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nakd Trimp is set to win a second term in

affice after a strong showing in the 2024
election, a rice that saw Democrat and current
Vice President Kamala Harris go down fghting al-
ter she entered the fray at a late stage and faced
tough odds all the way. His likely win represents
many firsts: at 78, he will be the second oldest
person ever thus elected; be will be the first Re:
publican to win the populsr vete in 20 years; he
may be only the second President to serve non-
conmsecutive terms in 132 years; and he would cer-
tadnly be the first two-time President to also have
been impeached twice by Congress, Despite
these facts, Mr. Trump prevailed by winning in
swing States and achieving a small swing across
almost all States in favour of the Republican Party
= thus gaining the keys to the electoral college
and the popular vote, even if final counting and
the formal call for each State is yet to be complet-
ec. While Democrats unsurprisingly held on to
their stronghold States, most of which are siouat-
ed on either coast, there appeared to be a “red
shift" underway across the political system, This
wis seen in Republicans succeeding in seizing
control of the Senate — especially through critical
seats wor in Ohio and West Virginda - and lkely
retaining the chair in the House of Representa-
tives, If this pans out, the second Trumg sdminis-
tration will benefit from a teifecta of the executive
and two branches of the legislature and potential-
Iy have far-reaching political power that eould
dramatically shape domestic and foreign policy
i line with the 47th President’s vision,

There could not hive been more ot stike in
this consequential election ~ for the two major
parties, for the American people, and for the
world. Domestically, voters appeared to lash out
against Ms, Harris for her assoclation with an ad-
ministration that did some serious policy beavy
lifting towards the U.S's post-pandemic econom-
ic renaissance, yet apparently falled to bring
price levels of everyday goods down sufficiently.
In parallel, Mr, Trump has continued, ever since
demitting office under the cloud of inciting insur-
rection in January 2021, to issue dire statements
about migrants and asylum seekers stealing U.S,
jobs, once again appealing to the financial
heartstrings of the blue-collar workers, as he did
in his 2006 election campaign. This polarising
taetic of whipping up fear of the "other” in @ so-
chety that, in fts ideal form as emdstoned by its fo-
refathers, would weloome and harness the power
of immigrant workers of all hues, appears to have
combined with disenchantment over stubbornly
high price levels to end Ms. Harris's presidential
rurh, Beyond the bread-and butter issies, though,
lies a deeper churning in the collective psyche of
the American voter, one that has bestowed Mr,
Trimp with a profound second victory - the po-
rentially irreversible death of not just of political
correctness but also of fundamental peolitical
principles, Mr. Trump faces four eriminal indict-
mients, the most serious of which relate to his roke
i spurring a violent mob attack on the Capitol
builelings in early 2021, the culmination of his de-
mocracy-threatening strategy of denying the
2020 election results, How did his supporters
find it =0 easy to look past that? Is there not irref-
utable evidence in the Georgia case against him
of his attempts to tamper with official proceed-
inggs anad bean on State election officials to misee-
present the outeome of the election? Does not
the fact that he bs a convicted felon awalting sen-
rencing in the Stormy Daniels case link him o e
minal acts under law, rather than represent a
“witch hunt" by dispirited liberals?

If the electorate has answered these questions
with fis vate, then that can only mean one thing -
that his supporters explicitly condone their kead-
er's chosen courses of action and that may in-
chude ~ however grey the legal logie might be for
it = hiis eventual issue of a self-pardon or assump-
tion of immunity from prosecution for all eulpa-
ble acts, officlal or otherwise. He will also lilkely
continue the trend of his first term in office of
pardaning his close allies accused of a variety of
erimes and wse the punitive power of the state’s
machinery to go after the media and individual
journalists who might irk him — as indeed his
campaign team has already revoked the creden-
tials of 2 senbor political correspondent who ap-
parently commented on internal anxlety over
early voting numbers in Pennsylvania,

Ameriea will have no ehoice but to deal with
the consequences of its voting decisions in 2024,
but what might it mean for the world? In the eco-
nomic sphere, tariffs ave likely to be back in play,
not only the 50%-60% rates that Mr, Trump has
promised on goods from China but also a tariff of
cloge to 20% on all V.S, imports, which eould
again risk triggering an all-out global trade war,
Faor India it might raise the spectre of his labels of
New Delhi as a "tariif king™ and "trade abuser”
including in the context of the controversy over
Harley- Davidson motoreycles. In the strategic
space, Ukradne may be foreed to accept unpalata-
ble concessions towards finding a trece with Rus-
sin, and in Gaza and with Iran, lsrael’s Benjamin
Netanyahu may relish the prospect of a laissea-
faire attitude by the State Department. Under
Trismp 2.0, the Hindu natlonalist project in India
might continue apace with the confidence that
ne blowback would emanate from Washington
on human rights and minority rights coneerns,

While the "MAGA mavement™ has most cer-
tadnly seen o powerful revival in the outcome of
the 2024 election, the rules-based internathonal
order founded on the bedrock of universal rights
and liberal values is far from dead, When the per-
sonality cult of Mr. Trump chbs in 2028, there
willl have to be a reckoning,

Rupuhllcun and former LS. President Do

In America, surviving the messiah

dlelivered an outeome that, onee again,

belied the polls, which, untl the day
before the results came, insisted that the
praspects of the two eandidates in the fray,
Republican and former ULS, President Donald
Trump and Demoerat and current Vice-President
Karmali Harrds, were polsed on a ricor's edge.
Instead, November 5 turned out to be a day of
reckoning for the Democratic Party, as it watched
one swing State after another slip out of its grasp
and tip the election map of the country into deep
e territory.

Mr. Trurmp, in his aceeptance speech, spoke of
the "incredible” MAGA movement that had put
hirmt back in the seat of power to “help the
country heal” = yet in the sime utterances,
referred to certain U.S. media as the "enemy
camp” and promised to "seal up those borders”.
Trump will be Trump, But will he be a Trump to
fear even maore than what he was in early 2007,
when he delivered a dark and tempestuous
Inauguration Day, now known as the
carnage” address? Time will tell, of
course, but there are some clues,

The election results reveal o show but
potentially teetonic change in what Americans
want from their leaders < the global mood of
transactionalism, individualism, nativism and
populism — which the US, was at the forefront of
articulating in 2006 - appears to hive come full
circle over eight years and seeped deep into the
wviseera of the voting public in the country. This
might well explain the fact that Mr. Trump
appears to be on track to not only win the
popular vote by close vo five million votes, and
find victary in every swing State, but also
corsider himsell to be the architect of a "red
shift™ in more than 90% of the 2,367 counties
reporting complete results at the time of writing.

merien has spoken. The 2024 United
A States presidential election has

Explaining the inexplicable

Or else, how could the uncharitable assessment
of the Biden: Harrls administration record on the
eeonomy be explained? After all, at the end of
Fower years of toiling through the
onee-tn-a-generation devastation of the COVID-19
pandemic and its debilitating ecconomic fallout,
thie 46th President and his team had brought
unemployment down to a comfortably low poine,
wages were growing fast, and stock markets were
at record highs, The price of mill and similar
*househokd basket” goods was o high, some
analysts have proclaimed - if so, was there a

thought spared as to how the Biden White House

The election
results reveal a
slow but
potentially
tectonie change
in what
Americans want
from

thedr leaders

brought inflation down to 2.4%, which is less than
thee long-term average, despite the heavylift of
thae past-pandemic economic stimulus?

Simultancously, voters in ever greater numbers
and drawn from an ever-wider range of
socioeconomic and regional cohorts were
comfortable overlooking the fact that Me. Trump
Faces four criminal indicoments, is a convicted
Feloi i a sordid saga of sexuil invelvement with
an adult film star, and was
impeached twice over charges
relating to the obstruction of fustice,
o inciting insurrection and mare,
They were willing to set aside his
routine denbgration of minorites of
all vues and his degrading comments on women.
Andd they appreciated, nay, still weleomed, as
they did in 2016, the fact that be was a disruptor
and political firestarter as much e was a poseur
and a specialist in gimmickey and theatreies - all
because Washington elites could not get their act
together and expediently embark on a project of
de-glabalising the econormy to save blue-collar
jobs in the rust belt.

Unfinished agenda

1 Mr. Biden could do no right, Mr Tramp could
dles o wromg, vaters appear to say;, in their
unecpuivocal mandate of Tuesdiy, Now, possibly
armed with a trifecta of power in the federal
government should the House of Representatives
join the White House and Senate and end up in
Republican hands, Mr. Trump is free to coast on
that mandate of trust and transform the edifice of
L5, palicy and institutions in line with his
paradigm, if it can be called that,

He will begin with immigration, for that was
the bogeyman of the 2024 episode of "American
carnige”. While the memes on migrants to the
LS, "eating cats and dogs” flooded the comedy
channels, there is a more serious undercurrent of
“otherdsing™ peoples at play here, the
dehumanising by a thousand cuts, all for the
ultimate purpose, perhaps, of laying the ground
for the promised mass deportations and - yet
aggain ~ family separations that see migrant
children held in unaceeptable conditions away
From their parents.

MNewxt, o corporate tax cut is said to be in the
wirks, and indeed, was also promised as a policy
agenda. On the one hand, it is not clear how such
acut could impact inflation, and on the other,
iy would this promise hold appeal to say, a coal
mine worker in West Virginia, quite chearly nota
member of the elite group of Wall Street and
Silicon Valley executives and shareholders, folks

whi stand to gain considerably from such
concessions?

1t is alemost terrifying to open the can of worms
that is a proposed Tramp agenda for the world at
large. The promised 10%-20% cross-cutting tariff
o all $3 trillion worth of 1S, goods imports and
aspecial, punitive 60% tariff on Chinese goods is
sure to be the trigger for a retaliation-based trade
war of unceriain proportions. If he resumes the
Trump L0 plan of drawing America
back inward and away from global,
multilateral and reglonal
engagements, srael’s Benjamin
Netamyahu will assume that he has o
free hand to do more of what his
country has done abundantly in Gaza and in
other parts of West Asia; and Russia's Viadimir
Putin will gleefully press forwand with werms to
foroe Ukraine intoa painful détente that is backed
by Wishingzton. The list goes on - and it s
perhaps only four years down the road that the
ot will be abde to lick its wounds < buman tall,
institistional damage, economie eatastrophes -
and chart a new way forward.

Post-truth world

Stepping back from the obvious contradictions
Between the rhetoric and promises of the Tewmp
campaign and the interests of those who ended
up voting for him in 2024, the broader
philosophical question that the rise and rise of
Trump begs is this: are the post-World War 11
libseral consensus, and its global cousin, the
rule-based international order, dead in the water?
Slightly less than 50% of the voters in this election
= whao threw their weight behind Ms, Harris with
i fervent passion in the heat of mass mobilisation
efforts for the Democratic Party - would answer,
"Na".

They are the student protesters across 1.5,
universities who braved punitive actions by the
university administratbon and the poliee o stand
for Gaga, They are the Black Lives Matter activists
whi took to the streets to poignantly call ot the
moril repugnance of the excesses of law
enforcement against minorities, They are the
patient yet relenthess advocates of common sense
un reform and comprebensive immigratbon
refarm, who do not shy away from telling the
while country about the plight of those at the
receiving end of hawkish policies in these areas.
Mo matter what the next four years hold for
America, thelr message will be elear in 2028 -
"W are still here.”

aryanpthehirdin. o

A West Asia under Donald Trump

e of the kiy forelgn policy issues to hve

agued Joe Biden's single-term

presidency was Israels war on the
Palestinians in Gaza, Before the October 7, 2023
attisck by Harmas in Israel, his administration
seemed confident about its West Asia poliey. Mr.
Biden wanted to expand the Arabsracl
normalisation process, which was initiated by his
predecessor, Dorald Tromp, throwgh the 2000
Abrahiam Accords, Sawdi Arabin amd Israel were
i an advanced stage of normalising tes. The
Palestine guestion had been pushed to the
marging of regional politics, But October 7
overhauled the status quo.

Mr. Bidhen immediately offered his full suppoart
for Isracl, which launched a retaliatory war in
Gazean, The Biden administeation's approsch was
largely two-pronged: support Iscael's war in Gaza,
while beginning diplomatic measures to prevent
thie conlliet from esealating into an all-out
regional war. But what Mr, Biden got after a year
was a disastrous, unending war in Gaza, sullying
America's reputation, and a widening conllict in
West Asta, draggging the United States deeper into
it Over the past year, more than 43,000
Palestinians have been lkilled in Gaza, The war
anlse expanded to Lebanon when, on October 1,
Isenel lnched its fourth invasion of the
neighbouring country. The conflic has also
triggered a shooting match between Israel and
Tean. Mr. Biden was sceused of being complicit in
“lsrael's genocide” against the Palestindans, and
his diplomatic efforts to prevent the conflict from
widening in West Asia proved ineffectual. This
means Donald Trump, the next President of the
LS., is godngg to inherit a West Asia, traditionally o
backyard of American influence, on fire,

Trump's record

Make no mistake. Mr. Trimp is not an
Israelsceptic. Pro-ksrael policies defined his West
Asta poliey during his Brst term in office. It was

Mr. Trump who moved America's embassy to

With Joe Biden
Teaving behind a
hraken reghon, it
remains o be
seen whether
Donald Trump
can look at the
Targer serategle
pleture

Jerusalenm. It was Me. Trump's administration that
recognised 1srael's illegal annexation of Syria’s
Gaolan Heights. And it was Mr. Trump who
withidrew the US. unilaterally from the Iran
ruaclear deal, despite United Nations certification
thuat Tean was fully compliant with the terms of
the 2005 agreement, And even the Abraham
Accords, which brought Isracl and Arab nations,
thee bwo pillars of Ameriea’s West Asia policy
together, were almed at building o combined
stromger alliance against Iran, the common foe of
thie LS, and lsrael. M. Trump had
unvelbed a ‘peace plan’ for
Tsrael-Pabestine in 2000, but it had
been rejected outright by the
Palestinian leadership, saying it was
heavily in Fvour of Iseael,

So, Mr. Trump is unlikely to take a strong
moral posithon against Israel’s war in Gaza.
Duiring the eampakgn, he had also made it clear
that he strongly stood for lsracl's victory in the
ongoing wars in West Asia, Yet, Isracl's disastrous
el Front wars would pose eritical foreign
poalicy challenges to Mr, Trump,

Threads to the issues

The first problem he would face is what Mr. Biden
Faeed in October 2029, Mr. Biden wis ready to
overlook eriticisms of genoeide against Tsrael, but
hee dliel nat want an all-out war in Wiest Asia,
which the Amerieans believe dre not in their
interests. He called for a oeasefire in Gasa but
refused to exert any meaningful pressure on the
Benjamin Netanyahu government. According to
an analysis by Brown University, the Biden
administration spent SI7.9 billion on military
assistance to lsrael in a year from October 2023,
M. Bicen wanted to insulate the war in Gaa
From the larger conflict in West Asia, but he failed
to do so. My, Trismp, likewtse, might support
Tsraed in the war on Gaza or against Hezsbollah,
bt b woild ot like the U.S. belng deavn into a
regional war, mainly for two reasons,

First, Me. Trumip's base is against the LS,
getting stuck in West Asia's forever wars, His
Vice-Prresident-clect .1, Vance has repeatedly
slammed America's wars in the region,
particularly the 2003 Irag invasion, Mr, Trump
wostthel like to focus on further strengthening
America's comventional eapabilities and bring
China, its most powerful conventional rival, into
the pulpit of his foreign poliey. A war with Iran
wonld not serve this purpose,

Second, one of Mr. Trump's key campaign
promises was to s the cost of lving
crisis, If there is a langer war with
Iran, which could affect energy
supplies through the Strait of
Hormuz that connects the Persian
Gulf e the Aralbsian Sea, the
inflationary pressure will only get enhanced. For
political, economic and strategic reasons, a wider
war i West Asin would not be in the interest of a
Trump administration either,

Looking ahead

But what is to be seen is whether M. Trump can
look at the larger strategic picture and take
corrective measures to restore Amerlea’s position
in West Asia. Mr. Biden is leaving behind a broken
region where lsrael is going rogue with American
support, Granted, Ameriea still remains the most
powerful country in the region and its Arab allies
are stll sticking to Ameriea's leadership, despite
many grievances. But Israel’s unending,
disproportionate wars have damaged America's
reputation. Warse, it has brought the region o
the brink of an all-out war, Mr. Trump has to be
e assertive in bringing the wars in Gaza and
Lehanan to an end at the carliest if he wants to
restore stability in the region. If he continues the
Biden policies, topped up by his own pro-lseseli
impilses which were on display during his first
presidency, West Asia will fall further into chaos,

stamly,fohrytheindi. o
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The American vote

The long wait is over and
Mr. Trump is as pleased as
punch. A naticn with a long
history of prejudice to
colour, ethnicity and gender
found it toa early to
reconcile with a candidate
whe is challenged on all
three, Thus Ms, Harris had
started with a handicap of
legacy issues.

The U.5. has, for decades,
bean the majer lead in
every global conflice.
Barring Greek and Indian
mytholegy, the gods of war
hawe been men. At every
turn of its presidential

elections there had been an
angeing magor conflict. This
tirne thare are two of them,
Who better than a
combative ane with a
clenched fist and with
bluster and a mache
outlook to storm into office
today, Ideclogy is for
campaigns, pragmatism for
awin,

R. Marayanan,

Navd Mumbai

Donald Trump's slogan,
‘Make America Great Again|,
is also what probabsly
resanated with Americans,
Hiis win also brings renewed

hope that India-ULS,
relations will rise and meet
higher expectations, With
Mr. Trump, there is
optimism for greater
stability and the potential
for restored peace in West
Asia,

Gontl Venkata Sudhlr,
Secunderabd

The Americans have clearly
endorsed the candidature
of Danald Trump to lead the
wiorld's most powerful
country for a second time,
The responsibility cast on
Mr. Trump is stupendous,
Apart from fulfilling the

multiple expectations of his
own people, he has to focus
his attention towards the
raging conflicts, between
Russia and Ukraine and in
‘West Asla. There is also a
belligerent Morth Korea,

In India's case, it would be
in the best interests of the
two countries to sort out
the sensational Fannun
case at the earliest,

V. Johan Dhanakumar,
Chening

The comfortable victory for
Mr. Trump has again proved
that neither the media nor

the electoral pundits have a

perfect system to know the
pulse of the American voter.
Int rmy opinion, mest LS,
witers are not yet mentally
prepared to have a womnan
leader in the White House,
MN. Nagavender Rae,
Hyderatuel

The United States, one of
the most developed nations
and, arguably, one of the
oldest democracies, is yet to
elect a worman Prasident.
Mr. Trump's win probably
indicates that those who
voted for him do not care
much for decorum and the
rube of law. It is strange how

demacracy works in the
United States.

C.G. Kurlakose,
Kolmmungdam.m:raln

With Mr. Trump back, both
he and the Indian Prime
Ministar should work hard
ta end the various wars. As
Mr. Narendra Modi has said
earlier, this is not the era of
war but an era for peace
and prosperity.

P, Reddy,

Nalganda, Telangana
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What Trump 2.0 means for India

ive years after Prime

Minister Narendra Modi

tokd a crowd in Houston,

Tewas, that India had
“ronnected well” with Republican
candidate Donald Trump and
followed it up with "Abki Baar
Trump Sarkar (This time, a Trump
government)”, Mr, Trump has
gained the votes required to
hecome the 1.5 47th Presicdent.
Mr. Modi’s statement reflected the
bonhomie that the two leaders
shared throughout Mr. Trump's
first tenure. But when we go
beyond personal ties to bilateral
ties, "Trump LO" was a mised bag
fot India, New Delhi will no doubt
weleome Trump 20, even as it
braces for the impact of some of
hits methods, such as using social
media to open coercion in order
to drive home a point.

Where the road will be smooth
There are several reasons for the
Modi government to be delighted
with Mr. Trump's victory, The
President-elect has made it clear
that he intends to build on his past
‘history with India, which will
include building trade ties,
apening up more technology for
Indian companies, and making
more LS. military hardware
availabbe for Indian defence
forees. He will pick up the broken
threads of negotiations for a Free
Trade Agreement, which saw
intense negotiations in 2019-2020
before he lost power, and which
former President Joe Biden
showed no interest in continuing.
Rather than pushing India on
carbon emission cuts, Mr. Trump
i likely to encourage India to buy
into LS. oil and LNG, along the
lines of the Memorandum of
Uniderstanding for the Driftwood
LNG plant in Louisiana in 2019,
which would have brought §2.5
billion in investment from
Petronet India into the U.S. but
was shelved a year later,

Under Me. Trimp, India-US,
ties are also unlikely to Fwe less
trouble over issues such as
democratic norms, minority
rights, press freedoms, and
human rights, which the Modi
government Bced from the Biden
administration and the U.5.
Commission on International

Suhasini Haidar

MNew Delhi's
warm welcome
for Trump 2.0
will be
tempered by
CONCEms over
his sockal media
posts and tough
rhetoric on
trade and tariffs

Religious Freedom. Nor will they
need to worry about queries on
the treatment of dimate and
human rights NGOs hit by the
Foreign (Contribution) Regulation
Act, 2000, although there may be
sorme questions asked by
Republican Congressmen who are
concerned about U.S, Christian
MNGOs operating in India. New
Delhi will also hope that public
comments by the LS. State
Department and Dc'pan'.mmlul'
Justice on the Pannun-
will be more muted. While the
trial involving alleged middleman,
Nikhil Gupta, for the aborted
assassination attempt on
Khalistani activist Gurpatwant
Pannun last year
‘would continue,
founder of the
Republican Hindu
Coalition, Shalabh
*Shaili’ Kurmar, has
suid that he expects Mr. Trump to
“erackdown” on Khalistani
groups. Moreover, Mr. Trump's
frosty ties in the past with
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeay indicate that New Delhi
would not have to worry about a
reaction from Washington over its
ongoing diplomatic war with
Ottawa over the Nijjar killing.

Potential trouble areas

So, where could the trouble come
fram? The first problem is Mr.
Trump's persistent focus on
cutting trade tariffs, which saw his
administration impose a series of
counter unh‘s. file World Trade

O laints, and then

to mediate in the matter {India
vehemently denied the assertion),
In 2020, after China transgressed
the Line of Actual Contral, Mr.
Trump posted that Mr. Modi was
ot in a good mood” over the
developments; India denied that
the two leaders had spoken at all,
Diplomats, however, point out that
Mr. Trump did back India in the
conflict, ensuring that the U.S.
shared intelligence, leased drones,
and supplied winter gear for the
forces “in a manner different from
past U5, administrations”.
Perhaps the maost testing times
were during the 1.8 tensions
with Tran: in June 2018, he senit the
then United Nations envoy, Nikki
Haley, on a mission to
Mew Delhi to virtually
threaten India with
sanctions.
Subsequently, India
“zeroed out” its oil
imparts from both Iran and
Venezuela, In some relief, New
Dielhi is likely to face littde pressure
now om cutting ties with Moscow,
given Mr. Trump's interest in
engaging the Russian President.
India will also seek Mr. Trump's
imtervention in ending lsraels war
in Gaza and Lebanon, and
reopening talks with Gulf
countries, to help revive its plans
foot' the India Middle East Europe
Economic Corridor.

Inddia’s neighbours may be more
concerned about the impact of Mr.
Trump's victory, During his last
tenure, hi had cancellod maost of
the U.S. aid to Pakistan. Now, the

hahbaz Sharif wotld

withdraw ]ndla'k GSP status for
exporters, The second is his habit
of disclosing the contents of
private conversations with leaders
and, on occasion, embellishing
them or even imagining them. For
instance, he mocked Mr. Modi an
the issue of lowering of duties on
Hatley Davidson motoreycles and
bacigered India to lift the ban on
Hydroxychloroquine exports,
which did not go down well in
New Delhi. This habit took a more
serious turn when it in

other countries. In 2019, Mr,
Trump told Pakistan's then Prime
Minister, Imran Khan, that they
could "resolve the Kashmir issue”,
and that Mr. Modi had asked him

worry about losing LS. support
o loins from the IMF and World
Bank as well. In Bangladesh, Chief
Addvisor Muhammad Yunus, a
close friend of Democratic Party
leaders, has already run afoul of
Mr. Trumyp, who posted on social
media kst week about Dhaka's
failure to protect Hindu
minorities. The Biden government
had expanded its outreach in
South Asian countries, such as
Nepal, Bhutan, and the Maldives,
So, many in the region may worry
not so much about US. actions,
but a kack of attention from the
new acministration.

subwsini. hgpthehindu.co.in

A win that will affect the global economy

Trump’s victory could mean a multiplicity of shifes for several key economies

Kunal Shankar

he return of Donald

Truimip as President of

the worlds  largest
econamy accounting for more
than a quarter of the global
GDP could mean a multiplicity
of shifts, some of them detri-
mental, for several key econo-
rmies, including ndia. It would
mean a return to escalating
trade wars; a continuation of
econamic protectionism; jetti-
soning  multilateralism; and
imposing restrictions on im-
migration into the U5, which
could hinder India's IT servic-
5 sEcton

The U5, is India's second
largest trading partner, ac-
counting for $118.3  billion,
Biit, miich to M. Trump's dis-
may, it is the only country
with which India has a trade
surplus ($36.74 billion in the
same period) among its top
finve trascling partners.

While the 1.5, counts India
among its top 10 trading
partners, its share of total ex-
ports to India accounts for bess
than 3%. More importantly,
the U5, has remained the lar
pgest source of Foreign Direct
Investment for India ($103 bil-
lon in the last Ascal),

These numbens become im-
portant now with the return of
Mr. Trump, as fears resurface
aboit his focis on bilateral
trade and circumvention of
agreements negotiated
through the WTO, such as his
unilateral imposition of im-
port duties on aluminium and
steel in 2018 that atfected ma-
iy countries, including India.
While India attempted to reta-
liate in 2019 with higher tariffs
on farm produce like apples
and walnuts, it did not follow
thirough with its threat.

During his election cam-
paigns, Mr. Trump called In-
dia a "major abuser” of trade
ties. He tangeted both China
and India in his first term with
measures ranging from out-
right bans to consistently in-
creasing tariffs on a range of

poods. A major flash point
with China oceurned when
banned Huawei's 5G mobile
devices in 2008, He also
sought his NATO allies to fol-
luw suit, even while his poli-
cles towards Western partners
turned negative.
Mr.  Trump's
‘America  First® -
campaign  calls 2
for  escalating
such trade wars
with its allies and
adversaries. His proposed 10%
tax on all imports and 60% on
Chinese-made products
witthd have 8 worldwide infla-
tionary effect. This follows a
Federal Reserve rate cut of 50
basis points on September 18,
the first in four years, as infla-
tion eased and the job market
began cooling in the LS. Mr.
Trump's proposed  tariffs
would most likely get passed
ONto CONSUMers, riggering a
return o high inflation dom-
estically and leading to similar
pressures globully. The rise in
prices in the US. will seep
through global supply chains
as the U.S, commands a large
expiort share for top technolo-
gy and agricultural products,
The biggest impact would
likely be on China, which for
decades has been USs largest
trading partner with a surplus
of more than $380 billion in
2022, according to the office
of the US. Trade Representa-
tive. This is a surplus that Mr.
Trump woulkd move cquickly to
brridge, but e would be doing
soat @ time when the Chinese
economy has been reeling
from the bottoming out of its
property market and a general
decline in growth, which led
the People’s Bank of China to

Cut interest rates as recent as
in September to enhance li-
quidity and support lending.

China has already been
looking at other markets for its
exparts, but it faces stiff oppo-
sition for many of its products,
such as electric vehides, in
the European Union and iron
and steel in India.

For India, Mr. Trump’s re-
turn could affect a range of
products, from generic drugs
o IT services, A key concern
would be a return of restric:
tions to the highly skilled
warker, or the HIB and LI visa
programmes that
Mr. Trump effect-
ed in his first
term. Denial rates
For Indian IT pro-
Fessionals seeking
HIB visas surged
under Mr. Trump's adminis-
tration, which led companies
such as Infosys to hire about
10,0000 American wotkers,
While Infosys called it a “stra-
tegic human  asset  invest-
ment”, that it was triggered by
the U5, governments at-
tempes to tighten immigration
was apparent,

Mr. Trump has also pledged
to raise oil and natural gas
drilling, which would mean
that the U5, would once again
retreat from its climate goals.
This would mest likely also al-
ter global supply chains as the
EU continues to attempt to
mave away from depending
on Russian LNG, which has al-
ready reduced from 40% in
2019 to 15% in 2024, In the
same period, the .S’ share
increased to 46% of EU's natu-
ratl gas supplies. It would be in-
teresting to watch how Mr,
Trump negotiates with the
EU's Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism, which at-
tempts to reduce the carbon
footprint of EU's imports, as
the 1.5, under his administra-
tion may return to fossil-fuel
based power generation and
production processes. +
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Donald Trump sweeps the battleground States

DATA POINT

Srinivasan Ramani

onald Trump won not just
l)thc electoral college but

also the popular vote by
sweeping the swing States' that
were expected to feature a close
contest between him
and Kamala Harris,

While the marging
of victory for M
Trump were the kow-
est in the seven swing
States - Wisconsin
(ahout 1% point), Michigan (1.6
points), Georgia (2 points), Penn-
sylvania (2 points), North Carolina
(3 points), Nevada (5 points), and
Arizona (5 points) — the fact that
e won all of them shows the frail-
ty of Ms. Harris' campaign and the
Democratic Party’s inability to se-
cure enough votes in these re
gions. These numbers were as of
9:00 p.m. IST on Wednesday.

Nearly 80% of the entire adver-
tising budget spent by both parties
was concentrated in the seven
swing States. Close to $575 million
wis spent on advertisements in
Pennsylvania alone by the two par
ties, with the Democrats allocating
%300 million. They outspent the
Republicans across the seven
States, yet came up short,

As the charts show, the Republi-
cans gained almost universally
across these States (data for Neva:
da was not fully available as we
went to press), especially in the r-
ral areas, which were already Mr.
Trump's bastions in 2006 and
2020. Ms. Harris made some gains
in the wrban Atlanta area in Geor
gia and in some other urban parts
of Michigan, but her inability to
compete in the rural and suburban
arcas to the extent that Joe Biden
il i 2020 bed to her undoing.

The seven swing States were not
uniform in terms of demaography
and topography. Those in the mid-

il Harris'

lition-buildin

s despite

mpaign in the swi

States

West (Michigan, Pennsylvania and
Wisconsing have a white-dominat-
ed electorate, with a sizeable
working class population and a
good number of college-educated
white people. This is where there
has been deindustrialisation and
urban decay ('Rust Belt').

Arizona and Nevada have a sig:
nificant minority population, with
a high number of His-
panics relative to the
rest of the country,
while Georgia  and
North Carolina have a
higher proportion of
African American vo-
ters besides a higher number of re-
ligiously motivated voters, That
Ms. Harris could not translate her
generic advantages across the
aforementioned ‘Blue Wall' Rust
Belt States or the other tropical/
warmnet and economically surging
‘Sun Belt' suggests that the coali-
tion her campaign expected to
stitch for her did not add up suffi-
ciently. With working-class voters
Jjudging the Biden administration
harshly on its handling of the eco-
nomy, Mr. Trump seems to have
benehited from a section of their
suppaort, as he did in 2016,

Hispanics voted in langer num-
bers for Mr. Trump, as per exit
polls. Reuters reported o 13% point
increase in Hispanic support for
Mr. Trump compared to 2020,
While Ms. Harris got higher sup-
port among women, that was not
enough to bridge the gap in terms
of male support for Mr. Trump
across the swing States either.

Ms. Harris lost the popular vote
in Dearborn, the city in Michigan
with the largest Arab-American
population in the U.5., 31%46.7%
o Mr. Trump (unofficial results by
the city's administration). That her
party's base was fractured over the
Gaga issue was evident in exit polls
in Michigan which showed that
four out of 10 who believed that
the LS s support for [srael was too
strong endorsed Me. Trimp.

Swings in the swing States

Data From eounties in the battleground States show Donald Trump gaining a lot of ground since the

A rad bump for Trump: Wa laak at the swing in vate shares® for Trump (in red ]
the 2620 presidential elections in countles across swing States, The Iarperlhenrmw. mehlgim he

FROM THE ARCHIVES
The M@ Rind.
FIFTY YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 7, 1974

Democrats triumph
in US. elections

w, Nov. 6: The Democrat Party routed
the Republicans in the mid-term elections held
yesterday, and for the next two years President
Ford will face a Ihcuﬂ:ncalh veto-proof
Comgress d ¢ his The
woter hostility generated by the Watergate
scandals, Mr. Ford's pardon of Mr. Nixon, six per
cent unemployment and 12 per cent inflation
swept even incumbent Republicans out of office
in State after State, including many of their
traditional strongholds. The Democrat landslide
led one mournful Republican to exclaim that the
country was in for at beast two years of a
"Demaocratic dictatorship”.

Before yesterday s elections the Democrats
were already in control of the House of

Repre ives, the Senate and a majority of

for the candidate. For e.g. a blue arrow === painting left cor
Harris) cumwamd:n M!at Jor Biden garmered in the 2020 elections, Mdamdalmw—b painting right does the

same for Trump. Only th

share for [for

wshidered whene the votes counted were more than §5% of the registered
electorate, Data were soureed from AP/ The New York Times.

Blus Wall, Rust Belt States - Wisconsin, Michigan, Pannsylvania

Pennsylvania

the Gevernors” mansions, In an offyear election
the party with a President in White House
usually loses a few seats, But what happened
yesterday was an extraordinary sweep which
netted the Democrats at least 40 to 50 seats in
the Lower House (where all seats were at stake)
Four more in the Senate and as many as eight
more Governorships, In the Lower House the
switch to the Democrats was a phenomenon
which had not been witnessed in this century.

When the fAnal count is in according to expert
prajections this moming the Democrats are
expected to have 200 seats in the 435-member
Lower House, 62 of the 100-member Senate,
and probably as many as 40 of the 50
Governorships = because the Democrats have
been able to wrest the State houses in New York
and California and seven other most populous
States.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MNOVEMBER 7, 1524
US. presidential election

Paris, Nov. 6: Commenting on Mr, Coolidge's
election to the American Presidency the "Petit
Parisien” says that electors have not only
expressed their grdtllurjc to Mr. Coolidge but

alsor thedr d:slrl: for continuance of the indirect

That early
completed counting in Aone were not pet

tha State ollows mail balots, which can toka
ey b count in Aull

= of America in the reconstruction of
Eurup: The "Echo de Paris” is of opinion that
the election of Mr. Coolidge is an indication of
the world-wide decline of ideology. All papers
eilogise the President’s personality.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of people
killed in Gaza since
October 7, 2023

The: Health
43,391

Harmas-run
Gaza sakd on Tuesday that at least 43,391
preaple have been killed in the year-old war
between Israel and Palestinlan militants,
The toll includes 17 deaths in the previous

24 haurs, according o the Minjstry, e

South Koreans held

for distribution of

THEMG®HINDU

Monuments inside T,
3ider Fort identified

TS Missing in
Ranthambore National

Percentage rise in total

vehicle retail sales in

deepfake porn

by Wagf Board

South Kores on
6 Wednesday

announced o package
of steps to curb a surge in deepfake porn,
saying it will teughen punishment for
effenders, expand the use of undercaver
officers and impose greater regulations on
socinl rvidla platformd, s

These Include the renowned
16-"Khamba’ (sixteen pillar]

Bahmand rulers and thelr family membsers
Including Ahrmad Shab-1v, Ahmied Shah's
wife, Allauddin, Hassan Khan, Mohammed
Shah-lin, Nizam, Sultan Ahmed Shah Wall,
and Sultan Mahmud Shah, m

resgui, 14 tombs of varlous

thres

Park

Athird of 75 tigers In
Rantharnbore National Park,

first tme such a high number of tigers has
b afficlally reported missing In a year,
The wildlife department has formed &
marnber committes to investigate
the disagpaarances, m

October

Jndpur are missing. This is the

32

per cent. According to the
Federation of Automebile
Dealers’ Association, the total
withiche retall sales in India rose to
2B8,32,544 units, Passenger vehicle sobes
rew 3238 per cent to 4,83,159 unllw, frarm
364,991 units retalled last

i
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EXPLAINER

Aaratrika Bhoumik

The story so far:
hie Supreme Cowrt on
November 5, 2004, upheld the
constitutional validity of the
Uttar Prilesh Board of
Madarsa Education Act, 2004, with
stlons, The top court set aside the
AMlahabad High Court’s decision, which
Bl deemed the 2004 Act to be in breach
of the principles of secularism, However,
I its ruling, o three-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India DY,
Chandrachud, contended that provisions
allowing the madrasa board to award
higher degrees such as Kamil
(unddergraduate studies) and Fudl
(postgrachunte studiesh contravened the
University Grants Commission (UGC) Act,
18956, rendering it unconstitutional,

How do madrasas operate?

The Arable word "madrasah® denotes an
educational institution, The madrsa
system has been in existence since the era
o the Delhi Su o receiving
patronage from the Khilji and Tughlag
dynasties, Over tme, it evolved into a
distinct education system providing
religious and secular bearning. Notable
figures such as Raja Ram Mohan Ray,
Rajendra Prasad, and Premchand are
Bselbeved 1o have gained thelr foundational
knowledge from madrasas and their
tenchers, known as maibvs,

Thie builk of the funding for msdmsas
comes from the respective St
povernments. In 1993, the PV, Narsimba
Rao government recognised the necessity
of integrating modern education into
maclrasas, resulting in the 2000 Scheme
for Prowviding Quality Education in
Madrasas (SPOE

According to data presented by the
Union government in Parliiment on
February 3, 2020, India has 24,010
madrasas, with around G0%
approximately 14,400 - located in Uttar
Prachesh. These include 11,621 recognised
and 2,907 unrecognised madeisas. The
2004 Act was enncted to regulite these
rrdlrasas with respect w eurrieulum,
standard of education, conduct of
examinations, and qualifications for
teaching. It also established the Uttar
Praciesh Board of Madarsa Education,
predominantly comprising members
from the Muslim community, Under
Section 9 of the Act, the Board is
responsible for preparing course material,
granting degrees, and conducting
examinations,

What was the case?

Asinggle judpge of the Allahabad High
Court an October 23, 2009, while hearing
o pietition filed by Mohammed Javed,
expressed doubt regarding the validity of
the 2004 Act,

Mr. Javed was appednted as a part-time
asslstant teacher in 2001 for the primary
section of Madarsa Nisarul Uloom
Shahzdpur, Akbarpur Post Office,
Driserict Ambedkar Nagar on a fixed salary
of 24,000 per month, subject to an 5%
annual increment. He approached the
High Court, arguing that he should
recehe a salary equivalent to that of

regular e

He .|Isurm:::-|nu'd that appointments
oy madrasas should be regulated by the
State government, the Madarsa Shilksha
Parishad, anad the disteiet minority
welbire officer,

While referring the matier to a larger
Bench, the judge observed, "With a
secular Constitution in India, can persons
of a particular religion be appointed or
mominated in a board for education
purposes or should it be persons

Follow us @) facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the_ hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

Why did SC uphold U.P. madrasa Act?

How do madrasas operate? Why did the Allahabad High Court strike down the law? What were the top court’s findlings? What are the potential consequences of

the ruling on the Centre's funding For madrasas?

belonging to any religlon, who are
expanent in the fields for the purposes of
which the bourd is constiuted. .7,

Meanwhile, lowyer Anshirman Singh
Rathore Rled a public interest Litigation
(PIL) petition in the High Court
challenging the validity of the 2004 Act
on the ground that it violited secularss
as well as Artiches 14 (equality before law),
15 (which forbids discrimination) and 214
(right to education) of the Constination,
The larger Bench accordingly framed the
question of lw for adjudication
"Whether the provisions of the Madarsa
Act stand the test of secularism, which
forms a part of the basic structure of the
Constitution of India?" The impugned
wverdlict was jointly pronounced on all
such plens,

Why did the High Court strike down
the law?

After examining the currkealum taught n
the madrasas, a Bench comprising
Justices Subshash Vidyarthi and Vivek
Chawdhary observed that the education
Imparted in these institutions is “neither
ity nor unbversal in nature” and that
“the State has no power to create a Board
for religious edwcation or to establish
Board for school education only for
particulur religion and philosophy
assochted with it

It thus concluded that the 2004 Act
violated secularism and that the
gevernment could not "diseriminate" by

J |r|||ucﬂhn':ulun based on religious

“lslamic xlmﬂm" s u:.lnd.llnry inall
macrasas, essentlal modern subjects such
Mathematics, Sclence, and
E § v either excluded or
nmlt-..plhm. This, they reasoned,
undermines the State’s constitutional
abligation under Article 21A 1o ensune
“gpualiny™ education for all chikdren aged
slu to fourteen,

that “higher educa

4 held reserved under Entry 66 of the
Union List of the Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution, the High Court further
asserted that the State government lacks
the competence to legislate on such
miatters. It accordingly ordered th
studlents enrolled in s he
promptly sccommodited in regular
schools recognised by the State
povernment.

s

What was NCPCR'S response?

The Natienal Commission for Protection
Id Rigghts (NCPCR), the top ehild
rights protection body in the country, wld
the top cowrt that macdrasas are
Sunsultable or unfit” places for children
to recelve “proper education”®, It also
e concerns related to the
currleulum, teachers” eligibility, opague
funding, and violation of land bws to
assert that such institutions fail o provide
a "holistic emvironment” to children.

I June, the child rights body issued a
series of directives urging the Chief
Secretaries of all States and Union
Territories o withdraw recognition of
government-added madrasas that do not
comply with the Right to Education Act,
2005, Subsequently, the Chiel Secretary
af Uttar Pradesh directed District
Collectors to examine madrasis thit hid
enrolled non-Muslim students and ensure
thedr immediate transfer wo recognised
schools, On Awgust 28, the Tripura
government issued a similar directive.

The Jamiat Uberma-e-Hind, an
arganisation of Muslim clerics,
consecuently challenged these directives
in the Supreme Court contending that
such measures encroached upon the
rights of religious minorities to establish
and manage their educational instinstions
under Article 30 of the Constitution,
Accorcingly, the court directed the
coneerned authorities o refrain from
Implementing these directives untll the
mtter was conelusively adjudienied.

What did the Supreme Court finally
decide?
Dismissing the High Court's finding that
the 2004 Act violated secularism, the
Chief Justioe underscored that any such
purparted infraction should be traced 1o
an express provision of the Constitution
and cannot simply be invalidated by
miaking a blanket statement that it
contravened the Basic Structure,
reason 14 that concepts such as
democracy, federalism, and seeularism
are undefined concepts. Allowing courts
1o strike down legislation for the viokation
of such eoncepis will introduce an
element of unceriainty in our
constitutional adjudication,” he reas
The court further opined that the
must strike a delicate balance between
makntaining quality education and
respecting the sutonomy of minority

he

Shapling futurer Students ot a madrasa in Azaed Magar dera village of Uttar Prad esh's Unnao Distrct, #y moorTHy

education institutions, 1t underscored
that the 2004 Act ought to be construed
o b n eonsonanee with Article 2IA "o
ensure that religious minority instiations
Impart secular eduention of a requisie
stundard without destroying the minority
character”, However, the Chief justice
cautoned that In accordance with Article
Z8(3) of the Constitution, a student
attencing & minority institution
recognised by the State or receiving aid
aut of public funds should not be
compeled o take part in religious
instruction or forced o attend religious
worship,

The unanimous verdict further noted
that while madrasas offer religious
instruction, their primary objective ks w
Impart education, therebsy bringing them
within the fold of Entry 25 of the
Conewrrent List,

"The mere fact that the education
sought o be regulated Includes some
relighous teaching or instructlon does not
push a legislation outside the legislitive
competence of a Stite,” the judges
asserted,

However, the court invalidated
provisions of the 2024 Act that allowed
the fssuance of higher educational
degrees, emphasising that such degrees
are exclusively regulated by the UGC Act
and thus lie beyornd the legislative
competence of the State legislature,
Nonetheless, it clarified that this does not
necessitate the annulment of the entire
stutute, as doing so would be akin o
“throwing the baby out with the
It hwater”

What are the implications?

The verdict sets an important precedent
for balancing essential state oversight

with the protection of minority rights, By
affirming the 2024 Act's primary aim of
imparting quality education, the cournt
reinforces o nuanced approach o
secularism that embraces diversity within
India’s education system. Hikhar Ahmed

Javed, Chairman of the Uttar Pradesh

Baord of Madrasn Education, earlier told
Rewters that dismantling msdrasis would
adversely lmpact 2.7 million siudents and
10,000 teachers In Uttar Pradesh alone.,
Addidonally, the ruling may prompt the
Centre to reconsider jts substantial budget
cuts for madrasa funding, which dropped
From T crore in 202324 o 32 crore in
202425,

THE G

-

Tht Supreme Court upheld the
constitutianality of the Littar
Pradesh Board of Madarsa
Education Act, 2004, except for
Irs provisions allawing thi
Baad to award higher degrees.

-

Thet court emphasised the
nied for thie State to balance
quality education with the
atanamy of minarty
Institutions, advocating far
radrasas o provide &
standard secular education
while respecting thelr religious
character,

-

Thet court asserted that State
regulation of madrasas, even
with religious indtruction, s
willd a8 bang as it closs not
Breach leglslative compitence
ar crerstep minority rights,
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Trumponomics and India

Economic outlook presented by Donald Trump could, if put into practice, trigger higher inflation in US — provoking action by the Federal
Reserve that would impact economies across the world, including India. Here's what to look for in the spheres of business and economy

AANCHALMAGAZINE & ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 6

THE RADICAL economic outiook presented by
Donald Trumpincludes plans to impose a 206
tariffonallimports and more than 2008 duty
on cars; a proposal to deport millions of ireg-
ular immigrants; and to extend tax cuts ata
time when the US budget deficit is at record
high. Should he walk the talk after taking
charge early next year, these proposals could
present some macroeconomic challenges.

The coming presidency is seen as a posi-
tive for American stocks and the Dollar, even
a5 it raises some conoerns for treasuries ghen
the risk of fiscal profligacy. Trump 2.0 could
also potentially throw up challenges for
Inaia’s growth imperative amid possible dis-
ruptions in global sup ply chains, trade wars
and tariff barriers, heightened forex volatil-
ity, and headwinds to ghobal fund fows.

A possible dilution of the Federal
Reserve's rate-cut agenda in the light of a
changed macroeconomic situation in the LIS
would also impact the trajectory of India's
muonetary policy — given that the RBl may
first try to resolve the uncertainties before
undertaking any significant rate-cut action.

Bitcoin surged to a record high of more
than §75,000 onTuesday, as crypto investors
celebrated the return of Trump, who has car-
lier pledged to make the LS “the biteoin su-
perpowver of the world”.

Inflation impact, Fed stance
Higher tariffs and a trade war would most
certaintylead to higher inflation in the LIS, This,
combined with runaway deficits and a possi-
ble dilution of institutional autonormy could
lead to foreigners beginning to rethink if they
should lend unlimited money to the US
Treasury — which has been a given thas far.
Such ashift could mark a possible water-
shed moment — of the scale, perhaps, of the
decision in early 2022 to freeze Russian for-
eign assets, which foroed central banks around
the workd, including RBI, tobuy physical gold
rather than derivatives or exchange-traded
Funds that track the yellow metal's price.

US INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT REAL GDP: PERCENTAGE CHANGE PERSONAL INCOME & SAVINGS
tAt end of quarter, not seasonally adjusted) (S lly adj (Seasonally adjusted)
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cycle depended strongly on the result of the
presidential election — and experts belicve
that the full scale of the cycle may now be at
risk. While Trump's promised tax cuts and
tariff barriers could end up stimulating the
Amenican economy, at least in the short term,
analysts predict they could eventually stoke
imflation — and likely force the Fed to end its
rate-cutting cycle sooner,

That could have implications for the
monetary easing plans of other countries, in-
cluding India. Such policies may pause the
interest rate cycle globally, I Securities
said Wednesday, adding that it could *setin
matien higher tariffs and tax outs, usher in
fiscal deficit pressure and become a vehicle
for inflationary tend encies™.

As a domino effect, the US dollar could
weaken — like in Trump 1.0, *when the dol-
lar index fell and fiscal deficit rose”™, the bro-
kerage said in a report.

Rates and the forex market could beacasu-
alty. “The spillover of bond and X volatility via
the global financial markets route would mean

tionmanagement and._central banks, inchud-
g the RBL would want to see these uncertain-
ties resohved before acting. This makes the
December rate cut call tricky and possibly a
shallower rabe-cut cycle, followving the Fed,”an
analyst at Embay Global said.

Green card, demand outlook

While Trump's promise toourb both legal
and illegal immigration could be inflationary
ima full-employment situation, as the LIS has
experienced in the past months, the President
elect also proposed recently o automatically”
giving green cards to foreign nationals who
gracuate from an American college.

_What Iwill do, is you graduate from a
college, [ think you should get automati-
cally..a green card to be able to stay in this
country,” he had said on a pod cast that aired
on June 21. This could be a positive for Indian
students in the US.

Domestic investment demand-related
themes and financials could benefit from a
weak US dollar on account of kewer import

BILATERAL TIES

In the near-term, however, the proposed re-
duction iin the corporate tax rate (21X to 15)
could free up the budget for US-based end
clients of India service providers, driving bet-
terdemand. This is a possible reason why IT
stocks rallied in Wednesday's trade in India.

Elon Musk's likely rise

Thee possible ind uction of Elon Musk into
the new admini stration could have repereus-
sions for India. A proposal rushed through by
Mew Delhito accommodate Musk's demand
tovimpont Teslacars at a lower duty earlier this
yearwas notquite accepted by the President
elect's billionaire supporter. There could be
pressure now to sweeten the deal further.

The lobbying for Muskin other areas such
as satellite spectrum allocation or space
launchesc morevocal across key
global markets, including India.

Fed meet, China stimulus
There are two external events to watch
out for now, The first is the Fed's monetary

Prospects for
H-I1B visas:
what the past
trends show

DAMININATH
MEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 6

HOW 5 the H-1B visa program,
which allows American

to hire non-immigrant workers in
specalty coupations requiring a
high level of skills and at least a
Bachelor's degree, likely to fare un-
der the new administration?

The US government has
capped the number of new H-1B
wisas at 65,000 in each financial
year. Another 20,000 visas can be
givento those who have obtained
aMaster'sor higher degree froma
US institution. H-1Bworke rs em-
ployed at higher education insti-
tutions, nonprofits or government
research organisations are not
covered by the cap.

How many Indians use the H-
1B program?
LI‘S government data show

Federal Open Market Committee — the
bank’s key rate-setting panel — s expected to
shareits renewed outlook on inflation.

The second is the ongoing meeting of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s
Comgress, the exceutive body of China's top
legislature, which convened in Beijing for a
five-clay meeting on Monday. The committee
isexpected to sign off on a second economic
stimulus package in a little over a month —
which could direct more funds towards buy-
ing idle land and property, recapitalising
banks, refinancing local government debt,

been the majority of
H-18 visa-holdersover the past few
wears, In the fiscal year 2023,
Indians accounted for 72.3% (279
lakh) of total (.86 lakh) H-18 ap-
provals, according to a US Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services re-
part published in March this year.
Chinese workers were a dis-
tanit second, receiving 11.7%of the
total H-1Bvisas approved in 2023,
Computer-related ocoupations
acoounted forG5% of all H-1Bvisas
in 2023, followed by architecture,

and offering assistance to b
The high tariffs an Chinese guudsmmlscd
by Trump could shave mone than 2 peroent-
age points off China's growth during the next
wear, aocording to analysts. Beging could, thene-
fore, push abigger stimulus paclage. Nomura
anticipates the eventual scale of China's fiscal
stimulus package to reach 2-3% of GDP annu-
ally over the next several years, This could
make other markets, inchuding ndia, less ap-
pealing to FPLs and other key imestors.

Recalling India-US relations in Trump 1.0

SHUBHAJIT ROY
HEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 6

INDIAGREW from being a strategic toan in-
dispensable partner to the United States
during Donald Trump's first term as
President, between 2017 and 2021, India and
the US became closer than ever before dur-
ing this period.

With Trump set to return to the White
House, here is what Trump L0 looked like
From New Delhi.

Cooperation on defence,
terrorism & energy

Prime Minister Marendra Modi visited the
White House in June 2017, six months after
Trump assumed office. During this meeting,
Trump promised Modi that he would visit
India during his term — a promise he deliv-
ered onthree years later, when he add ressed
thousands of people in Ahmedabad's newly-
built Narendra Modi Stadium.

The two met several times between 2017
and 2020, The Fruits of this high-leve] bilat-
eral engagement were soen in the Trumpad-
mimistration's robust support to India on ter-

rorism. The US supported the designation of
Jaish-e-Mohammed chief Masood Azhar as
a global terrorist by the UNSC following the
Pulwama attack in 2019, aswell as the grey-
listing of Pakistan by the Financial Action
Task Force ( FATF)in 2018,

India’s defience procurement from the US
climbed to$ 18 hillion annually in 2019, as
India was elevated to the Tier | of the Strategic
Trade Authorization (STA) Hcense exception,
This significantly opened up high level
American defence technologies toIndia — a
far cry from the technology denial regimes
of vesteryear — improving the country’s mil-
tary preparedness, and diversifying its de-
fence acquisition.

The impact of this heightened coopera-
e vas evident in how smoathly Mew Delhi
and Washington shared intelligence during
the Galwan Valley skirmishes between India
ant China in April-May 2020,

The energy sector was another area in
which the India-Us relationship grew dur-
ing Trump 1.0, The Trump presidency saw
the launch of the bilateral Strategic Energy
Partnershipin April 2018, with India starting
toimport crude and LNG from the US, In just
o wears, the value of this import was esti-

mated to have risen to $6.7 billion from zero
— making the US India's sixth largest source
of hydrocarbon imports.

Some challenges and a
major controversy

Thit said, things were not completely
hunky dory. The energy partnership was
signed because Trump effectively forced
India tostop buying oil from Iran — a quintes-
sentially Trumpian “red line” from which he
woould not budge.

Another one of Trump's peeves with
India was the tariff regime. Despite the US

becoming India’s largest trading partner, and
bilateral trade in goods and services grow-
ing by more than 10 per annum between
20M6-18 to reach $142 billion, Trumip always
wanted better tariffs from India, and a more
predictable regime to conduct business in.
Most notably, this became a bugbear when
he demanded that tariffs on Harley Davidson
bikes be waived in India.

Trump's attitude to immigration — even
the movement of skilled H1-B visa holders
— was another sore point in the two coun-
tries’ bilateral relationship,

But perhaps the single biggs

between India and the US under Trump came
when the president offered to mediate be-
tween New Delhi and [slamabad on the
Kashmir issue — a longstanding “no go” for
Indliams, This came s he attempted to nuanee
his otherwise critical position on Pakistan in
the run-up to the LIS troop withdrawal from
Afghanistan, inwhich Pakistan mediated be-
tween the Americans and the Taliban.

[But, having gone as far as saying that Modi
“asked him™ to mediate between India and
Pakistan, Trump quickly backtracked to the
official US position — that Washington will
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be willingto ty if baoth sides want.
China a common rival,

strategic threat

The most significant contribution of
Donald Trumpwas to firmly establish Cinaas
astrategic threat and a rival. That became a
strategic ghoe for the Indo-US ties during his
tenure, Notonky did he revive the Quad group-
ingofindia, the US, Australia, and Japan, Trump
also laid out a strategy to confront China's ag-
gressive behaviour in the Indo-Pacific,

Trump's also had a non-commentative
approach to India’s human rights record —
something that New Delhi appreciated.

engir surveying(9.5%),
and education [62), The median
annual compensation for H-1B
wisa holders in 2023 was $118,000,
the report said,

How has the number of H-18
visas approved changed over
the

According to a report by the
American Immigration Council on
October 8, the number of H-1B
wisa holders declined in 2020 due
to the Covid-19 restrictions,

“The  Department  of
Homeland Security’s Office of
Homeland Security Statistics re-
ports that the number of H-1B re-
cipients who were admitted into
the country rose from 570,368 in
FY 2018 to601,594in FY 2019 and
then dropped to 368 440 in FY
2020. The restrictions imposed by
the [first) Trump ad ministration
on the recipients of non-immi-
grant work visas such asthe H-1B
expired in March 2021 and were
not renewed by the Biden admin-
istration. However, admissions in
H-1B status continued to drop to
alow of 148,603 inFY 2021, due in
large part to the continuing impact
ofthe Covid-19 pandemic,” it said.

The number of admissionsin-
creased in 2022 — to4.10 lakh, and
then further to 755 lakh in 2023,
The report said that the denial rate
of H-1B applications increased
during the Trump administra-
tion's term, from 62 in 2016 to 24%
in 2018, before reducing again to
21X in 2019, 13% in 2020 and 4%
in 2021,

This, the report said, was due
to the increasing number of de-
nials being overturned on chal-
lenge. In 2022, the denial rate was
down to 2%, it said.

THE PRIME MINISTER & THE PRESIDENT: JAB THEY MET

In his congratulations to Donald Trump posted on X, Prime Minister Narendra Modi referred to the US President elect as “my friend”, and tagged pictures of four moments of warm o derie b thie two lead
Trump's first term in the White House. Prime Minister Modi said he looked forward to "renewing our collaboration” for the mutual benefit of India and the United States

G/

FRANCE

luring

mv:nlew'rmkmus
JUNE 2017: MODI'SVISIT TO WASHINGTON DC

THE LEADERS first mat: mnnl:hsmtrTn.un]J entered office; the

APnarendramodi

AUGUST 2019: INFRANCE, ON G7 SIDELINES

H@narendiasiod

SEPTEMBER 2019:*HOWDY MODI’ IN TEXAS

Xemmarendrarmodi

FEBRUARY 2020:‘NAMASTE, TRUMP" IN INDIA

THE MEETING in Biarritz at the G7 Summit came soon after India
denied Trump's claim that Modi had sought his mediation on
the Kashmir issue — but there was no hint of di tor
embarrassment. The leaders sat next to each other, shook hands,
d shared laughs. Modi posted on X (then Twitter) about the
cmcllcmmut.ing'a:whichthclcadmhﬂ d to “address
trade i oon”, Trur the
“great meeting with my friend Prime Mlmsmr Marendra Modi",

THE PM invited President Trump to the *Howdy Modi' rally in
Houston, which was attended by a massive 50,000 people. Modi
said India had a “true friend” in the White House, and appeared
tovendorse Trump's re-election bid by giving the shogan “Abki
bnnr'.l'rumpsnrhlf‘ Trumpsaldllz was “thrilled to be herein
America’s greatest, most devoted and most
loryal friends, Prime Minister Modi of India”. The visit came a
manth after the abrogation of Article 370

THE PRESIDENT visited India just before the outbreak of the
Covid-19 pandemic, and was welcomed with the ‘Namaste,
Trump' rally in Ahmedabad, attended by 100,000 people
wearing Trump masks and hats with his name on them. “You
have done a great honour to our country. We will remember you
forever, from this day onwards India will always hold aspecial
place in our hearts,” Trump said. He alse invoked Swami
Vivekananda in his speechat the event. = DIVYh A

P was the first forei; itary to at the Trump
‘White House, They vowed to fight terrorism together and isswed
awarning to Pakistan, which was seenasa ma,purdlphmanc
wictory for India. They hugmed, and Ti the P
betvween India and the United States has never been stronger,
never been better”. Modi said his plan fora "new India” comver-
ped with Trump's “vision for making America great again®.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLWES US ALL

HosTtiLiry & HISTORY

Trump's win changes the Republican party, shifts centre of
gravity in US politics — and could restructure global order

LTHOUGH DONALD TRUMP declared victory before the counting in all the

states was complete, there was no political flutter about it Full counting

could take many more days, but Trump has a clear edge over the Democratic

rival in st of the remaining states — Alaska, Arizona, Maine, Michigan,

Mevada and Wisconsin, He needs towin just one of them, to gain the requined electoral

college majority of 270, American oheervers project that he could well win nearly 316

seats in the electoral college. Egually imp T jority of the pop-

wlar vote — a feat that eluded him when he was elected president in 2006, In the last two

presidential elections, the losing party xxumd the other side of stealing the election. A

v f that undort Trumgp's decisive win, Meamahile,

international beaders, including the European president, Ursula von der Leyen, and the

Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, have congratulated Trump, bending quick inter-
mational recognition tothe president-elect,

The. hlsmnc characterof Trump's wm:sampld'nd by the successof the Republican pan:y

curing

wjorityinthe House of

Unelertying these gains is Trump achi in constructing anexg and in-
chisive Republican mahtlnn that hx:l long Eludr:d the Grand Old Party, Tn.lmp has drawn in
voted for -

akded a significant political realignment in LIS domestic palitics. The "mlrﬂ moment” is
alsya personal trivmph for Trump, who Goed unprecedented odds, making a rare political
comeback after two ma{hm.'ms aslew of criminal cases and uluumlmn,gnastlllylmm

EDITORIAL PAGE |

WOoRDLY WISE
POWER DOES NOT CORRUPT MEN; FOOLS,
HOWEVER, IF THEY GET INTO A POSITION

OF POWER, CORRUPT POWER. — Geonre

ERNARD SHAW

race for the ride

Trump is back, bigger and stronger. The United States

has chosen the great disruption

PraTAP BHANU MEHTA

THE AMERICAN ELECTORATE has, decisively,
chosen to trust their destiny in the hands of
Donald Tremp, From being written off after
January 6, 2020, Trurmp now owns, not just the
Republican Party, but the United States of
Amml:a.m LISA, is o Trump country. He

the broadest racial social coali-
tions for the Republicans; the shift in Hispanic
votes, for examiple, is quite remarkable, Prima
facie, Trump had so many disadvantages:
Allegedhy the bagmage of January 6 indictments
and age, He had prominent businessmen like
Elon Musk on his side, but he was outspent by
the Democrats, So thisis not awin that can be
put dovn bo oligarchic manipulation.

i he Demacrat

Itisafactthat American foreign policy was seen
o fail on Joe Biden's watch: The word is now
o the brink of two globally interconnected
wars, In both those wars, America did not
achieve amy ohjective in its natiomal interest,
Thewar inthe Middle East was adouble blow
mmDmrm.Dnnmnmhand th:ywmu
ipped
away Mlan.'w:r sIM:r of mioral high ground
they might want to occupy on other issues:
What s the mnus lhmamm'lu massdapm—

the liberal elites. o tapinto the gr tation’ toabet-
peope e onand el lroce e e ﬁ:?m;ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬂiﬁmﬂﬁ
Itis not often that a keader can engineer fundamental structural changs ina pality. Trump Eicit ard wmalk
has done that by changing the nature of the Repubilic gl Domesticaly theviar Fdis.

ity in American politics towards what he calls “common sense”, which emphasises Ix:ln:lm
security, sconomic growth, traditional values, and peace through strength.

While his opponents at home warily note Trump's tone of reconciliation in his vic-
tory speech, the rest of the world is bracing for radical changes in the US engagement
with the world in the second term. In hisfirst term, Trump sought to walk away from the

enchantment in both parties: Those who are
pro-lsrael and those who fear anti-Semitism
recoiled at the prospect of street protests; Arab-
American recoiled at the complicityin the war,
Trumyp's claim is not that he is anti-war, but
that the warswould not have happened in the

in favour of and security alliances claiming that the US first place, This i notan anti-war vote, But the
was heing ripped off. During the car the second term, he has amore war irmof the Democrats' utter lack
wigorous effort to reduce the massive US trade deficit by erecting a high ariff wall and of credibility,

greater military burden-sharing by the US allies, Unlike the Last time, Trumg is unlikely

o be constrained by his adwscrs many of whom were drawn from me mainstream es-
hlish Hei: hape America’si

ture the global order, Adapting to his outsized ambitions in the second term will test

America's friends and foes alike,

A LEAP OF FAITH

After home Test series defeat, the spotlight is on BCCl officials,
selectors and coach, Can they take the next step?

OTH ROHIT SHARMA and Virat Kohli finished with an average of 15 runs in

India's hurniliating 3-0 series loss against New Zealand, Never before have

India suffered a whitewash in a homse Test series, The two old guards looked

helpless as the fortress fell, Within days they face the next big challenge. If the

batting stalwarts fail to dramatically turn their form around for the five-Test series in

Mustralia starting this month, India wouldn't make it to the World Test Championship

[WTC) final So if the two 35-plus cricketers don't find a second wind, will the BOC be

ready to take tough calls? The spotlight will ke on the top BCC) officials, selectors and

coach, In the past, head coach Gautam Gambhir has spoken more than anybody in the

Indian cricketing fraternity about the need to end the star culture, It's up & him now to

walkthat talk, with the help of selectors like Ajit Agarkar, and the BCOLOf course, the de-
cision isn't as straight-forward s it seems,

Thee seniors like Rohit, Virat, R Ashwin, Ravindra |adeja didn't perform, but even the

woung brigade comprising Shubman Gill, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Sarfaraz Khan and Rishabh

Pantcouldn't get the team over the [ine despite playing some eyu—rah:hmgkmd&&mng

The second meta-narrative was the dan-
gerto democracy that Trump posed, But there
are three ways the credibility of this angument
s hlunted, The first is that it is seen as simply
an argument fior the status quo, a defence of
anold elite. Second, this risk is not measured
byl'u;ul'es like Hitler: Totalitarian ul |:r.|m-

y Inthec d,itis
measnn:d mare hyﬁglmslllworhan o, if
one is yeaming for historical analogies, dght-
wing figures like Bismarck and Mapoleon who

I know that hundreds of
ia’s brilliant and dynamic

on the phon
muonopolists colluding with
the state to enter your sector
and crush you? Scared of
I-T, CBI or ED raids forcing
you to sell your business to
them?
starving you of capital when
you need it the maost? Scared
of them changing the rules
of the game midway to
ambush you?

Secared of them

combined personal power with a populist
working-class base, Feople might conclude
this might be a more veahle risk, But a mone
important factor is the credibility of liberal in-
stitutions, Trump may be seen as a liar, but

tisan entoni fi

simply dwarfed by the spectacular failures of
Democratic immigration policy, particularhy
in 2022, The idea that the Democratic immi-

gration pnllr:y was apolicy mhad faith, whose

there is also. liberal trut kingz
institutions like the media, academia, even
scientific communities are tinted, noonger
serving truth, weak-kneed in defence of free
speech,and i their own way hostage bo small
elites and oligarchies, What are individual lies,
Trump might intone, when big lies are being
todd about war, Covid and history? Whether
liberal ideas have lost or the credibility of ib-
eralsisthe question of our iime,
Thls is a year in democracy globally,
imcumbent from Poland

E-class dit-
izens is wm;pmd San Francisco and New
York, two ifliberalism, bec
Ibedic poster children of liberal misgovernance.
And finally, we leamnt that crude identity
poditics is ahways confounded by politics. Yes,
there wasagendmgapmwtlru; and at beasta
hir wtasafac-
tor in Kamala Harris's defeat, But abortion did
ot burn out o be as deep a dividing issue as
capecwd Amajority of men and not enough
to care for it, their concerns

tor the United Kingdom to India, have done
lesswell It sugpests that across the world gov-
ernments are struggling to cormvince theirvot-
ers that they have an economic framework
that can both make the economy less of a
zero-sum game and produce a measure of
paychological security. On paper, an inoum-
bent Democratic government should have
been doing much better, with both unem-
ployment and inflation at historic lows, and
the pivot to industrial palicy yielding divi-
dends, ironically in Republican districts, Bug
how voters process a sense of economic well-
being is not captured by headline numbers.
Eight per cent inflation in 2022, even if tran-
mwy and a hnefbu( sharprise in pricesof a

rred
thummmrynFan nthmwmgmd BOHIOMY.
Vioter inflatior cen-

tral hankcs. But the remarkable thing is the ex-
traordinary cash handouts in the aftermath

hlunmdhydm[anﬂmnhasmnmam—
lewel issue, Curioasly, the slow dismantling of
what used to be considered the thind rail of
American politics, affirmative action, barely
provoked a backlash. On transgender issues,
peopleseem obe willing to tolerate new con-
structionsof gender and self-cefinition, but re-
ool at the prospectof converting those into an
idenlogy which radically shifts the noms of
society in general. Race and ethmicity also do
not quite work on predictable lines.

Trump as the 47th President is in a
stronger position than Trump as the 45th, He
has a more powerful popular mandate, He is
better prepared and contrals all three
branches of government. The stage is set for
massive disruption: Economic deregulation,
(s wise, some perilous) tax cuts, higher
tariffs, bcggar—ﬂu-nmghbuul trade pcll!l:les
How
o be seen With i ||15t|ul:|nns Americais now
inunc hecks

of Covid seem to have paid no dividends at

all, and ancdiety about the future overshad-

wved current possibilities. [risvery clear thar

the United States is struggling to come up

with a social contract that can reconcile the

interests of college g:aduan:s wlh thasn of
i dgi

and balances are Il'kcly to erode, Significant
sections of the population, especially undoc-
umented aliens, will live in fear, The coarsen-
ingof public discourse and deepening of social
polarisation will continue, On Famlgn policy,
Ah

thew class. A
tion divide alsocomeswitha Funnofculn.ual
divide, this Faulrllnc mmrﬂm]’cmm
economic Il continue b cl
the conditions for more political churm.
Trump's instinct that immigrationwas the
owerriding issue rurned out to be comect. The
daimthat he

a hipar-

the range of ikl acdmil
‘wide, But it would be foolish tobet on aworld
mare peaceful and predictable, America has
chosen a great disruption, Mow brace your-
selves for the ride,

Thewriteris comtributing exditor,
The Indian Express

THE US I DIDN"T SEE

In bubble of aliberal arts college, we did not realise reality of Trump’s first term

ADYA GOYAL

| REMEMEER NOVEMBER 8, 2016, like it was
yesterday, Sitting pretty in the Blue state of
New York, with Hillary Clinton's projected
chances of winning the presidency ata 71.4
per cent high, my college campus was abuzz
wwilplam forwatch parties and after parties,

rid of all the seniors at one go may leawve the team devoid of | without ad-

equate experience. India's bright new 20-somethings are part of the generation that has

burst through to international cricket without much first-class experience, They have

beenin leadership roles in IPL teams, Mestofthom haven't gone through thng’md nfﬂm
Five-clay gamee, They i Vs istentwork-ethic, th

raining high intensity levels and sustaining energy throwgh a bong campaign.

History offers lessons, and none more than the country they are about to tour now:
Australia. In the 805, stung by the retirements of Dennis Lillee, Greg Chappell, Rod Marsh,
and the failures of next rung seniors like Kim Hughes and Co, Australia thresw their lot be-
Thimeed th i Al like Steve Wangh,
David Boon, Dean Jones. A talented young pack of men chosen as much for their tempera-
ment as talent, hard old-school leader in Border. India might well have to
gothat way at the end of this Australian tour, hersi il
of selling might not agree, but Indian cricket needs to take the beap of faith,

and his carefully ct

BIHAR’S NIGHTINGALE

Chhath puja will not be the same without the songs of Sharda
Sinha, who brought the region's music to the national stage
UST BEFORE THE celebrated folk singer Sharda Sinha died on November 5, at 72,
a day before Chhath puja, with which her music is symonymous, she sang a tran-
i, Wrapped in a white sheet, while on Delhi's AIIMS,
Slnha sang Kabir's lament — Sayivoan nikoes gaye, main na fodi thi No joene kaunsi
i i lief, ickn't put up a fight/ One doesn't knowwhich win-

i thi [ My

oy that ic asat least G0
per cent liberal, and politically active across
the board, support for Clinton was visible in
bdue streamers, blue snacks and blue t-shirts,

Preparation for election day had begun
months in advance. With Democrat Bernie
Sanclers visitin April 2006, dmrv: wasyuamr
vigour itically
oourage everyone towote, And days bofumdm
ill-fated D-clay, palitical student organisations
setup stalls all over the dining areas, with
blue-and-red candy as bait, to appeal to ste-
dients o dothedr duty as dtizens.

Bt asaninternational student, barely one
yearin itwas notmy | political) circus, not my
monkeys, On counting night, | went to the
watch party organised by the Democrats. |
asked my American friends how exacthy vot-
ing worked and sat with them to support
them, Mo ane was prepared for the outcome,

The counting began with a lot of blwe on
TV and lowd cheers of glee, Hillary started
strong and spirits were high: “We are about
o get the first woman President!” and “We
arewitnessing history in the making | " Indeed,
wewere witnessing history, but not inthe way
we had imagined. As the night went on, hints
of red began appearing on screen — and en-

The counting began with a
lot of blue on TV and loud
cheers of glee, Hillary started
strong and spiries were high:
“We are about to get the first
woman President!” and “We
1 history in the
" Indeed, we were

nyg history, but not
in the way we had imagined.

larging. The sense of euphoria was replaced
[ i h :

ihlewave of dread in the room as the blue was

steadily replaced by red, Before counting had
finished, the outcome was clear. Donald

podite” in the company of strangers, Trump's
open aggression was absolutely jarring. And
therein lay his appeal.

Kamala Harris did manage tm “brat sum-
mer” her waymm the hearts of citizens, But

Trumg ASth presi the LIS.
Cutto 2024 Thistime, ' ingasi

her e on the Gaza genocide

ilar spectacle unfold — but from an lndlan

may have many Demacrats whi
woulld either have mvd:ndqmndem ormot

I'm tuned less i
those directly affected and more into analy-
ses of those sitting far away, The ideaofa
Trump presidency seems a tad less scary and
that of Kamala Harris isn't great news either.
Listening to both of their takes on abortion,
immigration policy, gun control, the Gaza
genocide, ervironmental impact, approach to
big business and other polarising issues is al-
st equally disturbing

Thee resultis clear —itis going to be Tump
2.0, Harris may have made headway in abor-
tion rights and gun control, but she would be
just hless for Gaza. For, ider, wha
hasbeen an insider, the stakes are miuch lower.
For one, | no longer have to worry abour
whether [will be deponted after 90 days of un-
empleymcnt.Sum.this timu around Trump

e o i e

atall Anoth wr candidacy
isher tionor

paign trail — one of herkey appeals in the be-
ginning Given her Girly successful stint as vice
president, and scores of celebrity endorse-
ments, she seemed to be America’s sweet-
heart, until polling began,

Thee day after election day in 2016 was the
mist depressing on campus, Attendance was
atanall-time bow and session after session was
heldd to discuss mental health and to reflect
upon o we et this happen™, We didn't re-
aliseirthen, living as we were inour bubble of
theliberal artscollege, But the devastating re-
ality is that this has been Trumip's America.
Protectionist, "keep the Mexdcans owt”, build
walls, ban Muslims, ban abortions. The illu-
SO WS al:tually thcgma!hmmn dream.

Today, th ch gloom in the air. 'm

butweall much his

The phenomenon of Trump was brand
new in 2016, No other president had been as
erratic, bombastic or absurd, In hmdsgllr he

thelLI5: icl, Because
wau:hlru; Trump be swom in the first time

amuMqum@h—lmeng
il overagain The b

onlyseemed o
lic and certain nepuhhcam humd Butina
countryt im-

ist — but sodo][outside Trump 2.0

ooy goyal@expressindincom

In Kabir's world of ni i, these

o weas ajar), in Bhairavi — the ra;

weords are not for the beloved but a reference to the soul leaving the body. It is as if Sinha,
whr.l had I:m:n battling cancer since 2017, was aware that the end was near. But what
-just the remarkabbe quality of Sinha's voice in this video, but also
rhe integrity in every note she sings, even as physical aches take over,

Even as music in Bihar took a bawdy direction in recent years, Sinha propped wp the re-
gion's folk music on the national stage. Born in Hulas in Bihar, she was fond of singing since
chlldhmd Hnl father, aStam Education Department employee, decided to hone his daugh-

ter ! uaciv.'r Sinhatrained in classical music under the aegis
ofPrsi i Nowedd by trainingis ifroem Panna Devi A .bmth
Begum Akhtar, who i viice, whil

ent competition in Lucknow, changed the course of her career, Armed with canl'dmm and
fher hushand's support, Sinharm:lrdmfalkmnpthar ill at hirths

Sinha had a stint in Bolly inSooraj Barjatya's Maine Pyor Kiyo [ 1989)
and Hum Aapke Hrin Koun ( 1994), But itwas Taar bijli se pathe hamare piya’ —a satire on
Bihar and its politics — in Anurag Kashyap's Gangs of Wasseypur 2{ 2012) that left anin-
delible mark. She was awarded the Padma Shriin 1991 and Padma Bhushan in 2018 for
fer extranrdinary service to folk music,
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CALM IN CAPITAL

structions had been nssuc:l that all rv.‘llgmus
and educational insti w

president for the next four years. About 55 per
centof the eligible voters® opinion polls were

AFTER WITNESSING FIVE days of t-
rioting since the Partition, the situation in
Dl is Fast refurning to normal It was anin-
cident-free day in the capital and all major
shopping centres and offices were reapened.
The Central Secretariat comiplex and Central
Vista lawns were humming with the lunch-
howr crowd In the commercial-curm-residen-
tial colonies, life was normal and one could
ikchs and Hindus travelling in buses.

RELIEF WORK UNDERWAY
FRIME MIMISTER RAJIV Gandhi has said in-

EOVErNmMent cost, H.e wld adnputahon of
prominent Sikhs that the governme nt was
briefed of the situation and reliefwork wasin
progress. The PM said that sufficient forces
had been deployed to ensure peace,

US vOTES

VOTER TURN-0OUT was high as an election
batthe that lasted over a year and cost mone
than abillion dollars reached clima with mil-
lions of Americans casting ballots to elect
Ronald Reagan or Walter Mondale as their

y for Reagan.
RELIEF FOR REFUGEES
'WITH MORE PEOPLE pouring into refugee
camps, the civil administration has taken
charge of running them from the Army, Jeint
secretaries from various mindstries have now
been put in charge of coordination of admin-
istration inall the camps. The administration
had assured voluntary organisations that a
decision had been taken to break up the
largest camyp at Shahdara, which

over 15,000 people.

AIARAL TN ANEYBDEES Aedd
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‘America first' and India

Trump 2.0 raises some immediate economic concerns for
India, but his policies may fall short of poll-time rhetoric

ONALD TRUMP'S STUNNING return to the White House
requires India to be more circumnspect regarding itsexternal-sec-
tor policies, including leand economic ybut is unlikely
tobe un.scnling for New Delhi as many would rear. There is little
chanee of any loss of India's access to multiple weapon and other technolo-
glesasavirtual constituent of the Nuclear Supy Giroup, orun
of its stature as a potential counterweight to Chinain the Indo-Pacific. This
15 because stralegictles in this mgard are |:1urcarless entrenched, and are
fully in'Washington's i Chlna,l:ndla,
and others, if carried out in |:1agniludes mrrcspmdingln o hae has artic-
ulated it — 60% on China and 20% across the board — would indeed jack

OHALD TRUMP WILL be
the next President of the
United States. In the end,
the clection was not as
closely contested as antid-
pated. The Republicans have also made
pains in the Senate and will retain their
mi|nr|l}rlnlhn Houseof Representatives,

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

® SECOND COMING
FOREIGN AND ECONOMIC POLICY IN HIS NEW TERM IS LIKELY TO BE A ROLLER-COASTER RIDE

The Trump 2.0 disruption

SHYAM SARAN

The writer is a farmar Foreign Secretary of India

up global prices of commuodities and finished goods. This and the

expansionary fiscal policies by Trump 2.0 eould raise global inflation, delay
orlessen the extent of rate cuts by the Federal Reserve and peers,and dry out
capital inflows into India, The Reserve Bank of India, faced with a new bout
of inflation, amid a weakening of consumption demand, could find itself in

majority already and this may be further
strengthened during the second Trump

energy, the Inflation Reduction Act. This

presidency. e ly beane
of the mare powerful US presidents in

recent ywith to deliver

amore unenviable position with high-priced imports inflating domestic
prices, while having to prevent the rupee from falling too much, agalnst a
stronger dollar.

For India, which is already facing a slowdown In aggregate d

1, and

on his ambitious but contested agenda,
This includes radical measures on trade,
such as his declared intent to put a 60M:
tarff on all imparts from China and an

a consistent drag on its gross domestic product from its negative "net
exports',th ould mean significant adversities in thest

term, Around 1896 of India smcrdumlwc uhlpmmlsand haIE ul’scrvices
exports are to the US. Any | i

a the-board  10-20% tariff on
Iimports from other countries. If he goes
ahead with these tariffs, expect trade
retaliation, most certalnly from China,
I1‘I|u: {nsue of abortion was not enough

access tothe US markets or the west's China Plus O Ty el bee L
Ited, and confined to a few areas, as competition is severe from Southeast
Astaand elsewhere. To be sure, a large part of India's goods exports to the US
(ower 575 billion each in the last three financlal years) are of low-value-addi-
ton petroleum products, and gems and jewellery, where any additional tar-
iffswould hit India. However, as abig supplierof branded genere drugs to the
U5 market, India might not face big problems,as Trumpwon't want to raise
healthcare costs of his people.Although Trump calls Indiaa “tariff king " and
the country’s average tariffs have inched up from a low of 13% in 2009 by
over four perc e points, the country’s C being just 4% of
import value shows the actual barrlers are not that high. Any curbs on H1B
visas is another potential negative fallout for India from Trump 2.0, How-
ever,theimplications of theTr Idency through his full second term
could still turn out to be rather benign for India. 1t is unlikely that Trump
would force any course change for the assorted technology agreements
between the two countries signed during the previous reglmes, including
the Biden administration.
The US is also likely to invest at a greater pace in India, given the reliance
ad'lhe Big Tech and American defence glants on lhe large Indian markets,
b countr inlong-gestation infra-
structure projects,and Ercnliermanuiacluﬂng sectors, Trump's protection-
It rhetoric is unlikely to be matched in action, given that an untrammelled
version of it could harm the Amerlean economy as much as the global out-
put. Over the course of time, reality would bite :hard and he vmulr] have m

tone dawn Lherabid pulidca.l'rump’ i Itil, Iy dlesi

dlimate ct ol | Brecnenergy
and Lozmlumun mchno]ogicu Whilclhlswuldindm] bedetrimental to
the of i devel its ad effect on India could

be counterbalanced by an incidental larger avenue for it to raise thermal
powercapacities in the medium term.

Juul memes don't mean
Gen Zisfi nancmlly rash

ors to Kamala Harris, She also failed to
lise the younger mal despite

may pled with the US walking out
of the Paris Cllmam Change

Ukraine, Europewill not beable to sustaln
support for It on its own. Two, if Trump

yet again, The Hmited oumlraintn on I.I'S

reaches out resident Viadimir
Put vand fire,which
will | the loss of territory

oil and gas mah:rn In conduc ph

e part of Ukraine, the B

@® HEALTHY BET
Biocon co-founder Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw
| am confident that India's pharma sactor will
be recognised as integral to US healthcare
reforms for the Trump administration

antl,pal]lyand suspicion of Russia, dunpl.m

Trump's p tions
cessful during his previous tenure.

We will also need to await the key
appaintments he makes for the Incoming
administration to get a better sense of
what toexpact in the next four years,

For India and thecurrent political dis-
pmnatlm a Tr\lmp pnmdency does nDt
US allies and partners. One asset is the
obvious personal and even ideological
affinity between Trump and Prime Min-
Ister Marendra Modl. There appears to be
confidence that nlm:c'lmmpinlllwl)'tnbu

transac

raticin el proidue |
sltive areas will almost certainly be aban
doned. With the world's lamunl econamy
Jimatec the
almad)'blmik praspects for tackling global
ome dire.

What about US foreign

find themseles in a very difficult posi-
thon, having to deal with a triumphant
Putin, Trump's disdain for the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) will
also weaken European security. Trump

made with him even In fraught economic
and commerdal relationships, Trump 1
less likely to put pressure on India on
human rights and communal issues
though the ongoing judicial process
Invalving alleged atternpts

1
to President Joe Biden, she lost some sup-

policyunder Trum iffs on imports against
erewillbe refolcingin  For India and the  and if that happens, the
Benjamin  Netanyahu's H autlook for P 1
Israe] and deep anxiety and :::“::l::tt':::l nomicand military secu- I
in Ukraine, P! " ritylooks bleak.
We should expect lsraglto TrUMp presidency 1f the record of the first

and Canadian Khalis-
tani elementswill not go away.
T

defance and tachnal-

Oy
advance as it has over several administra-
thons, The overall expectation Is that the
bilateral relationship will remain in posi-
tive tnnlwry Howwvr. aTrump presi-

part from the Latino and even Aslan con- doubledown on itsmilitary  does not create the  Trump presidency is any-
stituencies,which [ ditionally in Gaza and 1l thing to go by, the Indo-
Demaocratie. southern Lebanon. The US oo In:::lllulsl Pacific regh

Clearly, this Iu mmndl.ug m|mlun will be more proactive in among .r terunder Trump.Chinawill
ofthel i Israel with both allies and partners likely remain the main tar-
resshon of middle- r]amwnd blue-collar | advanced weapons and a getof LIS il and

worker anger over higher costs of living
The qmntlul1 s Can Trump bring prices

protective shield against
retaliation from any quarter, While

down? tariffs not
result in even higher prices? But this will

have to be confronted another day.
The other lssue on which Trump has
promised urgent and drastic action Is
 thi us

woters, He may resume the construction
of a wall along the southern border. But
wuuld large -scale deportation oﬂllugal

carry
out an attack on Iran's nuclear facilities,
Trump may not be ready to go that far. He
may, however, widen the scope of eco-
nomibe sancthons against Iran and wink at
covert and not-so-covert actions against
Irandan targets. Trump's antipathy to lran

in that context, the impor-
tance of the Quadrilateral (Quad), com-
prising India, Japan, Australia,and the LS,
Islikelytobeenhanced. Ofinterest to India
i whether the US abjective of weakening

e

and Chinawill beadvanced toany degree,

If ane were to hazard a guess, Putin will

keep his strong economic and securlty
Chi h

dencyislikelyto
litical landscape in unpn:dl.cliblu wayn
The global economy may be severely
Impacted iFTrump follows theough on his
economic agenda. The collateral impact
on Indian economic prospects may be
quite serious, Trump's anti-immigration
policieswill affect Indian accesstothe US,

from India to the US may become a con-
tnntl.oun Issue in our relations if Trump
wat.

At this stage, some straws in t.'hcwl.m:l

may not extend to risk-

Ing awiderwar inthe rngiun

Ig . a8 he has
practical?
Trumyp s likely to jettison Biden's sig-

nature initiative on climate change and

he will reasan
t be deeply apprehensive of thn second
Trump presidency.

One, if Trump decides to abandon

benefit from a bess aggressive LS postune
against Russia. There is also the question
as to what degree the US military and its

may be There will by

clarity once we have an idea of lhu naw
administration team and alaying out ofa
pulil:yagmrla.Mm severylikelihood of

intelligenc

even willing to shed their deep-seated

ter ride. Seat belts must be
prt fastened atall times!

Arming banks to avert climate risks

AMARENDU NANDY
AAYUSH ANAND

IIM Ranchi, and ssscutive, BSNL

The success of the RBI's recent initiative of
Climate Risk Information System shall hinge
on addressing several policy imperatives

A SPATE OF extreme weather eventslike  assessments, Secondly,th Inecessitate  tives for climate-resilient inf ture

the Tt RB-CRIS for India's Indlia's banks to develop the capacity to could mitigate risks in cyclone-prone

JUULUSERS ARE comingInto 1 ! United States orthose closer horme in Ker- banking sector are likely to be profound, P Smaller areas, while macroprudential measures

million class-action settlement against the e-cigarette maker. Part of the lawsult ala, Assam, and North India underscares heswith ! inpirtl.culir.miylnrt the  likeacarbon countercyelbeal capital bu ffer

alleged Juul Labs marketed to minors, consumers whao are now largely young adults Ihgmngfwlmryindwmrllyofl:li toclimate change, such as agricul in- expertise infor- could fortify the financlal system by
we knowas Gen 2, the fmstmclun: and energy, fII:L‘ 1 mad sk ='"4 ntrilqﬁrdnd- rediilring to i
00,000 claims havel J,with pay u:mntnmd forrobust d man- credit limate  slons,which during periods of high catbon-intensi

dmdntnl:hmnaminufdullan meanme st,lt Iy the first y agernent, both ally. ik ability form mmmll: ks hynnallng agaphul:mn crodit exposure,

fcashc According to the Global Climate Risk I8¢ —crit- Institu- Fifthly, there's a risk that RE-CRIS

[nclam:Gm!hnhhn.mtlemmu e puil dtuation intoa ilndrx. India Inthwnmnth nmlwlmu icalc tions, Therefore, sector-wide capacity- could inadvertently encourage a tick-box

It 1 ofthesit- yroclimate ch ment, Banks can evaluate the 1 M incly 0 approach to climate risk management,

uation, There tspending th 1 ' In this context, the Reserve Bank of impact of varlous climate ing and resource support, Banks might focus oncomplyingwith the

Unbr yseerms to bea hallmark withtheir India {RBI)'s recent I.nIHaH\'L'nfthe Cli- loan port- will be ruclal to letter of any new regulation rather than

finances, But it would be a mistake to 1ntm'pml their cml Invir swagger and snark for
Indifferenceto f Infact, tl
somal finances than their elders wereat IMIrign Notably, today’s Gen 2 cohort aun
Ilwmlnu in thmlr retiremonts at the Imdmnu of 20,0n average — faryounger than
25, 0rGenX, fior atamed-
lanageof 30. says areport frnm'lrinnammca Center for Retirement Studies.
Research conducted by FINRA Investor Education Founda-
tionand CFA Institute found that 56% of Gen 2 owned at least
some invest 2023,Gen 2" tisno
doubt due in part to the dmncrilluliun of lnvesting t.hm\qﬂl

it climate consicler-

apps and the aval:labl.'llly of easlly
soclal media. Butw eni
maney,but rathera fmatmtl.cm
that I in
their careers and launching inte adult life.
Gen Z, whose oldest members are 17, have come into

atlons into core business strategies. To
address this potential challenge, the RBI

vl limate
risk governance framework mandating
board-level oversight, implement stress

tests that assess business model
resilience, and introduce a disclosure
regimae emphasising qualitative aspects

Finally, there is the broader economic
impact to consider, Nudged by RE-CRIS,

RE-CRIS)  folias, and  The go allsizes
can bevirwvdinidgnmcanl a::d tlmmly overall financial health, b can manage climate risks
step.TH This, in turn, will inform ~~ aNd the RBImUSt iy
talchallengeindlimateriskmanagement  strategie declsions around  leverage RB-CRIS Thirdly,thecentral bank
~ the lack of standardised, high-quality lendling practices, assetallo- data for policy must provide clear guide-
data. The flaqnmu:d nature of climate cation,and capital ves, [T within  lines on how to effectively

s long bean a 15 that el fvely Tl utilise the RB-CRIS data in

block for lons i iti- climate gk climate-vulnerable forward-looking climate

l)'I.ng thehuxpﬂwmwdlmam ks, RB- may gain a gi and sect | lalling. This is
P ge by ly crucial as the REBI of banks'climate strategies.

tu ryof proc .alan better pricing tsks and haulgmallndll\almgulamd

dardised r]lmatl.' data that could help 1 il fi entities will spon be required to disclose

Integrate such risks into financlal super- ing and sustainable imvestments, povernance, strategy, and risk managa-

wishon and macroprudential policy.
RE-CRIS shall comprise two compo-
nents — first,a publicly accessible web-

adulthood justasthe US hasc housing

toryafd, Tuding

However, the success of RB-CRIS shall
hinge on addressing several palicy imper-
athves. Firstly,the effectiveness of thissys-
tem vdll nl.tl.ca]lydcpund on the quality

ment metrics in line with international
standards, inchuding those set by the Task
Farce on Climate-related Financial Dis-
:IDnumn and the IFRS 52 framework

an banks adjust their risk assessment
mndulu to account I‘m climate change,
theremayl

ing away from carbon-intensive indus-
tries, While this supports environmental
objectives, it ralses concerns about the

crisls. Home prices are upsharpl)'fmm I’Iwmmagu Rents metearalogical and geos patial informa- and Toen- 1k halp align Indian
LOWRY alsoshotup during back this tion m.uwnl bmmm not unly mgulmd aumamrﬂq‘,mhml m:hudulq;lw.fm bank.s prac l
Blnombarg year hasn tmadeli[umuchuaslerfurapmnnl seekers, inclu- tion, u:lw:rmul aldl.ngln the seamless adoplinn of di-
W‘hilquZ]mnlumnablnln@tahmadofﬂmcumunI.mr ding the public; andwwnd arortalnf o,
esting,many Gen Those aged 18 processad data sets § of RB-(‘RISwllhbankn' l‘wrthly,thnwnmmntang the REI
to 2% are L1 2 trillion of del ! New mats fior llequip must leverage RE-CRIS data for policy

‘York. The average debt load for Gen Zers was nearly § 30,000, according to Experian,
Steep inflation in the aftermath of the Covid pandemic made it even hander for
prople just smrllng out. 1t's o surprise that almost a quarterof Gen 2 investors have
drawal savings,arate that's higher than
foreither millennials or Gen X,
Social media has changed the way
upabout mistakes,
in a public foram. [ndund nume Gen Zers soem to have ﬁmt ]mmnd abuu:t the [uu]
class-action 1l I TikTober
to submita; the [ne. Now,pl e
dlingthclump sum payment.
It's probably not lost on anyene that many of those rm:l.\flng the qul ull]mmnt
it thousands of dollars on an addictive product

takena

talk about money. Many feel

daadll

financial institutions with the tools nec-
essary to conduct thorough climate risk

entialwhich may necessitate technologi-
ross the tor

THE EDITOR

Material resources

Apropos of “Moving with the times”
(FE, November 5) the majority
dacla-cln Df:he Supreme Court

| bench rernaved all

thary spent, nor can it heal any harm done to users” Ma]ll\ Butﬂmtdnmn tmaju:tllin
their finances. Personally, | betasignificant number

of Gen Zars wil financial d I.vmsst save o pay down debt
with their I dash e.You can always make
asilly TikTokvid lavish spend Hling out the money,

In fact, you might want to brace for a fresh round of TikTok videos next winter,
when settlement reciplents get their 1099 forms and start paying thelrcuts to TRS,

ambiguity araund the directive
principles of state palicy on securing
material resources of the community
as best to subserve the common
good as envisaged in Article 39{b).
Darect and indirect taxes collected by
the central and state governments are

also material resaurces deployed for
the community. We pay hatf of aur
earmings as income tax, goods and
services tax, and local taxes to
governments for the sake of
cammunity. It meets the requirement
afArticle 39{b). 4 large number of
social organisations, corporate
bodies, individuals, trusts, and
religious institutions deploy material
resources for weltare and other public
services. Our economy is a perfect
balance of socialist and capitalist

economic ctors and com-

munities reliant on these industries. Poli-

cymakers must doy

porta just transition, unaurh:gthamﬁwln

applications within climate
regions and sectors. For instance, incen-

pokcias with strong democratic
fundamentals, ensuring robust and
consistent growth.

~Vinad Johri, New Delhi
US-India equation
Apropos of “india's defining
refationship with US" (FE, Navernber
&), a lot is being made out of who is
better for india — Danald Trump ar
Kamala Harris. The bilateral
redationship is at such a stage that
whoever is in the White House can

soctal and economic
Views are porsonal

only have a conciliatary approach
towards India. Be it trade or
geopolitics, both candidates shawed
interest in working with India and
recognise that it can be leveraged as
a counterweight to China. At a time
when the warld wants to move away
from a dollar-based econamy, the US
President will be well advised to keep
India in its good books.

~—Gurnoor Grewal, Chandigarh
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The Trump
presidency

What can India expect from the new
American President in his second term

onald Trump's election as the 47th

President of the United States (US) will have

a profound effect on that country’s politics,

given Trump's threats to go after his
opponents, dismantle the civil service, and replace
it with political appointees,

The fact that Trump's first term saw him pulling
the US out of key global arrangements such as the
Paris Agreement on climate action and the lranian
nuclear deal, has stoked fears that more such
moves during his second presidency could
negatively impact the work being done to shore
up global rade and tackle the climate crisis, both
existential issues that are of great importance to
all countries, including the Global South, of which
India sees itself as the voice. In Europe, the most
immediate fallout of a Trump presidency could be
achange in the trajectory of the Russia-Ukraine
war, given his propensity to reduce American
commitments to the long-standing security
architecture built around Nato,

But what of India?

While it is true that India too could feel the heat
of the protectionist policies that Trump is expected
to adopt while chasing his dream of making
America great again by reviving domestic
manufacturing, the fact is, countries around the
waorld, including India, have become protectionist
in the walke of the Covid-19 pandemic. Key elements
of the India-US partnership, such as collaboration
in defence and security and joint work underway
on developing the critical technologies of the
future, are insulated from a change of government
and have a momentum of their own,

And Trump's views on China — if they haven't
changed since his first term — will likely put
Washington and Beijing on a collision course in
areas as diverse as geopolitics, trade, technology,
and space, all of which could benefit India.
Trump's comments on protecting Hindus (and
other minorities) in Bangladesh have also
resonated in India, Finally, the US President-elect
and India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi share a
warm relationship, and the latter was one of the
first global leaders to congratulate Trump after his
victory on Wednesday.

While New Delhi will be hoping that some of
the impulsiveness and transactional approach
associated with Trump's first term are absent in his
second, given that the bilateral relationship only
strengthened in his first teem, it has reason to cheer
his retuirn to the White House,

More than sports to
hosting the Olympics

hen news of India sending its letter
Woflm:cm for the 2036 Olympics to the

International Olympic Committee broke,
many experts and fans wondered whether the
country needed to host the quadrennial event.
The decision to formally express India’s interest
in hosting the Games comes at a time when few
nations are willing to spend big money to organise
mega global sporting events.

In recent years, investrent in the Olympics has
mostly turned out to be a white elephant and host
cities have reeled under the enormous financial
burden the Games entail. Beijing, where the Games
were held in 2008, was an outlier to this trend ina
different way for China meant to host the Olympics
to showcase its arrival on the global stage as an
economic power. That worked for it.

India is hoping for more, Barring Delhi, no
Indian city has the infrastructure — from hotels to
stadiums — to host a mega event like the Olympics.
So, preparations for the Olympics may well provide
the trigger to build and expand much-needed urban
infrastructure. It will also give an impetus to India’s
sporting ambitions, just as the 2010 Commonwealth
Games did.

At the same time, the Olympics, if they do make
thedr way to India, will be about so much more than
just sport. India has set its eyes on becoming a
developed nation by 2047; the Olympics, a decade
from now and a decade before the centenary of
Indian Independence may well offer India a
platform to highlight its economic muscle, reiterate
its soft power and project its leadership ambitions.

ith Trump, it's back
to the future for the US

America’s presidential
elections are over, but
the existential challenges
for its democracy

and governance

have just begun

i wihhat weas billed asa statistical
e heat, Repu blican nominee
Dok Troumposce sgaln repu:
iabed the experts and struck a
ecsive blow in the 2024 United
Sintes (US) prosiden tind election,
entapulting himsell o a second, nan:
comseoutive Lermm in the Witite House

Trump, no stranger to shredding
the political rulebook, led a sweep of
the seven critical “swing states”, elim-
inating any plausibde path w victory
for Democratic Viee President
Kamala Harrls. Harrls's best route to
the White Howse always by through
the “Blue Wall” states of Michigan.
Pennsylvaiia, and Wisconsin, Trump
not oy srsshed this bulwark. buthe
also ran the bles in the "Sun Belt”
states of Arizona, Georglo, Nevada,
and North Carolina.

I the current era of US domestic
politics, "blg” victorles are ofen
mensured in the hundreds of thou-
sundls of votes. In this lght, Trump's
2024 wiumph qualifies o sweeping.
Al.thwgh bollots are still being
Trump ks on treck so clinch

bege minjority.

The recriminations within the
Democratic Party have alrendy begin.
Should an ageing, unpapular Joc
Biden have withdrawn earlier? Did
Haris err in choosing Minnesota gov-
ernor Tim Walz over Josh Shapiro,

critical Penmsylvania? Could Harris
have distanced herself from the Biden
administration’s handling of the Gaza
erisis? Dic the Democrats focus exces-
sively on the threat Trump poses 1o
|iberal demooracy?

These are valid questions but
largely beside the point. The Amer-
can public was clamouring for
change, something that any sitting
Vice President was -suited tochanm-
[phon. The soaring price of housshold
ondds from groceries to gas kel tens of
millions of Americans seething. The
spoctre of Hlegal immig ration, ampli-
Fled by Right-wing media. further
Fuselbed disenchaniment. Save for col
lege-educated women and those
above 65, there was o broad
Rightward twrn  that
Included menand most oth-

i minoritics

Now that the electoral

verdict in America |s clear.

spent four years vetling executive
4]

Trump, abowe all else, The establish-
ment Republicans who occipiod by
cabinet positions in Trump LO have
1 bomie in the new administration.
This hardline coterie will advance
atake-no-prisoners approach topol-
iy, albeit one that could be tempered
by o Demmocratic-controlled Houwse ol
Representatives (whose fate s
unclear). On Mlegal immigration,
Trump's jroject, wide Seephen
Miller has already warned that “the
Tirst WO doys of the Trump odminis-
tration will be pure bliss — followed
by another four years of the most
Tearel-bi tingg nction conceivable.”
Institutional  miceties
about an Independent justice
department working to
impartially enforee the rule
of law will be rubbished,
Other than llegal Imimigra-

what might it portend for Milan tion, Trump's principal law
the US. India, and Indian T niorcement priority is using
Americans? Vaishnav the nation's investigalive

For the US, no word ————= agencies (0 prosecute his
comies 1o mind more readily political adversaries. The
than “uncertainty”. As former presl- — politicsation of the justio:

dential candidabe Vivek Ramaswany
vecently explabed, patting Trump in
Lve Wit Hiouse mens. haviing some-
one in office who keeps others,
Including foreign boade rs, comianily
uessing o8 o way of extrocting bever-

g
I hiks first term, Trurmg ushered in
an unabashedly chaotic managerial
ethes that kel Friends and loes unsure
of his next move, Trump's volarility,
however, should not obfuscate the
fact that Trump L0 is much better
prepared to implement its agenda
lhlﬂl]nlnl) 1O
For starters, the Make America

i machinery
will be made easier ([ Tramp Rullls his
long-standing desire o strig thou-
sands of government officials of civil
service prodections, The US Senate,
control of which resis in Republican
hands, could lend air cover 1o these
wlforts.

As far as India Is concemed, some
in Dielhi believe that India successfully
maniged Thirp du g bis st e
through a mix of flattery and transsc-
tionalism. Others are (rightly) scopti-
cal that India can fx Trurmp so easily
this time around. Trump's foreign
policy, much like Biden's, will remain
embedded withina barger framework

Trunap's volatility should nat nhﬁlnml.t the Il:llIanrmq?.olnmuil
4 iy

But Indla is valnerable on multiple
eounts,

Trump, aggrieved by America’s
bilateral trade deficits, has never seen
aneconemic problem that tariffs —
the “maost beantiful word in the dic-
tionary” — cannot fix, This includes
the possibility of an across-the-board
{rmport tax on manufacured goods. In
theory, additional trade restrictions
tangeting China could createan open-
ing for new Indian exports. bit the
wklnlu-mg#:tswh his only o
e-nlunln i the “grent realloca-
thon” aveay from China todate. India’s
groen energy parincrshipwith the US
1 s ikely Lo fisll on hard tmes, Just
mionths alier his insuguration in 2017,
Trump Exmously withd rew from the
Paris Climate Accords, calling out
India’s investments in coal produce
tlon im the process.

Finally, this brings us 1o Indian
Americans. The recently released
v Amerfaan Attitades Survnrsug:
gests that the Democratic Party's grip
on indian American voters has weak-
ened: The Democrats’ 70:20 advan-
tage in 2020 has becomae & 6030 split
today. The bulk of this shift is
explaned by Indian American men

Trump Lo RAEUTRS

g From exit polls and several pre-
clection sirveys showing a discerni-
ble erosion in the Democrats” Lradi-
thonal holl over md nority volers, As
with the American public, this shift in
Indian American preferences was
driven by cconomic anxiety, fears
illegal immigration, and concerns
about identity polites, Trump will
seek to consolidate this support but
his efforts o curb legal < not just ilbe:

~— immigration, curtall elforts 1o
combal the climate crisis, and restrict
reproductive ireedoms could under-
mine this effort.

In his January 2017 insugural
udd.n.x; 'lrlunpu:mu.m(u] Uhat Lhe
ernof erCan carnige” was over,
For America, the clection may be fine
fshed, but the existential challenges
Tor democrncy and governance hive
Just begun, There could be more car-
nage arand the corner,

i Vidshinaw s semdor fellow amd
dirrctor of the South A prograname
atthe Cemagie Endowment for
Imtermariona Proce in Washington, DC.
He s ee-director, with Smitre Badrinst-
haand Drevesh Kapur, of the 2024 Irndion
American Aftifudes Survey,

the popular governor of electorally

Great Again (MAGA

Jecosystem has

of strategic competition with China.

unider the age of 40. This echoes find-

The wiews expressod ae persanal

How geopolitics is set to
change with Trump 2.0

his imminent return bo the White

House in January 2005 are manu-
mental developrments ned only for American
domestic politics but also for global power
relations. While the sateome of every Ameri-
can election is globally consequential,
Trunp's secomd tuminﬁ will be more crucil
and impaciiul around the planet because of
its thimd mnnd nature,

With the post-Cobd War cra of relative sta-
bility under o supposedly benign Hberal LS
leadership having definitively ended the
atakes are higher today. As the world hurles
ack into an age of intensilying competition
and confrontation among major powers, the
podicies that Trump 2.0 adopts wward Amer-
fea's peer rival China, lesser adversaries like
Russia, Iran, and North Korea, and allies and
strategic partners in Europe and Asia,
inchuding ndia, will ratier goeatly.

To its credit, the first Trump
administration did read the tea
leaves correcthy and tried o concep-

tually reorient American foreign

onald Trump's remarkable eleetion
D victory in the Unived States (US) and

fvter-State rivalry and warfire. Even though
the Joe Blden adminkstration attempted
reverse this atrophy from 2020 onwards, it
fell flat, The straseggic doubts about American
leadership that Trumpaowed in Uhe mindsof
alliesand partners persisted and will resur-
face stron gy in his wpeoming second term.
The landscape of litics has changed
unregogmisbly. bt Trump the politician and
rebel s mot mm'lui [Iml hils decades-ong
core bellefs, assumptions, and tactics. His
Inmate economic nati onalkst tenden cies o get
tough on allles and pariners, especlally ln
trade and forefgn Invesimend, |s unlikely w
el b (i s secoid terin, With nothiig lefl
1 bose and o legacy of radical populism to
permanently entrench in US policymaking,
Trump could be more unpredictable and
Intransigent in his second term.
For Imdia, Trump 2.0 ¢alls for cool and
rational reflection, recalibration, and read-
justment based on o thorough
assesament of what he and his
brand of radical polltics represent.
Preserving and consolidating the
US-Imclia (nmprrhcmivv Clobal

policy wiy from the US's decades- Strategic Partnership, irrespective of
Nomg prioritsation of Fhadis terror- Sresram who reignsin the White House, has
ism and non-State actor extremism Chaulia been a tyword of Indlan kereign pol-
as its primary threats. Trump's 307 bey for the past several years. It is

National Sccurity Strategy named

“the revisionist powers of Chima

and Russla” as the maln challengers w US
dominance, ahead of Al-Qaeds and the
Islamic Stmte (ISIS).

Bt wns durlogg Trumgp L thit Quad group
of allbes and partmers, including Australia,
Japan, and India, was revived from deep
slumiber o cowterbalanoe China and koep o
check on ity serritorial expansionism and
aggression. The very term Indo-Pacilic,
which accords Indla a central role in shaping
the pan-regional order, permanently
aced Asia-Pacific and got mainstreamed
in the US government’s lingo and policies
during Trump 1.0,

Yot in practice, Tramp 1.0 did not defiver
what was necessary to curb China's menace,
Guicled by his famously unorthodox isola-
tionist instinct 1o minimise costly foreign
eommitments for protecting and shoring up
allies and ners. Trump deliberately
undermined America’s strategle credibilin
during his first term., By unbeashing protec-
o5t tracle wars agalngt Dot just Chima bul
allofthe US's European and Aslan allies and
strategle parners, Trump 1O weakened
America’s cochet Bor strofeghc generos ity and
strateghe reassurance. The mean and Lrais-
actional side of Trump, which the Washing-
tomestablishment and burcaucracy desper-
ately tried 1o rein in, hurt confidence in the
US and pushed many counirics toward
accommodating or succumbing to the
dcmandxdmwnﬂw nations

For exampie, the “bandwagoning” of the
Ph;tl]::lnwwfhlm began under Trump's
wanch, Nor was the question of whether the
USwould really fight 1o save Talwan If China
vated clearty answoered, His itch for strik-
ing showpicce deals with China, Russia, and
other powers alming 1o revise existing
reglonal onders, and his conflating of alles
and partners with opponents. left the US
ungrrepared for the new oraof comventional

and will remain an absolute impera-

tive due to the sharpening China
|||1mu thart India faces W its security and its
rlse.

Given Trump's obsesston with trade defi-
clts nne his Frequent verbal attacks on India
as @ “very blg abuser” of wrlils, New Delhi
iy bie better off seeking a classle Trarmp-
style bilateral deal with Washingion early in
his second term. An inltiol percepiion that
Iniflin i acting fabr vo US workers and compa-
nies will save a ot of bad blood and recrimi-
nations and ensure that rwo-way trade and
imvestment fows remain robest,

O the geopolitical side, ndin must seoe
the opportunity of Trump's condemnation of

humm'c violence™ against minorities in
nggkedesh and his vow to bolster “our great
Fﬂnn\rshlp with [ndia and my pood friend,

e Minister Mod (™, Lack of geopolitical
conrdination between the US and India on
Alghanistan. Pakistan, and Bangladesh has
been a sore podnt during the Biden presi-
dency, and [ will be an schievement il gaps
e rediced under the umbrella of i fenewed
Trump-Modi personal bromance.

Even if Trump once agaln fafls o execube
 gramel multilateral oo lithon bauiiding strat-
ey, India con harness his second ferm by
aligning with the US on matters where bilag-
eral interests intersect. The icing on thecake
From a domestic Indian politics standpoint is
that Trump and the Republicans are pot
prone to hypocritical criticlsm of alleged
backsliding in human rights and literal val-
ues. Still, cespite the ideological congruenoe
between the Indian Right and Trump, man-
aging him and his unscripted ways will ea
test for Indian diplomacy in the next four
yiEars.

Sregram Chinilia ds the autfvor of the racenify
prablishedd book, Friends: Imdin's Closest
Siraieglc Partners.

The vlews expressed are persemal
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stically bring just

1}[ a peace

1 Ukraine closer

Bracing to negotiate with
a protectionist America

onald Trump has just won the maost
geopolitical of all Ameriean ehec.

tions, This was a bitterly Fought clec.

tion in a highly divided nation.
Kamala Harris came in far 100 lae in the race,
and Trump beat her fair and square. For
Trump and his supporters, this will fed likea
vindication of the election that they believe
wits stolen from them in 2020 Trump's
speech to his supporters is nevertheless a
gond beginning. He sald be would help Amer-
ica hieal and vowed to fight for every citizen.
It s, however, hard to overloolk the fact that
this eletion was fought over substanial dif-
ferences on Issucs such as democ-
racy, ecomomy, Immigration,
women's reproductive rights, trade,
and, more broadly, geopolitics. The
two candidmes could not be further
apeart on all these bsies. I Hards felt
this election was a do-ar-dic thing
for democricy, Tramg fell the same
way but from a different direction
He wanted to be sure that this time
the election would not be “solen”

from him. On the economy, the pe

Mohan
Kumar

have voled for Trump In the hope that e
wonikd bring the conflictio an end. Fourth, the
mntter of America's Ses with China — Trump
willl struggle with two conflicting objectives:
One, wanting 1o be seen as very tough vis-i-vis
Chiina and two, being the pragmatic staesman
who makes a smart deal with China®s Xi Jin-
ping. Which one will prevail? Fifth, on the
question of international trade, there is genu-
ine warry that Trump may wreak havoe. The
World Trade Ovgantsation (and its director
general Oboonjo- weala) may not survive
another Trump presidency. Trump has this
crazy noton of a “reciprocal trade sct” that
ol imapose pumitve il not just
o foes Hke China bt also on frlends
such s the EL and India. Finally, will
Trump dismanile the Inflaton
Roduiction Act that the Biden Admin-
Itratian padsed? Ao, will Trimp
completely withdmw the US (thesec
ond liggest ernitier of 002 emiimsicns
after China) from the battle against
theclimate crisis?

From Indins point of view, the

1o have bowght Trump's arguments more
than Harris's, On immigration, Trump was
soenas more lkely to defend voters' intorests
than Hamris Women's reproductive rights
probably mattered less than what the Demo-
craits thougglat, Wonild it be right to say that the
Unised States (US) was not ready fora woman
president, a woman of cotour at that? Less
plausibly. did race and misogymy play a hid-
den part in the outcome? Analyses over L
ezt lew ks iy Dhirow some Hight on this
The Tmr:\hm_-\hhw will impact geopoli-
s vomt profoumely, startieg with the trnsat-
Narte rel atloreship and the futune ol the North
Atlanthe Treaty Organization (Natoy. Bath ihe
Europe ELNand
ond Trump presidency, but now that it isa
reulity, it Femaing to be seen how both will
cope, Second, there is the war in Ukraine.
Trump has boasted that be will bring the war
o @ halt in a matter of hours. The FU will see
this s pluying into Hussian President Viadimir
Putin's hands, Suffice it 1o say that while
Ukraiman President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
dreaded a Trump presidency, Putin well
e rubibing his hands in glee. Third will
g In Wt Asia, Wik Trump may
be inclined o support lsrael and Benjamin
Ietariyalhu, he ks shirewd encugh wo realise that
At continuing wiar in Gaga |5 not In America’s
Iinterest; a number of Arab Ameri would

i of m second Trump presidency
n-lnn- Tirat and foremaost. to purely foreign
and strategic policy perspectives, Trump is
good for us. Indeed, the strategic community
in New Delhi was secretly hoping that he
woubd prevail sgainst Harrs. The logic is that
there is likely to be less hectoring about
democracy and values, greater strategic con-
vergence, and, of course, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's own personal equation with
Trump 15 & major [actor. However, [rom a

irely e i Brclusarial policy perspective,
%:ﬂnb‘mudd b ready w0 Iiur.lm_i%‘n:‘“t\mnp
hasalrendy described India as o big abuser of
its soft trade policy. Worse, he sormetimes
talks of India and China In the same breath,
Inchend, India should watch ot for whether
Trusmpends up doing a grnd bamgain with X,
i plasible as it may soem, Shoabd thal hap
pen, India's stralegic space will shrink in
unexpected wiys, which s why India’s recent
rapprochement with China makes eminent
sense.

Trump has a reputation for being disnapt-
ive. Diseupt he will, but the question is, can a
wirld characterised by so much strategic tur-
bubence already, deal with more disruption?
W will soom find out.

Mduhar Kiwar is a former Indbar ambassador i
Pranice, o currenity, dessyprofessor at OP Jinidal
. Thee v persanal
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RNA editing

iS promising to

g0 where DNA editing can’t

DNA editing makes permanent changes to a person’s genome, and this can lead to irreversible ervors. On the other hand, RNA editing makes

temporary changes, allowing the effects to fade. In a dinic, this means a doctor can stop the therapy if a problem arises and mitigate long-term

Manjeers Gowravaram

nOctober 16, a biote: hnology

company in Massachusetts in

the U.5, named Wave Life

Sciences made headlines for
becoming the first company to treat a
genetic condition by editing RNA al the
clinical level. But for all that thi
breakthrough, scientists had anticipated
it

The rale of RNA in a function called
RNA interference — where small RNA
molecules keep a gene from being
expressed — has been essential for the
success of CRISPR-CasD gene-
rapid development of mRNA vaccines
during the COVID-S pandemic
exemplifed the complex as well as vital
role RNAs play bevond gene expression
and regulation. Now, at the dawn of a new
era in precision medicine, RNA editing
has made a pitch to be at the forefront.

What is RNA editing?
Cells synthesise messenger RNA (mRNA}
using instructions in DNA and then
“read” instructions from the mRNA to
muke functional proteins. During this
process of transcription, the cell may
muke mistakes in the mRNA's sequence
and, based on them produce faulty
proteins. Many of these proteins have
been known to cawse debilitating
disorders. RNA editing allows scientists to
fix mistakes in the mRNA after the cell has
synthesised it but before the cell reads it
to make the proteins.

Ome technigue involves a group m
enzymes called adenosine dea

acting on RNA (ADAR). Adenosine is one
of the building blocks of RMA. ADAR
works by converting some of the
adencsine blocks in mRNA to anod hEl

because inosine mimics the function of a
different RNA building block called
Buanosine. Because guanosine-like
function is found where adenosine i
supposed o be, the cell detects a mistake
and proveeds to correct it, in the process
restoring the mRNA's original function.
And then the cell makes normal proteins.

Scientists took advantage of ADAR's
effects to pair it with a guide RNA (or
ERNA): the gRNA guides ADAR toa
specific part of the mRNA, where the
ADAR works its magic. They expec
variety of serious genetic conditions can
be treated using such site-specific RNA
editing.

RNA cditing in development

Wave Life Sciences used RMNA editing o
treat p-l antitrypsin defidency (AATD), an
inherited disorder. In patients suffering
from AATD, levels of the protein p-d
antitrypsin build up and affect the liver
and the lungs. People with AATD affecting
the lungs currently go through weekly
intravenous therapy for relief; among
people where AATD has affected the liver,
a liver transplant is the sole treatment
optiom.

In its therapy, dubbed WVE-008, the
company wsed a gRNA to lead ADAR
enEymes to speciic single-point
mutations in the mRNA sequence of the
SERPINAL gene, which contains the
instructions for cells to make p-l
antitrypsin. A single-point mutation
oceurs when a single building block of the
mRNA is wrong. Once at the target, the
ADAR enzymes fix the mENA, and the

Cells synthesice massenger RNA, or mRNA, using instructions in DR, and then read instruct iens from the [atter to make fnctional preteins, vOHALGETTY IMAGES

cells produce p-l antitrypsin at normal
levils,

‘Wave Life Sciences is planning to
extend its RNA editing technology to treat
Huntington's disease, Duchenne muscular
dystrophy, and obesity. The first two and
some forms of obesity are associated with
single-point mutations,

Some other companies using ADAR
enymes o perform RNA editing are
Korro Bio for AATD and Parkinson's
disease; ProQr Therapeutics for heart
disease and bile acid buildup in the liver;
and Shape Therapeutics for neurological
conditions. They use different guides,
RNA types, and delivery mechanisms,
however,

Researchers are also extending RNA
editing to make changes in the exon,
mRNA is made up of portions called
introns and exons; exons eveniually code
for a protein, whereas the introns are
non-coding parts and are removed from
the RNA before it's used to make a
protein.

A company calbed Ascidian
Therapeutic is testing its candidate to
treat ABCA4 retinopathy. Several
mutations in the ABCA4 gene lead to
different levels of protein expression and
disease severity. The ABCA4 gene is large,
so standard gene replacement therapy is
ni Feasible; instead, RNA editing is
expected o be able to offer a way out.
The candidate started clinical trials in
January 2024 with a fast-track designation
granted by the U5, drug regulator,

The same regulator permitted South
Korean company Renomics t conduct
trials in the LS. for its candidate vo treat
forms of liver cancer. In South Korea, this
candidate has already proceeded o phase
Tamnd 11 trials. It works by regulating the

RNA editing is in its nascent
stage, vet there are already at
least 11 companies devel

RNA editing methods for a ram,

of diseases. Thelr efforts have
elicited interest from large
pharmaceutical firms, including
Eli Lilly, Roche, and Novo Nordisk

production of human telomerase reverse
transcriptase, a protein that affects
tumour formation,

RMNA vs. DNA editing

RNA editing has some advantages over
DNA editing, especially on safery and
Hlexibility. DNA editing makes permanent
changes to a person's genome, and
soametimes this can lead to |rrwnmhlu
errors, On the other hand, RNA e
mukes temporary changes, allowing
effects of the edits to fade over time. Ina
clinic, this means a doctor can stop the
therapy if a problem arises and mitigate
long-term risk.

Second, CRISPR-Cas9 and other DNA
ediring tools requine proteins acouired
from certain bacteria to perform the
cutting function, but these proteins can
elicit undesirable immune reactions in
some cases, RNA editing relies on ADAR
erzymes, which already oceur in the
human body and thus present a lower risk
of allergic reactions, This is wseful for
peaple who require repeated trestment
and/or who have immune sensitivities.

Challenges in RNA editing
A big challenge in RNA editing is its

specificity. ADARs can perform
adenosine-inosine changes in both
targeted and non-targeted parts of mRNA,
or skip the targeted parts altogether.
When ADARs don’t align with the
adenosine of interest, potentially serious
side-effects could arise,

Scientists are currently trying to
improve the accuracy of gRNA by
imcorporating mechanisms that shield
non-targeted parts of the mRNA.

Another challenge is the transient
nature of RNA editing; this is also its
strength, but individuals will need 1o be
treated repeatedly to sustain the therapy's
effects.

Third, current methods o deliver
ERNA-ADAR complex use lipid
nanoparticles,

Researchers used them to great success
to make mRNA vaccines to treat COVID-1%
and the adeno-associated virus (AAV)
wectors used in gene editing. But both of
these methods have a limited carrying
capacity, meaning they can't transport
large molecules very well.

Murkm \alur_ ami future outlook

there are aln.ad} at least 11 biotechnology
companies worldwide developing RNA
editing methods for a range of diseases.
Their efforts have elicited interest from
large pharmaceutical firms, induding Eli
Lilly, Roche, and Novo Nordisk,

As research and clinical trials advance
in the field of RNA editing, it seems like
only a matter of time before RNA editing
becomes a fisture of the gene-editing
toolkit in clinical practice.

(Munjeera Gowravaram has a PRIVin
RNA bivchemistry amd works as a freelance
science writer. gmanjesragvgmail.com)
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A world beneath our feet

Siva Shakthi A,
(9

QUESTION 1.

The - weathering cycle
happens in sloped terrains when
waber seeps inte parois rocks and
repeatedly solidifies and melts due
1o changes i temperatune, The
eycle af expansion and contraction
causes the racks to break apan and
mmiewe dewn slope, Fill in the blanks,
(9

QUESTION 2.

¥ 13 & famous sediment type fonmed
when loosely aranged mates like
sand, gravel, or orgamic matter s
depasited by, say, a flood. While not
consolidated as salid rack, these
geolopical sediments are aften
found concealed by underwater
rack beds. What 15 07

(9

QUESTION 3.

A platinum electrade is wypleally
used to measure the ¥ potential of
sail. A low ¥ patential, for example,
suggests the guantity of organic
compaunds in the soil is dropping,
leading to the formation of
greenhaouse gases. What is ¥7

[

QUESTION 4.

What is the process of the
standardised olservation and
decurnentation of different soll
forms, composition, and their
distribition in & glven reglon called?
The information fram this exercise is
wital for agriculture, canstruction,
flaad contral, and sail conservation,

[

QUESTION 5.

Hame the soil type first described by
German mineralogist Karl Casar von
Leonhard in the early 18005 after he
abserved yel low-brown silt
depusited by winds alang the Rhine

valley in Germany, The ddges farmed
bry the accumudation of these sails
afe known as “paha ridges® in the
L5 and “greda ridges" in Evrope.
Answers to November §

1. Person tasked with guarding the
gunpoveder ta blow up the House of
Lards - Ans: Guy Fawkes

1. Mterrative name for poatassium
nitrate - Ans: Saltpetre

3. Country where gunpawder |s one
of the “Four Great Irventions” - Ans:
China

4. Explosion where lame moves
supersanically thraugh the fuel -
Ans: Detonation

5. Fathes-san duo famed for using
cannons and rockets in war - And
Hyder All and Tipu Sultan

Visual: Shah Jahan

First contact; KN, Viswanathan |
Rahul Malr | Dhiraf Lal | Anmal
Agrawal | Sheney Muraly

Please sen

your answers ta

science@thehindu.ca.n

Wisual: This soil profile at an excavation site reveals distinet layers parallel to the
surface of the soll. What 1 the term used to describe these layers? PUBLIC DOMAIN

The afftermath of the floads in Spain, AFF

What explains
the deadly
Spain floods?

Reuiers

In a matter of minutes, Hash floods caused
by heavy downpours in eastern Spain
swept away almost everything in their
path. With no time to react, people were
trapped in vehicles, homes, and
businesses, Many died, and thousands of
livelihoods were shattered.

A week later, authorities have
recoverad 217 bodies — with 211 of them in
the eastern Valencia region — and are
searching for at least 89 people confirmed
o be unaccounted for, Police, firefighters,
and soldiers continued to sed Tuesday
for an unknown number of missing
peophe. ]

The ground floors of thousands of
homes have been ruined, Inside some of
the vehicles that the water washed away
ar trapped in underground garages, there
are still bodies waiting to be identified.

The storms concentrated over the
Magro and Turia river basins and, in the
Poyo canal, produced walls of water that
overflowed riverbanks, catching people
uraware as they went on with their daily
lives on Tuesday evening and early
Wednesday.

In the blink of an eye, the muddy water
covered roads and railways and entered
houses and businesses in towns and
villages on the southern outskirts of
Valencia. Drivers had tw take shelter on
car roofs, while residents took refuge on
higher ground.

Spain’s national weather service said
g, it rained more in
eight hours than it had in the preceding
20 months. Other areas on the southern
outskirts of Valencia city didn’t get rain

In the blink of an eve, the water
covered roads and raillways and

before they were wiped out by the wall of
water that overflowed the drainage
canals,

When authorities sent alerts v mobile
phones warning of the seriousness of the
flooding and asking people to stay at
home, many were already on the road,
working or covered in water in bow-lying
areas or underground garages, which
became death traps,

Scientists trying to explain what
happened see two likely connections to
human-caused climate change. One is that
warmer air holds and then dumps more
main. The other is possible changes in the
jet stream — the river of air above land
that moves weather systemns across the
globe - that spawn extreme weather,

Climate scientists and meteorologists
said the immediate cause of the Aooding
i

salled & out-off lower- pressure storm
system that migrated from an unusually
wavy and stalled jet stream. That system
simply parked over the region and poured
rain.

Andd then there is the u.nusual]}l high

are oof thie M Sea. It
had its warmest surface temperature on
record in mid-August, ab 2847 degrees C,
said Carola Koenig of the Centre for Flood
Risk and Resilience at Brunel University of
London,

The extreme weather event came after
Spain battled with prolonged droughts
2022 and 2023, Experts say that droughi
and flood cycles are increasing with
climate change.

Spain’s Mediterranean coast is used to
autumn storms that can canse flooding,
but this episode was the most powerful
flash flood event in recent memaory.

For feedback and suggestions
far “Science’, please write 1o
schence {thehindu.co.bn with the
subsject ‘Daily page'
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Trump 2.0 and the world

Foreign and economic policy in his new term is likely to be a roller-coaster
ride. India, though, may be less affected than other US allies and partners

‘)IIYAM SARAN

DONALD TRUMPWILL be the next President
of the United States. In the end, the election
was not as clusc]y contested as al\DCIpa[L‘d.

e matle gains in the
Scnan: and will retain their majority in the
House of Representatives. The US Supreme
Court has aconservative majority already and
this may be further strengthened during the
second Trump presidency. Trumpwill poten-
tially be one of the more powerful US presi-
dents in recent memony with the ability to
deliver on his ambitious but contested
agenda. This includes radical measures on
trade, such as his dedared intent to put a 60
percent tariff on all imports from China and
an across-the-board 10-20 per cent tariff on
imports from other countries. Ifhe goes ahead
with these tariffs, expect trade retaliation,
most certainky from China

The issue of abortion was not enough to
bringasignificant chunk of women voters to
Kamala Harris. She also failed to mobilise the

nmlx: ready to go that FarHi:may however,

younger male cohort, despite its more liberal
persuasion. And compared to President Joe
Bideen, she lost some support from the Latino
and even Asian constituencies, which have
been traditionally Democratic.

Clearly, this is a resounding rejection of
the US liberal elite and a pervasive expres-
sionof middle-class and blue-collar worker
anger over higher costs of living. The ques-
tiom is: Can Trump bring prices down? Wil
the proposed higher tariffs not result in even
higher prices? But this will have to be con-
fronted ancther day.

The other issue on which Trump has
promised urgent and drastic action is immi-
gration and this resonated with US voters He
may resume the cor ionof

the southern border. But would large-scale

Ty sanctions against
Iran and wink at covert and not-so-covert ac-
tic Trurr

b Iran is wedl known but may not extend to
risking a widerwar in the region.

The Europeans will have every reason to
be deeply apprehensive of the second
Trump presidency.

One, if Trump decides to abandon
Ukraine, Europe will not be able to sustain
support for it on its own. Two, if Trump
reaches out to Russian President Vladimir
Putintotry and broker a ceasefire, whichwill
inevitably entail the koss of territory on the
partof Ukraine, the Europeans will find them-
selves in a very diffioult position, having to
deal with a triumphant Putin. Trump's dis-
dain for the Morth Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) will also wcal:l:n

ofillegal ashe has
promised, be practical?

Trump s likely to jettison Biden's signa-
ture initiativie on climate change and en-
ergy, the [nflation Reduction Act. This may
be coupled with the US walking out of the
Paris Climate Change agreeme nt yet again.
The limited constraints on US oil and gas
majors in conducting exploration and pro-
duction in ecologically sensitive areas will
almaost certainly be abandoned. With the
world's largest economy giving up the ghost
on climate change, the already bleak
prospects for tackling global climate change
have now become dire.

‘What about US foreign policy under
Trump? There will be rejoicing in Benjamin
Nl:\‘anyahu's Israel and deep aniety and ap-

Tkraine. tlsrael
tu double dovwn on its military offensives in
Gaza and southern Lebanon. The US will be
maore proactive in providing Israel with both
advanced weapons and a protective shield
against retaliation from any quarter. While
Metamyahu may feel emboldened tocarmy out
anattackon Iran's nuclear facilities, Trump may

Ev urity. Trump could alsoimp
high tariffs on European imports and if that
happens, the outiook for European economic
and military security looks bleak.
dof the first

is anything to go by, the [ndo-Pacific region
may fare better under Trump, China will lilehy
remain the main target of US containment
and, in that context, the |mpnnal|u: of the
Quads Quad |, compri ia Japan,
Australia and the US, is likely to be enhanced.
Of interest to India is whether the US objec-
tive of weakening the strategic partnership
between Russia and China will be advanced
tovany degree. if one were to hazard a puess,
Pustin will keep his strong economic and secu-
rity partnership with China even as he tries
to benefit from a less aggressive US posture
against Russia There is also the question as
tovwhat degree the US military and its intel-
ligence establishments will be able or even
willing to shed their deep-seated antipathy
and suspicion of Russia, despite Trump's
predifections. He was not so successful dur-
ing his previous tenure,

‘We will also need ru await the key ap-

For India and the current
political dispensation, a
Trump presidency does not
create the same anxieties as
among other US allies ar
partners. One asset is the
obvious personal and even
ideological affinity between
Triump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. There
appears to be confidence that
sinee Trump is likely to be
transactional in his approach,
deals can be made with him
even in fraught economic and
commerdial relationships.
Trumpis less likely to put
pressure on India on human
rights and communal issues
though the ongoing judicial
process involving alleged
assassination attempts
against American and
Canadian Khalistani
clements will not go away.

||||‘w

CR Sasikumar

pointments he makes for the incoming ad-
ministration to get a better sense of what to
expect inthe next four years.

ForIndia and the current political dispen-
sation, a Trump presidency does not create
the same anxieties as among other US allies
and partners. One asset is the obvious per-
sonal and even ideological affinity between
Trump and Prime Minister Marendra Modi
There appears to be confidence that since
Trump is likely to be transactional in his ap-
proach, deals can be made with him evenin
Fraught economic and commerdial relation-
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Prosccuted by a government that maohilises the power of a proactive state, Britain’s

green transition can make a step-change towards delivering deaner, cheaper energy,
protected from the volatility experienced in recent years.”

= THE GUARDIAN

Signals from
a victory

Trump's return
sets the scene for greater
American exceptionalism

o
RISHABH BHANDARI

A CACOPHONOUS US election has con-
cluded with a historic return to office for
Donald Trump. As the Democrats reflecton
‘what omesthe
first US president inalmost 130years towin
non-consecutive terms.  With  the
Republican party also securing a majority in
the Senate, the scene is set for a more in-
ard-looking A

litical and ccnnnml: CONSEUENCES h:l the
rt'stohhrglubc
Inahighly

abbe tor cut throwgh a clutch of s\mgstancs,
including North Carolina, Georgia and
Pennsylvania. Disappointingly for Kamala
Harris, she wasn't able to land a convincing
messagewith U'lcund:tidad\vmraiwurr

ger demographic
turmed out to be ]:r\m:l than anticipated.
Biden's poor approval ratings clearly hurt
hrrand shcwas unabiie to comancingly set

Trump's initial presidency, His strong-man
tendencies had more in commeon withau-
tocrats such as Putin and Orban than a
“leader of the free world”,

As allies around the world take stock of
this election, they should expect Trump's
second term o be in the same mould,
Arguably, he may also advance a more rad-
ical agenda to secure his legacy. Trump is
likehy to expect European allies to pay their
fair share of military spending, instead of
leaning heavily on America. From a British

ion is likeky o ise that
thr‘kpctla]mlmunshlp between the bwo
nations will endure. But a Free Trade
Agrn:ml:'m still seems surncwayn

likehy to comtinue: T\lndmgLIhainl: hut itre-
mains to be seen how the underlying ten-
sion is resolved. It also remains to beseenif
Trurmip has the appetite to broker a truce in
the Middle East. On the trade policy front, a
maore protectionist approach will impact
China but also risks inflationary pressunes,
Geopolitically, if America looks to retrench,
that may have a push-and-pull impact on
the balance of power in East Asia.

‘What other signals can we read from
Trump's victory? His substantial achicve-
ment lies in converting the Republican
party from its country club elitism toa

out OSpECTus. Conversely,

bilue-collar party. The other

Trump Iy Other politi-
cians might have been sunk by two im-
peachments and a convicted felony, but in
Trump'scase, it only propel led his support-
ers with more vigour.

P his
consistency of message. He continued to

facet of Trumpism is tha.t his
fsolf-roli

and |Ib€lt)‘ has resonated with minority
groups that probably felt too shy to say so
publicly. It explains his win in Florida, for
example, where the Latino community
tilted the balance in his favour, Millions of

e, ent

ships. Trump is less likehy to put

though the ongoing judicial process involbe-
ing alleged assassination attempts against
Americanand C.

will not go away.

The deepening defence and technology
relationship will probably continue to ad-
wance as it has over several administrations.
The overall :')cpcmtm is :lwr r]n: bilateral

drawont b
Great Again”. This time around, he also
promised to “Make America

noted that he oversaw record
jobereation till the ghobal pandemic came
On th they took to heart

Again”. He appealed to the “forgotten ma-
Jjority”, workers across the Rust Belt, putting
their concems wppenmost in abattle against
‘Washington insiders. The iromy of a billion-
aire putting forward an anti-establishment
prospectus continued to be part of the ap-
peal. Trumpwas consistent in his aim tore-

relationshipwill
HmmrraTnuwprt‘ndmn:ylslllmlymdls-
rupt the global gropolitical landscape in un-
predictable ways. The global econormy may
be severely impacted if Trump follows
thlmlgi\mhiscmnumicamlda The collat-
eral impact on Indian cn:momlc prospects

duce i advance a protectionist

his warmning that Harris' plans for raising
taxes would constrain innovation and
cholee off a recovery.

From an Indian perspective, it is a rea-
sonable assumption that Trump's earlier
enthusiasm for “Howedy, Modi™ chants at
mass rallies augurs well for the relation-
ship. Bonds between the twao leaders and

trade policy and realign f policy.

Inan agewhere palitidans are notorous
for breaking manifesto commitments,
Trump looked to act as he promised. Voters
relied on evidence from his first term.
Rncal]mghsﬁrst term, the C|€EtDI1N: was

strategic civil and military

interests between the world's biggest

democracies should underpdn ties. But ex-

pect more delicate negotiations over im-
migration and trade too.

FDrnMaw:huIyl’memp sqgmﬁisﬂﬁ:

y of American exce

may be quite serious, Trump onimmi-
tion policies will affect Indian amcsstothl: Emmyﬂ.‘d rders bo support
U5 The lalgr and growing illegal immigra- domestic products, left the Trans-Pacific
tion fros J5 may or- i, Wit fear
tentious isswe in our relations if Trump fol- deal, challenged NATO and exited the Paris
lows through on his deportation threat. climate change accond.

At this stage, some straws in the wind
may be highlighted. There will be greatly
clarity onoe we hawve an idea of the mew ad-
ministration team and a laying out of a pol-
icy apenda. There is every likelihood of a
roller-coaster ride. Seat belts must be kept
fastened at all times.

The writeris a former foreign
secretry of India

Why Kamala Harris lost

The American left-liberal is neither left nor liberal

AAKASH JOSHI

AT THE END of a magor poditical loss, in India

as in America, the search begins for a scape-

gnat. By any reckoning, the 2024 LS election

isadisaster for the Democrats. They have lost
h .

Bloomberg and the Palestinian-American
whois wm\dcnru; |Fh|:1 famityis alive amidst

eroded American jobs, ways of life and even
identities as lun:laml:nra] as gender. The

parryon the backfoot, successfully making
rancr:]culmrr an |ssu|:' The support from

thatraceis notthe

the toboth?  Trump campak
How can it recondil Fevorking-dass
1en, many af aresocialky

v —and likely vt
along with the electoral college — as well as
bath Houses of the begislature.

‘Whois to blame? Joe Biden, for staying
7 Kamala Harris, whi
able —despite huge financial backi

and religioushy conservative, with the radical
gender politics of the university campus?

In multi-party democracies, these dis-
parate mrum:lrs wiuld have theirown

party rallying behind her — to rnpcatthtmﬂ
performance? Orisit, as somany are already
lamenting, the American people, whiose la-
tent misogyny has led them, twice, to pass
ower a qualified woman for President? Even
without the granular details of the election
results, it is clear that the "basket of de-
plorables” argument is an eyewash. Those
whovoted for Biden in 2020, especially in the
swing states, did not do so for Harris. And call-
ing voters names makes for neither good
stlau:gy nor robust analysis.

tJu:US there are lessons from Harris's loss —
and Trump's victory. At the heart of these is
the fact that woters — espedially the “unde-
cidied"” middle that determines poll outcomes
— are drawn more to authenticity and clarity
(evenif it seems rude and revanchist) than
virtue signalling. Tlu: latter makes the
hypocrisies that are inevi for those in

parties and Thisis, in

a natural part of democratic deepening. In
India, for example, as diverse identities
started asserting themselves, the Congress
Party's “umbrella™ shrank, and parties such
as the RJD and 5F, and Congress off-shoots
such as the TMC and YSRCF, emerged.

The fact is that right-wing parties have
managed to build broader social coalitions
acrossdemocracies. Tromp has had growing
suppart from Black and Latino voters, and has
wonin places where he had a poor showing
in both 2016 and 2020, Hit ram-
bling, yes, but the campaign. has focussed on

lightening rod that it used to be.

The Harris camp, on the other hand,
bought into the TikTok-ification of political
grammar and indoing so, lost the vocabulary
toraddress fundamental issues,

First, the refusal —orwworse, inahility —to
control the mass killing in Gaza and the ex-
pansion of the conflict was a stain on the
Biden administration and a political liability.
Twwocrudal constituences — college students
and Muslim .'\ml:nrans —were alienated by

d the likes of Beyonceand
Tay]DrSmh make the Left seem elite — ordi-
mary people do not breathe such rarefied air.
Any notion of “protecting freedom” abroad
has little value after Gaza and Ukraine — the
latter making all the more stark the double-
speak around the former. And Trump, with
his talk of tarrifs and Make in America, seems
mre anti-plutocrat (he is not] than the so-
called left.
The seeds of this loss were sown back in
2016, the lessons of which remain unlearnt.

this. Harris herself from
these policies and failures. Dearborn is oneof
the largest Arab-American cities. Itisin
Michigan{aswingstate). 1t saw only 39.6 per
centof the wote cast —a NOTA rebuke if ever
there was one,

Second, Harrisdid not set the agenda. Talk
of being a gun-owner and hard on crime cut
liethe i ice with the Republican base, And tom-

issues. He has, for example, spo-
ken o these who have lost out or are precar-
iously employed in traditional manufactur-
ing sectors. Even on abortion — the
overturning of Roe v Wide arguably led to the
Republicans’ poor s howing in the 2022 mid-
ocnnlcglslmrlcrnms he has softened

government look all the more starke.
The Democratic Party's challenge is one
t.hatthl: pusrThndu:r Reagan centre-left has
for In
du: LIS. this is cﬂcnhamd Ty the two-party
system: How can a political formation that
oounts among its base billionaire Michael

e suppart of Dickand Liz Cheney
only made her party scem more elitist.
Third, the unadulterated pro-Democrat
bdas of alarge section of the US media likely
hurt the party in the polls. Trump and | D
Vance were scrutinised and pil loried. Harris
and Tim Walz were only celebrated. As a re-

his stance, and migrants,itisclear,  sult, the former were known, for better and
ammiuropcnbmdculnthruiﬂ\nd finally, worse, while the Iam:l were merely card-

[Fasthevic-  board cut inquotes, providing
timofa witch hunt and the cases againsthim — raw material for memes.

as part of a political vendetta.
Weaving all these strands togetheris a
i e - i

£ Gl
ironically, unregulated capitalism, have

Finally, and most importantly, the Harris
camp lacked a grand narrative. What does it
mean to be a left-liberal in America mday?
On free speech, the Republicans have the

Bemie Wason. the
momination, but did not, H\anks to technical-
ities and “super delegates” in Demcocratic
primaries. He was, “too socialist™. But he had
the right idea: Universal healtheare, better,
cheaper education and an unapologetic ac-
ceptance of minorities of every stripe in a
broader political commumnity.

Any candidate, man or woman, with that
clarity of vision, both left and liberal, would
have spoken to a much broader swathe of
Americans. Instead, a party that should malee
room for the outsider became the establish-
ment, despite a candidate with a story that
should and could have been sold better And
a billionaire with inherited wealth became:
the Everyman.

other
the Demaocrats'failure s thi
Left-Liberal, be left and liberal. The voter
knows how to look beyond celebrities and
sound bites.

‘aakash, i

ir.com

He outlined an “America First” vision
where multilateralism was deemed sur-
plus to requirements. Vobers were aware
that it was also Trump who dared to be
muscular with China Itwas also during his
earlier presidency that there were over-
tures to North Korea and an entente
achieved between Israel and the United
Arab Emirates, That said, it was hard toig-
nore the manifest coarseness that marked

keye term.
Given the current climate of geo-political
uncertainty, allies across the globe should
take note and recalibrate where necessary.
The hope is that Trumpp can help to resolve
entrenched conflicts but the off-setting risk
remains anincrease in volatility.

s Trump embarks on a mission to re-
build Ame rica, if he embraces a vision that
accommaodates all citizens, that would
truly be a victory for the renewal of the
American dream,

The writer is o Londion-hased fmvyer and
political commentmtor

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LANDMARK VERDICT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Private,
public’{IE, November 6] Inwhat may be
called i ift, DYl

Artiche 14 ensures equality, and articles
25 to 30 guarantee religious freedom to
all. Madarsa education, although a refi-

i ot
SC has rightly upheld theright to educa-

delivered to the nation a landmark judg-
ment in the Supreme Court. The nine-
jurdge bench headed by him has, byama-
jority of 7:2, upheld the sanctity and
importance of the right o property of a
citizen, which had come under the grey
cloud of usurpation by the state in the
name of wider public interest by previ-
ous judgments, The CJl will be remem-
bered for this bold and unbiased verdict.

Rawi Mathur, Naida

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Private,
public’ {IE, November 6. The Supreme
Court’s ruling on Article 3b) signifies a
pivotal shiftinIndia'sapproach toprivate
property. Chief Justice Chandrachud's
majority opinion clarifies that not all pri-
wate property constitutes "material re-
sourcesof the community ™ for redistrib-
ution, reflecting India’s transition from
state control to market-driven econom-
ics simce the 19905, The judgment em-
phasises that courts should interpret the
Constitution's principkes without dictat-
ing economic ideology. This balanced ap-
proach honours the framers' vision of
economic democracy while acknowl-
edging private property’s evolving role
inaglobalised ccomomey.

Raj Shulda, Mumbai

‘WIN FOR SECULARISM

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,"Alearming
matter' {[E, November G). The Supreme
Court struck down the High Court's ver-
dict that was delivered in March thisyear.

tion imparted by minority religious in-
stitutions. Students of these institutions
should not face discrimination because
they belong to a minority community.
Secularism is the basic tenet of our
Constitution, and minorities have equal
rights to live dignified lives. Educated
youths from madarsa would spread the
erance in our socicty. By upholding the
UP Madarsa Edwcation Act, SC has en-
dorsed secularism as the supreme prin-
ciple of our country,

Atul Thalere, Nagpur

FOR EQUALITY

THISREFERS TO the article," Anew deal
for Indian business' [1E, Movember 6.
The decoding of Mahatma Gandhi's tal-
isman about :Icfmdm,g the ]asr voice-
1in the line

time when politics has bccnn:dml:dm
a hinary. He is right in saying there isa
line in every walk of social life. For in-
stance, recently the Supreme Court ex-
panded the scope of substantial equal-
ity by allowing sub-classification of 5Cs,
holding that some are more margin-
alised than others and need special pro-
wvisions, Gandhiji's metaphor re-estab-
lishes plurallty and dlvrmry lack or
applic

business world will naturally put
weaker parties at a disadvantage, and
more so when the rules and the state
favour the big tycoons.

LR Murmu, New Delhi
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