Maoist sethack

Security forees deliver major blows o
the Maoists, but must avoid repression

ith 159 Maolst cadres having been
W Killed in anti-Naxalite operations led
by security forces in 2024, the year so
far Im been one of major setbacks w the quy:-
left-wing in India.
After sulfering major casualties in ambushes in
April 2021 and April 2023, paramilitary and pol-
fice forces are coordinating better and firming up
a no-holds-barred approach wowards the mili-
nants. This has resulted in the Maoises experienc-
ing blow after blow in what is perhaps their only
remaining bastion - south Chhattisgarh - even
though they retain a presence in other forested
districts in Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha and Maha-
rashtra, The success in taking on the Maoists is al-
50 a consequence of the weakening base of sup-
port for the insurgents as intelligence is a vital
component of the operations. This should not
come as any surprise, Notwithstanding grievanc-
es against the Indian state among tribals in one of
Indix's most forested and under-developed re-
gions, there were always going to be fewer takers
for the idea of a *protracted” war as espoused by
the Maoists, The insurgency and the counter-op-
erations have taken a huge toll on the tribal pop-
uilation, bringing in more fatigue for them. That
most of the dead among the Maokst cadres are tri-
Bl youth points to the tragedy that has befallen
one of India's poorest States,

The no-holds barred approach of what the
Chhattisgarh government calls “Operation Pra:
har” might have succeeded in eliminating scores
of Maoist cadres, effected surrenders and arrests,
but it has also targeted peaceful activists fighting
ffor tribal rights. Civil society organksations have
complained that the attacks on the Maoists have
coincided with repression against activists and
uribals. Chhanisgarh and the Union Home Minks-
ury mist be mindful of these grievances as such
actions could also increase disenchantment and
play into the hands of the Maoists. That streams
of the Maoist/Naxalite current have lasted for
more than five decades shows that left extremism
is still resilient in regions where governance by
the Indian state is either absent or seen as detri-
mental o the marginalised sections, Yet, desplie
fits resilience, the Maoist movement - as expe-
rences of similar currents across the world shiow

- remains an anachronistic one, Far from reach-
ingg any of its lofty goals, the Indian Maoist move-
ment has only brought misery for those whom
the insurgents claim to fight for. The earlier they
realise the futility of their ideology and work w-
wards using spaces in the Indian democratic sys-
tem o articulate concerns, the better it would be
fior the tribals who are caught in this never-end-
ing crossfire between security forces and the
Maoists,

Income inequality

More jobs and higher taxes can counter
the effects of automation

T he 1LO's World Employment and Social

Outlook study (Septembery has defini-
tively linked declining trends in labour's
income share of total income within nations to
technological advances — mainly automation and
anificial intelligence. In an analysis of the past
two decades, it mentions a 1L6% drop in the glo-
bl labour income share between 2004-24. More
aminously, almost 40% of this decline was in the
pandemic years of 200922 - a drop that has not
been recouped in the past couple of vears. La-
bour income share is a measure widely used 1o
assess income inequalities within economies,
The L6% drop might seem insignificant, but it
amounts to $2.4 wrillion in lost wages at constant
purchasing power parity, in relaton 10 what
workers would have earned had the labour in-
come share been stable since 2004, $2.4 trillion
lost globally is more than half of India’s nominal
GDP forecast for FY2023-24. The study also high-
lights the gendered aspect of this inequality. In
2024, almost a third of the world's young women
128 %) are not in employment, education or
ing, it estimates, which is double that of
young men (13.0%), This is alarming for devebop-
ing nations with growing working age popula-
tions, as it highlights challenges in job ereation,
In fact, another ILO report on the status of em-
ployment in India estimates that £3% of its unem-
ployed are youth, This coupled with the govern-
ment's recent prescriptions 1o the private sector
10 invest in labour intensive employment points
10 a n jobs growth and rising inequality,
even as output and libour productivity rise.
Several countries have been mooting the idea
of a universal basic income (UB, or a floor to
stand on, as economists have called it A referen-
dum in Switzerband on UBI was defeated in 2006,
while Democratic candidate and American tech
r.lmdmv Yaung, in his aborted 2020 bid o
1a “Freedom Divi-
dend’ of SI.O(!U a month for every American
adult. Congress leader Kahul Gandhi oo made a
propesal of 22,000 a month for every family,
during his 2019 election campalgn, calling it a “f-
mial assault on poverty”, Several industry repons
point o high-paying job creation duse to automa:
tion and Al, to counter the jobless growth theory,
[But aggain, this only highlights an acceleration in
income-inequality trends, Indeed, with the appa-
rent acvantages of automation and Al being irre-
versible, perhaps a global goal towards a univer-
sal basic income could address Sustainable
Development Goal 10, or reduced Inequality
within and among countries. It is perhaps time
that ckmﬂrmim; mtluns wch as India consider
the el of an Tax asa mea-
sure to redress wealth inequality,
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The Food Security Act has revamped the PDS

uring the discussion on the National

Food Security Act (NFSA) 2043, there

was nervousness about guarantecing

food security through the Public
Distribution System (PDS), The nervousiess
stemmed from the poor record of the PDS -
according to National Sample Survey (NSS) data,
in 200102, at the all-India level, leakages were at
AT

The main in favour of
with the PDS was that States that had undertaken
PDS reforms had witnessed major improvements,
Between 2004-5 and 201112, several early
reforming States saw a dramatic reduction in
leabages: Bilar (from 91% to 24%), Chihantisgarh
{from 52% to 9%) and Odisha (from 76% 1o 25%).
With the same package of PDS reforms being
mandated by the NFSA 2013, there was hope that
more States could improve,

The N85 Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey (HCES) data for 202223
bears out this hypothesis. The § is the first
large-seale natlonally representative survey after
the implementation of the NFSA 2013, It suggests
that FDS leakages were down 1o 22% in 202223,

Understanding the data and methodology
PDS “leakages” refer to the proportion of PDS
rice and wheat released by the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) that fails o reach consumers,
Leakages are estimated by matching NSS data on
houseliold PDS purchases with "offtake” data
reported in the Monthly Food Graln Bulletin of
the Food Ministry,

During the reference period (August 2022 to
July 2023, PDS ration card holders were getting
MNFSA grain (five kilograms per capita per month
for “Priority” households and 35 kg per month
for “Antyodaya™ households). In additon, they
ot Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMOGKAY) grain ol December 2022, when
PMGEAY Covid 19 relief was discontinied.

To arrive at the estimates presented here,
offtake under NFSA including tide-over rations,
Non-NFSA and PMGEAY is matched with HCES
200223 PDS purchase of (paid for and free) wheat
and rice by households,

It is worth bearing in mind that these are
estimates, the best possible with available data,
Any mismatch between offtake and purchase is

Professor of
Economics at T Delhi
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antributed 1o beakage, though there could be
other reasons (transport losses, lags in supply
and so on). For instance, the Table shows how
lagging offtake by a month (July-June) ylelds a
lower leakage estimate (17.6%), than if we match
the offtake with the NSS reference period
(August-July) - 18.2%, Both, however, are
underestimates,

Why underestimate? Some States run an
“expanded PDS”, providing PDS grain to
non-NFSA beneficiaries using central
contributions (for example, tide-over ratbons and
non-NFSA allocations) as well as State
contributions (for example, local procurement),
For example, Chhattisgarh's food security act,
passed in 2002, made the PDS quasiuniversal
using local procurement, The all-India leakage
estimates of 17,6%18,2% are underestimates,
because they only take into account central
contributions, and not State contributions,

There are 14 crore non-NFSA |l.'r||.|lt'|.l{|l"$. of
whom at the most six crore ar

DS reforms undertaken by early reforming
States such as Chhattisgarh and Odisha included
a reduction in PDS prices, doorstep delivery of
foodgrains, digitisation of records, deprivatising
management of PDS outlets by handing them
over to panchayats, and selfhelp groups, These
reforms were incorporated in the NFSA 2013
(Chapter V),

As mentioned earlier, by 200112, PDS leakage
estimates in the early reforming Staes hacl
already crashed, Since then, more States with
high leakages have managed to reduce them,
According to HCES 202223, it was 9% in
Rajasthan. 21% in Jharkhand and 23% in Uttar
Prachesh (all one-time basket cases),

Many believe that the integration of Aachaar,
especially Aadhaar-based biometric
authentication (ABEA), led 1o the improvements
in the PDS, Data from primary surveys, however,
do ot support this. Two surveys in 2007 in
]hallsluml shed light on this issue, A study by
I Niehaus and Sukhtankar found

entirely through State contributions. If we add
the State's contribution for State-supported
non-NFSA beneficiaries to wotal offtake, the
alkIndia leakage estimate rises o 22%.

Impact of NFSA on PDS coverage
One of the major PDS reforms included in the
NFSA 2013 was an expansion of PDS coverage that
was almed at reducing exclusion errors, but had a
‘spillover effect” on reducing leakages. In 201112,
Iefore the NFSA, less than 50% of househalds
had ration cards, and the proportion of
households gening anything from the PDS was
around 40%, That was an improvement over
2004 05, when less than a quarter (24%) of

holds were accessing the PDS,

of Pubslic
Distribution

atonal
Food Security
Act. has
reduced
leakages

PDS leakages - All India estimates, 2022-23

Lagged offtake, July 2022 to Jure 3023
Manched cifiake, August 2022 to July 2023

The Improvement between 2004-5 and 20011-12
was driven by reforms in States such as
Chhattisgarh and Ocisha where the PDS coverage
imcreased substantally in this period. For
Instance, in Chhattisgarh, there was a three-fold
Increase (from 21% to 63%) in the proportion of
households using the PRS, According to H.(‘H

rh.u leakages before the introduction of ABBA
were already less than 20%. Drize, Khera and
Somanchi reported that the purchase-entitlement
ratios (the proportion of entitlement that people
actually purchased) in offline villages and ABEA
villages were virtually the same — 94% and 93%,
respectively, Both surveys found little evidence of
ghaost cards.

Somewhat puzzlingly, leakages in States where
the PDS traditionally worked better have not
experienced funher improvements; in fact, in
some, estimated leakages have increased
(example, in Tamil Nadw from 12% in 200112 o
25% in 2002-23),

In perspective

The PDS ks now a functional instrument of social
policy, guaranteeing a modicum of food security
to many. During the COVID-9 lockdowns, it
formed the backbone of reliel efforis, along with
the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act,
However, the PDS remains an endangered
Instrument of social policy, constantly subjected

data, in 202223, the proportion of b
barying from the PDS “has increased further to
0%, In large part, this is the result of the rollow
of the NFSA,

Ins spite of the improvement in the

1o i kons”, These inclucke cash transfer
experiments, doorstep delivery 1o people’s
homes (in Delhi), and imposing inappropriate
technologies (such as Aadhaar-based blometric
authentication).

Centre is falling short of the coverage mandated
Ty thie NFSA (50% of rural population and 75% of
urban population), Le., around 66%, Earlier
work, based on adminkstrative data, suggested
that only 59% had access to the PDS as NFSA
beneficiaries, Similarly, according to the
out of the 70% who access the PDS, only 57%. GI'L
have NFSA ration cards, The rest (roughly 10%)
are non-NFSA beneficiaries,

Instead of exp 1 enengy on ill ived
maasures (such as the l.'lmﬂ!hl“ eKYC drive for the
PDS) that can easily derail the PDS, scarce
government capacity should be channelled wo
expediting the delayed Census, that is beading o
the exclusion of over 100 million people. Other
demands such as the inclusion of more nutritious
Items such as pulses and edible oil remain
relevant.,

Africa can make India’s ‘critical mineral mission’ shine

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced the

setting up of a Critical Mineral Mission. In
August the Minlstry of Mines organised a seminar
to discuss its objectives, Officials noted thiat
efforts are being fast tracked in ‘mission mode’
towards three aims: expand domestic
production, prioritise the recycling of critical
minerals, and incentivise overseas acquisition of
aSSe1s,

Work on these fronts is underway, The
amendment made to the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act of 1957,
resulted in the Mines and vals (Development
and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2023 removing
six minerals from the atomic list, thus allowing
the private sector to explore these in India,

To engage with mineral-rich countries overseas
with a mandate 1o secure supply of critical

i ks for the Indian i jolnt venture
of three public sector undertakings, Khanij
Bldesh India Limited (KABIL), was founded in
20019, 11 first major agreement for lithium
exploration and mining was signed in January
2004 and provides access 1o five blocks owned by
Camyen, in the Catamarca provinee in Argentina.

Major and medium-scale mining companies in
India are also secking opportunities to ensure a
steady feedstock of minerals, However, India’s
capacity for exploration and processing such
miinerals is nascent, It lacks manufacturing
capacity of end-use components, and needs o
upskill its libour foree, which is erucial for
battery manufacturing.

Situating Africa in India’s supply chain
For India’s Critical Minerals Misslon to succeed,
New Delhi will have 1o find ways to leverage its
existing partnerships with countries in Africa, a
regglon that houses 30% of the world's known
critical mineral reserves,

A familiar geography for Indian enterprise,
Mew Delhi shares deep political, economic, and

l n the Union Budget 202425, Unbon Finance

Veda
Vaidyanathan

Associate Fellow,
Centre for Sochal and
Economic Progress,
Hew Delhi

I will hawve
o collaborae
with countries
i the continent
which has a
signi
amount of the
workd's known
critical mineral

widke commercial networks created by a three
millkon strong diaspora, Described by External
Affairs Minlster §. Jaishankar as the “land of the
future”, the recognition of Africa’s Importance in
advancing global prioritie lected in New
Delhi introducing new diplomatic missions in
Alrica,

Collaborating on critical minerals will bring in
a new dimension to the multificeted energy
partnerships between the regions. OF the total
bilateral trade of $98 billion in 202223, $43
billkon ks attributed 1o the
sectors, Similarly, a signi
billion that India has already invested In Africa, is
by public sector units for the :lcan-sllh.mul‘

Chinese mining companies have a significant
presence in cobalt mining in the Democratic
Republic of Congo and recently signed a $7 billion
‘minerals-for-infrastructure’ deal,

Dppnr!unllies for collaboration

In this litically fraught enwi

the African agency is looking to build vI:lIr]l:
altermative partnerships, there are some unique
advantages that India could leverage.

Indian construction companics have
completed several projects in 43 African
countries, which include transmission lines in
itals in Tanzania, and rallway lines
e African eritical mineralks

energy assets. India sources apy

million tonnes of oil - accounting for 15% uflls
total demand - from Africa, alongside rising
imports of natural gas, minerals, and mineral
fuels, Further, as part of the Intermational Solar
Alliance, the Government of India has
benchmarked $2 billion for solar projects in
Afrtea. Bullding resilient supply chalns o Africa is
being imagined at a time when African
governments are employing an array of policy
Instruments to diversify away from a * pit-to-port”
maodel, Tanzanka is developing a multimetal
processing facility, Zimbabwe and Namibia have
banned the export of raw minerals 1o ensure
wailue addition and Ghana has approved a new
policy for the exploitation and management of
green minerals, The forthcoming African Green
Mineral Strategy champions ideas for Africa’s
minerals-based industrialisation. This presents
opportunities for India w suppon a
developmental agenda,

China factor

Increasing international attention, especially the
extent of control China exerts over the value
chain, poses economic and security risks for
Trndia. With its early acquisition nfnmw

i projects with host
munlrks md building minlm;udj‘u:enr
ture are key to d

India has signed munomru!a of understanding
with Zambia and Zimbabwe for cooperation in
geological mapping, mineral deposit modelling,
and capacity building. To help budld a eritieal
mineral workforee, utllishing mechanisms such as
the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation,
which has trained 40,000 Africans in 10 years,
would help drive positive energy partnerships.

There Is an increasingly nuanced role of Indian
technology start- upsmmthm::inqu: value
chain. From innovating tools that accelerate
mining exploration and extraction
minimising ecological impacts, to wilising
technology for beneficlation urmlmlores. and
providing reconnalssance services, there isa
whole suite of services that private technology
companies provide. Their expertise in niche
areas of mining brings an element of value
addition that African governments could explore,

On African priorities, Marit Kitaw, Director of
the African Minerals Development Center said,
“the only way to transform lives is 1o add value”.
Therefore, India's Critical Mineral Missbon should
prlnrlllse respomlhle |:ncllm in am era that

development of processing and

1o be d 1 by the g ditics of a

NOLSO-ETEEN energy transition.

- »

historic connections with the continent, with Teserves capabilities, Beijing enjoys enormous inlltu:na.-

L ERS TO THE EDITOR

Focus on Al sustained growth, primarily targets those who | State govermnments the rule of law and the
The report: (Page 1, "Al key 5. Ramakrishnasayes, are accused of erimes and adopting it. The policy of absence of due process are
reason for labour income Ehérnal from a certain minority zero-tolerance toward o in tune with justice
dip, says ILO study”, community, was the bulldozer justice and meted out by the Taliban
Septemnber 5) is indeed “Bulldozer justice’ rainchild of the Uttar stringent punishment for and others.

shocking, Labour is a living By Nagging ‘bulldozer Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi those who peddle hate has Dr. Thomas Palocaren,
factor of production, Justice’, the Supreme Court Adityanath. It helped him assumed greater Vellore, Tamél Hadu
Technology at the expense of India has sent a clear and | build a political brand and significance than ever,

of labour may enhance the | unequivocal message about | an image of a M. Jeyaram, Achievers who inspire

output. But what use is the
output when peaple do not
have jobs and purehasing
power? Nations should have
a judicious mix of labour
and capital to achieve

a

s unwavering commitment
o its constitutional
mandate of saleguarding
constitutionally guaranteed
rights of Indian citizens.
Bulldozer justice, which

tough-on-crime
adminkstrator in a State
whaere the rule of law was
seen as slack. It s jarring
that it became a template
of sorts, with other BJP

Thie 'Bulldozer system' of
instant justice has no place
in a civilised saciety. Such

| am egregious violation of

EEEL

The Indian Paralymplan
contingent has made us

proud with its medal count.

Differently-abled athletes
do not receive much
wisibility, sponsorship and

prakse. But the depth of
their passion and efforts is
mammaoth, especially in our
society where the
infrastructure and support
for the differently-abled are
patchy or nonexistent, The
coaches and support teams
working with them should
alse be very proud. The
younger generation should
bé very inspired by this
special group of achievers,
Soudamini Nayak,

Ernakulam, Kerala
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Breast feeding cuts chances of the
child developing allergic disorders

As wie observe Nutrition Week, onganised in India every vear in the first week of September, here's a look into rising food-related allergies among
sactions is rising as a consequence of the widespread consumption of “westernised foods”

children. Specialists claim the incidence of adverse o

IR Sujatha

« Archana recently went

sty ardeal
1y

T llmll('\| from a

e haed severe cramps for

1 Ivinars, The symptoms were

liar ko her. She has this reaction when
anything with egzs, However, this
specifically mentioned her

il asked For something that did

allergic to eggs since her childhood
first memories are of a seve
after visiting a restaurant in her
Tometown, Colmbatore. “It wi
vegetarian restaurant, and | had na
was the first time | was trying naan. When
1 returned home, | threw up, something
that happens after eating anyihing that
contains eggs.” When her father
confronted the nt , e was
told that nwan was glased with eggs.

In her teens, the reaction changed, An
accidental ingestion resulted in multiple
visits to the tollet and severe stomach
weral hours to subside,
ys been careful. But recently,
sl thramisn after confirming
wrant that it had no eggs, |
T an allergie reaction,” she sald,

Westernisation of diet

Ms, Archana’s reaction o a food ie
not new or rare. Paedia 1 clie
literature on food allergies in childnen
They say children could suffer from egg,
sarafood, and mat allergies, All the
paediatricians that this correspondent
spoke 1o believe t allergles are a result
of "‘westernisation’ . Paediatricians say

common allerghes inclade those that
manifest alter consuming eggs, nuts and
seafood,

R. Asokan, consultant paediatrickan at
rya Hospital, sald, =1 have not seen
oundnut or other rut allerg|
practiced, but allergles o nonvegetarkan
Tl or even eggs, | have, Some people
Iawve a genetic predisposition. For s
could be acquired.” Allergies could be
persistent or random.,

"1 may see one or [wo peptides no bt diggest
Istent allergies, Sometimes when we them further to make amino aclds,” the

itise them, the patbent will not paediatrician sabd. Unlike
shiow the usual allergic reaction for a newharns absorb amino acids. “When a

whibe, Then we may reintroduce the food, — baly is getting peptides Inln the ystem, it

the person could be free of the
he explained.

D, Asa compares allergic reactions
1o policing.
control a crowd in a civilian area. For disord
e
I Ittllllllllllihllll

all

Iulmurmglulmlill E,

as an
B "
The |){K|) reacts differently to a food
it has been exposed 1o, “It reacts
tigens like infection,

cholee the body make

S0, Is there truth to the s
breast-fed balves are not as e,
susceptible to

5P
fed children, the protein

Amaong b af children witl
imtake Is low, so the allengy potential is often manifes
Tow, Dr. Asokan explained. “Cow's milk in their 3rd or 4th decade isell, However,
THE SCIENCE QUIZ

lividuals instead requine Food intoler:
the equivalent of an Allergy specialists such as Suresh
Whe they use that, a ot of damage  Natarajan make a distinetion between

reaction. Howe
lmnlﬁ.nm- llu- e

Usiially the al
et that For example
ily show up as n

rted into ch

as amino acids and peptides. We do not
s of absorl the

It is emough to use police o six months, rrwnlI1|-‘IL||\n\-~uL|!h-ﬂm
such as ecaema, aopic

dermatitis, are low,” he added,

. Breast
the body digests

Thie bsosdy pesicts dilerently o antigens

hes. We don't know why

chobee the body makes
s the potentlal for
11

the child will develop allergy symptoms
- {

ould turn to food allergy in the

W
uld. When |\l't:|l|\‘ COMm 1o

8 m the Tamilly.
Iparenis, it may
By symptoms
Ieir 5th or Gth decade.

“Fhere are also blood te a::- avaikable,
but they are often assockated with false

positives,” he sakd.

[allergies
ildren are diagnosed as
lhI\II'IH food allergies based on blood tests,
They are advised 10 avold the particular
Food item, but the problem persists in
majority of patients, he saic, In such ¢
an allergist must be consulted, and
test will help in diagnosing the problem
accurately.

Albergies could be mild or severe, Some

Tic reacti
life-threatenir
propartion of anaphylaxis die to food
allergy is increasing. The condition of
\u.n xhll:!nn shold be confi

ety

fw wl alle luI\"\ In oddance

Unlike in the west, there s no data on
allergie
practic
increase Iull)'. “In every Lmlll)
thire iy be allerghes, but unless it s

5 {hﬂl’{. 1 Ill"'\' won't come for can
Hee sadd bre
r. “Allergy i
and as we become
ks beling seen more oft
cujatha.rathehindu.ooin)

g ks a protective
n clisease of the west

developed country it
he sakd.

Discovering brain rewiring through neuroplasticity

Al Srivastavi Tunction, What s this fatty
ackd?
.
QUESTION 1 L
QUESTION 3
type of brain wave, UWhich newrotransmitter,

commonty asso commanly assoclated with

reward and pheasure, plays
a orucial rale | ptic
plasticity, particularty in

and enhance Il'.mnrlp and learning and memory?

LT
[ 9

oy QUESTION 4

QUESTION 2 The abitity of the brain to

uroplasticity can be anise itself docreases

cod by various
tors, including diet

, bt it can be

hie brain associated with
wnecutive lunctions and
cognitive control?

[ N
QUESTION S

The principle “neurons
that fire tog

ntal mechanium

uroplasticity, This
c<-nn-pl eaplains how the
activation af

connections and Improves
the
pathways, What is the term

Miciency of neural

Dottors say that pilocarpine, an ingredient in the
ey drops, works by constrieting the pupil, which
can have multiphe side effects GUTTY ALY

‘Brazen’ claims
by drug maker
trigger curiosity
about an old
eye condition

Zubeda Hamid

Drug Controller Gen
report ly stated tha
about the approval and of the drops
ollering spectacular treatiment for
preshyopla were “unethbcal and false
presentation of facts,” and the company
s been asked for an explanation.
Bust thirouggh all of this, there has been
enewed interest in presbyopla - what is
it, and whom does it affect?
Presbyopia, states the Mayo Clinic's
website, is the gradual loss of your eyes”
ability to rmu, o nearky objects, IUsa
ring. l’mah;.u.pl.n usually

140 and continues 1o worsen until
around age 65,

Why does presbyopia occur? When
you are young, the lens in your eye
(behind your iris thie ability o change
shape = which means it allows you o
s o hings that are both Gr
As you get older, this 1)
ns decrease
el is o lomger able

ing them seem out of focus,
There is no v o stop this
process, but it can be cormected, as is
usually done with reacling glasses.

“By the age of about 40,7 says Mohan
Rajan, chairman and medical director of

objects, 1

Preshyopia is the gradual loss of
your eyes” ability to focus on

nearby objects, 1t usually
becomes notlceable In v
to mid-40s and continues
worsen until around age 65

carly

Rajan Eye Care Hospital, "people may
need + reading glasses. This power will

where do the eye drops come in? A
[ress rele the man
ENTOD I’h.
v formula not only ge

pasis bt .|Iw1nt|mlu- pathent
helr eyes as a side benefit,
wivanced dy

M, ensuring consistent efficacy g
safety for extended use, kee pllu.: In mind
that such drops will be wsed for years ata
stretch.”

Diosctors however urge caution
pllocarpine, an ingredient in the eye
drops, works by constricting the pupll,
they say and can have muliple side
elfects,

“This is not a new dug - it has beer
used for decades for glvcoma | said
Soundari, medical director, Dr. Agarwal's
Eye Hospital in Chennal. "However, now,
there are better drugs 1o treat glacoma,
Pilocarpine can have a number of side

effiect 15e headaches, blur the
wislon, h night vishon since the
pupdl becomes smaller, ov course of
many y thi e problems with
il dilation, which may be needed for

instance, if the patient needs a cataract
surgery. We also don't know how effective
the drops will be for all categories of
preshyopia patients. So caution must be
exercised,” Dr Soundarl polnted out,
{zubeda.hivthehindu.co.in}

(With inputs from ANT)

Riecent for this form of

thatas neuroplasticity that For feedback and suggestions
abunds underpins learning and I‘or ‘Sclence) please write to

o fish, Is crue y formatien through Visual question: in th e, you can see a highlighted part of the human brain, known for its cruclal rel eo.in with the
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Should digital platform owners be held liable for user-generated content?

| PARLEY I

ussla-borm tech tycoon Pavel Durov,

the founder of Tebegram, was

arrested in Pards on August 24,

French authorities announced that
Mr. Duroy ks under nvestigation for a litany of
serious crimes, Including enabling the
istrilsistion of child sexual abiise material on
the app, Gacilivting drug iratficking, and
refusing to cooperate with liw enforcement.
Should digital platform owners be held liable for
usergenerated content? Pranesh Prakash and
Rohit Kumar discuss the question ina
conversation moderated by Aaratrika
Bhaumik, Edited excerpis:

Does Tel s lax content

policy and purported reluctance to
cooperate with law enforcement agencles
Justily the indictment of fts founder?

Pranesh Prakashe It remains unclear the ex
1o which Telegram's conmtent moderation policles
are kix or whether there was any genuine
reluctance o cooperate with kaw enforcement
agencies, In 2002, Germany reported that
Telegram had complied with a request o
remove hannels that potentially breached
German hate speech laws, In this particular
beyond the lst of charges, the specific
ances remadn amblguous,
However, | will uat except in instances
where there Is personal complicity or direct
involvement, the founder of & messaging
platform shoukd net ineur any eriminal lability
for the acts of the platform’s users.

Rohit Kumar: Whike it is understandabhe that
Telegram alms 1o foster free speech, It ks cruclal
1o acknowledge the real-world harms assockatecd
with unregulated messaging platforms. Ideally,
directors and founders should not be held
personally Hable, However, i there s clear
evidence of direct complicity or knowledge,
eriminal Hability may be imposed, Nonetheless,
the threshold for such Hability Is generally set
very high, necessitating substantial evidence,

From a pollc:r sta.ndpolnl.m wllat extent
should media b held
accountable for the content they host?

RE: A well-established principle is that of safe
harbour, which stipulates that a platform should
not bee hebd liable for user-generated content as
it merely acts as an ntermediary. Privacy must
also be preserved, meaning platforms should
avold excessive monitoring or intercepiion of
uiser commuinkeations. For instance, when there
wiis dissemination of misinformation on

Founder of Telegram Pavel Durov delivering a speech in Barcelona. REUTERS

platform limited the ability w simultaneously
Torward messages ltiple groups and
reduced group shees, Additonally, platforms
should have compliance officers or designated
Tl'|!ll5-l’l|ll|h‘l”{ o coapeni with Liw
u:l‘[m'u:l-m provided that due pr:uws is

| ing such and
establishing clear procedural pmtmnb. should
e a key focus for messaging platforms,

PPz In the case of fully end-to-end encrypted
Platforms, their ability to view reported
imessages and take action is inherently limited,
Addiienally, platforms that are designed 1o
minimally record metadata or not record it at al
Tace shgnificant constrainis in cooperating with
law enforcement agencles regarding user data.
Under EU (European Unidon) law, there s a cles
prohibition against requiring platforms o
monitor or spy on their users. When it comes o
Telegram, whibe it upholds the confidentiality of
priva -on-one and group chats and does
not allow enforcement acthons on il
communications, it does permit scratiny of
content on public channels.

Could even liberal democracles Increasingly
push for stricter content from

O potential consequence is than more
anessaging platforms might adopt end-wo-end
cncryprion and minimise met Lorge

o vkl assisting lw enforcement.
PRANESH PRAKASH

complicity in the over-regulation of free speech,
which to an extent the DSA also embodies,

Kz The key difference between the past and
present lies in the accelerated pace at which
disinformatbon spreacls, This is not merely a
conflict between the desire o protect free

Although the Indian government has maintained
that Telegram is compliant with these
regulations, 1 agree with Pranesh that there is
always a risk of selective prosecution,

Could the threat of personal Hability push
tech executives to reassess the risks of
unregulated content?

RK: I the Indian context, the threat of personal
Thabblity has been wielded multiphe times. For
example, the former IT Minister had issued
warnings to X for non-compliance with the new
IT Rules, Such high-profile arrests of senior
executives inevitably provoke anxiety among
soclal media companies, particularly if they

ur in liheml democracies. Nonetheless, there
among kehold in India

specch and the need 1o manage dising
it transe '|ui$sllll|m-|>ulllh.ﬂ narratives, As

nstances of misuse and real-world harm
late, the argument for stricter oversight
becomes more compelling. For instance, the

decision of X to dee-platform Donald Trump
cluring the last U5, presidential election was
e by the platform iself. But shoukd
platforms have the power to determine who has
a volee and who doesn’t? We need greater
procedural clarity on how these decision

AT

mache, who makes them, where liabiliy lies, and
when g intervention is appropri
Could s lalssez-falre hto

content moderation jeopardise its safe
harbour protection under the Information
Technology (IT) Act, 2000, in India?

PP Telegram does not comply with certain
provisions of the 2023 IT Rules, which mandate
specific terms of service for entities opermting in
ct, omly a handful of global

adhere 1o these regulations,

hose with a physical presence in
ison can also be drawn
Framee. One of the key
clumcs levelled by French authorities against

these platforms? Does the passage of the
Digital Services Act (ISA), 2024, the EU's
Latest attempt to regulate big-tech excesses,
sigmnal a broader shift in this

Is that It provided eryptology services
almed at ensuring ﬂmh:lﬂmlmllly withait a
Heense. This regulation, however, s outdated
and applied inconsistently. For instance,
ity networks like Tor have not come

PPz | don't believe it does. For instance, in
2000, a French court ordered Yahoo! Inc, to
sers from acoessing Nazi

based websie
nt regulation by a
cy, This demonstrates

wourt in a liberal demos
that content regulation is not a recent
development, What has changed, however, is
that many who onee staunchly defended free
apeech now seem 1o prioritise the perceived
Tarms of “disinformation” over the need for

WhatsApp during ebections in India, the

[

WK I

Covering the IC-814 hijack

Instead of covering the dawn of a new millennium,
Journalists spent sleepless nights at Palam airport

he controversial Netllix serles,
T ICEM: The Kandahar Hijack, has
artempited o recount the events of
1999 for a mew generation. Every journal-
st who covered the story at the
[ own personal narrative
last week of the previous millennium
when, instead of celebrating, India
Turched through the harmowing ordeal of
the 1814 hijack, and the sadness and an:
ger that followed the s or of three
dreaded terrorists at
My own story began six
that, when | was at CNN Ine
termational, It was a slow news day in Aw
and the office bell was rung by a
ying a video tape from Srina-
gar. As | popped the tape into the ma-
. i wive of sickness hit me. That im-
age of a European man with curly hair ina
green kameez, with his severed head
placed on his body, still flashes before me.
Hams Ostro was among the six forelgners
Kidinapped by a group called Al-Faran, be-
lheved 1o be the Pakistan-backed Harkat-
ub-Ansar, founded by Masood Azhar, who

1994, They had been taken hostage at gun-

point in July 1995, when they had gone
trekking in the Kashmir Valley, and the
punmen had demanded the release of Az
Tar in exchange for them. One hostage es-
caped, while the rest were never found.
The kidnappers had carved the name of
thelr group on Ostra's chest,

In 1994 1oo, the HarkatulAnsar had
Kidnapped two sets of forelgners with the
aim of exchanging them for Azhar, They
had first kidnapped two British men, who
they had been forced 1o release under pur
blie pressure. Their kidnapping later of
four tourksts had been thwarted by the
police after a shootoui. Omar Saced
Sheikh (ater known as the killer of jour-
nalist Daniel Pearl), who had travelled o
Tnnelia to firee Azhar, was injured and arrest-
ed in the encounter, Why the India
vernment did not join the dots 1o n
how Important Azhar was to the Inter Ser-

oM
K

vices Intelligence-funded operations in
Jamimu and Kashmir despite these kidnap-
better for a bigger hos-
tagge sitmation will remakn a mysted

On December 24, 1999, 1 was
ports Authority of India bulldis 0
Ing permissions for our crew
thie tarmac on New Year's day,
when the hijack took place. When an ofli-
clal told me about it §thought it was g
curity drill, 1 realised something wi
wrong when senbor officials rashed to the
dummﬂ( terminal. Nothing had hit the
i my news editors in the
nt o even take the story
live until it was confirmed o wera. The
next few hours were agonising for the fa
millies, When the alreraft linded in Amrit-
. e was hope that the erisis could be
managed. But a hapless government was
unable to ensure that it stayed in India,
and there was never any public scrutiny of
why our systems didnt move quicker.
There were cdher questions that never go
answered o, as the hijack unfolded, such
as why the international community - the
U8, the LK A Arabsia, and the UAE -
which had influence over
Taliban, did not do more to e
or realise the Allip this attack would give
terrorists globally. The 9/11 anacks wok
place just two years lager

1 i ot leep that ||Ix1|l unithl the ale-
craft linded in Kandahar, or much of the
next week. Journalists fced similar sleep-
less nights through the four-day siege of
Mumbal in 2008 and the three-day-long
Pathankot attack in 2006, On December
0, 1996, 1 was on the tarmac, with dozens
of journalists, when the External Affairs
Minister escorted the three werrorists o
Kandahar. We stayed there unthl he re
turned hours later with the freed hostag:
s, Whille there was joy and rellef for the
familles, there was also foreboding of
what havoe those terrorists would wreak,
Twenty-five years later, they are all free in
Pakistan and have never been brought to
Justice for holding a nation hostage,

the Alr-
v
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Treedom of expression. This shift represents

PICTURE O
Keeping head above water

E WEEK
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Food packets being dropped by choppers of the incian Air Force in Vi

under scrutiny in France. A similar pattern of
selective enforcement could potentially arise in
India should the government decide to target
Telegram under the IT Act.

RK: The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology has announced that it is
Investigating Telegram over concerns that it s
belng used for illegal activities such as extortion
and gambling. Additionally, some of the
requirements under the 2023 IT Rules, such as
subminting transparency reports and designating
acompliance officer, are quite extensive,

da, Andhra Pradesh, a b

that personal lability for regulatory violations
shoubd not be imposed. Instead, it may be more
ellective to lmpose higher penalties for repeated
offences or conslder banning persistently
non-compliant entities,

PP It definitely will. However, it should also
prompt countries to reconsider their approach.
One potential consequence bs thit more
messaging platform it adopt endo-end
encryption and mi S et Storage o
avobd assisting law enforcen this kind of
wilful blindness is likely 1o emerge more rapidly
I founders face personal lability for

s ||l.'ll|.'|'3||l'il coment,

Do you think this is lkely to be an lsolated
incident or become the norm?

PP As moral panic over disinformation grows,
WE G expect 1o see more such arrests.
However, in Durov's case, French prosecutors
have cited specific crimes r.
speech-related offences, We w
increased censorship and more bans o
like Tebegram and WhatsApp, Tebegra
already ba 1 in over a dozen u'llmrlﬁ

RK: Soclal media intermediaries will likely
reassess thelr systems and procedures more
carefully, This could lead o greater adoption of
oncr)pﬂ:m which platforms are already

15 i marketing tactic, Adclin
I'Il.ljtll' pl.ll[m 1S may rush o negotiate
safeguards with various governments to prevent
misuse of power by both parties. This issue has
evolved beyond merely free speech to
encompass questions of sovereignty.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
wanw, thehindu.com

o fall ince August 30 with 37
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e of raln on Sunday alone - its highest-ever in a day in decades. Drinking water and other essential Rems weve also distributed to people by the LAF. 6 M. ka0
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Nepal asked to clarify stand
on Sikkim

New Delhi, Sept. 5: The Government of India
has, through diplomatic channels, sought
clucldation from Nepal ever reports about the
Nepalese Government's views on the recent
developments regarding Sikkin

The Minister for External Affairs, Mr.
Swaran Singh, to-day called in a representative
of the Nepalese Embassy in New Delhi and

had discussions with him on the malter,
In K Iu, the Inclian Amt Mr.

: ARCHIVES (mlt MG

M. Rasgotra, called on the Forelgn Secretary,
Gen, Padma Bahadur Khetrd, and lodged the
second vehement protest in three days over
the anti-Indian campaign in Nepal over the
developments connected with Sikkim,
Mr. Rasgotra drew his attention to the
lamage done to Indian Embassy property and
Indian property and intimicdation of
athmandu.
voy is belleved to have stated that the
ernment may have o pay
compensition for the loss suffered.
Duerimg his one-hour meeting with Gen,
believed to have told
it there was official encouragement to
the anti-Indian publicity through official
madia,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 6, 1924
Business in the Central
Legislature

Simba, Sept, 5: In the Legislative Assembly on
Monday, Sir Charles Innes will move for
reference to the Select Committee of the Bill 1o
provide for better regulation of conon ginning
and cotton pressing fa 3,

Sri Basi] Blackett will move for consideration
of the bill 1o consolidate, amend and extend the
Law relating 1o bevy of duties of Customs on
articles imported or exported by land from or o
Tervitory outside Britlsh Inclia,

» - -




NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of mpox
raccine doses that

reached the Congo

in lakh, The first bateh of mpax
l vaccings arived in Congo's capital on
Thursday, authorities sald, three
weeks after the World Health Organization
declared mpax outbreaks in 12 African
countries a global emergency. s

The role of the 16th Finance Commi
with the Union government, and th

ECONOMIC NOTES

R. Mohan
R, Ramakumar

he financial relationship

between the Union

government and the St

India is asymmetrical, as in
many odher countries with a federal
constitutional framework. As the 15th
Finance Commisshon inoted, States incur
61% of the revenue expenditure but
collect only 38% of the revenue receipts,
In short, the ability of the States to incur
expen res is dependent on transfers
from the Union government.
Consequently, there is the problem of
Vertical Fiscal Imbalance (VFI) in Indian
fiscal federalism where expenditure
decentralisation overwhelms the revenue
raising powers of the States.

Why should VFI be reduced?
Constitutionally, the financial duties of
the Union government and the States are
divided. Om the revenue front, to
maximise the efficiency of tax collection,
the Personal Income Tax, the Corporation
Tax and a part of indirect taxes are best
collected by the Union government., But
on the expenditure front, to imise the

CHENNAT» www.thehindu.com « Friday, September 6, 2024

ext&Context

THE:

umber of Pakistanis
nprisoned across 88
countries

20,000::

are concentrated mostly in the UAE anﬂ
Saudi Arabia. Among those incancerated,
68 nationals face the death penalty. »n

Number of cities from
Haryana in the top
100 most polluted list
The State has a total of 24 gities.
ls Alr quality data from January to
Haryana exceaded both India's National

Ambient Air Quality Standards and the
Wadld Health Organization's standards. en

= HINDU

June showed that every city in

Chinas planned
financial support to
Africa for next 3 vears

in % billion. More than half ef
that will be in credit, with 511

assistance™ as well as $10 billion through
encouraging Chinese firms to invest, Xi
Jinging said im the China-Africa forum. we

billien “in varkous types of
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What is vertical fiscal imbalance?

sion should be to eliminate vertical fiscal imbala
states are burdened with expenditure responsibilities?

Estimation of VFI after devolution of taxes

The 15¢h Finance Commission had noted that india has had a larger, and rising, vertical fiscal
imbalance (VFI) than most other federations

2016-17 0.13

200718 I 0.12
01819 [ 0.1
2019-20 | 0.18
2000-21 [ 0.28
202122 | 0.14
wanRe | 0z
T TR

SOURCE: COMPUTED FROM UNION BUDGET DOCUMENTS, AND STATE FINANCES: A STUDY OF THE BUDGETS, Rl

purview of the Finance Commission, and
it deals with broadly two questions. The
first question is how to distribute the
taxes collected by the Union gov et
to the States as a whole. These transfers
are made as a prescribed share of the
“Net Proceeds” (Gross Tax Revenue of the
Umnion less surcharges, cesses and costs of
collection). The second question is how 1o
listribute taxes across States. The matter

efficiency of spending, publicly provided
goods and services are best supplied by
the tier of the government closest to its
users. I is in this context that the extent

noted that India has had a Larger, and

rising, vertical imbalance than most other
imbalances were
agnified during periods of
crises, such as the COVID-19 pandemic,
which drove a large wedge between one's
own revenues and expenditure

tional level.
The problem of VFI falls under the

of VF1 arises as part of the first question.
Apart from devolving taxes, the
Finance C: 18 ilso rec

transfers that include conditionalitie:

]
sum, the devolution of taxes from the net
proceeds is the only transfer to the States

that is untied or unconditional.

Calculating VFI in India

mate the VFLin India

o the States,
We measure VFIat the level of all

*, and not separately for each State.
For this, we use a globally accepted
method. We first estimate a ratio where
is the sum of the Own

grants to States in need of assis ance
under Article 275 of the Constitution, But
these are generally for short periods and
for specific purposes. There are also
transfers to the States that fall outside the
Finance Con 's ambit. For
example, the Union government spends
substantial amounts - under Article 282
of the Constiution — on subjects falling in
the State and Concurrent lists through

centrall sored schemes and central
sector schemes, But such grants are tied

Receipts (ORR) and the tax

iom from the Union governmeent

e denominator is the Own
Revenue Expenditure (ORE) for all States,
If this ratio is less than 1, it implies that
the sum of own revenue recéipts and tax
devolution o States is inadequate to
meet the ORE of the States. If we subtract
this r.ltn from 1, we get the deficitin

proxy for VFI after devolution,
Wie can then ask the simple question:

Can Kerala access funds from
the Loss and Damage Fund?

easy for local commu
Neha Miriam Kurian
Thankom Arun

The story so far:
n the wake of the devastating
landslides that recently struck
s Wayanad district, a crucial
conversation has emerged around
whether subnational entithes can seek
compensation through the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCOC)'s Loss and Damage
Fund (LDF). While this demand is
Justifiable, accessing climate funds is far
mare complex than it appears.

What is the Loss and Damage Fund?
The Loss and Damage Fund (LDF) was
established at the 2022 UNFOCC
Conference (COP2T) in Egypt to provide
financial suppont to regions suffering both
economic and non-economic losses
caused by climate change. These include
extreme weather events and slow-onset
processes, such as rising sea levels. The
LDF is overseen by a Governing Board
that determines how the Fund's resources
are disbursed, with the World Bank
serving as the interim trustee, The Board

»

es at the sub-national level w access funds from international clim:

Is |.‘ul‘r‘1.'|\l|} developing mechanisms o
facilitate access to the Fund's resources,
incheding direct access, small grants, and
rapid disbursement options. Despite its
intended purpose, concerns persist that
climate funds are often o slow to be
accessible immediately after a disaster,
particularly for local communities at the
stb-national level. It is a ated that
the LDF may face similar challenges.

What has been India's role?
Indi.l has suffered over $56 billion in

Action Policy and hurlm . This focus has
led 1o a subdued participation in Loss and
age dialogues at COP meetings. With
«certain regions in India being highly
vulnerable 1o ate change, active
engagement i + dialogues could
bring substantial benefits.

Within Ing e is an urgent need
for a clear legal and policy framework to
streamline climate finance, particularly
for adapration and loss and damage, in
lime with the principles of locally led

Landslide-hit Wayanad on August 1. REUTIRS

adaptation, which are erucial for
vulnerable communities, The
introduction of a climate finance
taxonomy in the Union Budget 2024 has

how much should tax devolution rise over
and above that recommended by the past
Finance (.IJI'H]IIIE.SI[IIH w L(W.ILIH(
ratio 1o 17 Eq
eliminate VFI. In the attached table, we
show that the average share of net
proceeds devolved to the States
201516 and 2022-23 should have been
48.94% to eliminate the VFL But the
shares of tax devolution recommended by
the Hth and 15th Finance Commissions
were only 42% and 41%, respectively, of
the net proceeds.

Raising tax devolution
Many States have raised the demand that
the share of tax devolution from the net
procesds must be fixed an 50% by the 16th
Finance Commission. They add force 1o
this demand by pointing to the exclusion
from the net proceeds of the substantial
amounts of cesses and surcharges, which
truncates the net proceeds within the
wlﬁ& Lax rev L

Our analysis in this article lends
empirical suppornt to this demand. Here,
we have assumed the present levels of
expenditures of the States as a given. At
the aggregate level, these actually
incurred expenditures have not only
conformed to but also underutilised the
borrowi mits specified in the fiscal
responsi y legalisations. Even then, we
find that the share of net proceeds
devolved o the States must rise to about
49% to eliminate VF1. Such an increase in
devolution would place more untied
resources in the hands of the States to
spend on their citiz it would also
ensure that § expenditures better
respond to jurisdictional needs and
priorities, and that the efficiency of
expenditures is enhanced. Overall, it will
be a move towards a healthy system of
cooperative fiscal federalism,

R. Mohan is former Indian Revenue
Service officer. K. Ramakurnar is Prafessor,
Tara Institure of Social Sciences, Mumb.ai,

‘What have been State interventions?
Adaptation and loss and damage needs
are more acutely felt at the ground level
by State governments. For instance, in
Kerala, it is the State government that
bore most of the financial burden for
disaster recovery. A notable & l
the Rebuild Kerala Development
Programme, launched in the
the August 2018 floods, This init
funded through loans from the World
Bank and the KfW Development Bank, a
German instittion, il
role of international
post-disaster recovery. The program
focused on reconstructing the State’s
infrastructure, including roads and
bridges, all of which had been severely
damaged by the floods.

However, the absence of a standardised

Karnataka to avail loan
to provide v
industrial areas

in ¥ erore. As
per the Large
9 and Medium

Industries Mintster M.B. Patil, many
industrial areas lack infrastructure. e

ater to
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1 federal relations. What should it do when revenues are concentrated
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As the 15th Finance
Commission noted, States
incur 61% of the revenue
expenditure but collect only
3% of the revenue receipts. In
short, the ability of the States
o incur expenditures is
dependent on transfers from
thie Linion government,

The problem of VFI falls under
the pundew of the Finance
Commission,

-

Maryy States hinee raised the
demand that the share of tax
devolution from the net
procecds must be fxed at S0%
bry the 16th Finance
Commission.

THE GI

The Loss and Damage Fund
(LDF) wars established at the
3022 UNFCOL Conference
(COP2T)in Egypt to provide
financial suppart to regions
suffering both economic and
non-economic losses caused
by climate change,

India has sufered over 556
billion in damages from
weather-related disasters
between 2019 and 2023
Dispite this, India has
pricritised mitigation activities
aver inits Hational

method for condueting e 1ive
assessments of disaster-related di AMALes,
particularly those from show-onset events,
means that significant loss and damage
needs that could g

could impede India's al
LDF in the future. The situation in
Wayanad district underscores the broader

without clear guidelines on accessing loss
and damage funds within India, frontline

viilinerable. In international cimate
change negotiations, India should
advocate for more decentralised methods
of fund disbursement from the LDF, as
opposed o centralised systems used
for other climate funds.

managing clima

loss and damage. By establishing a more
explicit domestic policy framework that
Tocuses on locally led adaptation and
elearer puldelines for accessing loss and

damage funds, India can better protect
ltselfl from the impacts of climate change.

Neha Mirtam Kurian is with the Kerala
Insritute of Local Administration. Thankom
Arun is with the Untiversity of Essex.

Climate Action Pﬂlt)‘ and
Budgets,

Adaptation and loss and
damage needs ane mone
acutiely felt at the ground level
by State governments.
Consequently, it is the State
govemments that often bear
meost of the financial burden
for disaster recovery effonts,
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No single way to
fight inequality

It's important to ensure technology isn't made an
excuse for policy failures to boost mass incomes

recently released ILO report says that

globally, the share of labour incomes in total

income declined by another 0.6 percentage

point between 2019 and 2022 and has
remained flat since. While the latest numbers are in
keeping with the long-term trend of falling labour
income share, the report notes that the three-vear
period following the pandemic saw a decline which
agcounts for 40% of the overall decline between 2004
to 2024. In a number which has lent itself to some bit
of ser lism, the ILO ¢ that had the
labour income share remained stable between 2004
and 2024, workers would have earned an additional
$2.4 trillion in purchasing power parity terms.

The report also flags the role of technology in
shaping inequality, especially with the growing use
of Al While such technologies are known tolead toa
rise in productivity, they can also lead to a reduction
inlabour Income share, it says.

What does all this mean as far as policy wisdom is
concerned? That labour income shares have been
falling and technology might have played a role is
not something we are being told for the first time.
The fact that this trend has not reversed and is
perhaps feeding into growth of reactionary politics
across the world, especially in the advanced
economies, is what needs a closer and urgent
examination. So, what is to be done?

The biggest lesson which needs to be bearnt is that
there cannot be a one-size-fits-all approach w
flghting inequality or the role of technology in
driving it. Many countries in the world are at a stage
of demographic evolution where they would need
technology to ease the pressure on the already falling
share of working population. The more important
question for them is not to control roll out of
technology per se but who gets to control the surplus
generated from lts growing use. India might have a
lesson oF two to teach the world from its Digital
Public Infrastructure push on this front.

To be sure, itis important toensure that
technology does not become the excuse for other
policy failures to boost mass incomes, For example,
India, the world's most populous country, has done
very well in high-technology exports but performs
much below its potential in labour-intensive exports.
These counter-intuitive facts remind us that the
battle against inequality is best fought outside
convenient echo-chambers,

Can't catch a cold from
B'desh-Pakistan thaw

foer being left in the cold in the corvidors of power
in Bangladesh forseveral decades, Pakistan
ivesa new in Dhaka following the

ousterof the Sheikh Hasina government and the
installationof a caretaker administration led by
Muhamumad Yunus, I(zymmlbemafmelumrhn
government, such asstudent leader Nahid Islam, have
spoken about the possibility urmsahdng the 'Issueol‘

Empower communities
to fix forest governance

prdomwm processes:

i Torest governance? m»m-ﬁwhuhk Ressans,
T?ll'(l)’ devolution of Fnr coammunities whose lives and oSt important leaming
rights under FRA and Iml:md’.mwgrmmlmwm kmlﬂmsllmhm(‘%mmﬂuilm
i . standing sete
isamsund:.rmiuinggam Lion lfurnwﬂamum]um exclusion  yiekds better coonomic retums, - Apart lmluvipwkkrmvimmulallrmhulhmlnm!qumhu
sabhas’ capabilities to (foe ting historical Starting [0 the 19605, also poses ar larest-bised TP
- wrangs—which the FRA sets ot 1o do nwwmu laiwes Tetionabising”
exercise these rights — requires more than fus restoring  the radeol NTFPssuch sstenh keaves,  themselves s a e ineication o the  manag by Indissforest
. . thielr rights. I requires & more funda- ™ & {  inchuding CAMPA, which has erossed
wherever l'i:ﬂ.ﬂgl'IiS{:d awsol forest — only appolnied themenve. E50000 crore The oy
need to be addressed governance. But the FILA's spit,and  tons. Thise monopolics e ostlogal — Forest degradtion,aside fromenvt- — through which the forest bureaucracy
every s better, s P walidity afle p poses a real  implernents s |ll!u1|lul\\:>.aluumm
Forest Rights Act 2006 wﬂukﬁ;hmumilu! wut Exsension iScheduler]l  challenge 1o & Dawsedd L pressur sl
FRA), the  tutional [v Amm m.ﬁ;k:mdﬂl& Many GSs with recognised vights have  oulpuls, translates nto an ul:mmlwr
rights of lorestdwelling name Just a M-. fomn licitly rocognise b o widh unpre-  focws on large-scake tree plantations,
itles o hoth necess theGS NTFP. o Inck the resousces. which has Bmited cenvirommental hene-

e il cusomany
Horests, offers a bottom-up

impase their wnri:u\u
plans for timber felling

Asidefrom mklmf
Feienciesand malpractices,

ekl o)

stand improve thegual-
ityaltheir

et This isa curious sinune

Fies i well s Iaeldusstre track recoad,
Driven by busrwards like “tree coves”
wnd “carbon !‘(‘Q'lk"r!m".lhmmu

nitkes from amy benefits, and sometimes
the land itsclf, therehy violating their
nsmrwm T GV e

s of Forests are fmportant enough o
recefve such large funding, whyshouid
(S thatare managing their forests not

wigion of forest governance, Eighteen  and plantatioss on forests Gautam anmjor deficlency of such  thom Decause the government has sl
VEArs o, progress In recognisingthese  assigned w GSs, okder Aredath i firest
rights has no doubt been tandy. Only  state laws that create a ntafoolloctons  restoration, such as the Compensasony
threcstates — Maharsshia Odisha.and — govemment L] in an ||1stlnltlmll u‘mp Afforestation Fund (CAMPA) and the
Chihantisgarh — have recognised such — the rade ol valuable non- thatiscomtrolled NREGA. Despite the natural synery
community forest resource rights  timber forest products st department. vm in with communit-led forest govemance.
{CF‘RM] in mml- thousand villages  (NTFP) remain om the Madhya Pradesh and  theirimplementadon tends o besiloed
each. Other staswitha lange poiential — books, and the procedures hattisgarh, where the  andis yet o recognise GSs'roke.

for such rigthts heve handly begun Even by which GSs can acoess trade happens through Starting in 2015,

in the first three, many villages remain — state funds for forest cone = rulive societies of  established “comvergence” commit-
without these and many erors Inthe  servation and regeners-  Sharachchandra collectons, e evect  tees headed by district collctors as a
rights recognlion process need tobe  on remaln uncleas, Lele tive posttions and powers — platioem for different government
corrected. Thus, CFRR Th i the il sockely actors and
remains the foous. Nevertheless, with e past year or soane use- ivestrucurs welwilhthe G5 representaiives to work on inte
12,000 plus villages having roceived  [ul bat incomglete, Thelr forest department. This  gratlng avidlable government resour-
CFRRs, the questian ol post-vights gav- — primary foous | o a buiresac- lvduoa NTFP collectons 1o lshowrers  ces with CFR Management Plans of
emance i pressing. racy used o i “bonuses”, father  GSs. While outcomes have varied,

The recent push by the mmun-w of
tribu] affairs including

suspicion) has been setting out the pro-

relating to post-rights issues omd disos-
sions on a funding programme for
ermlwm mm[ﬁﬁ}um

dures o be followed by tile-holding
GSa and thedr CFR Management Com-
mittees for their intermal functioning
Several structural barriers, however,

of the first ) ne

wwerl, Access (o NTFP

overnment, musthes
What then are the major isses con-
fronting n'ghu—huldqu GEs? What

rrarkets anel 1o fir | pesotinces al

Uumrl;hl\.umnm

In Maharashara. the okler lowswere
amended in 2004 by the governor o
allow GSs in Scheduled Areas o sell
tendu kenves dinectly to the market, This
tas allowed them o determine prices,
ensure larger advance paymen is and,

The experience from Maharashtra,

nities through self-onganised, down-

largely dependent on the initintive
shown by collectors, some villages
Thaver schibeved posi thee nesualts, In 2021
the state also allowed GSs to decide
lndtﬂpkmrih’lll‘f?\mh:mcm

tion 10 the area of thesr fovest land?

s will hedpalign restortion eflons
with b | ooy and Bvell oo needs,
Gevernment should consiler this sue
uncd sirmplify the procodunes oracoess-
g these funds, Meamwhille, ransfer-
ring fundsfrom the now-defunct Jodng
Forest Mansgerment Commitoes would
e o quibele mied useful supplement for
CFR-titled GSs, The key takeaway that
w offier, citing Maharshtra's o
emoe, is o meve the locs of neform
the demand-side o the supply-side of

Bandds, i continu
states where the forest dl'rnrlmenl
comtimues 1o be the decision-maker for

CFF

Gt Arafath i plicy aralyst anf

NREGA workin b

mihe  when
iund i en
led o several

plecesal
meandngfi

rarmngmmmm into
Instiations of botionm-up

GS federations,

wardly
Ising bureaucracy have
positve policy changes,

UN must include Taiwan,
resist China’s ambitions

aiwin is an indispensable partner in
global supply chalns, producing more
than 8% of the world's high-end
semiconductors and a significant
portion of the advanced chips that are driv-
ing the Al revalution. Mareover, half of the
world's seaborne trade passes through the
Taiwan Strait, making it 2 key insernational
waterway. Yet even though large parts of the
world have enjoyed great prosperity thanks
i the peace and stabilicy that prevalls across
the stral, Chima continues to intensify its
aggressive sctions agalnst Talwan,

In recent years, ghobal leaders have used
both bilateral and mubtilateral occaslons o
highlight the imporance of malmtaining
[pence and stability across the Tajwan Strait,
However, despite being aware of
the importance of reducing ten-
slons in the reglon, the United
WNations (LN} has yet to take action
o address the challenges posed by

noF ascribes bo it any right i repeesent Tai-
wan in the UN system. In other words, the
resolution has nothing 1o do with Talwan.

This case is il lustrative of China's growing
assertivenecss in imposing its will on the
international stage. And il left uncorrected,
Beljing's cladms will ot only alter the stats
gmmlh(‘ Taiwan Strait but also jeopar-

ise peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific
and threaten the rules-based mternational
arder,

In recent months, several senlor US offl-
clals have criticised China's distorion of Res-
allution 2758 o justify its spurious claim over
Taiwarn. Furthermore, on July 30, the Inter-
Parllamentary Alllance on Ching deman-
strated conerete support for Tiwan by pass-

ing a model resolution on Resolu-
tiom 2758, To maintain [nemational
poace and security as outlined in the
LN Charter, the UN must encournge
a corvect interpretation of Resolu-

Tk o annd e G hive over tme:
switched 0 marketing tendu leaves

ANWAR IBRAHIM
."

Arguably, there is scope for further
innovation. A large amount of public
funds for restmtion andafforestation &

af e Ashakoa Trusst for Besnurch In Enology
wnel the Environment (ATREE)
The views expressesd areperaonal

China is a great friend. But we will

have to operate in our

secure cconomic advi
drilling for oil, in our te
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Open-source imperative
for India’s public sector

it by OS5 i thy

“Law on Mcllsan(ﬁtmonlch‘[mmfn(
the Fulflment of Governmental Tasks
(EMBAG) to erisure greater transpar-
ency, security, and «'ﬂm ey Inguwrmnm

Chinn or to incorporate Tuiwan in tion 2754,

the UN syaterm. As new approaches Lin Chia- China's rut\un:n‘mlsm will ot
to engaging with Talwan have in Lhia stop at Taiwan, Recent neg
emenged in the global community, lung introduced by the Chma C(\I‘II

the idea that there must be a choice
between China and Taiwan in the
IUN sysiem is a [alse dichotomy. Kow, is the
right time for the UN 1o evolve and to rethink
its unjustified policies that exdude Taiwan .
The most urgent for the UN is to stop suc-
cumbing o China's pressune and restrain i
from distorting the UN General Assembly
(UNGA) Reserdution 2758 sdopeed in 1971 any
Tunther, By willfully misrepresenting Resolu-
Uon 2758 and Calsely a:ulﬂallug, It with s
own “ome China principle,” which dilfers
from the “one China pnll-ry adopted by

1971" with Pakistan, while the Paki
aconcerted outreach aimied at resetting relations.

Undler Hasina, the bilateral relationship hitan all-time
low as her government put on trial several leaders of the
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami on chargesof war crimes
duringthe 1971 war of liberation. This was part of her
agenda to punish those she believed had collaborated
with Pakistan and worked against the emergence ofan
independent Bangladesh —anemotive issue in that
country, The student-led movement that led to her
downfall has also resulted in attempts to strip Hasina's
Awami League party and her father, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, of their role in Bangladesh's liberation
movement. Theinterest in reconciliation with Pakistan
voiced by members of Bangladesh's interim

rnment must be seen in this context.

While it is the right of a sovereign Bangladesh o forge
refationswith any country and pursue its foreign policy
interests, policymakers in New Delhi still have
memories of Pakistan's rolein using Bangladeshi soil for
anti-India activities. India must ensure its role is not
diminished in Dhaka, as any possi ble Dhaka-Islamabad-
Beijing axis could have serious portents for Delhi. There
Isalsoa need w assure the interim government that the
best interests of Bangladesh and India lie in closer
economic, energy and physical connectivity, and that

y ies, China has Hp
pressed Taiwan's legiti mate right 1o mean-
ingfully participate in the UN system.

This misrepresentation has far-reaching
consequences. In fact, Beijing's tactic of
weapanising Resolution 2758 to spremd the
[ lkacy that Taiwan is a part of its tervitory is
one of the key eferments in o wider campalgn
1o estabdish the legal basis for justifying a
future armed invasion of Taiwan. Yet, con-
trary to China's claims, Resolution 2758
merely addresses the issue of China's re
sentation in the UN. It does not mention Tal-
wan It nelther states that Tabwan s part of it

Guard arc part of a broader gray-
zone tactic designed to reinforee its
specious terrorial clims and expand its
influence. By Introducing rules that jusiify
the boarding and detaining of vessels and
allow individuals to enter disputed mari tims
areas, Beljing aims 1o assert control over
International waters and challenge global
norms and claims, The UN and the interna-
thonal community must not only reafllrm
thelr concerns about Beljlng's coercive
behavior but also work together o prevent
s unkawful sehemes,

History has shown that democnatic resclve
must be demonstrated ahead of time —
before it is too late. As the workd's foremost
Forum for internathonal cooperation, the UN
system is ideally positioned 1o address
regional security challenges and support

\mwmlwtlnn.and gwn'anrMc St
dards for IT adoption.

TheCemtre's attempes o create and share 055,
chate Backe e 2008, withthe Bhasat Operiting S5

saftware (C55). The dom '!?S
watios of 1

Ly grant llnllmlu musl}u. n,ﬂm.tu use,

gmtr g

neime Selution project. fora localised and pract-
toMicrosoft Windows for e gov-

emance requirements. With the palicy inferven-
uxlslnm Irneia grachunally inscresssend the wse of

T

any

il projects. establ|shed Open-
F«wamdormwmm& ml‘mm

il The larter's |y
limie mnﬁ’allll)'lnnml}' mts.ﬂlumnrnm
examine he source code.
e s stlpuiates thatal bl boces

CoMWIN open and available o ﬂh!rmunun:s
OpenFor

ment for the kast five years, and e extent n(

oped by o for tsem unless precluded
by third-party rights ar security con-
cerns, The Indian government hod
stinrtied howvn thiss path years ago. In
2045, it anscunoed two policies — one
for: the adoption of OS5 ingovwernment

adoption of|
s nknowa, When the e of Aarogya
St for Covide19 contnet acling raised
privacy concerns in 2020, a bkl Dumy
of acthity sowa one-time, perfuncony
ks ol cadean Gtk wnd the no
wpdates or cnggernent with the over

global economic stability. The up
ot UNGA and its Summit of the Future
present a timely appormininy w address key
security concerns while advancing the
broader goals of global sustainable develog-
el and building a more resilient global
community for eurrent and future genera-
tons.

Orver many decades, Talwan has proven o
b responsible and reliable partner o those
It has worked with. More recently, we have
alse mide significant contributions wo the
UN's Sustainuble Development Goals,
Embracing Talwan's meaninglul participa-
ton (o the UN system would undoubtedly be
the UN's best option for mitigating any
potential regional crisis, malntaining peasce
arul stability across the Taiwen Strait, and
spurring ghabal prosperity,

Looking ahead, Taiwan will continue to
pay ies part. Working with like-minded
countries o maintain healthy and resilient
global supply chaing — particularly in the
semicond uctor indusiry — Taiwan is deter-
mined 1o help power the workd forward for
many more decades 1o come. For a more
secure and better world, the UN system
needs o include Talwan.

andanother for colliboratve soltware Sridhar A0 fssuaes el discussions indtiated by
development by opening up govern- Ganapathy the community since, although the
ment source code, However, the mere application continued 1o be updatod
use of 088 to create derd - T years.
Excisting public sector proceses an
el at — linnies the posential of open fll-suive] o meaking sofiveare ogenand
source. Sharing back 1o the apen- collaharating with the community,
sOUFCE mns)nnm and building Institurions nequine didicated capacity,
oo resourocsand amindsetshilt lomean-
Ly are ke Iumd]:ngllwmah ully ergage in apen source, Fird,
benefiis of (55 usage. Ten years ago. Hemant ware procurement and develop-
the Swiss Federal Informarion ” l'ech- ment processes need an oper |

Adarkar

il approach. Theexperienceal com-

Swiss Federal hupruu:unul l'rum
making prive-winning free soltware
OpenJusititin “publicly acoessilie™ o local couns.

merclal business models built around
055 provides many rebevan! lessons
for the public sector, and the cancept of Open

b fn gl b Borsharing of by cacl Secard, inter
Stoie soltware, As the sof hind been devel- 1 b in“high
WMHMNH\FMlmM:Mlm value” projects — thase with a wide scope of

tal mppost for 085 would fciltee oy nel

the creation of @ new, competing market, The
TecEn kaw reverses this stance.

055 main benefits are the abiliny toavoid
venidor lock-in and maintain strategic contmol of
digital assets, lowering the total cost of owner:
shipof projects and mmproved cuality of soft-
“V‘]“.I'h! et SO [ Dwiorwiy Sreet, sing

mocountability, Third, building & community
around C85 requires long-termn collabaration
and being openio fedback.

The publicsector glabally is gearing upso play
a bigger role in the open-source coosystem,
Smlmtﬂund’nummm'y is enblemasic of
lnlsﬁmwm muy B greal way
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B rocend controversy

avound ndividual ineame

taxes barlng higher tan

corperate taxes in Dndia

Tvas sparked many heated

dehites. A
thasar complicatied 1
thare ds a need to analyz
tualize the data before makdng any
remarks,

T fweal yeur 2022-23, India's
o T Department dita shows
Uhiat the gross total neomme (G771,
Defiare boss sot-ofts and deductions,
of Individuals amaounted i 1624
trillion, while that of corporates
ammonmted fo 3
conntry's overall GT1of 11072
telllon. as per the dopartment's
recordds, the balanee W65 teillion s
aeconinted For by groups i
Hindu undivided
Tirmis, wssockations
il holies ol |hr|t|||.l|ll||l“|:l

While indiv ceounted for
5 w ol cverall G 2022-23 or
of gross dommestle produe
casrpirites contribiutsd J57% (1% ol
G However, the aggrogate tas
kel by corporates in that lseal year
I higher—A7 2 urillion versus 16.6
trillasn fr dnlividials.

Asanpropeartion of thelr ine
corporates pald 18,7% of thelr GT1Hn
tases that year, compared to 10U of
T paled Dy ndivichaals, This data
clearly shows corporites are paying
higher rates and a higher quantum of
tases than individuals 3

While reporting nggregale tax
fguees b thae meecin, indivichial
Inesrme taxes are often clubbed with
ol AOPs, BOLs, HUFs, et
The clubbsed numbers ghve the
Impression that el uatls e
Py lang more taes than corporites,
while the disaggregated data pro-
viches a¢ pl i,

Mo consbdar the yearearlier, In
Ml 202122, Inclividuals carmed a
T o853 trillion, which was 19.9%
of GDP, and shalbed out aggrogate tax
ol WF e, o comparis
vates earned i togal of G

Jeorponites
Lot ol thelr GT1in
tases, whereas individuals pakd 10.5%
of thebr added-up income.

A b 1o e expected, geneeal dinect
tis ol thons have fsen rom
to year, though the ratlos outlined
absove have not ¢ hanged much from
202021 to 2022-23,

T 2020- 2 s well, the secnirlo
wais slmilar, n yeor inwhich Incomse

VIEWS

FHITIAY,

India’s tax rates

on corporates
need 1o be globally
competitive for the
country to increase
investment and
employment that
contribute to
cconomic growth

T Department numbers show thit
irnead atotal of 145.1
iH

Individuals

telion, o 0SS of
R el cllng v o 4.
padel, onav
i tes, where ua-lllcll

wldhaals paked §
In terms ofwhat share ol car nikings

B beren paded, Inclividuals huve seen
this progertion goup feom S4% of
tha 1 2020- 2180 1000% In
S02-E3, Companies saw it rise from
RS o thedr total earndngs in
202042010 1H.7% I 20222, In ol
words, corporates have been payinga
wneh hilgher rate all these

mment's datahase has increased from
kA urillion in 2020-2010 01072
Erlbisn b 20022425, at o compatmidid
sl groweh e (CAG ) of 200%
viskig from 31.7% ofGDP to 36.3%,
Aggregate tax has also b
Friarns 10,7 el 1 115

cant CAGR of 25, 8%, reflecting rlsing
bis bncorie ad belter tax com
augur well for
s economic cuthook.
Hetwion 20020-20 and 202223,
Finclivhdiial €
CAGROMNT

CAGH (from 43,1 tril

\Y4
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Moderate business taxes are
what India’s economy needs

wTocEGTa

G s e
e
Tnndliclehual
2i%, whille corpaorate tixes grow by
208%, A contributory Tictor has
Besen o clinnge n how corporate
alivicbends are taxed, Sinee 2020-21,
dividend ine s Beaent taxed i
tha hands of indivichils (at their slab
ratuh, whereise r this tax brdlen
was placed on dividend distribaiing
corporates, Collections from this are
estimated it arouncd 10,000 crore
anvnnally, Before 20020 hisnum
D sl i s part of corporate
L conllowtions, Now it s logged as
L putdel by sha
A proportbon of Tndia's G
~|1.||l-ul'|ut|--.nmnrpm.m--.
. In2022-2
I m'\. Ill‘dl.ll i In comparison, the
share of individual ineome

sl by o CAGR ol 23%
Sarillion to L3S rillion),
sk o | i

India’'s middle class is hurting
because of inequitable taxes

4

SALMAMN SOZ

16 a national spokespenson of the
Indian Matkonal Congress and a
former World Banker.

bt Bnnelinn midelle class,
losng considered the back
b of o

rasingly bur
3 n; stem that

Porsanal ineoma Lises s
aceount fora langer shire of govern

Tt I over theee docades.
From 5% during the Unidted Fro

gressive Allkanee (UPA) vears, corpo
rate taes today ave only 26% of tolal
tax rovenue, This shift, along with
Tigh Gonels and Services Tax (GST)
rates aned collections, s malkdng the
ROl
s about inereased
iy, reduced con

¢ e sl o bghor
Bvrcem on low- and mibddle-income
Touseholds,

Without reforms, the tx system
wll conthome o burdken the mididle
elass and, Inthe process, huet India's
econambe divelogin

This inversion of the tax burden |s
notaceldy tean be triced hick
OpMarate Lix cuts

tothe

Lt in

% in 200823
202022

the United States, the
share of corporate taxes in
GDPwas,

THE
mint
DEBATE

Implementoed in 2004,
dosigmed ostensibly 1o

stimulite private
ent and econom
rowth. Crver the lust five
yiiirs, the rovenie fore
gomee stond close 1o 19
teilbien. 1t bs reasomnabile to
anlwhat we ecelved in

share of individual ineome
Ly G D the U5 wa 8,72% in
BCHA1, 100 ERES I 202, EL TS, (e,
anael b= predocted ot §.405% in 2024,
Tnelividual tax collections are much
Tigher in the US than the corporite
ta mopeup, which clearly shows that
aseconomibes develop and people
rospa llll"\'h|lli||lwlll|l'|LIIll'II|I|I|'
by way of taxes to the natbonal coffers
than eorporates do,

Corporates arcentithes that acen
mlate onasinils
Lilivwset the mioniy

T vl created by corportes s
alistribated o individy
g s, vt ol i st sdgn il
which

o the huse for neome tax
collections, Dividends are shared
Laggely with Individials which are
|||.{.|I|1I|uc:-|| Globally competitive tix
vaties for corporates s the vight steat
ey For Indla to Increase investments
anel emploviment, both ofwhich eon
tribute i economic growth,

MY

retuiri o this staggoring

armeannt, which could have nstead
Bosen cdhepboyed for essentlal pub
services ke healtheare, educ
anel infrastructure.

Unfortunately, th
Benefis of the corporate s reli
not materialize, Gross Axed caplial
atorof
AWEEIEE At
I'rllm 2019 10 205,
corporate profits have
climbiedd to record highs, with the
corporate profit-u-GOP el
e g S I 2022, :In ighest
in 15 years, Wors 4.
consumpthon growth |II #I.i' Bhwas
thie slewaest vt in twes dicadios,
excluding the pandemic year of
202021, Thisstark contrust between
Booming corporate profiis and shig

inh investment alongsd de weakk con
surnption growth highlights o critical
disconnect, The benafits of tax cuts
Bave dispropontionately acerued o
corporatbons, while the broader
woonomy, particularly the middle

|mlu
not just to lift some
of the burden of?
India’s middle class
but also to pave a
sustainable path
for the country’s
cconomic growth

clans, has been belt to bear the brant
ol the gow
Thils bl s cormpotindid by

i
ekl ||M||l)|lhl haalels, Fising
Raboir Foree partlelpatlon. wh
government hightights, cor

sl

time when agricultural employment
classic sign of distress

s o upy
employment lianeosly, infla
ton has consdstently exceeded the

Heserve Bank of Indin's trget v
LI

1 anal persistint
v Furthor strained

lithe

e,
ving around G-7% annually sinee

it finaneing needs.

2020, Perststent Inflation has eroded

the rupe's purchasing power and
e 1t inereasingly difficult fo
clle-class Tamilies to maintain thelr
standurd of Hving.

Thar oppositon has been war

g
gt the harm cawsed by the gov
s, Lavalior of thae

ernmment’s i pol
Chpposdtion Hadil €
weuised thi oy
s terrorisem,” burdening the
ekl class wned Taveuring s "cor-
porate Melends, " The oppositlon's
whiw s that with lielo dnee
relief.a b
mant salaries, the middie class s
Burting buclly, anc thit this ks no
only an Injustice, but will sdversely
Tt India's prospects,

The oppesition’s eriticlsm Ands

mich

PBCKRIN

(IME) fomunel dhiat incre
el of the il by 1% reduces GOP
roswth by 0,08 paree = s
over flve vears, while inereasing the
el of the poor and mibdele class by
1% can boost GIT groweh by up o
(L8 pereentage polnts, Thiswasa fol
Tow-anp sty des an earlior M1
that showed income inequal
fowr growth and ies sustal nability,
Iternatlonally, there Is growing
O ht corporale tax culs
dho o necossartly lead to inereased
Investiment or broacder econon
Benefits, Countries Hke the
States and those bn the
Unilon are inereasingly closing
tax loopholos and ensuring that
eorperatbons pay thelr fir share,
recognizing that eouitable tax
pallizlas are essentinl for redy
inevqualivy and promaoting sustalng
Bl developa
T contrast, India®s current
appranch seems increasingly oul
o steprwith these global trends,
prioritizng the interests of a woalthy
elite ot the expense of the broader
eltlzen
Hefor
administ
slvould e
i, stable and v
system that hel l|n~|1n|mk|lu poten
tial of businesses and individuals o
drive innovation, creato jobs and
contribute to ceonomic growih, An
overarching pr
onr tax system showld be that those
with the greatest means contribuie
ke Falr share to the nathon's dev
AL This ks net ahout arged
I, bt to eawsuare Inella's low and
i lbes play thedr

AL hrting ndio's groweh
nd concentrating wealth
the harnds of some of the
st postipibe in thas country,

Thuere are reforms thit offer a clear
and viable alternative, one thit
prioritizes flmess, equity and sus
tabinabde covilopa

The chodces made wday will shape
ory For docados to

thenatlan's traje

1y
Ilulllm ||nm||< Fity forall.

Wayanad holds lessons for us on foreseeable disasters

INDIRA RAJARAMAN

I an economist

Profissor Madhay Gadgl submitted liscom- | o
preha mtlu-n st g thar vul nerahl

T praoiisons has pred letabsly brovght
with it swollen vers Dooding the
countryscde and urban Tooding on

agges erusad wisa result of weaken
Ing of the ln|Ku(M|:||\' Ty prrechato
! I

B o criteria set out b i refereed

Temibe paper fn the journal Cureent Sei
he savaerest steletures on permlssible

veonomlcactiviey were in 1

cally sensltive zone one (F

et ol are under each zone wis by talick,

i
shimdndsteativie hivrinchy.
W

e wis the
wms of lives lost

oo

ofthe

st b encroachin
velusedlioe the Wiestem Glhats
s by degroe of ecological sen

o e for
o the restric
conaled hay
with modi
with the Undon minisiey of
Tl sed of notifeations coubd have set out

w the disteict in the
lIIIllI-l'hrhr.(mf

el Dovel bl

anad district were in

1 Fio b B s feedeake-wise |..1'um||||||l
cal assignm
alites (G
Maharashir.
treated sy

thnt thwe six Western Ghat
1, Karnataka, Kerali,
wd Timdl Nachu) were each
an tha repert explicitly
at e g e cavsar, tharre wats
ok i g Linanlmennsly
VI IRIEIRLITS s
1 et o to op |
Haons suhj o negotiation
wironment. A

L G

termspecific o each st

alongg with the monitorng mechanism,

Followingthe WEGE
working group (HLWG) was appolnted,
iredd by space sclentist Krishnaswamy
Kasturirar
singl
covir |u||||<m'|ml qu GO0 bem (half
that of the Wi
within faduk:
Halfol W,
oy, Thae FILWG roesmmenddathons ase not
woifieed eithaer, although seveal drft notf
cart o hawe beoen In elreulation,

anather gh-lovel

Ll
cologleally Serdtive Arva |

Cascading committoes
prenetice bnthe Dndian policy space. Thiesub
Jet o prtecalevm pricing haolds the record,
with several committees having been
appednted ewver the years.
enight have hack different o
e soerotiriat serving them wis ofte
s Irnone such case, theofficlal chiurged
with drafting the report comically
Bermwonsved o st e foune i diffieult 1o
clifees From tha preous repoi snee hewas
the oone whio had written i1
My necessary Tor the govermment of
Lo appod
another commitioe o
moddily thee Fecommen
of a prior com
Mot atall. Parlia
1 Lk Sabba
departmental standing
commitiees and cight in
bsha, with
LIRS I 1roan nd gui
all mrllw " One of the
RajyaSabha committees
covers seienee, technal
ogy, environment, for
ot and ol mate
(too wide a
shoaled b split Into Iwﬂ

party

sen

These committees ave well positionsed to
nssens Lha report of an external paned in a
non-pantisan way. They have serbously
declined In importance over the years
bercanse all governments, lrrespective of
[Tl ion, A it easior to outsource
thie ik of modify g a politeally dificel set
of recommuendal
responsibility to

Tt WG

QUICK READ

Willages were erased and lves
It i alandlslice, remnding us of
the fally inignoring the Gaclgl
panels advice an stopping
predatory construction, mning

ying in fragile 2ones.

A cooperative commitment
by the Union government and
states 1o the protection and
monitaring af ecolagicaly

e areas s vital for us
o reduce ervirormental risks.

s, thereby shifting
nothior sed of prrofesskonals,
i activily restrie:
lalie i e i e -|-o|t

P report
Sl as listed in T

restrbeted, It Is possible
totday to abiadn begal pes
its toengage in themin
SE tabuks, Dosplie that,
these netivities are still
carrled out Megally o
evide royalty and other
uyments, Thae Aol out
come in terms of the
extentof illegal ityls
afunetion ol numbier of
Torces, of which key ele
mnts are the probability
ol detection amd e pen
alty mposied,

e mystery 1s why,
nelther in the Western

Giluats now fnthe
s ppile’s o
prwdatory netivit

by states, there s
it agiinst this kind of
Tesgeal o wwt, which rishs

iy lves, Short-teem jobopportunities, in

ther b

rnatives, seem L

prevakl over the Gl low but rising) elsk of

eitinctbon, This s wheie the
of gV
thve mediom-term ave
Tivelilvoncs, and,
il Iniuumml Whegzal et v

Syl level
coutbd hevie magped out alter

1w Mo ferlas el
ot the very beast, neted as

hayats ave well fusdod by
bt thee influ o fund:
g frosm o has r!lununlmlﬁuu

rovwn s efTorts iy Jolnt pager, £
gt B0, anc essentially bed tomsirven
w of automomy o the state government.

Thee state push to :Ic-wlullnnllrl-:nnl 1Rerila

(God sown country’) has
distriets lle Wayanad o thed

Uik government and |

andoed cver soende
il.
1t betwoeen the

That Is why a comn

thonanel monltoring of ecologleally sensd

v areas within thelr respective jurisdie

tions, I o vital, Justasclimate
Etlon
Bertween cotntries inasplritofy
ot om, states b sdia have s

nge mit

s only b tacklod

bl o
persuaded

tor subord inate short-teem interests 1o te
Bonger-nin imperative of sustainabiiny.
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‘Study in India’ could
areality if we work at it

Trwo Indian B-schools rank high on a global list of top management programmes. They are

also the most altractively priced, Given academic freedom, India coudd be an education liud

ndian hll.h]]ll"{h'v( hools have long had a

COn-

list of the world

released this week, the signa

offered by Indian School of B £r

Hyderabad, ranks sixth, The top position is held

by lh(' ME\.'\( ourse of Hi.miunl iuII:JW\'d by the
1

Al nvll:lha(l{lll'\i-ALi:-i:':mkvllI..‘th{:uih
This ranking is based on five parameter
placement, the ty toadvance, network
strength, leadership potential and gender
diversity. OF course, MBA holders may want to
contest LinkedIn's chart, as B-school graduates
professing loyalty to their alma maters would
ber inelined to, but the focus of our attention
should be onwhat sets India’s best business
education apart, globally, A glance at tition
structures puts it in sharp relief: val
money. Admission to any of the eigl
MEBA courses at US universities that find place
inthe top 10 would need a student toset aside
abudget of <|h:1ul$I{=iJ i](](}ur more, Ing
with campus: apore, the
s quite expensive oo, In contrist,
15138 Magsl ar MBA can be done for
less than a quarter of that su
1IM-Ais even more cost-edfecti
Strategy 101 classes outline two basic market
approaches to be competitive: What's on ofTe
should be either unique or priced the lowest. 17
it's both well-differentiated and low-priced, it
wonlkd be a winner, Could ImIJ.L leverage this
Bschool lesson to tum itselfintoa hab for
higher educ that attracts students from
around the world? The idea has been around.

VIVAN SHARAN

wram, wos arrested §
Illlnw whrhas fou

s partner at Koan Advisary
Growgp.

media predi
Wsterrn conspi
Al Ehamenid eall
ulate ¢
nadlals
thoms ol local Liws,

Tlegras

wiee like Skgnal

el o
the servic

1

1o his happsened since Pavel 1Dy,
the billionaire Russian-bom
Tsdnessonan who founded the
lar soclial media and messaging app |

France, recelved suppeort from
o thie lbenlogleal spectrum, from
right tothe progressive left. Risdin

rspice, Not to be left behind,
arstignting Telegram forviols-

5 @ un e app 1 is o halfway
howse between an encrypled messaging ser-
1wl Whatsh
socinl media platforms, Telegram groups
o Byt gyt 200,000 sers, aned the conm-
pany clalmsilereare nolmits on thestaol | ga
1 oxchan
These features malee it
all manner of activities, ranging from con-

o reasons are served up
Tor why its unrealist irst, we have hardly
enough seats for our own students, with anear
apede every year for admission to the few
|1ulmmw0h

i llr:J]ling{m-ra] quality. Surging
|1(I has created of degree-printing

stheills of information :
liet, Like with second-|

th
t know how well they've
been kept, degrees from institutes other than
the best known are taken lightly by recruiters
who can't be sure of their value, The latest Eco-
nomie Servey notes that halfour college gradu-
ates are found to be unemployable. This dismal
ki s pressing coneern, just as poor
teonmes are at the school level, but
hat doesn't mean there is no case for optimism.
The National Education Policy 20020 apened
up the sector for foreign universities I{JM‘l up
campuses in India, The aimis to dive
field and boost competition, Unforty
the response so far hasbeen underwhe
This should push us to ponder a crue
[ ional excellence: academ

lreedom.
sreputed institutions across various
pear to have carved out space

for themselves, the liberty available to Indian
i general has beenamatter of
1 nother kind

of information asymmetry may be taking hold,
with would-be investors in university projects
unsure of what to expect. But the in,allit
takes is aclear policy commitment to freedom
of academia to overcome that hitch. 'Study in
India’ could vet develop global appeal.
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Start with corporate taxation to
reform India’s direct tax regime

Corporate taves must be made progressive for the sake of equity and alvo to step up job generation

S

HIMANSHU

|s asscciate professor at Jawaharal Mehru
University and wisiting feliow at the Centre
de Sclences Humalnes, New Dells

rect tax reforms have been on
thie agenda For more than two
decades, Unfortunately, much of
the discussbon has revolved around
ncome-tx reforms and very Hitle
arcunel corporae tie s despite
the et thint corporal pecounted
hlnlmrmhun Bl of India's total direct
il 200820, although their
share s now less than half. Corporate
Eaees weconntied for an average of
almost two-thivds of total direet tixes
dhring the United Progressive Alllance
(UPAY governmenit s second te
Theirshare went helow halfusder the
Nutional Democratic Alllanee (NDAL
T thie lust fve years, corporate tax
collections rose
almost a thivd of the 17.
annual in income- tax e
decline in growth eate of corporate
tases s not an aberration, but purt ol
bongaer trend, falling ing
e UL perbod ta anel
Further o 1% during NDA-
growth rate of the fn
-sllppnll'm:n‘z{i'i
17 2% cluring NDA
i e leration in corporate tax col-
lections is lrgely a result of generous
ive govern-
ments have dhobed out, The st major
mewe wis in 2009, when mussive tax
veelied was rolled out As agninst the aver-
g statutory fx rate of B0, o con-
conslonul rate of 2% for existing

X intake
g 200400 1o

dhinmiestie companies and L5% For newly
corprrited o K B Was
introduced, The immediate impact was
aloss of revenue for the government,
Bt thee nerw bevies alse changed the
nature of corporate taxath
Slnee 2007, an annual statement has
been made as part of the Undos budget
o reve e forgoe due o varkous tix
measiares that provides the effective t
rate for companies by varkous levels of
profit-before-tax. Afer the zero-profie
category, the bowest one s of companies

reperting peofits o the rnge of 101
wrore. This is the largest group of com-
s Chit pay taes, Flrms with profits

B0 erore, $00-500 erore and
predits above U500 crore are in
ate bruckets, The highest profii-
v thesmallist in
e but together recosd the bulk of
against the statutory tax e

e for all companios was 24
HORD, 1t declined marginally to 27.8%.
Bt even {n these two pre- 2018 years,
retivee Lax ate wiss for the
richest companibes, at 2 n 2718
anad 25.89% in 201819, However, the tax
rinke s at least progressive in low
Tovackets tl the T00-500 crore cate-
oy, In 201 e el Tt
foar the W01 crore category wis

[ R 1]
QUICK READ

Thee share of carparate tax
collections inour total direct tax
mop-uphas been faling even as
businesses making more profits

have had lower effective tax
rates 1o pay. This is regressive.

‘W should ensure richer firms
bear a bigger tax burden as
it's now chear that tax relief five
years ago for busi has net

Ther bmmediate conseue
DO s hrvales wais a shiarp de
the effective tax 2
200920 1x
preceding years. [thas remaln
Tevel Il at least 2021-22 {for which data
I.ulullLlhh] Thae large nl]u m-l]sl

For 202122, the effective rate pattern is
psdon of 2008- 19's: the poorest
s have borme the highest

rate, with the mte declinlng
supthe profit brackets.
018 changes notonly
lefective tax rates, but also

ml.m

il fa ooy vt b oo minee.
Neither happened, Not
il the prrivate sector reduce its
u|||||l.i:|w<'wmI.mulpmwlnl.unulmlll".
it profit share rose sharply, Corpora-
thans used the subsidy to deleverage
thamsalyes, bow
ot Private
has stayed sluggish.
Mu-ﬂ of this s known, The Ecaaie
ated the privite sector's
nernte invests
ment despite tax rel;
wporites ane nod tohe blamed,
sing profits s thelr mandate, 1 s
thae state's duty o create an enabling
¢ then to do thisina
cormpetitive setting, But it ks also for the
st b collect axes firg Atax
ey shasuibd notonly be reasonabile,
Just anel progressive, ﬁnn ilso effichont,
Progressiveness is necessary firom the
equity podnt of view, Toduy's corporate
tx reghne I regressive and inefficlent,
penal thesmall and medium firms

that are crel lal for job generation, For
m

resulted inincreased corporate
imvestrment and employrnent.
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Don’t use Durov’s arrest as a pretext for faulty policies

tent plracy topolitical canvassing. France's
Prosident Emmanuel Macron himself has
been an early adopter and user
While details on the nature of the French
Ivvestigation are blurry, itappeans Telegram
dlied not cooperate with Franoe's information
redquaests Hnked to the clreulation of chikd
sexual abuse material and drug traffcking
||||I||s'||lul[| e n. ]h~|mr|||.|l-m-i|||m~1\l]m-¢\i
lanin-

rlurl.lut|||u|l||<lum~i:|i'|u ryption techinology
witheat requisite clearances uivder a rarely
invoked and outmoded French law, The
crus of the matter Is that Duroy, who play-
Fully changed e o Paul du

Reowe, has few levers to got out of jall,

Trvelian wonibd b wise to consider the wider
Emplicatbons of Durov's arrest and not see it
y for sefadenfrende
o Telegram, Firstly, the geopsoli-
meores these

W Lo T
mieruly as an opportun

i

tical ‘great game' that wni
developments ks complex
should w
Ehiar e i il playing out.

Dourow i more Russian than French, His
barsiness was orlginally backed b
b close to Bssdan President
egram has conperated with
1S PEOUEAE 1O SUECSS OPPOsi-
It saespendod all chat bots used

il other

sdvia | Pu
ol fow

3

by deceased opposition leader Alexel

Cumstances are I'||N |(PI'-‘|N!
standing between Parls
and Moscow, one 1Iu|l

poprilir support in the
itary elections in 20021,

shte due dillgence on groumds tenuously
commeted 16
‘NN‘['"IIIJIRH‘(MIIHﬂ appswithout care-

| security.

losd s bl events kn

rov haseverything

yateriows Russian
||!I'| WSS CONILRsS.
pral commentary on theevent. [talso
miscevous, given the Kremil

Wi I,

Wi

trunscends a
understanding of the
Issaves at play.

A second takeaway (s
elegram apgp s
bl In France
(Itnpllt Dhurew’ "8 urrest.

[|1“‘H'I of the app, but
there are no signs of a
halr-trigger Impalse o

Conversely, app
5 In India are often
ordered without requi-

't taken ahard posi- | ful
o on Durow's arrest, ‘omkm;l'm:nllnllm
Peshov maintains thal
e el 1o organ o his own defence
cltigen of France, Th

the past. PL ﬂfr.uml[ll\' popailar gaming app,
wis hunned
s [ Feeinane
sanetio hl

2020 ban was not ¢
linked todes part-C
game wis relu
Muabvide fnnelier, oy
s Hiad fis clata wonshd bee stored onserversin

QUICK READ

Its noteworthy that Telegram
hasn't been banned in France
despite Pavel Durovs arrest,
asthe legal process isn't over,
unlikenIndia where apps get
banned without due diligence

‘W should build state capacity
toinvestigate cyber crimes and
ot mistake protectionist app
regulatianin the nameof national
security as a shver bullet to
deal with eyber challenges.

el 2020, 0nly toresur-
e 2 with state
e specific reason for the

chiorl as J'er.hmrmmb.

trusted locations. In
alu:llullmlnl the game

2 only toreape
pear Il.kn A phocnix in

again with

erimes in eyl
HEH PUEsIE s

mingly
arbitrary bans. A cyber-

nvestigatbon unit
ched e a court in
g bvestigating
Do e h eadier in thae

L, Fixing corporate
Ll Is Just as important.

rJUQE A E!OU@!!—I

Atax loophole is
something that benefits the
other guy. If it benefits you,

itis tax reform.

RUSSELL B. LONG

-

vear. The unit is headed ©
Brovsse, o magistrate and a
eyhererime expert who ks regul,
pdichary o

Trnelia ks among the most vulner
tries illi'}'|ll'r|||hﬂ'l'.]l |'.I|1|inli'll||1 InCrsfiowrel
me Index, a
lity, ane saw a
DA% il Encresise ineyhercrimes in 20022,
according to the Latest repaort of the National

Flaually, the Durow affalr may also give
tocalls for strictor regulation of comm
catlon apps like Telegram on grounds of

mibes are
suechactio
o tradithe

[ nnmlllalllun. Tt
rotectbonist app
Heonal security

1
s slver bullet for capa
cheal with the challenges of

These are the author's personal viess,
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DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER &

THE UNION government has notified the
constitution of the 23rd Law Commission ol
Inchia with effect from Septermber 1, The com-
mission, which was notified on September
2, will have a three-year term, 'Ilv:lcxunrur

of Lawv and Justice through a gazette notifica-
ton to help the government review function-
Iy of Lavws, suggest repealing of obsolete leg-
islation, and make recommend ations on
matters referred to it by the government,
The commission is usually chalred by a
retired judge of the Supreme Courtor a High
Court, and has legal scholars as members,
\cl'\ullmllllgnﬂ can also I:r.nppol::lcnl o the

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY SEFTEMBER B, 2024

EXPLAIN]

Law Commission: its role, members, &

ted by the 20th Law Commission,

Constitution of the 23rd panel
The September 2 notification isued by the
Lavw Ministry's Legal Affairs Department siys
the panel will have afull-time chabmperson, four
full-time members including a member-see-
retary, not more than five part-time members,
and the secretaries of the Legal AlTairs and

llu-|:|w|um L Ci Iy foar=
mier Karnataka b I:glmmutlmljusllnc Ritws
Raj Awvasthi ended on August 31,

The commission has been ::uullnl ata
time when some key items on the BJFs
agenda, including the implementation of a
Unifeem Civil Code and holding simultane-
ous cluuun\ to Lok Sabha aml mlr

Minister N.u‘rnnlm Modi- 1!\|I|I\!: hI
Independence Day address.

Commission and importance
The Law Commission is a non-statutory

commission (not created by a law of

Parliament) formed by the Union Ministry

cor fonon

Legislative departments as ex offian members,

the appatntment of the new |mquI

The 22 Law Commissions appointed
since Independence have submitted a total
2B9 reports to the government, The govern-
merit s uneler no abligation o acoept the re-
ports; however, the commissions’ recom-
mendations have over the decades led to the
enactment of important legislation includ-
ing the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973
(CrPC), and the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2006/ RTE Act).

The process of scrapping maore than 1,500
obsolete central laws was taken up by the
government after recommendations for
their“immediate repeal”™ in reports submiit-

WHY SATURN'S MAJESTIC RINGSWILL

BRIEFLY ‘DISAPPEAR'

INMARCH 2025

—

The event will be an optical illusion that ocours every 13-15 years, Nasa

THERE ARE few sights in the Solar System

as majestic as the rings of Saturn. But in

March 2025, these rings will “disappear”
though only briefly. Here is wihy.

An optical illusion

It is not as if the rings will cease to ex-
Ist, Thelr "disappearance” — when view-
el frevimi Earth — will be an optical ilusion,

Saturn, which is tilted at an angle of

206.73 degrees, takes about 29.4 Earth
years to complete a singhe orbit of the Sun,
This means that for half of a Saturm year
{roughly 15 years), the gas glant is tilbed
towiards the Sun, and for the other half it
1% tilted away from it Its rings too are
tlteel at the same angle, and as the planet
revolves, they appear to change their ori-
entation when viewed from Earth,
Every 13ta 15 years, thecdgeof Satum's
rings aligns directly with Earth, This is what
will happen in March 2025 whenonly the
edges of the ring will be visible from our

But rings won't last forever

NASA confirmed in 2018 that Saturn
will indeed lose its rings for gooad, In fact
Satum's Angsare constantly being pulled
tenwarls the planet because of s gravity
and magnetic field,

“Weestimate that this ring rmin’ drains
an amount of water products that could
fill an Olympie-sized swimming pool
From Saturn’s rings in half an hour,” NASA
sclentist James 0'Donoghue said in 2018,
At this rate, Saturm will completely loseits
rings in the next 300 million years — or
perhaps seoner,

Data from NASA's Cassini spacecralt
reveabed that Satwern's ings are made of
billlias of ehiinks of e and rock, whese
st varies from as small as grains of dust
toas large as mourtains, According to cur-
rent consensus, the rings evolved just a
100 million years ago due 1o the collision
of two icy moons. The debris from this
event created Satum's signature rings.

planet, Since Satum's ingsare very thin —
Justtensof metres thick in mest places — at
this position, they will reflect very little
light, essentially making them invisible.
{Imaggine viewing the edge of a thin sheet
of paper from a great distance. ) But as
Satum continues to go around the Sun, its
ringgs will gradually reappear,

This phenomenon last eccurred in
2008,

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

It s possible that other gas ants like

Jugstter, Uranus, had rin

The commikssion's term will be
untd August 31, 2087,

The chairperson and four
full-time members can be serv-
g 5C or HC judges or "other
category of persons”, who can
in theory be any expert chosen by the gov-
ernment. Thenotifications of the 2020 (22nd)
and 2015 (215t) commissions also sald this,
but the two commissions were headed by
Justice fwvasthi and former Supreme Court
e Justice B S Chauhan respectively,

The chalrperson and members of the
23rd Lawe Commission are yet to be named,
The decision will be taken by the

EXPLAINED

_1
D
-

Committeeof Cabinet chaired
hy the Prime Minister, BOVETAMENE SOUFCEs
safel. The chairperson and membsers of the
22nd Lanw Commission were named oaly in
Movermnber 2022, which was effectively when
the commission’s work started.

Aserving judge, if appointed to the com-
mission, serves until retirement or expiry of
the panel's term, whichever is earlier, and
gets o additional remuneration apart from
thie usuial judige's salary. In the
“ather” category, achairpersan
is entithed to Rs.2.50 lakh as
maonthly salary and a member,
Rs.225 lakh. The member-see-
retary must be an officer of the
Indlian Legal Service of the rank of Secretary,

Terms of reference of panel

The terms of reference of the 23rd Law
Commission are broadly the same as those of
the past few commissions, The fiest three terms
are: “lelenify L which are no longer needed
orrelevant and can be immediately repealed:
Creating aStandard Operating Procecdure| Sol'}
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recommendations

for periodic review of existing laws inter alfa
for the undertaking of simplification of lan-
guage and processes; kdentify laws which are
nat in harmony with the economic needs of
the times and require amendments,”

Lilee the 22nd and 215t commissions, the
23rd Law Commission too, has been asked
to examine “the existing laws in the light of
Directive Principles of State Policy and o sug-
gest ways of improvemnent and reform and
also o suggest such legislations as mibght be
necessary to implement the Directive
Principles ancl toatt shjectives set out

dated to examine laws that affect the poor,
carry out a post-enactment asdit for socko-
economicleglslation, and review juciclal ad-
ministration to make it more responsive to
the needs of current times,

What 22nd panel said

The Z2nd Law Commission presented 11
reparts, including one in April 2023 that rec-
ommended that Section 1244 of the Indian
Penal Cade, the widely eriticised law agalnst
-.nhllun shaukd beretained, The commission

in the Preamble of the Constitution™.

The Prirme Minister's call lLast month fora
“secular civil code” reflects the Directive
Principlethat the “stabe shall endeavour tose-
cure for the citizens a uniform civil code
throughout the territory of India®, The Z2nd
Law Commission alse locked into this ques-
tion; but, its views are notknown — thechair-
person assumed office a5 a member of the
Leskpal in March, before the Liw Commission
could submit its report to the govemment.

The 23rd Law Commission is also man-

DIPLOMACY & STRATEGY]|

it tovintemal security, inchading from
Wuws militancy inthe Northeast, terrorsm
i & Kashimar ancd the alistan move-
ment to back its recommencation. However,
the commission did recommend certain
amendments to “bring about greater clarity
regarding the usage of the provision”,

This March, the commission presented a
repart recommending a new law to protect
tradhe secrets, It also worked on a report on
simultaneous electbons, but this report, lile
that on the Liniform Civil Code, wis not pre-
sented to the government.

Singapore & semiconductors

Focus on chip manufacturing during PM Modi's visit to Singapore is of great geo-strategic and geo-economic
importance. Singapore was an early mover in the industry, and collaboration with it carries much promise

SHUBHAJIT ROy

I"J!IM] MINISTE It Narendra Modi visited

socond legof a two-na
thon lrlpln\uu:h East Asla this week, hay-
ingtravedled to Brunel Danssalam in the frst
beg. It was the first visit by an Indian Prime
Minister to Brunel, and Modi's fifth trip to
Slrigapore,

Brune is an important partner in Incha's
Mt East Policy and Inclo-Pacific vision, and the
talles with Sultan Hajl Hassanal Bolkiah, the
wlel's longest retgning monarch, were fa-
cused ontrade, defence, space and cultural tes,

Ihr \mmmlrlrm:l the Prime Minister's

nlunmr\nhml.llln‘lnmlumn hmllh.ua! sl
development. The PM and his newhy elected
Singaporean counterpart Lawrence Wong

witniessed thie exchange of the M
of Understanding on an India-Singapors
Semiconductor Ecosystem Partnership.

India's push for chips
Clven the erftical importance of sembcon-
ductor chips in virtually everything from
missiles to mobile phones and Ffrom cars to
computers, :hrp.u:wl:h\l:u.l;mlrlmglwl
trategic and | ATY

onee, Today they have only thin ringets,
hard to-capeune even with a telescope,

Saturn, on the other hand, possesses

rings that span a massive distance
nearly five times the diameter of Earth.
There are seven major ring divisions,each
possessing a complex strscture,
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pandemic and the geopolitical tensions aris-
ing out of China's aggressive moves inthe
Talwan Strait and the South China Sea have
brought great urgency to India's efforts to de-
wvelop its own semiconductor ecosystem. The
global chip industry is dominated by com-
panies from a very small aumber of eoun-
tries, andd India is a late entrant into this high-
tech and expensive race,

The India Sermicond uctor Mission was
Latinchied in 2021 with a Rs 76000 erore chip
incentive scheme, under which the central
government offered half the plant's capital
expenditure costs as subsidy. In February, the
Cabinet approved semiconductor-related
projects adding up to imvestments of about
s 1.26 lakh crome,

That same maonth, the government an-
nounced a partnership between the Tata
Group and Talwan's Powerchip Semicon-
ductor Manufacturing Corporation (PSMC)

What is the significance of first glo

ANIL SASI
NEW DELHL SEPTEMBER &

THE UNITED States, the European Union,
and the United KIns:Ium{U‘l(J ;unml the

ence of Councll of Europe Ministers of
Justice in Vilnius, Lithuania,

Pact with teeth, responsibility
The treaty that drafted over the last

response to the need for an international
legal standard supported by states in dif-
ferent continents which share the same
values to harness the benefits of Al while

Ivmwmhy 1runtll1.||ﬁnumurlrm!|:|:s

Council of Europe’sc rtificial
Intelligence (Al), lhcllm Ic;ullylnn:l:lu:
International treaty on the use of the revo-
lutionary new technology, on Thursday,
The treaty, which prioritises human

rights in its approach to the regul of

develop-
MEnt, use, .ur.itlm:mmnslunnu off Al sys-
temns, It covers the use of Al systems In the
public sector = inchading companies acting
on its behall — .uullnthrpnmtrmhn’.aml
wlllhr licable across

public and privabe-sactar Al Isseen

wlllhuuuunuahle For"any

as the first real agreement among the key
phayers in the development of AL It comes
amid concerns that disparate regulations
proposed by inchvidual countries could hin-
derthe evolution of this technology.
Officially known as the Council of
Europe Framework Convention on
Artificlal Intelligence and Human Rights,
Democracy and the Rube of Law, the treaty
wias opened for signature during a confer-

harmful and discriminatory outcomes of Al
systems”, and will ensure that “outputs of
such systems respect eqquality and privacy
rights, and that victims of Al-related rights
violations have legal recourse™.

Council of Eurape Secretary General
Marija Pejcinowic said: “The Framework
Conventlon on Artificial Intelligence |s a
first-nf-its-kind, ghobal treaty that will en-
sure that Al upholds people's rights, It isa

1 the risks, With this new treaty,
We i (0 ensure a responsible use of Al
that respects human rights, the rule of law
and democracy.”

Obligations and
applicability

Upan ratifieation, member
states will have toensure that:

W their Al systems are “consistent with
obligations to protect uman rights";

Wthese systems are not used "io under-
mine the integrity, independence and ef-
fectiveness of democratic institutions and
processes, including the pﬂn:lplc ullhc

EXPLAINED
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Prime Minister Narendra Mudiw!lhlllﬁ&dug.\pwmuntrrp.u‘l Lawrence Wong
Lid.in

during thelr visit to AEM

toset up a semiconductor fabrication plant.
The Cabinet has so far approved lve semi-
conductor units, including four assembly
units, under the incentive scheme,

Singapore’s chip story

Singapore has a well-developed semil-
conductor industry, the outcome of an early
start and the vision of its first Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew,

The story, aceording to Chris Miller's Chip
Wi The Fight for the World's Most Critical
Technology (2022 ), goes that LKY told US
President Richard Mixon in 1973 that he was
counting on exports io create employment
for his people = thereafter, the government
of Singapore supported Texas Instruments
and National Semiconductors i building as-
sembily faeflithes in the city state,

By the early 19805, the electronics indus-
try was already accounting for 7% of
Singapore’s GNP and a quarter of its manu-
ring jols, Miller notes.

Today, Singapore contribates arownd 1008
of the global semiconductor output, along
with 5% of the global waler fabrication ca-
pacity( silicon waler Is a clreular pbece of ul-
tra pure silicon, usually 8-12 inches in diam-
eter, out of which chips are carved ) and 200
of semiconductor equipment production,

Mine of the woeld's top 15 semicondue-
tor firms have set up shop in Singapore, and
the semiconductor sector contributes signif-

on'l rm

icanthy to the country's economic u,mmh

China rivalry.

W In 2022, Taiwan's United Micra-
electronics Corporation announced an in-
westment of 5 billion for a semiconductor
fabin Singapore that is expected to begin op-
erations this year.

W In September 2023, GlobalFoundries
inaugurated a $4 billion fabrication plant in
Singgapore that is capable of manulacturing
specialty chips st the advanced "28 nm" node
technology.

W I June 2024, NXP Semiconductors and
TSMC-backed Vanguard International
Semidconductor Corp announced a $7.8 bil-
lion joint venture fara plant that will make
Ao 130nm chips for the automotive, indus-
trial, consumern and mokbile market segments,
Production is expected wstait in 2027,

Challenges, opportunities

In the view from New Delbd, Singapore’s
semiconduetor industey s limited to "ma-
ture=node chips” (process node technology
of 28 nm or more ), which are used in appli-
ances, cars, and industrial equipment. It is
ot equipped to make high-end loglc chips
like the ones used in the Al sector (process
nodes of 7 nm and smaller, requiring spe-

Singapore has players in all
semiconductor value chaln: integrated ele-
cuit (1C] design, assembly, packaging and
testing; waler fabrication, and equipment|
vy material procuction.

Some important lessons

I the 1960s and 70s, American chip mak-
ers, booking for lower labour costs and a sul-
fichently skilled workforce, started to offshore
partsof their production process tocountries
in South-cast Asia,

clalised tion methods)

s the costs of production increase, semi-
conductor companies are seeking to diver-
sify some low-cost and labour-intensive op-
erations out of Singapore, For example, Utac,
asemiconductor est and assembly services
provider, has moved some of its more man-
ual and technologically dated operations o
Thailanc. Also, Singapore does not appear
keen on following the path of countries who
are offering incentives to attract semicon-
dhuctor investments,

What worked especially for Singapor
were infrastructure and connectivity, stable
business conditions, a critical mass of leacling
companies based in the country covering the
fulll value chadn from design to testing, and
suitable human cagital,

Semiconductor plants in Singapore are
clustered in four waler fabrication parks
spreac over 374 hectares, where the govern-
it allers customised infrastmscture soli-
tions o investors,

To develop talent, Singapore’s universi-
ties offer majors on microelectronics and
IC design, and collaborate with semicon-
ductor companies in doctoral research by
their employees.

Singapore ks now seeing the benefits of
the global focus on de-risking and lmprov-
ing supply chain resilience, as it appears o
be a sate bet in the era of sharpening US-

lawork

I SeCiors,
the industry in ‘:|III|I])|JTI'1!NI§|' come under
pressure, especially with the increasing cost
of production and the limited resources of
lanel andl labour n the country.

From New Delhd's perspective, there is
scope for collaboration with Singapore in tal-
ent development, and knowledge-sharing
about best practices in managing semieon-
ductor industrial parks {called Waler Fab
Parkes in Singapare].

Inddia’s abundant land and competitive
labour eosts could encourage semicond uctar
compandes in Singapone to look at the country
for their expansion plans. There is also scope
for bndia toengage and collaborate with semi-
concluctor equipment and matertal manufac-
turers in Singapore to develop its own semi-
concuctor manulacturing ecosystem,

As seve

al ‘legally binding’ pact on use of Al

tect...democratie processes in the context
of activities within the lifecyche of artificial
intelligence systems”, including individu-
als' fair access to and participation in pub-
lie debate, as well as thelr ability to freely
formopinions,

Thereare afew exemptions in the sco
of applicability, such as national security
and research and develop-
ment. The treaty puts an obli=
gation on parties to address
the risks posed by activities
within the lifeeyele af Al by
public and private actors,

The treaty comes at a time wl\m<um|-
clgng and smaller multik
groups have come up with a chutch of new
regulations and agreements to oversee Al
toals, including the G7 pact on Al [October
2023), Eurape’s Al Act [provisional deal in

powers, respect for

clrpcn:lcnm.mrlac:m:u]uxlmc
W measures are put in place “to pro-

2023}, and Bletchley Declaration
signed by 28 countries (Novermber 2023 ),
The G7 pact on Al is called the

SLnanacindianeynredesam BEEE B

International Code of Conduct for
Organizations Developing Advanced Al
Systems, The 11-point code aims to “pro-
mote safe, secure, and trustwerthy Al
\mnl:lwldr" llum.u:h "vulun:ary uuu!.un'c
for actions by
most arl\u\nu-tl Al sysbems”, Iimsrlmludc
generative Al applications Mke ChatGPT, and
the foundation models they are built on,
Europe's Al Act provides Al developers
and deployers with obligations regarding
specific uses of Al, and seeks to reduce ad-
milrsstrative and firanclal burdens for small
and medium-sized businesses, It also de-

signed an open letter calling for a six-
month pause in Al development, until a
shared safety protocol on the risks posed
Ty Al was drafted.

Issues and concerns

Even though the treaty is being called
“legally binding™, there are concerns that it
does ot eontakn provisions for punitive sane-
tions such as penalties or fines, Complian
s primarity ensured through “monitoring”,
which isnot much of a deterrent from an en-
Tarcerment polnt of view,

finwes four levels of risk a e with Al
systems, with these coming under "unac-
ceptable risk” to be banned,

The Bletchbey Declaration saw 28 coun-
tries — including the LIS, China, Japan, and
India — declare that global action was
needed to tackle the potential risks af Al
Earlier in 2023, X owner Elon Musk, Apple
co-founder Steve Woeniak, and others

.'\|:.1.rl lmml uropean urun:rlcs llu:;c
treaty e el
ancl r.ﬁwgl.l Hanne Juncher, the Direc urml
Security, Integrity and Rule of Law at the
Council and whe is in charge of the negotia-
tions, was quoted by the Financtal Times as
saying. "This is confirmation that |the con-
vention| goes beyand Europe and that these
stgnatones were super imvested in the nego-
tiations anel. satisfied with the outcome”,
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

IN THE DOCK

Sebi needs to urgently put its house in order.
The stakes are high

HE STOCK MARKET regulator continues to be at the centre of controversy.

\ THE INDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, SEFTEMBERG. 2024
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WorDLY WISE
THE WORST FORM OF INEQUALITY IS TO TRY
TO MAKE UNEQUAL THINGS EQUAL.
— ARISTOTLE

Have you heard the teacher?

Their grumble, however inaudible, takes a heavy toll on
the nation. The cost multiplies with each passing year

KRISHNA KUMAR

THERE I5 NO standard operating procedure
for reforming edwcation, Every country tries
itin its own way. One can't think of a coun-
rrywlv:n: radical changes happened amidst

and melancholia

Reportedly, around 500 officials from Sebi, in a letter to the have
attacked the regulator’s leadership for creating a *tedework culture ™ — “shout-
ing, scolding and public humiliation haw:bmmamrm in meetings", they

said, Iniits response, regmulator has said that “misplaced”, that
the afficers have been passibly by “ex 1 ", and that this may be
an attempt to “target” the * nedlhlqu'ulﬂu: regulator and nslcaclcrshn.UnJummanel;c
however, thisis not 1t past itselfin thedodk

Afew daysagn, the Congress party alleged that SEBI chairperson, Madhabi Puri Buch,
wias “holding an office of profit at ICIC] bank”, and had received Rs 16.8 crore as income
after becoming a whole-timer of SEBI in 2017, In response, [0 bank, in a statement o
the stock exchange, said that it has“not paid any salaryor granted any ESOPs™ to Buchaf-
ter her retirement, other than her retiral benefits. A few weeks before that, Hindenburg
Research had sought to draw a link between Buch's imvestments and what it saw as in-
action on the Adani investigation by Sebi. It dlaimed that Eudland hr_'r]msband 'had hid-
d ks in the exact same ohscure offsh and ds, found inthe
same complex nested structure, used by Winod Adani®. During the time Buch wasaSchl

rhole-ti

among teachers. Melancholia is the right
term to describe the psychological state
‘wherein both anger and cynicism have
proved insufficient for achieving mental
peace. Why teachers are not involved in
choosing the changes they are supposed to
implement is just a one mark question.
Everyone can guess the correct answer —
that teachers are not trusted in our system.
They are perceived as culprits. It is no easy
task to show that they are, in fact, victims.
“Amyone can teach”, is a common view.
Eardier thisyear, Bihar decided to use retired
policemen as teachers. | am sure they
brought in hard discipline among children.
That's what our schools lack, many believe,
.and hold teachers responsible. Many others
fized that teachers don’t want to work, sothey

vthey get. This line of

it alleged, she had ial interest in Agora, don't
firm, and that she only t her sh her hushand al’tnbﬂru;ap— thought has led to popular endorsement of
pointed Schi cha Buch ing that “all disclosures the low-pay policy that the vast majority of

have already been furnished tm SEBIT.
Clearty, the stock market regulator
ingconflictof interest to lackof tinn rising
— in the face of these, simply issuing blunt denials or brushing off allegations is unlikehy to
wurl: Issues such as these, central to the working of the regulator, need to be carefully in-
and in rent manner. Coming at a time when there has been
asharpsurgein stock market investors, the primary objective of all stakeholders should be
tostrengthen the regulator, safeguard its autonomy and independence, and protect the in-

inorder. From

private schools followe. And then there is the
view that teachers form an obstacle to re-
forms, so the onky way tobring changesis by
forcing teachers to adapt.

Mdministrators who deal with teachers
‘with a heavy hand are praised and remem-
bered. Stories of how they suspended some-
‘one on the spot drculate as proof of a time
‘when no one came Iarc or left :ar]y and

u:gnryofrlwmaﬂa:ts At the same nm:llcmcu:r this d |

itions in either the regulatory or govern-
mental apparatus. Thc growing complexity of the economy requires that such positions
are open to the best possible candidates, drawn from a large pool of individuals with the
required expertise, whether from the private sector or the bureaucracy:

1 not be wsed to

personnel

NO TURNING BACK

Revisions to medical curriculum, now rolled back, threatened
hard-won gains for dignity of all, regardless of gender, sexuality
N2022, FOLLOWING aMadras High Court order, the National Medical Commission
[NMC) took welcome steps tewards making the competency-based medical ed-
ucation (CBME) curriculum maore progressive and non-discriminatory. It maodi-
fied modules that characters o “lesbianism” as unnatural sexual of-
fences and removed the "bwo-finger test” as a test for virginity, among other changes.
These modifications and deletions were seen as part of a wider move to afford all citi-
zens, irrespective of their gender and sexuality, equality and dignity within the medical
systern. Which is why the decision to reverse those changes in August — mlbed back on
TJ‘ILIIS-da}' bringing back ¢ of virginity and ion”, removing the dis-
tic between queeri adultery and offences like
incest and bestiality, as well as doing away with a seven-hour training module on dis-
ahility, were inexplicable and disheartening.

The revised curriculum mchnalrhandmll-
being of the LGETQI+ community and other with dis-
abilities. For exampile, the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 and the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 both mandate a review of the medical cur-
d i 1and persons. These pro-
wvisions were made keeping in mind the gap in acoess and quality of healthcare between
thcsc groups and their fellow citizens. The outdated definitions of ‘\-'lrgmqu and trans-

fined asa "sexual ") served to further sti
have, historically, had limited or no access to social, economic and medical infrastruc-
ture. As a study by Initiative for Health Equity Advocacy And Research (HEAR), pubilished
cm'h:rdns)fal shmw.‘d.dlanl:s toahealth system thatis designed Eurnsg\cndl:nmdabb

b

riculum he healthc

up.

dicator of quality even |Fthc examination
system isderi i Jetween
‘povernment and private school teachers al-
‘ways show the former in a poor light, fur-
nishing easy justification for parental pref-
‘erences for private schools. On top of every
‘other complaint is the charge that teachers
indulge in politics. Dismantling their unions
is the path several state governments have
taken over the recent decades.

Pressure to conform has been the school
teachers' kot all along, and now that pressure

Pressure to conform has
been the school teachers” lot
J]l 3]‘)[]3. Hlld now l]lat
pressure covers the college
and university teacher as
well. Badgered by CCTV and
the routine demand for
uploading evidence, school
teachers have lost what little
autonomy they had before
the advent of digital life.
Such cire nces have

covers the college and university teacher as
well. Badgered by CCTV and the routine dem-
and for uploading evidence, schoal teachers
hawve lost what little autonomy they had bef-
ore the advent of digital life. Such drcum-
stances have encouraged distrust towards the
n:adn:rmgmwc:qnlu:nna]h' Irecall mywa-
tershed moment ool prin-
cipal in Surat boasted: *1can show you what
s gning on inevery classroom without rising
froim rry chair.” ]twnsl:arly inthe century, and

recognised within the system, especially by
administrators. The primary teacher has no
statusinour society and the early chilkdhood
teacher has even less. She performs the sen-
sitive task of inducting the child into a com-
mumity of knowledge inevery field, creating
predispositions that shape the child's inter-
ests and intellectual energy. These words
mean little in our system. Both tradition and
the rule structure uphold the norm that the
younger the child you teach, the lower your

the CCTV coveragein that scho alreary
mmmhmmmwadmaduldwhm
nd thee Thiswasa
over mere firing on thespot. In Dedhi, th:gu\r—
ernment gained popular approval whenitof-
fered alink of CCTV surveillance to parents,
All these years, governments assumed
knew how to sort out teachers. A new,
strange challenge has now surfaced and no
state directorate is sure of what to do. The
coaching industry has stumped the pundits
ofeducation Coaching haswsurped secondary
education in both government and privare
schools. Phnnmalmsemrmwlmﬂmdu:rs
WWETE I for ing children for

'3

Al teachers are produced by the higher
education system, and that is now the new
Erontier of breathbess reforms. Within the last
fews sessions, huge shifts in established prac-
tice have occurmed. They include the semes-
ter system, four-year undergraduate pro-
gramme, centralised admission through a
MOQ-based test. Teachers have been critical
and su'ptlcal of these mcm»c chang:i The
SenioE,
trated. Filling of vacandies poses anintractable
problem because the backlog i so huge. For
mary years now, ad hoe teachers have kept

board exams. They still do that, but the coach
has munched away at this job. By calling its
employees “teachers™, the coaching industry
has quietly changed the mould that defined
both teaching and the format of exams.
Multiple choice questions (MCQs) are the

N i
mised, they foel deeply unhappy. A swelling
wirkload and an increasing student-teacher
ratio have rendened themn incapacitated for
professional growth.

‘Their jobis just as important as that of jun-
ordoctors, butuniversities and colleges have

dominant currency of el gives
the class teacher just one choice: To conform,
'I1|r: dlsnm:tlon berween coaching and

teaching but

encouraged distrust towards
the teacher to grow
exponentially. 1 recall my
watershed moment whena
private school principal in
Surat boasted: 'T can show
you what is going on in every
classroom without rising
from my chair’

themn doser. The coach hasa lim-
ited ohjective and he — most publicised
are male — plays anarmow role inan
adolescent'slife. Ateacher, on the other hand,
faces the full gamut of needs that adoles-
cence brings, in addition to academic de-
mands. [nmany lives, the secondary teacher
plays a decisive role, and is often remem-
bered with gratitude.
Teachers of pnmary and pre-primary
classes play an even more decisive role, but
they are seldom remembered, Nor are they

v ward. Victims of a prejudiced
public perception, teachers are used to the
rhetoric repeated on Teachers' Day. Yes itisa
day to renew one's idealism, to feel inspired,
but for a vast number of teachers mday, it is
hard to ignore the daily grind and ignominy,
Teachers' Day is a good occasion o remem-
berthatno nanm canescape; paymga heavy
pricefor hersc
ppy. Their:  however inaudible, takes
@ heavy toll on the nam:m s human FEsOuTCE,
and the cost multiy

The writer isa former university teacher and
Jformer Diirector of NCERT. His new book Thank
You, Gandhi, will be refeased next manth

A CHAMPION OF ASIAN CINEMA

With critical acumen, sharp curatorial instincts, Aruna Vasudev expanded its reach

‘%HUBHIu\ GUPTA

THE FIRST TIME I met Arunia Vasudev was at
‘aboutique film festival in Nantes, the Festival
des3 Continents, which focussed on the cin-
‘emas from Asia, Africa and Latin America. [t
‘wias one of the first film festivals to switch
from the overwhelmingly Occidental fare
programimed inthese places, o pivot towartds
‘what were then considered “emerging flm
nations™ by the West.

It wias one of my first forays into covering
an interational film festival. Vasudev, who
managed the feat of being diminutive and
formidable at the same time, looked me up
and dovin, and said *hallo”. ]twasagmcnru;

yof male and female, queer and transgenderir
end up sc]f -medicating or turning to quacks, further risking their lives and well-being.
Many delay or avoid accessing healthcare because of nqgauw experiences in the past.
Witha nmbamdmfstud:ms underthe CBl 1 im October, a new
Ina medic I toacton be-
gal mandates such as the pmlslnnnftﬁmg:ndcrw‘ds and washrooms in all govern-
ment i 2022, =ensitivity -an make the crucial dif-
ference. The NMC has done well to rethink the revisions to the CBME It must do maore to
reinstate dignity of all citizens at the heart of medical education.

TIAFOE VS FRrITZ

In tennis, as an era comes to a close, new players
will find their place in the sun

(OR A COUNTRY that gave the tennis world [immy Connors and John McEnmoe

in the 1970s and '80s, and the formidable quartet of Pete Sarmpras, Andre Agass,

Jim Courier and Michael Chang in the 1990s, the Last two decades have beena

barren peried for the US, Andy Roddick was the last American man towina

Grand Slam singles title (2003 US Open), and the last to feature in a final (2009

‘Wimbledon). That jinx is et to be broken with Frances Tiafoe and Taylor Fritz facing off
inan all-American US Open semifinal.

E\nd:nr]y it's not just US players who have been found short since three racquet-

Federer and Movak Djokovic emerged on the tennis

stage. There have been at least two generations of high-quality talent — players such as

Tomas Berdych, Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, David Ferrer, Nikolay Davydenko and David

jian—who aside by the Big 3. It needed the calibre of Andy Murray

and Stan Wawrinka — occasionally Milos Raonic and Juan Martin del Potro — to stay rel-

evant. Infact, 2024 is the first year since 2002 wehen nefther Federer, nor Madal or Djolowvic

have won a major. As their era comes to a close, Fritz and Tiafoe may be two of several play-

ers — behind Carlos Alcaraz, Daniil Medvedew and Jannik Sinner — who will attempt to

fill the void Fritz wion just bwo of his 15 matches against the Big 3 (both against Nadal)

while Tiafoe had solitary success in seven attemnpés (also against Madal). Hence, it may be

acase of them finding their place under the sun beyond the long shadoers of the legends.

US women's tennis since the late 19905 has been dominated by the Williams sisters

{alongside Lindsay Davenport and Jennifer Capriati). Butwith the likes of Coco Gauff, Sloane

Stephens and Sofia Kenin now winning majors, there's no problem with depth. There are

from someone
just starting out, which said “watcl\and
learn™. Gracious, yet firm.

Though many years have passed since
that first encounter, | remember how struck
[ms by Vasudev's dear eminence, as small

0f people kept fetching up togreet her.
She was, quite clearly, holding court, that dis-
tinctive dipped-in-malt voice booming, cg-
a.n:m: smulu: swu']mg switching easily be-
hl being
|||(rnduc|:d toadizzying array of film festival
heads, agents, writers, all of whom nodded
politely at me and then turned their atten-
tion back to Vasudev.

Asian cnema’s most vociferows champion
atwork. And the world was listening.

[t was a time when the only [ndian film-
maker that the cinephiles in the West certifia-
by ke wias Satyajit Ray, Ifit hadn't been for
Vasudev and her relentless push, the kind of
awareness of cinernas from South Asia, South
East fsia, and Iran, that began growing expo-
nentially, would have taken a lot more time.

She had parlayed her
knowledge and connections
intocreating, in 1988,
Cinemaya, a journal marked
by its exemplary focus on
Asian cinema. [t was well-
produced, took its subject
very seriously, and
introduced many of us to
writers and films we had
barely heard of. That was a
time without the internet,
but Vasudev’s net was large,
and she cast it wide, )
corralling voices and points
of view that gave us much to
ruminate on.

After thatinitial meeting we kept bump-
ing into each other at film festivals, both do-
mestic and international, and conversation
always flowed easily.

Meamwhile, of course, she had parlayed
her knowledge and connections into creat-
ing.in 1988, CGinemaya, a journal marled by
itsexemplary focus on fsian cinema. [t was
well-produced, took its subject very seri-
ously, and introduced many of us to writers
and films we had barely heard of. That was
atime without the internet, but Vasudev's
netwas large, and she cast it wide, corralling
woices and points of view that gave us much
o ruminate on.

Therewas alot that Vasudev and her col-
laborators Latika Padgaonkar and Indu
Shrikent could legitimately take credit for
when it came to expanding the sheer reach
of Asian cinema. She founded NETPAC
[Network for the Promotion of Asian Cinemal),
an organisation which ahways kept its man-

date centre-stage. She was the chief architect
of Cinefan, a film festival in Dethi. For those of
us who missed having an intermational film
festival in the Capital (IFF], International Film
Festival of India, had moved to Goa), Cinefan
wvas a godsend. It brought back the joy of hav-
mg acoess bo top-nobch international films,
mainly from Asia, Africa, and and the Arab
countries, as well as a superbly curated sec-
tiom on independent Indian cinema.

Even as it gave us mauch joy., it was clear
that if Cinefan wanted o be bigger, it would
need a lot more support from its financial
partners and creative stakeholders, even if it
never lacked enthasiastic participation. Those
whowere present that evening will never for-

getthe line of people walting to get into Stein
Auditorium at the India Habitat Centre for a
Wong Kar Wai retrospective: 1t wound out
from the building, down the circular drive-
wway, all the way dowwn to Lodhi Road — ajaw-
dropping sight. Sadly, Cinefan dwindled and
died much before its time, despite best inten-
tions. To date, no one has been able to find a
replacement for edther IFFL or Gnefan, even
though the Habitat Centre itself now runs a
couple of excellent film festivals annually.

And | doubt if there will be another
Aruna Vasudev, with her combination of
critical acumen and sharp curatorial in-
stincts, who was much at home in the
Capital's tony salons, as she was in movie
halls heaving with viewers. Her sister Uma,
who passed away in 2019, was an accom-
plished journalist-turned-author [one of the
first editors of India Today, and one of Indira
Gandhi's early bingraphers) and between
both of them, the sisters were invariably on
every guest list that mattered.

Inthe last fewvears, you could see she had
wisibly slowed dovm. Just a few months badk,
Iremember hertelling me how she was tired
of taking all those interminable flights. [twas
atoneof the post-film dinners, and | had just
returned from jury duty at the El Gouna Film
Festival in Egypt. She chuckled when she
heard it was a NETPAC jury, even as she said,
forthe nth time, *1don’ know how you see all
those dreadful Bollywood movies”, and we
raised a tpast to cinema.

And that's pretty miuch what 1 see her do-
ing in the heneafter.

shubhm pipto@expressindicom

frve Americans in the top-20 on the women's side as well, and with the. | |essica
Pegula and Emma Mavarroin the LS Open semifinals, there's no cause for worry.
T .. . xa A A Ll |

SEPTEMBER 6, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

PM DENIES ROLE

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi asserted
thatherparty! i ith splits

other parties. But it certainly wished that those
affected by the split were allowed to choose
irstead of being held captive. Inameeting held
under the auspices of the Bihar POC-1, Mrs
Gandhi said in the face of such undemocratic
methods, opposition leaders had no right o
teach Congress about democratic traditions.

SINO-INDIA TALKS

DESPITE THE POSSIBILITY of the country go-
ing to the polls by the year-end, the Indian

« = -enanacindianpxnredsitom BNEE BN

ZOvermment appears to be taking the up-
ouming talkwith China scrjuusly This isev-
ident from the prep going onin
ﬂmMmlstryolE:mrnalMlalrs for the talks
scheduled to be in Befjing from September
17. India’s Ambassador to China A P
Venkateswaran has reached for pre-talk con-
sultation with the government.

TEACHERS DAY AWARDS

TEACHERS' DWY WAS celebrated all over the
country coinciding with the 96th birth an-
niversary of the former president, 5
Radhakrishnan, an eminent teacher and
philosopher. At a function in New Delhi,

|

President Zail Singh presented national
awards for 1983 to 159 teachers for their
meritorious services and devotion to the
cause of education. State governments also
honoured their teachers at various functions.

CANADA ELECTION

CANADA'S PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE
Party had a landslide victory in the general
election, ousting the ruling Liberals. After the
win, Brian Mulroney, Conservative beader,
hailed “a brand new day for this wonderful
Canada.” His party, which wasin opposition
for all but one of the last 21 years, scored up-
setwins across the country.

WAMANY BN AMEYBDESE Mrkd
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DIS/AGREE
THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

2990

C & Sosikumar

West Bengal has passed an anti-rape bill laying down harsher punishments, including
death penalty. But do stringent laws act as a deterrent to sexual violence?

Hard and
hollow

Harsher laws are only a
political response
to public outrage

ANUP SURENDRANATH AND
MNEETIKA VISHWANATH

THE RAPE AND marder of a doctor at the RG
KarMedical College and Hospital has rejgnited
the demand for stricter Laws and the death
penalty for rape. Unsurprisingly, the West
Bengal government has significantly en-
hanced punishments for sexual offences

against women and children in the Aparajita
Wmmandfhlld [WWest Bengal Criminal Laws

the spectre of sexual violence created in pub-
lic discourse is one of stranger rape, perpetra-
tors ane wedll-known to the victims in over 90
percent of rape cases.

Suggestions that the death penalty will
deter offenders make flawed assumptions
aboutthe Indian criminal justice system, We
assume that those charged with rape end up
being comvicted for it But thatis unfounded.
Conviction rates in rape cases are under 30
per cent. The punishment stage of a trial is
activated only if the accused has been held
Euilty. Criminologists across the world have
argued that it is the certainty of the punish-
ment and not its severity that deters crime.
Challenges in effective and prompt investi-
Eations, concerns with prosecutorial capac-
ity and quality, questions about the institu-
tional capacity of courts toconduct fair trials
without undue delay are all impediments o
pursung acl:uuniabllny ﬂnrscxual vinlence.

Bill, 2024 passe
Tment:

Focusir allows
to divert attention from these

sembly.
is the mandatory death penalty runapnhat
of the victim. Mandatory death penalty has
been incheded despite it being declared un-
constitutional by the Supreme Court in Mithu
wState of Punjab 1983 ) While these proposed
state amendments to central laws (BNS 2024
and I‘DCSO 2012) will requine the appmval. af
the o b e law, these
measures should force us to confront larger

difficult questions and effective long-term
measures. The shrill invocation of the death
penalty as aresponse alsoignores the justice
needs of victims. It is politically comenient
and ignorant of reality to think that victims”
needs can be captured by resorting to harsh
punishments, Mavigating pre-trial and trial
stages, including registering police com-
plaints, emerge as the biggest challenges for
survivors. Survivors are subjected o inhu-

ql.lc:i.umﬁrst.will. harsher i

mane by doctors during medical

ribute inlencein our so-
cicty? Smm\d immespective of its preventive
patential, should we impose harsh punish-
ments on individuals guilty of such offences
as something that they “deserve”?
The ingrained political
tactic of responding to high-
profile protests over inci-

ion, The lack of witness protection
schemes forces many survivors to compro-
mise out-of-court, especially when perpetra-
tors are from dominant hackgrounds.
‘When the death penalty for rape Fails on
account of its ability to pre-
vent rapes, it is justified as a
proportionate response to a

Stricter rape
laws are needed

Wherever punishment
is swift and harsh, incidence
of the crime is much lower

==Y
=

PINKY ANAND

IT'5 BECOME ALMOST like clockwork —
every few months, the nation wakes up
to the news of another rape. Statistics
show that a woman is raped in India
every four hours — that is 90 women a
day — from just the rapes that are re-
ported. A simple Google search shows
that one of the top suggestions related m
rape in India is “rape without a medical”.
It is a telling indication of how many
women are struggling with the legality of
the issue, that women who have been
raped are trying to find a situation where
they donot have to undergoe a medical ex-
amination either because of societal pres-
sure or due to their own perceived (and
extremely misplaced) idea of shame.

At this point, we are all tired of chant-
ing slogans like "matr devo bhava®. No
woman is not treated as a god, she is
treated worse than a pest. We are en-
ablers in a society where women are seen
as objects to satisfy the needs of aman, at
home or outside. We are not seen as in-
dividuals. It is telling that rapes are one
of the first war crimes committed when
a political territory is occupied and is
used as a means to induce terron.

The Indian juridical
response to rape has
been a  long-drawn

seven years to hang them. The
Government of India has now n:pl:all:':l

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The onby way forward towards long-term economic stability, growth and debt-

free prosperity lies in broadening the tax revenue bas

ncreasing and diversifying

exports, and attracting sustainable foreign direct investment. Mo shorteuts will

work this time arownd *

=DAWN, PAKISTAN

From India to
Global South

Sharing development experiences and
insights could help create new
policy choices for countries

o8

SACHIN CHATURVEDI

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Moxdi, at the
inauguration of the Third Voice of Global
South Summit {VOGSS), attermpted to retal-
anoe the terms of South-South engagement
with a new conceptual framework that he
diescribed as a“Development Compact”. The
idea behind the concept is to beverage five
different modalities of engagement ina har-
ner,

other. These are capacity baslding, technol-
ogy sharing, trade for development, grants
and the most important, concessional f-
nance. If implemented well, India’s
Development Compact would set a new
baseline for wider engagement with the
Global South.

Due to imbalances in the modalities of

phasis is on Lifestyle for Emvironment | LIFE),
re-energising SDGs and promoting renew-
abile energy through rooftop solar panels
and solar farms. The second is the area of
promating health seourity where the driving
fiowoe for India is around the concept of “One
‘World One Health". Here, India’s contribu-
tion fer Arogya Maitr may be recalled, The
assistance that India provided to Africa and
the Pacific ksland countries by building hos-
pitals and Jan Aushadhi Kendras, assumes
significance. The :tn.n:l is India" 5 CMETEEnce
as thefirst crises,
be that in Papua New Guinea, Kenya, Gaza
and Ukraine. This highlights the effort that
India has been making to prepare other
countries to bring in disaster resilienoe and
necessary institutional mechanisms for
guick, effective and efficient responses. The
fourth relates to promoting financial inclu-
sion and last mile connectivity to be
achieved through UPLand Digital Public
Infrastructure, India has already signed an

with 12 countries for the promn-
linn nFDPI. The fifth isthe need for strength-

i i feducation,

sk:llls and capantybull.d.l
Furshmn,glnd.m sdevelopment experi-

enc, wild play a

engagement, a large section of the Global
South upin i Felis-
tressing proportions. The figures from LNC-
TAD(2023) say it all: Developing countries”
publicdebtin 2023 was S29 trillion; develop-
ingcounkries netintercst entson
lic debt was $847 billion; 54 developing
countries spend more than 10 per cent of
mnrmcnucsmmmmrrstp\aymms m

wla].rnll:mmumu ities and

VoSS, the PM recalled India
Iaunchmg the Global South Centre of
Excellence, called DAKSHIN, for knowledge
promotion, experience sharing and evolv-
ing programmes for skills and capacity
building The role of such institutions is o
promaobe a two way ﬂow u{knnwicdg\c and

net resource transfer in 2022 Here, it s also
worth recalling as been
further accentuated by the continued failure
of the OECD oounkries inmeeting their ghob-
ally agreed UM target of 1970 of providing 0.7
peroentof GNPas ODA [official development
assistance s so & their commitment on di-
ey B § i

experience ic perspective would
enrich the Global South vision of develop-
ment by bringing in strategies for overcom-
ing challenges specific to ensuring access,
equity and inclusion. These institutions
facilitate the co-creation of knmededge.
Apart from the Development Compact,
some of the other announcements are also

Itis extremely important for the Global
revisittheidea

the carlier Liws and enacted the

MyayaSanhita (BMS), 2023, the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, and the
Bharatiya Magarik Suraksha Sanhita,
2023, to replace the Indian Penal Code,
creating stricter laws and much m:cdc:l

of development which disappeared from
the global policy landscape. Led by
Reaganism and Thatcherism'’s approach to
fimance driven glohalisation and regimenti-
sation of GATT to WO, the trarsition com-

ignil as they have been targeted o
bridge the gaps where they are clearly evi-
dent. Policy impact anakysis and trade per-
formance have been weak links in the de-
velopment journcy of the Global South.
Keeping this in mind, a special fund for ca-

pacity building with $2.5 million and $1 mil-
Ium for training in trade policy making has

streamlining  in impl,
However, there are still core issues inrape
laws that need to be tightened. Stricter
laws create a mindset where a perpetra-
toris afraid of the consequences. This de-
termenoe is extremely necessary'in today’s
India. World over, we see that where the
punishment for rape is swift and harsh,
incidence of rape is much bower.

There is an urgent need for deterrent

pletely v space for de-
veloping countries, This, inaway, reinforced
the apprehensions that Raul Prebisch and
others came up with in the formof thecen-
tre-periphery theory. Since the collapse of
‘Washington consensus, VOGSS has given
e hope for discussing development inits
new incarnation for L'xpl.ormg alternative
pathways for cl:unn:mc growth, social in-
i SUStETANCE.
£ devel

i Indiahas al
scnmg up of a Social Impact Fund withan
initial contribution of $25 million According
to an RIS study. India currently extends
around $7.5 billion annually to various part-
ner countries in the Global South.

Prime Minister Modi's emphasis on the
Global South to come together for voicing
their commeon concems and also bringing
in pnml:nn: approaches for ghobal solutions

laws. BNS, 2023 already enc

stringent provisions for the i it
of rape and related offences. Sections G4,
66,70{1), 71, 72{1),73,124( 1 L and 124{2)

opmente uuium. and insights on policy
making would play a crucial robe in evalv-
1r|gncw chobces. With this year's theme of

ofthe BNS provide a oo nsive legal
framework addressing various aspects of
sexual violence, including rape, rape and
murder, gangrape, repeat offensce and the
disclosure of a victim's identity. These
sections emphasise the severity of these
crimes and the necessity of strong deter-
rents, For instance, the BNS includes a
mew chapter on ‘Offences against
‘Woman and Child’, introduces electronic
First Information Reports [e-FIRs) to fa-
cilitate swift reporting, and mandates the
application of all relevant sections of the
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act, 2012 {POCSO Act ) if the vie-
tim is a minor. The BNS outlines severe
penalties: Section 64{1) prescribes im-
prisonment  ranging
from 10 years to life for
rape, while Section 642 )

dients of aggravated seocualvi-
olence  with  harsher
punishments is not new.
There were significant en-
hancements to punis|

inthe waloe of the 2012 Delhi
gang rape, and the incidents
of child rape and murder in
Kathua and Unnao. Faced
with mounting public and
political pressure, govern-
ments find it convenient to
make the laws stricter to
prove their commitment to

Reasoning that rape
without murder
warrants the death
penalty, a punishment
also preseribed for
L‘1IL’||I|.'_ another persons

forees the
patriarchal logic that
‘rape is a deathless
shame’. Itundermines
the hard-fought efforts
of women’s movenents.

grave crime. Reasoning that
rape without murder war-
rants the death penalty, a
punishment also prescribed
Inr rndln,g another pcrsm‘s

process, right from the
case of Tukomm v State of
Maharashtra in 1978 to
Mukesh v State of GNCTD
or the December 2012

patriarchal
]Dgwt.hat ‘rapeisadeathless
shame™ for survivors., It un-
dermines the hard-foughtef-

pe case. Women
havr had to fight to be
able to prove that they
were raped, that the ac-

forts of ts
across the world, Sul

to the death penalty also
overlooks the ke of our sod-
ety in perpetuating and pro-

tion -0

and against the obstacles

created in the name of

the  innocent-until-
proven guilty doctrine.

Despite the various
guidelines given from
time to time by the
Supreme Court about
the counselling and
medical treatment of
rape victims, the harsh
reality is that these are
not readily available.
Winnen who report
rapes are statistically

more profe to violence,

extends this to life im-
prisonment for the re-
mainder of a person's
natural life in cases of ag-
gravated rape. Section GG
of the BNS provides fora
minimum of 20 years of
rigoreus imprisonment
for certain offences.
Despite BNSS making
laws stringent. the R G
Kar rape case has still
happened. This suggests
that the current laws do

addressing sexual violenoe.
But the hollow nature of this
engagement must be obvi-
ous tous, Harsher laws are part of the estab-
lished political playbook to quieten public
dlamour bt can dovery litthe to prevent inci-
dence of sexual violenee inour socicty, Instead,
ﬂ\cyplaymmcmt;fsm]lmrar@rmddc-

maoting sexual offences and
creating conditions of im-
punity for perpetrators,
Putting the complete blame on perpetrators
is highly self-righteous for a society that ac-
tiwely contributes to a culture that trivialises
wvinlence against women, We must reoognise

sine o inflict harsh inthe imme-
i

our hypocrisy in being selectively enraged
about stranger rapes only of

1ofsuch incidents,

Inour reflectionsonwhether harsher laws
will prevent sesoal viokence, we need to con-
front the actual source of sexual violence in

our society. The dominant understanding of

sexual violence is as isolated actions of indi-
viduals with deviant behaviour, However, sex-
ualviolence is anoutcome of deeply ingrained
gender, caste, and religious hierarchies that
mutinely produce and legitimise sexual vio-

lenoe. Rapeisan assertion of power. it is part of

alarger spectrum of violence against women
towards which there is widespread apathy in
our homes, workplaces, institutions etc. While

to shake our col lective conscience.

‘Whilke there is noone way totackle sexual
offences, tougher laws and the death penalty
ane undoubtedty the wrong ones, We requine
broader social reforms, sustained governance
efforts, and stronger criminal justice institu-
tions, We must call out the hollow tough-on-
crime political agenda on sexual viokence. 1t
is nothing but a distraction.

Surendranath and Vishwanath are with
Project 354, Nationol Low Uiniversity, Delhi.
WViews are personal

Despite the various
guidelines given from
time to time by the
Supreme Court about the counselling
and medical treatment of rape victims,
the harsh reality is that these are not
readily available. Women who report
rapes are statistically more prone to vie-
lence and the police do not handle the
matter with sensitivity. What it creates
is an environment favourable to the
predator, giving him the audacity to look
atwomen solely from a lens of subjuga-
tion or pleasure.

Rape isold news inIndia. Probests take
place and then life goes on the way it al-
ways has, Trials commence, rapists take
advantage of legal loopholes, like minor
discrepancies in medical reports or
names, and try to get away. In the
December 2012 gangrape, a fast-track
court was set up and the matter was con-
cluded in eight months, However, it took

ananatindi

not act as deterrent
enough, that stricter
laws are necessary.
The West Bengal government has passed
the Aparajita Woman and Child Bill
(West Bengal Criminal Laws and
Amendment] Bill 2024, which is a laud-
able step towards creating an environ-
ment where there is true deterrence, The
Bill proposes capital punishment for
those convicted of rape if their actions
result in the victim's death or leave her
inavegetative state, as well as a fast-track.
mechanism of completing the investiga-
tion and trial within 21 days and 30 days
respectively. | believe that right now
India needs this.

The writer is o groduate of the

Hurvard Law School, former
Additional Solicitor General of ndia in
the Supreme Court and o recipient of the
French order of Merit

‘wom ENEE .

ing Global South for

Iu:u:c the summit has focused on sharing
each other's experiences, insights and pos-
sibilities for evolving an alternative devel-
opment paradigm. The idea is to have this
development narrative hased on Southern
experiences and pcrspcl:twrs addressing
southern hopes and

isan call that should be heard
eamesthy by the Global South community.
VOG5S asa platform todiscuss some of these
issues is an important initiative in a world
where uncertainty and vulnerability have
multiplied for democraticalty clected gov-
ernments. The emphasis on de-stabilising
designs through termorism and active en-
gagement of tools to promote secessionist
foroes and sectional violenoe, assumes great
significance given the recent events in

There are five broad possibilities from
the recent development initiatives in India
that may be adapted for locally relevant
eoosystermsin the Global South, The first isin
the realm of sustainability, wherein theem-

‘whase interim government's
chief advisor Muhammad Yunus was also
attending the session.

Thewriter is Director General, RIS,
Miews are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THE TEACHER'S WAYS
THIS REFERS TO the article, The world's
unborn soul’ {IE, September 5). §
Radhakrishnan's approach tothe world
wias born out of India’s age-old wisdom
vasucihaiva kutumbakam (the world is
one family). He prioritised humanity
over nationalism. We need his ideas to
achieve peace in today's world torm
apart by mindless violenoe. His philos-
ophy could put an end to persecution
of innocent souls, in any part of the
world, He could rightly be described as
a true Gandhian who longed For uni-
wersal peace and brotherhood. The na-
tion has much to keam from his ways.
5 H Quadri, Bikzner

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The
world's unborn soul' (1E, September 51

JUSTICE FOR HER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'In her
name' (IE, Septembeer 5. The swift pas-
sageof the Aparajita anti-rape bill comes
amid provests from the public, demand-
ing justice and accountahility from the
Mamata Banerjoe-led government. [t has
sparked a debate about whether such
measures are mcn:ly a po]ltlcall)- moti-
vated react
The lawr providies for quick investigation
and prosecution of cases. The problem
lies with implementation, Justice will be
better servied if barriers to women's ad-
vancement ane remaoved by first making
‘wuorkplaces and homes safe for them.
55 Paul, Nadia

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'In her
name' (IE, August 5] It is apparent that

Since 1936, the world has und
a sea change but the teachings of 5
Radhakrishnan remain relevant. He
expected societies to remain close-knit
in the commercial, social and palitical
spheres. The world has become a
lobal village but the world atizens are
neglecting  cultural  cohesion.
Many members of a particular com-
munity have to face violence by mem-
bers of other faiths. We are all God's
children, any kind discrimination
is unwarranted.

Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

the Wiest
theAparajita anti-rape bill 2024 to blunt
‘the Oppasition attacks and

lic anger. IF a law could sobve all problems,
crimeslike murder would have stopped.
Moreover, death penalty for rape will
need credible evidence for prosecution.
Itisevident from the current conviction
rateof 28 per centin rape cases as per the
NCRE [2018-22 ) that more laws are not
the answer. [t is therefore more impor-
tant tocounter the culture of patriarchy
and misogymy in the society.

LR Murmu, New Delhi




MAJGEN GG DWIVED! (RETD)
FORMER DEFENCE
ATTACHE TO CHINA

[HE Chinese mili-
try is shifting its
focus to winning
wrs against
Srongeropponents
amid i

Ehe arihllng GURUGRAM | FRIDAY | 6 SEPTEMBER 2024

A meeent artide in the PLA
Daily, while referring to
Deng's 1980 strategic jadge-
ment that “a world war can be
postponed or avoided”, noted
that China now faces great
changes unseen in a century.
It asserted the need for the
armed forces to remain vigi-
lant and maintain strategic
darity on the possible risk of
war, e full preparations for
military struggle, effectively
deterwarand resolutdywinit.

The Chinese leadership
has refined its warfighting
doctrines of winning local

Actording to a South China
Moming Fost report, President
Xi Jinping, who s also the
Chairman of the Central Mili-
tary Commission ({CMC), Chi-
na's highest defience body, has
directed the People’s Liber-
tion Ammy iPMJuuﬂmﬂv

the 1990s through
white papers and strategic
guidelines. The first “‘White
Paper on National Defence’
was published in 1998, Fol-
lowing the release of ‘White
Paper on National Defence
2006Y, the PLA adopted the
‘oeal wars under informa-

OPED
China shifts gears to combat strong rivals

212, had initiated a dew of
deep-moted military reforms
i e had envisioned the PLA
to play & key role in realising
the "China Dream’ of & pros-
umusmhmmmd Chinaly

strategi defend i | ditions' doctrine il of the century, Sov-
the country’s sovereignty and . W match  echnologically  ereignty was identified @ one
developmental interests. superior adversaries, of thekey national objectives.
Xi unweded the new dinse-  Through  the  ‘informa-  Besides fostering nationalism,
tive while commemorating  tionised war’ doctrine, China  twastoensure the security of
Deng Xisoping's 120th birth ~ sought to impose high costs  periphery and the integmtion
anniversaryon August 22 He  on conventionally superior  of Twan and all claimed ter-
highlighted Deng's visionfor ~ opponents by targeting com-  ritories with the motherland.
the PLA —which was instr-  mand, control, communica-  To provide strategic direc-
mentalin developing it intoa  tion, computer, intelligence,  tion to implement Xi's vision,

strong, modermnised and welk
omgunised fome — emphasis-
ing the importance of “fewer
but better troops’. General
Miso Hua, a member of the
CMC, stated while comment-
ing on the strategic shift, “In
the new joumey, we should
focu s on strengthening capa-
bilities to defeat strong ene-
mies and opponents.”

surveillance and reconnais-
sance (CAISR) networks,
The recent directive to the
military to prepare for wars
against strong enemies marks
another strategic shift, prima-
rily as a response to the chal
lenges China is Bcing, both in
the maritime domain and on
the land borders. Incidentally,
Xi, on assuming power in

the ‘White Paper on National
Defence, 2015 (China's Mili-
fary Strategy) was released Its
theme was ‘sdive defence’,
and its focus wis on winning
Tocal wars under conditions
of modem technology'. It
imiplied & major transition in
the naval strategy from “ofl-
shore waters defence” to a
combined stategy of ‘ofl-

ON COURSE: The Chinese military is devieloping so that it could challenge the US. soutees

Chinadoesnot
consider Indiaasa
major threat, given

the prevailing
asymmetry inthe

Comprehensive

National Power

between the two,

anficipated to go up o T00

before the end of the decade,

duly complemented by

hypersonic  glide wehicles
cruise missies.

Under Xi, the ‘White Paper
on National Defence, 3015
(Defence in the New Era) was
published: it was US-specific. It
fagged the fact that America
and China @re competing
superpowers and the latter’s
military is developing © the

waged by the Chinese Coast
Guard and PLAN in the
South China Sea.

‘China does not consider India
a5 a magor threat, considering
the prevailing asymmetryinthe
Comprehensive National e
betwernthe two, which distinct
by fvours the formes Irondcally,
the cvicle is set to widen, given
the PLA's fist pace of meforms
and  modemisation.  China
remaing unrdenting when it

|w1.lth|.l Il chalk comes 1 de Lition on the
T.I'Sﬂxmammm'mdme Line of Actuad Control (LAC) in
Timited war fighting doctrine”  Ladakh, despite a number of
based on ‘informatisation and  meetings of the Working Mech-

intelligentisation”, the thrust

mism for Consubtation and

wason nbrmation echnology,  Coordination and Corps Come
adtifical intellipence (AD) and ~ manders, besides  numenous
shore wabters defence and  digitisation. Through informe  ministeriablevel  interctions.
q)ensmprmm tosecure  tised warfare, China plans o Given the massive military
China's Lake P ts supefiorin - buildupaomossthe LACn Tibet
To operationalise the new ional terms by trget-  opposdie Arunachal  Pradesh,
doctrine, the CMCwes restrue: g/ the CAISR systerns. theernctment ofthe newborder
uereed and military megions meor- The rationale behind Chi-  lw in 202 and the Befjing-
ganised nto theatre com  na's recent d inal shift is colhsy China
mands. A numberof messures  thepossibility of confrontation  gpparently has no design to
were instituted Wenhancemil:  with the US and its allies due remdvethebarderissue anytime
itary cupabilities sooss the (o the ongoing muriime dis-  soon. India nust be fully pre
spectum PLA navy (PLAN),  putes in SouthandEast China  pared for possible escilations.
nurmerically the biggest navy  seas and Beijing's persistent China's perioclic pron ounce
todaywithmore than 350ships,  daimsover Taiwan Hence, 1o ments of new military doc
is mpected to each a strengzth. get the better of its powerful  trines serve o dual purpose it
of i3 including sixaberaftur  opponents, China plans to  ensures strategic clarity for
riers, inthe nesd few ymrs The  incrense its strotegic copabili-  the defenoe planners and sub-
Chinese Coast Guard is the  tessignificantybyleveraging  te messaging to the global
lurpest in the world, with over  disruptive technologies,  polity While the Chiness lead-
Wovessels. The PLAsirforoeis  including the weaponisation  ership foresees stability and a

in the proces of bullding @
‘air space defence force” to
ahance its powsr prgjection
capubilities. It is expected to
hanve & Mot ofover 1,000 stealth

of Al by building networks of
unmanned weapon systems.
The ‘grey zone warfare' is a
force multiplier that encom-
passes the concept of ‘Three

anel (L + fighterair
araft by amund 2035, Besides,
the Rocket Force amsenal is

Warf: (psychological,
media and legal warfare). It
i already being effectively

peacefil  enviromment, i
makes no bomes about its
intent of using force in pursuit
of its national interests. Chi-
na's recent doctrinal shift
merits a realistic analysis to
unravel the Dmgon's grand
design and its implcations.

Food processing sector symbolises Indias growth story
W

RAVNEET SINGH BITTU
MINISTER OF STATE, FOOD
PROCESSING INDUSTRIES

HE food process-
ing sector in
India stancs out
as a beacon of our
nation's  ambi-
tion, symbolising the strides
we are mak ing toward Viksit
Bharat, No longer just acon-
tributor to the economy, this
sector is rapidly transform-
ing into a of

India possesses an unparal-
leled resource base for value
addition. This agricultural
abundance, meticulously
nurtured by our hardwork-
ing farmers, has sparked a
wave of innovation and
entreprencurship,  giving
rise to & thriving food pro-
oessing sector.

This sector has become a
keystone of India’s econom-
ic  development, driving
growth through employment
generation,  technological
achvancements and the cre-
ation of new market opportu-
nities, India also boasts the
largest and youngest work.
ing population among the
top global economies, fur-
Lhrr fuelling this dynamic
. By harness-

India’s growth ﬂrl'} Under
the visionary leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, & masterful blend of
policies, initiatives and
infrastructure development
has atapulted the sector o
newhelghts, uming it into a
formicdable force onthe glob-
al stage. India currently
bBoasts a thriving economy
valued at $3.7 trilbon, with
ambitious goals of reaching
$30-35-trillion emnomy by
the nation’s centenary of
Independence in 2047,
Atthe coreof India’s trans-
formation ies its rich agro-
climatic diversity, emposer-
ing our farmers to cultivate a
remarkable variety of crops.
Asa global leader in produc-
ing pulses, millets, milk,
wheat, rice and a vast range
of fruits and vegetables,

anl advanced processing
technologies, the industry
has been nstrumental in
reducing post-harvest loss-
o5, extending the product
shelf life and ensuring that
farmers  receive  better
meturmns for their efforts.

As India's food process-
ing sector continues to
evolve, it not only meets
international quality stan-
dards but also diversifies its
offerings to cater to the
ever-changing tostes and
preferences of global con-
sumers, The close synergy
between agriculture and
food processing has thus
become a powerful engine
of economic progress. It
underscores the vital role
that our farmers and agri-
culture play in shaping the
nation’s future, ensuring

BENCHMARK: After the mmlli sucm d\'bﬂd Food indior2023, the Ministry of Food Processing

ndustries is

that India's agricultural
produce reaches every cor-
ner of the world with
enhanced value and quality.
Through this integration,
supported by avibrant and
youthiul workforce, we wit-
ness the emergence of a
resilient, globally competi-
tive sector that is poised 1o
lead India towa rd a prosper-
ous and sustainable future,

As an inflection point, the
Cowvid-19 pandemic revealed
the sector's impressive
reglience, swiftly adapting
to the rising demand for
processed foods. The gracual
shift towards ready-toeat,
readydo-cook  and  value
added products emphasised

Weare not merely
T 1\.'(I1 Ii‘il l!.’. dn
industry but also
embracing a shared
vision of a future in
whichinnovation,
sustainability and
prosperity uplifi
every comer
ofour nation.

191622, mout Moo

the sector's crudal role in
food security and nutrition.
Astrong food processing sec
tor igessential for addmessing
food ard nutritional security
challenges in India, provid-
ing convenience, a longer
shelf life and better access
to remote areas. It also
ensures improved price
realisation for farmers and
enhances markel opportu-
nities, making a significant
impact on the GDP and sup-
porting liveihoods.

At the forefront iz the
Ministry of Food Process-
ing Industries (MoFPI),
championing flagship pro-
grams like the PM Kisan
SAMPADA Yojana

(PMESY). This initiative is
transforming the sector by
developing  cutling-edge
infrastructure and optimis-
ing supply chain manage-
ment from the rarmgm to
retail. C

nificant infrastructure devel
opment, have fostered an
environment ripe for invest-
ment and growth, This sup-
portive landscape not only
ultwcts xb‘h..l attention but

these efforts, the PM f\n

malisation of Micro Food

Processing  Enterprises

Scheme propels the growth

of micro food processing

units through support for
1 i

tech:

India as a
\iyrulmlr hub for innovation
and expansion in the food
processing industry.

Affter the resounding suc
cess of the 2023 edition of
World Food India, the min-

Y 3
capacity-building and mar-
keting, The Production-
Linked Incentive Scheme
further energises domestic
manufacturing and export
growth by offering finan-
cial rewards tied to incre-
mental sales. Additionally,
the Special Infrastructure
Fund of Rs 2,000 crore
under NABARD (National
Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development) plays
acrucial role in reinforcing
the sector's infrastructure.
This coordinated approach
underscores a comprehen-
sive strategy to elevate the
food processing industry
and related sectors, ensur-
ing a robust, integrated
and forward-looking
growth path.

India's rapidly growing
economy and its demograph-
ic dividend create a unique
and unprecedented opportu-
nity for the food processing
sector to reach new heights,
The government's pro-busi-
ness  reforms,  induding
strategic  tax  incentives,
streamlined ease of doing
business initiatives and sig-

istry is the third
edition of the global event
from Seplember 19 1o 22,
Stakeholders from  every
facet of the food industrywill
come together to exchange
ideas, explore opportunities
and eontribute to the overall
development of this crucial
sector. It will be o one-ofa-
kind gathering of manufac
turers, producerns, investors,
policymakers and onganiss
tions from acrmoss the global
food eoosystem.

World Food India servesas
a platform where stakehold-
s converge o explone
innovations, forge partner-
ships and chart a course
towards a sustainable food
future. Let us seize the
opportunities and embark
on a journey towards a more
prosperous  and  resilient
food system that benefits all
stakeholders across the valk
ue chain. In this moment of
convergence, we are not
merely advancing an indus-
try but also embracing a
shared vision of a future in
which innovation, sustain-
ability and prosperity uplift
every corner of our nation.
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Paralympics champs

Indian athletes deserve recognition, support

HARAMBIR, Harvinder Singh, Niesh
Kurmar, Sumit Antil and Avani Lekhara an
ot household names in Inclia, but they
should be, What makes them special? They
are all Faralympics gold medallists, Over-
coming enormous odds, they have excelled in theworkd's
bigggest sporting extrovigana for the differently abled
Thedr stories are owe-insphring, Harvinder, an archer hadl
ing from Haryana, wis just a toddber when he was stricks
o by dengue; his treatment went horrbly wrong, and he
ended upwith impaired legs. However he had dreams far
bégger than his disabdlity. On Wednesday, he beeame the
first Indlian archer to win a Pambympies gold
Dharambir, also from Haryana, was left pm'm'mll'rrm
the Sown whenhe dged adlive into. ]
fell on rocks. Confined to a wheelchalr, his Ritune looked
bleak. But he relied on the power of his shoulders and
arms to become the Paralympics champlon in club thiow
Yot another Harvamvl, javelin thrower Sumit Antll, and
Rajasthan shooter Avani Lekhara sow their word tun
upsicde chown by road accidents. But they rose from the ash-
oz like the proverbial phoenie. With back-toback gold
miedals (Tokyo and Paris Games), Sumit has done what
even his fumous compatriol Neeraj Chopra falled o do.
Unfortunately, Paralymple Games don't excite too
many spots bulls in India, and paro-athletes are not
regarcied as ‘real’ athletes. This Newed mindset must
change. Sports Minister Mansukh Mandivya has rightly
urged peophe to cheer for the athletes participating in the
Puris Puradympies, buta lot moee needs to be done to sup-
vho diefy disabll ithes o win laureks. Most
d‘uurnwi e uravware of the oy riad ategories of compe-
titions, but that should not stop us from sabuting those who
epitormise the triumph of the indomitable human will

SCrap to Dhami

Blocks feudal approach to appointment

HE Supreme Court's rebuke to Uttarak-

hand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami

on Wednesday over his decision to appoint

1FS officer Rahul as the director of the Rajae-

Ji Tiger Reserve underscores the critical
importance of public trust in governance. The cholee of
Dhami, made against the objections of the principal sec-
retary and forest minister, signals o troubling disregard
for nstitutional checks and balances, The appointed
alficer was removed two years ago from the Corbett
Tiger Reserve for alleged involvement in illegal tree
felling, and the case is still being investigated.

OPINION
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Crumbling statues, falling standards

The fear that haste may lead to waste does not seem to worry the authorities

TRYSTS AND TURNS

JULIO RIBEIRO

350 statue of Chha:
trapati Shivaji
Maharaj, the great
Maratha wairior
nonwm For his guerdl-
lawarfure skills — which hesue
cemfilly used against  the
Mughals — was knocked down
by strong winds blowing across
the coastal town of Malwan inthe
Konkan reglon of Maharashira,
“The statuse had been erected in
a hurry prior to the Lok Sabha
clections this year to permit
Prirnie Minister Narendra Modi to
Inangurate it Modi, always will
ing o perform such pre-ehection
chores, obliged. Just gx months
laten, b was forced o apologise
fior the mishap, though he him-
welf could hardly be blamed for
nature'’s  vagaries. His  moo
phants were the real eulprits.
Around Rs 83 crore were spent
on the sttue's construdion,
whichwas entrusted to the Novy
in deferenoe o the memory of
Maratha admiral Kanhofl Angre,
who communded the Maratha
navy in those glorious days, The
ot ginal plan, it now appeas, was
o luild o sx-0 satue and the
chesign for U waos sorutinksed and
approved by the Directorate of
Art as per the prescribed prooe-
chure. One wonders who mised its
hmh.l and why Those who

COLLAPSE: Shivajis statue, erected in ah

(NCP) leader Ajit Pawar, who
abandoned his uncle Sharad
Puwar for personal aggrandise-
ment, i the other Deputy CM,
but he has distanced himsell
P s partoers beou se be had
sensed  the Maratha  anger
agninst the toppling of the statue,
The BIP realises that Ajit is
proving to be a Bobility in the
three-party alllance, Ajit's uncle
still commands the loyalty of the
Muratha ommunity, s was
proved in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. Fudnavis, the BIPs
loyad potntsman inthe state, had
erroneoudy o leulated that the
ambitious Ajit would be able o
bring in the bulk of the NCP's
virbe bank, but that wa s not tobe,
Shura:l mntinues o be e
tha strongman, despite his
ulvumtmc agge and il health,

ol 1 creehit for the
stotue will now seek anonymity
for valid security concems.
Storles of inompetence and
blatant corruption are doing the
rouncds, all lemding o the
doorstep of Mohayuli leaders
Eknath Shinde, the Maharashira
Chief Minister who leacds o fwe-
tion of the Shiv Sena, and BJP
leadder Devendra Falnavis, one of
the two deputy chief ministers.
Notionalit  Congress  Purty

Ajit's k hisfriends
in the Mahayuti is not going to
help him advance his political
mmeer Al present, it has only
suceeithed in weakendng the ml
ing allinnce's chances of retain:
ing power The malestation of
two Four-year-old grls in o school
at Badlapur in Thane district
had abready done harm to the
fortunes of the Mahayuth And
now, mature has joined forces
with the Opposition MVA (Maha-

Ery M Meodi.

The pressure o
complete works
expeditiously, which is
happening oftenwhen
clections are round
thecomer, should
beavoided.

rashitra Vikas Aghadi), led bythe
Congress and mnsisting of o
resurgent  Shiv - Sena-UBT
(Utbdhov Balasaheb Thsdoemy)
and the presently dominant
Sharad-led fuction of the NCP
As of woday, the dice is loaded
against the part ies in power, The
BJP hael made mmsds in uban
arcas of the state. 1t will hold on
o its voters, but the two parties
on whose strength it relied will
ol be able 1o contribite to the
extent Fudninds expected them
1o s I Fuet, there isthe distine

possibility of the NCP's Ajit fac-
tion gradually fading into oliliv-
o, When the foot soldiers find
that their leader will not be able
1o piovide the expectid goodies,
they will gravitate to those in a
position tooblige,

Reverting to the motter of the
statue, it is quite obwious to
en the poorly informed that
= construction  needs
expertise of a superior calibre,
It also nesds supervision of a
higher order with officials for
the purposs belng chosen Mrom
among those with a reputation
for imtegrity. Fortunately, there
stlll remain many in the [AS
with that qualificstion

The pressure 1o complete
works expeditiously, which is
happenin g oftenwhen elections
are round the corner, should be
avoided, The PM inaugurated
thee new Purliament building in
@ bit of a hurry and very soon it
developed leakages and defects.
Modi did not apologise for that
fiasco like he did for the fall of
Shivaji's statue! According to
his statement, the Maratha
warrior was o ‘god’. Agreed
that a budlding cannol be dei-
e, but o Parliament bullding
is & sacred place, because like
the poet Byron wrote about the

Cagtle of Chillon in Switzr
land, “May none those marks
efface! For they appeal from
tyranny to God."

A massive project is underway
I my eity of Mumbal It is the
Coastal Road project that has
reclaimed aces and acres of land
from the sea Lo decongest the
heany trafficcaused by the prolif:
eration of curs. The work goes on
relentiessly cay and night since
targgets e sed (s they shou kd be)
and important keaders are eager
o Imlsll.l’lll‘ oven minor sec-
thons of the project.

T fear that haste may lead to
wiste does nol seem o worry the
wuthorities like it worries think-
ing dtizens, | remember the car
journey 1 ok once from
Kowloon o the mainland of
Hong Kong through anundersea
tunnel 1t was o feat of engineer-
ing. A similartunnel was a partof
Mumbal's Coastal Road. Very
soon, it developed leaks. When
the media curied the news,
many senior dtizens decided
aggdnat traveellin g by car through
that tunnel. 1 am tokd that the
leaks have been utched. That is
o consolation, but why are we so
tolemnt of shoddy work which i
Inevitabde if it has to be complet-
o in a hury to scoommaodate
leackers who want their names
embomsed on done?

Bihar has not yet recelved its
annual gquota of rainfall, but as
soon as the first showers fell, as
many a8 o dozen newly con-
structed bridges collapsed! In
Rajkot (Gujarat), a bridge col-
lapse resulted in the death of
AP PASLET eI,

Are our engineers and contrac-
tors incompetent oF, as ks more
likely, have they dipped their
hans into the U Since no one
is held responsble and pun-
ished, Modi's promise of
remaining squeaky dean him-
selfl and ensuring that his
wiministrators  also  remain
above board is ke his promise
to show no merey to those con-
victed of molesting womse
only an emply promise meant
for luring voters to keep double
engine governments in office,

In its sharp critidsm, the Supreme Court reminded
the CM that we were not Bving in o “feudal era’ in which
leaders could bypass the due process. Justior BR Gaval's
remark that Dhami should have provided detadled rea-
soning for ks dedsion reflects o bmader concern about
the m;mnqnhmuﬂiwaﬂhm.mﬂwlﬁyln mat-
ters involving environmental conservation. Even though
the officer A has since bisen i from the
post, the court’s timely intervention shows that it takes
swilt action when deemed fit. The prompt action in this
cmse underscores the need to preserve the delicate coolog-
ical balance in wildlife reserves, as also the fact that com-
promises with the integrity of the system, including in
appointments, und ermine conservation efforts

This episode serves a8 o reminder 10 all authorities
ocross the country that governanoe must remadn account-
ke, transparent and in the serviee of public and envimon-

over appolntments arition] to envirenmental conservation.
Political keaders must remember that their dedsions con
have long-lasting mperoussions on senaitive ecological
matters. Dhami's decigion 1o ignore the objections of
experts and sideline the due prooess reflects o woerying
trend in which politieal congderations take precedenoe
overenvimnment. Inacountry already grappling witheco
‘ﬂhm] -:lmhlm uu‘htlmmm:uuﬂbwﬂwwlm-
aggi I crises.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Mahatmaji's offer

THE speech made by Mahatrma Gandhiat a meeting of the Con-
gress C at Mundvi, a tel hic summary of which
appeared in these columns yesterday, throwsa food of interest
ing Hight both upon the recent conversations between him and
Annle Besant, and the ketter he sent to the Swarajist leaders
through Sarajing Nudd by i their in Caleut-
ti. In both cases, he has been represented as having advocated
and striven for unity, A passionate longing for unity is the
keymole of his address tothe Congress Committee, Speaking of
the two parties in the Congress, he said that “they should not
fight amongst themsebves but must unite.” He himself did not
want to fight, he said, ml e mitted h.u defeal. It was India's

that they e retarding their
mun-mlu added, He had written to Pandit Motilal Nehru that
b v nol going to fgght but husd lasd cdown his arms. All that he
wanted was universal spinning, Hinedu- Muahm unity ane the
remioval of on which peerich rested,
These words were uttered with particular reference to the two
Congress parties, but the context in which they were uttered
leaves no room for doulst that they sre intended W have much
wider application, and, in fact, refer to all political parties in
India which belkeve in self government as India’s goal and want
to achieve that goal by peaceful, legitimate and honou miike
mieians, Looking at the mater from Uhis polnt of vies, we have no
hesitation in saying that the speech of the Mahatma on this ocea-
shon is one of the most momentous that he has ever made,

——

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. — tont Adgon

Infallible predictions
ofvillage soothsayer

sonography machines was alien 1o the people in rural

areas, the predictions by o man seemingly possessing
wiznrdly powers in our town never falled, Popularly known as
Yot ishthakur (venemted astrologer), he was a septuagenarian
with a beard and hair that had o safTron hue.

His forehead would be smeared with thick vermilion
mixed with turmeric paste and ash, Garlands of colour-
ful beads and rudrakshas of different shapes and sizes
would adorn his neck and thin wrists. Alarge number of
pregnant women, especially those belonging to the sur-
rounding villages, looked forward to Yotishthakur
revealing the gender of the unborn baby,

‘The wispy Btthe fellow would visit villages on fool with an
oblong litte tn box, selling bangles, rings, pendants, ele, —
all made of conch shells. His outfit started sttmcting people
andl made 1J1rm rrgud him as a saintly person. His appear-
ance 1 & | 1 his threeg thon profes:
slon of hawking conch shell procucts.

His modus operandi was quite safe. Al first, he somehow
guessed through cosual conversations the wish of the |m1n|ml
wornan and her Bamily Muost of the fumil
[ lhl.lll He \Nli.ﬂd neverdisappol nt tem. After ametioulous

s rigght paln i thewife's left one,
e would pm[hwy in accordance with their wish,

He would sdvise expecting mothers to wear an amulet
blessed by Goddess Kali o get the desired reault. The
amulet was suppased to be the pmtedor of the combng child
from amy sort of evil spell, Besides falfilling his monetary
demand, people woulkd replenish the saffron bag hanging
moross hie ghouller with rice, vegetables, fruits and sweets

When delivering his prophectes, he would demand that
the amulet be retumed to him immediately after the
birth of the child. He also warmned clients never to open or
lose the amulet as it might lead to miscarringe. Natural-
Iy, never did the naive villagers think of going against his
wishes, In case his prediction went wrang, he would melt
the paraffin used to seal the amulet, revealing a piece of
paper on which the gender of Lhe newborn ba by would be
mentioned. Hewould then explain that he, in fact, had known
the gender of the baby but did not want to upset the expectant
mother. For this reason, be would claim, he had written the cor-
et precliction on the paper inside U amulet.

Actually, the gender he wrote on that paper would always
bt the opposite of what he would prophesise, If the prophe-
cy elidn’t come true and the paper was taken out, it would
b Fistinad that Yotisht hakur was, in fact, ight. People's trust
and respect for him never waned, Unwittingly, his predic-
tions managed o prevent foeticid e,

I ECADES ago, when sex determination through ultra-

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

Antl-rape Bill unnecessary
Apropos of the editorial *A desperate step’;
severml experts hove pointed out that the pas-
g o the anth-mpe Bill in Uwe West Bengal
Aspembly was unnecessary, Strict laws
already exist in our country to punish ropists,
‘The real strugghe begins with the start of a
probse. Prosving the crime and bringing the
perpetnutor to justice ks a Herculean task. The
prosecution faces hurdles at every step, Not
all victims of rape survive to fight for justice,
“Thisre b8 anurgent need Lowork on improving
the quality of investigations into such cases,
K ARORA, MOHALI

A step in the right direction
With meference to Uhe editorial ‘A desperate
sep'; the dde protests by health
professionals seeking jistice for the young
doctor whowas bru tally raped and killed at a
povernment hospital in Kollkata spurred the
state government to table and pass the Apara-
Jita anti-rape B, I approved by the Govemor
and the President, it could instil fear of the law
In eriminal element 5. We need more stringent
laws in the country 1o tckle the spike in
heinous crimes. The West Bengal Govern-
meent has aken a slep in the right direction,
ABHILASHA GUPTA, MOHALI

Deal with eriminals strictly
Refer to the editorial ‘A desperate step’; the
Mamats Bareresled West Bengal Govern-
ment's move to Ughten the noose amund anti-
social elements s weloome, But it will remain
an exercise in futility in the absence of strin-
gent plementation of the liw, If these mn
victed of crimes are p
relosed orare granted furloughs l'nm time to
time, it would make a mockery out of the jus-
tee delivery system. Political consderations
mvust ot come into play when it comes to sen-
witive kssues ke wormen's safety, Those guilty
of sexaual violence and other serious offences
rovust rof be able to walk out of el so casily.
L MA, SHIMLA

Clear backlog of cases

Apropos of the editorial Ty ler inthe dock’;
while lagging the inordinate delays in the
delivery of justice, President Droupacti Mur-
v hiss i ghitly called for ane nd W the oultume

of adjournments. It is high tme that the judi-
clary understood the importance of clearing
the backlog of cases on priority. The Delhi
court's order to frame charges against Con-
gress leader Jagdish Tytler in connection
with the Gurdwara Pul Bangash killings
comesasa ray of hope for justice. Addressing
the shortcomings inthe system without com.
promising its integrity ks the need of the hour.

MOMA SINGH, BY MAIL

J&K will have its say
The first Assembly dections in Jammu ond
Kashmir since the abrogation of Articke 370 ame a
long time coming. In the Say are leaders fom
parties that backed the abrogationof Artide 370
and thaie who want the stibehood of MK
restored as soon as possible. Peoce and devdop-
ment in the region @e some factors that will
‘weeigh henvily i the mincks ofthevoters. The peo-
ple ol J&K g been ey
rights, will choose thelr leaders wisely.

IKRESHAN KANT 5000, NANGAL

Star power in politics

With reference to the news report ‘Phogat,
Punia meet Rabul, may contest on Congress
ticket'; the question is, why do flm stars and
Famous sthletes choose o pursae acareer in
politics in the first place? All that such stars
do is capitalise on their popularity among
gullible admirers, It iz a pity that political
parties don't hesitate to field celebrities
with no prior experience in governance as
candidates in elections just becouse of

their popularity and ability to win a poll,
JAGDISH CHANDER, IALANDHAR

Boost for football in UP
Foctball i o sport that has long been ghven short
shrift in India. So, UP CM Yhgi Adityanath's plan
to build 18 foothndl staciumes acmoss the 18 com-
missariats in the state is a broath of fresh ale The
project will give a major boost to the beautiful
sport. The construction of Sxothall stediums will
& " aa
ples. As Nelson Mandda had onoe sakd, “Sport
his the power to change the workd. ... It has the
powar to unite poople in o way that litthe else
cloes" The TP ChMhas donewell io recognise the
importance of promoting L

AVINASH GODBOLEY, DEWAS (MP)

Letiors 10 the Edor. antun should not exceed the 200-word lma.
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Time to get real

The chief economic adviser is right in forewarning
about markets’ excessive influence on policy discourse

HE NEXUS BETWEEN finance and growth,orcapital markets and
the real economy, has been long debated. Historically, over long
terms extendingintodecades,economiesand markets broadly fol-
thelatter Lem]ud tobe forward-

looki I factorin historical economic
d.atausuallyam«dthalagm;mnm-- [ thet bel
vedt jes,especiallywhen ret-
il e f 1 dtolament
’luw’ rctail panldpatlun infinancial ma.rkats,and how thcythereﬂure are
..m..l.«. B ywih and. ! value cre-
arinn the burst of speed wit} h retail ac lati capital

malketam-ihaswmduﬂatc,mntrlhudng ingood measuretothemark-
etsoutgrowing the real economy, has now been greeted with notes of caution,

Chief economic adviser (CEA) V Anantha Nageswaran said recently that
whmthemarhtbmumcﬁhugucrlhmh" (about 1.4 times in Indi
now),itis natural but not necessarily ble, that the considerations and
priorities of the market influence the policy discourse, Such "financialisa-
tion', he warned, results in "unprecedented levels of public and private sec-
tor dl.‘ht some visible to regulators and some not, make economic growth
o lentan continued increases inasset prices to ufﬂmtthulmrage that
ha!huiltup,and henceamassive surge in inequality”,

A day later, Reserve Bank of India deputy gmrnnrMichael Debabrata
Patra, however, reiterated that “awell-functioning financial market is a pre-
requisite for resource allocation and exploiting growth chential" Aprocess
of rebuilding of the (fall Ireaclybegun,
and the sector is likely to remain the primary net lenders to the economy in
thecoming decades (too), Patra opined. Thereis no denying that India’s mas-
sive in upgrade will have to be financed mainly by households,
rather than {uncertain) external capital Higher retail role in financial markets
is insynewith this formulation, so is a rise in the working-age population,

The retall surge in India's capital markets, however, coincided with a
plungein Imu-‘elmld {'inancial savings, aml a tlend lmeald.-l ph)"-icala_-lhet
mzauun on i lso beer level
of l 1 i lemi ‘u—uarhnrthmabuutufpnm_
pl:r]tym imed i h, the influx of | idual investors in the
miarkets appears to have, tcalal@e uant,bwndue to households takinga
lnee-jerk reaction Ifing therm, Innlherwmdlgitwa!adehper-

ate move by thel hold tojoin thel

India,which was ywunmmg in profits” in splendid isolation. The United
States'stock market may hugely outy not just its domestic economy,
but I ketsof fast-growing i “IMIndla(anitdldinZOZB),
but Incliaisn't s leged! bout“a financial-

s s
istion trap" andtheunpruwdenwd[andpardyindnihld Indian debt merits
serlous attention. 1‘hc-.tepuin thelatest Budget to dampen emergcnt retail
lllll-'|= i3 v

being impl | I | by the market mgu]aturto curb
unwar among retail i signal the CEA's caution
didn’t come too -:arly However, these need to be complemented with policy
changes thatwill alter resource allocation in the economy, ina way that bol-
ster the capacity of the household sector,

a;ld

Tame your inbox by
thinking like a monkey

IF YOURE CONFRONTING an mdlegsstldngnfunmadenuug afteralong weekend
orsummer lﬂc&tlﬂll a gar e A

anmlmdhagthell)llbnnk(mm ..v,byL' versity o Chil o beh
Ipler, I' Jooked atmy h Emall,
wmmMMrﬁrlpdm'l s gy o by the rules of domi hich |
I vl -:wph‘y
Monkeys spenda greatdealof hingwhostandswhere in the social

hlerarchy whnh&mumthhﬁtﬁwﬂmdthemﬂtumlwz mateﬂ andwhn
fur, Hurmnans als theh hat
mdn,whetlnrql home, at work or online,
The book popped into my mind last week when I read an article in the Wall Street
ﬁmnmfakm dreaded post-su it il pile-up, Some peopl

Imhy inth ssection, that

1d afford: ||nan|n ;nur
face autoreply or lannre ma.ilmqumu fmmcnumsum clients, nrcuntnmcn
Andindeed, there's always an uneven burd
WA medllnghnmthen.-dplem;thmmunnftm
reciplent relative to thesender dictateswhether and
for how long such a request ean be ignored.
Usually, the person who wants something must
si‘sand maore time on the exchange. That's because
ey're | ikely bower-status primates. When | email
experts asking to interview mum Itend to spend
moretl
thian o post- -doctoral fellows hungr;c'fauI pu'hllo:ltyI
After one such {successfull) exchange, Maestrip-
ferl told me emall makes everyone more approach-
ahle, so people in positions of poveer are Ileta'th

tintheset
h, krh Iy th ki A

FD FLAM

slaomerg

L 1
erful. 5o the burden to impress s on the sender,
In hls book, he uses an mmple fmm his Mmyday!l.fa requests from students,

\o\ﬂll]eparmfhigklb.. den is still on them
him — tmmhecamfully whhnm typos. He,on dmn(hm hand,lm plentynflmway in
when hewri ds i th,

"
Farme, theinbe Af-recrimination over. aﬂmdafml[ Imposed
spany: newsletters andQu'hstackj;ostsandmhmthlngs[whhl'dfnundtlmetnmad
ll after gnl(lng these out, yourre 1t|llleﬁ with an overwhelming inbox of requests
keep n. lower-r P One

nr.‘ednn(spel d he request anddecidingwhetherit’s

e — lckreply.

It takes more effort to manage emails imm someane alm us in the hierarchy,
Maestr 'I ieri you' mecre i hoss
you can't afford to Ignmv.- Then the pmhlem isn't o Inbox — It's your job,

Hut emalls from higher-status primates aren’t always a nulsance. Sometimes
they're oppartunities The trickiest emalls are those where the status relationship is
unclear. Consider an independent consultant dealing with requests from clients or
customers. (r two cnumgues trying tn mm'lue a dispute. Who's in charge? In those
canes, Ithﬁpsli}wu high riph "l'h..um
arl from i dith e

Fru.qtralinn wllh oo many emalls u'lually arlw_gwa aAsELTE, because they take

Butth that they'relo
respondents asking for more time than we think they deserve, They're going to test
what they can get away with — that's part of the game,

The good news bs that, while other prlmamtmd to bite and cdlaw. atcach ather
under W can y e it
— llke humour,a great toal to denemmslm

‘We can alsolook at the game from outside. We can't opt out

nosocial

M 2024, EUROPE has clocked

the largest number of hours
when electricity prices have

been negative in the wholesale
market. This literally means that
there Is excess supply and that power
d have to pay th lan
mmpanlen to evacuate the surplus
power, Negative prices, however, are
nothing new In Europe and have been
eeported for about 15 years. t's just
that the frequency has gone up and Is
now plagulng more countrles in addi-
tion to Germany which has wi d

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRE
® GROWTH MOMENTUM

Reserve Bank of India Governar Shaktikanta Das

Data shows that the fundamental growth
drivers of the economy are gaining
mamentum. This gives us the confidence to say

that the Indian growth story remains intact

® LESSON FROM EUROPE
GROWTH IN RENEWABLE GENERATION HAS TO BE IN TANDEM WITH THE ECONOMICS OF BATTERIES

A negative power price pickle

SOMIT DASGUPTA

Senior isting fellow ICRIER, and former member

1), Cantral Electricity

¥

Eleetricity prices In the wholesale
mal'kel would be wzr}' different 1{ stnr

30%s, They can operate within a large
temperature range and can he
h d/dlsch times more

agel i wemtn Iy
viable today. Alth have

d to lithium, Sodium batter-

this phenomenaon In the past. Negative
prices, however, may not mean a
bonanza for retall consumers since
thelr tarifis may be locked in long-
term agreements,

There are several reasons for the
low (or negative) price for electricity;
the most important is that there has
been a phenomenal growth in renew-
able generation, especlally solar and
wind. In addition to this, generation
from hydro and nuclear plants has also
been good, The installed capacity of
solar plants has doubled from 201910
2023 as the capacity in Europe went
up from 119 glgawatt (Gw)to 263 Gw,
Apart from the increase In supply,
there has been a fall in demand due to
amild winter which means less elec-
tricity s demanded for space heating,
Successful adoption of energy conser-
wvation measures has also contributed
to the fall in demand, The decline In
demand is stark on weekends due to
the closure of some Industrial fcom-
mercial establishments, The massive
growth in renewable capacity has
ensured that the share of renewable
sourees to total generation has reached
A4, The share of solar and wind alone
Is about 27% of the total, and wind
generation has surpassed gas for the
first time, There has been a noticeable
fall In generation from fossil fuels,
which has led to a decrease in carbon
ermiaslons from the power sector,

come down dlastically tfmm almost
S800/unitin 2013 to about $140/unit
In 2023),therelsstill alongway to go. To
putit insimple terms, the levellsed cost
of electricity in respect of batterles is
about ¥7 per unit in the Indian context,

ies ave not hazardous since they are not
liable to catch fire, unlike lithium,
Lithium has other drawbacks; for
example, such batteries use minerals
like cobalt, nickel, and graphite which
suffer from supply chain issues,
Cobalt, incid rated in

which means that it Is still quite exy
sive for large-scale adop-
thon, Recently, there was a
case where the levellsed Acl i

the Democratic Republic
of Congoe and there are
fanciful an‘a] highli

C

especially for long distances,

To come back to the topic of elec-
tricity prices turning negative, what
emerges |s that renewable generation
has become a victim of its own enthu-
slasm, Due to the lowering of whole-
sale prices, profit marging are getting
thinner and investments in the renew-
able sector is slowing down in Europe,
The moral of the story is that growth in
renewable generation hastobe in tan-
dem with the economics of batteries,
It's not really a chicken and egg story,
and a fall in battery prices are a pre-
condition for adding to renewable
capacity and not the otherwayaround,
Adopting fanclful targets, in lsolation,
like tripling of renewable capacity by
2030 (as done at the COP28) without
looking at the cost of batteries just
does not make sense,

Finally, batteries are not the only
form of storage, We also have pumped
storage plants (P5Ps) and gas-based

though they may not be
viable in all countries, India is a good
example where there are very few
f

ing PSPs (appre

i pring loltation of labo
fobout € poruni Acss. _targets,inisolation, 11f ST 2 m(‘.....‘;'
ally, it Is all a function of like tripling of Desplte all the advan-
L\:w!:ouch d.e;‘rlzking :na renewable capacity tages lnf 10 E‘m A
en done 2 0 nisa- 1 -
tion Isulln?%‘h‘eten’g:r.ﬁﬁy by 2030 (as done Ies rule the roost. Partly
percelved risk would be at the COP28) the reason is that lthium
hedged,increasingthecost  without looking  barteries have had a head
of ﬂ][:;ll'asl.‘. ot I beaiad at the cost of :I(tar;' and hawj.- the‘benla-
@ authar is temp e of economies of scale,
to digress a bit and men- b:m m.:k]::::::‘ Incidentally, both

tlon a few words about

competing battery tech-

nologies, Today, the market is
dominated by lithlum-lon batteries.
Lithium as a resource Is concentrated
In a few countries and when it comes
to processing, it Is largely confined to
China. This ralses serlous supply chain
Issues. As an alternative to lithium-
based batteries, we have the sodium-
Ion batteries and sodium batteries
have several advantages over lithium
ones, Sadium s avallable in abun-
dance, unlike lithium, Sodium batter-
Ies ave cheaper than lithium by about

lithium and sodium-

based batteries are simi-
larindesign and hence any-
ane making lithium ones can switch to
sodium without much effort, Some
reports peg the market value of
lithium batteries at §270 billion In
2030, whereas the corresponding
value of sodium is only $920 million,
Lithium batteries have a higher eneegy
density, meaning that for storing an
equivalent amount of energy they will
besmallerinslze compared to sodium,
Consequently, lithium s more appro-
priate for use in transport vehicles,

) as well as a very lim-

Iled aval]ahlllty of domestic gas for
power generation, Gas, of course, can
be imported butit's nm emmmlcall)l
viable given the high price of this
reaource ininternational markets, One
may like to add green hydrogen as
another medium for storage but,
unfortunately, it is no more thana con-
cept as of now, quite contrary to the
optimism that Is being generated,
Green hydrogen Is diffleult to produce,
difficult to store, and difficult to trans-
port, apart from a host of other issues,
So0,as faras India isconcerned, we have
1o rely mainly on batteries, and guess
who we will be dependent on for this?
The answeris China,which is the world
leader in not enly lithium-based bat-
terles but sodium batterles as well.

Viewws are pavsonal

Gig economy crying for support

JAMAL MECKLAI

CED, Mecklai Financial
wwwmeckia.cam

The govt needs to extend initiatives which focus on
the needs of individual workers and ensure that the

other side of the equation — capital —

does its part

IT IS MORE than clear to everyone that
India's primary economic need isto.cre-
ate jobs, The election results conflrmed
as much and the government has come
throughwithasetof proposals — incen-
tives for employers and employees, an
apprenticeship programme, and the
like. While these are good initial steps,
thelreffectiveness is yet tobeseenand |
am sure that over time they will be tuned
to start to delivervalue.

However, there ks another huge win-
dowwhich ksgaping open and crying out
for support — this Is the gig economy,
Separate studies by the Nitl Aayog and
BCG Indicate that the medium-term
potential of gig work in India is 70-90
million jobs, from today's seven-eight
million gig workers; im portantly, gig
workers today are mostly young, which
ks the specifle cohaort that the economy
needs to reach, This could be a signifi-
cam foree for gmwth I!D(‘ eatimates

yl. inth
Iongl\m pmidedslgmlksunmamg
reasonable income and, importantly,
soclal benefits like pald leave, accldent
and health insurance, and pensions,

I'was chatting with a Uber driver one
day lastweek, He told me that he makes,
after expenses, 1,000 to ¥1,500 a day.
H.elwnrlu 2‘5"53"3 0 hours a_day,dwhEh is

His earnings, which range between

the workers so that they are not as

gow:mmmt in R.a;an(han which han

¥4 and ¥5 lakh a year, pare quite
well with the median income in Mum-
Bal which Is around €35 lakh a year, as
alsowith an estimate of the cost of liv-
ing forasingle person (againabout €3.5

loltative. Already, the Europea
Llnlon (EU) has drafred labour rules
under whlch gls wnrkerq could be

h right:

¥
pens Iom, paid le.we, and wm'kplace

accident Is the fiest EU

hkha)‘mr] Itheuw.-« vithhis 1
g— dthers isat

least one nther earnjng

member, they would be,

country that has enshrined these rules
in law with food delivery
companles  having to

relatively speaking, rea- P ——— employ their courlers as
sanablywell off. Indeed, it~ To make gig work  staffatter three months,
%uldvg:ymﬂb«:‘hlmhand more sustainable, . Eri[lkl"l‘ E'nllum'hla_h:u
begun Investing In the e govemmant LR e s
eqﬁity malﬁu _g mutual should reframe the minimum wagﬂ — 20%
funeds sahi hai — theough  rules governing the  higher than the regular
{1 latf that minimum wage to address
plans, which Is providing by fit — or are the time gaps between gigs
the wind beneath the — for gig workers; signifi-
wings of Indlan equities, looking to profit — cantly,thiswage ks indexed
More power to him and  from the workers  to inflation, Singapore is
his breed, s0 that they are not unsurpelsingly beacing for
Of course, there Is no ploitative complex safety net rules,
timeoff,andifheisfecling 3% ®XPI0 The US, of course,

recently | duced alaw designed to
provide soclal security and welfare ben-
efits to gig workers In the state. All gig
warkers and aggregators need to regls-
ter under the Act, which envisages a
soclal security fund fereated by a cess of
1-2% on all platform-based transac-
thons), which will be used to provide gig
workers with benefits, including accl-
dent and health insurance, maternity
benefits, gratulty, pension, etc,

The roll-out will need to be carefully
titrated to, on the one hand, build in
benefits like inflation-Indexing and, on
the other, to make sure it doesn't lead
toa Seattle-like situation of prices get-
ting out of hand and demand collaps-
ing. In terms of feasibility, | note that
revenues at Swiggy, which has about
300,000 delivery partners, were
approaching 10,000 crove last year;
204 of this works out to over €6,500 per
glg worker, which Is a respectable
amount to fund certaln benefits — my

undertheweather hesim-
ply has to forgo his earnings. For more
serious lllness, the government does
provide cover and although it comes
withall theattendant difficulties of gov-
ernment services, it could provide some
1t.a'h|1|lytn hlg]lfr.- and welfare,

remains: toreclas-
sificatlon, although some states and
reglons have struck out on their own, On
the flip side, some experiments —
notably, in Seattle — have resulted ina
huge increase in the cost of take-out
orders, creatln}fham fc:r cust‘nme{n,

work i

when he reaches €2,500 he quits early.
He'd been driving Uber for five years and
seemed quite happy with the job,

the gnwm;;!:n( should reframe the
rules governing the platforms that
prafit — orare loaking to profit — from

E EDITOR

Flawed growth metrics

“india‘s growth in a sweet spat” (FE,
September 5) presents an optimistic
picture of the growth in GOP, But ane
fails to understand how does it matter
to the majority. The much-hyped
grawwth fails to bring any change to
the livelihood of 81 crore people.
Food inflation, unemployment, and
Jjob loss continue to dominate the

the ground. Public sector

primatescan, But it's more fun to playwhen we see it forwhat itls,

banks earning thousands of crores of

rupees by slapping penalty for failure
to maintain minimum balance in
accounts speak of the real plight of
the have-nots, At the same time, itis
said, the country Is preducing one
billionaire every five days. Perhaps all
that is being counted as growth
pertain to the affluent and not related
to the unprivileged who are destined
to depend on freebies and free rations
for another five years, The system of
measuring growth seems to be
misguided like calculating per capita

V!
rules were meant to help,

Remarkably, there has been an
extremely creative Initiative by the state

income which includes the income of
the rich. India needs a scientific
system of measuring growth that
reflects the ground reality,

AG , Anantapur

Attracting FDI

"Competing for FDI" (FE, September
&) rightly stated the need fora
Jjudicious central policy far ensuring
that foreign direct investrnent goes to
all the states for equitable growth and
to aviold interstate disparities. Itis

ys £2,500 per persen fora
very gnnd health Insurance package,
Gavernment investment of a like
amount could certainly create a com-
plete and sustainable package,

The central government needs to
plck up and extend initiatives like this,
which focus on the needs of individual
workers — the future of India, really —
and ensure that the other side of the
equation — capital — does its part,

Important to not only attract financial
capital but also the latest machinery,
technology, and trained persannel
from other countries, For this, the
states must ensure ease of doing
business, reform of land and building
nofms, power supply, skilled labour,
raww material, infrastructure, locational
advantages, hunger for industrial
grawth, and conducive law and order.
KC Sharma, New Delhi

Wit 10 us at feletterexpressindia com

N.eyd M DL - um.u,fus 05, NI, No. 26750,/ 74, Printad and Published by R.C. Malhatra on behalf of The indian Express (F) d and printed at Th indian Express (7) Lid Press, A-B, Sector-7, Neida - munundpnhluhadn Thie Incfian Express (P] Ld, Mezzanine Flacr, Exprass Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar

. (Caver price:

#12, Sat & Sun #12; Aaipur; MarcFri 412, Sat & Sun $12) Chairman af the Baard: Viveck Goenka, [

Inlian Express {F) Ltd All ights reserved,

inany manner, ek atherwis,

financialexp.epaprine. @ &

in part, withaut priar writter permm.un is prahibited, The Finarcial Express®

Neaw Dalhi

News urder the PRE Act) ECopyright: The



4+.bl - think

the I1i|1dublL

nessline.

FRIDAY - SEFTEMBER 8, 2004

Welfare platform

Cilg workers” e-shram envolment must be stepped up

T

he Gentre recently has urged stepping up
enrolment of unorganised sector workers in
the e-shram portal, while also stressing that

‘platform workers' be accorded emphasis in this
regard. The e-shram portal, which was launched in
August 2021, has enrolled about 300 million workers,
which is an impressive achievement. It suggests that
about 75 per cent of the unorganised sector
workforee (which in turn accounts for about 80 per
cent of the total workforce) has been enrolled.

POCKET

However, there

less certainty on
whether the promised benefits (pension, i
insurance and accident insurance) are
provided without the beneficiaries or their
kith and kin running from pillar to post,
According to a statement in the Lok Sabhain
April 2023, 2704 crove was allocated for the
period FY20-25 for unorganised workers'
welfare schemes, of which T418 crore was
disbursed till March 2023, This does seem
underwhelming, considering the numbers
enrolled. The policy focus on platform

worke! those who use the ‘platform®
provided by an online aggregator— arises

from their fast growth in the post-Covid
years, coinciding with the growth of internet
digital payments in urban

A lidentity as entreprencurs
and workers gives rise to the apprehension
that they may miss out on social security
benefits, At present, it is not clear what
proportion of such workers are enrolled on
the e-shram portal, as the portal does not
provide details in this regard. A drive to
persuade aggregators to-enrol workers is
called for. At present, even the number of
sich workers-cum-entrepreneurs remains a
mystery, The NITI Aayog study citesa f

of 7.7 million for ‘gig workers® (w
actually implies all casual labour) as of about
three years ago, when it seems to imply
platform workers.

Assuming that this is just an error of
terminology, the number of platform
workers is expected torise to 23.5 million by
2029-30, making up 6.7 per cent of the
non-agricultural workforce, against less
than 3 per cent today. The Periodic Labour
Force Survey makes an attempt, but it
remains imprecise. Another way to figure
out the number of platform workers is
through the welfare board route, Here, the
aggregator enlists the service providers with
the board, a5 Rajasthan and Karnataka have
envisaged, with a view to deducting a cess
out of the transaction fee for welfare
purposes,

However, the e-shram exercise should
move towards providing uniform welfare
services for all categories of ‘gig’ or
unorganised workers, Platform workers
should not be excluded from well-run
services suchas PDS, simply because they
happen to own an asset. Such categories of
exclusion across schemes, such as
Ayushman Bharat or its equivalent, should
be revisited, But at the outset, abetter
dataset of the number of gig and platform
workers must be made ble by
conducting a comprehen urvey. And,
the poor offtake of benefits thus far must be
looked into,

RAVIKANTH

- "It learnt to play Chess! It learnt to play Go!
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It learnt to play with my money!"”
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Credit growth:
getting it right

YIELD CURVE, Credit growth shouldn't go
far beyond that of nominal GDP, banks must
not be pushed into risky lending, appraisal and
monitoring mechanism must be upgraded

CRANGARAJAN
BSAMBAMURTMY

redit growth, though not
sufficient, is a necessary
condition for cconomic
growth,
But credit or money

1

Micro prudential regulation may be

beyond a level can b
An analysis of bank credit growth over

the last two decades (b

essary, New risksare lurking inthe
comer om account of transition to net
o i d this necds

September 5;

proactive response 5o as toaveld nasty

Turtpsy ftinyaerd I
ers lessons to regulators,
policymakers and lenders.
Some economists argue that bank
credit growth of 16-18 per cent is
nd which alone
jes in credit portfolios may
build up. The RBI has projected real
GDP growth of around 7 per cent and
the central point of inflation target is 4
per cent. The experience of bank credit
rowth over the last two decades
indicates that credit growth beyond
nominal income growth may end up in
high credit losscs, Besides the banking

LESSONS FOR GOVERNMENT
Firstly, the government should realise
that mere increase in bank credit by
itseld will not deliver higher GDP ona
consistent and sustainable basis, As
mentioned earlier, high credit growth far
beyond nominal GDP may end up in
Iu:f}c eredit bosses subsequently and also
aid inflationary pressures.

Secondly, rr'arﬂ:onnmygnmhand
credit growth are bi-directional,
Economic slowdown would amplify

o finance high risk infrastructure
finance needs to be examined, Costand
time overruns are endemic. The Gati
Shakti programme has been trying to
address these issues, but there ks still a
long way togo,

Fifthly, the Department of Banking
may spell out broader strategic
abjeetives of credit growth and real
economy needs and leave governance
and regulation issues to the RELand
make the boards ac bl

i WO-NDE
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During 2003-08, the ratio of credit
rowth to nominal GDP growth was as
ighas 2.2. Of course, this period also

witnessed very high GDP growth of over
9 per cent — for three years
consecutively. But high NPAs followed
which eroded some of these gains. This
induced a long pause of low eredie
growth (201220, lower GDP growth. It
isnecessary to navigate credit growth
road pominal GDP growth. Asa gulde,
bank

LESSONS FOR LENDERS

There s need to relook at “risk pricing”.
The experience of the past one decade
shows that some of the Infrastructure
sectors like steel and construction had

credit losses. Timely fiscal i

system, well-rated corp
nen-bank sources like debt mutual
funds, insurance companies, ECB,
NBFC, ete. As of now, warning signal
st be sounded when the credit
growth crosses nominal i

ar sary,
Thirdly, n:’l‘urmofnnyﬂcclurshoultl
encompass the entire value chainas
otherwise it would hamper the quality of
credit growth, For example, power

i i lated but not the

Secondly, itisimportant to have
better understanding of interplay of
monetary policy, fiscal policy, credit
growth, investment rate and their
impact on real economy growth. Thisis
essential as each of these policies has s
own objectives and targets. Economist
Adam Tooze suggested, there is need for
overarching intelligence that help
connect all the dots and guide better
policymaking, Regulators need to
moderate cven sectoral excesses
through regulatory intervention,

“Thirdly, there ks concentration of
credit expansion, Just five banks
account for 60 per cent of incremental
credit growth during the last few years.

essential input, namely, coal, As the
Supreme Court had cancelled coal block
licences, the viability of the entire power
sector and other related sectors like
steel was in jeopardy, leading to huge
credit losses for lenders,

Fourthly, pushing commercial banks

The temptation to
push credit growth far
beyond real economy
growth and certainly
nominal credit growth
needs to be resisted

impaired credit of nearly 40 per cent of
lhkrf folio and thi s from
Tuge haircuts incurred ranging from
60-80 per oent.

‘Loss given default” is very high, over
80 per cent in many cases. Delay in
recognition and initiation of

d to ook at expected real GDP
growth and inflation, The temptation to
push credit growth far beyond real
coonomy growth and certainly nominal
credit growth needs to be resisted,

While the REI indicates projections
for GDP growth and inflation with
quarterly updates, it does not indicate
appropriate credit growth rate to help
achieve these objectives, Credit growth
forecasts are left to external
professional forecasters (about #0in
number) and they are mentioned in REI

corrective/resol action :mPIil'l.cu
Rrasad A thi b

avoided. The Insolvency and Bankruptey
Code (IBC) also needs an upgrade.

Lenders need to Invest adequate
resources, both digital and human, in
appraisaland monitoring. They should
invest in machine learning and Al tools
tomonitor and identify stress earky.
Intervention frameworks and models

1 vo be in place. Lenders shall des

ﬁ'wngmupﬂ'l Small and medium
Tenders shall r ml:(ol:arpral.ulnlblg
Tenders, Risk appetite shall be aligned 1o
inernal underwriting capabilities
besides owned funds and aggregane
credit, Banks need to bulld specialist
officer cadre across industries.

g rocredit
growth projections constant with GDP
and inflation projections, This would
Telp banks plan thelr resource
anilisalinn:m! draw upcredit plans
aligned to the real economy, Credit
growth of individual banks hinges on,
among other things, their capital
adequacy ratio, level of NPAs, risk
appetite, deposit growth and
governance mechanisms,

Concluded

Rangarajan b fomer Chaieman of the Economsg
hvriony Counc tathe Prime Miniizer and former
Gewtenod, Reserve Bank of kndia; and Sambamurthy s
formerly Director and CEO, IDRBT

Govt-civil society interface in development process

Our system must create several rural innovations, as some succeed and only some amongst them successfully scale up

PVS Suryskumar
M Srinivasan

are thus erucial. To enable innovations,
understanding the idiom and nuances of
development are of paramount
importance, especially in line
departments which interface rural

i “development and doles'

evelopment, simply put, is the
process of conti growth
i betterment, Governments
and civil society ane the chief
proponents and actors of development.
Private sector is also involved through
its foundations, It ks often civil society
which initiates path-breaking
development work, at a ground level,
because of its proximity and
understanding of communities.

It nakes necessary risks totry
something new, based on felt needs, at
rimes not even clearty articulated by
people and knowing fully well that the
intervention could take time to produce
results. The government usually comes
inlaterand scales up successful
exemplars, touching many lives. A
successful intervention is termed an
exemplar, when it delivers development
consistently.

Given the primacy of rural areas in
India, innovations are cructal for our
sustained growth. But the
‘give-and-take’ relationship between the
government and civil society is never
smooth because of the uncasy
power-play. Creating systems which
enable and promote rural innovations

;m: often erroneously linked. A few
nuances are discussed:

ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY
First, why are exemplars important for
development and wI:y should civil
society promote them? Exemplarsare
like route maps and they must be
perfect, Exemplars also act as goal posts
o light hl:ms. They I::mc tobe

INNOVATION. Must be facilitated

People’s processes ane not factory

give primacy to non-negotiable
processes and not the champion
[person]. ;

Fifth, governments and civil society
must interact more often. India prides
itself in its civilisational rivers and ¢
venerated kil mela, which come
once in 12 years, Government must
instinutionalise forims for frank
exchange of ideas and its machinery
must learn toimmerse ivself in civil
soclety's thought processes like kumbl

las,
Fimally, fireflies have been fascinating

humanity since times immemorial.

Besides, these aesthetic insects pollinate

people’s p pation.
Without them development doesn't
beginand can't be sustained.

Also, redundancy in development
interventions isa normal phenomenon.
Cur system must, therefore, enable
spawning of several rural innovations, as
some succeed and only some amongst
them successfully scale up.

While governments

P What worksinap cgion
may not work elsewhere as exemplars
are embedded in a specific socio-cultural
miliew, This awareness and anatomy of
an exemplar can help their scaling up.
Third, if cxemplars cannot be scal
upwhy put efforts? This is a wrong
question and every developing country
must embrace the axion ‘may a
th i il bloom' and enable

exemplars at a ground level, the
question Is: should it be dolng that?
Government’s competency is best used
in scaling up exemplars for the masses,

Second, can all successful rural
interventions be scaled up? The answer
is in the negative and there are many
FEAsONS,

them happen.
Fourth, what is essential for scaling up

and keep check. In Japan, they
are culturally significant because they
highlight beauty and impermanenec at
the same time, But these sensitive
insects are being threatened by loss of
their habitat and light pollution across
the world.

Exemplars in development are like
fireflies, bringing beauty and hope ofa
pristine environment. Without hope
there is no development, which can be
ushered kn only when all agencies work
in unison and in this order, civil society,

of an exemplar? People, processes anda
socio-cultural setting are ingredi
an exemplar.

For scaling, separating the processes
frrom persons is cructal. Operational
guidclines for scaling exemplars must

[ and private sector,
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Twank page policy
Apropos Incentives for vehicle
scrappage need o be better’ (Sept 5),
the Centre's anncuncement to
extend cash discounts of 153 per
cont through automakens o the
buyers of newvehicles after
serapngt hatir okl oS with & view
toreducing £O2 embssion is
wkcarmi. But th deeount that i
proposed to be offered appears

regh rapping facilties needs
to be increased from the exiting 63
o 500, comvering all major cities and
v for easy acoess by all vehicke
owrsers. With Automated Vehicle
Fitness becoming mandatory (rom
October 1, focus must be onstricter
implementation of the palicy.

RV Baskaran

Chares

pretty low, T apers of
e vehiches inlbew of cid ones, the
discount mut be in the 8-10 per cent.
Fange and be in force for frve years for
bath commercial ard passenger
vehickes. The volume of applcations
received under Voluntary Vehicle
Modernaation Programme i not

gearup
It refers to Rabways” shift away from
Tuturistic projects is aconcern’
(September 5). Trying to bl vacant

Inst. s fromthe
Rarbyrary Mirsater. It was shocking that
wee Faied in our negotiation with
Alstomand cancelied the tender of
N0 aluminiuam traing altogesher, it
wiark amisch needed project with
miultiple benatts, Safety of

al yiepsas

somathing in return, i missing in

per the ke, Sometimes th b
politicalimvohement too while
deabng with recovery in big loan
brackets. Unfortunately, inour
courtry, there is no fiem pursshment
for cheronic and wilful defaulters and

research done by /
institutions and hence they need not
pay Goods and Services Tax (G5T)
The Directorate General of GST
Inteligence (DGGI), which ssued
notices seeking GST on Research

and i #0, both
should be addressed simultanecusly,
Bl Govind
ot

Bad loan recovery
Apropos Haircuts under 1B jumpta
685 on delay In reschution’

Butcmatic raibway PrOLECTON systems
after a fharry of accidents s rather
unfiortunate. The turtle pace at which

q ging T of

t ystems are being

(Sep 5), banks

have to close their stressed loan
accounts by accepting reduced
Amounts compared to outstanding
duesfor different reascns after

for those bank

for purpases other than sanctioned
reatond, The IBC i certainky a handy
scheme to resobve big defaulter loan
accounts prenided the time taken s
ot uneeasonably lorg,

Grants, should

Institutions ke 1175 could pay crores
s indifect ta It i mcontenable. Of
course, it i encouragng Eo leann That
the Education Mintstry i not happy

withithe notices. That sakd, there

L ATDL Ter: Raghuric

Katuru Durga Prasad Rao should be a mechanism to erure
Hydersbad that the money allocated for

research departments is used well
GST on research grants Accourtabaity and responsibiity
The ar ticke “Stifling % cannot b P dat any cost
(Seprember 5)drove home thepost S Ramakrishnasayee
that conslderation, meaning Charmsl

atl SN - T
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Wayanad and deforestation

The tragic disaster was more due to freak rainfall

—
M Dimesh Kumar
A Narayanamoorthy

wragedy hit theee villages

located in the foothills of the
Western Ghats in Wayanad, A
humungous volume of runoff that
flowed down the hills caused o
herrific landslide,
le there is no denying that
anad reglon had wit
sed ecological disturbances
during the past couple of decades
mostly associated with tourism,
quarrying and road building, the
billion dollar question is whether
this great tragedy had been caused
by such activities,

There are no empirical studies
from around the world to show
that the activities swch as those
mentioned above can always
cause landslides of such
magnitude. In this case, the two
hills with thick vegeration that
came crushing did not witness
any infrastructure development,

The second controvers:

I n the early hours of July 30,

maps for western Ghat region.
Much hype had already been
ereated about the c|u~n|sn:|~'m..l
by the W
Expert Panel (W
The panel had 1l|nn~d that no
infrastructure development
should be allowed inaround 35
per cent of the Ghat region, which
acconding to the report is
ecologically maost sensitive.

But the point is that there is no
sclentific data that links the
occurrence of landslides to

enthe
nensity

. |Inpslsaslhc
causeof increasing landslides in
the region, need to be verified. So
Tetus now focus on & hazard
mapping of the entire region,
considering the rainfall, frs
intensity, soil characteristics,

Tandd cover, the factors that
actually influence the occurrence

of landslides.

The third controversy is about
the effectiveness of the carly
warning system. Some argued
that the IMIYs rain forecast was
oo vagu When the IMI? kssued
“orange” abert (indicating a rainfall
of 100-206mm during 24 hours),
the actual rainfall that the Ir'.u.ul\'
spot witnessed was much higher,
around 532mm in 48 hours,
warranting a ‘red alert”, But what
we often i;,nun. s that for a region
which receives 3,500 mm rainfall |
onan average ina year, an ‘ora
alert will not create much anxiety
among the local people,

WAYANAD. Large-scale
devastation »

Probably what would have
macde a difference is a warning
Isswed on the basis of the
‘cumulative rinfall’ that the anca
recelved over a period of sa
weekor so. So thereisa ne
work on the eriteria for lssulng
warnings.

URATE FORECAST

That said, is there a scope for
improving the accuracy of
weather forecasts? The western
at reghon witnesses wide

C
wariation in rainfall within a short

distance (inthecast-west
direction) given the sharp
differences in altiude, Therefore,
predicting the rainfall with some
degree of accuracy becomes
extremely complex,

Many talk about real-time
monitoring of weather and wider
dissemination of the data. But this
data needs to be processed along
with several other da ts—
land use, slopes, sil characteristics
and moisture conditions, to say
somiething about the runoffand
the kinetic energy of the flowing
water. Even when all these are
done, the local people should be
able to relate to the highly
technical data,

While law-enforeing agencies
should act against illegal sand
mining and quarrying, putting the
blame of such weather-induce
disasters on cutting of trees and
mining, based on half-baked
knowledge, is not correct. Even
the knowledge of the extent 1o
which trees can stabilise hill
slopes is often insufficient. When
the slopes become unstable with
several days of continuous rains,
thousands of trees that the soils
hold were washed away.

Soletus evolve a pragmatic
pproach for protecting the
Western Ghats based on scientific
knowledge.

Kurmar b Exsouthe Director of the Intitute for
Resource Analysis and Policy (IRAF),
Hyderabad. Narayanamoorthy i formes
fulh-time Membser (Cfficial). CACP. Views.
expressed are personal
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Govt considering 100 pc FDIin pension sector

While foreign direct investment is 54
mnark, D in the persion sector oo
bt self. A strong opinio
F

strugg

t O should be allowed in the g

ing to get chose to the halfway
he full distance in the

entry of new persion fund managers (PFMs).

ADB pegs grnmh at5.4-7.1 pc
ank has pegged Inda's econ P

during AG\“ 05, lorwer than B.2 per cent attained Last fric:

ption of a decling in farm output. The growth projection is

bl with those forecast by IMF (6.5:7.2 per cent), NCAER (8.5:7.2 per

ICRA (6.6-6.7 per cent), Crisil (5.

compar.
cent), IEG (6 per cen
(6 per cent)

rowth at 5.4-7,1
maindy on

56 per cent) and CMIE

Scheme to revive 3 sick PSUs approved

The povernenent has approved a package of revival of three public sector rail

SMITAROY TRIVEDI

ork' was supposed 1o
I our emancipation: 1
apeak for a generation
of women who
Telieved that 'belng
employed' offered economic securityto
women and a greater say in the nan's
world. We were brought wp by women,
wha ingrained ambition is us, believing
cconemic freedom was mrdmr that
opened the room to “equa

We thought economic u'mpm\ erment
will give us the agency to raise our voice,
determine our actions, and be
independent. Work hard, prove your
mettle, give your blood and swea to the
organisation, and you get the place at the
table. The RG Kar incident reminded us
wee were living ina fool’s paradise,

‘Women all over the country, from
villages tocities, from film studios to
corporate offices, wondered if a doctor
“on duty’, in one the busiest hospitals,
would be raped and murdered Inthe
most grucsome way possible, isany one
of us safe? Or are we left vo the whims of
perpetrators who may have any reason
for using sexual violence against us:
from our clothes, towhat we think, to
what we have raised our voice against.

‘The RG Kar rape and murder case, has
triggered continwous protests from the
civil soclery in the last 25 days. In one of
the most spontaneous of citizen
protests, the whole of Bengal, an;lrnxln
of India are on the strects, demanding
speedy and proper justice for the young
doctor brutalised and murdered on the
night of August 8-9,

The*Reclaim the night’ protest on
and continued protests from
o pratest both against the
sexual violence women continue to face,
aswellas the rampant corruption in
publicoffices and misuse of power. The
incident, the discourses surrounding it,
and the protests thereafter raise some
pertinent questions about women, their
safety and voice at the workplace.

LOW WORK PARTICIPATION

First, the lapses in workplace security
brought to forefront by this case show
that the dismal female labour
participation ratio in India is not an
accident. Ina country, where sexual
violenee is still seen as a women's fault,
violenee at workplace largely goes
unireported unless taking agruesome
form as it did with this case.

Iindia has one of lowest female labour
participation rates in the world. Female
abour participation is India in 2023
stood at 33 per cent, as against the world

think bl .5

'omen and workpl:

\

average of 49 per cent according to
World Bank data. With onlya third of

women at ‘workplaces’, we are tapping a

thiird of our potential.
The conditions of work remain

difficult for most women workers across

the nation, without access to basic

'he

‘maternity penalty’ women already face,

Second, the voice of the women at the
workplace is for long the unheard and
subjugated one, especially when they
speak up against injustice.

Women whistle-blowers, research
=I1.w\; face more retaliation than men.
"

This misplaced sense of ‘reputation’ is
adeeply entrenched and patriarchal
problem. Public offices are vulnerable to
corruption, and unless women
whistle-blowers are accorded the
protection and support power in terms
of special bodies designated to help, we

Facilities, Do
make the workplaces comp

ibleto

women: with access to clean washrooms,

i places, and regular, safe
lities?

curtail the worl
that i3 goin;
diserimination, in addition to the

g hoars for women,

The horrific RG Kar
Hospital incident i
proof of how unsafe the
workplace is for Indian

women and has forced us

to confront our deepseated

patriarchal views

florts 1o

the selution ks not to

lead o further forms of

form of s
am.l\lstlmu. is perhaps the one that
shocks women most and forces them
into silenee.

Wormnen who speak upagainst any
malpractice or highlight problems in the
workplace are often termed as
‘problematic’ and tarnishing the
‘reputation’ of the organisation, enough voice in our homes and

It ks a time-tested ploy that forced organisathons?
women intosilence over ages: from Especially inour workplaces, are
families to organisations, the burden of women protected from subjugationand
preserving the honour’ and ‘reputation’ harassment, and or blamed and silenced
seems to be of the woman whoraiscsher  when they raise issues, however, trivial
voice against the problem, not the or large? The first step to welcoming

nent  cannot rule out corruption from public
offices.

Today, as we continue to join candle
light marches secking justice in the RG
Kar incident, |L'lu¥|i§:gll the lampin the
cormers of our homes and offioes. From
our house helps to CEOs, board
members to homemakers, do they have

perpetrators, more women in our workplaces comes
I8 the ‘reputation’ of family, from making their voice heard.

organisation, city, state, country over

and above the laws of the land or The writer s an academician wha b 1pect a decade at

universal ethical considerations? o ietws are pevional

Quiet quitting: The new workplace plague

Asstha Tripathi
hile the ‘Great Resignation'
‘N ? has been extensively
discussed, anew
phmnnv,'nmllu:nmc — "quict

quitting”. Thist rl‘nd. mutn'an h\'

well-functioning organisation, these
sacrifices are often offset by benefits
such as increased social capinal,
well-being, and carcer advanceme:
However, the trend of quiet qui
indicates that ¢mplqn;¢s are

increasingly perceiving an imbalance in

similar factors that d
involves emp Ime;:[llmoutuflnsh
bqvnd:helt:sslgn luties and

this Employers are
demanding more from their workers
.:hnulumwm,g sulfh
conditic d

primary responsibili
inclined to work overtime,
or attend non-mandato

Though ‘quict quit ¥
initially pose a pm‘h]emhul for

g becomes less viable for
ividuals, quict quitting may
become amore [prevalent strategy.

Based on both niy own rescarch and

eview of existing liverature, I have
identified three evidence-based

strategies for employers to consider to

that Ismllmgw em-ml expma:-unm
acrucial competitive advantage. Many
jobs cannot be fully defined withina
formal job description or contract,
necessitating employees to take on
additional tasks as required. Therefi

P quict quitting.
REVISE JOB RESPONSIBILITIES

While acertain degree of job creepisa
natural ocourrence, the pandemic has

cm\'rbu.ltd this trend. Tasks once
fomal have become

it is not surprising that many leaders
have responded negatively to the quict
quitting trend.

While exerting additional effort can

expected cunlpuncnlsulrmpluwﬂ
roles.

Tio addiress this, managers should
reasses loyees' core job

ntly in return.

o employee needs. Creating a safe and

supportive environment where
employees feel valued and heard is
essentlal.

Leaders should consult with
employees to kentify targeted

investments. This may include
providing career development
opportunities, flexible work
AMTANGEMents, or transpanent
compensation structures.
EMPLOYEES. At the crossroads PRIORITISE CRAFTSMANSHIP
In conclusion, leaders can foster
paositive citizenship behaviours within
their teams without imposing an
unsustainable “hustle” culture that can
lead to burnout.
In a voxic workplace culture,
em loyees often feel compelled to
ake excessive tasks that can
m-,n:.wtyimpm their well-being.
However, when employees prioritise
In-hmwn thnlal!.:n with their

essential tasks and providing adequate
work-life balance, managers can
maotivate employees to perform at their
best while ensuring their well-being.

PRIORITISE LISTENING
Organisations must prioritise listening
toand investing in their employees. By
demonstrating genuine support,

com panies can mitigate the risk of

employee burnout and fc f Pe ivations and necds, these
citizenship, activities can be invigorating rather
Iire:imdnm]u:h): than burdensome.
employ HR anal

uwhl.clunc -0 nm(\sn\\.m:mm to ‘Tha weriter i assstindt Professor, Schesd of

wagon makers Brathwaite Company, Burn Standard Company and Bharat have personal costs for employees,ina  responsibilities. By focusing on gather g cand g data g Snudies, TiSS
Engineer
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EASY NOT SO EASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

01. Pass from one key into 01 Parous cake eaten hot O1.In a Friend it may be loud change to a different key (B) 01 A bungler is at home with ot buttered cake (&)

another (B) with butter (&) 07, Male bee will muake a mon
OF. Mabe of honey-bee (5) Q2. Night (8)

o CR RIS 03. Beasts lying-place (4)

country (7) 04, Saofft, debcate (6)

0%, Decency, propriety of Q5. Teem with rain (4) places (4)

conduct (7) 06. Allow (6) 12. Bewr

07, Rewritts
12. Glowing, shining (7) n
14, A quack remedy (7)

17, Jetty, wharf (4)
Coal-miner (T)
ke each other (7)

23. Beams supporting rails (8)

n plain language (7)
Cord-kke explosive (7)

acts polson (B)
S-cent piece (6)

08, Grief no different, coming from abroad (7)
09, Bacoming conduct breaks the code: curkous! (T)
10. Clifford and Lincoln were 1o provide

edicit

stonewark (4)

with coal (7)
21, Ourvisa o

22. Wipe out some

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2519

happédy at a rind for a change (7)

7 that s initially restricted by a mass of
18. Nothing left in relic maybe of one working
id be of assorted types (7)

of the
23. They may be lying wath the rails on top of them (8)

anous sound (5) 02. Sends out arcund the animal sh s it falls at might (8)
03, Beastly den the Scots will cover in mud (4)

04, It's not tough to offer it in payment (6)

05, Be Mum, and it will come down hard on ane (4)

06, Allow ane to tire PM cat (5)

07, Art movemant of 305 disd withait one being put in

plain |

wost run out of (7)

hguage (7)

11. Company tried out smokeless
13, How to donate n answer to posson (B)
t (&)

15, Wonder at first music Ravel composed (6)
16. Credit is repeatedly needed at a decish

sive (7)

£

an el

mar
19, T pages of a book may extend the table (4)
20.1s accurately adjusted to being faithdul (4)

a entraneous (5)

ACROSS 7. Filng cabinet 8 Demonstrate 12, Alpaca 14, Rotate 16. Corona 18 Skiffs 19. Principally 23. Motorscooters

DOWN 1. Mind 2. Frm 3. Agenda 4. Matter 5.

Visa 6. Mere 9. Emperor 10. Tearful 11. Mess 12, Arco 13 Can 15. Gak 17, Accest 18. Siphon 19. Pool 20, iron 21. Lute 22. Yard



