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Huge hanour: Indian writer Amitay Ghosh after receiving the Erasmus Prize at the Royal Palace in Amsterdam on November 26. &7

Amitav Ghosh tells the story of the past,
present, and with dread, the future

The writer has been honoured with the Erasmus Prize, 2024, for ‘imagining the unthinkable® In his novels and non-fiction, Ghosh has put down in

words the anthropometric nature of climate change. migration, colonialism, cultural possession and dispossession

Ramya Kannan

uring an interview with The

Hindu last year, Amitav Ghosh

was asked if he fanded

himself, s many have alluded
to him, as the Emperor of the East,
among novelists, His response is a true
insight into the core of Ghosh's
stupendous body of work: “I would say
it’s the other way around. The east is the
emperor of us.”

Among the pre-eminent authors
writing on subjects 'east’ and among the
early modern suthors to shred the
stereotype of the east as mystic and
chaotic, Ghosh tells the story as it was, in
the past; as it is, in the present; and with
trembling lips and a sense of dread, in the
future. It is suitable that the Praemium
Erasmianum Foundation decided to
award him the Erasmus Prize in 2024,
and the reasons for their decision are
precsely the compelling reasons for
reading Ghosh.

The citation reads: "He receives the
prize for his passionate contribution to
the theme ‘imagining the unthinkable', in
which an unprecedented global crisis —
climate change — takes shape through the
written word. Ghosh has debved deeply
into the question of how to do justice o
this existential threat that defies our
imagination.

His work offers a remedy by making an
uncertain future palpable through
compelling stories about the past. He also
wields his pen to show that the climate
crisis is a cultural crisis that results from a
dearth of the imagination.”

I ive oeuvre

In the many years since Ghosh started
writing, he has built up an impressive
oeuvre of work, in a social
consciousness that has seldom found
such consistent exposition in the works of
ome authaor. For his fans, both of his
writings and his politics, it is not a matter
of argument that Ghosh is indeed the
pre-eminent chronider of the east to
make an impact in recent times, Itisa
matter of deep faith for them.

The themes of Ghosh’s work, the
essays and historical novels, include the
anthropometric nature of climate change,
migration, colonialism, culharal
possession and dispossession, how trade
impacts the lives of people, and the havoe
that humanity's avarice has let loose upon
the world. Using polyphonic narratives,
or multiple perspectives to portray the
naturally rich diversity of his settings,
Ghish builds compelling stories that not
only draw the reader deep in, but also
keep them hooked, from start to finish,
even waiting with bated breath for the
next ook,

Studying the Sunderbans

Perhaps we should take our cue from the
Erasmus Prize and start with The Hungry
Tide, set in the tidal landscape of the
Sunderbans, examining the impact of
rising sea levels and climate change in the
deltaic mangrove area formed at the
confluence of the Brahmaputra, Ganges
and Meghna rivers entering the Bay of
Bengal. The novel revolves around Piva, a
marine biologist researching river
dolphins, and Kanai, a Delhi-based

translator, as they navigate the natural
and social complexities of this unique
landscape. Here, it's not merely dimate
change that is centrepiece, but also the
tension between conservation theories
and human rights, as w4 in the
struggles of the refugees of Morichjhapi.
In the context of climate change and
human migration, his 2019 book, Gun
Island, creates a world of realistic fiction,
to urge, challenge, and shake up readers
to act upon the urgent demands of the
environment. The story starts with the
quest of Deen Datta, a rare book dealer
from Brooklyn, to figure out more about
the Bengali legend of the ‘gun merchant’
(Bonduki Sadagar), and examines how
ecological collapse impacts migration,
and upends traditions. Repeatedly, Ghosh
has relied on folklore and myth to
highlight the profound messages these
tabes contain, including in his delightful
novellain-verse: Jungle Nami.

Following a spice

In his 2021 work, The Nutmeg’s Curse:
Parables for a Planet in Crisis, also
referenced in his acceptance speech for
the Erasmus Award, Ghosh follows the
joumey of a spice, nutmeg, from its native
Banda Islands to the world, using it as a
lens to understand the imprints of
colonialism upon attitudes towards
indigenous cultures, and environmental
change.

The Ibis Trilogy, is another
phenomenal work that started with the
Sea of Poppies (2008), followed by River of
Smeoke 2011), and finally, Flood of Fire
(2015). Set in the 1830s, this epic sweeps

across countries, and years, outlining the
factors that build up to the First Opium
War across China and the Indian Ocean
region, cementing his place as a
historian-movelist of the east. The story
begins in British-ruled India, where the
cultivation of opium is changing rural
lives forever. The eponymic “Ibis’ is the
name of the ship that sets sail from
Calcutta to Mauritius, carrying a diverse
group of passengers, including
indentured labourers, convicts, and
sailors, some to be connected intrinsically
with the massive changes that are set to
happen, in east Asia. The second book
shifts focus to China, the centre of the
opium trade, detailing the Chinese
government’s attempt to curtail the trade
and the resistance of British and Indian
merchants.

The final book focuses on the First
Orpium War, recording its impact on the
characters, and in classical Ghosh style,
the broader geopolitical landscape. The
‘This', notably, serves as a metaphorical
and literal link between characters as they
navigate war, displacement, and personal
ambitions.

In his most recent book, Smoke and
Ashes: A Writer's Journey Through Opium’s
Hidden Histories (2023), Ghosh again tails
ome commuodity, opium, forusing on its
colonial history and legacy in India and
China, and its connection to modern
corporate practices.

There are many more books and essays
from the body of work of this beloved
‘sutradhar of the east’. For him, certainly,
lying in wait are many more awards from
the world he’s trying to hold a mirror to.
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A quiz on Nelson Mandela, the anti-apartheid activist, on his death anniversary

Vighnesh I'. Venkitesh

b

QUESTION 1

Wihat g Melson Mandela's birthname,
which meant ‘to pull a branch off a tree’
and ‘troublemaker” in his Xhosa tribe?

b

QUESTION 2

Melsan Mandela had a nickname
inspired from a popular novel about a
hero with a secret identity . What is it?

b

QUESTION 3

Mame the island where Mandela spent
18 of his 27 years in imprsanment.

[ 8

QUESTION &

Wiho shared the Nobel Peace Prize with
Mandela?

b
QUESTION 5 b
Mame the Spike Lee mavie in which
Mandela appeared i a guest fale?
cM
K

Visual question:
How is Mandela linked to this flower?

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's daily quiz: 1. The United Mations
Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific panel has these many
countries and was faunded in this year. Ans:
13 eountries; since 2004

2. The name of the next cyclone that was
named by this country. Ans: Shakthl; Sel
Lanka

Ans: Bangls

4. The meaning of Cyclone Dana. Ans:
Generasity

5. This cyclare, named by India, is regarded
a5 the worst tropical cyclone to ever strike
the Yemend island of Sacotra. Ans: Megh

6. The maximum number of letters the
name of a cyclone can have. Ans: Eight
Wisuak This 1970 cyclane was named in East
Pakistan, which s now Bangladesh. Ams:
Cyelone Bhols

Earty Birds: Basavaraj Metl| Jose Joji|
Tanishka Gowr| M. Suresh Kumar| Lekshimy
Harikumar

3. Cychone Dekhi was named by this country.
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Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
Upendran

*“Yes, he's a great runner. And when you
think about it, many of the great athletes
from America are black”

"Very true. Some of the finest athletes
are African-Americans.”

“African-Americans?”

“That's right. African-Americans.
There's a general feeling that people
should not be referred to by their colour.
So the word *black’ is being showdy
replaced by ‘African-American’. And this
is particularly true of the media.
Newspapers talk of the African-American
commumity and newsreaders announce
that the man killed in the shoot-out was
an African-American.”

“It's strange how one word quickly
replaces another. Well, T have to go to the
barber now and.."

“ah! Barber! T}
hears in America”

“Really? Then what do they call the
chap whe cuts everyone's hair?™

“Heyshe is called a *hair stylist' ™

“Hair stylist! That sounds very stylish
indeed!”

“Perhaps that's why they have
renamed themselves. "Hair stylist’ sounds
much more impressive than ‘barber’,
doesn't it?"

“Well, ves, but..”

“and if you look around, you'll find
that most of the professionals have
renamed or redesignated themseboes. For
example, the ‘undertaker”..”

“You mean the chap who buries
people?”

“Very crudely put. But, yes. He's the
man who buries people. Any e is
now called a ‘Funeral Director”

“Funeral Director! Sounds impressive.”

“It certainly does. And the nurse who
looks after you in hospitals is now being
called ‘Patient-Care Specialist™"

“Patient-Care Specialist! That's a

*s a word one hardly

maouthful.

“If you think that's a mouthful, what do
you think of ‘Petroleum Transfer
Engineer'?"

“Petroleum Transfer Engineer! Sounds
important. What does he do?

"He's the chap who worlks at the petrol
bunk and fills petrol in your car™

“But he's not an engineer!”

“But some have started to call
themselves that now. Makes the job sound
much more dignified and complicated
than it really is, doesn't it?”

It certainly does. But getting back to
the word *barber’. Is there a real
difference between a “barber and a
*hair-dresser'?"

“Twasn't talking about a *hairdresser’,
but a hair stylist"."

“What's the difference?”

4 ‘hairdresser’ usually takes care of
women's hair, and a "hair stylist’, men's
hair. But coming back to your question,
hair stylists believe that there isa
difference between a barber and
themselves. A barber merely ‘cuts”
people’s hair. A hair stylist, on the other
hand, ‘shapes" the hair depending upon
the client’s face.™

Published in The Hinde on April 26,
1954,

Word of the day

Umber:

an earth plgment; a mediurn brown to dark-
brown colour; of the colour of ary of various
natural brown earth pigments

SYNONYmS: deep brown

Usa B It resemibled o refurbished hause with
uber bricks.

Pronunciation: newsth livejumberpra

International Phonetic
Alphabet: famba/

For feedback and suggestions far
Tewt & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.codn
with the subject ‘Teat & Contest’
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Number of people Number of suicidesby Cheetahs released to  The border length Number of fatalities
killed in the Manipur  CAPF, NSG and AR mark International between Kyrgyzstan due to rebel groups in
conflict personnel in five years Cheetah Day and Tajikistan eastern Congo

The Centra has gven
258 another extension tll

May 20, 2025 to &
Cammissbon of Inguiry to submit its report
on its investigations into the seres of
wiolence in Manipur that has claimed at
least 258 bives so far. The Commission of

Inquiry was set up on June 4, 2023, e

Ower TOD personnel of
700 Central Armed Police

Forces, Mational
Security Guards and Assam Rifles have
compmitted suicide in the last flve years,
wihile 55,555 have resigned or taken
woluntary retirement during the perlod, the
Rajya Sabha was informed. #n

2

ta mark International Cheetah Day. The
presence of cheetahs in & tourlsm zone
could offer & unigue epportunity for
wisitors to spot these majestic animals
during safari trips. en

Chestahs Vayu and Agni were
released into the wild in Madhya
Pradesh's Kuno Mational Park [(KNP)

kinv. Central Asian
neighbours Kyrgyzstan

announced a border demarcation deal on
the last contested frontier in the reglon,
potentially ending decades of territorial
disputes. The delegations rmet in the
Kyrgyz city of Batken. we

Extremist rebels linked te the
9 Islarnic State killed at least nine

people, including an 8-manth-old
baby and a 14-year-old girl in eastern
Congo and kidnapped several others,
authorities sald. Eastern Conga has
struggled with viokence for decades. =m0

COMFILED BY THE HIKOU DATA TEAM

and Tajikistan

IS the caste Census a useful exercise?

Follow us @) facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the_hindu 1G] instagram.com;the_hindu

Proponents argue that a caste Census would determine the population sizes of various castes and that these numbers can be used to provide a proportionate share o
each caste in government jobs etc. However, upon doser inspection, it becomes clear that the caste Census would be impractical

FULL OONTEXT

Anish Gupta
Shubham Sharma

he demand for a caste Census
has become a heated political
issue, fuelled by calls from

opposition leaders, NGOs, and,
mare recently, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) also adding
itself to the cohort. Proponents argue that
such a Census would determine the
population sizes of various castes and that
these numbers can be used to provide a
proportionate share to each caste in
government jobs, land, and wealth,

This article discusses how the attempt
to collect individual caste data will onee
again prove bo be a futile exercise, and
o individual caste-based proportionate
reservations is a regressive palicy.

Caste Census: a historical background
The exercise of a caste Census in India
dates back to the late 19th century when
the first detailed caste Census was
conducted in 187172, It attempted to
collect caste-based information and
classify various groups, and was
conducted across four major regions —
the Morth-Western Provinces (NWT), the
Central Provinces (CF), Bengal, and
Madras.

There were several arbitrarily
constituted "sets” based on a very
superficial understanding of caste. In the
WP, for instance, only four sets were
officially recorded — Brahmins, Rajputs,
Banias, and “other castes of Hindus".
Meanwhile, in the CP, groups such as
“servants and labourers” and
“mendicants and devotees” were
arbitrarily included under these sets.
Some of Bengal's classifications included
beggars, musicians, and cooks, while
Madras added "mnmd castes” and

“putcastes” as distinct categories.

Frustraved with the complexities of
understanding caste, W. Chichele
Plowden, who prepared the 1381 Census
report, termed the whole question of
caste ‘confusing’ and hoped that ‘on
anather occasion no attempt will be made
to atternpt to obtain information as to the
castes and tribes of the population’.
However, the same issues persisted in the
caste Census of 1931 where 4,147 castes
were identified. The officials were
surprised to find that caste groups
frequently claimed different identities in
different regions.

These challenges are not relics of the
past but continue to shape the difficulties
India faces to conduct a caste Census
today. For instance, the Socio-Economic
and Caste Census (SECC) of 2001 identified
over 46.7 lakh castes/sub-castes with 8.2
crore acknowledged errors. A more
recent example is the controversy
surrounding the inclusion of *hijra” and
“kinnar' as categories in the caste list in
the Bihar Census (2022).

Challenges to access accurate data
Upward caste ity claim — the
reporting of one's caste by respondents
can be influenced by the perceived
prestige associated with certain social
groups and their position within the
varna hierarchy. This is evident from
changes in caste claims between the 1921
and 1931 Censuses, where some
communities that initially reported
belonging to lower positions within the
varna system in 1921 later reported
themsehves as belonging to higher
categories in 1931 (see Table 1). Another
notable ohservation from these claims is
that different members of the same

c" »
K

Difffcult task: A teacher collecting details from a woman as part of the caste Census at Kandi in Sangareddy, Telangana on Novernber 18, moHD saF

The problem with counting caste

The system of reserving positions based on a reserved category's quota is straightforward: the
resarved posts ane detarmined by dividing 100 by the percentage of reservation allotied to :h::

reserved categary. However, si
are applied tn individual eastes

Table 1z How caste names changed in different Censuses

Kamar {Humar} HKshatriya Brahman
Sanar Kshartriya Rajput BrahmanVatsya
Sutradar valsya Brahman
Hai Thakur Brahman
Nagit Baidya Brahman
Rawani (Kahar) Vaisya Kshatriya
Mot The change | s i of any sther
Sauroe Ceres of India Report, 1831 by . Hutben, Page no, 431
Table 2: Mumber of vacanches and walting time for least lated d on UPSC's average
annual vacancies of 1,000
All carstes with equal
population 4,147 5
1831 HI4T | Least populsted
caste’s pumbses s 1,40,345 141
10,000
Numiber of All gasbees with equal
castes lIsted i i
mnmﬂu 5090 | Least
which is used populated caste’s LANEAS 141
for reservatian number & 10,000
2011 SECE 25,73.038 Mlmwsmlhemal 26,73,034 4573
a1 2011 SECE, different minktries and UPSC

community, such as Sonar, rep

belonging to different social categories
~Kshatriya and Rajput in 1921, and
Erahmin and Vaishya in 1931, in the same
region (see Table 1). These occurrences
were noted in colonial Censuses but their
implications remain relevant even today.
Downward caste mobility claim —
some respondents may claim to belong to
agroup positioned lower in the social
hierarchy, particularly when they are
aware of the potential benefits associated
with such affliations. Notably, these
dowmward sodal group mobility daims
are predominantly a post-independence
phenomenon likely due to the advantages
associated with reservation policies ( such
a5 when some upper castes demand OBC
status, some OBCs demand 5T status).
Problem of caste misclassification —

simila 1g castes and surnames
often lead to confusion in caste
classification. For example, in Rajasthan,
surnames like ‘Dhanak’, ‘Dhankia’, and
‘Dhanuk’ are classified as SC, while
‘Dhanka’ is listed as ST. &lmlldr]y the
surname “Sen’ refers to an upper-caste
group in Bengal, whereas ‘Sain’ is
associated with the OBC barber
community. Enumerators may mis-record
such sumames, inadvertently placing
communities in incorrect social
categories. Additionally, caste remains a
sensitive issue, which may make both
respondents and enumerators
uncomfortable discussing it directly.

As a result, enumerators might avoid
asking about caste explicitly and instead
make assumptions based on surmames,

further increasing the risk of
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The exercise of a caste Census
in India dates back to the Late
19t century when the first
detailed caste Census was
conducted im 1871-T2.

-

Frustrated with the
complexities of understanding
caste, W. Chichele Plowden,
wha prepared the 1881 Census
repart, termed the whale
question of caste ‘confusing’
and hoped that ‘on another
aceasion ne attempt will be
made to attempt to obtain
infarrnation s to the castes
and tribes of the population’.

-

These challenges are nat relics
af the past but continue to
shape the difficulties India
faces to conduct a caste
Census today.

misclassification.

On proportional representation
Proportional representation in
Teservations may appear fair at firse
glance, but upon closer inspection, it
becomes chear that it is both impractical
and regressive. The system of reserving
positions based on a reserved category’s
quota is straightforward: the reserved
posts are determined by dividing 100 by
the percentage of reservation allotted to
that reserved category. For instance, since
the reservation for OBCs is 27%, every 4th
position in a sequence of vacancies would
g0 toan OBC candidate (100/27 = 3.7,
rounded up to 4). Similarly, an SC
candidate would get every Tth position
(100715 = 6.7, rounded to 7), an ST
candidate every 14th position (100/7.5 <
13.3, rounded to 14), and an EWS
candidate every 10th (100710 = 10).

However, significant flaws emerge
when proportional representation
formulas are applied to individual castes.
According to different ministries data,
there are around 6,000 castes. Assuming
India’s population is approximately 1.4
hillion, the average population per caste
would be around 2.3 lakh.

T illustrate the challenges of
implementing proportional
representation at the individual caste
level (see Table 2), consider a
hypothetical caste ranked last with a
population of just 10,000 (0.0007% of the
total population). For this caste to secure
just one reserved vacancy in an
institution, at least 1,40,845 positions
would need to be advertised. Using the
UPSC as an example, which typically
advertises around 1,000 vacancies
annually, it would take 141 years for the
least populous caste to receive a single
vacancy. To make matters worse, if we
consider 46.7 lakh castes/subcastes as
reported in SECC 2011, the number of
vacancies required will be 456,73,034 and
the UPSC will take more than 7,000 years
to provide the first vacancy to the least
populated caste.

Hence, the idea of proportional
representation at the level of individuwal
castes proves to be regressive, as it
disproportionately excludes the least
populous castes from accessing the
benefits of reservation.

Anish Gupta teaches ecomomics at the
Delhi School of Economics. Shubham
Sharma is a Research Associate at the
Institute for Educational and
Developmental Studies (IEDS), Noida
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False alarm

There Is no real threat to the dollar

oth the allies and adversaries of the United States (US) are preparing to

deal withth 1 Dopald Trump presids There are clear Indica-

Jons that his second term could be more unpredictable and potentially

more disruptive to the exdsting global order than the firss, and India will
not remaln mmune to that, The relevant departments In the government are
reported to be reviewing India's trade pesition with the US and preparing for
potential problems, While there s a strong case for tagliT reduction, India must
be prepared to engage with the US establishment more actively to present fts
position. Intriguingly. Mr Trump recently threstened the Bries countries with a
100 per cent tardlT i they created a Brics curency or backed any other currency
toreplace the dollar. Earller o grouplng of Brazill, Russia, Indis, Ching, and South
Alricn, Bries has expanded 1o include other countries. While it ks unclear what
prompred the comment, 1t did create volatiliny In the currency market. The merits
of the threat are thus worth discussing here,

Flrst, as things stand, there is no clear danger 1o the states of the dollur,
According to a 2022 note from the Bank for Internationad Settlesnents, the dollar
was Involved In about %0 per cent of cursency trades, Nearly 60 per cent of for-
elgn-exchange reserves are held In dollars. Second, the desire to position a
eurrency ns i reserve currency by lsell does not mean much. Further, as of new,
theshape and i i potential Bel 1Cy e Lk S0, Mr Trump's
staternent was perhaps i warning shot e the members of the grouplng,
particularly China, from taking the cumency project forward, In any case, India
should be wary of such an attempt, Since China is a much bigger economy, it Is
Hikely to have a much higher welghting in the instrument, depending on how it

m

By deslgned. Third, some global trade may move to the yuan over time because of

the slze of the Chinese economy and |ts trade Inkages. However, the tractlon
willl remudn Hmited beeause of strong Chinese capital controls. In terms of reserves,
according to the International Monetary Fund data, forelgn-exchange reserves
held In the Chinese currency In the secomd quaner of 2024 were worth about
$245 billion compared to over $6.6 trillion in dollars, Countries will always look
at the ense of transactbons in trade and the depth ef financia) markets in holding
reserves, which clearly fivour the dollar.

However, It s worth noting that if the dollar's positlon Is undermined over

ILLUSTRATION: BIRAY SIHHA

The spectacular rise
of Indian Americans

Their growing influence is key to deepening ties with America

tan ndla conference ot Stanford University,
A:u-spnanm-d by the Tt Group in 2022,

“ondolecazn Rlce, former Natlonal Security
Mulvisor, shared a surprising story about her time
whan Geotge W Bush was running for Presldent in
2000, After she and her team had briefed the then-
presbdentdal eandidate on lmportant countres, but
with nothing on India, he wmed 1 her wnd sakd,
"What Abiil Indla? He noted that he mel very simar
Indians — doctors, lawyers, englneers — In his con-
stituency In Texas, He suggested she
g0 back and take another look at
Il This Interest (o India, sparked
by Indian Amerlcans Impressing
Mr Bush, eventually led to the nuclear
deal between him and then-Frime
Minbster Manmaohan Singh, where
Indian Amerleans lobbled thelr sen-
wtors and congresspeople to help
finalise the agreement, US-India rela-
tons have moved onwards and

time, It Is more likely to be because of US policles, 1t |s the weaponisation of the
dollar-deminated international financlal system that is forclng some countries
o book for alternatives. Further, Mr Trump's preference for higher tarifs snd the
desire to eliminate the trade deflcht can go agalnst the dollar, It s the US trade
deficlt tht supplles dollars to the rest of the world. The world will be forced to
ook ot alternatives I the supply diminishes considerably. For Incla, while the
establishment of GIFT City will help bring some financlal services onshore and
possibly reduce costs for corporations, its dependence on the dollar is unlikely
todecline in the foseseeable future, Even IFthe yuan becomes more popular, the
dollar will remain India’s preferred curreney. Aslde from the inherent strength
behdnd the dollar, India's i ligned with 1 than Beling,

Improving national accounts

Methodology concerns must be addressed in the new series
lom Minister for Statlstics and Programme Implementation Rao Indeit
'-:Iru.:h I.nlurmed I’wumnml.cunlerl.mnwcklmu Bils mindstry had set up
an pdvisory i e Memibsers of this com
mittee, which inclucked representatives from lheit,mm: iﬂmkof]ndluua
well as state governiments, woulk] advise the g
obogy by which Indin's gross domestic pm.iux.t (G0} s t.uimlmu with a view to
updating thecalculation of GDP and shifting sbase year from 2001-12, as 1t sat pre-
sent, o 202223, Artention to Indla's natlonal scoourts statistics Is overduse, and it s
welcome news that the government bs tking steps to being it up to date, The com
mlttee’s working and its report should be transparent, and open to public comment
and consultatlon,

In s work, the committee must recognise that several exlticisms of the eurrent
GDP serles are not without foundation, For example, it has been noted that the
deflator plays an cutslze rnleimhc wrlmll.iw of Gl H'ﬂmn one qlwl.mn another,
But the most cor over i i value ndcled
frexrn the private sector, This cunmllv extrapolates from the duta collected by the
Union Minkstry of Corporate Affalrs (MCA) The MCA data has thrown up some
ackdly ununmlnlulliw rcmllm In recent mra. which have cast a um:hw on I.rw
broader utility them, Wh Iy
and Induqu!uI capacity utilisstion do m:l move bn syne with the t-l)i" unmlxmnl
bullt up from the MCA data, then nuturally such doubis will multiply, The data iself
s been questioned, ghen some companies may be miu.lamlnadnrm untraceabbe,
though thealll Aurss Inalst th fnal, New mech-
ardsms might have to be found fer this estimation — perhaps the dma bused on the
collection of goods and services tx (GST) could be mined for possibilites.

However, the GST data would not necessarily solve the broader probiem that
s plagreed Incla's estimatlon of the private-sector valwe-added component in GDI
The slze of the Informal sector, There might be methods, however, to gauge the
changes in the skze of the sector by estimating the horical shadow It casts on
the formal sector, which pays taxes. Yet this Is a muvlm target as the Increasing
Empact of GST ftsell’ brings differences In the shee of the Informal sector, Finding a
sisltable method to measure the Informal value-added component of econamic
acthvity in Indla must be a priority for the Unmmlttou ‘When the Inl.m GDP series
s troduced, its credibility sullered partly b limi lity
with previous years, This can be solved in the next Lleral.km of € .hl'mlt.ulm!umw
clearly creatlng i back serbes, uslng the chosen method — to the extent tist this s
pmdblc |1Iw.~|11 I1ul unn'v.': of the d.nl.u belng used might be relatively novel. Such a
e Mgzt ng image of the Indlan natlonal accounts,
Even better would be the creation of a sultable producer-price Index that can trans-
pm-m ly Iltihrm thie caleulation of the GDP dedlmar 'il.lch Impmwnm\lu wertild

deck

1ty ol et thit feecls |

wasthy |

sbons in Inclin.

Inddlan Amerbcans, a number that hicd
rlsen to about L6 million by 2000,
when Mr Bush became President,
Tedny. there are over § milllon decumented Indlan
Amerlcans (1.4 per cent of the US population), o ten-
fold Increase slnee 1970, They now form the largess
[:mup of overseas Indians, Mot only have the num-
bers Increased eapldly, thelr success hus been spec-
tacular, Indlan Americans — now have the highest
madian Ineome of pround $145,000 In 2022 — over
80 per cant higher than that of whites, and even
higher than Jews and other Aslans, They are also
the most educated, with 82 per cent having college
degrees. They make up almost 9 per cont of the doe-
tors In the US, lead top 1T companles as CEOs, and
have recently made significant strides in pollties.
Kamala Harels rose to become a Senator, Vice-
Presldent, and Democratle Presldentlal nominee.

/

s ever since.
1970, lhvr:rwurc 05 million ": TRUTH BE mI'D
AJAY CHHIBBER

Nikki Haley was governor of South Careling, UN
Ambassador and a  Republican  Presidential
Contender, Usha Chilikurd Visnce will be the Second
Lacly of the US in the next adminlstration,

I i Ensednat ng book, Iidian Gesliis: The Meteorke
et i Bt b Arserica (HrperCollins India, 2024),
Meennkshl Abiimed profiles Ms Haley and 19 sue-
cessful Indian Americans whom she conslder gentus-
s for Mnding unconventional paths o success, She
focuses on three groups —Techles, Medicine Men,
and Infsenoer, The Teches group
s thie bngest and |neludes ploneers
Ilke Kamwal Rekhl, Suhas Patll,
Vinod Khosla, Santosh Mehrogra,
anel Vinod Dharm, along with thres
“company men,” as she calls them:
Shantanu Narayen, Sueys Naclella,
auncl Mikesh Aror, Mr Bekhi's most
enduring contributlon was the
Touncing of TIE Global, an amazing
group he eo-founded o foster and
encourage  entrepreneurship
among Indian Americans, which
now has &1 chapters aII mnhc

waorld T
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Chandsasekhiar In Pliyslcs, Venkae Ramakrlshnan [n
Chemlstry, and Amartya Sen and Abhilit Banerjes
In Beonamlcs, M Night Shyamalan, an Oscar nomi-
nited maviemaker, astronaut Kalpana Chwla, Alay
Bangn President of the World Bank, Sundar Plehal
CED of Google, and wrlter Jompa Lahii are among
those who hwve made o mark,

Why have so many Indian Americans done so
well? Most did not come from privileged back-
ullmlarm s the boak shows, but mm.- o the top of
thiels proli
Iranate skills, wnd Fellowing thelr lnn:mm. Mary ben-
efited from subsldised high-quality education at
Incian Instisutions lke the 1T and ATIMS, While
thiy could have thived in Incdla, thelr gendus Nour-
Ished In America, where merltocracy s rewanded,
and Aak-taking ls encouraged,

In contrase, as Apple co-founder Steve Woznlak
nat u.ssllnhelm Irnervitlon and rlak-taking are not
hasised i Indla, and otherwise fual Il
I LM‘IpuI\hM spend surpelsingly litle on n.-h.'areh
&d with ne global | dons 1o thelr
narme. This culture Is changing lo some extent with

Hurun's Global Lnl Tnsde showing Incl K
thilid, behind the US and China in the number of
unlcoms—startups valued at over §1 billion.

Mot all Is shinlng for Indlan Amerea, Indiang also
ke up the third-largest groups of llegal migrants
I Amerbea, estimatisd at around 0.8 milllon, They
spend thelr families” fortanes or take huge debe o
gt 1o Amerlea via extremely dangerous cleculious
“Dunkl” routes. where many perish and those who
arrbve In thelr dieamland “Amelka® end up getting
wxplolued on furms, In motels, or in restaurants, These
routes and those who enter llegally will be aggres-
stvely targeted by the Trump admindstration, He has
alieady threatened Moo and Canada with 25 per
cent tarifs I they fall to contral thelr borders.

Ins the 19808 and 19908, there was huge concern
I Enclin about “bradn draln” as many indlan doctom
and engineers moved o the US and other wealthy
countries, However, with rising US-Indla cooperation,
and owerseas [nclans not only sending back substan-
1Ia| rcmlliumch bast ammmnnu Inlndlun startups

dl
ln fact. the Pravasi Jihnrn:m Samman Award, insti-
tuated by the Valpayee government in 2008 to recog-
nise lhe contrlbutions of overseas Indlans, is

pvery year on Junuary 9 to mark the day

-

Deepak Chopra, Atul mwundu
Shddhartha Mukherjee, Abrabim Verghese and the
two-term Surgeon Genernl Vivek Murthy are covered,
The lust group “Influencers” Includes two elected
politiclans, Nikkl Haley and Ro Khanna, as well as
Neal Katyal, o pathbreaking constitutional lowyer,
ancd TV st Fureed Zakirla, Ms Ahamed alio focuses
on two extraardinarly successiul sisters Chancrika
‘Tundaon and Indra Noayl, the fermer CEOof PepsiCo,
Ms Tandon became a partner at !-tci(lnm.w. ran her
own bank
twice for an Emmy :\wnr\! In Musdc, aml entnblished
the Tandon School of Engineering at NYLUL
Indlans have also excelled In other felds, They
have won Nobel Prizes, Including Har Goblnd
Khorana  In Medlelne,  Subralimanyan

Mahatma tmmhl vetuarmied o Inckia from South Africa,
As Indla moves up the development ladder. fewer
peapke will want 1o keave and more Inclian Amerlcans
will want o come bick and enrleh Indla with thelr
knowledge and expertise, A small trickle has already
startied returning, bat for now, unless the LIS becomes
extremely hostlle 1o even legal migratlon, the number
of Indlan Amedeans will continue to e, Thelr
Incrensing wealth, Influence, and palitical clout will
play o slgnificant role in shaping US pelicy towards
Indiaand further strengehening the tles that George
Hush so preschently recognised way bk ln 2000,

Tl aenithoenr b bt imggradsdeecd viadtlngg schar, Gearge
Washingea Untverslty, amd mon-restdent serdar fellow, e
Atlanite Conmetl, Washimgton D

The Adani case: What happens next

merleas Department of Justlee and the
Securitles and Exchange Commission have
Indieted Gautam Adanl, his nephew \:uuur

Ower the rmu several years, Indln has steadily
akned from the global "Ching plus one” push, Under
thils strategy, companbes, while contlnung to source

Mcdanl, and slx others, alleging thelr

parying 250 million in bribses to Indian efflclals um.i
concealing the scherne from US Investors. The alle-
gations have been denled, clting o lack of evidence
that the bribes were pald,

This comes within twe years of allegations by
Hindenburg, a New York-based short-seller, In
Jannary 2025, Hindenburg aceused
the Adanl Group of stock manipu-

Lation and aceounting fraud, elalm-

b the growp Inflatec i market val-

ue by using offshore funds, The

Securithes and Exchange Board of ri

Incdia (Sebl) investigated the group’s
vransictlons but has not found or
reported any evidence of wrengdo-
Ing, However, Sebl turned the tables
on Hindenburg, telllng them that
the shore-seller lisell was belng
Investigned for trading on non-pub-
le Information frorm lis own report,

In March 2023, the Supreme
Court set up a committee under
Justlee A M Sapre to Investigate
potentinl regulatory fullures after Investors Incuimed
slgnifleant losses due o market velatility following
these allegatbons, While the comminee did not glve
welean ehlt to Adand on many aspects of the probe,
Istated that there §s no evidence "ns of now” agninst
thie conglomerate, Additlonally, the committee
found no regulatory fdlure on Sebl's part n i Inves-
tgation inte the Adanl companies,

IFanything, Hindenburg's allegations were more
serlous, though the current allegations come from
w more credible source and may have some conse-
quances. But regardless of the facls — and the even-
il outcome — the allegtions srlke ar the heart
af dolng business (n indla,

AMIT TANDON

THE OCCASIONAL
ASIDE

ar ma In China, look w other

Inelli proimlaes a younges working population ancd
o growing middle class, which will drive consumption
nwrllwwl Ing decades. but u:lllmuclu imp
It dlesolt

— Ineluding Incla— as un acditlonal {or secondary)
locatlon to diversify thelr supply chalns,

an Ly While d

This China plus one strategy galned v
durlng the Covid-19 pandemic, as It exposed the
vilnzrabllity of relylng too ety on o slagle coun-
try for mnnurucmrlnlu anl boglaties,

This practice has been given n
Jeg-up a8 companies looked for ways
o manage potentisl challenges in
thelr supply chalns, driven by
geopolitical rlaks, particularly ten-
sdans between China and the US, as
wiell s the US-China trade war and
wariffs on Chinese goods. Rising
labour costs in China have also
prompled busingsses 1o look for
more cost-effective alternatives,

Even as (ndin presents a com-
pelling Investment opportunity,
the narrative has remalned that
Indla, despite lts recent progress,
cannot replace China — at least not
in the shart term, Ching offers
Infrastructure on an unparalleled scale, It vech-
nological prowess |8 the envy of the world, and it
boasts an integrated suppller ecosystem, It has
mastered manufacturing technology and excel-
lence, providing s streamiined business environ-
mant—all of which have enabled China to become
the factory of the world,

Inermatennd companies msy not expect Lo find
the same enviable Infrastructure in Indla as in China,
Nor do they see the same operating efMclency that
China's well-tradned labour force offers, Consequently,
it ks core, the “China plus ome” s rlsk mitigatlon. Far
countries looklng 1o benedit from the shift away from
China, offering other issurinces ks crucial,

wncl the rule of law are significant m’ls that India
bHists, require musch mon to thrive,

A product ve warkforce recpubres a well-tradned
Iabour fore, which means that teas hars should have
been present In classrooms decades ago. Baske ser-
vices like healtheare, sanltation, elean drinking
witer, and adequate Iving conditons are essentlal
arens where lmprovement ks needed. Additlenally,
there are “soft” lssues that demand anentlon, such
s madntalning a strong jucictary, Independent Instl-
tutlons, stable poliches, and o conslsoent tax reglme.

I dis quest to bulld hard Infrastructure within
Indin, and 1o establish geopolitical strategic depeh,
the governmant haschosen to leverage private sector
capltal, knowing well the lmits of s own abllity 1o
Apand, As @ result, Iurm private welar groupa un.-
W 10 be with
Interests — defence, mnmhlm«mr scmwundm.
taes, amaong athers, A capltal-hungry India Inc will
meed to ralse funds o global caplial markets and,
s pesult, will be subject to global scrutly,

Given this, global governments, boardreoms and
Invvestars wlll now be watching how :mmmu with

8 RTONESL thebiest Indnmﬂd.wdm al'ndm hlmﬁmﬂcl
b llowiedd tosehinnge this reality, Aswift
the Inclan reguintory system will be cruclal to pww.'m
cliskanys by Il n's steabeggie progress. 1t s up tothe soepeies
wnd eynles to accept the indings,

Omly by malntaining erecdibllity in the rule of
Liw, el tewest I the system ean the vislen of “Make
I Indin™ wnd of a Vikslt Bharat be reallsed,

Thianthor i wlth Inatiar o Dvestar Ay
Serviees Il ook, The views are persanal,
KeAmit Temdon_ln

Hand across the border

BOOK REVIEW
EHA KIRPAL

eapecially n woman, 1o agree to take

upthe postel adiplomatin
Paldstan, Ruchl Ghanashyam wasthe
Tt Inellan woman diplomat st oned
Inlulumuhncl longwith her husband,

I ttakes cournge Foran Indlan,

Overthecourse of the ook, she attempts
toanakyse the love-hate relationship
betwieen the twecourntries, She peppers
the prose with many Interest ingstores

unecdotes of the local people the
encolmteredand theconversations she
hancl withthem. Along the way. she also
diescribes varlous tourst places inthe
country thitslse visled durlng her stay,
sichas Taxtla, Panja Sahib, Ruwalpindi,
Murree, Lalore, Karnch |, Mohengo-dars,
Swat Valkey and Peshawar,

Atthe outset, MeGhanashyarm says
livingin Islamabacd was not easy, The
by hiad no privacy, and Pakdstan|
Il Mmmnmlmd beentallingthem

1. AR W the

Inurrm' wits not ommlymwm hsalling.
Eruriegg thilr ter e from 1997 10 2000,
the couple was witness 1o mirbalent
events thatstralned relatlons, suchas
the Indin-Pakistan nuclear wests, the
Karghlwir and the hilacklng of the
Indlan Alrdines fight IC A1,

Ins herbook. Ms Ghanushyam provides
aflst-tnd perspective of ey
experlences in these three years as an
Indlan womanlivingin “enemy country”,

oY 9 o

Ty bl Lintheely.
Constantlyunder survelllance, they had
tovcontand with the fact that thelr house
and telephone were bugged, In scenes
reminkseent of the movies, they would
aften discover someona eerlly Following
:rwnl\ wh!lclhc}rwmph{wﬂmm

oyt

Jakes that they sometlmes felt like James
Bond, Purther, the agences would
perbodically try different tactics,

such s aggressive driving. 1o

Iratderibelnei thir n the road,
“Anaggingsenseolanxbety and
Insecuritywas o partofourdully lives"
b wrltess, Unsurprsingly, e couple's
WOyl
by theexperience of Iving in [
Tronlcally, the Amerdean Embassy Cluly
wm:hmsnlymw Imlwal}mmlw

Inanother !mnm.e sheonee heard
PO y m

Bardirt
astreel cormar,
pacriotle nd ban Al was banned in
Pakistan, Ms Ghanashyam reallsed that
It was eay to find DVDs ol Indlan
myevies ax rental shops.

In her ohservations about Paklsean|
soclety, Ma
Ghanashyam
explaing that

living
sormil lves,” mt-lmnmh&‘nmwnm.

diversion. Totrwvel outed cley limiss
mquln.'dmlalpcrmwm which

men
and women Is
common ven in
diplomatic
watherings. Young
women belongingto

wasn‘talwiysfonhooming.

[H1 hat Pakista
filled with varietles of fabrlcs and that
there are extremely tnlensed tailors and
deslgners in lslamabad, most forelgn
wnmnmld kmp lhn.-mhulwulwy

umspln:mdml’uu Jmelluwun:l

are
enpechally velnerble
o foreed converslong

AN INDIAN WOMAN
IN [SLAMABAD:

slater Hina Jland, whowene onte
become passionate delfenders of human
rights, especially those of women,
persecuted minorties and children.
Pessibly the moat Impactful ineldent
In thebook s M Ghanashyam's
hustund's visitve Kandakar after the
hiljacked flight 1C B14 landed there in
Dicernber 1999, The government hd
ardened him o be
sento Kandaharto
communicate with
tha Pakistan-based

Author; Ruchl terrorkst ol that
Ghanashyam bl hlluukle.'cl:iwl
plane, Arthat point,
mﬁ:’ the responsiblliy of
allthe livesinthe
Pages: 29 ulreraftsuddenly
Price: TG99 fell on his shoulders,

and marringes i well
as human trafficking. with almost no
Justice avadlable, In the chaper " Belnga
Woman in Islumabad ", she writes that

| nfound

many! thielr 408 woulbd bq.

thint, while Puk

designeroutlies and dress materlals
were much soughtafter in India, Indlan
brocade and Banarast silk suls and
savrees as well as Indlan wedding
pewellery werevery popularin Pakistan,

A G o e o —

menwould olten
Ifndawumr wifie, Insucha male
cl\au\'ln!mkwhuu mt.nunush Jam

| |
eredd Puklstan

\hmunl!tuhun:un rlunulnwymmd
soclalactivist Asma Jahanglrand her
o 9 e A

W y of
what lay ahead, he
declded o chronalogical ly fecord ench
ofthe yeven

Iwmuurclduwnmlvnl Ies perdl”
hew

ueuplu allllu.-udclrs. Mu

Tocuses

un:l shares that uomvnrlln.-lr
frdendships rmnllnlnmnlw have lasted
Torover
frdendship whhwm:un n'u.mtn.m:l the
country's liberal society, Including
Lawyer Raza Kazim and human rlghts
aethvist and columnist A MUand, Inthe
upmw"lmncmmhfnnrdm".nhc

have existed between an Indlan and o
Paklstanl. The youngeouple Inquestion
I\n.lonwdmmjl to-do familles and
amld much anxlety from thelr parents
onelther sideof the border, Ms
Ghanashyam became o belcge to help
Blvethem a happlly-ever-after ending,
Thirough thi book, she alss relates many
heart-warming instances with
Inmlnrcln talbors, doctors sned

in hls notebook —asomewhat lhrll.l!na
sagathat he recounts himseld bn oneol
the chapters, Though it hasbean 25
yienrs slnee the Incldens, with merclfully

neshiljack ofwn Indlan alrcraft ever sinee,

hewrites that there have been many
learnings from e “Inthe
nelghbourhood welive In, Indla canlet

pers, "With somuch similagity
at |Iu:unpl|.~ 1e-people level. the
distance betweenthe establishments
sometimes caused us atwinge of
sadness,” she concludes,

Thoe revbeveerina frevlapee wriler based in
Wewr Dielil, She weltes on books, art, eulrire,
ervel, el ard theagre

o 9 A S
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How is science affected when
companies fund research?

For scientists, the challenge is ioeing the line between guarding their irade secrets in the current economy and advocating for rransparency and
reproducibility. The fundamental tension is that IP necessitates secrecy, whereas, historically, science isn't encouraged o stay behind closed doors

Rohini Subrahmanyam

n May 2024, Google DeepMind

released AlphaFold 3, a ol that

could predict protein structures. 1t

used an artificial intellipence (Aly
model to predict how different proteins
were shaped and how they might interact
with each other and with DNA, RNA, and
other biomaolecules of merit. Nobel
laurentes John Jumper and Demis
Hassabis built the new model based on
DeepMind's previous versions of the tool,
namely AlphaFold and AlphaFold 2. Both
those models were released open source,
i.e., with their associated programming
scripts and inner workings open and
rransparent to all,

AlphaFold3 was different: its senior
authors didn’t release the full code when
they published their findings in Nature.
How exactly the model worked was
unclear to scientists who wished to probe
deeper. They also couldn’t make full use
of AlphaFold 3's new ahilities because its
protein-drug interactions simulator wasn't
fully accessible,

Google had a reason to withhold
information in the paper. A DeepMind
spinodf company called lsomorphic Labs
was using AlphaFold 2 to develop is own
dlrugs.

"W have to strike a balance between
mutking sure this is accessible and has an
impact in the scientific community as well
as not compromising lsomorphic's ability
o pursue commercial drog discovery,”
Pushmeet Kohli, DeepMind's head of Al
sehence and a study co-author, told Mature
in & news article earlier this year. But
many scientists weren't convinced,
leading them to sign an open letter saying
publishing the paper without the code
prevents scientific efforts to reproduce
and verify the original findings.

A fundamental tension

The controversy brought a broader
conundrum surrounding scientific
research today, especially research with
commercial potential, Commercialisation
is driven by competition and profit, so the
ereators and/or owners invoke property
and patent laws to protect their
intellectual property (1),

The fundamenial tension here is that IP
necessitates secrecy, whereas,
historically, science isn't encouraged to
stay behind closed doors. Science
progresses when scientists are open and
transparent ahout their work and when
their methods and results are
reproducible and falsifiable,

“If you make this fantastic discovery
and you're the only person in the
universe who can do it, nobody cares. It's
not helpful for mankind,” Benjamin
Haibe-Kains, a professor using Al to study
cancer at the University of Toronto, said.
He apenly advocates for scientists to be
more open with their software and dara
when they publish pay bused on AL
“How can you advance science if you
keep everything closed source? Nobody
can see your data. Nobody can see the
algorithm, Nobody can see the model,
right?

“As a scientist, there is fundamentally a
mutjor conflict between doing things in
secret versus advancing science. Those
things are incompatible,” he added.

Then again, hospital
institutes, and universities also need
maoney tooperate and hence bank on
commercialisation for revenuse,
“Universities and research institutions ane
puttmg s [academics | in a very, very
" he said, "They actually want
s o pulmt 50 that we can generate
revenue and sustain this research
enterprise.”

Door half-closed or half-open?

How ean scientists toe the line between
puarding their trasde secrets in the current
economy and advocating for
transparency and reproducibilicy?

One option Haibe-Kains suggested,
especially for computational scientists, is
o publish all the code and details of any
algorithm they are working on — but hold
on to a premium, ready-to-use version of
the software that could be
commercialised, With the help of
software engineers in his lab, he works on
bringing the software to a level that's
accessible to a broader group of people,
which he then sells.

"Maost of the discoveries have been
disclnsed already; ust e packaging
that I'm selling, right?" Haibe-Kains
explained. “That's the way we doitin the
lab — we do everything open source at the
beginning, and if there is commercial
potential, we work on an enterprise
version that's more robust and
deployable. That added value we keep
secret, and that’s what we would sell as a

™
K

Atechnician uses a microtame at the Frederick National Laboratary for Carcer Reseanch in Maryland, LISA,
sclence doesn't, but research Institutes also need money Lo operate, Us eI

product.”

I can do my mission as a scientist, but
1can also commercialise and potentially
penerate reverue that way,” he sdded.

Thomas Hemmerling, MD, a professar
in the Department of Anesthesiology at
the same university, expressed a belief
that divulging some of the basic
algorithms but holding back some specific
source code is a way to strike a balance
between the "black box™ that comes with
full patent protection and scientific
ITANSParency.

He also agreed there is abways a risk in
such cases where someone else could
commercialise the published work. But
other scientists will at least be able to
understand and potentially replicate the
findings.

Decency and deals

Hemmerling and his team developed an
anaesthesia robat in 2008 that they
named “MeSleepy™ (after Patrick
Dempsey's character Derek “McDreamy™
Shepherd, in the popular medical TV
drama ‘Grey's Anatomy'). The robot could
autonomaoushy sdminister drgs o induce
general anaesthesia and monitor the
effects, The scientists decided to explain
the algorithms at work in the robot in
detail in their paper.

“Because we described it quite well,
certain parts were then put into other
automated machines, but they referenced
our method. So that's then basically a
matter of scientific integrity,” Hemmerling
said. “If you use somebody else's
algorithm, you should at least quote them
and say, “That's based on that machine or
on that technology or that finding"

But not all scientists have access to
large amounts of public funding, which
can affect their inclination to be fully
open about any research that can be
patented. Based on the researchers'
financial needs, Hemmerling said the

Mobed laureates John Jumper and Demis Hagsabis, &

ee

These firms will fund your research, so
viour can move it forweard, bat on the
other hand, they will obwiously dghten
your siudies much more into some
kind of 1P protection, probably more
than VOULWant o

closer they are o & commercial product,
thee fewer details they'd feel comfortable
divulging in their paper.

Collaborations h smaller start-ups
or large corporations help some
researchers get more money for their
science. “These [large corporations| will
fund your research, so you can move the
resenrch forward, but on the ather hand,
they will abviously tighten your [research]
much more into some kind of IP
pratection, probably more than you want
o

That's the dilemma in front of many
reseqrchers around the world.

Some seientists strike deals with the
(ST they study and develop a
product the way the company likes it. In
exchange, the company gives their lab
unrestricted funds to continue other
avenues of research (in which the
company has no say).

“All over the world, there's very litthe
ing to do research,”
searchers need to
find creative ways to find funding ™

“I think it's human nature’
More government funding is a way to
circumvent the conflict between patented
and open science, according to
Hemmerling. “At the end of the day, it
Egives you a different head start. Whenever
I have governmental funding, it has
secured me funding for a centain t

Intellectial property necessitates secrecy whereas

don’t have to declare a conflict of interest.
Science is just... science — you innovate,
and you're free to be creative; you're free
to develop amything you want. Whereas i
your have company funding, it mighe limit
you to developing certain areas because
the company might have a conflicting
interest."

The govermment can also subsidise the
costs of products made by companies
such that the latter can still hold on w
their IP even as the products are available
for sale at a bower price. This is what
happened with the COVIDHS vaccines
made by Moderna and Pfizer.

But according to Haibe-Kains, even
with more public funding, universities
will still want to continue commercialising
some research. I think it's human nature.
1f you think you're doing amazing
research and you see those industries
generating billions of dollars in revenue,
you cannot stop universities thinking,
'0Oh, maybe | should generate revenue on
my own stuff, righe?

He believes additional funding will help
scademic researchers breathe a litde
easier and imvest in doing science the
right way: by being as open as possible.
“It's more a matter of creating the right
paradigm so that there is a healthy
environment for researchers to do the
right thing,” Haibe Kains said. “But also,
there is a path o commercialisation so
theat we can generate revene.”

At the end of the day

For researchers working in a company,
havwrever, the primary objective is likelier
tor be o generate revenue, not necessarily
tov achvance science, according to
Haibe-Kains. Yet he also said it was unfair
that sometimes big companies can blur
the lines between industry and academia
tor theeir mdvantage, such as using
academnic tools Journals o advertise
their seience and also get away with
withholding most of the data,

Thus, to him, the manner of AlphaFold
A's release exposed a deep misalignment
of incentives between researchers,
journals, and the industry,

Responding to criticism from the
academic community, senior authors of
me AlphaFold 3 paper had said they

publish their code within six
mrsnm-. and did so early in November.

Haibe-Kail i publishing the paper
first and fixing it six months later by
releasing the full code is still a
problematic move,

“But look, at the end of the day, it'sa
good thing they published the code out
there”

(Rohini Subrahmanyam is a freelance
Jourmelist in Bengalur.
roh.subbigmail .com)

Aesd
The Nilpharmarl narow-mauthed frag, which is
fournd in the Lateritic plateaus of the narthem
Wiestirr G hats. SPECIL ARRAGENENT

Study flags

agroforestry
threat to frogs

Rahul Karmakar

Researchers have found that agroforestry
practices may be harmful io some species
of endemic frogs, while a few are less
affected by modified habitats, The study
wis conducted by researchers from the
Mysuru-based Nature Conservation
Foundation (NCF-India), and the Bombay
Environmental Action Group (BEAG) .

The study was conducted by Vijayan
Jithin and Rohit Naniwadekar of the NCF.
The BEAG's researchers were Manali Rane
and Aparna Watve, The findings were
published in Ecodogical Applications, a
Jjournal of the Ecological Society of
America.

They studied the amphibian diversity
and abundance in the low-elevation
lateritic plateau of Maharashira's
northern Western Ghats across orchards,
paddy fields, and unmodified stretches
during the monsoon season between Jung
and September 2022, Four geographically
separated plateaus — Devi Hasol, Devache
Gothane, Gaonkhadi, and Bakale — were
sampled to capture the spatial variabilicy.

The research team found amphibian
diversity was lowest in paddy and
abundance was the least in orchards
compared to the relatively undisturbed
plateaus, Endemic species, including the
CEPF burrowing frog (Minervarya cepfi)
and Goan Fejervarya (Minervarya
somantakil, were less abundant in
madified habitats, indicating that
agroforestry practices may be particularly
detrimental to these vulnerable
amphibians.

"The conversion of plateaus into
agricultaral lands is a significant threat to
these habitats and the species they
support,” Jithin, the bead author of the
study, said,

“Given the expansion of orchards, we
recommend adapting agroforestry

Amphibian diversity was lowest
Iin paddy, and abundance was the
least in orchards compared to
the undisturbed plateaus

practices to be more frog-friendly.
Retaining natural water bodies and
ackding water sources in orchards,
combined with sensitisation and
incentives for landowners, could help
mitigate habitat loss,” he said.

Om the other hand, species such as the
Mimervarya sahyadrensis commaonly
found across South Asia were more
prevalent in paddy fields, suggesting shifts
in community compesition due to habitat
changes.

“We cannot say the more generalist
species are adapting (to modified
habitats) since that needs a longer period
in the time scale of evolution. They are
spreading into such habitats,” [ithin, the
lend awthor, wld The Hindu.

The lateritic plateaus, formed through
volcanic activity millions of years agn, are
rich in endemic tum.lwr_'mlly baut largely

1, Tradi iom of
lhu-.n plateaus into padidy fields has now
given way to blasting and transforming
the lindscape into mango and cashew
orchards,

The study highlights how these
conversions reduce critical habitats for
frogs, such as rock pools that protect
tadpobes and egps during monsoon dry
spells,

"Low-elevation plateaus are home to
endemic and threatened species of plants
amnd animals that rely on clean water
sources, Their presence indicates the
health of aquatic resources, which are the
lifeline of local communities, It is
necessary to conserve and restore the
freshwater habitats to ensure the
well-being of all life forms,” Watve, also
the coordinator of the International Union
for Conservation of Nature Species
Survival Commission’s Western Ghats
Plant Specialist Growp, said.

The study was funded by the United
Kingdom-based On the Edge
Conservation, BEAG, The Habitat Trust,
and NCF-India.

(rahul karmakarithehindu.co.in)
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Windfall gains tax on oil put to rest: the move and its significance

SUKALP SHARMA
MNEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

and there is a robust supply in the Indian do-
mestic market,

" ily l » thewind

other major supply shock.
The levy on diesel m:panﬁ was initially
if ATF.

nw duties were reviewed lortmghtly
inm,

fall gains lax was not generating significant

THE GO\ T on Monday

revenue. In fact.

the windfall gains tax on domestic produc-
tion of crude il and export of diesel, petml
and aviation turbine fuel (ATF), r.crappuru; the
levy that was introduced 3

been zero since July 20, 2022 and on diesel

exports, it had been nil since March 1, 2024,
Dn.i\Tf-nxmeklhemnd}allgalmlnms

reduc , 2024, whileon

ago
amid a surge in the prices of crude oil and
loey fusels in the international market in the
walmadRLLﬁla s imvasion of Lkraine,

domesticoil production, the Ew was brought
dowm to zero from September 18, 2024,
For all practical purposes then, the tax

bout the ity of
the luels in the domestic market amid the
global energy turmadl at the time had con-
tributed o the decision to impose the levy,
Bura lot has changed since then. After the
initial shock and supply concermns, gluhaloll
and fuel flows have stabilisec]

was ol — it has now been buried.

When it was first introduced on July 1,
2022, the windfall gains tax on domestic
crude was Rs 23,250 per tonne, which trans-
lated to roughly $40 per barrel, Crude oil
prices were well above $100 per barrel at the

crude ice loweer,

time, They. 75 per barrel, and
are unlikely to shoot up unless there is an-

‘LAKE-EFFECT SNOW' PHENOMENON
FREEZING THE GREAT LAKES REGION

Arvesident removes snow in Angola, New York, on November 30, e vyt

PARTS OF upstate Mew York,
Penmnsylvania, Ohio, and Michigan, situ-
ated along the Great Lakes, have seen
nearly 1.2 metres of *lake-effect” snow
since last Frid

The movement of a cold air mass

source of maisture,” Pandolfo said. “In
practice, we actually need the air o actu-
ally have enough mpisture in it before it
really starts going over the Lakes,”

How does the moisture-laden air lead

across stretches of trig-
gers the lake effect, a phenomenon that
has captivated weather experts,

W’lth the right conditions, the rising,

e air causes

Lake-effect snow often occurs in rel-
dump copious

atively

tl\at cou]d bring "some really intense
snowfall rates,” [‘andnlfer.a:d

Rs 1% per litre, and
artracted a levy of Rs 6 per litre,

The tax and its rationale

The term windfall gains tax was used to
describe cesses under the ambut of ceneral
excise imposed on fuel expor
and domestic crude oll pm-
duction to tax supernormal
profits of fuel exparters and oil
producers,

For domestic crude il and ATF exports,
the windfall gains tax was in the form of
Special Additional Excise Duty (SAED); for
diesel and petrol, it was a combination of
SAED and Additional Excise Duty (AED),
which was also known as Road and
Infrastructure Cess (RIC),

MANRAJGREWAL SHARMA
CHAMDIGARH, DECEMBER 4

LEADER OF the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
Sukhbir Singh Badal was shot at on
Wednesday at the entrance to the Golden
Temple where he was on guard duty,

Badal, whowason awheelchairwith his
fractured right foot in a cast when the at-
tacker approached him, was not hurt.

The former Deputy Chief Minister of
Punjab has been awarded religious punish-
ment by the Akal Takht, the supreme tempo-
ral seat of the Sikhs, for the alleged misrulbe of
the SAD government from 2007 to 2017

Other members of the then Cabinet are
also performing atonement on the arder of
the Akal Takht by cleaning bathrooms and
utensils, etc.

What is the Akal Takht, what pesition
does it ocoupy in the Sikh community, and
what is the source of the authority it wields
over the Akali Dal?

EXPLAINED

its of oil producers and fuel exgponters o partly

But it declined to around Rs 13,000 crore in

oil prices, The levy on petrol
nil in the first revision itself, and was not
hiked afterward.

These levies were imposed as global oil
and fuel prices surged in the aftermath of

fuels  soften the blow of duty cuts on domestic  Fy24, and tnRsS.DDOnwL-mH'Z o far,
dglobal crude  petrol and diesel sales, the also mH— h Jevel, how-
1to hfi EveT, place even,
domestic demand, Several other countries  itsellwas nil. mmmysm the mov-
oo had i prof-  emir pro-
its of energy companies at the time. wisions as well, This may be seen as an assur-
) . ance to the country's oil indusery that the
The impact and signal o reime wi i d stabl

Russia's imvasion of Ukraine,
s the price of crude oil pro-
duced in India is bench-
marked to international
prices, domestic oil plices

The country's oil industry was under-
o t0 harve ahwaws b i ind

fall rax regime, It was argued that it limired

The scrapping of the windfall gains tax
may not have any notable impact on the fi-
lunclals CIFHDINHIII: n|| pmduscers ke Oil and
Natural

ONGC)and Ol India

publicly listed o

alsowent AL
marginson fuels were a lot more lecrative in
other markets, incentivising refiners, partic-
ularky the private sector players, o export fu-
els, This had resulted in fuel supply disrup-
thons in some parts of the country,

Apart from taking a share of windgall prof-

and i efforts to increase oil pro-
duction in acountry that depends onimparts
o meet more than B5% of its oil needs. The
frequent review of the bevies, it was argued,
made the taxation unpredictable,

The windfall gains tax mop-up was
around Rs 25,000 crore in 2022-23 (FY23),

(S WA 30) RELIGION

Akal Takht and the SAD

Akal Takht has imposed religious punishment on Sukhbir Singh Badal, What is the relationship between
the supreme temporal and spiritual seat of Sikhs and the Shiromani Akali Dal, which Badal headed?

lden

from the Mughal state, members of the com-
munity would gather at the Akal Takhr on

Khalsa contin-

Fthe last assemblies was con-

i The Ther are thin bands of Wh 0y Alcal Takht Baisakhi and Diwali for Sarbat Khalsa assem-
drastically increase snowfall torals, and it clouds thar can produce heavy sowfall — estahlished? blms Mmmcrunaldmslnnswnuldbem
y sl anl b just 5 i i The Akal Takdht, which fac ks
miles away untowched. more, And becawse the bands are narmoe;, Sahibyin the Golden Templ; e was es- ued, and
Residents along the Great Lakes, the  towms near each other could sM signifi- tahhslwd hy the sl):tl\ Slkh master Guru  vened by Maharaga Ranjit Singh ( 1801- 3Q] the
world's largest group of | lakes  cant differenc utionof  founderof the Sikch emgpire, in 1805

along the US-Canada border, are bracing
inthe

Forecasting Ialm{l'[nct SO can be

hn hthul E‘u:u Arjan Dew, bymu Mughals,

difficult; sllghl- tion
coming days, can have a major impact on where the
heaviest snow falls, according to the
How is the lake effect triggered ? weather service,
I the U5, the lake effect typically be-
gins when cold air — often fi Canada  Isthelak
—blows inover the Great Lakes'warmer  Great Lakes?

waters,

Warming air from the lakes then
pushes the moisture in the sky higher
into a zone most conducive to snowfall
because of its temperature, That creates
cloudls capable of dumping lots of precip-
iration dowmeind, said Phillip Pandolfo,
ameteorologist in the Mational Weather
Service's office in Buffalo, New York,

Mast of the moisture needed for lake-
effect snow does not actually come from

Lake-effiect snow goes hand-in-hand

with living near a Great Lake, In many
cases, about 30-61 cm of snow will fall,
lut occasionally it can get out of hand,

In Novernber 2022, lake-effect storms

dumped more than L8 metres of snow
in western New York, Those wintry
storms wwere the worst in New York since
at least November 2014, when some
communities south of Buffalo were hit
with 2,1 metres of SNOW over thrM :Iays,

scholar Amarijit
Singh of Guru Nanak Dew lewzrslly
Amritsar, G

sentenced. DrSathmdul Singh, Dean, Guru

[EI‘IL,\ and major fuel exporters like Reliance
Industries (RIL) and Mayara Energy (NEL)
|t chses, howwever, signal reliable and pre-
—and that thy
now Mn]s confident that a hard-to-manage
il and fuel prices and shocks

ane u.nlll:ely gning forward,

The Akalis dominated the SGPC in the
19605 and 1970s — and even in 1979, when
the turmoil in Punjab had begun, they won
the majority of seats in the SGPC, Akali con-
ol aver the SGPC began to slip gradually af-
ter Gurcharan Singh Tohra was installed as
the SGPC president in 1973, a post that he
held for 27 years,

Adter Tohra's demise and the decline of
militancy, the Akalis regained control of the
SGPC, Electi

been held since 2011, Some critics say the
SAD continues to be influential in the SGRC
howse primarily for this reason,

Some ohservers have suggested that the
relationship between the SGPC and SAD is
akin to the one that exists between the RSS
and BJP. However, Dr Pramaod Kumar, chair-
persan of the nonprofit research organisa-
tion Institute for Development and
Communication ([DC), Chandigarh, said this
s not an apt comparison,

’[he RSS!denuﬁes itself as a social and

Manak Devl GuruManak  cul i ahout [na-

Dev Punjab State Open University, said that — rionalist| ideology, wiule the SGPC is a reli-

the Akal Takht's justice appli lytothose  gious and social ith

who voluntarily submit toits authority, the management of Sikh shrines and chari-
*The Takht calls only those who affirm  table schools and hospitals,” he said,

their Sikh identity, and ronkhah (religious
. o ]

for governance, and is believed to have is-
sued the first directive { Hukemnama) from
hiere, urging Sikh congregations to contribute
horses and weapons to the Panth,

The Guru is said to have

the SGPC

ate on supporting the Maratha prince of  instill humility, Mo one has ever Akal
Incliowe, Jaswant Rao Holkar, against the British, — the Takht's directives,” he said, Takht Jathedar?
Among the prominent ]athudals of the On sew.'ra! ol:casl ons, the Akal Takl\l
Jathedar (head) of the Alal Akal Takht was Akali Phoola S Jathedar's dec
Takht appointed? maoned Maharaja Ranjit Singh for a moral — fluenced by the SAD,
Initially, the . the bom, resulting in the Maharaja re- W During the 1990s, when Parkash Singh

Alal Tal:hl ].uhudar dunng the annual con-
After

swords, s]ﬂnbn'lmng miri {temporal pm\m]

and piri 5 lity), The sword reps

ceiving a public logging at the Akal Takht,

Badal led the SAD and Gurcharan Singh
Tohra presided over the SGPC, concemns
were the faimess and cred-

ing rmiri was slightly shorter, i
primacy of spiritual authority over tempo-
ral power.

The Akal Takht was also a symbol and
representation of the Sikh defiance of
Mughal authority, Histarian Joginder Singh,
a former professor at Guru Naml: Dev

Following the enactment of the Sikh
E‘u:dwarasm in 1925, lhn]atheda: hegan

v trod over th however, ﬂmapwm- What
ment of the Jathedar came under the  Shiromani Akali Dal (which Sulchbir
il of lhu Darbar Sahib ¢ i and the SGPC (which
the  which by leaders Alcal 1
lowal to the regime, The SGPC and SAD share a historically in-

tertwined relationship rooted in the
Gurdwara Reform Movement of 19.2&

whe Shiror

Parbandhak Commirttee (SGPC), a body
formed in 1920 to manage Sikh shrines and
free them from British. mahmnts,

The SGPC d [
15, 1920 ro manage historical Sikh shrines,
while the SAD, formed on December 14 that

LlnMHI'y who has written on

the lakes, but rather from cold air that
bl them,"It's iscon-
ception that the lakes are a tremendous
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Mukherer Nagar Classes have Shifted 1o

SECTOR 15

collapsir

stretch of the Mew York State Thruway.
AP

e,

IAS GS Foundation |
| Course |
| o OftE | dgaEh |

e 12 December | 8 PM |

¢ 9311 406 440

the 12-foot-high plat-
Formy of the Akal Takht symbolised a chal-
lenge to the Mughal government in Agra
{and later Delhi}, where Emperor Jahangir
{1605-27), on whose order Guru Arjan Dey
wasexecuted, saton an 11-foot-| hngl\thmm

The SGPCis currently the apex poverning
body of all Sikh gurdwaras in the states of
Punjab and Himachal Pradesh, and the Undon
Territory of Chandigarh,

How does the Akal Takht hand out

amyone else fi

How did the .Rka]Talm function after
h and last Guru,
Guru Gobind Singh?

The Akal Takht became the focal point for
Sikhs during the difficult period following
the execution of Banda Singh Bahaclur, the
general of the Khalsa army, in 1716, Prof
Amarjit Singh said,

s the Sikhs faced massive persecution

Az the head of the highest seatof tempo-
ral power of the Sikhs, the Jathedar of the
Aleal Takeht is the supreme temporal and re-
ligious authority of the Sikhs, and the final
wwird on the affairs of the community,

The Jathedar must be baptised, possess
deep knowledge of Sild history and soriptures,

 initially acted as a task force of the
SG[E to mobilise Sikhs against corrupe moe-
hants and British interference in gurdwaras,

Bath orgaluﬁmns institutionalised the
Khal fichism, and be-

ibility of Jathedars,

WIn 1994, the acting Akal Takht |athedar,
Prof Manjit Singh, tried to unite fractured
Akali factions, but Badal's faction resisted,
Badal was summaoned to the Akal Takht,
Ieading to public confrontations at the
Darbar Sahib complex,

W During the Tohra-Badal feud in 1999,
the Badal camp pushed for the removal of
Akal Takht Jathedar Bhai Rangit Singh, which
happened on Febrsary 10, 1999,

W After 2005, when the SAD leadership
beggnm:lmnglmsf.[(wﬁldem lhumn-
cems politicali

came pillars of the Sikh religious and politi-
cal leadership,

Ashurosh Kumar, a professor of political
scienoe at Fanjab University, Chandigarh, de-
seribed the Akal Takht, SGPC, and the
Shiromani Akali Dal as the “three poles” of
Sikh politics,

The SAD has aften sought o control the
SGPC through electoral dominance, The
SGPCs gunmal house, with 191 members, in-
chedes 1 Controlling the

s,
Any person who identifies as a Sikh can
be summoned to the Akal Takht, tried, and

SGPC, which appaoints the Akal Takht
Jathedar, gives SAD significant influsnce.

Mvtar Singh Makkar, a relatively unknown
figure in Akali politics, became SGPC presi-
dent, and held the post for 11 years,

W Akal Takht Jathedar Gurbachan Singh,
along with other high priests, faced a back-
lash for announcing a controversial unilat-
eral pardon to Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh,
the Sirsa dera chief, in September 2015,
whichwas later revoked, Many Sikds had al-
leged that the decision was influenced by the
SAD — which was confirmed by Sukhbir
Singh Badal during his questioning by the
Aleal Takht Jathedar on December 2.

Production cap, chemicals ban: Why global plastic treaty talks collapsed

MNIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 4

COUNTRIES NEGOTIATING a landmark
iy h & Al
reach an agreement on December 1 — mone
thanlﬂﬂnmsmnmdwulrhpmdumun

Why did the negotiations fail?

The main dispute was regarding the de-
mand for production cap goals in the final
treaty alang with :Iear]anguagu on the

and

pmduct; l‘lus dcmand was pushr.-d bya

ing Africanand LannAmlcan naticmns, am:l
i th i

buta
only to target plastic waste,

The weeklong talks,
wehich imvolved nearly 200
countries, took place in
Busan, South Korea, This
was the fifth round of negotiations since
March 2022, when the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA) agreed to
develop a legally hinding treaty on plastics
pallution by the end of 2024,

Discussions on the draft text of the
treary will continue next year,

[reparn

EXPLAINED
ENVIRONMENT

most o ion.

Irwas vehemently op-
posed by a coalition in-
cluding Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Russia, and Iran,
They argued that the in-
clusion of provisions on plastic production
cuts would be beyond the mandate of the
2022 resolution to end plastic pollution,

Kuwait said that in a bid to inchede such

provisions in the final treaty, the mandate
r 3

PLASTIC POLLUTION IN NUMBERS

430 million tonnesof plastic
are produced annually, two-thirds of
which are short-lived products,
whlﬁmnhmﬂmmﬂe

1(] KI of the plastic ever produced
has been recycled so far

11 million wonnes of plastic are

currently entering the ocean
mnudly

46 M}olph;lkwm is land|
and 17% isincinerated

20 million wnnesof plastic
litter end up in the environment
every year Sotaree: LN EIUCN

draft text also provided clear definitions of
plastic and plamc pmdllﬂi hut itdid nr.lr
reflect

as microplastics, nanoplastics, primary
plastic polymers, and recycling.

Despite pushback from countries such
as Saucliand Kuwait, the draft text included
options to include a goal m reduce plastic
production after the treaty is finalised.

i e

lived plastics were also included,

What was India's stance?

50 as net to overlap with existing multilat-
eral environmental agreements,

Inckia outlined its stance in the opening
plenary, It said it did not support any arti-
les on “supply®, referring to the disoussions
on curbing production, The Indian delega-
tion also said the susnmablc level of pro-
ducti lobal
well defined, and may become a method
for imposing a cap on the production of
products, chemicals, or primary polymaers,

According to India, production of pri-
mary pnlyml:rs was lmtdlmly linked to

Inclia's stance

of countries in addressing phsnr |:a||umn.

plastic
gets on polymer or plastic production,
Instead, the focus should be on reducing

ial ition under th environ- The draft text reflected both points of  Thec plastic polhution.
mental action, India and China also sup- mmen;u;andmnmnnm ment of countries, and the need for the pro- At the end of the talks, India said that a
ported the stand of this coalition. ision i i i e halano 1 i
abanunepmdunplmmdapmbumm i waste, It al plastic ! ting
nee- Wh treaty’s say? op bl of i

strictions, economic agendas,

[}
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US AaLL

Fapnavis, CM

Maharashtra and Mumbai are a destination for aspirations -
local, regional and national, He has his task cut out

EDITORIAL PAGE |

WorbpLy WISE
ATO-POUND SACK OF POTATOES
LASTS A LONG TIME,
—OcTavia E BUTLER

Don’t panic on population

Mohan Bhagwat's concern about consequences of
falling fertility rates is misplaced

AmIrast KuNnpu

MGIMPHIC [\’\R.I\.METERS HAVE tradi-

ol asstable —unlike
ciseconomic indicators, they change only in
The ol thed i

FIERWHAT SEEMED tobe iod ofsuspense,following asweep-
ing BJPvictory i Devendra set totak haschiel
minister in Mumbai' ;Azad Maidan, It is a moment of personal wndratlun
for Fadnavis, whose i, bust hasal:

inner-party friction, From becoming Magpur's youngest mayer at 27 in 1997 to a first-time
legislator in the Maharashtm assembly in 1999, to chief minister of the state in 2004, it has
been a story of rise and rise — with twists in the tale. As in 2022, when he became a reluc-

tant depasty to Chied Mmlmr Elmalll E'hmdr: inthe wmmum Formed after the Udedhay
Thackeray Ims Fact, Faclnavis is also
given miuch of the credit, or discredit, for engineering the splits in the Sena and ﬂ!n inthe

dragon eating up all the benefits of develop-
ment due to uncontrolled fertility has, how-
ever, changed within a decade into concems
that labour shortage could decelerate eco-
nomibe growth, Regional imbalances in polit-
ical representation isanother worry. But have
we it the sock

implications of the “success™ in achieving be-
low replacement {Mtlhly rate befm! makmg

palitical foring

SCon-
cem about India's falking fertility rate is mis-
placed, His advacxy ofthreeor e childrer
permunl- o

MNCF, the “tod phod (destruction)” of parties that has e I RSS halak
Maharashtra political landscape. l\;husswnmmm Ehzf).tnnm for the third time, the
BIPisclearyinch i ti all There
ahead for the new st Fior ey, ally doesn’t by ufllmm. M
will, however, h face upto other challengi
almm.Clm!thelmnmumlmthummtrymmnm of per capita income, GOP growth and
¥ he Indi nr.lry h, el The slackeni

choware Vidarbhaina stateof
striking regional inequalities, It shows up in the high uncmplnymcnt figures in both ur-

ban and rural areas, a deficit, lower ¢, spending.
Maharashira's downturn is framed, also, in the ancdeties stoked by the migration of some
high-profile industrial projects to neighbouring Gujarat. In this backdrop, the new gov-
ernment will have to tread a tightrope carefully, be it on the issue of Maratha reserva-
ton, orthe state's welfare schemes, For instance, the Ladki Bahin Yojana, a cash transfer
of Bs 1500 permonth to women between 21 to/65 years of age, whmc annual family in-

d economies — [apan, Korea,
China and several European countries —
problematic,especially inacountry like India
whose population threatens to cross the 16
billion mark by 2060, Such exhortations can
onky bead tovalarge increase inthe population
of poor states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
Jharkhand as it is difficult bo raise fertility in
states like Kerala, Kamatala, Tamil Nadu and
Punjab where the total fertility rate [TFR) has
come down tobess than 1.9, People donot ad-
st reproductivity inresporse o pn'litica'l slo-
gans or to meet grand national missions,

Iy, countries have thrived with

come isless than Rs 2,5 Lakh, is said t s thump-
ing win, and among its many anincreaseof the sl amount to Rs 2100
Timently, The onus will b e Fadnavis o halance and align

its social welfare goals with Ascal prudence and responsibility in a strained economy,
The winning BJP camypaign in Maharashtra featured pnlammg ;Ing,m; - el( haintoh
safie hain®, said Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and

stable and even declining populations by
meeting labour shortages in centain regions
o in eritical sec igration and

targeted skill development, What one needs
lndr.l therefore, is to facilitate labour mobility

for interstate

.-;u"‘-

nal potenthusi. Asthe head of withal dateand as aleader

working and living

wetter, he mast now send am hiewell reachout and inchude, nok just
thiose who veted For the Mahayuti, bt also those who did not. The onus of sobriety and
I h il s also on him by and Mumbai are For aspira-
tions — local, regional and national, From affirming identity to nurturing enterprise, agri-
culture to industry, physical infrastruc ial well-being, he has his task cut out.

UNPARDONABLE PARDON

Joe Biden's exoneration of his son undermines rule of law,
lends credence to charges of liberal hypocrisy

I"R.EII]ENI‘]J\].MMN mtthIS and across democracies — s an nppnr—
coupy il Joe Biden's"c
nnnal pardon to his son, Hunmr dumntmerelympmsnntamtmalandab—
dication. It al ksofa that ..«r]’my and
lendsweight tothe criticisms that, for all their rightec ic,its leadersare i
as June, Biden had "thax‘l J:Jurymclsmn Iwﬂlm
pardon hi 1T 'sclaim his year, The

arguments in defence of outgning president Biden's actions — that the conviction was part

mnmnam for workers and improving their
shlls, It would be Emiportant to review the le-
gal and administrative barriers created by the
states in recent years, particularly during the
Covid period, which reserved lover and mid-
dle-level jobs for local population.

Two years ago, Bhagwat had called for a
comprehensive population policy and ar-
gued that there should not be disparities in

ion growth across o This
concern has largely been addressed by the
trend emerging from the National Family

A significant fertility decline
will not be witnessed in the

1tL 5 18 petting

o around the
acement level, Also, the
current TFRs are muich
abowve the replacement level
in several states, Even in the
low fertiliey states, several
districes will have TFR above
ment level, even as

510 2036, The regional
and subregional shoreages of
labour can be addressed by
facilitating short and long
term mobility,

and Health Survey. The data reveal that al-
though the fertility rate for Muslims is higher
than all sther socio-religious growps, the rate
ofitsdecline has been very fast. Studies sug-
gest that a policy of educational, social and
economic development would reduce the
TFR of Muslims, Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, resulting in their comver-
gence with the fertility rates of other com-
munities in the next two decades,

Bhagwat has also voiced concern about
the southemn states losing political space at
the national level due to their declining share
in pnpulatlun - thl.- mllmltatmn process of

and seat alloca-

The work participation rate for women,
despite showing some improvement in re-
cent years, is much below the most develop-
ing economies, The demographdc transition
wiald mltam]y upr.-n up nppnrtulutm for
WOITIEn b place
mﬂ! labour market One mast not foeget that

mal activities and stuck in the quagmire nf
poverty, owing totheir low prochctivity, With
a reasonably high economic growth in mod-

ern manufacturing and tertiary activities, as
projected currently, there will be a shift of
workers away from the low productive and

tion is hased on population, This apprehen-

based activities, The country has
a hig reservoir of semi-employed and home-
workers, The stress in the labour mar-

:utti!\gms thei ical spectrum They et could lyse the process of skill devel-
theirage-  opment for thermn,
although th Theother ch i full

rm;uftheelderly imthese states are way be-
low the global average. In the last three
months, the chiel ministers of Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana and Tamil Nadu have
voiced such concerns and urged people to
have more children. Yet another concern of

or part-time work for people in the age group
of G0 75 years. Presently theirwork partic-
ipationis higher than most developing coun-
tries and the world because household sur-
vival strategics force them taenter the labaur
market. The imperative, instead, shoubd be to

isthe of fumnds
inpopula-  also providi Thecoun-
tionisace helomula s dstoi and
puts the southern states at a disads building edd age h for the elderly single

These are political-administrative problems
and states should propose altermate ways to
retain their pcllml:al spam wllhn the Fedmal

structhure

and couple is long overdue,

Strategies to link the elderly with their
families are being considered a stronger op-
tion, given thn]ndlan cultural context, The

ghving the Gamily

tage for efficiency of mmml

of population by the Finance C i memhnrsa' p sum amount under the
going into a competitive mode to increase  Shram Yogi Maandhan Yojana, after the de-
population is no solution. i Thesch

Would a sharp fall in fertility resultin a
labsour shortage? Thisisunlikely, A significant
Fertility dhecline will not be witnessed in the
:nmmg decades. Kerala's TFR has lncmamd

that of other

has not become popular as there is no bene-

fit for families at the demise of the members.
It seems that the panic button is being

pressed for reasons that are not SOCIDECD-

ting stabilised around the replacement level.
Als, the current TFRs are much above the re-
placement level in several states. Even in the
lowy fertility states, several districts will have
TFR abowe replacement bevel, even as laie as
in 2036, The regional and subregional short-
ages of labour can be addressed by facilitat-
ing short and long-term mobility.

nomicor elatec
itisi

AI the highest level is set up to analyse the
tnum:ls a.nd pallerm of demagraphic transi

aroadmag

o the future.

The writeris Professor Emenitus ot L|
University, Amedbod

SUKHMANI MALIK

BRAIN ROT IS THE ANSWER

For a generation grappling with the chaotic world it has inherited

of a*witch hunt” and th, Hunter uted by a Donald Trump-

lexd White H ice 1y the I

the last four years. That nthcrLlS I have al: used the pardon is
v, Given how bons a "rules-hased order” worldwide, and

chidles other countries on this count, the pardon seems
Hunter Biden has been convicted of lying about his drog use while pun:haslng afmalm
and tax evasion, His actions and cnnwmnn i used by the during

IN 20016, KLALIS Schwab, executive chairper-
son of the World Economic Forum, an-
nuumd the arrival of the Fau:rth Indusm'al

nfam:n o mfn(mannn and thL- collapse of

-al and dig-

theelection i just partolK,

platform. Biden's rmsuml\g for the pardon N:hnu; Tlump 's response to the cases against
him: "l also beli has... led to i f justice,” This is not menely a fa-
ther ensuring his son does nnrgu o pmnn Tlut lcw Demacrats have criticised his action is

ital, he said, " it will change not only what we
o butalso whowe are," That the possibilities
of this momaent ane infinite is cear. People and
states alike ane l!ymglu fird thee best path-

sees anaction

telling. It speaks of ihy
wihen it is committed by an opponent. Finally, thu argument that the pardon is :nnmtu

dlisruption. At the same
time, the gluba.l onder as we know it has be-

tional and legal distracts from the larger issue; A parclon that i

ethic:

— for a free speech activist whistleblower or protestor —violates the justice principle,

In the aftermath of the US election — and the collapse of centrist and centre-left gov-
ernments in many countries — liberal politics faces a challenge and a question: Why are
WMN whu ance ;uppnnndsudl parties ahandoning them? A part of the answer may well

un L Eullﬂdc the suited-booted
wuuuuu' for nzlaypcr—
woks crued, L

I:M.‘rwhclmmg. The warin Llltrame a.'nd thc

assaultonGaza,

a5 was llv: fatal grip of the pandemlcand!ls

v chasr the talkof equality of ality of se-
IL‘ﬂM‘]unmn Inthe LS, Biden's decision andtl\elackalcrmclsm from his own camp has
given voters no reason tochange that view,

TATER TALES

Bengal's love for the tuber is making itself felt in the potato
shortage in the east
™ WEST BENGAL, the potato is in the eye of a storm — production shortage has
prompted the state to stop its export to neighbours Jharkhand and Odisha, causing
prices toshoot ugin th Bengal, whic about 90- 100 kakh
of potatoes every year, also happens to be among its biggest consumers — Bengalis
consume about 60 lakh tonnes of potatoes annually,

Sharing might be caring, but Bengal’s love for the tuber may be at the root of its po-
tato protectionist stance, Like rdl oil aned machher jhol, th back a long way,
It pops up inWest Bengal's street food like phuchika, in the sy posto that precedes the
Sunday mutton cuery, incomplete in isell without lhe melt-in-the- muuth Enodmess of
the golden fried potato, or in winter, as an ace o irkochur,
As for the Kolkata biryani, with its boiled egg and potato, mnnﬂenga]n will pay a debt
of gratinede to Wajid Ali Shah; Exiled to Bengal, with his wealth fast depleting, the Last
nawab of Awadh is credited with having fuffed up the biryani with an egg and potato
o replace the copious amounts of meat required For the delicacy, While this might not
be entirely historically accurate, it is not difficult to see why falling production might
set odf a crisis in the state,

There is a darker subtext too, b Bengal's connection with the potato, British enter-
prise had i the root vegetable in the state's He in the late 18th cen-
tury, Thee plant’s hardiness meant that itwould soon become widely cultivated and afford-
abile, During the Bengal Famine of 1943, caused as much by Winston Churchill's policy
failureasby dmughl inflation and hmn:lmg. It wiotikd be potato pud]; and rice gruel — food
aculture of root-

impact on the economy and the
people that sustain it. How does one reclon
with this inheritance? What is the appropri-
ate response? |s there one?

There is afamous song by a famous singer
that often comes to mind these days, Finneas
in"The DO’ sinygs, "I think about the Y0/ When
the future was a testament| To something
beautiful and shiny, now| We're anly count-

The anxicty of not wanting
to be caught off-guard, like
when Facehook and ies ilk
ook offin the bad old

what happens o the beain in the absence of
amy inconvenience, in the age of absolute ac-
cess, (Think: Blinkit, SW|ggy 56 intermet,

all gonna clie”,
*Brain rot” makes up part of another digi-
tal pulec - thls year, like previous ones, saw

touch-screen | hle up as movie
screens) BnmmLa.ﬁ in wiutyunbnm does
whenits jobine sit

many and platforms pick words
lha[ am attmnptmg 1o capture lM swell of

back and watch the computers ta.'ke over,
[Think: Al overviews, chatbots that can sim-
plify complex texts, "smart” watches, TVs,
Friclges, homes ). Brain rot, as in something that
can help the brain revel in its rotting (Think:

| changes we ane 1
l‘hc runmers-up for Oxford were *lore”, "de-
masme”, “romantasy™ which amallmthul born
uutnfﬂ!lnmmmm -

nence anks toit. Theans-

zlyalmt wamm{m becaughmif—g;md liloe

Reality TV, doom-scrolling, h 1
“Brain ret” is another in a long, disjointed
list of that spell out a

nd i offin the bad
ald Noughties, is palpable, Everybody, from
alists tocitizens, seems

pattem, if one pieces ther TheChill

towant apart

Gy Girl, the “thisis fine” meme(
inside a house on fire) and bed rot, all com-
LI I Th

Noughties, is paly
Everybody, from
o journalists
SCCITS Lo Want toe
is culture apart and
understand vx_'n.':l)«' what’s
poing o1 is poing on —
and what it all means, Hence

e that’s bef) Wi yihing

behind me", the many words of the year,
;‘;mmmkli rﬂ wekiak all ing the arrival of

with Finneas. s selection rWD.‘ ol ! a we've been in

absurdity and chaos, Picked after wide pubilic

the middle of fora quarter af

be: “Yeah, we know it's
all gone for a toss, What about (17 Gen 2's so-
lution te the current mament ef churm is not
lnbal:away Itisinstead, o ook, engage and
et hother: Don't
seriously, Tied together with humour and
heavy, sometimes concerning, levels of irony,
brain not is how this generation reckons with
its absurd inheritance,
Casper Grathwohl, president of Oxford
Languages, says about this year's selection; "It

cy self-aws
ness in the younger generations about the
harmiul impact of social media that they've
imherited." Itis, inessence, like most Gen 2 -

stan tly what's going on as itis going on
— and what it all means. Hence, the many
wondds of thee year, all announcing the arrival
of a moment we've been in the micddle of for
aquarter of a century,

The absurdists have it, folks. We are all hur-
tling towards an unknowable, probably un-
pleasant, oblivion, Choldng on the air we are
trying to breathe, alarm bell after alarm bedl
about the dange rmiisfdis
age, and the cruelties we witness while it all
goes on — there is a sour taste in the mouth,
and not musch hope to work with. But while
the world Blindly panics, one generation’s
strategy seems to be, “this is fine”, Aslm\gas
we are laughing — and engaging — B g
ing by be fine”, Thene maybealc_“nnmﬂlat

discussion, the 2024 word is “brain mt” — asin acentury. maour, an "in joke”, The punchline is; "We're sukhmani malikiexpressindgia,com
DECEMBER 5, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO
Brorar ToLL sist the state auth inthe timeofthe sittingof a industry, if

AN OVERPOWERING SMELL of death en-
weloped parts of Bhopal, as the death toll in
the December 3 gas leakage tragedy was
feared to have crossed the L100mark, Half of
thosechoked alocal pes-
ticide manufacturing plant of Union Carbide
were children, The Prime Minister, Rajiv
Gandhi, i i ' i
uleancl flew to Blsopal to take stock.

EXPERTS IN BHOPAL
THE EENI‘RE Hl\Smnl two teams of experts,

of the causes of gas leakage from the Union
Carbide’s pesticide plant. The Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilisers have deputed its
chemical industry advisor, plant protection
advisor, and an official of the directorate gen-
eral of technical development to help the lo-
cal officials in dealing with the leakage.,

VIOLATIONS IN BHOPAL

THE UNION CARBIDE pesticide factory in
Bhopal violated the environmental guide-
limves for the sitting of swch a hazardous in-
dustry, In the guldclmns issued in July, the

ine alists, to Bhopal

epaper. lndlansxprswnm .. .

of says that at the

any major settlement’s notified limit is
within 50 kms, the spatial direction of the
settlemnent must be assessed for at least a
decade, The industry should also be sited at
least 25 km from the projected growth
boundary of the settlement,
ExTREMISTS TRIAL
OVER 400 EXTREMISTS were arrested by se-
curity foroes during the army action in Punjak,
on charges of waging a war against the gov-
emment and sedition. They will be tried by a
Special Court outside Punjab, The trial is ex-
pected to begin mid-Decermnber,

i |
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Bangladesh is unlike Pakistan

Stray incidents notwithstanding, its history, constitution and people are
ashield against radicalism and extremism

SYED MUNIR KHASRU

THE RECENT CONTROVERSY invahding the
Bangladesh chapter of the International
Society for Krishna Conscousness (1SKCON)
has underined the country's challenges in
maintaining its legacy of tolerance in the af-
termath of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's
ouster who has brrn prw:dcd 1hr|tcr1n
Irnclia, M

lets of the arrest of ISKCON leader Chinmoy
Krishna Das Erallmadun and the tragie death
of Ad lif 26
has fueled debates about communal har-
iy in Bangladesh,

Bangladesh is the world's eighth-mast
populous country and 35th-largest econanmmye
It is the second-largest exporter of ready-
made garments {RMG] and home o BRAC,
lhrwurld slnrg:u NGO, and Grameen Ermk

| Laurcate P nimacl
Yunus, a pieneer of microcredit finance and
head of the interim carctaker government.
Following Hasina's departure, concems have
emerged in certain quarters over the resur-
sence af Islamist political parties and whether
Bangladesh could shift toward theocracy in
amation where over 90 per cent of the popu-
lation is Muslim, There have also been some
comparisonswith Pakistan and Afghanistan.

The story of Bangladesh's independenc ¢

halding and promating tolerance. Reports ex-
;u;gnanr@ﬂr:wmmlmwmh.m:lmmwlwﬁ
tematic

ignare the local mnlcxt and Bangladesh's
unmcwutn-(ultuml identity,

|1 rooted ina smlgglr: against ¢

Unhl«: I‘akm:m. whl:rl: religious ideologies

ion uniguely bal-
ances secular principles with Islam as the
statl: r!:]lglun The Supreme Court's 2016
|

anec o strictiine
Bangladesh's identity is anchored in Bengali
nationalism. During the liberation war of
I."J?'I Enngladcﬂnscmphaiﬁcdllnguln ancl

tiveness rather

uniformity. =
The call for autonormy, often symbolisec
by the term " Eang]adr;hl since the Early

Judgment Iskam's recognition
ducs not cuntradil:t ll\c state’s w:culﬂrlbluga
enjoy equal plw:l:tlun and rights under the
law, The social fabric reflects this balance, vis-
ible in the shared courtyards
between masques and temples in regions
like Lalmonirhat.

19605, reflects this desi i
|dr||l|ly Tlm ]mlunc :n:slm:r n:mlml B5

rality and assertion of adistinct Bengali iden-
tity, which continues toshape its political an
social landscape even today,

The recent unrest centres an a public
demonstration held by ISKCON members,
durmg whicha salln:ln flag = often associated

the national flag of Banglaclesh at a rally in
Chittagong on October 25. This act waswidely
condemned as a violation of natkonal sover-
eignty and an affront to the country's secular
identity, leading to the Brahmachari's armest.

The situation escalated when SKCON's
supporters, reportedly enraged by the court's
decision to deny bail to Brahmachard, sur-
rounded a prison van and began protesting.
These protests quickly turmsed vislent, with

his are lnown for their moder-
ate, devout Faith and progressive outloak.
Influenced by Sufi traditions, the country’s
religious landscape promotes s piritualism
and peaceful coexistence, contrasting with

i
ing rrg,iulls\ The state's emphasis unrrllglum
tfor religion with-

out it dlc!almg publlc life, in sharp contrast
with the theocratic shift in countries lile
Myghanistan, Even during the political turmiil
fallowing Sheikh Hasina's ouster, community
leaders and students have united to protect
the religious sites of the minorities.

Despite the emergence of radicalism in
many parts of the world, these sentiments re-
main on the fringe and have not received
widespread support in secular Bangladesh.
Counterterrorism efforts have dismantled
nrlwurk; like  Jama'atul Mujaludt't'n

Jihatl

throwing brickbats, and causing damage to
public property, including windows at the
COU Mosque complex,

During the clashes, Advocate Saiful
Islam Alif, a member of the Chittagong Bar
Association, died :mrl his body was dese-

Bangladesh (IMB) and Harkat

Islami Bangladesh (Hu]l-| E:\wwmtmgthc
tise of a unified |slamist front.

Th is resilience stems panly from

s experience vio-

lence, such.as the 2016 Hobey Artisan Bakery

n::mk_ The state’s firm response, combined

crated, which further blic sen-
timent.

‘While communal tensions can arise in
B.mgﬂdnlt. ||lcl:muthl:r parts of Smllh'\sla

with the c s rejection of mtremist
ielealogries has ensured that such an incident
has not ocourred since,

The interim government's mq;h.nﬁ has

incidents, overlooking Bangladesh's com-
miendable, if not perfect, track recard in up-

SARJAN SHAH

IT HAS NOW been a decade of Prime
Minister Narensdra Modi's dispensation in
New Dielhi, and during this ime almaost no
ohservers of international politics can have
failed to notice a gradual, though acoeberat-
ing shift in not only India's intermational
stature, but alsoin its posture. In foreign pol-
iy analysis, one must consider both what a
nation does and what its diplomats say. It is
always the great powers of the time that de-
firse thee frarmeworks and narratives within
wehich all actions and decisions end up being
seen, Sometimes great powers explicitly

ublish their doctrines: The United States

ad a Monroe Doctrine in the 19th century,
and a Wilson Doctrine during and after
Workd War LIn marmyways, Henry Kissinger

also been on arder and safe-
guarding minority communities, Both
Professor Yunus and Army Chief General

While communal

R Sastkumar

Waker-Uz-Zaman visited several termples and
shirines ahead of Durga Puja, Except for a few
isolated incidents in a country of nearly 180
million, attacks on minorities, including
Hindus, have been limited and largely neu-
. Henee, structural conditions and
sentiment in Bangladesh do ot Gvaur
a Taliban-stybe takeover or Pakistani-style
quasi-military rule under the cloak of so-
called democracy.

In addition, the country’s vigorous en-

siuns highlightslts ocommitment W'ilabﬂity
ey . While,

ernance has often been marked by shifts bc
tween authoritarianism and radicalism,
Bangladesh's trajectory has been one of bal-
ancing democratic aspirations with a firm
stance against militancy.

If religion akone could shape a state's tra-
jectory, Bangladesh would not have parted
ways with Pakistan. Instead, people’s free-
spirited nature and a rich tradition of cultwral
@ elebration llauc created a space whl:n: be-

't ict mu 1 0

mincled and i his have

‘WHAT THE OTHE

“The rising need for social care
among the UKS biggest publs
dlelays to policics to address i

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

RS SAY

1 ageing population is widely recognised wo be
podicy challenges. But that hasne stopped repeated

= THE GLIARDIAN

The shadow
of division
Cutting off certain parts of our past

canonly dilute and diminish
the national ethos

SALMAN KHURSHID

TWOINTERESTING, PERHAPS challenging.
of our i !

ing have been expressed by | Sai Decpak
{'Constitution is not at case with civilisa-
tion', IE, Nevember 29) and Faizan Mustata
(It lnoks forward, rooted incivilisation', IF,
Movember 20), Without doing injustice to
the writers, both accomplished legal ana-
lysts, it would be useful to summarise their
thoughts,

| Sai Deepak believes “replacing civili-
sational consciousness with, . constitu-
tienalism is bound to denude socicty
of...collective memory and a sense of his-
bory". Hewerites, “Simply put, inindepend-
ent India, colonial condescension went on
todon the clnak of constiutional morality
whose purpose has been to reform the na-

tion, rejecting Partition for its lack of a com-
prehensive solution of the Two Nation the-
sis. But for those on the other side of the in-
tellectual and philosophical aisle, it is time
tocall the madern political spade by its
name, instead of resorting to the cuphe-
mism af good intentions.

Itis time, then, for patriots to raise their
vaice in unison to proclaim that India's
glory is as much in its ancient past as in
medieval civilisational integration. For
that matter, rejection of colonial imposi-
tiens on our cultural heritage need not be
limited to propenents of ancient Indian
civilisation, but must include Muslim
civilisation that Fought the bloodiest hat-
the against it in 1857, India's civilisation is
ecqually enriched by Emperor Ashoka and
Emperor Albar. Each generation can de-
cide how much of the past needs celebra-
tion and reaffirmation: itwould be a mat-
ter of collective choice, But red lines to cut
off certain parts of our past, arbitrarily
drawn and encouraged and supported by
political powers of the day, can only dilute
and dirminish the glory of the ideaof India
we cherish,

Further, thrw ried lines cannat be al-

tive |dcnt|tywl af its ¢ with the
aid af al i lar val-
s siich as secularism.”

I inamanner
the past and redesign the present to oblit-
erate centuries of composite culture. There

is no such entitl w the pupu]arly

Inoks forward and is rooted in ci
and that the Constituent Assembly de hates
reflected the framers” deep knowledge of
Imdia’s civilisation. He writes, "We are in-
deed proud of sur glorious chalisation that
gave birth to the idea of India that under-

ehected g y ot for

prople wlm take tlu: law into tlu::l own

hands. The Places of Worship (Special

Provisions) Act sought to provide a

suarelrail at the stroke of the midnight bour

on f\ugust |J 1947 — the mumr.'nt whl:n
o freedom. It

lines protection to, and pr won of di-
wersity, tolerance and acceptanoe.”
Curiously, bath authors can claim to be
expressing points of view commaonky held
lay people who see them as nuanced shifts
of emphasis, sometimes for analytical rea-
sons and at others to score an ideological
emphasis. What is often lost sight of is the
Fact that our past, as in every comparable
civilisation, cannat be described as uni-
formly applaudable, and our recent past,
: |

inspirational act of natlw—l:lulldlru;unlm—
half of the new generation of free Indians,
If ever there was a departure from the
shackles of colonialism, it was that.
Sadly, we lost the moment and mo-
mentum in submitting oursehves tothe ex-
ercise of establishing afresh the status of
contested sites at the time of Indepen-
dence, undermining the far-sightedness
and faimess that informed that pragmatic
<1c! Dm © again, it is no |ungn amatter of

f v .—
of years of ancient Indian civilisation, can-

g the p tocasta

notbe 1 tobe g li

this discussion as irrelevant except when
it poses a challenge to a preferred world
wiew. To be frank, every time we speak of

tred this path with blood and sweat since
February 21, 1952, when martyrs gave their
lives to resist Urdu being |ln|xncd as llv: na-

our civilisational heritage, we refer to
“Indian” in terms of Hindu or Vedic pre-
cepts. Periadically, some commentators
strive to make a point about the features of

tlumllﬂngu:@: by

can arise in Banpladesh, like
inother parts of South Asia,
international media often
mistepresent these incidents,
overlooking Bangladesh's
commendable, if not perfect,
track record in upholdis
and promoting tolerance.
Reports exaggerating the
situation, such as claims of
systematic suppression of
Hindu organisations, ignore
the local context and
Bangladesh's unique socio-
cultural identity.

til t i 1£|I?L

the Col being unnecessarily bor-
rowed from the West when our ancient

Today, February 21 is unive
International Mother Language Day.

As the interim government steers the
country towards clections, the challenges it
faces are real, but the strengths it possesses
are exqually significant. While vigilance is nec-
essary, the core values that have shaped

estassetin navigating these uncertain times

racy and the
rights associated with it. In the streets of
the country, one hears aspirations for a
Hindu Rashtrabut the attributes and char-
acter of such a state are notever articulated.
Must we accept freedom of conscience
and equality under Articles 15 and 16 to be
subse rvient o a way of life with starkly dif-
ferent pa:amm:u? Simply mmpla:lung

with Thereis

anybody, regionally or globally, to be overly
concerned ashistory shows, despite sethacks
and challenges, Bangladeshis know how to
shape their destiny,

The writer is Serior Director of the
irnterntional think tank IPAG India, which
also his @ presence in Dhaka, Melbourne,
Dubaiand Vienna

The Modi-Jaishankar doctrine

Its challenge: It must reflect India’s values as much as its interests

thing else to minimise adverse effects of

geopolitical events on our ability to go
thm@htltpaimlalnru;prucnw of domestic
smu{cunmml: andpnlll::a]dcvcltpmmt
Wi than
achieve anythmg in particubar,
n-alignment has in many ways re-
mained an implicit feature of Indian foreign

policy even in the decades since the end of
the Cold War, However, with our legacy of

security cooperation with the Soviet Unioan
being transferred to the new Russian
Federation, while our diaspora and economic
linkages with the West continued to
strengthen, the logic of India’s relationships

ical spectrum has
continued to br questioned, Never more so

and Ronald Reagan cach | theirown
doctrines to LS foreign policy. On the other
hand, we can recall Soviet Uinions Brezhnes
Daoctrine at the height of the Cold War, and
our own "non-alignment™ doctrine of the
Nehruvian era,

India‘s non-alignment was the product,
post-Independence, of both our capacities
asanation, and our ideological idealism, We
wereanimpoverished nation with litthe abil-
ity to actively pursue outoomes in geapolit-
ical terms, and didn't have the sort ul'ldculng—
ical elarity the Cold War
an alliance systerm. The result, labelled non-
alignment, was designed more than any-

than since the Ukrainein 2022,
While mary have seen more continuity
than change in this stance under PM Modi,
some of Inclia’s recent geopolitical engage-
mients have displayed perhaps the creation
of a new “laishankar-Modi Doctrine”. To
guote cur external affairs minister, "A multi-

India could hope to be all things to all peo-
phe, Jaishankar quipped that we intended to
be oursehes to all people, What he meant
wvas, we don't merely have interests, we also
have values, and both will matter in how we
deal with countries and situations.
Pclhaps the key distinction between
then and multi-ali
now is not about whether India is ab-
solutely closer toor | ess chose to any partic-
ular mation or group of nations, but instead
about how India now interacts with all na-
tions. As opposed to wanting to keep our
heads down, hoping that no geopelitical
event batters us, India now actively formu-
Lates a forward-looking view on global en-
gagerment, and pursues outcomes in the na-
tional interest, It is signalling a new

continued discussions on an Indian port in
Iran, while supporting Isael's rght to re-
spond in Gaza, Somehow, India isin asuffi-
ciently Fivourable geopolitical position in
terms of today’s cabeulus, that all sides seem
o tacitly be accepting the practical expres-
sion of India’s approach,

The key test here is whether India is us-
ing its newfound elbow rom to pursue
naked interest, orwhether there is what the
doctrine says there should be — a moral
stance as well as a rational one, When
pressed, can Indian diplomats and other
spokespersons present a narrative that re-
flects India's values as much as it reflects
India’s interests?

This test might end up being applied
when push comes tmhm‘r and the emer-

|ntt'ns|ryr.lh:mm and the availabil

yofca-  gent multi-pol form
pacity to be suchout=  of bi-polarity, or a Culrl War 2.0, Given that m;nndm mlmcnm willcater todi-  decision-making. It is alsoimportant to
comes, It is ﬂymg we are here to play. lllc].ushanka: Modi Doctrine seems to al- verse anvd will facil- s | ib it
Take, for example, the case of the India- kmlmdmppa:tnnslupswih nations along itateinclusive education, wll also allow application in educatbon, Educational
Russia-Iran-Israel-United States-Canada  cither con sty usontheirarcasof inter- — institutions should educate students

equation. India hasin the last few years si-
isly taken an anti-war stance in

polarworld requi Iti-vector strategy
and multi-alignment by India ...", “non-
alignment™is being replaced by “multi-
alignment”, Especially during his most re-
cent visit to the US, Jaishankar seermed to
explicitly Lay out a new vision for our en-
gagement with the world. When pressed
during a long format interaction on how

general, while condemning outright nei-
el; it has bought Russian
prices while also acquir-

about color

75 years after Independence and decades
of robust democratic functioning. The
problem can only be for people who see
the Musli ol of history as an al:

our arch Luuuugu
modern, liberal, collaborative nation,
Rl:Jt\tl g the Constitution, even |!| qul:s—

tice, social, economic and palitical to a]l we
are undermining a valuable asset of nathon-
hood. With great effort and fortitude, we
overcame the Partition of our land in 1947
because we did not let our soul be divided.
Pewver, not principle, caused the great di-
vide, Pursuit of power is once again threat-
ening to impose a divide within. It is our
Constitution and not self-serving or self-
conscious arguments that will prevent that,
The final word in the Constitution’s
Preamible is the promation of fraternity, as-
suring the dignity of the individual and
unity of the nation, That is an obligation of
the citizen, unlike the delivery of justice
wehich is upon the state, Let us look with
and ask ourselves, "Have we done thae?”

The writerisa senior Congress beader and

Jormer Uni “foor Externil Affairs

A WAKE-UP CALL

THIS REFERS to the editorial Tunishing
the party’ (IE, December 4), The Akal
Takht's recent rebuke of Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) leaders, including
Sukhibir Singh Bacal, rakses critical ques-
tios about the intersection D| religion
litics in Punjab. Cncea d
peditical force, SAD now faces allega-
tions of cormuption and failure to uphold
Sikch principles. The Akal Takht's repri-
maned eould push SAD towards intro-
spection, but it also raises concerns
about the blurring of lines between re-
ligion and politics. The Akal Takht
should remain focused on guiding the
community spiritually, and political
parties should commit to ethical and ef-
fective governance. This episode should
serve as a wake-up call for SAD and
other entities to realign their actions
with the values they claim to represent.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohaf!

NEED FOR CAUTION

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘High and
Iy’ (IE, Decermiber 4) CHSE's proposal to
introduce a bwo-tier study for the sci-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

esteem and peer dynarmics [t willbe pr-
dent to implement the propasal as a pi-
lot progect in sebect schools to evaluate
its impact and challenges before going
forwand with a compeehensive roll out.

Vijal Pamt, Hempur.

TIMELY RATE CUT
THISREFERS to the article, ' bong over-
due cut’{IE, December 4, India's econ-
ormy grew at a measly 54 percent inthe
July-September quarter. Economists ex-
pect a stronger growth in the second
half given government spending and
rising rural igh
ing costs are hurting the econormy. This
weak growth will make it difficult for
Irnclia b cash inon its demographic div-
idend. Theunexpected slump raises the
possibility of a rate cut at the Central
Bank's Decemnber meeting.

Sankar Paul, Nodia

DEMYSTIFYING Al

THIS REFERS TO the articke, 'Al challenge
inclassroom' (IE, Decermber 4 ). The aim
of integrating Al should be to enhance
and improve human interaction and

or both, yet seems to rwhrw explicit al-
liances, there may come a time when India's
hand is forced, The current approach may
serve India well if Jaishankar's key assump-
thon ula lrulltl -polar future proves cormect. IF

ing advanced US defi +ithas
been accused of an assassination pro-
gramume in both Canada and and the US and
deals with each entirely differently; it has

niot, thenw thatone can-
ot have one’s cake and eat it too,

Sherh livies anel works in Mumibai
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est and potential career paths, At the

about the pulcnhal benefits of Al and

its risks. They

sametirme, thereis a fear of n

isation, limiting exposure to intercisci-
plinary learning a comerstone of holis-
tie education, Moreover, segregation
based on academic performance might
crate labels, detrimental to one's self-

puidance by rsmbllshl ng ¢l lear s guide-
lines for the safe and responsible usage
of Al and focus on stucdlent privacy anc
Al's ethical usage.

Vaibhav Gayal, Chandigarh




