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Lessons from
Paralympics

India’s record medal haul underlines the human
potential that must be facilitated by inclusion of
the differently abled insports, and other spheres

1 is hard not o be awed by the performance of
athletes at the Paralympics. Beyond the podium
finishes, this is a moment when all athletes who
participated deserve o be celebrated because
each one’s is o story of incredible resilience and
sportsmanship. They have surmounted serious
challenges to push the boundaries set by a society
that eontinues to be largely ableist by defawlt, if
not design. For Indinn para-athletes, such hurdles
have historically been worse — which is why the
record haul of 29 medals (seven gold, nine silver,
and 13 bronze) needs to be cheered fervently,
India’s 18th-place finish on the medals tally s a
testament to the government's investment in
tralning and facilitating differently abled
sportspersons, This Paralympics saw a much
higher number of Indian coaches and support staff,
and was also the first tlme that a dedicated recovery
centre to deal with injuries developed during the
sporting event was set up for the contingent, The
country's participation In the Paralympies has seen
A quantum jump in just 16 vears, From five athletes
at the Beijing Paralympics in 2008, the Indian
contingent has now grown o 84,

Themedals are a direct consequence of this
Increased participation and should push many more
persons with disabilities towards sport, This
undertines the ease for stepping up investment
further, perhaps venturing [nto sports where there is
room 1o grow Indian partielpation. The corporate
world must also piteh in, to create o robust culture of
sports and activity for the differently abled.

Thisis alsoa moment for mainstreaming this
aspect of diversity and disability inclusion outside
sports, in schools, offices, and public spaces — in
terms of nurturing the potential of persons with
disabilities and facilieating them in living a lfe of
dignity. The human spirit knows no boundaries, but
the Parnlympics serve as a timely reminder that the
rlght to play and enfoy sports is directly linked 10
other human rights, such as the right to personal
mability and to participate in cultural life. India can
o lot moce on that front. The medals are only the
stort and provide but & gimpse of what the
differently abled ean do for themsehves and the
country,

Uttarakhand must
fight intolerance

oards announcing a ban on entry of
B “non-Hindus, Rohingyn Muslims, and

hawlkers” lnro villages in Uttarakhand are not
Justa trampling of constitutional values, but also a
brazen attempt to further communal divides in the
state that hos seen such tenstons rise over the past
few years, Stray incidents, which should have been
resolved as the law-and-order issues they were,
have been given o communal colour and used to
stoke divides. The latest flare-up occurred last week
in Chamoli when an Incident involving a Muslim
miscreant led t a mob targeting the community by
ransacking Muslim-owned shops and attacking
thedr property. Last year, such unrest wis reported
in Uttarkashi over an alleged abduction involving
two neeused, a Hindu and a Muslim — both
were later acquitted by the court — with posters
threatening Muslim establishments and ghving the
community a “deadling” to leave for good,

The state police is now removing the boards and
Investigating who these put up, but the matter is
not merely an adminlstrative one, Underpinning
such Instances is an interest in normalising
interfaith polarisation and making it part of the
malnstream, This, Inwrn, lends lselfoa
polities of playing on divides In a state where a
cluteh of districts have significant minority
populations.

Preventing an escalation will e the state's
political class and its administration to resist the
easy gnins of communal strife. Instead of allowing
tensions to fester, reconciliatory mensures need to
be mounted at the earliest, beyond the removal of
the offending boards. Several fnstances, neluding
pronouncements by top smte lenders to demonise
Interfaith relationships and push for demolition of
structures assoclated with minority faiths, inspire
little confidence, But the imperative to contain
internal disharmony in a border state guickly and
comprehensively should be clear 1o all.

Narratives on the wolf
vsits life on the margins

The attacks on humans
In Uttar Pradesh are not
common behaviour and
do not represent the
Indian wolf's actual
nature. Authorities must
act swiftly to eliminate
this threat, before public
perception mrns against
all walves

he “hig, bad woll™ — orm

wak @ npoctre of § — i
B, P hrivich, o dlistrict in

Ustar Pradesh, has wit-

nessed @ spate of nikncks,
purportedly by n pack of

wolves, with ol least len persons
{mostly children) ki led and moge thn
25 Inyjured, Vinkent uman-sanimial con-
et b which wildlife and humans sre
injured o kilbed, et her delberately or
accidentally, s a common oocyrrence
across Indii Usually, barge carnivores
suich as Joopands, tgers, and bears, or
ohier willclidfe such as ¢lephones are
lpplicaed, Only rarely do wolves sid
Jachanks (often mitssabenly relermod woas
fones) make the news for attacking
poopie, thal too, mosty when they cone
it pabibes and go an & biag sproe
befare bl kiliod by brace humans
Wobvos buinting children i rarer sill
The last time sech ncidents were
epatied i UIP wios e ham 30 vears
aga The headiines were similar back
thent, Onby wheen fonss officials sac-
ceeded In ciiminating the wolves did

e trgeie boss of neman lhves sopand
the sensationalism die dovwn,

For those of us stadying wohes and
interested in their comservation, this
Ty kiMing 18 abeerant. The Dadion
resy ol B @ g e S i o the
by oty ferinied waodl. This salv-spe
cles, along with the Tihegan wolf of the
Trune-Hirmaliym region, is & ancient
iciige af wirdvies, Unfortumately, e
oy that bas somany, s
cemservaion lcons, the [ndian grey
will flisds Hitle space I the
spotight. There b o Frojea
Wl even Ehatigh i mim-
bers miay be kewer than the
tger'n, Indoid, itn favoured
habital, the savana gras:

o st B Specubatlon b ik,
and [nformation |s scarce. Soame
belheve that this could be the handi-
e o clogg wil Faybriels, with te dog
sde being more used fo dwelling
anong humans After all, dogs nlso kil
tiertsoif ehidletren anel adults scrass thi
munmtmlﬁu.r These is sclenufic
eviidero that the ancient wolf Hne e
Ao Ll B Lo chuingger dhue b byboridisa-
Aty i degs, Bt withoul comehacting
TONUA, teats cam the: a Imals sus peciod In
A meacerd Wilmgs we will Dol
Ko fior sure,

Anviher hypothisis i ial
the walves did not hive
enoaigh o et and e thene-
fare warnlng 1 ey proy.

lands of Bndllo, are noteven  Abi Tamim  Thereis litleeidence of this
consldered  conservation- Vanak Wiokves have high acapeabil-
warthy = ignominiously ey I tievses of scareity. they
labecleed an wnstedamels. = will survive ap rod emts anid

only saving grace s T, O comratrysiobe |s filled
that the woll's lifie s lved b the shad-  with earcasses of Ivestock, and goats

ows of pastormlists, skulking behind
their herds of sheep and goats. The
Inetn Mwmﬂhmdllv
g wp 10 roman tcksed version of its
story, of clesing an oNg he
all ernss. Thee herds of blackbuel and
chirkaune pre no more there, drivenout
by o’ sl of (oo arsd heabitatbon
The hewdsmon el the wil e s
ol acquaintances. The S0-odd
nomadic postornliag tribes in Indis
huvea carelully bulanced velabonalilp
with the woll Many of them will mot
v ihi woll = goat or wn, Afier oll,
it miexln o foeel, Bt onmting lonses
cin Jendl in wwilh retribnitlon — doim are
Dloched, culs are killad, and L]
enreasses of Bvestock are lakd ot
S,y hanve wothes iken sddnly

g sheepareabimdant. A resoaroeful
woll would cerminly not have o take
such prest risks children.

Al i ivod e
Sthelrs”, nor the sl

bl them oo will

wlse the difference between “our” habin asd
Dl T desdgnad lng wheve (hey "belong™  wmvein

mbely, i o ialss, dhet

otk the neccisary Sleps on U e
occksbin that violent confliel sccurs.
Al only H ipeophe Focl safe ancund the
it oo hanee o chanoe focling on
desplie our expancig footjrin
omserving Indlon wolvee bs relic
tively easy, They do not regail e ded-
cnted wildlife sameuaries or nationl
parkes, They o ot necd vast herds of
il cated peey. They di ot need to be
the cynossire of all eyes as lagships of
their beleaguered habitat, They are
Ty 10 nmplg cxist im the back-

Hwes und Bvelihoods of pastorudist,
il thie Funure of grassbarsds ure lniri-
catedy Intertwingd,

Lt tha “hhedltyoy of Rahmich” and
their Eanocent victma seive the
newded warning: Ifrwlc are not
leept it the cenire of consereption,
then our living landecapes will um
it btdefichds. And chere will onty
b [eseet o Dotk sdedes, The Fusure of
wildlife conservation in India
streiches beyond forests and our
sl protected aress. Animals do not

e e remson, this behaniour
L8 mvon conrnimsn and does nok represent
i Endion wolf's actual nature, It is,
iherefore, imperative thal suthorites
ot siwilly b elimnode (s thrat Blse,
(ilbie percuption will um pegative
Vv ks ol vy, il ineliscrindnato
Il will starteven wihiene thore i ng
confllct, Indeed, rejuirts lresly sug-
st hat fockuls uod Toxes wre belng
targeied as woell, Ensuring that sach
ennflict does not recur require dedi-
cabed and pmtermatic offoes to eon-
serve lanudsenpe species such as the
Indian wall If walf populiriang sre
weure across the braader sabeonti-

grousl. They 10 depend
ol lsgesse of ma Bﬂl ST
albe commuiites or KJI\’I.'NK 1]
stealih o carcass dumps or otside
posaliry furms. AR they noed sre socure
plices o rubse thelr pups, thelr habitat
it relenthessly converted o oter
e, il gresdor awaroiness of thelr
precariots prescace. They abio fue s
iboie perrib o thineat — lrar Uiels
domesthc cousdns, the dogg, Entire packs
of wokves have boon wipsod it due to
pathogens such o cnine distempor
virus contracied froim dogs. Connol

the ever-bugeoning populations o
free-ranging dogs In the countrysido
wil il ﬂt\lmhmﬂ.‘qil.ilﬁr

2| the difference between
"o habitat and "theirs®, por the
mlllrul Tines that duugﬁmlr when
are suppased to "belang”, They
dn?m “miray” oiiside [umssl.; They
have pdupied 1o live amonyg us. We
need bo change our conservation
el s that people wlhio bve cheek-
-] with wildlife are made part:
ey aid benellclarle b the consee
vatlon philosaphy the rest espouse.

AN T Yoesak i dfvoctor, Gonere

Jow Publcy Desigen. Ashoka Trioe

Jor Rewwiarch im By and the
Enviranmpst (ATREE), The views erprosat
arvprr el

| GRAND STRATEGY |

Why Seoul, Delhi need
more ambitious ties

o moat Indinny, South Koren bs gmon-
ymous with major brands like LG,
Samsung. Hyundud, and Kia, among
oehwers, o with K-pop and K-drama. For
Koreans. India is where they export theso i,
1 you ke them mitof the eguation, the bila-
eral relationship isa'l very exciting, may be

even a lad boring
For Dellst-Beoiil |m:m1uﬁbmmm~.
e v sides v 10 have bold |deas. What
siruck me during sy recent visit Lo South
Kowon e attend the Svoul Diglomecy Forum
o [ I ‘bllateral

lwmrls [artnrship, d:uwmnhi:‘rndmw o
un sn, This strategic el that can

consoquential than memiries of historicnl
subjugntion, Last year's Camp Duvicl sammit
betwieen Jopan, the US, and South Koro wan
Just the heginning:
South Koren is also dowdy sheding i s
tegic am bivialence, not just regarding China,
vy sbemchoend s initial huesitiation Tegant-
g Inclo- Pactfic and Quad ffor fear of gering
coight in Ikgsﬂ]‘lllllﬂl competition between
thie LS and China in the region), Seoul woday
g et vl e P o strmiesgy mnd g bt even b
n].ru o wodking with Inda-Pacilie mink-later-
5 sch s Quad, It also launched o New
St Palicy allnln; 1 ircimdlon Bt rage-
Chinu'n sphere of

st cunkl
ueMkulwl‘ Wlﬂk\mhlﬂlnlmm
cuphod, Seoul may be moving o bit o slowly,
Lots firs unlerstand Seoul’s now strabegic

Wluenace, and ergige it new actor in the
wider nolghbourhond as i1 seeks to be o
“hotal pivodal state”, This (s where Indla
Enme

comtext that ¥ g s sdom

paced relationship with India. North Korea
getting away with its nuclear weapans pro-
gramime — by woaing Donald Tramp, part-
nering with Vindimir Putin’s Russin, wnd
miasipulating Bejjing — along with Kem Jeag
Un's garbage baloors has sent akanm bells
ringing in Seoul, Morth Korean nucikear adven-
wurism pnd the internationsl communiry's
Instxluty to check this has comvinced mony
Korcan strategle thinkers that should Kim
gheash anasgack on Sood Kore, the Uil
Siates (US) mlsh‘ not come o s nid, The

The rising palitical tenaions i the
Korean peninsili, South Kores's determibng-
toe 10 camst out of Bel)ing s smateghe orbir,
anid Inglin’s growing intesest in the ndo-Fa-
cific provide an opporumity for Seoul and
Dt t eliseonver' each other's strbepic poten-
el amdd fnfuse new energy and direaion into
thedr strategle parmership. The rwo have s oy
mare in comanon than is generslly under-
stood. The two sides heve hamdly aoy dissgmee-
s, e Joes of positve sentiments gl
b cach ot andd Uere 408 many areas o

pecent Noci K it
fuis sharply in:l;hlt:md Seoul's

poterstiak rwgacra.um Bmh view China os a
lbeny Tul bt

Then, there 18 Clunn's over-incnoaslng mser-
Thvieten b B figlon, Far Sooul, this preimin
- lour-aeroke socuriy purle,

he | proadediy and
alrang economic |r|nllu.nsl|lp Mare s, the
ot that both Delhi and Seou) oday aig less
eoncerned about what Beijing will think of

This huist Barced o oflerwine
cautions South Korea W book For new purt-
ners. solutons, and arsteges b seems o
Tnaaver come wp with o maili-pronged approasch
— o efficial, some gaining maomentum
within the Korean :mrgl: community, and
athvers sl Hlumslum st of all, those 0
fns-groving niske- for-nuke narrative amomng
Sonul's simnege efite. The mone Kim's nuclor
wrsenal mistures. the ess the Enerma tonad
commnty seems oo be bk 1o keep him in
check. And the mon uncertadn the American
securiy guaraniee s beeome,
Kopean nuclesr anguiment gets, even thou
South Kires's offieia postion oontinmes o
antinucear, The second ploce of the Koran
TiEspinse to s security ditemmmea tas been o
reconetle wilh its lavmer colonbser, Japan,
[Khm"s thpeats, Ching's sgeressbor, and Amer-
fen's pamibivalen o~ many of Seouls chatlen-
gow e Japan's on well. For Sooul mday, con-

Hsdr ! pntures Rurtlier ore-
abes possibiities for the two 1o work iogether,

Ching is indovd the blggest milisary ond
ecnnonie powerin the reglon, bt & coming
fogather of Kke-minded countries i the region
has. Lﬂa:lﬂhllilllﬂ Rovdead wilth 1, or it Feast
ke Beting think twlee befoee It gets 100
ug.mﬁ ilder this: With orwithont the
US, Il resglomal States in the Inde-Pacific, such
s Avstrabia. Incia, Jopan, and South Korea,
engiage In strategic consullations, work
segetlier on regional security ssues, and col-

loexivedy sendd out the right messages, i would
wwr?au dal J'Drl:l::i'

RAINATH SINGH
<
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thbou
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‘Shashi Shekhar

Hurdles in India’s efforts
to drive world diplomacy

usstan president Viadimir Piin hns
rmade an important statement. “We
pespect our friends und parnees, wha,
1 believe, sincerely seek o resolve all
Issues surrounding this tml‘licl primarily
China, Branl and Indis.” he said Russisn
Di it Peskon wient & step further
wened clabrmed that Frime Minkster (FM) Naren-
dhrsa Mloadd cion pay . plvotal mk‘lrl facilitning
talls berween (e i sides.

I iyt e ordinary schlevement,

This [ the same Moscow thi in 1571 had
witlcroemiend nadhe Gsnelll, Chee Bhosn PO of ndis,
when she wenl seokiig Russia’s bolp afer
being humiliated by US president Richand
Nisoi, Lisareicd Direh ey wiss et he hiead of
Soviel Unbon The friendship forged then his
warvivnd the test of tne.

From the time Modi rose to power fin 2014,

s LT kenin el h
Helt thai she conilict would |pm1d Ionmdr

e hanve P

N T ancd s nesfghibours e dockend in
o chemelly war, leading (o wnother Iical
crisis. The US, her allies and aff thedr mighe
Metvern Doy albles B stop the war.

Wet anre In the age of declining LS power,

I this chaoeic world, China wants 1o
Increase ity influence. lis leader Xi Jinping
it oo ke Chibi the ghobal leader roplc
g the U5, Mlis nbitbons praped hirm io Rl
hobal Plare-ugs Himsbeac of betiglog them boean

nd
Inckin's rolbe in brokering posce hay s

Jormar. exper i geopsltion and ceonomicy,
writer anal spialer Kishore Mahbabanl sy
the work] bs spivadling o of control and it

e b raache extorsive o Trwliar's

e e e rging el onder, Froen Augus

21t Seprtember 5, e PM wavelbal o l'olun-d

Ukcraine, Brund and Singapore. Daring this

periad, foregn minister 5 Jaishanbar visited

Ihl:\il!:hnm\dl(uwt The South Bock &

for Moxdl's g

o Russstayand the LS over the et few wishs,
e T e L
I Thee S latest

wenwiardds Clineseaggiessian,

Coming back 10 Dethi-Seoul redatians, the
ressetring of the Seoub-Delki relationship nust
have at benat four parts A and stroc
tuired poliios engagement, upgrsding e
relationship from the cument jolnt oommis-
sl Ind e 22 Torrmat, defonce co-produc

il d

Temporary iy s are [ar more

WITH OR WITHOU'T THE
IF REGIONAL ‘sI'\lI IN |1||
NDO-PACIFIC WORK

TOGETHER ON H[(.I()'\".l
SECURITY 1551
WOULD W ‘Ilh

third-country rmarkets, and
ot lmnurtnnlL! njmn!lnllln Sk Koren
Indtive on Critical and Emnenging Technobo-
E‘L:‘UCFI‘I 10 ﬂ:v one between New Delhi

nities doepen (heir crgagemient, a wuch of pop
cultuire can further enhance mistial under-
standing. So. when South Korean deplormes in
India recreate Nomu Nt it's only Biting
thot Inellans give Gangromos Soviea shot.

Hagpyenon haoats foache badia's fovegn pcy o
AN, i it fioeneer e ive Cownl for Serat::
bt Befenor Reseurch, The views expeesmed
are pernmal

m{uﬂuwmnuwdhh
el hiks B e ol reserves and part of 0s
shoses He b e Soath Ching Sen, whene China
has nggresdve ambitions, Ching wanis 1o
strursgari Beusel wied get concessions on ol

5 4 oouir Tracdia il i kel [
Moddi o re-cstablish order, Mahbubani rdes
Modi as the third most inleential leader afer
the presidendts of the LS and China and ovin

ht Brricaiin should refinquisiils seat

¢ U Security Councl bor Indla

Hut Mt s Facing beadwinds within the
wouintry. The PM's grond welcome in Brunel
il 11 Rilbingg ol a vourg man in Fandabd
Derggend moechia headiimes in el messiene. Cow
sl D stuot e v man dead sus
pecting tem to be a carthe soageler, Whi ane
Ahiso cov vigllames P Whiohas ghven them the
gl to kill bn ihe name of proteeting cows?
'\ﬁ’huuillrdn un:u ln!!‘tqf.lndlr those kel

o the smad] nation. This is e 1o
the Sailian of Brunel, Hassanal ToBloh. Soen
frum this perspecenve, Modi's presence in lo.
med ansvemes tremendous significanee, Like
Chima, bl oeds ol and like Trune, It his
facing problens from China for decades.
Singapare, in its turmn, hes heen our ald aly
wud its swunmlu OIEES STRCIS Young
enberprising Ind

Atk
responsh
Hlilylitl:hhulh-nwnv nre aggravaling it
Tt who ook oath on the Constinion ane
linciting jeople using Banglodesh o o scajpe
goud, s pol a sirgiviie that ey thought ful
fnmlnmlmuw unhapgy that chedr counmry’s
4 bedng tprnished 10 funher infernal
mﬁrmlnlm Such nmdlmimmu T
work even larder as thiy

oy rode in ﬁmn and i e changing global
s-nsnnrh IMM—Smanpm relarions pevded

\mrk ummly o bulld o positive image rw
India wldmnwrlw md Inbegrity.

5 hedp we

il our drum of turming Indls o s
n:nllmndw:mr hiab, The current seenaria
:wﬁhw nkinble diploviacy,
Ty A new global challenge has coerged
et b st el i et Flissla

Arc I the business ol hate
listening? The couniry, wlt.ll e bl drearns,
expocts thens e Dbehive responsibly,

Shatshi’ Shaksar i edimor-tpciiie, Dinsasn The
viewis expreived ae persaial

KL NS Rteg. Ne. DLIND

VT o A

ot ) et 4 413 (54 et 1 b
mm'“ Atz @ PR (DVS bl 11

ULLAS AL 06 A SomCumar: fsur ey gl g ol bl Lombice Ui Lt i s shoa, s i ialdapnan |

e i, D1 G

Wagar (109). P2l Thm

mada and beryare iy e lor ol - 101
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Mahmudabad & Musharraf’s family land: ‘enemy property’ in India

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
WEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 8

A PARCEL of land in western UP that be-
longed ta the Family of former Pakistan
Presichent Pervee Musharraf is upfor sale un-
der The Enerny Property Act, 1968, Ina no-
tice erccted at the plot, the Union Home
Ministry has said that the “enemy property™
afaround 13 bighas of land in Kotana Bangar
willage in Baghpat district is open for e-auc-
tion until Septermber 12 midnight.

What is enemy property?

The Defence of India Act, 1962 defines an
onemy as “any person or country commit-
ting external agpression against india”, any
country that is “assisting the country com-
mitting such aggression”, as well as any per-
st whn belongs to either country.

Under Section 29 of the Act, the Ccntm or

opmnolls. o Iur mamr.unmg supplies .md

The requisitioning can be done only l'ur
the pertod tequired for sy of these purposes,
unless the government legally acguires the
property in return for compensation
(Sections 36Gand 37).

At the time of the 1965 and 1971 wars,
some people moved to Pakistan from India,
Under the Defence of India Act, 1962, the
Covernment of India toak over the properties
and companies of these who ook Pakistani
nationality, and vested them with the
Custodian of Enemy Property for India. The
same was done for property lelt behind by
thise who went to China after the 1962 Sino-

Inian War,
‘The Tashkent Dcclar.itmn of 1966, said
Inchia and Pk ol to dliscuss the

provided for the contimuos vesting of enemy
property in the Custodian of Enermy Property
Fire i, a department under the Ministry of
Horne Adfairs,

This property attains 2 unlque stat s, a8 it
cannot be transferred by the original own-
erswho have beendeemed an “eneny”, “en-
ey subject” or “enemy firm™ under the
Defence of India Act. The Custodian has the
power i transier the property,
enterinto contracts over iks use,
and collect rent from any per-
son oooupying it

In respanse to the sale of

by Pakistan in 1971,
tn:ll of all enemy property under the Enermy
Property Act and the 1971 Rules, In 2017,
I"arimmrnl passed The Enemy Property

-

returh of the prnpcrtynnd assets taken over
by either side in connection with the con-
fliet" But th disposed

and Vialidlatian Bill, 2016, which
amundrd the 1968 Act and The Public
Premises (Eviction of Unauthorised
Oecupants} Act, 171,

statesean anyir prop-
ertyforthe purpose of “scuring the defenceof
India, civil defence, public safety, maintenance
of public order orefficient uﬂulmillt.lry

PRESVU: EYEDROPS

wf all such prop in that country in 1971

How didl India deal with enery property?
The Enemy Property Act, enacted in 1968,

WHICH ‘REDUCE

DEPENDENCY ON READING GLASSES'

ANONNADUTT
MEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER B

MUMBAI-BASED Entnd Mharmaceuticals
has announced that the Drug Controller
General of India { DOGI) = the country's
apex drug regulator — has approved its
new eye drop, which has been “specifi-
cally developed to reduce dependency
on reading glasses for individuals af-
fected by preshyopia.”

According to the company, the eyve
drop PresWuis the first of its kind in India,
and that Entad has “applied for a patent:
for this imvention in teems of its formuila-
tiom and the process”,

Pres\iu is a pharmaceutical

Whiat is presbyopia? listervention for presbyopia, also
Prestynjia is an age-related condition
inwhich the eyes gradually bose the abil-

ity b fiocus on nearby nbjects, People usu-

corrected ushig glasses or LASIK
SUCEeTY. X conyTitadii

aly start to deve lop presbyopiaat amound

the age of 40. According to doctors, spec-
tackes are one of the most effectie ways
to manage the condition.

How does PresVu work?
The active ingredient — rht‘mlcnl
wdicines
h:l:: on the body — in PresVu is pi Io—
carping, The compound con-
tracts the iris mascles, which
control the size of the papil
and help huinans see things
clealy, thereby enabling tne's
eyesto focus better on neartry
objects, according to Entod
Pharmaceuticals.

The company also said
that Presvu uses "advanced dynamic
buiffer technology” — essentially, a base
solution — to adapt to the pH level (a
scale used to measure how acidic or ba-
sic asubstance is) of tears, This ensures
that the eye drop has “consistent effi-
cacy and safety for extended use, keep-
ing in mind that such drops will be used
for years at a streteh”.

PresViu is a prescription-only medi-
cine and, according to doctors, its impact
1% wnlikely to last beyond four to six
hours. It should not be used by people

IN FacT

who have inflammation of the iris.
Regular use of Presu may lead toitch-
ing and redness, cyebrow pain, and
muscle spasms in the eyes.

Is this a novel the

Although Entod's claims malae it seerm
that PresVu is a new thesapy, pilocarpine,
the main compound used in
the eye drop, has been avail-
able in Incia for decades now.

Speaking to The Indian
Expreess, Dr Mahipal Sachdeva,
chairman of Centre for Sight,
achain of eye hospitals and
clindes in Inchia, said, “While
pilocarpine has beeninwse as
the first line therapy for cataract, its prop-
erty of temporarily improving the depth
of focus is something that has been
Kot for cquite some time The drug has
been tried for preshyopia in other coun-
tries as well”.

The United States Food and Drug
Administration approved a pilocarpine
eye drop for presbyopia in 2021,

In India. the government decides on
the ceiling price of pilocarpine in 4% and
2% concentrations. PresVi has pile-
carpine in 1.25% concentration,
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The new law expanded the definitions of
“enemy subsject” and “enermy firm™ tOII'II:|LIE|E
the legal heir and successor of the "enemy™
evenif they were dtizens ofindia or amy coun-

EXPERT |

EXPLAINS ,“ a0

C RAJA MOHAN

ASTHE use af artificial intellience {Al) by the
warkls militanies grows, the political effost to
regulate theway the revelutionary technokogy
I aesed in warfare is growing too, B thrnru;u—
ing warsin Ukraine and Gaza aree as
“Allabs™ forwartare, there lsabo a diplomatic
jpush o establish at least some general noms
anhovy tolimit the dangessof its militany use.

India, which has been actively engaged

EXPLAINED

i

try thatis not {legal heirs
citiens of Endia were initially exchaded from
the definition); and the succeeding firmof an
vy e, respectiveof the nationality of its
mermbers ar partriers.

The amended law provided that enemy
property would continue to vest in the
Custodian even if the enemy, enemy subject
ar enerry firm ceased to be an enermy due to
death, extinction, winding upof
Inesiness or change of national-
ity or i the legal heir wasa citi-
zenalldiaoracitizenofacmm-
try which was not an encry.

The Custocian can, with the Centre’s ap-
proval, dispose of enermy properties, and the
povernment may issue directions to the
Custolian for this purpose.

"
Wh ught

The Statertient of Objects and Reasons in
thie Bl saidl: “OF Late, there have been various
judgments by various courts that have ad-
versely affected the powers of the Custodian
and the Government of India as provided un-
der the Eneriy Property Act, 1968, In view of

such i ion by variows courts, the
Custodian isfinding it difficult to astain hisac-
tions under the Enemy Property Act, 19687
Orie imajor judgment that the amendment
sought to et was passed in the cise of the
estate of the erstwhile Ra)a u}\hhmudalad

mur, averal
Hazratganj{ Lucknow ], Sitagur, and Nainital,

What was the Mahmsdabad case’

The Raja left India in 1957 il‘ld took
Pakistani citizenship; his wife and son
Moharnmed Amic Moharmmad Khan, how-
ever, stayed on as Indian citizens. Under the
1968 Act, the Raja's estate was declared enemy
property. After the Rqa diecl, his son staked
dlaim tothese

On Octobier 21, 2005, dmammlm-
tle, the Supreme Court rubed in favour of the
Mahmidabad beir. The court held that cemiee-
ship af the property does not vest with the
Custodian, whio only takes it over for the pur-
[ratcd L, contml enik,
Bt hedd that the Raja's son, as an Indian citizen,
was enfitied to the entire property, which
ol then cease to be enemy property,

SV ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE |

Use of Al in warfare

Aglobal summit on the responsible use of Alin the military domain begins in Seoul today, with focus on
shaping global norms. India has so far been in ‘watch-and-wait’ mode in this critical global debate

Adamaged huildinganeran Israeli

Al in wars, from detection to strikes
GAZA

UKRAINE

with thei and safe use
of Alin the civilian domain, has stood apart
From the emerging global debate an Al in
military use. But as new global frameworks
For ‘Al arms control’ begin to emerge, Delhi
must shape the process rather than stay
away fromit.

REAIM, beyond LAWS

The summ It on Responsible Lse nF

tretril Khan ¥ azaon

Dwe. 1, 2023, The New Yurk Times

The lseael Defense Forces(IDF)
allegedly used Al-based programmes
“Lavender” and “The Gospel” to
detect and strike suspected
operatives of the militant group
Hamas. A n:pml I'mm Isracl -based

Artifici, einthe Military

| REAIMY, beginning in Seaul. South Korea, o
Monday is part of the new global diplomacy
toshape global norms on the military appli-
cations of AL The summit is being co-hosted

72

Local Cafl said lhl! IDF officers often
acted as *rubber stamps™ in
wreenlighting striles. The IDF denied
such capabilities, saying the system

Members of Ukraine's Army test.a
Vampire dronein D kon May
5, 20024, Thes New Yiork Times

A Rewters report said Ukraine was
developing Al drones, including
visual systems that can help identify
targets and I‘hldmrtsintudmm_

More ¢ enahling

The verdict opened the floodgates fr other
pk:ﬁln wlud!grnulnrerpuipurmd relatives

duu:d deeds of il elaiming they were the
rghtfiil swhers of enery properties.

O fuily 2, 2000, the UPA govemmient prome-
ulggsted an Ordinance that restrained courts
from ordering the govermment to divest en-
ey properties from the Cusodian. The 2005
SCorderwas thus rendered ineffoctive. and the
Custodian again took over the Raja's proper-
ties. A Bill waas introduced in Lok Sabha on July
22,2010, buit it consdd not be passed during the
term of the 15th Lok Sabha, and lapsed.

O January 7, ZEHE The Enermy Property
[y Ordinance, 2016,
waas promulgated, which was then replaced
by the Bill that becarme kawin 2017, In February
2017, the Supremie Court refizsed to interfere
with the Oredinance.

Ot Fehiiary 22, 2024,a Bench of Justices
By aand Lljial B

Lucknow Municipal Corporation to collect
property taxan properties owned by the Raia
ofMahmudabad, which were vested with the
Custodian under the Enermy Property A,

el I'miim‘l itin NwrmhchDZ!. In2020,
dr e
| v use of Ally its armed orer
Thells alwmnagcd fts NATO allies to
atdopt similar norms, NATO's 2021 strategy
dentified six principles for the responsible
military use of Al and unwveiled a setof guide-
lines for its forces in July. The objective is to
“aceelerate” the use of Al systems for military
gains in a"safe and responsible™ mannet:
Simply put. we are going ko see mone Al in
watfare than bess; that comparts with the
historic trend that all new technlogies will
evenstually find military applications. Al is no
exception. The US is also conducting a hilat-
eral dialogue with Ching on the subject, o5
pecally on limiting its possible implications
for nuclear deterrence,

The world, India, and China

The US introduced a resolution on the re-
sponsible use of Al at the UNGA carlier this
year, co-sponsared by 123 countries and
atdopted by consensus. The REAIM processis
almrd at a more gmnular d:smsslon and
buailel devel-

aerial vehicles o operate in
interconnected " swarms” are also
under el i

then ayed

nmmi.The LIS 15 also reaching

ot to countries in the Global South to win
thir suppaort for the new Al initiative.

Onits part, Delhi has been in a ‘watch-

in.a swarm, veith minimal human
mobe. Al-enabied drones are already

by Kerya, the Netherlands, Singapore, and wis "shhpiyada.u.hasr_luuu!s— bﬂl\gnu:i to _m‘g_u(!nllitaryfadl'lh:s
the United Kingdom. Various & S0Lr d Russia,
tech

d-wait” mode. It is examining bssues of
substance and their long-term significance
as it observes but holds back from full in-
votvement, India had not endorsed the "call
I\:lm:bon " s by The Hague sumimit and
seenif it supportsa blueprnt

and civil socicty members will participate.
This is the second iteration of the sum-
rmit; the first took place in February 2023 in
The Hague. Lintil recently, the debate on mil-
itary Al had been focused on autonomeous
wapans, the so-called 'killer robots The fear
that the conchuct of warfare would be taken

From The Hague to Seoul

The REAIM process widened the debate
beyond killer robots’ to a broader ramge of
issues by recogriising that Al systems are
finding ever greater application in warfare,
While Al has long bieen used by Ira:hrug ml-

i by commjuters aned al gy mener-
ated calls for control Keeping humansinthe
decision-making lnopon the use of foece has
been a major ohjective of this discourse,

The issues | lethal

Itatbes for ety
tical planning its use in |Mr|]|ym.sum‘1l-
lance, and battiefield reconnaissance has
!lgnihmmly ctpandcd of late,

Major mili the capacity of Al to

wieapon systems (LAWS) have been dis-
cussed within a group of governmental ex-
perts since 2019 at the United Nations in
Geneva, Last December, the United Mations
General Assemibly took up for the first time
the gquestion of LAWS, and called on the
Secretary General to gather the views of
member states on addressing the ethical, e
pal, and operational challenges. The report is
expected to be presented at the LINGA ses-
sion later this month.

trans formithe collection, synthesis, and analy-
sisof vastarmoumts of data from the batteficld
s usefisl in raising situational awaneness, in-
creasing the time available for decision-mak-
= 2 i

geting. limiting civilian casualties, and

their I.l!q:lic.ltlum are among the issues now
The

lurgh:bal Al action, expected to be unveiled
i Korea, Delhi, however, can't afford o re-

the

ty-stancler in this profoundly

Hague summit called for connmlmg dia-
Togue, and the second summit hopes to cod-
ify a consensus measure, The summit’s
three-fold ebjective is tounderstand the im-
plications of militaiy Al on global peace and
sECUITLY, Empleme ne new norms on its wee,
and devebop ideas on long-term

conseqguential ghobal debate,

Beijing, in contrast, |us been mh: lun:—
frontof
conarse, [ts military analym talk about the
rale of Al in “intelligised warfare®, ln 2021,
China issued a White Paper outlining its ap-
proach on Lating Al in military. 1t also

emance of Alin the militany domain.

Focus on responsible use

Motabaly, the REAIM process has moved
awvay from the dea that the Al revolhation in
mifitary affairs can be reversed and abul-
ished, Instead, it is calling for ™

supported the “call twaction” at The Hague,
India’s bitter experience with nucdear
arms control, where palitical indecisheness
and idealogical hesitations cost the nation
dearly, isa reminder that it is easier toshape
the global normative architecture in the de-
thanct Itafter the new rubes

use”, The IE.'\!Mprucl:ssls one of the many

increasing the tempo of warfare. i Critics
hiawve warned that these presumed attractions
might be ilbusory and dangerous,

The profiferation of the so-called Al deci-
sion-making support systems (Al-D5S) and

Enitiatives on Al —na-
tmal, bilateral, plunlnhcral anc multilaberal,
O the last day of The Hagoe summit, the

are established.
{The writer & o visiting research profssor
at the sttt of South Asian Sudies,
Metiommal Uiniversity of Singopor, ond o

United States issued a potiti-
cal declaration on the responsible usrd’M

Jor The dnclion Express)

India generates highest plastic poIIution inworld: what anew study found

ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBERB

INGIA CONTRIBLITES toa fifth of global plas-
tie poliution, astucly publshed in the jour-
nial Nerture kast weel found.

Inedia burns roughly 5.8 million tones
(mt) of plastic each year, and mluasr_a an-

fifth of this waste — 52,1 mit — is “ernitted"
inko the envirodiment, un
The authors define “managed” waste as

South divide wheniit cor poliu-
tienn. "0 an absobute hasis we find that plas—
tiewasteermissions are highest across coun-

what is collected by bodies, and
either recycled or sent to a landfill, Most
plastic waste meets the latter fate.

“Ln ""wasn:uuﬂmt ds up
the eiwlron 15— polliting
every tnceivabie place on Earth from th:

1l the

other 3.5 mt of plastics into th

(land, air, water] as debrs. Comulatively,
Inctia contribwtes b 9.3 mi of plastic polhe-
tianin the word annually, significanthy more
than the countries next in this st — Nigeria
(45 mi). Indonesia (3.4 mt) and China (28
mit}— and exceeding previous estimates.

Problem of ‘unmanaged’ waste

The study, carried out by University of
Leeds researchers joshua W Cottom, Ed
Cook. and Costas A Velis, estimated that
around 251 mt of plastic waste is produced
every year, enoughto fill upoughly 200,000
Olympic staed swimming poots Roughly a

Marizna Trenchiin the Pacific Ovean —asare-
sult of plastic burming i open, uncontmlled
fires. The latter genermtes line particulates and
foweie gases like carbon monoxide which have
been linked to heart disease, respiratony dis-
orders, cancer, and nevrological problems

OF the unmanaged waste, mughly 43%
or 22.2 mt is the form of unbumed debris
and the rest, some 209 mit, is barnt either in
dumpsites or locally.

North-South divide

Atrend that the stucy identified was
there is a notable Glohal North and Eluh.ﬂ

triesd Asia, Sub-Sah Al

and South-castern Asia,” the study said,
In fact, appmximately 69%

{or 35.7 mt per year) of the

world's plastic pollution comes

from 20 nations, noae of which

are High Income Countries

I i -Saharan Africa, where
uncentrolled debris comprised a larger
share of the pollution pie) unlike in the
Global North, where plastic pollution pro-

i " + Y

for the wery first legally binding international
treaty an plastics pallution are ongeing. In
2022, the UN Environmental Assembly
agn:!:drndmhpzk‘h Atraty — whld:u—

This, the researchers say, isshm-
ply a symptom of inadequate
or complétely absent waste
management systemes, and a
lackof public infrastructure for

[those with ag_mssn.m'unnlh- the same,

SRR | paPER | esans
Bank), This is despite these CLIP Ghotsal South, ., [or] praise our-
HICs — which are all in the so- selves about what we doin thee

called Global Morth — having
higher plastic waste generation
rates than countries in the
South. Mot asingle HICis “ranked inthe top
90 polluters, because most have 1005 col-
lection coverage and controlled disposal”
the study said,

Open humll\g is thl: [m:dmiﬂnmt form

of plastic

NEW T

Global Morth in any way,” ro-
searcher Costas Velis told The
Associnted Press, adding that
poopde's ability to dispose of waste depends
largelyan their government's power to pro-
vidle the nocessary services.

Criticism of the research

LARCH

ymight bether

pes
ronmental accord since the Paris Agreement

alinear, direct relationship between in-

creasing plastic production and plastic pal-

lution — meaning a 1% increase in produc-

tion resulted in a 1% release in pollution.

(Win Cowger et al, “Global producer re-

smlulhlllly for plastic pollution”, 2024),
Critics.

on climate change in 2005 — by the end of
H2A. However, sonsefisus an whatitshould
t!m‘allI'hml:m:\hmllI\'.ltrllw:kg;I

On one hand are fossil-fuel producing
countries and industry groups, who view
plastics pollution as a “waste management
problem”, and want o focus an that instead
af curbing production. On the ather hand

recent research plays into the phstu: beirig
a wmnunqy:n'tmlpmﬂm narrative.
It (; OCUs oF t

and saying. hey now all we need to do is
manage the waste better,” Neil Tangr, sen-
ior director of science and policy at GAIA, &
ghobal network of advocacy organisations

: o +

are countries in the B Union and
Adrica, who want to phase out single-use
plastics and introduce production curbs.
“This "High Ambition Coalition” says that
simply "managing” plastic waste to the
paintwhere there s no palhution at allis -
possible, given the scale of plastic waste
weneration, and the economics and com-

The stucly comes as treaty

fesiac]

plulty af ru:)tlinp Astudy published in
Agril

waorking
Justice initiatives, told The AP, "It's neces-
sary but it's not the whobe story.”

Notably, plastics industry groups have
praised the sudy, “This study underscores
that uncollected and unmanaged plastic
waste is the largest contributor to plastic
pollution,”Chris Jahr, the council secretary
of the International Council of Chemical
Associations said in a staterment.



Applying
thought to
picking
right policy

COVERNOTE
K. Mitya Kalyani

Easy as one would like ro make it for
readers, choosing the right insurance
pelbey takes application of the mind,
“The customers mind.

There Is no escapling that it health
policy X has u set of offerings, it may
ar may not imply the same it or value
for any two persons. As | promised in
the preceding instalment of
CoverMote and have written
extersively abotit in various earlier
instalments, you can make it simple
arvd smooth and do so by yourself,

Too many variables

Phcking up on one of the points in the
end/ former colleague’s long rant on
health insurance (discussed earlier),
“poso many variables was a major
problem’.

Toso miany varkables and too many
varkints is a self-defeating sivuation
because oo many choices means no
chobees. One wishes the regiilator of
the selfregulatory organisations of the
insurance industry would recognise
andd streambin it as was done with
mutual fund offerings.

But, back to how 1o choose an
insurance policy. 1t is an elaborate
process ind let us do it justice, Here s
aoolkit, revisited and revised!

Let us say you are buying healih
insurance, To be specific,
hospitalisation insurance. Today, you
can buy one from any general
insurance company, life insurance
companies apparently will be allowed
tor el these policies in the futare,

This policy, introduced In the
198485 timeframe, when only the
foir puibille sector general nsirance
companies existed, was brand named
Medickiim., Now, there are several
dozen general insurance companies
each otfering this category with
wvocathve brand names but
“Meliclaim’ has come 10 be used
generically for this category,

Arogya Sanjeevani Policy

T start thee process of choosing, 1
strongly recomménd you pick an
INSURINCe COMPAIY, ANy Company.
Liet"s say ABLC Gemeral Instirance
Company Ltdl. On its website you will
find detalls of various health policies
and what you need to pick is the one
mamed ‘Arogya Sanjeevani Policy, ABC
General Insurance Company Lid!

Mandatory offering

This Is a standardised policy devised
by the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of Tndia
(IRDAD and has to be offered
mandatorily by every Indian general
lnsurinee company. It las o set ol
coverages, terms and conditions and
even the name is standardised as
Arogya Sanjeevant Policy, followed by
the company name.

Mease study this policy well as it ks
the template you will use 1w decide
what policy you fimally want to buy.
Wit ddoes o look for Ina policy?
The ensuing instalment of CoverNote
will elaborate on that,

Premium calculator
But here 1 some interesting
homework for you, one which you
will finvel Wummslmiting. Look for a
premitim caleulator or premium rate
chaurt on the website and make a note
of the premium for your cholee of
Sum Insured and vour age-band,
Now, do the same exercise for two
e o panies.,

Disparate pricing
Youwill find a range of rtes for the
same prosduct! This ks because
insurers are free 1o set thelr premium
rate for this policy and this would well
e your first glimpse of how disparate
pricing is and ponder on reasons why.
I you can come up with an
explanation or justification, do share
it i s emmail with the Moneywise
neamn and we will try to discuss i,
(The writer Is a business jowrnalist
specialising in insurance & corporate
history)

Send querbes o personal finance and
imvesting b the monsywed thehings go.in
1D, Our experts i personal financo will
rospond 1o select queries, but will not ghve
specilic recemmaendations for investmant
i v particular mutual kind, share or lxed
depoit

-

MONEYWISE
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u.m on wallet: Chasen wisely, the cards can help flt\‘hluli trarvellers save considerably on expenditune GETTY IMAGERTSIOCR

How to decide which travel
credit card is best for you

EASE OF TRAVEL
Bohit Ghbilsbar
ravel — eredit yyeqborsdiip o brand

wards can be an
excellent option
for foequent tra-
wellers. With beneits like
complimentary flight tick-
ets, alr miles, lounge ac-
cess, direct discount on
travel booking, ete., card:
holders can save a shgnif-
cant amount and, a the
same time, make trips
mare convenient,
To find the best travel
eredit card for your needs,
here are a few things to

Tosyalty progrmimes and
discount gecelerated

rewards on
Booking via plaforms

line or hotel loyalty points.

Premium  all-rounder
cards with a high reward
Falle ACTOSS CALCROTIes can
also help high-spenders ac-
cumulate  substantial e
ward points and redeem
them for free Might tickets

take into account. or hotel stay vouchers.

If youi prefer to fly with a
Cobranded, general specific carrier or make
Most travel eredit cards  bookings vl a particular
with substantial value-back  poral, gerting @ eo-brand-

options are generally co-
branded with popular aie-
lines such as Vistara, Ajr
Enls, IndliGo or travel por-

e card could provide you
better savings. On the oth-
er hand, general travel
cards would sult those who

tals like EnseMyTrip, Yatra  do not have brand inclina:
and Ixigo. The cards often tions when it comes to tra-
come with complimentary — vel, instead prioritise sav.
memberships  © brand  Ings over brand loyalty,
loyalty programmes and

discount or accelerated re- Core value-back

wards on making travel  Most travel cards also
bookings through the asso- come with generous wel:

clated platforms. Usually,
the polnts earned on such
cirds e redeemable only
on the pariner platforms,
thas limibting the fexibiliny.

On the other hand,
brand-agnostic cards such
as Axis Mlas and Amerlean
Express Platinum  Travel
Credie Card, offer aceeber:
ated rewird polits o ale
milles on cand spends.

The acorued rewards
can later be redeemed
against varlous options, in-
cluding conversion to aie-

Personal Loans

come ar milestone benefis
wherein you could avail
substantial value-back on
reaching a quarterly or
vearly spend  threshold,
For example, Cluls Vistara
TDFG FIRST Credit Card off
ers | e i

he right card needs in-depth analysis of avel needs, preferred form of value
understanding how rewards programme works, how efficiently vou can maximise benel

Terand-agnostic cards
suchas Axds Adlas ol
Amertean Express

Mt Travel Credic
Card offer aceeleraned
rewanrd podnis or air

miibes oncard spends

availalle redemption op-
tons, You should also
check if it would be feasi-
ble for to reach the spend
millestaniss 1o avall addi-
tional bemefits. In case of
Club Vistara IDFC FIRST
Credit Card, you would be
able o maximise the miles-
tone beneht i you can
spend 12 lakh in a year.

Additional benefits
Mot cards also provide ad-
ditional benefits such as
complimentary  alrport
lounge access, complimen-
tary miembership to airline
or  hotel  Joyalty  pro-
prammes, travel  insu-
rance, low or no forex
mark-up fee, ete, Though
the leatures shoubd not be
the only deciding factor for
card selection, they should
saill be taken fnto consider:
ation to understand how
beneficlal the card could
be rn travel needs,
or Instance, Il you tra-
wl |||u|t|.plL e i a year,
unniﬂum.nl.try Tonmge ac-

[t ¥ I![E'
miwm economy teket each
on reaching yearly spends
of 2.5 lakh, ¥3 Lakh, 4.5
Lakh, 9 lakh and 712 lakh.

While comparing travel
credit cards, it is importam
tor check the reward rate,
risdermption value and the

Fates and Chaspes Lown smour 4 Likhy Lesan amaeed 1 Lk
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Il b cpuite a valiua-
bl feature for you, Similar«
Iy, i you frequently travel
abroad, a card with inter-
national lounge access or
low forex markup fee
couldd be beneficial for you.

Most eredit card fea-
ek come with a st of éx-
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s el

clusions  and  associaed
perms and conditons.

Read fine print
Discount an ight tickets
could come with @ maxi-
miim eapping, lounge ac
coss could  come  with
spendbased  eligibility,
ilkght vouichiers couild be re-
deemable only for select
Journeys.  Hence, when
ehoosing a cand, it s im-
portant to read the fine
et to understand if ap-
plicable terms and condi-
tions could make it difficult
for you o extract masik
it vl out of the card.
Before  you  compare
cards on the above param:
eters, you should first
check eligibility for the
cards and the annual fee
you are willing vo pay for
travel benefits. Highly-re:
wardling travel credit cards
gencrally fall in the fee
rangge of T1,500-25,000 ut
Fyou are looking for exten-
sive all-round benefits, in
addition to travel benefits,
you might want 1o consider
premium cards with fee
Eoing as high as 250,000,
Premiunm cards come with
Tniggh income eligibility.
Pcking the right card re-
quires an inedepth analysis
of your own travel needs,
preferred form of valie
hack, understanding how a
card's rewards programme
works, how efficiently you
can maximise the benefits,
ete. When chosen by tak-
ing the above points into
account, the cards can
jprowe o be i isset for fre
quent travellers and help
them save conslderably.

Monday, September %, 2024

CHENNAL

Betting on
commodity

THINKINVESTOR

A retail investor has few
commodity investment-
related choices, Buying
physical commodities is not
meaningful on account of
storage costs leaving you with
commodity derivatives/funds

Venkatesh Bangaruswamy

Many individuals are uncomfortable
taking direct exposure to commedities
through commodity derivatives,

Yet, investing in commaoditles s
crucial, This ks because a rise in
commodity prices ks typlcally the
reason for increase in general price
levels. So, Investing in commodithes
can help you cushion the impact of
Inflagion on househobd expenses,
Here, we discuss if investing in
cormmaodiny funds ks an optimal way of
taking exposure 10 commodities as an
asset cliss,

Market risk

Commoxdity furds are mutual funds
investing in commaodiny-based
companies” shares. Suppose you have
a view that erude prices are likely 1o
o up. Taking an appropriate positon
using eruche fusures is not the sime as
Duying ONGC shares. Why? The goal
of godng long on crude futares is to
capture the near one-to-one
movement that futures contract has
with crude spot price. ONGC is lsted
o the stk exchange. So, the stock is
exposed to market risk. There is the
risk ONGE may decline In price even if
mmﬁ"m remain strong. This
could happen when large-cap stocks
show weak price momentiim or when
market participants are nervous about
stock prices in general because of
geapolitical tension or inflationary
pressures or health of the world
economy. These Concerns may not
always have an adverse bearing on
commadity prices or their derivitives,
S0, crude futures may be moving up
despite ONGC's share price declining.
Thils argument |5 true for Real Estate
Investmaent Trusts (REITS) oo,

Suffice it to know these are
structunes thit enable you 10 earm
income on real: estate Ivestments.,
Yet, these are not a pure bet on real
estate, As in the case of ONGC, REITs
are also listed on the stock exchange
and are, henee, drives by market risk,

Conclusion
A security tha is listed on the stk
exchange carries market risk, which is
more dominant than assetspecific
risks, S0, commodity funds may not
apture all the gains from
commacdity prices,

In other words, If the stock market
15 weak, it is highly unlikely shares of
commodity-based companies will
consistently perform well, even if
cormmmodity prices pemaln strong, But
as o retadl investor, you typlcally have
few chobees relating 1o commadity
Investments, Buying pliysical
commaodities is not meaningful as that
would Invalve storage costs, That
leaves you with commodity
derivatives or commodity funds, The
latter b simple to understand, once
you appreciite that such fumds are not
a pure bet on commuodity prices

(The writer is Head of (The coathor offers fraining
Credit Cards Business, Pai- preograntnes for ldividials for
salxzaar) managing their pevsonal lavestments)
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Unity Im & moment of erl

Yourgsters join hands in taking the fleod-afected people 1o saloty on o boat a1 YSR Colony in Vijayawsda , 68 kA

The wrath of the
‘Sorrow of city’

Thowsands of victims of the Vij
Dattled heavy rain for three diys,

awacla Moods had o grapple for food and water o sus
en as government reliel ope

wtions continued (o re:

ain themselves
1ch the viel

15 they
tims, the loss

of lives and property due to deluge lefi a deep mark on the victims, However, humanity keeps afloat the

vaged colonies, writes Nellore Sravani

ard Priya, in her night dress
ly sobs in silence as she sits
toddler in her arms on the footpath
of a Dyover overrun by a crowd,

fimding her husband and elder daaghter, who got

separated in the swarm of flood victims that
thronged the plm- L] wah winter food packets be-

i could not come out as the
cls wiere inumdited by the Bood water, =1 am
king the buttermilk to give it to whoever needs
It Iy oy colony,” he says

it another

Monday for
mest pecphe in Vijay il
Andhra Pradesh, |
whio had been cooped insid
days due 1o heavy rakn th
Fricay came to buy essentlals, Most pans uflhc
ity were getting back 1o normal,

Only 7 km away, the situation w: yehing
bt normal, From 7.30 a.m, onwards, hundreds
gathered around a truck, where food, milk and
water were distributed for free, on the Ajith
Singh Nagar fyover that connected the sub.
merged colonies w the other parts of the chy.
Most of them had nothing 1o eat or drink for the
past 24 hours,

1 uried to get a food packet but in vain, The
men who stood at the front managed vo grab ev:
ery food packet thrown at us by a volunteer from
1 coule enly get my hands on ju
s of Tattermil
warger, sweating desp
ryving a toddler in one hand and a stick in
another, she waded through more than waist
deep water iu reach the fhyover from her house in
aagar, which was inundated. “There
15 1 food 1: Imun' for the children and no drink-
ing water, Whien we learned thar food was being
distributed here, we had 1o dare 1o step out,” she.
SAYS.
Wi cho ot have any cash or jewetlery w
We are only worried about lives,” says Hari Priva
who lives in a small rented room with nothing
bt a cot and cooking essential
Nagesh, on the ather hand,
the tune of lakhs of rupees as b
car, furniture, cash, jewelle B
the flood fury. =1 dun t knuw wtm
1y me for my loss. But people ¢ place
need food and drinking water first,” he say

On the ilyover, strewn with spilt rice, milk,
slippers, plastic covers, and water bottles, peo-
ple, mst barefoot and in thelr night dresses, ran
shelter for food, wat medical hdp
W owormen, wormen who had just had de-

¥ il elderly persons walked from
pndited end of the fyover o the other,
around a kilometre, for help. While some
reached there by boass deployed by the National
DHsaster Response Force (NDRF), the others wad-
el through waterlogged roads on foot,

y the deluge unl 10 MEVEr-Seen-he
atfon o the colonl

bl on the

fore d

ee

birbed to et
a o
paacket ba
Inv T
et whio
stood at the
frow

Towcd pracket
thrown at us
ya
volunteer
from the
truck: |
conled only

Just twi
packets of
buttermilk

HARIIFRIVA
Flisdd shetiin st
Al Singh agar

raliiwati |1 Altl Sirgh Nagar i

flood plains of Budameru rivulet in Vijayawada,
thee Andhra Pradesh government |

sen kh food packets to be distributed 1o pe-
ople in lood-hit colonies on September 3. On
September 4, they readle
sts, While parts of IIH'
by constity
were the worst hi
4 lakh peaple
1 The 1o

da Central
! of the city
more than 50% of the n
g i the 14 dlivisions w i
number of people affected in
e from the West consti-
tuency, ks estimated 1o be nearly 3 lakh. As many
as 25 people are estimated 1o have died so far
Trenm NTH district alone,

Reelief efforts
Chiel Minister N, Chandrababu Naldw and other
i Tave visited the affected plices. * want
very person (afected). Justice has 1o be
done for every one, The first priority for us s to
give food to everybody. For this, we are going to
operate tractors and deploy volunteers.
Leaders of Opposition parties also visited the
affected places and pledged thelr suppon 1o the
people thene,
Twir days of extremely heavy rabn (300 mm) in
36 howrs in thee elry and surrounding areas of the
disericr did more damige than inundating the
roads-t increased water levels in streams and
rivers, “Untll 8.30 am, on Sunday, there was no
wits (o leave for
., but within
the water bevel reached two feet high,
an hour or two, there was six feet of

manager at

private firm

rec Her Family, which has lived in Ancdhra
Prabha Colony since 1986, says foods are not
new o them. “Our house is built on an elevated
area. But, still, water came in,” she say

An offickal from the Ireigation deparnient,
who spoke on condition of anonymity. says it
wis the first time the ity had been looded since

20008, in 2009, the damage was not this
leru regulator,

indieds, wal

yawada, Kys

Parykappuram in Viganavws

el (BIC),

ndd the remaindng were let into

el . Rains in Bu-

n

m, as streams

iginating in these places joined the surging wa-

ters of the Buda let, which passes
thirowggh the heart of V adiy, he adds,

According 1o India Meteorological Depart

ment (IMD) Director 5. Stella, extremely heavy

Mesoeds,

and
Iwant o reach every
persin Gallected), Justice

After the flood

water  was  dis-
has to be done for every  chaged  through
ome, The first priority for - he regulator on
s s o give food o Saturday, inunda-

tion of the colanies
built close w the
BDC or the original
course on  the
food plain, such
as New and Old
Rajarajesward Peta,
fambay — Colomny,
YSR Colony, Ajith Singh Nagar, Payakapuram,
Bhavanipuram, among oth s of the city,
were nundated by Sunday afternoon,

The NDRF personnel helped thousands of
stranded people by distributing food and medi-
cines. “We have made countless trips 1o the
fooded areas and rescued many pregnant wo
men, elderly, lvestock and pets,” said a group of
persannel while taking a rest om the bus, Howey
er, muny decried that the NDRF boats did not
reach the smaller Lines, To tackle this problem,
the State government mpl-d officials from the AP
FiberNet 1o use drones to deliver food to places
the boats could not reach. By Tuesday evening,
Ak droges had made nearly 150 s Carrying se-
ven o elfght boxes of food packe trip.

One of the worst-hit areas is YSE Colony,
where 40,000 people live in apartments provid-
edl by the government. “While we had provisions,
our nelghbours in the same apartment recelved
reliel materkal right from Sunclay. However, those
at thie back could not, since the boats could not
rieach them,” says Parameswar, an audo driver.

“We saw many boats approaching our lanes,
but none came to our house, There was a lot of
confusion. The officials also did not know where
o g and whom to help, We had to walt 10 hours
ton gty parents and in-laws a boat, We had all
the provisions, but there was no water supply
chuge o power cut, That §s why we lad (o move
ot Sridevi iys.

Mt such a time of despondency, many Good Sa-
maritans rose to the occasion and helped the vie:
tims by lllﬂ!’ll‘lullllﬂ free water, huu-.-l milk, and
Is my city, | could not ook
1 eall my rumww fler-
i saimosa vendor who

evervbody. For this we
e golng o openite
ractors and deploy
volunteers

K, CHANDRABARL NAIR!
Chibef Mirsbabey of Anchra Prades
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wagens and low income pwpk The governn
5 In the new RR Peta to reh-
wnd those from financi
5. Until Seprember 4
in Obd and Mew RR Peta were yet to receive help,
sdd Hero Sanlar, trapped bn an apartment, along
with 200 athers, in the New RR over i
phone call. “We have run out of provisic el
thiere ks o water supply,” he sald, adding that
they were using Noodwater in washrooms and
holled b

i vendor,
river bank until
o this coloay.

atheold, a 3

k warter to drink
fvee mear the Kr
Then, he was rehak

“My three grandchildren, a
year-old and a Sycar-obd, are alone with their
mother, | was not allowed to go there. | was told
the water level was too high to wikle through, |
canmot help but wakt here for help o come,” sid
g Blavani, a domestic help who beft the chil-
dren ot home to leave for work ar Chird Noagar.
Like Durga Bhavand, many daily wage workers sat
outside restauranis and shops at the foot of the
Myover, waiting for their kved ones, They had to
spemcd the night on the restaurant's stalrs,
“Floods are not new. But the severity has in-
creased,” says Mruthyanjaya Rao, an environ:
mental sctivist who has studied Kollen Lake for

yea fe says the legal encroachments on the
flood basins and Kolleru are to be blamed for the
floescls,

Sorrow of Vijayawada

Budbameru, originating n
of the feeder rivalet for the
wir site. It courses through
da, and Kalkuluru before
Lake, where i fish tanks have come up in
thousands of hectares, “Now, what seems 1o have
happened is that the flood water, which surged
through these places, entered the city, and s
flow wits obstructed due to unauthorised apart.
ments on s way, leading tw the stowing down of
the flow and th unclating the colonies. 1f
thae path were clear in Vijayawada, the flow would
hawe been obstructed similarly by fish tanks. In
the later case, the Kollern would have sub-
merged,” he explained. Budamera has acquired
the tithe of *Serrow of Vijayawada'. It is not the
first tinee that it has caused misery to peaple, Hi
wever, officials hive acdmitted thin it was the firsi
2 ation of suc e
which have
we the 19608, have changed
the course of drains and rivalets, inundating hab
itations on their way.
Mllu- nh:imul tll:' cl.a:. il

¢ NTR district, is one
olleru Lake, a Ram-
(&

ng the Kolleru

on the banks
ow D can e

back to my house
T dhiiit 1 ¢ i
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The invisible
cost of violence

Following the death of two Dalit minors in Farrukhabad district, Uttar Pradesh, women and girls

fear that their mobility will be curtailed. especially bec

the images are cerily similar o those

that came out of Badaun a decade ago and Lakhimpur Kherd two years ago, finds Alisha Dutta

Trigger warning: the following ariicle has refe-
rences to swickde and murder, Please avoid read-
ing if vou feel distressed by the subjects.

11 Bhagautipur, & village with no more than

40 houses in western Uttar Pradesh’s Far-

rukhabad district, the arrival of fuxury

four-wheelers along the narrow road has
always sigmified the onset of election season. Ho-
wever, on August 28, when they came bearing
emblems of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP} and
the Samajwadi Party, it was not to secure the Ja-
tawv caste vote, It was because the death of two mi-
niar Dalit girls in the village, a couple of days ear-
lier, head made it o the natonal media.

“The cars bearing the BJP's emblem - the lotus
— lined up outside a shop-turned-office. The al-
mast-closed shutter was thrown open, and men
in Nehru jackets strode into the room. Along is
newly plastered walls were photographs of In-
dia’s Constitution-maker Dr. B.R, Ambedkar, the
Buddha, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, and
Lord Ram. Discomfort hung heavy in the air. Pol-
ice officials, some in uniform, some in civvies,
were seated alongside party workers.

“The death of the girls had refreshed the pu-
blic’s memory of 2014, when an eerily similar
and equally distressing incident had occurred in
Badaun, U.P. On August Z7, the Internet was
Aooded with the juxtaposition of two photo-
graphs: one was a decade old, of two Dalit teen-
age cousins” bodies hanging from a mango tree,
The other, a couple of hours old, was of two teen-
agers hanging from two ends of the same dupal-
fa, again, from & mango tree.

Thee Infernet had forgotten that in 2022, anoth-
er two teenage minor Dalit sisters had been gang-
raped, murdered, and hung from a tree in Lak-
himpur Kheri district.

In 2022, the National Crime Records Bureau
report showed that UP. had registered 1,430
crimes against girls in the 12 to 15 age group un-
der the Protection of Children from Sexual Of
fences Act, 2012, This was the third highest in the
country, after Maharashira and Madhya Pradesh.

The same year, ULP. saw 15,368 cases being regis-
tered against Scheduled Castes {Dalits), the high-

st in the country. The State has been recording
the highest number of such eases across the
country since 2020,

A dark night

The girls” bodies were firgt spotted by Brijesh, 27,
who runs a eycle-tyre repalr shop. At the crack of
dawm, he had stepped out of his one-room house
with a fota (mug) to relieve himself in the mango.
orchard, 300 metres away. In Bhagautipur, while
most houses have an indoor bathroom, some still

| ot scared.
We checked
our
neighbours”
houses and
called
relativies 1o
askil they
T gone o
thedr places,

cannot afford one.

Used 1o being mocked for his limp, Brijesh's
sleepy eyes scanned the area for teens and voung
acules, many of whom would publicly bully him.

miid to the mango orchard. In the next few mi-
nutes, the village had been rudely shaken out of
its shumbser by the news of the girls’ deaths.

A middle-aged woman froze on hearing his
screams. Her 15-year-old daughter and her 17-
yearohl friend had been missing since the nighe
before, “Before | could even think, my nelghbour
rushed into the house, hugged me. and broke
down, saying their bodies had been found in the
mango orchard,” she satd, wiping away tears.

The night before, the duo had gone 1o the tem-
ple, about 400 metres away, to watch the Jan-

but no one mashtami tableaux commemorating Krishna's
knew birth, One of their fathers, Raj iname changed 1o
anvthing prodect privacy), said, “They had stepped out in
AL the evening, but came back home by 9 p.m.
Father of ane when it began to rain. But in half an hour, as soon
ofthe victe as the rain subsided and they heard the sounds
from the x, they beft for the temple”

Around 12,30 a.m., as the temple sounds died
down, his eyes watched the main entrance, He
heard the faraway voices of people walking
through the gali (lane), going home. Those gra-
dually died down, but there was no sign of the
1w best friends, “As time went by, | got scared.
We checked our neighbours’ houses and called
relatives to ask if they had gone to their places,
but no one knew anything,” Raj added.

A neighbour later said she had seen them in
the temple in the evening, but was certain they
weren't there at night.

At 3 am., the two families decided to resume

their search in the moming, Dawn brought on
horrors they hadn't imagined.

In the next couple of hours, kin from villages
had reached the girls” home
to be with the families. They offered condelenc-
5, but also theortes about what could have hap-
pened. Villigers and visitors went 1o the spot in
groups 1o take pictures and play detective.

Police reaction

Unlike 2004 and 2022, the State police were pre-
pared to put out the flames before the Opposition
or the media could fan it, “Everything happened
very quickly. They came, brought down the bo-
dies, ook them for post-morten, and cremated
them the next day,” the father said.

A senior officer at the Kayamgunj police sta-
tion, under whose jurisdiction Farmukhabad falls,
said there was a lot of pressure because ol the
sensitivity of the case. Forty-eight hours after the
police had found the two bodies and even after
they had been cremated, an FIR was not lodged,

and no investiga-

ton had begun.
Section 194 of
the Bharatiya Na-

Ten vears ago, oo, the garik Suraksha

investigators were ina Sanhita states that

rush to close e, the pu.uh'(\: can take

andl e date wie do not ;"Hms‘!";f:, ::;1‘
alleged

know what happened cide and. register

1o our danghters

VICTIMS FATHER
Badaun

an FIR il “there is
any doubt regard-
ing the cause of
death”.

At the orchard, the police had left behind used
gloves, plastics with U.P. police emblems, and
packets of tobacco. YouwTubers crowded around
the tree shooting videos and broadcasting o fol-
lowers. The tape cordoning off the area was torm.

Another officer said the team had found one
mobile phone at the orchard and one $IM card
on one of the girls, “The 5IM card has not been
sent for fhaanch (ingquiryd, but we got o know
that the mobile phane belongs to a cousin, who
had come to their house to charge his mobile

Srikrishna Gau:.ml. a bocal BIP worker, said un-
like the Badaun case, th 1e the police had de-
cided to choose an investigating officer from the
same comumunity, lest the public accuse them of
having “savarna (upper caste} investigators try-
ing to cover up a hate crime”.

In the next 24 hours, Superintendent of Police
(50 Alok Privadarshi told the Eamily and thie me-

Family memibars moiem the death of the two Dalit girls in Bhagautipur, Farrukhabad, Uttar Pradesh. SUskil susas ViR,

dia that the post-montem report had stated that

the death was due to ante-mortem asphyxia

{death due to hanging and the bodies bore no

signs of sexual assanlt. The girls had taken their
he

lies, which had seen the bodies, dis-
agreed. They claimed there were marks of pi
cal assault on the bodies and thomns in the hair,
"How can two girls hang themselves with the
same dupatta? If at all they did, how come the
heavier girl was not hanging lower than the light-
er one? This is murder. My daughter has been
murdered,” the father of one of the girls said.

Amid theories floating in the alr around Bha-
gatitipur, on August 30, about 72 howrs Later, the
police lodged an FIR and arrested two men: Pa-
wan, 22, and Deepak, 23, from the village, for
abetment to suicide. Deepak nuns a tailoring
shop in the area; Pawan i his friend and co-work-
er, the police said.

“Ome of the girls was going through a heart-
break since Deepak had started seeing another
girl. They were also harassing the two girks,
which must have been a ¥ for them to take
thedr lives,” said the SP. While the police prooeed-
e 1o close the case, the families refused 1o be-
lieve the police’s version,

The past and the future
Badaun's Katra Sadartgun] village, where the 2014
incident took place, is about 70 km from Bhagau-
tipur. For the father of one of the victims, the ea-
gerness of the law enforcement 1o close the cige
did mot come as a surprise. “Ten years ago, too,
the investigators were in a rush 1o close the case,
To date, we do not know what happened to our
daughters,” he said, standing near the mango or-
chard. The family Tives just a few paces from here
and is easily alerted to media presence,

The family sill visits the court twice or thricea

year. “Every court hearing cosis us at least
210,000, including the legal fee and transporta-

thon cost,” he sald. Their contention is that three
youth, all brothers living in the same village, had
gang-raped and murdered the girls. However, the
case was handed over to the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI, which submifted that the girls
had kilked themselves,

In the year of the deaths, the forensic science
laboratory had submined a report that stated
there wais no evidence of struggle prior to death,
nor were there internal injuries. The report furth-
er noted that the girls were not sexually assaulted
prior to death. The CEI had submitted before the
court that one of the giris had been intimate with
one of the men.

Adecade after the tragedy, the F.um]\ stillhasa
rule. “Every woman is acco
when they leave the house,
While the young cousins had access to phones
then, the girls growing up in the family now are
no longer given devices. "After you lose two girls,
you want 10 ensure that every girl in your family
is safie,” adds the father of the other victim.

In Bhagautipur, 15-vear-old Priva was parn
scared and part upset with what had happened
10 her peers. “Now, my parents will use this inci-
dent 1o not allow me to step outside and go o
fairs,” she said.

Slnlpa Phadke, one of the authors of the book
Why Loiter?, said restricting women’s mobility
past high-profile cases of violence against women
i3 society’s kneejerk reaction. “This is prlnmr“ll}
whiy woren doi’t report sexual abuse,
higher level of restricted movement and sun-ml
lance,” she said,

(If yeour are in distress, please reach out to this
2457 helpling: KIRAN 1800-399-0049.)

Ama



Monday, Seprember 9, 2024
CHENRAL

ABSTRACT

THE HINDU

Text&Context

[Errathc climate: The view frem YSR Colary in Vijayawsda on Septermber 8, 6.5 mo

How changes in the level of Arctic sea ice
can change monsoon patterns in India

Unpredictable, erratic rainfall has become the norm for the Indian monsoon. New research reveals that less sea ice in the central Aretic leadls 1o
lower rain in western and peninsular India but more rain in central and northern India

Arkatapa Basy
Yadav, Jubl et al, of

Central Asian and Indian landmass more
anrl faster than the surrounding ocean.

reglonal spring Arctic Sea kewri.liuns
an Indian summer monsoon rainfall’,
Remote Serwsing of Erviromment, Vol 201,
September 1, 2024,

v Dincdia's southedst, leaving at least
17 dead In Andlra Pradesh and
thousands homeless and at the
merey of floods in Telangana, The Indian
Meteorological Department has also
warned of heavy rains in parts of Gujarar,
Himachal Pracesh, and Delhl.
Unpredictable, erratle rainfall has
become the norm for the Indian
monsoon. Onee a bringer of relef and
Tiope to the subcontinent, these rains are
mow @ herald of drowght and foods,
Climate change Is an important reason
why, However, a closer look into climate
models shows the Intricate play of surface
teimperatiine, pressiie gradicits, alf
currents and even sea ice that is
responsible for bringing rain to the Indian
landrass. In a study published in the

l ncessant rainfall has wreaked havoe

Thil i bow pressiire band at the
“Tropie of Cancer called the intertropical
CONVETEENCE SO0, Trndo winds Mm\'m

Influence the ISMR.

‘The results revealed distinet and at
times 1 patterns, A
the paper, less sea boe in the central .'\ch
leads o bower ridn in western and
Inelia buit more rali i central

from the south
deflected wmrdsthv indian lindmass

+ dhue o the Corlolis force and have low

pressure after they cross the equator. As
they blow over the Arabian Sea, the winds
plek up molsture and deposit that as raln
over Inclia.

Over the landmass itsell, this southwest
mnonsoon sphiss into two, The Arabian Sea
arm brings rain to the west coast while
the other arm travels to the Bay of Bengal
and brings rain o India’s eastern and
northeastern parts, The arms finally
converge over Punjab and Himachal
Pradesh as the Arabian Sea anm moves
nward and the Bay of Bengal amm moves
abong the Himalaya.

The ISMR is much more complex than
sclentiets first antieipated. In the Last two
decades, climate maodils have shown that
the surface temperatures of the indian,
the Atlantie, and the Pacific Oceans affect
the ISME, The circum-glotal

Journal Remote Sensing of Emv, Wit in
June, researchers from India’s Natiomal
Contre for Polar and Ocean Researchy
(NCPOR), under the Minkstry of Earth
Sclences, and South Korea's Korea Polar
Research Institute have found that
seasonal changes in the Arctic sea ice
affect the Indian monsoon as well.

Making of a monsoon
The Innclian summer monsoon rainfall
(ISMR) over the Indian subcontinent,
from July o September, and with most of
the rains recorded in July and August, s
ane of the most prominent monsoon
systems in the workd.

In summer months, sunlight warms the

THE DAILY QUIZ

b on (CGT), a kirge-scale
atmospherke wive fowdng at the
mid-latitudes, seemed to significantly
Irfluence the monsoon s well,

The Influence of Arctic sea fce

In recent years, scientists have also
suggested that the declining levels of
Arctic sea loe, due to climate change,
could influence the monsoon's
temperament. In the new study,
resedrchers used observational data from
1980 10 2020 and climate models
Gspecifically Coupled Model
Intercomparison Project Phases 5 and 6)
1o check how Arctic sea ice levels affect
atmospheric cireulathons that inwm

and northern India. On the other hand,
Towerr e foe levels in the upper latindes,
particularly in the Rarents-Kara Sea
rethon encompasshing the Hisdson Bay, the
Gulf of 5t, Lawrence and the Sea of
Okhaotsk, dislay the monsoon’s onset and
render it more unprediciable,

Several atmospheric systems also
influence this pattern, The sclentists
found that when sea ice levels in the
central Arctie increase, the heat
transferned from the ocean 1o the
atmosphere triggers a eyelonie cireulation
at slightly lower latitudes, ke in the north
Atlantic, This bolsters the Rossby waves,
fast-flowing streams of alr high in the
atmosphere created by the earth's
renation and differences in temperature
and weither systerms that move west to
st “To put it simply, § phant
loops in a river of air high above us, These
loops can push warm or cold air across
the planet and steer torms around,
changing weather patterns as they go,”
Avinash Kumar, an NCPOR sclentist and
e of thie stidy’s co-athars, told The
Hindu, The enhanced Rosshy waves result
in high pressure over northwest India and
low pressure over the Mediterranean
veglon. This in turn strengthens a narrow,
concentrated band of wind, called the
Asian Jet stream, over the Caspian Sea,
causing the subtropical easterly jet = a jot
stream blowing over the Indlan
subcontinent during summer - to shifi
norihward. As a result, an anomalous
high pressure reglon is created over
Central Asia, distupting atmospheric
stability over the Indian landmass and

bringing more rain over western and
peninsular India,

O the other hand, low sea e over the
Barents-Kara Sea reglon triggers a serles
of alr currents that uce an anomalous
high pressure over southwest China, This
correlates with a positive Arctic
Oucillation = high pressure over the
narthiern Atlantic and Pacific oceans
along with a weakening of the CGT, which
connects weather events in different parts
of the workl.

As sea e levels decrease in the region,
bt rises from the Barents-Kara sea,
creating an anticyclonic eirculatbon (calm,
clear skiesh over northwest Ewrope. This
dhsturbs the upper atmospheric region
ower substropleal Asin and India,

This Instablivy, coupbed with high
surface temperature of the Arabian Sea
andd the molsture picked up from the
survounding water bodies promaotes high
rainfall over northeastern India while
leaving central and northwest reglons of
thie eoumntry without nch,

Does climate change also play a role?
Now that scientists know a linle more
about the forces that conspire to bring or
withihold rin over India, what can we say
about the role of climate change?
“Climate change, by sceelerating the
reduction of Arctic sea e, exacerbates
the variability and unpredictability of the
ISMIR,” D, Kumiar said, “Lower Arctic sea
fee ean lead w more frequent and severe
diroughis in some regions while causing
excessive rainfall and Nooding in others”
Agpart from highlighting the physical
pathways in which the Aretic sea bee
affects the Indlan monsoon, the curment
study shows the urgent need 1o expand
research on climate dynamics and for
scientlsts to prepare more accurate
forecasts of the ever-chamging monsoons.

Pleave send in your answers to

2024 has been a major year for elections. Here is a quiz on some
elections that have already occurred this year

Srimivasan Ramani .

QUESTION 3
k Name the candidate proposed for the post of
QUESTION 1 Prime Ministor by the New Popular Front which

Hame the party that could pot
contost the Pakistan geneval
elections held in February 2024,

because (ts symbol was stripped by Macron?
thie election eamemission and yet,
Independents who contested with QUESTION 4

the support of the party emorged as
thee single largest grouping In thie
Hational Assemibly,

Y
QUESTION 2
January 2024 wak thi firet time in
Talwarh that a party won two
consecutive presidential polls, atber
direet elections were introduced In
1996, Harme the party and the
candidata wha wint on to become
the eighth president of Taiwan,

(4]

K

emenged as the single largest coalithon in the
French legislathve stections. Instead of her, whe
wins named by the President Emmanuel

For the first time since Apartheld endod in
Sauth Arica, the African National Congress
won less than 50% of the vote in the 2024
goneral elections. Name the opposition pary
which finishind second and with whom the ANC
wirnt am 1o farm a national wnity govermment

won the elections heid in February 2024, with
B4.65% of the popular vote.

(8

QUESTION §

The list E| Salvador president wha was | [ 9

fo-clected pince 1344, name this leader who Visual question:

Hame this newly elected parliamentarian. What was her
| achievement? fiLL PHoTe

Questions and Answers to the September
6 edition of the dally quiz: I This process iv
peimadily used to produce green hydrogen.
Ans: ysis powored by

anergy

Lk koey advantage of solid-state batteres over
traditional liguid electrolyte batterkos, Ans:
Increased energy density and increased

safety

1. The primary by-product of using hydrogen
a5 a fuel in hydrogen fuel cell vehicles, Ans:
Water vapour

4, This country currently leads in clectric
wvehicle adopticn. Ans: China

5, The unique technlgue that is used in EVi to
captisre energy that the vehicle has due to its
Kimetle enorgy. Ans: Regenerative Braking
Visuak Identity this Nobed laureato. Ans:
John, B.

Earty Birds: K.N. Viswanathan| Ashral Basha|
Tamal Biswas| Sodhan Kumar Panda] Al

Gaur
| D

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

Heis very
inept at his
new job

1 am going to have a bit of a lic-in
today as 1 just ran a marathon in
the morming

how do you pronounce

oo
rat sylable sounds like the word
b, whille the “ept’ sounds like the "ept’ in
“alept’, hept” and “wept . The word is

promounced inEPT with the stress on the
second syllable, Any idea what it means?”

“Dowesan’t it mean not very skilful?
When you're ‘inept’, you're not good at
sonething.”

“Very good! That's exactly what it
mreans, When you siy that someone is
Irvep, whan you're suggesting bs that the
individual is verrible at what he does.
Navesh wertt to an fnept accountant, and
endied np losing all his money.”

“1 wans ol by several peophe that Jad s
an inept dentist”

“Really? I've gone to him a couple of
times, and Pve had no problems with
k. “Inept” can also be used o mean not
vl:r)' capable or clumsy, The Vice

llew's inept vemerks led fo the
studenm;nirwon strike”

“The UN has often been eriticlsed for
its et handling of the West Asla
problem.”

“One can also be “inept at’ something.
Rajiv is quite Inept at spovts,”

“1'm quite inept at dealing with
mechanical problems,”

“1 think everyone knows that! You'ne
also socially inept

“Socally Inept? Are ﬁou saying that I'm
not good at dealing with people?”

“Yes! A person who is socially inept
firds it difficubt to Interact with people,
He: feels uncomfortable in their presence.
Maeage dow't send Sufatha to meet our
elients, She's socially inepr.”

“How abotit this example? In the
presence of women, Suresh becomes
socially inept.”

“Sounds good! What's a socially fnept
prerson ke Harish dedng bn the mirketing
department?™

*Onae of the advantages of belng the
CEOS pepliew, | suppose? I was a pretty
hectle week at the office, Interested in an
early morming trek tomorrow?”

“No chance! [ plan te e in il noon
wmorrow,”

“Lie in? Lie on whatt

“When you ‘Tie in", you stay in bed
longer than you nommmlly do.”

“lin other words, you sheep borger thin
you usually do”

“It doesn't necessarily mean to sleep
longer than usual, All it means is you
remain i bed longer than uswil, | woke
up around seven, but decided to lie in”

“When I was In school, my parents
mever allowed e 1o He in, 1 was promptly
woken up at six o'clock,”

"By the way the expression ‘lie in’ can
also be used as a noun, Tomormow being a
hedictay, my friend Sunitha is planning to
Tivve a bt of a liedn”

“Ivs difficult to have a ledn when you
Thave two small kids wt home.”

uperidrankyedimail oo

Word of the day

Ensconce:
fit fanmiy

Synonym: seule

USage: He ensconced himselt i front of the
tefewision

Pronunciation: bitlyjsmsconceprs

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jirisans

Foi feedback and suggestions foe
Tt & Comtent, please wiite to

ndu.co.in
with the subject Teat & Context’
(S - -
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Accessibility-related
complaints filed on
govt. app since 2021

were lodged on the

LA

Aagship Sugamya Bharat motsle
application. A partnership has been
established with Mission Accessibility and
I-STEM to develop the app, en

The eomplaints
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ext&Context

THE:

Number of fatalities
from undiagnosed
fever in Gujarat

be cased of prewmanitis,

panchayat members al a local
district in Kutch sald doctors had not been
able 1o sccurately diagnose the fover,
which was also cousing dilficulty in
breathing, m

l Despite primarily appearing to

The number of CRPF
troops placed in
Chhattisgarh

4,000
have been
9 placed In

certain areas of Bastar in Chhattisgarh as
part of a stratefy to match the Unioen
govemment's latest resolve of ending the
Mot problem by March 2026, e

®HINDU

The number of people
killed in Russia’s strike
on Poltava

In o of thelr most lethal
attacks on Ukraineg, Russia
attacked a military education

Instituee. Officials have not sakd how many
of the victims were military or civillans.
The Ukraine President repeated his calls
far mare alr defence systems., wr

Follow us o facebook.com,/thehindu O twitter.com/the_hindu O instagram.com/the_hindu

Urnusund sights Rain clowds seen, following feports from the Pakistan Meteorolegical Depariment of a petemial cyclenic storm that could develop over the Aralian Sea, at Chlton Beach In Karachs, Pakistan on August 20, nuiees

On uncommon cyclones in the Arabian Sea

The amount of rice
that India sent to
drought-hit Malawi

1L,OOO::.
tonnes. In
9 March, the

povernment of Malawl declared a state of
disaster following drought in 23 of the
country's 28 districts, e

COMPILED (7Y THE HiNGU DATA TEAM

Why does the north Indian ocean have two cyclone seasons while all other cyclogenesis regions have just one? How is dimate change affecting the region and adding 1o the
unusual activity? Why was there a ot of excitement over Asna, @ rare August cyclone?

EXPLAINER

Raghu Murtugudde.
The story so far;

he north Indian Ooean supplies
4 large part of the molsture
recpuired 1o generte the 200

lakh crore or so buckets of
water during the summer monsoon. That
Emplies a lot of evaipe 0 frowm the
Arabdan Sea and the Bay of Bengal, which
requires these seas to be wanm enough to
allow Warm troplcal oceans
also tend 1o be hotbeds of cyclones. And
yet, the north Indian Ocean is the least
wctive regglon of the world's oceans
wis-dovis the ber of cyclones. The
combination of some factors that Gvour
cyclogenesis and some that suppress it
make thiks area ursual in terms of
cyclone seasons, numbers, and the
response of the ocean and the cyclones o
global warming,

Why is the Indian Ocean unique?

The Indian Ocean receives a lot of
attention for its monsoonal circulation
and the dramatic seasonal wind reversals
to the north of the equator, But it's also
unigue because it has “oceanic tunnels”
connecting it w the Pacific Doean and the
Southern Ocean. The Pacific tunne] brings
i significant amount of warm water cvery
weear i the upper 500 m while the
Southern Ocean tunnel brings in cooler
waters below about | km,

The Arabian Sea warms rapldly during
the pre-monsoon season as the Sun
crosses over 1o the northem hemisphere,
“The Bay of Bengal is relatively warmer
than the Arablan Sea but warms further
and begins to produce atmospherie
convection and rinfall, The trowgh that
eventually beads to the monsoon onset
over Kerali arrives in mid-May itsell over
the Bay of Bengal, The post-monsoon
SEAsON IS porthieast Monsoon season
for India, and produces significant
amounts of radn over several States,

All these wind patterns and sea surface

| EYCiog
throughout the year over the north Inclian
Ocean and sustain the stark contrast in
cyclogenesis between the Arabian Sea
and the Bay of Bengal.

Does climate change play a part too?
Climate change amplifies the uniqueness
of the Indian Ocean. More heat ks coming
In from the Pacific Ocean now while the
Southern Ocean is also pushing in
warmmer witers, The Indian Ocean &
warming rapidly dug 1o these inputs, plus
atmospheric changes in winds and
humidity, The north Indian Ocean and
the monsoon are now responcing o

* =D

Warming temperatures

Mare heat (s coming In from the Pacific Gcean now while the Southern Gcean is also pushing
I warmer waters, The Indian Geean (s warming ragidly due to these inputs, plis stmospheric

changes. in winds and humidity

AVERAGE DAILY SEA SURFACE TEMPERATURE (*C, 60°5-60°N)

Ol 2024 O==0 2023
a2

l',--' May 4, 2024: 20.99°C
o NM\'

O= =0 1991-2020 avevage

1979-2022

Jan. Feb. Warch April May June July  Aug Sept Ot Now Dec

Sources: B8E, Copernicuy, ECMWF

related climate change drivers from
tropical oceans as well as from
pole-topole influences,

The Ocean's rapid warming is now
reparted 1o be alfecting the heat uptake
Ty the Pacific Ocean and the sinking of
heavy waters in the norih Atlantic Oce:
The Indian Ocean Is essentlally acting like
a clearinghouse for ocean warming
during climate change, All these

© GRAPHIC NEWS

cyclone that may be trying to grow,

The net result ks that the dominant
cyclone season is uniquely split into the
pre- angd post-monsoon seasons over the
north ndian Ocean, All other
cyclogenesis regions have a single cyclone
season during the year.

The makn impact of the monsoonal
circulation is that the warm ocean, the
heat content, and the atmospheric

region-specific idi play into
cyclogenesis, cychone numbers, and thelr
responses to climate change over the
Indian Ocean.

Are cyclones commaon?

Dhuring the monscan itself, the strong
southwesterly winds — or the so-called
lowlevel jet ~ drive a strong evaporation
and mixing of cold subsuriace waters with
the surface waters, Thus the Arablan Sea
becomes significantly cooler during the
presmonsoon season, The strong
convective activity over the Bay of Bengal
produces many low-pressure, or cyclonle,
systems durlng the monsoon but they
rarely grow into cyclones,

This 1 because the strong monsoon
winds vary in strength and direction from
the surface to the middle atmosphere.
This variation Is called vertical shear and

| intends to strip off the energy from any

IQ_.

favour cycll ks over the
north Indian Ocean. This leads to
cyclones being formed during the

and the post O]

seasons, However, the Arablan Sea has
much bess convective activity during the
pre-monsoon and is relatively less prone
1o eyl is. The b
and dry continental air ends up cooling
the Arabkan Sea post-monsoon.

The number of cyclones in the Arabian
Sea s thus about half of that over the Bay
of Bengal in both seasons,

Thus, the cooler temperatures,
strongger wind shear, and the relatively
low convective activity over the Arablan
Sea make the Arabian Sea relatively a
desert for cyclones,

Some upward trend in the number of
cyclones was reported from 2010
omwards but the Arablan Sea has been
cerily calm the last few years.

& - Il

What is Asna?

There was a lot of excltement recently
about a rare August cyclone - named
“Asna’ — born from the transition of a
strong land-born depression anto the
warm Arablan Sea, This is the first north
Indian Ocean cyclone in August since
1981, The depression that grew into this
cyclone itsell was unusual in terms of its
powerful growth over land. Low-pressure
systems are typically born over the Bay of
Benggal and traverse the core monsoon
#ome to bring about 60% of the tetal
seasonal rainfall,

These ocean-borm depresshons can feed
off of prior rainfall (as soil moisture) as
they pass over India. There is some
evidence that these low-pressure systems
ane now contributing to extreme rainfall
events, but they have been stuck in a
corriclor for over a century, The unusual
growth of the low-pressure system that
Brought deluges 1o western India fed off
the soil moksture from excess rainfall
since the beginning of the season. It was
big encugh to start hinting the warm
northern Arabilan Sea as it approached
the western end of land. The ocean
supplied the energy required for
convection and to retain, and even, grow
I serength,

Once its transition o the ocean is
complete, it grew into a regular cyclone,
Dt as & remarkably unusual land-borm
cyclome. The warming over the Arabian
Sea has already been reported o be
related to the northward shift of the
low-devel jet, which self is driven by
rapid warming over West Asia, Cyclonic
storm Asra did cause nearly 50 deaths
and ledt a trall of damages o crops and
properties, It dissipated over the ocean
eventually due to dry desert air being
enirained fnto the droulation.

As the English writer Dantel Defoe sabd,
“Expect nothing and you'll always be
surprised.” The warm 2023-2024 tha
resulted from a combination of global
warming and El Nifio, with a likely
contribution maderwater volcanie
eruptions, has produced plenty of
surprises in terms of extreme events
across the planet, The monsoon's
evelution has also been umisual,
especially since the forecasted strong La
Nifa hasn't emerged yet. The rainfall

a5 ung as
ever with a wet peninsular India and a
strange mix of wet and dry regions over
the country’s north,

Alow-pressure system is unusual but
Ies amplification ever land s, Its dash
across land onto the ocean is another
unexpected event. We didi't expect it and
obtwiously were duly surprised.

Raghu Murtugerdde is professor, T
Bombay, and emeritus professor, University
of Maryland.

THE GIST

The Indian Ocean reccives alot
of attention for its momsocnal
cireulation and the dramatic
seatonal wind reversals to the
nonh of the cquated. Bt it's
alao unigue because it has
‘aceanic lunnels connecting it
1 the Pacific Ocean and the
Seuthern Ocean,

-

The makn impact of the
monsacnal circulation i that
the warm ocean, the heat
conte, and thi atmaspheric
convection faveur cyclogenesis
aver the north Indian Ocean.
This leads to cyclones being
foarnied during the
pre-mansoon and thi
POSEMONS00N 443005,

-

There Is a lot of excitement
hight rovw about @ rand August
eychong — named 'Aina’ —
bom from the transition of
stronj; land-boim depression
anto the warm Arabdan Sea,
This is the first north indisn
Ocean cyclon: in August since
1981,
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The hijacking of facts

Inits depiction of intelligence and security issues, ‘IC 814: The Kandahar Hijack
obfuscates context, misrepresents reality

P

RAMANATHAN KUMAR

THE HIJACKING OF Indian Aidines Night I
814 from Kathmandu to Kandahar on
Christmas Eve, 1999, which culminated, a
week Later, in the humiliating rebease of thiee
Jailed terrorists — of whom two were
Pakistanis — in exchange for the passengers
and crew on boared, was a searing experience
for India's intelligence, national security and
diplomatic establishments.

Frowm the early 1990s, Inclian intelligence
had been engaged in a protracted, covert war
against Pakistan's 551, which had been exploit-
ingg thie wealmesses in Nepal's securivy archi-
tecture and the open Indo-Nepal border i
mount offensive, plausibly deniable opera-
viems agalnst India, This incheded the infiltra-
ton and exfiltration of termonss rained in
Pakistan, smugsling of Mgh-grade explosives
and weapons for sttacks in Incia and the in-
fusion into the Indian market of counterfedt
Indian currency printed in Pakistan o ag-
ment the [5's war-chest and destabilise the
Indian economy, From the mid- 1990, how-
ever, wnpublicised bt effective security co-
operation between Nepal and India foiled
many of the 15's designs. The plots disrupted
are oo numeros o recount, Asthe 20th cen-
tery drew o a close, | ndian intelligence ap-
peared to be gaining the upper hand in the
shadowy battle against their Pakistani adver-
saries in Nepal

Then came the hijacking of IC B14 which
ook the Indian agencies by surpris

from 1996 to 2001 when the dominance of

Pakiistan, the 151 and its prosies
was, of course, not difficult 1o fathom and it
did not tale bong fior the termorist organisa-
tion velved — the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
[Hubd) — anc the principal actors — whose
primany motivation was o secure the release
of Maulena Masood Azhar, chief propagan-
dist of the HuM incarcerated in a jail in
Jamrm, to be identified. But the gold stan-
lard of intelligence is forewaming that lead
o preempion, Mo amaant of pest facto in-
vestigation, however brilliang, is a substinute

That  Fakistan and the 151 over its protégés was
1 coimiph alsoafarcry ituation
prevailing today.

This is the background and comtext that
has been obfuscated, wittingly or umvittingly,
vt el serices MO 14 The Kandahar Hijack
which comes diose to being a parody in ifs cav-
alierreatment of senous mtelligence and 5
curity Esses The suggestion that the higscking
was masterminded by Osama bin Laden and
Al Qaeda or that the plot originated in
Afghanistan, rather than Pakistan, verges on
the absurd, Hub leader, Maukana Fazlur

ssebol Pakistan's

for forek ledge and inthe h Ihatil,
intedl: u'nbuunrh. 51, was doubitless a signatory (o the amous
Il alisence witi bl -

the higacking of IC 814 becane, |||:tw|11nnl||>
precedling the event, it had temporarily lost
access toceriainvaluable assets and the con-
seguencesof the valnerabality thus created, at
atimwe when Pakistan was vigorously pursu-
ing irs pedicy of beeding India by a thousand
cuts, wiere not adequately anticipated. This
not an unusial phenamenon in the workd of
ntelligence and the assets were revived soon
after the event but the damage had been
e, That the termrists had acquired frsdian
driving licences and passpons, which enabled

fatwa ssued by bin Laden's International
Eslamic Front in 1998 against the "fews and
Crusaders” but, unlike Masood Azhar's clos-
st associates, the Al Qacda leadership had no
interest in securing the release of the HuM's
portly propagandist who subsequently went
on to form his own organisation afver falling
oue with Khalll over control of the HuM's as-

i, Speculative reparts in the Paldstani me-
l|L!.lb(IlIllhl‘|1Il' e of the Al Qeda-Sipah-
e-Sahaba Pakistan{S5P)-HuM kinked Pakistand
rerrorist, Angad Faroogi among the hissckers
cannot be taken as an established fact, sbsent

them to accomgplish their hrela-
ivee ease, was another birter pill m swallow,
Lially galling was the failure of the national
crisis management system that allowed the
aireradt io take off from Amritsarwhere it had
been foreed to land due to shormage of fuel,
The reality that India was ndless in
Afghanistan under the rule of the Taliban

ATy nce The depiction of
the R&M represertative i iathmandu and
the assertion that Al Qaeda smuggled 17 kol
R vt the adrcradt in the Nepabese capital
bath beggar belief, And, finally, a5 the seres
itself acknowledges, the names of the
Fakistani terrorist Ahumed Omar Saeed Sheikh
and Mushtan Ahmeed Zargar of the Kashmin

Then came the hijacking of
1C B4 which took the
Indian agencics by surprise,
That Pakistan, the IS and
nvolved

its proxies were
was, of course, not difficul
o Fathom and it did not
take long for the terrorist

the Harkae-ul-Mujahideen
(FiuM) — amel the principal
actors — whose primary
MOEIVaton was to secure
the release of Maulana
Masowd Azhar, chief
propagandist of the HuM
incarcerated in ajailin
Jammu = to be identified

€k Sosikemar
termrist organdsation Al Limar Mujahideen,
were specifically included inthe listof termo
ists he hijackers w At e el |
atthe behestof the ‘»]u\lmlh[umlnm‘dﬂul
te twist the knife once India’s helplessess
became olwvious,
The shortcomings of films and senies ke
I BI4: The Kandahar Hijack which claim o
b “imeired by real events”, bt end up pre-
senting a misleading and distorted version
u!l\\lll(y. are related o a common malaise:
Hall-baked research, This, in turn, raises the
related jsswe of the progressively tighter re-
strictions imposed on the retired personnel
of our intelligence and security agencies who
avie been barred from writing on subjec
pertaining o their specialised domains with-
out prior vetting by the organisations in
which they served, These blanket resrictions
are counterproductive, for they discourage
hel domatiln i i

i the p
lic on rmatters inwhich the latter have alegit-
imate interest, Short of divalging sensitive
operational detalls, especially sources and
miethods, the disclosure of wiich is likely
have an adverse impact on national security,
retired personnel of our intelligence and se-
curity establishments should be encouraged
to express their views, perspectives and
unigue instghts in public without inhibition,
A policy to the contrary risks Empoverishing
the public discourse on matters vital to our
national security,

Thewriter is @ former special secremry
in the Research & Anmlysis Wing
Wiews expressed are personal

Government is not the nation

Constitution helps we, the people, to distinguish between the two

MANO] KUMAR JHA

JUST TWO YEARS short of the country
Anch Independence Day s perhaps the right
(e mnn to think through the contempo-
rary and more importanthy
wilful misunderstanding of patriotism in
our part of the world. It is alse an oce n
to unpack the apgressive clamour around
deshibhake but displaying litthe care about
the substance withinit,

The historian Eric Hobsbawm argued
that nations without a past are contradic-
vions in terms, What makes a nation is its
past. The |ustilication for a nation against
others is derived primarily from the past,
Hobsbawm can be relied upon to kno this,
After all, it is historians who produce the
past, However, Hobshawm probably could
not foresee that once produced, the nation-
alism project moves beyond historan s} and
their cralt’s control. He probably could not
also imagine in his kang engagement with
arademia and people’s movements that a
time would come when paoliticians with
counterfactual inclinations would emer;
the world over and prop up their had-it-
been-au version of history against estab-
lished historical facts.

My adm here s not m ger into the nitty-
gritty of a historian's craft but to share some
of my own insights into bow patriatism is
being imagined and performed in these
fraught times, In Incia, the madern nation-
alism project tosk sha peduring the freedom
trugle, i was moulded by the valses that
inspired the movement — truth, non-vie-
benice, liberty, inclusiveness, and progress,

Though one could go on and add a few
dozen more values, [deas and impalses, it s
important to recognise that these values
were not impasitions from above but that
they prevailed through countryside meet-
ings, street conversations, political ralli
anid demonstrations for over five decad
These are, .mmlw v.uuh that :me!hluugh

Inetia, have ot shicd away [om the path of
democratic resistance, Many of us need no
help to remember the tactics used during
the Emergency, Similar tactics are being
employed now by the current regime,
Sometimes shouted through megaphones,
sumetimes as dog whistles, Sometimes
1r<:m :rlrww:n studios and at other times
wi

inthe
fiberty, equality, and fraternity for nm'l the
constellation that lit up the earfy hours of
the morning sky over the young republic,

per networks,

A\;um u[n.lu:n.lhsln,guuknl Loy partic-
wlar ideals and values, won us our freedom,
‘We created a nation, However, patriotism

The {: b people an “ldea
of India" that was ot singular bt a roolbox
of ideas of India. 1t never believed in magon-
tarian ideas of nationatism because the civil-
isational ethos of India always remained an-
rithetical to such interpretation. Using this
toalbow of ideas, we, the peopleof India, were
ahle to forge a modern and progressive na-
tion, bringing together extraordinarily di-
werse communities, Our love and affection
for the narkon so produced is patriotism,

With the Constitution in our hands, we,
the people of India, know how to distin-
guish the nation i b

Listains us, Patriogiem, felt as a decp bove for
o society and cubiures, makes us a better
peophe, Farriotism, manifested as |hmh|||;,

the government will conflate questioning it
with critiguing the naton and put such in-
dividuals behind bars.

Inthe 78th yearof our uuk'p«.'n(hux(' we
must have a football fleld of a distance be-
tween “loving your government” and Jov-
ing vour nation”®, Holding the govemment
accountabbe i the people is the hallmark of
true patrintism. By questioning and chal-
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

" Itis incumbent on our leaders o better fumiliarise themselves with LGETOQLA+
podices so thar they are not out of step with thelr younger and more progressive

electorate and with the rest of the workd

=THE KATHMANDU POST

Five sutras for
digital infrastructure
As the digital world becomes increasingly

complex, need for dependable solutions has never
been greater. Citizen Stack fills the gap

MITABH KANT AND
MADHUMITHA PREMA
RAMANATHAN

INDIA'S REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT of
ower B0 per cent financial inclusion within
Just xix years has gamered global acclaim,
especially asabeacon of hope for the Global
South, This feat demanstrates how India
has successhuly achieved digital and finan-
il inclusion at scale for over a billion pea-
ple, Consequently, a ey highlight of the
G0 summit in New Delhi in 2029 was the
emphasis on digital public infrastructure.

India's G20 task foroe recently released
acomprehensve report outlining a global
strategy for digital public infrastructure de-
viebopme i, The coustry now shoulders the
responsibility of enabling
wide to achieve digital sovereignty, fiman-
clal inchusion, and self-reliance,

A this vision unfolds, the digival land-
scape is bustling with diverse stakehodd-
ers — lrom private enterprises and g
ernment  bodies to  non-profit
enganisations and think tanks — all striv-
ing to develop and |1mmr|hI their DPI so-

swarld-

platform design ensures that it can o IH'I m
e di needs af avast p
maintaining stringent u\ul\lyulnlu‘uhlu
protect user data and privacy, By acting as
am auditor, itguaraneees that the DRt cer-
tifies are reliable, secure, and beneficial o
the public,

In an era where digital solutions are
profiferating and promises abeund, the
ability to icbentify a truby reliable and orig-
inal plarform is crucial Citizen Stack offers
saLrance. 1t is not just another 0P so-

e Stack fus formukated five guid-
ng principles, or sutres, These principles
serve as the benchmarles forevaluating the
nvtegrity ane efficacy of DIl sohutions,

One, uphold the citizens' relationship
with the market and the state, Ensure that
the digital infrastructure is free from
adverse Influences that could diston
this relationship,

Tw, safieguard clrizen empowerment
and privacy, Implement a consent-based
system for sharing data, prioritising indi-
widlual empowerment and data privacy,

Three, prevent Jock-in by competing
maonopolies, Ensure interoperability o
prevent citizens from being trapped by
manopolistic entities.

Four, techne-legal regulation, Combine
public technobogy and law to govern ethi-
cal tech wse, ensuring innovation, security,
and societal rights in the digital age.

Five, |1u|1[|l plus private innovation,

lutions, Amiel this
twi fundamental quest |||l|s irise: Huw
canwe discern authentic and reliable Ds
Irom the multitude of offerings? And, cru-
clally, what distinguishes a “good DP"
from a “had DP"?

In the many digital public ullr.:-.lrur-

(4} thrmgh prbsic and pri-
wvae sector collaboration, while avalding
domination by corporate interests, Thee fu-
e roadmiap shoulbd be driven by public
oo, noteorporate monapalies, Technoksgy
Emplementation should prevent exploita-
i by state or corposate actors

tures, the challenge lies in id au-
thenticity and maintaining |f.~ core
essence of the practice. A good DP should
harmonise technology with socketal needs,
ensuring security, scalabdlity, and inclusiv-
iy, As we navigate these complex land-
scapes, the principles of authenticity and
Ticdedivy remmain our guicding kg

The Clrizen Stack emerges as a trusted
ecowystem rooted in the proven success of
the Inclia Seack, India Stack, a comprehen-
stve digital infrastrscture platform, has al-
ready demonstrated its efficacy and secu-
ity oman unprecedented s ing crver
a hillion citizens, This established founda-
tion lends Citizen Stack adistincr advantapge
in terms of credibility and reliability,
However, what truly sets Citizen Smck apart
tsits role as a regulatory body or auditor, not
amanufacturer of DPls. It certifies and au-
ihenticates DPls, crouring they meet strin-
geni standards of quality and security,

A thee digital world becomes increas-
ingghy compley, the need for dependable DR
solutinns has never been greater, Citizen
Stack, endorsed by the Government of
Inclia, stancs as a paragon of ecellenoe and
Jlllht'lllnlw in this domain, lln\uqu s
A tovgquality and il
ness that few can rival

The Citiven Stack’s model is not just
about technological proveess; itembocies
A hodistic approach todigical infrastrocture
that priaritises security, scalability, and in-
clusivity, The Citizen Stack-approved DPE

The ciplesa
tiable. !\ I‘JI‘I must meet all these eriteria o
be classilicd as a "good D", While coun-
tries iy choose tadopt DP1s that Gall short
on ane or more of these principles, Citizen
Stack remains committed t advocating for
DiPts that uphold these high standards,

Clrizen Stack represents a commitiment
o excelbence in digital infrastructure, mir-
rering the trust and reliability found in the
mst respected and time-tested practices.
Inthe rapidly evolving landscape of digital
pubdicinfrastriscture, it stands our as a bes-
con of integrity and innovtion, ensuring
that diggital solutions serve the public good
while aclhering to the highest standareks of
security and inclusiviey,

A arvance intoan imcreasingly dig-
btal future, the principles and practices ex-
emplified by Cittzen Stack will be crucialin
building and maintaining the trust neces-
sary for widespread adopeion and sucoess
Whether through the harmonkoues halance
achieved via India's ancient gift of yoga or
the moderm offering of digital public infra-
structure — both selflessly given to the
worlel — authenticity, quality and reliabi-
Ity serve as essential loundations that un-
derpin our societies, India is dedicated o
enhancing this model of fidelity for the
benefit of the global commamity.

Kot 5 Indlfin’s G20 Sherpa and former
NI Ayog and Ramanathan i @ OF
advacmte for Citizen Stock

et

September 7). The boost to a
i ip with Singapore
e ﬂw 1 Inclea's rising ecanomic heftand
place inworkd affairs. Adding a new di-
mension to Prime Minkster Narendra
Modi's eastward trip was a visit o oil-
rich Brune, which may give impetus for
collaborative effort in the cracal semi-
conductor secor, wiich is godng o de-

lenging wrong and arbitrary g nt
actions, citizens ensure that their country
remains true o the ideals and values that
shaped this nation. The first step in this di-
rection would be to not accept propaganda
by the government af face value,

forour shared future, makes

This regime has, unfortunately, Iurnml
narionalism into a 247 spectacke whipping
up thie baser instincis of people. The game-
muasters work 4 frenzy nod only among the
willing and the relucrant players but also
amnng the spectators, The objective of this
g |5 simpbe - ungueestioning loyalty and
ol submission, This is epposed to the pa-
umm vabues of the freedom struggle which

1the nt. The
Constiturion gave us a clear and unmistak-
able understancding rhat we are soveredgn,
Whenever a government elected by us
sought bovalty and devotion, we, the peo-
ple of India, were rightly alarmed, Even
when it was posed as a test of our patriot-
sm, we, the people of India, did not flinch
once before renounscing such efforts. As and
when efforts have been made to dilute or
take away our rights, we, the people of

| our nation but stay troe o the shape
of electoral palitics, For spectators, it also
provides endiess distraction froam comstine-
tional ideals and values.

There are no prizes for the winners ei-
ther, While the players are immersed in the
game world, a timily member may have lost
their job, a qualifying exam paper may have
leaked, and the size of the thali may have
shrunk, But the penalties are aplenty,
Following one or the ather draconian Law,

e |5 inefficient, cormupt,
o harmiul, it undermines national intere:
Apartisan and divisive govermment is not in-
terested in the well-betng of the nation: itls
interested in trimming the nation down toa
size to fit its narrow ideology. By working
against the ideals and values that forged this
great nation, it is undoing the nation itseld,
W must acknowledge & a collective that a
true patriot cannot wish harm on some
members ofwe, the people of India, True pa-
triots care deeply about the well-being and
rogress of their nation, the whole nation.

Let us pay heed w ourfirse prime minis-
terwih warned that majoritarianksm in the
cloak of nationalism is a dangerous ploy
which has the potential to desour the foun-
dational values of the nation itsell

The wiriter is Member of Porliament,
Rejywir Seabehvar, Rershurwiya Janota Dl

fine s going to mive for-
ward in several break-through
technology areas. Additional agree-
ments signed durm‘l1 I'\t Madi's visit,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

gnals, the Indian Maoist movement has
omly brought misery for those whom
thee insurgents claim to fght for, The
earlier they realise the futility of their
ideology and work towards using
spaces i the Indian democratic system
o articulate concerns, the better it
ol be for the tribals whe are caught
in this crossfive between security forces
and the Maois

[Khodan Das, Kok

INDO-CHINA DISPUT:

THIS REFERS TO the artiche, 'Ab a strate-
gic cossroads’ (1E, September 7,

o digital technok il
healih, underscores the mulltl.n‘r.'m!
marure of this parinership,

S8 Paul, Motk

FUTILE ACTIONS
THIS RE kj TOthe artiche, 'Ilhasupnw

s having been killed in
ami-Naxalite operations by security
fowces in 2024, this year has beena ma-
jor sethack to the left-wing extremist
movement in india, The success in tak-
ing on Manists i also a consequence of
the weakening base of support for the
insurgents as intelligence isa vital com-
ponent of the operations. The insur-
gency and the counter-operations have
taken a huge toll on the tribal popala-
tion. Far from reaching any of its lofty

China's b and bullying tactics
are frequently depboyed o further its
policy of expansionism and domina-
tion, Pakistan remains in tow o harm
India's nterests at LoC and the interna-
ticmal fora, Thowgh China professes that
it will resolve the dispured [ssues by
mutual cooperation and mutual re-
apect, it does not move inthat direction,
More than twenty meetings have
ended without any conclusion. India s
in the process of strengthening the LAC
and it rmay take three years tomatch the
Chinese, So long as the rade balance,
ame 1o ten, is heavily tilted in China's
fwvour, it won't care to attend to coad
other lashpoints, The situation is com-
plex, both hostile neighbours need (o
B reined in in the strategic, economic,
peditical, social and diplematic sphere
Subrhashy Valed, New Dyt
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LET IT PLAY

Delay in release of ‘Emergency’, the film, is disturbing. It points
toa troubling ease with powers of censorship
ANY EXCESSES AND horrors marked the 21-month-long intermegoum
wwhen Incia’s robust democ rm \msput nn hnklhythr Indira Ganehi
"‘W I'lmle | massar-

1l " " 5l

ceptions, by Inslllul.lum that were meant to be guardrails mlnwlmﬂmlmnmm

and At s core, th 197577, wias a violation of the soclal contract en-
;InlnnlInlhrommwm.mntmlmllmlshnmllir.!Ilmyand!mspm.illmllrmhlc
It i, therefore, a trowtding oy that a fi
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WorbLy WisE

L SPEECH 1S THE WHOL
BALL GAME, FREE SPEECH IS LIFE ITSELE,

THING, THE WHOLE

— SaLman RUsiD

against protestors, urges reframing of citizen action

peaceful protest

InR G Karcase, Court cautions state on putting its might

SHAHRUKH ALAM

1M A DISTINCT departure from recent tradi-
Hair, the Supterrie Cout (SC) of lndia diode to
acknowledge “nation-wide protests” and atl-
dress "lusiwes that the protests have brought
tothe Rm.-dmm rldnm.urdamm proceed-
ferola I
Tor at RG Kar Mednl(o\lm:.md Hospital in
Kolleata, thus choastng to rmoognise the “agita-
toms and protests as a moment of national
catharsis” and worthy of institutional re-
spanse, Thu b an opportunity to revisi the

whiose leaders lay elatm bo the proud legacy of the arduus sirjggle that wmwmww
bcmg mlhvdwhmll:lhr wcklru;thc redease of a mowle about that dark period,

thorry hipthat the courts, and pub-
lic opinion generally, have had with wide-
spread public protests in the recent past,

In the present case, the pnpuinrprmull.

Ever s h, Enmergency — directed and
BJI'MI'nuwluR.aurl wihoalso plays Indira Gandhi in the flm = has been altlmucnm-ur
areport in thi nn\.u\'u.IMEtlﬂlﬂjBudlUDn'”mEmlﬂmlm
(CHRAC) had cheared the fikm for UA{with i it thiee cuts

and a fact-check on disparaging mmmmam hdl.\.lr.l!ndlmmhlurd Mixon .md

sesual assaule and murd er of a
trainee doctor inside hospital premises. The
pruesome murderwas follawed allegedly by
aseries of kpses and procedural Breaches by
the hospital and the investigating authorities.
um: Irlt:lunhm was an attermpt todeflect

‘Winston Chaschill, The !
Sikeh bosdies, especially the ﬁhlmn-unl ruulwm Fatfmrmk Committee (SGPC), objected
tox Ermergency on th i it beachers, aric

Itmisreprosents

can case religious disharmony A PIL has also been moved in the Penjab & Haryana High

dhility: wehich resulted ina
puibalie ouiery. Itwas the brutality of the mur-
der and, exjually, the pereeived abduracy of
the authorities that made people angry and

cmum‘immlxnunlhrﬁlmmrqullwul|Immwh|1m1lwquc:tlnnM|r—l:l‘mm brought theim oo the stroets.
he ser ".., oo, carnot b cited as aneasan. Folitically ) Im!\_rlinslhfnrgmlllwlmunl_rlmncmml
e suby practicaily Hintoa fi with movies ke Uri: The the I been this
.ﬂngfmlﬂuﬁr ﬂmlcmlmlrﬂlr;and wmm hr‘acLsumc-uf:hcdnmmmHnmdtl :m1ﬁ,‘m‘gg’:uw:('gm‘ o ::E,_
e quar- lace, The court
teers that found their depicti be service of a particular pokit- did ik, hmwvvrmmrmpl.nc“:nmiun—
vy, bt i, theen, "|3|t5,ﬁ,m.umm.pm|;|mml alitles” — the point where several “marngins”

.myw-thuym i
that June 25 wiuld be marked as Samwvidbhan Hatya D ~ but has few qualms about
wielding some of the same powens of censership that ran amesk in that persod. MP Ranaut
has recently run foul of her party over her lovse statements about the farmers’ protests, The
Ll]l‘hwdlwnhlnﬁ_\righulumlmﬂladphnmmlun agalnst a member within and through
Eutwhether her fl e o saene or art to othens — these
.\lrral\ﬂa:hcmzﬂcncrmldu- n'r:hﬁlrm(mdumurumwnmamndm: neude
e webat 1 art, 1 Ranaut's
\-mmsmnnnrnlnnnld-ﬂcI1utmrcl,uahclmummmnnrnh-m.ww—and other par-
tes [kabee thee artist, their art and their p
1 I o ke i and the CHFC would al
e the tale of Kl mnmmnlm q:lmunlmuluhlwmhycandmm;h.mncd
and later the d 10fi acriminal case, The movie became
anexample of a thin- wln'dpulnn the han serving todo more damage than a rdease could
have. That facet of the Emengency mast i be repeated with Emerngency.

BUILDING ON SUCCESS

Swachh Bharat Mission shows what is possible by sustained
intervention and schemes going beyond their initial targets
HE BLILDING OF around 11 erore individual howsehald latrines under the
Swachh Bhiarat Misslon [SBM) has averted EU.UUD—?D.UDD inliit deaths an-

cho el

mually, according o studdy published in th Jourmal
MNarure, That shouldn't come as a surprise, Open def
of water and food Jon, besides discase lssion through the fecal-oral route,
I linis nvturm, lead g cled limadak I mutrients. NFHS data

shows the percentage of Indlan householkds with no tollet Tacility falling from 55 to 30 be-
tween 2005-06and 2015 16, The deckine was sharper and withina shorter period i 15 per
cent i the 2019-21 survey, enablid by subsidised provision of toilets at scale under SEM
laanchied in October 2004 by the Marendra Mo government. There may be questions over
afficial claims of Indla hrcumlrwnpcn defecation-free. But rrdu:tlnn:n Infant nnd child

Intersect. Lifi at this intersection, where sev-
eral Farms of discrirmanation and exchusion
overlap, becomes most valnerable, Imagine
\ﬂl|l1c‘rﬂh|l‘ylu sexuial amuh and HCESS 10
Justice froen th wewola
wirks in the ummnlsﬂi sector and is type-
i iy "ol imimilggrant™ whio s homeless
and has a physical or mental impalrment. I
therewere to be an assault an such aworman,
hinw waonilel public openion form ? Wolkd ber
alleged status.as an “llegal [ mmigrant” over-
"ﬂ the fact of Ihzlsc‘;“ualmﬁlnnd lack
of any state response? Would protests tode-
mand justice for such a person be deemed
anti-national? The court, in this mstance, has
not includied within its ambit rape on the mar-
fyins and hew state anc soclety react to those

As the court cautions the
state from putting its might
against protestors, it night
be oo time to gquestion
the forms that such state
action takes: Sometimes, it
simply dismisses a cause as
fake or motivated, and
chawses not to engage with
it ias happened with the
farmers’ or wrestlers'
proveses); at other times, the
state actively delegitimises
protestors as ‘birvani
caters’, ‘wrban naxals’ and
‘andolanjeevis’, and follows
this up with lathi charges,
arvests and prolonged
criminal prosecutions,

I lence, But the  “Wiryani “urk 1" aned “andolan-
h dview, which i Ivi-  Joowis™ and follows thisupwithlathi charge
olence in the s asa problemolall  arrestsand prolonged criminal p Litfosis
warmen, the court has lmied {rsell it a paar- hasalso d hed |

tewikarcontext |t has framed issues only in e
lathon to monitarng viskence agakne health-
care professionals on hospital premises,
Mareover, the directions seeking to make
haspitals safer for health professionaks are fo-
cused on greater policing and incroased sur-
vdlhnu: Friskingand armed g.lmh.lhmpl-

"protestors” and the "mob” of hecklers that
came o bireak the protest, and has chastised
the palice for retreating as goons vandalised
property and itimidated proteston.

This ehain nl'mnh s !.tmilur. mn.md
akin tovigil
llmmwlm-mpmmru[urlrlng“lralmls".

ieaction
o thc probbem of vaulnm- Aermative re-
sporses would requidre informed delfsates on
public health spending, healthcare workers'
rights and transparency of treatiment proto-
cols, The court Insmmﬂ.ﬂly taken a poticy
decisian, fi
e eathser prssibibities for swsterndc change,
Hewever, the SC order has provided open-
Iregas o related faues. |t validates the lmpor-
tance of media reports ina context where the

(] Iw!m'cihlg-I dlammﬂlc protests, Often, o
thee past, the police has et protestors to the
ety of such mobs, or wsed disproportion-
ate foree themsehves, for example attacking
studdents in libraries anc hostels, Bt their un-
Idnclest cut has been bo llame and prosecute

The state may, in its defence, wy 1o :Iutm—'
puitsh "goad" pratests and protestors from
"bacl " ones. It might claim that inthe latber case,

pie sk Canniot st state

p 1ot peace ful Bui
P Inth

;
thecour’

The state's res| Inthe ften bieen
to discourage reporting from contentious
protest sites, even toarrest jourmalists for try-
gyt incite violence.

But the mixnt important endorsement by
the court is er.mhthrh.-iprlmuyd peace-

et case, of the Indian Mecical Association’s
withdrawal of medical services in protest,
whichmay!: dans i privides

s space o rethink good bad protests, 1tisol-
ton the state and statist media that l'ram:s

ful pmlms It P e hear-
Ingg: “Leet not the power ol the state: be un-

nnrnmlmmalbaslu !tla.ﬂmnnm:hr ur

leashed on praceful protestors, Peaple [an|
speaking to the media to communicate thelr
Vit I:lusdc.ﬂwhlhrm\thham.udul
ol s atime of |

gations about certaln protests belng in bad
I.1|th vluirm or dmupmr The Couts have

This nay be our cue to attend tothe pres-
ent mrmﬂu:lnn.ﬂ ertsix, where illegal and se-
lectively Tt

beer
Hartate state action upon pmn-mmluncdm
unpruvm ablegationsof violence, Public opin-

tors has become normalised. Courts have
s virprye "

uﬂ-rum nlral [’eﬂml!nlu

Ihr I.wwulpm:st - u:w th.ﬂdnm I |ml,p~

v
tons by governiments against In-
) i i

m

Bl g

m|hrb.nla ul|hemu-'=

the court canstions the state from put-
g frs mlght agabn protestors, it might be a
goad thime toguestion the forms that such ac-
tion takes: Sometimes, it simply dismisies a
causse as lake or motivated, and chooses not
toengage with it [as happened with the farm-
e oF wiestlon' protests | at other times, the
state actively delegitimilses protestors as

disrmissal of them, or even on pubilic opiion.
Mary protestors remaln in jall years after
theevent. Thisorderseescitizen action differ-
ently. It may open up the space for criminal
cases against protest beaciers to be takenupall
tojgether, suo matu, and re-examined,

e writer 5 0 Supreene Court advecare

KI-HNVRM]ANUID

Isw.l 15 SINKING i the guicksand udlhc
thcwul nCiagasoe
hie hostagge o
Iran-Hezboll “-I‘!m.ul'I I

1
there ts
anclis

by
lattor, and long- tme allies are tined, Such ex-

i : heen p

ot TseCUent ACCEY it up 4o n sacict
thence — and!ndumlu-Mervs:udylus.mﬁlslwd %t?:rﬂﬁ;lmmm{?’ﬁ?ﬁﬂ;;
Mareover, it isn't just earty child | e Eguiall and governiment areat odds

tantar m:lu[lm\llnﬂu-fnh\m].md wunq[mmqht for-leight L These are, m.m
aresult of both inadequate nutrition and poar at dlarrhiea, cholera
anel typhotd attacks caused by contaminated food and water. That's where a natbonal san-

Itation programme like SEM could have .llr.lmlunmtm' mle iluns with the Jal jeevan
Mission, The latter, which Sriking water thioug
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within: The army
abont the Gaza war, \mvl‘.aliam thedefonce
minister, is speaking against Prime Minister
Benjamin Metamyahu for abandoning
hentiages, shifting the goatpasts of thewar, and
niat making a political decksion about what
will come after Hamas in Gaza, Gaflant ancl
uthn‘ u:m.ﬂn- agency heacls no longer hide

strated district-level mlin au:;;wl'!uprr
lowertng of infant and under-five mortality rates, Similar mllnl thmhulsls.\n: pmiﬂc
whien SHM \rdlcmarr- 1 with that of univer

it has made impl ation of schemes at e ane

wintel

thes

T!m isanotherimmediate cause lor con-
cern against the current govermment and its
palicies in the West Rank, The army bs fight-

The Mo
of Ilal:ryqlgmlums Sorme — notally SBM and Jan Dian — have been sucoesses. Untvrsal
access to bank accounts J\.\mntunhr.\llmw:d subsichy and wellare paymcmslnhc hireetly
transferred to beneficiaries, but al it Hirital trarsact] i LAY andl other
mitile-hased protocols, ‘inllrL\inr .|II arr. Iuln'wnr Aot fust atout cnsunmdmw. they
acldress amajor patlhway f Incian: o en-

tuat have e el

ugh
tene Bt there are, equally,

cardiu Mmecl'fmhm-n\yumﬂrualhwn‘ UIulmMy i'sa malncrdsumhrdin

Freeze FRaME EP Unny

(el TRE 1
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Inganather mind-war agabnst the seaclis who
live b various settlerments kn the West Bank
Tor attacking and killing the Palestinians, The
head of Shin-Bet (the itemal intelligence of
Israed} has called these attacks Jewdsh terror-
Ism and askoedd for the irmmecdiste intenention.
of the Prime Minister against his coalition
partaers. This lsan fssue that Netamyahudoes-

n'twant te address because he fears the gov-
ernment's collapue, His coal s, like

THE WAR WITHIN ISRAEL

Netanyahu's handling of Gaza crisis has led to unprecedented public unrest

Israel Fancied itselfasa
Waestern, developed,
demoeratic and modern
state, and more or less that
ambition was fulfilled,

]

state solutionand unilaterally change the sta-
tus gpuie in Jerusalen over rebigious places,
These developments are lar more desta-
Inilisting foor bsraae s ratbomaal security and s war
management in Gaza. In the middie of ssch
domestic chaos came the news of the dead
Imﬂln nrlhrlmmmn Gz whowere ex-
cou u I I rrival ol the
lseacl] arrmy, The !I.t hust.ma survived their
captivity for almost 11 manths nthe tunnels
of Gaea aned were to be freed if there was a
hostage deal in June or Juby. The news of their
dhiaths rrienved lakhs of seaelis,

anger agaknst Netamahu has been at an all-
time high since Dctober 7, He seems more
anxinus about the grosdng criticism of his wiar
pabicy by the army and particularly Gallant,
Can hecarry an with his maximilkist war pol-
bey inGara? If the military disobeys, can

(the last tiame he tried, he had o backtrack be-
cause of popular support for Gallant )7

It is.at war with itselfin the middle of
thee ongodng war with Hamas, Hezhallah and
Ir.unsmil; have growi complacent absonst

I oo prosests, around 300,000 peope in
Tel Awly aril 2,00,000 in ather ctles, agatnst
thee e miment this weebkend. lerael's kigest
labsour undon, Histadout. called for a general
national strike, which shut down abmoss all
sectorns of the cconommy and lsrsel s oy inter-
national airport for aday, Histadrut re presenty
rlmr to |.uomu wvrrmmﬂ workers [in-

political fights b i and

ular nationalists, They have been disen-
chanted with political leadership alter
itz hak Rabin and Shimon Peres as they
found noone with awision for a better future
ar asalution to the conflict with Palestinkans,
The army remains the last bastion of unity
and hope for the Israelis, Coubd the army take
overin lsr.trl fioe s time'? That is notan

clucking the di ats and

tioned abroad) in Israel, It acted against
Metaryatu when he wanted wo bring in judi-
rhlmlnnmnutwrmmndsmlmm;gl t

ks and

Now, the country r
its repional neighbours
with shaky and corrupt

Itamar Ben-Gudr, the current Minister of
National Security, keep provoking people to
tlefy the army and the police. He and some
other ultra-religious and natiomalist leaders
speak witheut any qualms against the iwo-

leadership, violent protests,
eroston of law and order,
religious extreminm,

and perpetaal

political instability.

thee e
wionus natbonal shutchown occurred after Yoay
Gallant, the defence minister, publicly ap-
posed the Prime Minkster for dividing the
country and the anmy.

The n.1lmlsmlw wmlyhr.tsay ml
a shutdown, Hewever, the Hostage .m:|
Missing Families Forsm can now get thou-
sands of people on the streets as the pubilic

he Middle East,
Bsrael fanc Iul:ucll asa Western, developed,
dermocratic and modern state, and more o
beas that ambition was [ulfilied. Now, the
eountry resermnbles its regional neighbours
with shaky and corrupt leadership, vielent
protests, erosion of liw and order, religious
extremism, and perpetual political instabil-
My, Israed has strong allies when it comes to
s waar with others, bt [t s more exposed
an vulnerable,

The rrdtier is profiessor and director, Centre for
Lrued Starelfes, firdal Schou of intermational
Affirtrs, 01 ind) Global University, Sonipat

SEPTEMBER 9, 1984, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

LD AGAINST ALLIANCE

Capital |ﬂr1l‘\"ﬁilmlﬂhﬂ|!m with the cen-

smiml. many PPy had anpmarhﬂl him to

Election st Fut he had
SPMALAVTYA, Lok Dal | secretary, came I he 1971 electoral rallsof the mlnl thaem that things could be sorted out at
out wlml the proposed alliance or uruml wtateasthe basic document for revisionofvet-— the bevel of PM bidira Gandhi,
Fromt o rhct._ s ers' lnu Tlu-;- met Home Minister PV
Lok £ab ol ventt e 31u bl cltathee e

party presichent Charan Singh has been hold-
Iny. ﬁ:rmaldlwmnnmr pmpumlwlm

rhuﬁnu:hrj artata, Congress (5), RSP and the
Jarmwacli Party.

AssAM VOTER ROLLS
ASSAMICHIEF MINISTER Hitestnwar Salkda and

on the comamd ssion’s proposals,

CONGRESS “TAKEOVER'

NTR Vs BHASKARA RAO

EVEN THOUGH A eampaign had been
hun:hrtlaylmmmamﬁn:n:ah.ﬁhm
wis |, alvaid i

strife, Rarea R apparently had reports of it

FM KHAN, who e s

take a fast at Ilil: NIEC (1) office, clalmed that
abenst 150 Congress (1) members of the Lok
Sabha were Frustraied over the increasing
“takeover” of the party Iy opportunises and

Hirie-ser thielast Parl

b the U5, He sent Back home a close adde, a
state ilnmlplmm ulﬂ':gn —wha :n:ldrntldly

hergovernment fell — to getan authentic re-
port about the revelt brewdng in the party
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CONTRAPUNTO

There's no clarity, There was
never meant to be clarity
“CHARLES BUKOWSKI

Step Aside, Ms Buch

High finance regulators like Sebi chief have a
special responstbility to stay above suspicion

adhabsl Purl Buch eame to the job of Sebl ehief with almaost
Mn Tulo around her - the first woman in this high profile,

high responsibility post, a bright finance pro from the
private soctor who can make the regulator less fusty. But when she
leaves office end of torm, o cloud of intense suspleion will have
veplaced the halo, The only way shie can change how this story ends
Is by voluntarily steppingaside, pending the resultsof an Impartial
Inquiry shoshould nsk for herself,

Most public office holders, and bisdeed many in high profile private
sector jobs, In this country view such a response as o strategie
defeat, But I you are not guilty - Buch hag insisted hor Anancial
transictions do not imply impropriety or conflict ol interest - stepping
aalde 18 a strategle win, It shows confidence. Stay ing on the job as
rrore and more questions of integeity swirl around, stiengtheons
pereeptions that something s off But the bigger reason Buch should
take thiscourseof action s that it bsexpected of o person tasked with
keoping markets cloan.

Rogulatory jobs in high Dnanee have
nosharper version of the Caesar's Wit
preineiple budlt into them. Even susplelons
about the possibility of a conflict of
Interest miviat be avolded by those with
power over market rules, The very
mature of Buch's job demands that she
stops doing it for now, These who argue
ngainst this will point out that so fae
markets haven't displayed nervousness
contred aro Hegations against the

Sobl ch

QUICKER THE CLIMB 5% HARDER THE FALL

THE TIMES OF INDIA
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2024

Kamala Vs The Crazies

US social media game has changed since 2020, Trump is no longer acing it. But weird right-wing
disinformation is still thriving. seeding doubts that will be consequential if Harris wins by a narrow margin

Jefiray Layne Blevins

Kamaln  Harrls's nomination  hos
eyl e Diocratle Party's sockal
wiene b oaowoy that we have
0 alnce Obamn's prosidential
eampnigns in 2008 and 200L Her
campolgn's TIKTok necount boasty
o vt dm Tl bawors, engaging younger
basedinOhlo g with viral content. At the smne
tlme on X, the Hareis campalgn sccount bs stoadily
tredling Tox Repubillenn rival on s daily basls

A whn LU was Twintor, used (o be Trump's ac (i the
social medla gaiee, where "the Don™ I8 now clearly
-hpmnu.i\m'l el o Tiknown van ity platfor m, Trath
whikch dovetalls with
Aesncly doeling inusers this voar:
Crump el n'nH-rI Trurh Socinl after being kicked off
Twither, for ineitig the vislence that ocourred ai the
U8 Capltol on don 0, 2021, while the LS Congress wo
Arying to covtify e 2020 presddential slection rosualts
wh his politieal ally Elon Musk scquinsd
chonged |18 name 10 X, and restored
Trump's seeount, he bs bound by an agresmont
with his own company to post any campilgn:
rolated pnouncements st on Troth Social.

The nggzingg performimses of Trikmp's medin
business and soclal medin compaigning
cormes whilo the bromdor pelitleil uvdscape
15 ghifthg awiy o him, Democrits have
.u| ||r|s||\|||! rallbid around Harels, ina way
seeur during Hillary Clinton'y
mh p presiidency.

AL thie s i, some Bopubillenns,
such as Sentor Mitt Romoey, have
Begundistonelog themselves from Tramp's
whaolly insubstanstinted claims Gt
Rteloct lon was stolon from him, Others,
sich s former US represoniatives Liz
Clemiry vl Aclam Kl inger, Tuowe goas s
far a formally sndorsing his Democratlc

don't have n ension, Seeond, on the v sy
thon that more questions about Buch may surface, markets may
vespond with apprehension IF the quantum of suspleion hits o
tipping point,

Thereare already three sets of questions on potential conflict of
Interest aroumd three difforent business entities - Adanl group,
Wockhardt, ICTC- that were put under the regulatory lens by Buch-led
Sebl Perhaps, Buch's actions in all cases wore free of any bins, s
she has insisted. PBut the best way 1 nonstrate that is by allowing
an impartial inguiey to look into Sebi's workings, And a Buch-free
Sobl s precondition for afnlr probe.

Buch may be summoned by umentary committes. That'sa
good thing. In fact, Partinment, lke US Congress, should question
regrlators aften, But Parliament doesn't have the power to ask Bueh
o step astde, 1F she can't find in herself the moral courage todo the
right thing, then govt should step lnand do it

Up With The Bes

Our para athletes’ great showing at Paris is a rentinder
of need to ereate more disabled-friendly spaces in India

testament to the calibre and dedication of owe para athletes,

- With 29 medals - 7 gold, 9 silver and 13 bronze - our contingent
dellvered its best ever performnnce, Fven more heartening s the
fact that as many as 10 women bave done India proud. Bach medal
winner represents an extraord inary story of triumph in the face of
addversity Take Sumit Antll, He repeated his Tokyvo performance,
winning o gold in men's jovelin (F64). Ditto o
shooter Avanl Lekhara, who became the frst
Ind fan woman toowin two Paralympie gold,

Performance turnaround | Parks also
relterates how qulckly a couniry's sporting
r fortunes can change. As recently s London

2002 and Rio 2008, India had bagged just one and
‘ h Tour medals, respectively |tn‘.'rl'll!Jir‘l| funding
and provision of resources by the Centre and
corporate bodies has clearty made all the difference, This must be
careied further since India particlpated in just 12of the 22sporting
categories at Paris,

India’s unfriendly environment | Ambdst this suecess, lot us
not forget what our parn sthletes have had to battle, bosides
disability, to win glory, For, India romains a disabled-wnfriondly
eouniry The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Aet, 2006 sought
to make all public spaces disabled-friendly in five years, but its
implementation has been far from sathsfactory, The Centre has
ovencut budgetory outloys for schemes undor the Act, 1tishordly o

prise then that private bulldings and transport systems have
fariled to fall in line, even in metro elties p coss of our parn
nthlotos should sorvi as o reminder that i this would not
Just allow persons with disabilities to give their best but it s also
what the country owes them.,

Hello kitty

On (not) being a childless cat lady in US
Rosa £ Soto

IIH”ﬂ'h exeellont porformance ot the Parls Paralymples |s

3

SV s god (Eal] wronge I0s actuadly haed to beachildhss
el lady In Americn. §iried putting in papers to adopt, me a
f heee page questionnaine with every crazy questhon you ean
Urnmgine, and got 1odd that tey would not adopt out Kithens 1o
ot witheut athar anbmals or kids

Ty i helpfilly palnt oot st nll thele availalio cats and

Kittens are posted on the Chance ot Life Cat Rescue w
1ol chweh thom out there. They mentionsd that Ween, for
btk fivemante b 1o
Bt than e e Kbeker. They sabd that sinee | hisd neothircats ol home, i
approved, they hoped [would conmider popting two, Perhogs Ween and one ol
her siblings, Chickades or Forrest.
Thetr philosophy 8 it Kittens and cats should be with o sibling or
. plymnte, The saly timie they wbopt out cnts separately ks whon
m‘. somonnie alrendy has o cat | the Bome or ey hives col that prefers
o ey 1o be an anly cat, Heve s what they sald; "Rinens and cats
-,u}\ with playemites are loas lomely and don't got bared which moeans ks
Theely fo gt indo troulle,”
This e e foe] ke Mu Brown from the show Murphy Brawn, Back
A LR, when Ehant wllst, consciously decidod o sea oy on
Pt ey, macinen otk 1y Lo Kl 08 foe a broalodown of Tunlly
witluwes Hha saded o predme-time charoetor “suppossdly™ spltombsing “today's
intelligent, highly paid professionnl wonasn™ ought nol be “mocking (
Importance of fathors by bearing a chilid alone and calling It ust anoth
ylo ehobee”, In rosponee, [ the ghow, Peown sohooled Guiyle, (it his
defindtion of farmily was palifully wnfaie whin millions of childeen wers
Erowingup in non-tr wlitional Tl bes. 180t hltlumnwm.
My frlondsl LT lahvelters thatdenot have such
i Fdieulous stipulation. One palnts ot II|||I wven U prbekly ome will got o
Titter with an odd mamber of Kittens! Another says that not all ents jgo by st
rutlen, And most cats aee loners bocause ey 're i comiditioned b live as paret
of o pock, Troally wanta black kit U've nover had one, So1F you hisarabaut one,
lirt me Ko,

challenger, Hurris. Lost weok, ek Cheney
alsoannounced thit he will vote for Harels, From
e Bepublican point of this I8 & stusiing
dlsgateh from a staunch consorvative who served o
VI to Goorge W Hush

But will his mnke o difTorence o e el
wloctlon resilis? The doubt arlses bocatise in many
other wiys, politles on soclal medin durlng this
campaign season looks o lot Tike i died in 2008, witha

profuslon of disinformstion from right-wing palitieal
fluencer

Tarright operatives e falsely cinimed
ot o wpartmet comples i Aarors, Colormdo lnd
Bewn overrun by a Veneeuola g Fox News bolsteved
these cliiing on 1ts cable network, aloig with Musk,
whille Tromp hins been citing the fakse nfo in canprlgn
spoochien. Together, they nre creathig an echochambeor
af disinformation, Intonded
o inflame  fears

i Lowe

aibout Blogal benmbgent o o LS,
Hesireh on socinl med i and politics s eraphically

demomstrated the power of these networks ol 1I|ulr|iur
mmtion online, As groups sl
messiges on sockil medla (even when it's Iulwd on
annubantan fted or misleading informatbom), it temds

(o] this apgrosch abone slmply  dos

1 i lgminite on partisan midla outlets and within
wxteomint pol itheal rhatoric, relly g it olbovability:

What makes this kind of disinformatbon even more
vk b bs Ut It plays heavily into the emotions of fear
amdd anger. My own most peeont research on digital
peditles ln an age of digital emotion. exanined the
ocontentof palitical posta on X for clues as o why cortaln
onon resonatod with Followors. What my oe-auiborami |
loirned 15 that rhetorieal s s employed by
Trump and farclght inluencers glnce 2008 rely on

powor of smotlon and hyperbole i eralting tholr
palitical nnd cuttural narratives. Amd they do s

w grvat eoffect, compired (o more rasoned
srifiaaf ilscourss,

Ther ool [head et aften tenda to ey e couiitor
mininformntion and byporbolic rhotorle with
gt L, et eontest, and man oWyl
not wiark,
wapecinlly within theourvent US pol it beal elimnto
o which wocinl medin users have hacdened
Idieologieal views

Sirvce deriding news media as “the o

poaphy 1 s pekised Biis followers o distrst
wxparts, journabiste and others. Permonal bolbefs and
omethons exprissod (n short soundbites and memes
oo o |Hkeky to resoniie with voters an the political
Flght,

e lesson thist Demaocrats mid the Horels canspalign
can fake from our study b that the most offective
socinl mwdla II1I‘I|||‘Iu1'r-| v b range of rhetorical
sttafegiestomak it krielil g
Innguage and hummu- “In addition to rational
v men wod loghe, So foe U e i compalgn seoms
Ny v embaneed Uil spprodch, sapeekally In it
une of humwur ad cldicule, which are powerful
wmot ve devices,

Sochal moedia will not deternsine thoouteome of the
P eleetion. but 1t will shape the Americ !
nerce i el IF the
collego resinles o o kiled by Abarr marghn bn Hi
favonr, it will be snsler fi rump's prosbetormined
elaims of eloction inforforence to resonnte, And this
will nelp the ddea thot the vote was somehow Tl
agningt him, 1o take hobd among the politieal right,
Howrvor, 18 Harrks enn win by o bargee marigin, 1 loss
Tikely that rank and file Repubdicans will filo
ol support Tramp's assertions of voter frawd,

Tl wewiter b an ndependent fairnalist and profiss
School of Publle gl Internattomal Affairs, Palversiy of
ittt

How To Get The Best Out Of Criminal Code’s New Idea

As community service gets included as a sentencing option in BNS, probate officers
can be made point persons for convicts awarded such reformative penalty

Vijay Raghavan and Saugata Hazra

Bharatiyn Nynyn
Sonhitn  (BNS)  hos
Inchwded  community
sorviee as an altor
il o lampr e
Introduekng o erly

L | The ke of camumnunity service
16t huwe offenders g IIiI olgh B programme as o
wontenoing opthon, whoreby o placed ko unpakd
postions with nonprofit or tax-supparied agencios
Lo i g AT ipmbers of hoaiey, 10 serve or work.,
withim adefined tnse Himit,

Inn I1| Wk, Supreme

it Tivil oo

njooy Nandin

e
sation to viotims of motor aceldonts whore vrhlrlr
e el ot T teneed, au ko hitand-run
©n dhefanlt, ho'dl v to andergo a year's simplo
lmprisonment. SC further ordered the oo
community servie yreatrs Kt the so
minisiry woul ult, he'dd have
unelergone simplo nprlsonmont for iwo yoars.

What It ks for | In BNS, the provision for community
suivlos npplios anly to potty offences ss of now, Guaniam
lnsn't been specified for any of the offences,
Broadly pix types of ollences can atiract commmbty
sirvico sentenclng - puldic dervanin engaglng in
unlawTul trade, pecsors falling toagpeir before s court
dlespite an order Lesued by 11, Arst-imers committing
theft of valiie lowor than 5000, parsons defamning,
1l|'|mk ersnns |||m||rl|\| public plocow, aml For
that intenid 1o pre pulil e sorvant
11mrularlmllr|nlr|I'||l\'

Wiho it is for | There oxl e Probation of
(HTendors’ Act, TG undor w Wit In affmeos
where msxhimum ¢ dboosn't amount to e
Imgarksanmient or dosth - hoave the bonefie of belng
rebeanid o ond of good behaviowr(uptotheee yoars)

ar under suporyinion of o probation offieer (P0), whi
Puinaed o nicler connrt Jurbsilhed lon,

While jranting sich re colirts arrive ot thelr
diseinian bosed on o pro-somt
mubenbt e by the FOThista
of offence, offender's sociooconombc and iy
Background. antocedents, and offendor's prospects of
rofiormnt il pehabiHtatbon, onee gublt i provod

Slivee o ramework fr alernatives to imgprisonment
I8 already provided for in the statutory reglme of
prabation, the safie imay b tided o Inelude o
ity soevieo, It can be an option
b e where max imum sentones |s
Niwa, or 0 ensen whete maximim

L yeurs or loas, and the offender ks a
first-time nlhlmlm o 0 yonith affender below npe 21

Far how long
comm ity servion onde
eonvlet opting for sueh
service in How of lmpr
sonment, I haubl spoclly
mumber of hours of
cOmmunity sorvice per
wenth Forn convict, Away
W v (o b ey lsed
10 culeulmte
printe by
hrurs o Judge ooy
awardl i lleu of
Imprisonimont

Thore'sconsldern ble vl
ton amaong countries in caleulating numbar of hours
of comiminity seivies for o seitonce, Finlond ases a
robool 1o i o of eachday of bmplsonment. Spain
wilpulntes B hours agalngt o day of nprisonment,
A lersnion vivim e ol heoes b arousd Smnd maximim
ot 750 hiiaes, as in Austealb, Anovdoer con spocily
ik number of hours per week,

Who'd be In charge | Such service cin include pegiilar
eonhselling, retraining, reentry Iate edueatlon, or
aitending deaddiction programmes, superyisisd by o

| The rondmap for implementation of o
an st with the

community service officer (CSO)or PO

Sinee (e system of POs alveady exlets in most
stntes, thiwe officers may be given additional charge as
CROM with moro tralning. Thoy woulid remisin in touch
with the offender and maintain o record of mumber of
henrs comphited every montl,

Where will convicts work | A communiiy sorvies
sbructure needs o petwirk of recognised voluntary
organisations/ NGOs/ Tocal bodies. Work should nim to
Iipiove soelal rosponsibility of the offender towarids
tha commmii Work awarded should badegrading
i nabure, Canvicts can veliunteor work bn publie sector
uilantions in bsalieare, cducation, elvie rights,
child eare, olderly care, legal rights and education,
comimunbty and rural dovolopront ete.
CR0 or PO would el to immedintely repore
vholations of wlithons,  Haped on good
Tihay b nil sk Isfmiory reports from
Placemant  organisitlons,
CS0/ PO may recommend
peclueing thie number of

hiours  after  at  loast

half the howrs of

s the community

MOCVICE BTNy
Incomploted.

At

MNoting

th vietim, the com.
murlty and the offends
Canadn’s fopeourt in s Prosedle olservsd, 'S rostorat
Jauthen approach weoks to., addross teeds of all
parthes.. through rohabilitation of offonder, ropari
thons to v iotims and t the commu by, amd promotion
of o wense of responsibility in the offomder and
acknowledpement of hnem done,” Community seryior
instead of joil con lead 1o a less punitive aned more
rostorative form of justlee m,

Joeagghvarean i poafisson Contre fior Criminnlogy & Justice
TISS Mazra ia hegal fotlone ot Prayas, o ogal mid and boil
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Anthvomy de Mello

The Individual In A Tumultuous World

Ad present w

I Ly Axtifie

0 il

Karan Singh it e s L iy bduads enn do in sucha
altuntion. It bseasy rmlmlur.a]n rigg ol T
lemu'lll today in in turmoil, Wars, — theooean of suffy
he ultimate symbolsol nogntlvity,. — politles,
wro Fngingevorywhers, Theroare satlafactory rosponse from those whi

winrs in Faeropie, wars in Asla, wirs bn
Aftlen, Nlrnlnlnrllmml-r:m J\nlul'-mlr
af 1l n
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Not All Easy Riding
On EV Subsidies

Domination of Chinese automakers a worry

Nitin Gadkari's suggestion that subsidies to EV makers
arenoclonger needod hos somemerit. Production costs ha-
ve declined as the technology v ed, and consumers
have overcome anxiety over buying In India, EVs
had a 6.5% market share last year, a 50% jump from the
prior year Globally, the mavket share of EVs in 2023 was
over15%, with Chinaaccounting for60% of worldwidesa-
les. EV subsidy has three components — to facilitate pro-
duction, rollout chargl itles, and toaltere
behaviour — with an interplay among them. Without a
drop in production costs, constamoers won't buy And buy-
ingdecisi framed withinavai charging infira.
Germany and France have stopped produetion subsidi-
es but continue with purchase credits. Production subsi-
dies were fouling government bud-
gets, and their withdrawal has slowed
electric transition for European auto-
makers. European consumers still
harbour doubts over their govs' capa-
ety to subsidise charging infra and
haveslowed EV purchases, The UShas
a cheap oll natural advantage in pro-
ducing fucl-injected cars and Republicans under Donald
Trump have denied climate change, Japan remaing scep-
tical about EVs being the most efficient pathway to ener
gY transition. The Japanese auto industry has bet higon
hybrids that ave gaining as EV subsidies are scaled back.
Und&‘rhmm, these conrx'rm is the EV domination by
Markets will resist beeo-
miing dumping grounds for cheap Chinese EVs and govs
will bautk at the bill China has run up insubsidising infra
and buyers. The US, EUand Japan are seeking to protect
theircar industriesduring theenergy transition, and ara-
ce io the bottom with production subsidies may no longer
be viable. Indin is late to the party. Yet, it may need to revi-
sht lis EV subsidies to incorporate global factors into play,

India, Get Off Your
Backside, Be Active

Iv's o Olymphan secret that Indkans aren’t racking up miles
onthefitnessseorebonrd. Whether ivsduetolack of public in-
fra, climatic conditions, cultural factors or a mindset that fa-
vours the couch over the court, the numbers are telling. A
first-of-its-kind national survey on sports and physical activi-
ty by Dalbery Advisars, Asia Pacific, and Sports and Socioty
Aceelerator, shows that 200 mn Indians are ‘inactive’ by WHO
standards, which state that adults need 150 mins of activity a
wieek, and children and adolescents &) mins a day Even more
troubling is the gender divide: girls in urban India are hit the
hardest, and for women, three-quarters of thelr time lseonsu-
med by houschold chores and caregiving, leaving little room
T i proper werkout,

Several misconcepitons keep women
fromengaging in physical sctivity — preg:
nant and menstruating women shoukdn't
exercise, fears of injury, and the belief

ey
T Eeoxoyie Tives

with the notion that women above o certa
I age shouldn't dosports. None of this is
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Tomorrow's Harris-Trump debate could be make or break, setting the tone for the final stretch

It’s Prime

1 thee Laest peesiibential debee for-
ol theoxit of Joe Fiden, thoeone
tomorrow  coukd  determine
whether Kamals Harvis b still
o het *brat summer’ o
plateaning. Will sheexpanid er ting le-
il ey Dl Trawmap aund el & e
seeutorial punch or twe? Or will
Trump pin Harrls down as Biden 20
el irreparabiy tie her to legol im
migration and inflatkon?

Thir tniseripted, Bigh-riak, liigh-
edd S0-minute dromn will see both can-
dlidates rying 1o knock the other off
thoirgnmetoervete virl moments. 4
Fumble here, a i pes there, can ma-
B foor effict e campatim ads. An e
ror{ree performance isa minimime-
quiremsent, and a sterling one 18 desi-
ubile, Trumg st weach bevoid the
cultof MAGAand touch independents
whth o sober, steqdy pefion uuuu.r!n'u

Keep the poporn ready

mies wmmuted when the candi-
slztes are nod speaking, betting

on Trumpalking over Terard
womdngg across as o bulky, bt
ABC News refused. 115

doesn't doseend

Hmil honeymoon is mdln..
Her lead over Trump is
NArrowing in some state polis

Iarvis must also sspand her coalition
iBlacks, Latines, women) and reach
ot b sections ol white men, especial
By thaose inrum aress.

Hoth nominess are prepping hard,

o
uutlns three face-offs with
Hillary Cliston in 2015, two
with Biden in 200, and ane
e Bumes, wihilehi chunged the
wourseof theclection.

The Democratic Party's
magie trick —dolng a switchera from
Biien b Horris — unsetthod Trumipand
hisattack lines ave all over te place,

Aftey  shiisnotBlack,  shedsnot
smvart, bt has settled on Harris asa leftie
from Callforsiiawhowantsapenbooders
and joive fro besdtheay o il immi-
grants. ‘Comsade’ Kamala's price cont-
vk on B will el fo omity Shelvs
aune bread s — sho will Maks Amers-
o Wase Agnin Plus, she ls mot tougl’
emonigh 4o st 1 bo Viadimir Putin o
XiJimplng. Subsiest:zho ks 8 woman.

LETTER FROM and
WASHINGTON

Harris under fllegal immigra
thom, which surged (6.5 mn trom
20023 iburing e euiietil ad
minkstragion, no matter how
thie Democrata 1y to fisesss
th s Evem Democratic
mayors of lnrge cities ane
fec] iy trying bo Ixmw, Imd

that Truamp & desperately irying o dis-
T it fust s tho Derocrats are trving
10 i b8 e B B Projeot 085 wor
wormen willhawe onsrodoctve rights,
‘workers no union rights, illegal lmmi
grans oo human rights. Charey and
stabe willl beoomie enee Big oil will nde,
pofluters won't pay. Harris will also re-
anbnad veters ol Truspan chiscs, thedan
Biattack on the Capitol anc his mfisal 1o
et ebection results,

Millions of Americans and others
arounid the world are expocied to fuse
In, popeorn i haml Aler all, wha
wins the debate and ultimately the
election matters from Washingion to
Wk, fromm Detroit to Delb Predic
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Detoxing
The Mind

SANT RAJINDER SINGH

Humanity bias oo oratime
less quest for happiness, peace
anil jow Desphte our best offorts,
wet canmot fird Insting hoppiness
Inihis Beeting world of illesion
Because everything i this werda)

tions are coming Allan
Lichinsan, & history profissar kesows
as the Nestradamus’ of US clections
b ks alkyenr record of eorvectly e
licting the winnen has declirst Hir-
ris will win. However, prominent pall
ster Nate Siver thinks otherwise.
Ussing comples mandelling. ho said kst
week that T'rump'’s chances of win-
nl have Increased from 524% o
58.2%, hishighest since theendof July

Here's the ground tion: Har-
wls' honeymeoan S ending Her el
over Trump is narrowing in some

Vhen we seck last-
ing lappiness in that which ks
tomporary we e bovnd foes-
perience disappolntment.
Mibieal researchien speak ol
th bosdy: m:lmnnm.‘lwl:..md
hebeedy-anin
1 Enigh by t ﬂlls]!i.ll!l'ln}!»
ties. Actually, it is fhe mind that
governs ouremstional stake.
‘When the emational stage is not
ool weeperienos unhappiness,
Tt i n oo st ivorsal st
muul\:al.'lmm'dmmc:haunm

L We

sdmte pokls, making e path letory
more unpevdictbbe. Thi moo roma-
ins a tossup with razorthin mar-
. Also wsv i the Enct that polks

ming in. On the en.nkmlh.
Fromd. infladion (2.9% b Fo
e prices (p s firon 2000

remaln key bsued, while job creathon
nppears to ke slowing dovn.

Herts will pednt Trusep as the mes
Eer of Pt 225, o 900-
e chocument of -
[

uchw e

Trumgp's suppodt in
the st two elections for a varlety of
ressons {(showed samples. poophe hi-
sling their true feelings) and may do
saomeeagain.

Torepeat what's now an American
patitteal elichdé — thie eboction will ke
docided by a few thoasand votesinthe
battlegrownsd states. If Trump tho-
gt b s 3t iy thye D besfoe Blilesy
bowed out, he no lenger does. | Har-
s rode  the oy train te erow:
ded Tallics, she has o
tough slog nhead. Her
policy  minimalism
may mot be adequate
agalns Trumps hy-

:wﬂhulmmmull-nmﬂu mind,
matach Like wedeton the body of
A {hat ke the boely L To
detox thmind, we neod (o take
themindand our attention, whi-
chiscurrently focused inthe ow
ter workl, and refocus it within
ourscives whese the divine trea-
suresawnit.

Guod resides within s and when
wat feverd, throuagh the process of
mditation. weexperience th
choseness of the Divine Aswe
start toexpericnee this love, we
find thege s nosweeter nectar
thaay God's Jove inall of crostion.
"This loveenthrals nsond uplifts
s Anghoring bivo the stalsility
al the Divine's bove, which s cbor
nal, we are bathed in happiness

biacked by science, Thetroth is that exercise offer iy bie-
nefits to ignore, While these miytha persist, sports goods fi firms.
see Indiaas a growing market for athleisure products, Decath-
lon plans to invest AL Gor in India over five years, and Relian-
e Rirtail is pearing up to launch its own sportswear segment.
Gol has been working to promote both physiead activiey and
sports —twodistine areas — through inltlatives like the yoga
pmh and Ehelo India, While these are positive steps, what's
ing istofrster isethelink
between sedentary lifestyles and health costs. Additionally,
Improvingaccess o parks, pools and other recrestional feili-
tes is key toencouraging people to hit the ground running.

When Vikram and Betal compete to
argue the pros and cons of competition

Develop Your Non-
Competitive Streak?

i — pople
und to prove they're better than wwervone else. People
-spend thele lives trylng to beat others (nstesd of dlmbng to
be thebestversions of themselves.

Betal; Oh, come on, Competition istheessenceof 1ife, With-
outit, we'd justbe watching people jog for fun..

Vikerams: Exactly! Tmagine the tranquillity. No more fans
yalling their heads off. No more businessmen getting into
the trap of hip bt actually I

altheaigh Trawmp won't admit it Har Republicans  desperately  Iwope of Extrame rightwing perbolic  aftacks: aureed oy thand mmaarkoe v cblivioas g
ris happily does — it's lser first presl-  Trumg sticks to pobicy Gssues even i licy proposals 5o But, then, he the ups and deansof Hife.
arnd aheowants to beses  Deremoinga proficient practiionerof :‘" y\ha!ﬁ‘m's trying i always
enas thounderntos. Thepey-ops arvin. selfsibotage whi routinely goes into loa";a nit ¥ solfest
tonse. Hor teams fought hand o have  damnge mode. ‘They want him to bary il ruet. Mﬂﬂlw m
Bl i Ia i MONDAY
DoWeHaveaProcedurefor That?'  sases
Suuniclear P
Toedps i trocking down causisof any entroprencurial spri, And fugad Sunchar Popo's hif Kajso Bani',
aut«-irend varlation. does wark in certudn sineations. A Erven s 1960 a b, “Nand Aur
Apollo B seveenwiiter and divecior A Eradned extensively and oxclus)- Bana Don't Cry’, may nat
desorve credit for including dinkegues vely tofollow written procedures can oo cross a8 themost saph-
pertarinning o ogrke s ke ns prooc ooz whien thirown bt dysambc ancl iaticated of mebodies. B (s
| eliares, P ps N porsonne] consult ingituations | i i iaf i
— . " ed during themaking of thefilm high- these are suddenand unforeseen dis- sparkles withdorkmesa Acor.
Tushar Gore ligh el the criticality of writien proce: ruptions - aeeiklents, system filins, nerstoneof the ‘chutney mu
dures in saferand consistent ogorations pandomicrestrictions, a new competk- she’ gonre that blends Bhoipu-
durirga highrisk activity suchas space unrest — and 1 i h Carl
“Houeston, wehaven oo’ s themest fighd, (A Netflb documentang Apalle1: e got parnlysod without an ‘instroce boan rhythms Papo's rondi-
fammous e i Apolie1; \ the 1995° lmn Survival was Hnstweek, which — ourancient hymns pithy; and intheagr  tion monual’ tofil thon of thisald Bhajpori o
Hauhs starrinng mov kel muay ighton thismatter) aund et i docomarsd this s polgrant s funng: And
wz-lhmlim PrOce: mas n'n'lllnrlsarlnnmuln et frans-  entrepronearinl ind creathve spirit, theriinlhes s gendus.
T s, I dures s still not widh mnisskon, Without any mesns of wrlt- ‘I'Iwwl:.auay!ukr.mpuw-.plnn The Iyrics.a delightful mix
10 Bieibes fo gty Safioty ¥ incldents ing in that ers, perfict i alives anel yet kecpth " = of Bhic:
back to Earth. For: :mum thnmc.r dtolock of adetniled mwd woll: — was i dres in o puri and
metnaralde lne is: T artheukated. i fectof compoynding mistakesduring — normal’ times. English
oedure for that™ Tl lhlra's‘.lw-‘irrcxm-ﬁ-h"[y rﬂ ii\lil eachoundof verbal tmnsmission. N, r.\rlnrrhtm.mlr.imnmlkn that
antsreferringt Ample hility af i | dojupmad. T it of e likoees:
Jenst W Fromih ke s reliance coymem:  Apolo 1 subssquent totheaccitis of fellow
Written proceduses pre gt thecareof — ingatn restaurant, o bnks, lmlllla. ory unnecessary, Furthormare.cam- - evidence, Dﬂest.mddm!uxlm!l:ﬂo wis Trinida:
any system designed o lmproveand  nosticclinkes, 5 T st ahesolut dlanV's
sustain sxfoty andquality Weition proe  thervan: instancesof working with mmorissition.  threabining CO suﬁlr.lflﬂa-l‘lwe-nuﬂl Nalpaul
ceduresand documentutionol comp- — verbal information exchange — ada tetidoeuments  Junarmadule, This was ‘engineerasd” were both dranvn toard repel-
Teted woirk e the flr b g ¥ 1o By retrolitting the satur bed abordy. bt by — et peirkiy
ingoalsof @ high- mmunication —ladingto hy ents in the lumar module to the abs- of awine-loving grandpaand
quality systeni: d work. sl f ATerent partof {he Erandma. The chorus, Thi-
0 Reduction in varial !(lll"“jl‘kl;(‘l!‘lﬂﬂ“lm (0 systems .\lc‘k:m quality systems hanve shown spacecraift using svailable moterinls laribina thILI!l'yJ’ i o
.JLI:le'\ulh) ricl ism'ta pred- istency mperforman-  (ncluding socks). g the sl
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tiomof highly i I “lunch deli- d A nseminal rok As they she ks, ohiall s and tragedies
mat CVENAS VLY Sy interestingly fead otk I g ok i i e magicreal-
wdon't fully apg o pirst ¥ s yoman

ool
writing den comiplited work as it

Tluls syt wiss perfiscted to mnke

inexeeptions.
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Not So Fast, Quick Com rades

ters, GOV for manny of these players e inover o i -CROT SN0 these T
s leaplrogeed 1% vo-u SHIL forQC  modern e h i Zomatn
math b el of K 15 Fnst ESwhgpe L G0 players

o make 22 cr/ mnl:l]wt s-:\lw- Such e

urTy In|: intoexistentinl despaic Till

1. il v
e s possibdoonly in forirmotnosand
a hanedful of state capitals, thereby

now; ik veays fowrd 5wty 1o
ru,hrtmh whanging their vakue pro
pisition —neighbourhood prosence,

also havesero-network effects.

Morereey, gross margin in food and
grocery — e mainstay of GO - ane
inthe hvw single digits. Even the best

Arijit Barman stae of and then delivery. rocery retailers Hie DMaot clock 74%
tomaxof six. o, Incroasingly, tey' v running ross mangins [4is diffevent ina spe-

Tos &waﬂnrﬂwunwmwﬂel' oot of ook Tl probis emis where it

Latst pmcsttly, w2y s (AW han plat  QCr " T 0 st i 15

dropouts — Kaivalya Yohraand Aadii  form: by FY 291 i principles of busi Aned Blinkit isno Nykaa,

Palichn —1 Thihighes target After grocery, (O players are aleling

rEnearsio join the Idinn billionair: — their A ward. thelower Lesvernging th i i nwl'rmrt'r.nriu-- white

es'list They. abillionbucks,  their trpet seal afil 5 el s h

AL vluaatien — a 404 vault in &y
dlays—far their +yr-old quick com-
meroe{QC) venture, Zepto,

Barfiare yoni Winked, Irstamnt, Zepeo

will bescoime,

"o be i though, [nrmmmeh'e( 51

Tieh dherasiy — peardienlardy among the
urbanaflluent —these G ||n|m|n5

eammrodler hes b
n-m |Im:nmmr|h1|-b uwmll]ml:

ar Blinkit woukd h ed

thelr
own work. Kids not getting crushed by ‘adult’ ideas of fall-
uredrloss....
Betal: Then what? Meditate together? Hum ‘Om’ instead
of shouting ' Goall'?
Vikram: That would be great for thesoul. And think of the
savings on those overpriced tickets or displays of wealth.
You conld bay asmall island with that money
Betal: True, bt then what would you do on your lsland?
Play non-competitive beach volleyball?t
Vikeram: I'd buili sandcastles. No competition, just purs
ereative happiness. The Japanese in Sth-1th ¢, would play
aform of football, kemarl, the object of which was for all
the players in o clrele o keep the ball from touching the
groursd by kicking bt about in the aix
Betal: 50, whowins?
Vikram: Exactly Everybody
Betal: Fine, you win,
Vikram: Actunily we both won.
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Our women are not safe anywhere
THE GOAN EVERYDAY With every passing day it is becoming abundantly clear that women’s
I've never known any trouble than an hour's reading didn't assuage Sa-few is more of rhetoric than reality in our country
Arthur Schopenhauer
* 3 The wiiter is a
:hs;d;?lﬂ D;ﬂaigan
Centre must stand up i
s i
and be accountable

on critical issues

EBI Chairperson Madhabi Buch cannot just catch a

break. After she was first targeted by US-based short

seller Hindenburg alleging that she continued to hold

interests in offshore funds that were used by the Adani

Group to pull off the *largest con in corporate history’,
Buch is now facing charges from the Congress that has alleged
that she has continued to eamn income from the ICCI group where
she once held a leadership position. If that wasn't enough, now
employees of SEBI have shot off a letter to the Union government
alleging that she is responsible for a toxic work culture within the
organisation.

The flurry of allegations has led to growing calls for the head of
the country's top regulator to step aside in the wake of the allega-
tions and, if not anything else, to allow for a fair probe. That hasn't
happened yet and is unlikely to happen given the defiant tone
struck by the government and the regulator so far. Instead, howev-
er, the government and SEBI have maintained complete silence re-
garding the allegations not even coming out to refute them or to de-
fend the chiefl regulator perhaps out of the fear that giving any kind

of response will stir the pot even further.

The ruling party has not The response, instead, came from the
once agreed to initiate a ICICI Group, which, in a statement, said
fair investi noreven (hatthe monies paid were retiral benefits
made an toappear as a result of services rendered earlier.
?ﬁﬂimm There are also reports that Buch, being

the chairperson of an independent reg-

ulator will have to answer o Parlament.
However, the lack of a response compounded by an unwillingness
to even recognize that there might be a problem points to a larger
malaise afflicting this government viz the lack of accountability.

Be it rail accidents, the ongoing ethnic conflict in Manipur that has
recently flared up resulting in six deaths, the allegations of sexual
harassment and rape levelled against the BJP"s Brij Bhushan Singh
or the myriad cases of corruption that several top ruling party func-
tionaries are facing have all been met with a stonewall of silence,
Not in a single case has the ruling party agreed to institule a fair
probe or even pretend that it is serious about bringing justice even
ifit meant bringing its own party's functionaries under the scanner.

It is as if the ruling party believes itself to be beyond reproach.
But more than that, there appears to be a fear that any acknowl-
edgement of a shortcoming by the government in power will some-
how make the government in power seem only human, taking the
shine off its self-styled halo and giving legitimacy to the Opposition
parties and their allegations, which the Prime Minister has long de-
rided as being undeserving, unqualified and lacking the legitimacy
to be a contender on equal footing with the ruling party.

There is also the fear, in the case of the allegations against Madha-
bi Buch, that an acknowledgement of improper conduct, however
innocuous, will open the loodgates not just into her functioning,
but in her role in allowing the Adani Group, led by longtime Modi
supporter Gautam Adani to get away lightly by refusing to serious-
Iy probe charges of pulling off the largest corporate con in history,
The dominoes, once set in motion, will inevitably lead back to the
Prime Minister himself, given Adani's known proximity to the PM
since his days as the Chief Minister of Gujarat, The rise of the two
has mirrored each other,

It is exactly the duplicity that is threatening not just democracy,
but even the social fabric of the State, as can be seen in Manipur as
well as in several other States of the country. Its implications will
be felt for decades to come and the damage will be left for genera-
tions to undo,

Goa in need of better public transport

«etter times might be in store for us in the near Future, but let's change the current
B situation which is in the hands of the concerned authorities - Goa's transport sys-
tem, which desperately needs a push. The State has around 1900 buses plying,
among which 520is that of KTC. Infact, the frequency of buses in certain nural areas are
still very law 2¢ compared to well-connected major cities. Moreover, after 7 pm, the fre-
quency of public iransy pets highly ionable, Sacdby the issue s plaguing
affice goers wh nier helming rush i the peak hours. Probably, there
muight have been some policies in the past, but unfortunaely they are now in cold star
age. In keeping & balance and human & towards this issue, there seems to be
aneed of at least more oo buses, Evidently, Goa & a tourist destination, and public
transport is like a major backbone pertaining bo i Furthermiors, Geoa is also visited by
Jow budget tourists wha prefer public transpart over highly equipped sophisticated
transporiation. Eventually, taking into consideration the current scenario, the State
Government ought to come out with certain stringent measures as fas as public trans-
& partsystem is concerned, along with its extension for the evening hours. H
= JOSEPH SAVIO DESOUZA, Rajasthan ¢

dous crimes apainst women has

promphed demands for swift judi-
cial decisions which adequately deal with
the perpatrators of the atracious acts.

But not serving to be anything more
than knee-jerk reactions, such displays of
anguish over the horrendoos acts commit-
ted by the political class fail to inspire the
sort of confidence that interventions by
the highest powers in the country aught to
have inspired.

The Kolkatz 'hormor' has once again
served to emphasize the fact that the
healthcare industry in the couniry is one
of the most dangerous job sectors in the
coundry today.

I the call centres and their shift-culture
instilled an apprehension of insecurity
amongst its women employess which the
authorities on their part failed miserably
to allay, the viclence against doctors and
nurses is that harsh reality which keeps an
unfolding new tales of dreadfulness each
move sordid than the other.

But the nation as a whole has refused
to come to terms with the enomity of the
situation, preferring instead the comion of
treating every case as a one off incident,
and seems to have had no compunctions
about it either,

Obwviousky we Indians seem to depend
on the media attention garnered by each
case to empathize with the victim. It is not
that vialence against women and girls is
unheard of in this country, but it is always
the publicity generated that serves to in-
tensify the wrath of the nation against the
perpetrators.

Creating a widespread perception of
uilt even before such cases land in court,
trials by the media have served to swing
public opinion against the alleged cul-
prits,

But how effective has the media been in
ensuring a safe and secure envimnment
for women! Through its relentless efforis
has the fourth pillar of democracy come
amywhere near abolishing gender bias
which is seen as that major hurdle respon-
sibie for the miserable condition of women
im our country!

However, while glorifying the media for
exposing the demons in our society, has
amyone ever stopped to ponder over the
safety of women joumnalists and media
‘workers!

The safety of women in our society is &

The societal evulsion over hormen-

India, despite
its rich cultural
herita

and diverse
landscapes,

is notorious:
for its high

very complex subject which unforfunate-
by has not gained the sort of attention
that it actually deserves, The viciousness
of the abhorring acts notwithstanding,
issues telated to women and their safe-
v do not seem o make any impression
on the public if not spiced with the right
dose of sensationalism,

Although the media blitz and social
metdia chatter over the Kolkata ‘anguish'
helped the nation vent its ine over the
hopelessness of the situation, it is how-
ever the ineffectiveness of the seomingly
best efforts pat inte quell the challenges
of the times that is disturbing.

With every passing day il is becoming
abundantly clear that women's safety is
miore of rhetoric than reality in our coun-
try, Mo wonder, incidents of sexeal vio-
lence against women are spoken about
in a wery matter-of-fact way even today.

The absence of leelings or emotion,
especially when such a frame of mind
would be a natural expectation consid-
ering the gravity of the situation, is that
response such ncidents evoke generally,

The Justice Hema Committee estab-
lished by the Kerala government in re-
sponse to the 2017 actress assault case,
uncovering instances of harassment and
exploitation of women in the Malayalam
Cinema industry, has opened a Pando-
ra's Box of problems for ‘Mollywood®.

To say that the release of the commit-
tea report almost five years after it was
submitted has been revelatory would
be an understatement. It puts inko cor-
rect perspective the male domination
in Molywood that has given cause to a
number of unpleasantries. Prompting a
belated #MoToo mavement in Malyalam
cinema with many prominent actors, di-
rectors and technicians in the industry
at the receiving end of hatassment and
rape charges, the Hema Committes re-
part has alse very convincingly managed
fo expose other incongruities in Molly-
wood which hitherto were confined 1o
the realms of ‘filmy’ gossip,

The dissolution of the Association
of Malayalam Movie Artistes (AMMA)
executive commitiee moral re-
sponsibility due to allegations of sexwal

shuse by some actors against committes
members, according to me, has been an
impromptu responzs (o complaints that
tend o be more serious than what it re-
ally comeys.

Sexuial harassment, exploitation, dis-
crimination and exclusion of women are
rampint practises that are not unheard
of in the film world. But it is the way the
"superstar’ culture in Mollyweod man-
aped fo re-write and re-script male dom-
fnance in the Malayalam Alm industry,
especially of the leading men, that has
come as & huge shack.

With so much danger burking arcund
the comner; behind its glitter and glam-
our, the dark and gritty side of the film
workd that goes beyond all the make be-
lieve we are obsessed with was never so
much in evidence,

The series of sexual harassment al-
legations which rocked the Malayalam
film industry has mot enly pushed it to-
wards a deep crisis but has also succeed-
ed in putting the spotlight on the dartker
side of the industry,

But the paini is, will the sudden flur-
ryof activities in the aftermath of the
tabling of the Justice Hema Commission
repon bring about radical changes in the
Malayalam flm industry ensuring an un-
hinsad and safe place for women to work
in?

The very fact that these has been an
urgency shown in demands for panels
similar to that of Hema Commities from
“sandalwood’ and "Tollywood' in o
der to help uplift and empower women
in Kannada and Telugu film industries
speaks for the shortcomings in this e
gard which have characterized the flm
incustry in general.

Let us accept it! Women in the country
are not safe,

Described as ene of the most danger-
ous countries for women in Asia; India,
despite its rich cultural heritage and
diverse fandscapes, is notorious for its
high rates of sexual violence and harass-
ment,

Unless the country can afford a safe
envimonment for its women, how can it
juestify its status as & developing nation!
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Govt needs to act
quickly on bad roads

The authorities using the dry spellin
the monsoon ta fill the patholes is small
consolation, enabling a little smoother
ride for devotees.

However, one begins to wonder for

haw lang will this process of repaiting
pathales continie? Seams Like it witl
continue as long as we don't build goad
guality raads.

Even in citles like Mumbai, we have a
large number of patholes throughoul
the year, 5ome of the main roads gel
temporarily repaired, We spend a huge
amaunt of maney on repairing the
roads, is it worth it? While ensuring a
smoother ride during the Ganesh festi-
val don't you feel the ganeral publicis
entitled to good roads in the first place?
‘Wil that become a reality?

MELVILLE X D'SOUZA, Mumbai

:
Increase drone subsidy

to boost agriculture

Several famers in the state are facing
1he issus of their transplanted paddy
being damaged after remaining under
water following the recant rains.

It is leamt that drone fechnology can
come to the rescue of the farmers by
reviving the damaged crop. This method
was effectively used at the Tallaband
water bady at Benaulim to revive the
damaged paddy which was transplant-
ed recently.

The drane technology was reportedly
used to undertake special spraying

ol urea over the felds to revive the
damaged paddy. This method also
controls the weeds which have made
an extensive presence in the fields after
the rains.

The program has reporfedly bean sup-
parted by Indian Council of Agrcultural

Radicalisation a threat to youth

Radicalism is intuitive and poses many questions at a time whean
large section of saciety has become almost Hind and supports,
evary move of any political party in India,

Radicaflstion in any religious context Is daniz rous and equally

causes disruption in a progressive society li

£ OIS,

India is a home to the largest youth power compared to any other
cauntry. Bui it Is disheartening to see majority of our youth belng
distracted by a handful of pecple, while the rest of youth af cur
country is busy shaping their futere or struggling to support their
families due to job satisfaction of other various reasons.

DIOMEDES PEREIRA, Carlim

Research in terms of equipment and
financial assistance and could be a
model to revive paddy fields across the
state. ldeally every successhul farmer
needs to possess a drone which can be
used ba improve the yield in their farrm,
However the cost of drones seems

prohibitive.

The geverniment neads te increase the
sushsidy on purchase of drones for ag-
ricuttural purposes which will go a long
way in bringing the Gean yauth back ta
farming activities in the State.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco
Fitting tribute to
Monte Cruz

The late Franclsco Monte Cruzwill con-

tinue to live in the collective memory of

avery Goemkar.

The former sparts minister of Goa -

who passed away recently at

seventy-nine - has recaived a pesthu-

mous hangur,

The Incumbent regime has decided to
name one of the stands at Goa's leonic
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, Fa-
torda after Monte Craz who had created
a histary by overseeing the construc-
tion of this stadium in the shartest

Send your
Ietters to us
at editor@

thegoan.net.

Letters must

be 150-200

words and

mention the

writer's name
. and location

the age of

possible time.

The falkiore has it that ta host the pres-
tigious international Nehru Cup back in
168g, Goa needed a stadium of interna-
tional standards, This challenging task
fedl an the shoulders of the then sports
minister of Goa,

Fransisca Bab bumnt the midnight ail. He
put evarything at stake. He moved inta a
make shift office at the construction site
and kept a watchful eye on the construc-
tion activities round the clock.

He made it a mission of his life to get
the stadium ready far the Nehru Cup in
1985, This tribute to the legacy of Fran-
sisco Bab is a testament to the adage,
"Hard work always pays in the end”,
IRFAN GHETA, Bangalare

New faces in Cong
a boaost for party

Twar niew faces In Congress party have
given boost to Haryana. The new faces
are Dangal fame Vinesh Phogat and
Bajrang Punia who threw their hat in the
political ring.

The two wrestlers are of opinion that it’s
only Congrass who staod behind them
in their need and difficult imes. The two
are likely to contest forthcoming elec-
tions in Haryana.

The Congress has declared 31 seats in
the State and with these two joining

it will give boost to the party, Vinesh
Phagat disgualified fram Paris Olympics
feels it's a revenge to her call an women
harassment in sports. Both have vowed
to suppart the sports women and fake
cagnizance of harassment and hardship
the women face in sparts especially in
wrestling field and in selection protess,
The two have been in sports for long
time and know things happening in the
sports field and how they are treated.
The joining of two will encourage women
to jain politics:

RAJU RAMAMURTY, Vasco
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E-commerceis reshaping jobs
and consumer welfare in India

A surveys findings highlight a need for targeted support and policy interventions to ensure everyone gets to bengfit from it

RAJESH SHUNKLA
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Focus on harms to hold

ocial

media platforms accountable

A vibrant debate in Madaysia could offer other countri
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wibmant saseiiety has shown resdlience in
purbanToegs o tempsts b reqaross sparechy, but
it e B alie exposedd i st o
btio safegiiards, How this showidowi
pliak ot coutbd sovie i toitingg groniad For
oth kst ions, EHLBOMATRG

Even Unified Pension Scheme can acquire a sell-by date

RAJRISHI SINGHAL

I msinlon journalist and suthor
of this iscently relaased ook
Slip, Stch and Seumiblis: Tha
Lingioded Seevy of India's Financis
Sectar Reforms'
givajrishisinghal

Frnteeess bas many Tathers, then ioversils
Inestablishedd policy Frameworks atso
Have mltiple orlgin stork
chilly truewhen the poliey regh i
Pt acosa thee deobagienl spectrum, The
BT don Lo dnerodce o unk
Tarcd peemsion scheme (UPS), after conslst
ety Tunckbagg tae oo pomislon syston (N
has Jolt fes dn-house NPS cheorlonde:
dumbstrack. The sharp plicy solfe-firee
caniol bieexplinid by astngle lictor,
Hut, frst, whint ls As e st wnd
iflead” inchicates, it eombines featuns ol
" (wlideh b dlafiaed contebaton,’ thi
Tl piestisbonrs eayonit bedngs detasermiined by
aminind {iavestod) and the old peadbon
sl o OS5 fwilch Buan el b
T8 prrornlsbng a prodciabibe smount Lo pen
Rt hodd by

shoners every moni i The NP
e B0 200004 Atad Behart Vajpayos govern
tlenbiatlon ol decade-bong

e reformdng Lndln sy
pension regime, Mubtilatoral Dnsiittlons
Tt gl W gevernment as part

ol bemggterm stracturd maceo reforms o
b thie ponsbon reglme for governmant
wmployees, given the ncred
e Baardden on the s
2000, w ruport fron Project CASES G goy
vrnmment-appolnted commitiec) recom
[ |h-:l:h'|\

pelitical re
WK CLRE AL n frlel u(llu aldiseipling
] i abiared pocogni o i scarce goverm
wnenl pesourees neoded prodact iveand poe
dlupvt ey ment, Made compubsory forall
government eenployees folodng oo o idter
Juvrnurary B0, NPS Buel o B 10 8.5 el e
antenl anad stato govirnment srploy s
wnnreabliad By March 202 Yo, comi Augist

a0 l!u-uuwn:mw-l!!unudnlllntlnl i
thiew tha LIPS, So. whit has changed? Two
prer bl Gawetirrs savrn o b it play hesee,

Thie Mewt sl Coonggrioses aned A Aadlinil
Party peoanbsding o eimtrechce U OFS iliir
L enmmpralgan for viriows assemlbdy oloc
thiatt, evien houggh thoss pramibsos filled io
yiold unbform clecioral dividends, Flvo
sbates—Rajanthan, Pusgjab, Himichal P
dash, Chilittsgarh ane Tharkhand
wrotlioed the OFS, and the Blurativa Janata
Pty (B s comtinad wit bl OFS aftos
coamdngg o power bn twio of those states, The

Mg s ot her states, with
s thetre demanding o relirn 1o
the OFS, Monnwhile, op-eds and pollcy
bl orpat werndig o Tmpaone
clisianter Erom o

Thawe
pobiedeal by
more wegent afler the

0 Tarllment olectlon ul it there b langer s
rusmalts, The BIEs loss of This all-new play here. While the
Lok Sabho seats in three WP s actions might botray
Bty e L radesdy, forml'“a could political expodl L or
West Hongal and Malin hemanitrate a willingnes
ruvhtra—roflocted  the also prO\fe to be o oot s bebonalegy Toor read
oloctortes discantent at pa[try forold- otk a SYRLEITN

sified with

assernbily edietiong sclwed unless other man il Pensden Fund Rog:
uled bofore year-ond: platory and Dovelopmont
Mabiiiashira, Hieyan Steps are taken  authoty, provided i chie

Tawrkhind and |
wined Kashanle, An fndian

Lapress voport (chorturd at82eip) has
et ouid Pt dirng e 2008 Lok Sabla
prolls, the IS share of postal Tullos in
Ehsas Fonr taties had rodueed rom (8 2000
Beweel, preovieling s indication of disploas
vire wilth the peniadin system. Postal ballos
wre mostly enst by senbor eltbens, poesins

age support

swithclisahibighes, government officlils et
o ol ity o servig n locations romoved
Fram thelr constitueneles, comsalar stall'in
oy Tocations wned dofonee persenid,
Tl wharp reduction in the share of postal
Bl lonw st v glvon the BRI Uhink-tank
A P to panise i seconsdder s consld
s wtand on pensdon,

|
malidne couled llunt 1
Ui U s antility owor thme,
Deepak Mohanty, bl

dliring a e Apeeeh

“lrnchba ranibooel Al cnt o 47
womuiibries b the Mercer CFA Inathtisio Global
Pomislon o 2025 The Inclex: moasuris
theelThency of aeousry's persdon system o
v prranviters; ouir seores wore on Ade
600, Sust ik lity (43 and Intogrity
VRS, Thescsring denotestlatour prasdon
wystinn | vollalile bt liebos b peoviding nco-

semwent income.” The former
wabld prsdnt, Most pen
LAl post-petinement
dly divelitooed roguine
inelude more fregquent bealth
care bills, But, investiments have not been
Vledulkrg mach, Mehanty s sunsespeech gvis
abareak-up of the KPS investment paitorn:
N b v rnabaed Bonel b i
odsan BP% neudry, With P85 ol Tnvest
g ok b fsedd-income socurities, te
Ll divtaerst rdes Bow do favour cor
porate borrowers his degressed coupaon
s e aehversely impactod ot
Woedigh t Db gt odovatodd and contlnm-
Ui B It ooy s wool Lo galspibngg dnflatlon
Inhealthesre costs, Thave i bound o b
pentup anger with healtheare getting
nevensangly privitizod and costs shooting
oyl st Dedlams, Thire e
Bisssni Lo il this, whiels wiis gnored swhile
Rinnposrtbnng elossbogglos withoai Lho sugspon ing
wtrueiures: eithies the government funds pat
ol tha peninbeon [abllities s 1t has bolatodly
rocognbeeclh, arincreises lvestments b gov
wrnment healtheare. Or i coubd bring in
alghiber regulithon o disclpline rvant privaie
Tealthenrn providers and insuress, Ao
tvely, it il o pll e, Otherwlwe, oven
e LTS g b el o sobl-By-date,
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Speedy executionis key
to India’s chip ambitions

Asemiconductor pact with Singupore follows similar deals with the US and EU.As our oaen

Sabs emerge, we cowdd fook forward o strategie autonomy in this vital field {fwe move fast

nidia’s new semiconductor pact with Singa-

pore, lile similar deals forged with the US

and EU last year, exhibits a resolve (o put an

Indian stamp on a sector characterized by

input shortages, supply chain disruptions

and geopolitical tension between the US
and China. These factors have prompted many
countries to invest in chip-making and design
ecosystems, while diversifying supplies, the
feeder networks for whichare dominated by a
handful of countries like the US, China, South
Hores, Vietnam and Tabwan. Insetting upour
ownwaler fabrication units, or fabs, we expect
toreduce costs as well as uncertainty over
access o chips needed [or electronic devices,
drones, electric vehicles, solar panels and artifi-
clal intelligence (AD applications. In the global
context, this isclearly the way forth.

nlia’s US deal, signed last March, aimsat

semiconductor supply chain resilience, mustu-
ally beneficial research and development (R&D)
and developing talent and skills, The EU agree-
ment inked last November covers R&D and
innevation, talent creation, partnerships and
the exchange of market information. The
broader goal is to make India one of the world's
top five global destinations for chip-making by
2030, Joining hands with Singapore makes
senseas it offers us better access toadvanced
technologies, o proficient workforcee, cutting-
edge tech universities, wafer-fab parks, a busi-
ness-friendly environment. strong intellectual
property (1P protection and also a gateway to
Southeast Asian markets, The island state has
tracte ist roster of companies that design,
manufacture, package and test chips, with
many of the world's major playersamong them,
That saidd, while Taiwan makes high-end chips
of 7 nanometre and less for smartphones, lap-

s ‘rmature
] ln India

topsand AT madels, Singapore mak
node chips'- nI'?.Hnmnrm[:rr- ]lke

labour, fuel and electric ‘flhladl‘l“ the highest
InSoutheast Asia (nearly 15% more than in
Malaysia, according toa BCG index). India, on
its part, has a relatively inexpensive but strong
talent pool in soltware engineering, industrial
equipment and IC design, and is home to over
2,000 semiconductor design engineers, Intel,
Texas Instruments, Nvidia, AMD and Qual-
comm have design and R&D centres here, OF
course, we expect to host wafer fabs too, So far,
New Delhi has approved four projects, worth
over tLatrillion, including Micron's and analli-
ance between Tata Electronics and Tabwan's
Powerchip Semiconductor Manufacturing
Corp, all of whichare expected to chum out
180,000 wafers a month once ready toroll.
With the Adani Group and Israel's Tower Se
conductorilso planning toset up a$10 billic
semiconductor fab, we will have the building
Blacks for local microchip-making that cover
the critical value chain of design, Babrication,
assembly, testing, marking and packaging.
India’s $10 billion fund meant to attract big
chip-makers could move the necdle further.
India, like Singapore, is not making high-end
chips, but given thist nodes ofunder 10mm
account for less than 5% of global chip capacity,
the strategy of making larger chips s sensible,
as it takes lower upfront investments and these
chips are unlikely to get outmaded too soc
risk borne in the race at the Al-led front end.
With foreign dealsand fabs, we may finally be
able to ease our semiconductor struggles, But,
evenas we subsidize ourc {
must ensure speedy execution of these projects,
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Effective law enforcement is the
commitment India must renew

Small vet practical steps can make a difference that political moves to satigfy pubfic ontrage wont

NITIN PAI

Is eo-founder and directos of The
Tasshashila Institutlon, an independent
centre for research and education in public
palicy,

hy doordinary citlaens

i e conmtey uve to

stage pubdlic pristesds to
dlemnard justiee for the vietim of a el
nons erime st a Kolkatn hospil? IPwe
preel away the extrsordinary brutality
and the political dimenston and get to
the cove of the naatter, we find that
pecplee haves i confidence in the law
pnforeement system, IEwas tha samae (n
Pume a firw mionths igo, where peopli
Tuane tes et out ol the Hiensir
thiat the accused in o hit-and-run case,
17-wonr-old son of a prominest bullder,
wis prosecited proper]y, People ame
ungry, People are cutriged, But
Erevesath it all, preopde are showd
they donat truse the pelice amd
bowver Judiciary to deliver justice.

1w hawe vo prevent crimes agalnsg

wenm, we huove to get better at pre-
venting crime in general, Unfirtu-
nately, our prlitles and public dis-
course ik better balie and symp-
toamut e et s Lo mionml
partles, wie tend to demancd fist-trck
wustirts, special kiws and exomglary
prunishunent, It is easy for the estaldish-
menl toaceede to these demands
beecise thy ¢ pabalie unger,
Thelroverall o o law enforce-
ment outcomes ls lgnored. Few stopio
think that fsa-trneking soms: cises
mitins iy ather cisedare de- priorl-
tizorl. Indeed, the business of priociti-
eathon is itself the cause of much of the

that

corrupthon, politiclzation and njusticoe
thal eitkzens so desgise.
W need o ditferent approach. A sys-
temic seluthon requires s to upgrade

thet law enforcement system and bring
It inte thie i Age. Poll

that setthng up speciolist investigation
i peice departments and
ing successinl prosecutions
mnr]mnnmcﬁj hese unitscan

s froan neross the staie based

prosequtors ancd bower courts have sim-
by nl sezaled dpowdth the explosion of

anal diversity in the country.
places. Low enforoement olficials are
Just satisficing: ﬂ""\ ek the capacity,

thing ms e, H\trlg all that is broken Is
alkin tomoving i mountadn, Yo, moun-
tains can ber moved if millions of peogle
prushin the sense divection

Thae disrussion on paolice reforms
remalnsstuck st implementation of the
Supreand Coasrt's BO06 rling inthe
Prokesh Singh case Stale governmaents
Tuavve Daesen loath to fmyl J
arder becamwse it woulkd my
loaders relincpuishi
averthe coercive ppparatus that 1
eovel. As much as these structural
refiorms are chesirable, we necd to think
ol ether politically feasible relorms thit
take e right divection.

Hore's anexampde. In 2007, 1 gshd
thie grifted da lemtist Kurthik Shash-
Ieihar to help analyse dot rebating to
erimis against women naluage, rela-
oll-governad south Indlan
+Bonnd that thee conviction rate
srimes wins abyysmally low (less.
than % for molestation, for Instance). 1t
waas warsse (i the state capital. Cases
toiil o Lo Himee to dny il o
A AT ook one-an
o e broarghit o court. There they L

i saimpling, so that there isanover-
all sense that perpotrators will be
bronaght to court prompely, Further,
saion units, with

personnel trained in project mansge-
thnbgues. can help mavignte the
bareancracy.
Suchn e willl have a deterrent
Emupact aeross the board, At the marging
they will doter potential perpetrators
Trom commmitting crimes. Successful
prosecutions will giin media attonton
el wrmplify thee effeci.

Reforms such as these are well
within the capacity of state govern-
ments and donot require the drast ic
refirnies thit politiclans are wary of.
These are the type of i fate
temands that nnJllwIllmuuuhl o rmalse
ol thedr state governments,

Supch small chan, i yield big
b prrevements, but we akso need o
national policy commdtment towards
transforming liw enforcoment. Incla's
e il ek will ot magieally Jead
tox better outeomes, The cxperience of
thee Prakast Sgh ruling bs instructive,
It makes soms gond recommendations,
e are near]y two docades

vontext of changes in technology,
eeoncmy and soclety,

Wihat I«i fear, though, & that without

wulshed for yewrs and decades, As
1hik coneludedd, this beads to g pervemse
sitmntion where victins are discour-
aged From reporting crimes and poten-
tial offenders ire usideterved from
committing them.

Diesplie what you read kn hoolss and
st o television, our polkee fovees do
1idbeguate nimber of

tivies, Forensic specialisis
curtors, Kuthik and ol

-

el sonperative federal push,
forward movement = unlikely, A
natioml blue ribbon commisson,
vomipresed of the Undon hoane minkstry
el wll state governmients, is o way for-
ward, Yes, comimisaions often take long
i thelr reports gather dust, but they
et policy anchors that show the
Wiy Torwared,

ane big step better than

e churl in despair,
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Inthe age of AL it's often
said that data is the new oil,

Yet the real limitation we

face

isn't the availlability
of data but of

processing power,

CHRIS MILLER

.

Why Indian cities may remain as unliveable as they are

MANU JOSEPH

nong the most
onearth,

tochay ™ You think they are going i discuss
B tovmaike ronds endure, lane discdpline,

t& & journalist, noveliss, and the
creator of the Netfi series,
Drecoupled

san Intlian, my {5 are s bow

Tnilha ds obsessec with the im: e el ks air-
prorts. Oitherwhse, aeross o vast landscape,
Incdin isanurbancatastrophe. believe this
will st change, Thereis noshaopee. Leassthink

tht ey ke ol writimgurt
L opmanl 18 a Nithn Gadbarl
m}m— reating the plans of the minister for

nlonlky I that convey anacen-
rate reproseritation of modern liadia, Ouse is
hie Oy A the other is any Indian
tcm—n Tha games expose how poory rin

tand highy his great pro-
e, how e wouh] punish Indlans whio
o't follow thae Jaw (this part especiallyy,
hew e hopes o replace vehleular horns
with thie sosnd of Inclan musbeal nstr-
ey, amed how very soon road tavel from
Chiennal Lo Bangalore wis e cnly twe
heres. Db try to pednt out tohikm on X that
right new Bangaloge to Bangabore is two
heurs, 1 do not serously belleve ho can
ehumige my cpuality of life, bt he ks the only
prolitiicdin | e whi st least gets the fustasy
rigghit, A 1so enjoy reading bis pweets that
s tones | ook furtively be shioul-

I el wer st b 1
other to fare 5o poordy even against small
nations, Cur clties convey the same

Politicduns nre blamied a bit too much for
what ks essentlally natlonal charmeter. The
ut Indians have for use
ool that emaotion were
ted o carr decreplt civic infraste
ture, the lack of parks and beanty, ourlives
winiled b Instandly deher, But that |s nol
gokng 1o happen,

O of the reasons our lives will not
lm[mm.'hllutlmliu Is unabile to change iy
tovireat Indinns. India

toseeiflam alome.

it prolithcinns don't ghve any
1 by speale alour urbon future.
o nsnaical things Tk “sman
" Thae fact Is Inclla's
politicians and people huve wored together

L= el s thengsh th
I the sdminlsteative suboonsclous, thes

feeding that this s enough for Tndlans, they
cloay't dlesserve more, thisy don't want mere,
Just kmagine, wheroy th
mestings scheduled n your municipalbody

|m1[u~nm‘<l|‘m~ workingsignadsand how o
city avsthetle so that it can serve
wiell-helng of restdents®

‘rulTic ks newt the greatest enemy of urban
Many great citbesin thewarld hive that
. Tuhe Banghuok,

For el [t has eivibile ki elite, There

U;:Imr Even thmlp;ll Its Ourllves are :Iljlrlnc‘l'.llc:}"\i iy
efficient met 1o . sty kgl ity B
s UNITKEIY 2O o 0
ahlee, the Eaer i i livewedl. Every great city in
wiery bl tra nnclllkr\l.n 'mprm so e wordd has been abenedl-
Indin, its upper middle long as |ndja elary ol the vislon ofa soelal
class prefiers car trvel olite and the ease with
dlespitce the jams, But Teals is unableto wild enforoe
havesach high civic sense = hehaviour.
and public dignity that change howit damentals of

Banghok cannot madeh e
misery of any Indian
metro. lodio has never
serlosly tried 1o change
the parhilic be huvioar of Tnclians,
India's mest influg 1 perophe
e fo beliove in the kdea of a city, So
T, thy o st agepoar to cravy
aesthretlos o thiecomfort of ordl
Also, maybe they Intultively fi
chaos and ugline -.e.u(:mhl'.l\

the pocr fiey
therm behind. At any ghven pednt of dme,
wisuall

Except a

Tnailin's wrban mess may also come from
swhat I wiclely viewed as a political virtue
the fct that modern India wis net governed
il

treats Indians

of lndin's aarly load
word Important. Gandhl. for instanee,

i
Enmins evingelist of fglene. It he seemed
kel e
Inclian children o learn handioralt
before thelr formal primary education Gn

that the

ey his nod lefi

[nelii mever alienat

Bl that lrked i the ficst fiv
The Bailure of the modern Tndian o

par plank,
l' =

s poor.

lrpeart b

long ereough by s el

maockern Indla boowereere-
atord by its elite, but they
affit ot preevadl Bong enongh
Lo nuirture (s citles, Some
s alid not think cithes

ted fo bet big on villages. He was o

anted
e

ekt urkran planning. He

resting, For
wis always soanething that the ||:1I|:nun s
Tuaned oo b, People fled nature ind prersecu-
thon. Butmany develoging nations endured
anew ldnd of migration where the luckiest
precple migrated to oxpand their fuck, For
seviral generatbins now . the crearm of Tndia
s miggrated abroad or been in migratlon
ke, 10 is ot st h they hobd the secret
1o impreving weban 1ife, bat what the elite'’s
migrtion did was kower thedr stadoe b bonmse,
and in reforming lome. All suecessful
mitlons were teanslformed by their eliee.
When asociety s luckiest peapliedo met hive
Tulgghy staalees in Bome, we get modern India,

In this phenomensn also les our only
Ieopee. The Indian upper closs never fully
enfoyec] migration, Mow [ndis has prospernisd
onerngh to ol scane atteaction for the ne
evaomie elite, especiilly
Tully fised thery bedong in the Wist [ costs
thetoact like feadal lords in
Tornd Bivimg here better than
Wesdern ooder and cultur y
T a grroww g staadoe in mealclg Indian
Tiveable, They may want safer rowds, and,
who knows, even parks, chean alr and
iiscipline.
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INDIAN EXPRESS 158 NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT 15 A MISSTON.

— Ramnath Goenka

POLITICAL PARTIES MUST
INTEGRATE GREEN FOCUS
INTO POLL AGENDAS

5 India marches toweards its goal of Viksit Bharat with
rapid econmmie growth, oneol the most pressing ssges—
rising pollithon levels to environmental degradation—is
conspleunis by its sbeent [n electoral agendas. A stisdy
of alr quality dati collected from Janusry to June this
year by the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Alr shows
150f the hundred most polluted cities in India are In Harvana,
The study also reveals that all Haryana clties exceeded the safie
limits fir PM10level sot by India’s National Ambient Air Quat-
ity Standard and the World Health Organteation.
Haryana is just a month away from cheesing a new povern-
ment. The state ks 4 classie example of how rapid industrialis.
that and urbanisation can worsen pollution levels. Yet no party
has made thisscotrgea partol Its political discourse. Perhaps,
Indian partbes can learn from how political outfits in other na-
thons contribute to soclety by making impactiul interventlons,
Forexample, political parties in western countrbes have played
an important role in deawing public attention toenvimnmental
disasters and the need for adopting a sustainable lifestyle.
India has been witness ing extrome weather svents asa result
of climate change. A rare convective activity that combined
elowdburst and high wind uprooted over one lakh trees in Tal-
angana earlier this week. The town of Joshimath in Uttara
khand fs sinking. Indiseriminate foll ing of trees and construce.
thirk activity is playing havoe with the fragile Himalayas, which
are witnessing frequent landslides. The melting glaciers amd
dylng rivers are threatening 1He and lvelihood. India’s mon-
s00ns have become ervatheand in recent vears, extreme ralnfall
has led to catastrophibe foods. Poor urban planning, wetland
encroachment, and deforestation have compounded the impact
of floods. India‘s long coastline malkes it vulnerable to cyclones
‘whase [nereasing freguency has been largely attributed to ris-
ing sea surface temperatires, The time for action ks now Beeur-
ring disasters underseore deeper lssues, namely unplanned
and unehecked development. This, combined with weak envi
ronmsental regubations, has spell disaster Indls needs stronger
envirommental laws that must be enforeed strietly A good start
15 to get political parties o Integrate environmental policies
with thelr electoral agenda. The voters need to demand their
right to clean air and water, and sustainable cithes and towns.

KERALA ON RIGHT TRACK
TOIMPROVE BUSINESS EASE

ERALA spramga surprise inthe latest Ease of Dolng Busl-
s Refirms ranking, reteased by the Unlon Minkstry of
Commerce and Industry on Thursday, by topplng the
chart. The state, long piltoried for its industry-unfriondly
character and recurring labour strikes, has beon taking
prosctive steps in recent times to promote basinesses and woo
investors. And these efforts seem to be paying off OF the 10
citbzen-centrle reform areas and 20 business-centric areas con
shilered for the ranking, Ketala topped In bnpletnenting seven
citlzen-centric reforms and two business-centric reforms.

The two business-centric reforms where it emorged & 4 top
performer are: facllitating utllity permits for business and pay-
ing tuxes. The ¢itlzen-centric reforms are: online single window
system, certificate issuance by urban local bodies, cortificate
Issuznes by revenue department, providing utility permite, pub-
lie distriburtion system, transport, and employment exchange.

To put things in perspective, Kerala's performance in the
muore important Base of Delng Bugtness ranking {not to be con-
fused with the latest EODB-reforms rankings) Is still below par,
thouigh it has been making progress. Kerala stood at the 15th
place in 2022, a remarkable jump from the 28th position in 209,
‘While Kerala's gains over the past two decades in terms of hi-
mien development Indbeators—high 1ife expectancy st birth, low
death rate, balanced malefemale ratlo, high literacy rite, and
low poverty incidence—are commendable, its image as a “bus)-
ness-unfriendly” state was coming in the way of attracting in-
vestments, Also, the delay in clearances, especially at the local
self-government kevel, often frustrated investors, aspecially
small and medium players. Big lnvestors, hewever, do not face
stch delays as they have accass (o the powers that be—which
highlights the disturbing lack of a level playing field.

The ranking shows Kerala is moving in the right divection,
slowly plugeing the bottlenecks at varlous levels. Also, 1t will
help the stite showease itself and tell investors [t means busi
ness, The Communist government has sent out the message that
It wants businesses to come so they can create jobs for young.
sters who are growing restless due to lack of opportunities,
Kerala still has a long way to go in terms of providing & good
environment for businesses to thrive, but i mist be said that i
hiag begun well. And as they say, well begun is hall done. Now,
the government should ensure that the momentim s not lost,

KEEP CLOSE EYE ON MPOX

NIMA has reportod the first mpos case (eartier called monkey-
post) in several months, The WHO recently declared the owt-
break of a new variant of the virus a public bealth emergeney
of international concern. [ndia detected 30 cases of an older
strain between 2022 and March 2084, The disease, which at times
can be futal, bas a few recommended vacelnes. But the vaccines
take a few weels to become effective. There is no need to panie,
But India should stock up on the vaccines, step up survedllance
of trinllers from central and western Africa, whers thedisease
is endemie, and increase swareness shout the infection.

Eubilshed by R K.
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HEN itcomes to regime chang-
es, Leftists, it would seem,
make common causs with Is.
lamists, litthe realising that the
lgtter only think of them as
useful idiots, easy to dispose of
after the mepiry of their use-by
date. As we have seen in the recent vio-
lence in Bangladesh, when not just Hin-
dies or Awami Leagoe supporters but
Leftists were the targets of systematic,
EVET T feroci

But what we may not have realised
is how seculars are similarly corralled
and marshalled to silence violence
against Hindus, not only in Bangladesh
or India, but in the US, Europe, Austral-
im, or elsewhere. The "H™ word is
ansthema and, under all circumstances,
must be camouflaged.

If Hindus are atiacked, killed, abduct-
ed, raped, held for ransom or extortion,
the appropriate substititte is ‘minorities’.
If their temples are attacked, ohjects of
worship or reverence vandalised, then
other victims of murderous mobes, such
as Christians or Buddhists or "tribals'
must also be mentioned in the same
breath. The civilised antidote to the spill-
ing of Hindu blood, it would seem, is not
hlack ink but whitewash.

The same illogic is applied on both
sides of the subcontinent, Take the case
of Anubhav Sinha's Netflix series on the
hijecking of IC 814, A leading media per-
=on and commentator; by no means a
Hindutva-supporter, has called it "an ex-
pensive PR job for the IST7, The BJF me-
dia cell outraged over the falsification of
the hijackers’ names. This, however, is
not entirely troe. The hijackers did use
fake Hindu nemes, such as "Bhola™ and
“Shankar™. Also non-religious, even non-
sensical, nicknames such as "Doctor™,
“Chief", and "Burger”.

But this only ends up masking the real
identity of the hijackers. Naive viewers
may think they were Indians or Hindus,
Why were the real names of the hijack-
ers—Sunny Ahmed Qazi, Shakin, Mistri
Zuhoor Thrahim, Shahid Akhtar Sayed,
and Ibrahim Athar—not revealed? Or
that they were Pakistani operatives, con-
trolled by Inter-Services Intelligence (IS}
or its proxies? Several fact-checkers who
weighed inon the sideof Anubhav Sinha
and his team do not reveal this. The geo-
political, strategic, Pakistani, [slamist
angles in the story are suppressed.

On the other hand, leading Muslim op-
position leaders have sven asked why peo-
ple are ohjecting to IC 824 when they ac-
oepted fiction asfuct in The Aosfrmr Files.
Surely they don't expect terrorists and

-
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Wictims must be accurately named, not only for
reasons of historic veracity, but also to expose and
apply pressure on thelr oppressors and aggressors

WHY ACCURATE

NAMING

IS SUCH

A BIG DEAL

MAKM.Q.ND R Hesthes end commesiziy
PARANIJAPE
RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

wvictims of terrorism to be treated in the
same manner? But, who knows, perhaps
they do. One man's terrorist is another
man's freadom fighter, as the cliché goes.
O, to cite another cliché, terrorism has
no religion. Perfectly true, except when it
means never mention the terrorist's reli-
glon, especially if it is Islam or Sikhism.

Thewhitewashing, let us admit, is there
for all to see, but not exactly in the man-
nerthat it has been called out, Instead, the
play that we ohserve in many previous
Ballywood biockbusters is to humaniza
terrorists, gloss over the Islamist religious
fdeology that supports their actions, miti
gate their murderous violence and disre-

TOURNY R2¥

gard for human lives, and instead amplify
their gestures of kindness and friendship.
The sharp sword held over the neck of the
victim is invisibilised, as is the threat to
kill one hostage at a time if demands are
not met, Instead, the singing, joking, or
calling a hostage sister and gifting her 5
shawl, is what is emphasised

Today, a similar v.h1m.!sh1n.g is play-
ing out inanother yet-to-be relessed mov-
ie, Kangana Ranaut's Emergency. Be-
cause Sikhs can never be terrorists or
assassing of those they were paid and
pledged to protect—aceording to Sikh re-
Tigious suthorities who have asked for its
‘banning. Asfor Hindus? Remember Gul-

THE EARLY LIFE OF
A SECULAR SAINT

N afollow-up to last week's story
about Adi Shankara, [would like
to share some details sbout a
20th-century ‘secular saint’ in
Shanksra's tradition. Sri Chan-
drasekharendra Saraswati {1884-
1%04) was the ‘Mohaswami of
Kanchi, the Gth Shankaracharys of the
ancient Kemakoti Matha, an important re-
ligious institution in Kanchipuram, Tamil
Nadu He remains a cult figure even today
fior devotees. His birth stor was Anuradha,
also called Anushs, and is observed every
month as-a festival in homes across India
and the world by sections of the Indian di-
aspora. There is a Manimandapam or me-
marial tample to him in New Jarsey US.

The Mahaswami believed that 'God is
Ome’, and saved the mosgue next to his
Matha from demolition in the 1960s from
the then Congress CM of Tamil Nadu, M
Bhaktavatsalam. At the same time, he
played a kay role in reviving the sty of
the Vedas, equipping society with properly
learned priests to serve homes and tem-
pdes, and teaching the public dost devotional
verses. He pioneered the conservation of
neghected temples and inspired the build-
imgrof new ones. Many devotess personally
testify online to his miracles of healing.

While deeply learned, he was simple
and accessibla, and reportedly had a
wicked sense of humeur He walked hare-
oot for miles across Indis in pedeyatras.
Carnatic music was his grand passion,
and great musicians of the day flocked to
him for spiritual insights imto the compo-
sitions they seng. Pandit Vishnu Digam-
bar Paluskar of the Gandharva Mahavi-
dyalaya came to Kanchipuram and sang
North Indian bhajans for him. Oneof the
Mahaswami's protegees was M S Subbu-
lakshmi, &nd when she was invited to
singat the UK General Assembly in 1966,
he composed the Banskrithymn 'Maitrim
Bhajata’ for her, calling for world peace.

His admirers inchuded a wide swathe of
society acroes religions, from the very poor
tothe rich and powerful, from canteen boys
to kings. Indirs Gandhi, King Constantine
and Princess Irene of Greecs, and King
Juan Carlos and Queen Spphia of Spain
were among his fans The Dalai Lama called
him “the only monk of the century™.

But this great sage had a heartbreaking
start. Swaminathan, or 'Ginni’ (meaning
‘parrut’) as he was called at home, was the
pet of hisfamily in a small town in the Ma-
dras Presidency. He sang like a bird, topped
in Bite class at Mission school, and was as

REMUKA NARAYANAN

FAITHLINE

happy as a normal litthe boy could be, safe in
the love of his parents and siblings. His fa-
ther, Subrahmanya [yer, wes & school super-
wisor for the British government and had
him admitted to the English school 1o give
Ginni and his brothers the best pessible
modern education aviileble. Ginni's mother
Mahalakshmiwasof distinguished descent.
Her long-agn ancestor was the great 17th
century musisologist Venkatamakhin, who
had mapped Carnatic ragas into the grid
called the 72 Melokarta, Another ancestor
was Govinda Dikshitar, who had been a
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Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswati
was the *Mahaswami of Kanthi',
the 6Bth Shankaracharya of the
ancient Kamakoti Matha. While
deeply lzamed, he was simple and
arcessible, and reportedly had a
wideed sense of humaur

Q

minister of the Mayak kings of Thanjavur
and had worked very hard to improve the
conditions of temples and ghats by the river
Kaveri. Music ran in her blood and she
taught Ginni to sing in many rogas.
“Listeners should know how to enjoy
B song whether it is in alight or weighty
raga.” she taught Ginni “One should be
broad-minded because although tastes
muay differ. music is everybody's birth-
right. A song should touch the heart.
That is the yardstick, not anything else.
Roga Todi has weight while Sindhu
Bhairevi is light. Both touch the heart.”
Athought struick Ginnd. “Why do all con-
certs end with a Mangalom!™ he asked.
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"A Mangalom is a blessing,” explained
his mother. “It is in Rrge Madhvamovati
which is linked to Rage Kharaharopripa,
Sri Ramn's favourite roga. i islike s return
gift from the musician to the listeners,
wishing them well-being and repentance
for any sins. knowing or unknowing ™

Ginni grew particularly fond of the
songs of 18th century scholsr-saint Muth-
uswany Dikshitar, whose pen-name was
“Guru Guha’. This meant ‘Hartikeya®, the
same as Ginni's name ‘Swaminathan'.
“Hereally describes the gods well,” Ginni
told his mother. “Ican almost see them

when you sing his songs.”

That year, Ginnd's father took the family
tova town nearby where the G6th Shankara-
charyaof Kanchipuram wason avisit. The
family Iooked up to him as their spiritual
gruide and went to seek his hlessings. The
Shankaracharya’s eye was caught by Gin-
ni. "Come closer; child, ™ he said, and Ginni,
not shy in the least, came foreurd at once,

The sepr asked Ginmi 8 number of ques-
tions about prayers, practice and music. Ha

¢ The elimate bill has finally come due. Right now il
being paid by the smallest and most vulnersbie. Small

island communities are among the first to pay the

price of elimate change but no one will eseape forever

Baran
Waga

zar's Maachis (1906)7 The Khalistani ter-
rorists, backed by [81, are shown as ro-
mantic and mizgmaided heroes.

The "real” culprit, who plants bombs
in buses, played by Om Puri, is called

‘Banatan”. I've never heard anyone be-
ing named thus, but Gulzar decides to
uge it to mark the souree of evil. No one
noticed or ohjected to it then. But today,
it shows the bigger anti-Hindu ecosys-
tem that supports and promotes film-
makers and writers, From early “pro-
gressives” like Khwaja Ahmad Abbas
and Mahboob Khan to our own Salim-
Javed &nd, yes, later tolesser mortals ke
Anurag Kashyap and Anubhay Sinha.

The common target of Islamists, Left-
ist=, and seculars alike is what used to be
called “Hindu communalism™ and 35 today
known as Hindutva. But in the end, it is
not the ideology of political Hinduism that
suffers as much as ordinary Hindus all
over the world. It is they who bear the
bruntof violenoeand hatred; it is they who
aredemonissd and dehumanised; it is they
who become expendables, cannon fodder
for violent ideologies and idealogues.

Now the seculars in Bangladesh are
pressuring the seculars in India not o
use the "H" word when it comes to the
violence and atrocities of the regime
change. Don't talk about the killing of
Hindus, they say, don't tarnish the popu-
lar movernent sgainst Sheikh Hasing as
either [slamist or CLA-spomsored. Portray
it a5 & peaceful, progressive and secular

piesmernent led by brave students
all communities, aguinst an unpop-
ulsr dictator: The dirty socret that is be-
ing denied is that Jihadis are oftentimes
paid for their mercenary atrocities by be-
ing permitted to loot, kill, rape, or hold to
ransom Hindus and other targeted groups
like the Yazidis or Armenians.

We fedl for this earlier by not publicis-
ing or internationalizing the genocide of
Hindus in Bangladesh during the 1671
liberation of the country from Pakistan,
Today, leading journalists are asking In-
dis not to take up the canse of Hindus in
Bangladesh. But this is wrong both mor-
ally and strategically

Victims must be sccurately named, not
only for reasons of historic veracity; but
also to éxpose and spply pressure on
their oppressors and aggressors. Whar-
ever and whenever Hindus are targeted,
we mist name the victims and speak up
for them, We should do this whether we
are communalists, seculars, or leftists—
aswe should for all victims of religious,
ethnic, and other forms of viokence.

(Vierws e persomel)
(Tweets @Mukrand Poranspe)
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Census fears

Ref: Caste moufds the R35 cofpssos (Sep B).
There {5 nothing wrong in the R5S changing its
policies on caste censws and resesvation. The
RSE ix not against devalution of power among
the sotially deprived sections. But its fear of
parties misuzing the cendus to split the Hindo
vete hank is not unfounded.

& Mataraja Perumal,

Political skulduggery

Baciward castes deserve their rumbs of
powsr puredy on the basis of welfarizsm, not
for the puspose of divizive pachializm,
Using caste as a unifier is prefered to
misusing it a2 past of political sketduggery, as
taste-free sodiety is fmisible in near Tuturz.
Venlkat Desikan, Chennai

Flexible RSS

RSE B proved to be mave accommodating

of the diversity in India than the 8JF. Bedl

the foiat statements issoed to wpport caste
reservation or giving the call for an end to the
Manggur vinlance. In this era of Modl 1.0, with
the BIF falling short of the majority mark and
the growing bostility of the RIS towasds Yogi
Adityanath, |1 will be mteresting to see how
this parent-child relatlonship is maintained.
Aparria Vats, Bengalurg

Mediate violance

Ret: & more dead i Manipur vialence, W
meets pur|3zp B). The death of tix more
peaple in Masipu is unfortunate. The clashes
hawe resutted in1he deaths of at least 200
individualz. Ta put 22 end 1o this wiolznte. PM

was greatly surprised by Ginnd

precocious answers, Ginni too found him
deaply interesting. There was a gentle,
doepairabout the seer that impressed him.
A line from Bible class came to mind: "For
it was fitting for us to heve such a high
priest, holy, innocent, undefiled.”

A few months later, news came that the
ith Sankaracharya had passed away of
agp. Thenew Shankaracharya, a very young
man, was Swaminathan's cousin. But he,
too, died of a sudden sickness, and Ginni, to
This absolute shock. was taken away to be in-
stalled as the G8th Shankarscharya.

Kneeling on the floor of the cart he was
taken mwvay in, he repeated the only manim
he knew, Rama, Rama’, in fright. His par-
ents were informed and could not object.
They were allowed to see him one last time,
already in the shaven-headed, ochre-clad
dress of A =anyazi, and laft weeping.

How this Little boy; taken at just 13, over-
came his homesickness and evolved into a
arest saint is a deeply poignant tale, which
Dwill tell another time, i you wish,

(Views are personal)
(shebabotdagmail.com)
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betwees the twe communities.

PWictar Selvasaj, Paloyamkottai

Justice delayed

Ref: Delay in seecution aponising for death

row convists: 5T (5ep B). After the presideat.,

the Supseme Court has also expeessed

dispie inthe dalay 3

Heweuer, it i unfortonate that nelther of

them have suggested any remedy to eliminate

the delay_ First and fesemost, the sumber

of adjzenments allowed in a case showdd

be capged at three, Similarly, wheneves the

fast appellate ot upholds the lower court

verdict, no fusther appzal should be allowed.
shian Mair,

Paralympic inspiration

Rek: Lost leg o fsurgemcy, nof Fema spinit
(Sen B). Hats off o 40-yaar-cid soldies
tolatn H 3zma for winning a bronze medal in
the Paris Paratymoics after the loss ol a legin
002 in & counter-insurgzney operation in 1K,
He is a source of inspiration, resiliance and
determination toall.

NA foseph, Ettumanoar

Airea, Lth Phese, Sunvey M. 56, Part Yarandahalll Villsge, Sgani ok,
witheun pror d
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The vulnerability of live-in couples

into the disappearance of a

Heyear-old worman,

Shrwdedha Walkar, Her
inerber, allegedly comminted by
Doy e liveein parener, gnited i
media irial. Sections of the media
obtained her social media
conversations, and financial and
travel details, from the police and
Ther friends to petrace her key life
decisions. The case, framed as
violenee within an inter-faith
lve-in relationship, fadled 1o
provoke debates on vielations of
ipersonal data as a breach of the
indlividuals privacy, The trial
i the erime a precantionary
tade against deviating from
conventional soclal norms,

Recent surveys show that
arranged marriages are thie norm
i Imvchin, The chobees of the youth
are shaped by socletal pressures
andd thee lack of legal protection
available to interfaith couples and
these in live-dn relationships.
Shredidha’s case relnforced this
sensibility behind relathonships.
India’s democracy celebrates

pluralism of social, religious, and
political practices instiutionally
and in the everyday Hves of
«itlzens, The mechanksms of
Justice and law arguably secure
ithee rights of each individual
wnshrined in the Constinution,
This artiche connects the recent
erimes against upconventional
cotples and the legal protection
[pasible for them.

Secking justice

“The Domestic Violence Act, 2006,
extends to lve-dn relationships, In
20005, the Supreme Court, ina
declston on l111'mmpl-lll1l ofa
woman, Lt Skgh, against her
ammdly"s threats to her husband,
upheld inter-caste marriages. In
following judgments, the Supreme
ot extended the same
protection to live-in relationships,
stating, "Live-dn or marriage-like
relationship ks neither a crime nor
4 sin thowgch socially unacceptable
i thiks conmtry™, The law offers
protection against domestic
violence 1o women n such setups
and property rights to children of

Samagra Shiksha fund delay punishes role-model States

The Centre's withholding of funds has more 1o do with aceeptance of the PV Shi scheme than the actual oucomes of te Samiagra Shiksha scheme

0 2022, vestigations began |

Megha Sharia
Assistant Prolessor
Hational Law Schoal
Indla University
Bangalone

The resteictive
nature of legal
provishons for
live-in couples
allows social
COrservatism o
fimel s wiry
hack 1o
Institutions of
Justice

stich couples, However, the
complaints mostly seek protection
agalnat wormen's praneis,

T el v, Stente of LLF, CH015),
the Allababad High Court,
buileling on the conservatism
towards marrkage, warned against
the emotional and psychological
consequences of such alliances:
“Nowt omly prostinution but
sometlmes, as a result of ‘live-in
relationship’, a woman faces
deportation.., or imvelverment in
the commission of crimes. 1t ks not
than every live-in relationship may
result with ill consequences, .
However, Courts have no
perameter o fod out the intens of
oys and girls who are... in live-in
reflationship,”

Legal ambiguity has bevn a
central issue in such cases, as
these relationships are not lllegal,
st they do not offer the rights
and social acceptance possible
with marriages. The 'intent’
becomes narrowly defined as the
monogEmos naune of the
couphe's relationship and beaves
out ary other forms of
companionship, In Chaweli, the
Court sakd, “Fumndamental rights
securing the individual rights of
the cltizens should be looked into
from an Indian perspective.”
Juddgments view livedn
relationships s a western
coneept, They separate western
Inclividueal rights and protection
from the Indian traditional and
customary practices that place
family as the basls of socialksaion,

Thee Conrt's agpeeal to i unified
Indian perspective excludes the
cliss and social inequalities that
can impact cltfzens” aocess to law,
A homogenous culiure Tk

couples in marriages are telerated
but not accepted as natural 1o
Tidia. The judiciary's
Interpretations expose the couples
10 vulnerabiliy by legithmising
customarny practices throwgh the
irlals, In 2024, for instance, the
Maclhya Pradesh High Court
dismissed an interfaith coupbe's
pheas seeking police protection
agalnst the woman's family and
registration of thelr marriage,
abserving that the union of a
Mushim man with a
“fire-worshipper” woman s noi a
valld wedding as per Muslim Liw,
Further, the couple could not
provee their financial dependence
o bomgterm residence, which
were eritical o proving their
relationship akin to marriage. The
rubies dlefining the criteria for
establshing lve-in relatlons do not
account for the impossibility of
opening a bank account or
colabiting in India's rental market
without proof of marriage or
Tamnily thes,

The restrictive naure of such
provisions allows social
conservatism to find s way back
10 the seculir institutions of justice
i maosdern Tndia. Uneder the garb
of appeals to Indian traditons and
perspectives, the judgments
promote legal protection only
thrensggh marriage, A 2023 High
Court order held, *It reserves
many rights and privileges 1o
marrled persons to preserve and
encotirage the nstiutlon of
marrlage, The Supreme Cowrt ks
simply acceping a social reality,
andd it has no kntention o unravel
ihe fabric of Indian Gmily life”,

Indlia's religioass and legal

furabism offers possibilities for

the divergence in the experiences
o Wormen across easte, economic
groups, liveracy levels, and
setthements, These aspects
independently and collectively

1 i s f

rethinking interconnections
between Liw and soclal practices.
There are many efforts by
NoTSEaLe Actors o support
inidividuals expressing their

) The success of these

or
protection and the possibiliy of
acoessing formal legal
mechanisms.

Negotiating law
The rights of live-in couples
welghied against the righs of

Initatives should bead w0 changes
in attitudies towards socinlisation
and create supportive community
networks, while promoting
deliberathons over the role of law
a5 a corrective check to prevalent
discrimination.

A litmus test for the BIP

The odds are stacking up against the ruling party

STATE OF PLAY

Vikas Visudeva

Wi amicevadhihehindi ov.l

aryana polithes. is cha-
H racterised by shifting
alliances, coalitlons
of castes, and national i
fluences, As Assembly elec-
tions are scheduled 1o tke
place In the St on October
5, there Is a stir in the political
landscape.

Thise polls will be a liimus
test for the rling Bharativa
Janta Party (BIP) as the Oppo-
sition parties, particularly the
Congress, are gearing up o
challenge its decadedong do-
minance in the State, The elec-
tion appears o be a direa
contest between the BIP and
the Congress, even as talks on
seat-sharing  are  underway
between the Congress and
Aam Aadml Party (AAF).

The BIP, which has released
It first list of 67 candidaes, |s
facing rebellion on close toa
dozen of seats. Even as it trivs
tor placate its rebels, the par-
1y's Diggest challenge is the an-
ti-incumbency factor. There is
ks D Sense AMONE many peo-
ple in the State that the mling
party failed to evolve a polit
cal grievince redressal me-
chanksm during lis wnure, As
i result, voters' concerns on
seeveral [ssues, such as the sex:
il harssment chirges of the
women wrestlers, Guimers' de-
mands, and traders’ problems
with the Goods and Services
Tax, all went wnheard. The

y will likely have 1o com:
hat the political marrative sur-
rounding its "arrogance”, in
the run-up to the polls. Des-
pite these ssues, the BIP ap-
pears confident about regain:
Ing power after “effectively
fighting against corruption
and nepatism”, anc "ensuring
ransparency” in governance,

The Congress, which re

Haryana

cently  inducted  Olymplan
wrestlers Vinesh Phogat and
Bajrang Punia into the party,
has declared 41 candidates so
far. Last year, the two wres-
thers were at the forefront of
protests against the former
Wresthing Federation of India
president and former BIP MP,
Bril Bhushan Sharan Singh,
The two wrestlers are young
and from the Jab or agr
community, which could
nefit the party,

However, the Congress s
ricldled with factionalism and
has been functioning for mare
than nine years without block
andl district comminees, The-
refore, lts blggest challenge Is
lr puat wp a united fight againsy
the BJR

Meanwhile, the AAP, which
has successfially fought fights
elections on an anti-corrup-
tion plank, ironfcally appears
to be o the defensive on the
fssue s many of its leaders are
facing corruption charges,

‘There are others in the fray
1o, incluciing the Indian Na-
thomal Lok Dal (INLDY; th
Hujan Sama) Party (B8P and
thiee Janmayak Janea Party (0P,
the WM former  coalition
partner, which is contesting
the election with the Auzad Sa-
mal Party (Kanshi Ramj,

As always, every party is re-
Iying on caste equations, Ear-
Her this year, by replacing Ma-
nohar Lal with Nayaby Singh
Salnd, an Other  Backward
Classes (OBC) leader, as Chief
Minister, the BII* seemed de
termined to maintain an elec-

Whess

| DATA POINT | .
- Top rankers denied funds
byl Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan The data for the charts ane saurced from the National Family Health Survey 201921 {marked * in graph), and U-DISE (marked *]. In each measure, States in the

ver the past year, the
0 Centre has withheld funds

of the Samagra Shiksha
scheme (S5A) o at least five Oppo-
sitlon-ruled States = Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Punijily, West Bengal, and
Delhi, The S8A bs an overarching
programme for the sehool ediea-
tion sector, Data show that the
Centre's declslon has more to do
with acceptanee of the PM Shri
scheme, which aims to develop
“esemplar madel schools, that off-
er leadership 1w other schools”,
than the owcomes of the S5A, In
some cases, unwillingness to ac-
cept thie National Education Pallcy
i s enthrety wis also a resson,

The fees for students enrolled
under the Right 1o Education de-
pends on SSA funds. Salary delays
for teachers have also been report:
ed in these Stares, Owing o the fi-
k] burden, Kerala an njaly
relented and Delhi oo may agree
o thee Centre's terms,

By delaying the funds, the
Centre has penalised the States
that are at the forefront of achiev-
g the S5A% major objectives,
such as bridging social and gender
waps, ensuring equity and inclu-
slon i school education, promaot-
ing vocational education, ensuring
school provisions, and training
teachers,

The graph compares 22 major
States on 20 objectives of the S8A.
On all 20 objectives, Kerala b5 in
the top half (best 11 States) of the
list, even leading in many, Tamil
Nl s in the top half on 19 objec:
tives, Delhi s in the op half on 15
olijectives, and West Bengal on 15,
Munjab featires in the top half for
12 of the objectives,

Amaong the States which got the
funds, Gujarit ks in the top half for
anly eight of the 20 objectives. Li-
tar Pradesh and Madhya Pragdesh
are in the top half for three objec-
thves each, and Bihar for two,

fap hall [best 11) are macked In @, bettom half are markedt in @, I Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Punjoly, Delhi or West Bengal are In the top hall, they are highlighted as

@, Il thery ave in the bottom half they are highlighted as @ In the graph, BH: Bihar, KR: Kevala, PB: Punjab, GJ: Gujarat, HP: Himachal Pradesh

toral hold over the ORCS, who
account for about 35% of the
State's population, However,
the caste arithmetle does not
appear to be working o the
BJis advantage since the Jats,
who constitute about 22% of
thie State’s populagion, and the
Scheduled Castes (5C), who
comprise about 200 (201
Coensus), may be leaning o
wards the Congress,

Political observers believe
that the reason for Jat consali-
dation is the “weakening” of
thie INLD and the 1P - parthes
which draw their support lar-
pely from the agrarian class,
The Jat votes have traditional
Iy been divided among the
Congress, the INLD, and the
QI I the Jag votes of the INLD
and P are secured by the
Congress, the party would be
b an advantageous position.

There is another reason
why the Jats are moving to-
wards the Congress, Afver
forming the government in
2014, the BJP selecied Mano
B Lal, & norcdat, as Chiel Mi-
nister. In Jor-dominaed Ha
ryam, Mo Manohar  Lal
Became the first non:an Chiel
Minister in 18 years after Bl
Jan Lal, Since thin, the com-
munity believes that it has lost
political power, This bitter:
ness may have only grown,
glving them more reason to
ritlly behingd the Congress,

Securing the SC vote Is also
golng to be an uphill task for
the B, In 2004, the party had
won nine of the 17 (50) As
sembly seats in Haryana. This
dropped o five in the 2009 As-
sembly polls, On the other
hand, the Congress's perfor:
maAnee i these seats went up
fronm four seats In 2004 to se-
wen seats in 2009, In the recent
Lok Sabha elections too, the
Comgress improved It vole
share in SCoreserved seas,
These figures only affirm the
loss of the BIIPs support
among Dalits.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 9, 1974

Bhutto on normalisation of

ties with India

New Dielhi, Sept 9: The Pakistan Prime Minlster,
Mr. Bhatto, has wld the visiting Sri Lanka Primse

Minister, Mrs. Bandaranaike that “despite the
st bueks cavsed by the Indinn nschear

explosion, the process of normalisation (of

L4 IndoPakistan relitions) wis being resumed,”

According 1o Rachio Pakistan, the above view
of Mr, Bhistto wis contadived in a joint
communigue issued to-day at the end of Mrs,
Bandaranalke's five-day official visit to Pakistan.

Thee raelio sadd that Mr, Blwitto apprised Mrs,

Bandaranaike of the ‘evolution of Pakistan's

v’ aned todd her the

accordance with the Simla Agreement the two

coumtries (ndia and Pakistan)y would “in due

course discuss modaliies of establishing durable
peace between them, including a final

setthement of the Janm and Kashmir dispure.”
Mrs. Blwutto also informed Mrs, Bandaranaike

of the “results™ of his recent vislt to Bangladesh
andd of the “positive”™ contribution that has been
macke towards “mutual understanding and

reconciliation”, the radio sald.
The communique sakd the two Prime
Minksters were gratified over the progress made

regarding Seb Lanka's proposal for making the

Inddian Ocean a zone of peace.

it alkso apprised Mrs, Bandaranaike

of the initiative’ Pakistan had decided to take at

the coming United Natdons General Assembly

sesshon for the declaration of & nucleir-free sone

Patkistan and India had decided to establish a
joint eeonomic committes to promote
coqoperation between the two natlons, the

A MUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 9, 1924

Cambodia cotton,

The Government have dechded, in view of the
exceptional circumstances of the present

season, when, owing 1o the fallure of the early

radns, the crops other than coton had been

peoor andl the ryors hisd had o depend on the
cotton crop to mabie good, st any rate In part,
the losses consequent on the Fiilure of other

crops, w0 extend the tme for uprooting

% off 510 year-olds M of 1113 yoar-olds W of 14-18 yoar-olds % of 16-17 year-alds % ol 6-10 year-ald girly
attending primary school* attending upper primary® ding higher &P
™ we
) g L} 6 o . W
BN t : e ] o ., MR s &
L DX ] ] L] L]
w [ ] o w * : (4] ? .' up e
Wi g ™ | L
"o " [
» M 100 b " Twos | m w8 1 w0 PA "% relations with Ind
% ol 11-13 year-old girks Yol 14-15 year-old girls ol 16:17 year-old girls b of 578 (617 year-olds) %% of SC8 (617 yoar-olds) who
primary ding y* attending highor secondary® who attended school* antended school®
Wi, [
L] wan
e up, [
™ Wt X wa ¥ afefe = it o & ot
e [ L L ] . L] @ ® ™ L)
w o * Gl Y Gl =wl| M e e H
™ Pl OL wn
[ w b T ® we A owm w0 5 1 0
% off OBC (0-17 year-olds) ol 18-37) whe ol Ith fumetional % of school; 1 % of schools with functional
who attended school* At * boys toller* electriciy® girls oklet*
In South Asia.
R up i L]
i .‘l L ] it ‘3 : ue : y o
L] » 2 1 g L L ) L]
& B ® S w :‘ " communigue sid,
Po Telangana M
50 % 100 65 » T o m " " s w0 % 100
Wy off schools with basic W of schools with library/ % of schoali witha % of teachars who underwent % of schaols with vocational
internet® reading comer/book bank® playground* bneservice tralning* courses In secendary and
higher-secondary
JaK
g“ ° wit w % B mes e
[ ] [] i [ ] L
[ : L) % L1 [T ] : Wi
&8 H Wi
" e ™ LI
[
we
. . 1 : B y . .
20 @ 109 6 80 100 10 ™ 00 0 1] won 10 0
Wit inguts from L, Mohamed A Ang i Amand 1, Wi g with am

- »

&)

Cambodia coton from Ist August untll

Sepremiber 15t this year,

- »




-- -

06

Che Tribune

ESTABLISHED IN 1881
The Kargiladmission

Pakistan must do more to bridge trust defict

AKISTAN army chiel’ Gen Syed Asim Mumir
has uttered the Kword K stands for Kargil,
ot what the Hawslpindi Generals are peren-
nially obwessed with — Kashmir Addressing
the Defence and Martyrs' Day event on Fri-
day. Gen Munir mentioned the 1548, 1965, 1871 and
Rargil wars — all in the same heeath. This public
acknowledgement of the 1990 conflict by nore other
than Pakistan’s top miitary officer debunked the
Improbabke theory that “private freedom Mg htors wise
widy involved i the intrugons. Even former PM
Nawaz Shart! had stopped short of naming Kargl when
e ncdmiltted carlior this year that Lskimabad had violat-
o] s agroerment with Delhi. sigred by him and then PM
Atal Bihart Vajpayes in February 1000
I iscommon hmwtd.-lht th: Kargil maad vertume
s orchwe chibef Gen Pervee Mushae-
ral. Semarting from this mmdm Puldistan tried to tum
the tables on India but came a croppes. Why would Gen
Munir mention & now, weels after India colebrated 25
yeurs of the Kargil triumph ™ After all, the Pukistani mili-
tary s femly inthe sckile, withUhe Shardl beothers urder
nsmmww mmnwe e PM Imrun Khan
bt ttem pl o ghe the impres-
son that PII(I:.I'\ in finally coming to termi with it
unplonsant past and |8 kim0 boarn from its histonoal
blundrs, wa.mm St saddd ot the s
event that his country desired peace with all neigh
Despite these statements, coupled with overtunes
such an Pakistan’s lvitation to PM Narendra Modi to
attend the SCO medting in Idamabad next month,
India hius no remson o let its guard down, The trust
deficit persists, with the Jasnmu region roeling undera
spatee of attacks Unked W Pakistan-trained termoriste
I Ly, Pl o itsolf battling weint
in Balock and Khyber P Gony Munir
would be well advised to dear the air about his mil-
tary's role in tervor nitacks across the LaC.

Take balanced stance

Amend law to avold ASFWaqf boards conflict

HE engoing dispute betwesn the Archae-
ological Burvey of India (AS]) and various
Wagf boards over the control of heritage
monumetits underscores the noed for a
balanced and thoughtful approach. The
govemment must ensure that it upholds secularism
while sddresaing this sensitive usue. Al s recent par-
Bamentary panel meeting, the ASI named over 120
under its pr that are also
elaimed by Wagf boards The AS| contends that some
of these sites were declared Wagf properties long
alter being clamified as protected heritage. The
Opposithon, however, sccuses the ASI of misrepre
seniing ficts and displaying palitical bias.

The ASI has fugged valid concems that religious
bodies e modifving or adding to the onginal struc-
tures, mnpmnllnm}w' historion] authenthcity of thess:

d  const Bk
n'adlrlasutlwhmntru basilt by Wogl boards have
repartod ly alterod the original fabric of some protectoed
stes. However, it s important to scicnowbedge that such
l.mdulu un-nﬂm linkead l.omh;ucnu ;nnlns

ational stance, both the
ASl and Mbﬂwﬂ’ mhlvmgrmnnlogwb
resalve these diffe ws A collak
m.ldhullpnﬂrﬂ!humn’ﬂrlsuhiumnmm
g relighous = Thas conflict bghlights o kg
e maue many haritnge sites in India also have religious
sgnificonoe, such as the Babn Magjid m Ayodhyn or the
Gyarvapl mosque (n Voranasl. The governmont must
choarly define the maponsibities of both the AS] and reli-
ious boclies o prevent disputes. Amendiog the Wagf Act
and related lows could help manage such sites without
mfrirging on heritage or religious ights ensuring a har-

b b karce bitween presorvat ion and fith.
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J&K deserves a govt that can deliver

Failed promises have been the hallmark of the Centre's administration of the UT

WAJAHAT HABIBULLAH
FORMER BUREALCRAT, ML CADRE

N Deoomber 11,

20 the Sugreme

dimciend that

Jumumu and Fash-

mirs stalehool be
resbored an moon e possible’. The
lemsrwed pudges, leed by none other
than e Chief Justice of India,
alio notarl that the Legiditive
Mmmdmunmdmml
Uhe r of I, mned

hmmied  cliteetion that the polbsbe
conducted before September 20,
24 A smple reading ofthe jalg-
mmertwill wnply desmonstrote how
U st ol he bnw wan come

Ly reliance

nberitly :
o the letter of the b

In a wiling statement in the
conduding pages of hiy judg
ment, Judice Senjay Kiihan
Kaul pleaded that the Union set
up & “ruth and reconcilistion
Commission™ just like South

UT withent 2 legislatume

Ab s in this election b the
restorution of sell-government o
thie people of JUK & dalia
enijayed by the ditimens of every
sate in Declin, ruled by govem-
menis of their choloe through o
wystem of elections emvied by
muany of the world'sdemocracies
= from legslotive asemblies
dhown b the leved of panchayats
The restoration of stetehood iy

the Qongresn, hom struck ook

The very fact of wide
public participation
will demonstrate that

sy Anc] | wias told that this fre-
e budiing activaty wim being

consductond by seastnd oon
triwctors from peusprrous Gujurt,
with migunt labowr from UR
Bihus and West Bergal. S0, what

democracy has e the Kashmiris gt ot of this?
ai | X Sally the take is the same with
“.ILN“".‘" !mu ok o .
s own in J&K. snplovinent have fallen shamdy
deapite e promse of jola, with
tmar o the ills| Tuth

Africa did alter the apartheid
ora. “This Commision should
be =t up expediently before
memay cocapes. The exercise
whauild be time-bound. There
alresdy an entire genemtion of
youlh that hos grown up with
feelings of distrust and i is to
them that we owe the greatest
duty of repamtion,” he wiote
This wan the wioe of an
anguishind Kishenird st what had
become of his people, echoing
what had been the demand of &
foremeer Chiel Minkter while in
offiee — Omiar Abdullah.

Now s Union Territory, the
erstwhile state was brought
through a Home Ministry notifl

th of the

ul‘lh:{.ungnn Habad (mlhl.
Set aggainat this by only a string of
foiled promises and outright
flops that have been the hall-
matk of the Home Minktry's
acministration of the UTsof J&K
ared Ladakh This is then the
e at the come of the campaign
wnce the prople aoross the two
U willno banger aumterance s
vernmend thal cannot delivet

In a remarkable pretence ot
matoring  democmey,  District
Dividoprment Councils (DI
orueel with dexierity by tlonted
burmauerat BVR

L
then Chied Secretary of J&K had

upposcdly under epair but with
ned @ labourer in sght, only
harassed cittens. Y, there han
Teen mrisch actinty in road-budld-
it i the rrmin s et of Srinager,

whatsorvwr, have been budt skoeg
the modsbde smngling motor
trafic, which now has to cowd

iy Jasvorvs sl Knsbemier divissons
with merud b from eleshore The
mwoend extenson of Schechuled
Thiltwe flacs] ithes 1o Pabuari or Rajput
oormumuani thes in Jamomu division
ankdet 8 boud proclamation by
Home Minister Amit Shah has
e mowhene since there une no
obs 10 be hud, reserved or other
whne, Medion) lcilites hove sl
ferwrd. with nursng hormes ahut-
gt down and patients tuve bng
o Db for vemmerdies. The presti-

Sherd-Kashomir I

e b0 il A peoud] M

ipal Commbmsoner psooried me o
the mnovated upmarket  Polo
View rriarieet that L ges the Res-
ldbency ol Masbang Acad roods,
which together puss off as Srine-

cution under its
contred W the extent of belng s
close W the Union Govern
ment’s adm o i the

ey sm! h m In an
Lo uUT
[uMIl.wmhtnlﬂﬂmuw
arthemtty thana cipher e S koul

gar's O gt Pl Apart
from the fact that the dashing
ymlwnm“smli.rmm

U of D i, And # s W0 the exec
uthve of Uhis eritity thal oledions
will be wnderwiy soon, bt withe
out Ladakh, which is & sepamte

o
The: Smart City vignage xross
Seinagwr marks siles of sewage
eifluenta, petholod roeds, daan-
aged cubverts or open manholes,

it beirg sur
romsrchod by 10 wrmod men inbilack
with LM cocheed, e ware o
custormers in the matlet desgiie
Tt thie hiiigh moon of the Sourtst

FORTHE DAY

Medicnl Scienoes, instoad of
kg restored o its heyday of
the 10805, when # was e ipped
with state-of the-urt facilithes -

and where | was pulled back
from the brink of desth after an
meckdent in 1090 when | was the
Divisional  Ca of

Conggress, has struck & chond with
the people. be @ his admirens or
wdversiries of yon:, He s seen an
the tallest regorial lisdes who lel
hin party ¥ victory in Kashmir
fwirindng taw seats oot of theee) in
ihe A1 Lok Sabha elections; in
Ladukh, the NClodoed inde
pendent cancdelnte won. He also
Jedd the PAGD (Propie’s Allanoe
for Chuplcr Deelanstion) bo awin in
the DDC electiona.

Thin adso explaing why there i
mich a prolifesation of candi-
dlaten, even those that have had o
declond  sepamtist  outlook,
State Congress heod Targ Garm
has compladned on TikTok that
thisisa ploy by the niing party
it the Centre Lo divide the O ppo-
uition. The release of several for.
mer leaders of the banned
Jarmnat-e-Isdasni from prokonged
detention in the recert past and
their grudging willingness 1o
comider participating i the
dlictoral procens woukd sppear
o olfer such a view: It might be
recalled that el forernost
Ieader ot the dose of the 2t
century was All Shab Geelan),
thr upostie of the stridently sep-
aratist Hizbul Mujahedesn.

Nevertheless, while the inte-
gration of & fomer Hurriyut
Ieador ke Prople's Conferenos
chalipersn Safad Lone inbo
‘mainstream politics’ was any-
thing bast painkess, the sucosss of
Engineer Rasheed in the pariia
mieritary elections, which he won
from Barsmulls — woesting
none other than Omar Abdullah
= has opened a door to disd-
donts, which in tum will open
the way for universal perticipi-
tion in the elecioral proosis, &
process which tomy mind hokls
the key W the ultimate resolu-
thim of the istegrotion of JAK
i India. Whether the upcom-
gt election s looked upon as an
exercise in futility as & will end
g by forming o leghsbature with
scant outhority, the very fact of
whh priblie participation will

Kashmir — is now languishing
unader @ jurior buresucoral.

This will dw explain why
Faroog Abclullah’s Natwonal t'in
ferenoe (NC), kn allanoe with the

Kashmir is the real test of secularism in India. — Manama Gandii

The eternal mystery

that democrocy
has ot lest come into its own in
JEK and givw India the
romilivia o b s futiore with whit
was and hopefully will be the
praple of the sate of K

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A bitter pill to swallow

i senise of normaley i restored, Indss can alio

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LANOIE, TUTS DAY, SUFTEMBER §, 1924

Inmemoriam

THIS day 36 yourn mgo, Sarcler Dyal Singh Mgt hia, the founder
of this paper was githered to his fathers. This termination of
hisearthly career was, however only theend of his plyesiol Life
The moral and spiritual parts of his B — the only parts of &
mnn ‘slife tl'd mnrmd.nr‘ Vill. - wtill continsse not mare-

el o thavsee terma, bt
mmmmtulrnhhun-r Hultbrmmkmm!wdml
o] hislie inxtd Ty -_-Alnl
thot work, be it bered, didl ot any

fsdated aapect of his country’s lifie and sctivitiey, lﬂ.‘\nlmﬂ
ftensdve with its whole life. In politics, in te sphere of soclal
reform, edhacat on and phdant hropy, the Sardar asociated him-
sl with all that was beneficent and progressive in the forces
wround him Hewas o pillar of the Indian National Congress,
and the founder of the st distinetly polition] organksation in
il provinee. e wa oo of the (ird men in this provines lo
Join the Brabemo Sama) which then, as now, sood for the high-
st ideals in the domain of social reform. He was the first armong
the wealthy mwen af this province to reale e supreme need
of sproading the lyght of education wnong the peogle, not only
weneral ed ucation suich as bs imported o the youth of the coun.
try in schooks mnd colleges, but educstion which is impaned 1o
achults by means of libraries, readin g rooms and newspapens. In
miich of this, be was distinctly shead of hia times in his own
prowvinie. In sl of i1, he was shreaat of the moil sdvanoed of his

contemporanies in olher provinces.

of hom ok please

Soankan GorakmisiNas

A MONG ursolved mysteries, ‘horn ok please’ will

N stay right at the top. This message s written/paint -
Jr behind almost every truck. One day, Uhe puzzle of
the Mohenjo-Daro seript wall be solved. But ‘hom ok
please’ shall continue to confound us

I surmikic that Boen ok please’ mis be some kind ol maka-
rakya’ Tike ‘faf trom ost’, | em sume the meaning is sublle and
sublime | try my best to understand it by resrmnging the
v, Dioes it rwean "All s ol with you'? Then, jplease sound the
hom” Or ‘I your horn ok ? Then, please sound it” Whichever
wey [ dookke it ., 1 with the

Tean gauge frorn thee style of horking the meod of the peeson
behdnd the wheel 1711 s o short, arisp bevp’ at each cossroads,
it reflocts o ‘choery’ porson. All bs good with him and with the
workd arcund him, A person whe Ilnhm‘lnﬂl Inm-hlh-
ridlwy station
of beep-bevp-beep’. His intent s cloar thrmugh the hom, i.'d
ot of the way, you alobs! | have no time!”

The harn can alse comwy anger This bs apparent when the
trffie signal tums green and the whicle m front shows no
urgency tostart. The horn s seunded with s certain 'continu-
um i the du mtion'— it is one long “becerep”. The horn tunts
the person, “You sleepy head! Walee up and drive awuy!'

Thee hoen can indicate Frustration (oo, This mood ix sersed
when Lam stuck in a traffic jam. For 45 minutes, | stay root-
el 1o the game spot, | hove no ides whot the delay inall sbout.
“When is this jam geing to dear” God, | cannot take this amy-
more’” How do | expeess this intense frustration” By honlk-
ing! 1honk without reason, knowing M.ly well thut there's
N ome to hear me or respond to my

The entire gamut of human emotions — shringoara,
randra, bibhatsa — you name i, the soca-ruas can be
conveyed through a simple hoen,

1t ks 2 am. All s quibet. Pin-drop silence, Pesce and trancuil-
Lity reign. Lile o blankct, the night hus spread Rl out.
enveloping the workd in its cony ambit. And then comes the
antichimoe Out of the blue, the burglar alem sounds from
one of the purioed cars. It soares the Bving daylights outofus
I i @ Wigh pitehsed dhrie e, followed by o continuous ‘clank -
clank-clank’ and then, it's back 10 the shriek. This pattern
continuex 'shriek-clank-clank shriek-clank «lank’. Strest
dog bark in anges The entine netghbourhood s wide uwalee,
somw peogile preving out of the baloony, Imagine il every ar
wis it tedd with this monstrous hom'

After 20 minutes of mayhem, sanity returms, Maybe the
burglar wulked sway with the me | connot thank him
enough. Maybe the owner turned the alarm off Maybe a
Good Samaritan came with w aricloet bat and smashed the car
wrtnedeones s well ae the horn, Whichever wa, | g back to sheep

Apropos of '1C 81 by bawe an unoombiet-
able truth’ (The Groat Gamey, the 1C 814
hijmchoing eplsode, drmotised in the Netfia
series, forces s viewers o confront an
uncominrtable truth — India’s weakness in
the face of adversity. The 1999 incident that

Frelyy rehisbaitate the affected famiies
DFRASADA RAD, HYDERABAD

Down with freebies, subsidies

With reference 1o the editorial “Punjab
biles the bullet'; fiery populism is sadly
the order of the day. Politiciams offer

mw the melease of three terrorists (o ensure
the mfety of the pase o the
oountey’s \fulmﬂl lll,y The: l\!ﬂumm of
the government of the day, despile then
Exterral Affairs Ministor Jaswant Singh's
best efforts, highlighted India's limited
leverage. The series has compeBod Indans
1o acknowledge that we are not as stong e
we baelieve, The truth in, we were weak then.
and perbaps we are 2ill weak Our inobility
o stand up 1o China, ths recend spote of e
ror sttacks and widespread comuption are
weighing us down

SAMIBPRELT SINGH, Y MARL

Holding a mirror to the state
Reefer 10 °IC 814 layn bawe an unoomfortabie
et it was an insghiful read. Good ites
s all absout Al

and foibies and going for coune comection e
right the wrongs. There (s no peint in denying
that the stute cved W the demands of the
hijackerns o mve the pusngen’ kwa, The
onither has chone well b prnt out thet weakness
still excists. There & 0o letup n the unrest in
Man g Our sokdiers doployed tn the boedes
arvas still full prey ¥ ferror attads every now
sl thom, 1 fn tirrses b seStrivbolige the Maws and
vulnerabilities in the country's security frsrme-
work and work to addmss them

AMIT BANERUTE, MUMBAL

Apropos of the news roport Afler Putin, Mel
onl mys India can resolve Rusis-Ukmine
condflict’, Indi playLhe mibe of !

i the war s it enjoys good tes wath bath Bus
wia and Ukraine, PM Nawendr Mol b
already expressed Indin's readiness 10 oo
tribuste to peace efforte New Delhi can bring
the two warring nations to the negotiation
table. Besitdes, Indis can alleviate the plight of
thyme bearing the brunt of the war by supply-
ing hu i 1o those deel i the
onflict-torn regons. Once the war ends and

countiess freebies and subisicdies sheud of
elections o woo the voters. Our leaders,
berefl of morals, know that such schemes
can bleed the state exchequer dry. But all
they care about is staying in power. Tt ia
time for them to wiakor up and put the inter-
ests of the nation above thelr own ulieror
motives. They must be mindful of the wil
thut sueh unreslistic schemes and tall poll
promises can take on the vlole reamry
SUDERSHAN WAL, ANH TS5

Take steps to ease fiscal stress.
Punjab was o financially prosperous stale
for decsdes. Bul sucorssve governments
have bled the state exchogquer dry by ely-
g heawily on iubsidies 1o sty i the goul
groces of the voters. In view of Punjab’s
burgeoning pile of debl, the AAP govern-
aent must take steps that can improve the
fiscal health of the state. The Pungab Cabi-
net's decison W hike the value-added tax
on petrol and diesel is & step in the rigt
direction. Thr wllh-!rwd of the prrrw-
i bickined power
cﬂnnkﬁ help ease the fisml dress. The rul
ling regieme in any state must not shy sway
from taking decisions that may not be pop-
ular or polithcally wise but benefical

I SINGH CHATRATH, KAPURTHALA

A relatable read
With reference 1o the middle “The high-
tension entrance twst’; | loved seading
the writer's account of the nerve-racking
experience she had, It is safe to say thit
many people could relate oL It is com-
maon for one 1o feel anxious or apprebe
sive before a test, interview or audition.
And being surrounded by strangers only
adds to the siress. But it is in mementn
Uik these that one must stiy positive and
not be overcome with fear
GURIMDER PAL SINGH  FATUIA
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Warning signs
Himachal-like fiscal conditions must be avoided

imechal Pradesh is facing significant financial difficulties, which

notonly expose the state's ziling fiscal health but have also trigpemed

a political slugfest bebtween the Congress-nuled state government

and the key Opposition party — the Bharativa Janata Party, The
economic distress in the state can be attributed largely to heavy borrowing,
rising pension and salary budgets, the provision of frecbies, and insufficient
revenue generation. At #.17 kakh, Himachal Pradesh has the highest per capita
dicht in the country after Arunachal Pradesh. In fact, the state's outstanding debt
has ballooned from 37 per cent of gross state domestic product (GSDP) in 2021
22t an estimated 42,5 per cent in 202425,

The fiscal deficit jumped more than 1.5 times from .05 per cent of GSDP in
2021-22to 64 per cent in 2022-23. Even in 2023-24, the fiscal deficit, according to
the Revised Estimate, was pegerd at 39 per cent, a 130-basis-point increase over
ﬂmBu:Igr_'t Estimute. The revenue deficit was also higher st 26 percent of GEDP
in the Revised Ektimatr:cm'npamd 2.2 per cent in the Budget Estimate. The
state Fene proportion of its total expenditure is among the
highestin the country, at around 90 per cent. Notably, the state government is
now reported © be contemplaging rolting back s few subsidy schemes such as
subsidised power for hotel owners, freewater supply in naral areas, and subsidised
s Eares forwomen in an sttempt to improve its Anences.

According to the Reserve Bank of Indis's report on state finances, the states.
finance only 58 per cent of their revenue expenditure from their own sousces,
suggesting the need to improve fscal capacity. Recent studies have pointed out
that state finances were less impacted by the pandemic, and despite fmprove-
mentsin goods and services tax collection in recent years, some states need sip-
nificant fiscal reorientation. The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Mansgement
Review Committee in 2018, for instance, had recommended a ceiling of 20 per
cent debt to GSDP for states. The dats, however, suggests that 12 states had debt
to GSDP in excess of 3% per cent in 2023-24, while around 24 states had debt
stocks worth over 20 per cent of GSDP,

The profiferation of subsidies for electoral gains is one of the reasons for
rising debt levels in states. In the short nun, this may not affect their capacity to
borrow because the market doesn't differentiate mmich among states hased on
their fiscal capacity primarily due to the belief that the Centre will ulimately
stepinto provide support. However, sustained higher deficits in states will create
risks. Continued high borrowing will keep pushing up the interest burden and
with large committed expenditure states will find it difficult tounderake devel-
oq:m.em‘.al waork, affecting India’s overall gmwﬂ: and development in the long

run. Itisthusimportant that iture is si rationalised by making
state Buxdgets more balanced. Somae states, including Himachal Pradesh, have
decided to go back to the old pension scheme for state government employees.
This will further incresse pr:s.m:r om state finances, which could have hﬂm
easily avoided. Given the hi menit dhebe and deficit, Indi
a broader debate on its finances, R.lsmg competitive populism could seriously
undermine the country's long-term potential.

Enabling environments

The differently-abled remain excluded

ndians con justifiably take pride in the country’s stellar performance at
the 2024 Paris Summer Paralympics with 29 medals — seven gold, nine
silver, and 13 bronze — participating in jLIS( four ufm.c 23 disciplines on
offer. The 2024 medal haul fromthe
19 at Tokyo, with India shooting 1p on the medal tally nmhn.gs from 24 to 18,
India is only the third developing country to figure smong the top 200in the
maedal tally at Paris, behind Brazil (sl numbrr ) and Udbekistan (st number 13),
Muchof this succ s been ohast support from the Government.
of India, which spent ¥4 crore on this edition of the Paralympics, up from 826
crome spent during the Tokyo games, and hired 77 coaches (as against 45 at Tok-
yol. All 84 athletes representing India were backed by government schemes with
access to international coaches and expesure to international events. This year,
a recovery centre was established at the Games Village for Indian para-athletes,

This encouraging support and significantly better outcomes at the Paris
games point to the need to sustain the momentum to ensble India's para-
athletes to hit new heights in international events. Though the government
generously supports para-athletes at the highest levels, it needs to extend with
greater vigour its existing programmes at the grassroots, where, as several
medal-winners at Paris attested, private corporate suppart is sparse. Though
supporting para-sports is a mandated activity under the corporate social respons
sibility rules in the Companies Act, only a handful of large business houses —
such as Tate, Reliance, JSW, Mahindra — care to underwrite up and coming
para-athletes. Some public-sector banks, the Indian Railways, and the defence
servioes also weigh in.

The relative success at Paris also indirectly highlights & key deficiency in
the enahling environment for India’s differenthy-ghled people, & fact to which
several para-sthletes alluded in interviews. Firm statistics are not availahle but
estimates of the proportion of differenthy-ahled 'pr:up]e in Indin vary from Sto 8
percent of the populati d covers people both mental and physical
dizabilities. Though the proportion is not large, the absolute numbers ina coun-
trywith a population of 14 billion are substantial. Yet, one of the striking features.
of Indizn public spaces und utilitics or public-facing private spaces is the lack
of facilities for differently-abled people. Wheelchair-friendly ramps, grab bars,
special toikets, public transport and soon are. £ vy thesir nom-eod E,
The railways are a pood example of the hostile environment, with steps on
trains located so hiph and designed so steeply &g to challenge even the mildly
dizabled. Stops of between two and five minutes at stations along the way make
it near-impossible for the physically challenged to disembark safehy. Low-floor
busesare similarty searce outside big cities. Few hotels, bar the super-premium
ones, offer disabled-friendly facilitics, as do few banks, law courts, and secre-
tariats for citizen services, Ironicalky, then, India demands a higher standard of
fitness forits differently-abled people to access basic facilities. As Indis provdly
basks in the warm glow of the success of its para-athletes at Pars, political and
corporate leaders may want to apply serious thought towards making the
country a kinder, gentler place for differently-abled people,

ILLUSTRATICN: ALAY MOHANTY

enetic destiny
or hard work?

... alooming debate on what drives success

on our three-member commities tasked

to select an Indian Institute of
Management director from among the five short-
listed candidates.

“Why, what iz it about his resume that made vou
recommend him," | ashed,

“I know his farher and brother ... they are a tal-
ented, hardworking family.” sald the person.

['was uneasy. So. | asked, "Why? Does talent run
in families®

“It always does, hasn't it been
proven by modem science that Intelll-
gence and other tralts are passed
through genes? If pou don't belteve me,
please read the book The Bell Cunve”
he sald.

'was dumbfounded. [ knew 50 years
agn everything was accomplished in
India {and perhaps the world) through
“family connectlons”, and skill and tal-
ent were assumed to pass on from
father/mother o son/daughter. But
hadn’t we moved on to assess merlt by
other means? For example, how relevant Is his
resume/prior work experience....

‘What s true Is that while all of us have been
busy coming to terms with the [nternet and ks relac-
ed dazzling breakthroughs like artificial Intelll-
gence, which we must celebrate as well as be
worried about, there has been another and perhaps

(11 L et's go withthis candidate,” sald a person

C =

Ratecutsand

mvestors worldwide are pesidoning themselves

for a stock-market surge. encouraged by signals

from the US Federal Reserve (Fed} that it will
s00n begin cutting interest rates. Afrer all, the
conventlonal belief &5 that stocks rise when the
Fed cuts rates. Expectations of & 0.5 per cent cut
at this month's Fed meeting are growing, since
inflation has cooled significantly, and s now near-
Ing the Fed's target of 2 per cent. Wil rate cuts
truly lead to higher stock prices? Disappointingly
enough, the historical data shows that interest-
rate changes — whether increases or cuts — are
not strongly correlated with stock-market perfor-
mance, a5 measured against broad
market indices like the S&P 500,
Let's begin with a recent example:
Rate Increases.

In ‘mid-February 2022, | had
speculated in these columns
whether markets would actually ral-
by if the Fed raised rates o combat
inflation. This hypothests contra-
dicted the crthodox belbef that mar-
kets fall during rate increases and
rlse during rate cuts. My view was
derived from the publicly available
data. For instance, between mid-
2004 and mid-2006, the Fed raised
rates 17 times, vet the S&P 500 galned 46 per cent.
Simllarty, from Decamber 2005 to December 2020,
the Fed ralsed rates nine times, from (125 per cent
to 1.5 per cent, and the S&P surged from 1900 o
2,800, Interestingly, the Index wobbled in 2018
toward the end of the three-year rate-Increase cycle,
ot at Es outset.

S0, what happened in 20222 Amid continued rate
Increases by the Fed and the ongoing Ukraine con-
flict, markets did indeed dip for a few months. Yet,
defiying comventional wisdom, markets rebounded
even befare the Fed had completad one-third of its
intended rate increases. The S&1 500 hit a low of

DEBASHIS BASU

AIIT BALAKRISHNAN

A
IRRATIONAL CHOICE

an even more dazzling technologleal wave slowly
making its way knto our lives and that goes by the
Inltials DNA.

DNA s what chemists call a "molecule” and its
full name is deoxyribonucleic actd. Unlike other
convoluted chemieal names, from which we can
safely look the other way, scientists are making
claims about DN A that are frightening and difficult
o ignore, They say, for example, "DMA ks unigue
o each indiwidual and s passed from parent
tochild”,

If it was just chemical things
which wera different for each
specles of animals, blrds, or
even human types, we would
again look the other way, yawn,
and let pur scientist friends
babile sway and entertain each
other and their conference
attendess. But dghe now bigger
claims are being made.

“The start of this rancorous
debate in this ares was the book
The Bell Curve: fnselligence and
Class Structiere in American Life, by Richard J
Huerrnstain and Charles Murray (published in 1994).
This book made a startling assertlon that the intel-
ligence of a person., as measured in 1) tests, s deter-
minid largatly by the genes that the person inherits
from her/his parents. It also made the even more
startling sssertion that the average 10) score differs

stock prices

around 3,500 in October 2022, and then climbed o
4,600 by July 2023; as rates went higher, so did the
Index. During this perlod, the Fed raised rates sbc
times, from 325 per cent In November 2022 to
5.5 per cent by July 2023, Intriguingly, after the Fed
paused s increases in July, the SkF 500 declined
until October. From October onward, however, the
Index surged relentlessly to 5,650 until a sharp cnr

OPINION 7

across various raclal and ethnle groups because of
their inherited genes, and {even more controver-
slally} thar Intelligence, measured by 10, slgnifi-
cantly Influences socioeconomic outcomes in
Amarlcan soclety. The book controverslally dis-
cusses racial differences n I} and guggests that
soclety 15 L steatified by cognitiy Lity,
leading to a "cognitive elite”.

While this book caused a lot of controversy,
many of us worry that cureent research (n the DNA
area may be steered In this awful direction: To
“explain” socloeconomic differences in sockery. On
the other hand, DN A-related ressarch shows much
promise in helping us understand the specific
genetle and chvemical basls. of specific diseases. This
knowledge is making it possible to develop new
drugs and theraples targeting specific pathways
Imvolved in disease progression.

And, hold your breath, my dear Indian reader,
the figure at the centre of many of these Innovative
breakthroughs 1s a Tamil boy, born i Chidambaram
In Tamil Madu In 1952: Venkataraman (Venki)
Ramakrishnan, He was awarded the Nobel Prize in
chemistry in 2009 — together with Thomas Steltz.
and Ada Yonath. Venki Ramakrishnan didn't
achieve this feat doing his research In India. He
graduated In physics from Maharajs Sayajiran
University in Baroda, moved on to Ohlo University
for hig Fhiy and then worked through maltiple US
research institutions. His autobiographical book
Gene Machine is a lovely read.

All this spunds great but among many thinkers
there k= & growing worry that there is a bigmer danger
looming — cur "modern” belkef that effort and hard
work built on good edecation lead to success In life
may shift completely away toa bellef that only
Inherited traits matter,

Or could it be the current excitement that the
“gene” will be the pivotal thing to soclety and
nothing elss matters may just be like what we have
seen n the past: That mastering the structure
of the abom (that gave us electronics, synthatic
chemicals, etc) and then mastering the byte (that
gave us computers, mohile phones, amificial intel-
ligenice, etc) were all that were needed to make the
waorkd a better place and creating nice benefits for
soclety as a whole. But we have learnt that just as
the atom and the byte needed careful societal
control to prevent damage to society, perhaps,
=0 does the gene, particularly in debates such as
“genes versus merit”,

The writer jafith@redifmail.com) i devoeed i
e sociad construction of techmology

5 per cent to .25 per cent by Movember 2002, yet
the S&P 500 dropped from 1,530 in August 2000
to 794 in September 2002, only recovering after
March 3003,

Why, then, do many persist in belleving that
Interest-rate movements are strongly correlated
with market performance? Perhaps It's intultive:
If money — the lifeblood of the markes — becomes

rectlon lzst week, all while the

with & high 5.5 per cent rate. In afl.tljwclﬂ the rates

rose from (.25 per centto 5.5 per cent and wera held

there fior 8 year. Yet the markets continued to march

higher — seemingly to a tune different from
the Fed'

This {sn't the first time a pre-
sumed comrelation between the
Fed's rate changes and stock market
movernents proved unrellable. What
about the opposite scenario — do
markets rally when the Fed cuts
rates? Here oo, the relationship is
weak. The most striking example
‘comes from 2008, In fanuary 2008,
the Fed cut rates from 3.5 per cent
ta 3 per cent following a marketr
crash. By March, Bear Steamns col-
lapsed, prompting another .75 per
cent rate cut to 225 per cent. In
Agpril, raves were further reduced to 2 per cent. yer
the market spiralled downward between June
and September, when Lehman Brothers collapsed
n September,

By October, rates were slashed o L5 per cent,
then to 1 per cent, and by December, down o 0-0.25
per cent. Despite these drastic cuts, the 2008 crash
ranks among the most severe in modemn history,
with the S&P" 500 plummeting 30 per cent from
January to March, precisely when the rate fell from
A5 per cent 1o zero, Far from boosting the market,
thie cuts could not even prevent a crash. The same
pattern had occourred in 2001 The Fed out rates from

more expensive, it seems logical that markets
would falter. Yet, other factors are at play, explain-
Ing why stocks can rise even &s rates increasa.
Typically, the Fed ralses rates In response to robust:
economic growth {which may manifest as higher
inflatlon). In a strong economy, corporate profits
grow, leading to rising stock prices. Spocks are less
concerned with conventional wisdom than with
corporite fundamentals and valuatlon, As the
economy expands, the Fed increases rates incre-
mentally. If growth remains solid, corporate profits
rlse, lifting stock prices. A strong economic growth
rate can promps further rate Increases. This eyele
of sing rates and rising stock prices illustrates
that the Fed often follows the economic cycle — o
doesn't lead It

Could the unthinkable happen now, that is,
coubd markets fall when rates are cut? [t's possthle,
under the right conditions, which is slower growth.
When the Fed stops raising rates, it can signal that
economic growth Is already slowing (the Fed lags,
not leads), which could hur corporate profits, and,
consequently, stock prices. Sometimes, even rate
cuts can't reverse a downturn if prior hikes were
too aggressive. When growth slows — whether due
to rate hlkes or other factors — markets react neg-
atively. Of the meny forces shaping stock prices,
economic growth, corporate profits. and valuation
are paramount. These deserve more amention than
Interest-rate movements alonge.

Thewrileris ecdior of waw.moreealife. e end @ trustec of the
Mowneylife Founclation; i@ Maneyiifers

The US veep and destiny

Independence and nfrom

yearsof

Europetosustain the new republic.

the 18th century.

called himn, “Daddy Vice™. Themembers of Adams’s own arevolutionagaknst EUropean powers.
1tk I harel the Party werenot muich better. {Jefferson reversed this policy. and no US.
presidency itsalfwasboutal, The 1 nstantly intrigued | President would ackr {aii'

problemscame fast and fudous —a.
“Guast-War "with France, wandering
militias, a fetrile press and recurzent

against Adams, hoplngto e a forelgn.
policyall h.lsown.and perhapsio createa

Independenceuntil Lincedn.}
Chervinskyreminds usthat Adams set

standir

But Adams seemed to shrink during Chervinsky, thedirectorof vellow fever epidernics that made Happll'_\',theizadmsuflheeaﬂy republic ‘wallas histrivmphs. Specifically, e sho-
tercy: Washi at Mount Vernon, s Fhiladelphla thesecond capital oftha survived allofthe back-stabbing and wad greatch whenith !
Hitle mind and exciuded him from acapablaguideothe vertiginous highs United States, even mudslinging to ‘that hehad lostthe election of 18000 fs
cabinet meetings. Except for rare and]ﬂwsnfahrle{.m.u bt hanit build abatter, o V-, That was a bimer pill o swallow,
B‘DOI'( RE“[EW momentawhen be mighthreak atleinthe dealto alreadywas. Small miore coharent butheaccepted hisdefeat — another
senate, hemcﬁd) Iangulshed onthe sbeerthehnlkyshlpdstxaemd asafe wonderthat Adams nation. precedent — and qubstly went home on
TED WIDMER: those harbour It eminded, in ded Adams wasat theday Jefferson wasswom in. Once aga-
wlln made .uno\fhl!pudgyfrmm Itwas another pracarious moment, justhow vacationsbackto thecentreofthat in, hevalued hiscountry ahove himself
Iventhi i around Tim is Rotumid ity i y et di i A h SACCESS, Asrecent events have proved, that s
G Walz and J3¥Vance, itisauseful Allnfﬂls(d!al@dm nJghllnMsx:h of Washington's presidency. The Onetriplastedso Ch {51} not d;
corvectivetoremember bow 1796, when Washingron informed Adams ransition o Adamswas far from longthazhis hi it for ds asingleterm, bus it wasaterm
dismal thevi o thathewouldsocnstepdown. Itwasthelr | guamnteed. and fromith, he L beating backthe ‘ofeonsequence, marked by a peaceful
those saddled with the task, AsJohn firstreal lot Sud- ko Ircling unsure Mhewas threatsand exit from the officehe had fought sohard
Addamms, the very first veep, wrotetno his denly, evervthingwasupinthe air, and hi had run i Ingback—an enlargingthe LamrL[-(eTunmedamrlelatlngrloe
‘wifie, Abigafl, In 1793, "My G n Adams realised i | - twice, bus hds der obseTver office. Towardthe and ingsand
I wisd om contrived for me, the moss Ty clid, thiat destiny had taken a hand. energies. With verylitle time noplan Ithat endofhisterm, he u:rnwsrﬁ'nm fmnﬁsaswﬁlasena'nlﬁ]m
Insignificant officethat everthe ‘The historian Lindsay M Chendnsky Adams and Jefferson emered fietdl thelny wasghingoffan h 1, bt leave NI=
Imversthon of man contrived or his revisitsthis moment in Making the the firstc ety | electi i ot niotentirely I nbe reming
Imagination concetved.” Presidency, hertimelyaccount of ow J:q.ucklymmedwcluus.‘rtmmuns ‘We tend toglorify the founders, with prestdency. He fired disloyal Cabinet termefconsaquence — theone wearein.
Sl | Wl especinllyas | Adam: ded i yonbothsides. and forelgn d 1, but s s b i rictpled,
Geonge Washingion'sp Was thelznd Shedoesnat i dth Id by forceful diplomacy. hehad i
Andingd By then, Adams had afferafilll fadams—forchar, | helplefferson). -\d.amsmevalled buuh! Jeffersoncame "remarksbly closeto few ofthe ractal anxlet] made lifeso i ity Liiversity
u]:eedydnneams:den!mwll! the Da'ddenughmd loseph. Ellis SysEer kinkszot reason damsatevery eomplicated forhissuccessor. He qfwvmkam!mmmhu—qumﬁumth
Thelping | —hurshedeaftly probes 1ndud.1ngtheawkwsmfac:du( lefferson tumand callingthe administration {in supported the formerlyenslaved inwhat Ung-Thm.emlJapsm\ladunpm
ﬁanrnu the Declarat fonof y A ar sident {oras Adams whichheserved)a"relgnofwitches" would become Haitl_thend hroesaf 2024 The M
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To ensure a better future in
J&K, reach out to its youth

lectlons are the time for palitical parthes wamp wp thelr rhetorle, and
the thres-phose aloctions o the Jammu mnd Kashmir Assembl
sehedulead 10 atart on Septomber 18, aven't any diffevent, Rhetorle
all about catching the ol this target and hanee
it 1s not often subjected to tests of fact, However, o wniform lae of nrgument
wonld do well, lug« chally for the BJF, wiich bs mnning the Union govern-
ment. Any thought shased i public by itn senior erw on the fature of
dimmu and Kashmie and the velations with Pakistan will be kesnly
watchid for,
Home ministor Amit Shah and external affsies minister Subeahmanyam
duishankar would emphatieally rule out the possibility of Improving any
kind of relationship with Pakistan — be i resumption of falks for tade or
thoss on the Llnwﬁ’ antrol. Mr Shah has said there |s no scape for perleying
with the Paklstond government until terrorkam is complbetely evadleated, He
s, however, expressed the Conere's willingness (o |s|:g'u}';u with the youth of
the Unlon Territory, Me Shah's atatement §8 aligned with e position of the
Guvernment of Indin expressed I no unceriain terms by Jaistunkar

that thi "ern urumnwwntﬂlﬂilwlnuun with Pakistan Lamw"

R h
°:|r:|:.msu:: Po

value of improving
relations. 'We

want Improved
relations with

and added, ‘but,
first of all, they

e Ewo ministers were relterating what has

¢ MDA govermment's approach 1o
lmkissnmwnrtha!m 10 yeirs, except for the very
shore period when there were gigns of the gov-
amment making an agtempt o uradl ot 1o the
Pakistant government, In fuet, Prime Minister
Narenera Mod! made & ahort, unannouneed visle
to Pakbatan in 2015 and mat then Prime Minister
Mawaz Sharif, ralsing hopes of o thew in the rela-
tloms, The dynamies of Pakistan's internal poli-
thes and the continued suppore it has extended o
terrarism i Jammu and Kashmie ensured that
all thise hopes dled i premature death. Indin has

should Imlp i b I b
terrorism.’ made no overtures w the nelghbour sinee and in
faet hardaned it position insy l'

Defence minister Rajnsth Singh has toed the gover lunmi]llm albelt with a
slight difference in one, While the home minister and the exiernst affairs
minlster huve made it sppear ags if the neighbour does not exist for Indla, Me
Singh acknowldged Its presence and conteded the value of improving rela-
tonships. "We wanl improved relutions with Pakistan," he nn:rl wndl whidid
in th e beeath, “but, fest of all, tey should stop terrariam,”

Tha BJP lm every right to put its p lcy on Pk Atan dhown in Ial.nrk i
white, 1t may be ey that undar Atal Heharl
nj‘pa Y hidd also expressed ity w:lll.l:man ter have a better relationshi,
with I ki.mn Bt that wis ended by the Pakistan) missdventore in Kangll,
The Mod ernment's Initinl overtares were never refurned (n the same
AR |- thier, It I8 ot this poknt that Mr Shah's statement on the willingness
o nithate ks with the youth of the valley becomes significant. However,
Mr Shoh and the government should not forget the et that hondreds of
Kaghmirt youth who wers apprebended during el [Imluibl .nfums‘ e
lrmnn uumu rEneit's hallowlng ot of Artlels .ﬂlum atill Langruishing in jail,

Enning can be made by taking a reloak ot thelr cases. Hardline positions
rdﬁ}' tuke a political cause a As the defence minkster xuﬂ?n!nl An
neknowledgement of ground realities will be o grent way to start the process,

Mediation hopes rise in Ukraine

[t flrwe signs of the possibilicy of inclusive and divece wlks towards o

reaslution of the Ukraine war come In the Busilan President

nclimir Putin's eomments st woek in Visdivostok when e said

Ching, Brazll and Indla will be imterested to provide a helping hand in ey
ing to hrlngah{m: rlmam.

Indin's NSA A)it Doval will be travelling to Moscow to take this break-
through of talk of peace further with o pesce plan showcasing M
Narendra Modi's readiness to play the mediator in the Uleeaine war that
his raged for 30 months without an end in sight,

Indin snd China have a key role (o play In resalving the conflict, says
Itnl.mn ™ l,mnfhu Maboni and her words on the subjpect carry some weight
as Burope hes for greater stakes in the war ending, Only when peace
et can Europa’s enery resources, mostly imported from Russia, find
A measurg of security as the sanctions on buying energy from Moseow
wrlabid have 1 end too,

Europe must selze the mood of the moment when peace In Ukraine bs
being talled about to get Me Volodymyr hlnmhyr to the table, How the
U8 views the war in Europe ls n riddle as curvently ite aid to Ukeaine to
fght may have hielped thie mdlitary-ndusteial t-wnpt:lx wuel more s
tion the billlons of dollars powred in to buy armaments, missiles and planes,

It I not certaln that Ukraine's PM Zelenskyy views Indin's peacemaker
Initintive without scepticism ns he has had an axe 1o grind over the lack of
suppart from India in UN reselutions condemning Rusala’s invasion amd
the continued bombing of his country.

Tt milght have b s beilliont war strategy on the part of Ukeaine to teke
pome of Hussin's land in the Kursk provires, but it eapnot bas mueh of &

ining chip if talks are not initiated soon s Russia’s counter in the
um:ﬁnu is Inflicting more tervitorinl losses now.

Both cowntries need no reminding that peace |5 always the desirabile
Ideal, no matter the history of the reglon, 11 appears the medintors named
by Mr Putin have the best chance of convince him into calling it off as
Ukrakne and 1ts Wesstern alllos find themselves n o stalemite with Rossin
I aharply bipobie world,
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Act East’ policy demands
relook, but N-E -E peace key

Manish Tewar|

State of the Union

o At East
Palicy (AFT) has
heen one of New
Ielhi's most pad-
uring and comils
tent forelgn policy strame
gies sinee the end of the
Cald Wor. Indtially lounch-
il ns the Look East Palicy,
bt primarily focused an
strengthening  ecosamic
and  strateglc  relutions
with  Southeast Aslan
natbons, Over time, this
appranch hus evelved bbg
o broader sirateyy, melud-
mll: deeper engagements
h East Asinn countries
Like Jagan and South Ko
vou, nnd addressing the e
onomic wd srnieglo n
of India's Noetheasteen e
om by promating erss-
Db soonomie ties, How-
over, recent ?cmll.cal Inwta-
bility m-mls Laring Hig:
ladlesh amd Mynnmar has
rudsed serhus concerns
bt 1 paklew'n effestive
nea, ndieating thit a alg
nificant reassessmant muy
now bit necessary.
A sudden ahift in the pelgh-
The patitienl
landscape in Bangladesh
underwent o dramatic
chinge with the ousting of
Sheikh |i.|u.|1;|u BOVOrT-
mend in August 24, Her
ndrn:n Intrmtion, Buuu,
a8 o stnbke and 77 ||-ﬂd-
ly n mu 1o Indin, fell
amidst  widespread pro-
tetd. For India, which lind
fostored i stroneg velatian.
alip with Hrnlm s govern

whaose depredatlons in the
first place led 1o the cre.
atign of Bangladesh, These
are natlions with which In-
dln shares complex wnd of-
ten adwversarial ties. The in-
terim government in Hung-
|mibeshy, rionw biesde] by Na-
bed Lawreate Muhammad
Yo, muy be less willing
1o suseain the close cooper-
atson thint previcusly exist
ud between liul:sludnuh

nd Iria shin

um.'-d reaull in Mlmu icnl
venligriment thal Tegntive-
Iy Iu\;nm Indm W security
] oo Imterests,

le.sanllm. velations with
the interim  governmeont
coudd be diffioult for India.
Tha Yurus sdministration
has hineed at o pMuquuI
vogvaluation of the bilater
ul relationship, suggeating
that Mermorandums of Un:
derstanding  previously
slgrsed with [ndl: might be
reviewed or even eancelle
h‘thﬂ' e unlavor-

o Hangladesh, This,

u!una with increased scrut-
iy of Indipn-funded pro-
Jects and renewed discus-
sl an contenthous Baues
L the lm:a “Tﬁff'h'f'
g treaty mu W the
conplecitles Indls fwee
preserving its sn.n!q,:r
Interesis 1I]rhm;!lu|\
The

TR
ment in W “The
strategic id poanomic sk
nificance of Mynmmar to
Il is eomslderabbe, spe-
cmll; for ulvnlwnulmdm W

ment, this
mark-l n ulmurmm: sel-
back, This shift  has

ur ulnrﬂ n‘hplnm.nn: il
tions  betwesn the  two
epaviries and east doubit on
soversl eriteal infrastrue
fure and connectbvity pro-
Jects vital to Indin's sreans
Hc nteresta

The immediate falloat
from this political turmoil
Ineludes the suspension of
v weevices -ml tlmu

E\'ﬁﬁlnu mlwurn f\x India
et pmathlluy that the
new benderahip In Bong
Lschoslt might nh:li |:ou|¢.11
ment townrds Ching

oven, frondeally, 1’nk:mn

dhictn't ks th finail cut for the Crval Oce
P ins anongst the

Inaplicit in this Aawed Inub, 1 that womon would

ﬂsmuglslhnﬂﬂiﬂ-tlmlry
and  strengthening  ties
with  Asean  countries,
However, politieal turmoll
m Mynnmar,  sbemoing
fremn e miliory's imke-
awer i February 3021, pos-
w4 4 serious challenge. On
Feb, §, 2024, the Indian gov-
arnment decided o weml-
nate the Fres
Hogime
Mympmar after fencing the
border o bolstr intervsl
security and mointaln the
demographle balanes in
vt Northeastern stites,
The  Indin-Mynnmar-
111.u:lunu Trilaternl High:

Mani;
[vls ‘B uml’hall 'A'I.llllllh:z.;
En: In Thallind via Man-

dalay and Bagan i Myan
mar, i o erueinl peoject,
Whilis abaut 7 per et of
e highwny has been com
, progress on the
remalning H per cent hos
stalled due to the ongaing
conflict  In Myanmar,
Shmilarly, the wmbitious
trans-Asian milway Link,
Instenided to connect New
Dol with  Hunol.  has
mede Tkt tangiblo prog
read, Furthermore, the fut-
ure af thi Keludun Multy
Macnl Tramsit Transport
Project, desigmed 1o link
e engtern Inedinn port of
Kolkata with Sittwe In
Myonmar's fakhine st
by s, i also bn jeopardy,
The recent capture of Pal
atwn by the Araken Army
lins further compllcated
s sirstlion, enaring de
an the completion of ihis
atrafegically viial project,

mn t reglon an
edge; The northeastern re
gann af India is of immense
& i lmportanes due to
i ke prograpiic e
thon, borvdering  Hhutan,
Ching, Mynnmar, Nepal,
and Bangladesh, This ply
ofal position makes the
reglon  m  pateway
Southeast Agka, placiig 1t
e the heart of Inda's ARP
Howaver, angalig whn Ir
tenslong in Manip
rederred 1o as India
way" 1o Southuast .-'.sla.
threaten 1o derail Incia's
mmbitious plang ander the
AEP. These conflicts have
far-reaching impklentions
far the Northeastern ve-
i, which has historical-
¥ heen p&mﬂl by ethnic
strife UrREAC S
1J:n umuhmla- ugmlh:u
over fram
couniries, couphul with rhe
Waflug of vefugees from
Mysnmar s the peiential
for  shmllar  movements
trom  Banglndesh, haos

intenaified  tenalons in
stabes such as Mizoram and
Maipur,

The Indinn government's
deciaion o auspend the
Froe Movement Regime,

ther, we've pat a lotof crucks in the highest,
"ﬁ. g Whan x

which fiellitated rht v
ment of pecpde across the
Indis-Myanmar  bordar,
not aly uderseores wecu-
vity coneorns but alse dis-
rupds the socinl mwl eoo-
nemibe lives of barder com-
muniti, For India's vi-
wlory of & “shared destiny”
unidor tha AEP 1o suceeed,
wiabillity in the nortlseast-
arn stafes b6 essendial. The
future of the AEP exterds
beyond kmproving infra-
ill‘urllm’-‘. 11 hinges an fos-
terbng peace and trust both
within the |-ummum|.d wlrh
wsekghbering eountri

Given these chullenpes, 1t
15 evident Ut Indin's Act
Eagt Pallcy needs a com-
prehensive reassessment,
The pollcy's core compi-
nenei of aenamie o
el eonnectivity pre Mll
e stritegle alliances are
mereaningly stralned by
ﬂ.!rl"l“ wl:thmlnrll.ld mlo.lu
rity ks i the
e 'ma
upheavals in E!nmglaﬂ-nh
and Mynnmar, combined
with peraiatint tenslons in
Indin's Northeast, high-
light the need for o more
admptable  and  nusnced
aggwoich,  Indin  most
veeviluate I8 trnditionl
illigrseas arsd explore new
steategies  that  (nelude
r pelitical engage-
ment, humanibarlan con-
siderntions, and a recall
berwted approach w reglon-
ol so,

WHITHER POLITICS?

Khalid Hos:
miant of Hir

tical, why

that politics?
Sitangshu Guha
Dhaka

CONSCIENCES DEAD

'WE ARE SUCH o dead bod. The whole nntion
wia ol on alreets prosesting the horrifle
pupemurder {n o Kolkata bospital, bat
uél that, tun, fukled o tevive our con-
wohnce s Ujisin 'pumnned [ mmll\'
whamifial act on the strests

Bight. Our consclones lmnm:u the bin iy
instoad of bedping the victin the passersky
mn huss | g the harror on thelr
A they were senseles investign-

Irutin can better protect (18
Interests and ensure that
the Ast  East  Policy
romning effective in an
Inereasingly volatile wmvi-
TRt
Indin's Act Hast Poll
s the thal bo signi
cantly mhier the eopalitical
gen-pennamis Innd
umim of the reglon, o
un!r in light of risin %
Chinese influence. R
'I‘ the privciple of a
unred desting,” the MJ'
Iﬂllhns-lm Tales for
ull mations, The nartheast-
ern peglon of [ndia s ero-
chal o dhis policy, and |is
fature success |s heavily
dependent on  achleving
peer, stability and devel-
opment n thess sintes,
Adddressing these needs |8
assentisl for ensuring tud
the Act Kasi Policy oontin-
ues 1o ndvance Indis's
shrategic nterests.
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of Musllens increas

Babir Multik, o Bengali Ing migrans
scrap colbector fram West Hergal, wis
Iynchod in Horyana Bengall spealing
migranl woekers wore als attacked In
Ol Evens & ehief minisier s sow gving
bt apeeches ngninsi Hengnli Muslies,
Hecertly, the CM o Asiany sald that he
winthd tace sides againg “Mivn Mudlims*,
dlbscriminatory vugphend am for the mino i
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Himuitn Ssrma Hlwal alio ssid that he
wnuJ-d aal Jet e " to Upper Asssm”,
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Periodic reset

Indlia needs o engage with ASEAN
stently on traade and security

rime Minkster Narendra Modi's visit to
Beruned and Singapore last week was part
of a deliberate focus on India's “Act East”
poliey by the government in ts third temire. Nog
since 2008, when ASEAN leaders were in India for
a summit and the Republic Day parde, has New
Dethl reached out wo the reglon in such a short
Hime gpan. He i expected to travel 1o Laos for the
ASEAN-India summibt, the Philippines, and Indo-
mesi, ke this year, In addition, New Delh has
laled our the red carpet for the Prime Minksters of
Wietmarn and Malaysb, The message o reconnect
with each of the countries in South East Asta, and
wven forge new thes, b8 well considered and over-
e, Mr, Modi’s visit was the first bllateral visit by
any Indian Prime Minister. This neglect of thes
with & country that has strategic tes with the
UL, tradde thes with China, and s stuated [n the
mibddle of ASEAN Is telling. While India’s trade
with the ASEAN reglon has doubled in the past
decade, it has sctually dectined with Bruned, with
Indla ramplag up s ol imports from Rissda since
2022, The two sides do not have a strategic part:
nership, although the leaders discussed defence
and geostrategic issues, and Mr. Modi took a
visklead Jals st Chilna, The two sides renewed thelr
space coaperation, which hinges on Brunel host-
g an ISKO station, and it remains o be seen
whether other discussions on trade, nvestment
and energy cooperation will bear fruit, In Sk
poe, the "|!D||h|.|ll duirlng M. Modi's visht was on
s, given that Singapore I8 3 major
layer bnall parts of the electrondes supply chain,
As India seeks more technical expertise and in-
vestment i rre earths and chip making and Sin-
papore seeks o defray some of the growing land
and labour costs of s semiconductor Industry,
the two could make a perfiect i, also derisking
the process from US.ChinaTalwan tensions,
American protectionist policles and Chinese pre-
datory practices, This could also correct the drop
in Shogapore's FI levels into India,

Hopes for more intense exchanges in technol
oy, tradhe and investment can be realised only I
the Indla-ASEAN engagement |s more consistent,
Inelia's exit from the ASEAN Jed RCEP in 2019 was
a blow, and cuts India out of a lange regglonal FTA,
Whike New Delbil has refused to revise the decl
slon despite ASEAN'S entreities, it must updite
the 2008 AITIGA and the 2005 CECA with \hum
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Policy paralysis, a weakened public health sector

The public health needs of a population
ane diverse and perception and
prioritisation viry across the soclal

strata. Public health policies are those
decisions muce by the govermment based on the
resources ivallable to address i:upk- s health
newdds. Public health needs include those felt by
people el needs) based on thelr lved
experiences and those projected upon (projected
neds) them by experts - the architects of public
health policies, The recent Union Budget has
Been eritiqued for its Inadequate focus on the
soclal sector, speciiically the public by
Public health policies of the governme
last deeade indicate that there has been a severe
paralysls when it comes to public healih policies
without any real preseription that acklresses the
Felt needs of people,

Felt needs in public health

Pubslic health needs can be broadly categorised
Fntos thiree groaps: Fiest, ane the diseases of
poverty such as tuberculosis, malaria,
undernutrition, maternal death, bouts of llnesses
due to food and water-borne infections leading to
typhiokd, hiepatitis, and diarhoeal diseases faced
By the poor and the vulnerable, These problems
attain greater significance s attemps (o prevent
these also pose challenges of addressing
Tivelihesod and are non-negotialle from a rights
perspective,

Second are the probslems of the middle class
anal those better off on issues that are related 1o
environmental pollution - alr, water, waste
anagement, lack of dradiage Gellity and filure
o ensure healthy foods and eaterbes that pose
threat to everydiy lives, most of which are due 1o
poor infrastructure development and poor
market regulitions, The Hse goes on ifwe add
roud traflic accldents, elimate change and the rise
of chronic Hinesses. These are also applicable 1o
th first group bt may not figure within the
hierarchy of priorities.

Third, and the most popular needs in public
hasileh, are the curative care nesds of a
population, Provisioning of curative care s the
maost eritical and controversial podicy question in
public health. The three levels of curative care
envisaged are primary, secondary and tertiary,
The poor and the vulnerable rely on primary
health-care Institutions of the public sector for
primmary-level care, s it is the most affordable
anad s closer to thelr places of restdence,
Secondary-fevel care was historically neglected
and i still inadequate against population norms.
Shartage n[infmmumln inchiding health

pode. India’s commitment to “ASEAN
on all strategie issues in the IndoPacific has been
warmiby received, but it needs to coordinate more
closely on geopolitical kssues including Myanmar,
the South China Sea and Quad e e,
While Inclia’s historical ties with the reglon date
more than a millennium, moderm tes need a pe:
wiosdic reset, s govermiments have carried out in
the past with the “Look East” policy (1992) and
the Modi government's Act East policy (2004),

Wide open

With more state support, Indian
Paralympians are on a high

wllowing the disappointment of several
F nearmisses in the recemt Olymples, Ine

liit's best-ever show of 29 medals for an
18th place finlsh in the Parls Paralympics is rea-
son o celebrate, From four medals and 4rd spot
in Rier 2006 1019 medals and 24th rank in Tokyoe
2020, this Ia a slurm‘vcalll aseent and deplets the
Tnlban | In

syne with the increased 'quwrrum'llt support.
Since the challenges are different, it may not be
Habr to compare the achievements of the para-ath-
letes with those in the Olymples. India’s perfor
mange in the 2024 Paralymples reflects its para-
athibetes' quest for excellence despite the unina:
ginable odds they face, OF the seven gold, nine
silver and 13 bromee medals, the majority (17 in
ally, cane from paraathletics, The javelin throw.
ers and high jumpers contributed the mose, with
four medals in different categories classified as
impatrments, Para-badminton (fived, para-shoot-
ing dlour), paraarchery (twod and parafudo
foned completed the country’s medal tally. Shoo-
ter Avanl Lekhara and javelln thrower Sumit An-
ull, who set a new Paralymple record, defended
thelr gold medals, high jumper Markyappan
Thangavelii clalimed his third successtve medal,
1Tyear-old armbess archer Sheetal Devi became
the youngest Indian o win a medal and Harvin:
dler Singh won the first para-archery gold,
Preethi Pal bagged India’s first-ever track me

lal as she pleked up a bronze in women's 100m
T35 event lnlll.mwll!y.mrllm in 200m and Kapil
TParmar captured India's Arst para-judo medal,
Nagaland's 40yearold Army man Hokato Sema,
whao slome as a shot putter despite bosing a leg in
the lime of duty In the prime of his youtl, cor-
nered glory to underscore the indomitabde hu
spirit, Overall, the spectators’ response to
the Paralymples 2024 was heart-warming - or
ganisers sold over two million tekets for the
Games. The Stade de France witnessed a near-ca:
pacity erowd thronging the jconic venue daily to
watch and suppaort the herole effors. It was o
Tiiigge ericotirigemet for the 4,400-plis para-ath-
letes compating in 549 medal events in 22 sports
and might conteibute to the growth and accepta:
bility of para-sports. It complemented the French
anthoritles” attempe to make the Paralymples
more inelusive, which s apparent from the em-
Bilem, maseot, and motto - Games Wide Open
usedd for the Olymples, The swccessiul conduet of
the Paris Paralympics and the Indinns’ prajee:
warthy performance shoubd deaw more govern-
wnent and conporate support for these athletes in
Inehla to ensure bmproved shows on the field and
a better e as part of the mainstream,

X

Is in these facilites aggravines thi
pmhlem Tertlary-care needs fof curative cire
among the poor are the focus of the Pracdhan
Mantrd Jan Arogaya Yojana (PMIAY) under
Ayushiman Bharat.

A Wlatory of Tndiin public bialth polickes n the
Last decade shows that the National Rural Health

Hoad of the

Department of Public
Heatih and
Community Mediine,
Cantral University of
Fevaln, Ranarajod,
LT

Primiary care Is
w while
there has been
a boost o the
growth of the
prriviite sectior
in secondary
and

I terthary cive

Ty the National Healt Mission (NHM) of 2015,
were i clear departuee from the then existing
Natboral Health Palicy of 2002, which proposed
the commerclalisathon of health care. It was the
NHM's focus on strengthening public sector
health care through architectural correction thin
has revived an otherwise sinking health system
after the reform period of the 19905, Efforts were
tuken 1o follow the principles of primary health
care while strengthening the instinutions of
primary health care by implementing the
natlonal heakth programames throwgh them, thus
barllching goodwill and trust among the people
about pusblic sector health cane, This was obvious
from the health infrastructure avadlable in India,
whileh was reported as 153,655 sub céntres,
25,308 primary health centres (PHC) and 5,396
commmaunity Bealth centres (CHC) as per the rural
health statistics, 2005, The lmpetus creped by
NHM wold have been eaplialised had
subsequent policles strenygthened ihe secondary-
and tertiary-bevel health care in the public sector,
Insteach, the focus has shifted entirely on publicly
fundbed health Insurance schemes (PFHD such as
i PMIAY unidder Ayushiman Bharat since 20108,
PFHI schemies were implemented by the
governments of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
Tl Ny, Kerala, and others as an add-on (o
the overall strenygebiening efforts under the NHM
then,

Private health care, the real beneficiary

The real benehclary of PEHIschiemes i thie
Iindlian context B8 private sector heallh care, First,
A health insurance cover ideally implies covering
all healthy-care expenses, globally, I ks wnigue that
Indlia’s health insurance scheme eovers only
haspitalisation expenses under the scheme, This
s bansend ome thie market loghe that if 50 crore
people (12 erore households are the benefickaries
of PRMIAYY are enrolled in the scheme; only 2.5
crore people will Tuve an actual need for
hosspltatisation annually s per epldemiologcal

Misston, which was started in 2008, and followed |

Thee kast nadl (o the coffin of the public health
system b8 the recent transformation of sub
cuntres, PHCS and CHCs into health and wellness
contres (W) in February 2018, The highlight
wans 1o declure that 1,50,000 HWCS were
estillished s mew instituthons in rurl areas,
when numbers more than that were already In
existence (RHS 2015). The proposal was to have a
community health officer, expected o render
treatment to o rural population by completing a
bricge course, This has transformed the original
mandate of suls entres from rendering outreach
activity o that which provides curative care,
Ihx‘mnn(; galned bts acceprance through s act of

I3, prognosis, and Insteadd, the
proposal to equip a community bealth officer 10
practise medickne minimally resulis in tie new
professional becoming a dignified chemist, The
Fnilure to offer curative care in its entirety by any
Institution will shatter the trust of people in those
Institutions,

Thie Latest of this was ina 2023 directive to
renane all the HWCs (sub centres, PHC and CHE)
e ‘Ayushiman Arogya mandir', One could not find
any chear justifications for this name change,
Several questions arlse an how this name §s of

fgnificance to-a nonHindi speaking population
How oes tlye term mandir resorate s the title of
asecular health Institution?

Threat to public health system
Public health chiallenges are diverse ina country
stich s Incia and there is i need 1o address these
across soclal groups without fall, For the
villierable and the poor, p PrOgrEimmes
and health promotion activities become a luxury
when thelr day-to-day liveliloods are not
acldressed. 1eis basie primary- and
secondiry Jevel curative care that are their fele
needs in public health, Histarically, institutbons of
primary health care were entrusted with this
responsibilivy and were delivering preventive and
Ih'lliml close totheir home, by

Iy andd by relevant.

data.

Further, the outsourcing of secondary and
tertary-care services to the privite sector at
market rates under the scheme is an open
acknowledgement by the government of its
Fallure and a lack of intention o h

The major curative core challenge posed across
thie country §s the Joss of trust wowards
hoealthecane providers (private sector due to
commercial interests) and pubilic sector due o
mn,lmvdhm of health care with inadequate

secondary and terthary-level public sector health
care in the country, The inplication is that the
remmaining 100 erare populition wha are not
covered under any government schemes ane
forced to have highly commerclalised medical
care for their illnesses, incurring an expenditune
n market rates, Thus, by monopolising the
market for health care, private hospitals pretend
1o offer services to the government ot market
rittes, ab the same thme ensuring that the
remmaining two-thirds of the population must
ditpind an them by making sure that public
sector health care is weakened,

ture chue to low provisioning,

The government has slished the imbs of the
pubslic health system by not strengthening
secondary: and terthiry-level care in the public
sector and instead favouring the growth of the
private sector. Finally, the institutions of primary
health care - the lifeline of India’s public health
system = were weakened by projecting them as
curative cire centres, for poplarity and
brandling, without acknowledging their purpose
In health programmes and thelr interconnectbons
with grassroot-level institutions of health care.

The views expiressind ire personal

With or without Chinese companies is the question

status after the 2024 general election,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi las
sounded confident in belng able to camy forward
Bl Intentlon over the last decade to transform
el ke a global manufactiering hub, The
Tannehy of the “Make in India’ project in 2004, and
Tater the Production Linked Incentives (°LI)
scheme o attract domestic and foreign capital,
are supposed 1o be a pant of this agenda, The
Bharatiya Janata Farty’s election manifesto had
three pages dedicated to manuficturing
ambitions across different sectors, Thee Undon
Budget for 2024-25 provides a big Allip for the PLI
scheme for Linge-scale ebectronics manufacturing
through the allocation of 16,125 crore, an increase
from around 34,499.04 crore in the 200324
Biidget (24,489.46 crore s per revised estimates),
Thae government's focws on bullding expertise
within the coumtry is also visible in the allocation
of 2,148 crore to research and development in
the electronies and 1T sectors, up from 2600
wrore in the 202324 Budget (81,000 crore as per
revised estinates),

N otwithstanding the government's coalltion

“Make b Indin’ and China's presence
Interestingly, ane of the biggest beneficiarios of
the ‘Make in India’ project in the electrondes
Industry are Chinese smartphone companbes.
“Their operations in India have spanned a decade,
during which they have become deminant
market plivers, According to the Inter
Data Corporation’s Wordwide Quarterly Mobile
Phone tracker, four of the top five bestselling
smartphone brands at the end of 2003 were
Chilnese, withi a combined market share of slightly
over 50,

That Inddan consumers are one of the krgest
wsers of smanphones with the androld operating
system (whose market share as of 2023, ks about
T his worked to the advantage of these
companies. Chinese brands contain a rnge of
applications catering o the diverse Indian tastes,
These companies have expanded thelr
prisduction with sctive sui\pun Trons cerieal and

Aningd I,
Krishnan

& Firlbow ot the Centre
of Excellence for
Mimatayan Studies,
Shity Nadar I titution
of Eminence, Delhi
HCR, and an Adjunt
Follow at the Imtitute
of Chimese Studies,
Hiw Dol

Trncin will hawe
o malntain a
batlance between
developing
e geromn
avers and
Alleonwing
continued

s
Investments sl
opuerathons in
the electronkes

| sales, aggressive marketing, calibrited

1B fuscd

sales and marketing

ﬂ.-mlcmmlnn and brand-building, sponsorships
ul'pcnputu culture entites, r.\d:bul:y

d smart

powered thelr ope mlimls in
Imlu:. They have pem:lraucd beyond
metropolitan reghons, beeoming easy reference
pabnts for Indian consumers.

Chilnese companies have also been abile to
withstand the troughs and erests in India-China
bilateral refations, until the Gilwan valley
Ineldent n 2020, The subsequent shrill fhetoric
In India of boyeotting Chinese products
Intersected with the ‘vocal for local’ narrative of
thee Bnlian government, In addition 1o the
ineressed scruting of Chinese investments for not
adhering w twerelated compliances, the
povernment B8 also seekii “Inadianlse’ thidr
operations and manager i dlifferent ways:
Induction of Indian equity partners in local
operations; appointment of Tndian executives 1o
tof roles; involving Indian contract
manufacturers for production and assembly;
expanding exports from India, and hiring only
local New Delhil's directl
uncherscores the longterm strategy of creatlng o
robvast network of indigenous manifscturers of
sophisticaved, precision devices. This approach,
In fact, mirrors how China developed fts own
home grown supplier compantes, which have
now expanded thelr operations into SouthEase
Asla,

Attempts at some Indianisation
The entry of Tuta Electronics as a contract
manlacturer of smartphone devices 15 a
noteeable example of growdng Indinksation, [t
began by taking over the India operations of
Wistron, and hive covered much ground in their
negotiations to acquire Pegatron, both Taiwanese
suppliers for corporations Including Apple,
Meanwhile, Chinese smartphone companies
have treaded cautiously, by gradually beglnning
torcommply with the Indian government's
directiviss, Thiey Inve broughit in Indian

operitions for ‘each individual brand, mu:lcd up
with domestic manufacturers w claim benefits of
thiie PLE sehiemie, andd are mow increasingly seeking
equity partners, This lusarates thelr adaprability
1o survive, evolve, and outlast phases of
turbulence, while retaining consumer
confiddence. The promise and the potential in the
shveer shoe of the Indian market, encotirages this
approach and a willingmess to prepare for the
Toongg hanal, However, while the Indian government
plonghs on with measures to dilute and limit
Chinese invalvement - this includes atracting
Taiwanese ivestments - thene remakn serions
constraints.

Manufacturing of all smartphone componens
entirely in India, abong with a robust supplier
ietwark, regiilies development of ancilliry
Industries, clusters for technobogieal
knowledge-sharing, uninterrupted power and
water mmaunll better working and living
coml Anidia g
noe of these at scale at the moment. Chinese
companles also remain reluctant 1o share
technology without clarity on thelr equity
panticipatbon.

Ground reality

The push by India’s Mindstry of Electronics and
Information Technology and Minlsery of
Commerce and Industry to case visa norms for
Chinese techileians, within days of the new
povernment tking office, underscores the
difficulty for the government in conditioning and
comtrofling both Indian and Chinese companies
I thee short to medium term. The Government's
Eeanomic Survey, released a day before the
Budget advocates promeoting Forelgn [iect
Investment from China rather tham being xiated
om the Chikna Phus Omee Diversification serategy of
maor miltinatbonal companies, Clearly, New
Dl will meed to madntain a delicate balance
between developing home-grown players and
allowlng continued Chinese investments and
operations of Chinese compandes in order o

State governments. Well thought out sirateghes in Industry | distribautors, streamlined thelr structure by achbeve s manutacturing objectives,
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

On the bail Centre appear to be Al snd job loss | giving It much thought. strugghe, dedication, and Golng forward, many more
The already valatile unwilling to make course The ILO' report on job Samar All, the iefusal to acoept talented para-athletes need
situation in Manipur corrections in policies. It is displacement duc to Al and | Maothari, East Champaran, Biar limitations. The message is to be identified and
appears to be worsening strange why no change in autermation cannot be clear, Perseverance, encouraged from the school
with drone and rocket the leadership s being brushed aside. There needs | At the Paralymples dedication and talent can lewed in India with the help
attacks, Itis alarming, cantemplated by the to be o balanced integration | India’s para-athletes have avercome even the greatest | of specially-trained toachers
The anguish of the peopleis | Contre, of autamation and human made the nation proud with | of challenges, aven In regular schools,
understandable, The ruling 0. Sethuraman, labour, Industry leaders thelr best-ever medal haul, Lakshminarayanan P, O, V. Purushothaman,

party in the State and | rwemipod Trivwsee, A need toimplement this, by | Every medal won shows Chennal Chennal
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Data clarity

SEBI take on houschold financial savings clears the air

(SERI) has done well to review the existing

T he Securities and Exchange Board of India

methodology for computing savings by
houscholds in the securities market. With its access
to granular data on the markets, the stock market
regulator has been able to identify shortcomings in
the existing methodology and suggest appropriate
changes, as discussed by it in a recent working paper,
This is much needed because the savings of
households are a significant component of the
national income and under-reporting of this number

could impact policy making.

The data of financial savings of households,
disseminated by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), has mot kept up with the changing

investor preferences, including new
nstruments which have f i

our with

Indian households or the expanding category
of investors. This has resulted in

underst

of the annual i

nes by

househulds into securities by T1.25 lakh crore
in 2022-23 il 22,8 1akh crore in 2021-22. The
value of securitics held by Indian households
could be T lukh crore higher in 2022-23 and
63 lakh crore higher in 2021-22, going by
SEBI's methodology (total financial assetsare
103 per cent of GDP), SEBI's computation
appears more comprehensive, The RBI
accounts for annual investment by households
in seeurities by aceessing data on actual
mitual fund investment feom SEBLand
imputing acertain fixed percentage of primary
isswances of equity and debt ashousehold

investment,

Similarly, RBI takes only the mutual fund
investments of houscholds into sccount when
computing thelr investment into securitics
markets, SEB] has added investments of
NGOs, charities, trusts and other non-profit
arganisations serving households. 1t has
calculated net primary and secondary market
Investment in equity and debt based on actual
dataat its disposal. It hasalso included
investment by houscholds in REITS, lnviTs
and Alternate Investment Funds, besides
mutual funds, while computing the flow of
money, as well as the value of outstanding
stock of investments, While computation by
the RBI of financial assets in securities could
be improved by adopting SEB1's methodology,
there could be other gaps in the central bank's
data on financial assets of houscholds.

RBLincludes legacy investment
instruments such as bank depogits,
investments in small savings, pension and
insuranee funds, besides mutual funds, But
other investment channels which are in vogue

now, sl
securiti

rvestments in overseas
ryptocurrencies, unlisted shares,

portfolio management schemes, ete., ane
excluded from its computation, [t maybe a
good iden for the RBEto review the entire st
of household financial assets, Outstanding
stock of household financial assets, which
stand at L2680 lakh erore towards the end of
FY23, us per the latest RBI data, will be revised

higher to 1340 lakhcrore under SER

s

methodology, These numbers suggest that
household net financlal savings are not as low
a8 previously estimated; the gap between
physical and financlal assets 1s notas large

cither,

FROM THE VIEWSROOM,

No room for nuanced discourse

— mtndmt'n?mirlglh:y do,
Anjana PV without excepion. Onee you
express support, the expectation
& buman bebngs, we all form s to remaln unwaverin
A our apinians based on aur matter what setions ar behaviours
ownexperiences, ad wellas  that politiclan or ideology might
what we hear, read, and observe, wxhibit, Bevause many social
The rise-of social media las media wsers are accustomed to
spanded our aecess 1o o diverse secing only stark, polarised
t‘ﬂfl dcs, allowing us to erpinions, sose who cxpress more
nalyse, reflect, and form qvlmolu balanged, rlunnc\‘dmr'gn'\'
L freely. These platf viewpoints oft hor
bﬂmmhwnllnhp:cﬂ[m mass erithelem.
expressing our views, This environment, where
eontributing to a world enriched opinions are clther embraced or
hymu!upicrmpmhmbul lso artacked, has silenced many
made chaotle by conflicting individuals from volclng thelr tree
arratives, thoughts. Although social media

While soclal media liberates us
o exprest our lqinluml.ncannlm
become o bartkeg i where

s given us new opportunities 1o
speak uul:.n cn nlm'pulh pmph

ehissenting volces are attacked if
they donot align with the majority
viewpalnt, The discourse on these
plarforms often seems to exist
only inextremes — black orwhite,
with littbe room for the nuanced,
“grey" perspectives that lie in
between,

For example, g a
pelitbetan or an ideologry on soclal
medla often means beirg expectad

views differ from the |m]umy.
Thaose who don't conform to

Dl
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The case for only two terms

An unlimited terms system doesn’t seem to work either to the advantage of PMs, their parties or, by corollary, the country

LINE &
LENGTHL

TCASRINIVASA RAGHAVAN

here has been a flood of

commentaries on Narendra

Mo, on how the Jast

general elections have

reduced him in stature,
power, authority and ideas. Alongside is
the fact that in September 2025 he will
complete 75 years and the begitimate
questbon whether he wlllaprt)' his own
retire at 757 rule vo himsell,

As faras third terms are concerned, it
is important to remember that no leader
who has been elecved for a third term of
five years anywhere in the world has
dome well,

Whether itis the oddd British prime
minister in the 18th century, or more
revently ke Tony Blalr, or closer home
like Jawaharlal Nehru or Indir Gandhi,
oF first the Marxists and then Mamata
Banerjie in West Bengal snd Shis
Chauhan in MF, the third term has been
werribbe for them and those sy
governed.

Thie exception was Modi wha
abandoned s third verm us Chief!
Minister to become Prime Minister, But
now he, oo, has run fnto the old third
vorm problem, It's early days vet but the
ul are fot v ropitiows,

“r';‘ummggunﬂf hisp

PAY-OFF., One major advantage of kaager terms for leaders i that & would reduce the frequancy of general Elacthont e o

Thee Europeans alwdon't have any
restriction on how long the head of
povernment can serve, That ks why
Angela Merkel went on and on. But her
chancellorship became increasingly
prone to trouble after the firss two

Preskient Putin thus became prime
minister Putin, and then again president
Putin afver onve term as prime minister.
The Americuns didn’t have any limit
i 1947 u:hm they limited the terms of

B
thep

not 1o get elected o third time, either by
stepphng down after two terms or
doing what Xi Jingping and Viadimir
TPutin have done = declare yourself head
of stute and goverument for ife. But this
b8 notan optaon in India,

And both Messrs Pugin and Xi have

run ntodifficulties, Even they aren’y
denying that,
TWE TERMS ONLY, PLEASE

That's why | have been writing on and
off for the list two decades that we need
aconstitutional amendment that limies
prime minlster or chief mindster —
but not his or her party — to just two
torms. The unlimited terms syitem
doesn 't seem towork cither o the
advantage of prime minksters, their
parties or, by corallary, the country,

Taut the lm ese prime minister can
continue indefinitely, lnpmuw few
complete their fou

The Russians use -Iuhv:cnm
fior theelr presicents but the loophole was
Al it was for two consecutive Lerma,
We should probably opt
for a single seven-year
term. That is a long
enough time for any leader
and his/her party, Bevond
that every leader outstays
his or her effectivencss,

Tl lnli.“lwwmlouﬂ]lnln abssird or otherwhse, Just before this happened
blem i that Ii Franklin It had been elected
diminished G urrlunpmwr Inuleu! President four times. But be died before
people snlgger when could complete his fourth
(“nnnal:} now, The Koreans allow only one term of
five years for their president. There is

thus a vibrant and constunt leadership
churn in parties, Not v labour the point,

end of the 19905, But they havea very
clelrdlt'i!lunufrupqm:l ||Il|.'s'|i‘|w
French denit liana

term limit since 2008,

HOW TO DO T

Assuming, with good reason, that o fiued
term i desiralle, how can we dothisin
Indin? e option would be to have a
fimed term for both the legislature and
the office of PMJCM of four, six, o seven
wears. Mter all, what's the sanctity of 60
maonths? t's just a random number, 1t
could well be 55, 63,67 or anything else.

countries that limit the terms of the (e major advantage of longer terms
eads of government and jos state wotld be that iewould reduce the
generally avold e mbarrassing political Trequency of general elections, This s
stalemates. B'snot the best solutionbur —— something we badly tardo, Another
Its better than unlimited werms, adwnlw mhunl’hiand-r Mean
Note that there isno i lononthe  ato it re-clect their
parties, All they need 1o do, as in many mnm]lcmu.'mllll m:hnl:rmm
oountries, bs to find a now leader, They the US, for example, We should probably
always mi todo that, opt for a singhe seven -year teem, That isa
Theere is, of course, the French model long enough time for any leader and
or exception where the head of stateand  Wis/her party. nd that everyleader

Bead of government need not be from
lhummwmrly T is the case right now
anid i happened anly anee before st the

outstays hisor her effectiveness, It s,
afterall, o high stress job and no one can
perform consistently well.

E-commerce revolution is not inclusive enough

MSMEs that are not digitally savvy, or are unable to deal with compliance issues, could fall by the wayside

—
Sabina Dewan

Among the touted benefits of
e-commerce are its potential to provide
businesses market access that extend
b

d thei ph}-ﬂmlromnnnmnwldrr
hical rakius, and the of

poseaasign it
E challenge for jobs, At o time wh
India ls confronting
employment crisls, being clear cyed
bt how unfiolding trends like
e-Comneree ire nllcﬂlllgtlw qmml!ty

and quiality of fobs is crit)

Fm:;lll;g Cxpors, Ly
While these may be vrue for some

businesses, they don't apply o the

majority, Given that most of India’s

itndisruprive effects.

Goyal expressed concem over the
growth of e-commerce and its

Eing ' d micro
enterprises, they confront several
Recently, Commerce Minkster Piyush — obatacles while engaging in
CCOmmeToe,
Rapdd adoption of enline payment
lowiment impact, The mindster !}'Mﬂul!dl..‘l'lanwn“!mnll

hijehlighted the possibility that half of
India’s market could become part of the

"

the propensity of businesses to take on

E-COMM, Threat 1o labaur protection

For many such small busincsses,

e-commerce network in the nest decade,  e-conmerce, Bug I3 ..m TE
adevelopment he d “amatter  in o
of congermn”,
I\m-cum (byaz.cllchs suchas BCG) A LOT OF PAPERWORK cons |\1|l|.|M|

that Indan’s e-comme ree market
gﬂnnlncm’n[mudnnnmlp‘mh
rﬂlu (CAGR) of 11,79 per cent between
2024 and 2028, This Is almost at par with
the US' 11,82 per cont, but it outpaces
projected global e-commerce growth of
4 per cent. Online retall in India
accounts for approximatcly s quarter
{Invest India estimates) of gotal
organksed retall
As e-commerce grows, akey concern
s how it will impact India's micro, small
and medium enterprises (MSMEs) —an
Important source of employment,
enjaging approsimately 111 million
workers,

‘The registration of businesses onto
platforms requires a lot of pa) ork,
There are laborious on-boarding
processes and platform fees. How do you
make sure your shop)product is
competitive and stands out among

others! These challenges, and nddll lonal

oo starts and ends with adding
some app-based delivery personnel and
Thaving o UPD payment system, A
u-Lucucmmm:nMc
whenonly the fittest survive, This will
squecte out MSMEs,

Bevond the impact of e -colmmerce on
MEMES, there are gy

skills, e-commerce offers some
apportunities, but these pobs are
Inaceessible to most, Effickency also
means fewer positions,

Alarge share of the e commerce

by chaln relies on platform workers,

Estimates trying to quantify
e-commmerce jobs count this form of
task-based work as jobs; they are not,
The expansion of e-commerce s
creating more unities for income
generation by breakin lmlltusnnljuh:
into task-based gigs. This kind of
Wfﬂllnn munnhut:gumin,q

with iu:rvlcr wnlm: thatdon't pmwd.e
for labour protections and entitloments.

Women's emplovment across the
e-commerce supply chain, like in
radithonal spply chabng, is gendered,
They are more |i rhclylubcﬁ:und In
prackaging and warchousing than in
delivery or high-skilled positions,

E- COmmErce Ison 1h¢' i, The genke

d back into the botle.

whether
Jobs? E-commerce will Create Some new
positions withln firms, for example, in

Hut it s deny the
disruptive effects of this phﬂlnmmﬂl
on the quantity and quality of jobs i

barriers like aocess to finance ond “ﬂalmnrhmnpandmwnwnl. Indin, Managing the impact is not a
PIOCUTEMCRNT, Are mare fram trutlurm‘mmurlenrcgulullm but
women who o ugvl:lu'ummmw- traditonal, oMine :uppl\-chum Isthe Pprof ve regul
artisans or small-scale producers, e i data,and information  enable bust dag

evidence suggests that wwwrdc:lmns and connect tothe pmwndm!w[dlsnlpllms.
businesses that are online are more wtakeholders

productive, but that's becouse to et
online and benefit from it the business
miuist be o ‘betrer business 1o begin with,

Thut RuLI\]ﬂh roles call for a higher
Tevel of education and skill. For those
that sequire relevant education and

Thot vttt i Pretadint ind Euecitive Daeinor of the
enthotn Network

® BELOW THE LINE

PSLdilemma

Lokt like even the sto bigwigs
couldnt mabke BB Governar
Shaktikanss s budge on ncuding
wlectric vehicles (E've) within the
pricity sector Mnding [P"al} ambit
of by AL a bank The b
his past week, a0 astute auto
ndustry honcho Dried 10 pan the il
Gowarmor dawn an whether [vs
of Surya Devta o

Kackmr ! The W Sowernar highlighted
that the benefits of arything that b
brought under PSL netd to go down
tothe krwer rungs of sociaty and for
i, s M Ly i the i

Naw bull at NSE

Stock Exchange's iew
bulisculpture unveded on Friday has
miade some (el uneasy, “The but, o
symibel of hinancial wrengthand

1 yos thought that pawer from solae
mengy i ifla b chaap becaine of

fery, v hers and prar
Honir-whieelers and tha ereation of
{r-.slgi»gnldrawulu!efu tham

s part of the PSL

In4tock market hatory What makes
his sCulplure unigue i th inckition
of hgures surrounding i, each

e
techriiiee haar thin. The Miniatee of

popular opinkon risk b ing
targets of evberbul

Gurworld should be a fpace

e 10 8 variety of thoughts and
Iddeas, Inchiding those that exkst In
the grey areas, We need to
promote and embrace nuanced
opinions, recognising that lssues
ane rarely just black or white,

e o1 T Wbl LI Plot M L Rkt WA, Gl Il DR, Cotann o Magar, P10 B, 2 Bt T

pran—

vl Enevgy. Pralhad
Sorihil, peabing it & BNEF Sumima,
s that India wars the cheapest
source of valar power bacause it hay
special blessings of “Surya Dievia®

Hor their inchrikon, morne 50 whein
nractins have alroady been alkwed
1o be part of PSL However, the BRI
o frvor, with his sigratune calm,
esdged tha question, reminding

Acane was beny) rep

M weih by Ryl that il s ¥
bhessed with a good numbser of
Sy chrys, heice making It 4 leades
In tefewalde power,

with Clains. Can dadn out lm‘l(lr
wfismiss EVi though, noting that
“thay're mpestan™. it here's the

PEL s abieady replete

g ibverie
nd contrbutors 1o ndin's
Progrein,” sad CP Radhaknahaen,
Gavernar of Kaharashtra, whis
inaugurating the event, Howeve,
SUpErIRICN -4IFuCk Mmarket men
ik atheiwiie. Aecording b hem,
on January 12, 2008, BEE had
Iinwtallod a bronge bull statue on the
lines of the Mew York Gtock

i attrnted
SERIS Latseat oaplanat

Exchange, indcating boom time in
e whare bacaas, Miywever, aftes that
the market crashad acros the ghobe
ard it fook nearly yeven years for the
BSE Sensex to regain its prak. Wah
e NSE now installng ihve "bull™
statye, Mt in simiar navket and
econamic conditions, has the
market achievod ts prak alveady,
wandened some worr led mariet
exper s, Mowrver, soma are hopeful
thais time thee jurvs will bee brokeen
‘Extarnal elements®

i woud wheeve every office mishap
“weternal slaments!

the Dandra Kuria Complet May b
evenihe regghibout’s £a) OF ever
1517 Wit the empilayeey clalm
they're simply tired of public
shaming st work, the offscinl stance
seemi to suggest acondpiracy
theory woetiy of a Bothywood
thriller, W ill these external clements
avor b Lanmusked ! Perhaps we noed
anew SED 1ask lorce or a JPC probe
to get to the botsoim of this!
Organic rice exports

Alner businesaling rasaed th vse of
irregularitien in the export of arganic
Fiee, APERA aned Lha Departmant af

Irvtenal s2aM unvedn taked the cake
Fiated with veefercas protests from

R B (i) L]
it etion. APEDA came up with
measres o check Ehe irregubarities,

ol [T

Amm— a—

L [ LRy

® - aEmm—

s emplosyeet comp W about
ol vk culture {read: shouting,
scakdrg, and puble humiliathon),
SEBI responsg was pune gold 1t's all
e Fauilt of those pesky “eaternal
elerneriy”! Perhags, the windh from

» W from
setting sail Howevr, 8 it bind says
Dot aggencies kv theit fuard
st week altgr haneng wosbond
“weoruder{ully " the week belore

Ouir Burasiis
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: Opinion

Aweak link

Current policies to boost manufacturing need
pace; focus on frontier sectors promising

TMAY SOUND ironic that manufacturing and agriculture, the two

sectons that remained at the centre of India's policy discourse and for-

mulation, both before and after economic liberalisation, have found

their shares in the gross domestic product (GDP) shrinking through
these periods. Services, however, have made strides with much less osten -
sible policy support. In the case of manufacturing, the policy objectiveof
raising its weight in the economy is demonstrably stated — the latest goal
being toup gross value added (GVA) by manufacturing toa quarter of the
economy. A rl:ganjs agm:u]tu.m the proclaimed intent is to ma.'kE it rem-
it forincome, w}d]e ensy
(nllhlzcnumlyllcant blyk to 1)
miary sector to outpace the economy and raise share init.

Manufacturing GVA grew faster than the broader economy in the last
fourquarters, but onlywith ample support froma sevene post-FY 20 stag -
nation that made the base decidedly favourable, and anincidental dipin
input costs. Economists predict a faltering of the sector in the current and
the next two quarters, thanks to cost escalation, and a weakening of the
hase support, To be sure, therelsn't any appreciable rebound of the sector
yet,which actually ceded ground in recent vears, At constant prices, man -
ufacturing GVAwas 16.1% of GDP in FY13, and only declined to 15,8%
InFY24.The earlierdecades weren "tany differenteither Thisi despitethe
fact thatsupport the facturing industry over the years
have been toa many, Currently, these include production-linked incen-
tives, import substitution policies, (canalisation, tariff walls, non-tariff
harriers), and concessional corporate tax rates for new units,

In addition, sector-specific support is being provided to investments
in frontier areas like solar modules, wind turbines, hydrogen electroly-
sers, semiconductor wafers, and in defence production, The reforms in
the fuel fnon-fuel mining and electricity sectors, larger, ment fund-
ing of infrastructure, assorted new institutional arrangements for infra-
structure financing,and re-modelling of public-private-partnerships are
expected to help too, Soare the steps to ease logistics, labour market rigidi-
ties, and land use policies. Moreover, over 4,420 industrial parks/zones
are now spread over 560,000 hectares of land, giving manufacturing
units the facilities of ease of doing business, and mt mlllpl'l.un viag bw-

nerative fortk

this pri-

HDLA, WITH ITS tropical climate
and sprawling agricultural lands,
has the potentlal for an agro-
forestry revalution, Growing trees
slongwith cropsand Hivestock can
enrich blodiversity, rejuvenate soll
health, and Increase agrarian ylelds,
Diespite this putenrlal India's agm
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© REGULATING RESOURCES
PCLICY INTERVENTIONS SHOULD BE REVIEWED FOR INDIATO REALISE AGROFORESTRY POTENTIAL

Missing the trees for the wood

SANJEEV SANYAL
NAVEEN BALI

Rsspactively, mamber, EAC-PM, and saniar
manager, Koan Advisory Group,

forestry landscape is
study In Environment, Dmlopmenl
and Sustalnability found that as of
3021, only 170 of India's agricultural
land ks coverad by agroforestry, far below
the global average of 4 344,

Why this disparity? First, stringent,
conservation-centric policies have dis-
allowed legal tree felling, often equating
It with environmental degradation, The
secomd factor is the labyrinthine process
of securing permita for lumber trans-
port. Ironically, India has become the
world's lacgest importer of teak —
accounting for 7 5%of global imparts —
despite being home to 44 of the
planet’s teak forests.

In 2023, Indiaspentover § 2.7 billlon
on imports, mostly on timber that
should have been grown in India. The
International Tropleal Timber Organl-
ntmn forecasts a fu.n her 70% surge in

il i ries by
2030, encerharln,x the country’s
dependence on wood impoarts. More-
wover, the Waorld Bank estimates that
2% of India's imported timber, and
B0% of imported teak hall from unsta-
'hie or conflict-ridden regions. This

ernment-backed common infrastructure, andsi indow
The Cabinet has recently approved 12 new"future- mad)-' industrial cities”
While the intent behind these policies can't be lighted, the proximate
cause for their sub-optimal outcome is that they have been unequal to
the task of addressing the relatively lower level of competitiveness of the
domestic industry. More fast-paced reforms of the kind already tried
wiould have produced more tangible results, including in labour-inten -
sectors that have underperformed, and tobeing crl-
s Policies that guard against concentration of capacities, and ensuring
more even allocation of factors of production ought to be explored.
Downstream industries must not be held hostage to larger upsteeam
units, The current focus on quickly transitioning into higher-end {even
capital-intensive) manufacturing cannot be faulted, Future success
depends on moving apace with the technological world and innovative
zeal. Poliey energies are rightly being spent on creating an ecosystem for
semiconductor production, making India a global hub of green hydrogen
and its derivatives, roboties hardware, and such, Such policies will have
multiplier effects,and create jobs across the economic value chain.

Big Fed rate cuts needed
for the young and jobless

DESPITE WHAT YOU may have heard from the doomers, the US labour market is
‘hardly falling apart at the seams. Layoffs are still extracrdinarily low and a report
Friday showed that the overall unemployrent rate slipped to just 4.2%, This is
notaneconomy that's heading for an imminent recession — far from it It ks, how-
ever, a unbguely challenging labour market for recent graduates and other new
anmmtsUylngtuﬂndthﬁlrﬂm|ub That's. b for the Federal B

dency not only jeopardises the
suppfly chaln but alsg places the entire
‘wond-based industry at risk,

Indiahas a substantial opportunityto
‘transform its timber industry through
agroforestry, particularly with teak.
Although it ks a native specles, India eur-

but also position ltself as a leading
expaortee. This shift would create signifi-

cantec orfarmers,

Isa bewil-

Adding to the

@ LITERACY AND DIGNITY

Vice President lagdeep Dhankhar

‘When we make someone literate, we liberate

him ar her, we help that persen discover
himself or herself, we make him or her feel dignity,
we cut down dependence, we generate
independence and interdependence

applications have been filed only from
three states — West Bengal, Telangana,
angd [ammu and Kashmi
Fosurmmntlhwubuucieu WE prD-
P 1tions. Firat,
Iugh-vn]uemtlwumbel!pecleguuchas
teak, gurfan, and merantl, This would
reduce forest department restrictions
and empower farmers to negotiate
directly wl(h buyers, Second, leverage

dering regulatory maze across states,

Blockeh ips, and! digital tag-
mngmmnuloslestuumtnatmspamm

each with its own set of laws g

artisans, and du;nd-ba.-ied i
timulating growth across ancillary sec-
tors and boosting lvelihoads.
Agroforestryis abso m portant for aug-
menting soll organic content (S0C).
Enhanced S0 means improved grourd-
wiater retention, reduced reliance onderi-
gation and fertilisers, and increased
mutritionalvalue di

tree cultivation, harvesting and trans-
partation, Madhya Pradesh, for instance,
15 governed by the MP Lok Vaniki Act
20001, this MP Land Revenue Code, 1959,
the MI Adim Jan [atlyon Ka Sanrakshan
(Veakshon Me Hit) Adhiniyam, 1999,
and the MF (Forest Produce) Transit
Rules, 2000, Maharashtra, simlilarly,
operates underthe Maha-

tothe National Rainfied Area

i razhira Felling of Trees
Authority, SOC levels have Issues with Act, 1964, the Maharash-
plummeted from 1% toa agroforestry are 13 'land Revenue Code,
dismal 0.3% over the past  another example of 1966, and the Bombay
70 yaars, The Indian Coun- seemingly well-  Forest Rules, 1942, Farm-
cilof Forestry Researchand 3 ers must navigate this
Ed.uc:munc;\ymplnm wnw.wicy bureaucratic Iﬁylinth.
forestry as a cost- “effective interventions securing permits from a
remedy for reclalming  leading to negative multitude of depart
India’s 97 million hectares consequences ments Furthercomplicat-

of degraded land.

Yet, purely conserva-
tlon-driven forest policies have fixated
on protecting existing forest cover, inad-
vertently hampering teee cultivatlon

d these boundaries, The National
Ferast Policy of 1988 sought to balster
tree cover but imposed stringent restric-
tions on tree felling. The landmark
Godavarman case of 1996 further
entrenched these restrictions,
stymieing tree felling nationwide, These

ally on teak Impests alone, By
Ing agroforestry, India could not nnJy
reduce its dependency on imported teak

imldnm_ ner from engaging
Intlmbercultivation. As a result impores
have gone up fourfold since 1996,

ing the process are arhi-
trary specles exemptions.
Moreover, to transport timber,
farmers mest obtain permits from the
arigln state and comply with the des-
tination state's if often

tem for monitoring
and transit; this would prevent (liegal
felling of forest lumber {the main factor
behind all the restrictions). Finalky, man-
date all states to integrate with the NTPS
portal and expand its remit to Include
felling permits, thereby establishing a
single-window clearance system.
These proposed reforms are not
without precedent. India has previously
liheralised regulatinns for bamboo and
sandalwood to encourage their cultiva-
tion and curh Hlegal felling. The 2017
amendment to the Forest Act, 1927,
reclassified bamboo as grass rather than
atree,and Karnataka's Sandalwood Pol-
Icy uf 2022 Incentivised s.andalwnod
anj ring
restrictions and permitting open mar-
ket sales, Although sandalwood regen-
eration is a slow process, these regula-
tory simplifications are anticipated to
Inaease private sector par(lclp:ltinn In
high-valuewood

gal felling, and decrease dep

ingthe hiring of | !
aries. To streamline this, the govern-
ment of India launched the National
Transit Pass System {NTPS) in 2020,an
online platform designed to simplify
timber transportation. However, adop-
tion has been lacklustre, with only 15
states and three Union Territaries on
board and a mere 86,000 applications
processed to date. Around 6% of the

i ] lian sandalwood, ulti-
mately'bnnsrlngfarmr! Incomas,

The ahove lssue with agroforestry is
yetanother example of seemingly well-
Intentioned policy interventions lead-
Ing to negative unintended conse-
quences, This is why all such
Interventions should be periodically
reviewed and adjusted,

Viewws are personal

Under the shadow of PMO

As the parliamentary system of government
becomes more prime ministerial in nature, the
Cabinet secretary has lost much of its powers

RISHI RAJ

fishi rajexpressingia cam

DISTINGUISHED BUREAUCRAT TV
Iy took h

Cablnet secretary, An [AS officer of the
1987 batch, Somanathan has held impor-
tant positions, both at the Centre and the
state government of Tamil Nadh, In recent
times, he's best known for his role as

penditure and finance y from
e de whi

o start lowering interest rates, perhaps even am;mssl\lel

Inhiscloselywatched speechin Jackson Hole, Wyoming, last month, Fed Chair
lerome Powell told the public that he and his colleagues wouldn't "seek or wel-
come further cooling in labourmarket conditions” Most peap]e took that tomean

riskng layoffs, which can contribut | dback loog icactiv-
ity. If peoplelose theirjobs, they'll curbo dth the
parts of th lose umrmbsaawell ﬂut'unulhapp&nlng

and we shouldall uic some comfort in that,
But a labour market can exhibit alarming weakness in other ways as well. In
hilabl lemic econamy adjusting touncertain times
hydramnncaliy mrtlng hiring,a trend that has continued as rhe J‘cd in:«:ps pelicy
rates at & two-decade high, Iur mn mast part,
the past slx months b nterin aren’ tﬂm:hng jobs.
About 718,000 new entrants to the labour force
(such as high school and college graduates) were
unemployed as of August, the most since April 2017,
Ifyou add in“reentrants™who have worked before but
wut of the labour force (such as parents
who took time away to focus on kids), the numbers
are still well above pre-pandemic norms from 2017
2019 As the overall unemployment rate hasclimbed
to 4, 200 from 3,70 at the start of the pear, about half
of the move has come from entrants and reentrants
wha don't immediately find work,
Ifthe Fed doesn't take meaningful action, odds ave
that component of unemployment will contlnue tn
rise, We see that in the hiresrate — th

JONATHAN
LEVIN

laombarg

makes him the head of the civil services.

As KM Chandrasekhar, a foemer cali-
net secretary, writes in his book, As Good
s My Word,"To reach the top of the civil
service bs, by and large, a bridge too far for
the majority of civil servants. Moat ser-
wices cannot even aspire w the position.”
S0, Semanathan certainty needs to be
applauded for reaching there.

Hanwever, i {

elected by the people, in the parl

tary system the Prime Minister is the
leaderof the party thatwinsa lmpmt'_v Im

given thy | designation of sec-
retary to the executive council.
Aomrdlng o Chandrasekhar, thelink

retary, AN Verma.. " Atal Bihari \’a]paym ]
principal secretary, Hm)cqh Mishra, was

the Lok Sabha, Thus by
Ition, the PM umnﬁralamcmstquals—
primus inter pares. Therefore, while the
Cabinet secretary serves the Cabinet, the
jprincipal secretary serves the PM.

As in many other spheres, India
adopted the system of having a Cabinet
secretary from the British, Before the
adoption of the portiolio system in the
government of India, the Governor-Gen:
eral in Council disposed of all govern-
mental business, the Coundl functioning
as a jelnt e

the go-t i
alsa the g of any

reason wlg the Cabinet con-
tinues to this day, housed in the Rashira-
pati Bhavan. The humble beginnings of
the position Iupmhahiywhyme mamuf

confllet F Lu-twcen person-

alities. In fact, during Vajpayee's time, the
Cabinetsecretariatlost therole of coordi-
nation of securitymatters when the posi-

the Cabinet

tlonof Rational SecurityAdvi =

than that of secretaries in charge of vari-
ous minkstries and departments, he says.

The Inherent tension between the
offices of the Cabinet secretary and the
principal secretary to the PM is also
rocted in history. Chandrasekhar writes

thatapparently there wasa

of protocol, its time to exam newhether
the role of Cabinet secretary has got
undermined over the years with the real
power shifting to the principal secretary
to the Prime Minister, The Cabinet sacre-
tary remains the de jure head of civil ser-
wicesbut the de facto powessvestwith the
peincipal secretary. Is it good, how has it
happened, and what is the future of the
Cabinet secretary’s role?

Since India opted fora parliamentary
system of government, the need fora
Cabinet secretary was always there, The
office has primarily three roles — seoving
as secretary for all Cabinet agendas and
meetings; coordination with other cen-

d ashead of the civil ser-

new hires per 100 employees —which sits at just 3.5%,a bevel consistent with (he
frustrating labour market of a decade age, when the LIS seemed to be experienc-
Img 2" jobless recovery”, We also see it in the swiftly declining number of job open-
Ingsin the Bunnau of Labor Smtmkn']ab Openings and Labor Turnover Survey.
liyoung "t find jobs, that'sa prob-
lem iurlhe entire labour market: It maans that companies are light on the-skills
and pempectlveu that, for Insmmu , parents and recent graduates bring, Italso
the next g Is gettingaslowstart ]
— an ssue that could weigh on their s:w"qs and the e econgay years and decades
down the road. Thats whyT-‘m! palicy makers should see the soft IaIrJul markatfor
ammmur‘ hallenge that d ks pali
with Fed Gn\.lemorl_h risgto-
pMI WaIJEr sa:,.lmg In remarks I"fl:lay tlnt “the current batch of data no longer
requires patience, it requires action”, He also sald that he would advocate for* front-
Iuadlgmte cuts if that is appropriate”, though it would depend on data flow,
thon has been moderating for two years running, and pollcymakers have
plentyof room to reduce rmtes just to get toa *neutral” policy stance that's nelther
restrictive nor stimulative. The challenges facing new workers tell me that they
shouldlean toward "faster”rather thanslower". That meansa 50-basks-point rate
reduction at the policy meeting later this month, There's no point in waiting for
layoffstoaccelermte to kick rate cuts intohigh gear when so many willing and ready
workers are already struggling,

wices handling postings and transfers of
civil servants,

Unlike the presidential systemof gov
emment where the President ks directly

board. As the amount and A difference  of opinion
oomplultym’tlwgmm Wh.thar"k‘l between r:ﬂnmru
ment increased, and Sardar Vallabhbhal
thework of various depart - makil!g Patel, with the former pre-
ments was  distributed i s, or ferringa Frima

amaong the members of the 'rd. ati ith Ister's Office and the latter
CouncilwiththeGovemor- ~ COOrDINAting wi astrong Cabinet secretariar.
General or the Council col- - other ministries, the  This went to Loed Mount-
lectively dealingwithonly  PMO calls the shots  batten, who left it to Nehm

the more important cases.

This procedure was
legalised by the Indian Councils Act,
1861, during the time of Lord Canning,
leading to the Introduction of the portfo-
lio system and the inception of the Exec-
utive Counell of the Governor-General,
The secretarlat of the executive council

viceroy, but he d  now attend r_hewulu:ll
Lard wnn first started
i

5
the practice of having
tary by his side at these mmtlngL‘I his

todecide. Ultimately, Nehru
decided to retain the Cabi-
net secretariat, Ever since, there hash

ated and Mishra occupled this post also.

Druring his first term in office (2014-
201%), PM Narendra Modi had two key
officials in the PMO, While Nripendra
Misra served as princlipal secretary, PK
Mishra was the additbonal principal sec-
retary, The roles were demarcated with
Mistaoverseeing policy and PKMishran
charge of all appointments. In 2019,
Mikera stepped down, and Misha became
the principal secretary.

The short paint is that whether it's
plloting policies, making appointments,
o coordinatingwith other minkstries, the
PMO ealls the shats, Therefore, tha bal-
ance of power has swung towards the
principal secretary, especlally under a
strong PM. The position of the Cabinet
nchoke b liketh,

asense of unease between the P! MO and
the Cabinet Secretariat.

Under Indira Gandhl, the PMO
became supreme in all matters, and her
principal secretary, PN Haksar, emerged
as the most pawerful official in the gov-
ernment, The committed bureaucracy,

bouseofthe Farllament —aboutwhich it
Issald that when it agrees with the lower
house it's being superflucus and when it
disagrees it's being mischievous.

Of course, persanalities matter, The
outgoing Cabinet secretary, Rajiv Gauba,
did a fine job and protected his tuef, and

later extended to

practice continued and in

judiciary,
s private secre- was his hrainchild,

Uul ing PV Naraslmha Raos time

arried out,

1935, the viceroy's | s

THE EDITOR

Elections in the valley

The expectation is that the

Party and the regional parties an the
restoration of Articke 370. 8y fulﬁlllng
the gl li

Assembly election in Jammu and
Kashmir will bring a semblance of
democracy in the Unian Territary and
enable its people to have a say in their
future, Much will hinge onvoter turn
out and the government that is
formed, While there is unanimity
among the political parties in
restoring statehood, opinicns diverge
greatly between the Bharatiya Janata

the people of lammu and Kashmir and
by desisting from doing anything to
fray the delicate cuitural cloth that is
Kashmiriyat, India can give the people
a sense of belonging ta the nation and
ntegrate them and velidate its
democratic credentials and its
commitment to pluralisrm. it muest be
left to the people of lammu and
Kashmir to decide ifthe last 10 years is

really a “goéden period", as described
vy Amit Shah. From this election,
democracy and the will afthe people
must emesge the winner.

(5 David Milton, Maruthancode

OEMs vs dealers

Apropos of “Auta dissanance” (FE,
September 7), original equipment
manufscturers (DEMs) dispatching
high wolume stocks to thew dealersis a
comimon pheno menan in both
passenger vehicles and twowhester

one is sure han will do no less,
However, as the parliamentary system
becomes more prime ministerial in
matuse, the erosion of powers of the Cab-
Iniet secretary is a given.

Industries, The festive season is round
the cornes, 50 OEMs are banking on it.
Buthaving said that, it would always
be beneficial if OEMs do not go
aoverboard and pile up huge invertory
fevels with daalers and force the latter
to be bogged down completely,
Irventory levels have to be sustainable
for dealers and it is non-negotiable
that OEMs and deaslers are abgned,
~Bal Govind, Noida
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SCIENCE

Mice study claims to have found long
COVID’s ‘real’ perpetrator

The current concept of SARS-CoV-2 pathogenesds is that the inflammation triggered by the virs damages the inner lining of blood v

s sind start

aclotting process during

which fibrin is deposited in the blood. The new study has Ripped this concepr. finding that ibrin is reportedly the driver of COVID-I9 inflammation

K
Vipin M. Vi |-I|hllt!u

nscientific circkes, the SARS Cov-2

virus is well known asa
vasculopath
Plewsd vissols,

The dominint resplratory symptoms
associated with COVIDA9 are largely due
1o clotting and inflammation in the blood
vessels of the hungs
Irvolvement of the alrways), Hs mao
severe complications, Inclmllm:
neurological ones like stroke, are rooted
In vasculopathy as well,

- agent: a damager of

Lack of correlation

tent thrombo-nilammation is an
Imiportant mechanism in a complex wels
of factors that leads to the myriad
symptoms of post-acute '»L‘I.[I.IL'LIL' of
SARS-CoV-2 Infection — ak.a, long COVID,
This condition continues to affect millions
of people worldwide even afier high
population immunicy and the skgr
bewer ineldence of severe COVIDAS,

This is wiyy blood thinners have played
i skgmificant role in managing the
complications due to COVIDAS, Sadly,
researchers have found that these
complications aren't correlited with the
severity of indtial COVID-I9, meaning o
person can have these complications after
mild or even asymiptomatic COVID-19
Infection,

Large knowledge gaps extst regarding
the mechanisms undeslying the Mood's
diffieulties with elotting (coagulopatliy),
thelr consequences, and treatment
options for the resulting inflammation
and neuropathology,

anly

Turned on lis head

Acstudy published in Narure on August 28

provided a new perspective on this

aid has seeded hope o

rotigh in managing these cases.
iy was concerned with

clotting. Fibrinogen s a soluble protein
that is formed in the liver and
subsequently converted 1o the insoluble
fibirin.

Whenever the body bleeds, the event
riggers a carefully controlied cascade of
processes that finishes with a clot.

Uneantrolled or abrormally triggened
cloating is thie root cause of

clotting related complications of several
clinical conditions, including those of
COVID-9 and long COVIE.

The current concept of SARS-CoV-2
pathogeriesis is that the inl
riggered by the virus damage
endothelium, or inner lining, of bleod
vessels. This triggers the clotting process
during which fibsrin is deposited in the

30 print of a spike protein of SARS-Co-2 in front of 4 30 print of a SARS-Cov-2 virus particle, The spike
piatein (foreground) enables the virug to enter and infect human cells, Ninhao L

b,

But the new study has turmed this
concept around, Using a mouse model of
COVID-19, the researchers showed that
fibrinogen and fibrin actively bingd to the
spike protein of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and
thait this relatfonship drives the
inflasmmation and the complications in
the lurgs and the brai
than belng part of the effect
repartedly the driver of COVIDA9
nfl fon and neuropathology

The spike protein-fibrin combeo
The tean
Lo suppert ks findings, Fir
researchers demonstirated the binding of
thie trimeric spike protein with ibrinogen
with significant affinity,

They also showed the spike proteln
and the fibrinogen become localised n
high concentration in the lungs (during an
experimental Infection with the virus).

Thee researchers also reported that a
specific binding site, called yim s, on
fAbrinogen s where the spike protein
attachyes itself. (Conversely, there were
multiple sites on the spike protein w
the fAibrimogen could bind itsell. One in
particular, called spikes o, the
researchers identiied as the “best™ JNext,
they showssd that the interaction of the
spike proteln with the fibrinogen, and
Abrin, beads o an altered clot structure

ee

Whenever thie body Blecds, the event
T e of processes that
finishes wiih a clot. Uncontrolled or
abnornially triggered cloting ks the
rowol canse of clotting-relaed
complications of several clinical
wconditions, including those of
COVIEE and long COVID

that resists bising broken up (hysis). This
correlates well with the lower-than-usual
effectivensss of chot-dissolving drugs in
people with COVIDA9, B
researchers showed the abnormal clot
coubd trigger inflammatory activity that
becomes worse when the en s
converted to fibrin, They abso showed that
the fbrin-spike protein combo aliered
Tmmuene: pathways,

Mot related to vaccines issue

‘We know that the spike pix iteln continues
o cireulate in the body of patlents who
Thavie long COVID even after th Live
infection has cleaned. So the researchers
studied the role of the fibrinspike protein
wcambo in a ;u:s: inrmhm scenario as
well. Here ia

fibrin- dl'pt.'l'ldl‘l'ﬁ nu-ch.mmn that elicited

Security officers chock the railnoad tracks as the Soyuz M5-26 misshon launch vehicle is transported from the asembly hangar to the launch pad ahead of its upcoming lift-off

with th et Intermational Space Statian (ISS] ciew, at the Balkoaur Cosmodiome, Razaklistan, on Sunday. REUTERS

EM
K\

mmtory response in the presence
of the spike protein but even if there was
ne active infection.

Importantly, the researchers have said
this ks mof the mechanism underlying the
rare clotting related complications
assochated with COVIDA9 vaccines based
on i adenavinies vector, These
complications are instead related 1o the
.“I\.’I"’\‘Ill.ls l:l)l“l"! ment iII'Hj aren't seen in
vaccines based on other pliforms that
also use the spike proteln,

Wy We manage
COVID,

In Fact the researchers found that
monaechonal antibody SB8 binds o the
s e sktee of fibrinogen and could keep
the spike protedn at bay and prevent all
the resulting complications. This antibody
also doesn't alter the normal functiening
of ibrincgen and doeen't Indwee its own
chotting-related side effects.
They demonsirated this therapeutic

COVIR-I9 and long

entered phase Inllnlmlwuls 10 8505
safety and tolerability. If it successfully
completes this phase ||h-ly toenter
Intor phase 2 where researchers will assess
clinleal endpoints,

Proceed with caution

This said, although the study appears
Dbi2 i path-breaking advance, eritics
rightly argued that this s
animal study and that there §
roadd ahwead.

Further, although the researchers have
edly streseed the importance of the
dings for the management of
OVID, the study durntion was not

g enough 1o qualify as a study of long
COVID prer 5.

Mast conclushons in the study are
based on hyposheses and extrapolations
that will need 1o be confirmed by more
studdies specifically planned for that
purpose,

Finally, the rescarchers” conilict of
Imterest is important: many of the
corauthors are assoclated with companies
that manufacture fibrin antibodies and
are also patent-holders for the
development and therapeutic use of
antibodies.

still a long

(Puneet Kumiar i g clinician, Kemar
Chiild Chirtle, New Dellid, Vipin M.
Vashishiha is director and pacdiatrician,
Mangla Hospital amd Research Center,
Bijriaw, i‘ummrJlMﬁ'hurJr{nnnginiJ'.mm,
vipinipsita@gmail.com)

In space missions from the earth
to another planetary body,
planetary protection is the idea
that it's important to preserve the
biospheres of the earth and the
body against contamination by
“alien” micrabial life.

It's an impertant principle of
interplanetary missions, such as
from the earth to the moon or
Mars, It stems from the idea that
we ought to keep the planetary
biosphere “pristine” and from
baing “carrupted” by influences
that may not exist had the space
mission not been undertaken,

On September 5, China
announced it would be pulling up
the date lor Tianwen-3, its
ambitious Mars sample-return
mission, o 2028, potentially
ahead of the U.5. During the
announcement, the missien's
designer sald it would ablde by
the planetary protection
principle.

The principle has a legal basis
im Article I of the Outer Space
Treaty (1967}, It states that
jparties to the treaty explore outer
space while avoiding “harmful
contamination and ... adverse
changes™ in the earth's and the
bedy's enviranments due to “the
Iintraduction of extraterrestrial
matter”

An important way to "clean”

THE GIST

Thrombe-inflammation causes
the symptoms ol poat-acute
sequelag of long COVID. This
condition continues 1o affect
milllons wordwide even after
high population immunity and
significantly lower incidence
af severe COMD-19

-

Redrarchers have fownd that
long COVID complications
aron't correlated with the
severity of initial COVID-19. A
person can
tio
aymptam.at
Infection

-

Tho sudy deme
thera
manage C
of

prs will assess clinical
endpoints

A model of HASA' Viking | lander, which became
the first sp.ncrcm!r 1o land on Mars in 1976, 1t was
designed and operated 1o fseditate planctary
protection. ALE Pt

spacecraft ahead of interplanctary
missions to conform to the planetary
protection principle is to fully assemble
the vehicle and bake it in a dry room for
three days at 120 degrees C. This
increases the costs and the technical
strength of the spacecraft, but such are
the demands of keeping biospheres
‘clean’,

For feadback and suggestions

lor "Scienoe please write to
ehindu.ce.in

wllh the subject ' Daily page”
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YOGESH G
FORMER AMBASSADOR

HE Leader of the
Opposition (LaP)
in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gundhi, &
on i visit tothe US,
The visit has fiw precedents,
The Biden ndministrtion s
giving considerable mpoe-
tance to it a8 was evident
when US Ambassador to
India Eric Garcetti met Con-
gress pregdent Mallikarjun
Kharge on Seplember 3 todis-
cuss the details of this tip.
Enjoving the status of o Cabi
net minister os LoP Rahul ks
expected W0 meet senior off}
«cinls in the US administration,
Tousiness and technology Jead-
ors diplomats scademicsand
members of the Indian dias-
pot. Not many Cabinet min-
isters get such widde access.
Last year, PM Modi's stute
wist tothe USin June had gen-
erated derable  exte-

tht El‘lbllllt JALANDHAR | MONDAY | 9 SEPTEMBER 2024

of 31 MQIB SkyGuandtion
thones, coopemtion in other
mtiol and emenging. smce
technologies and other felds.

Though it was clear even at
that time that India and the
U5 had differing positionson
several sues, including the
Ulcradne conflict, as India had
refised 1o criticise Russia
directly in view of its dose
and historical ties, On the
e of human rights oo, the
two countries had different
perspectives, though Biden
had downplayed the isue
when  pointed  questions
were  raised about  the
human rights record of the
Modi government.

However, during the G20
Surmit in New Delhiin
tember 2023, both countnes
showed better cooperntion as
India, with support from the
US, was sucoessdial in forging
consenaus on many difficult
smues such os the Ukrine
wag, dimate change, oadmis
sion of Africon Unlon as a
new member and a separate
agreement on the Indin-Mid-
die East-Europe Economic
Corridor  The G2 had
emerged a3 a robust plat-
form against the prevailimg
where the devel-

ment, President Biden had
then described the IndiaUS
fthes s "one of the most defin-
ing rdutionshipe n the 21
century”, That visit had led to
several major  agreements
about provickng technologies
for manufacturing F414 jet
engines in India, setting upof
mew semiconductor plant. sle

oped, sodalist and develop-
ing countries could come
together to negotinle on
mmplex problems

Serious diferenoes, however
had begun to emenge between
India and the US renedintely
after the summit. Biden hod
meportedly wanted o hold a
Joint press conferencewith PM

OPED
India-US relations need a reality check

DIVERGENCE: The US eapects Indin to strongly support s foreign poloy initiatves,
bt the lnther can't meet them due to difering inferests, m

Modi. But Tnclin was rebuctant
betmuse of the possibilty of
Bidden inchulging in o vedlerd ovit-
bci=m of India's human rights
juolicees following the arest of
sarne Opposition leaders earh-
er. Inclindied not want to mar a
suivessiil summit with ot
cisan of it human rights meoord
befre G20 leackers. Picen did
his presser ofter renching
Hanod bt nursed a gnevance
that hewns denied that oppor
tunity in New Defhi

These differerces on the
e of human rights deep
mwd when Canadian PM
Justin Tradesw claimed (with-
out furnishing evidencel in
September list year that there
were ‘credible allegabions’ of
the Indian govemments
Envolvement in the musder of

India and the US
will need to show
more mutual
accommaodation to
maintain a decent
relationship.

HurdeepSingh Nigior, o Khalss-
i acthist, who was killed
outsiele o gurdwara in Surrey
in dune 2023 In November
123, the US government said
it hacl armestedd Inchian notional
Nikhil Gupta in Pmgue for
ullegedly oonspiring Lo assis-
sinae another Khalistand ter:
rorist, Gurpatwant Singh Pan-
nun, on American soll. The US
clmimexd that Gupta, a bus-
nessman, hacl tried to hire o
professional killer who turned
out 1o be an underoover US
drug enforcesment agent, and
was meting on the advioe of an
Indion government employee
engaged in security and intel
Bggence work.

Since the US alegations
paonted 1o o nexus between
organised criminals, gun-run-

ners, leronsts and others,
Iniclin agresd to set up a high-
level inquiry committes to
Investigate the matter. Over
the rwaxt several months, the
US made a huge fuss sbout
“violation of human rights of
an Amerioan national”, ignor-
ing India's concerns that
Fannunwas o banned temor
istwho was threatening Indi-
an organisations and promi-
nent  personalites on
Americun soil without any

restraint,  These  develop-
ments. further  impacted
Indin-US ties as  Biden

declined Indin’s invitation to
be the chiel guest ot the
Republie Day function this
yoar, The Quad Summit.
scheduled for Januaryin New
Delhi under Indin’s chair-
manship, was also ned
after Biden's refusal. Various
highlevel visitsand intensive
bilmteral engagement, seenin
the previous year also sul-
fered considerably,

Amid India’s Geneml Elec
tion earlier this year there
was criticism of the Indian
government’s human rghts
rectind and charges of India's
democritic backshding b
the American and Europearn
medin, NGOs and pro-gow
emment  agendes It
appeared that the US govern-
ment, sensitive about foreign
interference in ity electaml
process, had let loose all ts
agencies to weaken the elec
toral prospects of the ruling
party in Inds.

Biden was cold towards PM
Modi duning an informal

meeting in Rtaly on the side-
bines of the G7 Summit in
June. The Biden administra-
tion also found PM Modi's
visit to Russia in July “irk-
some and uncomfortoble™,
though Modi had told Presi-
dent Putin that he must find
a peacefil solution to the
Ulernine condlict. This visitto
Russin was also devold of
new  substantive  agree
ments. Washington was so
disturbed by this visit that
the US Ambassador in New
Dedhi warned India not to
take its friendship with the
US “for granted”

Bangldesh's political situs
tion, which led to PM Sheikh
Hasinn'sexit and reports of an
allegedenup enganeered Ly the
ICIA in collesion with the TSI
further exposed the underhy-
ing differences between India
and the US about their per-
spectives on Banglodesh, In
August, American diplomats
wre seen maseting Opposition
leadkers in Jammu and Kash-
mir, Arddhin Pradesh. Bihar
aind other stulesTTE

The US expects India to
srongly support its foreign
policy initintives, but the lat-
fer can't meel them due Lo
differing interests, Because
of their antagonism towaids
China, India's growing econ-
omy, itz need for US imvest.
mients, tech nologes and mil-
fary equipment, the two
nmations cannot  be adver
sries. However, they will
need to show more mutual
scoommadation to maintain
a decent relationship.

Unreliable data inevitably leads to flawed conclusions

e
ATANU BISWAS
PROFESSOR, INDIAN STATISTICAL
INSTITUTE, KOLWATA

N his Jenuary 2023

address, then UK

Prime Minister Rishi

Sunak had stated that

the muntry meeded o
reimagine its “approach to
numeracy” since we live “in
u world where dats is every-
where and satistics under-
pinevery job”

But should data always be
trusted? In2020, then Conser-
wative UK PM Boris Johnson
hod stated thot there were
100,000 fewer children Bving
in poverty of the tme than o
the emd of the previous
Labour government's tenure.
However, Labour leader Sir
Keir Starmer daimed that
6,00,000 more children were.
Irving in poverty under Con-
servative rule. Tnterestingly,
the government’s slatistics
badked both dairms, acourding
to Georging Sturge, statisti-
clan of the House of Com:
mons Library Thus, both
were correct, but how?

Sturge’s 2022 book Bad
Data:  How Governments,
Politicians and the Ret of Us
et Misled by Numbers shows
how orucind dota, induding
‘that from the grvemment, &
riddled with nconsistencies,

guessvork and  uncertanty
Dol disasters fom recent
political  history,  including
sorme of Brinal's antecedents,
e userd toilustrate the book,
which I upfront about the
Baws orvel gapa in the data,
Sturge exumines case stud-
bes of some of the most con-
fentious topies. including gen-
der disparity. imemigration,
Brexat, hote crims, poverty
el the state of education and
healtheare. Theme bs some dis-
pute about what constitutes
overty, contibuting o the
EscTepancy betwen
Starmer's and  Johnson's
numbers. Sturge queries the
definition of povesty: it a fai-
ure to provide for fundamin-
tal needs? And should televi
son and access o the Internet
be included among them?
Also, should it cover the capac-
y, sy, 1o pay mn unepected
il ofa moderate amount?
Neither the unemployment
cata inthe 1880 noc the crime
stafistics of the 1990s or 2000
for the UK were reliable. The
UK government has altensd
the definition of unemploy-
ment und the method for reg-
Eetiering and ooumnting unem-
poved  poople  oumerous
times over the pust 50 years.
Onee the union inarance
caims wene added to the
daimant count, it wus then
expanded to include amone
who wos ‘actively secking
work', Broader metrics are
currently being used, andthey
seeount for those who are
ctively seeking emiployment
i well is the larger group of
people who are not, forvarious
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JRY: Doto alone B e

ressons, Sturge cliims that
nine “significant’ changes
have been noted by the UK
Office for National Statistics,
making it impossible 0 com-
jure the series over time
Understandably, in such a
soenario, i is df feult to msess
whether the sihufionis getting
betier orworse, snee we ether
o not it cetlain things o
wee dho not court them consis-
fently. Acconding to Sturge.,
Eregulnrities occur in the UK
crime or health stutisties since
the sme people who are
responsible for neducing evime
mcident or disease numibers
e jesponsible for mecording
those numbers. “We dont
kenere. how many people died
fom Covid1® or whether
erimme is going up ondown,” she
wroke, Furthermone, dispurities

DowN
1 Ansamed
attisnde (4)

Braciog (5)

Bermal (T)

ok e b

Deny (4)

16 Froibess (%)

31 Recridy ()
2% Book of mp
chans (5)

25 Oavman (%)

Saturday's solution

Acroa: | Camvam, & lwsee, 8 Undar outh, 9 Bar, 10 Te:
14 Hamboo, 13 Enlist, 17 Bligite, 15 Veil, 21 Dog, 22 n the dock, 24
Hagpry: 25 Dungeon
Dowe 1 Cont, 2 Nod, 5 Airs, 4 Starve, § Inherent, & Sob judice, 7
Earneat, 1} Summing-ap, §3 Solidty, 14 Breadth, 16 Eluted. 19 Liken,
20 Vein 25 Owe

Bisierly howsile (%)
Sparing e | 71

Haicobmaig dye (5]
P (46

14 Natrow ouape (5,5)

I8 Withehawing (27)
N Unchocked 1Ty

26 Aankering 4y

12 Chemde.

Appropriatencss
ol the metric ofa
meastrerment
isimmensely
mponant

n the approach ofien distort
the meaning. For nstanoe, the
data from telephone inter
views used for the erime sun
vey during the Cewvid-19 pan-
demicmuy not be compurable
to the data from in-person
interviews conducted before
amd after the mic.
Besides, if we don’t know
the underlying narrative, data
Justcan't paint the whole pic
ture, Stumge’s book has the
lovely historical anecdote of
the origin of the term ‘cobra
effect’. Apparently, in 19th
wentury Delbd s meward was
affered for thoase who caught
and killed the cobms that
were overunning the dty
The pullic health risk posed
by the venomous snoakes,
howerver, prersisted even after
locals reparted wheelbarrow

Ioads of dead cobms to the
autharities. It eventually
bemme evident that many
people had chiden to bresd
wobras with the intention of
killing them ancl claiming a

tribute far too much to the
GDF Besides, there are more
flaws in the GDP caleulation
process. In mid-2013, the US
Bureau of Economic Advis-
ershad modified its GDP cal
eulstion ol o result-

reward, and a
number of these farmed
bras were esciping and
attacking people.

Agin, only dita B not
enough; the appopristeness
of the metrie of a mmsun-
mentis mmensdy important
For example, rother than
revealing generul gender dif-
ferences. the gender iy gap
highlights the underrepa-
sentation of women in top
posts ot firma. So, while help-
ful, this statistic is not veny
nwsanoed, [ his 2009 book Bad
Dater: Wiy We Mearun the
Wrong Things and Often Mis
the Mietroes That Matter, Cana-
dian urton designer Peter
Schryvers drew attention o
the drawhackes of data analyss
and stressed the need toapply
approprinte  metrics before
rmaking key decisions in the
emvimnment, comorate and
‘healthcare sectors

Economist Joseph Stiglitz,
reciptent of the 2001 Nobel
Prize, once stated: “What we
measure infems what we
do, And if we're measuring
thewrong thing, we're going
to do the wrong thing.” Of
course, there are Wons of oth-
er coxamples beyond those
two books on bad dota. The
GDE which is frequently
criticised asan inoppropriate
mdicutor of growth, is & crus
cial one. A small number of

Ing in an ovemight gmowth of
3 per cent in the US econo-
my. Ghana moved its base
venr from 1963 to 2008 in
2010, resulting in a GDP
growth of 60 per cent and s
transformation from a low to
alowenmidd e inoome coun-
try. Similuly, Nigerian's GDP
grew by 80 per cent all ot
onoe  when  this  was
rebased” in 2014; it sur
passed  South  Africa to
become  Africa’s  largest
economy. And all that mogke
Thap pened without any addi-
tional economic action.

Artificia] intelligence (AD,
oo, ks not abways correct and
unbiased. Bad training data
or the intringde bias of the
data used to train Al models
s one of the primary reagons
fior that. Training data should
bevettid 1o be free of raciam,
sexiam and any ot her form of
discrimination. However, it's
almost Impossible o guaran-
teethat, particulasly sinoe Al
requires massive amounts of
training datn.

Therefire, statistical ltermcy
s mportant for both our daily
Bves and politics, und data
abore i msiifficient for thepar
fpase. However the mom gener
alquery still stands: Is 2t possi-
e W draw my significnt
onchisions from dota that
seerrs fwexd? 13 no dats

bad data?

wealthy  individ cane
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