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Crowd of confusion

The polls may settle the churn in
Maharashtra politics
! mix of national and regional issues are in

focus as campaigning intensifies for the
Maharashtra Assembly election of No-
vember 20, Personality clashes and the sectional
interests of leaders and outfits are also at play in
the State, that has seen considerable political
churn since the last Assemnbly election five vears
ago. Key political actors are trying to make sense
of the new landscape and shape it to their advan-
tage, as was evident at The Hindu's conclave in
Mumbai that brought them all together this
week, While the Bharatiya Janata Party (B]F) and
the Congress are concentrating on national top-
ics, the regiomal parties, particularly the two fac-
tions of the Shiv Sena and the Nationalist Con-
gress Party, are more focused on regional issues,
In a speech on Friday, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi raised Kashmir, accusing the Congress of
echoing Pakistan's view. He said the Congress,
which has the demand for a nationwide caste
census as a central piece of its current politics,
was creating a caste division. There is competi-
tive welfarism at play between the ruling Mahay-
wti and the opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
Sena leader Uddhav Thackeray has alleged that
the EJF was undermining the State's interests in
development projects and private investments.
The MVA's gains in the 2024 general election
were largely based on a national narrative suchas
progecting caste-based reservation and the Con-
stitution. The Assembly election imvolves con-
tests in 288 seats, and the BIP-led Mahayuti has
the adwantage of a national narrative and the ca-
pacity to organise ground campaigning. Caste dy-
namics also could play out differently. The MVA
is seen as a Maratha-dominated platform, while
the BJP has room for accommodating a wider
coalition of communities. All parties are invoking
Shahu Maharaj, Jyotiba Phule and Babasaheb
Ambedkar, iconic figures revered in Maharash-
tra, but with their individual twists. The BJP"s
campaign touches on caste justice by subtly chal-
lenging Maratha dominance and loudly proclaim-
ing Hindu unity. The party is fielding Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath as a star
campaigner, while its partner Ajit Pawar has de-
clared fealty to secularism as a guiding principle.
Appeals to regionalism are a double-edged sword
as Maharashtra is home to migrant populations
from several States. The changing demography
could reshape the politics of Maharashtra in the
decades ahead. The polity is fragmented across
six major parties in the two opposing coalitions.
Additionally, numerous rebel candidates of all
parties are in the fray. The ongoing campaign is a
reflection of confusion and contradictions; the
results may begin to settle the churn.

The Musi’s clean-up

The revitalisation plan’ flows away from
fixing the issue of severe pollution

‘oon after winning the 2023 Assembly elec:
tions and becoming the first Congress
Chief Minister of Telangana, A. Revanth
Reddy proposed an ambitious plan to redevelop
Hyiderabad's Musi riverfront, with high rises, pro-
menades, shopping complexes, and multiple
bridges, in an attempt to replicate London's
Thames riverfront. But much like Chennai's
Cooum, Kolkata's Hooghly and Delhi's Yamuna,
the Musi meanders through what was once the
heart of Hyderabad; the ugly centre of an urhan
sprawl. Like most rivers in India’s urban agglom-
erations, and indeed globally, the MLISl has for
long been the city's cesspool, carrying about
2,000 million litres of sewage a day, over GO% of
which is untreated. There is also a large volume
of industrial effluents flowing into the Musi,
mainly from the city’s bustling generic drug in-
dustry, making the river tocic. Yet, about one
lakh people live along the riverbanks, some of
them on parts of a dry riverbed and others on the
flood plains, called the buffer zone that stretches
about 50 metres on either side of the river. They
have lived there for generations. And many more
downstream depend on the river for farming.
Therefore, it was unsurprising that Mr. Reddy
would face stiff resistance from the evictees when
the government began demaolishing 15,000-0dd
structures, mostly houses, on October 1, along
what is colloquially called the Odd City — the part
of Hyderabad where the iconic Charminar is lo-
cated. This area is home to many of the city’s
blue-collar workforce — ragpickers, and conser-
vancy and construction workers, several of
whom have long held land titles, power connec:
tions and have even been paying taxes. The go-
vernment had proposed a rehabilitation plan of
high-rises for the evictees, but these were in far
flung places, affecting livelihoods. This is not a
new phenomenon in India. This was seen in
Chennai following the tsunami in 2004, when the
government sought to rehabilitate several fisher-
men communities who have lived for generations
along the coast. But even before this, there have
been attempts to evict those living along the
Adyar river that runs through Chennai. However,
the problem with such beautification plans, in-
chuding the Musi's, is that they are executed with-
out consulting those who would be most affect.
ed. While Mr. Reddy's government says it was
done, the evictees disagree. Moreover, the 'Tevi-
ralisation plan’, as the government likes to call it,
is a cosmetic change — the eyesore disappears in
the hope that it is replaced with a romanticised ri-
verfront bustling with commercial activity. But it
has not addressed the elephant in the room: per-
manently fixing the Musi's sources of pollution
from chemical effluents and untreated sewage.

The BRICS journey — gaining heft while in transition

ow things change within a year.

Russia's President Viadimir Putin

made only a brief digital appearance

at the BRICS 2023 summit in
Johanneshurg, despite host South Africa’s
decision to provide him diplomatic immunity
against an ICC-issued arrest warrant linked to the
Ukraine war. As the host and Chair of the summit
this year, Mr. Putin dominated the show. The
three-day summit pushed news about the
ongoing conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia to the
back pages.

Survival and a rejuvenation

The summit in Kazan, Russia (October 22:24,
2024) was the sixteenth in a series that began in
2009, Only four countries — Brazil, Russia, India
and China - participated in the first two summits.
South Africa joined the growp at the third summit
in 2011, giving it its present name, BRICS. The first
decade recorded several accomplishments, but
the second decade began on a difficult note. The
outhreak of COVIDHS put China on the defensive;
then the bloody clash between Chinese and
Indian troops in the Galwan Valley in June 2020
brought ties between two member-states to a new
low; fimally, Russia®s imvasion of Ukraine in
February 2022 triggered Moscow's confrontation
with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. All
this made the grouping vulnerable.

Yet, it survived and showed signs of
rejuvenation. The 15th summit's decision on
expansion led to five new members: Saudi
‘Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Iran, Egypt,
and Ethiopia. A disclosure by Mr. Putin that 34
more nations are desirous of joining the grouping
signifies that BRICS is headed upwards,
Post-summit, the Russian projection was that this
#rouping represents the *Global Majority.!

This transition trajectory needs to be factored
in while assessing the outcomes of the Kazan
summit and their broad implications for the
world. BRICS does not strive to create a new
world order. It just wants to reform the present
«one so that it works for everyone. The grouping is
driven by “the BRICS spirit™, which is imbued
‘with eight specific characteristics: mutual respect
and understanding; sovereign equality; solidarity;
democracy; openness; inclusiveness;
collabaration, and consensus. It is committed o
prometing intra-BRICS cooperation under three
werticals: political and security; economic and
financial, and cultural and people-to-people

initially a grouping of emerging
economies, is now primarily a platform for
Emerging Markets and Developing Countries
(EMDCs). It is & combined grouping of the east
and the south, fuxtaposed to the Global North,
There are notable anti-western tendencies within
the BRICS, but its moderate members are
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committed to safeguarding its non-western

Pushing for comprehensive United Nations
reform, the grouping devised at Johannesburg a
«careful formulation to support the aspirations of
countries from Africa, Asia and Latin America,
“including the BRICS countries” {meaning India,
Erazil and South Africa) to play a more significant
role in the UN, indluding its Security Council. This
remained unchanged at Kazan; no further
improvement was registered in favour of the
three aspirants. None was expected as China's
reluctance to go beyond this formula is an open
secret.

Another significant element was the grouping's
cll for the elimination of unilateral econamic
sanctions. It depicts them as unil,

people-to-people exchanges for social and
economic development. Cooperation imvolving
spaorts, culture, parliaments, civil society,
business, and think tanks could have a beneficial
long-term impact.

Finally, a crucial decision related to the
[Erouping’s expansion. The outreach session was
held on the last day, with the participation of 34
states. Having approved the guidelines and
criteria, 2 new category of ‘partner state” was
created. Thirteen countries have been invited to
join the grouping as partner states. Latin
America: Cuba and Bolivia; Eurasia: Belarus and
Tiirkiye; Africa: Algeria, Nigeria, and Uganda;
Southeast Asia: Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand,
and Vietnam; and Central Asia: Kazakhstan and
Uzheki CIEarly the third expansion will

aptly highlighting that they are contrary to
international law and have far-reaching
implications for human rights.

“Verticals and their focus

‘On the first vertical relating to peace and security,
the summit focused on the conflict in West Asia,
to which several paragraphs were devoted in the
declaration. Paragraph 30 has scathing criticism
for lsrael’s actions without any reference to the
‘Dctober 7 terrorist attack by Hamas. The
grouping has called for an immediate and
comprehensive ceasefire, unconditional release
«of all hostages, and the establishment of an
independent ‘State of Palestine”. Israel, whose
military dominance of the region continues, was
not impressed. Its response came in the form of a
direct air attack on Iran, a member of BRICS.

With Russia as the chair of BRICS, the grouping
said much less about the continuing war in
Ukraine. Members were content with reiterating
their mational positions and calling for the end of
war through dialogue and diplomacy while
underlining the need to address “the root causes™
of conflicts,

On the second vertical of economic and
financial cooperation, the common currency
issue received maximum attention. The decision
taken was along expected lines. The use of local
‘currencies in financial transactions between
BRICS countries and their trading partners will be
facilitated further. However, the issue of deeper
financial and banking cooperation will continue
to be studied by the Finance ministries of the
member-states.

With Saudi Arabia still hesitant about joining
ERICS fully, initial expectations of a massive
«capital injection into the New Development Bank
remain unfulfilled. Therefore, the leaders
restricted themselves to suggesting further
improvement in the bank’s workings and
expressing their commitment to develop it into “a
new type of MDB in the Zst century.”

The third vertical aims to strengthen

further augment the BRICS family’s share of the
wrld population, international trade and GDP.
Between now and the next summit in Brazil in
2025, most of these states may be included as
partners, but they are expected to clamour for
their early elevation as full members. Hence, the
transition may continue for some more time.

From India’s lens

From India's perspective, BRICS figures among
the top six plurilateral groupings today — G20,
Quad, BRICS, BIMSTEC (The Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation), G-7 (where India has a
nearly permanent goest status), and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SC0). BRICS helps
India to promote multipolarity in the world,
exercise its strategic autonomy, deepen its
relations with Russia, and effectively advocate the
interests and agenda of the Global South. In
addition, the latest summit served as a useful
platform for the first meeting in abowt five years
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi [inping. Bilateral negotiations
resulted in an agreement on border patrolling

arr ts and d Hence, this
meeting, held on the summit’s sidelines, heralded
the beginning of a rapprochement between New
Delhi and Beijing. As China-India relations
improve, the strategic space for India to deal with
its western partners may also expand.

India attaches a high degree of importance to
making BRICS an effective instrument for
international cooperation. This nation has made a
tangible contribution in this direction and is
eager to continue doing so. Initial caution over
expansion has now been replaced by a sober
calculation that increased membership, if
handled properly, will enhance the influence of
this plurilateral grouping. Above all, BRICS allows
India to serve as a bridge between the west and
the east and between the north and the south,
thus turning New Delhi into a geopolitical sweet
spat today.

Staying cool, but with clean tech, global collaborations

n 4 rapidly warming world, cooling is not

merely a luxury but a necessity, especially

for vulnerable populations. International
cooperation on dean energy and cooling
solutions is a crucial step toward addressing the
climate crisis. On September 21, 2024, the Quad
nations {Australia, India, Japan, and the United
States) issued the Wilmington Declaration, which
underscores the Quad’s commitment to
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building resilient and secure global dean energy
supply chains, placing a special emphasis on
clean cooling technologies. Both statements
highlight the urgent need to deploy affordable
and energy-efficient cooling systems in
climatevulnerable regions while advancing global
climate goals.

India's leadership in these efforts is
particularly noteworthy. As part of the Quad's
clean energy initiatives, India has pledged
significant investments in solar and cooling
infrastructure across the Indo-Pacific region.
Along with the U.5. and India's joint plan o
expand manufacturing capacities for
high-efficiency air-conditioners and ceiling fans,
these developments could significantly reduce
the climate impact of cooling systems.

Cooling-related emissions
The broader relevance of these international
efforts can be seen through the lens of the
Montreal Protocol and its Kigali Amendment
(2016}, which already set a precedent for
collective global sction on cooling-related
emissions. As global temperatures rise, increasing
demand for cooling makes it imperative for the
world to adopt the lessons of these frameworks,
reducing harmful emissions while transitioning to
sustainable alternatives.

The Kigali Amendment expanded its scope to
target hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), potent
greenhouse gases used in cooling appliances. Left

International
cooperation on
clean energy
and cooling
solutions is
another crucial
step in
addressing the
climate crisis

unchecked, HFCs could contribute to 0.52°C of
warming by 2100, Maximising the Kigali
Amendment’s impact requires aligning the HFC
phase-down with energy efficiency
improvements. More efficient cooling systems
could deliver about two-thirds of wotal
greenhouse gas reductions by cutting electricity
consumption. This would reduce emissions,
lower air pollution from fossil fuel power plants,

20%-25% reduction in cooling demand, 25-40% in
energy consumption, and a shift to low-global
warming potential (GWP) refrigerants,
demonstrating leadership in climate-friendly
cooling. A mission-mode approach is needed to
tackle these challenges. A national mission for
sustainahle cooling would require focused
leadership, cross-sectoral collaboration, and
coordinated efforts across ministries. Establishing

and save costs for manufacturers and
Climate change has heightened two critical
threats related to Duullng the indirect emissions
from inefficient air-conditioning and refrigeration
systems powered by fossil fuels, and the direct
emissions from harmful refrigerants. However,
many countries still lack integrated energy
efficiency and refrigerant standards.
High-efficiency air conditioners using
climate-friendly refrigerants are available, but
inefficient models using outdated refrigerants still
dominate many markets. Without stronger
regulations, developing nations risk becoming
dumping grounds for these inefficient appliances,
exacerbating climate and energy challenges.

Having a mission-mode approach
In 2024, parts of India experienced temperatures
over 50°C, underscoring the need for cooling to
ensure thermal comfort, preserve food, medical
supplies, and industrial processes. India, one of
the most climatevulnerable nations, faces
increasingly severe heatwaves that endanger
millions. By 2030, an estimated 160 million to
200 million Indians could face deadly heatwaves
annually. The country’s workforce, heavily
exposed to extreme heat, risks significant
declines in productivity, health, and food
security. Cooling demand is expected to surge,
with air conditioner sales rising 16% for every
degree over 30°C. By 2050, India may have the
world's highest cooling demand, with over 114
billion air conditioners in use.
India ratified the Kigali Amendment in 200,
committing to reduce HFCs by 85% by 2047. The
India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP) targets a

an int al working group, planning a
launch event, and allocating an initial budget are
essential. National capacity-building initiatives
and dedicated budget lines must follow for

longterm success.

COP29 and the momentum of COP2Z8
International commitments to clean energy
cooling are encouraging, but technologies must
remain al[nn:ld.l:lle The LS. ]rn:lla partnership and

local mdnut«u:tumg of high-efhidency cooling
systermns. The challenge is in ensuring equitable
access, particularly in developing regions where
cooling needs are the greatest, Rising global
temperatures require scaling up energy-efficient
solutions without straining fragile electricity grids
or leaving vulnerable populations behind.

India’s proactive approach to cooling
challenges, especially through the ICAP, positions
it as a global leader in sustainable cooling. The
COUNETY can protect its population from heat
while leading the global fight against dimate
change, ensuring thermal comfort for all.

At COP28 (Dubai), 63 countries pledged to
reduce cooling emissions by 68% by 2050. The
Global Cooling Pledge, though non-binding,
could provide cooling aceess to 3.5 hillion people
by 2050 and save 517 trillion in energy costs.
However, global action must accelerate to make
this a reality. COP29 must build on the
momentum of COP28 by expanding cooling
commitments. This includes increasing
participation in the Global Cooling Medge and
enhancing partnerships across sectors and
nations.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Air quality management
There is no doubt that
'stubble burning’ by farmers
in some northern States
adwersely affects the air
quality in these areas,
including the National
Capital Territory. Itis also a
situation where the
Supreme Court of India has
‘to repeatedly issue orders
to try and address the issue.

those who carmy out

But one is not quite sure if
the Cowrt intended to solve
the prablam only by fining

burning. It also keads one to
think that there are no
scientific alternatives other
than punishing farmers. Itis
for agriculture scientists and
planners in the government
to find methods, other than
burning, to dispose of the

stubble, safeguard the
financial interests of
farmers, and, finally,
safeguard the health

early stages, but there could
be several factors
influencing the country’s
chances. India’s investment

interests of the general in sports infrastructure
public. would demonstrate its
P.RN. Raja, commitment to hosting

Pandalam, Kerala

Olympic Games bid
India’s bid to host the 2036
Olympics is still in its very

international events.
Collaboration with other
countries, such as France, to
exchange expertise is also a
positive influence. India’s

proposal to include unigue
dizciplines could help.
Kolluru Raju,

Heainada, Andhea Pradesh

India's expression of interest
may seam wekcome in
leaping with its aspiration
to becomne 'developed’ by
2047, However, the huge stage.
costs excluding investments
in urban and transportation

infrastructure and the slew
of abandoned and
overgrown venues after the
games are held, serve as
reminders of catastrophic
financial mismanagement
due to poor long-term
planning. India can ill-afford
such huge spending at this

Dr. Thomas Palacaren,
Wellore, Tamil Nadu
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Michit Pandey's family and well-wishers protest in Lucknow, demanding compensation for his death and strict action against the palice, Photo: Special
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In the name of the law

In October, at least two families in ULP. alleged that one of their members had died due to custodial torture. In
the last few years, the government has been pushing for iough measures to maintain law and order. This has

emboldened the police and is allegedly leading to torture and deaths in custody,

UTTAR PRADESH

apeshwari Devi recounts the night of
October 25 with sadness and anger,
Her son, Mohit Pandey, 32, had got in-
to @ minor dispute with their neigh-
hour, Adesh Kumar, over a few thousand rupees.
At T pom., the police arrived and whisked Mohit
away to the Chinhat police station in Lucknow,

Mohit, a manufacturer and supplier of school
unitorms, had been detained for ‘breaching the
peace’ under Section 352 of the Bharativa Nyay
Sahita (BNS), according to the police. When his
brother, $hobha Ram Pandey, went to the police
station to enguire about Mohit, he was also de-
tained, for being intoodcated.

The next day, a CCTV video, allegedly from the
lesck-up at Chinhat police station, appeared in the
public domain. It showed a man, who relatives
say is Mohit, crumpled on the loor. Seven other
inmates, including his brother, were seen rub-
hing his shoulders and shouting for help. At the
end of the 77-second video, the inmates beg the
prolice fior help and Shobha Ram hands a bottle of
water to his brother.

Later that day, Devi's phone rang, "The
caller told me that Mohit had been sent to
Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital as his health
had deteriorated,” she says, her eyes welling

upr. Devi rushed to the hospital only to learn
that her son was no more.

The medical staff and the police appa-
rently told her that the chief medical supe-
rintendent of the hospital, Vikram Singh,

had confirmed that Mohit had been brought
dead around 3 pam.

Dhevi was shocked. “They killed him, and for
what? Over such a minor issue," she says.

Mohit is survived by his mother, wife, and
three children. His family staged a protest out-
side the hospital for two days, claiming that the
paolice had beaten him up, which had led o his
death, They said that the police tweok him to hos-
pital so0 that the torture that he faced in custody
would never be known.

Shobha Ram, who was released the day Mohit
died, describes the police station as “filthy” and
says they were treated badly. “When | asked for
water, the police did not give it to us. They
abused us. Mohit's health deteriorated that
night,” he recalls. Shobha Ram alleges that his
brother died due to custodial torture,

Devi claims that no action was taken against
the neighbour, Adesh. “It was due to the in-
fluence of Adesh's uncle, a political leader, that
Mohit underwent such torture," she alleges.

A dubious distinction for Uttar Pradesh
According to the United Nations, custodial deaths
refer to the deaths of individuals while in custody
of a law enforcement agency or a court. They re-
present among the gravest violations of human
rights in societies governed by the rule of law.
Such deaths may be directly or indirectly asso-
clated with events that transpire during the indi-
widual's confinement
Apcording to data shared by the Government
of India in the Lok Sabha in July 2022, Uttar Pra-
desh ranked first in the number of custodial
deaths in 2021-22, recording 501 out of 2,544 such
deaths across the country. West Bengal sccount-
ed for the second-highest number (257 deaths).
“Many custodial violence cases get buried un-
der the carpet. Only cases that get thrust into the
limelight or are scrutinised by the media lead to
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action or punishment,” says Gajendra Singh Ya-
dlav, an anti-torture act and lawyer, who fled
& complaint with the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) over Mohit's death.

For instance, in June, a court in Sitapur con-
victed three police constables for abetment of
suicide and illegal detention and awarded 10
wears of rigorous imprisonment to each of them
in a two decade-old case relating to the custodial
death of a Dalit man.

Mohit's family visited the residence of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on October 28, Aditya-
nath directed officials to provide them an ex-gra-
tia compensation of 10 lakh, housing, free edu-
cation for the children, and access to various
government schemes. Adityanath, who has re-
peatedly said that ULI. was an anarchy under the
Samajwadi Party government and that he would
ensure law and order, also assured the family
that those responsible for Mohits death would
face strict punishment.

Later, Devi registered a First Information Re-
port (FIR) against Ashwani Kumar Chaturvedi,
the station house officer of Chinhat; Adesh; and
unidentified police persomnel under Sections 103
{1) (relating to charges of murder) and 61(2) {relat-
ing to criminal conspiracy) of the BNS,

Before Mohit, it was Aman
Aman Gautam, 28, used to do electric work for
daily wages. His sister, Sudha Gautam, remem-
bers the night of October 11 when he was sitting
at Ambedkar Park in Sector & of the Vikas Nagar
locality in Lucknow. That was the night he died.
The U.T. policy in a statement that follow-
ing reports of gambling activities, they landed at
the park and took him into custody. They claim
that while he was on the way to the station,
Aman's condition deteriorated. When he was ta-
ken to Lohia hospital, he was pronounced dead.
“He died due to torture by the police in the
van. He was severely beaten by them,™ Sudha al-
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leges. She describes the incident as a “conspira-
cy”, as another man, Sonu Bansal, who was ta-
ken into custody, was unharmed.

“While we faced a lathi charge when we prot-
estied outside the Vikas Nagar police station, no
case of murder was registered against the ac-
cused police personnel,” she says. They demand-
ed a case be registered relating to murder and cri-
minal conspiracy against the officers. However, a
case was registered under Section 105 {eulpable
homicide not amounting to murder) of the BNS
and Sections 3{1Hd) and 32Wv) of the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, against four policemen,

The family alleges that while in the Chinhat
death case, the government provided compensa-
tion, housing, free education, and government
benefits to Mohit’s family, they offered little help
in Aman's case despite repeated assurances,

“Only Lucknow East MLA, 0.1 Srivastava, pro-
vided ¥ lakh as ‘help®," Sudha says, “Where will
we go? We are Dalit. So, this is the treatment we
get," she says. Sudha is distraught but worries
mare than anything else about Aman’s four-year-
old daughter.

A basket of failures

Mohammad Haider Rizvi, an advocate at the Alla-
habad High Court and a human rights activist,
says there are many reasons for the high number
of custodial deaths im UL the k of compe-
tence of law-enforcement agencies in investigat-
ing a crime, the pressure they face from their su-
periors, and the threats they receive of getting
suspended or removed from the feld if they do
not ‘show results!” The other reason, he con-
tends, is the “failure of human rights organisa-
tions to address the scourge™

Yadav, the anti-torture activist, says the U,
povernment has emboldened the police with the
aim of maintaining law and order. T| he be-
lieves, has contributed to extrajudicial violence.
For instance, just months after coming to power
in 2017, Adityanath declared that his povernment
would bulldoze the houses of those who even
considered perpetuating crimes against women
or against marginalised sections of society. "Such
measures lead to a regressive approach by the
police in dealing with suspects,” says Yadav.

In the run-up to the Jharkhand Assembly elec-
tions, Adityanath appealed to the people to vote
ina government that will eradicate the mafia, like
the “UP. model™ had. He was welcomed in Ko-
derma, where the rally was held, by 11 bulldozers.

Mohits mather, Tapeshwari Devl centre), outside the Ram Manohar Lohia Hespital in Lucknew. Phote: Special Arrangement THE HINDU
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He said, "Before 3017, mafia groups roamed free-
ly with pride, but since the bulldozers began
their work, even the most notorious people have
fled LLP. Mafia groups involved in mining, forests,
animals, organized crime, liquor, and land have
vanished from the State like horns from a don-
key's head.”

Tormake matters more difficult for victims and
their families, the NHRC and the State Human
Rights Commissions (SHRCs) are primarily re-
commendatory in nature. The NHRC and SHRCs
have neither the power to punish violators of ha-
man rights nor to award any relief of any kind to
victims. Their recommendations are not binding
on the povernment. "These groups have become
ornamental organisations and a haven for retired
judges and bureawcrats,” believes Rizvi,

Sociologists say a culture of unchecked power
within law enforcement is also a factor, “In UF.,
the narrative is that the state is extremely power-
ful and will crush people who do wrong, That
mindset is seen in the police force in the State
too,” says DLR. Sahw, the head of the sociology de-
partment at the University of Lucknow.

Rules and no implementation

In an attempt to curb incidents of custodial
deaths and harassment in police custody, ULP. di-
rector general of police, Prashant Kumar, issued
comprehensive guidelines in July w all district
police chiefs and field officers of the State. The
guidelines state that an inquiry should be con-
ducted o ascertain an individual's health status
before they are taken to the police station; that a
suspect should be brought in for questioning on-
ly after the police station in-charge is informed
about it; that if a suspect’s health deteriorates in
police custody, the entire sequence of events
should be photographed and videographed; that
medical facilities should be provided to them in
such a scenario; and that only an investigation of-
ficer or the police station in-charge should inter-
rogate the suspect.

“But the problem is not with the rules,” says
Sulkhan Singh, former DGP of LI It is with im-
plementation. India ranks 79 out of 142 in the
Rule of Law Index 2024. It was 57 in 2015. This
statistic reveals the real picture.” The Rule of Law
Index is published every year by the World Jus-
tice Project, a Washington-based organisation
that works to build awareness and stimulate ac-
tion to advance the rule of law worldwide,

0n some other crime-related parameters too,
L. performance is dismal. In the latest (2022)
report of the National Crime Records Bureaw
(NCRBE), the State recorded the highest number of
crimes against women (65,743 cases such as rape,
murder, kidnapping, murder after rape, and gang
rape).

No anti-torture Laws

India lacks specific laws against torture, The Pre-
vention of Torture Bill, 2022, mbled in the Lok
Sabha by ET. Mohammad Basheer, aimed to pre-
vent custodial orture and ensure that compensa-
tion is awarded to victims and that erring public
officials are liable for punishment. “Sadly there is
no hope that this will get passed,” says Rizvi.

Critics of the BNS say the police themselves in-
vestigate cases of custodial torture, which is why
there are such few convictions.

Yadav says he cannot forget the day when Ajay
Yadav, a labourer from Jaunpur, visited him in
Prayagraj. "He was so broken, he was ready to
sell all his ancestral land and cantle to pet justice
for his brother, who was killed while being tor-
tured by the police,” he says.

The case dates to February 2021 when Ajay’s
younger brother, Krishna Yadav alias Pujari Ya-
dav, died. Yadav, the activist, persued the case in
the High Court, pushing for a probe by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI). He says, “The
probe unearthed facts about how the wrture of
the deceased was planned. Initially, the role of
nine police personnel come to the fore; then,
more policemen came under the radar. For nine
months, the acoused escaped the arrest warrant,
But then they were arrested and have been in pri-
son for more than a year” The policemen were
booked under various sections of the Indian Pe-
nal Code, including 302 (murder).

However, this is an exception and not the
norm. Between 2001 and 2000, more than 1,800
people died in police custody across India, but
only 26 policemen were convicted, according to
the NCRE's anmual Crime in India report.

Although India signed the United Nations Con-
vention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhu-
man and Degrading Treatment or Punishment on
October 14, 1997, it has not ratified it.

In its 113th report, the Law Commission of In-
dia recommended an amendment to the Indian
Evidence Act, 1872, It said that in case of custodial
injuries, if there is evidence, the court may pres-
ume that the infury was caused by the police who
had custody of that person during that period.
The Supreme Court of India, in the case of Dilip
K. Basu v. State of West Bengal and Others (1997),
reiterated the concerns relating to custodial inter-
rogation and Laid down guidelines for the police.
It prohibited the police from using third-degree
methods during investigation and interrogation
of accused individuals, called for giving the pol-
ice training and orientation, and emphasised bas-
ic buman values.

The families of both Aman and Mohit are poor.
Sudha says Aman is the fourth sibling she has
lost. 1 ery for not just his child but also my sister-
in-law. She doesn't have a job. How will she man-
age? For Dalits like us, the trauma is endless,” she
SAYE.
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Our biggest demand, in J&K

People of Kashmir are resentful because of what was done to them after 2019, as was evident in the Lok
Sabha polls. The BJP, fully aware of this anger, sought to deflect it in Assembly polls, but failed to do so

ZAMIR mmL.'t LAH AND
ZAHIR ABDULLALL

AFTER ALIGUST 5, 2019, when the Bharatiya
JantaParty( BIP) regime undemocratically ab-
rogated Anticke 370, it did som ething unprece-
dented inIndian history: Reducing oneof the
most empowered states into two separate
Union Temitories, strippingthe region of even
asermblance of autonormy offered by the much
dilured Article 370, In doing so, it seized all
powwers and decision-making authority from
the hands of the people, consolidating it
within the central government. In an attempe
to conirel the narrative around this ahum of
powver, the ruling i
emerging from Jammu and Kaslunlr(]&l(i
Despite thedr profound anger and dissatisfac-
tion over what was done to them in 2019, the
people were too afraid toexpress dissent.
One of the main instruments used in muz-
zling dissert has been the Unlawdul Activities
Prevention Act{ LIAPA), Its sweeping, and arbi-
trary paowvers made it the perfect tool Fmthu

£ O TRATA T Wi

vites o seoure victory for thedr main proxy
candidate, What they hadn't anticipated was
the extent to which the sentiment would con-
nect w:th thnpmpll.-

icalch ashmir, the party
lective trauma of incarceration that nens deep
inthe hearts and mmds nfnm pcnplu For

B|P governiment, Fnllr.lwmgt i alby

decacles, the fiear

Article 370, the ion began arrest-

ing an unprecedented number of individuals
— targeting local politicians, journalists, pho-
tographers, human rghts activists, or anyone
‘who dared speak out, The UAPA became their

Since 2019, umder BjP
rule, the number of jailed individuals and un-
dertrials has skyrocketed, This Fact and its sen-
timent was exploited by the regime. They
sought to twist it to serve their own agenda,

fabric

& f choice, with Eabri d and base-
less charges bevied against countless individ-
uals. Before 2019, |&K saw an age of 50

thing that transpired in and after 2000, aiming
ey burn impei: it a tool of coercion

LIAPA cases annually. Combining bath 2019
and 2020, this mmber surged dramatically to
573 By 2022, it rose to 371, making 8 the re-

tvenclorse their actions in the region..
Hinwever, what they failed o foresee was
that this would inacvertently bolster Rashid's

mon mmnlwhglthb\IV\... t intnapa-
try, The admini litical Goliath, Tt ted victory left the
Safety Act{PSA) to further si ple,  BJP i a tricky , s thery nowy had to ex-

Civen the e i bha- " H Gl
uracl i i 1 incar-  fortermor lmﬂjm—mr;mnn%nhad}ﬁnnr—

cerated, y:elng them as symbaols of resistance

againstoppression, Iroaically, in theirattempt o
quash dissent, the B|P government's al:mm

ically acvocated for Pakistan and secession —
hadwon the election in"“Maya Kashmir® whene
they claimed “normaloy’ had been restored,

post-. ZOIEI only rhm.-.. Liratil thee 2024 the
lari iment. i associated with carcer-

The BJP recognised that the Mational — ality in J&K had never been exploited] so bla-
G NC. paywhichwas  tantly for electonal gains, However, the cam-

vocal in opposing their agenda and has a his-
tory of being the only pro-people party inthe
region, As the padiamentary election cam-
paign began, io the dismay of the BIR NC ap-
peared to be doing well While the BIF's cam-
paign natiomaide was infull swing and the

party was desperate bo retain power and put
on a performance nrnorma!lcy the Homse

paign for Rashid made an open appeal to the
electorate specifically targeting mothers and
thL- yeuth.ﬂmccampaiyling an his behalf
nor

unmu abrogation of Article 370 or the ques-
tionof statehiood, Instead, the entine campaign
revalved around one emational appeal; Touse
thevote as ameansof freeing Rashic, This res-
ted deeply with the electorate, securing

Minister ince
the BjPdlid nat ingl

ing any of rhn thrﬂn parliamentary seats in
Kashmir, conjertumes.

Coincidentally, perhaps, the course of the
election campaign in North Kashmir
changed, Instantaneously, the campaign of
Sheikh “Engineer” Rashid — who had been
imprisoned since 2009 on charges of termr
funding — gained momentum, Well aware of
the deep emational connection, the people
of 8K have with those incarcerated, B]I" s
Rashid's i it as
exploit this sentiment. They gambled nn
Rashid, hoping that hewr

Rashid's victary by a marginof vwo lakhvotes.

Forthe BJF, the then-upcoming &K assem-
hily election was a final opportunity to shield
itsell from the political fallout of its actions
post-2019, After converting the state into a
centrally-controlled quasi-dictatorship thar
disregarded the aspirations of its peaple, the
party needed toconsolidate power (o retmac-
tively justify its decisions, Their strategy was
clear: Consolidate their mandate in Jammu
and fracture the vote in Kashmir,

During the recent assembly elections in
&k fior the Firse timie in the region's histary,
anur number of indepencdent

The very carceral state created
by the |i]_1’ became the central
pivot to further conserain the
pL'nplL'ut']'FSK hoth
metaphorically and liverally,
By manipulating the
sentiment of imprisonment,
the BIP has tried vo tum ehe
state’s anger into a tool for its
own ]mlitin:.z] fain, using the
people’ trawma to entrench
their own power. However, the
second time round, the
politically sharp and seq

R Sasikumor
candidates were ficlded — many of them
jailed individuals, Interestingly, this surge in
independents was concentrated in Kashmir
and notin Jammu, aligning perfecthy with the
BJFs strategy.

Whyis this trend unfislding insucha pecu-
liar manner? Becavss italigns directly with the
BJs plan, The people of Kashmir are enraged
and resentful toward the BJP for what was
dm!tnthmnah:rl'mg. amnumtthatmas

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Diespite attempts to "Ii-ump-pnxd" the conflict, the collapse of Germany's

and the embald

i of the far right by Mr Trump's electoral

l:rlumph will further complicate European efforts to suppore Kyiv.”

Unshackle
the rupee

Exchange rate needs to be
able torespond freely
tomarket forces

RECENTLY, THERE HAVE been several re-
ports about the stability of the rupee
against the US dollar, This is typically de-
scribed as a positive development, But the
central bank's decision to control the ex-
chamge rate is deeply problematic,
Admittedly, the Reserve Bank of India
{RET) has always intervened in the foreign
exchange market to smooth out fluctua-
tions of the rupee. However, since 1991, the
imtervention has never been as great as it
is tocay, The data speaks foritself, Over the
twodecades through 2020, the average an-
nual volatility (that is to say, the move-
ment) of the rupee-dollar ( INR-USD) rate
typically ran around 5 per cent, But be-
bwen April 2023 and August 2024, the av-
erage volatility collapsed to 1.9 percent, an
extraordinarily low level not only com-
pamd to India's own past but also its

Clearly ary election
results, The BJF: fully aware of this anger, sought
to cheflect it by redirecting it toward an even
deeper and more poveerful emation of incar-
«weration, The entire situation is paradodcal.

To be clear, if ex-
about as anat-
ula] outcome of market forces, it is wel-
come, For example, the euro-dollar
mhangpramuunncdthnmn;t stable, not

The very carceral the BJP be-
came the central pivot to further incarcerate
the peaple of JLK, both metaphorically and lit-
J:rall;.I By manipulating the sentiment of im-

theBIP hastried totum the state's
anger intoa tool for its own political gain, using
the people's trauma to entrench their swn
powwer, However, the second time round, the
palitically sharp and seasoned masses of &K
sanw through the sbase of their nst,

The B govermment erased the constitu-
tional rights, guarantees and safeguards of
the people of P The justification offered
was that it was done in favour and in service
wf the people of JEK. However, with the m
aultofthe. tion,
lie climinished and sobered by the very peo-
ple whoit claimed tobenefit, The people are
cal'lmgout for their rights to be restored and

theNCis
e for the restoration of our lost cnmtlru
nunalnghls and guarantess.
pulncalpammm mnrq;m have had
cracy and
ehections, The recent spike invoting percent-
Ages in J&K speaks o the last ditch effort by
thee peaple tovent their fr with the

beci larky inter-
veneinthe market — they donot — but be-
cause a vast number of players are freely
able to take money in and out of these fi-
nancial markets, creating huge but roughly
balanced cross-border movements of cap-
iral, which keep the exchange rate stable.
The rupee's recent stability, however,
has not been driven by market forces, le
has come about due to an apparent
change in the RBI's currency policy. Since
late 2022, the RBI has decided to actively
intervene on both sides of the fore

= THE GUARMAN

prople wanted to by, such as cars or tele-
phones, Most scarce of all were impaorts,
which people could not obtain easily be-
cause the pegged exchange rate led to
shortages of foreign exchange. Ultimately,
these problems bed to the crisis of 1991,
when the entire system broke down, This
is not a uniguely Indian story, The list of
countries that god into serious rouble af-
ier pegging their exchange rate is a long
ane, including major econamies such as
Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Russia, South
Korea, Thailand and Turkey, That is why
mearly all emerging economies have de-
cided in recent years to free their
enchamge rates.

So much for theoretical principles,
‘What about practice? After all, sometimes
the practical problems of a theoretically-
Ibest policy can be so large that it simply
meeds o be abandoned, But that was not
the case here, which brings us to the et
problem with the new currency policy: It
lid away witha long-standing system that
was working perfectly well,

The previous flexible exchange rate pol-
licy had two practical advantages. First, the
exchange rate moved up or down over the
business cycle which in turn helped
smaooth out sutpat fluctuations, During pe-
nod; of hlgh gmwth wimn e:(pr.llt; were
I‘M rupee appreciated which prevented the
economy from overheating, When the
econoimy was in a dowmiurn, the repee de-
preciated, making Indian goods and serv-
lices more attractive to foreigners, and pro-
maoting an export-led recovery.

Second, because these ups and downs
balanced eachother out, over long periods
there wis stabdlity inthe neal exchange rate,
that is the exchange rate adjusted for the
difference in inflation between India and
its tradking partners. In contrast, the new in-
Mlexible system has already led to a signifi-
cant real exchange rate appreciation,
therelby making [ndia's exports more costly
o foreigners, and potentially undermining
the Make in India drive.,

change market, on some days

problem —

lars to prevent the rupee from appreciat-
ing and on other days selling dallars to
prevent depreciation. It is anly a small ex-
aggeration to say that without any an-
nouncement or public debate, the rupee
has become pegped to the dollar,

There are several fundamental prob-
lems with this change in currency policy.
Ta bngm with, it goes against basic eco-
iples, For any country that as-

ithe lack ur Hampan:m:y The mntral bank
selelom communicates about its currency
policy, Asaresult, itis not well understood
why the REI felt the need to break with a
long-standing practice and bind the rupee
50 tightly to the dollar, It is also not clear
whether this is a temporary policy ora
mare long-lasting change.

Consequently, private sector pantici-
[pants in the foreign exchange market are

ol econoimy, the price
nt any good, service or asset should not be

and tmuse their: lecta
parrythan has a long history of struggling for
the rights of the people of the region. The NC
has stood its ground against the divisive and
worrosive politics of BJF, The central govern-
ment i I

1 by thee state. Just as we do not
want the price of tomatoes or computers
tobe fixed by the state, it is nota good idea
bos fixe thee price of the rupee either, The price
should instead be ledt to the market, Thisis
because the price systemin a market eoon-
nmyperhrmsacruml{umm leconveys

torate, JKs bigoest dem. the de-
mand foritsrights, to be treated equally, Girly
and withowt contermgt or prejudice.

masses of JEK saw through
the abuse of their trust.

The wri proctising kewyers in the
Dl High Conart amd the Jemmiu & Keshmir
i Lodakh High Court. Views are persomal

He’s back with a vengeance

Trump's return is only a beginning — there is more disruption ahead

BY RAM MADHAV

FOLRYEARS AGO, in N ber 200, when
the results of the US presidential elections
were announced, Donald Trump vocifer-
ousty complained that the Democrats “stole
his election”, Despite rejection of his claims
by election officials and the cr.luns hn

That led e lact thu-

gender men b men's inilets. With the

siasm in thee party and senior leaders like
Robert Kennedy Jrand Tulsi Gabbard switched
sides to support Trumgp, She had only three
months for campaigning ina vast country, not
enough o distance herself from the disastrous

overtand covert support of the lberal admin-
istration, woke groups converted university
campuses into unsale places for people with
different ideologies, so much so that parents
started fearing for thnsah:lycd thw chl'ldmn

Republican supporter

with a majority believing that a widespread
fraud had denied Trump a second term. Four
wears later, when Tramp returned to bid for

Ingacyal'thn‘“ﬂ-"" jon ﬁnany en-
tren derdynamicsin the
ﬂmﬂu:mmhly thaat ke it an uphill sk for
women candidates to prove their worth and

asecond term as LS it he literally
“stole the show”, [t was a massive victory —
ot only securing a majority in the electoral
college, but also a popular majority, majori-
ties in both Senate and the House, majority of

B iy
tures. No Republican president in several

toa, did not help her. Despite
these handicaps, she secured more than 47
per cent popular vote in a highly polarised
ebection, indicating that the Demaocrat vote
base remains substantially strong.

On his part, Tremp faced unprecedented
media h:ai]n lal:Lﬂnsclmmhasm agaln

decades could register such ac
sive victory in one election,
The LIS

in MewsYork and Washington, Trurmp enjoved
hiold from Elom M)

vred, with
a few blue dots on the West Coast and the
Mortheast, While the so-calbed swing states
Mnnn'[nnm crxklru;ﬂ: Dmn:u:ranc ‘h‘luu

Namboyant Tesla CEOQ who also controls

authors John Micklethwait and Adrian
‘Wooldridge described America to be; The
Right Nation, lirespective of whether they
electaDemocrat or a Republican administra-
tion, Americans remain conservative at the
core, the book argued in the early 2000s.
Trump's campaign highlighted certain con-
servative concerns regarding isswes like ille-
gal immigration, abartion poll and
wokeism, besides promising to “Make
America Great Again” (MAGA) through eco-
nomic policies li reased import tariffs
ane “Buy American” campaigns.

From his “build the wall™ programme in
2016 o creati

wall”,
Michigan, which md qgmnsl &

since 1992, except on rare occasions e 2016,
In what appears to be an inclusive victory,
Trump garnered a substantial share in the
Latins, Black American and minority vote,
This must be seen as a victory for Trump
rathier tham just adefisat of Kamala Harris. She

Twitter, now known as X, in manun,gat.mo largest
th i jials and young inhistory”™ in 2024, Trempscam-
his el isthe reitera-  paign against illegal immigrants appears to
f th ior povweraf social B have sirucka chord with the American voters
the so-called mainstream media incarrying  who were fed up with the policies of the
political messages. Democratsan this question. War between the

This mandate, atone level, was a rejection
of Biden's disastrous economic palicies thar
led to high inflation. it was also a rejection of
Biden's, and also Hamris's, NGO-style politics

was pitted his lection.
She was not the natural choice of :m
Diemio

thatled o extrer i venkeism and can-
el culiure, One of the first presidential decrees
signed by Biden in 2021 was to allow trans-

Demaocrars and R,upuh'hcm ower illegal mi-

struggling even in Manhattan, a hardcore
Democrat county, During the campaign,
Trump indicated that he would restrict legal
migration too by reinstating his first-term
policies like “Remain in Mexico™ and alsoa
sort of “ideolagical screening” for immigra-
ton seekers by restricting entry fromcentain
munlnes!n the Middle East and North Africa.

GETQar

'I'rumps poll-time rhetoric is bownd to create.
alotof heat and dust in the country, He took
a mmumhlnappma:h ontheabortion ques-

tion, i and re-

turning abortion regulation o state govern-
ments, That helped blunt the Democrat
campaign in favour of full sbortion rights to
women, and alss won votes from conserva-
tive women groups for the Republicans.

about demand and supply to
buyers and sellers, who can then adjust
their behaviour accordingly, Aseach group
responds to this signal, demancd is gradu-
ally brought into balance with supply.

In contrast, when the state sets the
price, the information system gets dis-
torted, One only needs to look at India's
oy history to see what can go wrong, In
the pre-1991 era, controlled prices led o
shortages of nearly every major good that

fused, They need to guess when they
see imbalances inthe market, such as cap-
ital Nows exerting pressure on the ex-
change rate. Will the central bank intervene
o present the exchange rate from moving?
18 50, wehen, by, how much, or in which di-
rection? Mo one knows, So, they do not
e howy to respond.

The exchange rate is the most impor-
tant price in a market economy, If India
wanits b become a high-incomse economy,
the exchange rate needs to respond freely

rket forces, sending sig-
mals to market participants. If, instead, the
market gets distorted merely to stabilise
the currency, this may prowve costly in the
long run,

Thewriter is associate professor of
Econamics, IGIDR

AMERICA FIRST

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Ripples
afvictory'{IE, Movember 8], Trump 2.0
pamsswllﬁcantcha]lmu;e; ot just i
the broader i dher but alss

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Muslimvendors at ternphe fairs, and UPs
administratien ordering vendors (o dis-
play names during Kamesar Yatra (later
rubed unconstitutional by SC), This latese
move at Kumbh Mela under BJP's UP

to America's allies. His repeated rheto-
ric that the world benefits at the ex-
pense of the LS reflects a parochial ap-
proach that’s out alwm: with the forces

violates ad ative
ruIE.&l‘herhlthmHnmm
selling bea, juice, and confectionery could
oorrupt Sanatan Dharma is bizarme —es-
pecially since this faith has survived mil-

of ghobalism. His pn MATO
allies to shoulder a greater economic
burden do not bode well for member
nations, Moreover, his ‘America First’
palicies, including protectionist tariffs,
threaten global trade and risk trigger-
img trade wars that could harm global
markets. On climate change, Trump's
retreat from international agrecments
weakens efforts to tackle environmen-
tal crises, A second Trump presidency
i likoely o m;ult inamone fragmented

lenni That suchworldhy de-
mands come frem sadhus, who have
renounced material life, reveals that this
is poditics by another name,

LR Murm, New Delh

STAY RESOLUTE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Delhi to
Srinagar’ [IE, Movember B), A day after
the Jammas & Kashimir Assembly passed
aresolution on special status — seeking

However, it issues that
Trumyp is expected to take a towgh line — he
declared that he would end the practice of
“boysingirls' sports™ and alsothe mandatory
DEI programmes in federal institutions,
Liberals are in shock. They thought thar
Trump would remain an accident, an excep-
tion and a historical bhp Butheis back witha
wtialtore

shape American politics in a mould thny ab-

grants bec, the Republican
governorof Texas dumped them in buses and
deported them o New York where the
Democrat mayor hired hundreds of rooms in
hiotels tosetthe the ilegals, Mot just hotel rates,
butcrirme rates too vwent up, keading to Harris

hor Tramp i
litical landscape too. Wolke liberals of the
world have to brace for mone shocks.

Thewriter, president, India Foundarion, is
ith

ward wher and nation-
alism prevail, unde rmdning multilateral

cooperation on critical issues,
Vijall Pant, Hempur
I'T's STILL POLITICS

THIS REFERS TO the report, “Akhara
Parishad wants no shops of non-Hindus
at Kumbh mela, officials cite bidding
process’ (IE, Novermnber B). This reflectsa
pattern that started in 2004, BP-ruled
states have seen similar restrictions —
Karnataka's right-wing groups harring

dialogue with the Union Territory's
elected representatives for its restora-
tion and constitutional guarantees —
the situation turned chastic on
Thursday. A brawl erupted when
Khurshid Ahmad Sheikh, brather of
Jjailed Lok Sabha MP Engineer Rashid
and an AIP MLA, displayed a banner de-
manding the restoration of Article 370,
The BJF, opposing the resolution, la-
belled it “illegal” and demanded its
withdrawal, There can be no further de-
lay in restoring statehood to K.

S5 Paul, Modia

with the B[P
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLWES US ALL

A SPECIAL RIGHT

SCverdict paves way for AMU's minority status. It's also welcome
pushback against political projects thatimpose uniformity
N FRIDWY, THE Supreme Court stopped short of designating the Aligarh

EDITORIAL PAGE
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WOoRDLY WISE
THE ONLY THING THAT SAVES US FROM THE
BUREAUCRACY IS ITS INEFFICIENCY.

— EL

FENE MOCARTHY

Defining minority character

FAa1ZAN MUSTAFA

In AMU case, Supreme Court has underlined minority

rights and expanded the ambit for their institutions

PROTECTION OF MINORITIES is the hallmark:
of a civilisation. Franklin Rooseveltrightly re-
minded us that “no d emocracy can bong sur-
vivewhich di opt

|I5umyc=(|mn|:rdm mm nfthcr@m

Muslim L ity (AMLI) as a minority i But its 4;3 verdict has
. ha:km:!b:' dence on minority rights, slamnglmmdm
AML's status, It ion Bill case [ 1957 ),
quest to as a minority institution, The reverses the 1967 5C deci- W Ttuti courtcan
sion in § Azeez Basha v Union of India — the 5C had thy lied on a technical i 5 1967 ion th,

tion of the guarantee to religious minorities, in Article 30, to establish and run eduwca-

was widely criticised, with India's greatest

tiomal institutions, it Iu:l ruled that ARIL d nor ac by
Muslims, Tt Anglo-Oriental College
founded by Syed Ahmed Khanin 1877, the Court had held that the institution's legal sta-
tus rested on the AMU Act 1920 — this legislation incorporated the social reformer’s col-
lege and another edu fversity. The A ict thus con-
:Ilncdtha(Mﬂqusmlly “established” by a colonial government Act, later amended
by ieces of .mlmha ThrSCruIndrtm “AMLU had surrendered
its minority status to th . Friday draws ona more lib-
eral reading of Artiche 30 to point out that the * mmunly character of institutions cannot
be rejected if character by statutes.”

In 1981, Parliament amended the AMU Act to negate the 1967 judgment. In 2005, the

medical

itas “productive of great public mischief”, On
Friday, a seven-judge bench, by majority of
4:3, overruled a 56-year-old judgment and

ity character of an institution that had been
left unanswered even by the 11-judge bench
in ThMA P Foundation { 2002 ). In Anjuman-e-
Rehmonio ( 1981), a two-judge bench noted
these criticisms and referred the matter tothe
Chief Justice of India to constitute a seven-
judge bench, In December 1981, Parliament
amended the Aligarh Muslim University Actof
1930andc theword

university drew on this legislation to reserve 50 per cent seats in
courses for Muslim students. The decision was challenged before the Allahabad High
Court which relied on the Supreme Court's 1967 verdict to rule that AMU was not a mi-
nority institution, The HC struck dowm the reservation. This verdict was immediately

“estahlish” in the long title and preamble of
the original Act by deleting it Itexplicitly de-
clared in Section 2 (L) that Aligarh Muslim
University [AMU} was established by the

challenged by the then UPA government at the Centre and the 's mIVETNING
body. But the AMU lost the Centre’s haclcmg after the Narendra Modi-led NDA assumed
office. In 2016, the Lini that it did not

hecase, c

Muslims of India as an institution of their
choice, which had originated as MAD College:
andwassubscqumlylm'pmamd.

N AMLT" haracter, Friday's verdic deb

l-hll“llﬂ‘lﬂ‘ RI: i ;

and the 5C's earlier jurisp to arrive at an and inclusive i

of Article 30 o insulate the university from the push and pull of the dominant politics of
thodag(T)mpurpuscedtherclms’mgmma spn:la]nght toreligious and linguis-
i i Thlsspeclalr@hhsthrg\ur—
antee of limited State dmink ion of the i on. The

ion in the

prirnarily for the minority that
the institution, and there shall be onlya “sprin-
kling of outsiders" in such institutions.
However, clarity on this issue came as late as
the SeStephen's 1992 Jand TMA P Foumdation
AMU did not have Muslim reser-

ent autonomy to enable it o protect i
its minority character,” CJl Chandrachud, the majority ict, saicl, Friday's
verdict should give AMLU the autonomy to frame its recruitment and academic policies.

TheEuunslmrprnutmnmml:hlclssajunryatanmwhﬂnmrdmrefeaunllnr-

vations il 200:4-05 — the subject of reserva-
‘tion in aided minority institutions was clari-

serted o in Article 15

mity in civil jicking up pace — the Cel
mmnuammﬂmgiunhelhﬂnnn[m]&du andthcuttnslnthestatutrbunknfat

Inalarge country y diversities, the executive would dowell totake
acue from the SC pecial the cultural
fabric of religious and linguistic minorities”.

tiom,

BEING OLYMPICS-READY

India’s bid to host the Games shows ambition — but there are
challenges that will need to be met and there is no time to lose
ITH GREAT CULTURAL diversity and projected economic might onits
side, India wil formidable claim i 2036 Olympics.

But th v will al d to comvinee the i i
Committee that it can deliver a seamless Games, The letter of intent
submitted Last month will be scrutinised not merely for the capacity o translate on the
ground fancy stadlum designs, but also on India's ability to wear the cosmopolitan garb
withease,

India hasamagnlﬁl:rm uppurrumrytu getits he

in ordk i

levelsof com-

The logistics of athlete ac

minority instifut
ST and OBC reservations,

In 2005, AMLU first sought the approval of
the central government on its new reserva-
tion policy, which was confined to MD/MS
oourses, The central government isswed ano-

the CJT observed chat to
determine minority character,
itis not necessary that the
administration must be
vested in the minority itself.
The right to administer is the
consequende of the
establishment of the
institution. To do otherwise,
would amount to converting a
CONSEQUETE to a pre-
condition', the CJLopined.

tification on February 25, 2005, accepting  Court sai y 63 of the Linion Li:
AML i tenact ionsi t
SDpermntlmr\ununiueruhrr&m:swas of AU and

figh Court, which  ofi inority character The CJI

rh:lamd afew provisions of the 1981 amend-
ment as unconstitutional due to what the
court termed as “brazen overruling” of the
Supreme Court's 1967 judgment.

In 2019, a three-judge bench headed by
(Chief Justice Ranjan Gogni referved the matter
tothe seven-judge bench It delivered its land-
mrlcvudlrtmtim]astmﬂuru;dayd[]l ]

the termes “national " and “minority” arenot at
odds with each other, A minority institution
can also be one of national importance. The
dissenting judges, on the other hand, consid-
ered this an important facetof the university's
non-minorty status. Relying on earlier judg-
ments, the CJl held that the admission of non-
mmnrlty srudcms financial contribution by

¥ Chandrachud Thy
1981 reference,

judges cannot directly refer a matter o a

seven-judge bench if the CJl is not on it. The

Court n:jectnd the argument that Muslims

grant of land
o aid, degree recognition, and non-minori-
ties’ presence in the administration does not
ch haracter

lnthrnmluﬁllnmpmta:mammm

1920 ordi
thmsci\ms asa minsority. It said the group
st he commencementof
the Constitution and pre-Constitution insti-
tutions are also entithed to protection undn
Article 30, even when founding a uni

30,theCJl to

itycharacter, itisnot necessary that the admin-
istration must be vested in the minority itself,
The right to administer is the consequence of
nwmhhﬂmmdwmnmn "Todoath-
erwise, would w

The 1967 judgment by then Chief Justioe K
N'Wanchoo took a formalistic and narrow
view of the term “establish” in Article 30 and
attached undue importance o the Jong tite,
preamble and other provisions of the AMLU
Act, 1920, to return the finding that the uni-

ity was neither established nor adminis-
tered by the Muslim community, This exces-
sive reliance on the 1920 Act did not find
favourwith the seven-judge bench, which has
observed that courts must pierce the legisla-
tive veil to find the genesis — who conceived

o a pre-condition,” the CJl opined.
‘Widening the ambit of Article 30, the Court
also refused o attach much significance toei-
ther the provision of religious instruction or
the centrality of religious buildings, [ike the St
Stephen's College church or AMU maostue, The
in &ushn it has accepted the possibility of mi-
norities giving up or surrendering their right
to administer, Comstitutionally, fundamental
rights cannot be waived. In Ahmedabad St
Hewiers( 1975) the Court held that rights of fu-

ions cannot b

twokne: gotp ap-
proval. Mere statutory incorporation cannot
ipso facto bead to a loss of the minority charac-
ter of an institution, The courts interpret the
statute holistically to find owt if AMU relin-
quished its minority character on incorpora-
tion, The Court also held that Busha, after
recognising the efforts by the Muslims be-
tween 1877 and 1920 toestablish theinstitu-

Athree-judge bench, which wil l now de-
termine the minority character of AMLL will
o bonger be constrained by Basho It will be
bound to apply the indicio laid down by the
majority on Movernber & Since the Allahabad
HC's judgments of 2005 were also based on
the apex court’s 1967 judgment, they no
longer have much significance, though ap-
peals against them are pending with the

Court,

tiom, was

The majority of judges mjccmd the argu-
ment agalnst)\.MLI 5 mmanry ma:acmrbc—
caseitwass
tional importance in the Constitution, The

The writeris vice-chanceffor of Chanokya
Nutionol Low University, Patmna,
Views ore personal

A FORCE FOR GOOD

Ratan Tata’s unwavering support for the dreams of others was a defining quality

NARENDRA MoODI

IT HAS BEEN a month since Shiri Ratan Tata ji
left us. From: bustling cities and towns to vil-
lages, his absence is deeply felt across every
segment of society, Seasoned industrialists,

rmls tﬁl\spﬂﬂ' systerns, upskilling of technical officials, besides raising athletes’ perform-

lien sports, will be ive challenge. Evnryﬂa:msls]udgedmthrahdlry

uf)nslsmstaymmﬂ:ﬂcam efficient, and India wil rep-

utation on pt.un:ruallry and cheanliness. lls recowd in msunng cnmlorr for spectators has

Also, while sta-

g, beaking roofs or
cut.

dium pretty in Power Poi inns and 30 printi:

sub-par sustainability in construction won't help in India
Climate change poses large challenges for any host, but more so for India whene qual-

ity of mads and construction will need tighter quality checks, given how flooding lashed

fessionals mourn his loss. Those passionate
about the environment and devoted to phi-
lanthropy are equally saddensd. His absence
has been deeply felt not only across the nation
but alsn around the workd.

[For the youth, Shri Ratan Tata was an in-
spiration, a reminder that dreams are worth
pursuing and that swecess can coexist with
compassion and humility. For others, he rep-

o i

jprise and a steadfast commitment to the val-
wes of integrity, excellence and service, Under
his leadership, the Tata Group ascended m

On a personal note, Thad the
privilege of knowing him
very closely over the years.

(uulam: n]an he invested

credibili i wore his achieve-

topciti earlier this year, for instance, Six 12 years before

the proposed: th iousi planson immi-

nent funding cuu dml budrwv:ll fior the cnunu'y Ultimatety, the Ohmpics

event, miessage Hi
rimdmmwﬂl'hncmmhrancmm irown hands, or seek

to cramp the rights and freedoms of others. India’s leadership in promaoting a multipolar
warld has been exemplary, and it holds a unique place as a big country not reviled by the
uncher-developed workd, or resented by the big powers. But ultimately, Olymipics will be
ahaut thatwooden floor board not coming undone and the roof not leaking onto the field
of play, and ime, Indiacan pull off the fancy, butitwill also
need to ace the basics.

DIGEST THIS

Himachal CID should be thankful samosas meant for CM
weren't wasted. That would have been the real crime

NTHE LONG list of cri ing the samosa chocolate
SAMOSA pav, o name two — where d'Jes the one imvolving a chief minister’s visit
‘misclirec TthamnFthL‘\"al\ﬂuru;
5 i i ﬂnCN:mbc(

21, whenCM ingh Sukhuwwent

cyber wing station, samosas, along with cake, were ordered, Through a curious chain nf
events, they ended wp being served to the CM's security staff instead,

Mostoryof acrime — how trivial the e may be — is complete
without a bwist, Here, it turns out, the di of the snacks, characteri the
d hosts asan “anti act”, actually ended up doing the honourable
uest a favour: Following a recent iliness, CM Sukhu has been barred from indulging in
deep-fried foods, Yet, the high-handedness of the i i not the fact
that whoever was ible for the snac i ay may have M stick
to his healthy diet. Five police personned have been served with show-cause notices.
With i ing itself f i, it st

the CID will finally close the case, Because far from a crime being committed, one was
actually averted — the crime of wasting perfectly good samosas, The desting of food is
v o whenitis enj eone, whether that be a prince or a peon, If the CM

with humility and kindr

Shri Raran Tata's urwavering suppart for
the dreams of others was one of his most
diefining qualities. In recent years, he became:
known for mentoring India's Startup ecosys-
tem, investing in many prummr\g ventures,
He the hopes and of

young entrepreneurs and recognised the po-
mmial they had to shape India’s future, By
backing theirefforts, he empowered a gener-

boundaries. This has gone a bong way in creat-
inga cubture of innovation and entrepreneur-
ship, which | am confident will continue
positively impact India for decades tooome,
He constantly championed excellence,

ly, including in
many :lf the projects he was
ssionate about, Just a few
s in Vadodara
esident of the

w
Government of Spain,

Mr Pedro Sinchez, and we
jointly inaugurated an
aireraft complex where
295 aircrafts would be

made in India. It was Shri
Ratan Tata who started
working on this. His
presence was greatly missed.

1enterprises toset h-  port, or sending o v wishes after
marks. This vision, | hope, will inspire our fu-  ebectoral victories,
ure leads ke Indli i Our close interactions continued when [
waorld-class quality, ﬂnrnﬁand" com-

His greatness was not restricted to the:
hoan!mom or helping fellow humans. His
c extended wall livi ings. His

K and he

His support {nr thL‘ Swachh Bharat Mission
‘was particularty close to my heart. He wasa
wvocal advocate of this mass movernent, un-

y fiac
imal welfare. He often shared photos of his
dogs, whavwm as mudla part of his Ilfc.n

any
thar true Ieachrslup is measured ncqust by

eanliness, hygiene and
itation are vital for India's progress, | still re-
member his heartfelt video message for the
Swachh Bharat Mission's 10th anniversary at
thc start of Dcwhn It was among his final

{urtht mast vulnerable.

Annther cause close to his heart was

For cromes of Indians, Tata's pa- e mlmn can-

ioti i i frrisis s cerlee twoyears
swift reopening of the iconic Taj Hotelin - ago, {jointlyir i

Mumbai after the 26/11 termor attacks was a cances italsi state, In i he

rallying call to the nation — India stands
united, refusing toyield to terrorism,

0n a personal note, | had the privilege of
kniwing him very closely Mrd\cyl:ars\‘\h
waorked closely inGujarat,

hewishes todedic
years to healthcare. Hlseﬁnnsmrnalmhmlm
and cancer care act were

mw:d ina pmdnun:l empathy for those hat-

extensively, including in many of the. pmjecu

ajustsocietywas
emmat smudby its most vulnerahle.

Iwas in Vadodara with the Pn:sn!mteddn
Spain, Mr ez and

we jointly inaugurated an aircraft complex:

him today, we are re-
mlndud nfthesuclny he enwvisioned —whene
business can serve as a force for good, where
every individual's potential is valued and

where E-’A‘IEairaaI’rs nIndia

ItwasSh and i Fall. He alive in the
this. Hit lives he and the dreams he nurtured.
ImmbﬂShnRa!mTata]!asamnof (¥ i illk i makdng

various issues, be it matters of governance, ex-
pressing appreciation for government sup-

India a better, kinder and more hopeful place.

The writer is Prime Minister of India
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NOVEMBER 9, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

LOK SABHA POLLS

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi is believed
to have decided to go in for the Lok Sabha
elections in the Lastweek of December or at
maost in the first week of January. His plans
are to complete the electic by

Sikhsand

in the city, Thousand:
Hindus, Fmgcmng last week’s violent riot-
ing, thecap-
ital However,

no procession illumination or fireworks in
conmection with the guru's birthday anmiver-
STy was allowed, in view of the

January 5, a fortnight before the end of the
present Lok Sabha's term. Anannouncement
about the polling dates is expected around

Nehru's birthday, 1.

SOMBRE ANNIVERSARY

THE BIRTH ANNIVERSARY of Guru Nanak,
the first Sikh guru was celebrated with

prevailing tensions in the capital,

R N Rao RESIGNS

THE SECURITY ADWISER to the Prime
Minister, R M Rao, resigned following Indira
Gandhi's assassination. Though no official
announcement was made, Rao said he had
resigned “three-four days apo” and that his

“has been acoepted”, He said he
woubd hand over the charge in a day or two,
The 70 year-old police officer said, I did not
have the heart to continue. Besides, | have
passed the age of retirement.™

PAKISTAN'S PROMISE

PAKISTAN CLAIMED THAT it was determined
to prevent anti-India propaganda during
CuruN r ¥ .

¥
being held at Sikh shrines in Pakistan. The
Embassy of Pakistan issued a statement fiol-
lowing a news item that the Pakistani press
is providing a forum to the so-called
Khalistan supporters.

WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Six actions tonavigate Trump 2.0

AJAY SRIVASTAVA

strategic and trade partnership. The
U35 is India’s largest trading partner.
with trade exceeding $190 billion, and ks
home to the largest user base for
American tech glants like Google,

I ndia and the US share a high-stakes

Facebook, and Amazon.

How should India prepare to benefit
under the Trump-led trade era? Here are

slx actions India can take.

r import tariffs: From Donald

TS ), hh

Thetruthbehmdthe rhetorlc-

PLAIN POLITICS

ADITI PHADNIS

A s the year deaws to a close,
anew dispensation s sat to
take over in the United
States. The world is changing.
What are the prospects for Indiz in
South Asla?

Many argue that over the year
India has done nothing in the

ofit, India ks up & gum tree.

But are things really that bad?

In October this year, India,
Bangladesh. and Nepal signed & tri-
Lateral agreement totrade 40 mega-
watts (Mw) of power. For Nepal, sell -
Ing powertoathird country is a fest,
as India has been the only buyer so
far. For now, Mepal will transmit the
energy to India before India trans-
mits the equivalent to Bangladesh,
acting a5 an honest broker for the
first time. This = a far cry from 1997,
when a power-trade agreement
between India and Nepal could not
even be tabled in Parlizment
because it met with flerce political
resistance (MNepal's Constitution
mandated that foreign agreements
involving Nepal's natural resources
had o be ratified by Parliament by
& W thln:ls majmlry and suspi-
C inning high

ighbourhood but mak des

of friends. They point to Bhutan,
where the demand that Thimphu
review its options of purting all it
eggs in the Indla basket is rdsing. In
Mepal, a new regime, supposedly
bitterly opposed to MNew Delhi, isin
place. Obsarvers there niote that "in
the absence” of an invitatlon from
India, new(est) Prime Minister K P
Sharma Ol will visit China later in
December before he comes to
India, breaking some kind of a tra-
dition. By hosting the Enemy Mo 1
in Bangladesh, ousted Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, in India,
New Delhl has irredeemably shot
itselfin the foot. In Pakistan, things
have come tosuch a pass that even
seasoned diplomats are asking 1f
India and Pakistan can ever be
friends. Sr Lanka's new Praskdent,
Anura Kumara Dissanayake [AKD),
is avowedly ant-Indian and ldeo-
logically pro-Chinese and it is pre-
dicted nogood will come of it. With
the “India Out” campaign, New
Delhi has lost every vestige of
friendly acceptzbility in the
Maldives. In South Asia, India's
diplomacy is flawed and China
holds the whip hand. On the face

at the time). Granted, it is only 40
M bt at least a beginning.

In 5d Lanka, dire predictions
wete made about policy shifis when
AKD was elected President in
September. His and his party's past
— Marxdst, Laninist. and Troaskyite,
and later ultra-nationalist Sinhala
Buddhist — led the Cassandras o
predict that India-%ri Lanka rela-
tions would be the first to run
aground. That hasn't happened so
far. True, the privatisation of state-
owned S Lankan Airways has
been put on hold and reform rather
than privatisation will be pursued
by the state-owned Ceylon
Electricity Board. But the first phase
of the Adani-John Keells Holdings
(JKH) venture, the West Container
Terminal (WCT), will become oper-
athonal in the first quarter of 2024-
25, Red Sea disruptions are divect-
ing more business Colomba-wards
and hence good money is being
made. And no, the government Is
not nationalising the WCT.

In Maldives, bypassing the rhet-
oric, diplomacy is at work. The
country that ordered India out
because of the presence of Indian

Trump's perspective, India has high tar-
1[[5. and he has repestedly Labelled the
country the “tarlff king" over the past five
years, citing examples like the 100 per
cent tariff on Harley-Davidson motor-
cycles and 150 per cent on Amerlcan
whiskey. Mr Trump’s emphasls on “recip-
rocal tariffs™ could pressure India into
considering tanff reforms, even though
Indlas rates are within World Trade
Organization (WO norms. India's aver-
age tarlff of 17 per cent is indeed higher
than the US' 3.3 per cent, but comparable
to countries like South Korea (13.4 per
cent) and China (7.5 per cent).

While Mr Trump's claims may be
overstated, Indla could still benefit from
a strategic tardff review that aligns with
mational priorides, such as supporting
low-cost, value-added manufacturing
and trade. With minor adjustments,
India could lower its average tariff to
around 10 per cent without impacting

L

ILLLASTRATION: ARAY MOHANTY

soldiers on the islands agreed to
work towards a Comprehensive
Economic and Maritime Security
Partmership with a distinct defence
component durlng  President
Mohamed Mulzzu's Mew Delhi
visit in October.

India's forelgn minister went to
Pakistan in October, a first by a
holder of this office in 12 years.

Despite demands for her extra-
dition, the new Bangladesh regime
appears to have conceded thatitis
Sheikh Hasina. not India, who is
the Enemy of the People. After
power supplies were cut by nearly
20 per cent, Dhaka has paid its part
of outstanding dues to Adani
Power, which exports power to
Bangladesh from its Jharkhand
plant, making it clear that it won't
bet politics come in the way of com-
maerce. The trilateral power agree-
ment above continues.

Of course, the elephant In the
South Asia room continues to be
China. But a strategy of contain-
ment that goes beyond banning
apps s in place in the neighbour-
hood. India has told Nepal it will not
buy power from entitles, public or
private, that have Chinese invest-
ment. Mepalese investors have
begun telling Chinese companies:
"Don’t call us, we'll call you”
Bangladesh was not unfriendly with
China even during Ms Hasina'sten-
ure 5 Prime Mindster. But it's oo
500N to say what its future trajectory
k= going to be. Bhutan's first electad
Prime Minister, Tshering Topgay,
chose New Delhias the venue of his
first official foreign visit earlier this
wear, reversing the previous think-
Ing among the Bhutanese political
elitethat the country should rethink
Its geostrategic priorithes. Indiz Is
helping develop Gelephu, a new
"mindfulness” city on the Assam-
Bhuzan border.

The rhetoric may suggest other-
wise. But In the nelghbourhood,
India stll has influence — and
friends,

Indian cricket’s home truths

ignificantly. This s p
B85 per cent of tariff revenue comes from
lass than 10 per cent of tariff lines, while
60 per cent of tariff lines contribute
under 3 percent to revenue. A thoughtl
reduction could simplify India's tariff
structure — reducing slabs from over 40
to 5, capping the highest tariffs at 50 per
cent, and ensuring most input materials
are taxed less than finished goods. An
Inzer-ministerial review to refine tariffs
could help avold international scrutiny
while fostering a tariff policy that sup-
ports India’s economic objectives.
Diversify IT exports: Mr Trump's criti-
cism of sutsourcing and his strictar pal-
icies on H-1B visas radse challenges for
Indiz’s informarion technology (1T sector,
which relies on the US for 80 per cent of
Its export revenue. Potential restrictions
on ocutsourcing could affect earnings for
Indian I'T firms and make it harder to hire
skilled walent. Additionally. Mr Trump's

s limiting the movement of ski

ing on higher-value services
transformation and artificial

large digital data generator.

favour the free flow of data

join the Joint Statement Initl

strict immigration stance may complicate
visa processes, Increasing costs and oper-
ational hurdles for Indian companies and

slonals on short-term US assignments,
“Tomitigate these risks, Indis’s IT sector

should diversify beyond the US,

oparations into other markets and focus-

(AT} integrarion for ghobal industries.
Strengthen data policies: India is a

the raw material for the new Al-driven
economy, American tech companies

ders. Mr Trump may pressure India to
adopt more apen data-sharing policles.
At the WTO, the US could push India to

commerce, aligning with its vision of
unrestricted data movement.

India should resist external pressure
to share data freely. Mvidia CEO Jensen
Huang emphasises [ndla's potential to
transform from an IT outsourcing hub

lled profes-  anyone else harvest that.”

like digital

intelligence
“Trade Pillar”

Data being  not invelve tarff curs.

across bor-

lative on e-  Indiashould not change its stand.

Trump, Modi,
Rahul & Formula3

There's aformula of three pillars

onwhich a successful campaign

must rest. Trump has just followed it, as did Modi in 2014 and 2019,

butnotin 2024

"N Zhat does Donald Trump's victory well
us about what leaders do to sweep
elections, lose them. orwin but sort of

underwhelmingly. Think Trump now, Rahul

more often than not, and Narendra Modl in

Jumne this year.

The first lesson from the spectacular Trump
winisthe formula of three pillars for a successful
campaign. Let's say natjonalism, triumphalism
and cynicism. To see how it works, ook at the
MAGA (Make America Great Again) concept.
‘That America deserves tobe much greater than
itcurrently Is represents nationalizm. That ivwill
Ibe made great again —harking back tosome not-
too-distant glorious past when America was the
tops —Is triumphalism. Always declare victory
before the fight begins.

And if you argue that America was already
great, its economy growing
rapidly — having grown to
almost twice the Eurozona's
gross domestic product (GDEP)
compared to bout 50 per cent
in 2008 — its stock markets
booming,. and its leadership in
technology and Innovation
lighting up the world, [ will
show you what cynicism s, In
electoral  natlonalism, my
nation is never great enough
until 1 am in charge. Then, it
will be 5o much better.

As we jump continents and
switch to India, we can see why Rahul Gandhi
was devastated in 2004 and 2019, while Modi
did so well. And then. why did Modi fall so
short of his own expectations — and of those
of the markets and pollsters — in 20247 That
240 was a disappointment for him. A victory
on points was a letdown for one used to deliv-
ering quick knockouts, What brought him to
that pass?

“The Congress and Bahul are simpler to put
to the test on our three points: Natlonallsm,
triumphalism and cynicism. In 2014, Rahul was
leading the campaign for a party in power for
adecade. But his campalgn rarely, if ever, high-
lighted its achievements. Had his party's dec-
ade made India greater? And was he now going
to make it greater still? Did this decade make
India militarily and diplomatically stronger,
strateglcally more secure and globally more
influential? Ddd the Congress/United
Progressive Alllance pull India out of the
“morass” In which “Vajpayee's Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) had left it™ No such thing.

NATIONAL INTEREST

SHEKHAR GUPTA

That took away nationalism and riumphalism.
It was still so much about the rich and the

into &n Al innovation ecosystem, lever-
aging Its vast data and computing expert-
Ese. He gays, "There is no reason to let

China considers data a factor of pro-
duction, like land, labour, and capital,
and does not share it with global firms,
Mo to trade pillar of IPEF: While Mr
Trump's stance on tarffs s unlikely to
soften, he may urge India to join the
of the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework (IFEF) as it does

Inthis 14-nation deal. India has com-
mitted to three of the four areas. India
has wisely opted out of the IFEF Trade
Pillar as it restricts domestic policies
around digital trade and labour stan-
dards without offering tariff-cut benefita.

n Make in India: Mr Trump
Is expected to boost US manufacturing
subsidies through initiatives like the
Inflation Reduction Act, sidestepping
WTO rules. India can take this &5 a cue
to strengthen its Make in India pro-

OPINION 13

gramme, focusing on deeper manufac-
turing rather than surface-level
assembly. India and the US can collabo-
rate to produce solar cells from the raw
material stage. This will cut dependence
‘on China and benefit both.
measure: India mus:

engage with the US as an equal partnet,
asserting its interests objectively, and
responding with measured reciprocity
in all dealings — something it has suc-
cessfully done before. For instance, in
March 2018, when the US imposed tariffs
on Indian steel and aluminium, India
countered by raising tariffs on 29 specific
American products. This response was
«carefully calibrated to ensure that India
collected eqguivalent revenue from US
Imparts as the US did from Indian steel
and aluminium.

India should prepare in advance to
benefit from the new Trump era and
avold belng caught off guard.

The cucthor is foender; Global Trude Ressarch
Initiative

and for Pakistan, a 56-inch chest (tiumphalism).

So overwhelming was this and so wound up
was the Congress in its own contradictions —
seeking a fresh mandate while implicitly repudi-
ating its preceding two — that even
reminded him that India was coming fromadec-
ade of & per cent annual GDP, or of all the new
Imstitutions that had been built. And if Modi did
nat ever bother to acknowladge any of this, this
‘was old-fashioned cynicism. He was out to make
Indiz great again, not greater. Just as Trump has
novw done,

v then did Modi fall short of his own, quite
reasonahle expectations in 20247 The fact

k= that he had sat up the campaign quite well,
along the same three-point winning fnm'mla_

poor, the inequality, the BIFS o

Indial under him,

his and his party's concern for the poor, the
deprived castes and the tribals. Rahul and his
supporters could argue that he was staying closer
tathetruth — that there was indeed alot of pov-
ey, nequality and deprivation even after 10
years of his party's rule — and ask how he could
budld such a triumphal campaign given this. The
answer Hes in the third part of cur three-point
proposition: Cyniclsm.

This1s politics. You are talking to the voter—
or, in fact, two kinds of voters. The undecided
voter who may not see much difference between
you and your rival and Is welghing all options.
And, even more importantly, your own loyal
woters. It is imperative that you motivate them
sowell that they are sure they're
on a winning ticket and come
out to vote in Jarge numbers. In
polarised electorates, it'sthings
lke these that separate electoral
routs from sweeps.

y 2009, one would have
hought that the Congress
would comse back with a report
card on Modi's five years, angu-
Ing that it had done much better
and that. if India wanted to
return to that same glorious
path, the electorate should vote
it back in. No such thing happened. It was all
ahoutthe Modi government’s “cosmuption” (-
Iidedar char hai), misgovernance, falled demone-
dﬁtlon and, of course, the bollerplate ch:ugﬁnf
Hsm. The entire i 25 Neg-
aﬂw There was nothing to say that ]ndlawag
great under the Congress, and vote us back to
make it great again,
It 15 one thing to say that Modi rode

Pul =iy

the post-
1l his falhures, but we
also need to ask if there was any nationalism in
the Congress campalgn. Or even optimdsm, if tri-
urmphalism is too much to expect?

Modi in 2004, however, came riding a wave
built on bdeas not very different from Truemp's in
2024, India'ssecurity and armed forces were weak
and the world did not take it seriously; there were
frequent terror attacks, and India meeldy offered
the other cheek (natonalism; Indiawasthe shaky
“I" in BRICS and that he was going to take Indla
o the top again, as it was in its “sone I chidipa”
past; and for China, there would be the "laal
aankih” (red eye. meaning hard power) treatment.

by the parade of world leaders hugging him on
camera at the G20; was on its way to becoming
the world's third-largest economy: and the past
five yearshad been the mast terroe-free of the pre-
vious five decades. Wouldn't you vote for him If
e was cnly going to make India greater stll?

Mow go hack to his campaign and pick the 10
high points. Almost all were about what the
Congress was saying, or what it was promising,
or allegedly threatening to doc Mangalsutra, buf-
falo, infiltrators, love of Pakistan, minogityism,
castelsm, how shabbily it had wested leaders from.
deprived castes, dynasticism, cormuption. Youcan
keep counting.

S0 many pall planks he had built in the run-
uptnthe campaign — llsljgglcbe] stature (G20,

vt d kam
Mandjrappealwmhermkwmclass&mh
pasthumous Bharat Ratnas for Charan Singh
and Karpoor Thakur—were all forgotten.This
was Modl in his uncharacteristic new, defensive
avatar. We noted this in a National Interest col-
umn on April 27, 2024. Ifthere was one thing we
didn't hear, or definitely not often enough, itwas

like: "See how I have made Indi
in just these 10 years. Won't you give me five
years again to make it greater still?”

The fact is thar Modi, unc Iy, ot
off his winning horse and shifted to an akhara
fight. 11\]!bmk2hlsmnmemminloeymes ﬁs
thehig, nazionali
from the campaign. an angry, resentful respanse
to the Oppositlon 5 aJlega(Ions replaced whar

Moadi-style
do- mae yE-Ever-matter cynicism.

Ih.'ls“asn‘tmsla shift in messaging. The Modl
of 2024 was not riding on this trolka of proposi-
tons that had won him twoe majorities and most
recently brought Trump back to power. He was
merely fighting to keep what was his. He suc-
ceeded in retaining it, though just about. This is
how the 303 of 2019 was reduced to 240.

A partern of what works in electoral demioc-
racies has now been set. You will find some vari-
ant of the same in most others, as national
pride, culture and identity override pure, trans-
actional economics,

{The second part of the defence budget
National Interest, promised for this week, was
overtaken by US elections. It will appear next
Sturday)

By special arrangenend with ThePrint

Why there is only one Bukhara

EYE CULTURE

WISHAL MENDN

irat Kohili, the modern-day bat-
ting virtucso, has a star-sowd-
ded resume — cnethat also
Inchudes belng part of two of India’s
three lowest-ever scores in Test cricket.
Astheforlorn captain, be was in the
thick of acti hen histeam suffered
Itslowest-everscore — 36all out—
against Australia in Adelaide four vears
agn. Indian batterssankto the depthsof
misery yetagain inthe just concluded
Testseries agalnst Wew Zealand.
Under the cloudy foremnoon skiesin
Bengaluru last month, New Zealand's
pace trlocomprising Tim Southes, Matt
Henryand Will O'Rourke ran thy
Inc like a hot knifethrough
‘butter. India could only muster 46, thelr
lowest tally at home. They did not have
thestomach fora fght inthe
subsequent Test match in Pune aswell.
Onaragingtumer, New Zealand's
left-arm spinner Mitchell Santner
prisedopen India’s vaulted barting,
scalping 13 wickets, Things came tobaoll

havetobeat Australia 4-0inthe
upcoming five-match Testseries in
Australia toqualify forthe W fimal.

It completely comes down to T20
cricket, that's about it. The more T20
cricket is played, the lesser people will

India’s meek surrender was browght d.e[end Gambhirsald.
about by their bamers' o you're sousedto
Kohli and captain m..thmym_lem up
looked jaded and bereft ofideas, while forgemting the soft hands and all that
Mmﬂ!rs]lle&adam)&wn.md !tuﬂwhlchpmbehlyusedmhappens
Shubman Gillwere rEpAre Ithinkwe

Atthecore, thlsseriﬁlosshasl.njd d.eﬁendhag'b-ma especiallyona

bare a fundamental question: 1s T20
batting ethos proliferating into

“Testcricket?

Inthis age ofthe Indian Premier
League(IPL), patience isnolonger a
virtue for Indian batters, One rarely
sees adefensive shot being played by
them. Leaving deliverles outside the
off-stump is frowned upon; attack ks
the bestand cnly form of defence,
and impetuosity has crept into
shot selection.

Sadly, the good old-world virtues
have given way topower game and
range hirting. It isa broader
generational problem inwhich the T2
format isworking agadnst Test match
battingskills It isa deep-rooted malaize
that has afflicted India’s pramier
bmrs.andwqungly.mﬂeamm

Inthe third Test in Mumbal, when Ihe
hosts 0f147, were dismi
for12l.

New Zealand, nevercounted among
the posterboys of international cricket,
exposed [ndia's fragility, hubris, and
Incompetence. to notch upa scarcely
bellevable 3-Otriumph. In doingso,
theyended India's 12-year, 18-series

are
ud.mesahaglmp]u!l.umll]m Sbal.'l out
and 46all outso frequently.

According toseasoned cricket writer
Gideon Halgh, fiveof Testcricket's
lowest scores have come since 2010. Not
surprisingly, it hascoincided with the
riseof T20 and franchise cricket. Team

Impregnable domination at home. Indiz's hewd coach, Gawtam Gambhir,
The result pc \ly complicates. acknowledged the ady of
Indiz’s World Test Charmplonship white-ball cricket during a press

[WTC) final qualification. They now

conference in Pune last month,

tuming track, because if you have
mnﬂd.ence Inyourdefence, alotof

d out,” h

With the WTC final qualification
ontheling, the Indian team is staring
atanexistentlal question: What
constitutes their home. a.dvamage’

YES, BUT...
SANDEEP GOYAL

first ate at the Bukhara way
back in 1986, That two

India is nolonger the
bastion itwas inthe 1990sand early
2000s that had promped former
Australia captain Stephen Waugh to
famously term it the “final frontler”.
Theemergence of the [PLhas
meant that margquee players from
across the globe visit India at least
onceayear. The cash-rich T20 league
hasshrunkthe cricketing map,
stripping Indiaof its mystique, aura,
and intrigue. Nevertheless, one
should not discount whar New
Zealandachleved onthese shares
earlier this month. Without their
talismanic player Kane Williamson,
Mew Zealand tamed India 3-0inthelr
own backyard. Thiswould godownas
oneof the greatestachievements in
Mew Zealand's cricketing history, ona
par with their 2021 WTCwin.
Santnersummed it upapdy when
hesald: "Webeat them (India) at their
own game. We cutspun and owtpd;
them in their own conditions."

Mkﬂmiﬂd Faan cooked by
the Chef Madan Lal
Jaiswal. Honestly, 1 had never
tasted a bentil dish quite like Dal
Bukhara till then. | was amazed
that dal could taste so deliclous.
The menu was faity spaman —
the Barmah Kababs were there,
and even back then, it boasted
Tandoorl Aloo, the Naan
Bukdara and Phired. The experi-
ence of an open kitchen was a
novelty in the 1980s. The inte-
riors — a harmonious blend of
rustic elegance, featuring stone
walls adormed with traditional
carpets, rough-hewn trestle
tables, woodenstoals, alongwith
the warm glow of copper pots
and ums, eontributed to the res-
raurant’s unique sesthetics, The
Hussain painting that hangs on
ome of the stone pillars these days
was yet to be gifted by the mer-
curial artist to the farnous eatery.

“The food and beverage team

at Maurya wanted the mow-
famous wooden menu to be re-

I was arookie at the ad
agency HTA then. Anil Channa,
the general managerof the hotel,
was there himself at lunch to
brief me. To my untrained and
atill inexperienced advertsing
mind, iddling with the wooden
menu seemed like an unneces-
sary exercise. The Bukhara,
Launched in 1978, was already an
fcondc restaurant — Rajlv and
Sonia Gandhi were regulars in
thiose days; and no India visit was
complete for & visiting Head of
State without a meal at Bukhara.
Ajit Haksar, the legendary chair-
man of ITC, had launched
Bukhara (orsothe folklore goes)
toserve better Indian food than
Delhi's famed Moti Mahal. The
new restaurant had exceeded
all expectations, becoming
India’s Mo 1by far.

‘The menu discussion thank-
fully got nixed halfaay through
the lunch when Chef Jalswal
questioned the need to change
it. Mr Channa was now in two
minds. | was too junior to vaice
my opinion and preferred to
keep my own counsel. Slowly,
a consensus built up around
the table that the wooden
menu was a part of the sym-
bols, sights and sounds of the
Bukhara. That decision has
remained unchanged for 38
vears, thankfully.

My next big assignment on
the Bukhara was a couple of

vears larer. & decision had been
taken at the ITC headquartersto
franchise out Bukhara in New
“York. ['was appalled. Where was
the need to have a second
Bukhara? After all, there is only
one Taj Mahal, just one Eiffel
Tower ... wouldn't opening up
another Bukhara dilute the
charm (and uniqueness) of the
original restaurant? But who
was | to question the wisdom of
theclient big-wigs? My creative
partner, Gulln Sen, and 1 were
introduced to the Kashmirl
gentleman chosen as the pan-
ner. He wanted to “launch the
original Bukhara with an
Amercanaccent” | disliked the
drawings of the interlors. Most
elements of the Bukhara at the
Maurys were proposed to be
“tweaked”. And yes, we were
told to redesign the menu —
the wooden platter, it was felt,
would not work in the Big
Apple. Gullu created a beautiful
menu using the turbans of var-
lous Afghan clans as visuals.
Everyone at ITC loved it
Privately, 1 still thought that the
American gdventure ought to
be aborted — the Bukhara was
too precious a property to be
replicated elsewhere.

Within a year of its launch
In Mew York, the Bukhara was
shurtered. Despite a good start,
the restaurant never really
managed to emulate the suc-
cess of the original. Business
was 50 lukewarm that the fran-

chisee threw inthe towel inless
than 12 months,

'C top brass were stunned.
There wes a lot of introspection
and a lot of soul-searching. &
decision was taken that there
would never be another
Bukhara. Restaurants with an
almost identical experience, and
meny, in ether ITC properties
would be called Peshawarl (and
Royal Afghan). The Bukhara
offering would remain pristine.
Bukhara has never served rice —
never will. There are no pickles
ever on the table. Naans are
never served half Mo butter
chicken, no gravies.

Despite the Amerlcan set-
back, efforts were still made in
later years to launch Bukharas
InHong Kong, Bangkok, Ajman,
Kathmandu, Singapore and
Montreal. All falled. Since 1997
there is only one Bukhara. The
original Bukhara. A long due les-
son had been leame_ Finally.

Arnold  Schwarzenegger,
Roger Federer, Mick Jagger,
Bruce Springsteen, Sting, Bill&
Hillary Clinton, Prince Philip,
Tony Blalr and many many
more celebrities have been
hosted by the Bukhara over the
past four decades. They came
becanse of the mystigue
around the restaurant. And its
unreplicable charm. Because
there is only one Bukhara.

May that never change.

Theanthoris Chiirman of Rediffusion
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No cop-out on
climate crisis

COP29 must look beyond the US to progress on
limiting emissions and raising finances for
developing nations to transition from fossil fuels
atlonal delegations and climate activists
converge in Buku, Azerbaijan for COP29
beginning Monday in the backdrop of Donald
Trump's return as President of the United
States (US), The US President-clect is a cimate-sceptic
anel his return is seen as a setback for climate
negotiations, the progress the world has made on
emissions, and raising funds for developing countries,
issues set todominate the deliberations at Baku,

The concem about Trump'sintransigence on the
climate crisis is understandable, The US is responsible
for 20% of COZ emissions between 1850-2022 and has
per capita emissions of 18 tonnes of carbon diovdide
equivalent (t002e) compared to the global average of
4.7 1002¢, Curvently, China leads ghobal emissions
Followed by the US, India and the European Unidon,
Any policy reversal by the US could derail efforts to limit
global emperature rse 1o 1.5°C above pre-indwstrial
levels when the UN is already warning of 3.1'C warming,
Trump, not to forget, has threatened to terminate the
Green New Deal and repeal the Inflaton Reduction Act;
his administration pulled out of the Paris Agreement in
2020, He has also sabd he will “drill, drill, drill”,

However, severnl multikateral agreements on elimate
hnve lnkd dhown the path to deal with the climate crisis
Inthe face of American unilateralism. In fact, the US
election result should, perhaps, be seen asa prod
for greater global eooperation to achieve the Parks
Agreement goals. US administrations, in any case, have
maintaineda hardline stance on climate and refused to
acknowledge historical responsibility. They have
demanded that emenging economies take on the
Burden of neting on climute and declined to provide
adequate finance, weakening the very principles of
equity and common but differentiated responsibilities,
Trump Z0could make it worse,

How bestcan UN climate meetings be Insulated from
the shocks of regime changes? The first would be to
recognise that the economic losses due to climate
disruption are far higher compared to the costs
Incurred in lHmiting emissions. Second, climate finance
must flow from developed countries to developing
countries as laid down in the convention; without
finance, there can be no transition, and the developed
workd will suffer equally If developing nations continue
tovdepend on fossil fuels, Third, unilateral trade
measures such as the Carbon Border Adjustrent
Mechanism (CBAM) can alienate and negatively impact
developing natlons. Anopen dialogue on these
measures is a must before frictions incrense, Fourth,
countries must trust market forces to force corrections,
ALCOPZE in Dubal, the world agreed to transition away
from fossi] fuels in enengy systems in a just, orderly, and
equitable manner. [talso agreed to triple renewable
energy eapacity globally and double the global average
annual rate of energy efficlency improvements by 2060,
Even before Dubai, the declining cost of solar and wind
power had provided the economic rtionale for
transitiondng from fossil fuels. This s a global trend —
though challenges of storage and transmisskon remain,

The onus may now be on other developed nations led
by the EU, China, and India to step upthe game and
provide leadership basedon principles kb down in the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change. Beijing is currently the leading emitter but also
alender in clean energy. Itls an opportunity for Inclia as
well: The climate emergency s the existential crisis of
our time and future legacies will be built around
leadership provided to alleviate its impact.

| ANOTHER DAY |
Namita Bhandare

HT¢iod
OPINION

Empowering a
generation of
India’s dreamers

Ratan Tata's life reminds us

that true leadership is measured
not just by one's achievements,
but by one’s ability to care

for the most vulnerable

t han been o month since Ratan Tataf
let s, Froan busthing clties ane towns o
vilkages, his absonoe [s deeply felt across
overy segment n1 sochty. Seasoned
i Flall g entreprencu
1||1I Ilnﬂlwultinu professionals moum
higloss, Those passbonate about the environ-
ment and devoted to philanthropy ane equally
saddened. His absence has been
deeply felt not only across the nation .
Buit also around the warkd,

For the youth, Ratan Taia was an
Insplration. a reminder that dreams
are worth pursuing and that success
cn cocxlst with compasalon as well
as humility, For others, he re
semtid the Hinest raditions of Inddan
enterprise and a steadfast commii-
mvient o the vilues of integrity, escel-
bence, and service., Under his leaderahip, the
Tona Group ascended new heights, e bodying
respect, honesty, and credibility worldwide,
Diespite this, hi wore his achiovoments lightly,
welih lmaility and kine ness,

Raean Tata's unwavering support for the
dreams af others was one of his most defining

nalities. In recent years, be became known
or mentoring Indin's Startup ecosystem,
Fnvesting in many promisng ventures, He
understood the hopes and aspirations of
young entreprencurs and recognised the
Lul\hll l thiey had 1o shape India’s fu

ncking thelr cfforts, he empowered i gener-
ton of dreamers to take bold risks and push
boundaries,

This has gone a beng way [n creniing a cul-
ture of inmovation and entreprencurship,
which | am confident will comtinue 1o posl-
wlvely mpact India for decades 1o come,

Marendra
Modi

He constantly chaimploned excellence, ung:
ing Indian enierprises K11|uh-l| bench-
marks, This wision, | hope, will lnspire our
Tuture leadlers o miski |I'IJ|II'U"I'HJII}‘I1K!II| with
world-class quality.

His greatness was not restricied o the
Boardrooi of helplig fellow himans, His
compasslon extended to all living beings. His
deep lave for animals wis well-lnown and e
supprtod every posibde oflor Roused on and
mal welfare, He often shared photos of his
dogs, who were as much a part of his 1ife as
any business venture, His Hie wis a reminder
i us all that irue leadership s mensured not
just by one's achlevements, but by one's ability
o care for the most valnerable,

For cromes of Indians, Ratan Tata's
punrfotism shone brightest in times of
crisls. His swilt reopening of the
beombe Taj Hodel in Mumbod afier the
2611 vervor attacks was a rallying call
to the natlon — Indla stands undted,
refusing to yleld (o werrosism.

O personil note, | ad the privi-
D il Kewiw g i veiy closely over
ihe years. We worked closely In Guj-
arat, whare b Invested extensfvely,
Justa few weeks ago, | was in Vadodar w)
the Presidem of the Government of Spa
Podim Sdnches, xnuwrjulnlly Illlllltlllu]nl an
alreralt complex where C-295 alrerall would
e msde 1w Rantan Tatn who startod work
ing on this, Needless 1o say, Ratan Tata's pres-
enee was greatly missed

Tremember Ratan Tata/i'as a man of letters
= he would (requently write to me on varons
fasiees, be |1 malters of governance, expresdig
appreciation for government support, or send-
ing congramulatory wishes after electoral victo-
rles,

Our close Interactions continied when |
moved (o the Centre and he remalned a cone
s b o nation-boikiing eTors,
a's sipport for the Swachh Bharat
Missbon wis particularly elose to my heart. He
was i vocal advocate of this mas movement,
understanding that cleanliness, hyglene, and

The unbearable heaviness
of financial conversations

tener questions about money for a long

time. | hive seen them change over ims,

There used (o be entry-level questions
about what (o do with 230,000 in the bank,
il stocks and funds Lo buy, portfolbe ques-
Hons around asset allocathon, Siralegy ques-
Hons = o whise range of questions around th
deployrment of maney. But os | eomsele oyor
ol my audic-only podeast, some deeper ques-
Hons are beginning to come — hesl s
elngly, with most meking for o nomyim-
iy, but more steadily, These are
around the family amd finances,
Inheritances and the diMculty of
money conversatlons between

I have answered reader, viewer, and lis-

aster that would end [n cither debd or divoree,
possibly both,

Whille dara bs not avallable lor middhe-class
Drvin aindl 118 rensons lor maria ) discord. dots
from the Unised States (US) points o money
el one of the key ciuses of divoree, A study
by the Instiute for [Mvorce Financial Analyss
[Hryuird comySh2agoz) put money kssues os the
Ahird biggest reason ul 2% ol why a marrage
Tulls, comnling after basie ncompatibility ot 4%

and |nfideliy al 268%, It also says that

Munhumuihﬂlwlmhrllunh:‘ teeed
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e grateful 6o him for making |

IIUIt I;III YOUTIL RATAN

CWORTIH PURSUING )
AT SUCCESS CAN COEXIST
WITH COMPASSION AS WELL
AS HUMILITY, FOR OTHER
HE REPRE
FINEST Ill
INDIAY
\LU'\IMIT‘\II
VALUES OF INTEGRIT
EXCELLENCE, AND SE Ii\ltl.

£ Lo are vital Bor India's progress, | sl
memember his hearfeli video message for the
Swachh Bhavat Mission's Wth annlversary st
Ahe start of October, It wis among his linal
public appearances,

Stress bt miey emerges around jelin
A -

basic Inee lity also
the tensior 1 "

and val-
wes around money. Such dories con
ol Bl ways. | pe rsona lly knew ol
eouphes where the wile earns and the

-|Imum. and the absolute mythal o Monlka  Niestyle needs of the husband keep
blg happy large Indian family, We Halan her harnessed 1o the yoke,
mlght party together during lestivals, The next stage s when adult chil-

but will also see each other in court
thie next day over the *Lajpat Nagar
At that papaf gave 1o bhirpa and not me”.
The stress in lumilies over finances begins
o emerge al various |ife stages, I might begin
post-marriage when dilTerent value systems,
spending habits nnd Hlestyle-related needs
begln to present themselves as the cou ple
moves [roin Its st Dusl (o N g Uie leaking
fush. 1 got o question Trom a listener who
could not manage his wife's Ufestyle-related
meeds, She, 1t seemy, wanted a life that he
comld sdmply st afford and was unwilling 1o
cut bk on spending 1o sty within the single-
Incaine bome, This was a traln headed for dis-

identified him as the now-decensed Con-
gress leader HKL Bhagat. He was never

convicied,

Eventually, only 587 FIRs were [iled.
o barely two dozen convictions, It
yewrs lor Sajjan Kumar, s Congress

leadi
ook X

dren choose to stay al home with

thelr parents. While lnrge extended
Faimilbies Hving bog ether are common (n India,
the new urban reality |s mosily nuclear. But
even in the ¢ b option of lving together
I8 always there, capeclally as new assel crea-
tion for a young family bs so difficult. Stress
about money ermerges iround joint expenses
and apportboning costs ncross the lumily. Por
Ists sneer al any atlempt 1o discuss these
Innuies, but under the carpets In most theee-
sent-saln living rooms, are storles of sup-
pressec) anger as one part of e family pualls
harder. But judiging by the Incresing number
of questions aroamd this ares to e, it 1s begln-

owned by Sikhs.

consclousness and those who lived
ihronigh those days are now ald or dead. |
was In college then living with my parenis
Im Ciwll Limes, Obed Delhi | remsember book-
g uge 1o s the sky red from the (ames of
the tyre shops at Jhandewalan, most

soriln wins Just three when ber lamily,

Iy AR

ming 1o change. A good way o be falr, since
woung Incomes are far smaller than those ot
the peak of thelr carcer, is 1o apportion joint
spending on m pro-rata basl s Each contributes
according o ber means rather than an equal
share of the expenses. At some polnt, this
ecpution will (i post-retivement of the older
cohor — &0 an anmual update 8 needed o
change the ratlos,

Poss by the mest conbentious stage bs when
ihere are imherliance |sswes, And (n inberit-
ance, property remains the biggest lem of
contention. Finuncial assets wre far easler 1o
bequieath and |1 dsslly takes o nombnstlon
Tacked by & will and denth certificate to move
thie money, but it iy the Immovable properties
Ahist end up many mes in court, A Centre for
Podicy Rescarch repont (tnyurlcony 3 7hvrd)
eatimates that about o gu v ol all eases
declded by the Supreme Count invelve land

{ EDITOR'S PICK |

A STORY OF TREES

There coubdi't have bech worse pews in the ras-up

klmber, and o

Another couse close (o his heart was health
care and, especially, the Nght agalnst cancer,
I recall the programme In Assam fwo years
ngo, where we jolntly Innagurated varlous
CRIKET Impllnlni:l the state, In his remarks at
lhal i tegorically st

1 ate his I
um elforts to make health and cancer
care nccennible snd alfordible were rooted in
o profound empathy for those battling dls-
vases, belleving that a just soclety was the one
that stood by its most vulnerable.

As we remember him today. we are
reminded of the soclety he envisioned —
whire business v as a force for good,
whire al's potential B valied,
nrvd where progress |s messured (n the well-
being and happlness of all. He remains alive in
the |ives he touched and the dreams e nur
tured. Generathons will be grateful to him for
making India o better, kinder, and more hope-
Ful place.

Margaifra Modi &5 Prime Mbafsier of il

disputes and three-Mfihs of all clvil cases in
India are related 10 property disputes, Of
course, not all are Hnked to inheritance, but
these would make up a signilicant postion,

However, parent money fsues might not be
08 slmple as who gets what, but can have
many dimensions, One lstener discovered a
home loan that his mother, a school Leacher,
took just a year before retiremen ]
expected him to take over the loan, b
destroying his hard-o anciul stabdity,
Another one wanied tolnd the maney o cam-
pensite his sisters for the family home he hid
Inherited,

Much of the discord can be avalded I anly
ot wioul I Indblente clearly what we winl (o be
done with our msets alter we ane gone. But
even U ol of death becomes an emotlonal
Bomb in mony houses. If o conversation §s inl
tiated by o son or daughter, there are two
FeRpinaes — you are groedy for your shiare or
ey yooua waant mne o i Mowtly it |s nelther, but
Just o desire to not have huge [ssues between
elblings post the passing, The nominations
and will are stage two declsions, the first bs for
us o dedde who gets what alier weare gone,

As | answer more and more questions
around these issucs of money and relaton-
ships, | find that a2 non-emaotional, baggage-
Tree npproach works best. Il 'we can separte
the iron chains of past events ihat Inform our
reactions today and make declsions on money
koeping lalmess, ratlonality and responsibliny
I mibnel, our lves will be lighter. So will be the
sltuation In [ndlan courts,

Db schulriier | only ainswer stialegy quesibons
o the padeast, do not praciise commenclally
ol ddo o vecom mend a specl fic product,

Adonifr Haalu s b the best-sedlieg author of the
Lar's Tadk sertes af books on o,
Thoe wiews exp il ary persomal

T s scditers offier a book recommencrt|on every Saturclry, which provides history,
contet, and helps understand recent news events

1 H L Mo of Parlaiment ot the tme, (o be

The 1984 anti-Sikh riOts: i st amss

i thils year, o irlal court judge ordered char-  barring o1 3-year-obd sisier, was killed. Her

. 8 memaries of those days are hazy, but she

] I I Al w n erwn (G s her reaponnlblbity o pass on t her

l S u e (, Ou et W ll her adster told her = how the mob

targeted the men, even children. How so

iy glels amd women were mped. Nobody

Mied  palice complaint because of ihe
whame

Drarshan Kaur wis eventually rewnlied

with her bost aby, Another woman had

Tound him and lept him safe. Itis perhaps

the anly sllver liniag in her story, Her

| 7year-old granddmaghicr, lshpreet, now

ImGrade 11, siys she never knew her grand-

lather: " But because we nover got jwstice,

o the climaie talks ai Bakou, Azerbaljan — il aver-
nge globil tempersture for 2004, the hotes) year on
record, will be L5C above (he pre-lndustrial e,
Beur b mdnd that the Parts Agreement set lmiting
warming o L5°C o8 the alim, This g gerod concem
i eomversations about the climate ol

There are, of course, many wiys o talk about the
climute crink and eavironment. Richund Powen”
08 novel The Overstory does this through Aetion
writing. People move its plot forwand, but
henows throughous that trees ane its real protagonist.
Perwers, i programimer imed wilter, creates ilne
charnciers whose llves have featured trees in one
capacity or smother — o Bumily “hedrloom”, a saviour,
even a villaln (of sorts) — o talk about deforestation,

e Lo be framd agadnst another Congress
bender, Jagdish Tyther,
“Are we not citizens of the country who
wochety st lorgot about as.
Ter the moab set Darshan Kaur's  bodyguords, the capital city was the epleonine To mark those days, Phoalka, whe has
husbiisl ablaze, she gaothored her  of 0 maas masscre, as mobs, allegedly  for yoars appearad pra bono for the victims
three children, the youngest Just  Incted by Congrons leaclers and spurred by of the 1984 riots, recently rebeased o video
15 days old, and bolted, In the >
frenzy. the baby slipped from 19-year-old  fulls, the ground will shake,” targeted inno- — month, The Kaurs of 1984 by Sanam Sutir-
cent Sikhs ath Wazir added to the limited e e
atop, For the next three days, she and the By government estimates, around 2800 on the rlots.
remalning two children ran from the  were killed in Dellil bt sentor advocate HS While not easy b wich or read, these are
palice statlon o guritwara searching for

deserve Justice?” asks Darshan Kour, “But
Rajlv Gonehi's staterment, “Whena bigtree  serles an his YouTube channel, Earlker this

Darshan's hands, But there was no time b
Phoolka reclkons it was closer to 4,000, edsential add tbons in an age of truncated

o safe place, In Trilodpurd, 12 of Darshan Kaur's make  attention spans. If justice has failed. then st we can never lorget.” b1 fmpact, wnel course correction. Without the teth-

There was none 1o be found. For three  relatives were killed. She saw a man in  beast there bsa record of [ s documentition ers of non-fiction writing. Powers Is able lo make the  The Overstory:
days [ollowing the nssassimnation of Indira  dark glasses and a white kirte pyfama glve  of one of India's most shamelul cha plers, Neairira Bhardre wiltes om peider, problem kess inbelkectunlised and more bodily el for - Richard Powers
Gandhl on October 31, 1984, by her SIkh  Instrueciions to the crowd. In court, she Alrendy, 1984 18 reced ing from natlonal The views expessed are peraneal Ehee reader, thereby serving the climate cause, Year: 20018
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