
Vistara from the Tata stable (founded
in 2013, first figzht 2015) never really
achieved the status Jet did, it has
showly but steadily managed to
a loyal base of non-post-conscious
passengers in India. Given the same
length of time (as Jet), Vistara could
have occupled Jet's coveted slot In
Indian hearts ar some stage, but
evenis overtook i
As the MErger announeement —
Jait accompl] — came on August 30
and specilied that the bookings on
Vistara would cense, many passen-
o expressed their dismay on socal
mediaand WhatsApp as Alr India has
nodt yot become their airline of choioe.
A large number of these fliers don’t
want to fly IndiGo cither, which has
seen its on-time performance nosed-
bre and service standards fall ever
since it grew to a certain size. As
lhm; stand. a lot of Vistara froquent

Juse over 0%, G were low,
loacls on airerall high, and it
boasted good on-time per-
formance. Vistara had
Finally arrived on the Indian
avintion scene, 5o 1o speak,

It hadn't been an casy
arrival by any streteh. n the

comibxine asa runaway success on the
runway was a matter of deep disap-
ointment to the sector as a whole.
Itwas only after the pandemic that
things began 1o ch for Vistara.
Two o thiree external factors worked
in irs favour: the demise of Jet Air-
ways, the collapse of Go and the
weakening of rivals such as Spicelet
5 -mnic. Fromm B2 new chiel
executive officer (CEQ) Vinod Kan-
nan. chief commercial oficer Deepak
Hajawat and the team they
built finally began io sec
some resulls in thelr ciforts
of course correetion, In 2022
and 2023, the airline added
new aircrafl and redelivered
less efficient ones. hs inter-

first phase, the airline man- Anjuli national nefwork grew sub-

aged to get many thmg\s Eharggyg na.uﬂsl.]) mﬂlnﬂldcﬂ:m—
the model theair- = tioms, routes and

craft configuration, i cost —————  cies. It added the A:ﬂILH

structure and the contracts (with 12 lie-flat business

entered intn. Selling premium econ-
oy for shorter domestic hauls in the
warly days proved hard amd the airfine
had to reconfigure its aircraft,

sears and 24 premium economy
=eats) o its feet. Italso doubled down
o Mumbai asa set.mrhnr Imbwul\

Wil India upits game and operate more ke Vistara or will Vistara
oy like Air India? e

although the fares charged do not
reflect this. Moreover, after the pan-
demic, like all the other alrlines, it has
struggled with an wnhappier
employee pool. Complalnts and alle-
gations of transgression have risen,
often targeted ot the top manage-
ment.
After the merger process

Apeil 2024 saw o series of protests
and a spate of Algh

Tor its jobs, it still remains unclear
what I I.}P o some of the non-
technical stall and nagement,
nclucing its CEO. m.crt.hldnpelullg
officer. Top Adr India officlals said
that they did not see any role for
many of the senior management
members in Air India s these posi-
tions are already flled at the parent.
Uncertainty abso plagues the minds

threw its operations out of gear as the
two airlines tried to bring the employ-
ment lerms on par, Company insiders
say that Vistara has its own culture,
and ethos and is now a fairly
respected brand. all of which this
mcrgrlhlralms to destroy. Many

imcrese

the airline dearly in termes of the con-
slstency of the product. Fliers who
Dew ansd lked the premium eoononmy
wolfering were miffed when they Bew
an another moute and found it miss-
ing. For mamy veors, routes and fre
quency remained an issue. Many [
ers who preferred Vistara were forced
to fly IndiGo and other rivals due 1o
Vistara's lower frequencics.

Despite bringing in two expats
with a wealth of experience from its
partner Slwenlﬂlm(.‘ﬂﬂlthe
airline continued fo struggle.

P The domestic network in
the last two years grew with a few
new routes. Vistara consolidated its
position, even as some rivals cul
cupacity 1o practicadly half their pre-
pandemic levels and others folded up.

But it sucees hid corne al a cosl.
The wirline has pecumulated signifi-
cant losses (in excess of TH000 crone),
which will now be absorbed into Alr
Tndia’s already fairly large losscs. OF
the total losses, people familiar with
the matter said that the amoumts
spent on bullding the brand would be
likoe a “dead boss™, In general, Vistara's
oosts have almast consistently boen

quete Lhe merger ol Air
Indiaand Indéan Alrlines to cie the
challenges of mergers in aviation.
But togy Alr India management and
some Vistara executives malntain
that alot of preparatory work for the
m Bas been done at the back-end
and fiers should not be unduily con-
cemed, The Vistara lect will function
the way it does now and it's not as il
the purple and mustard til will dis-
appear from the skies in a jiffy, they

il

All assurances aside, uncertainty is
the new tagline at the carrler, While
almaost all the crew, and

oflts|
wary of the abilities of the merged
entity and what it will offer in terms
of service standards, as well as
on-time performance as Air India is
yer toget & convincing grip on its own
operations. The big question. there
foare. i which will see the bigger rub-
off on the other: Will Air [ndia up its
game and operate more like Vistara
or will Vistara lower its standards and
end up meore ke Alr India?

No matter whnt the two companles
say on record, For a section of the
Indian Aying public and many of the
airline’s existing emplovees, this
muic-dreaded moment of departue
foe brand Vistara has arvived too soon
M‘im Its arvival, “Flying the new fecl
ing"is poised to take on a new mean-
ing altogether.

Anfu Barggren is  sevior journafist who

tochnical staff of the G.000<0dd strong

and the social secror.

s and

that the rr|1|tr|t of the Tata gmup in
{5

1A failed 10

prise those who

Need to treat suicide as
a public health problem

issue that affects individuals, fami-
lies, and communities scross the
world, with around 700,004 suicide deaths
yearly, India has ane of the highest numbers
of suicide deaths in the world, with at least
;Ef;.gond eaths (12 per WO.000 persons) in

oday is World Suicide
I Dy Suicide is a deeply troubling

We now know that suicide is a mmplcx
health issue. driven bya

reparted by
|h|: National Crimes Record Bureau (NCRE),
because suicide deaths are considered wnmt-
ural deaths. Such dataare not in a standard-
isod format for use in rescarch, However,
these data can be improved, through effec-
tive collaboration between the police and
health departments, to enhance our under-
standing of the dimensions. determinants
and dynamlﬁ al suicidein the populs lation.
This

ous stress in life, mental health mndmons

and other factors. By addressing the underly-

lngcsuscs of suicide and fostening a suppor-
T we can

difference in preventing subcldes.

For effective prevention, we must closely
examine the risk factors. The 50 for has
been an mental health isswes |ke depression
or anxicty. based on knowledge from west-
erncountries. However, i is now well-estab-

suicide in develop
ing countries, including India,
encompass o range of social isues
in adidition to mental bealth disor-
ders, Financial hardship, fractious
family relationships. domesticvio-
lenoe, childhood trauma. bullying.
negative peer pressune, substance

In addition to lmpnmd data collection,
appropriate interpretation of the avallable
data within its limitations is crucial. Report-
Ing on just a few oocupational groups pro-
wides only a limited understanding of whal 15
happening o the community at large. Even
amoang specific groups such as students, the
estimated rate st be for all srudents. If the
problem is serfous, disaggregated data analy-
sls will then provide valuable insights into
which sections among, students are espe-
cially vulnernble. Anecdotal reports
are plerts, not estimates,

The NCRE report does not allow a
direct understanding of risk Factors
by ocoupation. k does not reveal if
students arc taking their lives

because ol exarn pressure, bullying,

abuse, and lack of access 1o health Rakhi stress. relationship issues, or some-
care are among the many challen-  Dandona  thing else but assumptions can be
ges that increase the risk of swicide. m on the age of th

While mental health is a crcal whi died by suicide. Investment is
aspect of suicide prevention, = needed for gathering relevant quan-
addressing broader socletal issues trative and qualitative data, 1o help
—such as poverty, sockal inequality, us ldentily trends and risk factors,
gender inequity, and inergeners- evaluate impact of different inter-
tional discord — is esscniial for ventions, and allecate resources
effectively reducing sulchle deaths. KSrinath wihere they are most needed, With-
It is important to branden the scope aut accurate data, we will be fight-
of suicide provention in India from Reddy  ing this batle in the dark.

the Mational Mental Health Pro-
gramme to o larger public health
approach, with a whole-of-sockety engage-
mient. to address the social and econamic
risk factors leading to suicide deaths in India.
Globally, more men die by suicide than
wonven, While this is also frue for India, sui-
cide death rate among Indian women is esti-
mated to be dndr]r ﬂ‘l‘ gtohal average. Iti; |5

lneagvgmupol'la—.ﬁmrs Suicides amg

O of the most powerful tools in
suicide pl'{.‘\'(ﬂllﬂll is conversation.
Talking about sulcide can break down
the stigma that ofien surrounds the topic,
making it casier for prople o seck help. This
is especially important within families,
where open and honest communication can
be lifesaving. Families play a erucial role in
pnmdmg emununsl. SUPPOTL. Tecognising

Arning and encouraging loved ones
lo seek help. v:.nmmg @ supportive family

young
mlprusmu unmet MMETEHSI.INEIIL and
mental health issues. Women face unique
challenges, induding gender-based vioknoe,
body image issues. and academic or career
pressures. These contribute o feclings of
hopelessness. Rising rates of suicide in this
dcmngl raphic signal a l'ml.nm 10 creste sup-

where everyone feels sai‘e o

close to 30% higher than rivals

employee base

NITIN GADKARI

s
We should make India the number
utomobile manufacturing

med The

n the world. Factors s
advancement in tech, and s

ofatalented w

kfore

Leverage historical ties for
new areas of cooperation

ccent years have witnessed o range of
‘watershed moments In the United
Amab Emirates (UAEHIndia bilateral
relationship. Across all Eacets of the
partnership, we have experienced not only
Mwm bur alsoa deepening of the

direct bemefits of the CEPA to the UAE's and
Indlia'svital non-oil cconomic sectors.
X Thave boen _;: dmzrwﬂw;wp’u—

firss-hand throwgh the UAE-India CEPA Coun-
cil —a platform that has been specifically

we have long shared.

Mohame-d bin Zayed Al Nahyan, mev'.‘rwn

diskogue bwecn the govern-
al o

Inirect interactions with businesses across the

length and breadth of Inda, including green

Abu Diab. thls week s festament o
musm:ngh
ship and

e UAE places upon iLs stralegic partnership
mwhmom %L[J(!s\‘lsl a0 pro-
L N OpPOrTUTNLY 1o rel upan the rans-
lormative impact our ties hmm and will
ot o buve I e yoars iocome.

From growing stroteghc align-
ment to the UAE's emergence as r
India's second-largest export desi-
nation, third-largest trading part-
ner, and fourth-largest investor,

‘mobility in Andhra Pradesh,
organic farmers in West Berigal. and biotech-
nobogy entreprencurs in Maharashira, have

tal o lts economic prosperity and future
growih. 11 |s this socketal dynamism and eul
tura] diversity that will be crucial in
pushing the boundaries of posdbll-
ties beyond the CEPA into all other
Tncets of our ties.
In nurturing these strengths 1o
the mutual bemefit of both countrics,

political. economic, and cultural the UAE rermains dedicated to the
fias brtween the UAE and India  DAUINISSEr 2 o ikiing ofinclusiva park
have never been as strong as they Alshaali merships with India that stretch far
are today, =—————  beyondtheeritical power centresof

Fundamental to the continued NewDolm and Hnmbul + to emerg-
expansion of our isthe  ingci

recognition of both governments that it is
essential that our soceties are able to obtain
tangible bemefits from the strong stranegic
foandatlons we have built. Across all areas of

E‘ess their feclings can make a
in preventing suicide.

Effective suicide prevention requires
SLNONE SUPPOIT systems al every level of socl-
ety. This means improving acoess to mental
health cape, prov jom and training
o those who may be in a position to help
{such

ourr IS, 00 3
dally basis, are reaping the rewards of the

closer economic Integration, caltaral inclusiv-
ity amd poliscal understanding we have con-

?amaamlmpn' \btml;ﬂnLMalsum
toenergise the development of new initiagves,
such as the UAE-ndia Cultural Council. which

greater awareness inour shared his-
lorhal bmds md rlmr:ulnn] capestries. We
Indlia Start- q)Brth: toensure the entrepre-
neurlal aplrll of our two peoples is fully

‘socletsl e
Ior! that disproportionately affect young
Wome.

Media attention in Endia b

providers), and ensuring that oriss interven-
tion

suicides among farmers and stodents,
Besides farmers and students, other groups
are vulnerable too. Data suggest that the
majority of suicide deaths are in the 15-39

everyone, We al dia com-
munity connections, as social isolation is a
significant risk factor for sudclde, When peo-
ple feed connected and supported, they are
more llhi;r toreach out for help when Ihey
need it.

years age group. Thi student:
peopke who are working, people who are
lnoking for work, and housewives. It is
important to keok at the risk factors among
all such groups.
To truly understand the burden of sulcide

we need better data.

and develop effetive prevention :n.rausjes
ta. Our

suichide deaths in India mostly comes lrmn

sistently sought to foster. uslocked. And rinnny we e commitied 1o
“Theese dyrasmil b the pos-
of the UAE-Ind Iy whuumh&wlhmismhmln
E ic P Agreement (CEPA).  the ez achd e
Since the CEPAS ir an Mayl, pro water g
betha  choice for our 15l interna-

nz, lthMmdhr_iul]m ¥itn

pcmlxi:mdu‘_
In twos years alone total trade between our

The outlook for UAE-India bilateral tes i
Irlghl with numieroas epportunities for col-

fy 15%, with
the ULAE's exgports to India expanding by over 7%
and Indian exports 1o “‘E‘UEAEE rising by an

acToss various sectors. As both
mations look to establish new avenues for
our

amreorthemmwh«nt«:hcsmho s L‘Emlwsm fi .-.un FIge OUl

may be struggling, and to advocate for better tributed toa mpid change i economi h -man’m| values

resources and support. ourtrade. We are wil d reli- build iliendt, inclusive, and

mmh&uﬂdﬂnmhmmm futwre together.
Bakhi Dandona is professor of public health, and
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Looking beyond Sanskrit

ncia commemorated

Sanskrit Day on August 19 to

hikghlight and promote th

richness and antiquity of
Sanskrit, At the same time,
recognising the contributions of
the nation's other languages is
equally important, While S
Thas played a signific
cultral, religious, and intellectual
history, focusing solely on this
anclent language may overlook the
rich literary traditions of other
Inilan torgues,

Sanskrit, one of the oldest
languagges in the world, hokds a
prestigious place in the liturgical
and scholarly traditions of
dedhdsm, and
15t corpus of
literature, inclisding the Vecs,
Upankshads, epies such as the

numerous classics

philosophy, science, and arts,

cements its importance in Indian

culwre, Historically, Sanskrit

received patronage from religious
dynasties such

b holas, and
colonkal-era Buropean scholars
such as William Jones and Max
Milller, Post-independence, effors
ote Sanskrit have been

o reconnect with
ritage.

Rich literary traditions
However, India’s linguistic
landscape is incredibly diverse,
ENCOMPassing numerous ancient
languages with rich literary
luding Tamil, Pali,
nacda, Teluwgu, and
‘hese languages have
extensive lterary, religious, and
al historles, Tamill, for

e, boasts classical B

ndd ancient origins, with
archaeological findings and
eplgraphic evidence supporting its
anthguity. The discovery of
Tamil- il ¢ i|ll inseriptions
from the 2nd ce in Tamil
Naclu and l,.ml«l challenges the
notion that Sanskrit predates
Tamil, Scholars such as Kamil
Zvelebil have highlighted the
richness and antiquity of Tamil
lherary tradition, anguing that it s

Indla’s anci

Over 70% child deaths in India are linked to malnutrition

JohnJ. Kennedy

Professor and Dean,
Christ University,
Bengalu

While sanskrit
deserves its
place in Indias

linguistic
Tandseape, it is
imperative that

other languages
also receive
recognition and
sipport

wonve of the oldest living languages
with an unbroken literary history.

Despite this rich :II\\-rsIIy. there
I5 & perception, wl
entirely unfounded, lh.lllhv
Indlian government privileges
Sanskrit and Hindi over other
languages, As per the 2001 Census,
only 24,821 people reported
Sanskrit as their mother wongue.
While more individuals may study
or use Sanskrit in religious or
academic contexts, its sEatus as a
spoken language
Yet, the governme
wrore for promoting Sanskrit
between 2007 and 2020 compared
to just about 123 crore on Tamil,
This disparity highlights an
imbalance in funding that can
affect the development of other
reghonal languages, Impacting
research, publication, educational
progranumes, and cu
preservation efforts. In fact,
neghecting these languages can
lead to their endangerment,
especially those spoken by
o Ities, Hence, ensuring the
survival and vitality of these
languages requires balanced
support and promotion.

Language supremacy
Antonio Gramsci's theory of
cultural hegemony helps expliin
how language supremacy is
established through cultural a
ideological mea
privileging Sanskrit and Hindi can
e seen as a form of cultural
hegemony, where these linguages
are positioned as superior,
influencing the and social
framework. Despite their rich
histories and lerature, this
dominance marginalises other
languages, Promoting specific
languages over others can be
traced back to colonial and
posteolonial state-building
processes that atmed to unify and
standardise the nation, often
isregarding linguistic diversi

This could erode linguistic
diversity and marginalise speakers
of other languages. Plerre
Bourdiew's idea of cultural capital
suggests that privileging certain
languages provides social and
ceonomibe advantages to thelr
spe + further marginalising
ather Ialucu:uu

Adidressing this biased
approach requires comprehensive
policy reforms, educational
inftiatives, cultural promation,
community engagement, and
technological support. The
government must implement
policies promoting all languages
equally, ensuring representation
i educational curricula,
governmental proceedings, and
prablie maedia, The Natlonal
Education Policy's focus on
mother tongues is a step in the
right direction. Cultural events
and literary programmes
celebrating linguistic diversity
should be encouraged, and
adequate support for publishing
il disseminating literary works
anguages must be provided,
Involving local communities in
preserving and promaoting thelr
languages, creating platforms for
5 rginalised
languages to share their stories
and cultural practices, and
utilising technology to develop
Tanguage learning tools and digital
content in local Linguages are
crucial steps. Equitable
distribution of resources for
promoting all Indian languages is
essential. Language policies
should promote inclusivity and
accessibility, ensuring all
communities can learn and use
thelr native languages alongside
Sanskrit, Educatio
shiould emphasise ingualism.

Language ks not simply a ool
fisr communication; it is i core
part of ones identity. In a country
as diverse as India, privileging
specific | over others can

Robert Phillipson's concept of
linguistic imperialism also applies
here. Privileging Sanskrit and
Himelli in educational institutions,
governmental funethons, and
media relnforees thelr dominance,

create significant cultural and
political issues. By promoting
linguilstic diversity, India can
celebrate its rich linguistic
heritage while ensuring the
development of all its languages.

The cop who landed CPI(M) in a soup

A senior police officer’s meeting with RSS leaclers has put Pinaray in a tight spot

TE OF PLAY

5, Anandan
ananidan, sgvebindu oI

his first term as Kerala
l hief Minister from 2016
1o 2021, Minarayh Vijayan
faced scrutiny for the way he
helmed the Home Ministry,
He drew sharp criticism for
police excesses, extrajudicial
killings, and the indiscrimi-
nate invocation of the draco-
nlan Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (LUAPAY, 1967,

Under fire, the party’s then
State secretary, Kodiyeri Ba.
lakrishnan, who served as the
Kerala Home Minister in the
V.5, Achuthanand. d Cabi-
net in the 200611 period, was
at pains to explain that the ar-
bitrary use of the UAPA by the
police violated the Left Demo:
cratic Front (LDF) govern-
ment's stated policy. There
was blckering within the LDF
that a section of the Stae pol-
fee was genting ‘saffronised’
was working to create dis-
tion  with  the St
povernment.

But Mr. Vijayan's focus in
term was to keep the
e o the police force
high, no matter the barrage of
«charges it faced for rights vio:
lations, custodial torture, and

I
Halfway
through his second term, Mr,
\-'i]a;-.'ll: is under serutiny once

resurfaced  now.,

or police offic:
th tog leaders
uﬂln.- Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (R8S), the ideological
Fountainhead of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (B)F). The contro-
wersy has put the Communist
Party of Imdia (Marxist), which
s still smarting from the LDF's
crushing defeat in the Lok
Sabha elections, in a soup.

Tt cotildin’t have occured at
A more inopportune moment

Desath rates from malnutrition are much higher in low-income countries, where children often donit get the diversity of nutrients

| DATA POINT

Hannah Ritchic
The Hindu Data Team

children under the age of five

l n 2021, in India, 0.7 million
dieed, OF these, 0.5 milllon of

maternal malnutrition. That
means, over T0% of them were
linked to nutritional defickencies.
In the same year, the workd over,
A7 million children under the age
of five died; 2.4 million of those
were attribwted to child and mater-
mal malnutrition,  That means
around 50% of child deaths -
about 200 polnts less than India's
figqures — were linked to nutritional
deficiencies,

In most cases, children don't
die of malnutrition, They die from
comditions that are exacerbuted or
are triggered by it In most cases, it
is a risk factor for premature
th, In Chart 1, we can see how
y child deaths are attributed
to different nutritional risk factors
i India.

By far, the biggest is low birth
welght, which often happens be-
cause the mother is malnourished
o has experienced infectious dis-
cases during pregnancy. After the
first few weeks or months of life,
children are also more vulnerable
1o infection and disease when they
are underwelght or are malnour
ished and don't develop at a
healthy rate. ndreds of thou-
sands die as a result of “wasting’,
which means their mum Is too
low for their
which means they are tuushun I’ur
thedr age.

Death rates from malnutrition
are much higher in lowncome
coul s, where childre
don't get the diversity of nu
they need and where infections
diseases are much more common
In Chart 2, malnutrition deaths
are plotted on the vertical axis and
gross domestle product (6D per
person on the horizontal axis. In
rich countries — on the right of the

M am
K

chart

for the party, which has kick-
started branch-level meetings
in the run-up to its next State
conference and party con-
gress, where an organisational
reshufle is scheduled to take
place. Worse, the panchayat
elections are just around the
comer.

The knives are out in the
LDF, The Communist Party of
Incdiaa (€7D, the second-largest
constivuent of the alliance, has
sought a thorough inve g
tion into the “secret’ n
between M. K. Ajith Kumar, ad-
ditional director general of
police daw and unhr] who Ls
believed w b
dant of Mr.
least two senjor RSS headers,

The Congress alleges that
the meetings were held at the
behest of Mr, Vijayan to “strike
a deal with the RSS," which re-
sulted in the police “deliber-
ately mishandling™ the Thris:
sur Pooram, a massive annual
temple festival, in April. The
disruption of the Poaram, the
Congress argues, helped the
BJP capitalise on the hurt Hin:
du sentiments to post ls first
wlll in a Lok Sabha se

e first salvo against
Kumar was fired by
ched independent
V. Anvar, who un-
til recently enjoyed tremen:
dous support from the CPI(M)
cadres on social media. Whike
the timing of Mr. Anvar's at-

the allegations, ranging from
corruption to criminal deeds,
were not just serious  but
alarming. While a team of of-
fieers supervised by the State
Police chiel was tasked with
investigating the allegations,
the fact that the Chief Minister
allowed Mr. Ajith Kumar to
continue to be in charge of law
and order led 1w questions
about the veracity of the ingui-
ry and Mr. Vijayan's probity.
The issue has made branch
committee  meetings of the
CPICM) modsy, with Mr. Vi
Jayan's silence and perceived
inaction coming under fire,

At stake for the party Is s
avowed posiure as the sole
credible political counterforce
aggainst a rising BIP That claim
has already weakened, as the
CPICM) was forced 1o sack its
central committee member,

E.I Jayarajan, as the convenor
of the Left Front after the par-
y e the nt that

his paolitical indiscretion had
cost the Left dearly in the Lok
Sabha polls, Mr. Jayarajan's
polling day admission of a
meeting with B Kerala in
charge, Prakash Javadekar,
and his Family's controversial
business ties with a firm r
P leader, Rajeey C
drasekhar, led 10 his remova
In the present case, the
moot question is whether the
el Minkster had any inkling
about Mr. Ajith Ku meet-
Ings with senlor RSS leaders
stich as Datatreya Hosabale,
How did he miss the Special
reports on these oo
7

nior police officer :mrsuhu
law and order in a State go-
verned by a Left coalition have
private meetings with RSS ap-
paratchiks? These ane some of
the queries that have been
ralsed by CPIM) leaders in
prlv.l!l' while other LDF con-
and the Opposit

tack raised many ey

organisational

The

FROM THE ARCHIVES

hawve raised them mmll)u It is
for Mr. Vijayan to clear the alr,

7 Pindu,

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 10, 1974

- rates are 20 to 50 tmes

Ford grants Nixon “full, free

lower than in the poorest coun-
tries, on the left. Most malnuer-
tlon deaths occur In Sub-Saharan
Africaand South Asia, BRICS coun-
tries are highlighved in the chart,

Thankfully, fewer children are
dying from malnutrition than a
fiew decades ago, Chart 3 shows
the Institute for Health Metrics
and Evaluation's estimates of the
number of child deaths
trition sine

The workd over, arc
lion deaths were linked to these
risks in 1990, By 2021, this had fal-
Ten to around 2.4 million = a 63%
drop. Improvements In nutrition
have driven some of this decline.
In India, the corresponding drop
wias from 2.4 million to 0.5 million
= i BO% drop,

Progress in tackling infectious
dliseases has also been crucial, Dis-
ease and malmatrition have a bidi-
rectional relationship, This means
that if diseases are less common,
the health risks from being mal-
nourished are also lower, In the
lasst few decades, deaths from diar-
rhoeal diseases have plummeted
thanks o clean water, improve-
imvierits b sanbtation, handwashing.
and better and more widespread
s, Antimalarials and bed-
¢ reduced malaria death
rates. Most children are vaccinated
against wberculosis, and a grow-
ing number are against rotavirus,

Support for mothers and babies
during pregnancy and after birth
Thas also improved. More births are
attended by skilled health work-
ers, which means that when ba-
bies are born with very low birth
welghts,  professional  medical
workers are there to help and
advise,

Tackling the diseases and
Tealth conditions that affect mal-
nourished children ks another way
of reducing the poor health out-
comes of malnutrition, But of

se, improving the nutrition of
andd mothers is crucial,

Hrarssah Ritchde s the depaady editor and
Sctenor outeroch feod ot Our World in Data

- »

Deaths from hunger

Charts were sowrced from an article published in Our World in Data titled “Hadf of all chitd deaths are linked to malnutrition”

Chart iz Number of chitd deaths in India attributed to
various mutritional risk factors

Chart 3: Numbar of child deaths in India attributed to
varlous nutritional risk factors over time (in méllion]
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GOP per eapits

and absolute pardon”

Washingtoa: mited States President, Mr.
Gerald Ford, w-day granted former President,
Mr. Richard Nixon, “a full, free and absolute
pardon” for all "offences against the United
States” during the period of his presidency.
Speaking before newsmen and a single
television camera in his Oval office, Mr. Ford
salel, 1 feel that Richard Nixon and his loved
ones have sulfered enough.” In a formal
statement which he re rd declared;
"My consclence tells me chearly and certainly
thar | eannot prolong the bad deeams that
contimue to reopen a chapter that is closed, My
conschence tells me that only I, as President,
have the constitational power to firmly shut and
seal this book.” Mr. Ford depanted from his
prepared statement to say that the situation Mr.
Mixon found himself in prior to the broad
pardon “threatens his health.” As he read the
statement, Mr. Ford said: “It is common
knowledge that serlous allegations and
accusations hang like a sword over our former
President’s head and threatens his health as he
tries to reshape his life, a great part of which
was spent in the service of this country and by
the mandate of its people.” In explaining the
reasons for his action, which had not been
anticipated at this time, the President said that
miotiths and perhaps years would puass before
M. Nixon could get a fair court trial, The
proclamation granting pardon to Mr, Nixon for
the period from January 20, 1969 until Aug. 9,
1974 = the day Mr. Nixon resigned - was signed
Ty Mr. Ford in the presence of newsmen and
photographers, The action came almost one
mionth to thie day after Mr, Nison resigned the
presidency under the pressure of the Watergate
scandal.

A HUNMDRED YEARS AGO  SEPT. 10, 1924
Boycott propaganda in
Bengal.

Caleunta, Sept. 8: In pursuance of a resolution
adopted by the Bengal Congress Committee
urging the boycott of Britlsh cloths, some 50
volunteers headed by some Swarajist leaders
toelay parsded the Rarrah Bazaar section of the
town in procession singing national songs and
requesting the shopkeepers not o sell British
clothes,

[ ’ [ Ane



Taking TB seriously

Early adoption of the new treatment
regimen is welcome

ime is of the essence in adopting ad-
T vanced technology in medical care,

When medical technology arrives drag:
i its transformative effects are
ie. The Un Health Ministry’s
deciston to introduce the new treatment regimen
for drugresistant tuberculosks hardly a couple of
years after it was recommended by the World
Health Organization (WHO), is a step in the right
direction, Last week, the government approved
the BPaLM regimen comprising four drugs - Be-
dacuiling, Pretomanid, Linezolid and Moxifloxa:
i Is regimen has been pre offer better
outeomes, remarkably shortening the duration of
treatment, and resulting in improvements in
quality of life for persons lving with multidrug:
resistant tuberculosis (MDRTE), which resisis
treatment by isonindd and rifampicin, the two
hitherto frontline drugs in TB treatment. The
mmove makes tremendous sense for a country that
veluntarily set itsell an earlier target for T8 elim:
ination by 2025, llwymsalu‘adnrthv Rlobal tar-
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Regulatory reform stuck in a loop in Health Ministry

the direct control of the Minkstry of
Health and Family Welfare, announced
policy initiatives on three issues: recall
wubdelines, guidelines on good distribution
¥ the use of similar brand-names by
itical companikes for thelr drugs,

Al three measures hawve a direct impact on
public health, Recall guidelines are meant to
swiltly remove drugs that Fall testing n
government laboratories fron 1. The
guidelines on good distribution practices are
mieant to regulate how drugs are stored and
distributed during transit and sale. The measure
against confusing brand names is almed at
preventing prescription errors, wherein wrong
drugs are dispensed to patients causing them
harm.

Unfortunately, these measures either lack the
force of Laiw or are poorly thought through, For
over a decade, we have seen this old wine of
vage guidelines and cautionary letters sold 1o us
In a new boitle, disgulsed as concrete measures.
of reform,

arlier this year, the Drigs Controller
E General of India (DEGH, working under

The 59th report of the PSC
A ool starting point for this discussion is the
'Will report of the Department Related

get under the UN S Develog
Goals, TH elimination means there should be une
der one case of T for a population of 10 lakh,
“Traditional treatments can last up to 20 months,
and entail severe side effects for the patient, The
BPalLM regimen is repuited 1o cure drug resistant
TB i just six months, with a high success rate. It
is particularly significant in this country, because
an estimated 75,000 people living with drug-re-
sistant TH can mow switch to this shorter, cheaper
treatment regimen. This move, expents endorse,
will undoubtedly improve treatment outcomes
ancl help thousancls of patbents,

The government has, admirably, shown a com-
mitment and political will to see the back of T8,
has, over the years, implemented several

Committee on Health &
anlly Welrarr (PSCy which was tabled in 2002, In
this report, which focused on how the natlonal
drug regulator, the Central Drugs Standand
Control Organksation (CDSCO) functions, the PSC
ralsed a host of kssues including the lack of recall
gubdelines, the lack of standards for storage of
drugs and the problem of confusing brand drug
names,

These issues were lagged decades before the
PSC examined them in its 59th report. The lack of
recall guidelines was lagged during a meeting of
the Drugs Consultative Committee (DCC) back in
1976 when State drug controllers realised that
drugs ordered to be withdrawn in one State due
to quality concerns were belng sold in a

measures in abd of this. Shifting from e
al culture and drug sensitivity testing to raphd
modecular tests for diagnosing MDRTE has result-
ed in improved case detection, higher treatment
coverage, better treatment success rates, and fall-
ingg death rades, Extra support (financially, nutri-
tonally and socletally) in the form of the Nickshay
Mitra scheme has also yielded results. India's re-
duction of TB incidence by 16% from 2005 1o 2002
s almost double the pace at which global T8 inci-
dence Is declindig, as per WHO's Global TB Re-
port 2023, Mortality has also reduced by 18% dur-
ingg the same period in India. It was India which
led the way earlier with its Directly Observed
Therapy Short-course programme, revolutionis:
ingg TH care back in the day with supervised admi-
nistration of drugs, Centring its patients, the go-
vernment should not merely follow, but be a
ploneer in diagnosing and treating TE,

Stolen vote

Macrons impulsive decisions are
pushing France into political turmodl

mmanuel Macron, France's centrist Presi-
E called a snap parliamentary election
after the country's far-right Natbon-
al Rally (RN} finlshed first in the European elec:
tlons, Mr, Macron wanted a fresh national man-
ate against the far right. But in the elections,
sl ki1 vwo rouinds in June and July, no party won
amajority (289 seats) with the leftist New Popular
Front (NFP'y emerging as the biggest bloc, with
182 seats, Mr, Macron's Ensemble won 168 seats
ancl the RN finished thind with 143 seats, The NFP
immediaely staked ¢
vernment and even pi
candidate, But after two months of a po
deadlock, Mr, Macron, last week, picked Michel
Barnber, a veteran from the conservative Republi-
can party, which finished fourth in the election
with 46 seats, as the new Prime Minlster, In ef-
fieet, Mr, Macron called the snap election to de
feat the Far right, saw the victory of the lefi-wing
bloc, but appointed a conservative as the Prime
Minister, His decision has angered many French
voters, with tens of thousands of them pouring
into the streets on Saturday to protest against the
“stolen vote”, The NFP, especially its leader Jean-
Lue Mélenchon, has slummed Mr. Macron's *be-
rayal™ of the public mandate,
r. Macron's ratlonale was that he chose “in-
stitutional stability” as most other political blocs
were opposed 1o a leftist forming the govern-
ment. In the current arrangement, Mr. Barnler
would seek to form a minerity government with
support from Mr. Macron's party and indirect
support (through abstention) from the RN, So, i
Mr, Macron ealled the snap elections o defeat the
far-right BN, his pick for the post of the Prime Mi-
mister would be dependent on the far right's mer-
ey to stay in power and push legislatbon through
Parliament. Mr. Macron wants a leader who can
i 4 ity government to serve the French pe-
and Marine Le Pen, the far-right leader,
Prime Minister “who works for RN vo-

" Mr. Barnier, 73, has served in several con
servative cabinets and was the EU's main Brexit
negotiator from 2016-20, His job is to form a go-
vernment that would take Mr. Macron's agends
forward without irking the far right, Whether he
would succeed or not, Mr. Macron's move iself |s
a sledgehammer blow to democracy in France,
His impulsive decisions to push the country into
el ns and then ignore the spirit of the peo:
phe's mandate are not typical of keaders of mature
democracies. By rejecting the winner of the elec:
tion and phcking a Prime Minister who is accepta-
ble for the far right, Mr. Macron is making a
mockery of the people's cholee and also main:
streaming the far right with neo-Nazl roots, He
Thas made a big mistake,

* @D

1 state. The lack of proper standards
for s storage oeru:s especially during
transportation, was Magged by the Supreme Court
of India in 1974, in Swantraf & Ors vs State Of
Mahavashtra, Similarly, the issue of similar brand
names for different dirugs was lagged by the
Courrt in 2000 in Cadila Healtheare Limited v
Cadila Pharmaceuticals Limited.

When the PSC raised these very issues in its
S9th report, it ereated skgnificant pressure on the
Ministry of Health because it demanded follow-up
action. The PSC even published a seathing
“Action Taken Report” the following vear
indicating its unhappiness with the lack of
effective reform by the Minlstry of Health,
Unfortunately, these issues raised by the PSC over
adecade ago are yet 10 be tackled By andd

Dinesh S, Thakur
the co-author of The
Truth Pill: The Myth of

Dvug Regulation in
India’ (2022}

LTS
Prashant Reddy T,
the co-author of ‘The
Truith Pill: The Myth of
Drug Fegulation in
India’ (2023)

Thee policy
Inftkatives of
recall
gubdelines, good
distribution
practices and
the use of

simil
b mes
elther lack the

Toree of law or
are poorly
thought
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have been stuck in a loop at the Minkstry of
Health, sinee the bureaucracy is either unable or
unwilling to tackle these lssues,

Non-binding guidelines in a loop
For example, the most recent drug recall
guidelines announced in August by the DCGI
were In fact first announced in the year 2002 after
thee PSC report was tabled and then again in 2047,
In all three instances, the initiative for drug recall
gubdelines eame from the office of the DCGI,
except that the DCGE lacks the legal power to
make rules that are binding and have the force of
law. Only the Ministey of Health has that power
under the Constitution. As a result, 48 years after
the lack of recall guidelines was first identified a
the DECE, India continues to have these guidelines
‘which cannot be legally enforced and the breach
of which have no legal consequences, It ks no
wonder then that we never hear of action
removing "not of standard quality drsgs’ from the
market.

The story with the guidelines to regulae the
storage of drigs during transit and sale is even
muore depressing. After the PSC report o [lrnpis.ll

tog court in 2001 and the Parlamentary Standing
Committee in 2002, the government did nothing
to fix the problem. After recebving a rap on s
knuckles from the Delhi High Court in 2009, the
government introduced an entirely useless hegal
rutle to address this issue. Instead of creating an
obligation upon the regulator to vet the brand
names before a drg could be marketed, the
Ministry created a rule requiring pharmaceutical
compandes to provide a sel-declaration that their
roposed brand name was not similar to any of
thee existing brand names in the market. In most
other countries, it is the duty of the regulator to
wiet the bramd name, to ensure that it is not
confusing or miskeading from a public health
perspective. It makes no sense to ask the
pharmaceutical industry to selfregulate on this
Issue as evidenced by the large number of
confusing pharma bramd names in India even
after these rules came into force, Earlier this year,
after we wrote about the issue in this daily, the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRCY
Intervened and issued notice to the Ministry of
Health, In response, the Mrectorate General of
Ilmllll Services (DGHS) wrote a letter w the

to adopt good distribution practices gul
formulated by the World Health Organkzation
TWHO) came up for discussion at the meeting of
the DCC i 2003, The proposal at that time was to
make good distribution practices guidelines
legally binding, However, this proposal was
oppased within the DOC because it was felt that it
would be too “difficult o implement™ across the
estimated six lakh retail outlets in the country -
thee DCC likely anticipated pushback from trade
associations of pharmacies since the good
distribution practices guidelines would require
Investments in storage equipment. This
reluctance to make good distribution practices
guidelines mandatory was a dereliction of duty
toward public health because India is a hotand
huamid country, In many parts of lndla, especially
during summer, drugs are guaranteed to degrade
without proper temperature and humidity
controls, In 2009, the GOP guldelines were back
o the DEC'S agenda after a raid at the wholesale
market for medicine at Bhagirath Palace, Kew
Delhi revealed shockingly poor storage practices
for drugs, including vaceines. This time though,
the DG resolved 1o make good distribution
practices guldelines into binding laow. The matver
came up again at a meeting of the Il(:(.t-.ulh-r this

of Trad ks asking b that
wnfusinglradumrlm wiere not registered. The
DGHS completely misses the point that
trademark registration is voluntary, Many
companies do not seek to register their brand
names as a trademark. Even when trademark
applications are filed, the Registrar of Trade
Marks conducts a perfunctory “confusion
analysis™ that does not include a public health
perspective. Brand names should ideally be
serutinised by the regulator for belng misleading
and fanciful from a health perspective,

Breaking the loop

The three reform measures discussed here are
reflective of a consistent keadership failure in the
higher echelons of the Mindstry of Health, Matters
pertaining to drug regulation are meant to be
guided by a joint seeretary heading the Drug
Regulation Section in the Minisiry. This officer,
who usually hails from the All India Services,
holds the post for 3 few years before moving on
to the next posting. She has litle domain
expertise in this area and lacks the institutional
knowdedge that policymaking requires, We
suspect that with every newly appointed joint
secretary, t hl'sv llh's L lllmugll with repeaved

in the

year where the gove e 1 that the
|.1r|( of the bindin; ure of the GDP guidelines
was i problem. However, instead of proceeding
to declare the gubdelines as binding Law, the
government has once again declded to conduct
another round of consultation with stakehobders,
thereby further delaying the impl of

ph:lmmulinﬂ indu.-ilry In each of these
consultations, the trade assoclations of
pharmacies and pharmaceutical companies use
every trick in the book to stall the necessary
action and the bureaucracy uses a familiar

I to stall concrete

WHO standards,
The story with confusing brand names follows
asimilar trajectory, Despite being flagged by the

playbook of repeat ¢
action. We doubt that the loop will be broken
without the direct intervention of the Prime
Minister's Office,

Next Census should be the last enumeration-based one

10 begin conducting the long-delayed

Census exercise and complete the survey
within 18 months, So, realistically, the final
Census report might be available sometime in late
2006 or In 2027, with a roughly 16-year gap since
the last Census of 2001, The COVIDAS pandemic,
however, Is clted as the primary reason for the
dilay in the census,

As per a United Nations report, in the interim,
India surpassed China in population. There have
been significamt changes in the demographics
tod, Hauz Khas, a posh neighbourhood in
southern Delhi with affluent wrbanites, was partly
designated as rural in 2011, for example.

While many people are worried that India has
been operating without proper data for a long
time, in today's world, there remalns a slgnificant
discrepancy between reality and the data
available, even for a decennial census. This
discrepancy is especially noticeable as the
decade-bong gap draws to a close. In actuality, the
decennial format of most censuses was merely a
compulsion because conducting a census isa
mammoth and prohibitively expensive
undertaking.

It certainly makes sense that if census excercises
were conducted more frequently, a numbser of
policies and thelr execution as well as
soctoeconomic and health-related studies, might
be dynamically adjusted by observing the
finclings.

‘ coording to media reports, India is likely

An idea to pursue

For the past few years, this writer has personally
supported "register-based™ and "dynamic™
censueses, which could furnish upto-date census
data whenever needed, The database would be
updated continuously in real-time during a
“dynamic” census, Reportedly, a few years

India was preparing software by which the birth
date of & child will comae into the back end of the
darabase of the Census Register, and after
attalning the age of 18 years, this person would be

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

£

Atanu Blswas
Prolessor of Statistics
at the Indian
Statistical institute,
Kolkata

There are strong
reasons why
Iniliia needs 1o
hawe
‘register-tased”
and “dynamie’
CeNSUSUS

registered as a voter in the voder list from the
Office of the Census Registrar, The name would
be remaoved from the voter list wpon death,

Global trends

This could be a significant leap in the direction of
adynamic database. However, India's next
Census, which will be the nation's first “dighal
census”, may be a complete enumeration. On the
other hand, & number of countries, including
Auistria, Bahrain, Denmark, Finland, Germany,
Greenland, the Netherlands, Singapore, Sweden
and Switzerland, arc currently moving towards
register-based censuses, which produce useful
statistics primarily from government sources
usdigg dlata from varlous administrative registers,
which includes population, tax, employment,
school, hospital records, and data from

i cipalities,

Thissie may bie complemented by some
well-planned small-scale sample surveys such as
those conducted in Switserland with 5%10% of
the population. Even the United States and the
United Kingdom are moving towards
register-based censuses, Unsurprisingly, such a
census exercise will be costeflective too, For
instance, the cost of the 2001 Census in Austria
wans €72 million. However when the

the Office for National Statistics in the UK. has
recently begun 1o gather more data - reliable
data, of course - even from private companles.
Examples of this include data collected from
supermarket scanners and data on cars and
trains from Auto Trader and the Rall Delivery
Groups. Notably, India already has an
Aadhaar-centric database, unlike the UK., And,
reportedly, a few years back, the Home Minister
asked officlals to devise a straegy 1o menge the
voter card, Aadhaar card, and other databases
into the Census database,

Database integration

However, combining many registers is never a
simple operation. Even though it has been
increasingly eustomary in India recently 1o
Integrate databases such as Aadhaar, PAN, voter
113, bank aceounts, and mobile numbiers, it is still
a mammoth task to solve the jigsaw puzle and to
build up the “elephant™ by correctly assembling
different types of “registers™. However, | believe

the natien has suficlent expertise to accomplish
that, And, by using the administrative data of
vanrious available registers instead, thousands of

erores of rupees can be saved,
A census serves as a valuable repository of data
pmnlnl:u I:n mri:-usl economic endeavours,
I

register-based approach was impl lin
2001, the cost fell o €10 million.

Thee United Kingdom government declared in
2014 that statistics derived from more frequent
and timely administrative data will take the place
of the decennial census after 2021, In place of the
customary questionnaire-based approach, the
UK, will harvest the data people leave behind in
thelr everyday lives, At the ' the Royal
Statistical Soclety's executive director sakd the
U.K. gover Thad “made the right call®. Itis
actually a “dynamic register-based census®,
meaning it every pertinent soclal, economic,
and demoggraphic activity and event in people's
lives is constantly added to the census database,

Further, in order to produce its official figures,

and lieracy rates,
Honisirg and llnmesllt facilivies, urbandsation,
migration, mortality, fertility, religion, linguage,
and additional socio-economic, cultural, and
demographic information. It is unclear if our
intended method will be able to update data on
the majority of these aspects in real time.
Naturally, if any data is lacking, it can be updated
on a regular basis by properly conducting
surveys, perhaps on a small scale.

Overall, such an exercise might usher inan era
of dynamic, continuous censuses, And the
greatest legacy of digial India might be that, ifi
can be implemented. Let the upeoming Census
bee Inalia’s last complete enumeration-based
CETISUS,

Tackling TB burden. In the past 40 years, | Drug giants are not | transparency in reporting Even allergic rashes may for quick screening.

It Is reassuring that India there have been only three interested in investing the first case of mpox inthe | cause alarm, As this virus By, V. Purushothaman,

has firnally acted in the TB new drug intreductions for money unbess they are sure | country, especially the shares an antigenic Chennal

fight with the Health T and Pretomanid is one of long-term harvesting. country from which the relationship with the

Ministry approving a new among them. Giant pharma | This data would have made | affected person travelled smallpox virus and a Manipur erisis

BPaLM trmtmen! tqume for | companies do not seem to the news report more recently. Though there isan | majority of the adults in It is shocking that the
sistant TB. This | be rhing budgets for comprehensive, “assurance’ that the case is India were vaccinated till EOVemment seems

combination s in use for discovering new antiblotics | TK, Prakash, not a matter of undue 1975, it may possibly nonchalant about restoring

the past two years or more or chemical antimicrobial Kochi, Kerala concem, its severity among, provide herd immunity by peace in Manipur, How long,

the world over. India is agents because of the children in countries such cross protection, Labs will the region burn?

among the top five nations intractable problem of Mpox case in India as Congo will be of concem should be equipped with P Sriram,

with the highest disease antimicrobial resistance, There should be among the general public. reagents for PCR diagnosis Chennal
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ﬂperfast studies of photoelectric
t reveal the secrets of matter

Researchers are breathi

of proteins and viruses, gaining a deeper understanding of biochemical rea

van Mukunth

or all his work in transforming

our uncl.w-laurllm., of gravity

and spacetime, Albert Einstein

wan his sole Nobel Prize for
something else: explaining the
photoclectric effect.

In the early 20th century, physicists
found that when a metal is irradiated with
light, it emits some electrons.

Curiously, they found the emitted
electrons’ kinetie energy depended on
the incoming rays' frequency, not
intensity.

In 1905, Einstein explained the effect
by proposing that light is made of
particles called photons. When a photon
possesses more energy than some
threshald, it is able o kick an electron in
the metal out.
his effect is at the heart of solar
power: solar cells are specially engineered
materials whose electrons can be
knecked out by the photon sunlight.
The electrons are made to Aow through a
wire o produce an electric current,

Understanding the photoelectric effect
better could help us make new, more
efficient solar cells and shed more light on
the physics that produces the effect.
Because it involves the material's
electronic properties, its clear theoretical
understanding means physicists can use it
1o reveal subatomic features that are
inaceessible to other probes,

M ated by these oppoertunities and
advances in electronics and optics in the
post-war era, physicists took their studies
1o mew highs in the 20th century.

A fleeting light

One important tool to study the
photoelectric effect has been the
ultrashort light pulse. Just last year, three
physicists won the physics Nobel Prize for
their contributions to developing such
pulses,

A simple analogy illustrates their
usefulness. The quality of images
captured by a camera depends, among
other things, on the amount of time for
which a photosensitive surface is exposed

image of t 3

exposure need.s to be shorter than :I:e

ken for a wing to move by a short
If the exposure is longer, the

Il look blurred.

rly, phiysicists try to produce very

short pulses of light that illuminate an

atom or & molecule while a sensitive

camera is pointed at it.

The shorter the pulse, the more
short-lived events the camera can
capture. Physicists found they could study
the physics of some heavy atomic nuclei
using femtosecond pulses of light. One
fentosecond is just 10°° seconds.

Last year's Nobel Laureates developed a
waly to generate attosecond pulses — each
pulse is around 10 seconds long —
required to study electrons, which move
around faster.

Designing molecules

In the last decade, researchers have used
attesecond pulses to study the
photoelectric effect at shorter and shorer
timescales, One focus area has been the
photoicnisation delay: the time lapsed
between some reference event and when

sicists from Germany wrote in a 2016
review in Plysics:

“The length of ionisation delays
provides important information on the
electronic structure of matter. These
delays arise from the interactions of
electrons with their environment,
typically in the form of a potential
representing the molecule’s electronic
structure. Measuring such delays can thus
shed light on the details of the potentials
in which electrons move, which can help
us develop and validate theoretical
maodels for molecules. Such advances
could ultimately open the door 1o
controlling matter at its most
fundamental level, enabling scientists to
design molecules with desired electronic
behaviour”

For example, in 2010, Ferenc Krausz
one of the 2023 laureates = led a wam
that discovered a 20-attosecond delay
between two electrons leaving two close
energy levels in a neon atom, rather than
leaving at the same time as expected.
Researchers from the Autonomous.

i v of Madrid reported on June 20
ar that the assumption that an
muchens is w0 show-maoving
compared to its electrons for nuclear
effects to matter is not well-founded.
Instead, they found the nucleus’s motion
few attoseconds could
“substantially increase” the
photolonisation delay of electrons leaving
(=]

K

Solar cedls are materiats whose electrons can be knocked out by the photons in sunlight. The elactrons are made to flow theough a wire to produce an electric

rnew life into a phenomenon we thought we had the measure of a century ago. They are paving the way for better imaging
ions. and choosing new materials for next-generation electronics

current. Understanding the photoelectric effect better could bilp us make new, mone efficient solar cells.. rEUTERS

an atom in an He molecule.

In a newer study published on August
21, researchers from the SLAC National
Accelerator Laboratory, California,
reported an unexpectedly large delay in
the photoemission of electrons from
oxygen and nitrogen atoms in nitric oxide
(NOY molecules.

The team’s innovation included
building a device that could produce
photons with the energy required to
knock off core electrons, Le., non-valence
electrons that don't part icipate in
chemical reactions,
attosecond-phy

“Our work.
the photoemission delay in the Xoray
regime, Previous pioneering experiments
have measured the photoemission del
in the ultraviolet regime, but not the ¢

eract with matter,
¢ is the removal
a core-level electron,” SLAC physicists and
three onhr result’s coauthors, James

e, e in an email to The Hindu,
‘L Ilrauuk.: light, on the other hand, only
has enough photon energy to release the
less weakly bound electrons.”

They found core electrons in oxygen
were emitted up 1o 700 attoseconds after
their counterparts in nitrogen, rather
than emerging at the same time, Their
paper attributed this delay to “several
contributions,” including a leaving
electron being ‘trapped’ by a potential
energy barrier in the molecule called a
shape resonance, by colliding with
another electron ejected by the atom -
called the Auger-Meitner electron =, and
“multi-electron seattering effects™

Mountains in the way

The results echo those of a 2016 study in
which another research group examined
photolonisation delays in water and
nitrous oxide (N20) molecules. The

The length of fonisation delays
prowides impont
electronic structure of matter. These
dedays arise from the interactions of
electrons with thelr environment,
*form ol a potential

he molecule’s electronic

structure

researchers wrote in their paper: “In the
20, OUr MEASUREMEnNts ... fev eal
ngly large delays reaching up to
160 attoseconds... In contrast, delays
measured at the same photon energies in
H:0 all lie below 50 attoseconds in
magnitude.”

Based on complicated modelling and
analysis, they were able to attribute the
delay in N0 to a barrier imposed by the
shape resonance.

The constituents of a molecule of nitric
oxide or nitrous oxide exert electric and
magnetic fields depending on their
charges, An electron knocked out by the
photoelectric effect needs to pass through
these fields before it can completely exit
the molecule. Sometimes, however, the
electron may not have enowugh potential
energy 1o overcome them and becomes
trapped = like a tired hiker being
surrounded by mountains.

A shape resonance occurs when the
electron’s wavelength is comparable to
the size over which the trapping potential
is spread. If their energies are comparable
as well, the electron is likely to be trapped
for longer, resonating with the trapping
potential.

The electron can escape by acquiring
more energy o sunmount the mountains
or if the trapping potential decays by
some other means. Quantum physics akso

Core electrons ionised from nitrogen (blue) and cooygen UNJ atoms experience different trajectories in

the melecular patential, resulti a relative

iy, AR 1ETHYL

allows the electron a small but non-ero
chance of tunnelling through the barrier.
In every case, the result is a delay in the
maolecule's photoionisation.

“The photoemission dela
in the Xeray regim
than [in] this previous measurem
trio sakd of the 2016 paper.

“This is a result of a few effects.” One is
that they used nitric oxide whereas the
older experiment used nitrous oxide,
“and the photoemission delay is very
sensitive 1o molecular stnscture.” Another
is because “the electrons involved in Xeray
photoonisation are particularly highly
correlated, and we have found that everall
this results in larger photoemission
delays.”

A third reason is the Auger-Meitner
effect. When a core-Jevel ebectron is
removed from an atom, a higher energy
electron may drop down and fill this
vacancy, Its excess energy is ransferred
toa valence electron that exits the atom
x5 the Auger-Meitner electron. When
these electrons “caught up with the
electrons whose delay we were
measuring, they dragged the electrons
back a lintle and increased the
photoemission delay some more.”

we ohserve

“Could not have imagined’

According to Cryan, Marinelli, and Driver,
their new work “furthers our
fundamental understanding of
Xeray-matter interactions, which are
particularly interesting for a few reasons.
One notable reason is that the core
electrons released by N-ray
photobonisation have strong interactions
with the other electrons in the molecule.”

These interactions “are relevant in
many applications, including the imaging
of proteins and viruses that takes place
right here at SLAC, and around the world
at synchrotrons and X-ray free-electron
lasers,” they added.

“In making these measurements, we
are also developing new experimental
methods to probe electron correlation in
real-world systems. Electron correlation is
critical for defining and wuning the
fundamental properties nl'm.nh: . .m.d a

better understanding of thi
phenomenon will ultimately help us gain
adeeper understanding of important
biochemical reactions and choose new
materials for next-generation electron

As the trio pu S
research we perform is basie, "blue-sky”
science, powered by the conviction
which is backed up by ample historical
evidence  that st ng
behaviour of the universe reliably
produces practical applications, which we
could not ha
the research.”

(The author thanks Adhip Agarwala,
assistant professor of physics at T Kanpur,
Jor bis feedback.)

AGSIV-F14 camying a INSAT-3D5 satellite lifts off
from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre
(S@SC-SHAR) in Sriharikota, February 17, P

Why do
rockets
require
helium?

Reuters

Twi NASA astronauts aboard Boeing's
Starliner will stay on the International
Space Station for months because of a
faulty propulsion system whose problems
included helium leaks. Back on Earth,
SpaceX’s Polaris Dawn mi
delayed because of helium is
ground equipment.

Boeing’s Starliner spacecraft landed
uncrewed in a New Mexico desert late on
Friday.
Past missions that have been affected
¢ pesky helium leaks include 1ISRO
Chandrayaan 2 and ESA's Ariane 5.

Helium is inert - it doesn’t react with
other substances or combust - and it
the second lightest element after
Iydrogen.

Rockets need to achieve qpﬂ'iﬂr; speeds
and altitudes to reach and maintain orbit.

A heavier rocket requires more energy,
increasing fuel consumption while also
needing more powerful engines, which
are more expensive to develop, test, and
maintain.

Helium also has a very low boiling
point (268.9 °C), :lllmu'lq: it to remain a
gas even in super-cold environments, an
important feature because many rocket
fuels are stored around that temperature.

The gas is also non-oxic, but if
breathed, it will displace the oxygen
humans need for respiration.

Helium is used to pressurise fuel tanks,
ensuring fuel flows to the rocket's engines
without imterruption, and for cooling
systems.

As fuel and oxidiser are burned in the

Helium has a very low boiling
point_(-:268.9 “C), allowing it to
remain a gas even in super-cold
environments, an important
feature because rocket fuels are
stored around that temperature

rocket’s engines, helium fills the resulting
empty space in the tanks, maintaining the
overall pressure inside.

Because it is non-reactive, it can safely
mingle with the tanks’ residual contents.

Helium's low density means its atoms
can escape through small gaps or seals in
storage tanks and fuel systems.

But because there is very litthe helium
in the Earth’s atmosphere, leaks can be
easily detected, making the gas important
for spotting potential faults in a rocket or
spacecraft.

In May, hours before Boeing’s Starliner
spacecraft made ar | antemmpt to
launch its first astronaut crew, tiny

small hL]lum rak
thrusters that NASA spent several days
analysing before deeming it low-risk.

Additional leaks were detected in space
after Starliner launched in June,
contributing to NASAs decision to bring
Starliner back to the sarth without its
crew.

The frequency of helium leaks across
space-related systems, some engineers
say, have highlighted an industry-wide
need to improve valve design and fitting.

Some rocket launches have
experimented with argon and nitrogen,
which are also inert and can sometimes
be cheaper. Helium, however, is much
more prevalent inthe industry.

Europe’s new Ariane 6 rocket switched
helium for a novel pressurisation system
that converts a small portion of its liquid
osygen and hydrogen propellamts to gas,
which then pressurises those fluids for
the engine,

But that system failed in space during
the final phase of the rocket's otherwis
successful debut launch in July.
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