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All or any

The state must have bandwidth to guard

inst concentration of resources
T hat the Constitution has an economic phi-

losophy rooted in socialist principles,

mainly embodied in its Directive Princi-
ples of State Policy, is well understood, However,
a question that has often arisen for judicial re-
view concerns how far the state’s obligation to
subserve the common good and prevent the con-
centration of wealth and means of production
can be allowed to go against fundamental rights
of individuals. The state’s obligation to ensure
that the ownership and control of “material re-
sources of the community are so distributed as to
subserve the common good™ and to prevent the
working of the economic system to the common
detriment is found in Articles 39(b) and (c). The
recent verdict of a ninejudge Bench of the Su
preme Court, holding that not all private resoure:
es would fall under the ambit of ‘material re-
sources’ of the community in Article 39, is
notuhle for its sxamination of whether the under-
lying economic thought should be given an ex-
pansive view, or there are limitations on what

sort of private property can be the subject of

state action. The Court's majority opinion rejects
the expansive view taken in a few precedents in
favour of any private resources, including those
individual-owmned, falling under its ambit. In tune
with present-day economic realities, it holds that
this directive principle cannot be seen through
any particular ideclogical prism, and disap-
proves of such earlier formulations,

The majority view is that while, theoretically,
private resources could be part of the communi-
ty's resources, the relevant consideration for the

state to acquire or distribute them in pursvit of

the common good will depend on “non-exhaws-
tive factors™: the nature of the resources and
their characteristics, whether such acquisition is
essential for the community, the scarcity of such
and the o of their being
concentrated in private hands. Land acquisition
has always been based on the principle of emi-
nent domain, while allocation of natural resoure-
es will require Fair and ransparent processes. On
the other hand, nationalisation of utilities, servic-
es and industries has required constitutional jus-
tification through the Directive Principles. The
majority is right in holding that the Constitution-
makers consciously worded Article 39 in broad
terms so that they do not tie down future regimes
to any particular strand of economic thought,
However, Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia’s dissent has
significance. Highlighting the continuing inequal-
ity in society, he has questioned the majority for
seeking to limit the scope of the “material re-
sources”, when the better approach would have
been to leave it to the wisdom of the legislature.

Donald Trump's second term could add
1o the stress on climate action plans

any goals related o climate change and
M public health have important deadlines
by 2030: reducing carbon emissions, fi-
nancing poorer countries’ climate mitigation and
adapation plans, protecting biodiversity, antici-
pating future pandemics, and instituting sustain-
ahle development. It does not bode well for any
of them that in the second half of this decade -
when the world has greater need of science sensi-
tive to societal, developmental, and humanitar-
ian needs plus cross-border trust — Donald
Trump will be the U.S. President. Those goals
have been instrumentalised by treaties that de-
mand collective action, the ability to negotiate
and compromise, and a willingness to assume
the long view, all of which Mr. Trump has shown
he is incapable of, thus jeopardising the desper-
ate progress the world needs to make. Already, at
the recent COPIG summit, the world's richest
countries refused to meet their own commit-
ments to pay for biodiversity management and
instead pointed to privatesector funding to
bridge the gap. COP23 will begin next week to
draft the framework in which the carbon offsets
systemn will operate without devolving into a “pay
to pollute” scheme. In his first term, Mr. Trump
pulled the US. out of the Paris Agreement; re-
fused to fund WHO; censored research findings;
promoted the expansion of carbon-intensive in-
dustries; and fanned pseudoscience. He also vi-
tiated scientific collaborations by raising the bo-
geyman of "hidden" political agendas and, after
his appointees to the Supreme Court overturned
the Chevron doctrine, weakened federal agen-
cies' ahility to regulate emerging technologies.
Given the LL5s likely turn towards transac-
tiomalism for the next half decade and the world’s
rapidly shrinking carbon budget, countries fight-
ing climate change must consider binding agree-
ments so that commitments thereunder survive
changes in government, while bracing to miss
targets by wider margins in the interim. Then
again, Mr. Trump's ULS. cannot be treated as an
isolated stressor. For one, the repercussions for
U.5.-Europe trade under Europe’s new Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism are yet to be
worked out. Similarly, if the LS. reduces adapta-
tiom financing, which is not unlikely, the drain on
other countries' budgets will compromise their
capacity to deal with everything from pathogen
surveillance to early-warning systems, There is
still hope, however. U5, States have considerable
power to effect subnational action and, while less
than ideal, it must not be underestimated. Mr,
Trump’s re-election also places a higher premi-
um on other governments' support — material
and otherwise - for their scientists, their collab-
orators, and evidence-based policymaking to
keep the world on course to meeting its goals,

All eyes on

he New Collective Quantified Goal

(NCQG) will be a key determinant of

COP24 (also touted as a “finance COP')

turning out to be successful, The
foundation of climate finance actions
unequivecally centred on addressing the “needs
and priorities of developing countries”, as
mandated in Article 9 of the Paris Agreement.
NCOG, and set to be finalised at COP29, will shape
the future of cdlimate Anance. COP29 is being held
in Baku, Azerbaijan, from Novemnber 11 to 22,
2024,

Unresolved battles

In the debate over the NCQG, countries with
diverse interests are taking sharply differing

s, a5 highlighted in the recent high-level
ministerial dialogue on NCOG ahead of COP29,
Key unresolved issues incude the structure and
the scope of the NCOQG, the scale of financial
contributions, and time frames, and sources,
Developing countries insist that the financial
burden must not shift unfaidy onto them. They
emphasise the responsibility of developed
countries to provide support, laying stress on the
need for equity in climate finance, with a balance
between adaptation and mitigation. Their
position favours clear, quantitative targets, with a
focus on public Anance, grants, and concessional
loans, alongside specific, predictable time frames
of either five or 10 years.

In contrast, developed countries push to
broaden the contributor base, advocating for a
mare inclusive approach to climate finance. They
prioritise sutcome-driven strategies, rargeting
low emissions and climate resilience, while
exploring innovative inancing and flexible,
multibayered finance structures,

The $100 billion annual climate finance pledge,
made in 2009 and extended to 2025, has been a
glaring source of distrust, Developed countries
missed the original 2020 deadline, only meeting
the target in 2022, undermining faith in their
commitments and leaving developing countries
struggling with the consequences of delayed
action. Moreover, the $100 billion target is
woefully insufficient. Trillions are needed. The
Standing Committes on Finance estimates that
for 48% of costed needs from 98 parties, the
amount required for climate action ranges
between $5.036 trillion and $6.876 trillion.

Although the OECD reports that the $100
billion goal was met for the first time in 2022,
with developed countries mobilising $115.9
hillion, the reality exposes serious flaws. There
are insufficient resources for adaptation, and the
over-reliance on loans, instead of grants, is
pushing vulnerable countries further into deb.

Grants-based public finance must be the core
of climate finance, with concessional loans
supplementing but not replacing it. Private
investment is useful for clean energy but falls
short in adaptation projects, where the returns

Baku and the climate finance goal

Vibha Dhawan
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With
developlng
countries
burdened by
the climate
erisis they did
not cause, the
critbcal question
is whether
negotiatons on
glohal climate
fimance will
deliver
OULCOMES OF
Just promises

are less clear. This mw:stment bias towards

ion leaves crucial efforts such
as infrastructure resilience and disaster
management severely underfunded. Accessing
funds from entities such as the Green Climate
Fund and Global Environment Facility remains a
significant hurdle for developing countries,
hindering their ability to adapt.

Lﬁsue wir.h m&pmd.h:g the contributor base
ding the ¢ il base
for the NDF\G raise significant concerns regarding
equity and the effectiveness of climate finance
negotiations, According to submissions on the
new collective quantified goal on climate finance,
Switzerland and Canada have proposed
expanding the contributor base o include
additional countries based on criteria such as
emissions and GNI per capita (PPP). The
Canadian and Swiss proposals largely seek o
target China along with oil-producing countries
such as Bahrain, Bronei, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates,
Considering climate change impacts, aspects such
as vulnerability, energy poverty and human
development are extremely important.

The discussions on expanding the contributor
base are not new and were pushed during the
Paris Agreement talks. Developed countries
argued that wealthier nations should step up,
citing shifting global economies, The developing
countries pushed back, seeing it as an attempt to
sidestep the core principles of equity and
commaon but differentiated responsibilities that
underpin dimate negotistions, This move was
seen as a threat o dilute accountability, shifting
the burden away from those historically
responsible for the elimate erisis. The discussion
on the contributor base exceeds the intended
mandate, risking delays in crucial negotistions.
Given the pressing need for cdimate action, this
debate risks stalling progress at COP29,

The foumdation of the NCQG and dimate
finance commitments should be Armly anchored
in Article 9 of the Paris Agreement, which

dates a balance 1 ion and
mitigation finance, emphasising public and
grant-based finance for adaptation to avoid
increasing the debt burden on developing
countries,

Yet, developed countries are advancing a
narrative focused on “low greenhouse gas
er and climate-resilient 1 "
which carries significant political implications for
their legal obligations under the Paris Agreement
and the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change.

This narrative shift appears to be an attempt to
dilute explicit responsibilities by broadening the
scope of interpretation. Such a shift undermines
both the spirit and the letter of Article 9 of the
Paris Agreement, violating the principle of pacta
sunt servanda, which demands that treaties and

agreements be upheld in good faith.

The Standing Committee on Finance (SCF) has
updated the operational definition of climate
finance. The current definition of climate finance
is "Climate Anance aims at reducing emissions
and enhancing sinks of greenhouwse gases, aims at
reducing vulnerability, increasing adaptive
capacity, and mainstreaming and increasing
resilience of human and ecological systems to
negative climate impacts, and includes financing
for actions dennhed in a country’s nationally

ined contribution,
communication, nalmnaludapmtirm plan,
bong-term low-emission development strategy, or
other national plan for implementing and
achieving the goals of the Paris Agreement and
the objective of the Convention”.

The absence of an explicit reference to
additionality in the adopted definition is a critical
oversight, as it leaves room for ambiguity on
whether dimate finance constitutes new and
imcremental support. Finance refers to the
targeted allocation of public funds from
developed to developing countries o support
climate mitigation and adaptation, while
investment involves the allocation of capital with
the expectation of profit, which may not align
with climate priorities. Counting private
investments as part of the NCQG risks diluting the
accountability and the responsibility of
developed countries to provide clear, targeted,
and equitable climate finance, as private capital
often lacks the public purpose and oversight
essential to meeting international climate
ohjectives, sspecially adaptation. Having
common accounting frameworks continues to be
critical.

On the NCQG

Developing countries need not only Ainance but
also technology transfer and capacity building as
a means of implementation to support both
mitigation and adaptation. However, procedural
barriers within multilateral mechanisms, which
often prioritise ‘value-for-money" over
‘needfor-money’, can hinder their access o

As COP29 approaches and the NCOG is set to
be finalised, the negotiations will decide if climate
finance truly addresses the urgent needs of
developing countries burdened by the climate
crisis they did not cause,

The NCQG's success hinges on whether it
restores faith in multilateralism and rebuilds the
fractured trust between developed and
developing countries, If the process fails o
account for historical responsibility, the unique
challenges of developing countries, and the need
for capacity building, it risks widening the divide.
Af.thl. world heads towards Baku, the critical

ins: will the i global
climate finance deliver just outcomes or just
promises?

India, Pakistan and modifying the Indus Waters Treaty

30, 2024, in line with Article XI1 (3) of the
Indus Waters Treaty (TWT), underlines its
concerns about meeting ever-increasing domestic

water needs in a sustainable manner, The notice
is to review and modify the treaty 1o address
India's specific concerns relating to altered
population demographics, along with agricultural
and other uses apart from the need to accelerate
the development of clean energy to meet India's

l ndia's move to serve formal notice on August

.
Anwar Sadat

teaches internatianal
erviranmental Law st
the Indian Suciety of

ion rights. India has also d in the
notice that the impact of persistent cross-border
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir is impeding
smooth operations of the Treaty, undermining
the full utilisation of its rights in the Indus.

Artiche X11, which allows modification in the
treaty from time to time, lays down a very high
threshold: 'a duly ratified treaty concluded for
that purpose between the two Governments'. If
one goes by the plea made by India and Pakistan
during the Kishenganga arbitral sward 2013, it
appears unlikely that Pakistan and India will
reach a modification formula that is to their
satisfaction.

Divergent approaches

India, as the upper riparian, treats optimal
utilisation as the ohject and the purpose of the
IW'T. This is opposed to Pakistan's {the lower
riparian) understanding of uninterrupted flow to
its side. This divergent approach relating to the
interpretation of the IWT s pury one of the
factors responsible for the claims and
counterclaims by India and Pakistan over water
use, The Hague based Permanent Court of
Arbitration (PCA) did not side with the plea of
ecological harm raised by Pakistan under Article
IV {6) of the PWT. It allowed India to build
hydropower projects on the Kishanganga. But the
Tribunal has added a caveat: that India has to

New Delhi

Given the Lack
of trust between
the two
coumntries,
renegotating
the ITWT o
review and
make changes
might

prove difficult

maintain a minimum nine cubic metre a second
flow. India has 33 hydro-power projects, in either
construction or planning phase, along the
western tributaries. The use of western rivers for
hydro-power generation is permitted under the
IWT but the crucial point is about India
maintaining minimum flow.

Challenges in managing resources

Ensuring optimum utilisation and maintaining
minimum flow would require better management
of the entire Indus Water Basin, resulting in
enhanced water resource. Meeting these goals is
remode in the given structure of the TWT, which
divides the separation of the Indws Basin into
eastern and western waters, India has
proprietary rights in the eastern rivers (Article 11,
Ravi, Sutlej and Beas) while Pakistan has
proprietary rights in the western rivers (Article
111, Indus, Jhelum and Chenab), The idea of
partitioning the rivers was driven by historical
contingency relating to Partition and the appeal
to the Indian and Pakistani leadership as the only
rational strategy. The partitioning of the river
basin essentially severed hydrological
relationships between the rivers and their
tributaries, which not only made integrated water
resources management elusive but also led to
either minimal or no cooperation.

Althoagh the IWT does not have a provision
relating to no harm rube, it still binds both the
riparians as the rule is a customary international
law. The obligation not to cause significant harm
is a due diligence obligation - it amounts to
saying that both riparians have to take every
appropriate measure to prevent harm while
undertaking a hydropower project or projects on
the shared water course having a potential
transhoundary impact. The International Court
of Justice (1G]}, in the Pulp Mills on the Uruguoay

mrel case t2010} has:dennhed conducting a
impact

(EIA) as an ewnnal requirement of customary

international kaw for projects or activities with a

potential for transboundary effects. This

judgment amounts to saying India and Pakistan

will have to undertake EIA if a project has
potential ranshoundary effects. The 1C] did not
identify the core components of an adequate E1A.

The Rule relating to equitable and reasonable
utilisation (ERU) of international watercourse,
whicch is enshrined in Article 5, and the factors
and circumstances for consideration w arrive at
an ERL in Article 6 of the 1997 UN Watercourses
Convention can guide both the riparians w meet
unforeseen circumstanees, The ERU may be
leanad on to deal with unforeseen effects of
climate change such as depletion of glacial
reserves which cause a 30%-40% decrease in the
Indus's water flow.

The proposal to review should consider the
provision in Article VILIc which explicitly
provides that if both the parties are in agreement,
they can cooperate n joint engineering projects
alrsngthe river, julnl pm]ucts that are
could offer
a chance to mitigate watl!r variability that arises
from climate change.

Some suggestions

Given the lack of trust between the two parties,
renegotiating the reaty to review and make
maodifications might prove difficult. A suggestion
could be using the TWT's formal negotiation
procedures to arrive at a memorandum of
understanding and other cooperative avenues
that address issues as they arise, while using the
treaty as a structure to organise their
development of the basin (M. Zawahiri and D.
Michel, 2018).
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The U.S. election result
The resounding victory of
the Republicans shows that
the U5, electorate is still
not receptive to the idea of
& woman President. That
woters have 'condoned” the
past actions of and serious
charges against Donald
Trump is strange. Mr.,
Trump's election will be a
double-edged sword: his
capacity to bring peace in
war-tom regions of the
world vs his ‘America first'

peolicy [which may result in
a trade war) and disregard
for the enviranment,
Aanya Singhal,

Noida, Uttar Pradesh

Unfair criticism

Justice BY. Magarathna and
Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia
must be complimented for
distancing themselves from
Chief Justice of India (CJ1}
DY, Chandrachud's remarks
that the ‘Krishna lyer
doctring' had done a

THE HINDL

disservice to the spirit of the
Constitution of India,

The leng history of Justice
LR, Krishna lyer's life and
his many achievements
hardly justify such a
statement. In
TelicherryThalassery,
wihere Justice Krishna lyer
started his practice, he
appeared for the peasantry
and the downtrodden, He
wias a prolific author and an
elected member of the
State Assembly, a Law

Minister, a Member of the
Law Commission, a judge of
the High Court and the
Suprema Court, where he
faithfully adhered to the
high constitutional
principles, It is unfortunate
that the outgeing CJI has
not understood that Justice
Krishna lyer's judgments
were in line with the
principles of the
Constitution.

N.G.R. Prasad,

Chennai

Vande Bharat train service
This is a letter by a seniar
citizen expressing concem
over a decision made by the
Indian Railways. In August
2024, Vande Bharat train
services commenced
between Ernakulam
Junction and Bengaluru,
But they were stopped
abruptly after a month
without any valid reason.
This is a decision that
affects people living in and
around Ernakulam and in

Thrissur and Palakkad
districts, We are baffled by
this decision as the train

was running to full capacity,

It was also a boon to
frequent travellers such as
students, professionals and
businesspersons. This is
alse a violation of the tall
political guarantees that
were made to the people of
Kerala about ensuring
battar connectivity.

K.K. Philip,
Kachi

+
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Opinion

Are pro-natalist policies the way to address the ageing population problem?

| PARLEY I

‘hief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
recently expressed concern about

Andhra Pradesh's ageing population
and urged the people of his State to

Honarary have more children. Days later, Tamil Nadu
Senior Adviser Chief Minister M.E. Stalin attended a mass

and wedding event in Chennai. He said that the
Distinguished Census and delimitation process

Prafessar, couples to give up thoughts of

Fublic Health  family. Are pro-natalist policies the best way of
“:;‘i: an e addressing the ageing population problem? Gita

Sen and Udaya Shankar Mishra discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by Jagriti

Chandra. Edited excerpts:
| 3 ‘While India’s Total Fertility Rate dropped to
.. 1.9in 2021, below the replacement fertility

rate of .1, implying population stabilisation,
there are sharp regional variations. Could
you tell us more about the national and

m, regional context of population growth?
Mishea, Udaya Shankar Mishra: Let me first clarify that
Hanarary there is often a lot of confusion regarding
Prafessed, population growth attaining the replacement
:"“.'"'“"um’l level of fertility. Though the population growth
etituste for . gl I

Migratian in IndJa_hds sJ.th:d down, th.Lj Luu_ntr)"s
Develepmertt, population will keep on growing till 2070 as of
Thirweanantha  Tow, whereas the world population will keep on
puram growing till 2080, This means that our

population will stop growing earlier than the
world average. The reason behind the trajectory
of population growth in India is its population
momentum, which can ocour after a period of
high fertility, and which is when a large cohort
of women come into the reproductive age
bracket over time. Although the fertility rate
declines, they still contribute significantly to the
quantum growth in population. The
replacement bevel of fertility rate is indicative of
the fact that in terms of replacement
reproduction, every mother is getting replaced
by another mother. But that does not in any way
imply that India’s population growth is going
immediately experience 2 negative growth rate.

Having said that, I must also elaborate on the
birth rate and death rate transition in India,
which will give you the the cutcome of growth
rate. Between 2060 and 2070, the death rare
will cross the birth rate curve. Until then, the
growth rate will continue. But there is a distinct
north-south divide in the growth rate.
Population growth in the south is slower than in
the north. But the age composition of the
population continwes to remain in a manner
such that it can sustain the population.

There are two concerns which need to be
highlighted. One is the issue of sustaining the
population, and the ather is the aspect of federal
representation, which was enunciated by Mr.

§ 1 4 i,
People celebrate Bhai Doo| at an cld age home in Jammu. FTi

Stalin. The issue of sustaining the population
encompasses the size of the working age
population, the size of the nonworking
population, the population age, structure, and
composition. But federal representation is in
terms of share of the population of a State,
which needs some rethinking. In this regard [
had done some work with the last Finance
Commission where we added demographic
performance in the reading of populations, so
that you are not just looking at population count
but also qualitative aspects such as longevity.

Can you share some data with us to show the
scale and the pace of ageing in different parts
of the country?

USM: The scale and pace of ageing is actually
measured in terms of the proportion of
population that has aged. In 2021, Bihar's
proportion of aged population was 7.7% as
against India’s 10.1%. Compare this with Tamil
Nadu or Kerala, where the proportion was
higher than the mational average — 16.5% in
Kerala and 13.7% in Tamil Nadu. When this
pattern is projected for 2036, the share of the
elderly population in Tamil Nadu will grow from
13.7% to 20.8% and in Kerala from 16.5%

22 8%, whereas in Bihar it will grow from 7.7% to
11%. S0, the pace of ageing in the northern States
with high fertility is much lower. And I would
say this pace of ageing is not only due to
reduction in fertility levels, but also due to
increasing longevity in southern States.

1s rapid ageing necessarily a bad thing or is it
part of a natural progression in how a
population changes over time? What should
we really worry about?

Gita Sen: It is part of the natural progression.
The question, however, is when you think of the
population of 2 State or a country. There are
different kinds of development approaches, and

oo

What we should really worry about are a
whole range of development and social
factors, including health factors. a8 a
population grows older

GITASEN

policies towards population and fertility play a
big role in whether ageing is something to worry
about and how to handle it. So, what we should
really worry about are in fact a whole range of
development and social factors, including health
factors, as a population grows older. These
include non-communicable diseases, heart
issues, cancers, etc. The second is about jobs
and what work is going to be possible for an
older population. As the economy becomes
more and more IT linked, physical strength and
musculature have become bess critical. This
opens doors for the kind of work that an older
population can do. There are other elements
o0, such as migration, and how one handles
gender inequality and care services, which are
critical regardless of the age of the population.

USM: In fact, the pessimistic outlook of ageing
is primarily because of the reading of ageing in a
static way rather than a dynamic way. A dynamic
reading of apeing would take into account life
expectancy, which should be moving upwards.
Second, the characteristics of the future elderly
population would be very different from the
present-day elderly population. So, apart from
numbers, we should also take into account the
characteristics of the ageing population as all the
elderly can't be deemed unproductive.

Given the pace of ageing in southern States, is
having more children the solution?

G5z In the first half of independent India, we
were concerned about a *population bomb’. As a
result, we tried different policies, such as forced
sterilisations, which didn't work very well and
which led to human rights violations. Now we
seem to be swinging in the other direction,
which is, how can we make people have more
babies? We are talking about incentives. The
incentives that Mr. Naidu is talking about are
absurd. For instance, he mentioned that you can
only stand for local elections if you have more
than two bahies. Earlier policies said one could
only stand for local elections if one had less than
two babies. So, we keep swinging. If anybody
thinks that people will make decisions about
electoral participation on the basis of whether
they have more or less babies, that is absurd.
What happened when we had the disincentive
previowsly? Any local strongman who had five
children would simply claim that he had only

two and say the remaining three were not his,

and that they belonged to either his brother or

neighbour. Now if you tell people you need wo

‘have two or more, it is very easy to trot out

somenne else's child and say these are mine.

Why do young couples not want to have
kids? Shouldn
and understand and study those?

GS: Sinoe 2015, worldwide, a number of
countries, such as Hungary, Poland, Greece,

't government policies also try

Finland, and Sweden, where ageing is a major
issue, have moved in the direction of pro-natalist
policies. Under such policies, governments try

to increase maternity leave or paternity lesve

and increase child support or reduce taxation if

you have more children. They also try to

give
cash incentives for people to have children. Why
don’t these work? Because of the cost of living, s

there adequate housing? What is the cost of

raising a child? What does it cost to put a child in

kindergarten and then school? Even in India,

these issues are very serious. The other aspect is

the big opportunity cost for women, who are

largely responsible for the unpaid care of babies.
They drop out of work, either permanently or

for a short period of time. And when they go

back, they would have lost their place in the

promotion ladder. So, it is unlikely that women

are going to want to have two-three children.

Given all these regional disparities, what

should be at the heart of population policies?

GS: The human cost, human rights, and gender
equality questions. Second, we need to look at

the effectiveness of our policies. This can't be

through coercion, but by making them

worthwhile in society, which also have financial
costs. S0, we need to address the the needs of an
alder population by way of healthcare, or taking

advantage of technology to create job

opportunities. There is also a huge potential for
trained, empathetic carers when we have a very
serious employment problem. But we can't treat

our care service workers as though they are
cheap labour, We need to take care of them.
But I would like to also add that from an

ecological sustainability point of view, maybe it
is not such a bad idea to move towards a smaller

population size and towards replacement
fertility. We need to think of planetary

requirements and a standard of living that
provides people with a decent way to live,

ensures work:|ife balance, and gender equality.
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK

NOTEBOOK |

War, news, and Trump

mainsiream media is caught in the whirlwind of domestic politics

Varghese K. George

recent headline on the CNN web-

site declared, ‘Trump says “war

hawk’ Liz Cheney should be fired
upon in escalation of violent rhetoric
against his opponents.” On vaoting day,
The Washington Post fact-checked Donald
Trump's statement that "we have crime
through the roof " with data to apparently
prove that crime is in fact lower than be-
fore.

American mainstream media (MSM) is
caught in the whirlwind of the country’s
domestic politics. Until the rise of Mr.
Trump and his populism, American MSM
and its political and strategic establish:
ment had a cosy relationship where near-
Iy all ospinion makers agreed on the bas-
ics. The complete manifestation of this
mutual reinforcement of the country's
politics and its media peaked with ‘em-
bedded’ reporting, literally, of the Irag
war. The questioning of American politi-
cal and economic order and its foreign
policy remained on the margins of public
discourse until Mr. Trump built a political
mavement arcund it. MSM journali a
group overwhelmingly dominated by
self-identified Democrats — concluded by
the end of the 2016 election that chjective
reparting was not desirable any more. In
fact, a segment of journalists even doube-
ed whether critical reporting of Hillary
Clinton in 2016 enabled the rise of Mr.
Trump, and by implication, endangered
democracy. By the next presidential elec
tion in 2020, MSM platforms were clear
that they would do nothing to harm the
campaign of Democrat Joe Biden. That
approach led to the MSM not reporting
on the ‘Hunter Biden laptop episode’, a
decision which has raised several ques-
tions regarding ethical journalism.

Mr. Trump's allies leaked, days before
voting day in 2020, data from a laptop
that belonged to Mr. Hunter, which sug-
gested cormupt practices by him. Soon af:
ter New York Post published it, the story
was barred from social media platforms
and M3M outlets. Supported by a bewvy of
national security experts who Labelled
the story as Russian misinformation,
mast MEM reporting was on saving Amer-

ican democracy from foreigners. Four
years later, it is clear that the laptop in-
deed belonged to Mr. Hunter and the da-
ta that appeared in the public domain
was genuine. Questions of journalistic
practices raised by this episode remain
unresobved. Do journalists have a duty o

report on public figures, regardless of

what the consequences will be, including
for larger issues such as democracy and
national security? Or should they report
wonly in advancement of a declared goal?
Ethical clarity on such guestions may
have been easy in circumstances such as
the national freedom struggle, but is diffi-
«cult when public opinion within a coun-
try is divided, as it is today in the LS.

Mr. Trump and the MSM also have a
mutually beneficial relationship in a pe-
culiar and even perverse way. In nearly
all his speeches, he berates and |n-|u|t5
journalists, l.allm|, them “fake news”

“garbage”, "not good people”, and
“seum”; his supporters lap it up.

In the U5, wars no longer unite the na-
tion. Mr. Trump's populism is built,
among other things, on an antiwar
stance. What led to the CNN headline cit-

ed above is from Mr. Trump's critique of

.S, wars abroad. After explaining how
wars initiated or encouraged by the LS.
were leading to the suffering and deaths
of people, Mr. Trump, as usual, blamed
the politicians who support wars. Talking
of Ms. Cheney, former Republican law-
maker and davghter of former Vice Pn:si
dent Dick Cheney, he said: "..isa
dumb individual, very dumb. She's a rdd
ical war hawk. Let’s put her with a rifle
standing there with nine barrels shooting
at her.."
advocating war turmed out to be call for
violence in most reporting on the topic.

Contesting Mr. Trump's statement in
Denver that the city was being “overrun™
Iy Venezuelan gangs, a TV anchor said to
his runming mate [.D. Vance: *The inci-
dents were limited to a handful of apart-
ment complexes,” trying to prove false
the daim that the city was being “over-
run.” Gallup polls record that public trust
in mass media has been in decline in the
1.5, since 1972 and in 2024, it is at the
lowest point.

What was said as a criticism of

Light and warmth

[

Border Security Force personnel light candles to celebrate Diwali near the India-Ban gladesh Border, at Atila, Tapan, im Daks hin Dinajpur district of West Bengal, on October 31, 7m

FROM THE ARCHI

FIFTY YEARS AGOD MOVEMEER 8, 1974

Travel facilities restoration:
Pak. attitude unhelpful

Mew Delhi, November 7: The Indo-Pakistan
agreement for the restoration of travel

facilities has run into difficulties because of the
Pakistani insistence on scrapping the simpler

procedures followed in the past for casual
visits and regulating all future movements
between the two countries with proper

The MED R,

international passports,

Before the 1971 tr.mﬂ:ct the two
Governments used to issue special red
passports which were more in the nature of
identity cards for travel between India and
Pakistan by ordinary visitors, members of
divided families and pilgrims.

The agreement signed in September by the
Foreign Secretaries of India and Pakistan, Mr.
Kewal Singh and Mr. Aga Shahi at the last
round of offical-level talks in Islamabad
provided for the resumption of
communications and the restoration of travel
by people from either side as part of the Simla
process of normalisation.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MNOVEMBER B, 1924

Progress of war in China

Peking, Nov. 5: In consequence of the decision
of Feng-Yu-Hsiang to take over the Imperial City,
Hsnan Tung, the Boy-Emperar, accompanied by

the Maachu family left the Imperial Palace

to-day and took up residence in the Palace of the
Prince Chun, Ex-Regent, father of the Emperor.
A mumber of officers of the Imperial household

remained behind to take an inventory of the
archives and treasures and to determine the

belongings of the State and the Manchu House.

+
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
People evacuated due
to wildfires in
southern California

10,000

fuelled

Sweden central bank’s
largest rate cut in over
a decade

0.

Cubans affected by
grid collapse due to
Hurricane Rafael

millien. Cuban suthorities
strugghed o retum paswer to

the lsland on Thursday

The deportation
period under a new
Israeli law

yaars. lsrael's
- parllament passed o

Law that would allow

Proposed age limit for
kids to use social

media in Australia

years, The Australian
gowernment announced

legislation that would institute

parcentage points,
Sweden's central bank cut
its hey interest rate by half

by by winds was tearing through a
communlty northwest of Los Angeles for a
secand day after destroying homes and

P ing thousands af residents to flee when
It expladed in slze bn enly a few hours, «

an age limit of 16 years for children to start
usbng sackal media and hold platfarms
reapanslble for ensuring compliance, The
age limit would take effect 13 months after
the law |8 passed. ar

It to deport family members of Palestinian
attachers, Incleding the country's own
cltlzens, to the war-ravaged Gaza Strip or
ather lecations. The law passed with a
G141 vote, wr

a percentage polnt o 2, 75%., it added that
*If the outlook for economic activity and
Inflation remalns the same,” the policy rate
may alsa be cut In December, and during
the first hatf of 2025, ar

morning after Hurricane Rafael knocked
out the country's ebectrical grid. The grid
collapsed as Rafael tore across Cuba with
top winds of 115 mph (185 kph). e
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When can private properties be taken over by the government? Why was the right to property taken out from the list of Fundamental Rights? What does Art

Follow us o facebook.com/thehindu o twitter.com,/the_hindu O instagram.com/the_hindu

Can the state acquire all private property?

39 (b of the Directive Principles of State Policy articulate? Why was Justice VIR Krishna lyer’s interpretation of the same struck down?

EXPLAI
1} rajun, B
The story so far:

-udge Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court, ina
majority judgment (8:0), held
that not every private resource

can be considered a ‘material resource of

the community” to be used by the

Eovernment to serve the ‘common good.”

This overturns the earlier interpretation

formed in 1977 that has been followed by

the Supreme Court Hll 1997,

What are constitutional provisions?
Part IV of the Constitution contains the
Directive Principles of State Pobicy (DPSP).
These are principles that the government
shaild follow to achieve socal and
economic justiee in our sockety. Artiele
30h) in Part IV provides that ‘ownership
i eontrol of material resources of the
community are so distributed as best to
subserve the common good.!

Thie Comstitution originally guaranteed
right to property and compensation for
sequisition as a Fundamental Right under
Articles 19000 and 31 respectively, Article
F1C was added through the 25th
amendment in 1971 1t provided an
exception that laws made to fulfil the
principles under Articles 39(h) and ()
shall not be void on the ground that it
violated Fundamental Rights including
right to property. In the Kesmananda
Bharati case (1973), a 1udge Bench of
the Supreme Court upheld the validicy of
Article 310 but made it subject to judicial
review, In 1978, the right to property was
omitted from Fundamental Rights and
made a constitutional right under Article
A00A, Any law to acquire privite
property by the government should only
b for a public purpose with adequate
compensation meted out,

What were earlier judgments?
In State of Karmataka versis Ranganatha
Reddy (1977), a seven-judge Bench of the

Supreme Court upheld a Karnataka State
law that nationalised private bus
transport services, Justice V.R. Krishna
Iyer wrote a separite ‘afterword”
interpreting the phrase "material resource
of the community” contained in Article
39¢h). He beld that it embraces all
national wealth, not merely natural
resources, and all the private and public
sources of meeting material needs. This
minority judgment formed the basis of
the Sanjeev Coke Manufachuring Company
versus Bharat Coking Coal J'.mﬂ!rrf (1982)

IETECKRHOTD

referred the issue of interpretation of
Artiche 350h) vo a nine-judge Bench. The
current majority opinion (for seven
Judges including the Gl held the
interpretation of V.R. Krishna Iyer, that
every privately-owned property could be
usedd by the state as o "misterial resouroe’
o “subserve the common gaod', as a rigid
econcmic ideology that sdvocates greater
governmental control aver private
resources, Therefore, it wis rejected by
the majority opinion which said that India
clalistic model o
1 ecomomic

case, that upheld the af
coke oven plants, [t was again relied on in
Mafathal Indwstries Limited versus Usion of
Trnclicn (199963).

What is the current ruling?
I Property owrters’ association versis
State of Maharashtra, a seven-judge Bench

model.

It held that to qualify as a ‘material
resouree of the community,” a resource
st be ‘material’ and ‘of the
community. The ‘public trust doctrine”
and contextspecific key factors that
would determine this are the inherent

characteristics of the resource; its impact
an community well-being; its scarcit

and the impact due to its concentration in
private hands. Hence, certain resources
like forests, ponds, spectrum, mines and
minerals may fall within the scope of
Artiche 39(b) even if they are privately
held, However, not every private resounce
automatically qualifies just because it
meets material needs, The erm
‘distribute’ in Article 39(h) also carries a
wide meaning that can include both
government acquisition and
redistribution to private players, as long
as it serves the eommon good, Justice
Nagarathna concurred partally with the
seven-fudge majority Whlll. opining that
all private resources except 'personal
effects’ like apparel, jewellery ete., can be
transformed into a ‘material resource of
the eommunity’ through nationalisation,
acguisition ete, Justice Sudhanshii Dhlia
wrote the sele dissenting opinion where
hie upheld the interpretation of V.H.
Krishia lyer in the Ranganatha Redidy
case arwd opined that it is for the
lepgislature to decide on how the
ownership and control of material
resources is to be distributed,

‘What is the way forward?

Our economy has changed from a
socialistic pattern to a liberalised,
market-oriented model. The ensuing
wrowth has uplifted vast majority of
people from abject poverty, However,
there is also a growing inequality that
needs to be addressed. This judgment
shoaikd protect the small farm and forest
lands of marginalised sections from
foreeful acquisitions by the government,
Equally impeortant is the sustainable
exploitation and distribution of material
public resources within the domain of the
government.

Wi must bear in mind that we have not
inherited the earth and its resources from
our ancestors but have borrowed it from
our future generations.

Rangardajan. R is a former IAS officer
and awthor of ‘Polity Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal,
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Article 35(b) provides that
‘ownerihip and control of
materisl resaurces of the
community are so distributed
as best ta subserve the
camman good."

In Sterte of Kamatoko versis
Rangeanotha Reddy (1977,
Justice V.R. Krishna lyer wrote
aseparate ‘afterword
Interpreting the phrase
‘muterlal resource of the
cammunity’ contalned in
Article 39{bl. He held that it
embraces all national wealth,
not mierely natural resources,
and ol the private and public
sources of mesting material
needs,

-

The current majoeity opinian
(far seven judges including the
C1) held the interretation of
WL Krishina lyer, that every
privately-awned propery
could be used by the state as &
‘mterlal resource’ to 'subserve
the common geod', as a rigd
eoanemic kectogy that
advocates greater
governmeental control over
private resources.

Are CSR contributions to
agriculture properly tracked?

How much of an impact does agriculture have on |

agricultural sust:

Lusard Girldhar
Manan Bhan

The story so far:
decade ago, India became the
fiest eountry to legally mandate
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR), Section 135 of the
Companbes Act 2013 outlines the rules
and regulations governing CSR. According
to the National CSR Portal, from 2004 o
203, 10,84 kakh crore of CSR funds wene
dhisbursed, With the extent of
comtributions increasing, a question
arises: how can GSR help agriculure?

CSR's contribution to agriculture
Mearly 47% of the population depends on
agriculture for employment, and the
fraction of India's labour force in
agriculture is significantly higher than the
Blobal average of 25%. Economically,
agriculture accounts for 16,73% of India's

GO Now that India's feod production is
o a relatively stabsle footing, concerns
foeus on the degradation of the natmral
resouree base, stagnant farmer incomes,
and threats caused by climate change.
Lately, there have been clear signs
from corporate entities that they wish to
contribute to climate action and
sustainability in the agricultural sector in
Irdia through their CSR budgets.
According to an outlook report prepared
by a CSR platform List year, Z3% of
companies surveyed had "environment
and sustainability” as their CSR priority
area. Capital regquirements and
infrastructural development are the most
important needs of Indian agriculture
todiy — and this is also where CSR
activities have provicusly contributed and
are expected to continue doing so. Some
examples of such activities include
establishing grain banks, farmer schools,
livelihood projects based on agriculture

GOP? What are the key requirements to improve
bility? What hinders CSRs potential with respect to agriculoure?

and allied activities, water conservathon
projects, and energy-efficient ircigation,
The recent paradigm shift in agriculture
towards sustainability and modern
agriculture makes a good case for CSR
Funds fram the private seetor,

The main obstacle
There is an important problem that
hinders CSR's potential in agriculoure:
there is currently no way to fully
determine the extent of funding going
into these projects consistently and
listinetively, and to categorise them
based on targeted sectors of CSR
activities, In other words, curnent
reporting mechanisms have little to no
emphasis on agriculture-related CSR
initiatives, Under activities mentioned in
chedulbe VI of the Companies Act,
activities targeting agricultural
sustainability could fall under 11 of the 20
development sectors of CSR allocations,

These are gender equality; agroforestry;
poverty, eradicating hunger and
hnelogy incubators;

re; envirommental
sustainability; livelihood enhancement
projects; conservation of natural
resources; rural development projects;
socio-economie inequalities; and
women's empowerment. But there's little
o of tr.'u:lc'mg lhl: funds s])cnt for

hL-iL 11 sectors encompiss i
H,'rc.lt \un‘ll.ly of activities, mary of which
are unrelated to agricultural
sustainability, thus affecting reparting and
limiting sectoral impact assessments.
Given the importanee of agriculture for
the Indian economy and its place in the
country's plans and strategies to
engender more sustainable growth and
effect a just transition, specifying
agriculture as a distinct sector in CSR
activities is crucial. Transitioning the
reporting framework based on sectors
receiving funds would also help
streamiline and better target the available
funds, add more meaning o the
contributions, and ensure transparency.
Likewise, |nl|:11llr)'|ru: the prevailing
sustainability issues vis-ivis
agroecosystems and directing funds
according to requirements will help drive
tractable changes,

Dhascrri Giridhar is a research assoclate
and Mancn Bhan is a Fellow in Residence
bath af ATREE, Bengaluru.
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Mearky 47% of the population
depends on agriculture for
employrment, and the fraction
af ndla's labaur force In
agriculture & significantly
higher than the global average
af 256,

-

Acconding o an cutlook repont
prepared by a CSR platform
Last year, 23% af companies
surveyed had *enronment
and sustainability” as thedr CSR
priority area.

-

There |s an important problem
that hinders CSR's potential in
agriculture: there is curenty
noway o fully determine the
etent of funding going inta
these prajects conslstently and
distincilvely, and ta categarise
them based on tangeted
sectors of CSR activities.
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Enduring tale: A figure of Luffy, a character from One Plece, displayed at the 2024 New York Comic Can, at the Jacob Javits Carvention Center in New York Clty, US., an October 1T, REUTERS

Piece de résistance: on the cultural impact
of ‘One Piece’ as it completes 25 years

A quarter-century in, Eiichiro Ocdas sprawling Japancse pirate saga has rransformed into an ever-evolving odyssey, spawning a multimed

to rival fts Western counterparts, It also occupies a special space in Japan's culural consciousness

Ayaan PFaul Chowdhury

t 25, One Piece has pulled off a

feat few could have foreseen,

This Japanese saga, launched

as & modest manga series by
Eiichiro Oda in 1997, has ballooned into a
multimedia empire, complete with
thousands of manga chapters, an anime
adaptation with over 1,100 episodes,
feature films, video games, and a hit
live-action Netflix series that wopped
streaming charts worldwide,

What began as a swashbuckling pirate
story for teens has grown o rival, if not
outshine, the seasoned cultural legacies
of Star Wars, The Lord of the Rings, and
even the MCU, Today, One Piece stands
not only as the best-selling manga in
history but as a monolithic testament to
the power of storytelling — a ship that
dehes every storm and limitation, with
Oda as its enduring captain,

Dreams that refuse to die

Since its debut, the series has served up a
delightful blend of slapstick antics and
musings on justice, freedom, and
camaraderie, imviting those curious
enough to join Lufty and his crew for the
meaningful messes they make along the
way, [n Oda's world, oppressive regimes
musquerade as do-gooder governments,
and mischievous pirates often emerge as
the ethical heart of the Grand Line. lis
cheerful, straw-hatted protagonist lures
you in with his Cheshire cat-grin and
childlike enthusizsm for becoming the
Pirate King, while the series quietly drags
youl into something more complex, a
story that' much about resilience as it

is about finding the fabled titular treasure,

This anmiversary comes amid One
Piece's “endgame” phase, a declaration
that has sparked countless debates and
anticipatory jitters. Will we finally learn
what the One Piece actually is? And what
does that coveted treasure say about the

moral and philosophical arcs of Oda's
waorld? For those who've waited decades,
it's like standing on the precipice of a
revelation so selsmic it defies calculation
— a climax generations in the making, the
storytelling crescends of our time, that
would eclipse the likes of Game of
Thrones. But where George B.R. Martin's
incomplete fantasy saga wilted under the
pressures of its own buildup, One Piece
stands proud as anumpli. of sustained,
escalating intrigue, precisely because its
“secrets” are never just dangling
Chekhov's guns but thoughtfully
integrated, slow-burning tensions.

Brand new world

By now, One Piece's ecosystem is as
sprawling as anything Kevin Feige is
cooking wp at Marvel, but with an
essential difference: Oda's unwavering
commitment to continuity. There's no
filler here; the seemingly minor players
you meet hundreds of episodes ago are
liable to pop up later as pivital pieces in
the puzele. This is a world where nothing
s wasted - a plot economy that renders
every episode a potentially essential
building block.

Few franchises have the enduring grip

on popalar culture that Qe Piece ha:
evolution from a beloved manga series to
a multimedia juggernaut is quite hard to
fathom. But what's astonishing about One
Piece is that this isn't just nostalgia
rehashed for fans, The franchise i
continually evolving, adapting its epic
stakes for its evolving consumers while
keeping the original spirit intact. With
Metflix's live-action rendition smashing
expectations and drawing in millions of
viewers (including many who've never
cracked open a manga volume) the Ome
Piece universe expands without losing an
ounce of its original charm — a feat few
franchises have achieved, let alone
sustained over decades.

S0 when the next sdaptation, spin-off’

or even remake, inevitably drops, it's less
a guestion of if it will succesd, and more 2
guestion of how much further it will push
the boundary of what a cultural
phenomenan can be, One Piece has
become its own world, a language, and a
beeat that's proven a scrappy pirate tale
can sail shoulder to showlder with legends
from galaxies far, far away, adventures
across Middle-earth, and the chaotic
sprawl of multiversal superheroes,

Inherited will
The sheer longevity and labyrinthine
complexity of One Piece has transformed
it inte an unlikely social equaliser.
Cosplayers pour obsessive energy into
every last detail while seasoned fans play
the role of sagacious guides,
5 through plot twi
a8 if inducting them into their cult of
‘nakamm;

Ome Plece also occupies a special space
in Japan's cultural consciousne

It is 5o deeply rooted that July 5
been officially recognised as "One Fieoe
Day™ in Japan, while massive murals of
manga chapters are exhibited in
museums, And while such fanfare might
seem intense to an outsider, it feels almost
mevitable for One Piece, which has
become as much a part of modemn
Jupanese culture as Hello Kitty or even
pood ‘ol Godzilla,

In celebrating One Mlece’s 25 years,
we're not simply marvelling at its
record-shattering success or even its top
spats on IMDb; we're commemorating an
entire universe that lives, breathes, and
grows beyond the confines of its ink and
paper. The power of patient storytelling —
a saga that refuses to rush, unfolding
deliberately across vears, decades even.
Isn't that the ultimate promise of a great
tale? Mot just to entertain for a fleeting
moment, but to craft something lasting,
something fans will carry long after its
close,

inchise

A leap of faith

There's a sort of modem folklore
surrounding the reluctance of many o
start One Plece, For twenty-five years, the
series has charmed, provoked, and
outlasted even the boldest of
binge-watchers, The once joyous tale of a
boy with a straw hat and stretchy arms
has mushroomed into an uncontainable,
all-comsuming culbtural foree that dehes
genre, languages, and even format. With
its nearly three-decade-long episodic ran,
the show is, for many, a multi-year
journey through seas both literal and
Apurative.

Yot for so many actoss the world, it's
often also felt like a friend that sticks
around, telling stories you somehow
never get tired of hearing, [ remember
being cautioned over the dismaying
episode count, as if setting sail with Luffy
and his crew meant committing to a
lifetime on the Grand Line {colloguially,
having no lite) . But you don’t really think
about the numbers once you're in ity
you're toeo busy lsughing, crying, and
rocting for this rag-tag band of pirates like
they're family. The very premise that
initizlly appears Herculean turms out to be
one of the series” quiet superpowers and
for those who take the plunge, One Plece
proves a formative experience. Somehow,
it i=n't just a story you watch or read,
rather, one you live alongside, growing up
with every new (mis)adventure, every
impossible dream.

As One Piece inches towand its grand
fimale whear wiy Oda's hell-bent on
delivering more than just a moral about
“the journey being the reward” or some
tidy, tie-it-with-a-bow ending,

The ‘One Piece' at the end of the line
will be the sum of every heartbreak, every
hard-won friendship, and every wild
adventure, And that's precisely what
makes its legacy stretch out like the
horizon — vast, boundless and
unforgettable.

e ™

On November 9, 2000, Uttarakhand was carved out of northern Uttar Pradesh and
became a separate State. In honour of Uttarakhand Foundation Day, a quiz on the State

Abhinava. K the State?

h
= QUESTION 3
QUESTION 1

After almost seven years of
Its fprmation, the name of
the State was changed, The
demand to rename the State
1 Ubtarakhard was thede
since the birth of the State. place,

What was the old name of [N

the State and in which year QUESTION 4
was It changed?

QUESTION 2

After the delimitation
exerclse, the first Assembly Day?
election in the State was
held In February 2002
ihlch party was voted to
pawer i the election? Since
the first election, how mary
Chief Ministers have helmed

|9
QUESTION §

In 2011, the State hosted
the South Asian Winter
Games at & famous winter
sport destination. The
place is known as the ski
capital of India. Name the

Who was the first
Preldent to take par in
the celebrations held for
Uttarakhand s Foundatian

In 2001, Uttarakhand
adapted the tiger as its

staternent true of false?

Visual question:
Identify the man in the pletune wha served as the Chief Minkster of two different States in ndia,
Apart from Uitarakhand, name the other State he helmed. Fmi

Questions and Answers to the
previous day's dally quiz: L This
particular insect prefered 1o lay it
s on halr growing an the human
scalp, Ans: Head louse

2. The specific histarical event that
brought wig-wearning to an end in
Eurape. Ans: French Revelution

1. Hame the English monarch whi
popularised wigs with long hair, Ans:
Charies I

4. Hame the type of clay people
typleally used to elean thelr wigs in
the early modem era, Ans: Fuller's
earth

5.1 2007, judges of a state court in
this couritry voted an whethar they
should continue to wear wigs when
presiding over trials. Ans: Australia
Visual; Mame the type of hairplece
game show host Carl Relner wore.
Ang: Toupee

Early Blrd: Arvind Tillway

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
Upendran

“AMBITION is from Latin ‘ambi’ ‘both
ways” plus “ire” tooEo, togo round, In
Rome, those who sought office went
around cany g for votes, Those who
went aroumnd like this for position or
power came to be known as ambitious
people. The literal meaning of ambition is
retained now in ambit, a circuit or
circumierence. So, if you are ambitious,
woun can't afford to sitor stand still; you
must be on the move, pushing people or
pulling wires to achieve your object.
Perpetusl motion is ambition!

CANDIDATE: ‘Candicatus” in Latin
means ‘dressed in white’; ‘candidus'
means white. Before any election, the
Romans seeking office wore white dress
to symbolise their spotless character,
Candidates were expected to have
unblemished character, That's how those
secking office came to be called
candidates. By Roman standards, perhaps
very few in our country can claim to be
candidates except when they wear white
dress!

ARRIVE: This is from Latin ‘ad,’ to plus
‘ripa,’ shore. When vou reach the shore
after a voyage, you are said to have
arrived at the place., In the past, you could
arrive only by boat or ship,

RIVAL is from Latin rivus, siream,
Rivals were those who lived on the
opposite banks of a stream. They must
have quarrelled over rights over wat
tish, etc. These quarnels must have been
intense during times of water sc ¥
Each rival must have competed with the
other to get as much water as possibbe, A
rival in modern English means a
competitor,

PARLIAMENT is from Old French
‘parler, to speak. Parliament is a place
where discussions and debates take place.
Parley, parlance, parlour are all related
words.

MINISTER: In Latin 'minister’ means
‘servant. Originally, in English also, it
meant the same, The old meaning is
retained in the verb ‘to minister’ which
means 't render service,” Christ said that
he had come ‘not to e ministered unto

er! ‘Minister’ h.l.".brqu.irui an
v, ‘Mamntri' in Sanskrit

mangarin is a Chinese official, a
bureaucrat, a respected person.

Another interesting letter on the
question paper published in this column
on Auguest 17, 1993, Mr. K. Rama byengar
(84 vearsy, 26 Luz Avenue, Madras, writes:
“This letter to you would have remained
unwritten bt for the reference again in
the column '"Know Your English’ to an
earlier one dated August 17, 1993, The
qul.-.nm aper published reminded me
of ish” expressed years ago by
Malcolm Muggeridge, a distinguished
teacher of English at Union Christian
College, Alwaye (Kerala). He later became
editor of Punch. “If | go to Heaven, which
1 wery much doubt, [ shall ask God one
favour. And that is to send Shakespeare
down to earth and make him sit for the
Madras University examination in
Shakespeare, just for the fun of seeing
him fai

Published in The Hindu on November
ad, 1943,

Word of the day

Indolence:
imactivity resulting from a dislike of work

Synonym: laziness

Usa B Mis failure is probably due to his own
tndalence.

Pronunciation: bitly/indsleneepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: findsl(alns/, findifelns!

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Contest, please wrile 1o
letters@thehindu,co.in
with the subject *Text & Context'

=+
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Not so eminent domain

Supreme Court has said that not all private property qualifies as ‘material resources of the community".
Its interpretation curtails state power, while enhancing power of judicial review

ALOK PRASANNA KUMAR

ATTHEHEART of the Supreme Court’s nine-
judge bench decision in the Property Chwners
Association v Seate of Maharosfira (2024) case:
is an odd conflict: Property rights versus the
state’s power of eminent domain.

This was one of the defining constitu-
tional issues in the first three decades of the
republic, resulting in a long tusske between
the court and the legislature. Courts kept
striking down laws which infringed on the
right to property and Parliament kept
amending the Constitution to narrow the
right further. In 1971, Padiamentintroduced
Article 31-C, which said that if a law was in-
tended to further the Directive Principles
contained in Article 39 (b) and (c) of the
Constitution, it could not be held to violate
theRight orthe
teed under Article 19 of the Constitution.

The specific question before the nine-
judge bench was the meaning of the term

“material resources of the community™
found in Article 39{b). Though not binding,
Article 3%b) exhorts the State to make poli-
cies which ensure “that the ownership and
controd of the material resources of the com-
munity are 50 distributed as best to subserve
the common good.” In the context of a 1986
amendment to the Maharashtra Housing
and Development [MHADA) Act, which al-
lowved the state government to take over di-
lapidated buildings from their owners and
hand it to tenants, the question was — do
“material resources of the community”™ nec-
essarily include private property? [f they did,
building owners could not challenge the law
claiming that it violated their rights under
Article 14 or Artiche 19,

Mo judgment had definitively answered
this question so far, but one line of cases
seemed to suggest that “material resources™
included all private property as well.
Howvever, these cases were doubted by the
Supreme Court in the 1990s resulting in the
need for a nine-judge bench to settle the
matter once and for all.

The majority judgment, authored by CJI
O Chandrachud (on behalfof himself and six
other judges) holds that “material resources
of the community” may include private prop-
erty but do not include all forms of private
property. The majority holds that whether pri-
wvate property would amount to “material re-
souroes”is “context-dependent” and lists out
a non-exhaustive set of factors to decide
whether such private property is a “material
resource”. These factors include the nature of
the resource, its impact on “the well-being of
the community”, its scarcity, etc.

Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia disagrees
with this finding in a dissenting opinion
holding that “material resources” necessar-
ily include all private property. However,
Justice B Nagarathna agrees with the ma-
Jjority opinion but adds the nuance that the
personal effects of an individual cannot be-
come “material resources”,

Superfically it might seem that the Court
has turned  aviay from the “socialist” inter-

sates those left out of the lightly regulated
market eoonomy.
However, in my view, the Supreme
Eoun 5 Judgmcnt in Property Owners
nis actually about the powerof ju-
dicial review. Articke 31C tried to reduce the
scope of judicial review over laws limiting
the right to property. The majority judgment
in this case has expanded judicial review
over such laws ina different way by leaving
it to the court to decide, on a case-by-case
basis, whether a law redistributing private
property violates fundamental rights or not.
Earlier, a simple invocation of Article 39 (k)

was enough to put the law out of the reach of

judicial review. Now, the court will decide
what 39(b) itself means in each case before
deciding whether the law is outside its reach.

Aticle 31Cs effort to han judicial review of

certain kinds of laws has been effectively
skirted by the court

The minority view of Justice Dhulia ar-

gucs mat the Cm\sntutlundu:s infacthavea

fistrib-

un:d insociety, what cnnstll\ms wealth and

p fArticle 39( judges
such as Justices ¥ R Krishna Iw:r and O
Chinnappa Reddy. The majority opinion dis-
agrees with what was taken fur granted in
earlier property
would constitute “material resources" for the
purposes of Article 39(b),. The old view, one

how it should b lefito
Parliament to figure out. “Material resources
aof the community.” in Justice Dhulia’s view,
cannot be interpreted in any way to exclude
private property because the framers of the
Constitution meant to include private prop-
erty. ]ustu:l: Dhulia wants ]"arhaml:nt o have

might argue, has been rejected keeping in th.. iy an elected
view the shift in the i economic resources should
pnllcu:s IDI]Dwrd by thr: gwrmmcm That hcm whus: hands.

theimp at the Property (1 iation

tribution have now been mpLa::d.bytht im-
peratives of a welare state, which compen-

Judgmcnt only lays down principles, it re-
mains to be seen if and to what extent courts

When reading the Supreme
Court’s narration of the facts
in Property Owners
Association’, one is reminded
of Saced Akhtar Mir:
immortal satire, Mohan Joshi
Hazir Ho'. Mohan Joshi is an
old man livingin a
dilapidated building that is
almost falling apart. His
landlord refuses to renovate,
hoping the dangerous
building would convinee the
tenants to leave and allow
him to redevelop and sell it at
a higher price. Joshi
approaches the court and that
is where his real saga begins
as the judicial process only
adds to his misery and
provides little resolution.

5

C R Sasikumar
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“As for [sracl, Donald Trump is an unabashed supporter of Tel Aviv, and the far
right in Israel is jubilant at his return. It remains to be seen how his promises to
Arab-American voters to bring ‘peace’ to the Middle East reconcile with his

blatanthy pro-Israel hias. "

= DAWN, PAKISTAN

Something new,
& old, about Vijay

Superstar’s political rise in Tamil Nadu will
challenge Dravidian parties. But he doesn't seek
to displace Dravidian political imagination

KARTHICK RAM
MANOHARAN

SOME YEARS AGO. a local BJP leader in Tamil
Madu “accused™ a popular actor of being a
Christian, as if being one is a crime. The
celebrity in question, however., did not back
down and, instead, flaunted his name and
identity in a press release that followed.

Joseph Vigay could count on the millions of

fans who adore him to ook beyond his reli-
gious or caste identity. In his speech at the
first state conference of his party Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam [TVE]) last week, Vigay ex-
pressed his opposition o communal poli-
tics, alluding to the BJF. He also alleged that
corruption hid behind slogans about the
“Dravidian Model”. But does Vijay's emer-
gence as a political figure really mark a
chamge from Dravidianism?

Even before he floated TVE, Viay's po-
litical ambitions were well-known. Fora
long time, in Koliywood's hierarchy of star-
dom, Vijay was on the second-rung, alol
with his close competitor Ajith Kumar.
Rajinikanth and Kamal Haasan, the stars at
rhc mp. had also spught to enter politics.

thet miade
some incoherent statements about bring-
ing together spirituality and grvernance, but
dropped out of the political race altogether.
Haasan's outfit Maldal Needhi Maiam had
no rlmal success. To sun'n.w: inthe rhc-

the Dravidian parties themselves have
shelwed Periyar's opposition o
CN Annadurai, the founder of the DM,
famously appropriated the Saivite saying,
“0One commaon humanity, one god”, and
posited it as his principle. At a time when
Periyarwas nuwmms for breaking |mag:sod
deities, hat he would neither
breakFi breakcoconuts for
them. The DME knew that the majorityof its
supporters were religious believers and it
itically prudent hard
IinL‘ on athl:ism Whilr Karunanidhi occa-
he alsu crlcbratr:d. n:l.u;luus rﬁnm\cu I.|Inc
Ramanujacharya and Ramalinga Vallalar.
AADME leaders MGR and | Jayalalithaa were
lmiowvn to be quite refigious. Howeser. all of
these leaders held Periyar as an inspiration.
Periyar was a social reformer who had
no interest in political positions. He be-
lieved that this enabled him to speak his
mind on any social issue. Periyar's views on
religion were quite provocative, but so were
his opinions on nationalism, caste, gender,
language, and the big keaders and political
movermnents of his time. He saw social prob-
lems as interconnected, with the combina-
tionof caste and religion being a key hurdle
to social progress.
Political parties could not dare suggest
the measures he advocated. For instance,

Justwalk out of her marriage if it's abusive,
but also to pursue can:crgm]s orif there is
ine D Hiticians could
not take such a position before their elec-
torall audiences. What paliticians, whether
from DMK or AIADME, could do is use
Periyar in a minimalist way. While they
could not follow his radical libertarian ap-
prua::h tothewomen's question, they could

with blg@m [mmatlons in the state.
Vijayakanth's Desiya Murpokku Dravida
Kazhagam (DMDK] had an impressive ini-
tial run, but was soon out of the game. While
the political fortunes of the higger stars
waned, it appears as if Vigay's is on the rise,

Commerdially speaking, Vijay is one of

mtmhankdﬂc actorsin Kolbywood, with

review or lawson
redistributing private property.

‘When reading the Supreme Court's nar-
ration of the facts in Property Owners
Association, one is reminded of Saced Akhtar
Mirza's immaortal satire, Mohan foski Hazir
Ho. Mohan Joshi is an old man living in a di-
lapidated building that is almost falling apart.
His landlord refuses to renovate, hoping the
dangerous building will convince the ten-
amts toleave and allow him to redevelop and
sellit at a higher price, Joshi approaches the
court, where his real saga begins asthe judi-
cial process only adds to his misery and pro-
vides litthe resolution.

The 1986 Amendment to the MHADA
Act was the perfect solution to Mohan
Joshi's problem but that is not the compar-
ison 1 am making.

‘When challenged by aggrieved land-
lords, the Bombay High Court in 1991 up-
held the 1936 amendment. The matter then
travelled to the Supreme Court in 1992 and
has languished there since. It has been re-
ferred by a three-judge bench to a larger
benchof five judges, then toa bench of seven
judges and finally toa nine-judge bench. The
nine-judge bench judgment delivered this
week does not end the matter — it will go
before another, smaller bench to decide the
constitutional wvalidity of the 1986
Amendment. The twist in the tale here is
thatthe nok the: have now

quiring and

ac Toss urban, semi-
urbian and rural centres of Tamil Madu. He
alen hasa following among the Tamil popu-
lation in Sri Lanka and the Tamil diasporain
the West. The redease of his films are festive:
events, especially for a young male crowd.
While the smasm in his films would rile lib-
eral senses, Vijay, as the virile masculine
hero, is shown defending popular causes.
Through hischaracters, Vijay voices support
fior Tamil assertion, farmers' protests, the tra-
dithon of jallikattu etc and opposes the “anti-
people, pro-corporate” establishment. He
has cultivated a political base through his
filmsand public appearances.

In TVECs first state conference, Vijay de-
clared that his party would follow the path
of Periyar EV Ramasamy, the iconoclastic
rationalist and leader of the Dravidian
Movement, along with K Kamaraj, B R
Ambedkar, Velu Nachiyar and Anjalai
Ammal. What has provoked curiosity is
Vijay's statement that except for Periyar's
anti-god pasition, he would like to subscribe
to all his other ideas. Though atheism was
cenitral to Perivar's vision, this should pose
noideological inconvenience to Wijay since

policy and welfare measures to
ensure equal rights and access to women.
The Hindu Succession (Tamil Madu
Amendment) Act of 1989 under
Karunanidhi’s regime gave equal rights in
family property to daughters. The free bicy-
cle scheme for gid students under
Jayalalithaa's rule in 2001 greatly enabled
female mobility.

Asn{nuw Vijay has mn:xpccss:d amy

idian politi-
cal leaders of the past, unlike the B]P or the
‘Tamil nativist Naam Tamilar Katchi, both of
whom seck to root out Dravidian legacy
from the state. The TVK party song positions
Vijay alongside Annadurai and MGR Vijay
has supported greater autonomy for the
state, the continuation of the two-language
formula, greater representation for women,
acaste census and secular politics, and has
opposed MEET, cummunal pu]mcs and
casteism. He has alsosaid
and Tamil nationalism are like the eyesof his
party. All of these are compatible with the
Dravidian ideclogy ina broad sense.

‘While Vijay's rise will be a challenge to
Dravidian parties, from his statements it
does not appear as if he seeks o displace the
Dravidian political imagination. And Vijay
can follow Periyar's path while not being
anti-god — or even being pro-god, for that
matter —as long as he subscribes to the ba-
sic notions of social justice and secularisme

The writer is faculty ot Notiona! Low School
oftndia University

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

spent 32 years (and counting) in the
Supreme Court awaiting final judgment.

The weriter is a co-founder of the Vidhi
Cemtre for Legal Policy. Views are personal

Life, as it happens

On rediscovering an old love and learning to enjoy the journey

BY DEREK ()'BRIEN

WE NEED TO finalise the subject for this
week’s column. Any ideas? The winter ses-
sion of Parliament is still more than a fort-
mnight away, so the piece we planned on pre-
legislative consultation of bills is not entinely
topical. Hold for nove. Doone on Indo-C,

ties? Any issue on public policy which will
make for an engaging 300 words? How
abwout: Five reasons which will influence the
palls in Jharkhand and Maharashtra? Poitical.
Topical. Insightful (whatever that means! ),

Control Alt. Delete.

This one is all heart. Mo stats, No deep
dive data. No BC [Before ChampionPM) on
the state of the economy when compared
with AD (After Demigod). Mo political
smart one-liners. Leave all that aside.

This week's column is about Dr Sandip
Chatterjee(63) and Ratul Sood (58], two peo-
ple from Kolkata | knew: This week's column
isabout Rohit Bal(63) and Bibek Debroy (69,

two people from Delhiwheo [ had never met,
but had only read about. All four are gone,
This is not a quadripartite ohituary. Nor a
dirge to four accomiplished gentlemen who
dhwelt in an urban jungle, aka an Indian city.
Their recent deaths —all of them were about
the same age as me — have made me think a
little more about life. And living. As John
Lennon put it: “Life is what happens to you,
while you're busy making other plans!™
Growing up, football was by far my
favourite outdoor sport that | played. You
will never guess what my favourite indoor
“sport™ was. Contract bridge! My dad en-
couraged my two younger brothers [ Andy
and Barry) and me to learn bridge in our
early teens. There was a phase in my 20s
and 30s when [ was playing bridge three
times a week. | never played beyond the lo-
cal club level, but loved the sport. Alas,
Between shooting multi-cam quiz shows

in Mumbai television studios and the last
twodecades in politics, the fascinating card
game had become a memeorny.

Last week that changed.

After more than 25 years, my old bridge
mates organised a three-hour session at
the DI, aclubvin Kolkata we call our second
home. There was Joe (94), Elias (84, Nildd
(79) and a 63-year-old. Post the game, they
assured me that | hadn't lost my touch.
‘What an afternoon. With boyish enthusi-
asm, | shared a photo of the session with
my two siblings. Here, verbatim, is what
one of them replied on WhatsApp.

“Thi

(i) That you made the time to dig deep
— and DO what you really wanted to do,
even if it's once in a while!

(ii} These gentlemen are still fit and
mentally alert at 94, 84, and 79 — and DO-
MG what they want to dio!

(i) Youare still good at it — means that
your mm:l can "unclutter” itself when you
need to.

What else do | have to share on this sub-
ject about living life to the full? Surely we
need to put in acouple of more paragraphs.
Or maybe punch in an anecdote or two.
Adter all, the understanding with this news-
paper is that the column [ write should be
“about 800 words.” The word count now
says 550 words.

Sowhat mow? Write another 200words
toreach the target, the goal, the destination.
Or just enjoy the journey.

I'l choose the latter. Thanks

The writer is MPand leader,

Al India Trinamonl Congress Parliamentary
Party|Rajya Sabha ).

Research credit: (the writer's parents )

the (late ) foyee and Neil O'Brien

AFTER THE LOSS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘A leap of
Eaith'{1E, November 7). India's humiliat-
ingwhitewash against Mew Zealand in
the home Test series isindeed unprece-
dented. It is further aggravated by the
fact that cricketin India is like a refigion.
Maturally, BCCI officials cannot avoid
taking responsibility for the current loss,
Thequestion then arises: Why does the
BCCI have to retain sendor players who
have consistently Failed to perform? Isit
the lack of young, talented players? Or
alack of faith in them? Or is it the love
of star culture? Unlike other sports bod-
ies in [ndia, the BCCT has a robust sys-
tem in place to pick up talent from the
entire country, having a population of
over 1.4 billion. The B needs to criti-
cally examine its retention policies, and
forus on nurturing the next generation
of cricketers.

LR Musrmn, New Deffi

SWINGING DEFEAT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "Why
Kamala Harris lost’ {[E, November 7).
Kamala Harris's defeat in the 2024 US
presidential election stemmed from a
complex mizx of political, economic, and

Americans felt the administration had
not adequately addressed these issues,
thuserding trust among undiscided and
independent vobers. Further, Harris faced
criticism ower the administration’s han-
dling of foreign policy and national se-
curity. where polarised opinions created
uncertainty among centrist voters. The
Republican campaign capitalised on
these vulnerabilities, portraying the
Democratic party as disconnected from
the average voter's conoems.

Siddhanit Pathals, New Uelli

WHERE WE STAND

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Hostility
& History’ (IE, November 7). The fight
for the office was considered to be
among the closest ever, but it did not
turn out to be the cliffhanger it was
hilled to be. The waorld was invested in
the outcome of the election, not only
because the US is a big player, but also
because a victory for Trump was seen
as potentially disruptive and altering in-
ternational relations in key regions.
‘While the Trump victory will change
the internal politics of the US, it may
also have an impact three current ma-
jorglobal issues — the Ukraine war, the
Israel-Falestine conflict, and the inter-

trategicfactors She struggled tostrike a
chord with key swing voters who re-
mained unconvinced by her policy ap-
proach. Economic concems, particularly
inflation and rising living costs, domi-
nated voter priorities, and many

national global warming. It
has been claimed that a Trump win
would be better for India than aKamala
Harris victory. But there is no evidence
fior this claim in the past, either.
Khokan Das, Kalkata
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Have Ozempic’s ‘weight
conquering’ qualities

transformed treatment
of diabetes and obesity?

While injectable forms of semaglutide have taken the world by storm, the oral form, available in India, is helping doctors see

results in diabet
The cost remains a de

EXPLAINER

fiew years ago, one word began
o cho the rounds amongst
people with diabetes and those
s to lose welgh:
wonder drug,
soon toak thee world by storm. Celebrities
lon Musk revealed that they had
used it Reports of "Omemple partles”
followeed, and, as thee drg's popularity
surged, supply became J in various
countries,

Ozemple, known generically as
sermaglutide, s an injectibile prescription
approved in 2017 by the
Food and Drug
0 (FDA) for use in adulis
with type 2 diabetes, In 2021, the FDA
approved of another infectable
sermaglutide, Wegovy, for chronic weight
management in adults with obesity or
overwelght and with ot beast one
welght-related comdition (such as high
Ilesodd pressure, type 2 dinbetes, or high
cholesterol). Ozemple and Wegovy are
manufactured by Danish drogmaker Novo
Mordisk,

S wht is sermaglutice and who uses it
in Indian? Semughstide belongs to the class
of drugs called Glueagon-like peptide1
(GLP) receptor agondsts, This drag
mimies the actions of the hormone GLIM
madde by the small intestine, which the
gt releases after eating, What this does is
slow down digestion and recuce the
appetite, while triggering the pancreas o
re mare naulin,

The use of the drug therefore, leads 1o
welght loss, and some benefits 1o the
et aned kidney hive also been noted,
sy V. Mohan, chulrman of Dr. Molian's
itre, Cheninad.
abde in oral
(Rybelsus) and injectable
(Czemple/ Wegovy) forms, The Inject
result in welght losses of absout 10 101
D, Mohan says, “The daily oral tabler
(Rybelsus), lsunched in India a few
gy, s i breadethrough, though it cannaot
b compured with the
elfectiveness of the injectable
forms that are not available
" he says,

Ina country with
erore diabetes
fents, and with

12% inmen,
semaglutide has
attracted widespread
mterestl, though costs
rermiin a signif
barrier to its us
side effects deter some
patlents,

Diabetes control
Dactors across India
have been preseribing

s control with the added benefie of wedght loss, Some benefies to the heare and Kidney have
rrent for a treatment regimen that patients will have to continue throughout their lives

oral semghatbde o patdents for two years
i, aned say they have seen results in
terms of diabetes control and weight
MAnIgement.

Anoop Misra, chadrman, Fortis (
Hospltal for Dinbetes and Allhed £
In Dielhil, bis seen an increise in the
nurmber of patients who 1 b stirt on
Hybelsus, "An increasing number are
asking for prescriptions, Most have heard
about §t from relatives or frends abroad
where these drugs are populan” he says,

While the wedght koss factor aften
overshadows diabetes management , and
hais Jek o surge of interest from patients
losiikdng for o puick fix, doctors emphasise
theit this drug bs not for simple weight
marnagement and s n tline option,

“IMabetes is not a singhe disease and it
comes with a host of complications, all of
which need aggressive manugement,
Semmglutide, with the added benefits it
provides as £ renal, cardiovascular
and hepatie lssues are concerned, is
primarily to treat dinbetes, The welght
loss benefits are just the cherry on top for
dinbetes patbents for whom welght gain,
beciuse of insulin use is a concern,” s
Mathew Jobn, a senbor endocrinology
consultant, in Thiruvananthapuram,

Also, not everyone who wants the drug
I eligible, : “While | receive
1520 enguiries a week, only 233 path
are eligible, We preseribe it 1o those with
dinbetes who are high risk of
simoe the drug

1
nees

and cardiovascular deaths in such aduks,”
siys Mahiesh D. M., consultant in
endocrinology at Aster A1 Hospital in
Bengaluru.

“We do not recommaend the drug for
pecaple just looking to shed 10-15 kg, This
Is & drug for the obese, for whom welight
loxss s an uphill
dliet
wenerally see that along w 1
chiet s pliysi ctivity, semaghutide
leacks to significant weight loss inn
thee same dme, Thave also seen |
for whom the drug did not work,

Akhil Erlshnan, Assoclate
Consultant in Endocrinology,
Kimshealth in
Thiruvananthapuram,
For those taking the
drugs, experences
differ. W mny
swear by it, for
some, the side
effects are an lssue,
Sinee the drug
works on the
stomeach, the most
common side effects
are bleiting, naeses,
and vomiting. In
cases, Dr. Mohan s

¥

Between 5 and 1009 of

patients cannot tolerate the side effects
and diseontinue the drug, soys KNS, Hard
foumar, consultant endocrinologist at
Fernamdes Hospitals, Hyderabad and
indoerine

Sochety of Indi

Patient experiences

For 47year-old Arundati, from

Hyde 1, the drug worked wonders, On
semglutide for six months now, sh
experienced nausea and vomiing initally,
but says her body eventually adapred,
B It wbeut 10 10 12 kigs over six
months, The weight boss has abso allowed
e b peduce my thyrold medication,” she
said,

Saumya, abso from Hyderabad, began
semiglutide after belng unable o lose
welght despite intermittent fasting, “After
stirting the deug, my hunger and eravings
reduced, and 1 lost seven kilograms in the
first month, and six in the second.”
Adddittemally, her blood sugar levels
stubllised. She did expere chlity as a
side effect.
Tor help counter side effects, doctors
sty they start with a small dose and build
Ttup, " We start ot a bow dosage of 3 mg,
anch esealate over tme. The biggest
acvantage is not wedght boss but the Fict
that you reduce insulin by almost
BO%," says K, Jothdey a diabetes
spechalist, whi has around 1,500 patients
on semaglutide in his four comprehensive
dinbetes centres in the southern distric
Arun, a patient from Bengaluru, was
preseribed semaglutide because he was
reluctant to start insulin, Arumn, who s
obese and has diabetes, says he started on
4 3 mg dose. “After six woeeks, my sugar
levels and blood pressure were under
caritril, and | hud lost almose 5% of my
baseline welght in three months,
Although 1 had nawsea and vomiting, the
symptoms subsiced af while, The
drug reduced my appetite and [ el full
with very litele foodd. My doctor has new
increased the dose, and 1 have been
advised lifestyle changes,” the 40-year-old

iy the obesity crisls in Indin
Ith Survey 5 data

woanen and
e acklressed. Obesity Is known as the
mother of all diseases, says 5,
Chandrasekar, professor and head,
Department of Medicine, Government
Stanbey Medical College, “At least 40% of
thase with dialsetes are either overwelght
oF ohese, Whien patients with disbetes
[ af their body weight from the
baseline, it can result in remission of
b sugar levels. Marny of my patlents
havie lesst 100 o3 15 kg b ndie monthis to 1.5
years., The drug not only brings down
blood sugar levels but also blood pressure
as i result of welght lo: o imiproves
physieal agility over a perod of thne."
But not everyone has had an
exemplary experience. Gopl, a
50-year-old media consultant in
Thiruvananthapuram, who ls obese, has

Iso been noted

How does semaglutide
work in your body?

Semaglitide belan,

to & elass of drugs know as GLP-1

recaptor agonlsts, It mimics the hormane GLP-1 made by

the small Intestine, which s

o
i
e g
Foed

consumed

DIABETES AND OBESITY
CRISIS ININDIA

Semaglutide,
avallable mIndiain

£

Rrybelsus, |s used by docto
madication to cantral disbat,

(5] !"dla has an estimated

prophs with disbetes

Obeslty inindia, as per
NFHS-S dai

A wemen
Rybaliis prica: tha tablat farms
come in three deses

3 mg at T meg ot

fr a pack of
10 tabdats

far @ pack of
10 tabbata

Diabetes drug
evolved over decades, Ever

ed aftar 8 meal,

BRAIN
Incraasa [
Cuirbs hunger

PANCREAS
Hoosts
insulin secration
™

Holps bower
blood wg

STOMACH
Slows digestion,
gastric emptying

14 mg st

Tor & pack of
1 ]

ul treatments have
noe obesity

been linked, a majority of drugs

These categori
tors and GLIP

iabietes, and sleep apne
weelght boss journey dif
hectie work sehedule, He was preseribed
Rybelsus prior to a barlatric surgery.
Hewever, he eould not follow the drug
reghmen due to gastric issues, Desplie his
experience though, he plans o get back
an the dnag soon,

Chitra, o 38-year-old wo 1with a
31 of 32 ancd a hstory of gallbladder
Iasues, which macke her susceptible to
panereatic problems, experbenced
vamiting soon after she was put on
semaglutice,

“After three weeks, §had severe
abdeminal pain, which developed into

ancreatitis, Trequired hospitalisation
and medicatbon was discontinued. My
or siuld it s unclear whether
duticde or the gallswone hisory
sirdd the panereatic inflimmation, My
treatment has now been switched o
insulin.”

I, glven his

Cost remains a barrier

Coast, however, remaing o major bar o

. Rybelsus comes in three doses: 10
blets sell for T3,170; 7 myg

el 14 g L3670, says B,

u, president of
Bengaluru District Chemists and
Diruggists Assoclation,

aven at the bower end dosage of 3 mg,
0 eablets o month work out to nearly
0,000 nth = a significant cost in a
country where out-of-pocket expenditune
an health, as a percentage of total health
expenditure, continses o remaln high, o
nearly 40%.

ermists across States say that
Rybelsus is sold only as a prescription
rug, and, as its cost Is high, sales are
modest.

A black market, hewever, has emerged,
wirns Shivam Sharma, head of
department and consultant, inters
medicine & d
Interrition:
dangers assockited with self medication,
Users should know that each patient has
1o be medieally evalumed before being

prescribed this deug as it ean fnterfere
with the digestive process and can couse
sudbden weight loss along with low sugar
lewels and electrolyte imbalances,” he
sys, Medin reports also ind ]
Howrishing grey market in lmports and
alternatives.

This is also a drug that patbents have to
ke lifelong. “For those who do not
develop any complications, we prescribe
and adjuist the medieattons based on thels
supar levels lifelong, just lilke any other
diabetes drug,” suys Subrata Das, Head of
the Department of Internal Medicine and
Dhabetology at Saken World Hospial

The welght loas effects, however, miy
Teverse: pathents may put on weight
again, though they can attempt to keep
the welght off with Westyle modifications
o other medications, he points oul.

I many ways, sernaghuticle is and may
continue to remain a miracle drug for
sorne tme to come, New research and
studles currently underway indicate the
drug coubd be used to e witle range
af ilnesses linked to heart failure,
arthritis, Alzheimer's, and even cancer,
with passible benefits for cognition and
nbeotine dependence too,

For thase who can and do want to
access the injectable forms in ndia,
however, there may be a walt of several
momnths, though Indlan drugmakers are
niow Jakning the race for welght-Joss,
antb-obesity drsgs, Novo Nordisk's
Wegavy has so far not been approved in
Inla, and while rival drogmaker EX Lily
wiis glven the green-light for s dgs,
MaoumjaroyZepbound (ietive ingredient -
tirzepatided for impoart and marketing in
July, pending fin; L is not
expected o lunch untdl perhaps next
YEar,

(Sewme namies have been changed to
profect privacy.)

(Callated by Zubeda Hamid, with inpus
by Bindu Shajan Perappadan from Delli,
€. Maya frem Thivavananthapuram,
Afshan Yasmern from Besgalury,
Siddharth Kumar Singh from Hyderabad,
and Sevena Josephine M. from Chennal)
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AMU verdict in top court today: the case and what’s at stake

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI NOVEMBER 7

O FRIDAY, the Supreme Court will give its
Judgment on whether Aligarh Muslim
University can claim minority status under
Article 30 of the Constitution., A
seven-judge Bench led by Chief Justice of
India DY Chandrachud reserved its verdict
in February.

Histo:ryof the dispute

at the time, ancl replaced the university's Lord
Rectorwith the Visitor, whiowas the President
of Indix The second, in 1965, expanded the
paveers of AMU's Exeoutive Council, whlt,'ll

The HC arder was challenged in the 5C
soon afterwared In 2019, the matter was re-
ferred to a seven-judge Bench, Fricay's ver-
dict will decide whether Azeez Bosha will be

meant the Linversity Court
be the supreme governing body.,

The Supreme Court held that AML was
nelther established nor administered by the
Muslim minority = rather, itcame into exis-
tence throwgh an Act of the central legiska-
ture [Aligarh Muslim University Act, 1920),
(S Azeez Basha vs Uinion of India, 1967)

Faced with .1mdd.1sh:mrlhe|\ﬂlng the

ver the unfversty's mi-
|1nntystumlmm:mlh.ln.lll.llltwruuwnld
In 1967, the Supreme Court :ulc:l ana

d the AMU Actin 1981,
s.wllmllu: 1twsoual:lnhﬂltmllwnuslnn
community e cultural and ed-

overruled —oreffectively, whether AMUisa
minority institution protected by Article 30
(“Right ef minorities toestablish and acmin-
Ister educational institutions”),

What minority status means

Under Article 15(5), intro-
duced in the Constitution in
2006, minerity educational in-
stitutions are exempt lrom re-
serving seats for Scheduled
Castees ancl Tribaes, Since AMU mi-

challenge
sity's founding Act, which argued that they
deprived the Muslim community, which had
set up AMU, of the right to administer it un-
dler Article 30,

The first of these amendments, in 1951,
s nevrs-Mush bersof the

University Court, ies supreme governing body

ucational of Muslimsin India,

I 2005, AMLU for the first time provided
508 reservation for Muslims in postgradu-
ate medical programs. The Tellowing year,
Allahatsac High Court struck down bath the
university order, and the 1981 amendment
on the ground that AML was not a minority
Institution as per Azeez Bosha.

F W3] SCIENCE |

HOW CLIMATE CHANGEISBRINGING
BACKTHE IDEA OF AIRSHIPS

ARJUMSENGUPTA
NEW DELHI NOVEMBER 7

AIRSHIPSWERE the first alrcralt capalide of
controlled powered flight and were
thought tobe the future of travel for some
years in the early 20th century, However,
ormings
and the rapid development of acroplanes
leilleel the idea ol aleship transpoe. They see
limited use today as advertising platforms,
for aerial observation by scientists and mil-
Iearies, and inthe wourism industry.
Oflate, a few compandes are attempt-
Img tocontrol the bucyancy of airships —
a longstanding challenge that has pre-

use for IR

How airships work

Airships are lighter-than-air aircraft
that are lifted by gas with a density bower
than atmospheric gases. This principle
also operates in heliem balloons,

Early airships used hydrogen as the
lifting gas since itwas cheap, casy to pro-
cluce, and the lightest existing gas, But hy-
drogen was also extremely lammable. A
Fews high-profileaccidents, including the
Infamous Hindenburg disaster of 1937,
shattered public Laith in airships.

Most modern airships use helium,
which s non-combustible, However, it is
M.\m on Earth, and thus very expensive

cubic metre, the amount of gas re-
:|u|mllul|l1 1 kilogram of welght, costs
roughly §3
Varying buoyancy ch

i

p——
Hindenburg on its first Might on
March 4, 1936, wikimedia Commions

Promising solutions
Aseemingly straighthorward solution
to the problem of variable busyancy
wiould be touse ballast or added weights
toregulate stability. Thisis dene in ot air
halloons and submarines.

The French company Flying Whales
has designed a 200-metre-long “ying
erane” helium alreship ealled LCAGOT, The
cranecan pick upwater ballast whi
borne, without Nqu:nnu ‘pl‘tlﬂ ised

. CEOH

mmy U:.mn s sl juaticr, an:lllw SCdirected
ber ined, the uni-

wversity does mnlm\".‘.’ﬂqunl.\s

The Centre argued before the Supreme
Cowrt this year that if AML is declared a mi-
nority institution, “itwill continse not o pro-
vide for reservation for SCsfSTs/OBCS/EWS,
[in jobs and seats, but] it will provide for

AMITABH SINHA

AT THE 2015 climate conference in Paris,
Indlias in collaberation with a few other coun-
tries including conderence host France, setup
the Intemational Solar Alliance (15A) to ac-
celerate the deployment and absorpeion of
solarenergy across the world, and malnly in
the developing countries,

Thee 154 was a unigue inktiative In whuin

‘hing

EXPLAINED

reservation for Muslims which can be up to
50 per cent or even mone”,

Alao, "the administrathve structure” of AML
“will change from the current set-up which
provides for the supremacy of Executive
Courel ' fickel:

AMLLsenior advecate Kaps Sibal stated ina re-
Jeinder note submitted on behald of the AMU
el Boys'{ Abuamnd | Association that “Article 30
i itself a recognition of rights of communities
:h.u alserequire special protection”, Therelore,

ational insti-

of life with domain upenlse" = and despite
belnf an institution of national importance,
[woskd have an adimission procedure sep-

arate fromother such institutions,

The Centre alsoangued that
“a large national institube like
AMU ought to maintain s sec-
uilar origing and serve the langer
interest of the nation first™,

Submissions made on behall of AML
stated that it was “fallacious” for the Centre
o hedd that AMU's minority status “would
be contrary to public interest as [twould ex-
empt them from reserving seats for other
disadvantaged groups”, since this negates
the Constitutional provision that shields spe-
cial rights of minorities.

On reservation not being applicable to

tutions pnn'sdr:lh,'n'\rlhle 15(5)1s "ot anex-
ception oeguality but simply adifferent Deet
ofitwhich seeles to balanoe the needs of dliffer-
ent sectionsof society whetheron the basis of
religion, or caste and class™,

The St Stephen's reference

10 1992, the SC referred to the minority
status of Dedhi's St Stephen's College, its right
o administer the institution, and to have its
owen admission process| St Stephen's College
v Lniversity of Dethi), The college reserves
500 of seats for Christian shedents,

In fis arguments, the Centre submitted
that §t Stephen's was founded by the
“Cambridge Mission in Delhi in collabora-
tion with the Society for the Propagation of
the Gospel (SPGL. [and)| there was no gov-

WA SHICLIMATE CHANGE

Solar alliance stocktake

The International Solar Alliance, launched by PM Narendra Modi in 2015 and led by India ever since, has
delivered less than its formidable promise, The offtake of solar in the Global South has remained poor

Indlia took the lead ines

pnlmtlnn Ovmhews:mw\hmmlw

Eround i i
Bougon told The Economist that his air-
ship would be *practical for moving
rocket sections and powerline towers;
transporting logs from forests to
sawrnills; and carrying heavy equipment
like turbine bhdrs.wl|:m.1bﬂr.1ml b=
pitals o remate areas”,

Aeros, a Los Angeles-based company
that makes advertising and surveillance
airships, has developed a system that
could allow it m npmtcﬂn.ulm: ware-

maore than 110 countries as members,
However, its impact on expediting the de-
ployment of solar energy in the developing
world has been extrermnely modest until now,

ISA slow on delivery

The I5A was never meant (o be a project
developer, [tdid not have o install solar proj-
ects itsell It was envisaged asa facilitator,ora
foree multiplier, which would help countries
overcome financial, trclu\ﬂlnuhﬂlmmnw.

While mnpl.\m's mslly beat airships

hotses

I
merce deliveries, Huwrwr some believe

anspeed, airsh

beideal  that sucha pression system would
frefght \lolmloshn.\mo of their excep-  be too heavy to be practical,
tional “lit-to-drag ratis” — which These technologies are still years

they expend far less fuel to move the
same miass of material,

But tobe practical cargo vehicles, they
also needed to be capable of varying their
buoyancy and compensating for weight
changes as loads were pleked up and
dro ol The simplest solutionwoulkd
be to release and refill the lifting gas —
bt cost and scarcity of helium has made
this a non-starter,

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

away from being commercially viable,
but companies are working to te perfect
therm. As the world deals with the rapidly
deepening climate crisis, the aviation in-
dustry has been under intense scrutiny
dlue twits large carbon footprint. Adrships
are sigrdficantly bkess polluting than aero-
phanes as they do not bum fossil fuels to
achieve lift. They can also reach more
phaces than ships or trucks,

VAJIRAM & RAVI
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The end result was supposed to be lange-
seale deployment of solarenergy, especially
in countries where energy access was very
losw, Bust nine years dawn the line, the ISA
doesn't have much progress to show. An 15A-
Eacilitated solar power praject ks yet to start
aperations,

The first such progect is expected tobe in
Cubawhere auctions have taken place and a
developer has been selected to set up a 60
AW pilanit, which i suippeosed to be follmeed
by several other similar-sized or bigger proj-
ects ttalling about L250 MW,

Several other countries in Africa and Latin
America are sald to have completed the
preparatory work, and are ready to follow
Cuba's exarmple,

China ahead of pack

Theinability of IBA tofacilitabe many more
projects is striking, considering the rapid
growthinsolar enengy deployment. The global
imstallec] capacity of solar power has been in-
creasing atever 20 per cent annually over the
laust Five years, Last year, it grew by more than
30 per cent, according to Workd Solar Market
Report 2024, a publication of the 54,

But as Ajay Mathur, director general of

TOTALINSTALLED CAPACITY ANNUAL
INSTALLATION (IN GW) g
:m.‘.'ﬁ“‘...&"..‘&'&’.."ﬂ!.’é\"hm’

- E ;
l_E 3 E aI-I-.Il :
201 2015 2016 2017 2008 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
COUNTRIES WITHBIGGEST SOLAR FOOTPRINT
Total installed capacity in 2023 (in GW)
China G003 Inclia 72.7
Evropean Lind 2547 Brazil 375
Japan 8 ltaly 207
[Cermany 817 Wl Spain _________________J47]
L opeaity T6CW by end of
Septeniber 2034
S Wl Sollr Market epart, 2014, 154 a

o

?

154, pointed out, most of these installations
are happening ina handful of countries, with
China accounting for a lion's share, O the 345
GW ol solar capacity addition in 2023, more
than 216 GW, or about 62 per cent, happened
inChina alone,

“More than 80 per cent of investments

regulatory envirenment,”

hee 154 has been working with govern-
ments and bocal institutions to create regula-
oy structures, dradt power purchase agree-
ents, and train human resources, “One of our
important intervenitions has been the setting
upol STAR (Solar Techr

emment ivohvement”, while AMU was cre-
ated by an Act of Parliament.

Also, 5t Stephen’s was housed in prem-
ises that were rented, and subsequently built,
By the SPG, while AML has “from the outset
[Been|in receipt of gavernment grants...”.

Sibal, however, argued that in St Stephen’s,
the SC hadl hielel that “the right to administer
is meant to be interpreted as a continuing
right to admindster on part of the minority
community establishing the university and
not atest for the identification of an ME (mi-
nority educational institution|”. Thus, “ence
a minority establishes an edueational insti-
tution, that institution becomes the subjec
of the right to administer” under Articke 307,

Senlor advocate Rajeey Dhavan submit-
tied an behalf of AMLU: " There are universi-
ties such as Aliah University (Kolkata) amd
eolleges such as St Seephen's College fully
alded by the government”, which implies
that "the government recognizes that even
iFan institution is fully funded by the gov-
ernment, itdoes notlose is minorty status™,

global energy transition that is critical to
tackle the challenge of climate change, It is
the fastest-growing renewable energy
source, despite its inherent limitation of be-
ing intermittent. In most reglons of the
wiorld, solar is now also the cheapest source
of energy when sunshine s available. Solar
energy installed capacity is projected to grow
between 3 and 15 times in different scenar-

o for achieving global net zero by 2050,

But as Mathur pointed out, only a hane-
ful of countries have been deploying ltona
large scale (see bow ). About 43 per cent of
global solar P capacity is installed in China
alone, The top 10 markets account for more
than 95 per cent of installed capacity, Less
than 2 peroent of new additions are happen-
ing In Adrica, a reglon that houses about BO
percent of the nearly 745 million people whio
still clo not have access to electricity,

The solar manufacturing indastry is even
more imbalanced, Over 80 per cent of the
manufacturing process is concentrated in
China, which ls seenas another barrier toquick
spread of solar energy insmaller markets,

It fet, it ds this lopsided nature of solar
dievelopment that the 154 was meant to.ack-
diress and balance,

India's leadership role
Deployment of solar energy s only a ve-
Ticle, The 15A was ereated to serve 2 much
largerstrategic purpose for ndia, It isanim-
portant partof India's outreach tothe Global
South, particularly to countries in Alrica,
Despite being an inter-governmental
multilateral argandsation, SA is sl largely
wiewied as an Indfan initiative, This is not
without reason = it is headquartered in New
Delhi, it is almaost entirely funded by India,
and India has presided over its general as-
sembly since its inception. It will continue to
o s, at beast until 2026,
15A Is thus intricately linked to India's
diplomatic objectives, For this reason, the
's pe e would reflect on India's

into solar energy are flowing
countries, China, and large developing coun-
tries liloe India.” Mathur said,

Barriers and solutions

*There are Liege entry barriers in smaller
developing countries, particulary in Africa,
This is what 154 has been engaged inironing
out,” Mathur said.

Parmy of these countries conot have prior
experience of executing large power proj-
eets, and certainly not solar projects, which
is nevwer technology, he said, “There are no
local developers, so the imeestment has to
come from foreign companies. But foreign
rnvestors book for polbcy stability and sound

Resource
stitutions. This has resulted in local expertise
and capacity bullding, " Mathur saicl,

Mathur said the results of these efforts
wotilel ecame visible soon,

“I'think the heavy lifting has been done
inthe last few years. At least half a dozen
countries ane on the verge of Noating tenders
for power projects, We expect this to esca-
late cuickly,” he said.

15A has been targeting deployment of
1,000GW of solar energy, and unlocking atril-
lion deollars in selar investment by 20030,

Why solar matters
Solar is the most crucial element of the

bilities toclaim leadership of the Global
South and speak on its behall. Prime Minister
Narendra Mod| himself has been champi-
oning its couse, ancl has spoken about its cru-
elal role at every relevant forum,

Unfartunately, the 1SA's good offices hase
remained largely underutilised til now, It
has been under-staffed and under-funded,
and has had a troublec relationship with the
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy,
which is its lialson ministry with the Indian
SOVeITment.

But more importantly, it has falled tocre-
ate excitement about solar energy in coun-
tries that are in desperate need of access to
cheap and reliable energy source,

Why Uttar Pradesh has introduced new rules for appointing its police chief

Pradesh Selection and Appointment Rules,

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHL NOVEMBER 7

LITTAR PRADESH has framed new rules for
r"lenhm: thee state's Director General of
mies afber the Supreme Court

last manth, Inrcwmta multiple petitions,
Issued contempt otices to elght stabes — in-
H g DGPs

B P wgtemp

In the last two years, UP has had four
temporary DGPs, The incumbent, 1991
batch IS officer Prashant Kumar, was ap-
painted Acting DGP in January this year,
The aforementioned petitions have argued
that this is in vielation of the apex court’s

024" was cleared by the state Cabinet an
Monday. Acturdlnumlheﬂer\lm.t.ll“snﬂ‘
will by

based on her remaining tenure, service
record, and experience,

Only officers with a minimum remain-
ing tenure of six months from the date of
creation of the vacancy would be eligible
for the appointment as DGP. Once ap-
pointed, the police chiel would have amin-
Imwm tenure of bwo years,

The selection committee will be heacled
Ty aretined judge of the High Court and will
inchuche the LIP Chief Secretary, a nominee of
the Union I‘\ll:llc Service Commission
(LIPSC), the nominee of the

Judgment in the 2006 Prakash Singh

political Iﬁrrl’mn‘c:."m

‘What are the new rules?
The 'Director General of Police, Uttar

Uttar Pradesh Public Service Cammission,
the Additional Chief Secretary/Principal
Secretary, a representative of the Home
Department, and a retired DGP.

UP's mew rules essentially recuce the

role of the Centre in the appointment by
eliminating the process of sending a list of
officers to the LIPSC,

What is the existing practice?

Currently, DGP appointments are made
based on the SCs directions in the Prakash
Singh case. The state government ks sup-
posed to send to the UPSC a
list of senbor most eligible of-
fleers in the state, three
manths before the incum-
bent DGP is set to retire.,

The: UPSC vets this list, and based on the
officer’s seniority, service record, integrity,
and field experience, sends three names

the time of selection.

Mareover, the 5C had said that these
rules would an!yl:e appllc.\l:lc nntil states

Act —

that at least 17 states have enacted since
2006, Thess Police Acts either provide for
DGP appointments according to guide-
lines, or have constituted a committee
which is expected to choose a

b (= W.Y] ]98] OGP Fomalistof five senior

E
POLICY

mast eligible officers in the
state. Notably, current UP
DG Prashant Kurmar is 13th
inseniority in the state,

Do UFs new rules comply with the SC's

state is exy toap-

point one of these three as the new DGR
The apex court’s directions also sald
that the RGP so appeinted should have a
tenure of at least two years, and should
have at least six months of service left at

es and no, While the rules

that these were to be inbytheen-
actment of a Police Act, What U has done
Instead is to frame rules on the Indian
Police Act of 1861,

"UP has only framed rules, [t hasalsovery
smartly pleked up paras from the SC judg-
ment giving 4 sense it s in conformation of
the directions,” former P DGP Prakash
Singh, whose petition ed o the SCs 2006 -
rections, tokd e

states, as far as practicable, should not ap-
point an IPS officer as DGP unless they had
‘two clear years of service before them. This
was kaver modified and restricted i “at least
six months” of service by then Chief Justice
of India Ranjan Gogoi in 2019,

The 2008 judgment alse said that “any
legistation rule” framed by a state or the
Centre which runs* caunler to the direc-

The new rules could also fall foul of two
SC jucl gt froen 2018 anel 2019, which had
saidl that states cannot enact laws or frame
rulesan the matber contrany to 505 directions.

‘What di the 2018 and 2019 apex court

8
Ins 2018, i an nterventhon ap-

directions regarding the DGP having a
minimum kenure of two years, and a min-
Imum remaining service of six months be-
fore appointment, the SC speci fically sald

plication by Prakash Singh, a Bench of
Justices AM Khanilkar and DY Chandrachud
ruled that states could not appoint lempo.

rary or Acting DGPs, It had also sald that

tion sh yance to the afore-
said extent.” This came in the backdrop of
multiple states enacting laws that were
said to have either circumvented the 5C's
directions on police reforms, or vielated
their spirit.
€]l Gogol's 2019 Judgment suggested
th.miu' apexs court would mnunelhe V-
1. "The abs i -
urally. will hald the field until the validity
of the Police Acts in force which provides to
the contrary are examined and dealt with
Iy this Cowrt,.,.,” the judgment had said,
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

RIPPLES OF VICTORY

First Trump administration ramped up tariffs, trade restrictions.
Trump 2.0 promises, or threatens, to domore of the same

STHEDUST settles ona keenly ¢
‘cus will shift to the likely consequences and disruptions in the foresee-
abike future - for one, in terms of the economic |mpa|:roflhmld Trump's
second term i Trump d on the prom-
ise to Make America Great Again (MAGA), Outside the US, such a campaign promise
sounds odd primarily because the US has long been, and continues to be, the wodd's pre-

ial election, the fo-

ranac

EDITORIAL PAGE
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‘WoRDLY WISE

['HE ATR OF IDEAS IS THE ONLY AIR WORTH
BREATHING."

— Enims WHARTON

A perilous moment

US under Trump will be less racially inclusive, more
immigration-unfriendly, selectively retributive

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

A SPECTRE OF unchecked power is likely to
haunt Americain the next four years — a terri-
fring prospect for many, but in equal if not
Ereater measure, a rousing prospect for others.
America's midwest and south have rebelled
against its coastal elites, This kind of rebellion
is nowr called right-wing populism. Such pop-
ulism uses elactoral democracy to elect those
whaocrush liberal democracy and, in particu-
lar, '\dlsluplm :hsmnmrs and minorities,

e and

eminent economic power, Within the LS, however, there has been palpable
‘towvards the process of globalisation, fueled by a perception that the rest of the world has
benefited at the cost of the LS. Since the start of his first presidential campaign in 20086,
Trump has aggressively voiced this sense of grievance and repeatedly promised to pro-
tect LS interests by adopting policies that are firmby “America First”.

Since the end of the Second World War, and especially after the Cold War, the US has
shepherded the world order through its military might as well as by laying down the:
rules and regulations for global trade and commerce, In the first term, Tnemp's policies
sought o upend this global order as the US adopted a more inward-looking, insular and
‘transactional appmadl This came as a shock o bath its allies and competitors. For in-
stance, of other NATO allies and d they con-
tribute their full share. A key feature of his first administration was the sharp ramping
upof tariffs and trade restrictions vis a vis China, In his second term, Trump promises, or
threatens, o do more of the same. He intends to use punitively higher import tariffs asthe:
primary weapon to cut trade deficits that the US has with the EU countries and Asian
econimies such as China and South Korea, He has also promised not to drag the USinto
new international conflicts and is unlikely to ramp up support to existing ones, such as
the war between Russia and Ukraine,

The effects of Trump nnd term can and heard. G
government collapsed on Wednesday after Chancellor Olaf Scholz sacked hit

coalition

power, weaker than before but still substan-
tial, the international system may also be
shaken o the core. Political moments such as

Tt weloome
ermant toothers.

In winning power again, Donald Trumgp
hasachicved something hieearlier lacked Like
2016, he has defeated his rival in the electoral
oollege, but heis alsowinning the popularvote,
a Feat that was beyond his grasp in 2006 and
2020, He is doubly empowered and restored.

To understand how he might exercise
powver, itisimportant toconsider the other op-
tier institutions of the polity, In a presidential
syt the legislature caneercise acheckon
the powver of the ecutive. Senate approval is
necessary for Cabinet-level appointments and
the House of Representatives, by denying
budgetary resources, caneven shut down the
government. “Divided we govern” is a well-

ister, and coalition partner, Christian Lindner. The apparent trigger was Scholz’s demand
for raising mare debe to support Ukraine at a time when Trump's White House is expected
to cut funding, Trump's tariffs are expected to raise the US's domestic inflation and, with
that, force the LS central bank to I:L‘ep mmst rates high, Trumyp tariffs will most likehy
inatrade war that wi 1 global supply chains. But there area

shich India may |, One, if the LS decides to drill more oil, it could

Il:ad tolower FucI pnu:s inthe mrdlumm Inng term, Two, Trump's desire to cut lllqgal mi-
dy in Americ; -

C ke it easier for some

live their A dream,

DELHI TO SRINAGAR

J&K Assembly resolution calling for dialogue on special
provisions must be the beginning of a conversation

WER FIVE YEARS agn, the special status of Jammu and Kashmir was abro-

gated and the erstwhile state divided into two/Union Territories. The read-

ing dowm of Article 370 is now a reality, de facto and de jure, with the

p ‘ourtupholdi sion, y-clected

J&:K assembily has halanced this reality with the principles and political compulsions of
the ruling National Ennlcmw:u The resolution “reaffinms the importance of the special

status and o which the identity, culture, and r@ls
of the people of Jammu and Kashmir, thedrunil wal™
It also calls upon the it of India "t dialogue with elected

tivies of the people of Jammu and Kashmir for restoration of special status, mmtml
guarantees and to work out constitutional mechani restoring these provi
Astronger version of the resolution was earier introduced by the FDP — the party
has subsequently assented to the final document, despite its reservations. BJP MLAS have
condemned the move. The state BIF, as the dominant electoral force in Jammu, repre-
sents a significant voice in the erstwhile state, The questions raised by representatives
from the POP and independents like Sheilch Khursheed [MP Engineer Rashid's brother)
too, must be heeded. Physical confrontation, such asthe one betwmn BJP MLAs and
Khursheed and others, has no place in t d
islature, The uproar musrnmbeallmdwﬂnrﬂxnmnm' hi fve mp

K dicturm of American polity. America’s
founding fathers instituted the se checks men-
sure that the president would not become a
British-stybe monarch, against whom the LIS
fought the War of Independence.
Howwould these constraining institutions
Famln'[rump s sm:und u:rrn?T)m elections,
also selected
m—ﬂurﬂurthcuppcrmmhﬂufmrmﬂa-
ture, the US Senate, and all 435 members of
the lower chamber, the House of
chmsr:nranw:s The Senate now has a
ity While, ar the ti
writing, the fate of the House of
Representatives remains undecided, it seems
also to be headed towards a Republican ma-
jority.And evenif the House of Representatives
ets a slim Demaocratic majority, can it really
7 : A

theidea of institutional checks on his power?

1 addition

These elections, i

TMLISMMCDurLamnmmdepcm
ioninthear
ber nflllc—unmqucs appmnmd by Trumpin

demacracy bigeer than economics and immi-
gration for the electorate at large.
This lzads usmthcfmlr;u:mun Howdo

his first term. najorityof

i society sup-

Supreme Court jud, phscribe to the view

]
not constrain it, A fewe months back, the US
Supreme Court allowed the president virtu-
albyunbridled i the execution of pub-
lic responsihilities and functions. Only the use
of presidential power for private purposes
would be judicially bounded.

? Solid statistics will take some
tlmcmcumc Butexit data, thowgh ahways less
than final, doal low s toidentify the bigper sta-
tistical points.

“thee marnyinferences that can be derived,
two stand out. The first point is racial As ex-
pected, a clear majority of Whites voted for
Trump, as did an Mrwhc]mmg maJnnty of

at the polity's top tiers that is eminently well-
suited for a relatively unfiettered exercise of
presidential power. More importanty, it is in
accord with how Trumpwishes to rule.

His al'td!.‘pean:d wishes include how he

Blackesfor Harris, [tisthelL

mumnities that moved substantially towards
Trump. Latinos are as big as the Black commu-
ity today, if not bigger. Moreover, unlike the
Asians, they are important in some swing
stares, In a widely noted Trump rally in

wants uuepcndm

Madi eGarden,a cho-

institutions, such as the Depart

described Puerto

{D0Of)and the FBI, tofunction, lnhlscarnpalgn
he oftenemphasised that he would ke towse
wmmﬂmachmrympmmtr thccn—

to picking a also
selected one-third of the
upper chamber of the
legislature, the US Senate,
and all 435 members of the
lower chamber, the House
of Representatives, The
Senate now has a

Republican majority.
While, at the time of this
writing, the fate of the
House of Representatives
remains undecided, it
seems also to be headed
towards a Republican
majority, And even if the

within®, Thclr | he
said, are wor jes. The DOJ
will be the arm of the US government en-
trusted with this task. And the DOJ's actions

Rico. as a"l\uarmg island of garbage”, whichdid
not make any material difference to the vote,
Latinos either have serious intermal divisions
and Puerto Ricans are not internally lked, or
enough Latinos don't mind White hegemony
of American socio-political space.

Sigond, in terms of gender, while White

would not be judicially long as
their purpose is the defence of state and na-
riasiel e s i

n fic

dissenters and critics.
If that is the likely institutional reality un-
derTrump, what else can theis-

mone for Harris, mcymul:l not

thee musch higher o
FmTrump.OnL‘waymmmrpﬂ:tmmsmfm
them, abartionwas not the cnly important is-
sue; instead, for many of them, economics, im-

Hence

sues that governed these elections? Anxieties
ahaut the economy, hostility bo immigration
from the southern border, an imeard looking
foreign and economic palicy, and a White ma-
joritarian political impulse dominated Trump's
platform, T

thmrvum for Harris was not larger, Misogyny,
thus, triumphedin the end.

The U8 under Trump will be less racially
inclusive, more immigration-unfriendly and
selectively rrrrlum TMrrwnlbu tax breaks
For the richand —theChina

productive rights for women| especially cover-
ing abartion |, amore radallyinclusive America,
threats to democracy posed by Trump and a
J;I:M:nallyI mhcd bmg1 policy, heavily fvour-

House of Repres ives
acquires a slim Democratic
majority, can it really take
ona Prl.'.‘ill]l.'[]t Ll

sionately opposed to the
idea of institutional checks

on his power?

Trump's plaﬁnrm has handsomely won,
Citizens most concemed abouwt the economy
and immigration heavily voted for him,
whereas those concerned with reproductive
rights and threats to democracy voted for
Harris. The statistical point, of course, is that
the former growp far cutnumbered the Latter,
Harris could not make abartion and threats o

palicy willespecially come wrapped in tariffs.
There will bea move tovvands pro-Russian and
pro-Israeli war settlements in Ulraine and
Israel-Palestine. There will also be a serious
pressure on NATO, benefiting Russia greatly.

That iswhat the victory of Trump implies.
There is na beating around the bush,

The writer is Sol Goddman professorof
International Studies and the Socim Sciences at
Broven Uiniversity, where he mlso directs the
Saxena Center for Conternparary South Asia at
the Wiatson nstitute, Views are personal

COP FOR CONSENSUS

At Baku, Global South and North should shed adversarial positions on climate finance

AARTI KHOSLA

SECURING BETTER CLIMATE finances for the
Global South has emerged as the pre-emi-
nent goal for CoP24L I's a necessary pursuit
as the developing world houwses the major-
ity of the worst-affected regions. However,
the Clobal South and the Clobal Morth
should not come to the table as adversaries.

The Global Sc hot

of the ion — dialogue and e the only way
address the concemns of the erstwhile state in a democratic manner,
hmwmtlmufm&msmnfmlc 370 and Article 35a was the lack

uptoover 31 trillion ayear today, compared to
tthIDOhII)ona year offered back in 2009,

that it was anly in

lion fior the first time. Even so, more than ha]r

Fli

afc it“unified” India by Yet the
i . _ N 2022 that the financing went past $100 bil-
remawing a state of exce ption in the federal framework. By invoking “dialogue” and “na-
tional unity”, and not explicithy about the return of the by leaving e(,..,.wu.
other measures, and not harking back the |&K agnaled i

thar it isbeing politically pragmatic, It can ako be mad asa guud-laﬂl invitation. The BP-

elhi hasinvested ac prill
speclal status, But prevent it i the the peo-
plein Kashmir. The firstitemc da must bet i atthe ear-

Soneitherthe quan-
tumof the funds nor their mannerof disburse-
mient instils confidence, It has been reported
‘that some of the poorest Global South coun-
tries were spending around 40 per cent of

liest — the conversation between Delhi and Srinagar must ¢

CANNED AIR

Its appeal goes beyond connection with celebrity. It may have
something more vital to offer
SFARAS celebrity memurahlllagu ‘toenails and used napkins are passé.
Nomatter he the same:
air as George and Amal Clooney — without h.mru;m pay thousands of
dollars for it. For as low as €10 ($11), tourists visiting Italy can now by
«cans containing 400 ml of “100 per cent authentic air” collected from Lake Como, close
towhere the Clooneys oem a house, Marketed particularly o appeal to American vaca-
tioners, the souvenir has been described by its creators, th ications company

inthewaorld, it

their budgets on debt servicing alone — at a
i hen they tochanmel
every dollar into more clean-energy capaci-
ties and climate-resilient towns and cities,
This is exacerhated by the lack of acoess
toconcessional finance since the cost of cap-
ital for investing in essential infrastructure
(like utility-scale solar] in, say, Germany,
would be three-four times lower than India.

It g riskier mar-

Solar, wind, wind-solar
hybrid and hydropower
projects (amongst othersy
enjoy a must-run status in
India, but at times their
output has been curtailed
and some lenders may view
them as riskier. Having the
backstop of i

iomal

fires, torrential rains and heat Soit's

capital-intensn -

not difficult tosee why theirinvestors would
be rebuctant to take on more risk by lending

to the developing world,
‘Thishas understandably led to dissatisfac-
tion sincecli JUsEioe nee the

Az

tors that could be lucrative — like green hy-
rogen for the hard-to-abate sectors or higher

suhsid'minrdlecrriﬁrdplﬁc transit. Theidea

|s o L‘]n\au:lndna s attractiveness to foreign

ones responsible for the crisis boosen their
purse strings. However, the revised draft of
the UN's New Collective Quantified Goal at-
n:mpts to say that the “parties with high GHG
emissions and economic capabilities™ wnul:l

ying principle of rec-
iprocity. For those whodulx)mw thiswould
impact India’s eamings, a greater volume of
investments vwould more than compensate
For the bowver revenuses from each project.
Second, using climate finance not as lans

be expected tocontit
funds corpus, The opposition hasbeenimme-
diate from China and India as both are major
economies that cannot be expected to throt-
the their growth to undo the wrongs of the
past. The rest of the BRICS bloc is likely to voice

or a ahadmup[urthcpuhln:.md
large private Solar,
wind, wind-solar hyhrld and hydropower
projects (amongst others) enjoy a must-run
status in India, but at times their output has
I:mm :urnlhd and some lenders may view

similar reservations. At the same time, the kstop ofinterna-
ymieschoose could rlnlullu i ch proj-

bcpiw.nlmdn:wurld ‘scarbon bucget, ets may ir apprehensi f
urape more| o I} financing, Of course, this

prof-
|rabllyn sothe l'!st iy Fﬂrward cuuld hc for

the Gl

presupposes that the country offers ap:nhcy

climate funds to underwrite
such projects may ez
apprehensions and unlock
more (concessional)
financing. Of course, this

s thedr

ket like sub- Africa, But the trouble
is that <limate impacts are not just threaten-
ing o upend critical sectors like agriculture
andinsuranice in the Global South, The richer
nations are alsowitnessing unexpected wild-

P s that the
country offers a policy
environment that promotes
renewable capacity addition.

returns. For instance, if a private investor were

environment that
ity addition. India is one of the most progres-

to expect a 12-13 per cent. | retum ona
major infrastructure project in India and 8-10
years to break even, perhaps the need of the
hour is to boost it to 17-18 per cent (or even
higher) Mrd\cs&m period. Thiswould en-

5L
ing the measure here would male for a good
case study for the rest of the Global South,
The CoP is one of the sharpest platforms
For Mgotlam\g Ey definition, that requires

to recoup the icker,

netahigher profit and make the same money

available for reinvestment musch sooner. This
N .

revenue- 1E me

vall sides. A little more geners-
|ty from the Global South may, ironically,
transform COP29 into a resounding success,

Thewriter is director, Climate Trends

ItalyComunica, as *something original, fun and even provocative”.

Selling air may be provocative and “fun”, but it is certainly not an original idea. Soon
after World War Il, an Italian businessman found a noved use for the empty cans left be-
hind by LS troops. He filled them with air, calling the product “Aria di Napoli® meaning
“airof Naples” and began selling them back to the AmeTicans as souvenirs. New York City
wentone step further — selling mqusrg:nmc MNYC air, but an especially curated air for-

mula “concoc Building, Grand Central Terminal, Chrysler
Building, S(JtucCHLlhrrty and other landmarks,

Wl'nlntm.m_-, ans of air y st-of-control

ul hing evena Fbreath, can be packaged and sold as

long as it has the vaguest connection to a celebrated person or landmark, the story of a

Canadian mrnpany selling canisters of fresh “Rocky Mountain air” suggests that there

may b vital appeal. [n 2015, the company Tun-

dreds of its products sobd out within weeks in Betjing. Tums out, citizens in the Chinese:

capcul whlmatmemmhadampuutmnﬁ:lnmall especially in thewinter months,
hing cleaner, As resi if Diedhi-MCR:

[ INDIAN Express .

amid poor AQI, perhaps some Lake Como air could comee to the resose?

NOVEMBER 8, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

TERM TWO FOR REAGAN

ted asthe

thieir houses from relief camps, No untoward

nnrspecll'lccarnpm Delhi and cater toits im-

incident: of thecity

ROMALD REAGAN HAS been re-
f by

as the biggest margin in the political history
of the country, Reagan delivered a devastat-
ing defeat on his Democratic rival, Walter
Mondale. A triumphant Reagan told the na-
tion “America’s best days lie ahead, and lam
gonna do it just one more time — you ain't
seen nothing yet"

DELHI RECOVERS
ASTHE SITUATION in the capital continues to

and large crowds could b

while offices reported normal attendance. The
after-effects of the recent incidents of arson
and loating, however, were visible,

IE PITCHES IN

THE STEERING COMMITTEE for the Indian
Estpress Relief Fund met to consider the best
waytnsupport relief and rehabilitation of the
riot affected victims. The collection of funds
from all centres of the Indian ExpmssGrup
hasnow crossed Rs 5 kakh, Th

T , which by ONSEnsLUs
wasagmedm bednBaIasalu'hGurdmmat
Bhagwan MNagar.

SECURITY OVERHAUL

THE DIRECTOR AND the deputy directorof the
Intelligence Bureau were removed from their
posts as tt changed

ior officials who were associated with Mrs
Gandhi's security, The IB director and the
deputy director, both 1PS officers, have been
rmrmdwdmlrparrmmmi\ddmuml
Com nF[’oIn:L‘ Dethi, who was in

improve, wing back to

the mast practical approach would be to pick

d,

overallch i
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l;?l‘:zprooﬁng
digital spaces

Conversations on social media regulation for
children must focus on practical measures

ustralia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese

on Thursday sald his government will ban

children under 16 years of age from social

i, umveiling plans for a new kaw that he

hopes to get enacted by the end of the year, This
marks a watershed moment in how democracies are
approaching the challenge of protecting young minds
inthe digital age. The move resurrects crucial questions
about making digital spaces safer — questions that
deserve renewed attention In India— despite concerns
about practical enforceability.

The scientific consensus on socal media'simpacton
children has only strengthened in recent years — from
compromised physical activity to stunted psychosocal
development, the price of unrestricted access is steep.
The consequences — from cognitive impairment and
academic underperformance o more severe outeomes
like dem'esslmnnd behmwmldiwm—mnow
well-doc id
similar measures in Spain and Fn.lnr.t. reprﬂum i
growing recognition that the time for merely debating
these impacts I8 past; conerete action s imperative,

Yet, challenges lie in implementation. Experts have
Magiged concerns about the reliability of age verification
methods, highlighting how easily current systems can
be circumvented. Australin’s proposed solution —
holding tech giants accounta ble with substantial
penalties for breaches — offers one pathway, but its
effectiveness remains to be tested. It contains provisions
for exemiptions, such as educational content on
YouTube, ncknowlediging the nuanced nature of
Information access for young people as they learn and
grow, This differs from China's sweeping restrictions,
which include night curfews and strict time limits.

For India, these developments offer valuable insights.
Indlia’s context demands partioular sensitivity —
technology has been both an equaliser for the
underprivileged and, paradoxically, a source of
vulnerability, especially among children battling
addictions to such services and games, The Australian
madel, especially its focus on p]uform accountability,
coutl inform India’s approach. However, any
t‘rmncwwk st accouit for the unique digital

dscape, where sockal media oft VES a8 8 gateway
toessential services, support, and information for
Indlians of all ages. The conversation must go beyond
whiether to regulate to how o implement practical
mensures that protect without allenating children from
the digital world they will inevitably inhabit.

Public welfare versus
private property rights

he Supreme Court judgment on the State’s power
Tmaomlrepmmnrnwned resourees for public

distribution clarifies the government's eminent
domain powers while ensuring a balanced approach
between private property rights and collective wellare,
In an 81 majority, the topcourt held that while the State
mnmulmpn‘vammmm publlcmod. ot all

Iy qualify for such

m.u.dsmun By limiting the State’s acquisition power to
resources that meet certain criterin — scarcity, public
Impact, and necessity for community welfare —
Court has set down a clear framework to avold arbiwary
confiscation of private assets,

Article 39(b) of the Constitution, which allows the
State to influence the distribution of material resources
Inways that best serve public interest, often has been
seen as a mandate for social welfare, pushing
redistributive justioe, However, the Court’s ruling rightly
emphnsises that Article 35 should not be interpreted
as acarte blanche for government acqulsition, which
could undermine property rights under
Article 300A, This balance is crucial: While resources
essential to the community, such as forests or water
bodhes, may fall under State control, other private assets
cannot. Justice BY Nagarathna'sdissent enriches
the discourse by underscoring that the Court's
interpretations should reflect a balance between
historical values and contemporary societal needs.

The majority's application of the public trust doctrine,
asserting that vital resources are held in trust by the
‘State for public benedit, provides a guiding principle.

By setting precise limits and spelling out acquisition
eriterda, the verdict reaffirms the importance of
balancing public welfare with private property rights,
Politically, this judgment sets a precedent that curbs any
sweeping economic redistribution initiatives while still
allowing for meaningful State intervention when it is
Justified,

OPINION

Indian-American vote
sums up US outcome

Indian-Americans are
breaking from the
Democrats: A shift that
reflects America's new

political priorities

o Vice President Kamala

Harris, the Indian-Ameri-

can vobe should have been

o slam dunk. Her Indian

Ineritage seemved likea nat-

ural bridge to 4 commu-

ity with historieally strong Demo-
cratie thes, But this election revealed
asrprising skl in Indinn-American
layalties — a change thot ultimately
ﬂmlﬂhumllun!wwtlﬂ:\'klﬂy for
President-clect Donald Trump, The
story of Indian-Americans veflects
what's happening across America —
a reactlon to what many sce as a
Democratic focus on progressive
soclil agendas over practical con-
cerns ke economic stabllity,
national security, and family values.
A recent Carnegle Endowment
suirvey sanrkly ilustrotes this chang:
Ing alleglonce, From 2020 w 2024,
the percentage of Indlan-Americans
Identifying as Democruts dropped
from 56% to just 47%, while suppornt
for Trump surged from 22% (o 31%.
This shift is particularly pronounced

Instead, they're leading a genera-
tional realignment, pushing back
against Democratic palicies they foel
Hiwe drifted from core prioeties it
resonaie with them,
Indian-Americans, like many
across the Unived States (US), are
Increasingly uncasy with what they
roelve as the Democratie Party's
[xathon on progressive sodal issues
gmgﬂmllu.nw]l:-wlmmlpull—
os, Thelr Focus appears to priontlse
symbuolic Indusivity over pressing
Issues Ilke cconombc growth,
natlanal secarity, and I; anlﬁy cohe
sion. For n oo ity rocted in hard
work. educition nml Eaimnily
unity, this shift fecls 1lke a
departure fram the values
that have been central to
their success In America,
Adding to this sense of

aswamy and Vance's wike, coming

a rigorous process, Indian-Amerl-
cans generally support merit-based
Imimigraton but are wary of what
they see as the Democratic Party's
erbeni stanice on Hlegal inmigration.
Mumny walted years — sometimes doc-
adies — 1o gain legal setus and are
troubled by scelng people crossing
e borcler lbegally. n\‘:r\dn;rdu;:
socinl beneflls, and work perm s,
Additionally, the Democrats hove
|r|)cmmm leveraged the status of

MUMBAI
FRIDAY
NOVEMBER 08, 2024

ocrats s lacking resolve on global
securlly Issues, Natlonal security
lsn't theoretbeal [or Indian-Amerl-
cons with memories of terrorist
wttacks in India, nor for Americans
who vividly recall 811

Like the broader American elect-

N warkers stuck in i ,
fmmigration backl
push for cltzenship pmh-
ways for undocumented
immigrants. This frustration
is shared by many Ameri-
cans who believe in a fair,

disconnect |s  Harris Vivek lvwful process and feel that
approach to her herltage, the current approach under-
Unlike candidutes e vivek. VAW hese principles.

Ramaswany, who has Further allenaig Indian-

embraced his Hindu iden-

thy, or Vice President designate JD
Vance, s devout Chrstian whose wike
Is proudly Hindu. Harris has often
distanced hersell from the Indian-
Amerlean community and her
mother's religion, Many Indian-
Americans, whe had hoped lor a
deeper cultural conncction from
someone with shared roots have

Americans s the Biden
adiministration’s alignment with lib-
eral Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trixleau on issues related W pro-
Ehallstan separatists, For Indian-
Americans with close tes o India,
e US adimindstration’s stance on
groups critieal of Indin's sovercignty
= groups that have been linked to
alriine bornbings and thousands of

orate, Indi

matic volers who value
sodutions over divisive rhetarie, The
Demaogratic Party’s emphosls on
Diversity, t%uh}' and Im‘lum[nFll
policies, whil

divisive rhetoric "

wis nominated, 1 even twected,
“With a Black/indian woman as a
potentlal president. all | can say is
that she had me at hello” But the
sentiment didn'e last, and | coukdn’t
Deing mryself to support Harris n the
clections — because | consider patr
otism, ecanomic opportunity, and
persanal freedam (o be maore than
tlking pobnts — they are core vahse,
We want leaders who champlon
these values in action. nok just words,

With [over 4.8 mil-

rabied concerns within the commu-
nity, For many Indian-Americans,
DEl is seen s sidelining n!mlhil

Hion and concentrations in key battle
ground states, Indian-Americans ane
an Increasingly influential const tu-

issues Hke
?ublit sallety, and education in

vt of [ty locused (ntlatives.
This semtiment 10T un lgue I.olntll~
an-A . America

ency in fu dlections. Both partfes
have recognised this, rampng up
thelr outrench, But the Democratic
Parry now faees o eritleal challenge:

g wlth n com mainity that

country feel disilusioned by o w:l.ul
agenda thal seems W prioritise iden-
mnnul meritand pracical compe-

'Inri_r every Indisn-American 1

know, especlally those in technology.
his been rethinking thelr politieal

was once a bedrock of suppon.
Token representition won't sullloe;
Inelian-Americans, like all Ameri
cans, demand leaders who will
nddress thelr real, everyday con-
cerne,

among yoanger Indian-American

men, who might have been expected
\

b«-n nl.lw|?nl|u-d [Harris'a) |\prm—n

culiral

o rally around Harris's I

4 by loadors Bl
by Rarme

How Bibek Debroy was
different from his peers

wits, Khush Singh wrote o
famous syndicated weekly column
teled. With malice rowards one and all, It
win hall mscking and sell-depreenting. bl
hugely popular for |1 soclal commentary,
He was a gendal Sikh who suffered no fools
and did nod heaitate to call a spade o spadie,
He died in 2014 at the age of 99, His col-
umnn s title comes bo mind while writing this
tribute to Bibek Debroy, who died on
lembul lat the much younger age of 65,
oould be impish in his writing, cous-
llr |Il is words, withering in his dressing
down, but never malicious. much like
Klshwani Singh. Used bo calling a spade o
spade, Debroy sometimes didi't care o sal-
ten his words which then would be hurthul
o the reciplent. As o Sanskrit scholar,
surely, he wis aware of the aphorism. Sae
i Dray, privam bruyat, id bruya sor-
yiem apriyany, L speak the troth, speak
pleasant (things), but aveld speaking
unpleasant truths.
Debroy might have rebuatted that
while truth can be bitter. it also
cures, Was he then speaking
unpleasant truths fo help son oul
the unpleasantness in India's soci-

ournalist, author, lawyer, diplomat,
J and one of India's most lrreverent

ety? Or In our policles® Ar other Ajit
Ranade

times, though, he chose o be
silent. This became evident in the
st ok hien he

humikity that e admined his ervors without
any hesitation, at beast to his fricnds.

Of course, he and his office did express
eritlelam of Incia’s statistcal systeim and its
Insdequacies, or s contrarian view of taxing
agricaliural income.

Debroy's brilliance, scholarahip, and
Bucidity in articulation were never in doubt,
Anel & streak of Impulsiveness ton, which

bly mellowed in Innuyrﬂn A ﬁ‘nm

H|Ilr|sl — focls like a botrayal of
d values, This sentiment cchoes
amarg Americans who see the Dem-

XI JINPING

<
A\ stable, he
China-US re

stance because of these shifting pri-
oritics, Personally, | have always
voied Democrat, and when Harris

Wik Wadkova is CIO,
Vionly Béoscirnrs,
The views exgatensad are persanal

althy and sustainable
ationship is in the

common interest of both countr

Washington and Beijing 1
communication
and manage diffe

strength

ed Lo

Eruw,hluwn‘uﬂrw.u
sidered to bea polential Nuhﬂluumhe. !ul
the story goes that he chose toabandon his
PhD aver differences with his external
examiner, rther than persevere and adjust.
This sendlency manifested later in life in his
Impetuous exit in J05 from th r!hélvﬁm-
dhi Instituie for Conterporary Studies,
whiere, as fnte would have [t he spent the
longest tenure in his multifaceted career.
His Nrst real job on retuendog w ndla
from Cambridge was as facully at the
Gokhale Institute of Polities and Economics
iy the sylvan surroundings in Punc. He was
assigned a role In the East Euro-
jpean studies group, and his early
popers were an the economic sys-
tems of Communist countries.
Pune, he discovered the Bh
darkar Oriental Research Institute,
Just acrass the romd from Gokhale
Tnstitute, which od material
Fr  lifelong passion for the study
ol ancient Sanskril texes, In another

silent on some economic ssucs,

After all, e was the chalrman of the Eco-
nemie Advisory Council to the Prime Minds-
lcr for the past SCVED YEOrS. Sul‘rl'_l mm-

favelul twist, he returned (o
Gokhale Institute 40 years later a8 its chan-
ecllar.

Last year, he was invited (o give o talk not
but on “An lst’s jour-

gmwmnl # Lam told that within llwgwnm
mant, dissent is kept srietly internal. How
then does one speak ruth o power, when
you chalr o high-profile councll? Only
behind closed doors, clearly,

Recenily, taking advantage of our long
Tebenilahigs, | el the boldness so sk Debroy
whether e had to ever speak publicly
aggalnst his conselence. He admited he had
and tald me the context, Since he 18 no
more, | eannot share the details publicly in
this column. but only to say that this was
poasibly ome of the rare occasions when he
was under such pressure and acqulesced.
Otherwise, he was known to be stubborn
and independent-minded, who could not
cusily be defeated in argument. let alone
brow-beaten. It is also a testimony to his

ney through theeples”, This was a remarka-
ble oration, frank, forceful, and | nspiring.
The sheer vedunse of hls work, tramsladons
ol ephcs and other wxts, |8 incredible, He Is
anly one of two authors who have managed
o translate ihe unabridged Makabharata
and Ui Ramayana into English.

Incidentally, his Indology wiiting began
with the Mahabharata at the Centre For Pol-
Iy Research, where he spent slx yeors. In
2004, he recovered mirnculously from a
heart attack, This was likea renewed lease
an life that he used lor prolific output, In
Fater years, one sonsed more serenity, a sof:
tening and detachment. An article written
Four deys before his death revealed a kind of
premonition of the final exit,

Deseribing Bibek Debroy Ina sentence |s
near ble. An output of writin tufll

A owtput of wirthog s iwo lifetimes,

scholarship wcross diverse and disparaie
generous v frlends, and o sest for

Nifie, which endied loo soon L]

mwo Hfetimes, scholarship across dive

and disparate lelds, a mnnulau-uru”wd
and clasical music, un insatiable carkosiy,
generous to friends, and o zest for life,
which ended too soon. Yel. there were
naptmorrlnpmmullulmmmmmu

Dllc of Maharashtra's wwering personall-
tles of the past century was PR Atre, who
provided witelage 1o an early asplrant and
later Eamsous playwright, Vijay Tendullar, In
s tribute, Temdullkar cancludes: “Des pite
my choseness, [ still don't know this versatile
man and he remaing an enigma.” These
lines fit Bibek Debray oo, gen lus in many
WilH, B FENARSANGE man. Whose writings on
economics and bn did great service o
the nation, but who also remained hidden
and sikent in crucial wi

Goodbyce, dear 1r|.\11?!

.\m lanudc wu:,n-mnnr_v wioe chapaeller,
Goktabe lastirine of Pefitics and Bowonmics,
The vhews oxpesidl dre porsonal

Why the spirit of RG Kar
protests must be kept alive

il tormarrow be what we would
Whoe It 10 e aftey the G Kar Med-
lul Lullcgr and Hoapital
CH ) rape-muarder? Aller
ul.ltLuulslhb pu:mr: erlme o remind us
ol our duty Lo protest agalnst what we shoukl
mok see hnvmlln;in wﬂur

uputlmltu peivate hospital, stated the party
spukesperson

thnrmwmltt' i Ny overT et Impl—
tals. Instruments necessary for diagnoss of
varkous discases are unaval labic o wre often
non-functional. Directing o patient (o go o
wnother hcupltll where such instruments e

passibily in many mm;uh:; i steeped in

I sunely app
wrm ir the mabdl Implul f=n pﬂwn nmz Ta

corription. b
of  few bring I money from

o] i

s the g Ihnl st adequat oy

aportlonof which s of

Thospitals. The spakes

the party in power. This king of dirty
msoney paves the path o toleranee of corrupt
practices. And Sen it snowballs, os more and

thist the in
specilic dingnostic centres, Falrmnu;m Ia
duclur ina mnnn:m hospital indulges in

more corrupt practices and ]
eniter thee system. Extortion from medical stu-
dents to avold being marked as “falled” in
exuminations (actual performance notwith-
standinggd, “out money” from purchases, com-
mlmlmloulw i supply of fike dmpmhm—
[ltaks, d '
womien, bribes for allocating hosplil beds o
patients, and m such helnous
wcts are overbooked for @ share of e
Toot. When questioned, the powers
thit b Fedgn | gnonamee,

“Thiiz e few §8 b stand up and
protest ngainst oll this if ancther

refermals o obtain
kickbacks, the. mmmum shokd punish the
doctor, But. not all diagnastic cemtres provide
services of uniform quality, The govemnment
Thas toensure thit the quality of service pro-
wided b8 undform. without which o doctor has
o cholce bt 1o |rﬁulrnlmml.o:dl.wmuc
centre that provides reliable resuls.

The junbor doctors ended thelr
progest becouse of requests rom the
parenis of the }nuﬂﬁzﬂm o wis
e wnd kilbed. Hours before thoy
etaidee] thielr protest, their repeescnli-
Eves were calbed by the West Benjgal

RGEMCH-type incident s to be Partha P chiel minister (CM) to discuss thiir
avoidod. With this erime, we roalised Majumder  demands, The meeting was
that corruption is not confined o streamed live. Some dem; were
only o sigle medical institution, but relited (o s thal were sub judice
finfects the entine health system now. and hence not discussed. Many of
The junior doctars, fHered the worst tadning to the
of it. initiated the protests — grieving for a uflhcﬂdﬂ;vnnd mrﬁyutdumrsruullu!
youing murdened peer, Appalled by the crime  in some, albeit little, comvengence between the
and the skeletons that kept tumbling out of and the doctors, [ o
the cuphoards afser the initlation of a probe  the demands InIT‘pnwl' the ease and trans-
by the Central Burcau of Investgation. the  parency cltisens o the heakh cone

civil soclety jolned. The doctors werit on an
ndhelinive fast, Msting 10 demands that could
i the corrupt health systenm (o some exient,
Thousands of people marched (n tens of
maire hes across Uhe eountry supporting e
demnnads of the junbor doctors, The party in
[powe, thin a AT on, rkied courr
Aer-cldrms el demuncled an end o the upris
fingg, without success,

system did not result in any concrete deck
shos, Overadl, the CM did ot serlously oom-
bt et e Justifed demands of the doe
ftors. Much time was spent discussing the
Tl standing of msny commitiees and ther
decialons, even though the constiution and
decisions of these committees followed the
narms of the National Med ical Commission.

)mwc For the sain doctor and (e remaln-

A 13point b Tk 1 thrust

forward as a counter 1o the protests, The
charter, of course, merits seriows consldera-
thon. But, the ruling party must also realise
that many of these demands can be met

implementing discipline for government

ity of implementation rests with the govern-
ment. In govermment hospitals, the doctors
must deal with an enormous quantum of
pressure, which olten stems from unfilled
positions. Indeed, the junior doctors have
demndal the NNng of these positlons. No
doctor b a governemient hosplial should direct

g e o s of the juribor d it
e cheliwumedd. The civil sosclety st mot waver
im Its suppaort, On October 6, protesters sang
Na mos moverian (We shall not be moved) by
Joar Bz, Wee should continue to sing Unidos
et fa lucha, no ros moverdn (United In the
figght, we shall not be moved), Only then we
can see what we wish 1o see lomormow,

Purifa P Majumndier bs National Schence Chalr
(Schennific Excelieroe, Sckenoe amf Eryraotring
Board. Gavernment of fnla, and distiguishal

profesm. Joke C Mariin Cenire for Liver Resarrch

P
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Over-regulation pitfalls

Too many and too frequent guidelines can
make industry and investors nervous

NDIA'S FINANCIALSECTOR regulators have donean impressive job
in keeping Lhmgs in arder in the broader ma rketa The prul:l]em is

that sometimes the fine line b r
tion gets blurred. Take the recent prupusal of the bEcu rities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) that asset cor jes(AMCs)

should dEFlL‘J}' money raised through new fund offers [N FDJ within 30
business days of allotment. This is nitpicking, at best. If one goes by Sebi's
own data, out of 647 NFOs, an overwhelming 603 deployed the money
before 30 days,and 98% (63 3) did it within 60 days. One wonders if anew
rulewas required for just 2%, Worse is the proposal that if the fund house
does not comply, it will not be allewed to raise more funds, There are many
other such proposals, like expenses of a fund needs to be paid from the
scheme and not from the AMCs’ balance sheet, This can lead to a lot of
problems. Ina situation where an index fund raises avery small amount,
say just T10 lakh, the AMC finds itself between the devil and deep sea.
Asthereisa cap on expenses, it will be unable to pay the index provider
from the scheme, But it cannot pay from the balance sheet eithera_l. that
will be aviolation of regulations resulting inwarnings and g ies. Even

HE COMNCEPT OF “delist-
ing" securities, as the word
suggests, allows publicly
traded companies  to
remove thelrsecurities from
being listed on stock exchanges, either
voluntarily or by regulatory mandate. It

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

® TOWARDS VIKSITBHARAT

Union commerce & industry minister Piyush Goyal

Achieving Viksit Bharat's vision involves transforming
India into a developed nation that needs the engineering
fraternity to demonstrate their commitments towards resilient
supply chains and high-quality production of goods along with
collective commitment towards a sustainable future

© STREAMLINING SECURITIES
DELISTING REVAMP: SEBI'S NEW EXIT STRATEGY PROVIDES FOR SMOOTHER TAKE-OFF

From roadblocks to runways

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing partner, Finsec Law Advisars

signifies a fon from
being publicly traded to becoming pri-
vately held, by providing an exitroute to
its existing shareholders.

While the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) had put in place
an elaborate delisting process with the
Sebi (Delisting of Equity Shares) Reg-
u lations, 2021 (Delisting Regulatlons]

delisting rather

the rules under the “skin in the game guid.elmes for liquid schemes are
quite tough. Sebi 1 the fund will have toinvest 200
of the post-tax salary in the scheme, but it has also set a deadline for
redemption after three years, which leads tounnecessary taxation. At the
same time, the fund manager has to make fresh investments in the same
scheme in the same month, It might make more sense to consider old
investments for re-investment like other schemes and defer the tax lia-
bility. Of course,even the number — 20%of take-home salary — is debat-
able, While a C10 or CEO, who is responsible for all schemes, will see this
200% divided among both debt, equity, and other asset classes, imagine
the plight of a junior liquid fund managerwhowill see his entire amount
being invested in a low-return liquid scheme.,

Tobesure, Sebi alone is not guilty of this micromanagement. Even the
Reserve Bank of India seems to be falling into the same trap, After removy-
ing caps on interest rates and stipulating that monthly repayments
should not exceed 500 of borrowers'incomes in the case of microfinance
institutions (MFls) in 2022, it has changed its stance and started penal-
ising them for charging "usurious rates”. Banks charge as much as 35-
40% on credit cards, whl:h doesn’t seem to be catching lhE mgu]alur’s
attention. Wh dable that the banlki
about MFIs' unl:lddl.ecl growth and rising lepaymenl stre.s it need not
necessarily be due to high interest rates, Surely there are other ways to
handle this; for Examp]e Emud ng that 1004 of MFI books have to be
insured or making lifficult. Instead, it has almost put
anentireindustryin the dock — mmelhlng thatisalreadyaffecting con-
sumption, Thisis not to say that both the regulators don't have their hearts
in the right place, but constant micro-management not only unsettles
the industry, but it also scares new entrants.

Does Nvidia's CEO dream
of electric androids?

OMEOFTHE. bl Bvidia Corp recent fi devel-
I d theend. thecm'psimt’ i levent, r‘l:dln i

te jacket,ChiefEx i

ofalarge screen dlsplaylnga oW nfhumanmd mbats str:ught out n&'a ]"I\IIIp K Dick

nu\veLAﬁerz om b -high robots

of! .:vw‘am RI D2 waddled enurtlngheepgand

‘I‘I\Ls is the business Huang has been talking up for much of 2024, what hehas
framed as Al's next wave. Robots will bring Al that “understands the laws of
Ehy!lcs and hnw to interpret the world, he told Jim Cramer earlier this year. All

e, and the products that are robotic"Billions"
of humanoid robots will be shipped in the cnmlng years, Huang has said,

Hawing captured one of the most lucrative markets in recent tinves for chips
that can train and run generative Al systems, | Huang has been talking up three
otherareas he' ing for potential g el pquantum
computing, and robots. Youcould argue H uang doesn't need to be thinking about
new markets given the staggering profitability of his Al chip business. Nvidia
earned more than § 16 billion in net income for the second quarter, up nearly
170% from the previous year,

But such a heavily concentrated business is risky. If Nvidia's handful of cus-
tomers stop buying Al chips, or start developing their own, or If Al computing
demands change in some way, Nvidia suddenly looks vulnerable. Al chip demand
might seemn insatiable now, but it won't be forever.

Ome rumaour doing the rounds among chip firms has
been that Nvidia will build its own robots from the

ground up. The idea is that it could take advantage of its
awen’u «chips, known as graphics processing units
GPUs),and the tools it already sells to developers tobuild
its own robots. More than 100 robotics firms including
SiemensAG and Boston Dynamics Inc.are using Nvidia's
Isaac suite of software tools and AL models to test robot
applications.
Building the chips, the software and hardware for

PARMY

ven the b

rocess in the reverse book building
F REE) mechanism. The ald dellgtmg

lowerthantheb

appears to be fair and P itis

dbyah orswho

cartelise and ensure the failure of delist-

ing, hurting the genuine investor who
ined an attracti i

chih dythis

under the earlier fi k. Nnb\:, the

firm holding investments in listed or
unlisted companies or holding assets
other than such investments. Since there
was no separate framewark for delisting
THCs, thisled tothe equity shares of a listed
[HC being traded at a discount compared
to the true value of its investments in
listed and unlisted firms. Consequently,
thefloorpriceset underthe Delisting Reg-
u]atmng often did not reflect the true
i of thesel nent

counter price cannot be less than the
higher of either (a) the volume welghted
average price  of the shares

i inth eas; or(b)

through the Dellstinh Amendment by
providing listed firmswith an alternative
to delisting through a fixed price mecha-
nism (FPM). Underthe FPM,acquirerscan
set a fbced dellstlng prl.ce at least 15%

norms have often left
trapped with speculative hid.ding and

st accept the
equity shares ‘tendered by the pu‘bllc
if  the

indicative price, if any. These revised
mnorms are likely to better safeguard pub-
i i

successful delisting hyualluwing the
acquirers to negotiate more effectively
with sharehalders

Another significant change has been

With the Delisting Amendment, [HCs
now have an alternate delisting route,
Howingth nder-
lying listed firms to public shareholders
propertionally after cash payments for
unlisted investments and other assets.
Thiswillbe followed bya schene of selec-
tive capital reduction to extinguish the
public shareholding in IHCs in terms of
provisions of the Companies Act, 2013,
However, only [HCs with at least 75% of
their fairvalue in direct investments in
listed firms can opt for this alternative,
Sabi's newly implemented delisting
refmms mark a transformative step

Ienses in [ndlas capna] markets. Tlve

artificial inflation of the exit price. themethod of determining

Toaddress these inefficiencies, Sebi,on acquirer’s post-offer share- - the floar price which is no
Septmxberzshamdmedm&hllmhzt halding along with the ten- The improved longer required tobe com-
Ing of Equity dered sh h pmdictability of puted in the context of an
ulations, 2024 [Llellstlngamendmenl} the issued share capital of the delisting open offer as opposed to
The d\anses are aimed at reducing fric- that class, Unlike the REE ill inspi duringwlumarydelisthas
tion in the delisting process, offering method, this mechanism s PFOC@5s will Inspire ebi now pa-
acquirers more flexibilityand ensuring  likely to offer greater trans- confidence among nles to use the adjusted

fair outcomes for ghamhnlchrs
Prioerothe Delisti the

assetsasakey

parency and price certainty both
¥ A Far

s
In setting the

exit price for voluntary delisting was
determined exclusivelythrough RER, 'J'he

Y 'R SF
bidding and inflated exit

and i

ﬂwrpﬂce msunng share-

transactions and enhance the efficiency
of market exits without compromising
investor interests, The improved pre-
dlcta‘bll]tyoftlve delisting pwcegg will
i

prices, It will also reduce

holders

ice was set based on bids sub
shareholders, benchmarked against a
floor price or an indicative price. The
indicative price is the upfront price
declared by the acquirer, which must be
higher than the floor price, Since the

ofavolu

usually followed by increased uolatlllty
and activity in the trading of the com-
pany’s scrip (given that the exit pricewas
earlier determined by the REE process).a
group of bidders acting together could
shoot up theexit price, causing the delist-
B Whilal

RER

funds for the offer in adlvam:e, thereby
streamlining the delisting process,
The stringent conditions under the
older delisting norms meant that. zﬂ]I'.I‘E
r

ionaligned withth intrinsic

value. The floor price will be calculated
based on a reference date, which shall
now be that of the initial public
announcement and not the date on
which the exchanges are notified of the

reached apost: f 90

board meeting: g pro-

— athreshold that frequentlyledto failed

delisting attempts. With the Delisting
Amendment, Sebi has reduced the
requirement to 7 5%, provided at least
5096 of the public shareholding is ten-
dered, Sebi has also revised the norms for

th ica whichcould natbe

osal This chang o miti-
gates theriskof abnormal trading activ-
ity and will align the floor price more

accuratelywith market conditions,
The new norms also introduce a con-
dellsting ofan imvest-

ment Tolding mmpan}rll}IE] AnTHCisa

among both promos-
ergand Investors, balancing ease of exit
with protection for minerity sharehold-
ers.Co isting can
also foster moee [POs by reassuring firms
‘that exiting the market, when nacessary,
will ot be overly cumbersone or costly.
‘With these reforms, Sebi has aligned
India’s delisting norms with global stan-
dards,pavllgme wayy for more mhust effi-

clent,and bal

Co-autfored with Napneeta
Shankar and Pragya Garg,
associates, Finses Law Ad visors

Industrial cities, parks key to Viksit Bharat

The government, large businesses and MSMEs can
partner in speeding up development of industrial
cities and parks to generate economic activity

DHANENDRA KUMAR

Chairman, Competition Advisony Services India LLP [COMPAD)

WHILE COUNTRIES COMPETE for
leadership in artificial intelligence and
other critical technologies, manufactur-
ing remains crucial for economic
fmwth, especially for countries like

ndia where job creation and greater
exports are urgent, India’s ambition of
Vikait Bharat@ 2047 isions trans-

work of industrial parks and special eco-
nomic zores such as Shenzhen has been
critical to th try's trar

ment Programme (NICDF) which entails
am investrment of 28,602 crore to boost

The US' development of regional indus-
trial clusters, particularly in tech (Silicon
Valley)and automative (earlier in Detroit)
industries, spurred lnnnvatlam and sus-

the ing sector, The govern-
ment seeks to develop these as "smart
cities”, aiming to position India as a
glohal manufacturing and investment
hub. The NICDPis projected to generate

forming the nation inte a §30-trillion
economy, For equitable growth, India's
per capita income will also need to rise
from $2,392 1o §18,000.,

The government has been formulat-
ing policies to transform India inte a

ndi

its lal hubs, Germany

infrastructure to support its world- c'lass
manufacturing sector. Drawing from
these experiences, a focus on industrial

,upto 1l million
direct and 3 mllhnn lndlrect jobs, con-

tres and innovation hubs, which can fur-
ther collaborate with MSMEs and start-
ups. Cong] rates can also di their
resaurces to help develop the infrastruc-
ti ytocreate envi-
ronment fior businesses,

An example of promising the growth
of MSMEs through industrial cites is
Vedanta chairman Anil Agarwal's recent

tributing develop-
ment of regions.
The NICDP focuses on 11 corridors

thenational

corridors and parks can help spur eco-
nomic transformation.

like Make in I;Eia, production-linked
incentives, PM Gati Shaktl National
Master Flan, and reforms like the goods
and services tax and the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code have created a sup-
portive ecosystem,

The development of industrial clus-
ters, parks, and corridors with integrated
state-level policies is meant to revolu-
tlrmlge]arge Industries, often acting as

tfc icro,small, and

th i sstrialcitiesinits

to set up two industrial
jparks, one foraluminium and the other for
i dsikver. Both i

a not-for-profit basis. The smu;; plans to
acquire-1,500 acres, preferablywithin 50
kmn of its major operations in Rajasthan
and Odisha, Considering the critical role
ofthe lai i from
renewable energy and electronics to dri-
ving sustainability, such clusters can act

mdlumemerpﬂse-s (MSMEs).
Industrial corridors like the Delhi-
Chennal-

nalogy“stack"behind s uch machines, How might that

OLSON

Eengal.uru Industrial Corridor are Laying

benefit Nvidia? In theory, it could develop all th
#loamberg ponentsin tand that theywark seamlesslywith one
another,allowingth build the best robots on

the market in much the sameway Apple doeswith p‘hames.ﬁlat's the idea anmyway.
In practice,building robots would be a terrible idea. Antitrust regulators would

for integrated industrial
ecosystems, bringing together trans-
portation, logistics, and techno-produc-
tion hubs. Theywill helpimprove connec-
tivity between urban and rural centres,

The Indi is domi by vicinity and atlract investments. For
MEMEs. According to official instance, Ather Energy
data, they contributed 309 PR announced plans to invest
o Todis GDP in FY23, Industrial cities 104 € 00 crore In
Besides, MSME-specified  and corridorscan  Maharshira's Chhatrapati
products accounted for a provid ial which will
whopping 45.79% of the i act as an anchor project for
countly's iotalexporisasor  Infrastructure,  SLIIIL Y cirypaflklderL
May. The cumulative ~ "esources,and Ty, corridors in Andhra
employment generated by markets for MSMEs  Pradesh will have multiple
MSMEs registered with the  e—  industrial cities that are

from July 2020 expected to attract invest-
w]u]y 2024 stood at 20,39 crore. In fact, ments from textile, apparel, automaobile,
India’s goal of Viksit Bharat hinges onthe pharmaceutical, and electronics manu-

growth and success of MSMEs, [nd.ugma]

facturing companies.
The pri | ribute

cities and corridors provid

infrastructure, resources, and markets for
MSMEs Additionally, MSMEs canbenefit
from logistics, warehousing, and tmns

o mali‘sins the government’s vision.
Established businesses and conglomer-
abescanheanchurswlthlnﬁnrlndusn'hl

cities, whichwill h MSMEs and

portation facilities which
chain efficiency and nzduce the costand

nther mmpames to set up operations

umol ¥

-
thataimstocapitaliseopportunities Inthe
downstream value chain,

Industrial cities offer an immensa
opportunity to pave the next phase of
India's growth. Corporate entities need to
take the lead, creating a nultiplier effect
to accelerate industrial growth and eco-
nomic transformation. Union commerce

rainister Piyush Goyal expects manyfirmsa

He.mr_'emlilclted the example. m’lap.an&e

automajor Toyota's investment in Samb-

hajinagar,one of the 12 industrial cities,
Together the government, Large busi-

pm‘ba‘blybeallaverhlvl.dla sefﬂnnsgwenitsdnmlmnoeinn[chies.ﬁlecnm]:any stlmulatlngregiunal develop and nesses, andMSMEscanpannerinsPeed-
alsolacks th | facturing expertise yo i ic {: i funtlnulng its focus on industrial mllla.rysemces rawmaterials and logis-

hardware And |||mp|ns Into the business would gnaw deeply into its fat profit Similar T dopted in China, p thecahinet tics, enabling the entire ecosystem to and p:uks gmmatl.ngemnnmlc activity
margins,which swelled to 55.30%: in the third quarter, the US, andGem\anyhm}d;el.dedspec lighited 12 new industrial cf Imzundmrju flourish Th and cont ofbacom-

“Nvidia is more focused on creating new markets for their chips than building
robots themselves,” says David Reger, CEO of Germany's NEURA Robotics, who
added that partnering with large manufacturers made more sense,

Huang has described himself asa "market maker, not a market taker”, sotheidea
of fighting other robotics firms over a nascent market might not even appeal to
him on a personal level, But framing yourself as a platform hub for newfangled
technolagy comeswith challenges oo Arm Holdings Flc, the British chip designer
whuge instr re found in most y,pagltlmdnselfimle

ol beatmgheartm’ hiel of things | b
that"j revolution, ]nslead it struggled over several years to sell the necessary soft-
ware to manufacturers like Robert Bosch GmbH to make good on itsvision. It has
since pivoted to ﬁamlng itselfas cenml ] the nex‘tPhase in the Al boom.

Tolits credit, N\rldla 'h astoundi;

Huang ing graphics cards K of the Al revolution
'by becoming. emrynne?s mnml partner, not their competitor, For robotics, the

book sh Dor’t build thebodies but bulld the brains
and tools that Mrynne else’s robots can't live without. The profits from that
endeavour probablywon't match today's Al gold rush, but when that boom cools,
Nvidia may be glad it plugged itself into robots too,

RM.|.Reg. Mo, 4188761 Frinted far the praprietars, Thie Indian Exprass () Ltd by Vaidehi Thakar at The indian Express (7] Ltd Press, Flot No, EL-208, TTC industrial Area, Mahaps, Navi

Editorial & Administrative Offices: Mafatlal Centre, th lacr, Ramnath Goerka

tacullar results. For instance, China's net-

National Industrial Corridor Develop-

HE EDITOR

Ahistoric victory

President-elect Donald Trump and the
L% are made for each other, or so it
seems from the scale of his victory. it
says & lot mone about American
society than it doas about the
President-elect himsef, Trump's
strong showing in the battle for the
White House cannot be entirely
attributed to the Republican
demagogue successfully playing an
people's economic worries and fears

, Mariman Primt, Mumbai 400021 Phone: 22022427/47440000. Chairman of the Board: , Editor:

ofunchecked immigration,
disregarding his personality cult and
spell over more than half of the
electorate, We do not know what
Trump's second innings in the White
House halds in store for the US and
theworld. If Trump goes ahead

with the mass deportations of
undocumented immigrants,
imposing high tariffs an imported
goods triggering trade wars, and &
natiorwide ban on abortion, cheos

an isolationist foreign palicy will bear

on the dynamics of gecpalitics.
—G David Milton, Manuthancode

Tackling food inflation
The Reserve Bank of India governor
recently assured that inflation is likely
to decrease by Decembes, raising
hopes that the repo rate might also
drop, which would increase cash flow
in the market and boost spending. In
this context, it's warth considering

ing Viksit Bharat.

commaodities can impact the repo
rate. Increasing the number of cold
storage facilities and building large
warehouses near production areas
wiould nat only reduce food wastage
bbut also protect farmers. from
middlemen. Such initiatives would
stabilise the livelihoods of farmers,
suppart low-income households,
and boost market sentiment.
——Amarjeet Kumnar, Hazasibagh

i
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will ensue, Towhat extent he follows if the price changes of these @it to us at feletters@expressindia.com
Fatlal Cantre, Tth o, ka Marg, Mariman Bint, Humbal 400021
Editar (Mumizail: Joyds des PRE Act)
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Delhi needs to learn how
to work with Trump’s US

eservatbons had been expreased during his long and successful canipaign
over Mr Donald Trump's unpredictable character, his convictions for
felarry, his Hking for autocrats and his ftneas for the offiee of the President
the United States, It bs not with a modicum of fear over a secorsd Trom
term poasibly sowing global valatility that the world has looked on at his -
umphant meareh back to the White House,

“Truth o tel], the world will have to learn to live with Tromp's America and India
15 one country in Aska that would be looking forward to that in the belief that the
benefits could outwedgh the challenges while expecting soome reliel from the cen-
seious eyebrow-ralsing ways of the liberals over India's patchy Invalvemnent with
Canada over Sikh separat Inlsmslﬂnm theve,

The warmth and of the T Modi velations
marked their ties in his first weem could define how the tﬁgn and whether l‘hell'{
will continue iy endorse cultivating India as a counterweight to Beljing. It i akso a
m}t of diplomatic Ills:crly that India's anwmsll.S, with a an us

et in place has invariably been warmer than with a Democrat in the White
House, but only after the cawstic Richard Nion era,
Iasuses are bownd tocvop up given Mre Trump's pronouncements during his testos-

If Trump's US, fired terane-laced mmﬁl againat a woman candidate in
by an anti-Chl

lamala Harris, everyone, especially Ching, s
ina  expecting a trade war to break oul over tarifs that
seem inevitable, India too will be farced to deal with
Mr Trump If his reglme does impose tarlffs as he
aftens threatened to do when quoting the Harley
& [ayidson bike episode,

Mlegal immigration, the most aggressive part of My
Trump’s campaign, 18 certain o u:f up as Indians
canatitute a filr number who risk tking the Mexioo
route, But that, as Mr Tromp himself will know, s
not something Mr Modi's povernment can do much
abaul.llndlg'n cmlins will be more l“tllm'w mr}-
servative thee H-UH visa prooess may et in his presi-
den.eyan Indin's export of IT brains 18 integral o s

manufacturing or
assembly lines

status as an [T-enabling
India would be hn[:lng mmlim Its cantinuance as & strategic partner of the US
i derive bene favourable visa programme for genuine skil ‘Kers
andl, of conrse, a more liberal 1S appeoach o visas for Indian students whose pres-
ence 18 an econamic foree for the hoat country, Transfer of high technology t sus-
tain Indka's status as a defence materials buyer and partner weuld also be an olijec-

gwn mniermmm ties,

uenp's LS A, fired by an anti-Ching sentiment, moves along a curve of aggres
abon o Be Im:rade Irsidla e hope ot only to suffer bess from high tariffs that
may ;'pec target Chinese 5 boust also to bersefit froam sna:\mul’acmnlu,
or assembly lines mnvlng o India fmm aut af Ching as seen in the case of Apple

India has made progress as an ativactive investment destination and increased
FDI is something the country always hapes to get as much as active Fils bringing
n money o sustain its stock markets that have moved up to vecord levels in the
paat-Covid years, That will not change because of the election result that may have
been fuelled h{  peaple tired of oversess imbroglics, illegal cross border migration
nd an excessive pandering to “woke" seniiments.

Focus on J&K statehood, not 370

e resolution passed by Jammu and Kashmir Assembly on
T\o\ednenday seeking special atatus for the Union territory and the one

moved in the house on Thuraday calling for the restoration of Article
70 and Articke B5A of the Conatitution reflect politieal expediency and one-
upmanship by the parties not exactly contribute to the penuine
demand for the restoration of its statehood,

There are many in Jammu and Kashmir, and the country at large, who
are opposed to the unilateral decisions of the Unlon government o a
gate mcl.e 470, divide the state into two Unidon terr itories and strip hoth
af | There was wid to the process the govern-
ment adepted — it steamrolled all Oppoaition views, threw parliamentary
etiquette to the winds, made the state an open jail and put all these who
oppesed the government's polnt of view behind bars. While this cannet be
reversed, there is pressing need for the restoration of statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir, Prime Minister Navendra Modi and Union home minister
Amit Shah are on record committing themselves to fulfilling this demand;
in faet. the Undon government has assured the Supreme Court that it will
do the samme,

Omar Abdullah, Jammuo and Kashmir's fivst elected chief miniater after
Arthels 370 was abrogated, sounded very competent and pragmatic when
he said that he did not expect the NDA government to all that it has
done o the state but there would be no compromise on the lasue of state
hood. True, the government resolution did net call for Article 370 to be
returned to the Conatitution and asked nu]{{nr a apecial status but it did
give the BJP an :ﬂnﬂum:{‘m ery foul. The second resolution will anly
embolden the hardliners in New Dellsi.

The political parties in Jammu and Kashmir must thelr priorities
right and ensure that thelr posturing does not undermine their own legit-
imate demands,
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As Trump returns, can he

end key global cont

Syed Ata Hasnain

merkea’s  onee
ani future
Preaident  ap-
pears to have
uidone  him-
self in Juls Iatest and most
apectaeular achisvement,
The experienced leader
tlm.lmh: 18, I'mslﬂnnl-eleg
Dioradd Trump i8 expect
to hit the ground running,
Rally on his favourite
suliject — the aveidance of
war, There are two areas
i which much af the
strategle  community is
mmegnam)y looking “r\ )
the potential effect af the
veturn of Donald Tromp to
the helm of the US leadee-
nl\:rr. These are Ukeaine
the Middle East,
Including the Iran-larael
standedl. How does this
Lok from a Trump podnt of
wiew knowing that he is
sceptical of any WS
Involvement in interna-
lets and prefiers
diplomacy over military
imtervention. Mr Trump's
record in forelgn palicy in
his flest tevm was consid-
ered nothing more than
ervatie, although quite a
few innovations did take
le. particularly m the
diddle East. With that
Experienoe, e now meets o
world that is en five,

Om Ukraine, Mr Trump
his made it known that the
war between Russin and
Ukraine might never have
bappensd W he  was
President.  His  mesting
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in
Mew baz: September
2024 was mudlaL hl.1l b dlicl
menthon the nesd for the
Eurapean nations to chip
in with maore aid
Ukrnine, Mr Tromp's first
administration had pro-
wiled military ald  to
Ukraine, but ad also
Faced criticlam for indtially
withholding it. During the
Zelenskyy meeting, Mr
Trump refterated his
of ending the war, stat
Ml bnd; want to see tJ\
end, and we both want to
see @ fair denl mads"
However, viee-preaident-
eloot JD, Vanoe has pro-

posed a mave contentious
Pem plan,  involving
Tkraine's demilitarisation
permanent newtrality,
M Tramp has often boast-
el of knowing Russian
President Putin very well,
anil his mtent of stopplng
the war before he even
asames office may fructi-
Ty if he forces Ulkraine ito
a ceasefive.  President
u]ensk ¥ has realsted
all alomg and promised
Lhnl this woauld be imposai-
bile i Ruasia did net with-
draw from the Donbas area
it has occupled, Mr
Trump's compramise for-
mala could be continued
suppart o Ukraine with
i, equipment and
aulyject toan “as s
heve 18 censeflre; imply-
ing  megotiations  with
Donbas still in Russian
hands and the battle front
breadly resting on the
River Dmisper, Knowing
Mr Trump's propensity to
be unconventional and his
largely anti-Mate stance,
hie could well push for nan-
Mato  neutrality
Ukraine, which would
lesave Ukraine very largely
vilnerable  to  foture
Fusgian  designs, being
bereft of Mato suppart. To
loeep Mato on an even keel,
Mr Trump will have to
cnaurellﬂu:;nu!::ukhw
ve up its 5 i
ll?ll m';m-l.lnr; L irmll:
Hussian oocupation, but
that it should negotiate
based on the current front-
lines.
It is unlikely that Mr
Trump will do anythi;
& hurry. His transition
tem will probabily cautlon
b about hasty “pemsce
Interventions" without full
thought through because
I the last four years the
| rder has reworked
itself, Nato has deawn
upon  bself & higher
respomaibility than any
time since the end of the
Cobd War. The last time
around Mr Teump did net
¢ oany immediate or
hurried withdrawal from
istan; it was fiy
Joe Biden whe did so with-

the Middle East

out belng fully mindful of
e ponsequensas. 8o, don't
expect any maverick deci-
9lnn making in forekgn pol-
o My Trump, One
may recall the US pullout
the Joint
[)anm)wnsl\re Plan of
Action  (JCPOA), also
known as  the ran
ruckenr deal”, The JCPOA
was slgned on July 15, 205
bt Mr Trump withdrew
the U8 from it on May B,
H018, over 15 months after
his  inauguration  in
.Ianumn?t 2017, It was 1ot
those  Knee-perk
responses that some
allege against Mr Trump's
record, Also, we may con-
sicler the fact that it is vir-
tually ecenfirmed  that
10,000 North Kerean troops
have enteved the war m
Ukcraine, This makes early
deciaion-making an
prospective peace even
mnun ehalleng
i the empej'leumd
new President to pay much
attention 1o the Middle
East, The 1ast tenure was
marked by a few important
developments, Among the
first was the support
the move of the lsracli
gt-lmcal capital  to
erusalem; something the
Palestiniana  are  still
extremely  irked  abowt,
Then came the highly
improved  relationship
with Saudi Arabia arsd the
UAE in the steategie bid to
exclude Iran from any-
ng of relevance in the
Middle East. The Abraham
Acrords was the next step
with the intent of consen-
sus an “live and bet live"
between the three major
faiths of the Middle East,
Many belleve lhlal er
Trump's “peace through
strength” approach uglll
aciually win the US more
friends and calm  the
world's turbulent zones,
thve Middle Kast now belng
thse most urbulent, In this
cotest, influencing laraeli

].i ?
—

lictse
Prime Minister Beajamin
Metanyahu may be sasier
for Mr Trump than what
Jog Biden could ever

achieve in the last one
t:hc dGiaza  conflict,
atly, Mr Trump
advlsed the lsraell PM fo
swiftly conclude lsrael's
war in Gaza, eovplasising
the need for larael to
achieve victory quickly
and end the ongoing vio-
lenoe, 1% not certain what
direction the ceasefire
eg’sml.lallnus will take
it any information
an the likely release of the

1ikradd remaining
hoatages,

Considering that it was
the impact of M Trump's

Mididle East palicy which
indirectly led Hamas to
conskder  the  sulckdal
action of October 7, 324, it
vemains doubtful how far
Mr Trump can now influ-
ENCE AOMmE more Ilmhﬂl
players such as Sandi
Arabia and the UAE to
iy i Ereater rale in sseur-
;[,lhe velease of atages,
The agreement o relaase
can then trigger further
F’n Eress townrds a cease-
re,

B the power
L{;nd ahlllty 0 ensure

Iran than ar
Palestinians.

It's the Iran connection
in the Middle East which is
the miost significant mdar
A bropd sssessment did
apeak of a patential joint
LIS larae] operation to take
out Iran's nuclear facily
ties, with seme technolo-

s which may have been
f mll) dew: . This
i be pi h?' the

d.entrul:tl.ou\ of Iran's ol
facilities, refining and stor-
I;;n The: laiter would send
world energy scene
into & iy,
that & non ||'|mrwznumln
UQ President will wish to
natating con-
f||l:‘t which would have
worldwide impact, That
Iran will be handled much
mare strongly Is 4 given,
Tt M Trumip's veputation
as ane who seeks pesce
t.hmth arrenpgth may well
lead him to more initis-
tives across the Middle
East, where he remains
committed  to finding
stability.

The writer, a mlimd

THE BIDEN BURDEN

While digging deep, some key
reasons emerge towards the
defeat of Ms Kamala Harris,
Faremaost is that she served as
VP to a President whose ap-
proval rating plunged deep in
the middle of his first year in
office and never recoverad.
The public's judgment of Joe
Biden's performance on two
core issues, inflation and immi-
gration, remained harshly neg-
ative. The fact that he waited
so long to leave the race also
worked against her, yet she re-
fused to separate herself from
him in any discernible way. Ms
Harris also assumed that
putting reproductive rights at
the centre of her agenda
would mobilise an army of
angry women and move them
to the booths in record num-
bers. But this did not happen.
R. Sivakumar
Chennai

AN ‘AIR’ OF SHAME

AFTER Supreme Court termed the
Envivonment Protection. Act, 1985, and
the small fines for stubble baming as
“foathless”, the Union minkstry of envi-
ronment, forest and climate nge o
Wednesday doubled pemalties against
ambdle burning and notified new rules
under the Act for fling complaints,
lolding an inguiry, md]aymgdawn the
adjudication prooe: slga st enyiron-
Tl pn]hmm Tt will bl impiave alr
q;lsJ!t;r in Delll, Perhaps they were

l:lmed into wlmanum‘;ﬂm senbar
minister Marsiyum Aurangel's appeal
for & joint action plan againat alr pallu
tion i Punjab as the “wind from India
knows no borders”.

Sankar Paul
Chakedaha, West Bengal

QUIT, VIRAT & ROHIT

Ammmmmmmn
Indian sall and ane would have thoug
it was l|\L‘ haats dﬂmnluhm[, the vl I

tors, But the thrashed Team
[hdla i all the l{lﬂ.‘e "Teats 1s shocking.
e likes of Rohit Sharma and Vieat

Knhh could not stand the rather ordi-
rary (bt determined and hardwork-
Img) Klwi attack. Even as the black caps
WeTE sp:lmlzf a deadly web Indian
apinners failed to lve up to their home
veputation. Is it the surfeit of T-2) and
lack of icipation in the domestic
eireuit thar has made our players unfit
for Test erbeket? It's time bath men and
B. Ashwin voluntarily step down and
malw way for talented youngsters in

& 3 Australian four,
mer GOC af the E‘umgmt Byed Abdul Monim
basadd 15 ("Chiar®) Carps Navi Mumbai

Mahir Ali

True Brits: Do
Starmer, Tory
new chief Kemi
share ideology?

here are ways in which Kemi
Hadenoch's advent as  Britain's
Opposition leader, at the helm of the

Conservative Paj can be seen as a
ack Tory leader
y an advam:s for a pﬂrtr that has
IMENE A8 A
core value for its elactnrnl &1 rpm
The Labour Part conslstently boaated
more athnieally d vem MPs sinee 1987, and
by 2019 more than half of its parliamentary
representation consisted of women. But it
has never had a female leader, and its front
bench has been dominated by whlts men in
both  government and Opposition, The
Conservatives, by contrast, can lay claim to
three fernale Prime Ministers, an Asian bM
gin Kenya and Tanzania), and curvently an
pposition  leader who was born in
Wimbledon but grew up in Nigeria, and
considers herself a  first-generation
Immigrant.
As a student in England more than 40 years
ago, | struggled to understand why any
Briton from an ethnle background would be
attracted to the Tories, The Labour alterna-
tive was problematic in many ways, but did it
t to a relatively brighter !‘uture for
echn o minorities and the working cl
I was gobsmacked in the early 19008 when a

orted Pakistanl community leader in
— a charming host, working class by
profession — turs t by

to be a
nature Teannot certify whether the nnmeia;-
in his itical ignorance or his illiteracy,
v all mmln mnm'\l'nliw social v:':uan
South Anla. But after arrivﬁlg in the
promised land, Thow could they })m l;ig
ablivious to the race and class divide of the
society in which they found thems
Man: nr he early Carlhhean lmmigmmn
rw:gn soon that the imagined ]Inw
Tbricl mdmjultadlrl track, tmnk
for the South Aslans, Some of
tealised by the racist experience, wlllls nth
ers fell in line with the established order of
their former colonial masters. The latter ten-
dency has been reflected among most of those
who typified both the ethnic diversity and
ldenlogical perversity of recent Tory fromt

Thaunnmunelbruhnurnkiwl an the
dluerniw while maore or less matching the
y of the Conservatives, This aspect

a5 Inan particularly suid.enl sinee Kelr
Starmer, under false pre! acquired the
Labour leadership and Inltially focused on
a?e]]ugf pmanlia] adversaries — mainly
Isracl's inevitable descent into open

g’mlde including his predecessor Jaramr
'It's warth noting that Labour go
ﬁzwer wotes this year, it won by a Innd
slide, than it did in ‘2019, when it lost by a
landslide. It suggests the British electorate is
more sttuned to the ideological ebbs and
flows than one might assume.
Under )-Er Carbyn, Lahuur was II'mr a whl‘l;
‘s largest palitical n terma
E:nhll‘k In hLI lnﬁgmip hid, Me
Blarmar vowed to adhers o the party's fairly
fr popular mrdi.?um but stea :Jyl:epptfd awnl‘
om potentially ressive leanings a
Opposition leador ani PM, losing Little time
elanlllns Mr :’.‘or'h:m and several of his
lonist supporters from the party. Mr
Slarrnern attachment to the Zionist
Netanyahu regime and its genocidal inclina-
tions is reflected in the doubling of United
States special forces ﬂiglm to Israel from a
Bl'ltLIh hane InCyr are the chances
prits om elthar side of the
&tlnntie wlll ever be prosecuted for war
erimes? After it emerged that 100 or 8o
Labour activists had volumeﬂd in thelr
spare time o door-knock for Kamal
and that Donald Tromp was upset, Mr
Starmer was desperate to claim that it would-
n't affect his subservience to a future Trump
administration.

Ms Badenoch, for all her “antl-woke™
mrins and selective opposition to t’sllow
lmm nts who don't measure up to the

5 “values” she holds dear, is unlikely
vn ever replace Mr Starmer, unpopular as he
may be after a budget that sufficiently
assuages the IMFs concerns with its trickle-

wn tendencies while
resources into defence than
natim c.r hmader welfare, The tax raises
the uw{nrich. ingluding his
hitherlo .R‘TM Lord Waleed Alli, but nor will
they benefit the working-class victims of his
necliberal predilections.

Ms Badenoch has revived Priti Patel's palit-
ical prospects — and the likes of the even
more v 8 Suella Braverman, Sajid Javid
and James Cleverly (who lost the leadership
ﬁlnm:hhy mlﬁ\g IEIDL: hard on |I|sl ?llng

ots that pop party} are waiting
nga, It's unlikely, though, that anyone
her prospects of replacing
inn As the

knows what will ensue II Mr Stnrrner ﬁn
ceads with his neLfimmnla mare rapidly
than one expects,

— By arrangement with Dawn



