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A comprehensive review

G5T Council must consider all aspects

he group of state finance ministers (GoM), led by Bihar Deputy Chief

Minister Samrat Chaudhary, formed to recommend measures for ratio-

nalising the structure of goods and services tax (GST), is reported o

have finalised its recommendations, induding significant adjustments
tov thie tax rates of 148 items. However, some of the recommendations, as reported
by this newspaper, are not in the dght direction. In this regard, it isworth recalling
why the process is being undertaken. There are at least two big reasons, First, the
system has underperformed over the years, partly because of premature rate
reduction. Last ll.nmcln] year, tax collection, including the compensation cess,
wans roighl tothe rover xd in the pre-GST period from taxes
subsumed into the GST structure. The potential was much higher.

Second, the compensation cess, which was to be collected only in the first
five years after GET came, was extended to repay the loans raised to compensate
states for the revenue loss during the pandemic. Onee loan repaymment is completed
next financial year, collection will stop unless legal adjustments are made. Another
GoM is looking into this aspect. The GST Council would dowell to make changes
after discussing the recommendations of both the GoMs to minimise disruption.
The Council's primary objectived ing the broader rationalisation exercise
should be to move to a revenue-newtral rabe while simultaneously reducdng the
numbser of tax slabs. The Ministry of Finance has informed Padiament that the
average GST rabe in 2023-24 was 116 per cent. The revenue-neutral rate, sugrested
by an expert committee at the time of GST implementation, was 15-15.5 per cent.
A lower average tax rate has affected revenue mobilisation,

Although the full set of recommendations of the GoM on rate rational isation
is not known, the reported suggestions don’t seem to be following the broad prin-
ciple, It has been reported that the committee intends to recommend a new slab
of 35 per cent for items such as tobaceo products and serated drinks, This would
increase the number of slabs, Further, it intends to recommend taxing textile
items at different rates, depending on their price. There are similar recommenda-
tions for other products as well. This is likely to complicate the tax structure further
and increase disputes in terms of input credit. The GoM seems to be aiming tw
miake the GST system progressive. However, there are limits to achieving this in
the indirect tax structure.

The idea should be to simplify the structure, This will increase compliance
and reduce disputes. That will not only improve the ease of doing business, par-
ticularly for small businesses, but also help increase revenue. The Council should
not repeat the mistales that are plaguing the taestructune, Motably, the government
has also informed Parlisment that while tax collected at different rates cannot be
calculated, estimates show 70-75 per cent of GST collection came from the 18 per
cent slab last finanmcial year. The 12 percent slab yielded 5-6 per cent. Merging the
12 per cent slab into the 18 per cent slab thus should kead to minimal disruption.
More such possibilities should be explored and evaluated. Overall, it is important
for the Council to examine all relevant information to simplify the GST structurne,
That will benefit all stakeholders, including the government. The opportunity to
address the shortecomings in the indirect tax structure should not be missed.

Strengthening cooperatives

Building capacity will increase opportunities
ver since cooperatives became kegal entities in India in 1904, member-
owned enterprises have worked towards enabling marginalised com-
nities to secure livelihoods and participate in the sconomy. Members
pool resources to derive shared benefits and create institutions that
empower local communities. In this context, a recent report released by Primus
Partners, aconsulting firm, does well to look at thesector's potential to fued growth
in India. The report suggests that cooperatives can create up to 55 million direct
jobs and 56 million self-employment opportunities by 2000, Their impact on gross
domestic product is expected to be 3-5 per cent by 2.(110 nndc'v:nw:paslﬁpcr
cent when both direct and self- oppor are
The data from the National Cooperative Datsbase shows of the more than
800,000 cooperatives in the country, around 41 per cent are in the primary
sector, particulary in agriculture and allied activities. These include dairy coop-
eratives, pnm.nry sgricultural credit societies (PACS), fishery, livestock and
poultry coope , and ag g o Nearly 20 per cent of
the cooperatives operate in the credit sector, including PACS, cooperative banks,
and credit as well as thrift socicties. In this sense, cooperatives are an important
inatitutional mechanism toaugment farm ineomes and dispense credit to people
who may not otherwise have access to them, thereby addressing the twin prob-
lems of rural indebtedness and poverty. However, despite this huge potential,
limitations are holding back cooperatives. The report suggests that they face
problems, including inadequate capacity building, both human capital and
institutional capacity; technology and market access challenges; and financing
constraints. This sector is currently plagued by a low adoption of technodogy
and ageneral aversion to digital transformations, limiting acoess to digital bank-
ing and online markets. Moreover, 40 per cent of the PACS lie defunct, implying
that many of the rural poor are still cut out of banking. Problems related to mar-
keting and branding products, coupled with governance and regulatory chal-
lenges, further lower their chances of success.
At this juncture, it is critical to extend support to cooperatives for their long-
term su.nrlvul and sustainability. Accordingly, as the report suggests, introducing
ining for members of ¢ ives, equipping them with computers
and digital mubul.c-hanhng solutions, mandating maintenance of digital records,
and taking them on board as sellers in online will help a great deal.
In this regard, the National Council l'u(CnDpl:rathmlmng is developing courses
and targeted training pr ustry practices, helping
cooperatives stay competitive and miormcd The sector should also mould its
compensation structuresuitably toattract talent. The gpovernment has also under-
taken multiple initiatives to strengthen the cooperative sector. These include
unveiling the world's largest grain storage facility, distributing Rupay Kisan Credit
Cards tocooperative members at relatively Jow interest rates, relaxing expansion
and lending norms for cooperative banks, and formulating 8 new Mational
Cooperative Policy, which is set to be launched in the coming months. Clearfy, to
keep up with the changing times, cooperatives need 1o adopt technology and
build capacity.
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Demography without
aTFR obsession

We should be seeking solutions to falling birth rates through means
otherthan just exhorting women to have more children

versince politiclans and public intellectuals inger-

nalised the truth embedded in the statement

“demography s destiny”, they have been trying
to roll back the tide. In Europe and America, they have
tried to do this by focusing on restricting illegal kmimi-
gration, which is impacting their demography, and in
India, we think it ks all about ralsing the total fertility
rate (TFR). ATFR of around 21 live births perwoman is
considered ideal to

s niot that you cannot Influence private behaviours by
instituting & reasonable system of incentives and penal-
ties, but that focusing too much on that alone will ult-
mately be counterproductive. Conslder how much
damage was done by the Iahe ::a‘nln) Gandhi’s forced
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their populations in line with the national goal until
recently. the goalposts have now changed. In terms
of fal.llng TFRs, they are actually und.erperfonﬂers
the nation needs. Th try's TFR-
based “demographic dividend” Is coming from the
Hindi belt, not the South. It ks the North that must be
rewarded for keeping the country's TFR flag flying.
Fourth, the real problem Inc‘hanging demography
s th it canses if most
deficit is met by immigration from culrures that are
allen to the host country or society. That is what
needs tackling, So, what is one driving at? Simple. It
Is foolish to fight demographic trends at the level of
family decisions alone. 1t is better to take declining
‘TFRs as a given and focus on what needs to be done.
‘When it comes to retaining more Lok Sabha seats,
the South would be better off inviting more permanent
settlers from the Hindi belt and encowrsging them to
learn Tamil or Telugu so that the migrants can merge
more seamlessly with local culture. This is a Bar more
realistic goal than trying to Incentivise TFRs. though
there s no harm in making the state more family-,
women- and child-friendly. That can never be wrong.
Countries and sta.tes with [alling TFRs shouh:l
seel more [n nd by
that cater to an older pD]:luJatI.cm T hey can consider
ralsing retirement ages for government and private
secml staff while also promoting higher savings rates

sterilisation p ‘when

life. Penslons cannot be exces-

population gmwth was con!l.d.e:ed a huge problem.

sive when me number of new contributors is shrink-

‘The real problemn was not population, but nad
od production. Onece the Green Revolution took off,

In October, the chief ministers of Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu fretted about falling TFRs in thelr two
states, and indicated that they may Incentivise families
to produce more children. According to data from the
latest National Family Health Survey and other reparts,
while Tamil Nadu has a TFk of L8, Andhra has 1.5
Elhar leads the table with a massive
TFR of 3, while Uttar Pradesh and
Jharkhand figure lower at 24 and 2.3,

Indicating that even In parts of the
populous Hindi belt, rates are falling.

A few days ago, the Rashtriya -y
Swayamsevak Sangh chief, Mohan
Bhagwat, ralsed the same isue and
suggested that women should opt to
have three children. Though he did
not spacifically say so, he was probably
referring to the relatively low TFRs
among Hindus compared to Muslims.

For the southern states, which will
lose Lok Sabha seats after the next
Census and delimitation exercise, mising birth rates
seems like a priority. It not golng to work, for women
may not choose to have maore children just wo recetve
some Incentives or for political reasons. Birth rates start

BEYOND IDEOLOGY
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the population problem also became less worrsomse,
‘Today, just becanse we think the opposite ks the prob-
lem, it does not mean we are going to be any mone suc-
cessful We must focus more on the solutions to depop-
ulation, rather than fixating on ralsing TFR levels.

Here are several reasons why trying to control
demography by tangeting TFRs may
not work too well. It may also lead
to more soclal tensions,

First, If a government incentlvis-
8, say, move births per woman, what
I= the possibility that the message
will resonate more with the better-
off sections than with the poor or
[legal immigranes? Do we want the
poor to have maore children, or the
rich, given that it Is the latter who
can afford to provide their progeny
‘with a good start in 1ife?

Second, trying to influence TFRs

becanse & state may lose Lok

Sabha seats (in proportion, if not in absolute terms)
the Constitut

Ra‘lsir\gs.ealsfursomecﬂegm’lesmx! pcupswhenrheh

sham 1n the pupulatlun rses. The reserved seats fior SCs

d from 7o to 84 and 41 to 47 in the

onomi inc wormen

receive good quality education and take up jobs, As
one's economic situation improves, the cost of ralsing
children also rises disproportionately, as schoolingand
healthcare costs poom. So, merely recefving cash boms-
esormare matemity leave [s not gofng to cut it for thenn,
Politicians and social sclentists think they have the
tools to dictate or incentlvise human behaviour, but
outside coenclve states like Mao's China or Pol Pot's
Cambaodia. they have no such power. The short polnt

Ing, and this 5 pensions for staff
and the armed forces. Governments can also, selec-
tively, encourage more automation to help senior
cltizens cope with their needs when there are fewer
children around to take care of them.

The real issue is the rate of demographic change,
espectally through immigration. which brings social
Instability and unwanted tensions. Staves would be
wise to dump the old liberal attitude to immigration
and focus on regulating it They should insist that
people migrating from other cultures should com-
pulsorily adapt and learn the culture of the host
country. In Denmark, if you are seeking citizenship
by naturalisation, you have to know the language
and the culture of the country. You also have to
declare allegiance and loyalty to Denmark and
Danish society, and follow fundamental Dandsh val-
ues, Including Danish democratic norms,

In India, where the majority community fears
efforts by religious groups to convert Hindus, one
condition for allowing immigrants in should be that
they do not engage In any conversion activity and
respect Hindu culture and values. New immigrants
cannot be allowed to form ghettoes where they live
a5 separate cultural lslands — this is what creates
the separatist mindset. Also, work permits without
ultimate citizenship rights can be liberalised to allow
fior the natural Aow of labour from low-wage coun-

L.okhahmbasedontmllrlslr@dmemn jon

in the 2001 Census. If this |s acceptable, opposing an

increased share for Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, or Jharkhand

based on the same logic Is faulty. The interests of the

southern states can be protected by ather means — sy,
e tihlonal

oy

oeg [
Third. if southern politiclans have long claimed
demographic virtue by arguing that they controlled

tries to high

Demography may be deaﬂn}' bt the solutions
do not lle in asking women to sacrifice more than
they already have. Not in a country where the burden
of ralsing & family has fallen heavily on their shoul-
ders, and they are anly now beginning to taste the
Arst whiff of freedom and independence.

The author s a senior fournalist

EU-CBAM: The way forward

eveloping countries face a disproportionate
Impact from dlimate change, desplre belng his-
torically least responsible for it They are equal -

tiations, does not align with such unilateral applica-
tion of measures. Moreover, It goes againss the splrit
u[the "Enabling Clause" and Part IV of the General
on Tariff and Trade (GATT) titled “Trade

vitiated by developed
munnl.es ‘with transborder developmental conse-
guences. The Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism
(CHAM) ia one such measure that the

and. Development,” which include provisions for
granting exemptlons to LDCs and providing speclal
and | treatment to

developmental pursults of most developing nations.

Incorporating poor countries’ developmental aspira-

tons becomes even mone critical in the backdrop of

mlnl.mal armosphericspace left to accommodate car-
Parls A

The CEAM in the present form would have s dis-
tributional impact. Firsthy, many developing countries
would lose their competitiveness in products of their
genuine competitive advantage: secondly, the

1 for target
ufhmld:glen}pemminneasewltmniorudegmﬁ
Celsius above pre-industrial levels. In order to meet

the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) set by the Unived Nathons by
2030, equity-based development at all
I.e\nel!koﬂmlnl Impartance.
economies of least developed
countries (LDCs) are fragile, with Hitle
diversification and shall ow export bas-
kets, Many LIDCs export & substantial
share of thelr geods to the EL, with

s uild Aow from the poor countries to devel -
oped ones (EU) because of the mandate to buy cer-
tificates by imparters inthe EU from year 2026; thirdly,
several developlng countries would
losi revenue because they lack capac-
Ities. to put together sn Indlgenuus

ucts are covered in the Arst tranche of the regulation,
with more tobe included over time. Similar regulations
are being considered in other developed countries.
‘Therefare, the Global South must unite to address thelr
curmulative impact.

‘Omithe firm bevel. the CHAM should not be applied
to small-scale enterprises upto a certain level of pro-
d.uctbn value, Hand-holding of small and medium

T W EOVEITIMEnts | ry o meet
tl\e CHAM requirements. The revenue earned by the
EU through CBAM should also be used to mitdgate
climate change impacts, primarily in poor and dievel-
oping countries,

Insome countries, including India, the internal tax
on Fossl fuels s already very high. Fossil fuels’ taxes
should be included in the calculation of carbon price
nthe country of origin. Almernath-'ely the government:

ducted on the Turkish economy con-
cludes that ifsome proactive measures
onenergy-eficlency are taken, thecar-

these exports often concentrated in bon border tax can increase private
product areas covered by the CBAM, and sockal welfare by improving eco-
which constitute a significant portion RAIEEV KHER & nomic gains and environmental and
ofthelr gross domestic product [bJJlJ} ANSHUMAN GUPTA health conditions (Acar ef al. 2021).

For example, nearly 60 per cent of

Mozamblgue’s and Hpama(dam‘bda'stma] exports
to the EU consist of CHAM-covered commedities. In
2003, Morambique's CRAM-covered expoits accounted
for approximately & per cent of its GDP, with over 50
per cent of its total aluminium exports destined for the
ELL India also exports a significant share of CBAM-
covered goods tothe EU, comprising abaout 11 per cent
of its total expoets to the reglon.

The stated objective of tha CBAM s to arvest car-
bon leakages the EU Is experencing ever since it
started its cap-and-trade programme in 2005
However, from an equity perspective, the CBAM in
ts current format s not the best method to deal with
the carbon leakage problem, The fundamental prin-
ciple of Commaon but Differentiated Responsibility
and Respective Capacities (CBDR-RC), which forms
the bedrock of all international environmental nego-

Many developing countries lack
the capacl.l) and c'apahult) to deslgn and implement
effectiv 1emes, and cor-

matket mecha could adopt & to address the
enues for green transftion. CBAMCE gz fiossdl hthe
©m the positive side, a study con-  potentlal carbon price. | l‘fdsappmschmhelplmem]n

Ing the iIntemational competitiveness of the affected
products. India needs to Include petroleum products
under the goods and services tax. India is expected to
start Its cap-and-trade carbon emission scheme from
2026, the year when CBAM would become chargeahle.
The collected revenue could be shared objectively with
the states to offset any losses.

Indusuymlsﬂnns have np\macﬁ\we mlelopr
Ined

about the CBAM. While it is IlnlikEI} thﬂﬂ\e EU will
concede

rectly measure, and verify carbon
the hallmark of effective trading schemes. The devel-
oped countries can help these econombes in dolng so.
It makes enormaous sense to exempt LDCs from the
CHAMand apply special and differential treatrment for
some other developdng countries, under the Woeld
Trade Organkzation's "enabling clawse™.

The EU can provide different transition periods to
different sets of countries on the basls of their devel-
opmental status. There ks a good case for Hke-minded
developing countries, Including LIDCs, to take a coar-
dinated position on the subject and open negotiations

to the applicability of the reg-
ulation in the umplrgl“m negotiations, India must
Instst on securing support for awareness-bulkding, tech-
neology sharing, standand setting, verification systems,
and capacity development. The climate change (s no
mare an esoteric comept There ks unlilnely tn be amr
dilution
require strategic domestic pulicymaldlgand cmd.l
nated efforts on the part of the Global South to ensure
that thelr developmental concerns are malnstreamed.
inglobal policies.

Heavy risks of weight-loss drugs

BOOK REVIEW

CHINTAN GIRISH MODI

hehealth lssues and socal stigma

assoclated with welght gain push

ohese people totry every possible
solutlon that canhelp them shed
umwanted kilograms. Unfortunately,

by 2030, ...0zempic and Its successors
looksat to become one of the lconle
and defining drugs of ourtime, ona par
with the contraceptive pill and Prozac,”
writes Johann Harl in his newbook
Magic Pill: The Extraordinary Benefits
and Disturbing Risks of the New Weight-
Loss Drugs.

‘Whatmakes the bookworth readingis
the author's opennesstodiverse

Instagram and stated, "Being healthy and
eatingwell and refnventing the wheel of

wurnutﬂtlun.d.urﬂzem}.kkﬂm!fecrm‘ft
{And Oze

It hd]ﬂh:ultm tellwtmherthls s
smart product placement or playful
banterbut, golng by Ms Kapoor and Mr
Johar's popularity, thereis aneed toclear
upthe confusion aboutthe product’s
intended use. Mr Harl writes, “Novo

perspectives. Hels nota medicalexpert,so | Nordisk{a pharma company) now

tha ures and ma formsof
based 1 Omempic for diabetics,
publishedstudies, andhis ownexperience | and Wegovy forobese people. They are
ofinjecting himselfaith Ozempic. the same drug, sold for different

manyof them struggle tolo;
evenwithabalanced diet nndplentyul
exerclse, This sense of fallure 1s hard to
copewith, especlally ina culturet hat
offersshame in placeof support. Inthe
face of such despalr, prescription drugs
seem tohold out & promise of hope.
“Some financlal analysts believe
theat the market for them couldbe
‘worth as much as $200 billion globally

Fere
unfamiliar with the druglearnt sbout it
thankstojewellery designer Maheep
Kapooron the Metflix show Ralbwdots

pum and Wegovycan be pmscr]bed.
" That said, '

C.'amnplc whl.chlslmen:l.edfaldlahedm

anduseit forweight loss. Thishasledtoa

with the EU to bring down the extreme impact of the Tk
regulation on thelr economies. cem
It Is noteworthy that only a limited nurmber of prod- riee. Theviews [

technical jargon, ning Inlaterif h 70antl-obesity drugsindevelopment”.
readersthatsclentists arestill inthe started taking Ozem pic, he found that he ook also looksat potential risks
processofunderstanding howthedrug wakeup feeling not only Atter, more assoclated with thenew weight-loss
works onthe brain and the mind. The confident and better-looking but also drugs. They can lead to loss of muscle
author isneitheroverly jubllant nor listless and emotlonally dulled. Mostof mass, malnutrition, pancreatitis, and
excessivelysceptical. Hesticks tothe hkanualman.oesmdrgwetght loss stomach paralysis. The Food and Drug
facts, and is honest about informatlon drugs nthat | Administration in the United States
p duetoalackoflongterm | “theirpleasure Inlnod had plummeted, advises people with a history of thyroid
studleswith orevenvanished”. cancer in thelr family onot usethese
Cremplcusers. He MAGIC MAGICPILL: The Theyateonly drugs. The European Medicines Agency
alsareveals how ngh;dl‘&' becausetheyhadto. | has tssued awarning that taking
Nowo Novdisk :ml Illagllliksof Drug-induced ‘Ozemple can Increase thoughts of
responded tohls the NewWeight- welght loss made suicide and self-harm insome people.
querles. Lo Dru Mr Harl “physically ‘The author reminds usthat the

While MrHari's s healthier” but also currentobesity crisls isclosely linkedto
research is AuthorsJohannHari the processed food industry that pumps
commendable, his , Publisher: psychologically chemicalsintoour bodies to make us feel
personalstoryadds W © N N Bloomsbury wvulnerable”, hungryand ask for more. The appeal of
much valuetothe HARI Pages:3i6 Hewrltes, artificially manufactured flavours and
ook, Thedecision e e PrICRTEO0 “What, [ rhy toresistbut
toopt for Ozempic wondered, will be ‘wecantake heart fromthe fact that

wasnoteasy, [t fielt like “cheating”
because itdid notinvolve the discipline

Livesvs Bodl o Wives, Shecalled out shortage, and theeme: ceofbootlag and dgo clated with followinga

pecplewhouse i The market. dietorcommirting to an exerclse routine.
quickl)' leading to aﬂmgenfthed.n.lg Ozempic makes peopleeat less. The et italso felt1ikesomething worth a shot
lnrdinkztlmHerlemnlmalsoled.m sclencebehind how the medication hecausegenlrglldufemsawlwtmukl
speculath Karan waorks onthe gut inafrlendly | helplo

Johar'srecent welght loss, who took to

manner inthisbook, without too much

arthiritis, kidney pmhlems.am!dmnm

theeffect when mlllbnn.snfpeoplreale

lnhlathfesalmed at fighting chesity are
o ually to p

deprived of the psychol

protections they get from overeating?™
‘This is not an i maginary concern for
the author. It is personal because he
used to derive a Iu(ofemo‘tl.onal.
comfort from food. It is al

food and.maloehnvailabl.e topeople
ACKOES SoCko-economic groups.

Thee reviewer is o Musthai-hosed fowrradist
d ecloican - B

noting that “there are now more than
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Neither good, nor simple

The GoM's proposals may be well-intended, but
they will make the GST regime more complex

HE ONLY ARGUMENT in favour of the Group of Ministers’

{GoM) recommendation of a special goods and services (GST)

rate, in addition to a slew of rate tweaks for over 148 items

including readymade garments, is as follows: In anenvironment
where inflation is hurting lower income households, the GoM is right in
its objective of making premium products pricier and items used by the
common man cheaper. It is also being argued that itis the topend of con-
sumpuun lhal ] ha]ding upwol] bt uicow:rallcmwumpllon asreflected
in the pri gatasub-
dued pace. With mthPgmwlh havln,g dockﬂdin atasc'w:n quancr]ow
in the September quarter, and GST collections having moderated quitea
bit, affordability must take precedence over complexity. The GoM s also
probably hoping that placing a few more goods in the high-end slabs can
enhance the collections and help the common man.

The problem is that the recommendations, if accepted by the GST
Council, will bury all hopes of a less complex GST structure that essen-
tallywould imply a reduction in the number oilaus]ahs,mlnimalcar\re
outs and i easier compliance mechanism, and rates at a level
at which both states and the Centre are able to a.a{cgu.ard thelr revenue
streams. Consider the absurdity of multiplicity of rates which will only
Inerease. The trigger for the most recent discussion on the continulng
complexity of the GST structure was a Coimbatore-based hotel chain
owner cracking a joke about the absurdity of GST rates at an industry
meeting with finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman, which later led toa
political storm. The problem, he said, is that GST is applied differently to
each itern. For example, there is no GST on a bun. If you put cream in it, the
GEThecomes 18%. Because of this, customers say they want the bunand
the cream separately so that they can apply the cream themselves to save
money, It was not the first time that the multiplicity of rates has been
flagged as an issue. Multiple rates, especially for different parts of the
sameitem, often result in classification dispulcs E'orcxamplc,lax author-
ithes and manufac have previousl Marico's Parachute
~ whether it was hair oil oriusl cocon ulod] Nestlé's KitKat — biscuit or
chocolate; and Dabur’s Lal Dant Manjan — tooth powder or a medicinal

drug. The GoM proposal on readymade g; brings back memories
of these absurdities.
Overall,arbitrary ch tax structureare ble and the

logle that today's slugglsh economic growth and the widening gap
between the haves and the have-nots demands these changes is falla-

clous, It's trie no country has claimed a lawless GST and a perfect indi-
rect tax regime oughit not become the enemy of the good, but it's an unde-
niable fact that India'’s GSTwas hobbled inits role as"the great simplifier”
by its multiplicity of rate brackets. India has the fiscal space to rid this levy
of its complexity and go for simplified stability, Besides, while the slabs
need a reset, India must also widen its coverage to include fuel, liquor, and
other stuffleft out for later consideration, That's the way to go instead of
the continuing obsession of tinkering with and widening the rates and
slabs.1s a"good and simple tax”a forgotten word?

Plastics failure is a canary
in the climate coalmine

YOU MIGHT HAVE missed ita of the Trump d th d
of the European and Japanese auto But the fail fan
obscure United In South Koreaat th kend is a si howthe

entire edifice of environmantal diplomacy is creaking,

The meeting in the port city of Busan was intended to hammer out the text of
atreaty to prevent plastic pollution, ahead of a planned summit to formalise the
agreement next year. It would then jod 1g UNC
and th — alongwith by Far the most
UM Framework Convention on Climate Change, or UNFCCC.

b
chinstitution, the

It's common totreat that"snot
right.As myc Aark Gongloff points out, th 't be socon-
tentious if 't (! A member country
canblock 1d nations that benefit

reason to exercise thelr vetoes, The effects were on dl!pla)' atthe COP29 r]lmale

: Oplnion

OOD INFLATION HAS now
sustained for several years,
attractinga range of stringent
measures combined with
numarous supply shocks,
These developments raise several palicy
challenges, including moenetary policy.In

rec
in core and headline inflation has held
hackmaor ¥

growth invegetables, evenasthat in cere-
als varies 7-8% upon double digits one
year ago, The current expectation is that

'r'nndemle food prices ahread witha path-
way forthe Reserve Bank of I

® FARMERS AND INDIA

Union agriculture minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan

A glorious, prosperous, rich India cannot
be built without farmers. Even today,

Iture is the b

kb of India's

and farmers are its soul

® GUESSING GAME
TREND SHIFTS IN FOOD PRICE LEVEL AND PRICE GROWTH PORTEND PERSISTENCE, NOT REVERSION

Can we be sure of food inflation?

RENU KOHLI

Senior fallow, Centre for Social & Econamic Pragre:
(CSEF), Hew D-Ihl

B Food supply shocks have succes-
sively shorter intervals. If the distance
between peaks ranged ~16-17 months
before 2019, this has varied four-12
months in the latter period with

Interest rates.

How sure can we be about
sucha scenario?

Looking back at the five-year period
from 2009 to now, there are noticeahle
departures in food price behaviour that
could be indicative of structural breaks
or trend shifts in both the level and price
growth or inflation. Consider some key
changes in April 20019-October 2024
relative to the preceding six-years, April
2013-March 2019).

Witiswell-known thatwholesale and
retail food inflation averages much
higherin thelatter period at a respective
5.60 and 6.7% a year each month
against 4% previously.

W There'sa pronounced shift in price
level too, with the wholesale and retail
food indices moving up an average ~ 36
and 40 points over the pre- 2019 level —
a 280 and 31% rise.

W Animportant difference is the last -
ing push D?nfond inflation since April
1019 compared to more short-lived
surges before, For example, the longest
pre-2019 surge in April 201 2-August
2014 lasted about two years, relieving
the pressure upon headline inflation
thereafter. The current one persists for
muore than five years to date,

frequancies.

B Bigger, more frequent swings in
food prices with shorter durations also
mean mone \'Dlatlllt)'.whll:h is obsery-
able across

two years,

B'While retail-wholesale vegetable
inflation volatility is higher in annual
and sequential terms, the seasonal
price spikes appear to have moved
from the usual August-November
months to November-December in the
last five years. Price flare-ups are more
frequent in other months, such as

years, one year, six am:l th ree months).
The trough-to-peak

June-July as well. It is difficult to say if
these are permanent.
These trends may or

samedid not happen to rice and its pro-
curement while stocks are in excess,
Then,why do cereal price pressures per-

slat :Iespl.tl! the stock replenishments?

pmduu:linn procurement, and stocks?
Conversely, why does the price

growth persist despite numerous and

stricter supply-side measures? Since

market h

rice and wheat export bans, raised
import duties and minimum export
prices, stockhalding limits with contin-
uous lowering of caps on wheat-rice
stocks held by traders, wholesalers,
retailers including big chains, and
processors, The intensity and duration
of such restrictions is unprecedented.
‘Why have the unmatched open market
sales of wheat — a three-fold annual
imcrease from FY21, followed by a tre-
bling in F¥23 from 3.5 to 9.4 million
tonnes in FY24 — not succeeded in

————
awlngs are comparably iffood may not signify structural
bigger and because of the . E“.“ iff breaks or trend shifts,
upward shift in the mean, inflation climbs obser h a
the downswing reversions down to the five-year horizon, How-
a;:u :;{;r;ga:ably smaller desired rate, 4%, ever, the dw;:tlulme
after B i g recurrent and signi t

B Vegetable price the raised price Therefore, they do shake
spikes also differ from past level matters to confidence about moder-
patterns. Retail vegetable  households and for  ations in line with past
So0 s month In Agell SSUIeTRRdemand et tha eaeem

—_—

2019-October 2024, path of food inflation and

almost double the preceding period
average, 5.3%. Producer vegetables
prices have paced faster at a 13.4%
monthly average against the corre-
spanding 5.7% previously.

M Like total food inflation, not only
has stronger producer and retall infla-
thon in vegetables persisted for five
years, but there is also a similar trend
shift — the respective indices average 71

atlonger intervals,

More importantly, the fundamental
causes of these differences in price
behaviours are not properly known and
incompletely understood. It is com-
monly  believed that continuous
weather shocks related to climate
change have been prime causes. For
example, heatwaves in 20221-23
impacted wheat yields, prices, and pro-

and 41 points higher, ting a 47%
and 29% rise overthe pre- 2019 average.
The price level jump is steeper in the last

the stocks. Butwhy
should rice prices have been rising with
matching strength, if not more? The

o g the price rise? Why are rice
stocks overflowing despite substitution
forwheat in public distribution?What is
the effective role of these supply mea-
sures in the persistence of pressures and
vilatility in food price changes?

There are many puzaling questions,
The more fundamental implications of
the shift in price level and elevated rate
of changes are grave. Forone, even if food
inflation climbs down to the desired
rate, 4%, the raised price level matters
to households and for aggregate
demand. Two, the relative price changes
{fiood versus non-food items) point toa
much longer horizon for corrections,
This, in turn, would require policy
restrictions to remain longer in place
than in the past. But then, little ks known
about causes and effects, the interlink-
ages and mutual feedback that remain
unexplained. W are bess sure about food
inflation than ever before.

The human capital imperative

N CHANDRA MOHAN

The writer is an economics and business
commentator based in Mew Delhi

Upgrading it with help from industry is crucial
to bolster India’s manufacturing ambitions
and become an advanced economy

BOOSTING THE SHARE of manufactur-
ing to 25% of gross domaestic product
(GDP)is an important aspirational objec-
tive of India's policy establishment. 5o,
too, is becoming an advanced economy by
2047 like the East Asian miracle
economies. During the last 10 years, the
ruling dispensation has adopted several
miasures in this regard like the Make in
India programme, production-linked
Incentives, and generous tax reliefs. As

change conferencelast month. [twas hosted
haijan due to a round of pre-meeting haggling causing most democratic leaders to
avoid the event. Host country president ITham Aliyey used the platform to launde
culture-war tropes about news " and a"giftof God”;
eventual texts downplayed hard-won references to fossil
fuels in the previous year's dm:lslnn

The plastics i Gl .The
entire process ntwo ar.sa owitha UN msolulinn
tithed* En be&a 1"! L hoursof

dincuulom between more than 3,360 delegates, the
thicket of qualifications and parentheses in the final text
couldn'tevencommit tothe idea that "ending ” plastic pol-
lution was stillaworthwhile goal. They're going to have to
hodd maeeti orso to complete the
work that wasn't done Last week.

DAVID
FICKLING

Countries

for the Union Budget for
I‘\'Zﬁ are underway, there are delibera-

India! ddauntingas  inggraduates
anly 5% of ol donial
mal skill training as against 80% and bias to produce administrators.
96% in countries like fapan and South These facts are from Nitin Kumar

Korea Although India has the advantage
of apredominantlyyouthful labour force,
this demographic dividend can turn into
acurse iftheylack infull

absorbed in manufacturing. More so, as
the policy establishment has unveiled
ambitions to become a leading player in
sunrise industries like semiconductors,
green hydrogen, artificial intelligence,

Bharti and Li Yang's paper,"The Making
of China and India in 21st Century:
Long-run Human Capital Accumulation
from 1900 to 2020% India’s relative
neglect of primary education (till the
19905} left much of its population with-
out the education needed to shift from
low-productivity agriculture towards
manufacturingand services in the cities

(f ith robatic besides — a process associated with
assistance linked to employment BT labour-intensive manufac- modern economic develop-
ation and fresh investments, HOE'L:M, turing. Clearly, the overrid- " useful means to ment. In 1987-88, China
despite these efforts to raise the share of ing policy focus miust be on integrate youth  nd india had 62% of their
manufacturing, it has stubbornly hov-  upgradinghuman capitalso  into the labour  workforce in agriculture.
ered around 16% of GDPsince FY15. that it is more in markat is th h  Over the next 30 years,

of sops to bolster manufactur- with the country's ambi- Kill d o l;lt China reduced this to 150,
ingitmight perhapsba fate  tions turing. skill developm whila India only reduced it
Team i eof Th with China measures like  to 400k, OF late, there has
miratluucunurrdns.lmludlmth]na‘l‘hy s striking as its batter edu- apprenticaships  beena noteworthy reversal
bec cated workforce fAciliatel] @ —— 0 termis of a migration

I:urlng hubs and progressed Iohlglwr]w

ditlons at the level of human

and its allies have acted as wreckers environmen-
tal conferences, That's hardly a surprise, given their eco-
nomic dependence on fossil fuels that are the most direct
threat to the global environment. The LS — which already produc d

Baambarg

India, too, must do so to
realise its aspirational objectives.
Economies like South Korea, for instance,

its rise asa global export-ori-

ented manufacturing power. Unlike
India's top-down approach, China
adopted abottom-up policy of focusing on
primary mass education from the early

from factories back to the

farms of rural India, which complicates
efforts to boost manufacturing.

Thebigquestion is,what must hedone

Iu :aisn India’s threshold levels of human

to match its on

19008, prior

thanany OPECmember,and is now transitioning toan even more flagrantly pro-fos-
il fuel Trump administration — is rarelya reliable ally,

In the case of climate change, we are in the midst of an industrial revolution
where clean power from solar panels, wind power, batteries, and electricvehicles
Isclear]y!upmlurInlmtlu-rnnnmir hiealth, anven-

thomal fossil tec here, however, it's a auseof gl
of path toout-
source their climate policies to the obscurity of UN processes rather than do the
truly hard but effective work at homie. Plastics are an even harder nut to crack. Oil
exporters are right to point out that we haven't yet found viable substitutes for
most of them,a dramatic contrast to the situation with fossil and clean energy.
They're putting their money where their mouths are, too. Investments in
upstream oil an.d gas are still falling well behind the bullish talk you'll hear from
the riseof electric vehicl
able power i for recover. Invest-
ments in refineries that can convert those hydrocarbons into plastics, however,
have been booming at an unprecedented rate, because the same industry can see
that ﬁnlymm! are a rare source of ongeing demand.
capadl)' for producing ethylene, IJIL' maost impartant polymer feedstock, is
2018 peak.
'IM l" ization for Economic C and D pment expects plastic
demand to rise 0% by 2040, Tackling that is where the real hard work needs to be
dane.You might lament the failure of UN delegates to come upwith a text in Busan.
That'snothingee il | Eace, howover, i plas-
thes from oureveryday lives.

d risk aversion, Rich democ find it

the 1960s- manufacturing? A useful means to inte-

improved literacy and schooling of its B0 undl!rcummunlsm and later to ter- grate youth into the labour market is
This enabled it taryeduc i t-commu-  through skill

{nrlong periods of time and mah!a.w: nl.stemNeallyls%nfchlna’n!tudenlsat apprenticeships. For starters, India could

cesaful froma toa adopt best practic like Ger-

ped economy. All these East Asian in vocational education as against 204 in many which runs the most successful

had a high baseline of human India. China produces a higher share of apprenticeship pmgramml!inthl!wulld

development. midicine, hertrain- thatis

THE EDITOR

‘Hell to pay’

It was hard for us to make sense of IS
President-elect Donald Trump's post
on Truth Social in the nature of a threat
that there will be "hell to pay” ifthe
hestages in Gaza are not released
before his inauguration on January 20,
2025. Does the phrase mean a
massive loss of life? True to form,
Trump kept a rogue tongue in his
head and spoke the language of &
bully. When “the more muscular than

thou" President-to-be spoke of
“atrocities against humanity”, he
certainky might not have had in mind
the atrocities and war crimes
committed by lsrael with US' suppart
in Gaza and Lebanon. & statesman
makas the workd a sater (and mose just
and freer) place to live. By stirring
memaries af Hiroshima and Nagasaki
and compelling us to visvakse a
nightmare scenario with his words,
*Thase respansible will be hit harder
than anybody has been hitin the

history of the US*, Trump does not
inspire confidence in us that he will
be a statesman and not be a hawk
and awar-manger.

=G David Milton, Maruthancode

Long road ahead for RBI

With the impetuous retum of Donald
Trump in his second innings, the US is
bound to spawn domestic inflation
with his steep hike in import tariffs.
Cansequently, the US Federal Reserve
will need to sustain elevated key rates.

curriculum. In India, the process could
start even L'arillm with skilling and voca-
thonal traini farled in secondary
school education. The bad news in this
regard is that the launch of the ambitious
PM InternshipScheme on December 2 to
train people in real-life skills has been
postponed despite indications of a
favourable response.

More than the government, the onus
of improving human capital lies with
skilled labour for its operations despite a

ing reserve army of educated unem-
ployed youth. India Inc must collaborate
with educational institutions so that its
requiren the
curriculum. What can perhaps nudge
industry into IakinF apprenticeships
moreseriouslyisif
youth constitute part of corporate social
responsibility obligations. This kind of a
Id lowerth rate
seen in other skilling programmes and
improve the employability of the work-
farce. India Inc must ensure that the gap
between China and India with regard to
the average years of education for manu-
facturing jobs reduces much further: this
was as much as 5.2 years in 1988, which
narrowed down to 2.4 years in 2018
according to Bhartl and Yang. Unless
India’s baseline of human development
improves, it will not be able to raise the
share of manufacturing and grow into a
developed nation.

Views are personal

This increases the demand for the
dollar, leading to its overvaluation.
The upcoming December review of
manetary policy by the Reserve Bank
afIndia comes in the wake of GOP
plunging to 5.4% in the last quarter.
Ay move by the RBI for a softer rate
regime could thus be pushed back,
even as it battles uneven fluctuations
inthe rupee against the dollar.

~R Marayanan, Navi Mumbai
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SCIENCE h

BIG SHOT

ecDNA challenges law of genetics,
groundbreaking new studies find

In normal human cells, the DNA is enclosed in 23 pairs of chromosomes. Some natural processes can damage DNA; cells can also make mistal
to imhue in new cells. Such processes could cause a small part of the DNA to break away and float freely inside the nucleus. T

Manjeera Gowravaram
nce brushed aside as a
curinsity, extrachromosomal
DNA {ecDNA) is now taking
centerstage in the complex
field of cancer biology. Scientists frst
discovered it as a small fragment of
genetic material in cancer cells 50 ye
apo, Because it was present in only 1.4% of
tumours, they didn't consider it 1o be
important.

But more sophisticated genomic
techniques later revealed their mistake:
one study published in 2007 revealed
ecDNA is present in nearly 40% of cancer
cell lines and in up to B0% of
patient-derived brain tumour samples,
revealing its pivotal robe in cancer biology.

0On November 6, three papers were
published in the journal Nafere by a team
called eDyNAmIC — an international
collaboration led by Stanford University
professor Paul Mischel. The studies
explore how ecDNA is formed and
contributes to the progression of cancer
and drug resistance.

Importantly, the indings also challenge
a fundamental law of genetics,

What is ecDNA?

In normal human cells, the nuckeus
contains 23 pairs of chromosomes that
enclose the DNA. There are some natural

in some cancers, the chromosomes ane
broken and rearranged, Cells can also
make mistakes in the DNA when making
ies of it to imbue in new cells, Such

could cause a small part of the
DMNA to break away from the main
chromosome and form a circular
structure that floats freely inside the
nucleus. This is ecDMA.

One of the three studies was led by
elyNAmMIC members Mariam
Jamal-Hanjani and Charles Swanton, both
professors at University College London.
They analysed the mutation patterns in
tumours before and after the formation of
ecONA. They identified various
environmental factors, includi
smoking, exposure to certain s
and genetic mutations, to be
DNA damage that could lead to the
formation of ecDNA. In the same study,
the researchers attempeed a
comprehensive analysis of samples from
nearly 15,000 cancer patients from the
ULKs 100,000 Genomes Project, covering
39 tumour types. They validated their
findings wsing a method called
flusrescence in-situ hybridisation (or
FISH), which specifically looks for certain
cancer-related genes in tissue samples,

They found that ecDNA was present in

Rresearchers anatysed samples from nearly 15,000 cancer patiems from the LUK 's 100,000 Genomes Projects, GETTY IMAGESASTOCKPHOTO

about (7% of tumour samples but more so
in lipesarcomas, brain tumeours, and
breast cancers. They also reported that
the prevalence of ecDNA rose after
treatments like chemotherapy and
correlated with metastasis and worse
patient matoomes.

ecDNA and cancer growth

echINA present in tumours often contains
multiple copies of oncogenes — mutated
wenes capable of causing cancer - that are
required to activate tumour growth, But
these oncogenes are not present in
chromosomes, where scientists used 1o
believe they lived.

A study published in 2021, led by
another Stanford University professor,
Howard Chang, showed that while
chromosomal DNA is fixed within specific
regions in the cell, ecDNA moves freely
and can interact with other ecDNA to
form hubs — concentrated zones where
oncogenes are expressed more.

Cells transcribe DNA to mENA to use
the latter to manufacture proteins, The
203 srudy also found that when cells
transcribe ecDNA to mRNA, the process
causes specific oncogenes to become
four-times more common in the cell than
if the DNA came from the chromosomes,

This anomaly has the potential to
accelerate the evolution of tumours and
help the cancer resist dnugs,

An inheritance of loss
Another finding reported in the new
studies involves a fundamenzal shi

ecDNA was present in about 17%
of tumour samples but more so
in liposarcomas, brain tumours,
and breast cancers, Prevalence of
ecDNA rose afier chemotherapy
and correlated with metastasis

and worse patient outcomes

Typically, when cells divide, they
duplicate the chromosomes and
distribute them equally among their
daughter cells, In this process,
researchers have known the genes on the
same chromosome are inherited wogether
whille those on different chromosomes are
distributed independently of one another.
This basic genetic principle is called
Mendel's third law of independent
assortment (mamed after Gregor Mendel).

But in the second of the three studies, a
team led by Mischel and Chang used
single-cell sequencing, imaging, and
modelling to report that ecDNA is passed
on in clusters to the daughter cells during
cell division — a violation of the third law.
This clustering gives some cancer cells an
advantage because it allows them to
enhance gene interactions, support
cancer growth, and preserve favourable
genetic combinations over multiple
ife-cycles. The researchers have called
this the “jackpot effect.”

This discovery has profound
implications. It overturns the idea that
gene inheritance is entirely random when
the genes are not linked by DNA strands.
The researchers also reported that the

transcription process — from DNA to RNA
litates the coordinated segregation
of ecDNA during cell division.

A new vulnerability in cancer cells
But for the new threats posed by ecDNA,
the third study uncovered a potential
weakness in tumours that depend on
ecDNA. The unusual structure of the
ecDNA and its interactions with other
DMA elements increase the activity of
specific genes, This can lead to a conflict
between the cellular machinery involved
in making RNA and the activity of cancer
cells that leads to DNA damage.

Cells respond to this conflice by the
heavy use of a protein called CHKL which
hilps fix DNA and allows the cell to keep
growing., When the researchers used a
drug called BEI-2779 that blocks CHEL,
they found the drg selectively killed
cancer cells with ecDNA, significantly
reducing the number of tumeurs in mice
with stomach cancer,

A San Diego-based biotechnology
company co-founded by Mischel and
Chang, called Boundless Bio, is currently
working to translate these discoveries for
clinical use. The company's stated aim is
to give patients new treatment options
that target vulnerabilities created by
ecDNA. This is particularly crucial for
patients with ecDNA-driven cancers, such
as glioblastoma and ovarian and lung
cancers, where current treatments often
fall shart.

(Manjeera Gowravaram has a PhDin
RMNA biochemistry and works as a freelance
science writer. gmanjeera@gmail.com)

INA when making copies
is ecDINA

THE GIST

An international collaboration
by & team called
ebyNAmiCled has discovered
how ecONA contributes wo the
progression of cancer and
drug resistance. The findings
cantiadict Mendel's third law
of independent assortment
-

ebyNAmIC members analysed
rutations in tumours and
identified environmental
factors, including smaking,
EXpOsUrE ta certain
substances, and genetic
Fitations, to be tiggers that
could lead 1o the farmation of
ecDNA

-

ecONA In tumeurs often
contalng copies of encogenes
that are requied to activate
tumour growth, But thess are
not present In chromosomes,
where scientists used to
Believe they lived

-

Researchers have found &
drug called BEI-2779 that
selectively kills cancer cells
with ecDNA. A company is
now working towards clinical
use, This Is cruclal far
patients with ecOMA-driven
cances, such as glhoblastoma,
auarian, and lung cancers

STION CORNER

Q: What is
landfall?
A: Once it's
fully formed,
a tropical
cyclone (in
the northern
hemisphere] has a complex
3D structure. Two important
parts of it are the eye and the
eyewall. The eye is the centre
around which the cyclone
rotates, It consists of cold air
descending from the
cyclone's top with warm air
rising in a spiral around it.
The eyewall consists of high
thunderstorms that bring
rain, lightning, and powerful
winds.

As long as the cyclone
moves over water, it can
draw more moisture fram
below to produce new clouds
and rain events around it.
But when the storm crosses
over onto land, its moisture
supply declines drastically,
and the cyclone weakens.

Landfall is the moment in a
tropical cyclone’s life when
its eye moves over land.
Stormy weather brought by a
cyclone is stromger arcund
the eye, and landfall events

surges that fleod coastal areas and prevent
inland areas from draining normally.

If the air over land is drier, among other
factors, a cyclone weakens quickly after landfall,
Depending on environmental conditions, it may
dissipate completely, or it could pass over land
and re-emerge on the other side. In 2021,
Cyelone Gulab made landfall over coastal
Andhra Pradesh, weakened as it moved across
peninsular India, and re-emerged four days later
as Cyclone Shaheen in the Arabian Sea.

Tielal waves triggered by Cyclane Fergal lashed the RE
Beach in Visakhapatnam on November 30, DEEFAK KR,

- Tha Hindu Bureau

can be deadly because they For feedback and suggestions
- expose human settlemants for Science’, please wiite to
This aerial view shows a school bus atop the Danel-Johnzan Dam in Quebee, Canada, on July 26, Hydroelectrelty production in Canada is plummeting as extreme weather on land to strong winds and sclence@thehindu.co.in

Linkied to climate change, inchiding sudden swings between diaught and flead, has limited output and threatened the structsres of the dams themselves, A world leader in

hydrepower, Canada has alse been foroed to cut exparts to the U.S,, which have reached their lowest levels in 14 years, arF
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heavy rain. Their effects can
be compounded by storm
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Preparing for worse
Extreme weather events will increase in
frequency in the coming years

t is not uncommon for the southern penin-

sula to experience heavy or very heavy rain-

fall during the northeast monsoon, which is
also important for Sri Lanka and Maldives. But
when Cyclone Fengal crossed the coast, dose to
Puducherry, on the night of November 30, neith-
er Tamil Nadu nor Puducherry expected the
magnitude of devastation that occurred. In a let-
ter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M. K. Stalin said nearly seven mil-
liom families and 15 million individuals have been
affected. Sixteen people, including four in Pudu-
cherry, lost their lives. A landslip in Tiruvanna-
malai claimed seven lives including five children.
Unusually heavy rainfall (40 cm-50 cm) was re-
corded in many places in Puducherry and the
northern and northwestern parts of Tamil Nadu
on a single day. An initial estimate puts over .21
lakh hectares of farmland including 10,000 hee-
tares in Puducherry to be under water. The cy-
clonic storm later weakened and crossed coastal
Karnataka, adjoining east central Arabian Sea.
Though many southern parts received rain, Pu-
ducherry and several districts in Tamil Nadu bore
the brunt. What worsened the plight of people in
some districts was the flood in the otherwise-dry
South Pennai river; on Monday, it had a flow of
2.4 lakh cusecs. Mr. Stalin has sought an imme-
diate release of 2,000 crore from the Centre.
The Puducherry Chief Minister, N. Rangasamy,
has announced assistance of 2210 crore.

It is time that the authorities concerned pre-
pared themselves to face extreme weather
events, given the rising frequency of very high
rainfall. Last year, Kayalpattinam in Thoothukudi
received 95 cm, whereas, this time, northern and
northwestern districts faced a similar expe-
rience. A 2022 monograph by the India Meteoro-
logical Department concluded that, on an aver-
age, four depressions or cyclonic storms could be
expected to affect the southern peninsula every
season. The authorities should intensify their
concrete and tangible long-term steps beyond the
routine ways of providing relief and rehabilita-
tion. Even though Chennai was not hit badly this
time, the State government must make public the
report of the Advisory Committee for Mitigation
and Management of Flood Risk in the Chennai
Metropolitan Area, led by former civil servant V.
Thiruppugazh. Other measures such as a streng
thening of bunds, regular removal of silt from wa-
ter courses and a relentless drive against en-
croachment of water bodies must be carried out.
Only such steps will be purposeful to the people;
taking pride about age-old irrigation manage-
ment is not enough.

Power of pardon

Political interference can corrupt the
working of the criminal justice system
0 utgoing U5, President Joe Biden has

signed a presidential pardon for his son

Hunter, for any federal crimes that he
“committed or may have committed or taken
part in" between January 1, 2004, and December
1, 2024, The younger Biden was convicted earlier
this year on federal gun and drug charges and
pleaded guilty to tax charges in California. Ad-
dressing the cases against his son, Mr. Biden said
that unless there were aggravating circumstanc:
es, "people are almost never brought to trial on
felomy charges solely for how they filled out a gun
form™. He also noted regarding the tax evasion al-
legations that late payment of taxes owing to “se-
rious addictions”, with subsequent full payment
of all taxes, interest, and penalties were typically
given non-criminal resolutions, yet it was "clear
that Hunter was treated differently”. On the one
hand, there have been legitimate guestions
raised about the nature of the pardon - " full and
unconditional” - that goes well beyond the gun
and tax charges, Most likely, the vagueness of the
language is deliberate to allow Hunter Biden to
evade prosecutions that the incoming Trump ad-
ministration might seek to foist upon him, possi-
bly relating to charges of unlawful lobbying, cor-
ruption-related payments and similar crimes
linked tor his foreign business activities, Indeed,
Donald Trump has already been impeached in
Congress for attempting to pressure, for the sake
of political gain, the Ukraine President into con-
ducting investigations against Hunter Biden.

On the other hand, 1.5, presidential pardons
are hardly uncommon, with even Mr. Trump
handing out 143 during his first term — including
to Republican Party lobbyist Steve Bannon, the
father of Mr. Trump’s son-in-law, Charles Kushn-
er, and controversial figures such as Maricopa
County Sheriff joe Arpaio, former National Secur-
ity Adviser Michael Flynn, and former George W.
Bush aide Lewis "Scooter” Libby. Presidential
pardons to Family members are not unprecedent-
wd either - Bill Clinton pardoning his half brother
Roger, convicted on drugrelated charges. Yet,
the larger question that Mr. Biden’s latest pardon
begs is whether justice can be served fairly ina
political ecosystem of bitter polarisation, the
kind that is presently found in the U.S, When M
Biden said that he believed that "raw politics has
infected this process” it was a reflection upon the
increasing weaponisation of law enforcement
authority to score political points — ironically, a
charge that Mr. Trump levels against the Depart-
ment of Justice under Mr. Biden. While there is
o feason to assime that Presidents will not con-
tinue to issue pardons to their allies, leaders on
both sidkes of the aishe would do well to show res-
traint and prevent political interference from cor-
rupting the working of the justice system.
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A run-through, on the Editorial and Opinion pages, of the business at the COP29 summit, in Azerbaijan

Reflections on Baku’s NCQG outcome’

he urgency of climate clung: has
never been more evident. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC) has highlighted the
need for significantly stronger commitments to
limit global warming to 1L.5°C above pre-industrial
levels. Current policies, if continued globally, are
expected to lead to a temperature rise of up to
3.1°C. The increasingly visible impacts of climate
change across geographies, apart from the
growing body of scientific evidence, serve asa
constant reminder of the need to accelerate
climate action. Cleaner fuels and technological
solutions are emerging across sectors and could
be increasingly accessed and deployed with
adequate focus on the means of implementation.

Against this backdrop with COP 29 (in Baku,
Azerbaijan, in November 2024) branded as the
"Finance COP”, the hope was to see an ambitious
outcome (specifically related to the NCQG or New
Collective Quantified Goal) which strongly
supported this understanding.

Financing needs of the developing world
Finance is a critical component in accelerating
the adoption of cleaner alternatives, especially in
developing countries. While some of the
renewable technologies pay off in the long run
due to bower fuel and operational costs, the
upfront costs of some of these technologies are
much higher than the current options requiring
government support to ensure affordability at the
consumer end. Other green technologies may still
be evolving and are associated with risks of
Failure that front-runners may need to bear, Given
the pressure on government resources that need
to be prioritised towards development activities,
additional finance must be up-scaled urgently
within this decade if transformational changes
are to be expected in the adoption of chean and
efficient alternatives in developing countries, as
access to modern energy and infrastructure
improves.

India's expenditure on green energy schemes
encompass 3 wide range of initiatives aimed a
expanding renewable energy infrastructure,
promuoting energy efficiency and dean fuel and
technology innovations as part of its commitment
to global climate goals. MNRE received its highest
ever allocation of 119,100 crore in the Budget
2024-25, apart from about T40 crore being
allocated for enhancing energy efficiency. In
transport sector, a subsidy of 15,790 crore has
been provided to electric vehicle manufacturers
under phase-1l of Faster Adoption and

e
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It appears to
have bypassed
the principles
of equitable
burden sharing
and climate
Justice, having
failed 1o have
recognised the
financial needs
of the

glohal south

Manufacturing of (Hybrid) Electric vehicles
(FAME) scheme.

Another aspect of finance required for the
transition relates to the source and type of
finance. There are growing concerns regarding
fiscal debt, which forms the basis of the ask, for
part of the financial support from developed
wountries to be in the form of public grants rather
than loaris.

The pace and the scale of
transitions are also affected by the
higher cost of capital in developing
countries. Financial flows from
developed countries must ideally aim
to strengthen fiscal capacities and
enable the unlocking of financial
markets in developing countries to
support and accelerate their climate
action. The use of debt instruments to access
finance does not work well for developing
wcovintries since their high debt burdens limit their
ability to suceessfully incentivise domestic private
«capital for climate action. 1t is well recognised
that developing countries attract much higher
lending rates as compared to developed countries.
and much of the global financial flows are
restricted within the Organisation for Economic
‘Co-operation and Development (OECD)
countries, Therefore, ensuring the flow of climate
finance to developing countries at affordable
leniding rates is impeortant.

Role of the NCOG

At Cancun, in 2000, developed countries had
pledged to provide $100 billion anmually upto
2020, Further, at COP21 in Paris, the parties
decided to establish an NCOG prior to 2025, with
the Cancun commitment as the base point. The
rationale for establishing the NCQG was pressing,
The existing climate pledges have generally been
writicised for their lack of specificity and
accountability.

Therefore, the NCOG was intended to create a
framework for shared dimate goals, to establish
wlear and quantified objectives that nations could
aim to achieve, with transparency and
accountability at the forefront. At COP26 at
Glasgow in 2021, an ad hoc work programme for
NCOG discussions was established to run from
2022:24, culminating towards the discussions at
cor2g.

The Second Needs Determination Report by
the Standing Committee on Finance under the
United Nations Framework Comvention on
‘Climate Change (UNFCCC) estimated that

between $5 trillion to $7 trillion would be needed
by 20800 to meet half the needs of 98 countries.
Developing countries had put forward a
conservative ask of $1.3 trillion annually at COP
29 {largely from public sources to enable
leveraging the rest through private fnance).
However, the developed world has in the
NCOG agreed to provide an abysmal figure of
$300 billion annually till 2035, This quantum is
not only miniscule but hardly
represents any major change in real
flows — probably a target that could be
achieved even with current or
minimally additional efforts, if we
account for inflation. Further, the
mobilisation of funds is expected
through all sources of inance
including private capital. Undoubtedly,
therefore, there is disappointment with the NCQG
outcome, both on the quantum and structure of
finance since it does not support the narrative of
transformative action, While the decision to triple
the flow of public resources through various
operating entities of the Financial Mechanism,
the Adaptation Fund, the Least Developed
Countries Fund, and the Special Climate Change
Fund from the 2023 level by 2005 is a positive
aspect, it could also see rather slow progress in
the next few years (and not aligned to the
narrative of the urgency in climate action).

The road ahead
COP29 saw the finance commitment step up from
the earlier commitment of $100 billion a year to
§300 billion a year. While this is a step in the
correct direction, it is clearly not as ambitious as
expected given that climate change is clearly
recognised as one of the greatest threats and
challenges of our time. Overall, the NCQG
outcome is rather disappointing and does not
seem to have aligned well with the very core of
why the goal was set up in the first place. It
clearly bypasses the principles of equitable
burden sharing and climate justice as it fails wo
recognise the hnancial needs of the global south.
Thie way forward is to keep the talks ongoing,
Climate change has no geographical boundaries,
Thus, it is imperative that the international
community cooperates towards the global good,
keeping climate justice at the core and respecting
the principles of the Common but Differentiated
Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities
(CBDR and RC). Developing countries must stick
together and ensure that any transition is just and
fair in the real sense.

Rethinking ‘representation’ for a meaningful COP30 +

rustration over the slow progress made

during COP29 negotiations in Baku is

‘hardly new. History has repeatedly shown
us that the politics of climate change and the
forces of nature rarely align. Adding to this
challenge is the absence of a unified global
authority to address the urgency of the issue.
There is no workd government or state to act on
behalf of the planet. Compounding this challenge
i the lack of 8 universal metric system capable of
reconeiling the diverse political, economic, and
social interests of nation-states. While the jury is
still out on whether COP29 was a
“disappointment”, “failure”, or "disaster”, critics
have often pointed out that *business as usual®
does not work. As Brazil prepares to host COP30
in Belém next year, here is an alternative
suggestion on the concept of ‘representation” for
them.

This innovative methodology was pioneered
by Brura Latour, Emeritus Professor at Sclences
Pa and Laurence Tubiana, France's Climate

lor and Special B
lurrhc 2015 COP21 in Paris. In the lead- Lip to
COP21, in May 2015, there was a weeklong public
event, hosted by Sciences Po, called the "Theatre
of Negotiations® at Nanterre-Amandiers on the
outskirts of Paris. This experiment brought
together 200 students from 143 universities
worldwide to role play and reimagine a life-sized
COP. The goal of this bold pedagogical initiative
was to transform the traditional framework of
climate negotiations. At its core was a radical
rethinking of 'representation’.

As Irish author Sally Rooney writes, "When
American colonists famously rebelled against the
practice of ‘taxation without representation,
[how] is environmental devastation without
representation any different? Even if carbon
emissions were thoroughly democratically
determined - which they are not — why should
voters in the world's richest countries have the
right to poison the air, sea, soil, and rivers for the
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Future climate
change
conferences can
achieve
meaningful
outcomes only if
there is honest
representation,
actionable
commioments,
and a

often bear the brunt of the resulting
environmental damage.

‘Granting equal rights
In the approach to representation, humans and
non-humans — such as the atmosphere, oceans,
and soil - were granted equal rights in
negotiations, The idea was to give
woice and agency to these non-human
entities, allowing them to express their
stakes in climate negotiations. Unlike
conventional COP meetings, this
assembly did not defer to the
authority of science or nature, as these
toa were subjects of negotiation. The
aim was to simulate a truly inclusive
and representative process.
theatre setting at Nanterre-Amandiers
encouraged dynamic and creative
reinterpretations of negotiation. Delegates
dramatised and de-dramatised issues, explored
alternative spatial-temporal perspectives, and
allowed non-speaking entities to ‘represent’ or
‘speak’ through proxies. This flexibility opened
new avenues for addressing climate challenges,
from reframing territorial sovereignty to
1 ising the interd ' of ew

and nations. For example, the 'Ocean’ imposed
conditions on the “United States,” while the
‘tmosphere’ directly addressed ‘China®
regarding greenhouse gas emissions. These novel
interactions forced participants to reconsider the
boundaries of sovereignty and territorial
responsibility. This writer, who was a part of the
Philippines delegation, represented a civil society
organisation, voicing the concerns of indigenous,
rural, and coastal communities. Each delegation
wcomprised a diverse mix of actors - state and
norestate representatives, scientists, business
leaders, and civil society members - thus
ensuring a broad range of perspectives.

The week-long simulation yielded profound
insights. For delegates, it underscored the critical

mahilisation challenges required to facilitate a
process of this scale. For students, it revealed
alternative pathways for advancing the climate
aggenda, recognising the limitations of existing
negotiation frameworks, As simulators, we
achieved our goal of creating a dynamic,
inclusive, and scientifically informed pedagogical
tool for climate action.

One could argue that the prevailing
global governance system does not
allow for such ‘representation’, or
critigue it from an anthropocentric
point of view. While there are gaps in
the existing legal-cum-institutional
framework to govern and/or
implement rights, the recurrent
tendency to give representation of non-humans
via courts (in the case of India, Pakistan),
parliament (Ecuador, New Zealand) or other
institutions (Canada) is to only enlange its legal
and political agency. Such tendency stems from
the fact that non-hitmans are ‘interest bearers”
having moral standing and deserving political
and legal representation.

There needs to be transparency

o, if future OOPs are to achieve meaningful
outcomes, honest representation and actionable
commitments must be paired with a

transparency of intentions, Hosting COPs in
economies which are heavily reliant on oil, sends
lmx:d Elﬁlld-lk partu:ulzlly when the host nation
sirmul promates in state-rin
oil and gas enterprises. Such contradictions erode
trust and undermine genuine progress,

It would be a significant step forward if COP30,
held in Belém - the heart of the Amazon, gave
representation to the ‘Amazon” as an entity,
exploring what possibilities this opens up,
Bridging the gap between ambition and action
requires not just new negotiation methods but
also a willingness to align policies with the values
we cDJIchlwa champion. Let us hope we are not

entire population of Earth?™ People living on need for dear communication of interests, ag through the Anthropocene.
Polynesian islands or in Africa have no right o transparency walues, and territorial concerns. For organisers, it

vote in American or European elections. Yet, they | of intentions highlighted the logistical and resource The views expressed are personal
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Logjam ends agreement at a meeting passing Bills without sense should prevail among | prevailed over both the Biden might have had his
The success of a democracy | between the government meaningful discussion and parliamentarians in all government and the own excuses, justifications

lies in constructive
discussion, engaging
debates and fine
questioning in Parliament.
For a long time, Parliament
sessions have been an
arena for political vendetta,
frequent walkouts and a
miuzzling of vaices, all of
which call for
accountability. In this
regard, the recent

and the Opposition in the
chamber of the Speaker is a
small step in the right
direction (Front page,
December 3).

R Srivatsan,

Chennai

Itis a blot on democracy
that the temple of
demacracy is not being
allowed to function. If

debates on sensitive issues
is not healthy, equally, it is
unacceptable to be having
frequent disruptions and
misconduct.

5. Seshadrl,

Chennai

I would feel bad if there is
no discussion on Manipur,
one of the most burning
topics of the day. Better

parties to discuss the
various issues concerning
the people of India. Why
waste time and money on
trivial matters, that too
raised by the forces inimical
to India?

Govardhana Myrneedu,
Vipryswada, Ardhirs Pradesh

Itis a positive denouement
that better counsel

Opposition. Pariamentary
forumns are not meant for
fights between Kilkenny
cats. There should be an
end to scoring over the
other on the basis of lung
power.

Ayyasserl Raveendranath,
Aranriida, Kerala

Presidential pardon
United States President Joe

and reasons for pardoning
his son, Hunter Biden
("World' page, December 3).
Howewer, Mr. Biden's act
reminds us of the maxim,
"Blood is thicker than
water". How President-elect
Donald Trump might deal
with the Hunter Biden
episode is another matter.
C.G. Kuriakose,
Katharmarigatam, Kerala
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SPEAKOUT
Wehave restored democracy, Inthe last 10
years, they have totally rotted t emand
emptied thestate exchequer, They could not
fulfilany of the promises they made during
the agitation (foraseparate
state), Now we are restoring
the systemand cleansing it
ofall the misdecds they have

Congressstillindenial

The Congress party has not been known for its ability
Iuinhm;n‘tl andcourse-correct and hasbeen noted,
cven |n the face nllhwnr‘sl fmluu:a, as looking for

intherecent
Haryanaand Maharashtra Assembly ebections. The eredie
for the es in Jammu and Kashmir ancl Jha el
goes toits allinnee partners, the National Conference and
the IMM, respectively, [t converted a certain victory into
defeat in Haryana and could not turm the favourable envi-
romment in Maharashira its way. The res made by
party beaders after the defeats and the reasons given by par-
typresident Mallikarjun Khargeat the Working Committee
meeting last week do not show that the party has come to

Methodologies that fail to
factor in complex social
realities can overstate the
severity ol hunger

GURUCHARAMN GOLLERKERI

ndia’s poor ranking on the Glebal
HumngerIndex (Gl Illhn‘bccnnnim
of wnlrmmm :Ilqmuﬂr mpm
the National

SN and the Pub-
wstem (FDOS), Indla's

o rank of 105 out of 127 countries in
024, placing it under the ‘serious’ cat-
qn:rymllldw\ﬁﬂh'ﬂkwrﬂmwr

dietary needs of individuals vary signif-
icantly based on factors like age, oceu-
pation, lifestyle, and health condations.
Widhagrowing locus on dietary quality
over gquantity, many Inciars are shift-
ing towards dicts that prioritise quality
jmk n

each indicator is o methodological
faw. For a country lke India, which
has made substantial progress in food
production and distribution through
various welfare schemues, undemour-
ishment rares abone might give o more

uulonc unah-.'lhuwlandlmrm:hfwd

security
les ot exuivalent to nuerition security.
Thus, using ealorie consumption as a
primary criterion may not accuritely
rcnmr.-nt hunger in India, where die-

n1 sections of the pqml:uhl. Jnﬂ wiing
in rarald India, even if calori
mainssaaticor shoves a decline,

aeCurbe [ hunger than child
wasting or stunting rates, which are
more complex indicators involwing a
range of soclo-eeonomic factors, The
equal weighting fails o account for the
uniguie dynamics in each country antl
can unfairly penalise countries like
dia. where structural issues cont It‘
o certain indicators but do not neces-
sarily reflect widcspread hunger,

grips with its situation and taken the righe from
the defeats,

Kharge acee pted thit the party's performance was poor
in all the four states, He said a lack of unity and rhetoric
againgt each other was the main reason for the defeat,
The leadership has wo explain why it allowed the lack of
umity to prevail. He recognised the need to strengthion
the organisation, But many decisions taken at the 2022
Udaipur clifntan shibir tostrength-
en the organisation have not been
i 'h.uu - 1 ':'Mr'. i Party resorts
evaluate the performanceof leaders
and office-bearers, It was for the to famillar
high command to acton these, The  JUCIEELT
presidentshifted muchoftheblame BT
for the defeats to the state and local - FERaE]
Teaders and defended the national
leadership. He said the narrative [EAGTEH

Haryanaand
Maharashtra

at the national level was vight and
it was the responsibility of the state
leadership tocreate local narratives
and convey them to the people. The
central leadership should explain
whether the narrative about the Constitution being in
danger, which Rahul Gandhi wok much pains to convey,
had any impact in Maharashtra, Kharge wanted the state
UNItS10 STt preparaions one vear before the elections, Is
itnoth nsibilicy oy hemin time for
that? There is eriticism that the (nn.gnmdnd not fully shift
tothe election gear in Maharashira even after the defeat in
Haryana. Ithas beenobserved thateven the party's website
is not regularly updated,

The question ifac
fixed for the defeats in the two 'mllc‘l is also relevant, The
party was quick to hold EVMs responsible for its defeat in
Haryana. It has raised doubis about the EVMs in M.ll\:u
ashira, That does it no credit, Tt must i
nnd niot m-ud the machine, to Incan-
ection G
reproach, i.u: the party should not paper lmr:hcwrucw
it has done toitsell.

Hili it b

Learning froma
contentious ban

ustralia’s legislation to ban the use of social media

by children aged under 16 is the first such law in the

arld on a subject that has received much attention

and has been widely debated. 1‘hc|\-n|\‘| ulesinthe US and
Fulw:cthnl regulate the use of dlia by valnerab
sections and seek to protect their privacy as individuals,

but thisisthe first time oomnrv:hmslwlcs:lslntlun has been

on it The A rment hias said that

the lawisintended toenforce social responsibility toensure

Ih:-ml'rlml'rlnldrrn |I'u:tk-| lu]]n'w:nldlllillrn under 16

fi ing platfors t Tile'

anc Snapchat but exempts some others that have educa-

tional content, like YouTube. Social media platforms will

now hawe to set up age verification measures, and failure
1n1]:|m\'11l uwbyundcb]b uscrs.wlll inwvite hefty penalties,

manyreasons, One

which mu]rllm:lth privacy laws,
There are different views on the impact of social media on
young minds, It is widely held that excessive social media
use can uﬁm the normal gmwth of ehildren and adoles-
lilesivis suich ety depiession, poor
self-esteem, .md sleep disorders.
Prime Minister Anthony Albancse
said in the Australian parliament
that social media was "a platform
fior peeer pressy iverafanxiety,
avehicle for scammers and, worst
of all, a rool for online predators™,
There are cases of children doing
sell-harm because of excessive
socinl media engagement. At the
same time, there is an argument
that the negative view is an exag:
geration and many children would
benefit from social media usage.
But parents and adults have gener-
ally supported the curbs in surveys
comducted on the matter,
Implementation of the regulatory measures will be ex-
tremely difficult, if not impossible. Bans and ulrbun-cual}y
have the oppositeeffect. Child i
or set up fake necounts. It may also be p:&lbll.-lu e net-
works that operate outside the law, Other countries will
watch how effectively the lnw will be implemented in Aus-
tralio. India has the world's largest adolescent population
whichisactively engaged insocial media, There have been
suggestions for regulation of its usage in the country, The
problemwith most regulations ths difficult to find a
micldle path between total ban and free use. Parents and
schools can play a major role in making children oware of
the need for positive and responsible social media usage.
There is an opportunity now to learn from the experience
ofanother country.

Australia’s
banonsocial
mediause by
children, while
difficult to
implement,
holds

Interest for the
world

| theef-
[.-ulve nessol our social progection pro-
grammas. It mIn:‘ﬂ questions about the
ntary Nu il
(SNPy= im'nflla.ulxm'uiwwl'idurthu
Integrated Child Deselopment Services
(ICDS) Scheme. We, therefore, needan
evidence-based resolution of the Global
Hunger Index conmdrum tocountera
Mawed portrayal of Tndian society,
While it is true that in certain geog-
raphies and populatkas malutriton
persists, seruting of the GHI methodel-
oy excposes Bimitations that can miseep-
resent the reality, especially for adiverse
and populous country like ndia, It s,
ﬂm\-lnn- h|||kmn|umn:luu.w thie

Complexities not captured

Finally, the devilisin the o, GHI relics
subrzantiallyon seeondary dag sources,
inchuding FAD estimates, health sur-
:x_-p.lmlr_wnmhl:-n-:gmplnk-q-ww.

e stzes, In Tncin's case, the most recent
comprehensive nutrition survey (No-
ional Family Health Survey) was cone
ducted in 20192020, Relying om such
dlata without timely updates mises the
striches Tndia has macke in food security
programmessince then, Beaides, many
of these surveys are based on recall daia
and self-reporting, which may not ¢

:um:hct%umt l‘hrumrélullm“?d
lnud Access, cultural dictary nrndlu’!.

(‘ HI, pointly published by the [nterna-
tional Food Policy Research Insitute,
Coneern Worldwide, and Welthunger-
Tl rrvensures Tninger using fourkeyin-
dicators: Undemourishment (pereent-
e of the population with insufficient
caloreintake); Child Wasting (percent-
age of children undu I'N. wlunur o

Second, child wasting and stunting
are significant issucs in India, but they
reflect broader soclo-economic amd
healthcare challenges racher than pure
hunger, For example, child stunting
and wasting are influenced by a mul-
titude of factors such s sanitation,

wedght-for-he healthcareacces, tual health,

centage of chil L tkrllwwi!unn Open defeeation, poor hyglene practic-

1|Jw Imghl lur'mcl.nml(.hlthth;v e, and limited healtheare sccess can
Eachol i

ﬂk di ibutes cqually to ly reflecting food scarcity.

the I‘llnlﬁll]mn whichisthenusedo  Child stunting and wasting rates are

‘Thehigherthe: e the  sensitive 1o local and In-

e \‘lell'l\uIIW\'l‘k'Uc] Countries

prevabentin
Tnlin can lead meliserepancies between
reported and actual conditons,

India's NFSA provides millions of
sulnerable individuals with subsidised
food grains. India alsoruns the Mid- Day
Meal Scheme and ICDS: their impact
is ot eaptured in the GHI metrics,
With its excessive focus on children
(three of four indicators) and applying
metrics without adjusting o regional
differences, the GHE ends up wrongly
labeling ehildren as malnourished just
because they donot fit a global average,
Stmllarly, it s well known that Askans

dia's geographic and soclo-economic

are cilegs e
rbous, alarming, or extremely alarming
Teevels o lamger bised on thidr scone,
While this mpproach s rggor
ois, it is far from scientilic, imited in
soope, lacks data granularity, and ean
hence, potentially misiterpret com-
plex social issues, especially for L
heterogeneous countries. Among the
limitations of the GHI Indicatorsin the
Irdian eonmtext, we must note thar:
First, the Undernourishment Indica:
torrelieson calorieintake o determine
Tunger, based on Food and Agriculiure
Crrganisation (FAD) dots, However,
calorie intake alone is an insufficient
aneasuire of mitritional well-being. The

ity t e
may not rellect specificimprovements
Incertain stites or reghons.

Third, the child mortality indica-
tor can also be o misleading proxy for
g Chilled morsabivy bn Bndia s more

ypcally lower
abodic Fate (AMR), which is the energzy
wit use while resting, and lower Physi-
cal Activity Levels (PAL). So, a realistic
Keal requirement winld
150 th

ofLAD0Ke), -
GHI PPN 1o overshoot :hr hun-
Ith Ber stze-fits-allap:

often a result of inodeguate |
infrastricture, poor maternal lealih,
infectious diseases, and sanitation
issues rother than outright hunger or
starvation, The NFSA and FDS systems

proach, resuliing in a skewed portray-
al of Indias huﬂum levels, Wlilluu: .\

done, Ttis notaone-dayjob.,

Takan

Talkers ave usually more articulate than doers,
since talk is their specialty.

Thomas Sowall

TOBE PRECISE

India ‘a laboratory to try things":

Income
Inegquality,

inflation, etc
A, 5§

Bill Gates

\ s
NEXT??

INPERSPECTIVE

Reporate: Will RBI
heed govt call?

There are alarmist
signals from the
government butan
unchanged rate will
signal commitment
tostability

T K JAYARAMAN

aeroeconomicstbdity
(growthwith pricesta-
bility) is o shared goal
ol the government and thecen-
trul hank. Bath hnvc been s

yet,
Figll child moreality can persist due o
theaclofa robust health infrastructure
o i
In underserved reghons.

Fourth, giving equal weightage to

more L o i f operations:
w«:ll |nh'nlmnnd L l'lnn 5 like Ilw G HI ﬂ!L"Il iy and ety pol-

complex issues ey Hiwever, every fiscal policy
hindering the very progress they aim measurcaflects e aggregate
oMW, demand. Electedgovermnimints

(The writer is Divector, School of
Social Sctetices, Rannafulk University of
Applied Sciences)

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

The fragrant resilience of nature

The Palatree continues to
bloom, reminding us
of nature’s tenacity

HARI ARAYAMMAKUL

coembernight has lost its charm.
ilnIcwuhluhﬂlulmlltﬂumthulir.
bt that doesi'tsgop ehe Pala tree.
(Nuunun:hdim Indhinn Glhiost! I'r“'I

gely, 1 found myself red
ingg the long-forgetten joy ol wull:lrlg
has

for Yakshi, vengeful spiris of women,
d.niming that ilnhlcmmumiu x\'ntuf

In darkness. Maodemn
robbed us of this primal delight. High-
mist lamp posts, slunng Ieadlights,
and relen LD decorations sat-
urate the night, leaving no space for
the genuine experience of nocturnil
stillness. Walking alone through adark,
slleen i §s uranatehed; 2 rare apgor-
unity toreconnect withniture, Asthe
darkness surrounds you, your senses

Ier,

&m htina hmnﬁhurrm. liker vl

in the grip of dementin, fom clings

tenaciously o its chythms, striving 1o
preserve afragile balance.

Returning from a laten l;(hl dane ¢

sharpen, at I afyour
ooisteps, hm
of houses, tf into

seduced by this encha I'r
pausing o indulge ina Iullxl‘ul tll'!lu
invoxcicating air.

They say recent Decembers have
been the warmess on record, Yet, the
Pala blooms, procreating without the
roimance of llll")‘ nl,ulh like & post

depend om their performance
10 return 1o power, Fiscal ex
penditures are funded by tax
revenve, sometimes by bor-
rowdig from the contral bank,
:lvhich minlﬂﬁﬂnnnry. Leneral

mn-rllmloﬂln G.21% inflution
g in e

the inflation target
which waes jointly agreed to by
the government and the RBI
in Awgust 2016 and 13 vabid il
March 31, 2026, It is calcular-
wed as the annual pereentage
change in the monthly Con-
sumer Price Index based on
items of final consumption
ot the retail level. AsNovember
Inflation data will not be avail-
obile until mid-December, the
g hias o be decided based
o the October inflation data
(6. 21%), Food imflation was ot
its higghest in October: 10,9%,

Shifting goal posts

Food inflason holds particukar
significance in India due to its
large low-income population.
The country is more sensitive
o price changes in food iems,
Fouod and beverages alone
constitute 4% nl the tal

age goods, The CEA's
osay labuse, Statu-  sel hto inflation
fory i forehebank  calenlation is lased on expe-
I an important requirement  diency. One cannot ke out

for a healthy politieal and eco-
namle systen,

Last month, the differenc.
e between the gove M
and the Reserve Bank
(IRBI} on the interest regime
(reporateoff.5%) minull‘m
lighting inflation since Febo-
ary Z{EJ were aired publicly.
Specches by Commerce and
Finance M nisters and the

F.

“inconveniem” items and add
whatis convenient =it amaounts
o shifting the goal-posts dur-
inga ﬁxtndlwnc.

T was ef't 1o a burenncrat 1o
putthe lid on anembarrassing
et Ajay Seth, Secretaryol
the Department of Econonic
Alfairs, saidata FICCT conven-
tion in New Delhi thiat despiee

E{‘ir\!

a‘cwl‘ﬂlslmlmllu |Inn:\w|\.
hie 20004

2 g verse ’1 ’ block,

2 gtmﬂh P I 6.5%

lrish 1@ scent
divorced from the )ul amblence it
secrms to demund, Still, as human ac-
wivity strains the planet, nature bartles

the night, an]l(ml d by inky blackness,
lemving only silhouettes in the vold.
All ol asudden, adelighilaromaen-

wovsustain its balance, holding onwntil i
can no longer retroe it steps,
Theelectricity snapped back, food-

he P .unhnht\'a:cmufth\hll ing the street wi th harsh yellow light,

Icmplr I was walkmg hunll: whrn a W pet ir. Some Al nmed back o life,
outage Iy unseenin Laiming the night wiih their me-
m:odarknm. The patches of clouds,  the darkness, burst inte Bloom. Yet, its - chanical rh:nllm. fu'wmcd walking,

unusual for a December sky, had
veiled the moon. Only the linle circle
of glow of my phone’s toreh traced o
narrow path omn the pocket road ahead.

el | fragrance was unmistakalble,
lilae Shelley’s skylark, an unseen pres-

my briel communion with the dark
brolien, yet the lingering soent of the

I pthvates th Folldore

wuwn tales of the Pala tree as arefuge

Pala led me of ninture's gquiet
resilience,

LETTERSTO THE EDITOR
Parliament is functioning. But where are the MPs?

It is good thar both Houses of Parliament have re-
suimed deliberating on the isues that have been raised.
However, where are our MPs? Many of them were absent o
when questions relevant to different parts of the count
were nsked and responded to. Unless all the MPs atten
Parliament, how will they learn about the issues in the
country are and what is being done? Is there any way

%ass on the benefit

This refers to'Centre scraps 'wind-
fall tax’ on petrol, diesel: bag relicl for
RIL, ONGC' (Dec 3). The abolition of
the windfall tax’ on big ol refining
companies due to the weakening

of erude prices in the international
ket has resulted in huge mon-
etary gains for them, However, the
gewernment has not considered pass-
ing on the benefit of lower ol prices
o conmsumers, who have been paying
exorbitant prices for petrol and
diesel for a bong time, According o
official figures, the Centre and States
have together collected a whopping

s 35 lakh erore through varous tax-
enon petral and diesel over the past
five years, The high cost of energy
has been the primary cause of the
eonntry’s rampant inflation, making
living difficult for houscholds, The
exelusion of the commuon man from
the benefits of lower erude prices s
inexplicable.

Kamal Laddha, Bengalun

Fund cut unfair

Your editorial, ‘Fund cut betrays
differently abded” (Dec 3), highligh
aconcerning issue. Reducing funds
for disabiliey welfare undermines

public can ask about their whereabouts during the ses-
sion? Interestingly, some MPs changed their seas to be
= behind o next to -
asif oensure they were captured on camera. Hopefully,
Bt hosuses of Partinment will function during the rest
of the session and discuss all outstanding issues.

handra

Basappa, Bengalury

the member asking a questhon,

s tation

inclusion and the i

IJ.I‘}‘ Ihlllqtllnmlllw (MI’().

. Heach ledged e role
of weather-related Iactors in
food infl 1 d

before
mieeting on December 446 for
setting o new repo? Unfortus
nately they cameintotheopen

that maonetary policy falls un-
der the REI's domadn. The Fi-
nance  Ministry's Octo-

ber Monthly Economic Review

s R ('.uwvnur'ﬂnnl.rll‘anm
Das’ four
Ill MPC mecting,

CommereeMinlster Piyush
Goyal said the RBI must cut
interest rutes, ignoring fosd
inflation. He elaimed eon-
sidering food Inlation o
decicde on cwtting rates is a
Mawed approach and noted
that the 6.5% rate is hurting
consumption and invest-
ment. The GDP growth rate
i the July-September quarter
was only 54%, compared to
1% in the corresponding Q2
FY24. It is also a drop from
6.7% in Ol FY25. The sovern-
ment's concerns are under-
standable,

On November 18, Finanee
Minlater Mirmeala Sitharaman
snid, at State Bank of India’s
Ihhﬂnmull H.ml:irm and

of eritical programmes. Adequate
allocation is essential for rehabilita-
tion. assistive technologies, and skill
development. Polieymakers must
cater to these necds and uphold the
rights of persons with disabilities
and empower them to contribute
meaninglully to society,

Zohratus Sharaf, Bengaluru

Aum-
b, that the k-:llng rates are
cuusing “stress to borrowers”.
She wanted the rates to be
made affordable, Her com-
ments were reported in
e media as indicative of
“intensifying” differences
between the government
i the RBL

r\ day later, CEA Anantha

Dur readinns i wilnom to amall lethrs Bo

d.cosn oniy letiers.
emaded - ot handwitien - will be accopiod),
AN letions must carry the sender's postal
ardress and phons pumber

dageslwaran sl at the con-
mwiln: W ot ondon, po-
1t TOP), gold, nnd silver are
ks o, the head Bine CPlrage
wis 4, 2%, noting, that these
items accounted formorethan

is e abowt the food
situation, thanks 1o im-
proved and favourable mon-
soon conditions, increased
nlnimasm support prices, and
a deduate supply of inputs.
However, the global cco-
namie landscape is changing
with the return of Donald
Truimp as the president of the
United States. His protection-
st policies and plans for the
deportation of legal immi.
grantscould lead oarsein LS
inflation through arifs, amd a
i In labourshortage. Critical
imporisfrom the US would be-
conme mareexpensiveand hurt
Inclia’s exports, The REEs role
I ervietal i madniainbg both
domestic and external stabl-
ity of the rupee, By koeping
thee repo rate unchanged, the
IRBI would continue to assure
finuncial markets of Indin's
commitment tostalility which
I wital Tor sustaining not only
domestic but also overseas in-
wvestor confidence. That would
contribute w stemming the
portfolio
investment which resulied in
a decrease in the forelgn ex-
chinjpe reserves level, and halt
depreciationof the rupee,
(The wriver isa former
Senfor Eeoromiss, Asinn
Develogmnent Bank. He
teches ar Amrita Schooloff
)
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Local action amidst global inertia

frer hours of intense
negotiations, the 29th
Conference of the
Parties (COPZ9) w the
UK Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCOC) ended
with a dlimate finance goal where
developed countries are to
provide §300 billion annually by
2085, Hrmwr. this is far tmrn
what th

Ramya Natarajan
Research schentist at
the Center far Study
al Science,

need, und onee mm brings globul
climute gridiock into the spotlight.

Reaching a consensus
The notion that developed
eountries should finance climate
action in developing nations while
also ramping up their own
mitigation efforts (such as taking
the lead in phasing out fossil fuels
and reaching net zero emissions
Taster) is accepted in principle, but
has proven contentious to
implement across COPs. The
developed world continues w use
Tossil fuels to meet most of its
demands and has no plans of
reaching net zero before
mid-century. The deadlock has
remained a recurring theme at
climate negotiations, and COP29
was unsurprisingly no exception,
The powerful fossil fuel lob
t-spedaulv the il and gas lobl
the developed world's beavy
reliance on fossil fuels; the
re-election of climate change
deniers; and the differential
impacts of climate change across
the globe twith the developing
workd more likely tw be impacted
than others) are all challenges that
hinder reaching a consensas,
Global negotistions are not
useless, On the contrary, they are
extremely important, even if the
victories are few and far between,
For instance, the Montreal
Protocol, which came into force in
1989, has successfully helped
protect the azone layer and
eliminate certain chemicals used
in refrigeration
{chloroflucrocarbons), a
significant contributor to the
depletion of the ozone layer,
Similarly, the Kyoto Protocol, the
first global accord on reducing

and
Palicy, &
research-based think
tank

Executive director at
the Center for Study
of Science,
Technology and
Policy

While global
consensus and
funding remain
elusive, local
and natlonal
actions are
making tangible
Progress

greenhouse gas emissions, which
came into force in 2005; the 2015
Paris Agreement, a consensus on
limiting global warming o below
2°C with revised national targets

change, For instance, the PM
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana
provides househaolds with
subsidies to install rooftop solar
panels, thereby also addressing

that it has already been
exceeded, Scientific evidence
warns that crossing this threshold
will lead to severe consequences
in verms of natural disasters and
heat stress, which are already
apparent across the world, In
some instances, the changes
expected are unknown and could
be catastrophic, Further, studies
also point to the fact that the
earth’s climate will continue o
evolve even after global net zero is

transition t clean air
and clean transportation. The

Sumant Sinhs
wo - major  global

ing economies will see much
benefit. Even larger econo-
mies ke India are unlikely w

Takeaways from COP29

While there were disappoiniments, ther

much cause for celebration oo

At the G20 Summit, Indone-
siun President Probowo Sub-
fanto unveiled an ambitious

easy to meet. Assessments
had shown that developing

dures for authoris-
ing these credits,

every five years; and the 2021 energy poverty and access. The events ok place last | get adequate resources for | plan to retive all coal and fossil
Glasgow Climate Pact, which "M Electric Drive Revolution in maonth: the G20 Sum- | priorities such as adaptation, fuel-fired plants by 2040, This
introduced a loss and damage Innowative Vehicle Enhancement it in Bragil and the 29th Con- That suid, there were signif- | is significant, as Indonesia is
fund and in which nations (P E-DRIVE) initiative aims to ference of the Parties (COP29) | icant victories as well. The set | the largest exporter and third-
declared their respective net-zero promuote the adoption of oy thee LN F k Conven- | of on carbon mar- | largest consumer of coal glo-
dates, are some COPs 1o celeks ro-emission vehicles, tion on Climate Change in Ba- | kets concluded a decade of ne- | bally, It also highlights that the

However, unlike the two-wheelers, ku, Azerbaijan. Catalysing fi- | gotistions. While bilateral car- | foeus on coal is back - a chal-
melting of glaciers, the three-wheelers, nance o address climate | bon credit deals lenge that  India
pace of action has been ambulances, and change was a central theme at | between countries stwved off in pre-
slow, Studies indicate trucks, offering both events. The deal reached | had  been  taking vious COPs in order
that the 1.5°C target will purchase subsidies and in Baku, though hardwon, | place under Article o ensure that the
be breached within a supporting essential falls short of expectations, 6.2 of the Parls focus remained on
few years, with one charging infrastructure To be fair, the expectations | Agreement, COP20 all fossil fuels, The
sty even suggesting to accelerate the for climate finance were never | clarified the proce- lnck of progress on

the "phase-out” of
all fossil fuels at

Perform, Achieve, and Trade (PAT) countries need $1.3 trillion per | their transferability between | both COP29 and the G20 Sum-
scheme, soon to be replaced by vear throwgh 2035 to build in- | registries, and the standards | mit is a cause for concern,

the Indian Carbon Market, helps frastructure for adapting o | needed tw ensure their envi- Should we  acknowledge
mobilise investments needed w climate change; investing in | ronmental integrity. This pre- | that the battle to limit global
improve energy efficiency and clean energy, land use, andur- | vents eredits from being re- | temperature rise o L5°C has
emissions reduction in industries, ban development to reduce | voked and investment getting | likely been lost, and adopt a
It is important o note that India pgreenhouse gas  emissions; | stranded. A bigger win was | more realistic target? A study
‘has been working hard on and recovering from disasters, | the move towards implement- | released before COP29 indi-

reducing its emissions intensity
{002 per unit of GDIFY as per its
commitment to the Paris

incremental at best. How then do
we reconeile these different scales
(exponential versus incremental
rates) of action? Our answer is (o
focus efforts on national and
sub-national-level action, In India,
several policies and finance have

This amount was to come
from the 24 high-income
countries listed in Annex | of

ing a global carbon market un-
der Article 6.4, with several
rules agreed upon,
The swift adoption of these
rules by individual munlrles

procedural

market, which will help dJlotl
capital twwards the most effi-
cient emission reduction pro-

cated that the world was alrea-
dy 1.49°C warmer than pre-in-
dustrial levels by the end of
2023, Another suggests that
lheu‘ are still pathways to re-

rise within
rhe LE°C limit, even with a
temporary overshoot, But this
witld require the remaoval of

tangible progress. The hullabaloo
arvund COPs from “non-parties™
i less erucial than the need w
drive action on the ground. India
deserves praise for already taking
steps in the right direction,
Mavving forward, sustained efforts

several challenges, India has
largely followed the co-benefits
approach in addressing climate

alrendy been put in place towards | in emissions mitigation, mindful nised that private finance
clean energy aligned with Mission tends o flow o economies
that international climate inance LiFE, a greater emphasis on where retumns are commer-
contribution will be minimal, developing resilient infrastruciure clally attractive, and it can ea-
Being a developing country with and communities, and sily shift back 10 advunoed

implementing effective heat action
Etms 1o address extreme heat will
essential,

reached, but the longer we take to | Agreement. Furﬂwr in ad.dltlnnlu the UNFCCC, Given the out-

et there, the more significant the ies for look of slow  economic

impact of climate change will be, State Action Plans on Climate growth, green investments re- | is crucial w
Change support adaptation cquired in their own territories,

India's efforts strategies tailored to specific and the likelihood of the U.S,,

Whether the goal is to limit global vulnerabilities of States, with a which accounts for half of

temperature rise to 1L.52°C or forus on agriculture, forestry, ive federal i Jects

condemn political for water and disaster risk pulling back, there was litle

starting wars, the rate at which reduction, appetite for @ significant | this regard.

action is needed is exponential, While global and

but the rate at which it is funding remain elusive, local and The biggest  disappoint

realistically possible is national actions are making ment, however, is that even

the small commitment made
= §300 billion per year - does
not come entirely from public
finance, but from sources in-
cluding Multilateral Develop-
ment Banks, carbon markets,
and private finance. It is recog:

when

to be a major beneficiary in

Other positive outcomes in
cluded new emission reduc-
tion pledges from the Euro-
pean Union, Canada, and
other regions. Many nations
committed to proj
2035 targets in ¢
Nationally Determined Contri-
butions  than  their current
commitments, The UK. and
Brazil have announced their
updated targets, while Nor-
way is consulting on its own,
Mexico, under the leadership
of climate scientist Claudia

Inddin s likely | several hundred gigatonnes of
carbon using untested carbon
removal technologies, At pre-
sent, large-scale investment in
these technologies is not be-
ing seriously discussed. Des
pite this, the 1L.5°C goal re-
mains a key leverage point for
developing countries, which
use it to push for more finan-
cial suppaort, and for large eco-
nomies to take more aggres-
sive steps o cut emissions,
There are pros and cons o
abandoning the 1.5°C target. It
deserves serious thought,

o steeper
eir revised

Seamard Sinha is the foaunder, Chatrman

change. This creates uncer-
tainty about whether emerg:

became the litest an.reumfmm»; and was recagnised
MAjor economy to i i in 4
Roal o reach net zero by 2050, TIMENDND Climate fist

Unpredictable rainfall makes farming in Marathwada even harder

In the last two decades, annual rainfall over Mar

h

1a has been stable but the tming and intensity of rains have become erratic

DATA POINT

Ishita Jalan
Lakshmikantha N.&,
n Maharashira's Jalna district,
l Dada Rao Ghatode, a farmer
from Babultara village, owns

eight acres of land where he grows
soyhean, cotton, and pigeon pea
(tur) during the kharif season (July
to October). This season, he ex-

ected ot beast ¥80,000 in return
rom four acres of soybean, Ho-
wever, a single day of heavy rains
in September ruined nearly 80%,
of his erop,

This was not an isolated inci-
dent, Across Marathwada, farmers
are grappling with unpredictable
changes in rainfall distribution,
which are threatening their liveli-
hoods, Jalna, along with all other
districts in Marathwada, has expe-
rienced a sharp increase in ex-
treme rainfall events, disrupting
traditional farming practices and
WIHET MANAEEMEnt systems,

Rise in extreme rainfall events
Through the last two decades, the
distribution of rainfall in Jalna has
changed significantly, according to
our analysis of daily gridded rain-
fall data from the India Meteoro-
logical Department. The region's
total annual rinfall has been rela-
tively stable but the timing and in-
tensity of the rains have become
erratic, Already infamous for its
droaghts, Marathwada now oscil-
lates between periods of Hitle wa-
ter and those of too much, which
also cause severe waterlogging
during the kharif season.
Traditicmally, farmers grow wa-
rerdintensive crops such as paddy,
maize, pulses, soybean, and
proundnue during the kharil crop-
ping season, and expect good
vields. But with an increasingly un-
stable monsoon, the farmers have
had 1o fall back more and more on
rabi season (November to Aprily
crops such as sorghum, chana,
and wheat, which have lower mar-
ket prices. Even though most farm-
ers own medium o lage land-
£

holdings, they are not prospering.

Data from 2001 tw 2023 indicar-
ed that rains in July, August, and
September accounted for 70% of
Jalna's annual rainfall, and that the
monsoon arrived ke in July and
August in most of these years
(Chart 1), Further, the amount of
rain in July and Auguse fell short as
much as 70% of the time, while
there was a 50% chance of down-
pours deviating from normal pat-
terns in September.

The greater cause for alarm may
be the number of rainy days: the
frequency of those with mare than
3 mm of rain dropped by 30% in
August, a critical period for crop
prowth. September had 18% more
rainy days, meaning the land was
water-logged just as the crops ap-
proached harvest (Chart 2 and 3).

These patterns are disrupting
farming cycles and putting farm
ers who depend on kharif-season
crops at even more risk, Extreme
rail events — defined as a day
with rain falling in the 99th per-
centile by quantity - have not only
become more frequent but also
more intense. The intensity on
these days increased from 59 mm/
day in 1951-2000 to 70 mm/day in
20012023, There are  similar
trends across central India, where
studies have recorded a threefold
increase in the frequency of ex
treme precipitation events,

Black soil and water-logging
Farmers, researchers, and policy-
makers often discuss water scarci-
ty in relation to the impact of cli-
mate  change on  agriculiure,
leaving the challenges of excess
water to still be understudied. The
Marathwada region's black soil can
hald a large amount of water be-
fore having to discharge it, and is
thus prone to waterlogging.
When this soil type becomes
saturated with water, it restricts
drainage and prevents water from
seeping into aguifers, resulting in
flooding even with normal rainfall.
For farmers, waterlogging is equal
to disaster because it deprives the
erops of oxygen, which leads to
rotting, wilting, and increased sus-

ceptibility to pests and diseases,
The hydrogealogy of Marathwa
da further complicates this situa-
tion. Although farm ponds and
wells fill quickly after the rains, the
underlying basalt rocks are not
conducive o long-term water stor-
age. In other words, farmers can't
rely on these resources for irriga-
tion throughout the year. The re-
sult is @ continuous cycle of sur-
plus water in the monsoon and
scarcity in the d? maonths — both
of which are bad for farming.
Evolving water management
The changes in rainfall diseribu-
tion in Jalna reveal a pressing need
for new agricultural water man-
agement strategies, Prevailing wa-
ter management practices in Ma-
rathwada are based on storing
excess water in farm ponds, These
ponds do provide some relief, but

Change in rainfall patterns
[Data for the charts were sourced from the daily gridded rainfall data of the
India Meteorological Departrment

o

Chart 1 Chart 2: Tha charts show the number of miny days far
Along mamp th manth af August, Th frequency of thase days with
ws calculated mare than 3 mm of rain dropped by 30% In August, &
|pﬁ|mﬂmml§1 eritical petod for crop growth

to 2010, and each

category of rainfall 0

they don't prevent or
retain water beyond a single sea-
son, This limits their usefulness,

For conventional methods o
manage watersheds, experts use
historical rainfall data to deter-
mine storage capacity, But with
the monsoons becoming less pred-
ictable, Jalna and other similar
areas need watershed structures
that can withstand high runof val-
umes from extreme rain events,
Ome sustainable approach would
be to focus on enhancing the re
gion's drainage networks and im-
proving surface water storage.

Transitioning from farm ponds
that depend on groundwater o
surface runoff capture systems
could also reduce the pressure on
aquifers and prevent groundwater
depletion,

Additionally, shifting 10 mone
water-tolerant varieties of crops
can allow the water to percolae
through the soil more and help
sustain the lindscape even when it
s inunclated.

This combination of improved
drainage  infrastructure, surface
water storage facilities, and resi-
lient land use can foster a balanced
waler MANagement system capi-
ble of withstanding the disruptive
weather changes in Marathwada.
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FIFTY YEARS AGO DECEMBER 4, 1974
Ford explains strategic
arms accord with Russia

Washington, Dec. 3: The United States
President, Mr, Gerald Ford, said last night that
his strategic arms accord with the Soviet Union
would allow the two super-powers arsenals of
2,400 nuclear missiles and bombers apiece, and
called it “a real breakthrough®,

He told a news conference that the
agreement, still subject o more detailed
negotiations to “convert this agreed framework
into a comprehensive accord”, would allow the
twa countries to put multiple warheads on 1,320
of the missiles in each nation's quota,

The agreement would run from 1975 to 1985,

“This does not permit an agreed build-up, it
puts a cap on future build-ups,” Mr, Ford said,
“and it actually reduces a part of the build-up at
the present time.”

However, Mr, Ford said he intends to push the
LS, strength upto the levels contemplated by
the agreement which covers intercontinental
ballistic missiles, submarine-launched missiles
and long-range bombers,

Answering questions, Mr, Ford stressed that
nothing in the arms limitations agreement
precluded the United States from increasing its
throw-weight capabilities, meaning a more
powerful missile that could carry a heavier
warhead, He said several years ago, the US.
military authorities made a decision to go in for
smaller and more accurate missiles, while the
Soviets set guidelines for “heavier missiles”.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DOECEMBER 4, 1924
Wireless in Australia

Leafield (Oxford) Midnight, Dec 3: The
beginning of a great forward movement in
wireless communications between various parts
of the British Empire is signified by a message
from Australia reporting acceptance of the
tender from the Marconi Company for erection
in Australia of two stations on the beam system
for communication direct with Canada and
England re: _ﬂ):‘clmlynt an approximate cost of
E120,000, station communicating with
England will be capable of ransmission in two
directions. The stations will have ellurmws
traffic capacity, three times that prev

guaranteed by high power stations, 'I‘l'1'dy will be
equipped with high speed receiving and sending
apparaws capable of handling four messages
simultaneously one to and from England and
one to end from Canada,

A
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JAGDISH RATTANANI

he brewing agitation in Maharash-

tra, challenging the 2024 Assembly

election results that delivered an
owerwhetming majority to the Bharatiya
Janata Party (in an alliance with factions
of the Shiv Sena bed by Elmath Shinde and
the NCP led by Ajit Pawar), is more seri-
ous than mere election denialism. ltis rue
thargauging electoral moods is a complex:
exercise, both for pollsters analysing data
and observers reacling the Feld. Yet, even
with these caveats, Maharashtra presents
aspecial challenge thistime.
6 1 because therve s no denying that
themood of the electorate wasand remains
verydifferent from the results deliveredin
the just-concluded 2024 Assembly elec-

Thackeray-led Shiv Sema (SHS-UBT),
whiose government was toppled after he
made bold to break away from the BIPand
challenged the BIP attempt to browbeat
him into submission.

The bartle had all the makings of the
fabded Maharashtrian pride standing firm
against the sultanate from New Delhi,
creating some tensions that in the normal
Llllll"i:‘WUllld have played outin favour of

led by Uddhay Thackeray's Shiv
Sena. The Shinde faction of the S]m Sena
was widely regarded asb
while f\pl Pawar of the NCP was seen ns
betraying his unche, the veteran politician
Shiriad Powar, o join tanks with the BJP,
[‘hcrc is cnuugh material to kead many

PANORAMA
Maharashtraresults: Tallying the unexpected

Pawar and his overwhelming influence
were sought to be undermined. Ordinar-
ily, none of this would fetch the BIF any
vorles, even withitssuperior money power,
much-toured campsign machinery, or the
R 55 ground support. Infact, even support:
ersolthe BJP are ham'l pait 1m'x|ﬂsunM\l

align with the Congress. It is an admitted
position that the BJPwas out toteach him
a lesson. The BIP leadership’s Gujarar
roots were seen to be responsible for fur-
ther deepening the Maharashtra-Gujarat
divide, which became a central theme of
Illr Shiv Sera's campalgn.

theheavy-handed tact
dhave Thackeray and Starad Pawar, mc
omlylimited leewsay that sympathiserseend
1o give 1o Shinde or Ajit Pawar is that they
werecoerced intobreaking ranks underal-
leged threat of action by the Enforeement
Dhrectorate, which is now widely seen as
working for the BIF, This only adds toneg-
ativity for the BJP.
It is no secret in Maharashtra that the
i ledsndmae

e fire, the Gujarat-based
Gautam Adani group. which has been
building real estate projects in Mumbai,
has bagged a controversal mega-contract
for the redevelopment of Mumbai's larg-
est slum, Dharavi, and runs the Mumbai
airpors, becameemblematic of what many
saw a5 external encroachment on Maha-
rashira’s identity. This sentiment clashes
with the Assembly resubis: the BJP-Sena

ul'l-m:hLThnckT.ur.uu rrment wasdest-

tions, Thereismeritin th ent
that this sentiment was obvious, visible,
and firmly leaning towards an expected
sympathy vote for the Uddhay Balasaheb

abilis apled—MLAs kept in hiding,
imthe BJP-ruled Gujarat and Assam, com-
pounded by the way the Thackeray-Sena
symbol was taken away and the way

BIP p
terminded by its leadershipin
Itisalso nosecret that bitterness between

Pleadershipand Uddhav Thackera;
as Chiel Minister escalated after the lat-
ter chose v break away from the BJP and

=

Shinde)l-NCP [Ajir Pawar) alliance won
230 of 288 seats, with the BJP alone se-
curing 132 seats. Such is the sweep that
there will be no Leader of the Oppaosition
in Maharashtra this time, Meanwhile, the
ShivSenasvote share plummected to 9.96%

On Thanksgiving eve, US diplomats reunited family members who had not seen each
otherinyears because of China’s harsh policies on the ethnic group

EDWARD WONG

e police officers came for Ay-
shem Mamutaweek agoatber
homein northwest China.
They told her to pack her
bags. She could have been
taken toa prison, a detention
centre or an internment camp, just like
many other cthnic Uyghur Muslims who
have vanished, sometimes for years.

But four days later, the 73-year-old
Chinese citizen was in Virginda having a
Thanksgiving meal with two sons she had
nat seenin 20 vears and four grandc hildren
she had never met.

| i
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astheyate traditional Uyghur dishesof noo-
dlle soup, lambrstew, broiled chicken, salad
andricewith chickpeas.

Last week, US officials said that China
had freed three American men, one of
them an FBI informant, in exchange for
v imprisoned Chinese sples and at least
one other Chinese citizen, But as part of
thai deal, China also quictly agreed o al-
low Marmut and rwoother Usghurs, one an
American citizen, toleave the country for
the United States.

The Biden administration has not made
pubslic the part of the dealimulving e Uy-
hurs, and itis being reported here for the
first time.

“Waking up in America and seeing
iy farnily, especially my grand children,
is nothing short of a dream come true”

said.

The story of the Uyghurs” journey to
Freedom is one of persstent efforts by an-
guished family members and US officials
inthe e of an increasingly asthoritarian
China, USofficialspeivately raised the cases
fior years in talks with their Chinese coun
terparts, President Joe Biden mentioned
Mamut twice in face-to-face meetings with
Xilinping. China'sleader. China had barred
Mamut from leaving the country because
lher oldest son, Nury Turked, was ivolved
inadvocacy for Uyghur rights.

“It'samazing to me that she was able to
keep it together all those years,” Turkel,
=4, aformer US official and senior fellow

The73 mwmmmmum“mmwmmmmsmmmem

met, inVirginia. s

Asecretplantobring Uyghurs
trapped in Chinato US

img the post-H11 wars. In 20089, his parenis
wanted tovisichimin the Washington area.
When police refused to give them their
passports, they realised they were barmed
from traveling because of Turkel s advoca-

cywork. Turkel then began trving tobring

at the Hudson Institute, said in an mter-
view. He hugged his mother onthe tanmac
and wept last Wednesday night after she
stepped off a Boeing 767 chartered by the
US gowernment at a military base im San
Antonio, Texas,

“Herabilty wwendure, tonot losesigh, o
manage her disappointment ssomething
that personalls Tean't do as afree person.”

After this article was published, the Na-
thonal Security Council said in a statement
o The: New York Times, “We are pleased
Ayshem Mamut is home with her family.
The Ridden-Harris administration has con-
tinuously achvocated for cases of humani-
tarian concern, ncluding U)'ghnrs The
oouncil and the State D hin-

hie Chinese government tolet
I|1<|'ermlecnvclhcamn(|3-

Chinese officials allowed Turkel's father,
Ablikim Mmim, aretived professor, to trav-
el for twio weeks in 2005 to meet with his
four sons in Turkey, but their mother was
forced tostay athome,

Turke] spoke with officials in the Oba-
ma and Trump administrations about his
parents” situation. When President Donakd
Truamp visited Beijing in 2017, he gave Xi
a list of people his administration wani
freed. Turkel's parents were on the list, as
was Iham Tohti, a Uyghur professor sen-
tenced tolifein prisonin 2014 0n s eonvic-

tom of “separatism.”
T May 2[)20 House Speaker Mancy Pe-
i, cl Turked 1o the US Comimis-

itially declined tocomment for this artick.

Turkel and his family have experienced
the hardshipsof Chineserule for more than
ahall-century. Mamutgave birthtohimina
re-educationcanp in Kashygarin 1570, dur-
ing China's Cultural Revolution. Hecameto
the United States as a graduate student in
1995, was granted asylum and then invited
his parents oo visit him. They camein 2000
and again in 2004, whenhe graduated from
American University's Law school.

Turkel became a leading advocate for
Uyghur human rights, inclhading working
on cases of Uyghurs detained by the 1S,
military in Guantinama Bay in Cuba dur-

sion on International Religious Freedom,
wherehewouldserve for four years, Turkel
told Secretary of State Antony Elinken
about his parents’ plight during an online
meetingin fall 2021

In December 2021, China announced
sanctions against four US officials on the
religious freedom commission, incl
Turkel, in retaliation for sanctions that the
Biden admindsrration had imposed on Chi-
s afficials for abusesin Xinjpang.

Turkel spoke with R. Nicholas Bums,
the designated US ambassador to China,
beforeheleft for Bejing, Burnslaterasked
U5, diplomatstocheckon Turkel sparents

Inlhrmmﬂlrumqu “He madea personal
commitment,” Turke] said.

Turkel’s father died in April 2022, at age
3. Turkel was on an offi cial erip to Uzbek-
istam but could not fly to China for the fu-
neral because of the sanctions agains

R ool

WeArs
aration, and along with social isolati
gt Turbelsid, "He g
togn.” Burnsinvited Manmut, now widowed,
tovvisit him in Befjing, but securiny officersat
theairport in Ui kept ber fromioard-
inga plane. Turkel said.
*That was a public slap to all of us,” he
said. “Trwas morallycrushing foemymom.”
U5-China relations hit a low point in
early 2023 after the Pentagon di red

her grandehildren in America. The next
MOrming, ¢ acharter plane to
Beijing with police officers and the odher
two Ungghuirs, a mean and hisdaughter,

The three of them stayed in a govern-
ment guesthouse in Bedjing on Tuesday
might. Their planned departurewas delayed
by six hours, making them nervous. On
‘Wednesday night, they were taken to the
airport, where the US government charter
plane awaited them,

Burns walked with them up the plancs
stairs and wok photoes inside with them.
The three freed American prisoners —
Mark Swidan, Kni Li and John Leung —
weere on the Mighe, as was Roger D Cars-
fens, the |J$ special presidential emvoy for

aChinesespyhal bovethe
Urnitedd States, Turkel waelnmngmpr and
expressed his frustration in congressional
testimony and essays.

Bur US officials persisted. Turkel sadd
that Biden mentioned hismother inameet-
ing with Xi in Woodside, California, that
Nowvember, then again last month in Lima,
Peru. Seill, as recently as early last month,
Turkel did not sound optimistic when we
spoke at ancvent.

Then on Nov 24, a Whire House official
told Turkel that his mather would be on o
LS. government plane keaving China later
tharweek. Around the same time, police of-
ficerswerevisiting Mamut's home, Turkel
spoke tir e by phone and tokd hrrlugu
alongwithw

thec

fFairs, andother US officials, One
of the diplomats put Mamut on the phone
with her son. The Uyghurs on the plane
Birst intonears after it took off,

Turkel and a younger brother, Marmut-
Jjan, boarded their own flight to go from
northemn Virginia toSan Antonio.

Ata refuelling stopin Alaska, the group
traveling from China got separate calls
from Biden and Blinken. I was on Blinken's
official plane returning from a diplomatic
trip o Rome when he made that call. Afer
welanded outside Washington, an aide todd
me that Blinken had spoken 1o the three
freed American men but did not mention
there were also Uyghurs on the trip.

Mamutlefta message on Turkel's voice-
mail during the Anch "Weare

Mamut spent thar Mc mxla;, seeing a
dentist, visiting her lush grave and

in America.”

pn.d\m a bag with traditional Uyghur silk
cloththatshe could use o make ckthes for

nearmidnight, they werein
each other’sarms on the tarmac in Texas.
mes.

from 16.72% in the Lok Sabha elections in
June—asteep and puesling decline.

The hunger strike protest by the senior
and respected social activist Baba Aday,
‘whois 95 years old, has added momentum
o the allegations of misuse of EVMs, not
1o speak of the heavy \ueeul'mulle;furw\q-
Adawsat at Phule W M. yotiba

9

Election Commission. and the credibli-
1y ol the election process isell under the
EVM system is mereasingly coming under
strain. Thisisablowtodemaocraticsystems,
processes, and traditions in India. Itmakes
Inclin, the omee shining democracy, look less
Ilkccmc Tlnullﬂl.ﬂ-lh’alwrhawmhﬂ«].
d. our systems in the last

Phule’s home in Punc city, for the pm‘l‘.‘il..
.ugml]ln?, el again that the agitation is a
sowial-politionl thi br f

muscle-money, and now the added charge
af machine-led manipulation to deliver re-
sullts ar odds with the ground reality. The
Election Commission is set to meet with
a delegation later this week to discuss the
huge questions raksed on the number of
pwph. wno \wd which ycmn oﬂ'm]
58 22%at5

o 65.02% at 11:30 pm on the same day o
B605%on the day of counting,

There is no denying that the changing
numbers have dented the image of the

rs years. Weareatastage that the claimed
advantages of the EVMs have become ir-
redevant in the face of the risks the EVMs
Iring. Ttistimetodiscard themachinesand
g0 back toa fully physical, paper-led sys-
tem—the triedand tested paper and rubber

ingihemonebyone. Nothing isachieved by
the ease of voting or speed of resulis if this
speed kands us fasterinthe wrong place—as
indeed it appearsto have. To defend India.
e st now destroy the EVME.

(The writer is @ jowrnalist and faculty
menher at SPITMR; Syndicate: The Biliion
Press)

Inclusionis not
possible without data

SHASHIKALAM S

e recent B0% reductionin

Karnataka'sdizability funds

snsigmificant sethackinzad
ditiontoseveralotherchallenges
for inclusion efforts. Dizability,
listed under the state st in the
Constitution, isalsoa Panchayati
RajInstitution (PRI)subject.em-
phasising theneed for communi-
tylevel r TEAL 0 ensure

programmes remain impossible,

Karnataka is a ploneer in
bringing a circular and the
guiclelines, through an order in
May 2020, for the allocation af
5% of the development budget
for the preparation and inclu-
sion of people with disabilities
inthemainstream development
programmes, However, this al-
location canunlybemeamngiul

thattheyivewith dignity, respect,
and participation inmainsmream
development

if accr d by detailed, ac-

tionabde dataat gram panchayat

and ward levels, which is cur-
ilabl

India has signed and ratified
many United Nations conven-
tions, and the Convention on
thie Righes of Persons with Dis-
abilities was signed and ratified
in 2007, Inclia is also commitved
1othe United Nations Sustaina-
ble Development Goals Agenda.
17, which has a special focus on
the inclusion of disadvantaged
persons in the development
of the nation to eradicate pov-
erty. Hmutr these commit-

| H

renty
Data: More than
headcounts

Comprehensive disability data
ST E0 enumeration. It

Tequires:

» Mandatory screening of all ar-
sk indlividuals and children in
the O-18 years age group.

® Diagnosis and assessment,
which includes assessment of
individual needs

u Disability measurement wsing

ot robuse
data. Reports consistently show
that people with disabilitics
(PwDs) are among the poorest
0 any community, highlighting
the urgent need for targeted in-
terventions.

Indin's begzisltion his evohed,
with the Rights of Persons with
Disahilities Act, 2016, replac-
ing the outdated Persons with
Disabilities Act, 1995. This

g iehis

darlised toeols.
= [ssumnce of Lniversal Disable
Identity (UDID) cards to ensure
access o social security.

At the district level, there i3 a
need o develop district disability
inchusion road maps with dars-
bases/ needs, budgets, and imple-
mentation arateges. There isno

of funds: with 5% of the
du.'wlopmcﬂl budget allocared.
\epl:nmu'@_nrremhl—

shift ia
framework and expanded the
definition of disabilities from
seven to 21 categorics.

et mere begislagion and glob-
al declarations are insufficient.
The absence of comprehensive
data undermines all atternpes at
inclusion, leaving pnln:m and
programmesdi

As i first step wwdn.isu(hn_\
iing this vision, the government
muist hevee data on disability in-
cidence and prevalence. India
included disability in the 201
census, with only seven types of
disabilities as mentioned in the
Persons with Disabilities Act
1995, As per Census 2011, out of
the 121 crore population, abour
258 crore persons are*disabled”
which is 221% of the total pop-
ulation. For a country of India's
size and population, it & grossly
under-reported dara. The Unived
Sttes, in contrast, counts 14%of
its population as having some
wype of disability as of 2022 Itis
also noteworthy that disability is

ioes using
can be a reality only when all dis-
abled persons are screened and
assesaod an the community level,
Technology can bridge gaps
in data collection and serviee
delivery, Karnataka’s Depart-
ment for Rural Development
and Panchayathi Rajand the De-
partment for the Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities and
Senior Citizens have developed
screening methods, and organi-
sationslike CHR Networkin Ben-
galuru have ereated software for
screening, nocdsassessment, and
districi-level disability planning.
Tele-rehabilitation services, sup-
ported by Internet connectivity,
can link primary health centres
and community health centres
with multidisciplinary teams,
bringing comprehensive care
dloser o communitics.
Karnataka has the potential
tobecomea moded state leverag-
ing iits 5% development budget
directive, technology-enabled
screening, noeds assessient, and

Tiving with a cisability.
ageing population contributing
significantly to disability preva-
Renice, [ndin’s reported numbers
appeargrossty underoounted.
‘Without granular data at the
state, district and panchayatlev-
els, planning effective rehabilita-
tion services and ensuring oqui-
table inchusion i development

morecommonamongokleringdi-  issuanceof UDID or the devdop-
widuals, with :luulidﬁ‘i.dﬂm ment of district-level road maps
| T disability inclusion. But there

s ameed for pokirical will.

December 3, the UN Inter-
national Diay for Persons with
Drsabilities, serves as a remind-
er that inclusion is not achieved
through tokenism ordeclarations
bust through actionable policies
backed by robust data, Withou
accuratedata, inclusion remains
apathlesswalk.
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Morarji threatens togoon
satyagraha

New Delhi, December 3

{0) besler Marari Desai
ey hreatened s offer sagyagraha in
the Lok Sabhaif the Gavernment con-
tinued 1o go back o its own assurances
by pefusing b Ly the CBL report on
the Ticence scandal on the table of the
House. Samultaneously, 13 Oppasition
mations demanding the removal of M.
Tulmahan Eam from the memibership
of the House have been sdmitted by
Speaker DiiBon, including the motions
inche name of A, B, ¥ajpayee, Samar
Guha (SP), and Jyotirmoy Bosa (CPM).

25 YEARS AGD: DECEMBER 1999

Poornations decry big
powers’ strong-arm tactics

Saattle, Dac 3 (AFP)
R‘.pﬂ:!l:nl.nmrmmlh.llcvdup!m.

Thas put big powers like lh\ S and Eu-
rope in comtrol of all agreements beng
drafted ar the WO ministerial confer-
ence, “Weane now tatally manginal ised
Trom a process hijacked by the wealth-
e nations,” said Mr Clement Rohee,

Caryana's rade manister. He denounced

the "green room” system, under which
selected couniries are invited 1o an
exclusive negotinting session.

‘elive in an increasingly
divided world lacking
harmony for the most part.

Everyday someone or other comesup
with newer ways of hoxing people in
theworld and setting them up againse
eachother,

Does this do any good at all? Thank-
Tully at the same time there are several
heartwarming instances of people
reaching out toanother when ina
crisis without scoond thoughts,

The namral instinet of most human
beings is to helpor at le
And when weare ina siv
famnily and friends are not around, we
arewilling toacoept help from rank

OASIS | SUDHAUMASHANKER

in life, community. ete. When an

ehderly farmily member who had gone

fora halkjns( outside the house
some vearsago had a spell of
disorientation and staried
bounding down the road
perceiving some imag-
inary danger, it was the
neighbourhood vegetable
vendor who Lifted him up
when he saw that he had
Fallen flag and brought him home.
‘Our gratitude knew no bounds,
Noman is an island, wrote John

Donne. Weall need each other and
areinterdependent. The farmer who

o

grows our crops, the factory worker

who makes our clothes, the cab driver
who takes one to one'’s desti
or the trained nurse who cares
fior a senlor in the family -are
important players on our lives
Dodifferences even strike us
inithis seemario?
Aslong as weareagreed
o basic things- the need o
work hard. makean honest
ing and not harm lellow
human beings, respecting another's
Faith and customs etc there is a good
chanece that we can live in harmony
with a lirthe effore,

Itis of course not possible to agree

Constructing peace in the midst of discord

strangers regardless of their station

with everyone on gverything all the
time-even one’s own family members,
Respecting another’s views even if
diametrically opposite, agrecing to
disagree inanopen, honest, hate- free
atmosphere and engagingina dia-
Togue civilly will prevent decpening of
rifts. When we areset in our views and
don'tacknowledze that there could be
adifferent poine of view, disharmony is
bound o follow.

As the preamble 1o the ('un-c:i
of UNESCO says, “Since wirs
the minds of men it is in the mlnds of
men that the defences of peace must
be constructed.” Shouldn't we begin
daing that now?
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Registrations under

The GST evasion cases
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Number of pregnant

Complaints registered

MCD's expenditure on

the PM Surya Ghar

recorded in Gujarat in

Filipino surrogates

under the F&B

Muft Bijli Yojana

four vears

crore, Around 1,45 crone
l 45 reglstrations have been
L] made under the PM
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana and 6.34 |akh
Installations have been cormpleted, The
scheme aims to achieve one crore rocfiop
solar installations in the residential sector

by FY27 with an autlay of 375,021 crore. s

Central tax

12,8035

9 have
booked 12,803 cases of GST evasion and
arrested 101 persons in the past four
financial years in Gujarat, Finance Minister
Nirrala Sitharaman inforrmed the Rajya
Salbha on Tueaday.

arrested in Cambodia

category in two vears

dengue control
measures in 2024

A Cambodian court has
13 sentenced 13 pregnant Filiping

women to four years in jail for
acting as surrogate mothers, in the latest
crackdown on the outlawed practice, The
13 were among 24 fareign women detained
by Cambadian police in the Kandal
pravince in Septamber, ww

The government said on
Tuesday that as many as
533 complaints have

been registered under the Food &
Beverages (FLB| category in the consumer
commissions in the last two years. In cases
where faad samples are found to be
non-conforming, penal action s waken, em

In erere, The Municigal
Corparation of Delhi
[MCD) has spent nearly

2100 crore on dengue control aperations in
the financial year 2024-15 so far, up from
TE7.99 crore in the previous fiscal year,
according to an RTI fespanse.

COMPILED BY THE HINOU DATA TEAN

Why was there communal violence in Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh? What were Justice Chandrachud's remarks
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The salience of the Places of Worship Act

political controversy? What does the Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991 stipulatc?

EXPLAINER

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
suit filec against the Shahi Jama
Masjid in Sambhal district,
Uttar Pradesh, in which the
trial court ssued an ex-parte
order permitting a survey of the mosque,
triggered violence on November 24,
resulting in the death of four persons. The
petitioners have alleged that the
16th-century mosgue was built at the site
of an ancient Hari Har Mandir which was
purportedly demolished by Mughal ruler
Babur in 152, The incident is part of a
pernicious trend of local courts in States
like Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh
entertaining civil suits contesting the
origins of mosques across the country,
Experts have however flagged that such
suits constitute a violation of the Places of
Warship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991,

What does the 1991 Act stipulate?

The 1991 Act was introduced by the
f‘[mj.,rrl.-ss government under Prime

ister PV, Narasimha Rao amid the
mmmunal turmuoil that followed the
demolition of the Babri Masjid in A}lndluya
in 1992, Then Home Minister 5.B.
stated that the “enactment of this Bill will
go a long way in helping restore
cormmunal amity and goodwill.”

The law preserves the character of a
place of worship as it existed on August
15, 1947, and prohibits courts from
examining whether any place of worship
has been altered since that date, Section 3
of the Act forbids the conversion —either
in whale or in part - of a place of worship
from omne religious denomination o
anather, or even within different sects of
the same religion. However, the Ram
Janmahhoomi dispute in Ayodhya was
explicitly exempted from the Acts
purview, as the matter was already sub
Jjudice when the law was enacted.

A five-judge Constitution Bench in the
2019 Ayodhya title suit affirmed that the

law ws designed to protect the nation”s
secular fabric and imposes a positive
obligation on the State to preserve the
religious character of all places of worship
as they stood on the day India artained
independence. Although the disputed site
was awarded to the child deity Ram Lalla,
the top court barred the institution of
similar suits concerning other religious
places, in accordance with the provisions
of the 1991 Act.

Why has it been challenged?

A slew of petitions have been filed in the
apex court challenging the
constitutionality of the L, including one
by BIP leader and advocate Ashwini
Bumar Upadhyay. The petitioners argue
that by freezing the status of religious sites
as they stood in 1947, the law effectively
prevents Hindus from “reclaiming” their
places of worship that were allegedly

Tense times: The main gate of the mazque a1 Sambhal in Uttar Pradesh on Novernber 1T, Ry MoaRTHY

“invaded" by Muslim rulers and British
colonialists. They further point out that
destroyed temples retain their original
character under Hindu personal laws and
cannot be considered valid mosques
under Islamic law without the
establishment of a wagf,

In Septembser 2022, a Bench led by
then Chief Justice of Inclia (CJ1) UL, Lalit
directed the government to file a response
on its stand within two weeks, However,
two years later, the Centre has still not
submitted its afidavit,

Noted academician Prof. (Dr) Faizan
Mustafa told The Hindu that the
inordinate delay in hearing the challenge
has embaldened lower courts to disregard
the provisions of the 1991 Law. “An
authoritative pronouncement from the
top court is crucial to preserving the
country’s social fabric. The government is
duty-hound to defend the

constitutionality of parliamentary lows.
Similarly, the court must expedite the
hearing of the challenge with a
presumptlcm in favour of the Act’s

t A heavy burden lies on
the petitioners to prove its
unconstitutionality,” e said.

Why did Justice Ch

the Gyanvapi case in 2022 and why did it spark

THE GI

-

The 1991 Act preserves the
character of a place of worship
as it exlsted on August 15,
1347, and prohibits courts fram

remarks stir political row ww?

In August 2021, five women associated
with the Vishwa Vedic Sanatan Sangh filed
a petition in a Varanasi civil court seeking
year-round access to pray at a shrine
located behind the western wall of the
Gyanvapi mosgue complex. They claimed
the mosque housed several Hindu deities.
Om April 8, 2002, a Varanasi civil judge
appointed an Advocate Commissioner tiv
conduct a videographic survey to
ascertain the alleged mu-‘tnnn. t:t [hL‘hL‘
idols, The mosgue ¢ il

whether ary place
af warship has been altered
since that date,

-

A shew of petitions have been
filed in the apes court
challenging the
constitutianality of the |z,
The petitioners argue that by
freezing the status of religious
aites as they stoad in 1947, the
Law effectively prevents Hindus
from “reclaiming” their places

the order citing the 1991 Act. Hmm.w."r. the
High Court and later the Supreme Court
refused to halt the survey,

In May 2022, during a hearing on the
maintainability of the suit, Justice [0}

does not preclude inguirkes into the status
of & place of worship as of August 15, 1947,
prowvided there is no intent to alter or
convert its character, This interpretation
marked a stark departure from the stance
taken in the Ayodhya verdict, also
purportedly suthored by the former CJL It
also broadened the scope for district
courts to entertain a host of similar
petitions, This oral remark has also
recently sparked a political storm, with
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh claiming
that it has since opened a Pandeora®s bos.

"Oral observations hold no binding
authority as they are not formally
recorded in the order. The legislative
intens of the 1993 Act could not have been
amy clearer explicitly bars even the
admission of such suits, Such claims may
anly be considered if, on August 15, 1947,
the site was unguestionably used by
multiple religious communities, for
instance, as both a temple and a mosque,”
explained Dr. Mustafa,

af hip that were allegedly
“irvaded" ty Muslim rulers and
British colondalists,

-

The Supreme Caurt & yet to
decide the preliminary ssue
raised in several of these suits
— whether the 1991 Act bars
even the filing of pleas
questioning the “ariginal®
status af a religious site of just
the final aheration of its nature
of worship.

What are the controversies
around pardoning power?

What is the history of the pardoning power in the US? What is the current coniroversy?

Rangarajan, R

The story so far:
.5, President Joe Biden has
granted an unconditional
pardon to his son Hunter Biden
who faced sentencing for
federal tax and gun convictions,

Can the President pardon anyone?
The 'royal prerogative of mercy' isa
historic prerogative of the British
monarch to grant pardons to convicted
persons, This was originally used by the
maonarch to withdraw or provide
alternatives to death sentences, At
present ed to grant clemency for
any sentence or penalty based on
ministerial advice. According to the U.S,
Comstitution, the President can grant
pardon except in cases of impeachment.
The U5, President has absolute power of
pardon for federal inal offences. Such
a pardon may be issued prior two the start

% »
L

of a legal case as well as prior to or after a
conviction for a crime,

from punishment and associated
disgualifications but does not erase the
conviction record.

What is the current controversy?
Right from the pardon to the leaders of
the ‘whiskey rebellion’, who protested
against a federal tax, granted by the first
President George Washington in 1795 o
ent Bill Clinton's pardon of his
rother Roger on the last day of his

hall

office in 2001, pardoning power has been
mired in controversies, Donald Trump

2020, In the instant case, President Joe
Biden has granted pardon to his son for
tax and gun offences for which he has
been convicted, and for any potential
federal crimes that Hunter Biden may
have committed between 2014 and 2024,
Tl contrast to the public promises

Once accepted, the pardon grants relief

that Joe Biden had made earlier that he
would not pardon his son. The reason
stated by the President was that Hunter
Biden was selectively and unfairly
prosecuted, and was singled out only
because he is his son, Hunter Biden was
convicted by a jury of illegally buying and
possessing a gun as a drug user. He then
eaded guilty in a tax evasion case.

‘What is the Indian system?

Article 72 and 161 of the Constitution
provide powers to the President and
Governor respectively to grant pardon,
commutation, remission, respite or
reprieve to a convict. These are sovereign
powers which are to be exercised on the
advice of the council of ministers, A
pardon in the Indian context absolves the
offender from conviction, punishment
and all associated disgqualiications. There
have been various instances in India
where the acoeptance, rejection or delay
in decisions of mercy petitions by ruling

governments have been entangled in
pulitical controversies, The Supreme
Court in the Epury Sudhakar case 2006)
has held that the exercise of pardoning
power is subject to judicial review on the
grounds of arbitrariness, mala fides or
extraneous considerations,

‘What can be the way forward?

The pardoning power is a practice that
has its origins during the time of absolute
muomarchy when there was no separation
of powers between the executive and the
judiciary.

Critics have argued that the pardoning
power in modern times have been more
aften used for pe | considerations
than to correct judicial errors,

In the ULK., the Criminal Cases Review
Cnmmlssl(m has been constituted o
ate alleged miscarriages of justice,
It has diminished the use of the royal
prerogative of mercy, This is a transparent
and judicious manner of correcting
judicial errors in a modern democracy,
governed by the rule of law, However, till
such time the pardoning power continues
in the statute books, it must be exercised
in a manner that does not reek of
or arbitrariness. It is essential
ning the trust of people, who are
the source of all power in a democracy, in
high constitutional offices.

Rangarajan R is a former 1AS officer and
author af Polity Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal.
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The ‘rowal prerogative af

ercy’ is a historic prerogative
af the British manarch to grant
pardons to convicted persans,

.

Aceanding o the U5,
Constitution, the President can
grant pardan except in the
cases of Impeachment. The
U5 President has absalute
power of pardon for federal
criminal offences,

-

Article 72 and 161 of the Indian
Conatitution pravice powers to
the President and Govemnor
respectively 1o grant pardon,
commutation, remission,
Fespite of fepikeve 1o & convict,
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What are the toxins of the 1984
Bhopal disaster?

Past reports have indicated worrsome concentrations of hexachlorobutadiene, chloroform, carbon tetrachloride, and trichlorobenzene at the site

of the plant, in addition to elevated levels of heavy metals

Vasudevan Mukunth

orty years after the Bhopal

disaster on December 23, 1984,

several hundred tonnes of toxic

waste still remain around the
ill-fated Union Carbide plant, Despite
pleas from locals and activists - bolstered
over the years by orders from the
National Green Tribunal and the Supreme
Court - o dispose of the waste, the
Madhya Pradesh government has only
been able to get rid of a small fraction.

Chemical analyses of soil, air, and

water samples collected from the area
have revealed the presence of taic
compounds at elevated concentrations.
This year, Madhya Pradesh received T126
crore from the Union government to
incinerate around 340 tonnes of the
aboveground material, but others have
resisted the plan saying buming the
compounds will release poisenous fumes
that eould lead to further contamination
and adverse health effects.

What toxins are associated with the
disaster?

Uniom Carbide India, Lid. (UCILY built the
Bhopal plant in the late 19605 o
manufaciure an insecticide called
carbaryl using a reaction of methyl
isocyanate (MIC) with 1-naphthol, MIC is &
highly toxic compound. It reacts with
witter at high temperatres, and its
reaction with water also releases heat,

On the night of December 2, 1984, a
large quantity of water entered a tank
storing MIC at the plant such that the MIC
wits soom hoiling, Facilities at the plant to
coal the tank were otherwise diverted,
leaving MIC vapours to escape to the
environment and spread through the
settlements arcund the plant, MIC doesn't
have a particular smell at concentrations
at which other gases may become
niosticenhle bt it can irritate the eyes,
However, given the hours, most of the
people exposed to the gas were asleep,

The Union Carbide Corporation has
never officially specified which gases were
leaked from the plant, including MIC,
This decision also compromised health
workers' ability to respond effectively 1o
the hordes of people who showed up in
clinics and hospitals in Bhopal that night
and the next day.

Some visual cues, including the
blood-red colour of the viscera of those

Toxins linger 40 years on

Chemical analyses of soll, alr, and water samples collected fram the area arcund the ii-ated
Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh have revealed the presence of towic co mpounds
at elevated concentrations. Several hundred tonnes of toxlc waste still lie around the plant

CASUALTY ToLL (Official figures)
= ‘@} './ 135miles Deaths (Dec 3-6, 1984} 3,787
4% Injured: 5,58,125, including 3,900
INDIA chubied
ERADRSH suffering from different sicknesses
RESPONSIBILITY COMPENSATION
The | ndian government argues I 1989, UCC paid $470m to
that slack management and the Indlan government to settle
deferred malntenance caused the litigation stemming from the disaster
disaster, Then-plant swner, the .S, But Indla Is now backing a new court
firm Union Carbide C { greater compensation
ucc), blamed ubnugt o mmmul.mm bought
In 2010, eight former managers. UELC in 2001, denles labill
of the plant were convicted of Payouts by the Indian gevernment
negllgence and sentenced o Bhopal claimants over the years
short prison terms p mra@:sssu aplece
UCC chairman Warren
Anderson, who left
Indlia soon after the m”'“m'“”m
disaster, was emicals remaining
sought by the Indlan in the ahndmtd plant continue to leak,
govemnment, which causing health problems
had called for his A Dow says contamination Is
extradition frem the U5, the respensibility of Indian autheritles
He died In Septamber 2014, aged 92 wha took eontrel of the site In 1998
!  Madhys Pr Picture: AP © GRAPHIC HEWS

mereury, chromium, copper, nickel, and
lead. According to her, the report also
noted the presence of

carbon tetrachloride, and
trichlorobenzene, among other

who died, also raised that

hydrogen cyanide was present in the
fumes,

What are the toxins at the plant?

As The Hindu reported on December 2, “a
2MM0 government-commissioned study
showed that ... the factory premises also
contain about 11 lakh tonnes of
contaminated soil, one tonne of mercury,
s oF underground

o the 340 metric
rarmarked for incineration.

. the International fournal of
Occupational and Environmental Health
published an editorial by Jayshree
Chander, then at the School of Medicine
at thee University of California San
Francisco. Here, Dr. Chander citing a
Greenpeace report released in 1999,
based on analyses of samples collected at
the site in May that year, wrote that
Greenpeace reported the presence of

R|'.11[m from the area have also said
the plant was disposing of unireated
liguid efflwent before the events of 1984,

In 2004, the Supreme Court ordered
Madhya Pradesh to supply drinking water
from tankers to ¥ communities around
the plant; by 2003 this exercise had
expanded to encompass 22 communities.

In 2017, in response o a plea from an
NGO, the court ordered the Indian
Institute of Toxicology Research (IITR) to
test water samples in 20 more
commi s,

In 2008, the TR reported higher than
permitted concentrations of nitrate and
chloride compounds and heavy metals.
The court subsequently ordered Madhya
]"rdr.lm.h (i1} lnpan.d its Witter supply

1o 4 averall,

pollutants in 29 more communities and
have desc a5 evidence of
contamination still spreading from the
plant.

How toxic are heavy metals?
Chromium, L copper, lead, mercury, and
nickel are classibed as heavy metals
because their density is at least 5x that of
water. Mercury has been known to
damage multiple organs even at low
concentrations by accumulating in soft
tissue and preventing normal cellular
function,

The International Agency for Research
on Cancer {IARC) has said there is
“sufficient evidence" for arsenic and its
compounds being able o cause cancers of
the urinary bladder and the lungs; for

the lungs; and for nickel and its mixtures
o cawse cancers of the lungs, nose, nasal
cavity, and the paranasal sinuse:
According to a 2002 paper in the

p]u.mal Pathogens and Disease,
isan il nutrient

ﬂlru.n then, u.Lmldlng i Amnest:
International, the sime NGO al
have identiied persistent organic

athers

m.]ulrr_'d by the human haody to promote
the action of insulin for the utilisation of
sugars, proteins and fats. ... But high

doses of chromium and long term
EXPOSUTE can give rise to various
cytotoxic and genotoxic reactions that
affect the immune system of the body."

Lead is capable of damaging
chlorophyll and disrupting
photosynthesis in plants and rendering
structural damage o cells and hampering
their ability to produce energy in animals.
Also, bead from inorganic compounds has
been correlated with stomach cancer and
to a lesser degree with cancers of the
lungs, kidneys, and the brain.

High levels of copper in the body have
been known to damage the liver, the
kidneys, and the gastrointestinal system,

How are organic compounds
harmful?
A ding to the LS, i 1al

Protection Agency, hexachlorobutadiene
is a possible carcinogen in humans.

When inhaled, ingested, or brought in
contact with skin, this compound can
cause the liver to store too much fat
(hepatic steatosis), destroy cells in the
kidneys involved in producing urine, and
inhihit brain dt_ll\ﬂly among other effects.
It is also corrosive.

Chloroform by another name is
trichboromethane, and is infamous bor its
effects on the central nervous system. At a
sufficient concentration, it can cause an
adult to faint, but at even higher ones it
can cause death, The TARC has classified
chloroform as “possibly carcinogenic” on
the back of limited evidence of
cancer-cansing potential in bumans but
more reliable evidence in animals.

In the PubChem database of the LS,
National Institutes of Healih, carbon
tetrachloride, that is carbon e, is
classified as an “aoute toxin® and &
“health hazard”, It is notorious for s
ability to damage the liver, including
CHUSINE CATCer. AL TEsent, & common
way to be exposed to carbon tet is via
contaminated groundwater, According o
it beast one review, ingesting 1 ml of
carbon tet can blur vision, damage
nerves, and/or cause heartbeat w become
irregular.

Trichlorobenzene can tike three
chemical forms, or isomers, but all of
them are volatile and spread easily
through the air, although they have also
been found in groundwater and in surface
water bodies like lakes,

These compounds build up in the
body's fatty tissues and at high
concentrations can damage the liver and
the kidneys,

Finally, Persistent Organic Pollutants
(POPs) refer tooorganic compounds that
don’t break down easily and thus for

many years in the environment once they
enter it. According to the Stockholm
Cormvention on POPs, their effects include
“cancer, allergies and hypersensitivity,
damage to the central and peripheral
nervous systems, reproductive disorders,
and disruption of the immune y'm.m

outcomes in cancers of the liver, breasts,
pancreas, and the prostate.

Note: The toic effects described in this
article are not guaranteed (o occur, even at
the requisite concentration, because toxicity
also depends on the demographic,
physiclogical, and genetic characteristics of
the exposed individuwal.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send In your answers to
dailyquizdthehindu.con

Cyclone Fengal has wreaked havoc across the country. The name ‘Fengal was proposed
by Saudi Arabia. Here is a quiz on cyclone names and its conventions

Sindhu Nagaraj

QUESTION 1
Cyclones. in the North Indian Ocean
are named by member countries af
the Waorld Meteorological

Organization and the UN Economic
and Soclal Cammissian for Asla and

the Pacific paned, This panel did it mean?

includes haw many countries? This [

systern has been in place since QUESTION §

which year? This eyclane, named by India, is

k regarded as the worst tropical cyclone
QUESTION 2 1o ever strike the Yemenl island of

Following Fengal, what is the name
af the neat eyclone that will make &
Lardfall. Which country has named

Lanka and ndia in 2017, It wreaked
havoe In Kerala, Goa, Lakshadweep
k and Tamil Madu, The name was gven
by which country?

[

QUESTION 4

Cyelone Dana made landfall along the
Odisha coast in October 2024, Dana's
name was suggested by Qatar, What

Sacotrs, causing destruction there
after Cyclane Chapala it the samse
sland, in 2015, What was it called?

Devender Blshoo

Just 2 days

Questions and Answers to the previous day's dally quiz: L This
country has hasted the most Day and Night Test matches after
Australia. Ans: India

2. This non-Test playing country has hosted Day and Night Test
matches. Ans: UAE

3. This country has played in the most Day and Night Test matches
after Australia, Ans: England

4. This player has scored the most runs and most hundreds, Ans:
Marnus Labuschagne

5. This player has picked up moast wickets. Ans: Mitchell Stare

B This player halds the best bowling figures in aninnings. Ans:

7. This |s the anly bawler to plek up flve or more wickets in each
Innirgs, Ans: Axar Patel

B. The common cannectian between the South Adrica versus Zimbabwe
Test match and india versus England, Ans: Both Tests got over in

o The connection between the achievements of Shafig and Holder.

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
Upendran

“How goes it? Everything O™

"Everything's pretty cool. But what is
the meaning of ‘how goes it

"It means "how are vou and how are
things going?'"

"1 it & commaon way of greeting
people?”

“Yes, It is. "How goes it?' is usually vsed
with people you know fairly well."

“The standard form is "how are you?.”

1 tell you English is a craey language.”

“Now, now, Take it easy. Don't fly off
the handle!™

“Fly off the handle? Oh yes. it ns a
sudden out-burst of anger, doesn’ Tell
me, is the handle that is referred w in the
expression, a door handle?”

"No, not 4 door handle, But the handle
of an we"

"An wee!"

"Yes, that’s right. And the thing that
flies off the handle is the axe-head. You
see the expression ‘fly off the handle'
dates back to the time when all our tools
were hand-made”

"Wou mean a time when most of our
implements were crude?”

"That's right. In the case of the axe, for
example, the handle and the head were
erudely hnted ogether. On oecasions,
while a person was chopping wood, the
axe-head used to fly off, or come off the
handle, sometimes injuring the axeman
or the people standing nearky”

"That must have caused a lot of
eommation”

"It did. And that's why they came up
with the expression “fly off the handle”.
The commaotion caused by a Hying
axe-head was very similar to the
commition caused by someone's sudden
outhurst of anger”™

"Ho a person who becomes angry, that
15, loses his head, is like a flying axe-head.
15 that what you are saying-"

"¥es, because both are potentially
dangumus Capish?™

"Ca ... what?"

"Capish, The first syllable ‘ca” is
pronounced ke the co’ in words like
‘continue’, ‘correct’ and ‘corruption””

“nd “pish’ thymes with *fish’, 1

s

"Not quite. The 1" is like the ‘ee’ in
words like ‘bee’, 'see” and ‘fee’, The word
s pronounced capish, with the stress on
the second syllable”

"Capish. I think I've got that, But what
does it mean?”

"It means ‘understand'. It's from an
Ttalian dialect. In American English,
‘capish' is usually used as a question,
Here are two examples. You have to go to
college wmormow. No more arguments.
Capish? If you don't submit your
assignment by one on Friday, you'll get a
mero, capish? By the way, you won't find
the word in dictionaries. It is a bugz word.
The younger generation considers it
fashionable to use the word”

"1 think 1 understand,”

"Good. Ciao, then."

"Clag? Oh yes, [ remember! [t means
‘goodbye’ in lalian,”

“That's right, I've got some work, See
you later,”

Published in The Hindu on April 19,
1954,

Word of the day

Equable:

not easily irritated; not varying

SYNonYmMS: even-tempered, good-
tempered, placid

Usage: rhe climate is equatis, with pleasant
springs and cool winters.

Pronunciation: rewsth live/equablepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: rekwebsl

For feedback and suggestions for

_|_

it [ = Ans: They are the only players to win the award desplte ending
e QUESTION & Visual question: up on the losing side Text & Contest, please write to
QUESTION 3 What Is the maximum number of This image plots the intensity of the affected Wisual: identily the players. Ans: Azhar All and David Warner. Only letters@thehindu.co.ln

batters to score a triple century with the subject ‘Text & Context’

Early Blrds: Tito Shiladitya| Tarmal Biowas| Sonali Das| Doda Jayaditys

= s2: » vor

Cyelone Dckhi was a strong tropical | letters the name of a cyclone can
eyclone that devastated parts af S have?

&% »

areas, This 1970 cyclone was namesd in East
Pakistan, which is now Bangladesh, Name it.
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ICJ begins hearing on climate change case: Why is this significant?

AMITABH SINHA

THE RECENTLY concluded annual climate
talks in Baku, Azerbaijan, ended in disap-
paintment for developing countries. The
main agreement negotiated at this confer-
ence promised to mobilise just $300 blllm

count for their dimate responsibilities, de-
weloping nations, particularty the small island
states, have now taken their concerns toan-
other forum, the International Court of justice
(IC]) — the main judicial arm of the United
Mations, On Monday. the 1] began hearings
in acase tha( seeks its adumy opinion on

the of o limate change

advisory opmion of the IC] on climate change
in September 2021, Eventually, the LINGA
adopted the resolution that was co-spon-
sored by 132 countries.

The res:

opinion on the cimate obligations of coun-
tries in light of these, and other related, in-
temational Laws,

Significance of the case

cific questions. One,
of the countries under international laws to
protect the climate system? Two, what are

undier existing i 1al kaws, and the le-
gal consequences of those obligations.

The case could have significant implica-
tions for the increasing number of climate-
related lawsuits being filed everywhere, It
coukd potentially also influence the negoti-
ations at the annual climate talks.

The case atthe IC]

a year in climate finance for
countries, far less than the$1.3 trillion aycal
they had demanded for their requirements
assessed by several studies.

The refusal of the developed nations to
fully meet their obligations on climate fi-
nanoe follows the continuing neglect of their
responsibilities on emission cuts.

To hold the developed countries to ac-

Thecas
by the UN General .ﬂsscmh]y [UMGA) in
March last year, at the initiative of Vanuatu,
asmall country in the Pacific Ocean located
about ).OEID km northeast of Australia, Like

the legal cc Fthese
obligations for countries that
have caused harm to this cli-
mate system?

CLIMATE

The: ty 'k hearings at 1C] would re-
sultinonly an advisory opinion, as sought by
the UNGA resolution. But it could have far-
reaching ramifications.

Currently, the UMFCCC de-
fines the climate obligations of
countries based on their share

Fh

The ICJ ruling can potentially show that

Sl:'w:lal :nuntncs are also enacting cli-

pecific In April this year,
not just from tlu: UNFCCC and the Paris ]nd:as Suprrmr:(uurtcxpandr:dthrsmpc
Agreement, by inter- o life.

national legal haml:'wurks.Thls can hcmmc

toinclude thl: ngln to be free from adverse

anew argument in thec

impacts of ¢

13
Defining the legal consequences of cli-
mate change can have implications for the  Record representations
demands Dfsmall island states also. It can Thc impullam:t: of this case can be
the damage ber of rep-

causl:d by c]imatl: change.
At thee very least, the outcome of this case

]Cj Thﬁ:ruurt has alrrady mlw:dmcdlan

Although the 1994 UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change
[UNFCCC) and the 2015 Paris Agreement ane
the two international laws that dEalcmcIu—

istorical Agrmoup oo edent for the n: M count
of about 400 1'Il:h and developed countries,  ofcli suits that have inre- ion: AI ill:‘ast EI? mumru:s and a
wlm:h had the largest share nl historical  cent years, secking acoo ility from gov- 15 are sched-
[ 1992, were P ions. As of 2023, mone e icipatein the hearings, which too
sible for causing o than 2,600 lawsuits have been filed world-  isa record for any case at 1C).

sively with climate change, there.
other legal instruments which are rrlwam
to the issue. These include the UN
Convention on the Law of the Seas, the
Convention on Biological Diversity, the
Comlrnhr.ln to Combat Desertification, the

states, Vanuatu is

1Rights, the

one of the most vulnerable countries, with
its existence threatened by rising sea levels.
Vanuatu moved a proposal seelking the

(FG%11150) GLOBAL

WHY CHINAOBJECTSTO TAIWAN
LEADERS ‘TRANSITS TOTHEUS

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 3

TAIWANS PRESIDENT Lai Ching-te ar-
rived in Hawaii on Saturday on a two-day
“transit” to the United States, for the first
time since assuming power this year.
China's Foreign Affairs Ministry criti-
cised the visit, saying, "China... firmly op-
poses any trip by beader of the Taiwan au-
thorities to the US in any name or under
whatever pretext.. China strongly con-
demns the US's arranging for Lai Ching-

te's "stopover” and has lodged serious  Talwan's President Lai at Daniel K
protests with the US." Inouye International Airport,
Hawaii, on November 30, Reuters

China's, Taiwan's claims

Both the People’s Republic of China
{PRC) and Taiwan {Republic of China)
have historically claimed to be the sole
representative of China since 1949, when
the modem Chinese state was founded.
Druring the Cold War, the US orﬁclally

Teng-hui “to stop to refuel his plane in
Hawaii on hisway toCentral Amernica, ut
not to spend the night™,

The administration then said it would

|p]|:rrn|t normal transits of the LIS, but

recognised Tai the G
ruled PRC

Over time, however, more and more
countries established diplomatic rela-
tiens with the PRC, instead. The US

public activities, for Taiwan's

top leadership”.

The only time a private “visit” hap-

pcnnd was when President Lee went to

downgraded its relationship with
Taiwan upon establishing diplomatic ties
with China in 1979,

Today, only 12 nations recognise
Taiwvan as an independent country. After
the transit, Lai will visit Marshall Islands,
Tuvalu, and Palau in Oceania, which are
among countries that recognise Taiwan.

CornellL

triggering the Third Taiwan Strait Cnsls
Chinathen “carried out missile launches”

and a naval exercise over several months,
DMuch later, the Taiwan Travel Actof 2018
said US policy should “permit high-level
Taiwanese officials to enter the United
States... and to mect with US officials..”

Recent criticism from China

The US-Taiwan relationship
In past joint communigqués with the

Chinese government, the US has “ac-

knowledged” but not endorsed the

“Chinese” position that “thene is but one

China and Tatwan is part of China" It also

maintains unoficial relations with Taiwan,
The first transit

Chinese criticisms over Lai's visit also

arise from his party's pro-independence
stance, termed “separatist” by China. The
latest transit came a day after the US ap-
proved the potential sale of spare parts
for F16 jets and radar to Taiwan for
around $385 mil

in 1994 under the Bill Clinton administra-

Taiwan Presidient Tsai Ing-

wen met then US House Speaker Kevin

thom, with the vlslt officially snvmg asa  McCarthy :Iunng a trans:: in 2023, a
stopover.Acc USC WImr wisits were
Research Service report, the US govern-  “not uncomimon™ and did not merit an
ment allowed Tanwan'sthen-President Lee “overreaction”.
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Intrrnatlunal Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, and the N Charter itself.
o LINGA i

tries were asked to reduce [hl:‘ll emissions,
andalso

the provision of finance and technology in
fighting climate change.

Ower the years, the rich and developed
countries have not just managed to largely
ignore these obligations but also succeeded
|n transferring a part of their burden to the

the lCJ's

ping ries.

wide that seck courts to adjudicate matters
on climate change, or rely on climate argu-
ments to decide issues of publicimportance.
Atew of these have already resulted in land-
mark judgments. For instance, marlier thisyear,
Switzerand

15e

Even countries that accept IC]'s author-
ity onlyin alimited mannes, including India,
Chinaand the United States, are participating
in this case. In a statement on Monday, the
US State Department said it welcomed the
IC] hwearings.

The US is scheduled to submit the case

lan:d thie human rights of its citizens.

an'y India’s subimission will hap-
penon December 5.

The new phase of war in Syria

Forall practical purposes, the Syrian civil war had never ended. But an unusual confluence of global conflicts
has helped create room for the armed insurgency to mount a renewed offensive against Bashar al-Assad

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

BASHIR ALI ABBAS

THESYRIAN civil wear has returned.

On November 27, Syria's “Military Oppo-
sition Command” launched a fresh offensive
against the forces of President Bashar al-
Assadd Following fighting in the Idiib, Adeppa,
and Hama governorates, the rebels seized
the country's second largest city of Aleppo
by Monday. As Middle Eastern leaders en-
gaged in a flurry of diplomacy, Assad's allies
Iran and Russia pledged support to his
regime, and Synm and Rusnanwal]cts have

targetsin rebel ¥
in northwestem Syria.

For all practical purposes though, the
Syrian civil war had never ended.

I 2020, almast five years ago, following the
last major counter-offensive of the Russian-
and Iranian-backed Syrian Arab Army (SAA],
there were

farnorth

of
into force. An acceptable stalemate had pre-
vailed ever since — even though frequent
[: i i W War

Smoke rises in Aleppo, Syria, in this
picture taken from a drone on
December 3. feuters

W5econd are the Kurdish militias organ-
ised as the Syrian Democratic Foroes (SDF),

mSyrian government  Kurdish forces
W Turldsh Army & Syrian opposition

W Syrian apposition (LS backed)

= Area of current fighting

ies — over the last five years, the Turkish oc-
oupation of northern Syria has been quasi-

the mast powerful tein Syria after
the SAA,

The SDF is the military arm of the
Kurdish coalition that has autonomously

wihich makes Turkey a uniquely
resident power that governs territory in
Damascus’s stead.

turn the tables in the war, so a strain on
Russia has come as an opportunity for the
Syrian armed opposition.

On the other hand, the Iran-backed
ground pn:mu:s that have kmght alongside

sin Sy

— have been sgluﬁl:antly m:akrm:d duetn
Israel's air and ground campaign in Lebanon,
and the decimation of Hezbollah's senior
leadership. Hezbollah is perhaps the most
conspicucus absence in the renewed warin
Syria,vindicating, at least for now, the rebels”
timing of the offensive.

Mote that
earlier phase of Syria’s civil war helped
Damascus substantially against bath [SI5 as
well as the rebels, especially in Aleppo
(which they have now re-seized |

And what does this new phase of the war
mean for Assad hirmsell?

By midl-2012, with 100,000 killed in the
war and the armed opposition closing in on
Damascus, the former UN ohserver mission
chief in Syria had declared that Assad's days
were l Eleven years later, Assad
welcomed back with some pomp into the

governed a large part of
[across the Euphrates river] in Deir ez-Zor,
Raqqa, and Aleppo since 2012 when the
SAA withdrew, The SDF's uneasy coexis-
bence with Assad’s forces has often resulted

50, who are the rebels who have now
taken Aleppo and are advancing beyond?

The mixof actorsin Syria is so diverse that
the term “rebeds™ is often used for anabytical
convenience. .’lmnng the actors Icadmg th

in armed skirmishes, but its principal en-
emy ower the last decade has been 1515 and
its affiliated jihadist groups.

In the ongoing war, the Kurds, while fend-
ing nlllhr Syrian Army, are also havlng tn

asfusad's foroes pustmhadmgnm ISSWlth

Turkey'senc fthe rebelsisa wWar,

Syria  function i parts of its i against Butwhil risks of writ
the (US backed ) Kurds, and the regime in - ingAssad’s po]llxalubltuar)'.msmbc noted
Damascus. In 2006 {and then in 2018, 2019),  that his victory was never complete — north-

ern Syria remained under Turkish control,

helpfror
Turkey exploited the. Dppm'unl:ym mlllanly

and the SMAJ wea
him. This is one of the major Teasons why

forcea buffer
trofled northern Syria. Ankara perceives a
powerful threat from Kurdish militias, and
considers most of them terror groups.

o A  three are most
M First is the Hayat Tal\rl: aI Shaam

the Turkey

Iln: HTS.drspm: the ]attn s Assufances on
The SDF en-

(TS ag! .
bcmr:tnphad]st terrorism and separatist
militancy. The HTS, which is led by Abu
Mohammad al-Jolani, was foundied as Jabhat
al-Musra, the al-Qaeda's branch in Syna hm
whichl the parer 1
2016 to form the Jabhat Fateh al-Shaam {JF5 ).
The change in name was both symbaolic and
substantial, as it now stood for liberation of
Shaam, or the Levant, Jolani at the time
sought to reduoe the distance from the sep-
aratist Syrian opposition groups.

By 2017, after merging with a number of
ather groups, the JFS became the HTS, which
had a localized operational focus distinct
from al-Qaeda’s global jihadist outlook.
Hlustrative of the evohing pasition of the HTS
s the fact that while the United States State
Department designated it as a termor groupin
2018, the US stopped targeting Jolani him-
self by August that year, as the former
American Ambassador to Irag, James |effrey,
noted in 2021

pyv:d significant LIS backing during the civil
wwar, until Washington abruptly withcdrew
maost of its material and personnel support
umnder the first Trump administration.

B Third is the Syrian Mational Army
[SN!\] which grew out of the Free Syrian

defecting Syr. i

ZDII a Turkish-backed force that is fiercely
opposed to both Assadist Syria as well as the
Kurdish SDF,

The SHA has kong been

Turk tablir eofthe
vl war has been helped by the fact that the
U5 has [ largely) stood by, Washington has
limited incentive to check a Turkish-backed
offensive against Assad, whao is backed by
Moscow and Tehran. The commeon anti-1515
objective that had resulted in peculiar in-
stances ofr\mcncan Russiam, Sy'nalL and

Ty in the

jpast, has now withered away.

Burt whiy has the civil war restarted at
this moment?

ally for its own operations in Syria. The HTS
and SMA are jointly carrying out the current
offensive against the Syran Army through
their semi-unified “Military Operations
Command™ that was formed in 2019,

And who are the external actors backing
the rebels?

Theexternal actors inSyria are hardly 'ex-
ternal’. For instance, Turkey is not merely a
third state fighting in Syria through ts prox-

What United Kingdom’s assisted dying Bill says, how

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM

which someone can end their own life with

to assist with suicide.

resultinadeath that can “reasonably be ex-

o

warin st the rag-
ing conflict in the Middle East is more than
Justa broken windows rﬂcn An unusual
confluenceof global It
ate room for the armed insurgency to mount
its offensive against Assad, Two new wars in
chanon| Gaza have
um:l:t the older one in Syria
Over the last three years, the invasion of
Ukraine has strained Russia’s military pasi-
tions and resources in Syria. As it was
Moscow's entry in 2016 that helped Assad

Assad himselfh. nained rest
anti-tsrae] commitment during the wars in
Gazaand Lebanon.

Diwespite Assad's inextricable relationship
with Tehran, Syria's Arab neighbours Saudi
Arabiaand the UAE have aninterest in check-
ing renewed instability in Syria, This is not
least due to their uncase with Recep Tayyip
Erdogan's Turkey. While capitals like Rivadh
and Abu Dhabi look for regional stability as
they seck to diversify economically, Ankara
—which has been kept out of cross-regional
grand projects like the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) — has
enough reason to assert its regional heftas a
gropolitical maverick.

India has long stood by Assad in Syria,and
has historically supported Russia's military
invalvement. The Gth Round of India-Syria
Foreign Office Consultations took place in
New Delhi on Movernber 29, two days after
thl: civil war resurged. While SCVEIE| factors

ia's position, it
from New Delhi's preference for stable po-
litical actors in the region.

(The unthor is o Research Associate at the
Counel for Strotegic and Defemse Research,
New Delhi)

it compares to Indian law

ments are being met. The court can ques-

mancmvcgtmmt state”,

final vote.

adoctor Irisnott eu- Critics, huwntndaimﬂu‘talmalbn— pected within 6 months”. It also explicitly  tion the patient and both doctors,
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 3 thamsa.lnwhlrh uuuuul ictive ing i excludes persons with disabilities or “a After the court decides to grant the re- ng: cﬂmlnthlsdcuslnn,m forcases
especially ithdi tal disorders”, quest, a 14-day-long “second period of re-  when the family of a patient consents to
THEUK HOUSE of Commaons on November |IlpabanCm'rmt|y the UK does not permit ahllmﬂwmlscmumnsmm.ﬂaw The Bill lays out a comprehensive ﬂccnm"mllbegm After this peri thn-na- passive or when the patient
29 voted in favour of the Terminally Il any form of assisted dying or migght be persons  process which a patient must go through  tientwill | “geeond “living will” au-
Adults (End of Life) Bill which, if enacted,  with tlu:om:nccnl' assasm:l sulcu:ll: pun- [Iircldcdy pcrmnswmdﬁiﬁhcs,cw_}m before being given the choice. This begins mnﬁmngthnrmqum whu:hwﬂlbcmt— thur:smgtlww:thdﬁmluf life support in
will allow illnessesto  ishable signing offon th with the signing of a *first declaration” in nrsscdbylmthductursandathlldpcrsun certain situations,
request assistance toend their own life, Sunn:2013 huw!:vcratlmstmru‘ﬂdls makers should focus on im- thl: plrsl:ncrﬂl'a qualified it y this um the These guidelines include the need for
The Bill will now be senttoa “public Bill - seekin i c-of-i U EXPLAINED octor” and  doctor will provi withan ap— multiple approvals from a local physician,
mittec” whi i | proposed  introduced in unrmhﬂpcrsun.Thlsm 1 sul fwhichwill — qualified medical boards, and local admin-
amendments, after which the House of i I What the UK Bill says ‘will make the “first assess- bcputmd-cdlnascparm:mgulmn whu:h |strat|u|LLw|ngmllsmustbcs:gncdmmc
Commons will vote on it again. Itwillthen  the issue, At the outset, the Bill re- ment” to ensure that the pa-  the patient will have to “self- igned bya
be sent to the House of Lords, wlu:n: fur- Proponents argue that for terminalby ill smculhl:mllamlltyd legal assisted dy- hmtlsqlallrcdrnmhca request for as- JudlnalMagstrm.
ther amend Id be made beforea  patients, end-of-lif ylittlein  ingtoterminally the age of nd has done so Situation in India However, in 2019, the Indian Society of
terms of pain rapaclrgf‘mmakrmxh ]rshclssanshcd.rlrdummllmhthr In 2018 the Supreme Courtof Indiaheld  Critical Care Medicine filed an application
What led to the Bill's introduction?  and that assisted dying would provide pa-  adecision. must  request to a second “independent” doctor  that the “right to die with dignity” formed  to madify the guidelines, calling them
What does the Bill say? And how does it tients with the agency to end their suffer-  be residing in England or Wales for 12 who will repeat the process after a seven-  a partof the right to life with dignity under  cumbersome and unwarkable. Till date,
compare to the law prevailing in India? ing in a humane way. months before the request. day-long “first period of reflection”. Ifboth — Article 21 of the G findia and  these guidelines have seen limited imple-
They argue that legalising d dy A ill person is defined as  doctors are satisfied, the request will then  recognised the legality of “passive cuthana-  mentation.
Acontentious issue ing would deter the terminally ill Fn:lmdy- sia™ Ithl.'rldrmluﬂllcwwurﬂ'mm India does not legally permit assisted

Assisted dying refers to a process by

s | BN |

someone who has a worsening |I|mrs'sdtha't
Al

ing by suicide, or pushing their loved

7]

“cannot be will

be sent to the }-_liglh Court of Justice in

whic

epaperindianexpressicom BB B

-

dying or active euthanasia.

| B | |
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RBI should adheretoits
price stability mandate

Mametary policy ix best suited to deliver on price control, just as fiscal policy is best suited to

sprer economic growwth, The central bande mest retain ity status queo on inferest rates for now

ne ol the Ilum'rlrm:'l'l:‘t tsof
long covid'

covied

LCONOIT
toloola bitlile th

Year, uss

vear's growth looked rosy in Large |

surprised on the downside
1the last seven quarters,
tllflt*r:'nl\lur} Ioge Hll'r with

I\rhu.l]n‘mwu pnl.hilw |NLH'P[|{'1 1, a conse-
quence of making comparisons with a'h

cgrowth head off

! lt'd ith
1|In'u.]lkt>(alil'

problem with such dilem
have tobe taken real time
Lgiven the lags in polic
ing elfect. However, the results
kenown uch later, by which time it
late to turn the clock back. As the US

s that dec
incleed, often
stions

sdiscovered o the

|u-llur} only lulllulill.li h}

reversed directic Jn.nulln'u.uliu

fonand
o, n--nl]llrlulrl i

prolonged phase of steeply rising retall prices.

This thenis the conundrum that £
Reserve Bank ol Tng
Committee (MPC) when it meets this weelk

s the
s (BN Monetary Policy

A4

MY

Ballot to budget: The economic
impact of cash transfer politics

Cash handouts are likely to prove sticky as a policy option and reduce our space for, fiscal reforms

VIVEK KAUL
Isthe suther of ‘Bad Moy’

b political besson belng learnt
From recont assembly eloctions in
Maharashira and Jharkhand, and
that

Before that in Madhy: ||I’l.|i|.nt!|
cash transfor
b an el g
towinning U
ritlses saveril

First, the
s an achded ady.

slectorale over, This
beresting polnts.
Il

COTHS

pensation one comes Trom. Bui there s
e than eaough data o show that 2
Tugger chumk of Trickia b been
Tarckshiips b recent v aoey
kit I thit sie h schomes are not going
b e awary Inabrey. In Tt as voters

wl Tnuneh

e temmpteecd toup the ante
Tlgggger versbons, possibly leading to the
central government linch a pan-lndia
cash transler scheme before the 2020
Lok Sabsha eloctions,

Foanrth, political lessons can have eco

nomic costs, Stte governments have 1o
Tearp theke Rscal defieit within s certain
limbt, Also, sioee the implemen tation of
the Gioods and Serviees Tux, the ability
ool Bt governmants o come upwith
newer es i orcler to nerease thele
v roeelpls s rnther limitoed,

Take the case of Malurashir,
news reports suggest that the ne
Tnuneharel cash transfor schoma |
wonnen his messedd up the state's fnan
e, I the seheme his o be kgt going
I bt prresent Form, expenditin on
athr 1 abligath {the state

el

nan ol Inllml [Il

"
T opposition in e state can
v Towpe b mateh the schenwe o
anngunes bigger and better eash
Foern I 18 commes o power, But, as |

clicht goes, o bivd in hand is worth two

L thee sk,

Secord, while politiclans of the ruling

Natlonal Democrathe AlllancelNTIA)

iy neet addnbt 1o economie hirdships

b Faced by aslgnil
honof Tndia's poguili

Ty large s

Ferunt, The lneh ol e

sehemaes in Madhya Prace n!ulnll Muhu
vashitra, and the domestic cookdng gis
subsily offered to below-poventy-line

Families in Haryana, is a sort ol admit
tance af distress, The
Fouder than thelr lack of wortls,
Thired, whithorsuch cash transfor
selemas are [rechles or a necd of the

o sl the i
clemie, thedr revealod prefere mn wllf

nethons speak

wverrimiont will Bave e b cut_of the
monthly cash belng given towomen
will havee v b slashsd, Politically, doing
the former s vasler,

Fifth, theee will be other unseen
effects beease of these econom
Stute governments carn a lirge amount
ol money lrom what bs relerrod 1o s the
eontribaition of the patrolewm sector to
thelr exchegquer. There are quite a few
taxes andd duthes that Tl thelr coffers,
Tovat an bl ool thee oney eomes from the
satles ti o value added gy (VAT these
governments change on petroleam
proctuets W petvol aod dieselsold in
the state, 1n the fiest six months of
A28, of the TLAG tllion contrib
uted by petealesm companies tothe
exchwauer of stabe Eovernments,
aroumd or T eillon came from
satles t or VAT om petrodeum produets,

N, this i bs largely ad-valorem,

L, ehirged as i cort 3
thie price of e petrol

p prodhict on

highar the price of petrol or diesel, ihe
o e L carneed by thee state gov
crmment. 1t needs to be sald here dhat
s stite governmaents have s fved
ek Hirer ehargee abso ballt into such
tases, bt a bl of 1t bs ad-vaborem.

Tn 24 hocomtribution of the
petrolesim sector 1o the exchequer of
S EOVEr MRS stooe o gross
domaesthe product (GDF). 1t has largely
seen i downward trend sinee then,
et for the pandemic years, when it
wisat L2% ol GO, In the first six
ot hs ol 2002425, 1 was ol GLP,

Whit choes this imply? The ability of
wtate governmants o make money from
petrol, ciesel and odher peteoleum
procducts soll b thele state depencds on
the prieeat which these products are
sl Lowir pricos mann lower tases for
these governments, And given
O S GOVernIments e Tihely 1o
Lateh o tis s o

and diesel prices helng et In propor
thon toany Ball b globsal ofl prices are
very low,

OF o, the rotall peiees of petre

v prrodducts ane declded by the cen
teal governmentand it hasn 't out prices
even thasugh the average price of the
Tovclban bwshiet of eruce ol has fallen
Fresen masre thin 89 por bareed in April
0 8753 I Nowember, To some extent,
thids explaing why the volees of stock
ket experts calling for s et in petrol
s diesiel priees o push up showlng
ptlon growth have been Balling
o deal vars,
th, ghven that the Centre shares o
(eant portion of its revenues with

sl pirc

grow in pogilar
v willlinit |I!\|I|i||||\‘||| rodiee
parsonil Income L rtes,

Flwadly, |~l!|ln\|!|| v lirst noted in

K
women b partheslar and eltbzens in
eneral ks yet another step that Indlia has
s I moving towards a wniversal

T depends on which side of the dis \\|||d b it's bevied, This implies that the bvasdc bncomme bn a disgudsed way.

growthin J(I.E.E 23 had Nagged sinc
whenitw 7% but on acovid- ~I|n||||wrlln|l1’

fresm 4-6G December, s mandate—aol price
control, keeping in mind the objective of

!1.‘L<llul'2(l'.!l} he same effect will make this | growth—means iCs always a bitofatoss-up
fis r'sexpansion look relatively weak, between inflation and growth, with the MPC's
his is nottounderplay the economy’s priovities shifting from one to the other, 10 cmﬁ ﬂ@@
dece! ion in the last quarter, High-fre- depending on the macro situation, Tis tas s ? str a !!@ma!'

i hinted

wlll therth

makers—|
through orisit part of'a
down, IFitis the for
need for any poli
might boome

later. However, iFitis part of a longer phenom- {
enon with weaknesses lilkely to persist, as weak | toitsknitting.
consumption and investment trends suggest, oo on rale

there would be s

15 o strategy and pubdic pelcy
professicnal His X handbke
prasannakathik

petiv }wvl]ln'luwilwl

mer, there would b
wction; a knee-jerk re
e, creat

ase for policy action. The

onin
mbiers
Ors now

mode

e W e on g
wirnegiven acholen ol ple
three doors, Behind one door s a ear,
whibhe the ot Ters Db o gont encl, W plelo
a dowr, say No. |, and the host, whe knows
what's behind the doors, opens anether
door, say No. rallng a goal., He the
ks, an,nuw.nnllm\nnlnmlnuu N,

No,

uptrend: It must foeus

pined growth is not possible without price
bility or be
stability, but becanse keeping inflation in
checkis REPs remit, just as growth is primg

at its disposal to ease liguidity

mand growthare onan
vinflation contral,
inOctober)

e the poor bear the brunt of

uldlllulu-.
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Trump’s tariffs would worsen the global China shock

PRASANNA KARTHIK

Sonly his o goat, goes up 1o G6.7% or two
thirds. Stickdig bo the orginal chobee would
have kgnoeed new informatkon and led us 1o
lose, This highlights the impon,
aclapithog declslons o fresh evidence

acdapt vesonate strongly with the mistakes
that pelicymakers have historeally made in
Iggnoring systemie complesity,

Acstrililng historeal vxample s the Smoot
ki Act of 1930, implemented
sy st of thee ot Depression
I Arnerdca toshield US furrmees rom foredgn
Imposed steap mpert il

Bty L
1o Mo, 22 1n academ]

this s called "
hil

i, bt provoloed retlia
v 25 natbons, Jeading toa G6%

Monty Hall problem, W
FIEyscholars el initially argued that ||I'Il'
Isner advantage In switching doors, probealil-
Ity theory and computer simulations dem
onstrate L apposite,

Sinee theveare three doors, nitially, our
anclels o welisetingg thi ear e 85,55 o o
thirvel, while the oddsal it bebng bebind ane
o the ether two doors are 86.7% or two-
thirds, Onee the game-show host roveals a
gont behind one unselected door, we fingd
onrselves dealing with a question of eondi
thonal prolabdlity. So the Hkelibood of the
car belng behind door No, 2,

fol fee. This eeonamie bso
lation exacerbatod the Great Dipression,
caused widespread nployment and
dustabiliaced urope
paving theway for \\'mhl\'\'.lll

s clear: slmy: |l|nl|4 solutbons
Forthe Intricate bter-dependenches of com-
e sy Rl o,

Acmoee recent parallel Hes in US Prost
dent-elect Donald Trump's 2008 welils,
whieh abmed o boost domestie manufactur
g vl parestiet LS fobs Thi 200 a7 e
S president
on washing machines, for example,

Encreased thekr prices by 2%, while thecost
of complementary goods, such s dryers,
sy rowsae, Although the LS collected S82 mil
e annually o tardIT revenues, Ameriean
comsmers b i nebdtional $15 billion in
higher costs, Furthes, the taelTs ultimately
westilied inan estimated loss of 2,000 jobs
o account ol roader veo
s bt ions cousod

Though I

intended a8 temporary crenting a debi ihl\
:nl-w_lwxlalrll'fmlln'l||n'r global response state-backed m
font oo iden eiende 10 Chinese .'.‘.I..'..'}f.‘f.':l?.'f "
many of Trump's LTy, exports would Moo global markits with
Fngg how such pali underpriced goods, under
an gt entrenched  s@rve the world  miningdomestic incustries
v whien thebrlong-torm l'In'wlu'll' and causin
comequences e harmful. —— better than US
These declsbons under
viskolynoring UNIlateralism  produc

conplesity —fust

s wirsaw with the Manty

Hall problem, where o par- s thae
sttuatbon fn the light of new data leads to
subssptimal cutcomes.

Now, Trump hns threatened mew tarlTs
et ing mposrts Froan Cansda, Mesbeo asd
Chibna, and also warned that Bries natlons
coubd face oven steeper import barrlers iF

.y Acollaborative

1o peplace thie US dollar as a trace
oy, China aceonants for a substantial
ol |1\||1an thar wordel s gross oaet pat aned con
eributes slgnifieantly to global value addi
tlem, China's political system enables iis
g prowess, bad aiacost, Local
it i Clalna have accumulated $10
trillion in off-the -books
dhebst to fund infrastructure
and industelal production,

lalr competition among

private firms, manufctor
erscompeting with Chiness producers are
elfectively competing against the Chiness
state o i highly uneven playing field. With
China's manufacturing surplus now
necounting for approsimately 2% of global
« and with the US being Ching's biggest
wrae partner, Troamp's tarklfs could rosal in

Sooner or later, we will
have to recognise that the
Earth has rights, too, to live

without pollution, What
mankind must know is that
human beings cannot live

without Mother E

but the planet can li

without humans,

th,

-

EVO MORALES

cheap Chinese goods Mooding oiher mar
Tets, further uadermining industries in
odler countrivs,

The systemic challenge o tar s mirrors
e Monty Hall problem, Tromg'sunilateral
tarbifs, oo refusing to swiich doors |
e show, demonstrate s Billure o
evidence and systemie realitie
Irnpart barriers visk creating new hurtdens
fior US consumers whike destabdlizing global
markets, A more effective strategy woukd
ive fostoring i glolal «
ks Chini's state-backed manufacturing
practices, Refrming the s as China ver-
s thae rest” instead of ' Amaerica versus the
rost could encourge collaboration with
il amnsuring flr competit
ot ing global economic stabilie
approach would not only benelit L
sy bt also kncentbvize China o adaopt
more sustalnabile practbees, strengthening
its Bong-term economie health.,

Aswith the Moty Hall probiem, sucees
Nies b peassensiing docisbons base
Information, By plvoting from un
actions to collabaorative steategles, Tramp
connled pea the door toa more equitable and
roibsist grlesal ecanomy —ane that is traly
aligned with his election-comgalgn goal of
malking Amwerica great agadn,
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VIVEK KATIU
FORMER SECRETARY, MINISTRY
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

UESTIONS
were put to the
official

spolesperson of
the Ministry of
External Affhirs
(MEAL  during
his mexlia briefing on Novem-
ber 29, on the indictments
issued in the United Stales
against the Adani Group's
chairman and others. The
gpueries focused on (i) whether
Indin was informed  about
these imvestigations and its
cooperation sought by the US
authorities, (B) ff Indin has
now nmuested evidence so
that investigations can take
place  here  (becouse  the
alleged crimes were commit-
ted in India), Gii)
India considers the US action
as ‘overreach’ and (v) if the
US has requested the Indian
mission to serve warants or
SUMMONs  against persons
mentioned in the indidiments.
‘The spokesperson, reading
out from prepared notes —
mot unusual in senstive mat-
ters — stated, “We see this as
a legal matter involving pri-
vate firms and incividuals
and the Department of Jus-
tice. Obwviously, there are

established procedures and
legal avenues in such cases
which, we believe, would be
followed.” He clarified that
the Government of India had
not been informed in advance:
and nor has it had any comver-
sations with the US Govern-
mentonthis issue. In respect
tothe service of summons, he
=i, “Any request by a for-
elgn govemment, for service
of summons or arest war-
rants is part of mutual legal
assistance but such requests
ame examined on merits and
we have not received this
mequest from the US side.”
These responses would
have been deared al the
highest levels of the political
leadership, especially as the
mat ter has stalled Padiament
since the beginning of s
present session. They were
technically correct because
the indictments are against
private individuals. A gov
ernment company, the Solar
Energy Corporation of India,
was in the middle of both the
Power Purchase and Supply
Agreements, but no shadow
has been cast on it. Signifi-
cantly, the spokesperson did
not answer questions raised
in the media briefing about
India seeking ‘evidence” or
on possible US ‘overreach’,
While in matters such as
the Adani indictments there
are obwvious political angles,
they also have diplomatic
and bureaucratic underpine
nings. Even while politics is
taking place, diplomats and
bureascrats have to objec-
tively nssess different facels

OPED
Adani saga and the dharma of bureaucracy

DUTY-BOUN D: Even inthe midst of intense politics, the permanent cidl senvice has to perform its job in
keeping with s mandate. If it does not, the national interest suffers. st

of such issues to asoetain
their impacdt on national
interest. Once the indict-
ments became public, what
would or should have been
the diplomatic and bureau-
cratic actions by senior civil
servants? Government pre-
scriptions on how diplomats
and dvil servants should
handle such issues may
change over time, but such
changes cannot be substan-
tial; for, the basics of diplo-
matic and bureaucratic deal-
ing of such matters do not
admit a fundamental change.

‘The indictments deared by
grand juries weme two in mam-
ber, One was filed by the Dis-
trict Attorney of the Eastem
District of New Yk in the
Eastern New York District
Court for alleged infringe
ment of the Foreign Cormupt
Practices Act{FCPAL District

The Adani matter is
atestcase forthe
civil service. Even if
this issue has been
politicised, the
bureaucracyshould
work uninfluenced
by politics.

attorneys are apponted by
the President and come
under the Department of Jus-
tice. The other was by the
Security and Exchange
Commision (SEC) for
infringement of its statute.
The SEC is an independent
body. Itwould, therefore, not
be as easy for an incoming
President to influence i as
he can the Department of
Justice, It s noteworthy that
the MEA spokesperson did
not mention that the SEC,
o0, had filed an indidtment
through a grand jury.

Once the indidments
became public, the Indian
mission in Washington DC
was duty-bound to take oog-
nisance of them. This was
bemuse they mvolved oneofl
India’s leading business con-
glomerates with a  global
presence. Hence, jucdicial

action against it by US offi-
dal institutions would res-
onate thmough the US and the
global business community,
as it has done. There wus also
the possible impact of the
indictments, specifically on
other Indian companies
which wished to raise capital
in the US and generally do

have to give their own
assessment and ils conse
quences on the country’s
interests workd wide.

The point is that even while
this issue has been politicised,
it is incumbent on the perma-
nent buresucrcy to do its
work uninfluenced by the
winds and currents of politics.

Irespective of the s

under India’s con-
stitutional scheme, the politi-
il i takes the final

-
politi of
a business house, it is the
dharma of an Indian dipl-
matic mission to officially
canvey such information to
the MEA and other min-
istries concerned in Delhi.
Whille doing so, it has to also
give its assessment of its
impact on Indian interests.
It would be legitimate to
ask if the Indian mission
ook these actions,
Assuming that the Indian
mission’s input in this case
was necedvid in the MEA, the
secrelary or secretaries con-
following  official
dharme, would bring the mat-
ter to the notice of their coun-
terparts in the ministries con-
cerned. (If the mission was
silent, it was, and presumably
still i, customary to demand
that it sends its inputs urgent-
Iy} In this matter, it would be
the New and Renewable
Enemgy, Commerce, Finance
and Home Affairs ministries.
In addition, the MEA secre-
tary/secretaries would have
to keeps the Prime Minister's
Office and the Cabinet Sec-
retary informed. While con-
veying the assessment of
the mission, they would

dedsion an all issues for it is
accountable o the people
through Pardiament. But even
inthe midst of intense politics,
the permanent civil serdoe, at
its seniormost levels, has to
perform its job in keeping with
its mandate. Ifitdoes not, the
national interest suffers.

I confess that when I have
mentioned these ideas of the
dharma of civil servanis
belonging toall cacres, | have
been told that T am talking of
anerathat does not exist any-
more, If this is true and lead-
ing civil servants now take
their cue from the political
leadership, they have turned
away from tradition. Minis-
ters who weme dvil servants
would know this,

The Adani matter is a test
case for the civil service,
‘What the current secretaries
do may not get to be publicly
known. It would, however, be
sad if some of the present
band of dvil service leaders,
who have a welldeserved
reputation of being straight
and true, abandon bureau-
eracy's dharma — o comey
its unvarnished views to the
political keadership.

Mounting domestic discontent spells trouble for Xi

e ————
JAYADEVA RANADE
PRESIDENT, CENTRE FOR
CHINA ANALYSIS & STRATEGY

ARELY had the

dust settled after

the disappear-

ance of the Chi-

nese State Coun-
cillor, the Foreign Minister
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping's protege Qin Gang
that three months later,
Chinese Defence Minister
Li Shangfu was ‘removed’
from his post. Li Shangfu,
too, was a close associate of
Xi Jinping.

Confirmation has  now
come on November 28 that
the Political Commissar of
the Central Military Com-
mission (CMC), Admiral
Mioso Hua, another close
associate of Xi Jinping, is
under investigation. Till
being placed under investi-
gation. Miso Hua was the top
officialin charge of ensuring
compliance with the Chi-
nese  Communist  Party
(OCP)s ideology and regula-
tions throughout the PLA.

‘The sudden fall of three of
XiJinping's close associates
points  to dissatisfaction
with Xi Jinping in the senior
echelons of the CCPand cer-
tainly signals that all is not

well inside Zhongnanhai —
the residential walled com-
pound in Beifing of the sen-
ormost Chinese leaders.

The recent dismissals in
the PLA Rocket Force,
together with the removal of
some senior generals, sug-
#gests problems in the PLA
Indicating that the circle of
enquiry among senior PLA
officers has expanded, latest
reports, though as et
unconfirmed, state that the
Commander of the PLA
Eastern Theatre Command,
General Lin Xiangyvang,
and till now Chiel of Stallof
the CMC Joint Staff Depart-
ment and CMC member Liu
Zhenli are both  being
investigated. The Eastern
Theatre Command is the
frontline command for
operations against Taiwan.
Liu Zhenli is the senior-
most PLA officer. Chinese
Defence Minister Admiral
Dong Jun is already under
investigation.

Rumours have been circu-
lating for some months of a
power struggle in the PLA=
top echelons. There are two
strands of rumours, One is
that General He Weidong's
‘helicopter’  promotion as
one of the two CMC Vice-
Chairmen has been resent-
ed by senior PLA officers,
who feel that he was not
adequately experienced or
senior The other is that
there @ rivaly between
General Zhang Youxia and
General He Weidong. The

former is awar veteran, hav-
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the first among an elite
group of officers who
earned their spurs in the
PLAs 31st Group Army in
the Nanjing Military Region
near Xiamen. He and oth-
ers, like former People's
Armed Police Co 1

the PLAs youngest officers
to be promoted to the rank
of PLA General

The ouster of Miao Hua, for
whatever  reason,  could
mean that his associates,
proteges  and  persons
appointed onhi

Wang Ning and new PLA
Army Commander Han
Weiguo, came into contact
with Xi Jinping whowas the
Deputy Party Secretary of
Fujian. All their careers
were fast-tracked.

Miao Hua is a close asso-
of Xi Jinping and
their temures overlapped
when Xi Jinping was Party
Secretary of the Zhejiang

SIGNAL: The

ing fought in the war with
Vietnam and General He
‘Weidong has experience of
confrontation with Taiwan,
The lotter is influential in
the Southern and Eastern
Theatre Commands. He
Weidong also forged close
personal ties with Xi Jin-
ping and the two were
drinking buddies when Xi
Jinping was posted in
Ryjian  Province,  The
rumours claim that He Wei-
dong represents a “Taiwan
faction”in the PLA.

Zhang Youxda, the senior
Vice-Chairman of the CMC,
is also a ‘princeling’ and
cloge  second-generation
family friend of Xi Jinping.
Their fathers served togeth-
erin the 1940s. This proxim-
ity and Zhang Youxia's rep-
utation as a military
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oval of X1 Jinping!

Thereisenough
popular
dissatisfaction,
includingwithinthe
CCPwithXi
Jinping’s policies.
The slowdown of
the economy has
aggravated societal
discontent.

professional prompted Xi
Jinping to retain him in the
CMC as Vice-Chairman at
the 20th Party Congress in
2022, though he had crossed
the retirement age. Zhang
Youxia was also re-appoint-
el as one of the two PLA
officers to the CCP CC Polit-
buro. As the senfor-most
General in the PLA, Zha

¥ In  mid-2012,
Miso Hua was promoted as
Deputy Political Commis-
sar of the Lanzhou MR and
Secretary of its Discipline

Inspection  Commission
and, within months, was
appointed  the  Political

Commissar of the Lanzhou
Military Region. Consider-
ing that the Lanzhou Mili-
tary Region was long
regarded as a powerbase of

Youxia 5
able respect among PLA
personnel and veterans.
Miao Hua, who held the
PLA Navy rank of Admiral,
was, till his removal last
week, the Director of the
CMC Pulitical Work Depart-
ment and a member of the
CMC. He was retained as
Director of the CMC Politi-
cal Work Department and
CMC member at the 20th
Party Congress. MinoHua is

Guo B of the Jiang
Zemin faction, Miso Hua
would have had a role in
the investigations against
Guo Boxion g and removing
remnants of his influence
in the region. Miso Hua
was among the senior PLA
officers who published arti-
cles in April 2014, pled ging
lovalty to Xi Jinping. Gen-
eral Miao Hua was given a
double promotion by Xi
Jinping to become one of

dation would now be subject
to repewed wveiting This
could inchude CMC Viee
Chairman General He Wei
dong. Given Miso Hua's
long tenume as Political Com-
mizszar inthe CMC, hewould
have had a key role in the
elevation and appointment
of many senior PLA officers.

But the implications of
these removals would be
wider, They point to either
poor judgment of person-
nel by Chinese President
Xi Jinping, or that Xi Jin-
ping is himself under
attack. There is enough
popular  dissatisfaction,
including within the CCP.
with Xi Jinping's policies.
The slowdown of the econo-
my and consequent jobless-
ness, graduate unemploy
ment and rising cost of
living have aggrovated
societal discontent.

A lot depemds on the
extent of support Xi Jinping
enjoys in the PLA and
whether there is substance
in the rumours of differ-
ences between Zhang Youx-
in and He Weidong. The
looming unpredictability in
China-US relations  amid
mounting domestic dissat-
isfaction point to diffieult
times ahead for Xi Jinping.
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Sewadar Sukhbir

Clergy ghves him chance torevive political fortunes

rap on the knuckles — that's what the Sikh
clergy has giventoSukhbirSingh Badal and
other Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) leaders for
the'sins’ committed by their government in
Punjals from 2007 to 2017, Thetoken punish-
ment — washing dishes and cleaning shoes as well as
washrooms at the Golden Temple — has been swarded
nearly three months after the former I'.‘bput)' m was
declared M " (guilty of religi
theie Akal Takht. '[h five high priests have stopped slnm
of taking drastic action, such as excommunication,
despite the gravity of the misdeeds that Sukhbir and the
others ane accused of. Making them perform ‘seca’ as
atonement may not be enough topacify the Panth, which
continues to be angry with the Badals and the SAD over
the tumultuous events of 2015,

While Sukhbir has been granted an opportunity to
revive his political fortunes, the withdrawal of the Panth
Rattan Fakhre-Quam tithe — bestowed on then CM
Parkeash Singh Badial by the Akal Takht in 2011 — s a set-
back to the Badal family. With thisextreme step, the der-
& has done what it failed to do when the senior Badal
was alive. The high priests have also asserted their
autharity by directing the SAD working committes o
sccepl Su.khhn s mlmon a8 pmy cil(-l'nrui. form a

ons Tt hat
thee clergy won't desist from intervening in party aflairs.

Both Sukhbir and his party are desperate to shed
thedr ignominious baggage — the fallure W punish the
pempetrators of the sacrilege incidents and the pardon
granted (later revoked) to Sirsa dera chief Gurmest
Ram Rahim in a blasphemy case, The SAD wants the
Punth, its trud itional vote bank  toforgiveand forget. Al
s mot lost for the Akalis — people of Punjab have repeat-
edly voted the Congress to power despite its role in the
horrors of 1984, The key question is whetherthe SAD is
open o reforms in a bid to regain credibility.

Cost of freebies

Fiscal populism drains Punjab and HP

OTH Punjab and Himachal Pradesh are reeling

umnder severe financial stress, acrisls stemming

from populist promises made during electoral

igns. In Punjab, the Aam Asdmi Party's

(AAP) commitment 1o provide 300 unitsof elec-

tricity free of oost to the consumers has resulted ina sub-

sidy bill of over Rs 20,000 crore for the current finandal

yeie Himachal, where the Congress is in power, revived

the Old Pension Scheme (OPS), adding a significant bur-
den to an already strained excheguer.

Punjaly’s predicament is worsened by delayed subsidy
payments, with the pending bill crossing Rs 4,500 crove.
The Punjab State Power Corporation Limited is struggling
with a dip in collection effidency, dropping from 106% o
% and i ' ;

enue, including recovering dues from defauliers and gov-
emment departments, have yiekled little relief. With the
state nearing its b limit, b bility of the
free electricity scheme is under question. Himachal
Pradiesh faces  similar plight. The restomtion of OPS has
inflated the state’s finandal obligations, requiring Rs 2000

crome manthly to meet salary and pension commitments.
waulmnimtormﬁﬂwmm ﬂwmcum

chay exe
- 'T'lm situation is set 1o worsen as the Centre's revenue
deficit grant is expected to be habved nesd flscal year

Baoth states accuse the BJPbed Centre of withholding
funds and showing a discriminstory attitude,
Himachal's exclusion from the Special Assistance for
Capital Irvestment Scheme has sparked a political out-
ory, while Punjaballeges blas in the allocation of develop-
ment funds, However, the root cause lies in unsustain-
able fiscal policies driven by dectoral populism. As stale
governments grapple with mounting debt and shrinking
revenues, it ks mperative 1o shift focus from doles o

reforms. Fiscal prud efficient b !

tion and targeted subsidies are the need of the hour
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Constitution has stood us in good stead

This is not a minor achievement, but we cannot afford to rest on our laurels

KRISHNA KUMAR
AUTHOR AND FORMER
DIRECTOR, NCERT

HIS year's Constitu-

tion Day coincided

with pleas that a

mosque and a der

gah be surveyed to
verify whether they had temples
underncath. Pleas like these
remind us how far we remain as
a nation fom realising the
direarn the Constitution symibsol-
ises and represents, As a symbaol,
it stands for a transformative
vision, Nowonder it evokes crit-
icism from people who cannot
differentiate between a civilisa-
tion and a modern nation. Both
the drafting and adoption of the
Constitution represent a possi-
bility — that as a sockety, we cin
socomplish complex tasks that
require a difficult and long dia-
logue. This is what our neigh-
bour and historicl cohorts on

dooumendt, they mu st know what
it tries o transform and why, This
i where most debates of the pres-
ent times ase. A lot of people
who see India as essentially an
ol civilisation dont like it being
called o new nation. Between
these two positions, an interest-
ing dialogue is possible, but it
doesn't occur: Like everything

Makersof the
Constitution were
aware of the risks
that the politics of

ing would all surfce. How
Dr BR Ambedkar, who chaired
thedralting group, imoned out var-
fous posi ons and assertions is an
amazing  story of consensus-
luilding Terms Bl ‘equality’
and ‘justios’ are not men words
conveying key valses that the
Constitution asserts as funda-
mental. Acritique of sockety and

consisted of four members
whose capacities and interests
rudically differed. Then there
was the thind generation, con
sisting of the children of three
siblings of the middle genera-
tion. Among the dhildren, oo,
there was great varation in pur-
suits and capacities. They had an
unmarried sunt and an uncle
whe was financially weak anc
routinely needed help from the
rest of the family, including the
two grandparents. It was a com-
plex task to prepare a document
about the future arrangements
that the grandparenits wanted to
be put in place with consensus
before their death.

1 made four discussion groups
and assigned drafting to a fifth
group. | retumed to the room
after an hour and found the
place quite nolsy and chsotic.
‘One hour was left for the exer-
cise, but there no sense of hurry
amang any of the groups, So, |
went away and came back an
hour kater. T was tokd that mowe
e was required, sowe decided
to meet again the next day, The
same thing happened nest day,
andwe needed mare time, Final-
Iy, when we met 1o discuss the
draft. Constitution, I noticed as

either side could not successful  else in our times, this polarity is ) kuwylnuuuh»ﬂlnunl many as six notes of dissent
ly manage, Their struggle Lo also treated as frozen. The two  Fepresentationwould — nenbe g appended 1o it, Everything was
schieve stability e 1 st in bk Jent orbits. . - . uﬁnlmldwl in these words. read oul and the discusson
reminding us that weshouldnot  The possibility of a bricdge does posetovalues I8 justice possible among gross:  began. There were several angry
Il:‘-.mmlv{;'lu'n;:‘ud. nu:_tjrm nd\ﬂ::wh‘m encoded inthe Iy us;:u-lu:wm;muﬂly ::wmu;‘d some were lu]lt:lut.
search fortem| beneath COurse, makers . [ ins the: mi clestitu ng group was also
moscues and shrines also points  Constitution were aware of this ethical framework. h:n and exploitation? Such are  unhappy beamse every discus-
out that we must appredate pdwvo Andd those who did not the g hidden in the Pre-  sion group was blaming them for
how exceptionally lucky we directly participate in the final anible. And then, there is an over- unmlrmndj
were to have o docurnent that  deafting also knew that Indiawas — and still does, beasuse it had no avhlnl M jon: s fr hi :Luuul the real Con-
has stood us in good stead for 75 both id chvilisation and a new No doubt it imvoby possiblewher stitution | easy afterthis

years. This is not a minor
achievement, but we can't
afford to rest on our lwrels,
Our difficulties arise partly
beausethe means avallableto us
for passing on ideas and values to
younger people have not bsen
robust or all that reliable, The
Constitution is, of course, taught
in considerable detadl and is fre-
quently mentioned in schools
and colleges, but eaching i s not
easy if you want to bring it alive.
T emaabsles youin 2 people to mecog-
nise that it is a tmnsformative

natlon. One such person was
MahatmaGandhi Hedrew inspi-
ration from Incia's civilisational
resources in his struggle to seel
fecom from colonial rule and
resolve Indion sockety's intemal
strife and contmdictions in a
penceful manner It was a monu-

several violent episocles, but Hw
key political moves that led
towards freedom created a new
discourse of liberation through
peaceful argumentation.

Sevenl new ideals and values
wrose during the fresdom move-
mml and H'n- &mﬂhum.m-l'l‘m

imag-
ine. The Independence move-
ment was ardwous and long; and
it was the first movement of its
kind in the colonial workl,
India's Independence inspired
many other colonised nations

T yol
llmdhnl achievements. If a
teacher uses the Preamble to
stucly the history of the 19th and
30th centuries, the Constitution
‘would come alive — in the sense
that the deep difficulties its draft-

andl they often get Hooded mﬂ.h
volatile emotions? Makers of the
Constitution wene awane of the
risks that the politics of represen-
tation would pose o values encod-
el in the ethical Famework,

1 omee trieed o impart the e
rience of Constitution-making to
my students by presenting a
family map. It featured three
penerations Bving under one
moof but with different worries
brewing in their hearts. The old-
er generation had just twomem:
bers left, while the middle one

Constitutional morality is notanatural sentiment. It has to be cultivated. —srambediar

The mother ofblood

exercise. These students were
inthe first year of Delhi Univer-
sity's  legendary BELEd,
(Bachelor of Elementary Edu-
cation) course. The colledive
attempt to create a document
that was under so many con-
tending demands and pres-
sures had given the dass o con-
siderable taste of what the
drafting and passage of the real
Constitution of Ind i must have
been like, T didn’t need to tell
them that for a newbormn nation,
it was quite an schievement.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

family planning vital Commuters in a gridiock

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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A hope and a warning

Tﬁmml’umhuu-uumikmby&mhwmwm

salient Al e sy
d.imhur in this issue, is of peouliar importance, not only on
wocount of his eminent position in the workd of thought and sd-
enoe, but also because our own university has invited this distin-
guished Indian swvant to deliver the convocation address. The
intrinsie value of the sddress, however, was fur greater than the
mﬂm«n :mtmmdmmumw
f inongan:
le matter and the workd of plants, it contained a message of hope
‘to ull those, whiether educationists or putriots, who ane so apt o
despair of progress becouse of the difficulties that have o be
encountered and overoome, and a warning tothose others who, in
thedr indifference and listlessness, lake no heed of the danger that
lies ghend. Theﬁu u n]lﬂunmmprﬂmllmmnlumnﬂ

ket

pessimism m:lcymum duwnmmnmmmmw

over the man ly oo

Eives way o

Beose's per ience, the tattle he has

s he has won. When he commenced his investigations more
‘than 30 years ago, hetokd his hearers, Duri‘nmﬂnﬂluuumm

I the 1

w
it lenowledge coulkd be miate i India since the Indi-

an empermment was s e merely

b - — =

donation movement

ManmonAN LAL SamiN

tary Sarcop Krishen, was the founder of the volun-

tary blood donation movement in India. A blood
donor herself, she made her biggest donation — her body —
to the PGl after breathing her last on November 30, She
Joined a small band of people (nchuding her late husband)
whofeel that mortal uman remains should be used for sci-
ence instead of being cremated or buried.

Not happy sitting idle at home, she wanted o seve soclety.
"The PGI had just been set up in 1962 and Dr Jai Gopal Jolly,
director of the Blood Transfusion Department, was keen that
bloocl should be collected from volunitary, non-remunersted
sources only, Kantaji (as she was commonly known) got half a
dozen housewives wogether and set up the Blood Bank Sockety,
PGL Eduscsting and mofivating people to donate blood wis ther
mission, Noleacker wis too big to be approached for help, They
rmuullmmﬂmmndnmnfbbudmtdlﬂuitunbhxl

vice, the

the Pudma Shirion har in 172 Thisgove
hnllthmmrtlmrudw movernent first all over North
Inadian anel then throughout the country She spearhbeaded the
establishment of the Indian Sockety of Blood Transfusion &
Imnmw*wwm“umrmm

When I leaders in New Delhi
to ban commerce in blood and its compone nts falled, she
approached Common Cause, an NGO, with the help of HD
Shourie and me. A public interest Bt gation was led, seck-
ing a ban on buying and selling of blood countrywide, The
directions issued by the Supreme Court in 1996 were a
game-changer Consequently, nounlicensed blood bank can
b et up anvel tracle in bood is prohibited.

Despite un-_l-ulam'.uwuwmdmm The: dlires

o, Kantaji bed ionof MPs
mlwuhmmwmu.dwmmhhn\hmw this
prompted the government to frame the National Blood Poli-
ey, b ensure the supply of safe blood from voluntary sources,
the Blood Bank Sockety joined hands with Rotary to setupthe
Rotary & Blood Bank Soclety Resource Centre in Chandi-
garh; it is open 24x7 and supplies Hood to any one in need.

Since she was our children's grandmothet, all of us started
calling her ‘nani’. Her interests also included gandenin g, cook-
m;_mulmldnnulmmcs}!numkdnlnlul her
children, theirsy Ichildren — volun-
tary blood donation, be l'turdummﬁnmdmumnm
ing others W donate, Thanks to hex 60 years after its bisth, the
Blood Bank Socety's secretary general is her daughter, Niti,
and its preskdent her son-indaw She helped save millions of
Iives by her selfless efforts. ' Nani® will be missed, but the wol-
unitary blood donation movement will goon forever

I ANTA Krishen, wifie of Haryana's first Chief Secre-

Apropos of ‘Population push’, RSS chiefl
Mohan Bhagwat's ilogical suggestion that
Indian families should aim for three children
as the current fertility rate has dipped below
2.1 is shocking. While the intention behind
such remarks may be Iol:klwudmmnpuph—
i the broader i could

Refer 1o ‘Stuck in traffic’;, furmers marching
luwunl.l Drlhh polital headers traveling to

fed inatraf
ﬁrp’ﬂhckm&i}ullndnlummm
resumes fundioning — all this gives a fed of
Imlmdrmymmfmniup\ulﬁ

have a detrimental impact. Indm s already
pappling  with overpopulation, strained
resources and environmental degradation, An
increase in the binth rate could exacerbate
these challenges, puitingg greater pressure an
healtheare, education and infrastructure,
Rather than promoling higher fertllity, we
should prioritise sustainable development,

m.m'm
Farmmers” dh A5 shy

on the part of the govemment. It is time to
change the archaic appmach of organising
protests 1o seelk redressal by the authorties.
Problems and public issues are expected 0 be
resobved without providing undue mileage to
vested interests who thrive on chaos, confusion
and distraction. Causing inconvenience o the

responsible famiy planning and equitablk
jatribution of resourees ion th

¥
BALBIR SINGH KAKKAR, WLANDHAR

With reference o ‘Population push”; the call
by Mohan Bhagwai amid o decline in the
TFR is illfounded. Asking people o bear
more children seems paradoxical in the
world's most populous country, The conse-
fuences of population growth are far-meach-
Ing = scarce jobs, stmined public services
and wors ening envimnmental arisis We need

public
JAGVINDER SINGH BRAR, PATIALA

Leaders inmoved by farmers’ woes
Apmoposof Stuck in traffic’; farmers’ protests
over ther genuine demands, such as legal
guarantes for MSP and loan waiver, have dis-
rupted life for the common man but faded to
lull.-:ur pill\l.'umlnni pdl."vmlkun Win-

hags theonly
purpmr that keeps pdm.u.nm preoccupied.
Heads don’t roll over pressing issues like the
d:mnfllnl‘nﬂnmmununw lhm-w

o have a compe lation control
policy, inchuding educuum mlﬂr on fumily
planning measures, In this era of scientific
advancements, the thru st should be an build-

b o ch vy frmer fi

richest persons in the workd, bulwmutlmt
ignore the fact that the Indian economy is
m-ﬂyummlumbmd and farmers’ sues

ing a strong nation based on the fund

tals of peace and prosperity for all
NIRMALIIT SINGH CHATRATH, KAPURTHALA

Population root cause of poverty
Refer to ‘Population push”; India has
eamned the dublous distinction of being the
most populous country in the workd — sur-
passing China. Almost all ills being faced by
India have been attributed to the burgeon-

Hll mul’f MAIL

Communal violence on the rise

With reference 1o *Courts ket ting ancent sores
enpt afresh’; the dangers of reopening
wounds is dearly seen in the manner events
played out at Sambhal There are around
40,000 Mu slim places of worship in the country,
Scrmo!’lh:mum‘l:l.}m!bemlmhmlrm

ing population. E ists are
in their view that population is the root
eause of poverty and dow p . All our

ples by invad But h SUIVeVS
everywhere is an onerous ek, This iscausing
F tempers 1o rise alamdngly. In try-

efforts o tackle the problem have fadled mis-
erably due to our orthodox mindset. Our
Infrastructure is falling short of our growing
cemand, Our leaders are well advised 0
refrain from airing such views.

KARNAIL SINGH, K HARAR

ingg to correct. historical wrongs, we are putting:
pace m'l:lmlirmdn- md.muu’ﬂlrmm.l
have blern o fes-
mmnummw-mmdwmmm
of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991,
ANTHONY HENRIQUES, MU MBAI

Litters 4o the Ealilod byped in doubile ghace, Should Rol éx ed the X00-word ksl
These should be cogently weitien and can be sent by e-mail to:

—— -
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Pollution levels

overshadow our economic gains

Tomeet its kigher aspivatio

PRACHI MISHRA

Is professor of sconomics at Ashoka University
and haad of Ashoka lsasc Canter for Public

Policy.
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Can Delhi do a Beijing?

A public cutery forced gevernment action to
curbs air pollution in Beling but Delhi's ar
remains unbreathable since the Indian
electorate seems to have reconciled itself 1o it,
Aneuial avarage ak guality index for PM25
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Bringing order to s chaotic traffic systorns,
wndorcing stricter construction regul

MINT

Actually, Republicans are the
masters of US identity politics

Demacrats are falsely being blamed for what Trump’s party did

MNIA-M
I pobtics and policy columalst for
Blocemberg Dpinian

LIKA HENDERSON

aquistin, Wihich party played iden

thty pobities in the 2024 campalgn?
Daonabd Tramp and the Republi
G sl the Democrais?
Left-lenning pundits think they know.
“arville blamed

e, God
i ket " CNIV anchor
.||||| Washington Post columnist Fareed
el that o of the big mistakies
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Improvement while we work on the more complex
agriculturalch,

Traffie chaos in Indian clties s a major source of
alr poblution, Despite signif
o infrastrue ture, ave
ok below 20Kmph. This slow movement s not
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Supreme Court III-lIIll-lII!"hlll\:ll\'l'ﬂ nly Mouted,
Rilghilighting a severs wiakiness [ regalatory
enforcement,

st ambitious goals Hke hosting the
Hympbes, we must ensuee that oureaviron
vactices align with these hig
These are the author's personal views,
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Thdsone-sided attack ondentity polities
Nk ebockwork when Democr
Tosir i edection, even one where Uy were
aetually protty quict on isues of gender,
e o sexunl or tion, Bt what is
varely acknowledged is that Repahlicans
alwo play dentity polites, They just do it
bertter — especlally under Tromp's lesder-
ship. “Today, white kdentity deeply influ
ences American polities,” writes political
2006 bk
Wikite Identity Foditics Iddentity is
st b labent, bt it ks also renetive

Trumg's 2024 electorsl formula played on
Caucasiasn and male identity e

On her gender, T
abewt |Iu-: wpiral of 1l

o w-llli-lllum-rlu "y
andntervies with Far News in July. *Tdon't
Lo sy s 1o why, but Illlllll|)|~n|||.1
Trump, olvlously, ¢
v It He was right that iN'Ii|||.1
understood where he was coming from,
Hiisacdentity muce Bl the betiercholoe o
across Trom world lesders.

Trump's vise to political promi
nenee, the eheetorate, partieularly Cauca
sdan voters, has shiftod thelr views toelther
matehoroppose Trump's views, Caucastan
ComserVaves e Do e more exineae
o il bl gration and eivil vights
and berals more progressive,

The

mindhe salient by throats ot {
of whites s group.”

Trump s th torof thisstrategy, His
|'¢-l||lll!||l|l'|lll-|§|!‘|lllh controd on Can
kil dedentity—has proven an
I'ITN II\'n' andd divisive way to win, The
Republican parny 58 ot For
yoars, mulnsiveam national Republicans
mostly repected playing the rce card
overtly, Senator Hob Dole famously told
raclsts to leave the party during his 1996
convention speech, And former Repabli
can Nutional Committes Chairman Ken
200085 Tor his
|u|li|r|&i|luw|

apologlaed dn
party’s history ol using
o gakn anelectoral advantage

Trump has behaved quite differently.
oo ple, in August, Inlm|m!u|l-rl

Imaggre o

Thewe ks resson that Harvds lagedy side
shepped he i ender ldentity, as
Trumags beanesd in, frequently highlighting
har ldentlty skers, The Intentbonil mis
promuncation of her name wis part of b

o were comments lke this: 1
v abia: s Black untlla number
e g when she happencd o tum
ek and now she wants 1o be klumu w

teel vidersin
|||I~ 0 -lmp:u(ll and how dilferent groups
woted won't Tully be known for months
feit goonlls e wnrelinbibe), bat iF 2024
anything ke 2006, 1°s Bleely that ‘whine
nnesa’ vl mnbesess s leentities were ot
vartlng factor Tor soma veders. Yes, Tromp
i nroads among a multiniclal coali
o almsens, el bae il this by appealing o
teacitional notions of masculinity—cue
Hulk Hogan vipping off his shirt ot the
Hepublican convention, Even Trump's
empluasis on transgender bssues, while
anstiensibily alsout womens's sports, sl its
core alwo about Fraghle gender rolosand the
Iebeas that cortal n groups now enj !
vinted status,

Demaocrats, with thelr mulil-rac
dliverse coalition, don't huve o goosd answer
Tor Trwmp's sty of bdentity polivies, They
finstattrct mon Cancisian vorers i win,
Dutare wary of wading into the Caucasian
grbevanee polities ot the centre of Trump's
varslon 'I|u||: lisim,

As Demnocrats point fingers and devise
i, ey showtdel takie somesolioe

wary orws
s this: Parties and eultureevolve ind new
leacbers emerge. Trump'sculture war che

torle might make voters foel better, bt it
b yet o make thedr sctual lives better,
ksl e e b tiest oo Bl second lerm,
Dhemoerats b tha pposdton must develop
abwroader butsaill inchsi ve message, while
hoping that Fepublicans who come in

Tramp's walr are boss aclept ot his brand of
Identity podities, OLOOMBE

Indias growth slowdown demands an RBI response

NIRANJAN RAJADHYAKSHA

s exaciitive dreciorn at Artha
Indlia Research Advisors.

BBl econonmy is b the midstofa

eyelleal slowdown, The governm.

statlstics offien reportec list woek that
econombe growth had declined fora third
aquarterinavow, There were enough indic
s o the grownd by then thiat the econ
oy was loslng maomantum; but hardly any
hoely expected such a sharp sowdown

Tron 65.7% I the first quartes o 5,4% (n the
srcand quarter of 2024-25,
Economic growth in the second quarter

was 3.2 percentage poknts below the rate of
Hnnlullk' expransion o the December quar
ter in 20524, Inel experlenced seven
rters ol declining growth, just befose the
nideme struck, 18 s still nod clear whather
the ongodng slowdown will be
lengthy stumble oF o mom
hecause of translent influenees,

Aot ol the diseussion hese
T Bseen atbsonit Do pralic

v wohble

fiw dlays

By wen kening Fow some thime, Urban con-
sumers have paused for a breath after a
wavi ol hectie spending fol lowlng e end
wlermbe restrletbons Compankes have
St Bsisen R to balled new eapaeity n
thedraperations,

Thee gowerniment hael stepped n o bolster
clomnestie investment through speading on
e peaiels, ports, alports and other types of
Infrastructure. However, government capl
wubespenlituare b the flst hadfof the current
Aanclal year islower than what it was n the
s peerbod last year, perhaps because of
:ulmll.lll'h'lIIIinhln'J‘Hl. T et result s
that Mscal support has farther weakened

The question that Is bugeing bn the air is
whather the government necds o step in
||u|l hly toostin spending, The space for

her higgher governm pensiliture or
cuts b lmited. The Tnd
thhe process of getl
juiblie Anances back Into shaps
pandembe shock, when [t
eeonomlc activity eve
Lapsed, Public debt ballooned. This barden
Taws b b eaclaally peche wllhlmllull-!mm

vespund to thie groswth shoeker, bt st
would be useful to cxamine the sature of
the slowdown. Privite sector demand has

I fisecal discipline.
ot growt h alsove e cost of govern:
et horrowlng,

Thee feseal exptbon bs thas Bmdted For now,

That leaves the monetary policy lever,
Ih-u v Bank of Trdla (UY) Bacoes il
v ks fowrrml target,
wiser oof high fossd prices. Core
e s by well unchaee comtreod, s
slggn that domestic do g,
There Is a compuebling case for the monetary
palicy commities (MPC),

which s meeting this woek Th t | goods amnd services and
ek is next move, to e centra thelr Now into selling pri
Tk st bempssrany jumps con needs 1o be watehed
n Ii>Iu|I .||r|rm.. .ﬁn. n the bank could buv g says R
result of one-ol bonds to ease T AT s
suchas unseasonal paln sus n financial markets
imarourae, "¢ Indllan liquidity e e
However, there sone — conditions well  immediately respond 1o
cateh. There bsa possibility thee sharp decline in eco
that high food prices will before it goes  nomic grow th i the see
spdll over into the rest of omid quarterof the curment
the ceanomy, as workers for arate cut Mnancial yes

mand higher wages 1o
cower the higher cost of liv
g ore onl;nmll'n inerease their pr foes 1o

uulnlm
the abovir mardeet nor from corporate fir
cdul stiternents supgosts thid suclan |;m.|rl|
infationary splral ks huikding up.

The central bank s more wary. In REI's

st monthly review of the Indian econ.
omy, i notes that the prices of processed
Townls Bt rrvoving up In response o
sngge by cxlible-oi prices. And there
sl thuat akgghier oo priees by
push up the wages of household services
wuich a domestic heljor cook

FUR svoutbel vk st staly

at the challange by easing

financial conditions, which have hecome

tighter in pecent weeks, inother way:

Theeasingof ndian monetary polic
then be seer 18 play b three acts,

af, the MPC In bs October meeting

clanged the podicy stnee from “withdrmwal

of aceommedation” 1o neul

canease inancial
aslngg Bbquidity Into the
more purchinses of gov
i
tocut inthe first

Sevewad, thecont

wrnment Imnlluimw marked oper:
Thive,

et g e

ry polbeymakers ane nego
the twists o tuensof economic life
th faulty equipment to gilde them, The
inflatiown-targetbng contrl bank dependson
aconsumer price indes thit is dated. The
ndex s usually updated every five years, os
the relative fmportance of what people
spernad o changeswith thme, especlally the
Tt that a i fooel Bl enwds to become
Bess important as s neome increases. The
orthierr Dssiie Is how free o sibsidized food
whould ll":-mm- i the Tnehlan measure of

Standard,
afrmer head of the
tihe Indian
s st imated that vetall infla
percentage polnt lower
it had been measured corvectly, with an
spcdated consumer price indes, 1t s worth
speculating i lnterest rte poblcy would have
By el et — e, Boss tHight—i rn
ovated consumer price index had been
relensesd on thme by the government,




