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Trading up
World Bank's growth prognosis for India
moots some policy shilts
n its Luest Incia Development Update, the
World Bank has raised its 2024-25 GDP

growth forecast for the economy to 7%, from
6.6% estimated earlier this year, The projection is

now In syne with predictions fi he Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and Aslan Development
Bank, but a tad lower than the 7.2% uptick pro-
jected by the REI and Fich Ratings. Earlier
growth hopes for India were slightly modest,
parthy due to Rs strong 8. 2% growth List year, and
prospects of the global economy staying weak
due to restrictive monetary policies and persis-
geapolitical tensions. The World Bank esti-
% global growth to be the same as last year's
26% pace, way below pre-pandemic levels, Des-
pite this subdued external environment and the
dissipation of post-COVIDA9 rebound effects, the
Bank's economists now expect India's growth o
remain strong this year at 7%, However, external
risks could clowd this, including pressures on
supply chains and commodity prices, and a re-
surgence of inflation that could compel central
banks to hold interest rates “higher for longer”.
The Bank expects private consumption to rise
5.7% and the farm sector to grow 4.1% this year,
from last year's anaemic trends. A recovery in
farms could offset a slight moderation in indus-
trial growth, and revive weak rural demand and
help bolster private investment in the medium
term, with GDP growth expected o hover in the
6,5%-6,7% range In coming years. On India’s im-
perative to generate non-farm jobs, the Bank ack:
nowledged ideas such as the Production Linked
Incentive schiemes to support private manufic:
turing investments, and the new Employment-
Linked Incentives, But these may not be able o
generate the scale of activity India needs wo en-
gage its young workforce, The Bank has empha-
sised the need for a rethink on India's approach
1o a critical growth engine — trade. India’s global
trade share does not match its economy's size,
and it is yet to capitalise on the opportunity pre-
sented by China's withdrawal from labour-inten:
sive production or the much-vaunted “China plus
one' global reset. A concern is a decline in ex-
port-related jobs over the past decade, flagged by
the Bank, coinciding with a shift towards capital-
and skill-intensive exports. While rade facilita:
tion steps and the pursult of free trade agree.
ments are commendable, some like the one with
EFTA have ed potential, it noted. Progress
has been hampered by new barriers to goods,
services and investments, and it has called for a
new strategle trade plan that reduces wariils, non-
tariff barriers as well as FDI curbs, and a rethink
of the reluctance towards multikateral/ plurilater-
al pacts such as the RCEP, Policymakers must
Tieed this preseription in earmiest, and urgently.

Death for rape

Homes and workplaces must first be
male safe for women

he cry for the death penalty after every

T heinous sexual crime, and governments
yielding o it by issuing ordinances or
passing Bills, have become fairly commonplace,
The criminal laws were amended in 2003 after
the brutal rape of a woman in Delhi; subsequent-
Iy, States including Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Haryana, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Aru-
nachal Pradesh have sought amendments for en-
hanced punishment for sexual assault, On Tues-
day, the West Bengal Assembly unanimously
passed The Aparajita Women and Child (West
Bengal Criminal Laws Amendment) Bill, 2024, by
a volce vote, following the rape and murder of a
doctor at a government hospital in Kolkata on Au-
srsistent clamour for justice. The

death penalty or lifeJong im-
prisonment for rape by amending the relevam
sectbons in the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, the new
penal code, In fact, death has been sought to be
prescribed for five offences - rape; rape by police
officer or public Servant; rape causing death or
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Sub-classification verdict through Ambedkar’s ideals

Tve Supreme Court of India judgment,
on August 1, 2024, in The State of
Punjab and Ors. vs Dxvinder Stngh and
Ors., on the sub-classification of
reservatbons, embodies the vision of social
Jurisprudence. It is a noteworthy development in
Indian jurisprudence, especially in social justice.
The judgment provides social jurisprudence
using constitutional methods and ensures that
soclal justice reaches the most and
deprived sections (which includes a majority of
Dalit castes) among Dalits, The idea of
sub-classification also aligns with B.R.
Ambedkar's principles of fraternity and Malrd,
emphasising the need for cooperation and
mutial respect among Scheduled Castes (SC).
However, the overreaching exercise of the
Judgment, reflected in the comments on the
varna system and ereamy Liver, is unealled for.

Social justice and B.R. Ambedkar's struggle
B.R. Ambedkar struggled all his life to ensure
social and civil justice for the most oppressed
sections. He also sought 1o secure separate
cultural rights for former untouchables. Yet,
these were often met with inadequate responses
and resistance from the prevailing Hindu caste
order. While reflecting on the Indian social
structure, Ambedkar highlights how every joi
occupies a distinet position on the soclal ladder. It
draws anention to the nuances of internal
hivisions within the caste order. A newspaper of
his times reported Ambedkar's response to “the
welcome addresses by three scheduled castes’
organisations after the resolutions were disposed
of at the Scheduled Castes” Conference, held at
Cawnpore on January 31[,] 1944.., He (Ambedkar)
urged that they (Scheduled Castes) must realise
their responsibility to wipe out internal divisions
ameng the Scheduled Castes when they
demanded of other's removal of Untouchability ™.

His contribution to social justice goes beyond
theoretical exercise. His practical measures to
dismantle the caste hierarchy have been
remarkable, He led movements such as the
Mahad Satyagraha and the Kalaram temple entry
maovement, that highlighted the rital
discrimination faced by Dalits. Despite such
efforts, Brahminkcal forces often undermined his
quest for a just society, Yet, amid such challenges,
Ambedkar's perseverance in fighting for justice in
a hierarchical soclety Mlustrates his deep
commitment,

In a meedia interview, Shahu Patole, who wrote
a book on Dalit food in Marathawada, sbserved
that different jatis experience varying degrees of
diserimination, While talking about his
experiences in the village, he says that “Mang was
considered the lowest, above them were the
Mahars. Mang and Mahars were deemed
untouchable by Chamars, and the rest of the
willages did not touch these ftles”. This
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affirms the existence of graded inequality, which
Ambedkar also asserted in his sociological
treatise.

These suggest the need for a more nuanced

| approach wo social justice, which the Court’s

sub-classification judgment seeks to address - at
least partly. This judgment can be interpreted
through Ambedkar's sockal justice ideals. It
underlines the existence of different lived realities
of numerous jaris that experience levels of
deprivation and discrimination. Thus, the
Judgment aims to mitgate the inequality within
the SC community by addressing such
heterogeneity. This is precisely where the
judgment demonstrates the idea of soclal
Jurisprudence to the core because it takes into

align with the principles of equitable
representation articulated by leaders such as
Manyavar Kanshiram, who advocated fiski fitri
Sankiya Bhart Uski Utni Hissedard, an idea of
representation based on numerical strength,

Reflection of a long struggle, realities

The leading segments among SCs must avodd

n i Sernl \ggles of the
marginalised communities, such as the Valmikis
and Musahars in North India, and the Madigas
and Arunthathiyars in the South, This is because

account the different sociologieal realites of the judgment is not an imposition from above but
every jall. .l Mlmlunulywi!wf;amm:l.ullﬂsm and
Is for sub lon. It lsa
Criticism from within tnthm-unx‘allm l.lrlnﬁdl.- for justice bed by
Even though it has still o be imp lin such as the Madiga Reservation

various States, the sub-classification decision has
drawn eriticism from some Dalit communities,
especially from leading segments of Dalits who
fisel thieir paolitical keverage might diminish, This
fiear results from the assumption that the
subs-classification judgment might fragment the

| Dalit constiteency and weaken the collective Dalit

movement. Sadly, this argument also assumes
that there is a single Dalit movement, In contrast,
many sociological accounts show that there have
always been different shades of Dalit politics, as
reflected in the many Dalit movements.

However, this argument by the leading
segments among Dalits discounts the underlying
Ambedkarite consciousness of various shades of
Dalit politics. In this context, 30 years of the
Madiga Dandora movement are misrepresented
as being detached from the sphere of an
Ambedkarite consciousness, Even the
movements and mobilisations of the Mang caste
I|| Malumslnra have Ambedkar's plclum

Porata Samithi (IMRPS), conferences of the Mang
community in Maharashira, and the Valmiki
maovenments in North India.

There is much concern about its execution.
Though history also tells us about the success of
the sub-classification model in Punjab and
Haryana before the Chinnakal judgment in 2004,
which is ple of how such can
work in practice, Despite criticism from some
quarters, it is essential to recognise that the
Judgment is grounded in a historical struggle for
equitable representation and justice.

The jucges’ affirmation was essential because
it estabflished that the SC category is not
homogeneous but consists of distinet jaris with
varying needs and challenges. The trajectories of
Jaatis go beyond the idea of caste essentialism, and
their sare abso in 1o other
Jatis. On the other hand, recognition of the
sociological fact that the $C community
mpresenlsa union nrjwfs wll:hin :m: structures

de that of Lokshahi Sathe

among other leaders. This symbolises how every
caste’s issue may be different when they deal with
other castes but are unified in the larger
Ambedekarite idea of sockl justice,

The Bharat bandh called for by specific Dalit
organisations in North India was a misstep that
could affect the collective identity and
mobilisation of Dalit castes, While the
subr-classification debate in North India faces

| criticism, the sitation is a bit different in South

India. There, the discussion about
subclassification among Dalits has largely been
resolved, with most Dalit organisations
supporting the demand for sub-categorisation
among SCs.

Thee criticism from North Indian Dalit
organisations — they argue that the judgment
might create divisions within the Dalit movement
- reflects a misunderstanding of the existing
soclal structures among Dalits. Supporiing the
sub-classification movement and embracing its
potential benehits for enhancing social justice
polithes at the jard level would be a matuire
approach. More importantly, sub-classification
could strengthen the collective identity of SCs,
furthering the Ambsedkarisation process by
including those on the margin, It would also

W step g the
na:anu-cl needs of each group. The assumpllnn
that the SC is one homogeneous group fails in the
face of prohibitions en inter- iage even within
the ity. These are hard sociological facts
that one must not deny.

Finally, while challenges remain about
accepting this judgment, it is essential 1o
recognise its potential o enhance social justioe 1o
the core and promaote equitable representation of
all Dalit castes, Embracing this judgment with the
spirit of fraternity, as Ambedkar envisioned, will
b erucial in achieving a more just and inclusive
soclety that ulimately leads o the
democratisation of the reservation system. While
upholding Dalit civility and addressing the
creamy layer issue with due seriousness, the
collective Ambedkarite movement must also
prevent political parties from explolting this
Judgment for their gains,

I ackdition, the movement should broaden its
focus beyond traditional reservation policies, Key
initiatives shoubd include advoeating the
extenston of reservation policies o the private
sector and pursuing land redistribution. These
steps are erucial for advancing representation
and securing material benefits for all Dalit
communities.

Gap between allocations for health, outcomes in States

e realisation of the full potential of the
T allecations in the Union Budget for the

health sector hinges on many State-level
parameters. Many of these allocations are for
Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CS8), wherein the
States not only share a substantial par of the cost
bt are also r ible for their imy
The fiscal space and operational ll:ullewm
the State-level have a strong bearing on the
efficacy of the Budget allocations on such
schemes.,

Currently, two major CSS initiatives are being
purswed by the central government to strengthen
physical health infrastructure in States: the
Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM), and Human
Resources for Health and Medical Education
(HRHME). The first is aimed at building health
and wellness centres (AB-HWCs), developing
block-level public health units (BPHUS), and
having imegrated district public health

StMte; gang
rape, and b m;d mpr.l[ offender, It also amends
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita to pro-
vide for special courts o try such offences in a
time-bound manner, and the Protection of Chil
dren from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, 1o provide
for death in cases of penetrative sexual assauly
and its aggravated form, The President’s assent
will be required for the Statc :hn!endmculs
There is liie evid
penalty Is a detervent against sexual mﬁ\m‘ts. it
the eall for more stringent kaws after such erimes
often evokes an official response, By stating that
“rape s a curse against humanity and social re-
forms are requined to prevent such erimes,” Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee hersell put a question
mark on the need for a Bill that leans on legal
sanction rather than seeking a change in societal
mindsets, The Justice J.5. Verma Committee had
sabd it was not inclined to recommend the death
penalty for rape even for the rarest of rare cases,
arguing that =.,.seeking of [the] death penalty
would be a regressive step in the field of sentenc-
ing and reformation”. However, death penalty
was introduced subsequently for rape of girls un-
der 12 and gangrape of those under 18; but wo-
men are far from feeling safer. 1t is also a tragedy
that the cruel death in Bengal has become a polit-
ical slugfest between the Centre and the State,
The onus s on every government to ensure that
lows are implemented effectively, and the police
work without bias to prevent and punish sexual
assault. Justice will be better served if barriers to
women's advancement are removed by first mak-
ing workplaces and homes safe for them,

@

(IDPHLs) and critical care hospital
blocks (CCHBs) in each district. The goal is 1o
Improve India®s preparedness for future
emergencies such as pandemies. The second
Initlative strives 1o scale up medical personnel by
ci!:lHIshmu new medical, nursing and

Il and also i ing seats in
ml.lrms Another hnpurlznt aspeet Istaalso
strengthen and upgrade district hospltals and
attach them to newly established medical
colleges at the district level,

Laow fund utilisation

Estimates of central expenditure on these
Initiatives im the last three Budgets indicate a
lacklustre performance in fund absorption. In
PMABHIM, the ratio of ‘Actual’ expenditures to
*Budget Estimate” of the CS8 component was only
around 29% in 2022:23, In 2023:24, the ‘Revised
Estimate’ was about 50% of the Budget Estimate,
but is ex 1o be lower in the “Actuals”, In
HRHME too, the utilisation of funds was only
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around a quarter of the Budget estimates in both
202223 and 2023-24. Interestingly, perhaps due
to low utilisation, the Budget allocations for both
PM-ABHIM and HRHME have been slashed in the
full Budget when compared to the interim
Budget,

‘There could be several factors behind the low
wiilisation of funds under PM-ABHIM, First, in the
AB-HWC component, around 60% of the resource
envelope was to be sourced from the health
grants recommended by the 15th Finance
Commission, as in the scheme's operational
gubdelines. A recent study by the National
Institute of Public Finance and Policy indicates
that only around 45% of the 15 inance
Commission health grants were utilised in the
period 202122 1o 2023-24. Discussions with State
government officials indicate that the complex
execution structure of these grants has posed
hurdles in its utilisation, Second, in the
component of IDPHLs, States were required o
i public health labs ries under
different vertical programmes to avoid
duplication. This entailed extensive
reorganisation of the existing implementd

structure at the Slale Jlevel, requiring significant
and | efforts,

created All India Institutes of Medical Sciences in
the country, It is even more alanming in State
povernment medical colleges in Empowered
Action Group States. As in a CSEP ﬁllllj{ in Uttar
Pradesh, where 17 government medical colleges
were set up between 200921, 30% of the teaching
faculty positions were vacant in 2022, The
shortage of specialists could affect the task of
setting up medical colleges or upgrading district
sddical colleges. The challenge also
s under the PM-ABHIM whose
puidelines on staffing norms include specialists,
As in rural health stanistics 2021-22, more than a
third of the sanctioned positions of specialisis in
wrban CHCs and two-thirds in rural CHCs
vacant in March 2002,

Fiscal space in States
Notably, State governments will have to bear the
recurring costs in maintaining the physical
Infrastructure bullt under the PM-ABHIM and
HRHME, thus necessitating additional financial
The Uniol s support
for human resourees ks only for the duration of
the PM-ABHIM scheme, Le., tll 202526, The
ability of States to plan and support recurring

Third, nearly all components, Inc]llcl.inq:tbv
BPHUS aid CCHBs, involve construction, where
fund absorption is often delayed by rigld
procedures. Overlap of funding from multiple
sources for certain scheme components with
similar activities has created an additional layer of
complexity.

Faculty shortage

Unider the HRHME, even if allocations for
physical mrnsmu:mn.- were better utilised, filling
the sanctioned teaching faculty positions could
have been challenging. According to a study by
the Centre for Sockal and Economic Progress
(CSEP), there Is a shortage of over 40% in
teaching faculty positions in 11 of the 18 newly

beyond this period is vital for the
pnmc!hflty of the incurred capital expendinre,
States need to ereate the fiscal space required 1o
support these initatives in addition 1o
contributing to other CSS and thelr own State
health schemes.,

I sum, transforming capital expenditune
allocathons it effective health cutcomes
depends on several critical factors: the fiscal
L:lpaclly om.ws tomeet ncldltlcnal recurring
structural
causes of human resource -shunams, and
improving public financial management
processes for executing schemes and granis,
These elements will be crucial in ensuring that
the budgetary allocations for capital expenditures
are productive,

Setting the record straight has been used to describe record, the Bharatiyar songs | Ramaswamy Reddiyar, govemment, The word legacy of AN. Melyappan
We wish to point out an the actiens of our were acquired by AN, requested our grandfather “mercenary” distorts the deserves nothing less than
efregious grandfather, AV, Meiyappan, | Meiyappan in 1947 from a to consider the significance | truth and maligns the respect,
misrepresentation of our in relation to the acquisition | Marwadi merchantin Morth | of these works, AV, legacy of a man whose Shanmugan Melyappan,
forebear in the article, of Bharatiyar's songs, is not | Madras for the film Noam Metyappan, gut of his own contributions te Indian Chennal

“From Bharati to only factually incorrect but Iruvay ("We Two™) for a sum | volition, and with a deep cinema and society are Letters emalled to
Karunanidhi® (Opinicen also an affront to his of 110,000, Subsequently, sense of responsibility, beyend reproach, It has letters@thehindu coun
page, September 4), The memory and the values that | when the then Chiel generously donated these caused significant hurt to must canry the full postal
term “mercenary”, which he embodied, For the Minister, Omandur P, invaluable assets to the the entire AVM family. The address and the Tull name,
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Did animals develop complex brains
to deal with challenging habitats?

Tralitio

Analysing the b

Monika Moendal

wd of them.
ant to look at

“ Maost people are
Why would you
something tha
creepy crawl
ant prrofessor at the Ul nwmtyul
oit, asked with a chickle, Yet that's
exactly what got him interested in lizards
when he was a child, He would catch
them, pet them, and spend hours
observing them
Now, a8 an evolutionary biologist, Dr.
arks studies repiiles like lizards in a bid
1 thavea

» complex behaviour has
been linked to braln stze and the
by aln-:.n:m But rescarchers
ew insights that
plicate lhn picture, Analysing the
s of closely related lizard species
from the lush green biodiversity of Paerto
Rico, for example, Dr. Storks and his team
Tound signs of a relationship between
diverse habitats and brain complexity.
Ina paper published recently in the
I Biodogy Letrers, the researchers
Cognitive demancds are likel
n more complex habi
e movernent dhlll}!
.11 nger number of potential paths.”

ety of species wlrh
diverse ch; 5. Anaole:
specific l};n‘ulllmr\! known for lhnr
distinctive features, including an ability 1o
change skin eolour, the presence of a
wlhesive toe
irfaces, Anoles are
in the Ame
especially in tropical and subtropic
regions,

i Lm[l is h.ummu unicue i
including endangered speches, and §s ve r\'
blodiverse

It was summer both times — in 2009
and 2021 - when Dr. Storks went to
Puerto Rico to collect specimens with his
team, “There were lizards lite

everywhere,” he remembers, *Tha

L's i
noles

ch matural environment.
m L'IJ”L'l ted 64 anoles
Dbelonging to six species but to the same
eeomorph class, That is, thowgh these
anoles belonged o different spec |l they
essayed the same mtrlwm.d'l ol
thus shared many pht
dlata also revealed these s ared a
commeon ancestor 20030 million years
ago — not a long time in evolutionary
history.

The relationship between anoles is
important, Among members of other
unrelated species, it's I::lrd 1o know which

use led to V\h st

1 he team had collected anoles of the

' SCIENCE QUIZ
All ans

Vasudevan Mukunth

[
QUESTION 1

What is the term for a

with, sa, & huim an
cells fram a plg, the
aid to be & chimaera,

Plants are ¢

condil

unknown form of

QUESTION &

have evolved adaptations to su
5 with litthe |
These plants ase found in d
ralnforests fwhere the weathe
akso be extremely we

complex behaviour has been linked to brain size and the brain-io-body size
s of lizard species in 1P

0 Rico. o

w studly has spotted alink between div

Agreen ancle trying to intimidate its reflection. ROH ARDHS (CC Bv:54 2.0)

Tollowing species: Anolis evermanri,

Anolis stratulus, Anolis cristatells, Anolis

gundlachi, Anolis keugi, and Anolis

puilchetlus,
¥

2014 study conducted by other
researchers, the t [ bosut how
plex the anoles’ habitat was, Those
s followed more than 80 anoles of
six species for at least 20 minutes and
recorded (in drawings) how their
movements responded to features in their
:.m roundings. They pald attention to how
anole had and which

3 For example, th
observed the number of branches @
anobe could access, the barriers in the
nd the distan
el o the anole:

Dr. Storks sald a lizard that lives on a
tree trunk is kind of navigating a country
road, It can just go up and down, side o
i t the lizards that liv

kil
well, a challenge more Hke winding
throwgh a city, They need to figure out
how best to negotinte a network of
options to get to their destinati
different hy
of complexity.,

dissected thelr brains to analyse
differences in their neurological
anatomies,

The way the brain processes
Information depends on many fctors,

ers begin with the letter ‘X’

, you're
also have

o “Dagen H°

ol if they

quid water, Myanmar

typically denoted by a horizontal line
connected o anathir, vertieal line ot a
wirtex often labelled 'O This system 4
used to represent abjects with two
degrees of freedom. Name the entity
Answers to September 3 quiz

1. Country that switched traffic direction
Ans: Sweden

2. Aslan country that had bidirectional
traffic until 1346 - Ans: China

3, Former British colony with

cin  right-handed traffic today - Ans:

4. Spaces wheve traMfic is requined to be
right-handed - Ans: Water bodies
i the 5. Overseas UK territery where traffic is

Across the six spectes, the study found
thart exeept i the cercbellum, the
pumnber of newrons increased with
habitat complexity inihe
telencephalon andl the rest of the brain,
Anobes Tiving in more complex habitas
hal a higher density of neurons

Including neuron number, newral
plasticity, signal processing speed,
synapse density, and diversity of cell
types. But of late researchers have
preferred analysing the neuron density
becaise it seems to be
a bra
The o

brains: the k'iurlt'l-ph«l' m, _:In-
cerebsellum, and the rest of the brain,
Each of these parts contributes to the

al to complex thought processes, In
the telencephalon is involved
In sensory integration and higher

; the cerebellum is responsible
foan and bearming; and
the rest handles sensory inputs and
motor output.

Across the six species, the stucly found
that except in the cerebellum, the
number of neurons increased with habitat
y in the telencephalon and the
aln. The anoles living in the
maore complex habitats, incuding in the
tree canopy, were found to have a higher
dlensity of newrons than the anoles living
on tree trunks and among grasses and
shrubs,

on and poles (where wate right-handed - Ans: British Indian
called it He n. o it 30 1o im the blank. Ocean Territory
denate its unknawn and h Wisual: Okinawa
then-mysterious character, Fillin the QUESTION 8 First contact: Anmol Agrawal | Seema
blank. This entity belar Das | KN, Viswanathan | Ragind Roy
N opher
QUESTION 3 @ 1Tth century, It's

i »
K

atio, But researchers have unearthed new insights,
habitats and brain complexity

The findings suggest that Qi

neurcanatomy among Puerto Rican
anoles, which have similar social
structures, diets, and sensory systems,
could be the result of differences
habsitars,

intheir

s pulumlml better at sy
learning tasks. Other studies have
reported similar ndings at the level of
neurcanatomy and cognition,

Brain's role in evolution

Some 320 million years ago, reptiles,
marmimals, and birds had a common
ancestor, Over the course of evolution,
that commaon ancestor developed into
organisms that looked, behaved, and
functioned spectacularly differently from
each other,

“We have all these animals that derive
from one kind of brain. It's crazy o think
that now we have all these animals that
have mg similar brain, but also ;.Ilghl ly
different,” Dr. Storks says, “It
:mwnrﬁl! organ that is constanily

i
tll has been conducted 1o
Fined out how brains have evolved ove
time or how dil s function in

“Those differences are really
Interesting, especially when you're
hinking about evolut . Storks
iMonika Momdal is a frevlance sctence
and environment fournalisi.
amonikamendal@gmail.com}
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Wisual: This gas usually keeps to itsell and doesn't react, yet It was also the first of its
Kind to form a compound, It%s been used to pump lasers, as an anacsthetic, and in arc
lamps. Here the gas is shown glowing inside a discharge tube. Nama it ALCHEMIST.HP

Lee Ha-yeon, a recognised kimehi master, and her
apprentices prepare kimehi at the Kimchi Cubture
Institbe in Mamyangjis, South Korea, on August
20 REUTERS

Climate change
threatens
South Korea’s
beloved kimchi

Reuters

South Korea's famous kimchi is falling
victim to ¢ e change, w
farmers, and manufacturers
anad quanti

res during lhxI
som onee rarely

W 5
rose above 25 Celsius,
Studdbes show that warmer weather

brought about by cl
threatening these ¢
South Kor
napa cabbage one day due to the
imtensifying heat.,

“We hope these pred de
oome to pass,” plant pathologist
virologist Lee Young gyu said.
‘Cabbage likes to grow in cool climates
and adapis [n.l very narrow band of

> Law said. “The optimal
18 and 21

nate change ks now
¥ that

e
In the h{'ll'&d“[l in kitchens - both
nd domestic - Garmers and
s are already feeling the

e,

Spicy, fermented kimchi s made from
other vegetables such as radish,
cugwmbser, and green ondon, but the most
popular dish remains cabbage-based.

Souih Korea mighi soon see ithe
day when it will be unable
grow napa cabbage due to the
growing heat. The vegetable
prefers lower temperatures in a
NAFTOW Fange

Deseribing the effect of higher
temperatures on the vegetable, Lee
Hayeon, who hokds the des
Kimehi Master from the Agriculture

stry, said the heart of the cabbage
“goes bad, and the root becomes mushy.”
I this conti hen in the s

time we might hav bl
kime ald Lee, whose title reflects her
ot o b food culbure,

il hlm;u- farmed LN year was bess than
half of what it w. 20 years ago: 3,995 ha

g

% pm]ut the

by in the

next 25 years to just 44 (1]

cabbuage grown in the highlands by 2090,
Researchers clie higher temperatures,

unpredictable pests that

become more difficult 1o control in the

et and longer summers as the cause

crop shrinkage.

A fungal hifect |ul‘l llhll wilts the plant

|mu1|rnurm-

illenges
kimchi industr
wlmhuuln.nlt wattling lower-priced
ports from China, which are mostly

New customs showed kimchi
|rn1\o| 15 through the end of July were up
1% at $98.5 million this year, almaost all
u} it from China and the highest ever for
o,
he government has relied on
climate-controlled storage to prevent
price spikes and shortages, Schentises are
to develop crop
ates and that are
uations in

more resilient to large flu
rainfall and infections,

For feedback and suggestions
for “Science’, please wiite to
selence@thehindu.co.in with the
subjoct 'Daily page’
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From crisis to cascade of hope

he Cauvery river now
T presents a picture of

calmness, much to the

relief of Karnataka and

Tamil Nadu,

In carly July, both States were
on the brink of a water crisis.
However, since the second half of
July, nature brought a dramatic
change in the situation with rains,
bringing copious inflow to the
river. The situation turned positive
with regard to the realisathon of
water by Tamil Nadu — from
deficit to “over surplus.” Ina
matter of 15 days, Tamil Nadu
received its entire share - even
marginally higher - lorJuI)r and
August, as mandated in
Cauvery Water Ihsputes Tn'WnaJ
(CWDTYs final award of 2007,
which was modified by the
Supreme Court in February 2018,
The spell of surplus flows
continued in the subsequent
Weeks,

As of September 2, the lower
riparian State recefved about 181
tme fi since June 1, the inaugural
date of any water year, whereas
the stipulated quantum for the
entire year = up 10 May 2025 - is
177.25 umc fit. The Tribunal and the
Court have fixed Tamil Nadu's
share for July at 31.24 unc ft; for

- 45.95 tme ft and for
Seprember - 36.76 tme ft. The
southwest monsoon is crucial for
both States, as it represents the
wettest period for Karnataka and
yields the highest quantum of
(L2314 tmc 1) of water for Tamil
Nadu. So, barring the initial five or
six weeks, the 2024-25 water year
has not been problematic for the
two principal riparian States.

Implementation mechanism
The current year is in stark
contrast to the corresponding
period (June-September 2) of last
year when the aggregate
realisation by Tamil Nadu was a
mere 33.2 tme fi. A dose perusal
of the data of 30 years (199495 to
202324) reveals that on 11
occasions, the realisation during
June-September was less than 100
tme ft, as against the stipulated
123.14 tmy fi. This means that at

Did expansion before the pandemic prove costly for Spicelet?

pandemic, SpiceJet couldnt bounce back

DATA POINT

h Radhakrishnan

he never-ending financial
T troubles of the cash-

strapped Spicejet airline
were once again on display when
passengers flying from Dubai to In-
dia were barred from checking in
due to the airline’s unpaid dues.
Following th he Directorate
General of Civil Aviation placed
Spicelet under ‘enhanced surveil-
lance’, Earlier that month, they au-
ditesd the airline and found ‘certain
deficiencies’. These new challeng-
es arose while the airline was al-
ready dealing with Wyrrwnl and

fundd dues to emp

and legal disputes as lessors were
not paid. Pilots and cabin crew
were last paid salaries for June and
150 cabin crew were sent on un-
paid leave, The Hindu had
reported.

Data shows that a series of steps
taken to expand the airline in the
years leading up to the pandemic
— driven by the sudden collapse of
Jet Airways and the desire 1w cap-
tre a larger share of the growing
market — may have proven to be
costly.

Unlike the market leader Indi-
Go, who had been increasing the
size of its fleet and crew steadily
over time and expanded further
before the pandemic, Spicelet's
leap was sudden.

Between FYIS and FY20, Indi-
Go increased its flset size from 159
to 262 alrcraft, with Spicejet im-
proving from 60 to 114 (Chart 1).
Both also went on a hiring
during the peried. Pllis em-
ployed by IndiGo and Spicefet in-
creased from about 2,350 to 4,000
and about 675 to 1,170, respective:
Iy, i the period. Cabin crew of In-
diGo and Spicelet increased from
about 4,600 o 6,500 and 1,200 10
2,300, respectively (Chart 2),

The move did pay off briefly,
with Spicelet surpassing Air India
im miarket share, becoming the se-

M
K

T. Ramakrishnan

In an intense
water conflict
stch as the
Cauvery, the
version of the
affected parties,
in tmes of
crisis, cannot be
expected w be
impartial

| least once in three years, there is

distress. This is where the final
award's implementation
mechanism — Cauvery Water
Management Authority (CWMA) -
and the Supreme Court assume
importance, of course, apart from
the spirit of accommodation.

The efficacy of the CWMA and
its assisting body Cauvery Water
Regulation Committes (CWRC), as
institutional arrangements, was
put to test during 202324, Unlike
its predecessor, the Cauvery River
Authaority, which was a
high-profile setup with the Prime
Minister as the chairperson and
Chief Ministers of all the basin
Staes as Members, the CWMA is
headed by a full-time official with
government officers of all the
States and various departments of
the Union government. Many of
their decisions Last year were not
to the liking of the two States, but
given the constrains, the
performance of the CWMA and
CWRC can be considered
satisfactory.

Needless to say, there is
enormous scope for improvement
on their part, First, there should
be greater transparency in their
functioning. Both the Authority
and the Committee will have to
make public, as quickly as
peossibile, all their decisions in
writing. In an intense water
conflict such as the Cauvery, the
version of the affected parties, in
times of crisis, cannot be expected
1o be impartial. Even otherwise,
dissemination of authentic
information is vital in an
inter-State water dispute. If the
authority is constrained by a
shortage of manpower, in carrying
out its functions effectively, the
Union Ministry of Jal Shakti should
intervene and solve the problem.

Moreover, the Authority should
enlarge its composition frem belng
a body of only officials to one of
multi-disciplinary and a mix of
officials and non-officials, who
could be drawn from farmers,
environmentalists, and
independent water experts. The
Union government could follow

| the example of the Chennai

While IndiGo had the wherewithal to tide over the

Metropolitan Water Supply and
Board Act. The law
provides for six non-official
directors on the Board of the
water agency, which includes
persons o represent the interests
of the public, industrial, and
commercial establishments.

As for the composition of the
CWMA, the implementation
mechanism that the Tribunal had
in mind is only recommendatory
and there is no bar on the Unlon
government to fine-tune it. The
presence of a non-official
environmentalist can push the
government to take the problem of
environmental degradation of the
muchvenerated river more
seriously in view of the challenges
being caused by climate change.

‘Water shortage

The “feel good factor” prevalent
now can be usedwlmk at llle
problem of Bengal

Flip-flops in sand policy

AP has repeatedly changed its policies. leading to substantial revenue losses

STATE OF PLAY

G.V.R. Subba Rao
subbario gavaraar

ndhra Pradesh has wit-
A nessed many flip-flops
in sand policies over
the past decade. The current
government isswed GO 43 in Ju-
ly 2024, which withdrew the
existing sand policies — name-
ly, the New Sand Mining Policy
2019 and the Upgraded Sand
Policy 2021 - and replaced
them with an Interim Mechan-
ism for Sand Supply until the
formulation of the Sand Policy
2024 for the State. With this
free sand policy came into ex-
Istence again.
From a novel experiment of

hechissdu.conin

water shortage, which assumed a
serious proportion earlier this
year. The Supreme Court, in its
2018 judgment,. made a special
allocation of 4.75 unc fi for the city
while the Karnataka government
has been pressing for
implementing the ¥ 9,000-crore
Mekedatu Balancing
Reservoir-cum-Drinking Water
Project. At present, the Mekedatu
project is before the Central Water
Commission.

Given the trust deficit between
the two States (which explains the
reason behind Tamil Nadu's
opposition to the project), the idea
of the participation of a third
party = say, the Union government
= can be explored to execute not
only the Mekeda project but also
any other project, including
hydro-electric across the Cauvery,
upstream of the Mettur
reservoir. After all, atempts made
since the late 19905 in this regard
failed. There is no harm in making
yet another earnest attempt as the
intention is to optimally utilise the
precious water resource which, if
untapped, will go 10 waste, as is
happening now.

rurmakrishnan 1@ thehindin.codn

ing the job of sand sup-
ply 1o Self Help Groups (SHGs)
to free sand, auctioning sand
reaches, and back to free sand
supply. The successive govern-
ments have formulated poli-
cies that match their require-
ments. Both ruling and
Opposition parties have gone
beyond mudslinging, initiating
probes into the sand policies of
their predecessors as soon as
they assumed power. A politi-
cal narrative is built that the
previous government indulged
in large-scale jonand fl-

four years. In contrast, the
NDA government, in a white
paper, stated that withdrawing
the free sand policy and illegal
sand mining resulted in a loss
of 16,940 crore, with unpaid
dues from sand contractors
amounting to 11,167 crore, o
taling losses of 28,107 crore, In
another paper on State financ-
5, the government said that
the loss was T7,000 crore due
to illegal sand mining.

It is pertinent 1o mention
that the auction of sand used 1o
fetch 34,000 crore o 15,000
crore a year before the swift
change in sand policies be-
came a trend. Over the past
eight to 10 years, the Andhra
Pradesh government suffered a
loss of not less than 240,000
crore, And, it would continue
to suffer much more,

1f the growth in Gross State
ic  Product  (GSDP)

legal sand mining.

In the process, the sand, a
precious natural resource, is
plundered and the State's coff
«ers hardly fill with the supply
of sand. The YSRCF, TDP, and
NDA governments have under-
valued the possible revenues
through the sale of sand.

Neither of these govern-
ments has provided aciual essi-
mates of annual sand wvailabil-
ity, its total value, or potential
revenue for the State.

In 2023, then Mines Minis-
ter Peddireddy Ramchandra
Reddy claimed that his govern-
ment made around 3,000
crore from sand auctions over

(13.5% From 2004-19 and 10.5%
from 2019-24) were taken into
consideration, revenue from
an auction of sand should fetch
not less than $9,.400 crore (a
GSDP growth of 13.5%) and
18,200 crore (at GSDIP growth
of 10.5%) per a year.

The government also argues
that the Compound Annual
Growth Rate (CAGR) of reve-
nue from mineral wealth was
growing at 24% during 2014-19,
and fell to seven per cent dur-
ing 2009-24. Mineral revenue
would have gone up o 17,239
crores by 2024 if the 24% CAGR
continued, Going by the same

analogy, revenue from the auce |

tion of sand should be
no less than 13,600
crore per annum. So, the
revenue through the auction
of sand reaches should be
around L0000 crore 1o
47,000 crore if GSDP s consi-
dered, and 168,000 crore if the
CAGR of 24% is applied, in the
next five years. In addition, the
government would also get a
GST and Seigniorage Fee on
the sand sold. But, as said ear-
lier, successive governments
have undervalued the precious
nanral resource, sand, for rea-
sons best known to them,

Farmers' leader Anumolu
Gandhi, Waterman of India Ra-
jendra Singh, and others filed a
Public Interest Litigation in the
Mational Green Tribunal high-
lighting how sand mining was
being carried out illegally near
the then CM N. Chandrababu
Nabdu's residence and also im-
portant government offices in
Amravati in 2019, The NGT
slapped a fine of 200 crore on
the State government and the
«case is still pending.

When Mr. Naidu came to
power in 2014, e had roped in
SHGs in villages that would
oversee the excavation and
sale of sand mining under a
programme Pedarikam Pai Ge-
Luper victory over poverty). As
the initiative Filed to meet ex-
pectations, some months later,
Mr. Naidu changed the policy
and introduced a tendering
systemn for the sale of sand. It
resulted in litigation in the
Hyderabad High Court in 2015.
The legal heat made the TDP
government do another flip
fop and he declared his go-
vernment would sell sand free
of cost to consumers. This was
in March 2016. The YSRCP go-
vernment scrapped the free
sand policy and introduced a
new sand paolicy in 2009, The
NDA  government  recently
scrapped the YSRCP govern-
ment’s sand policies and rein-
trocluced the free sand policy.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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cond-largest airline by the end of
2009, taking over from Jet Airways.
IndiGo was also placing similar
bets, to make the most of the Jet
Airways exit and a growing mar-
ket, enhancing its market share
even further (Chart 3).

However, the pandemic hit and
passenger flights came to a grind-
ing halt during the first COVID-19
wave. During the successive
waves, the strictness of the lock-
down was eased in steps, with
fiyers trickling in small numbers.
During these months, airlines con-
tinued to incur the cost of aircraft
rentals, maintenance costs, air-
port hangar charges, and salaries
pabd 10 employees. Both the air-
lines had to endure such expenses,
and IndiGo's bill was much higher
given more planes and a bigger
Crew.

Table 4 shows select expenses
of IndiGo and Spicejet in s crores.
During the pandemic phase — FYZ1
and FY22 - IndiGo paid over
20,950 crore on rentals, airport
charges, maintenance costs, and
employee benefits, For Spicejet,
the fgure was around %5880
crores.

With barely any income and
huge recurring expenses, the car-
riers incurred massive losses, with
IndiGo's losses being way higher
than Spicefet’s. Chart 5 shows the
profit/loss recorded after tax in Rs
crore, IndiGo recorded a com-
bined loss of over 112,000 crore
during the pandemic years.

Spicefet saw its losses widen
further during the pandemic years
(22,720 erores loss in FY21 and 22).

As IndiGo had a bigger market
share before the Covid downturn
hit and was in better financial
shape, it managed to bounce back,
while Spicelet’s could not. After
the pandemic blues wore off, Spi-
cefet plumbed newer depths every
quarter, Air India got privatised
and with Vistara getting merged
with Tata’s carrier, a vacuum was
created in the market, which Indi-
Go has comfortably filled. Its mar-
ket share crossed 60°% this year,
while Spicelet’s fell below 5%.

SpiceJet’s hard
landing

Thi data for the charts and tables were sourced
from the Directorate General of Civil Aviation and
financial reparts of Spacelet and IndiGo

Chart 12 The chart shows the fleet size of Spicelet
and indiGo owver time

b 387
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Chart 2: The chart shows the strength of pilots and
cabin crew in IndiGo and Spicedet
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Chart 3: The chart shows the market share of varicus airlines in %
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Table 4: The table shows select expenses of IndiGo and SpiceJetin
Ferores

Lease rental 638 ELd 552 248 343

Alrport charges 0 | 80 | 785 | 647 | Luas
Maintenancecosts | 874 | 1187 | 1010 | 1,122 | 2472
Employeebenefits | 771 | 844 | 72T | 676 | 1536

INDIGO

2

[ 2287 |13 | 2012
6000 | 4091 | 5867

| 352 | 306

Alrpon charges 4624

Maintenance costs | 9,932

Employee benefits | 5,838

Chart 5: The chart shows the prafit/loss recorded after tax by the
two canriers in ¥ orores.
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Bhutan against appointment
of new Indian Advisers

Caleutta, Sept. 4: In its efforts progressively to
assert its independence, Bhutan is understood
to have told India that it will not encourage the
appointment of any new administrative Advisers
from India. The Bhutanese Governiment is not
asking Delhi o withdraw the Advisers now at
work, but it wishes to have no replacement
when the various Indian Advisers finish their
assigned terms, In some cases, their departure is

beingspefdtd up.
These Advisers work as part of the Indian
G and the Bl

Administration. In charge of the Ehutanese
Gaovernment is the Indian Political Officer at
Thimpa, who, like a Resident Minkster, advises
the King on forelign and basic elements of
modern Police laws into Bhutan.

At present, there are senior Indian Advisers
attached to the Bhutanese Ministries of Finance
Development, and Trade, among others, Bhutan
is treaty-bound 1o be guided by India in foreign
affairs, There is also a Resident Indian Military
Odfficer at Thimpu, the Bhutanese capital, with
the rank of Brigadier.

The Indian Air Force establishment is at Paro,
Some Indian Army officers have also been
seconded to the Bhutanese forces.

Bhutan opened up its communications with
India on the occasion of the coronation of the
new King. Since then it has gone back into its
Isolation after its initial attempes to open its
doors during the coronation. It is not clear
whether the bar is from the Indian side or the
Bhutanese.

..A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER §, 1924
Exodus of coolies.

Dibrugarh, Sept. 4: About 700 vea garden and
other coolies arrived here recently demancding
repatriation 1o Madras. They complained that
they had been ducked by recruits and wanted to
be sent back home at Government expense, The
Magistrate is making enquiries as regards 200
applications. The rest were refused. About 250
returned o work.

A Sibsagar there is a similar unrest among the
garden coolies. About 400 coolies recruited
from Madras Presidency proceeded o Jorhat
and requested repatriation.




NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of people
rescued during the
Gujarat rains

The
37.000:-
9 Wi
conducted by varous agencies including
the National Disastir Response Force and

the Armvy. e

EXPLAINER

Pankal Sekhsaria
Rishika Pardikar

The story so far:
e Andaman and Nicobar
Islands Integrated
Development Corporation
(ANIDCO) s the project
proponent for the NITI Aayog-promoted
72,000 crore mega infrastructun
in Great Nicobar, the southen
in the Andaman and Nicobar

a tourism and township project and a
solar and gas based power plant in Great
Nicobar, ANIDCO which has been
grantec permission for the mega project
s a Hinle known quasi-government agency
beased bn Port Blakr,

What do we know about ANIIDCO?
ANIDCO was incorporated on June 28,
1988 under the Companies Act. lis
obijective is 1o develop and commercially
exploft natural resources for the balanced
and environment ir]r'mﬂ) development of
the territory.” Its m activities,

according to its website, include trading

of petroleum products, Indian made
anaging

forelgn liquor and lul]k
Lourksm resons an
development for tow

and profit over the List three
years has been T370 crore and
respectively. The corporation mall(l.
history, its structure and caj ¢
serious concerns about the process and
possible outcomes of making them
responsible for such a high profile
investment and high risk project :
one in Great Nicobar, The 910 sq km
Island is not just a blodiversity hotspot
bt also home to indigenous communities
with special rights
one of the most tectonically active zones,
‘When the Anda e Nicobar
adminkstration appolnted ANIDCO as
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The PMAY houses to  The Palestinians killed
be constructed in rural  in the Gaza Strip since
Chhattisgarh October 7

In lakh, According to CM Vishnu Deo
8 Sal, his governmant has requestid

the Centre to approve hauses under
thr Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) for
surrendercd Naxalites and people affected
by Maokst vialence in the State. »r

40,8613
includes

9 42 deaths

I thie Last 24 hours, according to ministry

figures, which alio lists 94,398 people as
wounded in the Gaza Strip. we

= HINDU
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Amount given to the
kin of 20 people who
died in Andhra floods

In T lakh. So far, 20 people have died
I thee rains and floods which caused
damage in several parts of the State,
especially Vijayawada. 3,312 kms of roads
aeross Andhia and agricultursl erops in
1,65 |akh hictares wine damaged. »n

Follow us @) facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

What do we know about ANIIDCO?

Why has the qualifications of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development Corporation come into question after it got permission to do a 72000
crore meg infiastructure project in Great Nicobar? Does the company have a proper internal envirommental governance system?

Masslve change: An aevial view of the Andaman and Micobar lslands, GETTY IMALS

project proponent in July 2020, ANIIDCO
nefther had an environment policy nor an
environment cell, It did not even have the
human resources needed to oversee, let
alone implement and monitor the project
it was tasked to implement. It was only in
late 2022 maore than two years after it was
made the project proponent did it start a
process for recruiting people with
relevant expertise such as urban
planners, environmental p1.m|
architects, infrastructure spe
legal and financial experts.
lay, 2021, the Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC) under the Union
environment minstry had asked ANIDCO
anumber of important questions about
s Internal ronmental governance
system. The EAC asked i ANIDCO had a
corporate environment policy approved
Ty its board of directors, an

3, anid

administrative system to ensure
compliance with environmental clearance
wonditions and if there was a prescribed
standard operating procedure to deal
‘with environmental and forest violations,
ANIDCO admitted later in August that it

ot have an environment policy. The
nevertheless, went ahead and
clearance to

pear later in

Nowvember 2022,

Wllai are other conflicts of interests?
Muimibal based Conservation
filedd a petition before
the Natbonal l;mll Tribunal challenging
the

xs granted to ANINDCO, the
corporation’s managing director was the

Why has H.P. raised the
marriageable age for women?

What are the key provisions of the Bill? Why is the assent of the President required? What are the concerns?

Aaratrika Bhavmik

The story so far:
i August 27, the Himachal
Pradesh Ass passe
Bl radsing the minimum
marriageable age for women

lmm IH«T.’I years, The Prehibition of

Il M machal Pradesh

A pendment) Bill, 2024, was passed on

the first day of the two-week monsoon

sesshon, It seeks lmtmunl the Prohibition

=

advance gender f'qu:l ity

Why was the Bill passed?

Chief Mindster Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
toddd The Mimdu that the passage of the Bill
clearly demonst r.|Imlh(> (J]le"ﬁh
m:lu-mlnull'k commi

bette mnm[vmmul' Mr. Sukhu s

e House, Health,
Mpowernent

Ram Shandil highlighted

o limits their potential for
pnur\s:lln lifee. He noted that the
proposed amendments 1o the 2006 Act
alim o reduce instances of early
and motherhood, which
adversely affect women's health,

What are the key provisions?
Currently, Section 2(a) of the 2006 Act
defines a “child” as someone “who, il
malke, has not completed twenty-one
years of age, and i female, b
completed elghteen years of
removes this di
“child” as "a male or female who hd.snm
completed twenty-one years of age”

The Bill also extends the time period
for filing a petition o annul
Under Section 3 of the 2006 Act,
Individual who was a minor at the time of

o
'Tlm Rill

rriage.

marriage can fibe for annulment within
twio years of attaining majpority - before
turning 20 for worn anad 23 for men.
The Bill extends this period to five years,
allowing both wom nd men o file
petitbons before they tum 23, in
accordance with the new minimum
marriageable age of 21 years, A new
provision has also been introduced to
ensure that the Bil's provisions take
precedence over all other existing laws.

Is the President’s assent neces
L Governor Shiv Pratap

a's assent would typically suffice to
enact the Billinto Liw, However, since the
Bl imtroduices a different minimum
marriageable age for women, its
pﬂwls.lons will be deemed i :ans:s.tr'm

According to clase (1) of this provision, if
i e legislature enacts a law on a
subsject covered by the Concurrent List

SN ETSOn wiho wi
Comn
(Environment and I-mulr-)nlﬂu Rsland.

It Is clear, the petition noted, that this
e of the project proponent
certifylng sell* Further, it added that the
responsibility o assess compliance with
the Stage | forest clearance conditions
vests with the same authority that has a
responsibility to ensure compliance with
the conditions. This same pattern was
repeated when the Chief Secretary of the
iskandes, who is also the chairman of the
board of directors of ANNDCO, was macle
a key member of the high powered
committee set up by the NGT o look into
& laints against the project. ANIDCO
was being allowed to evaluate its own
actbons again, Numerous persons
employed at ANIDCO in various
capacities are currently civil serva Ill(whh
the Andaman and Nicobar admi

The number of rees
uprooted by a
Telangana

50,000:

gale in

aver

abaut 500 acres in the forests of Mulugu
witre uprooted follawing & hisge gale, wn

COMPILED Y THE MU DATA TEAM
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The Andarman ard Nicobar
Fslands Integrated
Development Carporation
(ANIIDCO] is the project
proponent for the NITI
Aasyog-promoted 172,000 crore
A infrastructuse project in
Great Nicobar, the
southernmast island in the
Andaman and Nicobas
archipelago,

-

s madn ativities, according to
its website, inchude trading of
petroleum products, indian
mad foreign liquos and milk,
amaging towrm resons and

in charge of emvironmental and tribal

welfare lssues. We sent questionnabres to
both ANHDECO and the ¢l
secretary of the EAC. None responded.

‘What have past adminlstrators sald?
Lt Gen ALK, Singh, Lieutenant Governor
of the islands from 200316, said that
ANIDCO would be better suited than any
other depa

project, though a project of this
dimension would require expert agencies
Trom outsice the islands 1o execute it
Sanat Kaul, chief secretary of the

Iskands in the early 903, had eritiqued
ANIDCO'S tourism operations in a book
e wrote in 2015, On the current project,
The said “1 don’t think ANIDCO can at all
manage 2,000 crone project unless its
upgzraded vastly with much better quality
stadl, IFthe fdea of the government is to

1 s it 15 an existing
pany fully owned by the government,
i: will need a full revamp from what bt was
when 1 was Iilf‘ll'

i cart athorieditor
with his recent work being The Great
Nicobar Betrayal, Rishika Pardikar is.a
[reclance envivonment reporier,

[Entry 5 of the Comcurrent list d
the subject of marriage and dive
the provisions of a
aw, then that repugnant
oF inconsietent porthon of the state law
will b considered “void”,

Tos remedy this, the State legislation
will havee to be reserved for the
President's conslderation and recelve his
of her assent in accordance with clause
uml Article 254, With the President’s
the State law takes precedence

wver the central law, but solely within the
Jurisdiction of that State,

‘What do experts have to say?

Author and activist Madhu Mera
previously tobd The Hindu that ralsing the
minimum marriage age for women o 21
years could upend young lives in a web of
criminal prosecutions, “In our research at
Partners for Law in Development, we
looked at 10 years of use of the child
marriage law. Overwhelmingly, the law
wirs Lsed by parents iga
daughters, It has becomse
parental control and for punishment of
Isows or men whom girls choose as thelr
Tiuishbands, An increase bn age to 21 yvears
wonlld mean persecution of girls right up
ll 21 ye 1.

The 2008 Law Commission Report
recommended setting a v
marriage for both men
years. The National Human Rights
Commission in 2008 too pmp‘swd a
similar reform.

infrastructure ds
Rourksm and fisheries,

-

When the Andaman and
Micobar administration
appointed ANIDCO as project
proponent in July 2020,
ARINDCO peither had an
environment policy nos an
environment cell, It did not
even have the human
nesounces needed to overses,
bet alons implement and
manitor the project it was
Raskoed 1o implernent

THE GIST

-

On August 21, the Himachal
Pradesh Assembily passed a Bill
raising the minimum
marriageable age for women
from 18 to 21 years.

-

Section 2{a) of the 2006 Act
defines a “child® as someane
“who, if male, has nat
completed twenty-one years of
ape, and | fernale, has not
complited eghteen years of
age.” The Bl removes this
distinction, redefining a “child®
as "a male or fermale wha has
not completed twenty-one
years of age.”

-

Author and activist Madha
Mera prsviously told The Mindu
that raksing the minimum
marriage age for women to 21
years could upend young lives
I & web of eriminal
prosecutions.
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In a time of turmoil and crisis, the stoic
roadmap to a meaningful life

several books on Stoicism, old and new, offer timeless wisdom on how o navigate lifes challenges, cope with chaos and wrest happiness from
adversity, By introducing this ancient philosophy, these books explain why it remains relevant for modern society

Soma Basu

sitwation.
There's

el path at any given

ha workd s in turmail, We moment in our lives that could benefit us

muddled through a pandemic, L
ywitness climate | difficulty to build our char,
ing inequalities, | the moment walting for the exper

and conting
disruptions

ter, or mull in

al injustices, cconomic slowdowns, wie live i o disapy m
wars and uprising. The fear of loss and Mulligan,
the greed for more keep lives onedge ina | Instagran Tings, in his
world where one erisis follows another, first book The B lie: Simple Rules

The need for clarity and resilience to Fir A Good Life (2024),

dleal with hardships is felt like n
before, In this scenario,
strategies offered by Stokes help?

Alter Alexander the ©
and death upended the

e
it of living Maybe it

S CONGUests

W all have our own philosophy.
about how people and
allow others (o ir wnd how much
ganivity we let into ourselves,” he says,
ning the Stolcism doctrine based on

Hellenistic philosopher & o aceept things that cannot be
propounded the development of logical nggedd andd not 1o brood over things
living with reason as its declsive principle, | beyond our control.

where there is no space for exhibiting the

[paln one

s original writ

losa, his sayings are pr

mever demonstrate his feelings,

Bandwidth of emotions
The philosophy is not just about

wresther V
utiude’ in proving he
on the mat or standing u

DAILY QU

September 5 is celebrated as Teachers'

erved by Liter
writers and Retwblic is cited as the most
e his vision ¢

i, Between Prime Minister
Modi's “stolc Hlence” over ethnle violence enlightenment and emational well-t

A
“lll-L\\Illl‘m there is, for Instance,

Truths we have lost sight of
Ina world full of darkne

wling experience, equipping readers
with insights into a more pnxlm tive
perspective of lif
the big three Ror
Marcus Aureliv ndd Seneca
s a1 pood wi wer the baskes,
With The Enchividion, Epictetus helps
s o dive into human desires and calm
rationality in order to cultivate a
mindset, It is an essential guide 1o

The free-minded writings of

wdvice and how both
il|\l|lll‘ and et interdependent, He
reggarcls his philosophy as a balm for the
wistinds of ife and suggests uprooting
destructive passions,

While Marens” Meditations is a personal prossible without goodness,
collection of his rellections on applying o muake the 2000-year-old philosophy
stode philosophy to his lfe and is one of ramework to modern life, another good

the most widelyread classics on 1 is Victor Frank! 6 book, Man's
sell-improvement, Donald Robertson uses | Search for Meaning where he chronicles
anecdotes from Marcus' life in his book his experiences as a prisener during

How to Thirk Ike a Rowman Emperor World War 11, He obsery

(2001%9), Roberison's Stofclsm and the Artof | fellow inmates at a Nazl concen

Happiness (2003) showcases how stoic here were some who we

philosophy s a form of sellhelp 1oday. connect o purpose in life in such bleak
In the context of prople irying coplng thmes through completion of tasks, caring

maechanisms o understand thelr place in For another person or fnding meaning in

the world and emernging strong, Vinesh suffering with dignity.

I A Gredde to the Good Hfe: The Ancient

: philosopher John Sellars who bs | Art of Stodc Jay (2009), Willlam Irvine tells

the chair of the Modern Stolcism readers how to become thought ful
organisation, has penned a good observers of o ol Identify
Introduction, Lessons i Stedcism: What the imise worry,
Ancient Piilosopleers Teach Us About How and let go of the |!.N Author and
tor Live (20200, that underlines the professor of Philosophy in Clty College of
comebiack of Stolelsm as a fashionable New York, M;mlmu Pigliueed's ook How
buzword. 10 be A Sto g Anclent Philosophy fo
Live a Modern J.l,lr (2017), reminds readers

History as inspiration 1o losok ko Bistory for inspiration and be
Stodc philosophy started in 300 BC with surprised by is power.

0 of C nd continued for 500 Iy How Should We Live? (2015), cultural

ur
years until the fall of Rome; it evolved histerian Roman Kr
during the two crises and has had tophes including love, family, and
numerous revivals since, including empathy; work, thme, and money to
MNeo-stobc I ihe Remai e T reveal how people have missed a chance
madern Stolcism in the 21st centur n from the anclent Greeks. 1t is

A popular modern book on Stolcism is replete with deas from the past and
The Daily Stoic (2016) by Ryan Holiday sheds light on the decisions we make in
and Stephen Hanselman, which drvws on -

parie explores twelve

hiisto leons and cor porary heroes

Lo il pstrate the power of owing our siys, Stolcksim

convicthons and acting accordingly in an control of one's thoughts and emotions. It
era of dishonesty. *Your v » YOUT Is a recogmition that hiuman socketies and

character and your deeds determine your lons are varked and complex and the
suceess and legacy,” Ryan writes, pointing — path wward a better world goes through
out that the path to greatness is not each of us.

3

Day in India. In honour of educators, here is a

quiz about fictional and literary teachers who have changed lives for the hcttcr

Ko Abhinaya

[
QUESTION 1

Wit and sterm
e viery
fe of the

s two friends, She
was the head of a well-iked house in

mportant rode in |

the school a it a wery difficult
subject at o school, dentify
he teacher.

[y

QUESTION 2

Hilary Swank pls rachir wha
Aransborms the life of at-risk school
children at a schaol in LA in this

mo Thee m ased on & book

is

compiled out of the diary entries of
the students, Name the
[
QUESTION Y
From the 21-day hack to build habits
oM
K

10 acronyms to speeches, this teacher
quickly becomes the lifeline of students
trying to navigate thelr way through the
ruclling WT coaching regime in this
popular serles. Name the series and the
teacher

b

QUESTION 4

This recent sin

m follows the lives of

funded public
phia. T
plays the robe of an

teach
school in Ph

creator of

ccond-grade teaher
Iederitity the erisator of the show.
[

QUESTION S

An unlikely ally wimed
snake

tance; and fire cuppin

Questions and Answers to the previous day's dally
quie: 1. The upcoming movie Emergency is about this and
Kangana Ranaut will play thi role of this politiclan. Ans:
The film is based on the indian Emergency from
1975, Ms. Ranaut will play the role of Indira Gandhi.
2. This 2019 Hindi-language political film is based on the
2014 book by Sanjaya Baru about this politician, Ans: The
Accidental Prime Minister; Dr. Manmehan Singh

3, This Marathi-language biopic based on Nitin Gadkari
was released in 2023, This man played the robe of Gadkari,
Ans: Godkari; Rahul Chopda

4, Main Atal Hoon |s a 2034 blographical film on Aral Bihadl
Viajpayee who was played by this aztor. Ans: Pankaj
Tripathi

5, This 1993 biographical drama film, written by noted
Paywright Vijay Tendulkar, was based on this politician.
Ans: Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel

6. This 1997 Tamil-language epic political drama was

key elements of this movie. It bollows directed by Mani Ratnam. Ans: Iruvar
" M Y Visual: Identify this film from the poster, Ans: Vatra;
wnd his teacher. identify | Visual question: based on Telugu politiclan ¥.5. Rajasekhara Reddy
n the MHama the teacher who identifies Matilda's talent and Early Birds: Ivha KN, Viswanathan| Valbhanshi
movie attempts 1o help her develop and hane her intelligence. | Chaudhary] Dodo Jayaditya| Vaishnavi Sharma

FROM THE ARCHIY

Know your
English

K Subrralumantan

e to join me for dinner®”
have been grazing through pi
ket of ¢ I|:|,h all nlly.

it

after
“You 1
day long.

es, I've been g

.

s lke cows, sheep and goats
ople lke you and me ea
fou're right. You see | have been
eating all day, But I've also been grazing.”

(hat are you ulkllu, I\nlll.

ntinuowsly throughout 1hwh
* Eating throughout the day? But Imw
14 person eat throughout the day?
“Why can't a person eat throughout
she has 1o do is eat
wmething right

SOM ClS wmrlf i ing

(Rl :luml LSy
Because if you do, then it Is very diffic ull
pmething after that”

ol of a heavy breakfast,
iree or four

something to prevent the stomda
complaining
“5o like @ cow,

grazer” chews all day.”

“Yes, And that's wh\ s called
‘p.,mxl! I

asmall

somebody with a whip?™
“Yes, one of the meanings is that”

You've got it all wrong. You s
idn't say 'Ln]ling' baat “Lashin
informal English, ‘lashings' me
L mmy of something

3 Yol u ant a large quauu[y"

ans a large

*Never mind that. Are you giving me
my lee creami”
fes, But not lashings of || You see |
wall quantiny.”

wou are.”
1 you tell me the meaning of a

L\ thee sentence, "Mr, Arjun Singh
also sabd that if any references in the

ment gave this interpretation lI.In\l ly
or indirectly, the same are withdr
The sentence s in 1l solution .|dn;||h\|.
by the Congress W
t dloes the sentend
1 suippeosie D me
WASI'L e
party

that th
with bleary eyes and tired n |Iml.\."
Published in The Hindu on April 6, 1993,

Word of the day

Parry:

Impede the movement of (an opponent o &
Ball); avodd or try to avold fulfilling, answering,
or perfarming (duthes, questions, of issees)

SYNONYMS: block, deflect, skirt, hedge,
elude, dodge, duck, evade, elrcumvent, fudge,
sidestep

Usage: sk

questions

pavried the re

Pranunciation: bty

¥Po

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fpai

Foo feedback and suggestions for
Teot & Contest, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.n
with the subject Text & Context’
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Educate retail investors

Enough guidelines to curb market speculation exist; we
need awareness drive to not always bet on quick returns

NVESTMENT GURUS, ESPECIALLY mutual fund managers, have

spent decades explaining the benefits of long- lcrmimu_sling l"hjsia.

sound advice as many top mutual fund sct

lar returns of over 20 compound annual growth rate [LAGR! over
the past two decades or even more, But an ever-growing number of
investors seem to have little patience for this long-term story. As a study
by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) for FY2 3 reveals, 54
investors, excluding anchor investors, have sold their shares allotted in
the initial public offering (1PO) in the very first week. More importantly,
67.6% retail investors (by value) exited in the first week with profits of
over 200, but 23,3% sold even if they were in losses,

‘What is interesting is that almost a quarter of the retail investors are
playing the PO market for quick gains and do not mind incurring losses
in the short term. In fact, they could possibly be deploying the funds in
the next [PO, hoping to make up for the losses, They don't seem to be
deterred by the short-term capital gains tax of 15%. So, instead of wait-
ing for over 2000-odd CAGR forover 20 years, they are happy earning 1 7%
post-tax within days. The IPO boom is also supporting the "quick buck”
phenomena. In FY24, 36 out of 76 mainframe [POs returned over 2000 in
the first week. The numbers have only become better in FY 25, with 16 out
of 25 IPOs returning over 200, according to data from Prime Database.

The flood of liquidity has clearly overshadowed the pitfalls, resulting
in complacency. Consider the frenzy in the small and medium enter-
prises (SME) [PO market, Recently, an auto dealer’s £12-crore 110
received bids of over 5,000 crore. No wonder, Sebl isworried. In the past
coupleofweeks,its wholetime member Ashwini Bhatla has spoken about
stricter guidelines for SME IPOs by the year-end. The market regulator
has also taken the unusual move of issuing an advisory to Investors ask-
ing them to be careful as promoters seem to be painting an unrealistic
pleture to garner more bids. Last October, italso asked the two exchanges
— BSE and NSE — to put these stocks under additional and graded sur-
veillance measures.

Butone doubts whetherall the advisory orstricter rules will havea sig-
nificant impact on investor frenzy for [POs — both SME and mainframe
— when sheer greed is the main drving force, With 809% of mainframe
1POs closing above listing price after aweek, the roll of the dice is heavily
infavour of the investor at this point. To curb speculation, Sebi has already
floated a consultation paperwhich, ifim plemented, will make things dif-
ficult for reiajlinmlon.ln the derivatives market. The Union Budget has
alsoincr b urith ction tax on options and futures, which
willbe implemented from October 1. But one doubts whether additional

: Opinion

IGHIFICANT FISCAL IMPLI-

CATIONS are bound to arise

as countries roll out their

energy transition plans.

India has committed to
achieving its net zero target by 2070,
and also set specific goals for 2030,
Renewable energy, however, does not
generate the same kind of tax and non-
tax revenues that fossil fuels do. Petro-
leum products, for instance, generate
revenues in the form of excise for the
central governmentand value added tax
{VAT) for the states. Coal, on the other
hand, generates goods and services tax
(GST). Both generate royalties as well if
they are mined/extracted in India.
Together these constituted close toone-
third of the total indirect tax collections
inIndiain 2019-20.0ver time, however,
as the share of renewable energy
Increases, fossil fuelswill

C
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® PARALYMPIAN PRIDE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Our incredible Paralympic contingent has

set a record for the highest ever medals for
our country in any Paralympics. This shows the

dedication, passion and determination of our athletes

® COST OF TRANSITION
RENEWABLE ENERGY DOES NOT GENERATE THE TAX AND NON-TAX REVENUES THAT FOSSIL FUELS DO

Counting on carbon pricing

RAJAT YERMA
LAVEESH BHANDARI

fal

and senicr fallow, Centre for Social and
Econamic Prograss [CSEP

under the indirect taxes category and
assess [ssues related to revenue conti-
nuity over along period of time, state

and arrived at three main findings.
First, implementing a carbon tax on
coal emissions boosts real GDNPand low-

orstate ‘control
over thelr own tax rates and revenues,
institutional challenges in imposing
new taxes, and the distributional
impacts of these changes. We analyse
and explore the potential of replacing
fossil fuel taxes with other tax options
such as carbon taxes om fossil fuel emis-
shons, usar tricity

erate a lower share of revenues. This
underscores the need to explore alter-
native revenue sources that will not anly
compensate for the loss of revenue but
also suppaort energy transition objec-
tives ina fairand pr

taxes and distance trav-
elled taxes), and conven-
tional alternatives such as

There are manyal:‘ematlvm,ﬂng‘lng
From increasing tax rates to rationalising
taxation to imposing new forms of taxes.
‘Welooked at many of these possiblealter-
natives available for India. There are some
rather infeasible ones, such asincreasing
direct tax rates; as historical evidence
suggests, increasing the rates does lttle
to increase tax revenues in India. Broad-
ening the incomn
agricultural incomes is yet anmherdlﬁl.-
cultp given the
the palitical economy. .ﬂddl.tlunailly.tm
corporate taxes are also competitive with
other countries and altering these may

usionof

guidelines to curb speculation in the IPO market would serve any pur-
pose — after all, enough of them exist already. What Is required Is a con-
certed effort to educate retail investors that they should not confuse stock
markets with gambling dens. Education is a long-term and a more diffi-
cult process than issuing more guidelines, but that seems to be the only
way forward. We have for long believed in the maxim that market is the
hest teacher, but it's time to change that belief. Quick returns can never
b taken for granted,

FTC's challenge to a Walmart
rival needs a better attack

THE US FEDERAL Trade Commission has thrown everything at its attempt to
thwart Kroger Co.'s 525 billi of Albertsons Cos. It has
taken a scattershot approach when a more targeted attack would serve it better,
given the dublousness of some of its arguments.

The transaction was hatched in 2021 againsta Inclodmp of sharply rising food

affect Inidlia.

W thus examined the possibilities

It is eritical for India

ity of er the most,

as emissions from the consumption of
coal lead to maximum pollution in
India. Howewver, it is regressive in the
sense that the poor households will have
to shoulder a disproportionate burden
to their incomes, While such a tax could
accelerate the energy transition, it won't
solve the long-term fiscal
challenge of closing the
revenue gap, as the use of
fossil fuels and, therafore,

to move to a
aproportionate increase in M revenues from carbon
the GST rates. Taxation ~ carbon taxation ey i gradually
Iternatives included car- ragime (or a decline. The regressive
ban taxes on emissions of well-structured problem can be taken care
coal, petrodeum and a com- carbon emissions of through minor direct

bination of these two; user
taxes such as increasing

form of taxation called dis-

tance travelled tax, and a combination
of the two; as well as a proportionate
inerease inthe GSTrates.

The replacement of fossil fuel rev-
enueswithother forms willaffect house-
hold welfare by altering their tax burden
and will also have differing macroeco-
nomic and environmental effects. We
examined these effects on parameters
such as real gross domestic product
(GDF), prices, and emissions intensity,

trading regime)

electricity duties, a new  ee———

effect on prices.

Third, a proportionate increase in
GSTsignificantly reduces emissions and
has moderate effects onboth equityand
real GDP. This isbecause replacing fossil
taxes with changes in GSTrates affects
pricesthe least when compared with the
other alternatives. However, GST does
not provide individual state govern-
ments much autonomy over their own
taxes, and therefore they are unlikely to
agree to replace fossil fuel taxes witha
general increase in GST.

It is critical for India to move toa car-
bon taxation regime (or alternatively a
well-structured carbon emissions trad-
ing mgl.meJ as it will send a strong price
signal across the country, for moving
production to a more environmentally
benign mechanism. Such a price signal
will, however,not address the long-term
challenge of finding othar revenues to
address the budgetary gaps that will be
visible within a few years as India's
dependence on fossil fuels reduces,

Forthat problem, we found that there
are no clear-cut answers, and each
potential solution has a different chal-
lenge. For this to be addressed, India
needs to initiate a conversation among

cash
est segments.
Second, user taxes can
be a potential solution for
the of as
the electricity duties are constitution-
allywithin theirambitwhile the mileage
taxes can be administered by the Centre
under Article 248, Howewver, tlwse taxes

what is
the most suitable mechanism for the
country. We believe that eventually a
combination of taxes and other genera-
tion tools will be used to cover the gap.
This will emerge out of a political-eco-
nomic discourse that studies such as
ours seek to inform. For the medium
term, however,carbon taxes can achieve

are inefficient as they ificant
negative impact on real GDP. This is
because mileage taxes affect the prices
the most. Transport and electricity lieat
the core of economic activity, and
imposing user taxes will have a domino

both goals; while palitical
economic processes find the long-term
solution, a shorter more immediate
solution remains carbon pricing.

Views are personal

India’s growth in a sweet spot

There are strong indications that growth in the
economy will be strengthened further; India can
maintain a number of above 7% this year

MADAN SABNAYVIS

Chief aconamist, Bank of Barada

THE Q1 GDP data ironically bodes well
for the economy, even though the
growth rate at 6.8% ls lower than last
year. The main reason for optimism is,
it does appear that most of the boxes

prices, reatea jumby player power tochallenge which represent the prerequisites for

the mighty Walman In|: Last week, the FTC went to court to delay its closing and high stable growth of above 7% for the

allow thime fior a fy T y Jbutitmeans year have been ticked.

testing the mv:rl.tnofthc FTC's arguments. The see ming contradiction can be
Asimple merger of Kroger A Id start out as anti- peetitive explained by ofthe num-

on its face because of sizeable overlaps in the combined 5,000-store portfolio,
notably across the Wiest Coast. An Albertsons executive responded to rumours of
the combination by saying " you are basically creating a monopoly in gml:l!ry".
according to a state lawsuit trying to block the deal. Expect more embarrassing
correspondence to surface in the weeks ahead — it always does,

Kroger's selling points for the deal are a sideshow. It pledges 51 billion of price
reductions and § 1 billion in higher wages. Delivery on such promises is going to be
hard to monitoe. As for getting bigger to fight Walmart, the existence of behemoths
doesn'tjustify semath, Onthat basis, all
until every industry became a duspoly.

Kroger says no stores will close as a result of the takeover. Further, it argues that
the vast disposal programme sustains rivalry between the
from raising prices or reducing quality.

The FTC argues thedivestiture fails toensure that there's

ar for
operate side by side. The problem with that argument is that
rivals inchud-
ing club stores, discounters, and specialists such as Costeo
Wholesale Corp.and Aldi Inc, That i
tures would be required Lha.n under the view that Kroger and
ampete ire grocery industry.

"Supermarkets” have long been treated as a market for
antitrust purposes, All the same, the idea that non-super-
market grocers impose zero pricing pressure on this sector
is becoming very difficult to swallow in 2024, Supl!nnarh!:s mmpete primarily
withone another bec oy offir it achoice
ofbrands and sizes within categories, the ETC arg\lns_c‘omu mers !hwldn"t need
tobuyayear's supply of toilet paper to get a good d
are now willing to travel to multiple non-supermarket rlvaJn in searth of better
value, and, if enough do,

The FTC! tion is also Itnaux(‘&swm'thel:apahludmn

tholiowellAcquir marksarad-

ical change of strategy for the wholesaler. Has it bitten off more than it can chew?
There'sa 1 F2015 eway Inc. rested on a sale
o\f!tr.lmstu d\-'al Haggen,which lawlwllapncd.ﬂm FTC further a:gunsC&Sis pgetting
a the inc

The FTC's attack would be better if mare targeted. It has landed a blw against
Kroger's claim that no stores will be closed for merger-related reasons, On Friday,
(C&S chief executive officer Eric Winn ack this wasn't enfi ble.And
oo s ™ pretext.|f anshowclosingsare likely,
that would weaken the competitive impact of the divestment programmae.

And if the FTC can produc
needed even when recognising competition from the likes of Costeo and Ama-
zon.com Inc., that would truly buttress its case,

Throwing everything at thewall to see what sticks toblock this merger — espe-
clally the idea that supermarkets compete only with supermarkets — is not going
to waork to the FT'C's advantage.

Ithgnores from

CHRIS
HUGHES

#loambarg

surely have

Begd. No: DL -21068,/03-08. FUN.|. No. 24750, 74, Printed and Published by R.C. Malhatra on behalfof The Indian Exprass {F) Ltd and printed 2t Tha Indian Express [P Ltd Press, A-8, Sectar-7, ﬂnd: 201301 and
Marg, MNew Dethi-110002, Phane: 0120-6651500. (Cover price: Patnac Mon-Fri €12, Sat & Sun #12; Raipur: Mon-Fri €12, Sat & Sun #12) Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goenka,

bers. GDP is defined as the sum of gross
value added (GVA) and net taxes, GVA
is the actual growth in production in
different sectors that are represented
by eight segments, The movement
from GVA to GDP is based on the net
addition of taxes — the difference
batween commodity taxes (mainly
goods and services tax)and subsidies,
The growth estimates for Q1 were
alwaysi ing to have a downward bias
duetothe base effect of higher growth
last year. The 8.4% growth last year
provided this base effect. When one
looks at the growth in GYA, there isa
lot of comfort as it was 6.8%. This
means that GDP growth was lowered
te 6.7% due to low growth in the "net
taxes” component. This was on
expected lines and most sectors wit-
nessed growth roughly as fore cast.
There were two positive surprises.
The first was manufacturing, which
did better than expected notwith-
standing that corporate profitability
has been low-key this quarter. Gross
prafits, it should be mentioned, is an
important component of value added,
with salaries and wages being the
other component. The 7% growth isa

good sign because as demand moves in
the upper trajectory, this level of per-
formance can be sustained. The second
is the*public administration, defence,
and other services"component, which
grew by 9.5%,

The negative surprise was agricul-
ture and allied activities, which grew
by just 2%. A higher number could
have been expected because the rabi
cropwasvery good last year. [t appears
the party was spoilt by heatwaves
which affected the "allied activities”
thatinclude horticulture, besides fod-
der,animal husbandry,
ete. With the monsoon

going by the data.

The second engine that has started
to fire is investment. There have been
divided views on whether the private
sector has started spending on invest-
ment. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) data
does show some increase in capacity
utilisation by March, but this couldbea
seasonal factoras the rate tends to peak
before dipping in [une.Growth at B.8%
in gross capital formation and 9.1% in
gross fixed capital formation is quite
impressive. As the government spend-
Ing on capexwas muted due to theelec-

tions this quarter,itcan
b that most

being normal, there

of this growth was in

should be a reversal in Gmr! th.t_ the private sector.
some of these trends, consumption will be Therefore, the GDP
There have been sev- increasing and that growth number of
eral encouraging signs il 6.70h is more than sat-
in this data sext.%g be%ln will h_.d ‘o. _b“?.r Isfying.
with, growth in con- capacity utilisation, What can be the
sumption was impres- tha pace of capital reasan for optimism
siveat 12.4%, the high- formation should with this growth rate?
est since Q2 of FY11 alse improve The government has

when pent-up demand
pushed up growth to a
high of 17.5%. This is
important because consumption has
been one of the missing links to the
growth story. Here, rural demand has
lagged; and the argument put across
often is that high inflation and lower
income have stymied demand. This has
chan d of late, with inflation also

emingly coming under control at less
tl\an 50, Urban demand so far has
largely been confined to the premium
sagment, but this could be changing

THE EDITOR

Levelling the

playing field

Apropos of "Competing for FOI* (FE,
September ), indeed there is regional
disparity in the flow of foreign direct
investment (FCI) in India. & major slice
of it goes to the richer states, aven
thaugh there is an equal platform far
all states, Cheap labour, uninterrupted
power supply, skilled manpower,
nudging the tax system, and easy
acquisition of land are the parameters

fulfilled by richer states to attract
mare FDI. Poorer states, especially in
the Northeast, have litthe infrastructure
to attract FOI and lack skilled labaur.
Lakhs of north Indians migrate to the
southern states for their livelihood. It is
the anus of the Centre to avgment the
infrastructure of the poorer states with
archestrated schemes far increasing
the quality of manpower. Thereis no
dearth of it. Other paramaters also
must be fulfilled to attract FOI.

~MR Magarajan, Sivakasi

projected 6.5-7%%
growth for the year,
while the RE] islooking
at 7.2%, The latter looks more likely as
conditions are favourable. First, the
consumption story should work out
even better in the coming months. The
rains have been more than favourable
and sowing data shows that the kharif
crop, with the exception of cotton,
would be generally better than last year.
This means food prices should get tem-
pered. While it may take time to get
reflected in the inflation numbers, it

The state of the
economy

Car sales are often regarded as an
accurate estimation of how well the
nation's ecanomy is doing. The fall
in car sales in In rthe past two
manths makes it difficult to believe
in the 7.2% GOP growth, which has
now dropped to a more realistic
6.5%. Many economists and analysts
question these numbers. The
Pension Fund Regulatory and

would still mean higher rural income.

Second, given that consumptionwill
be increasing and that will lead to bet-
tercapacity utilisation, the pace of cap-
ital formation should also im prove. This
in turn should lead to some improve-
ments in investment in the consumer
goods segment. So far, most of the
Investment has been in infrastructure-
oriented companies, It maybe expected
to become more broad-based during
the rest of the year. Add to this the gov-
ernment capex programme, which will
accelerate as already seen in July, and
this will ensure overall capital forma-
tlon gets a boost.

Lastly,on the production side, with
GVA on track, the net taxes will hold a
clue tofaster growth. In the first quar-
ter, tax collections were buoyant, How-
ever, subsidy outflows were front-
loaded to an extent. This will get
corrected along the way,and hence the
net tax collection growth, which was
muted in Q1 will return to narmal.

Therefore, there are strong indica-
tions that growth in the economy will
be strengthened further. There are also
emerging possibilities of the RBI low-
ering the repo rate, which could be in
the fourth quarter provided inflation
looks subdued. This can be a positive
for industry, at a time when invest-
ment looks to improve, It can be said
that the Indian economy is truly ina
sweet spot for growth and can main-
tain a number of above 7% this year
and move further upwards thereafter.

Views are personal

Development Authority chairman
has said an investment rate of 36%
was needed for a 8% rise in the GDP.
The fall in investment rate in the last
quarter does not augur very well for
the growth numbers in India. The
festive season is likely to give a
boost to consumption and it is
hoped this would help trigger
further economic activity.
==hnthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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Stifling innovation

GST notices on academic institutions must be revoked

—
¥ Valthesswaran

ress reports indicate that

P premicr institutions such
IT Delhi; Anma
Punjab University;
Sastra University and few others
have received show cause notices
firom the Directorate General of
GST Intelligence (DGGI). Itis
reported that the Education
Ministry ks not too happy with the
motices issued seeking GST on
Research Grants,
.ﬂ.n:m'rdinzlol)(i{il.

universities and institutions
should pay GST onthe research
Erants secived from
Bovernment; quasi-government
bodies; funds; industry; donors
and philanthropists, Despite the
Central Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs’ instructions that
DGGI should not issue notices
which involve interpretation of
Taw without the clearance from
the Board, the salvo of notices has
caused signd tr

TAXING TIMES. Nixing research

ownershiprights over the
research findings.,

Institutions account these
grantsas funds in their balance
sheet and it is not taken as
There are conditions
ference to utilization and
reporting. There could be some
rare cases where the rescarch
could result in an outcome suchas
new technology or patent, Even
assuming that as per the terms of
the gmm; future IPR would be

intly, at best itisajoint

the academia. "
Levy of GST is on supply of
goods or services for
wonsideration. Further, the
activity must be in the course or
furtherance of business, When a
research grant is given by
gu\rmnwm,corpumt\'
philanthropy or philanthropists
or international agencies, or
Alumin of any
institution/university, it is for the
[purpose of carrying out rescarch
that ultimately benefit the
society. The university or the
institution that receives the
grants docs sol sipply any goods or
service fo the donor.An institution
or University carries out research
andis not carrying on business,
When ‘consideration’ is missing
and when ‘supply of goods or
services” is also missing, there can
be no GST.

NOCONSIDERATION®

owne: ntup of IPRand there s no
existence of IPR at the time of
grant. 1T the IPR is exploited and
there is some degree of licencing
which results in rovalty then that
royalty would be liable to GST,
Ina GST case, the Bombay illgh

Court in the case of Bai Mamubs

PARTHAPRATIM PAL
PARTHA RAY

ccently the World Trade

Organization (WTO)

released two important

documents — (i) World

Trade Statistics 2023; and
(i) World Tariff Profile 2024,

While both contain detailed and
apparently boring data tables and refrain
from presenting amy analysis, sifting
through these documents are a number
of interesting trends in the current
ghobal trade scemario emerge.

RECENT TRENDS

Traditionally, the first document, World
Trade Statistics 2023 highlights trends
inglobal merchandise trade and trade in
services on an annual basis. According to
this, merchandise trade and trade in
commercial services are showinga
different trend for the year 2023!
Specifically, the following trends are
worth noting:

* Involume terms, global
merchandise trade declined by 1.2 per
centin 2023, The decline is sharper in
terms of value, which contracted by 5
pereent in 2023, Apart from lower
volumes, declining commodity prices,
and exchange rate fuctuations could
have led vo this decline,

*On theother hand, in 2023, trade in
commercial services grew by 9 per cent
in value terms, led mostly by travel,
mmeu:nrscrﬂu« rr:wnn:lmud

andb

Trust Vs, Suchitra has held that
enforceable reciprocal obligations
are essential toa ly and that
the supply doctrine does not
L‘f“l(L"l“I'lIﬂll! or L‘IK‘OHIP&H! a
wrongful unilateral act orany
resulting payment of damages.
The grant by its very nature is
mieant for covering the
expenditure incurred in carrying
out research and the report or the
bemefit of the rescarch s for
public at large and not for
consumption by the person
making the payment. Even if the
research or the benefitof the
research exclusively belongs to
the University, there is nochange

In so far as universitics are with reference to the legal
eoncerned, when they receive a of grant not being
research grant there is no consideration. When the payment
mm:s[mndmgmqulrrmcmm dmsnnlluwlhm.mm\ rof
supply goods or s consid d there are no
ptr\snn giving the grant. Similarly,  reciprocal ebligations, it cannot

person giving the grant does”
nm procure any goods of services
from the University, Thus, the
grant recelved does not constitute
“eonsideration’,

Grants given for open ended
researchdoes not tantamount to
consideration as it is a receipt in
ithe nature of grant

be said that there is a supply for
the purpose of levy of GST.
Academic institutions plava
significant role In fostering
research and innovation. They
depend upon various donors whe
provide rescarch grants and
imposing GST on such grants
le innovation and

without a gueid procoof supply of
goods or services, Research grants
arl‘umlfur[undingrrn‘nuflm
projects, buying equipment,
payment of stipend, ete.

The domor does not have any

thehindulbu

research, It is hoped that the
exercise s nipped at the bud
throughappropriate Circulars or
Directions,

The writer Is an advacats and tas comubtant

nessline.

TWEN
September 5, 2004

" YEARS AGO TODAY,

We will soon gain mastery over inflation: PM
A day after the release of official data showing inflation at a three-and-a-half year

lllghn.rx;lnhﬂmk emanating rmm
geopolitical tensions, supply chain
disruptions and climate change related
uncertainties bed to high growth of the
insurance servioes sector, which grew at
18 percentin 2023,

* Overall, the combined valse of
international trade in goods and services
has declined by 2 per cont in 2023,

ssible reasons behind this
unusual slowdown of trade could be
attributed to increasing geopelitical
tensions and their impact on the
Sh'm"f“’“‘"“ , growing protectionism
acro world, a rise of unilateral
policy
countriesand :mmu[n
fragmentation of international trade
an:ung vanwstndt'b locs.

think - bl .7

Some disquieting trends
in global trade

TRADE MATTERS. The WTO data reveal that the world is moving away
from free trade and towards trade independence and self-sufficiency

$432billion but India has managed to
become the 1 7th largest exporter in the
world. Incommercial services exports,
India's rank moved from 8thin 2022 1o
Tth in 2023, with a marginal increase in
its market share,

In 2023, Indiais ranked 2nd in ICT
services exports in 2023 with exports
growing at 13 per cent. Apart from the
ICT services exports, India also features
among the top 10 exportersof the
following services subsectors: Other
commrcial serviees (4th), Other
business services (4th), Personal,
cultural and recreational services (5th),
Construction services (7th), Financial

temporarily restrict imports when there
Isan import surge; (lil) product
standards, such as, the Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Standards, used 1o
rmtcd Tuman, animal, or plant life and
salth from specific risks; and (i)
technical barriers totrade (TET ). The
report published data for the first two
typeof NTMs but not on SPS and TET.
This report shows that India has been
one of the most prolific users of
Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs) in
international trade, Specifically, for the
calendar year, 2023, 186 anti-dumpin
investigations were conducted by the
WTO member countries, and on £

services (9th) and I and
pension services (10th).

The second report, World Tariff
Profile 2024 provides comprehensive
information about tariff and non-tarif
measires (NTM) used by the WTO
Member countries in 2023,

Thereare four main typesof NTMS as
per WTO: (i) trade remexdial measures,
;ucha‘ anti umpmgdut:cs and

(i) d

Itisal that high
coupled wi ith some contractionary
coonomic F‘BII\Y measures in some
developed countries contributed tothe
decline in merchandise trade.

WHERE DOES INDIASTAND?
Interestingly, in both merchandise trade
and trade in services, India has improved
its position in 2023. In merchandise
exports, India was ranked 18th in 2022
with amarket share of 18 per cent. In

1's exports have declined o

measures used by countries o

India can legitimately

have an interventionist

trade policy regime that

uses tariffts and non-tariff
med s to optimise its

trade flows

occasions anti
implemented,
The top three countries which
implemented maximum anti-dumping
measures against other exporting
countries in 2023 were: the US (14

g W

user of the WTO safeguard provisions in
2023, Out of the total six times such
safeguard measures were used, India
used it two times,

WHY NTM:?
There are a few possible reasons for
India’s usage of NTMs. F.rs: Indiacan
legitimately have e and
interventionist trade policy regime that
uses tariffs and NTMs to optimise its
trade flows according to domestic
requirements,

cond, India has a broad and

diversified industrial base, so the
demand for trade policy measures can be
on the higher side.

Third, China's economic slowdown
and demand compression have led woan
aggressive export push by Chinese firms.
To protect domestic pmdun:\-rs from
lln se artificially d hca

measures), India (14 and
European Union (5 measures). India
wasalsoas the receiving end of
anti-dumping measures imposed in
2023,

Countervailing measures are |mpo~\'d

rent trade policy measures,
including NTMs. Overall, these data are
perhaps in syne with the hypothesis that
globally, countries are focusing moreon
cconomic independence and

against subsidi

fulfil certain WTO ch«l requirements,
In 2023, a wotal of 11 countervailing
measures were imposed by WTO
member countries.

Among these, India imposed three
measures, and five were imposed by the
US. India was alsoat the receiving end
these countervailing duties as three out
of the total 11 were imposed against
Inddian exports, India has also

self-sufficiency. This current policy
ideology seems markedly different from
the principles of comparative advantage,
fre: pndl'mndglchlﬂlwmmnunu
which the globalization stood.

Has atime come for the engraving of
the epitaph of free trade? Let us watch,

Palin @ Prifessor of Eonomics at the M Calutes, and
Rays Director, NIBMBune. Views exprevted are
perional

Railways’ shift away from futuristic projects isa concern

Sudhanshu Mani fully-electrified “green” rallway, while
munngs.msurp'lus diesel locos and
muwly,lndlnnkn!m iromy that its increase in freight
l I (IR) was adept at hypingits loading relies on record coal

progmcspeml transportation, the most polluting fuel.
P vernment's IR recent accidents has
decade with the previous one. Now IR Im:nlmdequalt After media uproar, it
mlinlynubcuml’orlm-!cd& hastily advertised vacancies for safety

and defensive measures.

suﬂandlmp&ﬂshﬂyd«lded:o uip
10,000 locos with Kavach, although full

VANDE BHARAT. Elite project?

euphoriawas short-lived and [R
recently announced that it had
abandoned this tender because of high
cost and lack of know-how and
competition in India, after falled
negotiations with the lowest bidder,
T4 e el

IC and offer prices
diﬂmxb‘;'nfnm.*pcrm:imlw
T30,000-crore project. After facing a

Mg of 817 par cac for the week-end dugust 21 the Prime Ministes, Dr The policy shift from manufacturing  benefits would flow onkty when the trains have been in the news eversince  backlash for pushing the elitist’ Vande
e g"' ol e o v e M ) only air-conditioned coaches to mostly gmndﬂuipmm is installed. Integral Coach Factory (ICF}umcda Bharat trains while neglecting the
Ackiresaiy ngh oclenecce, Dr Brch sertated the n m:;“ ‘mm non-alr-conditioned ones was abrupt, “The Railways also announced tender for 20 trai lers, t
ressing s press conference, Or Singn st UM FAIRAG MENON MRt O & lmmwthenCmmufaclmtnlmgh nnd peripheral measures like installing named Train 20 — mlhawrw to MIMulr)'mmulohl\'rloﬂthe
ombanation of slfeuﬂmp-ng‘obal o<|llpvl'>tl‘s.<eﬂt{'rﬁsar.s.rgfromutc arrival dry. The final blow to the pl ith Al technology | N of deliver them in 2020. In 2018, however,  appetite for pursuing meaningful
of monsaen, and "svoidsble druption” such as the tnuckers strke passenger train pairs prn'm:tmn using this technology for real-time the project was shelved. The issue 5. The current environment,
operations came with the decision to alerts, formulation of unified rulesand — resurfaced when Illis.sucda tender for thits unpmcvdcnwd ral]wu
:::;'5 wm{“’ d"‘:‘ F@"“:‘ﬁg;‘;‘:&;‘ wal - re-evaluate and delay the public-private lr:lnlngt!m would utions 100 aluminium train sets, to
b ?1“ i e - e of TP o," partnership. Additionally, the in case of failure of sutomatic signals Why aluminium? Toimprove energy ! le vech isith 4
:ewmry R rme ns[l\tcﬁmbﬂ;@doﬂsl.u.gﬂt ““D“‘h"“ WpUR soity cl:rwmn:nloldlﬂsion!tﬂ for drivers, station masters, guards, cfﬁcknryofnlmlnandmnwlt assimilation infa.dllllﬂhylhcpﬂwlc
iy ranw materials, coupled with the 2 per cent cess hevied in this year's Budget undertake Gati Shakti projects was pointsmen, ete. savings, it mgwauw:on-dumls sector, But if IR decides to walk away
and the recent trckers’ strike. And to top it all, there is the continuing worry over reassigned to the Construction wing, Another pressing matteristhe weight by Roc 3, it would ben
increasing global oil prices. even nsRainuyr"Frrth: modal share gruwing pcm.'pllon lhal] Itl; material like aluminium, mlnssalstcphndcwnrd
has actually declined dof the The tender showed the
Weh v to e %6t ot e esre Bk o s GOk Mk R S It DL o el A1 el e i B T e WA
b a f i b il nl s the aluminl Aluminlum I i But thi;
it LA ERLa P Aok o eatis: 2 tha dhrca redil of proudly claims to be the world's only s the aluminium train sets, Alunin pin raihway techinology. But this and Ingependent Rad Consultant
small and medium industries.
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2519
O e i
. . . - ACROSS DOWN 11, Muddie, ACROSS DOWN 12. Violinist tabes his bow
7. Office papers Of. Toattend, have  confusion (4) 07, It holds office papers going one by 0, Look after direction of the will (4} in a popular concert (4)
storage unit (6.7) cane of (4) 12, Bow (mus, it) (4) one 1 government ministers (6,7) 0. A stabde business (4) 13, 15 able 1o ghve one a drinking-mug (3)
OB, Give prool 02 Unahaken, 13.Tin (3) 08, Show haw modern staté can be 03, What's to be discussed i 15, Quescus i all right if it has a heart (3)
of (11} resolute (4) 15, Tree (3) developed (1) information a District Attorney 17, Approach and threaten one company
12. Domesticated 03, Table of business. 17, Approach and 12. Silky choth cap maybe in the style  holds (&) in change of cast (&)
llama (6) for meeting (6) address (6) of its surroundings (6) 04, Something amiss that may 18. No ship can supply it with
14, Turn e 4. Thing of 18, Soda-water 14, Turn, o return, tothe Gallery (6)  be of importance (6) aerated-water in (6)
awheel (6) consequence (6) dapenser (6) 16. No 12 Down could form a ring 05, Passport endorsement is necessary 19, Put all resources together
16, Trumpet of 05, Travel document, 19, Swimming-bath round the sun (6) to eriter Vinginia (4) for a lido (4)
dalodil (8) passport ) 18, Light boats one might kiss off, 0. It Is no more than a lake (4) 20, Give up Japanese seavred as a
18. Small, light autherisation (4) 20, Metal chub (4} nathing being kast (6) 0. Penguin that measured porssible source of it (4)
boats (&) 06, A pool, lake (4) 21, Old stringed 19. In the main, ‘pp’ is rendered in 48 by 72 Inches (7) 21,1t took some plock o use itasa
19, Chiefly (1) 09, Title of instrument (4) yrical fashion (11) 10, Rule fat out for the lachrymase (7). waterproof seal (4)
23. Small-whaseled soveraignty (7) 22, Enclosed 23, Powered two-wheelers provide 11. Where servicemen eat a 22, Bearm on mast measures thirty-sic

powered bikes (5-8) 10, Liable to cry (7}

area by house etc (4)

escort bo Moors perhaps (5-8)
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ACROSS 1. Dissimulate 7. Revolve 9. Vial 11, Nadir 12 Ponder 14 Prospective 18, Martin 200 Malar 22 Kink 23, Outlast 24, Remunerated
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Slow start
Ineentives for velicle serappage need to be better

he vehicle scrappage policy, or the
I Voluntary Vehicle Modernisation Program

(VVMP), has been a slow starter, After
having been first proposed by the Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari in August
2015, the VVMP was launched last week.
Automakers have agreed to provide discounts on
purchase of a new vehicle against a scrapped one,
with the concessions ranging from 1.25-3 per cent of
the ex-showroom price for commercial vehicles
(CVs) and 1.5 per cent of the ex-showroom price or
120,000, whichever is less, for passenger vehicles,

While the implementation is a good
beginning, there is scope for improvement,
Inthe nine years since it was mooted, the
policy has seen three iterations, The
original proposal put out in May 2016 said
that vehicles (predominantly trucks)
bought prior to March 31, 2005 (i.e,, those
older than 10 years then), or those below
BS IV emission standards, would be eligible
for scrappage incentives, This was diluted
in 2018 by increasing the age of the vehicle
to 20 years. The implementation date — set
to 2020 then — didn’t see light of day until
the subject came up again in Budget 2021,
where instead of age, vehicle fitness was
replaced as the key criteria for mandatory
scrapping.

Cut to 2024, formalisation of the
scrapping infrastructure is gaining ground.
Dara from Parivahan Sewa of the Ministry
of Road Transport and Highways shows
that 117 registered scrapping facilities
which follow technologically advanced and
environmentally safe processes as
mandated by the government are now
available, with 63 of them being operational
across 17 States and UTs, About 45,000
applications for scrapping private vehicles
have been received against which 35,000
have been serapped as on dare, With
automated fitness tests becoming
mandatory from October 1, 2024, onwards
for CVs and PVscrossing a certain age, the
launch of the VWMP hasn't come a day too
soon, Vehicles which fail the test become
eligible for scrapping. However, more
clarity is needed on the status of the
existing fitness testing infrastructure,

Fora policy that is predominantly
voluntary, the carrots could*ve been better,
There was mention of excise duty (later
GST) concessions on the new vehicle
bought in exchange, in the earlier versions
of the policy. The latest one is silent on this
aspect. Automakers too may have done too
little, The 2021 scheme spoke of a 5 per
cent discount by OEMs which has now been
cut sharply, with caveats that it would be
applicable only on select models, and for
omne or two years, The scheme can look at
higher concessions for EVs. But lack of
proper infrastructure for serappage of EV
batteries could do more harm than good to
the environment. Getting old vehicles off
the road now is a good start, But for the
long-term, the government should adopt a
maore integrated approach towards meeting
the broader goal of reducing vehicular
emissions, rather than a pieccemeal one,

POCKET

"Sorry, all our engineers are very
busy working from home!”
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Tracking the pace of credit growth

YO-YOING. Growth was excessive during 2002-03 to 2013-14, cooled thereafter, enly to pick up in the 2 years ending 2023-24

€ RANGARAJAN
B SAMBAMURTHY

ank credit, along with other
important variables likes
fiscal policy, industrial
policy, investment and
technology adoption, has
implications for the real eoonomy,
Credit growth, though not sufficlent, isa
necessary condition for economic
growth, But the pace and nature of
eredit growth when excessive and
exuberant invariably ends upin credit
losses and may even threaten financial
stability. If the pace is suboptimal, it may
end up in forgone real economy growth,
Finding the ] and content of
\MIr:nM'ﬁ:‘tmlI:ll‘m sustained
and consistent real economy growth,

In fact, the relationship between
credit and growth is the same as
between money and growth, First, there
Is an accommaodative role, As the
econom’ It necds more moncy or
credit. People who only emyphasise the
ACCOMI tive role talk about the
anabogy that as a man grows, he needs
pantsof bigger size. But by wearing
pantsof bigger size, he cannot grow,

But many reject the
sccommodative hypothesis, On the
other hand, they that it can play
alsoa stimulant role, But credit or

beyonda level can harm the
economy, Against this background, bank
eredit growth over the last two decades
s analysed,

Exuberance phase of credit growths
200203 = 2007-08 (Table 1) The

from the fact that the ratio of credit
growth to nominal GDP growth reached
s high as 2.2, A ratio of miore than sne
may spell trouble witha lag,

Brank credit grew by €16 lakh croge,
from ¥6 lakh corein FY 2003 1o €22 lakh
core in FY 2008, This was an increase of
266 percent during this S-year period as
compared o an increase of 12,5 lakh
crore, representing an increase of 81 per
cent during the carlier S-year period
ending 2002 This was an all-time high
for several decades,

Credit growth was more than double
and even triple of real economy growth
and far exceeded even nominal growth

Major sectoral increases —
infrastructure; Two sectors need
special mention, Infrastructure finance,
inherently risky, shot up from 820,000
crore to over U2 lakh core (900 per cent
increase) and personal loans led by
housing finance shot up fram 863,000
erore to-over €5 lakh crore (700 per
cent) while the aggregate credit
increased only by 265 per cent during

Nominal GDP & gross NPA o tigwesins)

Year Credit  Gross capital

groath  formation
00203 269 6.8 awn
200304 184 2.0 B2
200005 6 2 15
00506 8 364 95
200607 285 6.0 07
200008 2.0 0.1 93
200809 118 89 67
200900 111 04 B4
00041 213 » 89
0002 168 w1 67
01043 1 i “
W34 142 i} 63
0415 93 ns 8
00516 91 nl B
W61 52 n 1
01718 102 19 65
01819 134 ne 6
01920 61 364 19
wWA 58 04 42
w9 9 ]
wna 153 n4 66
200324 150 0 6

GOPreal  GOPnominal  Gross NPA  baflation CPY

n BE L)
10 12 15
141 5.1 18
140 33 a4
a1 25 &7
151 22 19
AT
16 22 L1}
155 4 14
19.9 2 14
14.4 28 B4
138 32 10.2
130 38 9.5
AT
e 43 58
10.5 15 45
18 93 5
1.0 1 16
0.6 &l 14
64 L&) 48
014 T3 62
184 58 55
P s |
16.1 19 &7
10.2 29 5.4

Seoutcr: KB duta based i Indlan Ecomomy €30

this S-year period ending FY 2008,

Initially, monetary poli
accommodative, Inflation which was low
initially, started inching up from
2006-07 onwards, Subsequently, during
2006, RED had tightened monetary
policy by enhancing risk weights and
provision requirements, in order o rein
incredit growth from 30s 1o 208, But it
ook acouple of years for these
measures to deliver some results,

The |;eriod alsowitnessed high gross
capital formation, surpassing 3%
I.‘GEI Real GDP, 1\“ = f:"
n:mrdmgamnd') 'iprrcrnl or three
yeurs in o row searting 2005-06, Gross
NPAs, which were high at 8.8 per centin
2002-03, were on the decline reachinga
ow of 2.2 per cent.,

Ex; ve eredit 2 2008-09 -
2001314 (Table 2): credit
growth was bess than the carlier period

in relative terms, its ratioto nominal
GDP continued 1o be above one
indicating credit excesses. Inabsolute
nerms credit grcwby{nlnl:hc.rumw
i lakh crore during this period

period. But the growth rate V\:I only 130

percent nst 263 per cent during the
pn'whuﬁw o s

Sectoral credit flows: Credit
expanshon was evenly distributed across
all three sectors — agriculture, industry
and personal loans, All these three
sectors witnessed around 100 per cent
increase in line with overall credic
expansion. Industry eredit doubled from
T10lakh crore to 320 lakh croee,
personal loans from 25,5 lakh crore to
10 lakh cvore, agriculture from €3.3
lakh crore v €7 lakh crore,

Infrastructure finance — push by
puh]ic sector banks: However,

e

credit growth. This was the slowest
growth rate in decades, The deccleration
of credit growth which starved duri nﬁ
2011 continued during the most of this
riod. During the 5-year endi
?OIS m{ﬂmdlm(w -
years), credit grew by €18 lakh crore 1o
£103 lakh erore, representinga
rate of only 60 per cent when compared
o previous two five-year periods”
growth rates of 265 per cent and 111 per
oent, respectively, This period was
marked by intense supervisory action by
way of AQR (Asset Quiality Review),
Prompt Corrective Action (FCA) on
over 1.2 banks and recognition of several
Isig ticket NPAs and their resolution. All
these measures impeded credic growth,
maostly of public sector banks,
Sectoral credit flows — 2015-22:
Wiiile the overall credit grew by only 84
roent over the 7 r period, the
;mnnllounucgnz:tgmbyl
whiopping 200 per cent from T12 lakh
crorein 2014-15 voas high as €36 lakh
crore, This sector surpassed the
industrial sector, which grew by a mere
23 per cent from €26 lakh core 1o 132
lakh crore, Thanks to regulatory
forbearance and the government's
ECLG scheme, MSME sector credit
more than doubled from 84,7 lakh crore
o Tl lakherore. Infrastructure finance
continued togrow, but at o slower pace,
registering a growth of 23 per cent from
9 lakh crore o €12 lakh cores, Gross
NPAs spiked as high as 1.8 per cent by
201718, as regulatory forbearances
were withdrawn. Exul moe hiad
shifted from corporate lending tothe
reonal loan ent.
Hmwmmimmilmmm
2022-23 anad 20232024 (Table 4): After
almost 11 years of deceleration, credit
growth had pleked up during these two
years with anannual growth rate of
around 15 per cent (Table 4),
Outstanding eredit grow from T143 lakh
crore in 2022-23 10 2164 lakh crore
during 2023-24, But again, credit to
mmlml(.n?mwlhnl nrouml 15

it grew
Iy huge 240 per cent from 82,5 lakh
crore in 2008-09 o T8.5 lakh crore in
201314, Infrastructure finance grew by
awhopping 38 per cent in just one year
= that is, during 2000-11. Power sector
accounted fora iighof 50 per cent.
Inflation shot uptoas high as 12,4 per
cent by 200910, Even though gross
NiAs book comfortable at 3.8 per-.rn:.

%16 lakh crore during thepmdws

Finding the right pace
and content of credit
growth is essential for
sustained and consistent
real ecconomy growth

wereas hi

pcrccnl.ul:lm:hﬂmpurcdadnma
toas high as 10.8 per cent. Anew phase
oflltmdﬂwnul‘cmdnmumhbcgnnln

;mmh lower than nominal
GDP growth: 2014-15 - 2021-22 (Table
3¢ Ina reversal of the earlier trend, the
ratio of credit growth to nominal GDP
was less than one, indicating a cooling of

indicates probabl

Sectoral flow; The I loans
segment continued its high growth rate,
recording an increase of nearly 51 per
went from T35 lakh crore in FY 2022 1o
53 lakhcrore in FY 2024, Infra sector

Ty mere 8 per cent from €12 lakh
crore to €13 lakh crore, and industrial
sector grew only 11 per cent from €32
lakh core to €36 kakh crore. Outstanding
personal loans, at €53 lakh crove, far
exceed industrial sector loans of £36
lakh crore. The hof personal loans
Fadie. P

T unsustainabl
= Tobe concluded

Rurggarajan i Roemay Chaiernan of the Eoncmic
Aadvisony Counci o the Prime Minister and former
Garvnrna, Reserve Bank of india; and Sambarmunthy is
foemer by Director and CEO, IDRET

Rising incomes driving inflows into financial assets?

This is unlikely the case, Rather, it’s excess money in the system, thanks to the RBI, that's finding its way into financial markets

—
TEA Srinlvasa Raghavan

the Reserve Bank of India made

an interesting observation that
household incomes in India were rising.
He said while explaining why net

g. few days ago a deputy governor of

Wark, of self-employment, is
doubtless increasing but we don't know
how much of it is sutficiently productive
[ Iewc net mingn Iduub: ir's avery

what s left allcr;wlnwmld all your
bills and debt.
 Aucontraive, if these Incomes are

financial savings were
Itwas a throwaway remark, made

the deputy governor

lhl:ﬂu lhcre vy be o case for making

casually, MOREY Was
flowing into the stocks and bonds
markets, | dowonder, however, if it
would stand up to serious scrutiny. Not
the rising flow into financial assets.
That's not in doubt,

But rising incomes? Really? A
country’s incomes rlse if employment
and for productive work increases; or if
wages rise; or ifboth hay

All the data, however: awed and
incomplete their conceptual basis and
colbection may be, suggest that
employment is pot increasing, at least
not at a rate that would be consistent
witha huge increase in incomes from
saluries. | don't know how it works in the
government sector but in the private
sector salaries are either stagnant or
rising at asnail's pace,

the e It can't be
both — ﬂungmmcmnﬂwtum-a
for suchalarge cohort,

ADIFFERENT TAKE

1 hawve adifferent explanation for the
increase ininflow into financial assets,
1t shmply that there s now more

m I the system uecan check
lhzmmbm some m’“is finding its
way into the financial markets,

1 June 2004 votal money supply was
20,7 lakh crore, In June 2004 it was 198
lakh crore, And in June 2024, €257 lakh
crore. | rest my case. Thus, it's not rising
incomes but the RBI that is the enabler.
O sowhat, ymmlghl ask. A growing

h; . | ..f-!'-h

more recently) reflecting a combination
of rising invernal accruals and subdued
waprai %chntl.an.'

ich is the dominant factor?
ﬂnllu; “intermal accruals” meaning
Tiigher profits or “subdued capacity
creation”? 1 they are making more
money (probably by reducing their wage
bills) aren't they ereating more
capacity? Because, my dear Watson,
incomes can't rise i fresh investment
docsn't happen, Indeed, if incomes don't
rise, d d o "teither, and there's

ON THE RISE. Financial saving:

Rogoff wheo analyse #00 years of financial
crises, this has been known to h
for at beast 800 years. More money in the
system has inevitably led vo more mon
into the financial markets, which boom,
Then they crash.

The depury governor also sabd
“.plrysical savings have also risen inthe

-pandemic toover 12 per cent

of GDPand could rise further...”, He
further said, “the private corporate
sector has drastically reduced its net

o peint in adding more capacity. In fact,
insucha prolonged situation

depressed demand real incomes can
actually decline because nominal
Incomes rise very slowly.

This is what's ning in India now,
1F o, the BIP would not have suffered
suchasethack in the last general
election,

The entire financial assets market,
many analysts worry, is functioning on
hope over experience. Lagree, History

The RB should be mindful of this, and

@ LETTERS TO EDITOR send your etters

Addressing hunger

This refers o "Hunger-free world by
2030: A mirage’ (September 4),
Haning encugh food (o keep our
beies full and bodies.

Frunger by 2030, urgent coordinated
action and policy sohatsons are
imperative 1o address entrenched
Ineciqualities, |rmvovm1mm1m
Invest

Fundamental right, not a priviege.
Although hunger & an incredby
personal issue, iLs mmpac t inhibts
productiity, taws economic
Browth, and places unnecessany
burdiens on health and education
Fywema. AlLo, a5 seen in famine
situations, many fatalities associated
with Punger aren't due 1o hunger
Itself, but also due to malnutrition
Wi hunger lsnot caused by food

practices, and rmue.\mm:-gale
the impact of conflict and the
pandemic on global nutrition and
food secunty

N Sadhashva Reddy

Brrgascs

it gap
Thisis withrelerence to PS8 need
towin back depostons’ (September
&) Barks" depost growth in FY24

shortage alone,
nacural, social and political forces.
it £ it In order 1o achieve Fero

was rige o crede,
forcing them to meet the funding
AP theough hgher-cost cortifcates

affered by publ sector banks int
artractive, heroe their d!Fﬂlﬁl
growth rate i falling, Smaller private
Buanks, onthe other hand, oMer
Pheibility and higher FO rates, India’s
big banks may continue 10 face
deposit crunchd the govemment
and thve RBinsiit on lower lending
rates. Banks should be aliowed the
freedom to determine the deposi
and credit Fates 1o play effectivelyin
the mariet.

P Sundara Pandian

Vnsthmags, TH

Antl-rape Bill
Thiss is with reference 1o West
Bangal Assambly paiaes iatoric”

puriihment’ (September &), Thiska
wtep inithe right direction, as the
IS AFRNGL woamen hav
continued unabated even sfter the
stringent proviskon of life
imprisonment sipulated by the
Hirbhaya Act 2003, However, what

m:lnom{ T MDY, borrowings from the rest of the miot start believing that incomes are

ut lfymtcadlhemaglucrlal economy (from close 1o 9 per cent of rising quickly enough to leavealot of

work by Carmen Reinhart and Keancth GDP in 2007-08 to under 1 per cent us for sticking into financial assets,
cavlnvor by past to L the Editer’, The 55860, Anna Salsi, Chennal 600002,
of deposit (C04), The interest rate anti-rape Bill seeking capital Insurance

The report Grievances in the Ma
Irsurance sector are about the
product itsell IRDA member
(Seprember o), has mot a come a day
oo 500n, The fact that the IRDAI
menbser is aware and abreast of the
Tl products coupled with

need o be noted & that it i not juit
the extstence of the mast stringem

aws thist would bring about the real
change, mmsa:wmm

it g hevel, it
should lead to concerted eforts.
aimed at streambining product
portfolios and process of sales, for

mindset of the. Wy et o its
a:mmleullrnmmy.wml-umt nw.n Health and ke insurance
woman as property of man, that can gain a ot by increasing
would bring the desired awareness slongwith better
transformation. calibration of products.
Kosaraju Chandramouli Jose Abraham
Hiyderabad s, Korals
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Indias export hurdles

Need to wrest the initiative from rivals
HE World Bank's (WB) latest India Develop-

Ind W inues

pace despite challenging ghobal conditions.

The WE has upwardly revised the growth fore-
cast for the country’s economy to 7 percent from the ear-
ha-mpnumamﬁpermnlmthenmm financial year.
The not- is that Indiais )
tors like Vietnam and Bangladesh among low-cost manu-
facturing exgport hubs. As perthe WE, India needs todiver-
sifly its excport basket and leverage global value chains to
reach its $1-trillion merchandise exports goal by 2030,

The report’s unwritten message for India is that
there is no room for complacency on the trade front. It is
chvious that the "Make in India’ push is not really trans-
lating into a ‘Make for the world' success story. And
what won't be music to the Modi government's ears is
the fact that the nation's share in the global exports of
apparel, leather, textiles and footwear has declined from
4.5per cent in 201310 3.5 per cent in 2022 The cornespon-
ding share of Bangladesh touched 5.1 per cent in 2022,
while that of Vietnam reached 5.9 per cent. No less wor-
risome is India’s increasing trade defict (the difference
between imports and exports) with China Amid the mil
tary stalemate in easleml..aum Beljing is upslmm!
Delhi with itsno-holds-t
From umbeelas to musical items and toys, there is no
stopping the influx of Chinese goods into India
Political and economic instability in Bangladesh has

given India anopporiunity to regainlost ground, The key
is to reduce production costs and improve product ivity
without ising on quality Considering India's
reluctance 1o be part of mega trade blocs, a greater
emphasis on bilateral Free Trade Agreements with West-
em and Gulf nations is the best bet to counter the Viet-
ramese-Chinese challenge.

Adesperate step

Bengal Bill mandates death penalty for rapists

a dramatic response to the public outery follow-
ing the recent rape and murder of a youn g doctor in
Kolkata, the West Bengal Asserbly has passed the
Aparajita Anti-Rape Bill, which mandates the

th penalty for rapists if the victim dies or is left

in avegetative state. The swift passageof this Bl comes
amid protests from the public, demanding justice and
accountability from the Mamata Banerjee-led govern-
ment, The Bill seeks to reassure citizens of the state's

i 1] WINTED,

However, it has sparked a debate about whether
such measures are merely a politically motivated
reaction to silence the growing unrest. Party leaders

OPINION
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Old wine in a new biotech bottle

Biotechnology for Economy, Environment & Employment Policy silent on timelines, investments

DIMESH C SHARMA.
SCIENCE COMM ENTATOR

LIMATE  change,
energy  transition,
waste management,
sustainalility, agri-
cultural productivity,
the need for new health tools and
much more., India can not only
oddress these pressing chal-
lenges through the application of
biotechnology but can do sowhile
generating jobs and contriluting
o the national economy. This is
what the Biotechnology for Econ-
oy, Ervironment and Employ-
meent (BioE3) Policy released by
the government on August 31
woukd hove us believe. The only
caveat is that the policy is sllent
on the timefmme, the quantum
of investment and human
resources requined, the possible
number or types of jobs that will
be generated and the pathway to
achieve the goal.
“The vision" of the palicy is to
“set Bharot at the forefront of the

—
Is atical

CHALLENGE

making India o gobal leader in
this field, If one cuts the Qufl all
that the policy dooument inedi-
cates is the government’s intent
10 promote biotechnology-based
industry and the use of new tools
Tk el gitadisation, artificial intel-
ligence and machine leaming. If
that is so, there is nothing new
here because the last policy doc-
ument the DBET released in 2021
— National Biotechnology Devel-
opment Strategy (2021-25) — suid
precisely the same thing but it

B all about

Before embarking upon
building a large-scale
biotech industry, it
would be prudent to
developarobust,
aulonomous
and statutory
regulatory system.

future that is more eruibd
and responsive o global chal-
Immbmfmglmlhm

finan-
claltargets and dear pathways.
mmmmmt bythe DBET

was to devel

nessing |
tions that encompass clnm
bioeconomic activities while saf
guanding envimnmental and ol
mate impacts.” The ‘goal’ of the
policy is “to fst-track innovation-
wwhmm " by weanving togeth-

led “knowledige and

bio-foundries nced in the

commercial scule research’, This
is what the functional technology
clusters ane doing and have suc-
cesifully incubated fims that

‘roadblock), the need to invest in

developing technical manpower
and boosting state finding for fun-

{ Inalizs Billl haas beesn im cold storge
snce 2013 Before embarking
modified organts s, s upn bu ki ryg a e scale biotedh
imdustry, it would be prudent to
oy of the Indian biotech indus-  devdop a obust, mitonomous wnd
try, Biocon, predates the forma-  statutory regulstory system,
tion of the DBT, and other pio-  The DBT Secretary talks about
neers like Shantha Biotechand 2 ‘new industrial revolution’
Bharat Biotech took root with the  fuelled by biotechnology, like the
help of risk financing b s much-celebrated IT Revolution.
government body, the Technolo:  He should remember that the
& Development Board. communication revolution was
In the 20005, the governments  triggered not by a policy but by
of Karnataka and then undivid-  the government’s resolve to

ed Andhra Pradesh rolled out
their polickes that gave incen-
tives o the biotech industry, The
success of the Genome Valley
and the TKP Knowledge Park in

develop a digital telephone
exchange from scrutch with a
committed investment and a
tight deadine. In the same way, it
was the state-promoted Software

2024-25 Budget.
In the past four decades,
hnology has demonstrat-

driven bioeconomy' and make
India a ‘global biomanufacturing
hub’ by 2025, This was to be
achieved by building a skilled
workforoe and enabling infra-

erfragn the

umbrella of b i

for industry like bio-
1 and & 1o the

and to incentivise “concrete
options o build a sustdnable
future”. 'l'lll.-nwrn]l \:I;'m.i\.e'is

industry for developing and pro-
dudng affordable products. The
thrust areas identified in 2021

I hang i 4

to ensure

uwmhﬂmdwumaﬂtwdr

nologies and accelerate the devel-

opment and production of bo-
products.

‘industrialisation of biology’ and

iy, green energy, waste manage-
ment, elc. The hst has been
repeated in the 2024 document,
but the DBET has cleverdy made
no mention of previous polides
and strtegies to avoid questions
being nsked about missed goals.
The only follow-up action since
2021 is anew scheme o promote

ed its potential in applications
ranging from new vaccines and
novel crop vareties to envimon-
lmnlalchlnupnumnum
Indian policymakers i

of a state-sponsomed technology
duster developing with the
active participation of the private
sector It was only in 2012 that the
DET established a commercial
am for industry promotion —

gy Parks scheme that
led to an exponential growth of
the software industry and the IT
Revolution. Decisive govern-
ment actions are more important
than policy pronounoements.
Public polices are supposed o be
guiding documents fior responsible
They can be forward-

itz potential mﬂy on, establish-

ing a dedi
department for its promotion in
1986, The DBT. in its formative
wears, focused on  building
research and education capabsili-
ties, which has made Incia a sig-
nificant player in this feld.
However, the biotech-based
industry was slow to pick up due
to measons such as o lick of ven-
Ium cpital and an enabling
went. Wi ind

p:lh'yducsnimlﬂmnnmu
ful models like the Genome Val-
ey or IKP Enowledge Park.
Instead], it hasrehashed the mme
oomeept and given it anew name
Mulankur Bio-Enabler Hub)
Mhub&.wp\:h'ym will
and transla-

developed was nota result of the
DBT s programmes. The poster

tional research’ and ‘support
focilities for piot scoke amd pre-

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

looking and mspratonal but
should have dearly kaid out objee-
tives, wel ldefined timeframes

rutional For o policy with ‘econo-
my and ‘employment’ in its tithe
and as prme focus, it is vague,
ambiguous and fall of rhetonc.

continue to face a public backlash. Comments com-
paring protesting doctors to ‘butchers' have only
intensified public ire, further alienating the govern-
ment from those it seeks to placate. Also, the fact
that the new Bill is in conflict with the Centre's
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, which does not prescribe
capital punishment for rape, creates a legal conun-
drum. Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra have strug-
gled to secure the presidential assent on similar
Bills. Plus, even as the death penalty has not proved
effective as a deterrent, the irreversible nature of
such a punishment raises human rights concerns.

The passing of the Aparajita Bill is a desperate
mave by the TMC government, aiming to restore pub-
lic faith and regain control over the narrative.
Whether this legislation will bring the desired change
or simply add to the long list of unimplemented lows
remains to be seen. As the Bill awaits approval by the
Governor and President, the broader question of its
efficacy and ethical implications looms large. The
state would do well to focus on improving the inves-
tigative and judicial pmsses ensuring a swift and
fair trial and add the sysi issues that lead
to such heinous crimes,

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.
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Unity of parties

IT isa matter for sincene congratulations that twoof the most
forceful personalities (Mahatma Gandhi and Annie Besant) in
India are now agreed as Io\l"lll\ll.' Hnruul part have always

led as the func di of effective political
advance in India, namely, the unity of all political parties, not
in the sense of the elimination of all differences among them,
but of their i to te such diffy lol‘ne
paramount need for united aviewto th
of the comman goal. Ofane of the two, itcannot, indeed, be said
that he has ever been under a delusion in this matter The suc-
cess of non-cooperation with the bureaucracy, he has said again
and again, depends upon the fullest cooperation among the
people themselves. Unhappily, in actual practice, he as well as
his immediate Beutenants, not to speak of the rank and file of
the greatl party of which he has now for four years been the
recognised hesd, have laid the bulk of their emphasis upon
eooperation amon several politieal parties. So far as the last is
concerned, they, like other political parties, have occasionally
talked of the need for unity, but it has abvays or generally been
unity on their own terms, that is 1o say. on a basis on which no
unity is possible among men of conviction and of self-respect.
In fairness to Gandhi himsel, it must be added that unlike
maost others of all parties, he has also publidy enjoined it upon
his party to put its opponents at ease, an injuction, it must be
sorrowifully admitted, which some of his followers have hon-
ouned more in the breach than in the obserance,

b - - ——— -

Biotechnology is the key to solving many of the worlds most pressing problems. — il Gates

Soldier, teacher
rolled into one

Usia Banoe

cannot tell for sure when Sam uncle became a part of

my family, because he had been there for as long as |

can remember, an epitome of integrity, sincerity, dis-
cipline and patrictism — values that all parents would
like their children to imbibe. He had the most unobtru-
stve way of entering a storytelling session with us chil-
dren's curious query: *And Sam uncle?'

One evening my younger brother came home in tears with
a bruised knee. As my mother comforted him, father's com-
manding voice called out from the nest room, ‘Send him
here. The child Bmped off, 'What happened? dad asked. He
added, “You fell, got hurt and came home crying, didn’t you?

After a pause, patting his back, fatherexclaimed, ‘Arre,
beta. Soldiers face bullets! And do you think they come
home crving?” The litle one looked mystified and
asked, "And Sam uncle? Did he face bullets too?' Dad
replied, “Yes, he was badly wounded on the Arakan front,
But did he flinch? No way!"

‘And you?

s, Fwasalsoat the Arakan front," he said. Now n out to
play. Games will make you healthy, strong and tall’

*Like Sam uncle,’ my brother said and ran out, This was our
first lesson about the importance of outdoor activities. Sam
uncle's magic had worked wonders. From then on, our Arkan
adventure stories started; Sam unde became an invincible
hero in our eyes, a symbol chmmt Iunderﬂupnrﬂnm

—thelo 't m Bahad)
ing volumes about the nmcllm of his Sd.dm

Pather was a master storyteller, witha treasure trove of war
experiences, adventures and tales of Indian war heroes. His
stories were vivid and engaging: he coloured our imagina-
tion and conveyed valuable lessons without being preachy.
His stories and Sam uncle’s influence have had a profound
impact on our lives, as the two soldiers were our exemplary
teachers, each in his own way.

Decades rolled by, The ‘Sam uncle’ of our imagination
assumid a peérsonality in 2023, with the movie Sam
Bahadir that we watched with mokst eves, filled with pride
and nostalgia, We felt proud of the Army; remem bering the
good ald days and cherishing the memaries of those story-
telling sessions, we silently thanked Sam unde and father
for those meaningful childhood days.

And then came the moment of vindication when my
niece sent a video of her daughter dressed as Sam
Bahadur — with the cap and moustache and the baton,
Eiving o solo in the school & Sam
uncle's legacy continues to inspire the thind generation —
atestament tothe pewer of storyelling and the footprints
great men leave on the sands of time.

‘ERS TO THE

EDITOR

Gmmuldn‘t mlmult' tl\emwrxewdb' those whodonight shifts.
Apropos of i 1l ‘Brakes on bulld k W
the Supreme Court's progosal tolay down gulde- lymmmdy.mnmmrmmmn

lines to be implemented across the country o
uunt-ﬂml.lhelkmoﬂlmm.lmidim

hundred different laws torein in suchorimes. But
ll\ennd.qusﬁmn'wlmwﬂ the kind of men

arenot ruzed illegaly i
o make sume that all demolitions stay within the
leggal ambit The powers thit be must not mésuse
their muthority ina rush to pundsh those per-
cetved guilty of certain offences. They are sup-
posed 1o uphald the law; not brenk it. State gov-
mumhh'lmtdhhhmﬁhﬂnyhﬂm‘l
dbrcernent of the law.

RAMESH GUPTA, NARWANA

Rein in mob justice
Refer to the editorial “Vigilante ﬂm uw

sexual viclence understind the
importance of consmit and respecting others’
clignity? Itis a shame that candldight marches,
profests and refrms hove fuiled to rouse people.
Change begins at home. Families must instil
good valuesin theirchilldren o an eardy ageif they
want to make a difference

AKSHITA WADHWA, JAMMU OTY

No country for women
Apropos of 'Bengal passes Bill for death to
Fape convicts'; u:epmmdmr Bill, which

ustfew
dents of cow vigilantism, These atlbnmn
claimed custodians of the animal consicdered
sacred in Hinduism dont hesitate totake mat-
ters into their hands at the drop of ahat. They
don't think twice before thrashing or even

smuggling. If the government fails W rein in
this menace on priority, it can seta da
precedent. Today, if such goons an break the
Law on the pretext of protecting cows, tomor-
ow members of other communities may car-
ryout lynchings on some other flimsy ground.
YUVRAJ, ZIRAK PUR

Crack down on viglante groups

o the editorial “Vig jus-
l.l'r' indidents of cow vigllantism are reported
mmmdﬂnmwﬁuﬂumln

f mass sparked
by the Kollkata horor, is o step in the right
direction. But will it change the status quo?
Did the nation not draw any lesson from the
gruesome 2012 Nirbhaya oase? The need of
the hour isto enforoe the existing lows strictly
rather than bring in fresh legis lation that bare-
ly offers anything new. Successive govern:
ments have failed to address the issue of
‘women's safety. And hence, there has been no
let-up in incidents of sexual violence against
the firer sex. If anything, such coses have
only grown more common. Collective efforts
will goa kong way owards makin g India more
safie for girls and women.

KIRTI WADHAWAN, KANPUR

Don't deny justice

mmmmmusulmmh

time. But the menace has grown
mmsmurﬂmsummfadmdw
tocrack down on

|r|.u|rpdlulrylnl-
i, purt inthe the delay in

the Mmkts is telling. Such naction has
only emboldened these antisocial elements
hm“meﬂf-ﬁ)ledmmdlhem
ng commaon people safe in
llsc Imml«lk lhal they will be treated with
kel ghoves. It is time for the suth o ties 1o orack
thewhip to restore a sense of law and owder.
ANTHONY HENRIQUES, MUMBAI

Need a change in mindset

Resfer tothe meport ‘Bengal passes Bill for death
o rape convicts', the horific Kollata mpe-mur
it ok foarin Themincaof

delivery in the 1984 anti-Sikh n
Amll‘mrdnsdﬁ since the curnage, count-
Dess vietims and their families still awsit justice.
The move to frame charges agoinst Jagdish
Tyiler offers a gimmer of hope. Bul the long
delayed omder should not be seen a8 a vidory.
Justice st Dehuchs thevictima. The Congress par-
ty's reluctance 4o act against fot-tainted leaders
is deeply disturbing Justice must not be held
hostage to political caleubsions. The judiciary
hs a unique opportunity to reaffimm that no
amount of power or privilege can shield wrong:
doers. Itis high time that justice was served.

GURDEV SINGH, BY MAIL

Leniers 1o the: Edior, typed im double space, should not exceed the 200-word lmil.
These shosikd be cogently wiitien and can be sent by e-mall b Letters@tribumemall.com
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and submarine development.
Unfortunately,  strategic
melations between unequals
demand concessions  from
the less strong partner From
the act of cecling the Shaks-
gam valley of Kashmir toChi-
na in 1963, based on a spe-
dous boundary settlement, to
the hosting of the CPEC and
virtually surrendering control
of northem Gilgit, the kst of
Pukistan's strategic give-
aways to China is long,
Enabling the Chinese
meach the high waters of the
Ambian Sea through the

OPED
Chinese handshake costng Pak dearin Balochistan

RESTIVE PROVINCE Over 50 people were kiked in termor attacks in Balochistan last wee k. muies

an escalation in hostilities. The Khunjerab Pass on the Karmbko-
attacks were mm ins up to the port
feswmg pmbl.-ms :m:l 1.he d'(}warhrha!h.-enmdh
damig soco-  major This mega
cultural and economic fhric. A plan promises fo transform  seourityand development-relat
major resson for the atacks  Pukiston with agoal of 23mil-  ad priorites. The country’s
was the CPECiChina-Pakistan  lion jobs, 225 per cent addi-  engagement with the US has
Economic Corridor) desire 0 tional growthandanenamous  given it a shew of advantages.
run an ambstious communic- wm—.nk of road, il industrial - Pukistan's centrality tothecosr
tions cormidor from Xinjiang o jes. ForChi-  ficts in i coupled
GwadarthroughBalochistan,a na, its 12,004kmoll transporta-— with its own convoluted prios-
move nol suppoted by res-  Gonjourney from theGuifgels  Bes, howeves, ket it mose divid-
dents of the provinee. mecduced 02386 km withasav- e, sowmed and economically

A close ally of China for

ing of about $2 bilbon a year
ferording to present  esti-
mrentes), 11 aleo negates China's
Malaceadi fusthers

degrived, Its Sawed vision of
using oovertentities 1o gethever
age in a\ﬁ:hniﬂ.'us and seek

While their India-centred agen-
da has several convergences,
Pakistan hoped that China
would dign with it against

its ambition to have a base in
the Arabian Sea. The heart of
the CPEC pmjects les in
Balochistan, a province that

India. A review of the period  has never been integrated and

since 1947 reveals that while remains mestive Rr  the

China's diplomatic and mili-  Balochis, theiridentity, autone-

tary support to Pukistn may oy, human rights abuse by the:

hanee bmn overfly nuaneedon  Pakistani mmﬂﬂum
s covert fadl ton

and huge military suppliesare  retums  remain major trou-

central to Pakistan's opeti-
tional capobility and vital for
Pakistan's missile, nuclear

bling ssuwes.
Historically, Pabcistan his cho-
= alliances mostly based on

Consecpienily, insecusty pre
vails in the region, inchuding
Afghanistan. In its pursiit of
powerfisl allies like the US and
China, Pukistan has neglected
o inftegrate the westem
provinees and their people.

A complex and twisted issue
that has fomented resentment
among Afghans, Pathans and
sm and exceptionabism. Fur
ther, Pakistan has abwvays pre-
fermed to use military foroe o

By pushing the

Chinese agenda

in aninsecure
emvironiment,

Pakistan seeks o
use fire to quieten

afirestorm.

deal with resigiance move
rm-msn-maddﬂmnxm

ties because of internal con-

flict in Pakistan. The number
shumped to 365 in 2019 due to
military measures and its
fiocu s on Afghanistan. Howev-
et since the beginning of
2020, there has been a clear
upsving in viclence and
death toll, with the number
(1,502) peaking to a six-year
high in 2023. In the curent
year, the toll standsat 1,240, In
2023, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan accounted
for 90 per cent of all the fatali-
ties and 84 per cent of all
attacks in Pakistan. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochis-
tan saw a surge of 54 per cent
and 63 per cent, respectively,
over 2021. In the current yeas,
o far, 92 per cent of all fatali-
ties in Pakistan h:lw taken

reconciliation. This h

the Tehreek-eThalibhan Pakistan
(TTP and the Baloch move
ments to converge in resisting
the Pukistani appraach.

In February 2022, then Pak-
istani Interior Mnister Sheikh
Rasheed  Ahmad  officially
acknowledged this reality. Lat
e, in November NE2, 1l fated
talks with the TTP collapsed.
Frve main Baloch nationalist
groups have seldom besn
apprached for reconciliation.
The brutal killing of Akbar
Bugtti, a Baloch leader, in 2006
Ty the Pakistani army marked
a definitive break for the
Balochis. For Pakistan, pursu-
ing powerful and demanding
foreign powers while letting

place in the

Dp:mmnnlly. it is evident
that the Baloch groups have
benefited from the shared
enowledge, tactics and com-
bat orientation of the TTR
Both Balch i

withdrew from Afghanistan
in 2021. The advantage of
secure bases in Afghanistan
is mmense and makes dif fi-
cult the pursuit of strategic
depth by the Pakistani
establishment.

The recent atacks on the
denth anniversary of Akbar
Bugt curied a distinet mes-

Bolan and ethnic targeting of
ability toaftack Punjabis at will
and strike at the vital Bolan
commertial connedtivity

The Pakdstan security estal»
lishment inthe regionis headed
Ty a theee star afficer The foroe
omponent B8 assessed by s
nine infantry battalions, six
police wings and several cvil
armed forceunits The Paldstan
operates in ports and coostal
areas. Bt reportedly also has
mnmmpmmm

BN

the TTP have been aggres-
sively focusing on difficult
targets like the army, police,
coast guard, high-ranking
offidals as well as Chinese
mationals and assets. They
hawve also claimed responsi-
bility for the downing of a
GOC X1 Corps helicopter in
August 2022, a crash that
killed all those on board. The
areas around Quetta have
been wisely left to the TTE
Bath have benefited from
the I

hardlly strategicwisdom.
AL 11,317, the year 2009 saw
the highest number of fatali-

Assistance
equipment, left behind by
the NATO foroes when they

Mr! o Chinese nationals and
workers in the project aneas.

These attacks present a
compelling challenge to the
security establishment.
‘While intelligence and opera-
thonal Imperatives are signif-
icant, they will be impacted
by the popular local support,
secure bases and the will-o'-
the-wisp tactics of the Baloch
quintet. By pushing the Chi-
nese agenda in an insecure
environment, Pakistan seeks
o use fire W0 quieten a
firestorm — whatever the
outcome, the countryis fated
10 be burnt byit.

Assembly polls ignite J&KSs hopes for restoration of statehood

separatist  leader Sarjan
Barkati who was the face of
the 2016 protests in South
Kashmir, had last week filed
nomination on his behalf,
which was rejected. Barkati
rru} now contest from the

RESEARCH ASSISTANT, CENTRE
FOR LAND WARFARE STUDIES

HE  thres-phase

Anrhal A bty seet in
(..1.111!‘-!] Kashmir. The broth-
erof Afzal Guru, a convict in
the Parliament attack case,
may also contest,

E‘.ngmeer Rashid brought

in Jammu mnd
Kashmir  (J&K),
strting on  Sep-
tember 18, are historic, bing
the first afler the state became
a Union Rermtory (UTL
‘The last Assembly elections
were held in 2014 under entire
Iy different political circum-
stances. Az a UT, JEK has
undergone significant
changes since August 5, 2019,
The Reorganisation Act, 2019,
implemented following these
changes, has resulted in new
constituendes, based on the
recommendations  of the
Delimitation Commission.
‘The UT isabuzz with politi-
cal  activity  Participants
include traditional regional
parties, some separatist
organisations, and even indi-
viduals charged under the
Unlawful Activities Preven-
tion Act(UAPA).
Jamaat-e-Islami  Jammu
Kashmir, banned under Sec-

tion 3(1)of UAPA has fiekded  Narendm Modi. However, and PDP have called for
candidates in Kulgam, Pul  dissatisfaction was  seen  resuming talks with Pakistan.
wama and other areas of among party workers when The manifestos of the NC
South Kashmir  Sugra  they protested against the and the PDPare almost simi-
Barkati, doughter of jailed first list of candidates. The  lar However, Mehbooba Mufti
QUICK CROSSWORD
ACROSS DOWN
1 Congposare under 2 Inagreement (23}
pressure (9) 3 Granping (6)
& Distinctive period 4 Rabble (5)
of time (5) 5 Duscussion (6)
9 Succeed (4.3) 6 A helping of food (7)
10Trade by exchange (6) 7 Of inferior quality (5-4)
11 To present (6) 11 Brand (9)
12 Godbye (2.6) 13 Meams of checking
15 Terrible (8) atiendance (44)
18 Lodl () 14 Thoughatul (T)
20'Wrelchedness (6) 16 Thioughut the
21, T course of (6)
Syt () 17 Morase (6)

the poli-
tics of the Valley. There was
ameady a strong sentiment in
his favour, but it remains
uncertain whether a similar
sentiment will be seenagain, I
Rashidis relensed from jail. he
might creste an impact that
could benefit his Awami [He-
had Party candidates. Howev-
e, without him, the main con-
fest seemns to be between the
Congress National  Confer
nee{NC the BJR

increasein the voler turnout as Brctors

4
[BATTLE OF THE BALLOT: The

BIP had to withdraw the list
and melease 3 new one.

As political parties prepare
for the elections, their mani-
fistn mnue to echo famil-

with the Feoples Democratic
Purty (PDP) folkowing behind.
In this year's parlamen-
tary election, the Congress-
NC alliance secured over 41
per cent of the voles, while
the BJP received 24 per cent
and the PDP & per cent.
Whether the sme pattern
will be observed in the
lecti remains

farpromises. The NChas once
again included autonomy as
ane of its key promises. How-
ever, despite an  absolute
mujority in the past, the party
could not fulfi] this promise,
even aller passing a resolution
in the Assemnbly in 2000,

Similarly, the PDP has also
omised to pusue the
of J&K to its ‘orig-

uncertain. In the parliamen-
tary elections, people in Jam-
mu had voted for the BIP in
support of Prime Minister

21 Mastery.

17 Crux.

22 A large crow (5)
23 Dashing courage (%)

inal status’ and to establish
full connectivity scross the
Line of Control for trade and
soxial exchange, Both the NC

Yesterday's solution

Acrossc | Dicfault. 4 Batch, 7 Tire, 8 Crackpot, 10 Hoity-toity,
Beagle, 13 Abaupt. 15 Ompiscient. 18 Fire away, 19 Miss, 20 Texs.

Down: | Ditch, 2 Fascical, 3 Torper, 4 Back-o-back, 5 Type, 6 Hot
spet. 9 By all meams, 11 Sure-fire, 12 Benefit, 14 Disarm, 16 Tasty,

19 Person or thing doomed (5)

After years of

Central rule, there
is astrong desire
amongpeople to

electa govemment

that can repe:

theirvoices.

by i L]

has added the “resolution of
the Knghmir issue” to the
PDP's manifesto promises.
‘What this means and how she
intends to achieve it remains
unclear though.  Engineer

the BJP in 2014, and then its
subsequent coalition with the
same party. The NC appears
o be the party that has made
the most gains in the last four
o five years.
There had been

Some narmtives at  the
national level had suggested
that Governar's mule was ben-
eficial and welcomed by the
people. While it is true that
them was widespread resent

demand frthe restoration of
statchood befiore the elections.
There is awidespread percep

ment der state gov-
emmems.asm.-]lnswmp

tion that unless the Central
Government  restores state-
IymcL lhe neen m\ermnem

ment machinery, it is not a
corollary that the people desire
continuous Govemor's rule,

less of how effective it

aqnn-alam&lhemle New-

may have been in the past.
i ke

erthdess, the of a
local government will be acr-
dal first step toward raising
voices and passing resobutions
in the Assembly that could
eventually lead to meaningful
change. This election is seen
as a dash between pre-2019
and post-2019 politics. Despite
this, many across JEK
regandless of their identity,
wanit statehood to be restored.
Theefore, there &s interest in

Rashid's party has p
to prioritise “lnd security
and address the “issue of pris-
oners in various jails across

In the Kashmir valley too,
the BIP fuces major chal-
lenges. While its ally Sajjad
Laone of the People’s Confer
nce performedwell in thepar
Bamentary elections, others
did not achieve sucoess. Tradi-
tional regional |:.m~shk| l.ht.
NCand Ca

parties, alliances
that promise a quick restor-
tiom of statehood,

The elections are expected to
see o considerable increase in
the voter tumout. Factors that

nario, there is a high possibili-
ty of a coalition government
‘being formed.

The fact that candidates
opposed to the Centre were
elected in the parlismentary
elections  demonstrates  the
foirness of the dectoral
process, Given the positions of
major parties, there is a possi-
hlity of the 2019 narrative
makinga comeback. However,
the people are likely to foous
more on issues of basic ameni-
ties and govemance rather
than ‘strategic’ concerns.

Confidence in the political
process, as well as in eventual

4 tie
ipation, such as boyeotts and
threats from terror grougs, ae
o largely absent. People are
not lkely to vole based on
what is offered in party mani-
l'tﬁus but r.nhr.r to mestore
Afer

tohavean advantage, .md the
PDP may alsosee gains. There
is, however, some residual dis-
satis faction with the PDP due
toits earBiercampoi gn against

years of dimet rulee from New
Delhi, there is a strong desire
among the people to elect a
gvernment that can repre-
sent their voices.

, will also depend
on how much power the Chief
Minister ultimately has. Local
povenance also needs a
degree of autonomy o effec
tively address the region's
unique challenges and func
tion as an effective grievance
ndressal modd. The holding
af dections is a significant step
forward and offers a sulstan-
tial opportunity to nommalise
the situation in the UT.

HARD
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Can’t bulldoze
due process

The Supreme Court is right. “Bulldozer justice”
steamrolls principles of natural justice

hie Supreme Court's sharp disapproval of the use

of earthmovers to demolish the homes of those

accused, especially in cases where there is

considerable publicoutrage, has come not a
moment oo soon, The troubling practice — where
authorities cleardy step outside the bounds of due
process and don a retributive avatar o destroy homes
and properties of people not declaned guilty by any
institution — might be a populist move, but it frustrates
the principle of naturl justice.

Atop court bench of justioes Bhushan R Gaval and
KV Viswanathan raised a string of valid questions,
including how a house could be demolished simply
because someone is accused of nerime, notng thateven
aconviction does not justify such an action without
following proper legal procedures. They highlighted
the need for standardised guidelines across all states fo
prevent arbitrary demolitions, pointing out that even in
cises of unauthorised 15, thi process must
be conducted in accardance with the law.,

Unfortunately, despite the clear violation of rights,
the practice of demolition — oxymoronically termed
“bulldower justice™ — has only become popular across
the board, In a bid to look tough on erime, state and
loenl governments have used the heavy-handed tactic to
dispense quick “Justice™ by demolishing properties even
as judiclal proceedings are pending before courts.

This has created a perception that the authorities
employ such extra-judicial strategies selectively — an
appearance that ks damaging both for the criminal
justice systern as well as administration.

The apex court is right in asking questions of a
practice that has ne concrete footng in the law, Tis
proposed guidelines could serveasa cruclal check
against the trend and prompt authorities to act more
respansibly, and not resort to rabble-rousing tactics.
Thisse guidelines could establish a uniform legal
framework across states, ensuring that any such action
is grounded in due process and not driven by extra-
judicial motives. They will also serve as a reminder to
the executive that the question of tardy justice needs
honest and painful antidotes, not populist band-aids

But once these guidelines come, their
implementation will be key. After nll, states are
Incentivised to dispense such “Justice™ and the
structural problems with the judicial system mean that
timely relief can be difficult. The top court will need to
instiute a vigilant and transparent mechanism by
which any violation of the guldelines can be reported
and acted against. Only thiscan rein in this extra-
Judicial practice.

Deny cow vigilantism
mainstream support

sense of impunity is now entrenched among
A:he so-called cow vigilantes, evident from the

fact that a gang chased a car it suspected of
ferrying “cow smugglers” for 50 klometres on
Haryana's roads before shooting a teen occupant of
the vehicle. The boy's Hindu identity, revealed later,
hias become a focal point of anger over the incident,
but that only obscures the larger problem — the
mainlining of communal tensions and fanning of
violence, all in the animal's name, Lynching and
assaults attributed to suspected consumption or
storage of beef or smuggling of cattle for slaughter
are only a symptom of this. Each incident
encourages copycat organised vigilante gangs and
opportunistic "gou rakshaks” (cow protectors), more
50 when the State seems unwilling or unable to curb
this, despite repeated instructions from the Supreme
Court. Just days before the teen’s killing, a migrant
scrap dealer was lynched in Haryana's Charkhi
Dadrl on suspicion of having eaten beef. And, on
Monday, an elderly man was assaulted by a crowd
on a train in Maharashtea for carrying cattle meat.

The recent resurrection has unmistakably political

footprints, from individual politicians celebrating
conviets in beef-lynching cases to many political
careers getting launched in the hinterland on the
promises of more such extra-judiclal actlon.
The need is for the political mainstream to visibly
dissociate with such vigilantism and allow the law
to prevail, instead of looking for quick political gains,
They need only turn to the example of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi who has repeated ly
asserted that there can be no tolerance for violence
in the cow's name.

Energy transitionisn't
a one-size-fits-all affair

By embracing
differentiated energy
transition roadmanps,
every nation, no matter
where itis onits
development journey,
can move towards a
sustainable future

8 thie workd g with
e ellimate ¢ hal berige, the
u:gmw__lm‘ a nuanced

measuned by comparbng the cost of
round e clock renewabilee nergy (IRTC
RE) 1o fossil feels, providing a dear
benchimark for sistainiable develop-

e,

High-ineome countries. despie the
advanced ceonomies, are respansble
T ower B0% of ghobal emissions, Thedr

i latioms have acoess to clectricity.
The financial need I8 Immense —
arownd $400 billion to finance their
solar enengy joisTicy — Pooeive
onlya o this wﬁ%m
costs ranging from 20-30% and the
atwence ol ndomestic renewable energy

Extensive

envergy transitbon remedns incompele,
particularly In retrolitingexisiing sys
tems with cleaner aliermatives. These
Tnatbons st ke Urgent setion o et
thelr ambltbous goals of
voduacling cin bsslons by 50'% by
00 i o liberviingg inet-pero

tion has never been
reailer, Yot eoononiies are

comstralned by thelr varying stages of
desvelopment and the disproportionate
digribution of energy access, climate
risks, and financial resources, While
clean energy Invesiments ane st (o
exceod S erillion in 2024, political
uncertlsties and infrstruc.

e continue tostall progres kadingto
ﬂwlwu(rm]:l e action (i the
s,

L L

financial and policy suppor, inchiding
enhanced ncoess wochmite fnance and
Innovartive mechanisms like blended
lnance, scrucial for these countrics o
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pportl v thew, energy Lransitions are i) the b 1 gy
mend pdlﬂu‘"uwnﬂ. thesecountries  umn fokding in sl [ we cun ensure that every

rlch regons,
aid poor Infrastrictine planiding

PrOgrees,
ih el cnt L chiaalbevgges, | s v
clal b develop tilored, peo ple-contric

Tate risle, with S%of
climoierdated ftnlides oocuning heve,
A threefold increase (n renewabie
enpacity will b imperathee, The chal-
L lies i anttrncting private Rnancng,

ey rnsston i s G
four destinct archetypes Hﬂ‘l-lmmm'
counries,

g ing oconaomios, low:
comme conunirics, and smwll-lmdnlml
oping states (SIDS), Progress can be

India-Singapore’s enduring

asthiser sk
percepitians,

Laow-incame countries (L1Cs) face
steeper chal , Despite mmemse
solar potential, less than 50% of their

U Ty T o
the globie. Focusing solely an gobal
reiewables growth rtes con be mils-
leading, os thene |sn't o snghe, unified
energy transtion bl rather o wres ol
il tramaithona Bt vary widely in
Torm, pace, and

maniel o
InvtheGlobad South, ihe kacus should
e o il g and cnpocity- alMing to
ensune full participation in the global
energy transition, An anchetypal
approach thit recognises the unique
hoall 4 Tdiffer-

kb, pejgardioss of bs stage of develop:
menl, moves towaid o sistalnable
future, The global community must
coime together: While ous chall

wmy differ. our goal is shared.

the Img wpnksing and il for Ay Mathy ir s Brvc v pemeral ad Karan
the emergy land I Mgt

aach region, rather than relying on mmmludynnmnzmm (es AprctalsC e o aron o Sekar Al

shobal averages that can mask thetme — emments play a piv The eperional

DROUPADI MURMU

ties, packed with potential

Taetvween two mations, kndia and Singapore
wotllkl probably be great contenders, On
slxe, population, GDP per caplia, land-
maas, both countries are pobes apart, And yet,

I I there ever was o study In contrast

e SG. o nathonal initative fooused on provent
ve health, it can leverage Endia for wellquali-
B, welk motivated hoal th care profisaionals,
n particular nurses. The domestic lmpens o
cter o the hoalth care needs of billlons has
in the sector, with

llw hhknr}mf' din 5 relations has

iy

ing toearve a ul\uuemﬁrlhmm
a rmlll lar wol

& thie underlying

Mlnlam (PM) Narendra

ng Prime
h \'hIHID

ndia well-poised to take o technology-acked
leaplrog. This could benefit Singapore in the
fiovrmn o low-cost. hghe-queality dngnostics as
wiell &5 modical tourtsm opparuni tes, |II“8
hu:dmﬂrwmdllalummrry

Uhie isbarad country sinee
nwnt“ Indians, Singapore has been an »w-

Ickenil. Toclay. an estimated 7.5% of Sing:
aporean clizms are of Indlan origin, with u

working bn the infotech, T wnd prodes:
shonial services space. In fact, India |s Singa-
poe’s loremiost Lalent parner, with
 legney of close collaboration.

The Foundation of this relation-
ship has strong historical and eco-
nomic origing In the kst two dec-
o, trade between Indin and Sing-

. Aypart from nllinu
renewable electrichy dirvetly, Uhere are also
other energy sources which India can export,
through hydrogen or ammonla. Tourism |s
another significant link which bolds promise.
Sofur n 2024, cver 24 million bndians vished
Singgapore, However, there s masshe posertial
I the other direction as well slice
Siigapureans mudght G Incla's natu-
ral bewuty mid wilsrant culture an
entlcingdiaw for thelr vacations,
Finally, let’s expand this thinking
e into tweo areas of mumial

apore ha gone up by two and o bl Ngeraj efit Lo both nati o — connection o
times. Today, Indin's exports 1o ﬁggalwal Southeast Asia (SEA) and talent
Singapore stand at $12 billlon with exchange. Indln-SInTlpu'o relation-
mineral fuels, chemicals and = -hlpl ane an integral ‘s
michin Tucts nccounting for roader relationships wllnﬂuum
a sizeable chunk, Within the same Asin, Mathons in the SEA reglon are
period, Singapore's ts 10 India forging alllances on digial eeonomy,
resched new highs of $2.5 billlon Intra-reglonal trade and tourism,
with a focus on consumer clectron- whire India can be a strategic ally.
fes, metals, mining and minerals For exmmple, Singapore and India
and amur.onmmorgmm Aparna hirve linked Uhelr respective digital
Lit's look i twoares whire Sng B haradwa) Eﬂ)‘lmﬂl systems, [ndla’s Unifled
apare can benefln India — invest- ayments Interfsoe and Singapore's
mient s las PayMow. Thire bs potential for this (o

been the largest source of forelgn
ﬂ|ll‘(|l|Tl¢|!I1'l‘l'l| () ey Ry, mllI'IIM
]

it i veglonal Instant payment
gwm m'lm.SEﬂ. fncilitating scambess rade.

T 200, 8 ] s starting ul_snmpmn
SingTel ok & strotegie soke in it to luel m

et scope for knowledige shar-
g Ahrouagh tabent nnhmy between India
il Sln;upan. obmuwly erughing nchin's

growih, Today, Alrtel 18 o gobally

Bt s argeted collabo-

com w nlmllmwthllwllﬂ wllnrr'

sh
sr:.u , hins  network of more than 530
branchies in 18 Indian sttes — the lurgest for-

mvtioms betwaom high-gunkity hlpmr oicnthan

an both I‘]'l‘ ¢ Singa-
pore, s key government entity kelping Singa-
porean mmEmleuxmmlm-rnm e bles
bilateral

elgn bank footp: SATS Lad,
ane of the world's largest aviation services
player, contimacs to invest in India as they
apenied their lingest intemational food solu
thoms facility in Bengaluru tis year,

Both Temasck and GIC have been very
active in investing In India and plan o mmp
upsfuirther peross sectoes such s fnanclal ser-
wices, health care, Infrastruciune, lechiology
and sustainatility. As India alms o develop
world-class infrastructure and wrban plan-
ning, it can ook o Singapore’s doep esgerl:
ence on urbun development for investment
and lnuplmhm Slngapone Im! jresence in

manaifict
benelit India.

O the oiher hand, there are ai least three
areas where India has much

i e nchuding innova-
tlon, digital solutlons, urban solutions and
cross:border technology development.

202 will mark the 60th anniversary of dig-
lomatic relathons between India and Singa-
pore. In the wake of FM Modi's visit ii's time to
Bk the thes betwoen Ihc(wnn'lmlnlhtnm
lieve . Ennrbier this year, when Singaporean
Lawrence Wong uwllnlrd ulch e wl

“a

about Forward Sing e, hls vishon
relreshed Singapon ", b autline the
u‘nehmﬂd Slngapore story. Simulea-

neously, [ndin is working towards the gool of
Wikl Blwarnt = o viskon (o become o developed
eountry by iuﬁ‘.wr-lwn It marks 100 years of

goals set by vissonary loaders. Botl alio sspine
lay o role amd cost standout

= health care, green energy and foursm. As
theeliy-state makes the pash towards Health-

THERE ARE AT I EAST

THREE AREAS WHERE
INDIA HAS \"Il'Lll It?[ll FER
SINGAPORE — HEALTH

CARL, GREEN ENERGY
AND TOURISM

hnlrl.lmm across o multipalar glabal order
st by goopolitical fractures, It is therefore
the ndvantage of bath nations to strengthen
Ehis partnershipas they chase their individual
and collective aspirations.

Meeraf Aggoruad i chair, Asi Pacfle The Baston
Consuliing Gerowp (BCG), He bs lnidben and lesdds

‘conomic empowerment of
women will lead to the country’s

development... But, there

need for more efforts so that

mm their participation rises

Evolving, yet constant:
Teachers’ role in society

elng n teacher wday s most deflnitely
mok for thse [alnt of heart, Teachers
hlwmh‘mmhluluumrmhuh

how 1o use knowledge, bulld sockety, and
shape thedr Hves,
[} Ialhmthrnhch Ehat kbeas traved, ane

the ]
children. As nnother Teachers' Day
pproaches, [lled with rowes and chocolates,
the mind sees a dorker side of childhood

A senaltive eduica-
inn-_qmn thee mm inel, boly, aned wpi it
nhh Pmn:lhu.lﬂmylellmnmyrlulwm

What happened to the Innocence of child-
hood filled with simplicity, freedom, close-
knit communitics, and lesser restrictions —
where children had the iime and space o
grow, bearn. and connect deeply with their
surroundings? Was It merely an idealistic
notion that existed in the minds of earlier
generations?

Today, schools, (n order 10 adjust o new
sochetal denands and e xpectations, ane being
wransformed In identity and role, They have
become chsllenging spaces whene students
carme together from varying soclak cultural,
il ecanonic bacl i

Thelife ofa chikl has within i ihe
nighitn, souimls, colours, pipes and
drumis of hmanity that it encoun:
ters In fts growing years, It is these

s and impressions that ore-
e the wdult of tomormow, The role

1o lve in & workd
that |s llnhwm.un'flnlshm and unresohved,
Children learn that there is more than ane
response to life sinntions and that they havwe
thecapacity (o chocee the response they wish
1o live. Teachers create a visual vocabulary
that I innate in svery
Tewching is an emotional experience
because it goes the roleola
e knstructor and o e realm of belnga
counselor, mentor, and sometimes the
stabbe fgure In o child's e, The emational
welght of these rales can be overwhelming,
Bewniling 1o burmout and exhavstion. Yot teach-
ers press o, driven by a commitment 1o
make a difference, Teachers enier
thee imaginative veorkd of a chéld that
i engaging and playfal, mmpartls
leaming that is appreciative of dif-
ferent perspectives. Thay also have
tw build resilience will\fvrl children

of a teacher today i o equip not Ameeta agninst unexpected shocks, Bub,
only individual students with the Mulla above all else, they have to move
competencles they need but also, el comm placency and easy solu-

through these students, entire
mmmmiun and sochoties.
ll-being i= the goal in a class:
oo, a co-agency Is the gulding Hght
Teane hers need to help childien become pur-
M{l reflective, and responsibe, Educasons
b comtend with the tyranny of merlt
where echucation determines winners and los-
ers ina starkly divisive merioceacy, Those
whi sucooed ane fortunate o be borm with dw
whills that society values; others who do not
form the electoral base of popubist leaders,
The teacher and the stsdent have al
had o very symblotic relationship. Intimase
wndl interdependent. All spiritual traditions
underline the Interconnectedness of this
Tomel, At a cleeper level, it consiats of consider-
aitlon, eepecsslon, and understanding of the
ather, Some elements of learning in o child
wree directly contiected t the teacher, not in
n abstract or esoteric manner but ina con-
crete, and understandable way, Teaching ls a
bbend of the head, hand, and heart. [t has
memory, meaning and metaphor within it
Emy nml‘n cognitive structure is

BCG's Asla Focific busivess. Aparna
foads BCG's Global Advarmage pracrice,
shelsa !Ilppwmn of I far-origin,
whews exprresied are porsosal

jons, Introspect and
think a ahwt isaua lh't:;rr primarily ubmt

un&nnmdln; thllrh'l\ directing lllcm o

Wattal

tons because education is getting
imto a new relationship with coon-
omy and work, technology, the
broader sockety, and. indeed, our very planet-
ary survieal. Al this 1 io be done through a
growing focus on teacher-leadenship.

I world that olien mensures suoces
immvediate tangitie results. the work of teach-
ers e be easdly overlooked, The ire impoet
of oteacher meay not be visibie for vears, but it
i profound and enduring As we move for
wanrdl in this world of nssistive technologles,

Turilhmy augmented reality, and mamny

froatler technologies, let us remember

thit it the heart of education ane individunks

who lave given a groai deal of themalves,
often without Ition or rewared,

At the heart of teaching lies an unspoken
Tove, a bove of barming and a hope that educa-
tists ean changge Tives, It is this love that has
Ibeen celebrated over the years in every child
who has found a teacher who helped her
evolve. Here's to every teacher who made a
difference in the life of s child.

Aumesa Mubls Winkia s chairperson ol exvourive
diroctor, Bdwcirion, lnnevations and Tradning, DLF
Fonmaadarion Scfwods and Scholarsflp Prograrmmes,
Tt whe s exprovssed ane personl

—
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SATELLITE-BASEDHIGHWAY TOLL
COLLECTION: HOW WILL IT WORK?

pected to replace the current FASTag toll

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 4

collection system and provide a long-term
sofution for congestion at mll booths.

It will also provide distance-based

THE MIMNISTRY of Road Transport &

Highways (MoRTH) has developed a

Geographic Information Symm(ﬂls]
for

tolling, so that users can pay only for the
stretch they have travelled on a National
Highway, According to IHMCL, the GNSS-

real-time

of wairt times at highway toll plazas | ide th ing FASTag
which it says will allow c ecosystem, and both models will i
check congestion at the bevel of spmﬁc operate simultaneously,

lanes to ensure smoother traffic lows,
The new software, which hasbeen de-

Company Ltd (IHMCL), a company pro-
mutud by the Naumal nghways
dia (MHAIL),
first at 100 toll plazas, which have been

back received on 1033, the toll-free
Matiional Highway Helpline number.

As aGNSSvehicle passes through the
gate, the toll charger will receive pings
(distance and time stamps) through on-
board units in the vehicle. The payment
mechanism will be similar o the exist-
ing FASTag ecosystem, but will involve
autnmatic debits, and will do away with
the need for boom barriers at toll plazas.

Convenience for users

The satellite toll collection system is

How monitoring will work
The software will provide the name

expected to make passage through roll

Currently, the

and Iocamndllm toll p'laza along with

inmetres,

wait times, and w:hldl: speeds,
The software wi

process of reading the FASTag bar code
and raising the boom can take up to a
minute, The delay causes long queues, and

parative traffic condition analyms on an
hourly, daily, weelkly, and monthly basis.

FASTag, which was launched in 2015
and has been mandatory at Mational

Highwvay toll plazas since February 2021,

Satellite-based tolling

The ministry is also working on a
Global Navigation Satellite System
(GNSS)-based whichisex-

uses Radio Frequency Identification| RFID)
technology. As of March 2024, more than
OB% of user fee payments at toll plazas are

ugh FASTag, MoRTH data say.

(U PN HISTORY

WHY INDIA CELEBRATES TEACHERS'
DAY ONSEPTEMBER

INDIA CELEBRATES Teachers' Day anmu-
ally on Septernber 5, the hirth anniver-
sary of former President Sarvepalli
Radhalrishnan | 1888-1975), Here iswhy.

Philosopher of Hinduism
Oneof India’s most recognised and in-
Auential thinkers of the 20th century,
Radhakrishnan's life and work was ded-
icated todefining, defending, and dissem-

|||atmgdm Hmdu mllglnn He is seenin
pusilcler be-

tween Indla and the West, and credited
fior his role in shaping the West's under-

standing of Hinduism, on and Ethics at University of
Radhakrishnan was among the fore-  Oxford  from 1936 1952,

most proponents of the dualist i ighted in 1931,

Advaita ition inthe 20th cen- Radhakrishnan was also a brilliant

tury, and re-interpreted Adi Shankara's
philosophy for moderm times, In doing so,
he defended Hinduism aga:nst what hL‘

teacher, who developed deep personal
bonds with smdums.}!rdmght highly of

hmn and is recorded

said was icism”,

‘teachers

should be the best minds in the country™,

Respected teacher

By the 19205, Radhakrishnan had es-
tablished himself as one of India’s most
respected academics, He held the presti-
miows King George V Chair at the Calcutta
University from 1921 to 1932, was the
second vice-chancellor of Andhra
University from 1931 to 1936, and the
fourth vice-chancellor of Banaras Hindu
University from 1939 o 1948, He also
held the Spalding Chair of Eastern

He became the first Vice President
(1952-62), and the second President of
India( 1962-57). In 1962, after he became
president, some od students expressed
their wish to celebrate his birthday.
Radhakrishnan refused a personal cele-
bration, and instead requested his stu-
dents to honour teachers across the coun-
try on his hirth anniversary,

Thus began the tradition of celebrat-
ing Teachers' Day on September 5. ENS
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AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHI, SERTEMBER 4

AS STREET protests against the rape and
murderof ayoung doctorin Knlkata's RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital continued to
roil West Bengal, the state Assembly on
Tuesday unanimously passed a Bill provid-
ing for mandatory death penalty in cases of
rape where the victim dies or is left in a per-
manent vegetative state.
The Aparajita Woman and Child (West
Bengal Cnmmal Laws )\mem:l ment) Bill,
feath as

20
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EXPLAINED

State changes in rape law

The West Bengal Assembly has passed the ‘Aparajita’ Bill, introducing the death penalty for rape. How
does this Bill compare with similar Bills passed by the Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra Assemblies?

WHY PRESIDENT’S ASSENT IS CRUCIAL

In December 2019, the Assembly unani-
mously passed the Andhra Pradesh Disha .N:t

— Crirminal Law/,

CONCURRENT LIST in Seventh
Schedule of the Constitution lists
subjects on which both the Centre and
states can pass laws,

CRIMINAL LAW and Criminal
Procedure are Entries 1 and 2 inthe
Concurrent List,

THE THREE BILLS, Aparajita, Disha,

tlw maxlmum punishment in all cases of
rape, and changes the way in which cases of
rape are to be imvestigated and tried — by a
Special Task Force and Special Courts in every
district respectively.

To effect these changes, the Bill amends
provisions of the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita,
2023 [BNS), the Bharativa Myaya Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023 [BNSS), and the Protection of
Children Against Sexual Offences Act, 2012
(POCSO)in the state,

Before West Bengal, the Andhra Pradesh
and Maharashtra Assemblies had passed
laws prv:zrlxng thc :Irath penalty for rape

way that makes them inconsistent or

‘enacted by Parliament.

STATE AMENDMENTS to central laws
{such as BNS, BNSS and POCSO)
dna]mg\mlﬁ subjects in the
List that
llleungmal law require the
President's assent to come into force
{Article 254 of the Constitution)

WITHOUT ASSENT, laws passed by
states "to the extent of the
" will be void.

Bill, 2019, and the Andhra Pradesh Dlsha
[Special Courts for Specified Offences against
Wiomen and Children ) Bill, 2019,

The Bills amended the IPC, 1860 and the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC) for
the state of Andhra Pradesh.

DEATH FOR RAPE: The Disha Bill intro-
duced the death penalty as punishment for
the crimes of rape, including against a minor
below 16 years of age (IPC Section 376); gang
rape| Section 3760); and for repeat offenders
(Section 376E),

Like Aparajita, Disha too, created “Special
Police Teams" and “Exclusive Special Courts”
imevery district toinvestigate and hear cases
of crimes qgamsl women, and pmscn bed

cipal act”(BNS) punishes rape "which causes  strict timelines, for i and

hedeathof th th The Eilli Section  hearing such cases,

to be in a persistent vegetative state” witha  20C to the BNSS, under which the state gov- Italso pwpnmda “Women and Children

minimum 20 years in prisom with the possi- — ernment shall create a special Aparajita Task  Offenders Registry” in which full details of

hility of life imprisonment, "nruﬂthduath Force inevery district toinvestigate casesof - those " mvolwd in" offences against women
The A jita Bill deletes the f rape All p including gr of- i nd be made available

all punishments barring death, making the
death penalty mandatnry in sul:h Cases,
SECTION 70: This Bl i

Ficers, will be obligated to assist the task force
“without any delay”, failing which they can

the offence of *Gang rape”. There is a provi-

force at the
time. Neither Blll has received the manda-
tory assent of the President yet.

Earlier, the Madhya Pradesh and
Arunachal Pradesh Assemblies had, in 2017
and 2018 respectively, introdwced the death
penalty fior the rape or gangrape of “awoman
up to twelve years of age™ (Sections 376AA
and 3760A of the Indian Penal Code, 1360,

West Bengal: Aparajita Bi

The West Bengal Bill begilu bgr specify-
ing that “Imprisonment for life” in Section
4(h) of the BNS "mclutﬂs simple imprison-
ment for life or rigorous impri went for

ion for t!
victim is “under eighteen years of age”
(Section T0(2)), but in thc case or D|dL‘l

incases

ix mont
TheBill i
der BNSS Section 193 to complete the imeesti-
gation into the relevant BNS and POCSO of-

fence: fror

wiomen, the mair
ous imprisonment for life [Section 7001)).
The West Bengal Bill amends Scmun

ther sary].
The Bill introduces Sections 294 and 298
to the BNSS to establish Special Cr.lurt.i in

o law enforcement agencies,

Bath Disha Bills are pending at the Centre,
awaiting President Murmu's decisionon giv-
ing assent,

Maharashtra: Shakti Bill
In 2020, the Maharashtra legislature
passed the Shakti Criminal Laws
[Maharashua Amendment) Bill, 2020, The
penaltyin

1 e the death
the gang rape of a woman above age 18,
SECTIONS 71, 72, 73: For repeat affend-

ict “for the purpose
:ump‘lul)onadmwlry or trial” in rape cases,
and to appoint a Special Public Prosecutor

ers (Section 71), the Aparajita Bill replaces  respectively.
the punishment of simple “imprisonment The Bill also amnds BNSS Section HE
for life™ with "rigorous impri for  reducing theti

life", It also increases the jail terms for dis-
closing the bdmtlry ala rape wmm(Senm

life". Rigorous imprisonment involves hard
labour during the sentence,

SECTION 64 OF BNS: This section
{"Punishment for rape”™) provides for both
the floor punishment for the crime and for

i i wher ing cir-
cumstances are present, such as rape by a
public servant, a member of the armed
forces, during communal V!EIIL‘HI:E etc. In
both situations, the maxi
is “imprisonment for life”,

The Aparajita Bill amends Section 64 to
add the words “or with death” at the end of
the description of the punishments,

SECTION Gii: This provision in the “prin-

72)and for Jation
court proceedings in rape cases [Section 73),

ACID ATTACKS: The Bill removes the
lighter punishments for acid attacks | prison
terms less than life and fine) leaving “rigor-
ous imprisonment for life” as the only pun-
ishment (Section 124),

DEATH IN POCSOACT: ThrBl]Iammds

after the cha!gcshrrt is filed from two
months o 30 days,

The Bill will now be presented to the
Governor of West Bengal who will send it to
President Droupadi Murma, who will then
decide whether to give her assent and allow
the Bill to come into force,

Andhra Pradesh: Disha Bills
In November 2019, a 26-year-old veteri-

the POCS0 Act
for penetrative sexual assault (Section 4,
where the highest i ourrently is

narydoctor

Four persons who

for concluding the investigation and trial,

OBLIGATION ON WEB PLATFORMS:
The Shakti Bill punished with up to ane
maonth in prison “any social media platform
or Internet or mobile telephony data
provider including amy intermediary or ous-
todian who fails to share any data including
document or electronic record with the
Investigation Officer as requested” in cases
of crimes against women.

DEATH PENALTY: The Bill introduced
thu death pma]ty in "heinous” acid altal:k
nce
[ dlm and the circumstances warrant ex-
emplary punishment”.

POCSO ACT: Like Aparajita, Shakti too,
the POCSO Act to introduce the

life imprisonment.

TASK FORCES, SPECIAL COURTS: The
Aparajita Bill provides for special institu-
tions with the express purpose of investi-
gating, hearing, and deciding rape cases on

shot dead by police in an
encounter on December 6 that year. Then
Andhra Pradesh E]m:r Mmlstrr V s ]agan
Mohan

death penalty as a punishment for penetra-
tive sexual assault [ Section 4),

Presidential assent for the Shakai Bill oo,
Leaders and workers of the NCP

nger
posal of cases of crimes against women.

(Sharad Pawar) protested in Mumbai on
Tuesday demanding assent to the Bill,

Genome mapping of Chandipura virus: findings

BRENDANDABHI
AHMEDABAD. SEPTEMBER 4

THE GUJARAT Biotechnology Rosean:ll
e

‘With no specific treatment, CHPY has mor-
tality rates of as high as 75X, as seen during
India's worst ever outbreak in 2003 which
killed 322 children in Andhra Pradesh and
Gu].naLTIusyzars outhreak has a case fatality

Centre (GBRC) in G
the only fully mapped genome of the

F about 45% ] as per data from August 16).

the 2003-04 outhreak, as well as the more
recent 2012 outhreak,

When compared to the 2003-04 sample,
there were four significant mutations in the
glycoprotein gene — the most important of

glohal population. CHPV also does not yet
have a vaccine and antibodies developed due
toit, unlike Covid-19,

B The Cycle Threshold [or Ct value) for
the samples tested was high, [n an RT-PCR

ypes:
ture of the virus, responsible for binding to

test, the Ct number of times the
genetic b
plified in order todetect the pathogen A high
Ct value implies that the viral load — the

Chandipm vesiculovires (CHPY) — the viral - What is genome mapping? human cell receptors and elic-
infection that caused at least a third of the  Why is itimportant? EXPLAINED iting an immune response,
encephalitis or brain swelling cases in Genome mapping refers to There was only one significant
Gujarat during the outhreak in July-August, i ining the HEALTH mastation in the ghycoprotein G
location of genes on an organ- from 2012, For comparison,
‘What is CHPV? ism's chromosomes, In the case new variants and sub-variants
Apaltilmncn:cpha]lui('}![’\l’lsknuwn of adeacly vins like CHPV, mappingcanpro-  of Covid-19 detected every few months
o che, oo oma,  videc its origin, and significant mu- 200r30 i
and even death, usually within days of the  tations, among other things. their predecessor,
symptoms showing up, Impaortantly, the genetic sequence of a According to the researchers, this sug-
CHPFV most severely affects children be-  vinus — especially of one in dirculation —is — gests “that the virus has not der se-

lowy the age of 15, It can be transmitted by
ﬁl\dﬂlﬂi ticks, and the Aedes osgyph mas

important to help researchers develop test-
ing kits, vaccines, and therapeutics.

the GERC find?

q hichis al torfor deng;
chik i i .‘L.. ‘What did
this year's outhreak. B The virus has not evolved much since

amount of Vi ple — is quite low,
“The Ct value of most of the patients was
high. This means that the viral load was very
less. But even this was enough to cause se-
vere " the researchers said,
ELUpon tracing the genome sequence on
the Z7-strain family tree of the virus, they the
stlam to be related to ones isolated during
inIndia, and eliffe

lection pressure to escape Immunity”, pos-
sibly because a significant proportion of the
population did not develop antlhudn:s

ent from strains isolated in Europe or Africa,
*This means that the virus that infected pa-
tients in this outbreak was the one circulat-
inginIndia and i h

against CHPY, unlike the fast
Covid- 19 which has infected a majority of the

countries,” a health department official said,

RIL to approve bonus issue today: five thlngs that investors should know

GEORGE MATHEW
MLMEA, SEFTEMBER 4

SHAREHOLDERS OF Reliance Industries Lid
(RIL), India’s largest listed company in tenms
of market capitalisation (Rs 20053 lakh
crore), will soon get bonus shares for the
fifth time in the last 41 years.

The bonus issue, which comes aftera flat
financial performance in the

'[hls{bmus ssunjshnuldrm.ﬂtmanm—
7y Rs 6,770

reduction in the reserve by a similar
amount,” an analyst with )01 Securities said,
Another analyst with a leading broker-
age said; "When a bovus is givery, it shows
that the promoter has a positive view on the
company. It will indirectly improve liquid-
ity — and buying is expected, especially
from the retail side. In the case of bonuses,
retail investors have a ten-

ter financial performance in the cnming
quarters,

It has nothing to do with the
company's financials

Afterthe bonus issue, the stock price will
loak low, and will, therefore, be more at-
tractive.

“The bomus issue has nothing to do with
the improvemnent of the company's finan-

qquoted at Rs 3,006.50 on August 28 had risen
by just 0.77% to Rs 3,020,80 on September 4,

One reason ir.ll this could be that mar-
Joets had

RIL posted a 5.45% decline in its net
jprofitat Rs 15,138 crore during the quarter
ended June 2024 as against Rs 16,011 crore

before it was announced, as investors ex-
pect some big announcement at the RILan-
nual general meeting (AGM) every year,
‘Nhllr: thL- market didn't expect the bonus

ting anincli-
cation about the Esting of [io and retail busi-
ness, which did not happen.

theweak performance of the order-tmo-cash
(02C) business, and higher depreciation,

0 asequential basis, net profit declined
by 20012% from Bs 18.951 crore in the March
2024 quarter.

Promoters will get half of the
bonus
RIL's 3:4.93 lakh-strong shamhnldcu will
et free shares ifthe boar
on September 5, The promoters, Mukesh
Ambani and family, who hold 50,33% stake
in the compary, will also be eligible for the
bonus issue, As public shareholders oeam

April-June 2024 quarter and EXPLAINED dency to buy stocks as cials. It is just an accounti RILshar d in the
asluggish show by RILin a prices come down,” M\cmmthnnulrberalslurmwﬂlmcmasc market smce ]anualy 2024. While the
buoyantmarket, is YOURMONEY | gir's sh ic Mukesh Ambani, Chairman of and the p "anotheran-  Sensex 15% inthe last eight
to boest liquidity in the L5 SATE PriCes  pfiayee Industries Licl Antive aJystwythaInadmgmmstmmtfmnsand months, RIL, which closed at Rs 3,020.65 on
stock, makingi i will decline inc areincreas-  January 3, 2024, has not gained.

Here's what toknow about RIL's bonus is- The price of RIL shares, which has re- ingz, it will make investors feel good. Bonus “The general view of the stock is posi-
sue, tobe approved byitsboard onThursday, — mained flat since the beginning of this year, "I'nchmlly bunushasmwlue Besides  isaway of givingmore confidence to share- — tive but the price and valuation is a bit on

. o will decline after the alk of hestockandthe  holders, Just becawse of the theprice  the higher side,"thy withthei

Liquidity will increase sharesas the number of shares increases.  stock market, the bonus will have noim-  to eamings (PE) ratio will not be halved, it ment firm quoted above said,

On August 28, RIL informed the stockex- Given that the bonus issue is in the ra-  pact. Forexample, ifthe face valueofastock  will remain the same,” the analyst said. RIL has a tradition of giving bonuses
[: TTpany i tio of fion . the share pnmmlgl\t s Rs 100, and ome more share is given inad- PO . every few years. Since they have a lot of
5 - down by 50% of the pr dition, the price will adjust to Rs 50 per  VAIUAtion is high; stock has businesses, there is a chance that they will

for ne-
for-one — that is, one free share for each
share held by them,

However, the share price can gradually in-
crease after the bonus issue, depending on
the company's performance.

stock,” said the analyst quoted above.
Since the value of the holding remains
the same after the bonus issue, investors

underperformed

The RIL bonus issue did not make any
waves inthe market, RIL shares, which wene

epaperindianexpressicom Il .

have to go for capital expenditure in these
businesses, “This bonus :a.n be considered

32790 shares, they will get an equal
numiber of shares in the proposed issue,

RIL had Last announced a bonus issue in
2017 inthe ratioof 1; 1. Aninvestor who put
s 1,000( 100 shares at the Rs-10 PO price)
inthe Reliance IPQ in 1977 would be hold-
m,g 560 shares (including the pmpmed

worth Rs 1690,

as aprecursor tothat plan,” th
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A living Constitution museum

It offers the opportunity for us to retrace our history,
reimagine our journeys, and dream of a better future

C RaAJ KUMAR

ON NOVEMBER 26, 1949, the Constituent
Assembly of India adopted the Constitution
of India. it came intoeffect on Jamsany 26, 1950,
whichwe celebrate as Republic Day. This year,
we are celebrating the 75th anniversary of
adopting the Constitution, In 2015, the
Government of India declared Novernber 26
— hitherto known as National Law Day — as
Constitution Day.

The Constituent Assembly met for the first
time in New Delhi on December 9, 1946, and
its last session was held on fanuary 24, 1950.
Iesmembers had embarked on the Herculean
task of drafting the Constitution at a time of
major social, economic and political upheaval
in the country. The provisions of the
Constitution reflect a far-sighted vision on the
jpart of the members as they were conscious
of the extraondinary task ahead of them, They
fully appreciated that the Constitution was
naot jusst a legal document cutlining various le-
galrights and freedoms — they also wanted it
tousher in a social revolution.

Gramville Austin, the author of The Indian
Comstitution: Cnnmmq‘u Mation, observed,

“Thet
out the proceedings and documents of the
Asscmbly It pmu'jdcdt]\c basis for the ded-
‘govemment and
diinect: L‘li:n.luns, the Fundamental Rights and
the Directive Principles of State Policy, and even
many aspectsof the Executive, Legislative, and
Judicial provisions of the Constitution.”

The 75-year jouney of the Constitution of

India, inchuding its continuos interpretation

ucation be provided for allits citizens”
Thiree, it should promete cvic education

._a h
i makes itamong the mast

P thee citimenny. The history
of the G and its making is impor-

dynamu: and evolving constitutions. It is in-
deed the right time to establish the
Cun.rtltutlun Museumn s an ever- lasting
1 d farsight-

c:lm:ss of its foumders,
Such a museum ought to have five pri-

tant as it can serve as an inspiration for insti-
tution-building and nation-building Theidea
of a Constitution Muscum is abuur creating
opportunities f

ticipate in the tmdl:mandmg nlaocmstl:u—
tional history and the evolution of ights and

maryuhjmlvcs.Om: hul]dmgl.‘l\s:l:‘gacyul lr:tdnrr& Emrcdurannn must bei rted
the kshouldnot o ross all walks of life sothat
cmlycapmrr its histary but also theevolution  they may wurlﬂ tr.lwalds becoming effective

in-  partic racy. Knowdedge

4
stitutions established by the Constitution. By
shmsmg these lrulcsbmu:s the museum

caninspire future

and understanding of the Constitution is the

first step towards empowering the citizenry,

When the rights and freedomsof ordinary in-
ai ‘the Constituti

and appreciate their ri and responsibili-
ties as citizens. It would also serve asa re-

tocts those nghrs and provides remesdies for

minder of the ongoing journey of Indian ing L lenotonly
diemocracy towvard justioe and equality for all. m:ng!uscsr@mandmdums and the nor-
T, the muset ratise the that outlines the values of

i Fthe Constitution and theac-  constituti ism, but it also provides the

oess b it The Constitution's history, evalution,
important provisions, and interpretation by
the courts and the amendments need to be
jpart of a larger understanding of the people
of India Thisdemocratisation of access to the
knowdedge in and about the document and

methods, mechanisms, procedures and
processes for enforcing ights and seeking
remedies for access o justice.

Four, the museum should celebrate and
pay tribute to the framers of the Constitution
andthe namn s unsung heroes, kwuul:l pro-

f the princi hat

wideir his-

shaped it are critical for promoting responsi-
ble and enlightened citizenship. Thomas
Jefierson, the principal authorof the American
Declaration of Independence and the third
president of the US, famously observed in
1817, “An enlightened dtizenry is indispensa-
e for the proper functioning of a rrpubln:
Self-governmentis

izens are educated sufficienthy o mablr:du:m
o exercise oversight. It is therefore impera-
tive that the nation see toitthat a suitable ed-

tory, accomplishments and vision of the
members of the Assembly. It is rather unfor-
tunate that so little is known about the ma-
Jority of the members of the Constituent
Assembly, including the 15 exceptional
women — Ammu Swaminathan, Annie
Mascarene, Begum Aizaz Rasul, Dakshayani
Velayudhan, Durgabai Deshmukh, Hansa
Jivraj Mehta, Kamla Chaudhry, Leela Roy,
Malati Chaudhary, Poornima Banerjee,
Rajleurnari Amrit Kaur, Renuka Ray, Sarojini

The Constitution’s history,
evolution, important
provisions, and
interpretation by the courts
and the amendments need
to be part of a larger
understanding of the people
of India. This
democratisation of access to
the knowledge in and about
the document and
appreciation of the
principles and values that
shaped it are critical for
promoting responsible and
enlightened citizenship.

C R Sasikumar

Naidhu, Sucheta Kriplani and Vijaya Lakshmi
Pandit. Likewise, the contributions of Sir
Brncgal Marsing Rau, the Cun.mtutmnal
Arvisor Assembly, in th

Constitution are unparallelled and deserve
recognition and celebration. In his conclud-
ing speech in the Constituent Assembly on
MNowember 25, 1949, B R Ambedkar observed,
“The credit that is given to me does not real
belong to me. It belongs parthy to Sir B N Rauw,
the Constitutional .m:lwsurl:n ﬂK: Constituent

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Ay fiscal slippages would have serious implications for inflation and monetary

policy. The ather determinant of near-
multilateral and bilateral boans. In the gi
against inflation by the prinee minister

Than

term inflation is timely dishursement of
VEN CIroUmstances, thc'mtm}'stmttm‘nt’
i a little premature” —~DAWN, PAKISTAN

k you,

teachers

This Teachers' Day, we must remember the
profound contributions of our gurus towards
nation-building, well-being of students

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN

THEGURLU-SHISHYA relationship has been

oneof the defining features of Bharat's quest
for knowdedge and excellence for ages. Such

s the subli this traition that
even our gods — Lord Ram and Lord Knshna
—sought lnowiec in the

guidance of their gurus, Maharishi
Vasishtha and Maharishi Sandipani, respoc-
tively, in Treta Yuga and Dwapara Yuga,
Teachers are thus sacrosanct.

Teachers, from ancient times, estab-
lished adeep and abiding tradition of hand-
holding, mentoring, and inspiring students
intheir pursuit of knowledge. Throughout

cial prejudices and stereotypes and lead
usonto a path driven by new technology,
progressive ideas and constitutional val-
ues, The Mational Education Policy recog-
nises this need, placing a strong emphasis
on teachers' training and development.
Capacity building for teachers at all levels
is a key focus area of the government. An
integrated teacher-training programme
NISHTHA at all levels for the teachers in
school education and the Malaviya
Mission Teacher Training Programme at
higher education level have been initiated
o improve the capacity of our teachers.
Aswe strive to build an aspirational India,
wie must also focus on nurturing aspira-
tional teachers who are equipped with the
skills and knowledge to prepare students
for the challenges of the future and build
global citizens.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
through his "Pariksha Pe Charcha”™ pro-
gramme, exemiplifies the essence of a true
educator, Like a teacher, he engages with
the studenits, offering valuable insights on

India's rich history, teac

a central and revered position. The gmat

s Com-
Pariksha Pe Charcha maove-

educators of our past understoc

formative potential of education. Swami
Vivekananda once said, “Education is the
manifestation of the perfection already in
man." This belief emphasises the idea that
teachers donot merely impart knowdedge:
they awaken the latent greatness within
each student, steering them towartds self-
realisation and enli

mentchampioned by Pri Modi
to unite students, parents, teachers, and the
broader community, creating an enwviron-
mentwhereevery child™s unique individu-
ality is celebrated, nurtured, and allowed
to Hourish,

‘While competition in educational pur-
5Uits is necessary, an overemphasis onit is

The impact of a teacher is immeasura-

conte tive, Teachers canwell guide
theeirstudents o follow the tenets of healthy

bile. In fact, she thesub-
tleand profound influence she exencises on
her students' lives. Asone scholaraptly puts
it,“Ateacher affects etemity; she cannever
tell where her |||.1'Ju|:m:t: stops.” Teachers

competition and avoid any kind of termpta-
tions and allurements, It is the responsibil-
ity of teachers to instil in students not just
academic excellence but also strength of
l:hmam:r ethics, perseverance, passion, and

These qualith the anchors

shape notonly hearts
and souls of our students, instilling values,
ethics, and a sense of purpose that endures
long after their formal learning years,
Today, as we celehrate Teachers” Day on
the birth anniversary of Sarvepalli
Radl\almshnan we are reminded of the

that help students navigate not just exams,
but the broader challenges of life.

In today's world, where commerciali-
sation often threatens the purity of educa-
tion, we must be cognisant of the inberent
strength of the guru-shishya paranpane.

Assembly, whi of the four teachers to-  This ancient tradition of mutual trust and
Constitution for the consideration of the wast nation-building. Radhakrishnan, a  respect between teacher and student has
Drafting Committee.” scholar, deeply time, but i remains

Five,a helpo “teachers should bethebest  the same even today,. New educational

wider conversations about the Constitution
and Indian democracy. Itwould kead to the die-
af avibrant public di that

s notonly intellectually engaging but also con-
tributes to the strengthening of democratic
politics in India. As Orhan Pamuk has ob-
“Real museurns are places where time

is transformed into space.” The Constitution

entwith thie future. Providing anopportunity
foryoung people toengage and interact with
the Constitution and its values would be the
best way to protect our rights and freedoms
and safeguand the future of the nation.

The 75th anniversary of adopting the
Comstitution of India offers the opportunity
for us to retrace our history, reimagine our
joumeys, and retell our stories to dream of a

minds inthe country”. No one can possibly
disagree withhim. His dedication toeduca-
tion and his belief in the power of teachers
toshape society areideals that continue to
inspire us today.

‘W stand at the precipice of a transfor-
mative era in education, driven by the
Mational Education Policy (NEP) 2020 This
policy recognises teachers as “transform-
ers”, emphasising their crucial role inshap-
ing children’s futures as well as the nation.
Itintroduces profound changes in teach-
ing, learning, and educational administra-
tion. The emphasis of the NEP on flexible
learning, interdisciplinary knowledge, mul-
tilingualism, technology, and inclusivity
heralds a new chapter in the learning
eCosystem. Today h.‘al:hl.‘TE are called upon

practices can and should blend with these
timeless values tocreate a harmonious and
effective learning emvironment.

s the saying goes, "No printed word
nor spoken plea can teach young minds
what they should be. Mot all the books on
allthl:' shtlw:s but what the teachers are

"Teachers, owm
lives and examples, teach us the most
wvaluable lessons that go beyond the class-
room and shape who we are as individu-
als, The task of realising the vision of a
Viksit Bharat greatly hinges on the shoul-
ders of our teachers.

On this Teachers' Day, | extend my
heartfielt thanks and profound gratitede to
all the teachers who have touched miy life,
l:numr@ym unknowvingly, Your influence

better future through the o it of a

tofocusc stll-

s and your impact ctemal.

Constitution Museum,

The writer is the foumding Vice Chancefor
af 0P jindal Glabal University (JGU) and the
Demnﬂam\ufﬁbbaﬂn’wsdmnucﬂu

est fr’s first Const
an its campus in Sonipat, Henena

chop
dents ensuring their social, emotional,
physical, and cognitive well-being. For
teachers, this is an onerous responsil

In the rapidly evolving landscape of
the 215t century, the role of teachers has
indeed become very crucial We need ed-
ucators who can steer us away from so-

May we continue to honour and suppurt
the teac
our future. Happy Teachers’ Day!

The writer is Minister of Education,
Government of indio.
Views expressed are personal

[t’s on women. Again

Introduction of pink seats by an airline normalises men’s misbehaviour

ADYA GOYAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LAW & ORDER ISSUE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Justice de-
layed” [ IE, September 4). It seems the idea
of "bulldoser justice” started in UP and
surrrwfm contributed to bringing CM

(N A BRITISH Airways fight from Lomdon to
Drelhiin 2021, had the misfortune of being
seated next to bwo White British men from
rural England travelling to India to work on
anoil rig project in Vizag. In the beginning,
the questions were reasonable: “Where are
wou from? What do you do? Where do you
study 7. After the flight ok off, and food
and drinks were served — [had my custom-
aryapple juice, the men, wine and whishkey
— the questions and the situation got worse,
As the men got progressively more drank,
courtesy questions were replaced by “Do
wou have a boyfriend ?", “fAre your parents
Forcing you to get married?” and "Don't they
dothat in India? | kept getting elbowed by
mistake". At some point, the alcohol wore
them down and they fell asleep. An airhost-
es5 hurried towvards me and apologised pro-
luscly for tlu: men's rowdy behaviour, cit-

around,

inge
I'was moved to an altemate seat and com-
forted with free chocolate and snacks,
This is only one instance of the kinds of
harassment womien face on a regular ba-
sis, whether during travel, at the work-
place, on the street, or even in one’s own
home, This is why when IndiGo rolled out
its new feature that allows women to see
where other women are seated (indicated

in pink) during web check-in, | lauded the
airline for its initiative.

But after reflecting more deeply, | re-
alised it was not =0 black-and-white, This
move, as espoused by the aidine itself isin
line with the company's #GirlPower cam-
paign. IndiGo has one of the highest per-
centages of female pilots across the world
and boasts of an over 44 per centworkforoe
that is female. From the outside, the airline
is anally, a champion of women' p

now can have it all — if only they want it.
The @nus is thus on women, as the

ment of men on flights, and public spaces
in general, is addressed, token “feminist”

“woraleer” sex, to emancipat

Giving women, in this case, the choice
of sitting next to other women, illustrates
this fact. Miost IndiGo seats are alreacly paid
ones, unless you choose to get assigned a
seat at random. As yet, there is no addi-
tional charge for women to avail the fea-
ture of being able to see where other

erment. But at the end of the day, itisa
profit-making enterprise. And, its profit-
maximising motive is most evident in this
move, which has been launched under the
guise of "celebrating” women, [t exempli-
fies the notion of what professor Catherine
Rottenberg termed *necliberal feminism”

In a 2014 article, Rettenberg analysed

women . But the option of choice
in itself may push more women to pay to
pick their seats away from men. This fea-
Tincentive

such as this one will only con-
tinue to place the blame on women. The
inherent masculinisation of public spaces
often makes them inhibiting for women.
From public transport to roads, parks and
even leisure spaces like restaurants and
dhabas, most public spaces are geared for
men, and hence, exclusionary. Something
as simple as moving to the side in an
elevator to make space for other people
ducs not naturally occur to men. The

ture then, canbean g
for them to pay theirway out of an uncom-
fortable experience of manspreading and
being forced to close into oneself for fear
of unwanted touching. Under the guise of
handmg WOITIET POWET, the airline is es-

former Meta COO Sheryl dberg's hook
Lean In and made a case for a new kind of
feminism that individualises empower-
ment: “Neoliberal feminism is predomi-
nantly concerned with instating a femindst
subject who epitemises ‘self-responsibil-
ity." and who no lenger demands anything
from the state or the government, or even
from men as a group.” Itis the idea that the
problem of gender inequality is nok struc-
tural butindividual

e | B |

sentially 1g the behaviour of men
and saying that if women want to escape
this, they have an option to do 5o, Safety is
your right, of course, bt only as long as you
can shell out the maney! The fact of hav-
ing to pay for a seat with the implicit idea
that we can now buy safety shifts the bur-
denof responsibility on women — yet again
individualising what is, in essence, a
SYStemic issue.

Uniless the misbehaviour and entitle-

ture is intentionally invasive
and imposing where women are meant to
feel uncomfortable.

The idea of neoliberal feminism does
not take into account these s barri-
ors that women face in accessing public
spaces. IndiGo's policy has further ad-
vanced the narrative of *men will be men”
and hence, women must adjust. [n this
case, women must adjust by choosing to
be cloistered with other women to feel safe
inaclosed environment. 5o that next time,
in case of any untoward incident, the re-
sponse is, "0h! But she should have cho-
sen to sit next to a woman,”

g r

It seems o benow
cmu]atrd by other states as well.
Huowever, this retributive way of justice
and its blatant use also cocked a snook
atthe That the judiciary hatl

TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE
THIS REFERS TO the report, Bengal Bill
onrape: Death, woman officer-led probe’
(IE, September 4). This is too little, boo late
from the Bengal CM. The bill comes af-
ter numerous incidents of sexual vio-
lenoe and protest. The bill isa reactive po-
litical move. Further, it has not received
du‘pn:sldcnr’s asscm‘y!:r It may meet
Maharashtra Shakti

now stepped in, is welcome, but if the
ruling parties feel that it lends them a
toughimage and fetches them electoral
dividends, they would still be averse to
dioing away with it, irmespective of the
apex court’s ohservations. Ironically, itis
also a telling commentary on our tardy
process of law.

Vijai Pant, Hempur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Justice de-
layed" (IE, September 4. The bulldozer
has been all over the place, riding
roughshod over laws, rubes and proce-
dures — espedially in BJP-ruled states.

Eill or the Andhra Disha Bill. What we

need are hasic societal changes to shift

our attitudes towards sexual violence,
Swarnava Mitra, Kolkara

IN OUR INTEREST

THIS REFERS TOthe article, Friends with
benefits'(1E, September 4) India's fruit-

withthe of
the South China Sea is crucial fn:lm a
strategic point of view. These countries
control the passage of the Strait of
Malacca, through which Chinese naval
paraphernalia passes to the Indian

Sul:hmc"rtﬁl:lan u(“' Ocean, The visitof th Piand
avengeful ploy to er-  the P recently,
umwmmunml:s.'l'lu: Supn:mc Court PMNan:ndﬁ Mndlswsltmﬂmnuand
prop lay down g o of
vithil drcscommtnssasalhcs Besides, India’s
the legal ambit. The lofencroach-  efforts

ments ought to be a year-round activity,

A pick-and-choose policy will only em-

bolden violators from the majoraty.
Kholkan Das, Kolkata

bitof China's Beit and Road initiative are

orucial to contain its expansion, which

would ultlmabdy pasc a threat toIndia.
Lucknow

epaper.indianexpressicom IIBN
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

AN UPWARD TICK

World Bank raises India's growth forecast, but points to
challenges on the export front, They need to be addressed
HEWORLD BANK! dits forecast
date, pegging growth at 7 per cent thi up P

per cent, While the revised wly clays after g
mmﬂm:m:cmnmmwﬂ E.?mmnln:m ﬁmquamr.lnu:rmn:h'

helnd .
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WornDLY WISE
HEAVEN GOES BY FAVOUR. [F 1T WENT
BY MERIT, YOU WOULD STAY OUT AND YOUR DOG
WOULD GO IN, — Mark TwAlN

The world’s unborn soul

PrRATAP BHANU MEHTA

Old faiths have dissolved, what has taken their place is
more precarious — S Radhakrishnan speaks to our time

ON OCTUBERZU 1936_ S-\tvcpall: mm-
i asthe

Mckued Spalding Professor ul’ E.mcrn
Religaenn and Etbries at the Unive rsity ef Oxfored,
The Jecture entitled “The World's Unborn
Sl seermis as rischa tract for our times as it
did for his. The world Radhakrishnan de-
seribes I8 awacld of feversh energy, chaotie

ivity. But it is also

R i 7l pu:mﬂv" I s in line wi activity,
July il el E i ik, el ‘Mnhdh\nrkwlh-td confronting an abyss: Morally confused,
7 per cent, The Askan Deve Hank wracked with uncertainty, and no sense of

growth .u?permn_ while the RBI has pegged smwnhmbcsn.lm]mlly higher ax 72 per
cent. Projections lny most other mlmsmm‘mlym:mrm

where all the political el ps were gotng to fall
The blgw.-n dlsqulﬂ stems from the fact
that,as rich s asin

The Bank (pects private consump
— consumption grew at 7.4 per cent n the ﬂmquwraﬂtrwlng atd per cent kst year,
A snnd MOS0 aﬂtrhatymn El Nino induced deficient rainfall season .mdlhc heat-
wve should el it ||ruu| il .
However, it expectsa slightd

and as

{ ity of fate, He writes "For the first
mv.-In:hchlmnlwplwlh:nh.ﬂ:lum
hawe become one whale, eachand every part
of which Is affected by the fortunes of every
ather. Scence and technology, without aiming

growth
of gove mment capital cxpcndmm' But there is reason bn Iwuptllrustl:m:hcmun-
try's medium-term p Bank growth to average 6.7 per cent over
2025-27, whllctthMchpem growthtobe aruum! [ Spcm:nlmrmc et few years,
The report's anabysis of India’ It highlights that
the country has not been able to take advantage of the export space bclng vacated by
China In low-skill manufacturing, with others like Bangladesh and Vietnam being the
“primary beneficiaries of China's shrinking market share”. Both countries have a larger
share in exports of apparel, leather, textiles, and footwear, Others that have benefited
from China's loss in global exports are Pedand, Germany and France. Part of the problem
can be traced to high tariff and non-tariff barriers — as per the Word Trade Organisation,
Iredlia's average tarklT{ most & A nati the past decach 1 i high
than mnstui nmmpctlmmenthm s the issue u(cmpluymmt As exports nrbuh

Y has risen

at this result, have achieved the unity,
Economic and political phcwmm.\ are In-
ly Impasing on us the obligat
lmtthcmm.lsamtumws.\mllmd
commere is international, political fortunes
ane interdependent.” Yot the forms of politi-
cal organisation we inhabit, the consciousness
wecrnibody inourdaily lves, the identities we
give allegiance to, are still structured in ways
ke us oblivious o this obious fact,

As he writes, “the sense that mankind
mast become a community is still a casual
whim, a vague aspiration, not generally ac-
u-pmia;.mna:luuaItmlnranurgmlprm-
the tovfee the dignity of

more skill intensive, the rep ates that both

dmlwlndlm cmplnymrn: n-l.wd mcxpnr:sh.\shllcn I the recent Union budpet,

thefi i However, more needs to
be done, The steps mwd;wmmlam need tobe rcuersm. tarilf and non-tariff bar-
riers need tobe recuced. Alongside, the gover i worh Is entering into

more free trade agreements, and seck deeper integration with global value chains.

IN HER NAME

West Bengal's anti-rape law is a knee-jerk reaction to public
outrage. Dismantling cultures of misogyny needs harder work
EARLY A MONTH after the rape and murder of a trainee doctor in Kolkata's
REG Kar Medical College and Hospétal, the Aparajita Woman and Child {West
Bengal Criminal Laws and Amendment | Bill 2024 was passed unanimously
by tlu' 'Mc;t Bengal Assembly, The proposed legislation includes death
penalty for the ininstances when the assault kills o leaves the vie-
thm in a vegetative state, and death urillc:mprlsnnmcnt withaut parole for other cate-
ortes of rape convicts. It 1 A within 21 days from the o,
of the FIR and trials wlmln V] d.m.mtl that women officers bead these investigations,
M Mamata B | that the Bill eri 'pluuthc lonphnlc;tlmcxlatmhc
central legislation”. Bumalm pen | and a po-
litical expediency that does not muunlacutcm.\ccthc hard work of challengging pa-
triarchy across social and political instinutions,

‘While the imolvement of female officers in the investigation and the emphasis on
protecting the privacy and dignity of the survivor during the trial process are laudable,
stricter Laws have rarely mace up foreuleures of misogyny. Between 2018 and 2022, con-
viction rates for rape rcm.uncd around 28 per cent, according to NCRE data, For most sur-

vivors, asyster urwm-
Mic:w.mmﬂwm itutional challenges to due p including | mmw
dicial aquality | 1t S -lln- I\t i I

lel:l!c drmmlwemlwmusmlm Fullmqmu;rlm 20I2 Dclhl g.zngrapc.:hcjuylm
Is.h 1od Ci W lsnolthe

dorals P Y " aredl a plrnamination af e id

nrmamlllnllywnwladm:d I:y |iml|!ﬁ| amlrsw:hc state. It I\.ul.\fgucd tlu: |t
wonld be a regress Ity for pape even where
ment is restricted to the r.m:stul rm'mcs

Ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha el tdead narth " had

it ipand the call o a com-

mmdmy N:lrmw (4] brllm abnu: human

W=
Hitical ach | |abortive. The
i b i Tires our

Eare anch ho we think of our identities was a
recipe for disaster.
The mndthcmcﬂlmlngthmuuh tlu'

gm .1ml uutluuka an Ilir The Icrhm' is

W look to the state for
justice, But, ultimately, the
state is a power that devours
everything, As he writes, The
state which is the most
powerful organisation is least
hampered by inner scruples
orouter checks, Manin the
communiey is at least half
civilised, but the state is still
primitive, essentially a huge
breast of prey. We have o
strong pulblic opinion, or
effective international law to
restrain the predatory seate
T Iw m:ml dangerous

is nationalisim,

depth, but also bigotry and religious fanati-
cisim; the Renaissance restored a senseof froe
ereativiey. The spirit of free inguiry unleashed
by the Enlls,htenment paves the way !ur

Sowheredowe tum? Thereare two hints
of adirection, The first is openness, He writes,
“The great perbods of human history are
rmarkeed by avddespread acoess of spiritual vi-

thedig-
nity ol the individ ual also transforms into
mewements foreconomic justice. Thishistory
iselaguenthytold, even though s aselective
lwuly mtsuh\wdhyﬂmuﬂncsuhla
m alsorun

Vv
tures with foreign influences. If we take
Judaism, we find that Abraham came from
Mesapotamia and joseph and Moses lrom
Egypt. Later, Jucaism shows the influence of
Hellenism, Asta Minor and Egypt exercised

the

ments have made the modern world, and all
of these gains have to be maintained.

Tt while old faiths have dissobved, what
s pust in thelr place is far more precarious, and
in some cases more dangerous, Our sense of
self is more fragile, We increasingly tumn to
therapy for seli-maintenance. As he writes,
*The bong-starved powers of the soul reassert
their claims and shift the foundations of our
e, The weak, the wounded, and the over-
strained souls turn to psychoanalysis which
deals with the problemsof the soul, under the

opment. The creative genbus of the medieval
warld came from Pabestine.” And in a swipe
asalna: Eum—«:mlam e writes, “Nowe that

whaole waorkd for our cultural base,
mc pms;ul'mwy and traindng in clas-
shes cannot cease with Bstening to the volees
of Isaiah and Paul, Socrates and Cicero. That
would be an academic error, a ilure of per-
spective. There are others also whao have par-
ticipated in the supreme adventure of the
ages, the proghets of Egypt, the sages of China,
and the seers of India, who are guide- puu:a

E [prestige dischosil mus thrmuru: of the trail,
ence.” But the political manifestati fthe  whole At rk "
crisis ane more dangerous, The first, moreofa  phrase owrite,

mixedd bag, is the growing power of the state,
W look to the stabe for justice. But, ulti-
mmlf the smt i a power that devours
ything. As | he writes, m mh: which s

the mast p ham-
pered by inner scruples or outer checks, Man
in the community i at least hall civilised, but
the state is still primitive, essentially a huge
beast of prey, We have no strong pulsic opin-
o, or effiective international Law to restrain
the predatory state.” The most dangerous
Fhrbumptrunl. A ey

nations is old, but in the modern world it
codonises all spaces, becomes the ultimate
source of meaning. He writes, "Nations have
become mysterious symbols to whose pro-
st e rally as savages to fetishes " 5o, the
paradox of the medern age: The rational

The second hint is this. The core problem
is that we confuse the Self with the Ego, and
it ks the Ego that derails all ideals, The only

ing ol spiritualiey” isth inguishi

of the Ego, But the route to this ks an engage-
ment with the Self, not ancther ideology. As
T writes, “The soul that has found itsellis no
longer corsclous of itself in its isslation. Those
who are anxious to live in peace with their
awn species and all life will not find it possi-
ble to ghoat over the massacres of large num-
bers of men simply because they do not be-
long to their race or country, Dur normal
attitudes to other races and nations are no
more than artificial masks, habits of thought
and feeling, sedulously cultivated by long
practice in dissimulation.”

Aswe honour Radhalerishnan on Teachers'

s will . rlmn:lmerd Indl\a‘dual wumlcmmnd Day, we might 2 weell reacl i, not in the
strive for meani hhalsatk Illmlit: tion with nations is disguiet,  spiritof anati hisorthattra-
an achbevernent of sorts in this journey. In the old, but in the modern world meurmludu.ﬂmmlun lerwrit chitiisn, bt b an o el trying
context of the'West, Greeks were the fontof a it colonises all spaces, the power of a predatory state, the age that its yet unbom soul,
ereative waorldly empiieism; Remans a font become I il X = &spmmi wlth«:lu;lon I11Is Irwlm aneven
for secular k. Chrfstianity beought an incan- PERDENES the UTEMALE SOUTCE more and raciali Theewriter is a contribting editor;
descent sense of transcendence and inner of meaning, religion: Nationalism. The Indian Express

TD iCT
DON"T DISCONNEC
Overemphasis on rest can slow down the work of the nation
VASUNDHARA SHANKER
WITH THE ONSET of the pandemic, the DEAR E[)IT()R, but also mone mothvated.” the right to profession emvisaged as a funda-

global workforce was thrust into.a new work
ervironment: Working from the comfort of
theeir homes, This shift made the transition
back ter full-time office work a significant
challenge for many.

The dractiam Express recenthy wiote an edi-
toral in favour of the Right to uxnnnml.m

I DISAGREE
A fortnightly column in
which we invite readers to
tell us why, when they
differ with the editorial

xﬂmd in Australia ("Right to di
st 30, While the concept of and allaup-
parting arguments has gained significant trac-
tion worldwide, culminating in lcuislatm
In several countries globally, it's a

leen of the centrality of “nar shakel” mtlwlmwnul India, Yet, tlmvcmalm an inher-

plwnmmmn wh.uh:ul.lld pmmlalnr curh

ent lack of understanding of what women want and need: Not political playbooks that
counter outrage with populist solutions but safe spaces at home and outside; not
whataboutery about issues of women's safety but public infrastructures that do not in-
visibilise or hem them in; not a lack of accountability but cqual opportunities, Stricter

growth, Il COTKCHTYY

smhaslmlu‘rhr‘luﬂnmmwmm ad-

vascates for anemployees” right to"disconmect

from wark-related eommunications outside

o afficial working hours”, which candull the
hat b hreakih P

punishment and harder laws are quick-fix solutions, Peeling olf layers of patriarchy in
everyday governance is the much harder but far more cruclal taske.

WHO’S A CLEVER DOG?

Their intelligence, including ability to store object names in
long-term memory, has to do with their relationship to humans
HOHAS A tail that never stops wagging, ears that perk up at the men-
thon of a walk or chicken, and a brain that can remember the names
of toys, years after those toys get lost and jor chewed up and thrown
out? As those who have spent any time with one would attest, the
goad bays and girls of the world — doggos and puppers, as they are known on the inter-
et — are alsovery clever boys and girs, Astudy at the Eotvos Lorand University in Hungary
hixs found that dogs can store up to a doaen object names in their long-term memory,
correctly ientifying toys that they have nat seen in two years.

For ists, this is ||llu||m\ru||u| muldlmdwaslrmrumlcrmnd-
Ingged the parts of the b A evalution of language, given
the connection bebween long-term memary and linguistic skills, The fact that dogs are
capable of such feats of memary — on top of their incredible emotional intelligence and
ability to “read” humans — alse opens up greater possibilities for their deployment as
service and emotional support animals, a;\-wllas:n u'.mh.md rescue operations,

Dags, of course, are not b thedr | Al —u:lwrapmcs.
ke ;qulm*l&u::uplratsand{m;,mum“ k 1 prokb g skills and
the ability to retrieve infi ! Wh k in-

tedligence special, however, is tlmlmmmhm developed as a response to the chose,
millennia-long relationship between dogs and humans. In other words, it is because of
dumrstn ation that pupplra c\-cn whcn :hcy rc mm' wecksuld. are bct:crat under-
st i lllﬂ

likee where the treats are hndden Immanaum.prMaps.dalm some credit for the in-
telligence of their Furry companions, But dogs’ seemingly unending store of love and loy-
alty? That's entirely down to thedr o sehes.

Py | BN |

el [ B |

in economies where innovation and rapid
progress are critical

Husthe culture, with its ethos of constant
striving, hard work, and the reenthess pursuit
of success, has been both celebrated and erit-
betsed in equal measure, perhaps because of
s mistaken meaning. Hustle culture sa nat-
ural extension of human ambition, a reflec-
ton of our intrinsic drive for growth and
achievemnent, Critics have oftentimes labelled
hastle culture s a concept that could be po-
tentially detrimental o one's mental health,
putting forth the argument as stated by the
au:lmr:lu “Mbit of rest and diversion notonly

I WS COvETage
of The Indian Express’

The icea of disconnecting
from work is perhaps
counterintuitive ina country
where work is not just a
means to an end but a source
of identity, pride, and
purpose. In the long run, this
approach could lead wo a
decline in national
prosperity, as reduced work
hours might diminish the
capacity for sustained

i devel

P and creative,

‘While this statement is appealing at first
glance, itoversimplifics the complex dynam-
iesof work, productivity, growth and motivi-
tion. Experiments like those in leeland are
eften touted as proof that reduced work
hours leads to happier, more productive
waorkers; a closer examination would defi-
nitely reveal significant Raws in this argu-
ment especially when there is a broader ap-
plication of such findings to diverse

mcml right cnshrlned in thc Cunstl:mlun.

dividual's life, akin 1o their right to equality
and Kife, This fundamental right not only al-
ltmln:lwl:luals mclmcthﬁrmﬂlun I:m

placed

onhard \mﬂ:.ﬂmblllun and the pursuitof ex-
cellence.In this mnm thee
mdnmnm: “'m.wnm

economiccontexts, such as theyoung Indian— ing and professional growth, nruluctlun:n
v " H el Je lnaclto.ashower paceafde-
Countries like leeland are unique, with a wsupmm and atimlsislmdcapmlu e
ln];h mncmtr.um urpwlk-mmpba that
affore o take,
tksandummbcmmmmdmlndla.mthm m-dmul'dlmm'tlnu(mm wark |5
Arowing ntuitive ywhere

:qustncs which thrive and sumlnu«hlgh
perlarmance, To feeus overwhelmingly on
Jeisure can sometimes overloak the fact that
weark can be a prefound source of satisfaction
and well-being and be deeply mm!lng

work Is nest just a means to an end but a
souiree of identity, price, and purpose, In the
long run, this approach could lead to a de-
cline in natlonal prosperity, as reduced work
huum m:uht :I:mlnlallthc capacity for sus-

I s equally ericlal to ack Ige that
hum.m; are not mm:w seeking Irlau:’: and
-

¥
ton.and die “hbed r

long-lasting happiness Excess focus on Irlm
"

wmic develdop widening the
chasmof divide & developed and fast
developing nations,

Instead of advocating for “the rest of the
WH tocatchup®,amore nuanced appm\:h

shows down g workers
while high- prrinrmmpmh'smllswil al-
mnlwmbeunmmpnl the kadder,

led — ane that ises the impor-
nn:euflunlwk.mb:tlun .w.lsumlw

amlfh.mt advanu-mcn:a and lnnrmunns
e come i

focus and long hours were the nomm, Inlm

Thewiriter s managing partnerof Vir
Lirgga, fonmicler af Code Cabrfnnd}amﬂmz

SEPTEMBER 5, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

No Room To Move

ASUPREME COLIRT jucge has been forced tor

stay in a Delhi guest house for the pan(;:r
s following the disinclination of a for-

Raoof the majority support in the 204-mem-

ber House, “It is people's victory in ssving
democracy,” the deposed Andhira Pradesh
chief minister, N'T Rama Rao, said about the

mer minkster's family tovacate the bungalow
allotted to the judge as official residence. After
his transfer from the Jammu and Kashmir
High Cuun Justice IO|.1I|d h.m m.ulemc Wi

AP ASSEMBLY
THEANDHRATRADESH egiat -

I the Assemibly,

HIGH PRIESTS" DEMANDS

THE WITHDRAWAL OF the Army from the
Golden Temple and a halt to “kar seva™ by
Santa Singh are among the three conditions
set out by the five head priests to cancel the
%r:puscd |n.|m'1|lbnll|ﬂli'r_nplc unqmls.e:_ 1.

prember 11 totest the

claim admnm!bymlc(wnlam N Bhaskara

epaper. indlnnexpre‘om | | B |

feturn to Pun]ab' mcyamm:d. Tln:).I said
that their ake out the

not pelitical.

RENT CONTROL

THE ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATION reforms
commission (EARC) headed by L K Jha says
that the tenant is “overprotected” by the rent
controd legistathon as it stands in the coun-
try Inits 11 th report on rentcontrol, the EARC
says that a law to protect the weak can be-
eome an instrument of exploitation in the
hands ul’:hcatmns Itcnt:umrul in actual

autharity of the SGPC asthe third condit
“IF these terms were accepted, peace could

p t the "haves”
against the “have nots”,



