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E d clear
winners in Haryana and J&K

Dﬂtﬂr}' to pollsters' predictions, the Bha-

retain power in Haryana by increasing its
seats from 40 to 48 and vote share from 36.5% to
39.9%, securing a third consecutive term. The
Congress's vote share also acerued a whopping 11
points to register 39.0% but its seat tally increased
marginally, by six, to 37. The two regional parties
catering to the influential Jat community, the In-
dian National Lok Dal (INLD) and Jannayak Janta
Party (]I did poorly as their combined vote
share fell from 2% in 2009 to 7% in 2024, aiding
the Congress. But the BJI's astute social engineer-
ing, gaining support from non-Jat OBCs by prop-
ping up leaders from among them, besides its
strengths in urban areas, helped it sail through,
This is a remarkable achievement for the BJP
which was saddled not just with anti-incumbency
buit also facing a resurgent Congress that was pro-
jected to win more seats. While the farmer and
wrestlerled agitations helped the Congress to do
well in rural areas, it was not enough to break the
EJP's social coalition there or dent the BJP's ur-
‘ban strongholds. The grand old party’s bugbear,
a divided party leadership, did not help matters.
The win also adds gloss to the B[P's central lea-
dership that had taken some flak since the party's
underwhelming performance in the 2024 general
election. The Congress will have to go back to the
drawing board to rework its strategy of upending
the BJP in the Hindi heartland.

The results in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) were
two-faced. The BIP increased its share by five
points to 45% in Hindw-majority Jammu, helping
it win in 29 seats and retain its seat shares in the
region. The National Conference Congress-led al-
Liance (INDIA bloc) won in four seats reserved for
Scheduled Tribes. In the Kashmir Valley, the IN-
DIA bloc changed the script from a decade ago by
winning 41 out of the 47 seats and reducing the
PO to three seats. The INDIA blocs ability to
compete in Jammu and dominate in Kashmir was
enough for it to win a decisive majority of 49
seats, a number that should have been higher if
not for rebel candidates winning in a few seats.
The BJP's strategy of isolating the mainstream
polity in Kashmir and to use delimitation to ma-
nufacture a majority were not successful as the
electorate clearly favoured the strongest opposi-

Sunset for the UKs coal-fired power; lessons for India

milestone and indicates the hastening

of an ongping paradigm shift in energy
production globally. But this has by no means
been a frictionless transition, as it has been
portrayed in much of the press. There have also
been calls to replicate the United Kingdom’s coal
phase-out globally. While Britain's experiment
could hold good for a few developed economies,
a far more tailor-made approach would be
required for developing and least-developed
nations.

Britain's coal phaseout must also not be
viewed as beginning with its 2015 Paris pledge to
bring down unabated coal-fired power to zero by
2025, It must largely begin with the disastrous
Great Smog of London of 1952, leading to the
enactment of environmental legislation such as
the 1956 Clean Air Act and other protracted
processes over a Tlyear period, which included
gec-political, environmental, economic and social
pressures. The discovery of natural gas in the
North Sea in 1965 and the desire to move away
from coal impaorts from the Soviet Union at the
height of the Cold War, as depleting domestic
reserves made mining uneconomical, thereby
jacking up costs of coal-fired energy production,
collectively hastened the transition away from
coal, which began almost 60 years ago. The
subsequent forced closures of about 20 mines in
the mid-1980s by the Margaret Thatcher
povernment, despite a vear-long miners’ protest,
led to blight and inter-generational poverty that
same parts of the erstwhile coal-reliant regions of
the UK. continue to face. This is not to
undermine the urgency with which nations must
work toward drastically reducing their carbon
emissions over the next two decades, but to
appreciate and emphasise the vastly different
trajectories and plans required to reach this goal.

Let us consider comparing India with the UK.'s
trajectory to achieving net zero emissions. At the
2021 Glasgow COT, India and China stood out
seeking an amendment to the final declaration
and having the phrase ‘phasing down’ and not
“phasing out’ of coal introduced. India pledged to
achieve net zero emissions by 2070 and meet half
its energy needs from renewables by 2050,

he shuttering of Britain's last coal-fired
T power plant, in Nottinghamshirve, is a

Cumulative emissions

India is the third largest carbon emitter, behind
the United States and China, emitting about 2.9
gigatons in 2003, far ahead of the UKs 384
million metric tonnes in the same year, But
]ndu’k population is over 20 times that of the

tion toit, in the Valley in particular, CM-desi;
Omar Abdullah will have his task cut out and will
strive first to get statehood for J&K. An empo-
wered government that has the acceptance of the
people, who participated in good numbers,
should help the prospects of peace in the con-
Rict-prome province. The BjP-led Centre must
heed the mandate and allow the government to
funetion and fulfil its promises.

Deep roots

Physics Mobel Prize acknowledges
the diverse foundations of Al

or an idea whose time has come, look no

further than artificial neural networks

(ANNs) and machine learning, the 2024
Nobel Prize in Physics seems to suggest. John J.
Hopfield and Geoffrey E. Hinton have been ho-
noured “for foundational discoveries and inven-
tions that enable machine learning with artificial
neural networks”, The foundations of ANNs are
rooted in various branches of science, including
statistical physics, neurobiology, and cognitive
peychology, and artificial intelligence (AT) has be
come a household term today by drawing on
such disparate insights. ANNs are networks of
neurans {or processing centres) designed to op-
erate like those in animal brains. In 1982, Hop-
feld, a towering figure in biological physics, in-
troduced an ANN called the Hophield network.
Each neuron in this network is connected to all
the others, and the flow and weight of informa-
tion are not preferential to one direction. The
Reurons can provess some input using Hebbian
ledmmg("nzumnsthdlﬁmnmzthm wwtogm

India’s per capita emissions were
at 2 tonnes in 2023, less than half the global
average of 4.6 tonnes and almost a third of the
LLKs 5.5 tonnes in the same year.

‘An analysis by Carbon Brief that considered

India could

historical emissions of nations between 1850 and
2024 itill the closure of the Nottinghamshire
plant), took into account their carbon footprint as
eolonial powers. This put the UK. at fourth place,
with emissions touching 10.4 billion tonnes,

learn from ll'u_
LK

does not make
the mistakes
Britain made

which Carbon Brief said was ‘more than most
countries ever produced from all sources”.
Britain built the earliest known public
coalfired power plant in 1882 in the heart of
London near Fleet Street. Coal became the
mainstay in Britain, powering homes, industries
and husinesses for well over half a century until
the mid 1960s. Coal employment peaked in 1920,
employing 1.2 million miners at about 3,000
mines nationwide. About a 100 small coal-fired
power plants dotted the landscape at this time,
supplying power to nearby towns and industrial
areas. And, Britain dominated coal exports in the
early 20th century accounting for 30% of global
exports in 1943, The UKs peak thermal power
consumption was in the 19505 and 1960s, when
90% of energy was generated by coal, before
steadily shifting to natural gas, nuclear and, more

recently, wind and solar.

India’s coal story

India’s first coal mine, the Raniganj coalfield,
straddles present-day West Bengal and
Jharkhand. While it was established as early as in
1774 by the British East India Company (and this
is why historical CO: emissions matter), this led to
large-scale coal extraction from much of India’s
eastern and central States of Jharkhand, West

many miners alone worked in Britain more thana
century agn.

Moreover, Britain's per capita energy
consumption was almost three times India's in
2022, and this is despite the Russia-Ukraine
warinduced energy austerity, and even as the
world was at the tail Enduﬂh.e COVIDAS
pandemic.

Having made the case that a direct comparison
on eoal phase-out between the two countries
cannot be made, there are kessons that India
could learn from the UKs transition particularly
in the past decade, and also ensure it does not
make the mistakes Britain made in the 19805 and
19905,

Britain’s transition

After committing to phasing out coal by 2005,
when Britain had already reduced its use o a fifth
of its energy needs, it pursued a holistic transition
of not just the wurl&l'orte of the sector but alsa the
regions and communities that depended on it
Retraining programmes focused on sectors that
rexquired skills similar to those in coal mining and
power generation such as engineering, heavy
machinery operation and maintenance. This was
mixed with early retirernent and redundancy

Bengal, Odisha, Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh. India’s first coal-fired power plant was
the Hussain Sagar Thermal Power Station,
established in 1920 in Hyderabad, during the
Nizam's rule. It powered the twin cities of
Hyderahad and Secunderabad well into the early
1980s. But it was not until 1956, when the
Trombay power station near Mumbai was
commissioned, that thermal power was truly
heralded as India’s mainstay. Moreover, the
average age of India's coalfired power plants is
about 12 years, meaning they have a few decades
before they could be decommissioned. While
India has exported coal to neighbouring
Myanmar and Sri Lanka, it has largely used its
reserves for domestic power production. Of late,
it has even been importing coal as power demand
has been steadily rising.

India s yot to reach its peak coal production
and consumption, which is expected between the
vears 2030-35, about B0 years since Britain
reached this spot. About 70% of its energy output
is currently from coal, accounting for 218 GW of
installed capacity. It has more than 350
operational mines and about 120 new ones have
been planned. A study by Global Energy Monitor
estimates that these mines provide direct
employment to almast 3,40,000 miners. This is
likely an under-estimation as many from the
agriculture sector are seasonal workers at mines,
A Council on Energy, Environment and Water
(CEEW) study estimates that India’s thermal
power plants employ about 4,00,000, people,
again a likely under-estimation as informal
employment at thermal power plants is high. This
means that at its peak, about 10 years from now,
the coal sector is likely to provide employment to
well over a million people, which is about how

new education and apprenticeship
programmes, and community and regional
redevelopment of historically coal-dependent
regions, or impetus to set up new industries in
thieir place. The sighting of renewable energy
projects, particularly offshore wind farms close o
major coal producing regions such as the North
Sea off Yorkshire, and repurposing the existing
grid infrastructure to transmit wind energy along
with remodelling old coal-fired power plants for
other forms of energy generation such as biomass
in Drax, have helped alleviate some of the fears of
Jjob loss and economic slowdown. This is not to
say concerns do not remain, but the gradual
decline in coal, with growing awareness about
dimate ge, and transparent, fixed timelines
tor transition, enabled Britain's coal phase-out.,
‘Outliers remain, like the protests at the now
shuttered Talbot steel plant as the Tata-owned
Eaility attempts to shift from coking coal to
electric furnaces, but this might likely be a
temporary closure.

While India has set itself a sufficient timeline of
45 more years to attain net zero emissions, there
hdsd]l'Eid.} been a steady and impressie gruwth
in renewables capacity. But coal-fired energy use
also has risen, and the country must begin
wm'kmg on ﬁ)clng timelines on plant
dex regional redevel

programmes, and retraining of miners and power
plant workforces, bearing in mind that India’s
historically coal-dependent regions are some of
the poorest in the country, and have workers who
have largely transitioned from agriculture to
mining. Only a holistic, transparent, and early
forward planning approach, would hasten a
transition that is inclusive and just.

drnal. shankargithehindu. oo

From solidarity to pseud, India’s shift on Palestine

ndia’s position on Palestine, once a symbal
lu[its anti-colonial ethos, has been diluted

since the end of the Cold War and has
dramatll:a]ly shifted over the past dEl:ade The

with lsrael, the i af

Palestine, and a focus on transactional diplomacy
are not isolated phenomena but interconnected
trencls shaped by an interplay of domestic and
global factors.

Hindutva and foreign policy
First, India’s evolving policy on Palestine is
inseparable from the rise of Hindutva. The
Bharativa Janata Party (B and the Sangh
]"arwal have sought to influence ]ndlak
based on a Hindu

worldview. This ideological shift has manifested
itself in a growing affinity with Israel, seen as a
natural partner against, and apparently a victim
of, the perceived threat of an “Islamic terror” - a

deeply i 1in the Hindutva

er”). The network as a whole was prc
be analogous to a group of atoms, each wlth
some magnetic energy. When ‘activated”, the
ANN could receive, for instance, a noisy image
and dynamically denoise it by minimising the
analogous magnetic energy of the system. Simi-
larly, the Boltzmann machine was an earlier mo-
del for a spin glass - a material in which roughly
half of atom pairs have their quantum spins
aligned while the other half have them ant-
aligned. This disorder causes the material to be
frustrated and minimise its energy through more
configurations than if the disorder was absent.
Alongside Terrence Sejnowski, Hinton popular-
ised the use of Boltzmann machines for cognitive
tasks, building on Hophield's work to enable them
to classify data based on similarity or generate
new patterns from old ones, again by having the
ANN minimise the value of an energy function.
The ubiquity of Al owes much to the robust
theoretical foundations laid by this year's physics
laureates and many others, drawing on mathe-
matical, physical, and biological insights that few
could have imagined would pave the way for AL
Herein lies a sting in the tail for India. Due to de
cades of low funding, inefficient governance, and
inadequate attempts to reconcile the needs of
science with bureaucratic processes, blue-sky re-
search has often been a casualty of sudden and
often transient bouts of consolidation and re-
Form. Resource constraints may require research-
ers to conduct research as well as teach, guide,
and administer. But as this year’s physics Nobel
demonstrates, dismissing blue-sky research alto-
gether is also to forfeit opportunities in technolo-
gy that Indians may not even be aware of.

discourse.

Historically, India’s support for Palestine was
rooted in its anti- tdmulhtmgg]e
self-determination, and anti-racism. However, in
“New India’, this support lsszzn through a
[ 1 I.em where the F inian cause is
linked exdusl\mly with the Muslim identity. The
public discourse, fuelled by right-wing media,
frames pro-Palestinian protests and solidarity asa
threat to national security and “anti-nationalism’.

Protests supporting Palestine are often met
with crackdowns, arrests, and even charges
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.
Leaders such as Asaduddin Owaisi, who publicly
voice suppart for Palestine, are routinely vilified,
while students expressing solidarity are targeted.
The state’s tacit approval in delegitimising the
Palestinian cause helps it align with Israel, not
just diplomatically but also ideclogically.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s unscheduled
stop at Mount Herzl to pay tribute to Theodore
Herzl, the founder of Zionism, during his 2017
visit is emblematic of this ideological

Ausociate Editor,
Sdashline and a
doctoral candidate,
Jawaharlal Nebiru
Wniversity, New Delhi

In these times
of great power
politics, the
legacy ideals of
non-alignment
and
anti-colonialism

by a new narrative that views Israel as a strategic
ally in a shared battle against perceived threats.

Values or ‘interests'?

The second factor driving India’s shift is a
transition from val to transactional
diplomacy. During the Nehruvian era, India’s
foreign policy was deeply intertwined with
anti-colonialism, including strong backing for
Palestinian statehood. At the end of the Cold War,
that iddeclogical foundation began to give way to a
more transactional approach, where narrowly
defined interests took precedence over historical
commitments. India-Israel relations are a product
of this transition.

India’s ties with Israel have flourished recently,
with bilateral trade reaching over $10 billion in
202223, Cooperation extends across sectors such
as defence, agriculture, and technology, areas
where Israel has become an invaluable partner.
The renewed engagement is defined by the dual
pillars of ‘dehyphenation’, treating Indias
relations with Israel and Palestine as separate,
and ‘depoliticisation”, enhancing cooperation by
circumventing pol d"}'b!nslh\v‘! questions. To
dehyphenate and depoliticise are political acts.
This allows New Delhi to deepen its engagement
with Esrael while paying lip service to the
Palestinian cause.

However, this shift towards transactional
diplomacy is not unigque to India. Globally,
foreign policies are increasingly guided by
constructed economic and strategic interests. In
India’s case, the West Asia policy has
significantly since the 1990s, with energy
security, diaspora, and imvestments taking centre
stage. The old Non-Aligned paradigm, which once
governed India's position, is now seen as
inadequate for pursuing these objectives.

Indias approach to Palestine reflects this
trend. As the government focuses on attracting
investments from the Gulf and forging new
partnerships, the Palestinian issue, lacking
immediate economic or strategic benefits, has

Indira Gandhi's India which saw support for
Palestine as a moral duty.

Ambitions and the great game

Finally, India’s aspiration to emerge as a great
power has also played a crucial role. While it is
Hirting tos emerge as a broker in the Ukraine
conflict, it is simultaneously abdicating its
support for Palestine. India's alignment with the
LS., Israels staunchest ally, amidst the
China-U.5, contest across various theatres,
including West Asia is also a contributing factor.

In these times of great power politics, the
legacy ideals of non-alignment and
anti-colonialism are seen as baggage. This is best
reflected in the rhetorical shift from
non-alignment to strategic autonomy to

i Whi ional essence
remains the same, every rebranding has
witnessed normative dilution. This is evident in
India’s muted response to Israel’s war on Gaza.

Despite the extensive loss of life and
destruction, New Delhi’s reaction has been
lirnited to (non) statements calling for peace and
dialogue. The focus remains on strengthening ties
with Israel, securing defence partmerships, and
leveraging other sectoral opportunities,

The rise of Hind transactional diph
and India's strategic ambitions in the context of
the China-U.5. rivalry have all contributed to the
marginalisation of the Palestinian cause,

‘While official rhetoric may still endorse a
twoestate solution, the reality on the ground
reveals a distinet shift towards strengthening ties
with ]sfa.el and prioritising economic and
strategic interests over normative commitments,

In this new era of international politics, India
seems to have moved away from its role as a
champion of anti-colonial struggles. Instead, it
has embraced a path defined by narrow interests
over values. As the global order continues to
evolve, will India continue down a path that
increasingly aligns it with power politics over
principles?

convergence, Under him, foreign pulwy isno are seen been relegated to the margins. The shift is stark As it stands, the ‘new’ international order will
lomger framed by its historical cot but as |t when contrasted with Jawaharlal Nehro and likely be the same game with just new players.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Exit polls, actual results the ext polls for Jammu respectively, the Elaction the government of the day surprise for the main earlier charm. In the last

The spectacular victory of
the BJP in Haryana has
jettisaned all exit palls.
Such a "pre-result exercise’
lacks proper analysis. Even

post-election exit polls
vitiate the free will and
mental peace of voters

and Kashmir were quite off
the mark. As all pre- and

Commission of India may
consider banning them in
the interests of a healthy
demacracy. The people

have repased full faith in

and its leader, national parties, the Indian two or three elections,
K. Chellappan, National Congress and the psephologists' predictions
Chennai Bharatiya Janata Party, and | have been going awry.
psephologists alike. A. Thirugnanasambantham,
The poll results have spelta | Psephology has lost its Crimbatare
A CHHE
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Global Digital Compact: advancing digital

Meethu Rajam
Krishna Ravi Srinivas

The GDC is not a 'hlm]m;, law |n|t a

our world. While they offer potential

Goals (SIX
challenges and concerns.

of technologies

n the recently concluded ‘Summit

of the Future’ organised by the

United Nations, member countries

adopred the *Global Digital
Compact’ (GDC). This ambitiows
instrument is perhaps the first of its kind
in the international arena focusing on the
potential of digital technologies, with the
specific intention to harness and regulate
them for the common good,

What is the GDC?

diplomat
shared goals for governments

institutions, firms, and other stakeholders
to bear in mind. Once there is greaver
adherence, the terms of the compact may
become soft laws in each country,

Earlier, the UN helped pilot and
legitimise two other compacts: the ‘Global
Compact’ ("a voluntary initiative based on
CED commitments to implement
universal sustainability principles and to
take steps to support UN goals™) and the
‘Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and
Regular Migration” {covering all
dimensions of international migration ina
holistic and comprehensive manner).

The GDC rests on the idea that digital
technologies are dramatically changing

benefits for societies and for our planet
by enabling Sustainable Development
they also pose serious

Realising the GDC

The GDC is a collaborative project with
the objective of ensuring human oversight
ays that advance

sustainable development. Ihlildmg on the
norms of international law, the Universal

2030 Agenda, among others, the GDC

proposes global cooperation in the
governance of data and digital
technologios

To meet the Compact's goals, UN
member countries have committed to
establish two panels - an ‘Independent
International Scientific Panel on Al
|Artificial Intelligence]” and a panel for
‘Global Dialogue on Al Governance'.

These goals include closing the digital
divide, including everyone in the digital
ecanomy, improving access to data, and
advancing responsibile and equable data
governance, In the same vein, the
Compact's principles are based on
inclusive participation, access to data and
digital technologies, sustainability, and
trustworthy technologies that function
within a free and competitive market,

Digital goods and services
To adress the digital divide, the GDC
proposes “digital public goods™ that will
include open-source software, open data,
and open Al models, plus adherence w
privacy and best practi
This is an acknowledgment of digital
public goods” ability to drive social
change as elements of a “digital public
infrastructure” that delivers services,
Such infrastructure involves the
development and use of shared d
systems aceording o specific priorities
and needs of stakeholders, To this end,
the GDC envisions partnerships, including
with private entities.

What are the GDC's lncunae?

First, the extensive European experience
with public-private partnerships vis-a-vis
digital projects suggests openness within
such partnerships is restricted between
‘as open us is required” and ‘as closed as is
essential’, In other words, openness in
thie context of the digital public
infrastructure may be limited by
contractual requirements such as
non-disclosure, confidentiality, and

a that digital technologies are drama

lly changing our world

protection of intellectual property,

Second, the GDC adds little o existing
frameworks of internet governance but
importantly it calls for digital technology
companies to self-regulate to keep their
users safie and their users' trust. This is
not an optimum solution because
self-regulation has already proved o be
inefective in practice,

Third, the GDC recognises
interoperable data governance as
essential to foster innovation and
promote economic growth. But experts
have noted that the increasing collection,
sharing, and processing of data
particularly for Al - may amplify risks in

the absence of effective personal data
protection and privacy laws.

gewvernments and private entities track,
collect, and analyse data to measure
progress, while underscoring the
impaortance of governing data in the
public interest. For this the Compact
PTposEs o give corparate entities more
pewer in data and internet governance,
However, it fails to emphiasise the
countervailing measures required w stave
off monopalistic control,

The GDC and the UN
In many sections the GDC makes wishful
statements that bypass the complexity of
underlying issues, assuming the comity of
nations will be enough to achieve its
objectives. But this stance may also reflect
the UN's wish to remais ijor player in
governing technologies, including AL

For example, in the 2ist century data is
oil: it is as valuable even as its use is
embedded in extractive industries with
polluting effects. Consider the ongoing
explosive growth of generative Al models
and the spheres, volumes, and varieties of
data collected to train them, The GDC
acknowledges issues in Al governance but
has litle to offer in terms of concrete

innovation in a sustainable fashion

The GDC is a diplomatic instrument which focuses on the potential of digital technologies, with the specific intention to harness and regulate them
for the common good. The GDC rests on the i

solutions or even strategies,

Similarly, the GDC does bat for “data
flow with trust” but many countries have
refused to accept this idea because it goes
against the spirit of digital sovereignty.
Some even have specific laws that require
data about their citizens to remain within
their borders,

Finually, the GDC links various
ohjectives and rapc o actions with the
relevant SDG:
it reflects the view that
on should play a prominent role
in realising the SDGs. At the same time,
when the SDGs were adopted in 2015, the
current Al revolution hadn't started.
Given the unimpressive record of nations
alising the SDGs, it is doubtful
whether an add-on Compact like the GDC
could make a difference,

Thee UN's membser states are striving to
find ways to work with and regulate Big
also asserting their digital

ignty. The global povermance of
ital technologies thus is too complex o
be captured or “ficed’ by a singular entity
like the GDC. We need multilateral as well
as regional negotiations to go with it
address jurisdictional, regional, and/for
local needs. By appealing to existing
muodes of digital governance as well a
combining $DGs with dig tion, the
GDC is positioning itself as an instrument
of brainstorming rather than as a provider
of roadma till, the GDC can help with
capacity building and with South-South
and North-South collaborations in the
development of digital public goods

In sum, the GDC may not result in a
paradigm shift in the world's governance
ut mgual technologies but it can facilitate
ned tangible outcomes if
take it seriously,

Nerthu Rajam is Associate professor of
inteflactual property and techimology law,
Natiomal Law University Delhi. Krishna
Ravi Srimivas is Adjunct professor of law,
NALSAR University of Law Hyderabad.
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Here is a quiz on some of the events that happened on October 9

| Y
QUESTION 4
The K

[N
QUESTION §

the cauntry in w

Visual question:

Identify this film from the image glven here. The person on whom the

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's dally quiz: L. The year in which the
post of the Chief Minister came into
existence |n ersbahie JLK, The CM post
replaced this one. Ans: 1965; Prime
Minister

2 The first Chief Minester of erstwhile J6H
Ans: Ghulam Mohammed Sadig

3. The first general election in
post-ndependence LK. Ans: For the
Constituent Assembly of Jammu and
Kashmir

A The first woman 1o be 3 Cabinet Minister
b Jamimu and Kashei, Ang: Sakina iteo
5. The seats reserved for
Pakistan-occupied regions n Kashmis. Ans:
u

& The number of times Governor's rule
was imposed in S while |t was 8 Stste
Ans: 8

Wisual: Identify this persan. Ans: Shelkh
Abdullah

Earty Birds: Tamal Baowas| Dado

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian

Upendran

Recently we got a copy of the 1892 FA

al Ei question paper of Madras
stands for "Fellow of
57 The question paper gives us an idea
of the General English syllabus one
hundred years ago.

L (a) What is case? Name, and explain
the functions of the different cases of the
noun.

(b Write down the plural forms of:
father-in-law, genus, series, alkali, deer,
phenomenon.

11, Excplain and illustrate the difference
|nlh|. use of (1) that and which as
and (2) each and every.

L ) What is tense? Construct short
compound or complex sentences,
introducing cormectly the forms: [ was
going, 1 want, [ have gone, 1 had gone.,

) Wirite down the past tense and past
participle of sow, saw, smite, seethe,
spoil; and the 2nd person singular. Past
Perfect, Subjunctive, Passive Voice, of the
verb call expressed negatively.

1V, Remark in explanation of the
italicised portions of the following words,
and give another example illustrating

h case explained: kine, chicken,
s (adverh).
If a horse falls down. I miss the

train.’

(1) Supply the future auxiliary for each
persan,

(2} How would you recast the
conditional dause, if it is to express 4
supposition opposed to the actual face
employing first that "the horse did not
fall," and secondly that “the horse did
fall,” and what corresponding changes
would hdw: to be made in the consequent
claus

(h) Thr_' stream was very shallow.
Consequently 1 could not swim init”

Express the thought of these two
sentences (1) in a simple sentence,
employing (i) the expression "too
shallow,” (ii) the correlatives
and also (2) in a complex sentence,
employing the correlatives "so" — “that "

{c) Conwert the following — addressed
by Brutus to i into the indirect
ng where necessary:

That you do I.uw: me, | am nothing
Jjealous;

What yeu weuld work me to, | have
some aim

How | have thought of this
times,

1 shall recount hereafter, for thi
present, | would not so with love | might
entreat you, Be any further moved.

VL (a) Tabulate, with care, the clauses
in the following sentence and describe
their character and relations:

He wha hath pleased himself with
anticipated praises and expected that he
should meet in every place with
patronage or friendship, will soon remit
his vigour, when he finds that from those
wheo desire to be considered as his
admirers nothing can be hoped but cold
chvility, and that many refuse to own his
excellence, lest they \hu\lld be too justly
expected to reward

b} @ “The King commanded his
minister to see to the execution of the
[prisoner.” Recast this sentence,
employin use in place of the
infinithve phrase.

Published in The Hindu on August I7,
1993,

and of these

Word of the day
Comity:

& state or stmosphere of harmarny or matual
chvility and respect

Usage: rhere ks o lock of comity between the
polibeol parties

Pronunciations: newsthlive/camitypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fomai

For feadback and waggestiond for
Text & Context, please wrie to
letters@thehindu. co.n
with the subject “Test & Context’
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SCIENCE

Study uncovers surprising new
‘spatial grammar’ of gene expression

The findings can *help filter and refine genomic wols and algorithms that predict gene expression, which can inform new diagnostic and therapeutic strategies for diseases
like cancers caused by mutations in regulatory elements, says Meenakshi Ghosh, a structural biologist turned clinical scientist

Sneha Khedks

1 his quest to un tard how each
cell of an org

FHi Eenome

e
wondered whether there might be any
undiscovered rules of biology.

The human genome containg
information about cur development,
Funetioning, growth, and reproduction,
and all of it takes up only about 2 MB of

=pa

That bed us to wonder: maybe some of

b s in the COF player, too?

ant professor

ary Medicine,
w

genome and th
regulatory machinery,” and the
transeription Bctors are important
components in the player.

Inspn

1by a toddler

RNA.

aking new work by Duttke
and his colleagues has shown that the fate
of a gene being trans rllJL'd depends on
the loc ion factor
binding tive to the location whe
transeription begins,

The results, published in the journal
Nuture, provide insights into how
different spatial arrangements of the same
transeription factors can have different
effects,

The findings can “help filter and refine
genomic tools and algorithms that predict
ston,” which 1inform new

b and i bes for
s like cancers caused by mutations
in regulatory elements, Meenakshi Ghosh,
a structural biologist turned dinical
seienitist, said

“Watching my toddler destroy a puzzle
by foreing in the right colour but the
wrong shaped piece made me think:
maybe we've been [mu'.mg too much on

protein interactions, and not
heow everything fits together 5
in an even bigger picture,” Dutt

Before or after?

The team imvestigated whether the

arrangement of transeription factors

relative to the transeription start site

could influence gene expression.
then prL. Lmul wilh the 1]NA lhi.

BIG SHOT

FMA. Representative (lustration. GETTy IMAGES

specific points, the binding sites. These

n members developed tools o help
nalyse patterns in the building
Bilocks of the DNA that are typically found
rt sites. They subjected cells
|v|.u|.|u|td in thu labto a thm of

preferred locations at which transeription
factors bound relative to an active start

for acti |lu| transcription factor NRH
were located before the start sites and for
factor YY1 it was located ultu'lh

repressor,  factor that stops
transcription.
Next they checked how the relative

position of the start si ctied how the
transcription factor behaved,

When they knocked down the gene
that cells used to make NRFI, the cells
transcribed less DNA only when NRFI's
binding site ted before the
transcription start site. 1f its binding site
ws bocated after, the absence of NRFI
increased the transeription rave,

ations

sults were “surprising,” Duttke
[ you loak in textbooks or even
Wikipedia, tr: i
usually grouped into eithe
repressors. The fact that s
do both was considered unusual.!
Organisms HIlul CArry |mtur.l| genetic

Transcription factors are proeins that bind to specific portions of the DNA and control the rate at which the cell transcribes genetic infarmation from DNA to

1P your ook in textbooks or even
Wikipedia, trans
usually grouped into either m\.nul ]
o repressors, The fact that some
factors can do both was considered
unusul

.mllH[](?(J[.’l:sldn i inmiu‘ullh d

ctors before or after the
tance, only mutations

inserted binding
different distances from the start sites in
soitie DNA sequences. They observed
similar pu'ihiun l|L'|JLHl|i.I|t outcomes, For

pion,
on.

Inserting it after the start site reduced

transcription.

dentified start sites from
genomic sequences from 67 pmjplt: and
LmnlmlL\I this mlul 1 5

pn:'\rlum results, they observed
|lu1l LHt‘tl'- of
t

"

a true eureka moment for many scientis
like us whao are working to understand
how DNA encodes the instructions for
turning genes on and off,” Duttke said,
adding it would be "exciting” to explore
haow inter: tions |JLlW1.‘|.I'I dlifferent

including helping
dentify and predict
sociated mutations, called

interventions.
any of those polymorphisms
o disease is currently largely

The light of evolution
"This stidy is pretty cool” Ghosh said. “1t

adds crucial new insights about how
positioning and spacing relative to [start

ither a
expression.

She added that the results can also
improve our umnde
ard hew organisms regulate gene
expression o adapt to emvironmental
changes,

Diutthe said he would ke to
understand more about how this
grammar evolved and how it helpe
create comples organisms like humans,
He quoted the title of geneticist
Theodosius Dobzhansky's famous 1973
ay to make his point: *Nothing in
biology makes sense except in the light o
evolution.”

(Sneha Khedkar is a biologist turned
Srevlanc 'r.lirr}wrrmrfur

hakt Lo

¢ OF fepress gene

10N CORN

Qu ‘R

How ants free fa

Q. Ants don’t
get hurt when
they fall.

Why?
A The fall of a

body is ~

controlled
mainky by the gravitational
attraction of the earth.

The strangth of the
gravitational force depends on
the mass of the falling object.
A heavier object is thus
"attracted” more than a lighter
object.

This attractive force is
opposed by an upward thrust,

of resistance, that is offered by |

air on the falling body.

The strength of the
resistance depends among
other things on the surface
area of the object. If the
surface area is greater, so is
the resistance.

When any object falls
through the air, these two
forces compete with each
other.

In the case of an ant, the
force of gravity is almost
completely balanced by the
resistance offered by the air,
Thus the ant is able to land

safely.

THE GIST

Transcription facto

slte relative to where |t
ns. Cells transcribed less

s

t pobential
W researchers

isms, that occur outside genes

I hL‘ dnu.mlt Ty <Jlll1t

es| ean impact the ability of [Factors] to

rstanding of evolution

of

11 without incident

4
‘iﬁ
AL

The sm'ngth of the gravitational force depends an the
mass af the falling abject. pann BGEINS LKSPLAS

ground, they will get hurt.

This is how much we know from the laws
and theories of physics about how ants fall
thraugh the air. Whether the ant actually gets
hurt is another question entirely — and
F'u bably one that hasn't been answered so
ar.

In fact, if there is a wind For feedback and suggestions
h blowing, the ants may just far ‘Sclence, please write to
This NASA image released in 2015 shows Plute’s meon Charen |ust before the Mew Horlzons spacecraft made Its closest approach In July that year. Sclentists using the James float away. But if a cluster of sclence@thehindu.co.in

Webb Space Telescope have detected carbon diaxide on the frozen surface of Pluto's biggest maon, Charon, far the first time, research revealed on Dctaber 1 this year. The
discavery, along with hydrogen peroaide, & hoped to shed light on how lcy warlds formed and evalved. nisyiee

ki »

e e e
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ants or a sufficiently large ant
is forcibly hurled at the

e

with the subject ‘Dally page'
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WS IN NUM
The growth in the

RS

The death toll in the

Number of senior

THE® @@ HINDU

Number of drunk

United Kingdom's

Gaza Strip since doctors of RG. Kar

population since 2023

driving challans issued

Share of parents who
wish to restrict tech

in million, According to
l 2 Britain's Office for Natlonal
o Statistics, immigration is the
key driver of this growth. It is the largest
annual percentage and numerical Increase

since comparable data began In 1971w

in Delhi this year

October 2023 Hospital who resigned
The tall The doctors on Tuesday

41 % Includes 0 tendered their resignations in
L ] 56 deaths a mark of soldarity with

In the last 24 hours, as per the health medics who have been on a
ministry, which sald 97 500 peaple were

wounded In Gaza since the war began. deceased woman doctor, e

fast-unto-death demanding justice for the

IS 478"
of drunk

2 driving

challans kssued Bl September 15 was the

highest in the last three years, Numbers
wiere 16,235 in 2023 and 2,320 In 2022, v

usage in education

according te the All India
28 Parent Survey 2024, parents

wish to restrict usage and set
explicit imits in erder to balance screen

timie and manage other rfeks, e
COMPIED Y THE HINDU QATA TEAM

What is the mai
artic

EXPLAINER

G. Sampath

The story so far:
he Washington DC-based
United States Commission on
Internaticnal Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) on October
2 released a country update on India,
Nagggging “collapsing relighous freedom
conditions”. Among other things, the
report highlighted how throughout 2024,
individuals from minority communities
have been killed and bynehed by vigilanie
groups, religious leaders have been
arbitrarily arrested, and places of worship
demaolished. The Indian
1ent has refected the report as
unmmu from a "biased organisation™.

‘What is the USCIRF?

The USCIRF is an independent, bipartisan
U5, federal government agency created
under the 1998 International Religious
Freedom Act (IRFA). 1t monitors the
universal right to freedom of religion or
belief (FORB) in countries ather than the

5. Its assessments of countries are
based on international human rights
standards, and in particular, Article 18 of
the Universal Dedaration of Human
Rights, which states, "Eve
right to freedom of thought,
and religion; this right Innludmlmulnm
o change his nllglun or belie
freedom, either alone or in comr ¥
with others and in public or private, w
manifest his religion or belief in teaching,
practice, worship and obsenvance.”

The USCIRF is distinct from the Office
of Internatbonal Religlous Freedom (IRF),
which is part of the L5, State
Department. The IRF also re es annual
reports on religious freedom. While the
USCIRF's reports eould have a beartng on
a country's image, the IRF's stance
more consequential for bilateral relations.

‘What does the USCIRF do?
A per its mandate under the IRFA, the

ate of the United Stz

Follow us € facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the_hindu @] instagram.com/the_hindu

What does USCIRF report say about India?

USCIRF monitors religious freedom
eonditions across the world through
travel, research and meetings with
representatives of international human
rights groups, NGOs, victims of
persecution, and foreign officials with the
alm of putting out a report every year,
listing the countries that meet lln
threshold for designation by the U,
Department as a “Country of Partioul
concern” (CPC). It also shares another list
of countries that, In its assessment, ought
o be included in the State Department's
“Special W, 51" (SWL).

Countries that "commit systematic,
angidng, and egregious violations of
religious freedom™ would be designated
as a CPC, Countries “whaose governments
engage or tolerate in severe religious
freedom violations, but do not rise to the
GG standard of "systematic, ongoing,

sion on International Religious Freedom? How does the UNSCIRF designate a country @
concern’? How has the Indian government reacted to the report?

In protest: Activists bum a copy of the Citlzenship Amendrment Act [CAA) in Kolksta on March 12, e

and egregious” would be included in the
SWL. If the UL, State Department acoepts
the USCIRF's recommendation and
designates a country as a CPC, then under
the IRFA, it has a range of policy options,
including sanctions, to address such kind
of viokitions,

What does USCIRF's country update
on India state?

The report, authored by S Hasan,
Sentor Poliey Analyst wiih the USCIRF,
sarys that religious freedom in India in
2024 has been on eterborating and
concerning trajectory”, It stated that the
Indian government, through leglslatbons
such as the Citlzenship tmmnumml] a\n.l.

laws, and antiterrorism kiws", continued
to "repress and restrict” religlous

minor It alsor details how “Indian
officials have repeatedly employed hateful
aiel derogatory thetorie and

armation to perpetuate false

s about religlous minorities,
ineiting widespread violence, lyn
anel demolition of places of worship.
its 2024 annual report, the USCIRF
designated India as a CPC,

How did India respond?

Affairs Randhir Jaiswal rejected t
N.|1(II‘I stating, “Our \-Iuw-s unﬂu

muuja It mnlirmmlu
facts and peddles a

rrative about India. We reject
s report, which only serves
to diseredit USCIRF further” He further
adleded, "We would urge USCIRF to desist
from such agenda-deiven efforts”

Is the USCIRF ‘biased” and
‘agenda-driven'?

Its reports are backed by research and
numerous citations sourced from credible
domestic and international media,
besides direct testimonies. In the case of
the country update on India, there is no
evident instance of misrepresented facts,
with every elaim backed by publicly
verifinble documentation. However, the
timing of this update has ralsed ¢
brows, and opened it up to concerns such
a8 those voloed by the MEA, about the
report being "agenda-driven®.

The USCIRF, as a Ik:dy that works with
the LLS. g
tanding its Indx pendent’ status,
{ddered by many countries as a tool
foreign policy.

Are the USCIRF"s recommencdations
binding?

Nu. they are not, It is up to the LS,
whether or not to

2019 for which the rules were
i May this year, and |h|nugh the
enforcement of discriminatory legislation
like anti-comversion lows, cow slaughter

accept the ndl typically, caleulations
related to bilateral relations and larger
foreign policy goals come into play.

it Country of

THE GIST
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The USCIRF Is an Independent,
bipartican .5, federal
government agency created
under thee 1998 International
Religlous Freedam Act (IRFA). it
manitars the universal right to
freedom of religion or belief
|FoRE) In countries ather than
the U5,

-

Its reparts are backed by
research and numeraus
citations sourced from credible
damestic and intermat icnal
media, besides direct
testimonies.

-

Spakesperson of the Minlstry of
External Affalrs Randhir Jalswal
rejectied the report, stating,
“0ur views on the USCIRF are
well known It Is a blased
arganisation with a political
agenda”.

Why

S the textile industry

strugg]mg to perform better?

What caused the slump in the Indian textile sector in the

M. Soundariya Prectha

The story so far:
nbom Minister for Textiles Giriraj
Singh recently sald that the
Inelian textile and apparel
sector s aiming for a total
business of $350 billion annually by 2000,
which is to generate 3.5 erore jobs.
However, the industry went through 3
tumultuous phase during the last two
financial years, casting a shadow on the
possibility for 10% CAGH.

‘What is the status now?

The stze of the Indian textile and apparel
industry was estimated to be $153 billlon
i 2001, with almeost $110 billion
contributed by domestic business, In
FY22, Inclia was the third kargest textile
exparter globally, enjoying a 5.4% share.
Incdiay is ialso said to have the second
largest manufacturing capa
robust capabdlity across the
The sector's contribution o GO is chose
2.3% (FY21) and 10.6% of total

nufacturing Gross Value Added (GVA)
(29, About 105 million people are
ployed by the textile and garment
units, directly and indirectly. For an
industry that has B0% of its capadty
spread across MSMEs and bs sensitive to
international developments as it is
strongly linked to global markets,
FY2021-2022 saw tremendous growth
with $43.4 billion exports.
Howeever, slowdown in demand that
started in 20222023 only worsened
FY24 with a slump in exports and
domestic demand. This impacted
manufacturing clusters severcly, For
instance, Tamil Nadu, which has the
largest spinning capacity in the country,
saw the closure of nearly 500 testile
in the last two yes Tiruppur, whi
a knitwear production destination, many
units saw a 40% drop in business in Fy23,

Why did exports slump?

Geopolitical developments and a slump in
demand in buying countries hit the
exporting units, This was exacerbated by

st two financial vears?

higgh raw material prices of both, cotton
and Man Made Fibres (MMF), and the
growdng import of fabrics and garments.

The impositic sort duty
on cotton has ma clian cotton more
expensive compared to international
prices. In the case of MMF, introduction
of quality control orders has disturbed
raw miaterkal availability and price
stability. The industry s repeatedly
demanding removal of the import duty
on cotton at least during the off season
months of April to October, “This is an
irslustry in which the stakeholders
compete in the international market with
countries that heavily support their
diomestie production capabilities. So,
Inclia newds schemes that run For at least
five years and boost investments, Raw
mter al should be a\ullhhh. lu the

b Inclustry at i 1l

competitive prices,” siys a spokesperson
of a beading industry association,

What are the other challenges?
Apart from policy issues, the industry is

Clstomers HI.I'HJ[I;.[I\ E-COmmeree ne a mnd
that is catching on among garment and
home textile manufacturers, with more
startups entering this space. A report by
jazlr Advisors notes that “(Forelgn)
brands are fast-tracking the adoption of

ESG sustainability across the supply
chain” They are defining their
sustainability targers and want to source
from vendors wha will meet these tangets,
Further, there is a rise in comfort wear,
loungewear, and athbelsure as the
emphasis on comiortable clothing has
inereased among consu uls nin the
. nged in
the way business is don ormers in
rural and semd-urban areas prefer to shop
in multi-brand outhets or hyper markets,
They do not want lnsuEII into uullux ul

THE «
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The size of the indlan textile
and apparel industry was
estimated to be $153 billion in
2021, with almost $110 billion
contribubed by domestic
business.

-

Hawaver, slowdewn In
demand that started in
2022-2023 only worsened in
Fr24 with a slump in exports
and domestic demand,

-

part from policy issues, the
Inedustry Is also staring at
In its

less kesown brands,” sai
basic garment producer in Tmmpur

What next?

Thee inclustry is looking at a $100 billion
Investment across various segments of the
vitlue chain by 20030 to augment
production capacities and meet the $350
Billion target, Labour eonstitutes roughly
10 of the production cost in the textile
sector, The average daily wage of a trained
textile worker is reported o be 35350 a
day. Unskilled workers earn about $450 a
day. The industry has no option but to
look at technology and skilling of its
workforee to improve productivity and
reduce wastages, say industry sources,

buslllnsssysmms Direct
netailing to customers thraugh
e-commence ks a trend that s
catching on amang garment
and hame textile
manufacturers, with mone
startups entering this space.

IR
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

T'WO DECISIVE WINS,
ONE SORE LOSER

BJP's historic third term makes its road to Maharashtra,
Jharkhand a little less uphill, Congress should get back to
drawing board instead of its outrageous conspiracy-theorising

r- ﬂHEASﬁEMBL\" llsin; ik place together, but
their outcomes are momentous in different ways, InJ&K. there is a need to
pause at the tlmlunlmlfbefmvmkmsm of the result. After all, this con-

fost year

after it was stripped of i fal Ly the. i Article 370 plitinto bwe
Union Territories, The Supreme Court Lid down a deadline, the Centre respected it and
the Election Commission stepped up to the challenge of holding an election, despite the
surge of violence in the Jammu region. Now the National Conference's remarkable achieve-
ment — it has held together throwgh great adversity and in alliance with the Congress,
crossed the halfway mark — must take second place to the trust reposed in the power of
the vote by the J&K el Ci and Ina constirut racy, hearten-

ingly, the people of JRK have cast aside narmatives uF.ﬂIm‘l:m ﬂﬂd boyeott politics and

political particig

& K H

THEARETIEN.

EDITORIAL PAGE
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‘WORDLY WISE

A VOTE 15 LIK

RIFLE; ITS USEFULNESS DEPENDS
UPON THE CHARACT

— THEODORE ROOSE

LR OFTTIE U
&

Not a mandate foretold

Predictions of the B[P's slide after the setback
of June 4 were greatly exaggerated

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

HARYANAIS A small state, But the BJs his-
:nrlcvictnry.ﬁ!rﬂthird term, has significant

nationalky. For one thing, this
olecunn isa massive shot in the arm for the
BIP and a shock for Congress. There is a lot
of bocal analysis to be done, and the math-
ematics of vote share-to-seat share conver-
shon doubtless played a role in this election,
Those kinds of tactical issues matter. But
:hm is o getting away from a couple of

The first is that predi

umu: BJP's slide after the setback of Juned
were greatly rated, Winning a third
term ina state where the BJP does not have
thie kind of default culbural identification it
has in Gujarat or Madhya Pradesh is
no mean feat. 1ewill give pause to those
whiowere beginning to doubt the BIFs tac-
tical acumen, Te use Milan Vaishnay's
phrase, the BJP-led Fourth Pasty System s
still resilient.

By the same token, this defeat is a shock
for the Congress, There has not been an-
other state election where it has, in princi-
ple, had as elear a path to power as in
Haryana, There was momentum behind it,
Ewven the BJP was conceding to challenges
on a number of fronts: Cormuption, unem-
ployment, agrarian distress and urban dys-
function, To fritter this opportunity will
burt; it changes the momentum of Indian
politics, It strengthens Prime Minister
Marendra Modi, who was beginning te look
wvery shaky, and is indicative still of a large
residual resistance to accepting Rahul
Gandhi, It is a licthe unfair to make these

In Haryana, the BJP has a historic inina state that is not

a tradiional bastion. Its mmry.unly months after the unambiguous setback in the Lok

Salbha verdict in June, party’s ability hack on its feet again and go for the

win, For students nrlnd-nn politics, it is a cautionary tale — this country’ Spﬂlltlt“i retains

its ability bo spring a surprise. But it the story of the Har yet

overeven after th been counted — lies d cautionary tale.

HE CONGRESS a isas | as itis bizarre. It has

become the Iirsl mainstream parrty' anucsnnn .mtlcmun result in an electoral

eclly apy ¥ peccable cred-

Ihility, That the Congress isimputi i thanfr d fairis
mw ltspeaksofa mluurand I han that,an irresys

Inwhichc: bost by narmow margins, or even by one vote,

I\.M nat cuestioned tho I'alrnv-is nl'elrhu tho umpire or the electoral mechanisms, the
G g and a bagge self-goal, Ratul Gandhi's
party of defeat. 1t must ask iselfif

lance is doing itself, and the people who vote for it, anmc dlmr\uco Asthe Iudlnn

Opposition party at the Centre, which al -r-“bchuvos
itto refuse to respect the result just because it has gone against its

tions, To absurd, twe Haryana C mmmwr
Singh Hooda, also the face of its cﬂmpaum. and chu'lerum'nnI wannabe, Kumarl Selja,
have conceded defeat, even. party i chall the result,

Haryana, it risks losing sight of the task it shares with the National Conference
mJ&K. Here, the hard v-uﬂ: nrmilncnnd Eovernance lies ahead.

Iewi The Licutenant
Governor was given a role larger than the assembly by the Jammu and Kashmir
[ ion Act 2019; recent tothe: ion
alreadyce of the Centre's inee, Dethi, the only other UT witha leg-
Islanm' Thas ﬂmﬂmﬂ the damage that can be wrml:vdlr,' constant attrition between
thi nment and the unele

Invan interview in August, on the occasion of the fifth annwmrynl’tho abrogationol
Article 370, |8 L-G Manaj Sinha told this newspaper: *1 will work towards achieving a
fine balance with th chicve peace, prosperity
I this is the objective, then where is the possibility of a clash?” Omar Abdullah, whn did
well to change his mind on entering the electoral race = he had told this paper, also in
August: “1 have been.., the OM of the (ence ) most empowered state, | can't see mysell in
apositionwhere [would have to ask the L-G for appointing my peon” = will need to hold
the L-G tor his words, And as his ally, the Congress will need to help him to do that.

By giving in o its own worst instinets in Haryana, the Cﬂn:msmﬂdhcalsdlcatlnlxts
wlunl}un]&l{ where sobriety and sagacity asaf inthy

the people's high exp asitp

g. S THE Congress conjures up spectres and focuses on conspiracy theories in

arduous

Increased the

lr\lru:au'd powers,

outon, on Tuesday. In H.uwna. instead nuwmlmn with the verdict, it needs to

ITMUSTbe hoped that the Congress will retrace its steps on the periloas path it set

askeitsell some il While the Lok ict gave its hopesa leg-up,
it may hawve overread it. It may have sought to counter the BJPs Hindutva appeal with a
crude caste politics, that sought to draw us-and-them lines deeper, instead of building
larger coalitions, and smudging identity polivics, if not transcending it.
The Congress lostin Haryana, and has a chance to govern in J&K, and the sconer it gets
donwn o its work in both states, tho better for it, And for the BJF, the stunning Hﬂryan.l
trinemyph and the healthy showi hat the road

on every election, But confi-
dencein the Congress's tactical judgements
will be dented. Its impressive vote share
suggests that Congress has the potential to
consolidate anti-BJP sentiment behind it-
self, But its internal rivalries are still too
close to the surface, Its two attempted mas-
ternarratives, one on caste and the other on
farmers, are not encuggh to consolidate an
electoral strategy, and may even backfire
undormmvcnrﬂlmslmcvs This is because

h prey o i

ism, They quite simply underestimate the
chum in rural India, Both caste and class
identities are more complicated. It is an
unmi trend that ities can
now vobe for different parties, They also
underestimate the new contradictions this

There is real
dist
those who claim to represent
farmers has become a

politics of preserving the

status quo privileges of
llnuun.mt farmers, In fact,

the BIP has played the
politics better, consolidating
more anti-Jat votes,
Congress cannot pretend
that it can be the old Lok
13al, RSP and Congress all at
omee, without recognising
that the material
contradictions within the
OBC and other margina
communitics are stronger, In
the case of Haryana, perhaps,
it conjured up thei image
merely of restoring the
status quo ante in the

form of the rule of the
Hoodas, whereas the BJP
reminded peopleo
promising early work in the
Khattar administration.

social churn produces,
It is harder to build broad social coali-
thons, when wurpl:c‘h nn l.umoﬁ still np—
dominant caslesmor othel
.w.m.m distress, But the pol

“There s real
s of those

Ram Rahim Singh's release was, in the final
analysis, is an open question. Clearly the BJP
theught it would be important. But it is il-
lustrative of the fact that a convicted crim-
inal can both have a large welfare function
and create social identities. How do con-

wihoclai farmers
a politics nfpmmvlnnthc StatuS quo priv-
ileges of dominant farmers,

I fact, insofar as there is a caste dimen-
sion in these results, the BIP has played the
politics better, consolidating more anti-Jat
votes, Congress cannot pretend that it can
be the obd Lok Dal, BSP and Congress all at
once, without recognising that the material
mn:udnc:lms within the OBC and other
wger, In
thc case nI'Hawma.perlupxI:mruurvdup

venti metrics, law and or-
der, caste and class, economic measures,
deal with this kind of complex social real-
ity? It also makes drawing any simplistic
conclusions from any election more
difficult, Butone thing is chear, This election
will unfortunately only embolden
Hindutva, It will be denying reality not to
see this consequence,

The elections in Kashmir are a triumph
inthe sense that they happened. Itis also a
pvnll:lcal triumph for the National

theimage merely of
ante in the form of the rule of the Hoodas,
wihereas the BIP reminded people of its
promising early work in the Khattar admin-
istration. There is alse another lesson: That
leaders like Hooda who stake their claim
largely on one caste will always be more
vulnerable than leaders who transcend
their social base.

) The Congress has to ask whether merely

apaoliti ty whose staying
pover is qulu' remarkable in the long and
troubled are of Kashmir, The questions that
the election raises are forward-looking.
First, when will statehood be restored?
Without that restoration, thereis areal dan-
gerof aDelhi-like situation. The proclivities
of the BP do not give reassurance on this
score, The second is whether the political
dmg:lsenmn Kashmir Valley andJammu

state resources, like public sector jobs or re-
configuring reservations, creates more non-
zero-sum conflict than help forge broad
coalitions, The BIFs logic of religious divi-
shon is dangerous. But it will not be coun-
tered by sharpening other soclal divisions,
without a forward-looking agenda. In ef-
feet, while people see that the BIP has not
quite tackled agrarian distress or unem-
ployment or corruption, a crude focus on
caite is equally untenable. The logic of social
meovements can translate into agitational
peditics where there is a clear focal point. [t
Is not sulficient to build a claim to rule,

Italse has to be said, somewhat depress-
ingly, that the election is also a vindi

tal concen-
tration of the Opposition in Jammu, The
third question is whether the new admin-
Istration can make a break with the past and
write a new administrative chapter in
Kashmir. It is not going to be easy, because
lots of force s will be arrayed against its suc-
cess, From a national point of view, the
Centre should invest in the success of a
National Conference administration; it can
turn asullen acceptance of the pmt -Article
inte a genuine nor
which will be measured by a full restora-
tiom of civil liberties, But from a political
point of view, the BIP will play spoiler, mak-
Iﬂlnﬂmnancr difficule. If statehood is re-

mod-

of the claim that Hindutva is consolidating
as an identity for a significant number of
wvoters; there is no penaliy for communalis-
i or coarsening politics, This was a cam-
paign in which Yogi Mltyanath s shadow

vrﬂtvly swrusslul, itwill be a riposte to
militancy and external interference in the
state, So the stakes are incredibly high.
But the only abiding lesson is: Mever pre-
sume to understand the complexities of

as was the cur-
rent of communalism. They may have not
weon because of this, but it is not a deal
breaker, How much of a factor Gurmeet

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

READING THE HARYANA WIND

PM Modi's appeal trumps farmers and wrestlers' protests and other discontents

MANRA] GREWAL SHARMA

SECURING AN UNPRECEDENTED third term
inastate that appeared increasingly discon-
tented, the Bharatiya Janata Party (B[P) has
achicved a victory that even the party itsell
may not have fully anticipated, For once,
maost pollsters seemed on the same page as
they| pwdwtedaramssmn in Hary.um a
Pit-
sell. However, the nj[‘ not only defied these
predictions, but also posted its best ever re-
sult with 48 seats.
The win marks the first time a party will
form A government for three mnsocunvc
a.lt also sk

verdict towards Maharash d Jharkh looks less uphill,

THE ExiT POLL SHOW

Come the next poll, be ready for the exit poll,
Justrernember it isn't the result

HE MESSENGER, ESPECIALLY when she has to deliver bad news to the pow-

ers that be, is used to dodging bullets, The soothsayer, for many, is an indul-

genee in the small hope that there is an order to life, Juck and its fuctuations.

The Indian pollster, in the light of his recent mixed record, has the worst of
Both warlds. Exit polls have had a poor showing this year. First, they got the largest vote
inthe world wrong — most of them predicted a chearvictory for the BIPin the 2024 gen-
eral election. Nowy, in the just-concluded assembly polls in which most pollsters pre-
dicted a comfortable win for the Congress in Haryana, the BJF's win has once again Iodm
sheepish justifications from those who were cx ing thelr own proj
as though they were final results,

Gauging pelitical opinion is not an exact science. That doesn't mean, of course, that it's
guesswork, Robust sampling, the right questionnaires and the sort of training interview-
ers receive can all have a huge impact on the accuracy of a predictive tool, And some-
times, dupl:o the In'st In:on:msdpal‘lshemhc voker can delythupmn categorisa-
tion of their inthe dict
Daonald Trump's victory u\roanllnanIJn:un in 2016, In fact, given that exit poll I't‘!l.ll!!ll'l
Inclia are usually declared between 36 and 72 hours before election results, it begs the
qmnm. Wiy go through the exercise at all?

polls haven't bed toth asimple reason: They
mﬂleelnrgnnd'r\-' Inelection after election, "experts’ malthom:pﬂllam dress rehearsal
for result day, analysing a tentative spﬂulanun as 2 final diagnosis, complete with pre-
scriptions for the political g It at the h And the viewer laps
itup — politics, after all, is as much a national pastime as cricket, and public memory is
short. Come the next poll, be ready for the exit poll just remember itisn't the result,

shift with the appointment of an OBC Chiel
Minister, Nayab Singh Saini, in a state long
knowin as “Jatland.” Saini, representing the
A0 per cent OBC electorate, was elevated to
the top seat ahead of the elections in March
and led the party as its OM face,

Coming so soon after the Lok Sabha re-
sults, the win s a shot in the arm for the BJF,
wihich had to form alliances to retain power
a tht Centre, It's also a testament to the
party's robust poll strategy and machinery,
Starting in January, the BJP started its cam-
pagrwith “Wodi Ki Guarantee' vans visiting
villages to highlight wetfare schemes and ad-

The win marks the first time
a party will form a
government for three
CONSECUtive terms in
Tlaryana, It also signals a

ant shift with the
ntment of an OBC
Minister, Nayab Singh
Saini, in a state long known
as Tatland." Saini
representing the 40 per cent
OBRC electorate, was clevated
to the top seat abead of the
clections in March and led
the party as its CM face.

dress grievances. Aware of the anti-incum-
bency it faced, the BJ restructured its lead-
ership, replacing Manohar Lal Khattar, aclose
aide of Prime Minister P dra Modi, with

them c '] P P have
misjudged its strategy. The party continued

torelyonits veteran leaderand two-time CM

Saini, an MP and the first OBC to lead
Haryana, This was part of the BIFs longstand-
ing strategy to consolidate non-Jat voters,
who form over 70 per cent of the electorate,
The groundwork was laid in 2014 when the
party surged from four seats in the 2000
assembly elections to 47, driven by the
Podiwarve, and appointed a Punjabi khatri as
theCM,

The party remained on course despite a
challenging performance in 2019, when it
had to join forces with the newly-formed
Jannayak Janta Party ([|) to form the govern-
ment. This time, the BJP took a clinical ap-
proach, fielding 60 new faces for the 90 as-
sembly seats to counter anti-incumbency,
The strategy succeeded in landing BJP a
windfall, The win also highlights Prime
Minister Modi's enduring appeal in the state,
where he retains strong loyalty despite the
farmer agitation, the women wrestlers'
protest and the Agnipath scheme.

In hindsight, Congress, which drew its
strength from these very issues and made

Singh Hooda. A delay
tribution peoc ring
over 70 nr:hc 00 seats, causing :hsmntont
among those left out, The party remained di-
wiched, with Kumari Selja, a key Dalit leader
and MPJulmnnthocm‘um only at the last
minute, o herstrong-
Tl of Siesa, Although Rahul Gandhi drew
large crowds, his heavy focus on the corpo-
rate versus farmers n.uratlw may not have
d with the wnity and
mherupw.udly mobile voters.
ffer litthe succour jonal
parmmmllWhllr:hclndlm National Lok
Dal-BSP alliance secured two seats, the [|P
failed to win amy. The Aam Aadmi Party,
which had long eyed Haryana after its suc-
cess in Punjab, also coubdn’t open its account,
In the end, it won't be wrong to say that
the Oppositicn failed to read the pulse of the
peopbe, And while shogans like “Jai Jawan, Jai
Kisan, Jal Pehalwan" stirred emotions, they
failed to translate into votes,

manraf grewal@expressindia.com

OcTOBER 9, 1984, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

KERALA LANDSLIDES

AS MANY AS 15 persons, including three
women and four children, were killed in

from the government liberation of Ram

Home Secretary and tholncaldﬂmlsmda

Janma f Lord Ramajal- u-muumuuuu. e v

ter havir el hebankof iver  senior fthe SGIC.
Suvummmpl:shmﬂrmmmwm:mr

may be the cost, However, Ayadhya, the T AE U pGRADES

landslides and Noods in different parts of
ict. Landslicles claimed eight

[ Rama and an ancient town of

lives near Koorachundu in Quilandy taluk,
four near Kavilambara in Badagara taluk and
two near Talavad in Quilandy taluk, One
woman was washed off by the flood waters
of Kakloody river near Mavelikadavu,

Ram BHoOMI MARCH
A 130-KM LONG march by Hindu devotees

vm anticuity remained apathetic to the
oath-taking congregation.

TEMPLE HANDOVER

THE PROCESS OF handing over the Guru Ram
Dass Sarai, Tej Skngh Samundari Hall and the
Guru Nanak Niwas to the SGPC will be com-
pleted today, RV Subramaniam, Senior
Avisor to the Punjab Governor, N N Vohra,

THE CHIEF OF Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal L
M Katre said that with the induction of so-
phisticated aircraft into the country, the
Inclian Air Force {IAF) had a greater respon-
sibility to ensure maximum utilisation of
advanced and expensive hardware,

anniversary ofthe IAF, e assured the nation
that the Air Force was fully prepared to meet
any challenge.
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The victor’s task

Apart from forming the government, which is the easy part, the National Conference
needs to regain the political power to be able to once again set the narrative

HASEEB A DRABU

THE MANDATE OF the just concluded ebec-
tions is decisive for the National Conference
asapolitical party, could pose difficulties for
itasit

disruptive for the politics of [ammu and
Kashmir. J&K is a complex region whose pal-
itics has just become more complicated,
Apart from the historical alienation of the
Walley from the Union, politics within the
erstwhile state seems to have become com-
pletely polarised,

The mandate is virtually abong commu-
nal lines, which cannot augur well for ei-
ther the state or the country. This election
will go down in the electoral history of J&K
as the one in which Muslims of J&K, who
have never been a political category, have
been mace one, With Pir Panjal {Rajour and
Poonch) and Chenab Valley (Doda and
Bhaderwah), administratively a part of
Jammu province, voting largely for NC,
the 75-year-old Dixon plan of dividing the
state aleng the Chenab seems to have
been resuscitated.

With the elected representatives of the
entire region of the Jammu plains not being
in government, it should not come as a sur-
prise if the
for Jamimu, which is eften raised, becomes
strident. Post 2019, for all practical purposes,
Jamimu has been virtually bifurcated from
Kashmir adminisl:aliw:ly.'[hi: peographi-
cally
litically. This has only added to the fissures
between Jammu and Kashmir, which at the
bestof times have been adversarial, if notan-
tagonistic to each other, The two now share
litthe else than a troubled past, having noth-
ingzin commaon; geographically, linguistically,
culturally, ethnically and economically or in
ll:rms ofn:ligiun

gjl"wasdcariystru m]immu.\tllhqr
il st oo for the kill. R, u| Gandhichoseto

forward is for the
Mational Cunll:rt:na: toonce again become
the pan-J&K party which it was till 1996,
The last five years have shown that NC is a
mass based, strong and rooted party even
ifit has a leadership that is centralised, and

paign in the safe ;i:als in the Valley but
not in Jammu,

Onthe contrary, the E]'.I’ put: allthe heavy
politic BjP's
electoral ;tratl:gy ha; failed is in trying to
fragment the votes m the Vallt'y The big les-

familial. It is inclusive party asupport
base cutting across sunnis, shias, gujjars,
pahadis and panditslt goes to their credit
that despite a grave situation, the National
Conference has not lost a singbe leader to

50 for itisdif-
ficult to cormvert ademographic majority into
a political minority. They must also go to the
drawing board in light of the fact that in this
t‘|t‘£[iDn in thi:\l'ililw itwas monlyn:lc—

ather parties, The Peoples D i Party,
on the other hand, was decimated with its
almaost entire leadership deserting it. The
sobe seat of Ramban in Jammu plains that
the National Conference has won should
give them some hope and direction,

The BJP has, of course, not won; it hasn't
lost either, It has consolidated its base in
Jammuway beyond what was expected, This

woted against. Thr vu(l: in llu: Vallrywas dv:—
cisively anti-BJP. Organisations like Apni
Party, Awami Ittehad Party and many others
|nc|udmg mdr:pt'ndt'nts have bl:l:n dedi-
mated for bei
show pﬂ.‘uwly that.

Having suffered ashocking defeat in the
parliamentary elections, Omar !\bd ullah

Omar Abdullah must be
relieved to have won both the
seats he contested and

st be relie
he that his party

P a
having borne the

Teligl lll.‘ll his }mrly has

beunt of al Articled

loss of business; from rice milling to liquor

business, theirinterests have been bacly urt,
In this context, the Congress Party’s po-

litical wisdom and electoral strategy is sim-

ply baffling. They were bnl plil:l:d o give

has regi: a victory. But he
must not be looking forward to being a
titular Chicf Minister with the clected
cabinet playing second fiddle to an
unelected appointes.

Withits mandate, the National Conference

BIP a run for their them

i Jarmim Indeed, till ace

tory. Bul he must not be
Inmkmg forward to being a

tive conscience of Kashmiris™, This can be
done only by reasserting the pmmqr of llu:

WWWINDIANEXPRESS COM

WHATTHE OTHERS SAY

“With Isracl showing no signs of heed
Nations or the International Court ¢

ing the countless warnings by the United
of Justice, the onus really lies on Isracl's

Western allies to stop its forever war. They have delayed action for too long,”

Divide

and

=THEDAILY STAR

lose

Congress, NC tried to play identity politics. Modi
government's performance, growing democratic
consciousness, ensured that it did not work

RAKESH SINHA

party. The message is clear. In a demaoc-
racy, people can't be hostages to a
dynasty. Literacy is growing, and so is
democratic consciousness.
Fuunhasarnullullspull‘l:s.tunyl:s;

part castein
Haryana, The E]'.I’s Dulli:ach and ideology
is mare holistic. Moreover, Congress failed
to ise or reorient its workers at the

THE ELECTION RESULTS of Haryana and
Jammu & Kashmir tell two different sto-
ries and defy narratives, The reason is ob-
viens. The assembly polls were important,
especially in terms of a broader pelitical
perception, because they were the first
major elections after the Lok Sabha polls
inwhich the BJI"s tally was reduced. Since
then, opposition parties, pri
Congress and itsleader Rahul Gandhi, have
spread propaganda against the BJP with
great vigour. Yot they donot have amything
cancrete with which to sway the peaple

tation in society. Therefore, it allies with
leaders and forces who galvanise caste,
communal and regional politics. Thisis the
Congress's folly, The BJP used constructive
social programmes to enhance its social
support base.

The verdict in Jammu and Kashmir is
unfavourable to the BJP — but the result is
also about a bess obwious narrative, This was
the first election after the abrogation of
Atticle 370, The abrogation heralded anew
erainthe state. In the last six years, the state
has rxpcnl:nu:d miuich- di:slmd dt'utlup

against the ruling
Propaganda can't change n:a]lly

The Haryana election result is un-
doubtedly not a verdict for Manohar Lal
Khattar or Bhupinder Singh Hooda, They
may have been the primary actors, but the
cli:mun wils abuul far more. Had the BIP

ment than twoc visited
J8K in 2023, More than 70 lakh beneficiar-
ies received Rs 6,000 crore through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT). The enrolment of
1,80,000 children in pre- primary schools
shows that the days of stone-
ended. Thrcnmmvclmmt of panchayats

]law: em-

and local 1

boldened tlu:f‘ also
encouraged them to initiate a fresh cam-
paign against the BJP in general, and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in particular,
AMlthough Haryana is a sma]l state, itisa

has rejected the BIF: The onus is s niok on the

saffron party. Its policies and programmes

remain non-discriminatory. T.hL' Ia:gl:r
""‘lhc impact of relig

litrmus test. The Oy
avictory foretold proved to be a boon for

voting. Din
tural and wclal life — it is in politics tao.

the B TH bt that the Haryana
election was a referendum on Madi's pop-
ularity and the impact of the BJI"s socio-
economic programmes,

Four factors bed to the BIP's victory, One,

voters' attention from local leaders and

along caste or
lines can make democracy stagnant.
Political modernity requires thinking in
terms of development and non-sectarian
policies, The BJIs outreach to Muslims isa
part of the democratic process but more
|mpu:la nt is Muslims' eutreach to the

legislature and restoring or ing the
pcmt:rul' r]r:m:d representatives. It is a ﬁ

stepin he

factors, 1

RSS in particular. For

welfare p
created a strong, silent vote bank for the
BJP, especially amang the ma:glnilmcd

JEk hal

Mvery tall order, indeed.

Apart from forming the government,
which is the easy part, the National
Conference needs to regain the political

classes. They st
and religious appeals of local leaders.
Women and youth are also among the
beneficiaries of Modinomics,

thl: last hundred years, the process has
been one-si

The arrival ofmun: and more people
from outside the state — in diverse roles
and professions, including business, gov-
ermment workers, etc —was misused as a

Second, the social phil of the
Consn:ss has not evolved. Thl: party has

the Mational Conference.
Thi: importance of safeguarding against
uch

power to be able to once again set
tive across the state, It might be worthwhile
for them to ponder if a return to the past is
the best way to the future. The o

the public sen-
nms:nt or the |mpact of Hmdutu onthe
ying,

ith dedication,

isa lesson for the BIP.
Haryana and [&K have demonstrated

that the people are now at the centrestage

— an elitist politic hase. Every

new compact relevant to today's time mer-
its collective societal thinking.

The politics of Kashmir is, what historian
Prima Levi once described, in the "grey

of secularism. The Congress is mired ina
lack of clarity as far as culture, religion and
the legacies of the nation are concerned,
There is now no one in the party — like
1ot K M Murishi — to engage

zone”: in whldl i and
i I ha mise-

o cliehs

with Rahul Gandhi on vital so-

strive il
ture of weakness, compromise and hesita-
thon, aswell as with public displays of moral

cial and culturalissues. He is both an ideo-
logue and a leader. This was not the case
. H " w1y

election adds a new dimension to indian
democracy. The higgest challenge beyoned
the verdict is to liberate parties from a nar-

pproach,

the values of liberal democracy. The BT

strength is its organisation and workers.

The same is not true for the Opposition.

Both in Haryana and [%K, Congress de-
i & ud carste and

courage and dignity. This ebection has been
about the latter, For the last five years, the
majority has had its way — in the Parliament
and in other institutions, In the just con-

titular Chief Mini

with the elected cabinet
playing second fiddle to an
unelected appointee.

ot meekly but loud and clear.

Thewriteris former finance minister
of farmmu B Kashmir

Don’t forget the voter

The BJP made that mistake in Kashmir, Congress in Haryana

SANJAY JHA

TWATCHED WITH amusement and an inde-
scribable schadenfreude the palpatir: dis-
} - triad

o valiantly rationalise the predicted deba-
cle of his party in the Haryana and Jammu
and Kashmir assembly election results,
Daing it is not easy. | should know. | have
been there athousand times before, But this
was till about 9.30 am on October 8 2024,
Shortly afterwards, the unlhlnhb]r: hap-

granular analysis of the numbers will be in
several pie-charts in every news medium
armyway] how India, always a tricky conun-
drum, has surprised itself.

For one, PM Modi must be hopelessly
nonplussed; his two big trump cards, the
Ram temple construction and the abruga-
tonof Art 370in . which

mativated and hastily rescinded Article 370
and the loss of statehood that followed had

lines,

incomplete project.
The nﬁ:alcullapscot]]l" and PDF, bath op-
alli he BJF in these elections

bcsldi:s the absence uF an coonomic wind-
fallwhich Id not be a

Jeath Thereis |

mare stunning n:buh: from the people of
JAK tothe BJPs game plin toappropriate far
mcIFa

I'Dr the Congress: For the biggest eloction of
the season coming up in Maharashtra in

were permanent fixtures in the BJ]’ mam-
festo for decades, | I im-

pened in Haryana. |

counting trends, the BJP suddenly acceler-
ated ahead of its archrival Congress, The cel-
ehrated Indian voter, once again embar-

HII"lU!l

b i |

[ to the |
hooriyat and Kashmiriyat trope of for-
mer P Aral Behari Vajpayee which was cur-
sorily laned? The hard truth is that

constituency), whlch has 78 per cent Hindu

Kashmir became a political laboratory topo-
slllun India’s Iirg:st minority population as

rassed all exit and gave a
knock-out punch to the grand old party in
Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir voted the
Mational Conference-Congress in,aftera 10-
year electoral hiatus, Instead of a double

population, and was humbled across Uttar
Pradiesh by th bioe Ralis o

¥

sation, i had failed

ross India. The JRK result
hat th backfied. Former

to deliver. The J&K results are further
evidence of its over-reliance on the
ma)untanan programme.

whammy for the B it {up

pustZD

But the Congress successfully ¢
kamikaze mission.
'I'hl:D:tDbcl Belection w:rdict :Duld ]law:

an umsually lI:!Dl!lE Congress, the scmnd

n |

ilation of dl;paun: Eroups, why did the BJP
from 47

Governor and subsequent rebel Satya Pal
Malik is probably having the Last laugh.
Secondly, in politics, momentum isa crit-
ical play. Post-June 4, 2024, Rahul Gandhi is
the agenda-setter, and he is doing that with
cool aplomb, T.hL' opposit mn looked ga l-

field anly 19
ciesin the Ka;lurur\c'allw?whydﬂ it nut mn

vanised, The helping:
Kejriwal's release from prison added to the

aslngll: scat?

figpure? But

arsenal. The NC-INC alliance in

hie Lok Sabit e Tt it tobe
amirage. Will the BJP see a patential crack, a
cheavage that could lead to its potential res-
urrection after a dreary nun? That is the bil-
lion-dollar question, We have now entered
into a most fascinating phase of Indian poli-
tics after a 10-year stranglehold by a seem-
|ng]y |nu|n|:|blc MNarendra Muda. T||l: voter is

tion ol itics
s llu: ;mhns undnpcﬂumlancc:n ]immu
whichit hadcl hcache,
a guaranteed sure-shot sweep, Despite the
gerrymandering that led toan increase of 43
seats in Jamimu, the BJP got only 28 seats. In
2014, it had weon 25, If the Congress had shown
an avaricious appetite, the BJP would have
faced awi

with the politically

JEEK, ! professed sulldamy between the
yana, and
the rclatlw:lytacthll undi:rslandmg emeng-

2024, itwill helpif the party backs
Uddhav Thackeray as the chief ministerial
candidate. Petty egos, local leaders getting
greedy, or a myapic understanding of the
ramification of that election, could be disas-
troass for the INDIA bloc. They havea chance,
but like Haryana, they could offer it magnan-
imously to the BJPon a sitver platter,
Thirdly, the gorilla in the room is the di-
miinishing political brand of Modi, Haryana
natwithstanding After falling wocfully short
of the pompous 400 numl shc:r in the Lok
Sabha, Modi looks a woebegone shadow of
his earlicr fire and brimstone avatar, The NDA
3.0under greater public scruting looks fran-
gible; its economic record is iffy, its gover-
nance shambalic, despite the braggadocio,
The crowids have thinned and got bored by
the exccrable verbiage. But Maodi and the BjP
are tough losers; and as Haryana shows, the
B]I" s hu nger for puwt‘l is its USP. The

g in the MVA alliance in

d on Twitter,

ap-
peared to hold a bot of promise, But Congress
committed hara-kiri; a dii vu reminiscent
of Madlya Pradesh and Chhalnsyrl\ abuut
ayear ago. Political

But for the moment, the gutsy wrestler
Vinesh Phogat is symbolic of the power of

Third, the centre of the Congress cam-
paiggn was the home of its leader, Hooda,
The BJF, on the other hand, works — liter-
ally and symbolically — through the

fal polarisation, Will it learn or continue
ona failed path?

The writer is a former BIP Rafya Sabha MP

ToProTeECT KIDS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial The kids
are online'(IE, October ) Most parents
find it challenging to restrict their d|||-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ENCOURAGE TRAVEL

THIS REFERS TO the repart, More Indians
travelling abroad but arrivals yet to hit
pre-Covid lc\u:ls'(lE Dctuhc: ?).Thl:

dren's digital acthvities, The
fects of children's excessive smartphone

abroad n:‘l'k:ns asignificant recovery in

and social medi areobwi-

he tor pu’-cﬂﬂd Huwml

ous, Even while e par-
ents to monitor and oversee digital ac-
tivity, youngsters, far more tech-savwvy,

o retum o pre-pandermic bevels, Imha s
sluw m:nut'ry in tourism can be attrib-
health

fired toci these re-
![I’ictiD?s.‘;l'l}?hﬂ. hasic measures such
as limiting screen time and keeping an
eye on chikdren's online activities could
result in unintended repercussions for
parents, ;uch as mm]l:ng n:bclllun in

saktymﬂlnadcqurrmdmmuflmln
as a safe destination. To revive inbound
wourism, India  must  improve
infrastructure, simplify visa processes,
and actively promote its fich cubtural and

interest in
forbidden content and impairing their
trust. The best possible strategy for par-
ents is to devote mome time to children,
foster open communication, and meti-
watee them towards other hobibies,
Kamal Laddha, Berigabiru

MODEL FOR SUCCESS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Return of

Saurav Suman, fatiok

FAILURE

THISREFERS TO the editorial, Prisons of
peejudice’ (IE, October 51 With India's in-
dependence, Article 17 of the Indian
Constitution abolished “untouchability”,
and prohibited its practice in any form,

the league’ (IE, October 81, The Hockey
India League 2024-25 will feature eight
men’s teams and six women's teams,
marking the first time a standalone
wormen's beague will run concurrently
with the men's competition and will in-
volve world-class players and coaches,
There's hope that it willl bea hghost o

5 ty-five years later, the Supreme
Court has to pass an order against "un-
touchability” practised and perpetuated
inside prisons under state watch, The SC
reference o Littar Pracesh, West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh
Prison Rubes exemplify how they rein-
force caste and colonial prejudices. It is
shndmglhatamﬂﬂlc “decolonisation”

i
ness madel and hockey ecosystem will
ultimately help us get gold at the

which presses for legal re-
forms, officials and experts invalved in
the llammg of the Model Prisons and

the pub]lr voice. Hurt and |
hamed 1, she hung in. Her elec-

and in bosing Haryana (like it did I'\ln]ib to
AAPearlier), Congress sent out a woeful mes-
sage that its political comeback was still an

toral success is Olympian.
The writer i a former Congress spokespersan

Ohymipics. [t would be i tode- G i ﬂnms.’\:t 20
pend isi iscthe  recogni of caste
spoit, other hould be explored husmlhcadmllu;tmlunandmncnm—
o malee for a better financial model, ingof prisons,

S5 Paul, Nodia LR Musrmnu, New Dl
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Discriminatory: Why SC struck down caste rules in jail manuals

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER &

The rubes in question deal with the clas-
sification of prisoners, and the prison work
that is assigned to them. The court said the
manuals assigned prison work in ways that

THE SUPREME Court last woek

kdown

ste-based labour divisions and

a bunchof rules in several state prison man-
uals, saying they *reinforce caste differences”
and target members of marginalised com-
munities, especially those dubbed as “crim-
imal tribes” in the colonial era. These rules vi-
olaved the fundamental rights of the
prisoners, the top court said.

The petition and the ruling

The 148-page ruling authored by Chief
Justice of India (CJI} DY Chandrachud came
on a petition filed I:ryJouma]lsr Sul:anya

reinforce social hierarchies”.
Forinstance, under the Madhya Pradesh
Jail Manual, 1987, prisoners from the Mehtar

tion in the Model Prison Manual, 2016, and
the draft Model Prisons and Correctional
Services Act, 2023, within the same period.
Manuals reinforcing caste
prejudices and stereotypes

The Criminal Tribes Act of 1871 allowed
rhr Emlsh Raj to drclalrarly

caste —a Scheduled Castec —are
specifically assigned the work of cleaning the
latrines. Similarty, under the Wiest Bengal Jail
Code Rules, 1967, Rule 741 dealing with
‘Sickness in cells’ states: “Food shall be
cooked and carried to the cells by prisoner-
cooks of suitable caste, under the superin-
tendence of a jail officer”.

Thc Supmmr Courthas :Iecl.m:d allsuch

Shantha on the WoviEIoNS in prisom
manuals across states, The day-to-day ad-
ministration of prisons is governed by the
Prisons Act and Prison Manualin the state or
Union Territory concermned.

i d rules 1al and di-
rected states and Union Territories to revise
their prison manuals within three months,
It has also directed the Centre to make nec-
essary changes to address caste discrimina-

2V ECONOMICS|

SMALLER AREA SOWN, RUINED CROP:
WHY TOMATOHASHITRS100/KG

I‘IJW'I’M#TDHIIBESHHEHD‘UED ETAIAE .
| Morth East

70ct | 7134 | 50.05 548 5717 | 7296

TSep | 4233 | 2951 | 4763 | 3683 | GA51

7 hug | 5767 | 3515 | 5715 | 5057 | 5715

(‘Soarce: Price Manitoring Cell Mirsistry of Conster Affirs ), Zone-wise ovg price/ke

PARTHA SARATHI BISWAS
PUNE, GCTOBER &

THE NATIONAL Cooperative Consumers'
Federation of India under the Union
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution began selling toma-
toes at a subsidised price of Rs 65 per kg
im Delhi as retail prices touched Rs 120~
130 at some places on

Customers around the CDIJIltI'_"' are
paying at least Rs 80-90{ kg for tomato,
Consumer price data compiled by the
ministry show average prices on October
7 had increased significantly from a
month ago, with the south zone average
price having almaost doubled over this pe-
riod. [See Table)

Why are prices of tomato rising, and
for hior long wiill this situation last?

Why prices are up

Themain reasons for the sudden price
spike is lower than expected sowing, and
destruction of market-ready crop in some
partsof the tomato zomne due bo heavy rain
inthe last week of September, Barmers said,

As of September 20, total sowing of
1.98 lakh hectares (1h) of khorif tomato
wias reported, far below the target of 2.89
Ih. Om this date last year, 2.20 Ih of kharif
tomato had been sown,

Unlike onion, which is grown thrice a
wear, there is only a khorif and a rabi
tomato, Khariftomato is grown mainly in
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and
Telangana; the rabi crop is grown in parts
of Maharashtra and parts of Kamataka.

Rabi tomato is transplanted in Februa-
ry-March and harvested after about 160

YOUR GO-T0 INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

FrebracirMars

Prol e M

days. The kharif crop is transplanted after
Jume-July,and transplantation can continue
till September in parts of Maharashitra,
Abhijit Gholap, a tomato grower from
Junmar tohka of Pune district said the ex-
treme heatof last year nudged mamy farm-
ers to move from tomata to crops like
rrlakrﬂn'syaal:’]'hrmtimmuupcm]d
nat
more than 40 drgrms(clsns " hesaid.
Area under maize in the country has
gone up from 84. 56 1h st yearto 88,50 th
this year. Resilience of the crop inextreme
weather and increased demand from
grain-based ethanol manufacturers are
reasons fior the popularity of maize.
Bany farmers had complained of bac-
terial and viral disease attacks on their
tomato crop last kharif Tomato is cash in-
tensive — and Barmers such as Gholap say
it needs a capital inputof at least Rs 1-2 lakh
per acre, With bacterial and viral diseases
mcreasing the input cost, tomato is often
not remunerative, "This is another reason
why farmeers have mioved away,” he said.

When will prices fall?
The modal {average) price of tomato

“eriminal tribe™
|F|I5 memberswere deemed to

against denotified

to be assessed for their

tribes by classifying them as habitual and
non-habital criminals.

The court used the example of Madhya
Pradesh, where “any member of a denatified
tribe may be treated as a habitual criminal,
subject to the discretion of the State

Government™ under Rule 41,

Fundamental rights

onm:ctlurnal needs, and conseguently, op-
portunity to reform”.

RIGHT AGAINST DISCRIMINATION
(ARTICLE 15): Thecourt held that the man-
wals both directly and indirectly discrimi-
nated against marginalised communities —
directly through the assignment of tasks
such as cleaning and sweeping to the mar-
ginalised castes, and cooking to the “for-

or menial® is an aspect of the caste system
and untouchability”.

RIGHT TO LIFE WITH DIGNITY
(ARTICLE 21 ): The Supreme Court held that
the right to life with dignity under Article 21
“ervisages the growth of individual person-
ality” and *provides for the right to overcome:
caste barriers as a part of the right to life of
mdlwduals from marginalized communi-

ties”, Some rules in the prison manuals, how-
ever, rv:smcr ﬂIL‘ rr:ia(matlatn af prlsuncrs

be “addicted to systematic LAW of prisoners ‘"Ulate‘l ward" castes; and indirectly by perpetuating
commission of non-bailable of- The court sai i ype that “peopl

fences”. As a result, several lated several fundamental — munities are either incapable of or unfit for
triby ed to settle indest dbo-  rights guaranteed under the Constitution, mare skilled, dignified, or intellectual work™,

cations, and they faced severe restrictions
based on stereotypical assumptions about
*bormn criminals”, including the threat of ar-
rest without awarrant,

After multiple changes, the Act was re-
pealed in 1952, and the former “criminal
tribes" became known as “denotified tribes”,
Howeever, the apex court noted that the man-

AMITABH SINHA

ARTIRCIAL INTELLIGEMNCE, or Al tools are usad
by usersof computers and phones around the
world o seek information, create photos and
wideos, or interpret large amounts of data in
weays thatwere not possible just twoyears ago,
Al has the potential to bring about fundamen-
tal chaneges in the way people live and work,

‘This year's Nobel Prizein Fhysics recognises
bwo scientists whose work laid the founda-
tions of the Al revolution that is currently un-
fodding, john Hopfield, a91-year-old American,
and Geoffrey Hinton, a 76-year-old British-
borm Canadian, were on Tuesday awarded the
Mobel Prize for their “foundational discover-
besand inventions that enable machine learn-
imgwith artificial neural networkes”,

The two scientists, working separately,
did most of their ground-breaking research
inthe 1980z, but the impact of their work is
beginning to be felt only now.

Mimicking the brain
Thrbgsumm of Hopheld and Hinton has

Ther algor

at the market of Fi
Baswant in Mashik is currently around Rs
52-55/kg. Prices are expected to stay at
this bevel or even rise further in the com-
ing days, Gholap and other farmers said.
Fresh harvests in Mashik and Telangana
after Dussehrawill supply the market for
some time, but prices are likely to rise
again as another supply squeeze follows,
Since the next crop will hit the mar-
ket only around March, no significant re-
duction in retail prices of tomato is likely
in the near future.

i Monihs + B Months MSP

2™ SEPTEMBER 2024 22 SEPTEMBER 2024

P —.

ANJISHNL DAS

2 Yoars + B Menths MSP

Cpteuh
-

™ DCTOBER 2024

N\, C0-ER0-ENI0  wewialramandravlcom

beeni
mimic the functioning of the human brain in
performing commaon tasks, TS Were
imvented to carmy out repetitive cak:ulallon—
based tasks that were too time-c ar

RIGHT TO EQUALITY (ARTICLE 14):
The court held that caste can only beused as
a ground for classification “as long as it is

d i fictims of casti
discrimination”, and would otherwise “re-
inforce caste differences or animosity that
ought to be prevented at the first place”. This
would deny some incarcerated indiiduals

ABOLITION OF UNTOUCHABILITY
(ARTICLE 17): The court refermed to an Uttar
Pradesh rule that allows convicts to perform
"duties of a degrading or menial character”
if they belong to “a class or community ac-
customed to perform such duties™. In this
regard, the court held that “the notion that
an oocupation is considered as “degrading

;0N PRIZES 2024 |

Making machines learn

Nobel recognises scientists whose work laid foundations of Al revolution. Their research helped enable
pattern recognition in computers, a key component of tools like face recognition or image improvement

JOHN
HOPFELD, 81
Professor at
Princeton
University, USA;
PhD from
Cornell
University

Anne L'Huillier for

NOBEL PRIZE IN PHYSICS
‘FOR FOUNDATIONAL DISCOVERIES AND INVENTIONS THAT ENABLE
MACHINE LEARNING WITH ARTIFICIAL NEURAL NETWORKS'

IN 2023: Awarded to Pierre Agostini, Ferenc Krausz and

7 GEOFFREY
. HINTON,76
Professor at the
University of
Toronto, Canada;
PhD from The
University of
Edinburgh, UK

attosecond pulses, allowing exploration of scientific
processes at subatomic levels,

ONWEDNESOAY: NOBEL PRIZE IN CHEMISTRY

met

from " and “de-
prive prisoners from marginalized groups of
a sense of dignity and the expectation that
they should be treated equally”, violating this
right, it held.

PROHIBITION OF FORCED LABOUR
(ARTICLE 23}: The court held that “impaos-
ing labour or work, which is considered im-
pure or low-grade, upon the members of
marginalized communities amounts to
“forced labour” under Article 23",

strengthened, and their acouracy at pattern
recognition enhanced, repeated in-
puts of data, called training. Hinton devel-
oped a method called backpropagation that
enabled the artificial neural networks toleam
from previous mistakes and improve itself,
The process of continuous learning and
improvemnent by training on large datasets
led to the development of deep neural net-
waorks that contained multiple layers of net-
waorks. Hinton demaonstrated that deep net-
works resulted in the learning of more
complex features and patterns in large
datasets. Deep leaming is at the heart of mod-
ern speech and image recognition, transla-
tion, voice assistance and self-driving cars.
The power of Hinton's deep networks
were most spectacularly demonstrated at
the 2012 ImageNet Visual Recognition
Challenge, a competition organised to test
new technologies in image recognition. A
pattern recognition algorithm using deep
neural networks developed by Hinton and
his students, called AlexNet, showed dra-
matici DEnising image
“ltwas a seminal moment in the develop-

Ieamaml rtmemberwhﬂe ment of artificial intelligence. Until then, the
proc ] of these neural nebworks wasnot.
I brains work. mywell recognised and demonstrated. Now,
Nn.ralnctmtsmmprise of course, nuchlnelamlnglsbelnguscdma
interconnected artificial neurons ity of fields,” said
divided into an inner layer (or layers), achpuumaﬂ\sumnmymi\slmphym
hidden layer(s, and outer layer/s. The at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
e Layer receives the data, hidden inMumibai }
layer processes it, and outer layer machine learning for his study of stars.
transmits the result. The number of “We deal with huge amounts of data that
Artificial neural networks (ANNs)are  innerand hnr.llen Iaytrs depends on are full af possibilities. Machine learning
lgorith hat all the compl helps us to focus on those datasets which

fornew orinterest-

humans. Butvery soom, scientists began won-
dering whether machines could also be made
todo things that humans seemed to be farbet-
ter at — remembering, recognising, creating,

neuroscience, Hopfield built an artificial new-
ral network, resembling the network of
nerve cells in the human brain, that allowed

bearning, and making intellj LIESSE

Al has become common parlance now;, but
the origin of the term dates back to the mid-
19505, when scientists began speaking of com-
puters as “intelligent” machines, As comput-
ershecame mone and m!:pu\wrﬁ.llmrm.e

computer ! ber and ‘leam’.
“Earlier,in 1949, the C: hologist

whena Hopfield network is given new infor-
mation, like animage ora song, it capturesthe.
entire pam:m mcmc &0, remembering the
connectionsor con-

lilee pivels in the case of images,

Donald Hebb had discowersd that the process
urleamiru; in humanbeings im.md perma-

or connections, between nrrwcv:lkwhcmﬂﬂ

ears, they acc increasingly com-
phe tasks with great efficiency, and seemingy
gained in intelligence. However, these were
still calculation-hased tasks — and all that was

communication related e oc-
curring. Hopfield built. allamfnal meural net-

It alliows the network to recall, u:ImuI'y or
imageorso com-
[plete, or similar-looking, image is passed asin-
put. Hopfield's work was a leap toward s en-
abling pattern recognition in computers,
somiething that allows face recognition or im-

was that the computer
alculate faster and.
l'asks simultaneowsly than earfier.
Efforts to get a compater to imitate the

He mation
[unr:tlulungodﬂn:}mmn b(amdldn.utmalm 1gth ture, and not it Hopfield network
Hopfield's individual This was unkike tra-

inginformation.” he sakd,

In 2018, Hinton was awarded the Turing
Prize, the most prestigious award incom-
puter science. In fact, He
been incomputer science, unlike Hopfield,
who has made contributions to physics, new-
roscience, and biclogy. Srivastava, the former
profiessor at Hyderabad University, said the
Physics Mobel was relevant mainly because
Hopfield's 1982 work borrowed from some
earlier breakthroughs in physics.

"Hopfield's network was inspired by a

work that could acc hing simi- I physic called spmg]asg lloys with

Iarandthlswasa big breakthrough,” said Vipin i SOME Very spec i
aformer professorof Physicsarthe Deep learning spin glass and its mathr:matlcswas mapped

University of Hyderabad, whn has himself Hinton ook for Hopficld  onart networks,”

made fi ficld  and developed artificial nety could This is not the first time that the Nobel

perform much more complex tasks. So, whilie

much headway
ary work in the 1980s. A theoretical physi-
cist with interests in molecular biology and

ditional computing in which information is
stored or processed in the smallest bits, 5o,

Since 2014 in Haryana, move towards bipolar, tighter BJP-Cong contests

ould recognise simple
patterns of shape or sound, Hinton's ad-
vanced maodels could understand voices and
pictures. These neural networks could be

Committee had picked a computer scence
breakthrough fiar the Nobel Prize in Physics.
In 2007, the Physics Nobel was awarded for
waork that related to data storage devices lile
hard drives.

share (39.9%) in the state, The Congress

PERFORMANCE OF BJP AND CONGRESS IN HARYANA ASSEMBLY AND LOK SABHA POLLS, 2014-2024

recorded an improved vote share at 39.1%,

NEW DELHI,OCTOBER & but won only 37 seats,

PARTY WISE SEATS ——— | — PARTY WISE VOTE SHARE — | ——— PARTY WISE SEATS ——— | — PARTY WISE VOTE SHARE — (T {0 rorr e e e
ASTHE BJP on Tuesday won a historic third mBJP m Congess mEBIP H Congress  {in %) EEBIP o Congress HBIP m Congress  {in%t) Ammbly pulls. the gap between the
consecutive term in Haryana, data from Lok H i BJP
Sabha and Assembly palls showed that | 39.8 381 hﬂ--w
electoral ¢ 12 state | 33. 4611 by 12,6 percentage points in 2004, the gap is
increasingty bipolar over the last decade. 1 436 now just 0.8 percentage points. There is a
The data also reveal that the gap between 285 similar trend in Lok Sabha polls as well. The
the BJP and Cangm!s,thewp twio partiesin ! gap between the two parties shrank from
the state, h me period, H 29,7 percentage points in 2019 to just 2.44
asthercglonal parties have been increas- , percentage points in 2024,
zed out. 20019 204 2019 2024 2004 2024 2014 2024 s the BJPF-Congress contest has become
In 2014, the BJF won seven out of Source: B0 tighter, the regional parties have lost out.

Haryana's 10 Lok Sabha seats en route to
power at the Centre. While the Congress
won just one seat, the O P Chautala-led

Indian Maticnal LokDal (INLDY v, The

tions, with
47 seats and a 33.3% wote share, ending the
Congress's 10-year rule in the state. The

In the 2019 Lok Sabha election, the BJF
improved its tally, winning all 10 seats, It
won a whopping 58.2% of the vote; the

to 40 seats, six short of majority. The party
needed 10 MLAs ofthe Dushyant Chautala-
led Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) to form the

In the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, the B fell i
just five Lok Sabha seats, the same as what
the Congress won. The BJP secured a vote

The INLD fell from a 24 2% vobe share in 2014
o 24% in 2019 before making a marginal
recovery to 4.14% this year. The JJP, which
made a splash in its poll debut, secured a

BJPled witha 34.8% vote share, followed by Congr just15 anda  C only 28,5%. government. The Congress won 31 seats,  share of 46.11%, and the Congress 4367 respectable 14,8% vote share in 2019, But
the INLD at 24.4% and the Congressat23%.  20.7% vote share, while the INLD won 19 However, in the Assembly polls, which  Bath the BJF and Congress increased their OnT , however, the BJP emerged  thisyear, it fell below even the INLD its par-
Months later, the BJP won the Haryana  seats and a 24.2% vote share. took place later that same year the BIPfell  vote shares to 36.5% and 28 12 respectively.  withiis highest-ever seattally [(48)andvote  ent party, to a (\9% vote share,
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A new chapter
begins in J&K

The onus is on the political mainstream to
reciprocate the trust of the voters in electoral
democracy and deliver on governance

National Conference-Congress alliance has
won a decisive mandate in the first assembly
dections in Jammu and Kashmir (J8K) since
the abrogation of Article 370 and afier the

Ibifurcation of the state into the Union territories (UT)
of J&K and Ladakh. The results are significant fora
st of reasons and will resonate beyond J&K.

T start with, l}lbmmdm:nmlmmly

hed. Denceful. and comp Lo

ol in J&K, with groups such as the Jamaat-e-Iskami,
which in the past advocated poll boyeott, fiekding proxy
candidates. It bed toa lange (G3.9%) rumout, over 5%
mscire than in the 2024 elections but a tad lower
ithan the 2014 assembly poll numbers. Clearly, J&K

mostly supported the political mainstream and ignored
other volces, especially those peroefved to harbour
separatist sentiments: The very ordinary performance
of Baramulla MP Engineer Rashid's Awami Ittehad
Party (AIP) illustrates this trend. The big loser in this
election is the regional titan People’s Demaocratic Party
(PDP), which has been restricted to just three seats,
with party supremo Mehbooba Mufti's daughter, ltif
Mufitk losing in a party stronghold. In the polanised
atmosphere of Kashmir Valley, the PDPs necord of
running a government in alliance with the BJP went
against ivand groups like the AIP ate upits radical base.
As forthe BP, it can take solace in holding on to its
Ibase in the Jammu region, while the Congress has
miuch to introspect, having Eailed to revive its base
south of Pir Panjal.

‘With elections done, the next step is wo nestore
statehood to J&K at the earliest, as demanded by all
political groups in the UT and promised by the Centre,
Baoth the NC, which s set to head the, L and
the PDP have promised a revival of Article 370 and the
special stamus it bestows on the UT, but thar'sa non-
starter. The Supreme Court's endorsement of the
abrogation should be seen as a In the
and the political mainstream must move on

and ethnic sub-nationalisms have thiived
mnmypnmdtndnwﬂmspmnlmnﬁmw
claiming exceptional status. There is a
mmt«wmmlmbmj&i(mnllme
region's history is unigque. These parties may now have
1o recalibrate their palitics to reflect the new reality and
reciprocate the trust citizens have shown in dectoral
democracy as an instrument for social and economic
mmmmbmmmr
The Li Governor'
mﬂumkolmemnmmllnw.

Haryana win points
to BJP’s resilience

he Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJF) third

consecutive win in Haryana is remarkable in

many ways. [t has not only sideste pped anti-
incumbency of two terms but has also won more
seats compared 10 its tally (40) in the last legislative
assembly, That the party has managed this revival
after it lost half the Lok Sabha seats from the state
also makes its performance remarkable.

The single-most important factor that seems to
Thave enabled the BJPs stunning reversal of fortunes
isan OBC polarisation in its Ervour. With two-time
chief minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda at its helm,
the dominant Jat community had consolidated
behind the Congress. The BJP turned this toits
advantage by mobilising the OBCs and appointing
mon-Jats, first Manohar Lal Khattar and later, Nayab
Singh Saini. as chief ministers. The choice of Saini,
the first OBC MLA to be Haryana CM, nlsnheTped the
[party to neutralise anti-incumbency and
pollsa htmumabommchlmslneeﬂnsﬁm
governance. The leadership squabbles in the
Congress made its governance pitch unconvincing.

The Haryana outcome will puncture the
Opposition narrative that the fall in the BJP's seats in
the general elections marks the of amend,
and the beginning of the end. With assembly paolls

The changing
distribution of votes is
at the heart of long-term
social realignment and
the current election
results in the state

anyana has delivered a

Missoric verdiot. Kever

bcdore has any party

come 1o power for

three  consecutive

terma. Everyane, from

ground nepons to exit polls, pre-

dicted & mussive for the

Congress. How did the Bharatiya

Janats Party (BJP) manage o pall
off sach an impressive

I might be tempting to read the

increase in the BIFs vote share

ficowpaa red 6 kit e} aindd mashve

seat tally as a pro-incambent vote.

Some may alio argue that perhaps

the cholce of Nayab Singh iy

rephice Manohar Lal Khattar s e

durfmr-swlwmtmdwwm

against the BJP and Wrestling Fed-
eraiion of India heavywelght Bri]
Bhushan Sharan Singh were teated
by the mmusst have added some
level ol resentment against the BIP
in the state. Finally, the Lok Sabha
elections signalied an erosion inthe
BIFs Dalit voter base and Rakul
Gandhi’s casie census demand oo
S s LEaction in (e state.

In hindsight, it would appeas that
this semtiment was mofe pro-
mounced among volers from the Jai
surprisingly, the
dominant caste anywhere is more
vocal and their desires get
echocd as the ground real-
iny, The Congress gained Il
g‘t;(mn e polmts from ins

19 share i this chection

three

CenLage Himrw1uﬂ

Lessons from Haryana
for BJP and Congress

i when the XL wes in decline
and the Congress was becoming
mare Jal-cemiric.

Though the BfP's lead over the
Congress im terms of vole share in
thils clection is bancly one pencent-
age point, the seat share tellsa com-
petely different pictane. The BJP, in
J0M, won 47 seats with 3% voles;
however, it coubd win only 40 seats
desplie winning 35% voies In 2006,
Thie INLD and its bevakway faction.
il Jannayak Janta Party (JF) are
declining in strength — from 3% in
2005, 25% in T014. and IT% in 2009,

lseir share s now down o
£ m;:—mmn:mw

Haryana hasdelivered Never befors has any party come o
pawer for three conseotive terms
The results signal the dechine, i the BIP in & tough situstion as

un cdge
o1 a bukghver rae.

Soume commeTtaors il
indicated ancaber chink in

e Cangaess armear — the
Sa, it is possible that the Rahul party gewting complacent
swing of voles on the Verma and getting caught (n s
own (usory web of being

groand
a wave in favour of the

But the rallying of Jwt vot-

efs lowards e Congress i Hlely 1o

[produced & counterconsol k-

Hm It woald be Baive 10
argoe thal there wasa't any serious

Hom &l the

opponents’ weaknesses. Much lke
whal happened in Chhattisgarh in
013, where o Congress victory
seemed like a fanegone conchasion,

The of
umﬂ. i af the heart of both long-

with P
in the staie. Haryana was the site of
protests agine several moves of tse
Centre — the farm Laws and the
Agnipath scheme. Unemployment
and GConomic XLy AMWNE § wc
tion of volers is the reality across

andd immse
ekt choction fescita The Congress,
before Bhupinder Singh Ilvudl
became the CM in 2005,

broader social base, while Ibe
Indisn National Lok Dal (INLD)
relied a lot mare an the Jat votes.

e BIF ¢ that it wason g

weulker wicket. The party

with better SWOT analysis, micre-
nt of constituencics,

manageme
including independents and the

smadicy paribes.. advantage
of the [acticnal feud within the Con-
ress. The power oussie ™

Bectween
Singh Dro and Bhupesh Baghel in

miod the end. of dominant families in
Harynpa politics — the three Lals
and the Hooda family. These fami-
Hiies have b at e Beckm of afladrs
simce the formation of the stae in
1366, Barving & few shaort stints by
other (s, these famil ies have ruled
the state for most periads. While
scene members of these families
e won. many have lost. There is

al arepect tothe manginall:
sation of hese lumilics: if the BJP
decides to contimue with Nayab
Singh Saind or some olber mon-lat
person as the mext CM, then this
could be the longest time the state
has boen ruled by a pon-Jat OM, The

as governance is conoermed.
What weill b the Imnplication of the
Haryana verdict oa the upm.]n;

choctaons in Maharashera and
hand? While it is urue IJuI n:h
roind of choctions cam 1l R narra-
tive and momentum in favour of the
winier, ihe fiel found can alio over-
ture this as we have seen |n the past
o viear. The BIP, perhaps,

after sweeping the
assembly elections in the Himdi
Peariland stazes in Devermber 2073,
The same for the Congress
after its improved performance in
these parts of the coursiry daring
Wik S b e lotions, Pastins
Img bubris and getiing abhcad
ers isa path 1o be avokled.

Ravid Verma s fellow, Contre for Policy
Raoqur

Inidia. and Haryams is 5o excepion.
And the way wrestlers prolesting

largely bascd

The BJPs rise in state politics was  Chihattisgarh was replayed with
this wedge at aryana.

on using

Meta aend Kummirt Selja in

i
ties fumber, But Ihn.m:r will akso

oh (CPR). New Delbi
The wiews expresnal are persond

In Srinagar, the strugg

le

begins for full statehood

s prodiciod. the National Conforence
NC) Ietians Natsonal Comgress (INC)
alliance will be able o form the new
Janmis and Kashenlr [ 1K) admin
istration with a comsortable ty. Bimay

Mwmww e Peer
ple’s Democratic Party (PDF). I tha hap-
?rmwrn:m i it o U treibied
ormer stme?

Th firsk question is whether am NC-INC
admindstration will be allowed to function
o will s a Delhi-tpe situstion i
which the lirstenant governer (LG) is cone
sern an impeding the chected govern-
el 18 i noo-carty to bell, bt | Believe that
ibe Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Is more
Nikoely b0 asct comvertly, as it did whiem in alli-
ance with the POP from 20015-2008, than
overtly s in Delhi. In those throe years, ey
rode roughshod over Mudt Mohommad Say-
el bridge-tullding effons and used their
newfound connections with PDP

ey try i replicate thad approach.
he NC-INC alliance partners will
have & double burden — o retain
some authority as an elected
adminisiration. and bo kecp sheir
MLAs 3

Beceh taskes arc equally i ponast
for the slliance, but voters will look
more (o the former. 1t imvolves mot only
undertaking policy formulation and impk-
mentation in real-time, especially in the
economy, but alio & battle to scquire the
power o do sa. Uinder the new rules of busi-
neess anmHanond shofly before the assembly
election. all key powers — over security,
Minanes, polion and the banmucracy — afe
naw vested in the LG, reducing the new
administration 1o the functions of a munici-
pality at best. The new administration will
have b contend with ihe LG's alfice over
every adminiserative indtiative, however
small the Bsue.

Socarity will obwiously be & major sounoe
of friction. ghven ihat the chocied admindstra-
o will wish i protect basic civil libertes

carlicst. as.the Supreme Coust rocomnsonded
in its December 2003 fsdgment, will be a
magor challenge. Golag by soliciior general
Teshar Mehta's statement in the Nz:l
Supreme the Article T

small authority anless the Sapreme Court
1mnms against the phase-by-phase

m!.mlnmmwnwmm
af stabchood is siroag. The court
dﬂmmkﬁlhﬂﬂhﬂ'l‘“lkﬁ]mk
mu-wmmmmw-
L]
didnof challenge the phase-by-phase resto-
raticon amnounced by the solicitor general is
anybody’s guess. But if & state cannot be
demotid toa UT, then it Tollows that state-
hood cannot be restored in phases.

This is a constitutional issue that

will be raised if it has mot already

Isoem rakied inithe recend petition for
“abebood fled by rwo Individuals.

The other big challenge will be

emtreprencurs and tackle youth

uncmgkyment. which is considera-

by higher in Jamems and Ksshmir
(K] than in the st of the country. Miost of
thee podices of the past five years, Irom new
land acquisition nules vo the grant of mining.
consumer gocds and tourkst licences 1o
natiomnal rather tham local companies, will
have 1o be reviewed and where necessary
rolbed back.

Whuichs willl dhipaiiad o Prw [ comaral asd
LG sdministrations handle these key con-
cerms. Ity are wise, ey will sccommo-
date the new admingsiration’s goabs, allowing
R0 Eake Ehe . Bel ihe berm pliation bo had-
[T s N b on Ehe assaumetion thag
il'this administration Fails o fulfil e tasks
st thiey were vosed in to perform, voters
might turn o the BIP or more plasi
factions when (he pext assembly clection

such as an dia and the right
12 dissent or protest, which are at present
disallowed. There anc handreds of ar bitrary
cases under the Unkawiial Activisies (Preven-
o) Act wisich moed urgent redeess. The NC
manifesto premised a repeal of the Public
Security Act. but they will peed the Undon
hame ministry's assend to do so, since the
mew assembly. with close 10 one-thind BJP
members, bs unlikely io secure a

wole on {he issoe. And even if tey do, itwill
lrml\'umlulmd umitill full staschood s

wtmmmd‘ fuald statcbood at the

place.

These ane issuces of national intenes, and
comcern MPs as well as local legislaions. Par-
liament has thas far been quissomi on the
Mool sdmmdinistration’s acsons in Jsmemu snd
Kashmir, With the 2024 clection of a sizable
mamiber of Opposition MPs. this situation
showld change. The NC-INC administration

FAROODQ ABDULLAH

<
After 10
their mandate (o u

ars, the people

‘police raj here but *public

will try to release the

mocent fr

Jjail. Media will be free. And we have
clop trust between
Hindus and Muslims

HT

The agenda for the new
government in Haryana

that political parzies must sddress.

froem the service sector that plansed urban
aloree ca

the issucs theown upin the choctonal chasming

s the sine qua non ol narce. Asa  abloor poor devehop-
e chuapter in Haryona begine, the new Bhar- pyana. This has foroed
atya Jossia Party (RIP) grvemment st po-— opt e underemployment: nastration even
e sl 45 participate i and benefi from the  makes thems fall in the trap of umcthicsl dumb
oo options inan alarming meassre. The
uy's ising economic power. TR CAnot, el TS reot withedraw
mmpnhupumlmln thae bl wwnwﬁmnm
on their prodecessors of find (sl with &n  ment schools snd sechiacs] instinations that
show behemoth of ke them cmplovable.
mmmmw amom Etooncs of K dlistresss e o bofnget b -
....u Agriauinare comtributes only 1% to the
“ﬁh’ st GIDP whilie 0% ol e b s I
Iﬂnlunnnlh haes the conse:  rural arews and sround T workforce
m-:nmdnn&dml [ i the agricial-
ermance. I iswist tosaep Nim fure sechr, Hatisiics poant 1
and bt conserras of polil - the o e of rral ecoesenic dis-
thes. o ke bssues theat the state baces, tress where falling per caplea farm
mpnmmwd income s unabie st ihe gl
the challenges of unemployment, naral coonony, Clearty, policy inter
farmn distress, Inadequackes in infar PK wenioas musk be dinected
seructure, amd whst I boen breadly Falsineg aren incoms theoagh
docibedpdoie s s e Chaudbery ooty ot and investcat In
- S approprise supporthe infrastnaune
Irﬁknmr m*l‘)*jllw for procuncrmenit. sorage.

bl 1 e

meumnhmnmd
aleding of

of agricultural and alticd
pcmbwnwwmhmwmm

percenved
mmmkmmm

in other sooions ks imperative for relioving dis-
tress I thee rumal eoonomy.

will noed their support in its banke for Ill Fasyana's GDP bas shormn a hoalthy growih
faly deserves. For owmmm The challenge of growing unemployment sy nnaaul:t:mm
« T

sAates, whal hagtmdn J&K s part of the RS COCUY B phwhaarpﬂumh prowth, The challenge ks o free resowrces for

8 oot arCoAmGn Lo miss out o the rvestmoe in education. care,and
All ln all. the coming and then wmdkm hmrn evaraialurbus anal.

st will beeventiul for the mew adminis- ol L

tratbon and the peogle of the state. We must prodominandy agricubnral tmmﬂrrsm acrastion through privase investment in noads,

hnp that the outoomses will be more rather A poits, s the

democratic, and espocially that the "”"MMer many sl or

whwrymm-ﬂmn h d dowms i the s o efficiency thevisgh the gpbiosi-

will not be hulted or marred by domestic or lfent rational capital region (NCR) Thishas.  tion ol lechnokogy s wekoonse. Hiowever, i can-

cToss border |rlm1 attacks. Equally, w thiown and chalk that the for efficacy.

st that ot pocogn grievance rodressal and indu-
= its policy 3 A TR it

il of um:m hiks feblow w-erm
played in Mabarashira, Jharkhand or Delhi

posponas, Urbanination as fot
e Rarited 1 NCR but s s groweth i the

due s0on in Maharashira and Jharkhand, and early n 2ens’ vokces by officials will mot suooved unless
next year in Delhi, a win in Haryana would have ot b replicatid in this volatile border sates e lhaad 1l lbcs as well The iwinchal- e electod representatives setan ccampicand
- state. where P -hased armed growps henges dernad There bs a percepton ofa
boasted the Opposition’s morale. This unexpected Thover o take advastage of any full Enes. mmmnkw dnide betworn the mmmw
downium — exit polls predicied a BJP defeat — Tt woisld truly witkate thse nstional interest. adequate resousces are allocated or private umﬁxﬁmw il

sobering lesson EcnhrOpposI:‘-en.wpem!buhe S ———— w-m the saale b pmﬁnh.hknm"
The BIF will now approach the crucial The coming dayswill be eventhal for the A Politicaf Hisnory of Ramen arsd Kashendr. tuture " i o fortner o o
Maharashira contest on a high. poopleof the state " The wiews exprossed are peronsi owmummin th will cuesie Largeky Harymna, Th viras cxprocnd are peveessd
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A year after in Gaza

Sadly,a cessation of hostilities that can prevent
awider regional conflict is not in prospect

HE GAZAWAR that was triggered by the incursion of Hamas

forcesinto Israel killing 1,200 people and taking 2501

October 7, 202 3, still rages, Normally, such anniversaries are

sombre affairs marked by remembrances of one's lost and
renewed hopes of getting the surviving hostages back home, Sadly, how-
ever, the occasion was marked by intensified bombing by lsrael in Gaza
adding to the tally of 42,000 Palestinians already killed, mostly women
and children. Nearly all the 2.3 million people have been displaced. Gaza
has been reduced to a dystopian, rubble-strewn wasteland due to the
relentless bombing over a year, The war threatens full-blown famine con-

ditions and a humanitarian disaster as aid inflows are down to a trickle,

vaccination
b b i

The onlysilve

VERY ELECTION IS distinct
and noteworthy. The US
presidential elections are
noexception. But the 2024
election will be unigue, In
fact, Kamala Harris is the first woman
of colour, second person of colour
(aftar Barack Obama), and second
woman (after Hlllary Clinton) to be a
major party nominee for President.
Clearly, history willbe

for I'_hudrEl'J nme i an,amm
toconti het "Iahll‘ lly I
front in Lebanon targeting Hezbollah, be es gearing up for a punitive
strike on Iran for launching precision ballistic missiles on lsrael,

‘Wars do not end unless the parties involved feel the need to silence
their guns as they cannot achieve their military objectives. Alas, this does
not seem to be the case at present although the top leadership of Hamas,
barring the military and political head, Yahya Sinwar, has been taken out
and most of the militant group's 24 battalions, each about 1,000 strong,
have been dismantled by Lsraeli forces, Much of Hamas’svast tunnel infra-
structure in Gaza has also been destroyed. Despite lsrael’s military g
over the last year — which resulted in a sharp shift in international opin-
ion including protests in US campuses — Netanyahu has expressed lim-
ited interest ina ceasefire deal that would allow the exchange of 100-plus
surviving Israelit in Gaza for Palestinian prisoners in sraeli jail
The prospects of a ceasefire are elusive as there is also no :Iarllywhalm-
ever on who will administer and rebuild Gaza if and when the war ends,
Netanyahu, who is politically backed by ultranationalists and religious
extremists, has no appetite for a two-state solution inwhich lsraelis and
Palestinians will coexist peacefully,

The lsrael-Hamas conflict will therefore continue unabated amidst
dangemus portends of a full-blown regional war in which the US — with

ialelectionslessa I — might be forced to be involved
in.The US is not exactlyadisinterested peacemaker in G iven itsiron-
clad commitment to support lsrael’s right to defend itself by providing
billions of dollars of weaponry. But the fact remains that the Gaza war
could have ended earlier if America used its leverage over Tel Aviv toimple-
ment its three-phase ceasefire proposal in May, Taking its support for
granted, lsrael instead violated every red line that the US indicated — like
desisting from invading Rafah — to minimise civilian casualties. Israel
added fresh conditions while Hamas sought a permanent ceasefireanda
higher numberof Palestinian prisoners forevery lsraeli hostage released
that scuppered the US deal. Netanyahu reportedly plans to force civilians
out of northern Gaza and put Hamas militants who remain in the area
under siege in order to force the release of hostages. The upshot is that
the intensification of the year-long conflict is bad news for Gazans, who
havebeen collectively punished for what Hamas did last October, and the
anxious rel; fsurviving laraeli b

1" e b lanew

Tencent bid for Assassin’s
Creed needs a leap of faith

'ONE OF THE highlights of Ubisoft Entertainment SA’s Assassin's Creed game
series Is the "leap of faith”, when the hooded main character takes a stomach-
churning dive from the rooftops and always lands safely ina conveniently placed
haybale. That appears to be what Ubiseft's long-suffering shareholders are being
promised as the Guillemot founding family and Tencent Holdings Ltd. consider
options including a potential buyout, after an 80% share-price meltdown in five
years, But a safe exit s far from assured,

Its clear that something heroic is needed from the Guillemots, who began a
partnership with Tencent in 2018 as a way to consolidate their srlp and fend off

made if Harris prwa]]s in the election,

However, there are numerous more
unique characteristics of the 2024 race,
The manner in which Harris replaced
President Joe Biden as the Democratic
Farty's nominee is a story worthy of a
pa]ltlcalthrl]lm Ihd.enwa.slncma.ungly
trailing Ri Donald
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Union labour & employment minister Mansukh Mandaviya

‘When compared to its peers, India stands
much better today, thanks to a series of
government steps taken over the years

® CLOSE RACE
CAN TRUMP PULL OFF ONE OF THE MOST SPECTACULAR COMEBACKS OR WILL HARRIS CREATE HISTORY?

A historic US election

ATANU BISWAS

Prafessor of statistics, Indian Statistical Institute, Kelkata

debate. Whatever the situation, the
Trump-Biden debate effectively
shifted the balance of power in the
Demogcrats' favour — something that
might not have been as simple, per-
haps, if Harris had been chosen as the
Democratic nominee at the outset,
]ntemstlngly, Ha rris was up for the
in the 2020

Trump in the race between the two
elderly men. Then came the historic
June 27 Trump-Biden presidential

elel:tl.orL Hut even before the primaries,
on December 3, 2019, she pulled out of
h Afewcandi-

contenders swiftly jumped at the
chance to support her before the Demo-
cratic Natlonal Convention. That ele-
vated Harris to the status of a formida-
ble contender who might win the race
in the end. Perhaps thiswould not have
been the case if Blden's extremely dra-
matic exit had not eccurred during the
nomination process,

And then there Is Teump, who can
neverbewritten off despite having been

debate in Atlanta, inwhich Blden had an
abject performance that turned the race
upside down and ultimately led to his

impeached twice and

dates competed in the

declsion to withdraw from
tion for re-election, A few minutes into
the debate, in fact, there was a deep,
wide, and extremely aggressive panicin
the Demaocratic Party,and some within
the party started demanding for Presi-
dent Biden to withdraw from the presi-
dential campaign right then,

Though incredibly unexpected,
Biden's withdrawal was a landmark
moment in US history, As many
experts claim, the consequences of
presidential debates are generally neg-
ligible, Whatever the case, there has
never been a presidential debate in
American history that has been assig-
nificant as this one, perhaps,

But one would wonder how Biden,
arguably one of the most seasoned
politicians alive, could perform se
poorly In a prescheduled presidential

being found guiltyef 34

brief Demacratic pri- The Trump-Biden felonies, Currently,hels
maries in 2024, but Har- debate effectively facing multiple legal
riswasnot gthem.  shifted the balance of c2%es and is being
Therefore, one can ques- power to the accused of lying on

tion  what Harris'

FPolitically speaking, it's still a close
race overall. Numerous polls show that
the difference between support for
Trump and Harris Is largely within the
custornary 3 margin of ervor. Alsg,in
the US electoral college system, where
astate is won as awhaole, it makes little
difference if one leads by one or two
percentage points natlonally. Ask
Hillary Clintom; she would vouch for it,
As everyone knows, the US presiden-
tial elections are truly won or lost by a
small number of swing states, or bat-
tlegrounds, where the candidates are
separated'hyag]m]eaqoneor two per-

ints, In 2024, Py vl
Nevada ‘North Caralina , Georgla, Ari-
zona, Michigan, and Wisconsin are
suchswlnsstateL

Again, opinion pells frequently
yield inaccurate evaluations of the

1 . Pollsg d
the papular vate at any paint in the
e]ecﬂnﬁymlinl%ﬁ ;&% 1992,and
2012 Moreover, polls underestimated
Trump's support in both the 2016 and
2020 elections, Additionally, the errar

. on
chances of winning the  Democrats—something  puyaven after losing the

Demaocratic nomination
would have been in the
event of a full-fledged
primary, as there was in
2020, And what would
have been the

that might not have 2020 election, he
been as simple if

Kamala Harris had been

chosen as the nominee

retained firm control
over the Republican
Farty. It should be
remembered that he
enjoys the support of

of the opinien polls on
her chances if she had won a regular
Democratic primary?

This year, I hawevm is unique in that
nearly
Biden inthe pnmaneg Is now suppon
ing Harris, even though she was not
Included on any primary ballot. It's pos-
sible that Harris was also fortunate in
that she didn't have to undergo a party
nomination to succeed Biden, as other

almast half of the US,
regardless of the results of the Novern-
beer 5 election.

In fact, as many believe, Trump may
benefit If the electlon Is taken to court,
Currently,sixof the nine justices on the
US Supreme Court were chosen by
Republican presidents. Furthermore,
it's widely discussed in American soci-
ety how loyal judges are to the president
and the party that appointed them,

gin of 3% is stated, assuming that
the sample consists of red and blue
balls selected from an infinite popula-
tion. However, humans don't behave,
in any event, like balls. The majority of
individuals never answer surveys,
Add]tmnally, respondents may lie to
rp And
pu]]sters must make educated fuesses
about the likely voters in their sample,

During his final hours as president
in January 2021, Trump told his sup-
porters,"Sojust agnud‘hye We loveyou,
‘We will be back in some form”, perhaps
in the veln of the Frank Sinatra classic
“My Way™ Can he pul n uff ane of the
most hacks in
hlgtr.lry,m will Harris create history? The
contest is still open to anyone,

New beginnings and old complexities

ORF, Delhi

HARSH V PANT

Vice-president for studies and fareign policy,
i

President Muizzu’s India visit will likely pave the way
for more cooperation. But for all pragmatic purposes,
the Maldives will continue to balance India and China

AYEAR AFTER being elecmd [’regl.dent
of the Maldives, Moh

UthuruT‘hlIa Falhu-lsland where India
ling a maval harbour,and also con-

his first official state visit to India. From
his early days, the Muizzu administra-
tion was keen on reducing dependence
on India, diversifying relations with oth-
ers, and expanding cooperation with
China. Mulzzu alsowent on to call India

a"bully” and forlong defended his party
cadres who hurled racm remarks

against Indiaand Prime ) Maren-

predators like Vivendi SA.Alot has gone wrong since, with Ublsoft
relative to underlying eamlngs dropping to the lowest Among peers afftera recent
profit warning. S 15, flops, and th of Star
Waars Outlaws show the firm strugglingto hzep upina ‘markett whemgame devel-
opment is prohibitively expensive and the fight for customer attention ks getting
tougher. The decision to delay the next instalment of Assassin’s Creed to 2025 shows
panic seeping Into its most bankable property, which featured heavily at the Paris
Olympics alongside other soft-powericons such as LVMH SE.
A takeover or take-private would, in theory, allow Ubisoft the time and space
neededtn i v out of Its classic and cut costs; on a per-
basis, it makes a fraction of th ‘NhatmduCo.anmudTmﬁnwa
ma1ur Take-Two Interactive Software Inc. But Tencent is no ordinary bidder inan
increasingly protectionist world less \-\nlllng o Ve
through border deals, as i
Math Junotes. Tencent rival et Ease Inc.did
tobuy hvids i "\uanﬂrl’lmmthz‘rﬁa}
but ata fraction af thevalue ofa Ublsoft takeaver and with
lessvisibility.As Europe tries to narrow a tech gapwith the
US and China, Ubisoft may be viewed asastrategic player,
Annmer hurdle for shareholders being asked to place
h 15 price: W isbusi-
ness mal]y worth when so many headwinds seem to be
structural aswell as cyclical? The current market capitali-
sation of €1.8 billion (§1.9& billion) seems o serlously
undervalue Ublsoft's stable of brands: Taken together,
Assassin's Croed, Rainbow Six, The Division, and Far
than€2.5 hillion, i e But ther
afairchunk of debt too, taking the ﬁrm'scurmntenm-prlseva]ue to€3.1 billion,
Hopes forabidding war may run into the reality of a games market thatisstag-
nating and a track record of poor management at Ubdsoft, from costly delays and
wnrkplaﬂe issues to ill- advlged NFT experiments. Ubisoft's concentrated share-
1 batacle; The Guillemaot Ad about 20,5%
of netvoting rights at the end of April, with Tencent controlling 9, 2%,
As takeover speculation builds, tlve rlsklz that the Guillemats fail to close the
dibility gap after years of val The mesage In their latest state-
ment s that thelr Esfirml and"games-
as-a-service”. But considering recent pmfum\aw:e that doesn't leave much room
for error, and only racks up pressure to cut costs, Assassin's Creed Shadows faces a
tough new release date next yearwith another samural game out due around the
same time; Ubisoft's live-service e l(beﬂam could itself struggle to survive as
a new[‘aﬂqf’"‘ hase & Co.analysts,
Of course, it's not all doamn andgluum_Thm'h upside for Ubisaft ifit manages to
restructure ina changing industry that's targeting the top 1% of playerswith more
premium products, Mcknns YU Stern School of Business professor joost van Dre-

LIONEL
LAURENT

floomberg

unen. “When properly e, intedl last generations,” he says,
We's dsingamingb l-lmcnhu,ms.uc)m;xmzon
But investor haven’ d, and execution risk is high. In

the real world, a leap of faith doesn't a]ways hit the hay bale.

draModLIn this regard,thevisit aims to
infuse some fresh energy into b]lateral
relations. It has

for both countries, with the Maldives
receiving much-needed financial relief
and India maki ng further inroads into
th This h
way for I

natlions, That sald, forall pragmatic pur-
poses, the Maldives will continue tobal-
ance India and China.

When President Muizzu got elected
to power after his party's prolonged
“India Out” campaign, his administra-
tlen had hoped that China would offer

and

¥

tracted a Chinese firm to upgrade the
Kadhdhoo aleport where Indian techni-
clans ave operating a helicopter.

The reasan, apart from id,

up by Indiarolling over two treasury bills
worth $100 million. India also offered
over $29 million in loans in early 2024,
despite difficulties in the relationship.
Furthermore, with ES%oE[nd an loans

retrieve several initiatives, sectors, and
projects that Mulzzu wanted to use to
move away from India. For instance,
India will be helping the Maldives with
health cooperation, defence platforms,

leanings, was that the Maldives' econ-
army was already In a bad state. Even in
his Inltlal meetlngs, Muizzu had

yet to be di b saw
engagement with Indla as an impera-
tive, paving theway for the ongoing visit.

The visit has been mutually beneﬁ

sur capacities, information-

sharing, and hydrographic surveying,
Similarly, Indla hasexpressed interestin
developing Thilafushi port, investing in

i i 1o

clal {allywith the signi

Iestructum debts. Structural issues,
maturing debts from private creditors
and China, Muizzu's initial

of Md.l's, adapting the Cnmpmhensl\le
Economic and Maritime Security Part-
mnership vision, and India's

investment | ises, and
subsequent palitical
appointments  exacer-
bated the crisis, As of
March, the Maldives debt-

Delhi has managed
to retrieve several
initiatives, sectors,
and projects that

offer of financial assis-
tance, Directed by the

the fc gateway project, and
es(tendlngthe(‘MaterMaleCunnenlv
ry bridge. Indiawill alsonowh

sulate in Addu — the southernmost atnIJ
of the Maldives — which will be crucial
fordevelopment andstralegl.c purposes.

vislan d both
nationswillincrease polit-
ical engagements, devel-

to-GDP ratio was 110%, N opment  partnerships,
and as of September the  Muizzu wanted to capacity-building, people-
forelgn  reserves were use to move away to-peaple relations, busi-
5360 million (worth a f Indi ness engagements, and
month's  import). But Tom - digital connectivity.

desplte economic hapd. —E——— For the economically
ships and the i wooing of Maldives, India's currency

China, Beijing is hesitant to offer new
loans and slow in debt restructuring,
Today, the Maldives owes around §1.1

help fulfil their campalg‘n pmmlgeg
through funds and i In Jan-

uary,when Muizzu visited China forhis
first state visit, he signed 20 M.oUg and

ded the relat]

Bl $8& billion total debt) to China,
O the other hand, India's response
and accommodative policy like high-

glvegl:rateg:cpannemhlp.}!eahn joined
theGlobal Security Initiative and agreed
lnmvlvethefreetmdeagmemem(}‘ﬂ\]
and the Beltand Road Initiative projes

In the following weeks, he Yxned a
defenoepactandpermittedthednctms
of aspyvessel in Malé. He also let China
establish an agricultural zone on the

level engapy 5, replacing military
personnel with techniclans, increased
development assistance, and revised
export quotas, motivated Malé to
approach India again The visitof Moosa
Zameer, the then Maldivian foreign
minister, in May indicated the rethink,
The momentum was sustained with
back-to-back high-level visits, followed

HE EDITOR

Illusory growth

India‘s per capita income has seen
substantial growth, reaching $2,730in
2024, with projections of an additional
$2,000 increase over the next five
years, as announced by a Union
Minister. However, while these figures
may seem encouraging, they mask
deeper concerns such as the nation's
persistent economic inequality and
the neglect of human development
indicators. Data from the World Bank

shows that India's per capita income
rose from $711in 2005 to $1,351 by
2010, and continued to grow. Despite
these gains, India's global ranking
remains low at 134th in per capita
income, The Warld Bank's analysis
alzo highlights the long road ahead
for india to catch up with developed
nations, It estimates that at the
current growth rate, India will take
75 years to reach just a quarter of the
United States’ income level. While
India‘s leadership sims to transform

swap paf 5750 million (S 400 millionand

#30 billion) is a huge relief, On the Mal-

dives' request, India has also agreed to

n.egmlate the FTA and discuss trad ing b In
les. With Indiab

This ini !
by Mulzzu's party when ln npposltl.on
In this regard, the visit has put India-
Maldives relations on the right track,
India's timely assistance has generated
an image of being a first responderand a
reliant partner, and this will compel
Mulzzu to be more sensitive to India's
concerns and interests, thereby paving
the way for more cooperation, That said,
the Maldives will continue to exercise
agency to further its security, strategic,
and economic interests. It realises that
China has a potentlal toinvest,and their
for the Mal-

the top sources of exports to the Mal-
dives, the FTA s likely to benefit the lat-
terthe most. Furthermore, the possibil-
ity of trading in local currency with
India's credit line and the FTAwill make
trade easier and cheaper for the Mal-
dives, It will also reduce the burden of
generating and using foreign reserves.
For India, the wisit has created addi-
tional leverage. It has managed to

dives to escape a crisis, As a result,
realpolitikand agency will be at the heart
of the Maldives' forelgn policy — and as
India-China competition intensifies, it
will explore ways to maximise its bene-
fits and interests from both countries,

Co-authoved with Aditya G

ORF's Strategic Studies Programme

Instead of

tihe country into a d
economy, replicating the rapid
growth of countries like South Korea
remains a formidable task.

=—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh
Losing out on FDI
Apropos of “Foreign capital for
growth” (FE, October 7), the decline
in foreign direct investment (FOM) over
the past few years bodes il for india's
economic growth and makes the
7.2% GDP growth number

patting itself on the back, the
government must try to find out why
India is losing out on FDI despite the
many advantages, and take measures
to plug the deficiencies in attracting
foreign inflows, There is something on
the minds of foreign investors that
5 them from investing in India.

The sooner we find out, the better.

Anthony Henrigues, Maharashtra
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Complacency, factionalism in
Cong aided BJP Haryana win

b clecisbve victory of the BJP in the Haryana elections hitiing a hat-trick
ot fo the ability of the saffron party o quickly reorganise Wsell even in
the fnce of sdversity and eome up tops while that of the INDIA alliance in
thit Unbon Terrd Ilm'y of Jamman and Kashmbre anee again proves why it s
!mmmant o put ut‘ a united fight again a powerful oppanent, eapeckally an an
uneven playgrour
The BJP hiad sensed rlmmumo antl-neumbency could bring w its electoral for-
tunes as i had been in pawer for two consecutive terms, Knowing this, it dechded
w change it d!le'fmlmnml i “3' In the second tevm, There s nothing new in
this aa the party has experimented with the efficacy of this strategy n several
states and found sueosssful, Credit must be glven tw Mr Nayab Singh Saini ag chief
mninister who has wened e ables on a reenergised Congress alter the Lok Sabla
eloction, That Mr Snini was ablis w bring to rall the nan-Jat sections of the
population and make them side with his party irrespective af the serious issues
that pl.a..un thedr lves has been the |‘rw1n| that helped the BJIP const mvlcmn
The Conpgress s, over a long perlod of time, mdlheru'lrﬁmmlchln
from the jaws of victory, ru!rhp'r'u i proved to be just another examg l -
pround was perfectly prépared for sn Opposition party to have 8 good harvest
Eiven the people's disgruntemnent wm :Im\ll:ml. prty nw’J.ln usemplayment,

An in ing the governments’
the

prioe
actions which made puclm of the papulation fum
agalnst the party which included the treatment
wreatlers who hiniled from the state. Every single sur-
ey hid poinied to an unqual fied Congress victory
I the election,
However, o complacent party leadership in the
state began to play its fivourite game — that of fc-
tomalksm, The party high conimand was elther Biss-
fuLl&' ||.mrg}1tufwh&r WA ﬁmT -unﬂdlnum state even
ks not Central headguarters or wis
AAP, which have mmru;- incapable of comprehending iis poiential
ipact, It 16 time the Congredss deaderabip realissd
it politics 16 a B1x7 affikr,
An Interesting takesway from the election was the
fmpln & disenchantment with soaller La vs. such as the INLD, Jannayak Janta
Prart undnmslhenewmmnnmm’ which have practically been decimated, This,
coupled with :he fact thit the difference n vote share nﬂwm the BIP and the
Congresa is bess than one per cent, points to the Bact that Haryana has returned to
 two-party system which prevailed in the state for long roded as it had been b
#ither the Congress or 8 non-Congress Emw Also, thist thn BJP has replaced ai
other players and has firmly rooted ieself in the state’s pe
The result in Jammi and Kashmie Assenbly elnmms. thie first after the abre-
?ll.nn m‘A|1I:I¢\ Fi] ol'tl\e Constitution, has been on predicted lines, The Natlonal
sifevence and the Congress will be in o position o fem Hﬂnmmmml o the
strength of popular support in Kashmir Valley while the B ed anee
again that it has been able to perch Wsell comfortably in Jammu division, The
INDEA bl can, at least for the thme belng, feel comfortable even If the BJP can sdd
anather five members to s tally through the nomination route, effect tlvelﬁlaklm{
the pumbes needed 1o min the government to 4 in a Bmember house, That the
PO hins offered to support the NC-Congress combine i required can wasd off any
irmediate threat
o thet the peaple have spoken thelr mind, the remaining agenda for the Unbon
Territory 18 the restoration of its statehood, The Indkan State owes it o the peaple
of Jarmmu unir, and theve ks no justification in delaybng it fusther, It s
thme o led them be part of the Unlon of Indka with all the rights and privileges of
the citkzens of the republic,

India mends Maldives ties

many positive signals emanating from Maldives president Mahamed

wizzu's visit o New Delhi indicate that strabsed tles are not enly belng

1 up bt also that the relationship ks being pushed to a higher plane
with trade pact tlks on the cards,

The pp‘nd.l.‘ al lm 108 comprebensive sconomic and maritine security
nmshlp ks 0 vy 1 from the e of the Lcﬂmlwl' H!ls mr!n M lw.-a
when “Indka out anﬂ the ouster of a few meml forees who ware
Imlpllu,l‘la' msedical rescue missions were \drMu!ﬂll ] nIL‘d!muurds that he used

rhech of heart in th o the Mal dent chose in visit China flrse
afler nsmﬁm. g the presidency again and seekig a security pact s Bel)ing may be
owed to the dwindling count of tewrist dollars in the country's reasury,

Inclian tourises were bnp.lnnlrﬁvm give the holiday slands a skip on:e social
media calls for boyeotting Ml demorstrated thelr effect, That may have
forced Maldives to see the valse of pragmatism.

Bowing to geogeaphical proinibty w India with the President 'n aut of the
way fo bvite Indian tourists back o the Male \w slom of parnadise, uize has

negotinted the U-turn very well with Ermnmn m Ching and Imlp ﬁmm Irdia iy
ferms of & currency swap ufsouu mdlliom and Ila B,000 crare that will help the
Iskands keep their fore i et ns well as the placing of an ETA
an the anvil,

This 18 a win-win sltuation for the Maldives, the Indian Ocean archipelago whose
nearest lund mags 1 Indla and Sel Lanka, the latter another island natlon that saw
the benefit of Indian abd when it desperately needed friends at the tme of 18
gravest sconomic ersis,

Tl b played 118 foredpn velatlons casds well bn the matter of dealing with s
immedinte southern neighbours, making Set Lanka see the value of a helping hand
and Maldives the reality of staying close encugh to Indin wiile still being free 1o
atrilee deals with China.

Irclin Tsas nuwsed the tes back to haalth with just patience, a litle rope by way of
election rhetarks to the kaders af bath sland natbons and help with rsances with-
out the fear of falling inte & China debt trap.
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aggresalve actions even
repeatedly
wihic

up in Gaza, Lebanon;
full-scale Mideast war
may be weeks away

send o
nuluha.dlhupahdlltrandnammpunhh Ilrn]
urd.emuaclhnaand.m-emh]uhalﬂa]d
ns also designed to push the US 1o

As Israel’s offensive it e e

though Iranian leaders
stivted] thery had no interest in entering a
hthsarwan.traphw'l‘a]mnvw
war, lrn's President Masaud Peseshkian

Cong fatal flaws exposed

by Haryana shock defeat

defeat in Har

b (o hi-
ImdLn..m [N g
a walkover in
Haryana with a
third  term In
power and the status of
representing the vulnera-
bile Hindus 5 Jainmu s
well as In Kashily, has
riven the Navendra Modi-
t!lpnny the morale boost-
er it needed after the
shock af the 2024 Lok
Sabha election. In dolng
50, the [}eww hias Lo
|l|'m?amlhlu and failed in

II’lI !14. its role as the

and bikggest atake-
hnlclcr of the anti-BJP
Orpposition and s Indian
Mational Developmental
Inclusive Alliance.

As the challenger, the
Congress has not failed to
disappoint, succesding in
anatehing defeat from vie-
tory in Haryana where it
was in a straight fight
agninst the BIP, and ﬂr-
ing badly In Jammu, alse
against the BJIP, In con-
temat, o Jammu and
Kaghmir, the Natlonal
Conference, winning 42
sents in both parts Jtl:e
Unlon territory, securing
bt the cachet of the largest
alngle party, means it is
andated to vepresent the
people 8s 8 whole, It
undermines o an extent
the BJF& claims 1o be the
mrﬂmu el of Jammu,

uﬁh nat m chnmp;
alu poaf the nlis
|nl|w||5' in it nalmtleu
drive to advocate divisive
Inn’Fvlmlmn politics,

e Congress' abysmal
performance  confirms
that there are futal flaws
In s nu.nnunnnn nnd

leaderahip that, god
ward, muld e r:ﬁm
LPols  coRSeqUences i
Maharashira nml II'I
Jharkhand,

Assembly elactlons w:ll he
held soon. The seat-shar-
g discussions  that
seemid 1o lave reached
the finalisation stage n
Maharaghten between the
Congresa,  the  Sharad
Pawar-led  Natlonalist
Congresa and the Uddhay
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
will have o be renegotiat-

ed, The Congress' failure
o convert [ts 40 per cent
wiode share into a commen-
surable number of seats in
Haryana ralses questions
about s lesdership,
organksation and manage-
ment of eleetions, maore so
because the BJFE vote
share of 40 cent was
converted into its bigaest
electoral victory in the
state i its third teom,

Palitical pundits are
duty hnund o pontificate
on the need for the
Congresa o introspest,
however pointless  the
exercise may be, The issue
ks not about what others
ke of the Congreas' fall-
ure o win, even when vic-
bory was achbevable, as it
was In Haryana, It is
abaut the Congress as an
organisation and a8 the
Imatrument of its success
of s fallures, The con-
trast with the BJP is stark,

It bears repeating that in
preparing for the election
m lllJ:!}'nnn. the HIP knew
it had problems a year
ago. It took bold and risky
mrnmmsak the stang
hold of Tied lea

party by taking control
over ticket distribution
and then it ensured that
the anth-ncumbency vates
wers el by
putting up rebels and dis-
shdents s Independent
candidates, In contrast,
the Congress could not
even risk rubbing Mr
Hooda up the wrong way
by inslsting on collective
lepdership in the cam.
palgn by pooling  the
stvength of ita muliiple
lesal

[

Mot even the best politi-
il stvategisis or for that
matter, the best of charis
matle leaders, can save
the Congress from 118 own
atupldity, i it does not
want o g\-m i (s own
history of bad declsions,
By I.emm,: out in Haryana
and mevely registering its

resEcT mmm il

aghmir, the Congress
his done signifieant dam:-
age to the larger :.nunel:;‘

;mna mesns that it cannot

ush ps havd as it should
I!. pin the Navendra Modi
government  down o
making good on the pro-
miae o restore statehood
1o Jammu and Kashmir,
Thet Haryana boss has also
compromlsed Hahul
Gandhi's position as the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sablha.

It also bosdes (i} for the
fight that is necessary o
stop the Narendra Maodi
government from moving
ahead  with  the One
Nnunu nu« Eleetion agen-

da, The BJP's win, on the
contrary les it to
push ﬁn'wnnd with its
n enda of unrolling a
Uniform Civil Code, as |1.u

FOVEITIMEn s
Junrakhand and mm
Timve promised to do at the
earliest, It emboldens the
BP0 flout the Suprems
Court's orders banming
bulldozer politics as a
form of punishment on
vulnerable communities,
targeting  the  Muslim
minority. It allows the
Modi government to go
ahead with the communal-
Iy divisive  National
Hd‘ fater of (‘m!em by
“ﬁn“ an lssue in the
Jlamk nd election by
raking up fears among
tribaks of belng swam
by illegal Mualim
mhlm:ya immigrants. It
bles the Centre 1o

[
by replacing Manohar Lal
l{gmum' s chiel minister
and bringing in the rela-
tively less experienced
MNayalb S Saind, wha
WA A0 Unknown quanti-
ty. It also knew that the
Haryana party was ridden
with factiona that depleted
M capacity to fght. The
Congress thought it was
belng clever by putting all
mm ||]nnel|an|nl that

h

H.mda. tﬁ‘B hﬂttlt urd-
ened veteran, by belleving
his assurances that he
eould dn |Ism4,n. glm.l.n
hamdded, Like , thie
Congresa kmw thems Wil
debilitmting internal fights
in the Haryana unit,
ﬁ.cuasd on |\(| Hooda's
leaderahi dat-oentric
palites, P: doing Ao, the
Comgress alipnated it star
Dalit leader Kumarl Selja,
which was a blunder of
the biggest magniiude as
the results show,
The BIP also mmm-ﬁj
rebellions  within 0

ta arsure that

I
haamminﬂanﬂe

a full:
Fast? (e scenario bs that tit-for-tat actions between
Iran and [seael take place in 8 measured way while
the international cmmunity Ill'li MIWEW
confronttion between th

Emun 2 the strength of
the anti-RJP Opposition
and its  platform, the
INDLA Bloe,

Adfter the 2024 Lok Sabha
whectbons, the Congress'
failure to add o the tally of
the [NDIA bloe by win:
ning in Haryans and
doing well in Jammu amJ
o the colitive tapach
I the col Mvempn:w
of the bloe to make the
BIP  bleed  in Maha
vashira, Jharkhand, Delhi
and Bihar, where elec
thons  are due,  The
Congress by it actions
hias proved that it ks el
thier & strong challenger to
thee BIF on s own o a
dependalile partner n an
alllance with veglonal par
thes at the state bevel,

1tk are lasues criti-
cil to the kea of Indla's
dermaeracy, lts seeularism
xtmd the ‘lmmlnn nryn
vajectory of pro-poar poli
ches and overall develop-
ment. For starters, o weak-
er Congress  after its

Hiden has made it clear he will nat
Israell strike oo Iran's nuclear sites. As
tnrgeting lran's ofl facilitles, Mr Biden first sald he
Tend discussed that peasibility. But Later he clamed
e hac advised [smed io consader

tives” wnllﬂemu'lhaa.
Such an a

ur]lar remrlu Wauld

woudd have global repercuss

masaive attack by lsrael
retaliation by [ran,
dpscends inta a no-hokds barred mil
frontation, It ks posaible that urgings for ° m

k on 18 promises
1o thie farmer community
on  Minimum  Support
Prices that wis &

mental demand of the
farmers' protest, It allows
the Modi government 1o
divert attention through
the  newly  unvelled
schemes for improving
hir frm and animal hus
bandry sectora The list s
just the starters ina much
arger meni of changes
that the BJP would bie 1o
Implement o advance 18
hegemonist agenda,

A more confident Nar-
endra Modi and an aggres-
slve BIF will e o much
tougher proposition for
tlm r“MM .}:-t.:hmh
the n| s the bipgest
stakeholder, The party
his to decide IF 1t has the
appetite and the stamina
10 carry on a ne holds
barrved flghe up to the 202
Lok Sabilin elactbons,

88
senior journalist in
Koikata

LETTERS

AVOIDABLE TRAGEDY

We definitely appreciate the
sincerity of Tamil Nadu CM
M.K. Stalin’s anguish over the
death of spectators at
Marina Beach during the air
show on Sunday the 6th, but
at the same time, being a
senior leader, he should have
foreseen the tragedy. Since
the deaths were caused due
to dehydration, the state
government should have
arranged for water booths at
many points. Moreover, this
event was planned at a most
inappropriate time, when the
sun Is at its acme. Like in
2003, it should taken place
around 4 pm. The Southern
Rallways, too, goofed up by
not running more trains from
Velachery and back, as they
did during cricket matches.
Narayanan Mahadevan
Chennai

EXIT POLLS WRONG

THE CONTEST in Haryana seerms to
have gone differently from what the
exlt polls |uedn:1n:r The BJP has
maintained o simificant lesd sinee
the counting of EVMs began, and
contlnued to lead on 49 seats for the
Tt fve hours of counting. The exit
polls had Pl\mlbcmd a majnmy for the
Ca The BJP having managed
a historic third stralght win in
Haryana, it s a vindication of its
tried and wested eloctoral arithmetie,
consolidating all non-Jat votes.

r Paul
Chakdsha, West Bengal

REFORM AGRI POLICY

A BTUDY by the Reserve Bank of
Indin reveals that when the prices
aof oilons, tomatoss, and potatoes
inerense by one rupes, farmers
recelve only 38, 31, and 37 paise,
respectively, highlighting ineffi-
clencies in agricultural marketing,
The RBI has urged the gevernment
to atrengthen agricultural market-
ing, promote e-commerce, and sup.
port private markets, as riging food
prices are deiving inflation, In con-
trast, pulses like gram, moong. and
arhar glve farmers a larger share,
between @5 to T3 pailse per rupes
increase, due to lower malntenance
cogts, A similar pattern b8 seen In
the dairy sector, where conperative
organisations allow milk farmers to
earn 6570 palse per rupee increase,
These findings undevscore the need
forr better cobd chaln infrastrueture
and polley adjusiments fo ensure
falr returns for farmers,

A Kumar

Hazaribagh

rt an

“other alterna.

. Prices have
Mr Biden's

really want
rnllwkalal

with the

larael, Inlge WUSE-CABE ACRTAY
could erupt with ungredictable cansequences for

w
ttack would shake the gobal energy W'hmlh
an ol price
already started rasing au{%uhllv

N eomanmen o fice b

a]sctlnn time i the U5F Disruption n oll iup‘ﬂ
sans. Half of China's all
e, come from the Middle East,

reglon and the workd walt to see how the

Iarack-lmn cml'mnmthn will play out, lsrael his
continued its flerce millary campalgn in Gaza,
ombing schocds, refuges ca
diath ol now exe
dwagmhitdmwmd e kebledd 0 larmeld
ms, with aver 2000 1 sr
attacks, Llanedl alr strikes continue to pourd I!alrul.

llé;lmlalthuur:
non. despite

Mo condemnations ave heard from Western govern

ml Wiﬂn'

ments of lsrael's aggressive actions on muulpla

fronts.
Meanwhile, the Western media still reports these
developments from an extremely biased lens,

Az WA met by

g far restraint, He wirned of a

reansains Limibed. There (s indication mnha‘lm
underway. The rale of the US {s abwiously cruclal,
has declared 18 backing for
larnel's right to militarily respond o Tebran's
action and sadd it s ummnl sanctions againat
Lm'n President Joe Biden I8 urging Tel Aviv to
pand {n propartion’
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