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SC halting Sambhal survey
sets a welcome precedent

t's thme the charade of surveys o section of Hindutva peddiers is using

o undermine the citizen's fundamental right to freedom of religion,

which are otherwise guaranteed by Articles 25 and 26 of the

Constitution, s halted with immediate effect. And honouring the
orelor of the Supreme Court last week asking the advocate comm issloner to
leep aside his Nindings of his survey of & Mughal era mosque in Sambhial
in Uttar Pracesh in s sealed snvelope plus s direetive to the distreiet court
almlnl ||m| o go ahend with the proceedings should be the first step in this

i

The Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act passed by the Pacliament
in 1861 nima to preserve the charncter of all religlous structures in India,
Even if it preceded the monwmental demage dealt to the foundations of the
republic h) the demolition nd' the Babrl Masjid, the low “declared that the
religious ofa l? lating an the 15th day of August,
1947 ahnll continue to be thn same s 1t existod on that day.” The leglsla’
tive intent of the lnw was clear to all right-thinking Indians: It did not want
this nation to engage in the dangerous business of righting the wrongs of
history. Participating in the diseussion, Rajmohan Gandhi, then member
of the Rajyn Sabha, cautboned sveryone that

The Supreme Court,

in its observations in
2022,

“the ringing lesson of the Mahabharata down
the centurles 1s those who seek to right the
wrongs of history with an attitude of revenge
will only produce destruction and more destrue.
thom and more destruction,”

The Suprems Court, In lts observations in
2022, had come up with o curlous Interpretation
of the Inw, however, saying that it did not bar
the determination of the religious character of

places of worship. The logic still holds, though,

because the character of n structure can be

vetalned only after determining it! The

ip Alluhahml high court anullﬂd the same logle

while ord -rmhma survey of the Shahi ld; I1 at

Mathura, At present, there are m number of surveys at various levels

aeross the country seeking to redefine the rellglous character of many
plnces of worship of Muslims,

This Buprema Court, while hearing a petitlon seeking stay on the ordar of
the survey n{ mo maosgue in Sambhal, said it undermined the need to pre-
ABve Tn ol the court wis perhaps reacing the n:!ndn ur llm mmpla ns

pace | the prormdlnnn for progress of a country, And, too,

of it dikcrove people survive on free food grain pr:wlﬂm I‘w thae -
ernment, needs It mare than any other natlon.

Theve ave people In this country who Tuwa discovered the value of veli-
glon as & tool to capture power and then retaln it But this natien cannot
alford advocate commissloners holding survey orders recelved from
courts blithely going about checking the religlous character ur pluim of
warahilp across the countey. 1t will be in the Interest of peace if the a!‘m
court panders over the 1991 Act, explaing s legislative intent from its his.
torleal and curvent perspectives and dissuaces the Hindutva peddlers and
some courts from further engaging in this survey entrepreneurship, That
can perhaps persunde the people to understand the ethos on which this
country 1s bullt and the principles on which its Constitution is based, It's
up tor the court to speak loud and clear now, and then walk the talk,

Slowdown due to global effects

he Indian ecoenomy or the gross domestle product (GDP) has posted

the lowest growth rate in nearly the last two years at 5.4 per cent in

the guarter ending on September 30, pulled down by manufaetur
mining and quareying, utilities and construetion. The sconomie growth in
the year-ngo period was 8.1 per cent.

The growth slowed down in manufacturing to 2.2 per cent as com pared to
143 per eent in Q2 FY24, mining and quarrying contracted by 0.1 per cent
a8 against 101 por cent growth witnessed in the year-ago periad, utilities
grew 3.3 per cent visa-vis 1.5 per cent, undi'nnnlrui'llnn activity Incrensed
7.7 per cent as nEainst 13,6 per cont.

The slowdown In prlnun?' sector Hke mining and the entire secondary
sectors which encompasses industrial activity reflects a spillover effect of
the global slowdown and dun:plnr of excess production in other prrts of
the world, For example, domestic steel production remained stagnant
while steel consumption has increased.

Another reason for the unex pected slowdown In the sconomy s the lower
government consumption expenditure, whose grow
cont compired 1o 14 par cont n the year-ago g
taces also declined o 7.9 per cont s against 13,1 per cont in

FY24, which
would severely alfect the abllity of the government to bankrell its mea.
sures to suppert the economy, The government should, therefore, take
wtepa 1o protect the local companies by invoeking unll-dul;lnllnu THRRAUNES.

Government data on GDP also has & renson to cheer, Private final con-
sumption expenditure, which has been the primary growth engine of the
Indin economy tl a few years age, bounced back (o six per cent compared
1o 2.6 per cent In the second quarter of the last fiscal. While it s good, one
meeds to check granular data to understand the source of this growth — the
avpar-rieh or dobt — in the wake of muted wags growth for several yaars,
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Ties with Dhaka: Domestic
politics & diplomacy clash

Ince  Bangladesh's
Prime Minkster She-
tkh Hasina was for-
e o Aee her cous-

try mnd seck vefuge

in ndh an August 5, after

nmlnl Ing ulullm::lorl [

tists, anpladesh reln-
tions ruw frayed. Soein
Shalkh Hasing 04 a bulwar

bt Ialamist forces, New

Dalhi kept backing her un-
questioningly, despite her
|Iuk|| authoritarinnism,

]

ol elose nlllm
while dum#uﬂlnu he
dndrm I peditics, has a Iom:

The United States often
held i3 nase to hack despica
ble authoritarian govern-
menuﬁ'rwunllllm advan-

jge, Omee US President justl-
nm It om the grounds that
the rula‘ s, alter all, “gur
ml:nd'n biteh” The US hmma

lso managed the
Jammate-lalaml, which np-
el the nation's
el enllaborated wuh
the Paklatani military, It
was hanned alter indi
denen [n 1971, when Shetkh
Hagina's  father  Shalkh
[l i formed the
flrst .fmwrmmﬁ. The citl
wership of its Jeacer Glyulum
Aznm was cancelled and he
e abroad. After the nasas-
wbnatlcn of Mulib in 1975, the
Jaranal sesumed sctivites,
Ther Bangladesl Nationalist
Party (HNP) of Bagum Kha
Ll 20, witkow of an nagas-
sinated formes Anmy el
|l||1dJ]MmHI'nl ulllumd with
This comblnation & now
ck in the reckoning with
ther luwlm wu\mnm ledd
ng
the INP md-.lnmnul Ieadu-rs
y after Shaikh

I Ily. The 1570 auster nl‘
ihe Shumot’lnm m' I!hmlm
rees led by Ayatollah
Khomeini, then mclh-d in
France, I a prime scmgle.
It upenided tha ‘|wlnp||lnrs"
American policy, using lrn
and Saudi Arabia to stabilise
the Gulf, after the British
axit in 1971, The US is still
wrastling ta reatoes :I:n:.
Perhups thie Indian
ment *ﬁt hlinds
domestle mujoriarian IM
whlcl: allgned with a Mus-
lien enajority nathon battling
Isdrnist elemnents, The irary
of supporting vl in
the nelghbourhood while
lgnoring it at home was
mlmﬂ. The UR Tad heen
warning Hangladesh whout
democratic regrossion, snc-
thoning fts ellte police wit in
M wed o former Army
chief In 2000, India saw it as
unpecesanry maddling in o
|umnn lhnl it felt was on the
vl
bl Lkh Hnnlm ruled for 20

of the years,
Ing being i power canting-
ously nl.l:an 200 During
016, Banglacesh became
0 madeld of econamic growth,
The population in extreme
paverty Ibll by two-thirds.
Masy indices topped India's,
Including per capit at mar-
ket peices. Shelkh Hasing

Eulmuwmll‘fmlle I]n Tndla,
e party Awami Leagoe's
senlor members nlﬂ?uul

were attacked and Jll‘ll\lll‘d.
with nearly 1,00 dying, A

polarisation, the
situation under a
likely BNP-Jamaat
government may be
worse

o ifliee] it witheist caridem-
ning it. Moee Hindu priests
have heen areested subs-
quantly. Ban h has an
eatimuated 10,00 [ndinn cit-
s, besides million
Hindus, Uslike in wﬂln'm

India, where Punjali Muos-
lims abandened their lan-
e and culture to domi-
e Pakistan, Hongali Mus-

realned attachid 1o
thiir Innw.mw and culture,

The Awami League drew
suppart from  this  vast
majority, But b recent
years, 45 Bangladesh's eco-
nemibe mirnche Taltered and
Shetkh Hasina's autharitri-
anlam worsened, the pogu-
L sentiment swung against
her pscular coalition.

Thers e roports  of
Pakistan hecnmlnu mare
nctive, but s bt posi-
thoned nnerlhu- |'xll of India-
nlen?dly Haslna, While f‘hl
a8 Banpiadesh's

Crimes I‘11“:;Ihﬂ:;:l mrl'mu\\
prosecuting those allegedly
invelved in killings
testers, eapecially students,
Amangst thass avreated are
11 mibnlsters, one judge and a
senlor bureavcrat, Decer
ber 17 46 the new deacliline for
:I:n tribumal’s award, which
ed warrants for
leum}taalnaaudd.rmhm
on October 17, In fuct, the trl-
bunal explnined the delay as
enaking the verdict compatl-
ble with the sxtradition
:rmu between India and

request may become m new
bilateral dispute,

Therefore, the arrest of
Chinmay Krishna Das Brah-
macharl, mlmmljhnlwlnl
n;‘ Inl«m oA : ml:
LT el an
Initla mmlmmr T i
marphealng inta antiHind-
uism. The Indian govern:
ment msking the Bangladesh
Eovernment fo profect min
writles bts poorly alongside
alogans in Maharashim elec
tionweering of “Katengay to
Hatengay”, Prime Minlster
Navendes Modi correctly

merica's President-elect Donakd Trump, a.m'\lml Infrastructure in the US”, Mr Tromg has all
wmmnmmwwwmn s on

m‘ﬂlﬂ to tnke o China decislvely,

Pramwork or the
Australin and India)
¢ framiwork

Singh

As Trump readies i mm
{0 target Beifing, S iy eeo m b o B s

le Mr Trump's noa-interventionist o

such ng on Ulralne, and

Delhi seems least

assertive in Quad i mnatmmsy e
Hiden h racal

Faveured N

preasive new mtr!:lhm n C‘hllma oI

oot wm tax, an additional 10
y v for

inking
redraw

me %um

hood. All four
threatened by tl

Vollowing the

threat narrative”,
that the dange

uﬂmuum

|ﬂr| tegle counier| Iusbalrm
in| pan,
%:: 'mmled thos

takn cm Chiness bdlr’-

med In Mr ’[‘nlnpfl
e and nustured in My Biden's
Chinn.  the Quesd pven offers the militriste
In the resources of “four
ocracies” wchoclunm

vedrnw territockal contours in a wary nelghbour-
nathons have hod
Chinese, but it is only dia which
b deawn blood an its LAC, in the summer of X0
Tromieally, Tndia haus also been the loast aggressive i

Ing maritime
thee Deagrn, i it aeeks to

witnl interests

st Quad meeting nt Mr Biden's
hmw af 'u'l'blm.in o, I:Ielwm thee Chinese

0 “comtain

ware quick to “ganging
China® by me lupnnnd dlalking up of mo “China
Howeer, Indin's \lwnd.ed barders will conflrm

ltorial "China threat narva-

v of  terr
lm"lll'nrml.udml cavted om the US ambl-

trading partoer, in snulI:
Asdn Indin takes that credit,
Over the last eight yenrs,
India extended four lines of
crvdit, totalling 81 Billion,
Om Mareh 18, M {he PMs
of both cmmlrh Inangurat-
e remotely the IndiaBan-
nlndnm I"rln'l:dalhll: I’Ip'Imn.
carrylng highspeed d

ng
On Now. 1, 2004, twnmllml:
nectlvity gmlm::n and thvn
Maltree  Sugper
Plant were also ng
Fiva prie 15 eadl L Wi
%umlmhl
mporting 160 MW of power
from Indin, Invited 1o the
Indlia-hirsted] G20 summit in
September 2, Shatkh Has-
inn sl three Molls an
agriculturnl research, digital
payments and cultural px-
changes, the Indlan
strategy o help Haslna's
rule wis fo bolster Bangls-
desh Rnlwnlcalllv und
crease connectivity, power
el milltnry lanks.
Inml |ull|nnnll!' Bangla-
sl 18 arguing that is gov-

smmnn: protects  Hindus,
Theely peremarmnt spresen-
ttive in Geneva, speakingat

the BEZs (Exclusbve Econom o lnd:mhn
Phllﬁpdnu. hlmn. Vietnam, Bruned,

the 17th sesslon of the UN
rim o Minoesty lasues,
sald: “The entive society of
Hangladesh came Forward to
m'l s minarit bes follow:
our long tradition of
mmmulml Tearmey.” Thi
security of svery cltlzen r-L
mairs, he wdded, “the o
nerstane af the verim um-
ernment of Hangladesh”,
However, following  the
diath al o Muslim lnwyer in
ests when ball  was
enbid to Chirmoy by o Chit-
tagong court, 31 Hindus have
e pnmed 68 FUSpACls,

I an interim government
Ted by 0 preo-West Nobel lau-
Teate 5 unabe to contral the
Increasing communal polar-
Inumon he sltuntion under 8

by 'IiNI‘\.qunmll uwerl:
m nt may be w The
United States st IlI Inn Tover.

ﬁ'v [Ty Rt

Eniropean 1In|n|: cin nl&n
Inhh:' s it ks Hunglade
|Lr|:ﬂnlm:m|1dmlnn1lm\ln
adiditlan, the tarifl conces:
stons offered by them end in
. Jdapan remaing the
Taggest donor b s now bebes-
guered  natban,  Natur nllﬁ
averyons awalts the Dol
Trump presidency to see
what role, If any, the US
plays to guide Hangladesh
back to reaponsible and
democratic pavernance, The
Tl s owm incrensingly ma-
Jorttarian and uthoritarian
regime bs Wlequipped o
pevach moderation in a
ntion that sees it as come
phicit In the Hosina-created
e, A tudent leader Prom
the prodests reflects thi dan:
gerous palarisatian, saying
na1 Iakeon i8 an extremist

nisathan working with

nnm‘w:ﬂullnrw.
With the youth havin
twrned agninst the owst
Awnmi League regime, India
100 faoees thiedr wrath.

wrkter has Jong main:
tained that forelgn and
domestic poliches cannot be
In separate ailos, Their cone
flict [t nffected [ndia's rela-
tlons with the Maldives,
Rudyard Kipling wrote that
“Eaat is East, and West s
Wm and never the twain

et

%n far, the BJP has man:
aged o keep diplomacy and
domsstic polities distinet, It
sperma the "twaln” has agnin
averlipped in Bangladesh,
another South Asian nation,

The wrlter 1s a farmer
socretary i the axterna)
affiirs ministey. He twoets
at gambkesingh,
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LONG WAY TO GO

On Patna high court judge's
comment that a widow has
“no need to put on make-
up", the Supreme Court said
that the remark “is not com-
mensurate with the sensitivi-
ty and neutrality expected
from a court of law". Interes-
tingly, the apex court made
this observation on Sep-
tember 25, which is a day
before the birth anniversar,
of lswar Chandra Vidya:
who got the Hindu Widow
Remarriage Act decreed In
1856. Vidyasagar's statue
was destroyed by a saffron-
attired group on May 14,
2019, in Kolkata, but the man
who bowed his head neither
to high ranking British offi-
clals' colonial mindset nor to
Inhumane rituals is still
showing us the light.

Sujit De

Kolkata

LOANS TO ADANI

M’.MI'E' veputed ratlng agerc
ddowngrading the ratings of almnnl nII
the Adani Graup companbes o nogi
tve post the indictment of the l,l:nufa'
founder, Gautam Adanl, by the U8
autharities in an alleged 265 million
bribery scheme, one b8 veally worried
abmu the ra:e of the lnans unu:mﬂ [
!nmp by public and private sector
Tbanks o the tune of billlons of rupess,
One really wonders whether the banks
have strietly adhered to the lending
mmnnﬁmmlﬂl by REL It Is tlme ol
sat together 1o asseas the
henlth of such assets and arvive at
strict fllow-up measures,
moniter the end use of all disbursals,

Chennal

TOO MANY GAMES

THE RECENT Assembly election
results dn Jharkhand theow up some
ﬁu&munn for e BIPed NDA. Why
bl the arrest of CM Hemant Soren
bockfire, turning tribal - support
towartla the Opposition® How does the
NDA vegain s traditional votes that
have dri i MM and Congress?
Alang with this, what new strategies
wonild the NDA be adopting to redress
loeal lssues effectively, so that it Nuld
noterr again in futuee ebectlons? T

e questions that the lesdership of the
NDA niseds to acdress mmﬂnmat

Al Bharti
Begusarai, Bthar
500 for the best letter of the

aslanage.letters@gmail.com,

Mnmlnlmlml; .\mﬁw from Ca

riberra
s Prime Mlnhlar

iyl However, mnanr'lhmnunr!alhwa Anthony .\Ihum calling Baljlng's conduct
tha whevewithal to stand up for themselves “lr“ hrnfcm Intrusion {even a m
ll.lalinummmwlal nunlllmmlilmha hwEllMJ 1nw .\umﬂh'a hacleyard forced the
Philippines bank U%m null-llul cliss 1o invest
Mm mwwummmmmm nitlall Mn the specific chllmu
poanible Chinese n while the le MI sntisfiod leh thiit
obwlml.ndo US suppoet in Igned a wil al

meufa ness Invasko

Gilven thtthuhul‘lnﬂml e ot just mllilmrhu.l abbeeviated

commarce, geopalitics, tech- sl
“eilitartly assertive”. Meanwhile, the Jl
lave anpounced regular

ulso in areas Hke teade,

rmlnn' m«mm Investinents, etc., o

ot can effectively take on
Wul ;'lw Jay nmﬂhﬂve 1um;dud. llwg -
doepened socuri
a.hnrn?m "'&mua

emerged as the fore-
af thi security architecture to countir
C‘hlna Pmuund.inuﬂn bty presercs and

communnd structure on J
bans within the

B B B apped p e eve batry by
i A o) uf ¢ never
it an carechganiad 850 billn

counter ()unau L

paness 8ol to coll iborntion
o developing advinced weaponry, Japan has led the

banism. Pmm muchuarpow-
tes und drones, investing §12

o cal-
tha Chinese

0 plan o

orex] submarines.
tian of a unlpolar woeld, In recent times, the toreltor- — billios, in missdle manufaciure is the tick
il row between China and the Philippines too had — inmi) e
lrl.lg "“f' turned dangorausly violeat, It s the Qawed, contro- i the roam of Australian |maginathn and foars b
ip ol versial i iner” interpretation by China that — singularly Chine
ik B

loyments of

Amid suich dawlnpmmu. ndin, desplie lis b

nu!hnumulnollllcl [ llmngl:v subidued on Cm

relor talks are under-

I9H Wil recently, but

wiy, and same Teported
Ewmthml mm?trl?lhwrhwl mn-rmamm:
existed prior to HED vemains unconfirmed, [ndia
dr\mulm lhnddll}‘ within the GQuad for s lowest

Jeast assertiveness an China, and

this could WII became an {ssue if Mr Trump walks
the talk on China.

Tl wrtber s a retived leuteman| anda
fhraer Neutanant-goversar of the Andaman and

Nipohar fslands and Puduelaery
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Urgent Action Needed
to Protect Elephants

The death of Deegadanthu 1, a majestic tusker from Kala Wewa, is
a tragic reminder of the deep failures in 5ri Lanka's wildlife
ion efforts, Elk 1 by an ised power line,
s death not only the loss of an animal but
alsa the erosion of the country’s natural heritage. As elephants in S
Lanka continue to fall victim to illegal electric fences, Hakka patas,
gunshots and train accidents, the authorities remain alarmingly
silent. The current state of affairs, where such majestic creatures are
left unprotected, is a national disgrace and this issue demands
urgent action. The Wildlife Department’s fallure 1o protect these
iconic animals, despite the immense cultural and economic value
they bring to the country, has led to a sharp decline in their
population, With the elephant deaths continuing at an alarmi
itis time for the government 1o take full respansibility.

Deegadanthu 1's death, while deeply saddening, is not an isolated
incident. The tuskers of Sri Lanka, such as Kawantissa and
Mahasen, now face similar threats from unauthorised electric
fences, speeding trains, and poor conservation policies. The
government must urgently intervene 1o protect these endangered
ammais be'hlethey are lost forever, In contrast to Srilanka's

ies like Kenya provide
24-hour security to protect their endangered species, including
elephants like Ahmed, a famous tusker whao lived from the 1900s to
the 1970s. Ahmed's life was safeguarded through continuous,
government-led protection, with security teams ensuring his safety
from poaching and other threats. Why, then, can 5ri Lanka not
provide similar protection toits own elephants? The Sri Lankan
Government must ask |lse||why itis unable to offer 24/7 security for
like whose lives are

atrisk, much like Ahmed's in Kenya. The fact that other countries
«can afford such protection highlights a stark contrast o Sri Lanka's
lack of urgency in wildlife conservation,

The failure of the Wildlife Department to prevent these tragic
dea[hs is a reflection of a much deeper issue. The department's

to the urgency of wildlife p is not justan
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BHARAT MATTERS FOR

INDIAN

OCEAN ISLANDS

Foreign policy of Gorbachev, defined by the tenets of “perestroika” and “glasnost”

BY DR SRIMAL FERNANDO

“Jai Hind" signifies Victory to
Hindustan. *“When friends come
calling, our hearts light up. We are
delighted to have you in our midst,

was his involvement in the
negotiation of arms control
agreements with the United
States, which resultedin a
considerable decrease in nuclear
arsenals and a reductionin

of Gorbachev's legacy may seem The Seychelles,
distant to many countries Mauritius and Reunion

ide, his infl ‘s legacy in
evident in various forms, includi fipl y extends

in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka was ameng
the nations that reaped benefits

beyond major powers to include
smaller nations such as

oversight; it is a systemic failure that must be addressed “as stated by Rajiv Gandhi, the hostilities between the two from Gorbachev's more liberal Seychelles and Mauritius. His
immediately. The Wildlife Director-General must be held accountable then Prime Minister of India, who superpawers, Gorbachev's foreign policy approach. A initiatives aimed at enhancing
for this neglect and step down from the position. It is clear that the warmly welcomed Soviet leader leadership also played a crucml significant aspecl of Ihl! relalmns with these countries
current leadership is unable te handle the responsibility of Mikhail Gorbachey during a rolein the p ful dissol of llabaorati L viet ifi by bal: d the Soviet
safeguarding Sri Lanka's natural heritage. A new, competent person momentous visit in 1986, The the Soviet Uinionin 1991, The Union and Sri Lanka during Unlan’smﬂuence inthe requon
must be appointed 1o take charge of the department, someane who diplomatic visit of Soviet leader Nobel Peace Prize conferred upon rbachev's admini: lon was whil th.
canimplement strict wildiife conservation policies and ensure that Mikhail Gorbachev to India, while Mikhail Gorbachev was a merned focused on economic The Soviet Unlnn s sunoort far
the country’s elephants are given the protection they deserve, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was in tribute to his efforisin ad devel The Soviet Union Mauritius encompassed various
The time for mourning is long past. Sri Lanka must 1ake action 1o office greatly strengthened the ties peace and diplomatic relations o« ded technical assi and sectors, including education,
prevent the deaths of more elephants. Measures suchas between India and the Soviel a global scale. The support Mikhail investments to Sri Lanka in healthcare. and infrastructure,
strengthening legal lramemth to penalise the illegal use of electric Union. This culminated in the Gorbachev extended to non- sectors such as infi hich ibuted to the nation's
fences, i for their i and establishment of the Delhi aligned movements, along with his agriculture and industry. This econcmic advancement and
enforcing the Sri l.anl:a Elecrnmty Actare long overdue. The Declaration, a pivotal global endeavors to fortify connections support contributed to the improved living standards forits
government must also establish wildlife conservation zones and document that advocated for the between countries in the Global enhancement of Sri I.arll:a - 1 cmzens Gorbachev's commitment
raise in rural ities about the dang fillegal total elimination of nuclear South, was perceived as a and the of P and global
fencing, promoting safer alternatives like solar-powered fences, arsenals by the century's end and significant stride toward achieving living standards for its citizens. cu!bnboulmn established a
These steps would not only protect Sri Lanka's elephants but also underscored the necessity of amore just and balanced B ol ic aid, Gorbach dation for angoing
ensure the safety of rural and preserve th ¥'s addressing issues through mtemational order. Owverall, amed to fortify cultural engagement, marking his
biodiversity. peaceful means, He made two Gorbachev's Iegacy with the connections between the Soviet contributions to Soviet relations
The death of Uegghadanlhu 1 and 1heon qolng threats N:l official visits to India during his yehelles, Mauritius, the Union and Sri Lanka. Cultural with Seychelles and Mauritius as a
| like da ion of der the first in 1986 Sn Lanka and R h and educational noteworthy aspect of international
the way Sri Lanka ildlife i are and the second in 1988. As the last can be summarized as one of initiatives were initiated between cooperation and understanding.
not just animals; they are symbals of SriLanka's cuItLraIam:l leader of the Soviet Union, Mikhail promoting peace, cooperation, and the two nations, fostering a deeper Visi y leadership
religious identity. Their protection should be as integral to the Gorbauchev policies of dasnnsl mutual understanding. dh ding and ap iation of M ial e of
nation's heritage as the preservation of ancient temples o and pe 's foreign policy notably each other's i s legacy is his New
The g must that wildlife (restructuring) shared in a new era influenced the dynamics of the Gorbachev's impact onSclvl!l Political Thinking. The Indian
conservation and cultural heritage are deeply intertwined and should of political and social change in Indian O Islands. Gorbach fipl ic relations with Sri Lanka Ocean Islands, as small island
be treated as one. Without urgent action, Sri Lanka will lose its the Soviet Union The primary aim understood this and endeavoured is regalded as a favourable one. nanonsma strategically
elephants and with them, a significant part of its identity. of perestroika was to revitalise the 1o foster closer relationships with butians to region, can look to
We call on the President lolmemnelmedmlely nnd ensure that Sow.-l economy and boost its these countries 1o promote Soviet diplomatic relatuens with 5 Lanka Gorbadm-‘s example of bold and
the Wildlife is ionof carried out objectives in the region. lify the critical i leadership, as well as his
Sri Lanka's endangered species. The loss of anmhenconlc elephant reforms that focused on market- Throughout Gorbachev's of cultivating stronglies with other commitment to addressing
must not be allowed to happen. The government mustactnow. not oriented strategies. Throughom leadership, various forms of countries, emphasising mutual complex challenges through
justtop the but to en that future g his tenure, he d ral i T 3 respect and collaborative efforts. peaceful means. By remembering
will have the chance to witness these majestic crenu«s\ Let us not reforms that profoundly |nﬂ uenced particularly in i and G hev' and Gorbachev as an exemplary leader,
wait untilitis too late, before these elephants become nothing more both dk ic and i with a focus on The Maldives the Indian Ocean |slands can take
than a memory. policy. In terms of foreign policy, enhancing trade relations between This modification in Soviet prlde in hls legacy of socialist
Gorbachev's strategy was the two countries. This uunam'e lormjn policy resulted in notable refonms and i
characterised by an openness io was i in ions for nations located foreign policy thinking.
E i d icati goodwill between the Snwet far from Moscow, including About the author. Dr. Srimal
o with other nations. The doctrine of leadership and the Indian Ocean smaller island states such as the Femlndo received his PhD in
This Newspaper supports the foreign pollcyleslahlslwd by 'lsl]ands. set[inegﬂthe stage for fum; ives. Gorbachev's initiati o P:ﬂﬁns He was the
. iy . Gorbachev, referred to as “New collaborative efforts. The legacy of transparency and reform recipient of the prestigious 0.F:
Press Complaints Commission of $ri Lanka Thinking." signified a chnnue Gorbachev as a reformer and created new a?lenues for Jindal Doctoral Fellowship and
Rights of Readers 1owards a more collab ker is still acknowledged i i ion with nat ip under the SAARC
The Editor and the joumalists of this newspapér respect the peaceful mn!r_ : Emp with the West and_ ?xamined by historians and that had plevim.l.sly_been beyond umbrella. As a Lecturer, h_e
*Rights of Readers" and endeavour to follow the Code of Gmb_achev’sumnalwes had a political analysts across the world. the reach of Sovietinfluence. & focuses on the comparative
Professional Practice of The Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka, which considerable effect on Gorbachev's significant aspect of Gorbachev's politics of Small Island Developing
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Sni Lanka,
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international relations and were vision on Sri Lanka legacy on Soviet-Maldivian States (SIDs), Dr. Fernando is
instrumental in bringing about the Mikhail Gorbachev stands asa relations was the enh of ialist in International
end of the Cold War. Through ignif| hi figure, cultural exchanges and the ndahunumdan adviser on New
his tenure, Gorbachey recognised for his pivutal provision of ed ional I He has

ch ed h ibutions to - ities. The endh of received accolades such as the
diplomatic relations with Western changes m:hm the Sm-net lJnn‘m. Gorbachev to onmuuoo 2018/2019 'Best Jounalist of the
nations, notably the United States which icati hip in Year' in South Africa, (GCA) Media
and various European countries. dissolution. His legacy is |r|lernat|mal matters were Award for 2016 and the Indian
Gorbachev's leadership also h ised by his i lin creating a more Council of World Affairs (ICWA)
played a crucial role in the 1o reforming the Soviet system global He is the author of
peaceful dissolution of the Soviet and ing for d I rmnor mmons like ‘Politics, Economics and
Union in 1991, A signifi and the Maldives to participate in ivity: In Search of the

i of Gorbach iples. While the i shaping global dynamics, South Asian Union”.
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Sharp slowdown

Solutions will need to go beyond interest rate cuts

b grross domestic product (GDPF) data, released by the National Statistics

Office (W50 last week, has surprised analysts. While most anticipated

theslowdown in demand to reflect in the GDP data, noone expected the

economy to expand just 54 per cent in the second quarter — a sevens
cpuarter low. Economists at the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) are likely to be partic-
ularly disappointed, having projected a 7 per cent growth rate for the quarter in
the October monetary policy review. With the economy growing only & per cent
in the first half of the financial year, the REI needs to revise its full-year growth
projection of 7.2 per cent. During the second gquarter, growth was constrained by
the manufacturing sector, which expanded 2.2 per cent, year-on-year, compared
tin 7 per cent in the first quarter. Activity also slowed in the construction sector
wrhile the mining sector reg acontraction during the quarter. The agricultuml
sector, meanwhile, grew 3.5 per cent compared to 1.7 per cent in the sume period
last year,

A growth mate lower than expected has increased complications for policy
managers and raised several questions, It is worth noting that this is the last GDP
niumber before the: the next Union Budget. Although the NSO will
release the finst advance estimate forthis financial year in early January, the inclu-
sion of additional information in these estimates would be limited. Economic
performance in the first half of the year poses at least two big policy challenges.
Fiscal management is the first challenge. Motably, nominal growth in the first
half of the year was 8.9 per cent. The Budget projections for the year are based on
anominal growth assumption of 10.5 per cent. If the trend contimies in the second
half, the fiscal deficit in absolute terms will need to be contained at a lower kevel to
meet the target of 4.9 per cent of GDP. This would mean lower government expen-
diture, assuming that revenue targets hold. According to the latest data, as of
October, receipts of the Union government were &t 53.7 per cent of the Budget
Estimates. The cnmpmab]: Icw:| I.aslhnanr:lalym:was 586 per cent. On expen-
diture, while there is t aslower pace of capi
should worry policy managers. In the first soven months of the financial year, the
government spent only 42 per cent of the allocation, which partly explains the
shower;

Tllc sncund policy challenge i is to rc\-'m: the pace of economic activity ina
a pickup in government capital
expenditure will help scceberate growth, The assumption may materialise to an
extent in the second half of the year. However, the guestion is how long the Indian
economy can depend on higher government capex for growth, Given the fiscal
constraints, it would be difficult to push up capex consistently. The allocation is
worth 34 per cent of GDP this financial year. To sustain higher growth, other
drivers, parﬂcu]ur]y private m\'\:slmcnt W|IJ need to pick up. From a medium-
term pel will make things difficult. The victory of
Dnrml:l T‘rump in the United States presidential election has increased complica-
tions. In terms of policy, pressure on the RBI's Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
to reduce the policy interest rate will only rise. The MPC would dowell to stay the
oourse in its meeting later this week, A knee-jerk i an complicate matters,
particularly given the latest inflation reading of 6.2 per cent. In any case, solutions
o the showdown will need to go well beyond token policy-rate reductions,

Unintended consequence

The poor face the brunt of pollution control

& civic authorities in the Delhi-National Capital Region (Delhi-NCR)

imposed the highest level of the Graded Rr:sponsc Action Plan (GRAP

A) when air quality slipped into the “severe” category, thousands of

oy ame the victims of poll - Among

other things, GRAP 4 proscribes construction activities. Though the decision

ostensibly reflects concemn for publ ,its ad hoe i without notice

notonly stalls construction projects and pushes up costs but leaves thousands of

workers, the bulk of them mlgranls and daily-wage workers, without a Il\ﬂcllhnud

for an indefinite period. The w i c s of this well-i wed

bt wht woek when hundreds

of construction workers protested uulm:lcl:hc Delhi lieutenant govemor's office,
demanding compensation for theirenforeed idleness as a result of GRAP 4.

This protest, organised by the Building Workers® Union, an affiliate of the
Idt orlcnmd All India Central Council of Trade Unions, underlines how public
F werhool s, Constniction workers
are the most vocal (and better-organised) section of dissdvantaged people to be
impacted by GRAP 4 bans. Less noticed are the bans on the impromptu fires,
which warm hundreds of guards around upscale condominiums and facilities as
the nights turn Dcl:lc( and 'bansun ooal stoves used by poorer househaolds, The
iromy of 15 recommended by the Commission
for Air Quality Management (CAQM) is that they do not appreciably i improve air
qunl:ty. Despite GRAP 4, the needle on air quality has mwnd Erom severe” m

“very poor” and, on oocasion, "poor”. These char

bt insufficiently optimum to justify removing GRAP cnntluls_ Thr: conundrum
facing civic authorities is that atrocious air quality persists even though incidents
of paddy-stubble burning, once deemed the key cause of winter air pollution,
have notably diminished, thanks to actions, though belated, by state govemments,
In this respect, two other issues are emerging to this seemingly insoluble post-
Diwali problem. The first is poor and inept policing to enforce the sale and bursting
of crackers from Diwali through the long wedding season.

Thee second is an inability to improve traffic mnnag\:mcmmlhat vehicles do
not idhke for an i at traffi v of public-
transport infrastructure ndclsm the crisis. Given that Dmstmcuun bans are becom-
ing the norm each winter, it is incumbent on state authorities to design a mecha-
nism to compe ily unemployed workers, Since 2020, all three NCR
states have been charging a labour cess of 1 per cent of the cost on construction
projects, ostensibly to spend the amount raised on lsbour-welfare schemes. The
figures are not small; in 2023, for instance, Delhi collected ¥4.200 crore from
labour cess, Compensating workers laid off due to the GRAP 4 rule would be a
good way to spend this money rather than on ephemeral welfare schemes that
benefit fow workers, The means to do so now exist via the database on the e-
shram portal, on which unorganised sector workers can register, and compensating
them should not be difficult, with states moving towards cash transfors. As with
the pandemic lockdown, which impacted migrant labour for months to come,
the most vulnerable sections of society should not be made to bear the conse-
guences of what is clearly a policy failure.

Angela Merkel explains

on oneoccasion n 2007 brought his
Labradortoa press-filled meetingwith
Merkel, old that

‘Germans have begun to re-examine
the Merkel era withamuch more critical
dth it chanoetl

OPINION 9

Timefor Alin education

.like when printing emerged

[11 eachers: Al fs coming for your job!” says one
news hegdline. *Will Al kill meaningless
jobs In undversities?” asks another headline.

"Students use Al to cheat in university exam,” says &

third. Every day. nowadays, headlines like these are

thrown at us, not just by online newspapers but by
joumnals from some of the most reputed educational

Institutlons In the world. How to make sense of all

that is being sald sbout the role Al artificial intelli-

gence, ks going to play in the world of school, college,
and postgraduate education?
If wou reflect for a while, what -y

ks being sald is that the fleld of edu-

cation is on its way to a revolution-

ary makeover and my worry as a

person strongly anchored [n the

Indian middle-class belief that a

good education system is the most

important driver of progress as well

ILLUSTRATION: AlAYA MOHARTY

damentally changed, thanks to Al

My personal view as a person who spends four-
five hours a day on python programming, testing many
oftheemerging algorithms for my entertainment (for
me, the equivalent of what most of my friends do,
watching cricket matches on TV or mobile phones),
50 far has been that a lot of the headlines about Al are
hype and astonishing news such as Microsoft paying
414 billion for astake in OpenAl (the company behind
ChatGPT) was merely an attempt to get technology
that would help them beat Google in
search (that business which gushes
billions of dollars in revenue), but now
1 am starting to worry that there
is more at stake in Al technology
than just market share and revenue,
particularly  in  cruclal  areas
like education.

I myself use ChatGPT many times

a8 economic well-belng, is this: Are l - a day for things that occasionally
we as a country doing the right befuddle me, for example my ques-
thing with Al in our schools, col- AJIT BALAKRISHNAN tlon: "How many minutes does an
leges, Indian  Institutes adult man have towalk in the evening
Management (lIMz), Indian Institutes of tokeepgood health?And ChatGET's answer: "An adubt

Techmology, and medical colleges?

Till now, one has lived calmly in the bellef that A1
like other technology innovations of the recent past
such as computers and the intermet, functions as &
useful tool to assist the current

‘man shoubd aim for 30 to 60 minutes of brisk walking
in the evening to malntain good health. Walking at a
pace that ralses your heart rate but still allows con-
versation is Ideal for cardiovascular health, welght
and stress rellef” That comforted me

we
live with. But what 15 facing us now is that the time-
tested methods of human bearming and teaching, our
Instinutions of schools and colleges and universities,
and systems of exams and tests may have to be fun-

because it confirmed what | had been doing based on

my doctor's recommendation was on the right track.
If1 had asked a similar question toa search engine,

it would have given me an unending set of links to

wiebsites, which I would then have to open. read, and
absorb. Human-conversatlon mode, | guess, 1s one
key reason we all run to ChatGPT and similar Al
tools often.

Then there are questions | don't even know who
to ask, for example: "Please tell me why there are so
many unuccupled high-rise bulldings in Bombay?"
ChatGPT's answen: “Unaccupled high-rise buildings.
In Bombay result high
delays, unsold Inventory, d.e\relnpelhanh'uptcLe!.md
limited affordability for middle-class buyers amidst
wrban challenges™

Such an answer helps me understand the hasic
underhying lssues.

Today, the worry the world over 1s that students,
atschool or college, can wse ChatGPT or tools like that
onthelr mobile phones to beat any type of exam ques-
tlons, be they essays to be written, or multiple-chaloe
questions, or computer programming puzzles posed.
Asa result of this, carrying mobile phones into exam
rooms has been prohibited by law for practically all
levels of exam in India, be it the exams of the Central
Board of Secondary Education or IIM entrance tests,

But all this is making me wonder whether a more
Fundamental change is needed in the way we “teach”
and “examdne” in schools and colleges. The current
system ks that students sit passively inclasses for many
hours each day and go do active academic work like
reading and writing at home [“homework”). There
have been suggestions from many quarters [among
others from Sal Khan, the founder chiefexacutive ofi-
erof the California-based Khan Academy in his recent
ook Brave New Words) that this be "flipped”. that s
tosay, students should do what used to be homework:
Inclass and watch recorded lectures on thelr own time
athome.

Ashok Goel, o distinguished profiessor of computer
sclence at the Georgla Instivute of Technology, devel-
oped “Jill Watson”, an Al-based virrual teaching assis-
tant designed to answer student querles in online
eourses. This 1n.wva‘t|.un It 15 belleved. has slgnlﬂ
cantly enh d the and
online education, particularly within Georgia l‘edl's
“Online Master of Sclence in Computer Science”
PrOgraAmm,

15 tosday & moment like 1448, when the Gutenberg
Press was invented, when knwtedge and learning

llabletoallth
earller times, when book copbes had to be hand-written
by hurman scribes?

The author

Two marketsin one: Not seen earlier

Over the past two months, in four separate
i I hava highlghed the

slowdown in the Indian econonty, which Is
now clearly reflected in the stock prices of major sec-
tors such as passenger cars, consumer goods, hanks,
financial services, and infrastructure. The two key
market 1ndk:e! the Nifty and bensex peaked on

Tand um
A sharp two-day rally, a day be[cne and after the
Maharashtra electlon results, was seen as a lucky

companies, some of which are from the public sector.
All these sectors are struggling against the head-
winds of sluggish demand.

Bank credit is not growing because companies
are still focused on deleveraging their balance
sheets, while higher interest cost is squeezing the
net Interest marging of banks. Meanwhile, the stock
markets are more than willing to fund any reason-
ably promising growth story, making equity capital
far more atiractive than bank credit. Consumer

break for forelgn institutional (Flis) to

resume their selling. While each such wave of selling
will be countered by some buylng, the bullish fervour
Imissing. The traditional year-end rally is due, espe-
clally because the past two months were dismal. Buk
there ks 8 more intriguing aspect of
the market, hidden behind the
Mifty moves,

Between September 27 and
Movernber 29, the Nifty was down B
per cent. However, amazingly
encugh, both the Nifty and BSE
smallcap indices were down anly 3
per cent and the Mifty microcap
dropped a mere 2 per cent. This is
unusual, In a bull market, smaller
companies typically outperform
their larger counterparts. But in a
downiurm, smaller companies usu-
ally bear the brunt of the losses. This
time, that's not the case. What explains this anomaly?

DEBASHIS BASL

IRRATIONAL CHOICE

cor 1g with weak di d, driv-
en by stagnant income growth among the middle

1 trillion. 1 can give scores of such examples, The
contrast between these and the ur\se:(glanlslshkl
der Ight. Will these companies k

‘Often, it policlesof ago
drive corporate growth.

“The policy of the past four years has been massive
government capital spending on infrastructure,
defence, rallways, etc and support to local manufac-
turing through production-linked incentives. These
Initiatives have had a tremendous effect on small
companies. Even a tiny fraction of the #11 trillion
direct government spending or spending encouraged

that

class and below. Software et growth

by govemment p the way

boosters mainly with il yeles such as dot-
com, back office automation, or banking software
nnd. finance npemticm!

he last slenif

an propel their into a whole
new trajectory. This ks exactly what has happened to
companies in green energy electric transformers,

en b) the adoption of techmlngym
manage the challenges posed by pan-
demic restrictions on companies,

It

smart . rallway
equipment, etc.

However, many other top-performing smaller
businesses have nothing tnd.ou-lthgwemmmp-ull

employees, and oo
remains uncertaln whether the cur-
rent Al boom will benefit or disrupe

ches, They com
EMS, drug research and drug manufacturing, con-
sumer technology, outsourced business services,

T, Joa Motathat
the five-year compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) in profit of Tata
‘Consultancy Services was just B per
cent. The only bright spat in the Mifty
and Sensex 18 pharmaceutical com-
pankbes, although the fastest-growing
ones are gutsde these Indices.

Investors are optimistic about smaller cor
A FeAsON. ‘Jhehmsuflndla'sglwthofthepwﬁaur

hy index are nota very exclt-
Ing place for investors, They comprise businesses thar

years haveb
energy, electrical equlpment. defence, health care
(hospitals and diagnostics), avarlety of man-

mnwmel technologles. and retall financial services.
1 Mew:

are easler and thelr market liguidity s
high: forelgn portfollos are full of them. But they

in comparison to smaller companies, which today
come from an aray of sectors mentioned above, They
form the second and far more dynamic market, which

Miasiclal ssrvioss, mariet] Py
and bder traditional Iike light
engineexl.ng and automotive components, l'he l.cp

but are also run by focused and driven managers,
hungry for growth,
‘There Is an interesting corollary to all this. By a
mrlousse(doodnddeme! maost of the non-promoter
of these small ies ks with retail
Investors, some of whom have been plainly hucky to
be at the right place and dme A small number of
YOUNE, Smart Lnvestor heir homework
and are diligent enough to catch the trend. Only a
few of these stocks are in the portfolios of mutual
funds. The boom has bypassed big institutional

such as electronics manufacturing services (EMS),
recycling, smart metering, and data centres aredom-
Inated by small companles.

These hot sectors are not represented in the
indices in any manner except partly through one
company, I.arsen& ‘Toubro, which has been a sur-
prisingly tep - Th Nifty and S
slst of big banks (stable but hardly growing), con-
sumer companies (not growing), companies
(average growth in single diglts), and commodity

Ontheotherhand, it's also truethat in
Merkel'sorigins were partly responsible
fior her astounding political success. She
represented, and becn:m akindofblg-

tent figy

iseclipsad by th Mty b

:Ir.lrexample nmlLengneennchmpanybasedin
Indore, witha market capof just £4,000 crore, exports
&5 per cent of its output and has notched up a 54 per
cent CAGR growth rate Inmtpmmmrthemﬂw

Investors, wh Indin'ssluggish con-
sumer economy and software stocks. This probably
explains the “why" when the Nifty falls on F1i selling
these days, and the smallcap and microcap indices
do not drop much. It is & phenomenon never seen

years. A pt ical company

beaten track of rushing into Westem markets and
concentrated on South America has recorded a CAGR
n profit of 42 per cent over 10 years. India’s biggest
listed EMS company has recorded a CAGR in profit
of 3% per cent in 10 years. Its market-cap is pushing

befiore, al ith many other i f the Indian
stock markets that we are witnessing since
the pandemic.

Theauthoriseditor ofun moneylifi.inanda trstecol’
the Moneplife Founcation: @Monerliers
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that helped force her former mentor, the
CDU chancellor Helmut Kohl. who

reproach me forweeks, months and
yea.r!wcnme " Merkel writes, “Twould

reunited Germany, P
iasred herpashiap

. The ked

them indisbelief and said:

™

thechancellor hada phoblaof dogs. "Stay
calmfmusnmhephnmguphels.lt

aye.

encapsulating so much of the experience
ofliving Ina fractured country. Bom in

leadershipin 2000 and earned hera
reputation as abrilliant butbrutal

In regional elections eartler this year,
the politieal Eallaut From furthermigrant

has felt
1ng,aﬁe1 along period of relative silence,

k 1954in

pastorwho decided to takea position ata

toaProtestant political assassin, Shet

crisesant Onomy

when hercoalition won amajority

lifted the fortunesof the far right,

won't be for long.™ f Freedom with the helpof churchinwhat had in2005 especially in the country's former East.
BOOK REVIEW telling herself, BeateBaurnann, herco-author. Forthe | becomeEast FREEDOM: Memolre  Thecontroversy | Stll,n Freedom Merkel reaffirms hee
The eplsode alsoserves asan Englishedition of Freedom, Merkel, ever Germany, I!ﬂ—m‘l that Merkel credits liberal ideal that moderation ls.a
ELISABETH ZEROFSIKY unintended parable, perhaps, of the way the consensus bullder, hasalso employed Merkel devotes a most for motivating ”pmcnnditkmfort!w!ume!!o\f
Merkel'sstald disposizion. cultivated mofewerthan eight translators, who longsection ofher Author: Angela hertowritea artes” Sh an
[13 everexplain, never through her political coming-of-age in somehow managenottogetinone bookto the rapid MerkelwithBeate  memolriswhatshe | unwaveringcommitmenttothe
complain,” isamaxim Germanysbuoyant 19905, seemed more anuther'swn) asthey present the and unexpected Baumann callsthe “caesura convictions by which shegovemed:the
SUpp dbythe and as Putinandoth houghts eventsthat followed Publisher: inmy universality and inviolability of
British iy, As Angela Merkel tiberal lead across andfeellngs. Movember 1989, The St Martin's chancellorship™— Individual human dignity, and the boon
wr h ¥ Merkel would have every reason to fallofthe Barin'Wall Pages: 109 herdecisionin ‘ofanopen, interconnected world, bullt
fast-paced autoblography. Freedom, it Despite her favourite motto, Freedom | hope foravictory lap. Desplne llnl.shlrg presented her, at 35, September 2015t0 onshared prosperity. She may very well
alsobecamea phirase that she would doesoffer lanation | her tenure inth rith life. "1 Price: §40 allw-upenpnssnpe herlgtulnheuumbctl.u‘m and yet being
repeat to herselfduring her 16 vears as ofthecountless decisions that Merkel she left Germanywith ring GDE yior rightr etothe
‘German chancellor, from 2005 until she ded he series of cri. and st a things." sheonce lefugeesﬂeel.ng millions of Germans facing the future
stepped down in December 2021, that hit Germany longstayin fourt ide. Her sald, "but not the gift of freedom before | mainly from SyriaiGermany would withadeepsenseof distress and not
Readers of Freedom might be office, Yet, in the three years since, m‘lll.icalamlwa! usnanmhlngtx.n reached retirement age.” register. Lmllllunanl\lsl!thatyean looking, asshe writes toward theend, for
!urprlsedt!mMemel.'brlngsupthls Germanys reli on br Ightfully Shet d Merkel “joyinourhearts” and "Hghtness
Englishdictumnot i hasises th v dlif forthe Ger iment in 1990 and thefamuusmmse!heunmd."\b\ecan ofspirie”

consequences of a fraught pollcy
decisbon, though thereare many inthis
709-page book, but he

fancountries—Russiafor
hi

Energy.

Inadifferentbut, especially now,
onthel

encountered asa woman from East

bullying micro-aggressionsof the
Russian president Viadimir V Putin, who

defence, has beft the nation ina
wvulnerable position.

ascended quickly through aseres of dothisl"She ishewildered that thiswas

L‘.emmny Fortwo decades, sheled the ministerial pestings. Along theway she ymiean that G (EREIT
tre-right Chrlstian L lcUnion | felled many of her male rivalsand even 1 refugees, Thmes mgnnwumrhmsrqum mr:mm:rv
(C), whlchwasundltbnally meallies.]nlwu.al’temdnnatlnn “If.at that time, hiad told me ae Eie
West. scandal, sh that "W dothis'—those four 024 The Mew York Times News Service
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When court undermines itself

By failing to uphold an earlier SC ruling on Places of Worship Act, judiciary
has paved the way for deepening divisions between communities

DuUsSHYANT DAVE

THE PLACES OF Worship Act, which was en-
acted by Parliament in 1991, and se-
cures the fundamental values of the
itution. The law imposes £
ing and mandatory norms: A har is imposed
by Section 3 on the conversion of a place of
worshipof any religious denomination. The
laww preserves the refigious character of every
place of worship as it existed on August 15,
1947, Towards achieving this purpose, it pro-
vides for the ahatement of suitsand legal pro-
ceedings with respect to the conversion of
the religious character of any place of wor-
ship existing on August 15, 1947 Coupled
with this, the Act imposes a bar on the insti-
tution of fresh suits or legal proceedings.
“The Law addresses itself to the state as
much as o every citizen of the nation. Its

norms bind those who govern the affairs of

the country at every level. The state has, by
enacting the law, enforced a constitutional
:Dmmnrncm am:l operationalised its :Dnsn-
tutional

all religions and smﬂanmwtuda |s a pan Dt
the basic features of the Constitution.
Historical wrongscannat be remedied by the
people taking the law into their hands_ In
preserving thc character of public places of
worship, innoun-

certain terms that hi

not be used as instruments to oppress the
present and the future.” This is the law, laid
out by five judges of the Supreme Court in the
Ram Janmabhoomi temiple case.

The Supreme Court set aside the follow-
ing finding by Justice Sharma of the Allahabad
High Court: “Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991 does not debar those
cases where declaration is sought fora period
priorto the Act came into force or for enforce-
ment of fght which was before

and even the dargah i

coming into foroe of the Act.” The apex court
dedared that “the above conclusion of Justice
D'V Sharma is directly contrary to the provi-
sions of Section 42"

To my mind, there is a clear and categor-
ical declaration of law by the Supreme Court
concerning the 1991 Act.

The Court held that “Parliament deter-

jmer.

Chief Justices § A Bobde and D ¥
Chandrachud presided over benches, with
other learmed judges, that undermined the
Court’s previous rulings and cleared the
ground for dangerous situations. Likely tak-
ing a cue from such interventions, judges at
thedistrictand high courts areintervening at
the instance of litigants who themsehes are

mined that independence from e

Furmshn:s a constitutional basis for healing

inderthe filing such suits.
Farfrnm furthering it, mmcjudgcsmaymll
be stril o secularism. Given

by providing the con-
fidence to every religious community that
their places of worshipbe pn:‘scr\c\::l amd that
their character will not be altered.” Itwent on
toassert: “This court cannot claims

this, onewonders ifitis passible fora court to
be in contempt of itself, espedially when it is
qulcktu haul uputhcrsﬁm contemipt of its or-

thrsl: jits, and the courts

that stem from the action of Mughal rulers
against Hindu places of worship in a court of
laww today. For any person whao seeks solace
Or recourse against the actions of any num-
ber of ancient rulers, the law is not the an-
swer.” The Court, apologetically, held, *On
6.12.1992 the structure of the mosque was
brought down and the mosgue was de-
stroyed. The destruction of the mosque took
placein breach of the order of status quo and

:I'Irm resanate
with the politics of those in power. All of this
atwhat cost?

The divide between the majority and mi-
nority communities has been widening in
recent years, Peace and harmomy are being
compromised on a daily basis in the name
of “love jihad”, “land jihad®, “vote jihad",
bulldoaer “justice” and mob lynching. Four
innocent lives were lost at Sambhal, ar-
guably because of the judiciary’s actions —

tion of the mosque and th i i the  orlack thereof. EJ[’gu\c\:rnmcnrsap]xarall

Islamic structure vislation oo ready o questior

of the rube of law." of the Court with unusual pmmpmcss
it a series of suits and appeals are being thil s that help itizens may

fled and entertained with Empumity by courts
across India, including the Supreme Court,
COMCEMENE Various mosoues acnss the coun-
try — from Varanasi to Mathura to Sambhal

take months and y\:am Perhaps the judicial
leaders need to be reminded of the words
of great Indians during Constituent
Assembly debates.

Peace and harmony are being
compromised on a daily i
in the name of ‘love jihad’,
‘land jihad', “vote
bulldozer justice’ and mob
lynching, Four innocent lives
were lost at Sambhal,
arguably because of the
judiciarys actions — or lack
thereof. B]P governments
appear all too ready to
implement questionable
arders of the Court with
unusual promptness, while
orders that help ordinary
citizens may take mo ths and
years. I’Lr]up'. the judicial
leaders need to be reminded
of the words of great Ir ;
during Constituent
Assembly debates.

vad’,

CR Sasikumar

OnMay 25, 1949, Sardar Patel said, while
submlmr\gthernunrerp:n:' irisforus
Fres i
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“MPs were right to allow for further detailed scruting... to ensure the terminally
ill adules {end of life) bill addresses hoth ethical concerns and practical
safeguards effectively. The desire to alleviate suffering is deeply compelling.”

= THEGUARDIAN

The Gilgamesh
solution

Message on Ancient Sumerian tablets for
Corporate India: Conflicting forces can be made
to generate a positive sum outcome

BY VIKRAM S MEHTA

THE OLDEST SURVIVING tablets of written
textare from the Sumerian civilisation, They
date back 4,200 years and tell the story of
King Gilgamesh uf Uruk Gilgamesh was a

This effort is, however, not easy to sus-
tain. The market is a powerful counter. Toil-
lustrate: International petroleum majors
have been under societal and imestor pres-
sure to cap their pm:ll.nctlam of fossil fuels
and invest disp
Extxom has resisted this pressure while Shell
and BP announced they would showly but
steadily reduce the production of crude oil.
Between 2019and 2023, Exxon’s share price
rose by 70 per cent, that of Shell by 15 per
centwhile BFs declined by 15 per cent. The
median retumin renewabiles over the same
perind was 2 per cent. This signal from the
market has been difficult to ignore and in
2023, Shell and BP lifted the cap.

The pointis mcﬁlmuts. shan:huldcr
exped and i i do
not Thisisbecauseof con-

tyrank d his subjects. The pea-
ple wereunhappy and appealed to the pan-
theon of Sumerian deities. In response, the
gnds created an exact double of Gilgamesh
called Enkicu with comparable power and
authority. The result was the creation of a
“narmoevcomidor” inwhich both checked and
balanced each other into cooperating rather

flictual human and market dynamics. To
alignthermn towartdsa commeon gnal requires
awell-structured plan The “Gilgamesh so-
lution” suggests that such a plan adopts, in-
terolig, a two-pronged approach. One, iten-
deavours to build institutions that facilitate
cr.loprratmn and not CDmpl’.“tItan The

by

than competing. Liruk peace.

The "Gilgamesh solution” is to create a
space in which conflichual forces can work
together to generate a positive sum out-
come. [ learnt of this solution from Nobel
Laureates Daron Acemoglu and James A
Robinson. They wrote about it in theirbook
Wy Mations Fail in the context of the rela-
tionship between an autooratic state and so-
ety | decided toapply it to a contemparary
corporate dilemma.

The key factors for business success in
the 21 st century are fundamentalty no dif-
ferent than those that brought wealth and
power tothe American robber barons of the
late 19th century. Andrew Camegie, john D

reated such i
|m\3rmgGaLgamnsh and Enlddu with egqual
powers and authority. Corporate India will
have to handle this task without divine sup-
port. Afirst stepwould be o persuade regu-
lators to stop parachuting mandates from
ahove. Regulators must appreciate that the
«oosts of compliance are high and all too of-
ten, the value added is marginal.

Companies, forexample, are required to
provide annual progress reports on ESG.
Many of them create such reports for their
own internal purpose. They donot need the
regulator’s nudge, But those that do not can
easily turn the mandate into a tick-the-bo:.
exercise on virtuous slgnal]ng They are in

Rockefeller, and Cornelius ilt made
their fortunes by forusing on cost control,
guality, operational excellence, innovation
and leadership. These factors remain the
necessary ingredients for success. But they
are not sufficient. One additional factor has
ome into play EG Busmcsscs will not

command of the infor and methodol-
ogy for processing this information. They can
decidewhat and how to present the factson,
for instance, GHG emissions, waste matter
recyding, green energy use, Waler manage-
ment, diversity and inclusiveness. The regu-
lator does not have the expertise or time to

it
wehat the minorities feel, and howwe in their
position would feel if we were treated in the
manner inwhich they are treated”.

B R Ambedkar, fearing that some mem-
bers were prepared to go to war, said on
December 17, 1946: "It will be a war on
Muslims, If there is anybody whi has in his
mind the project of solving the Hindu-
Muslim problem by war... in order that
Musli ill bee sy -
render to the Constitution that might be pre-
pared without their consent, this country
wiould be imaolved in perpetually conguering
them.” Again on November 4, 1949, he
warned that “It is for the majority to realise
its duty not to discriminate against minori-
ties. Whether the minorities will continue o
will vanish must depend upon this habit of
the majority. The moment the majority loses
the hahit of discriminating against the mi-
nority, the minorities can have no ground bo

ucceed if their heenvi-
ronment (E], they are lnsmmm: o social

veracity of this i mn
The point is thar such cumpllanﬂ:

L‘d’furts

needs (5} and)or th alin gover- Ly

nance [G). ESG was not a consi ionfor  They detract product

mcmhbcrhamni Muostinternationalcom- — and skew the playing field in favour of
theirlic larger corporates that have the resources

erate if they ignored it "
ESG reflects the paradigmatic shift that

to comply. Regulators should adope the
principlc of “trust and verify”. IInDthmg

hastaken placesince Milton Frieds

else, th I hclprn-mr-um

nounced that the “business of
clusively business”. Corporate boards and
CEDs now have to navigate the cross cur-
rentsof stake holder{ societal imterests built
around sustainability, social responsibility
and ethical governance, shareholder expec-
tations for dividends and return on equity,

facilitate c

Two, squeezed bctwr:r:n thedemands
and expectations of society, sharehol ders,
and the regulator, there is a “narrow cor-
ridor™ inwhich divergent interests can be
balanced, The effort should be to find this
corridor and move into it. This requires

nent dingca-
T2ET, r\:l:ngallm and wealth creation, The
Gil aconceptual com-
pass to steer through these currents.

Ihave been an independent, non-execu-
tive director of a number of companies for

not just the inst check thein-
nate hurman tendency to seek more power
but alse a process by which all parties
agree to walk down this corridor together.
The conditions precedent for such a
process is the presumption or'c\:»rqmliry

eahard truth. There is no

exist. They will vanish." mrpas‘tdmdcs Mycmm:nmmrsmm- andcunnnual interaction”,
ia develop, socially, econom- G, aviation,en-
ically and politically for the b ofits gineering, auto, media and One

people. It does not need violence. Peace alone
can bead to prosperity. The sooner those at the
helm of the nation — in the legislature, exec-
utive and judiciary — realise their duties, the
better it is for W, the People.

The writer is o senior

thread runs through the companies. They
are determined to integrate ESG into their
corporate norms. This effort is not to “do
gnod” or “feel good”. They expend it because
itis good business. They know the Filure to
integrate would hun corporate reputation,
emde share price and de-

befre the Supreme Court of Indio

terimvestors and talent.

tradc off between profits and principles.
Whilst they cannot afford principles with-
ot profits, they do not deserve profits with-
out principles, The “Gilgamesh solution”™
hedps crack this conundrum.

The writer is choirmmn and Distinguished
Fellow, Centre for Social and
Economic Progress

We don’t breathe the same air

Pollution does not affect everyone equally — it's time we address this

NANDITESH NILAY

[ DONT THINK we can sobve our emviron-
mental problemin a hurry. Every politician
can promise jobs, money in schemes, na-
tional prestige, global power, and great in-
Frastructure, But it will take quite a while
before a politician will get up on stage and
say vote for me because this is my plan to
clean your air and rivers, beautify parks for
your children to play in and your parents
to walk in, and ensure that the sky above
you is blue. Because, let's be honest, we
wouldn't believe that neto.

This is because, in the market society
we live in, we are used to buying our way to
better things. We know this works: Pay a
higher fee, get a better school; pay more,
et a hospital with an air-conditioned wait-
ing room and a shorter queuwe; pay for
Vande Bharat, escape the three-tier sleeper
coach with unclean toilets at either end.

S0, we will seal our apartments from
the outside world with double-plated glass
windows. Buy an air purifier fior each room;
switch on the one in the car. Get the gov-
ernment to announce a work-from-home
system and let our children study from
home. Ban construction, lock away old cars,
buy EVs, or order a cah. After all, we have
the pandemic model, 5o we can create our

non-polluting bubbles and live inside
therm. But, just like the virus, the air has a
sneaky habit of entering through cracks in
our windows, through the pores of the
maskswe wear, If we aren't able to fly away
to Goa or Bangalore, picking our destina-
tion on the basis of its A, we will need to
live with this. And we will use our credit
cards to find a solution.

There's one little problem.

Unlike in the case of Covid, there is no
vaccine to inoculate us against poor AQL
Even our Rs 25-crore apartments in
Gurgaon, unless we seal them up like an
ICU, willlet the air in. Of course, those who
work for us will commute to our homes,

dust 50 we say ban it, not knowing that in
an economy like ours, this means hardship
for the millions of daily-wage workers who
make their living at these sites. Burning of
garbage, two-wheelers and coal-fired chul-
has are all behind the toxic air and are all in-
dispensable elements of daily life for marny.
We don't think twice before welcoming
work from home and study from home, ig-
norant of what this means for the majority
who don't have reliable wifi at home, whose
children will fall behind on the learning
curve, who may lose their job if they don't
show up at their employer's door.

What is the way forward? We need a
national plan that touches each of us and
hoofus to make a sacrifice.

and cough and fall ilL, unl agree tolet
thermn live with us in these sealed chambers,

The poor suffer maore, Pollution is not the
great leveller many think it is. We blame
everyone for this mess except ourselves —
usually those who are lower down in the
social and economic pyramid than us.

We blamme the farmers. Of course, stub-
hle burning pollutes the air. But year after
year, we hear the same arguments and
name-calling rather than a concerted na-
tional action plan to support them in end-
ing this practice. Construction churns out

The poor and the marginalised need to be
incentivised with material resources, not
punished. This is exactly what we argue at

society — as if a person with an SUV and
central air conditioning makes the “same
sacrifice” as their driver or domestic help.
#s if everyone has the same history and the
same access bo resources — the same abil-
ity towithdraw into a bubble.

The Global South s our local neighbour-
hood: It is the farmer, the daily-wage
worker, the child in a government school,
the first-generation college student, the
wyoung person looking for a job and the do-
mestic help cycling to our apartment com-
plexes each day. [t is those who can't afford

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

STAND TOGETHER

THIS REFERS TO the article, Don't let old
Encia kil the new(IE, November 30). The
controversies surrounding the Sambhal
and Ajmer Sharif mosgues demand ur-
gent attention. The timing of these dis-
putes is particularhy sensitive, as it coin-
cides with the 32nd anniversary of the
Babri Masjid demolition. The recurring
disputes over places of worship risk re-
opening old wounds and disrupting so-

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Mo win-
ners in Pak' (IE, Movernber 29). Despite
thecrackdown, PTI possesses enormous
street poveer and Imran Khan's calls from
jail for protests have set thr |parties to-

eningat
atime when Pakistan is struggling tosta-
hilise an economy battered by hyperin-
Aation, a falling currency, and depleting
reserves. The government's “might is
right” approach will push Pakistan
deeper into anarchy and unrest. It must

i s vo-hold:

cial harmony. Let this anniversary senve
as a call to strengthen our resolve for
unity and inclusmty.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohaii

IVE PEACE A CHANCE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'No win-

inhalers and masks, and
to make our lives better. They may not
breathe the filtered air, they don't have the
many masks that we can buy off any shelf.
The only thing they have is the same right to
life, right to dignity, right to equality as per
the Constitution, This calls for a governance

whowork

every COP, when the developed nations
lecture us, saying “don’t do this, don't do
that”. And just as we argue, with reason and
maoral power, that the Global South should
not be made to pay for the greed of the
Morth and told to arrest its own develop-
ment plans, we need to do the same here,
We cannot have an action plan that does
not take into account the inequality in our

ofc ion and a governance of ethics.

As we celebrate the 75th year of the
Constitution, all we can do is take a deep
breath and hope for change.

The writer is the author of Being Good,
Aaiye, Insaan Banen and Ethikos. He
teaches and trains courses on ethics,
values and behaviour

epaperindianexpresscom [

{IE, Nowemnber 29, Things are
falling apart in Pakistan again. A “do-or-
die" protest by jailed ex-PM Imran
Khan's party has been quelled brutally

sion will not sobve the beleaguered na-
tion's political and economic problems.
Sankar Paul, Nodia

THE OLD PLAYBOOK

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Chost in
the machine' [IE, November 29). The
Congress is once again relying on its old
playbookof blaming the EVM for itselec-
toral defeats. Instead otado]:tmg new

by the Shehbaz Sharif g

political turmnil triggered by Khan sar-
rest in May last year has worsened The
ruling I"\lL-N. in cahoots with the mili-

strategies and craftingac
rative, the party has confined itself to crie-
icising the BJF. particularly P Modi. By
niow, it should recognise that such anap-

tary has beft

rurncd o keepKhan out ufpuw\:r Thclr

proachis unkikely toyield success Tore-
Eain relevance, the Congress must work

credibility has been hit
stealing the February mandate. The gov-
ernment must realise that repression
won't solve the nation’s problems.
Kholan Das, Kolata

tomatch the BJF
eCution, An inspiring vision that res-
onates with the aspirations of the peo-
pli is the need of the hour.

Vijai Pant, Hempur
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLYES US ALL

HiT AND MISS

Cash transfer schemes may contribute to
election wins. That's not the end of the story

ROM LAKSHMIR BHANDWE in West Bengal and Lacli Behina in Madbya Pradesh
o Maiya Samman in Jhark il Laddki Bahin Yojana in —all
geted scheme iding Rs 1000 to Rs 1,500 per month to
eligible beneficiarics, appear to have paid political dividends by helping re-
elect ruling parties in their respective states, According to Axis Bank, 14 states now have
income transfer schemes that cover roughly a fifth of India’s adult female lati
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‘WorbDLY WISE
WIHEN YOU HAVE EXHAUSTED ALL POSSIBILITIES,
REMEMBER THIS: YOU HAVEN'T.
— THoMAs Enison

A push for growth

RAJANI SINHA

Global environment is likely to remain uncertain. It is
critical for government to strengthen domestic demand

[NDIA HAS BEEM enjoying high economic
growth even in the midst of global turmaoil
Adter a strong growth of 8.2 per cent in 2023-
24, fll oy

v G 7 o
of 2024-25,G0P growth has decclerated to 5.4
per cent in the second quarter. While growth
was expected to maoderate, as was indicated
by some of the high frequency macro-eco-
nomic indicators and mutr:d wrpurm: per-
formance, t

with an annualised spend of Rs 2 lakh crore. Fiscal purists may baulk at such transfers —
even seen as a precursor to the Universal Basic Income outlined in the 2016-17 Economic
Survey — but they may have cased the pain of inflation for those worst affected inthese
times. Nor can one undm:stlmall: tch pusllwr impact of an assured monthly payout on
reducing insecurity and © in decisi king — acconding to
some readings of the final tallies, women voters have signaled as much in the recent
Maharashtra and ]'Jlal‘ldland Asscmhly palls.
‘That said, these sct t  Tostart with, their effect on boost-

ing mcnmcs and rtmsumpl:nn demand may not be as mul:h as one would assume.

out much sharper than anticipated. The im-
portant guestion to answer now is whether
this is a temparary brake or should we brace
for a Iower GOP gruwth rate going forvard.

i growth

poar
industrial sector performance, specifically
mining, manufacturing and electricity seg-
ments. Industrial sector growth has deceler-
ated to 3.6 percent in the scoond quarter, com-
pared to 8.3 per cent in the previous one. On

Laclki Bahin be i i l hirah, -

Anec) \ P 1 ° :::m theother hand, witha good kharifharvest, the

spmldcdwthl:ﬁﬂ by chioosing bo we : i
recovery of the agricultune sector continued,

ing more of that freed-up time at home. The scheme may have not addcd to, as much as whille the services sector also maintained its

for, income that have been earned fi illing the west- trnad
ing produce. Em:h::mmlund thrmdurtﬂwplyu{lahmr has pushr:dq; tion it wise I P
costs for car i power d o in-

The multiplier rHl:tt of, guut'r!umnl transbers, in terms of p||tt|l|g more money into the

vestment and exports, Private consumption

hands of prte consump themkrmaty e par e

e quite limited. 'I'hrsc payments should ﬂcallybcpcgy:dat Tevels nrknn,gamodu:um M:’mﬂ in 2023-24, High m:rnnq

of protecti inflation, without crowding-outinc work. ceonomicindicators ke FMCG sales volume,
N . ) N i Itemative to buildi ty sales have been signalling im-
pacity. Technology — bieit Aadh ed countsor point-of-sale machines inrural

fer cashdirectly and r o foodgrain to tar-
g:wdbcncfmannatwﬂalmscalrsam mich keakage. Governments, too, find it more
expedient todeliver these than investing inpublic education, healthcare, irrigation or agri-
cultural research and extension that take time to yield results. W’chn vm:rs also tum in-
cn:anng]ytrmsmlalds]m terimist — seeing for themsel i

lay healthy ariculture pmdumurl However,

urban ¢
afterthe sharp jurmp seen pmtmcl High food
inflation is having a bearing on overall con-

Let's now come to the eritical
issue of what to expect going
forward. After the sharp
drop seen in the second
quarter, we expect GDP
growth to pick up in the
second half of the year.
Consumption growth is
likely to see some
improvement in the coming
quarters supported by
healthy growth in agriculture
production and rural

" i
market, specifically related to the IT sector, is

ind, therefiore, ne i I

-u-;l(

awthin

darts of go

todo good beyond the i fiate — that'

ultult ul'!rtthcss{“:wdl ]bms

‘come, Moreover, the recent tightening of re-
T 150 had same

entrenched inthe system. The cost of it is not just fiscal.
icy aligned with long-term national, not near-term electoral, interests,

A TIME TO REBUILD

Failure to create trust in minorities could erode credibility of
Muhammad Yunus-led government in Bangladesh

N THE FIRST week of August, after a student-led movement forced the then
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to step down, micro-finance pioneer
Muhammad Yunus had described the moment as thl: cr.lunlry 1 Sccund
Liberation”. Butifthe uprlsmgkmdll:d hopes of

1 fi ol Fauilthi

yi
NS ¢ Inthe three months since
hnml: |:hargi: nfﬂangladrsh‘s :II1[L'|'II'n gwn'nml:‘m.‘n'unus has spoken of “national unity”

| tirmes. But b ! appear reassuring in the
face of the ¢ attacks an homes, and places of worship of minority
ithes. Ranal interi infact, aggravated the dis-

quiet by cracking down on people who have taken to the strects to ask for safety against
Inating and arson. Last weel, the police arrested a former mcmhcr of ISKCOM, who has
been at the forefront of protests d ing swift trial in c ing persecution of

bearing on consumer spending.

Investment in the economy was being
strongly supported by the govemment sector.
However, government capex contracted
sharply in the first quarter due toelection re-

1 1. Alikely
muoderation in food inflation
in the coming months would
be another factor supportive
of consumption. However,
we need to be wary of global
developments and the risk of
imported inflation.

lated restricti I Ve,
Centre's capes has fallen by 15 per centin the
first half of this year, while the consolidated
capex by state goveriments has fallen by 1
per cent during this period. Investments by
major central public sector enterprises also
contracted by 11 per cent in the first half,
+ 1 .

this rep ive samiple has further in-
creased by around 10 per cent. Similarly, we
find that for a representative sample of road
development companies, the order book has
picked up by a sharp 20 per cent in the first
six months of this financial year. This could
hc an indication of a ||h:1y pick upincapexin

i in
the second quarter.

Coming to the external sector, growth in
exports of goods and services has also mod-
erated. Monthly trade data shows that while
merchandise exports have been relatively
muted in the midst of low global economic

ather

However, the challenge of excess capxlr)l

Chinaand consequent ﬂnudmg ofother mar-

kets like Indi

pacity expansion in the wuntry.
Overall GDP growth for this year s ikeby to

be lower at an:lund 6.5 per cl:nt While this

growath, ser
their healthy growth momentum.

Let's now come to the critical issue of
what to expect going forward. After the sharp
drop seen in the second quarter, we expect
GDP growth to pm:k upin the scl:nnd half of

as Indla moves Iowt:: rmm ? B per cent

Risako
time to introspect as to what is required to
push up India's potential GDP growth, In the
last fewr years, thl: government focussed on

thie year, C e

SOME improvement in the COMming quarters
supported by hmlﬂlygmwlh in agnculmn:
produscti Jemand. A lik

eration in food inflation in the coming
months would be another factor supportive
ul'mnsumptlon However, we need to be

 well for economic

mnwr:rypunlhs: pandermic, Hoeever, t.hm:
givea

md more importantly widen the consump-

tion base, ensuring Lhatallscgmm pd.l‘[ll:l-

pate in 1.

lur fresh tnggcrs to boost consumer senti-

wary of and thrnsknf strong push

The | tojobe id trigger. This
job market and growth in h hold in- ially criti there are concerns
comes would be a critical factor influencing mwnd_pd:cmannndurwa.ummmn
consumption growth. I the ug

Government capex that had been weak
i the first half is likely to pick up strongly in
the second half. In the first half, the central
and state governments {consolidated ) have
only reached 37 per cent and 28 per cent re-
spectively of their budgeted capex for the
year. Hence, we can expect a strong pick up
in the second half of the year. Even for pri-

: privinks i

could also quk at providing some tax bene-
fits to households to spur consumption, A
spurt in domestic consumption would also
pmwdc the mqulmd tngy:( lu(a sustained

capex. The iron-
ment is ]llﬂ:lylu remain uncertain in thc
coming year

i
nals coming from the onder book of capital
poods and road development mmpanu:s
Thrordn bookofa

reased by 24 per

cent in 2023-24 as against a growth of 4.5
per oent in the preceding four years, In the
first six months of this year, the order book of

ﬂchmlaldTmmpgumnmrnlln

the LS and a likel war wr

volatility | i i

even more critical for the government

o stre domestic demand to ensure
growth,

The writer is Chief Econanmist,
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Butdo tell the ﬁ,u'l' story behind your wife’s cancer recovery

THE WORST IS aver for Navjot Kaur Sidhu, So

announced Navjot Singh Sidhu, her partrer

for more than 30 years, and the one who
red,

sha intimately, the pain and

of the victims, The p
ustody, by

and cor and have
claimed that two mare monks have

difficultiesth brings. Ever
|san:ncu|snnu}shmc|smandpnvacy.’\]|l’c—

discase demands baring bodies

hasn'tc Ies failure Tisis invites ques-

tions about the Yunus-led government's sincerity in rl:bul]dmg the ln.lst betweencom-

bo surgeans, nurses, and ital stand-

ing naked before X-ray machines, exposing

munmnwhlchlsmmy tuhnngahuunh:m il needs.

All communities Jadesh's Liberation against Pakistan,
and its vision Ff.van:nrluslvcmﬂylswldummrntrd.\‘ﬂalmrmry momentaf
Crisisi country has been by anincrease in the discri

Religi i ism, conspicuoLs d

ion faced by

of military rulein

Dhaka, heightened the insecuritios of Bangladesh's Hindus and Christians, When democ-

racy returned in thc 19905, these cwnmulutlcs bcraml: collateral victims in the strug-
" "

s, WIT
the strongest resobve to be the sole author of
our story, Human beings, in any case, were
never hard-wired to suffer alone, There is,
therefore, unalluyv:d humanity in leaning on

the Face of the intrusions and
inclignities inflicted by invading cancer cells
and the indiscriminate destruction wieaked

Party. Th
professed secularism, religis reased under Sheikh Hasina's watch, espe-
clalhnnmpast 10years. Insmadufaurmptlngmmngthmthrsuml[ahmandaddrrs!—

nausea, nerve
damage, hair loss, depression. Wee can only
guess that Navjot Kaur Sidhu, a doctor and
palitician herself, chose her husband to relate

ing the discord, Hasina | with increased author- herlived " iththe Big¢. Byal
experiences wi tyallac-
|Iamnmwh|chulﬂydmpcnrdthl:dmdn y o . counts, it was he who was with her through
Accordir hof most of the trying times. Her stary is his too
T been 2,000 incidents af ~atleast alarge partofit
viglence since SMIkh Hasma fled the country, Last week, the Bangladesh High Court said andmbums ru&dhupucg'r l‘sm
that it expected the country's government to “maintain law and arder tthe lives derful that he reached out with the
and yof people”. The Y words Failure —Ilrm]mlamuhhﬂldlwsmwnm
iy 5 2 i i replaci . On sodal i, and over a press confier-
e Eae ence, the crickeber-turned-Congress leader
) for yoga, and food habits during her recovery
FreEEZE FRAME EPUNNY  Zicmon water,apple cider vinegar, neem

I Voting Maching
dogsn't Lok, try
Time Maching to
Wwélk béick t0 the
Lok Sabha tally.

leavies, beetroat juice, walnuts, tea with &in-
naman, cloves, a pinch of jaggeny. The cancer
had ml:tastasmcd he sald. almus: implying

that the dictary ot

Perhaps Sidhu deserves the
benefit of the doubt. Even
though he has a record of
shooting his mouth off, the
perse 1in the videos o
after all, the companion
and caregiver of a patient
who was bateling a life-
threatening disease a few
weeks back. There s
something much more
elemental than relief or a
show of triumphalism when
people let the world know
how they put difficult times

That was unkair, ml]usnnlhl: phyunans
and med

Sidhs through the wwst Iul alsu todocades
of painstaking research that has ensured in
many cases, therapy autpaces the growth of
cancercellsinthe bodies of patients Agrowing
number of metastatic cases are bnngcumd a

fortunes that seemesd

wealed amidst the exhilaration and relief of
his “Nona” being “cancer free”, Videos sur-
face inwhich Sidhudeclares that he scanned
the intermet todevise the method to *kill can-
cer” by stopping carbolydrates. Neem and
haldi, well within the reach of the poor, are
antidotes, he says. The fundamental medical
caveat, lJlaI every cancer patient is different

even adecade ago, Ch t drugs, and nent plans,

radiation drive cancer narratives — increasingly Bnutmnal'nnnw:m I||€5L' stories.

that of survivors ke Mavjot Kaur, Oncologis el Mavjot Kaur's

are trying their best to be minimally intrusive — recovery was dnw:n hyatcamufdocmr!.whu

imstead,  heholds

tuﬁpltdl'ma]lpuncy. was only a “facilitator™. And, even bdnrrhls
Perhap: it of the he lifestyle changes: Hanr

dnub{ Evcnthuu@hrhasamrddﬂm ! i wery, he i’ hiswifie

am:l all, the companion and caregiver of a
patient who was battling a]lln—thmmng

had reced troatment at;
ment hospitals, including Government

Rajendra Medical College in Patiala.

diseasea few There

much more elemental than relief or a show
of triumphalism when people let the workd
know how they put dlﬂu:ull tlmn behind

Should we then rest?

Hugzs again Sidhu poi. We wish you and
Mavjot Kaur many more healthy years But do
amplify the mrssag:lhat a team of oncolo-

ina Tier 3 city

thern, Behind Sidhu's social and  gistsat
press conference, also lies the innately hu- was behind her cancer necovery. As a politi-
man urge to save others from suffering—and — cian — and a cricket commentator = you

as a palitician, he possibly feels even more
compelled to be a do-goeader. The problem
is thatina social-media universe, where lines
between the prescriptions of the specialist
and the citizen doctor are blurred, this im-
pulse can do more harm than good.
Especially in the Indian cancer ecosystem,
which teems with myths and misconcep-
tions. Desperate patients and their }amlllcs
often succumb to the allure of *

know that ultimately what matters most is
v you say something and with what force.
Especially, whenyouare trying to build a nar-
rative for good. That would be in the spirit of
sharing inwhich you had put the videos.
Perhaps, one day, Naviot Kaur will tell her
story. Forthe time being, can we, at least expe-
ctamessage that asole recourse to “natural re-
medies” like neern and haldi canlead to missed

medicines”, Less than a week after Sidhu's
announcement, a Google search throws up

chances for b
tientswith the life-threatening disease?

tence Ty doctors, behind them. “Hey Points” of the “Diet Plan” he had re- Reaus ik doesygupto@Pexpressindia.com
DECEMBER 2, 1984, FOrTY YEARS AGO
RAJIV'S POLL CAMPAIGN  of ndo-American relations at the end of their  will be asked irverdic s
two-day visit. The Senators sald "W leave  they appmw:d his regime's leIl:Il.‘S and
R.'\,]I\"GANDH] LALINCHED the Ci 1 witha of i fwe since 1977,
clecti with a whirhwind tour of — our W | andl book forward

several UP towns and a virulent attack on the
opposition, which he said was backing forces
trying to break the nation. Maldng a dramatic
entry inablueand grey IAF helicopter, the 40-
year-old Prime Minister had the crowds listen-
ing to him in keen silence,

OPTIMISM ON INDIA-US

THE FOUR-MEMBER American Senate dele-
gation expressed optimism about the future

epaperindianexpressicom BB R

o returning to thisimpressive country.”

ZIA'S REFERENDUM

CHIEF MARTIAL LAW Administrator General
Zia-ul-Hag, surwlscd Iuspnlltlcal detractors

ASSASSIN TESTIFIES

SATWANT SINGH, THE surviving assassin of
Inchira Gandhi, said he was motivated by Beant
Singh to kill indira Gandhi after Operation Blue
Star in the Golden Temple, spocial investigat-

by announcing a

e saidd Ina stater

T proval tocon-
time as president of Pakistan for another fve
years. General Zia, who seized power seven
years ago in a military coup, said that people

the additi

Satwant said that first BwnSmghhn:d shats
at Indira Gandhi from his revohver, After 30 sec-
onds, heopened fire at her with his sten gun,
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Prior sanction: what SC said on ED cases against public officials

SOHINIGHOSH
MEW DELHI|, DECEMEER 1

CITING AS precedent a recent ruling by the
Supreme Court, former Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and Congress MP P
ChldamhamnmmtdthrDclthlyanrr

Procedure, 1973, (CrPC) bars courts from tak-
ing cognisance of offences alleged to have
been committed by a judge, a magistrate, or
a publicservant whowas “acting or purport-
ingtoact inthe discharge of his official duty™
while committing the alleged offence, un-
less prior or “previous™ sanction has been
g\ﬂ:n by the government. An identical

ir respective trials, While
Chidambaram's trial in the Adrcel-Maxiscase
was stayed on Movernber 20, the HC is still
hearing Kejriwal’s plea regarding the excise
policy scam.

The SC ruling being cited here came on
MNovember &, mandating for the first time
that the Enforcement Directorate (ED) ob-
tain prior sanction to prosecute public ser-

is found under Section 218 of
the Bharatiya MNagarik Suraksha Sanhita,

2023 (BNSS),
This provision ismeant toshield public ser-
vanits from ion. However,

proseoution
the explanation to the provision clarifies that
"no sanction shall be required” when public
servants are acowsed of certain crimes against
women (such as rape, sexual harassment,

vants on money laundering charges.

What iis the prior sanction

Section 197 of the Code of Crlmlnal

stalking and voveurism), and other serious
crimessuch as human trafficking.

Several previous rulings on the provision
have held that the provision does not extend

STIWILT] SCIENCE |

FROM HOW FAR CANASTORMAFFECT
AIRCRAFT?NEW STUDY ANSWERS

RATTLED NERVES and spilled drinks are
the mast commeon outcomes of achoppy
flight, but intense air turbulence can also
cause bodily harm. And while one well-
known cause of air turbulence is thun-
derstorms, it's poorly understood how far
from a tempest shaky conditions are
likedy to persist.

Toanswer that question, researchers
recently analysed millions of measure-
ments of air turbulence collected by com-
mercial aircraft.

The team found that a heightened risk
of a jarring fight extended more than 55
miles away from a thunderstorm, which
is roughly three times the storm-avoid-
ance distance currently recommended
by the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) of the LIS,

These findings, published in
Movemnber in The Bulletin of the American
Meteornlogicnl Society, could inform new
guidelines for storm avoidance, the re-
searchers suggest.

Pilots and dispatch crews on the
ground have long keptan eye trained on
the weather. “The links between mete-
orology and aviation go way, way back”
said Stacey Hitchcock, an atmospheric
scientist at the University of Oklahomain
Morman,

Thunderstorms are of particular con-
cern to pilots, “Youw get really rapid
changes in vertical and horizontal mo-
tion over short distances,” Hitchoock said.
Those chaotic motions —which can also
be caused by jet stream winds and air
mowing around obstacles like mountains
— can cause aircraft to go up and down,
creating the tumulbtuous sensation that's
all roo familiar to many flyers.

In the past, daredevil pilots played a
key role in revealing how aircraft experi-
ence turbulence near thunderstormes: A
fleet of five P-61C Black Widow aircraft
repeatedly fAew through thunderstorms
aberve Florida and Ohiio in the 1940s.

Today, however, scientists have access
o troves of air turbulence dara. “Almost
all commercial aircraft now are collect-
ing some form of turbulence data,” said
Todd Lane, an atmospheric scientist at the
University of Melbourne in Australiawho
was involved in the new research.

Hitcheock and her collaborators

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

P e e

Fubescerbarn

Thunderstorms are of particular
concern to pilots, Wikimedia Commons

analysed roughly 200 million such meas-
urements made over United States air-
space from 2009 to 2017,

Next, the team mined archival racar

its protective cover to every act or omission
of a public servant while in service. Itapplics
anly to those acts or omissions which are
done by public servants while discharging
their official duties.

For instance, in Devinder Singh v Stmte of
Punjat [2016), the SC held that “protection
of sanction is an assurance to an honest and
sincere officer to perform his
duty honestly and to the best
of his ability to further public
duty. However, authority
cannot be camouflaged to
commit crime.”

What does the recent SC verdict say?
OnMovember &, the 5Cheld that Section
197(1) of the CrPC will apply to alleged of-
fences under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act {PMLA) too. A Bench com-
prising Justices A 5 Oka and Augustine

ARJUN SENGUPTA & HAMZA KHAN
NEW DELHI, J&IPUR, DECEMBER 1

ACOURTinAjmer last Wednesday admitted
a petition requesting a survey of the Ajmer
Sharif Dargah, the shrine of the revered Sufi
saint Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti (also spelt
‘Muinuddin’, Muiniiddin’, or 'Mu'in al-din"L.
The petition claims that the dargah was con-
structed “after demolishing Hindu and Jain
temples” that stood at the site.

The town and the dargah
Ajmer, then referred to as Ajaymenu, was

once the capital of the Chauhans, a Rajput
clan that ruled parts of present-day

data tocalculate the locatio

storms. By comparing the positions of air-
planes and thunderstorms in three-di-
mensional space, the researchers
determined how the relative risk of ex-
periencing light, moderate and severe
turbulence changed based on the dis-
tance from a thunderstorm.

The sphere of influence of a thunder-
storm extended to significant distances,
the researchers showwed, “You can even
g0 as far as 50, 60, 70 kilometers from a
storm and still have double the risk of tur-
bulence,” Lane said.

Current FAA guidelines for storm
avoidance dictate that pilots maintain a
horizontal distance of at least 20 miles
from a thunderstorm.

But giving storms a wider berth
would mean more rerouting of aircraft,
which is no small feat in crowded air-
space, said Mohamed Foudad, a turbu-
lence researcher at the University of
Reading in England who was not in-
volved in the research, “Tewill be compli-
cated to put more restrictions on these
guidelines.”

Another possibility is that captains
could optto turn on the seat belt sign ear-
lier, when planes are farther from thun-
derstorms, Hitchoock said.
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Haryana, Delhi, and Uttar Pradesh
froim the seventh o the 12th centuries CE.
Ajaydeva is credited with constructing the
city in the mid-12th century.

The towen was sacked by the Afghan in-
vader Muhammad of Ghor after he defeated
Prithviraj Il {popularly known as Prithviraj
Chauhan) in the Second Battle of Tarain in
1192 The Ghurid army killed, looted, and
“destroyed the pillars and foundations of the
idol temples” in Ajaymenu, Har Bilas Sarda,
an Ajmer-based jurist, wrote in Ajmer:
Historical and Descriptive{ 1911 ). Sarda's book
is the primary source material cited in the
]:u:mlnn filed before the court.

ly, the city fell into a state of
d.|sr|:pa1r fior almost 400 years, until it =aw a
revival during the reign of the Mughal em-
peror Akbar (1556-1605).

“Inthe middle of the fifteenth century
AD, it is said that tigers used to roam where
the tomb of Khwaja Muiniiddin Chishti
stands,” Sarda wrote.

The mausoleum itself was built some
time in the second half of the 15th century.
According to tradition, Sarda wrote, the cel-
larin which the Khnwaja was imterred houses
“the image of Mahadeva in a temple, on
which sandal used to be placed every day by
a Brahman family still maintained by the
Dargah gharyali {bell striker)™,

His account, however, does not say that
atemple was destroyed to build the dargah.

Robert Hamilton Irvine in Some Account
af the General and Medical Topography of
Ajmeer ({1841 ) wrote about a story he had
heard from one of Ajmer's “most learned
Khadims™ (attendants).

“At one place...there was an ancient
shrine sacred to Mahadeva, the lingam of
whichwas hidden by leaves and rubbish. To
this wood the Khwaja had retired to conterm-
plate |for| forty days; and every day he hung
up his small massig of water on a branch of
a tree overhanging the lingam. The water
constantly dropped on this. At length
Mahadeva became highly pleased... |and]

EXPLAINED

George Masih delivered the verdict ina case
involving 1AS officers Bibhu Prasad Acharya
and Adityanath Das, both of whom are facing
money laundering charges. The case alsoim-

plicates former Andhra Pradesh Chief

Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy.

In a 18-page decision, the 5C upheld an
January 2019 order by the Telangana HC
wehich set aside the trial court's
order taking cognisance of the
case. The challenge was on the
ground that both of them were
public servants and, therefore,
itwas necessary to obtain prior sanctionun-
der Section 197( 1) of the CrPC before they
could be prosecuted.

The SC noted that although there is no
specific provision in the PMLA that states
prior sanction is not required, it did not find
“any provision therein which is inconsistent

with the provisions of Section 197(1) of

CrPC”. The Bench referred to Section 65 of

PMLA which makes the provisions of the
CrCapplicable toall proceedings under the
PMLA, unless they are inconsistent with the
PMLA provisions.

The SC also recorded that the accused
were public servants, and that there was a
connectk n their duti alleged
cmnlna]mdmsansﬁru\gbnthmndlnmxs
farr of prior sanc] CiFC

section 197(1)

W'Ila( canbe tllelmpan of the prior

=nd theinvestigation

public servant, even if convicted by the trial
court, can argue during an appeal that the of-
fiences alleged were indischarge of their duty,
and that the trial took place without obtain
ing prior sanction from the government. IF
thisargumentis accepted, it can resultin the
court setting aside the conviction.

In P*K Pradhan v State of Sikkim (2001),
the SC held that the argument that prior
sanction undm Section 197 was not obtained
can the acoused at any time d
ingatrial, oreven after conviction. However,
the accused public servant must establish
that his alleged act was in the course of the
wce of his official duty.

under PMLA will hold, cognisance of

chargesheets acousing public servants af

money laundering purportedly while indis-
charge of their duty by the trial court can go
away.
In effect, this can mean that an accused

NS HISTORY

Dargah Sharif of Ajmer

A petition in court has sought a survey of the shrine of Khwaja Moinuddin Chishtiin Ajmer,
based on claims that it was constructed after demolishing ‘Hindu and Jain’ temples. What is
the history of the centuries-old dargah, and of the revered Sufi saint who rests there?

Devotees offer prayers at Ajmer Sharif Dargah. People from all faiths and all walks
of life come to pay their respects to the Khwaja. rijie

spoke out of the stone commending his
virtue,” Irvine wrote,

Historian P M Currie, who cited Irvine’s
waork in The Shrine and Cult of Mu'in al-din
(Chishti Ajmer [ 1983), mentioned a different
version of this legend, in which the lingam
lies undemeath the Khwaja's tomb.

Journey from Sistan to Ajmer
These legends narrated by Ajmer Sharif's
khodims serve to explain why people from
allfaiths and all walks of life come to pay their
respects to the Khwaja, Speaking about the

ance and inclusivity,

Kineraja Moinuddin Chishti of Ajmer ex-
emplified this heterodmey. He “watched as-
cetics perform yoga.. He realised how much
he had in commaon with the wandering rmys-
tics of the land who, like him, were unafraid
to express their utter devotion to their cre-
ator as the ultimate means of achieving spir-
itual perfection,” historian Mehru Jaffer
wrote in The Book of Muinuddin Chishti
(2008,

Bornin 1141 inSistan, a province in Persia
(Iran]. Moinuddin was orphaned at the age of

legend of M encounter with Lord

Shiva, Irvine wrote: “From this tradition. ..the

Hmduscqual]yvmcmrr the Khwaja with the
Mahomedans™.

One can find such stories about miany Sufi
shrines acrossIndia Sufism, the mystical as-
pectoflslam, emerged between the seventh
and 10th centuries as a counterweight tothe
orthodoy of the clergy, and the increasing
workdliness of the ummah.

Su.ﬁ traditions — especially those of the
Chi ich Moinuddin
and later Sufl masn:rs such as Quthuddin
Bakhtiyar Kaki, Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliva,
and Masiruddin Mahmud Chiragh Dehlavi,
all of Delhi, belonged — drew heavily from
pre-existing local practices, whichwen seen
as heretical in orthodox Islam. The Chishti
saints in India preached a message of toler-

14, He was seton hi journey after.a
chance encounter with a wandering mystic
named Ihrahim Qandozi, who s said to have
advised him to seek out the truth that lay be-
yond loneliness, death, and destruction
(Jaffer). By the time he tumed 20, Moinuddin
had travelled widely, and had studied theol-
gy, grammar, philosophy, ethics, and reli-
gion in the seminaries of Bukhara and
Samarkand.

In Herath [in present-day Afghanistan ),
Muoinuddin met Khwaja Usman Harooni, a
Sufi master of the Chishti order, inwhom he
found a mentor and spiritual teacher, and
was initiated into the Chishti silsila( chain of
spiritual descent ]

Moinuddin  accepted  Qutbuddin
Bakhtiyar Kaki as his first follower, with
whom he journeyed to Multan, where he

Asthe 5Cheld in the Bibhu Prosod Adhansa
judgement, “there is no embargo on consid-
ering the plea of absence of sanction, after
cognizance is taken by the Special Court of
the offences punishable under Section 4 of
the PMLAS

studied Sanskrit and talked to Hindu schol-
ars. He then went to Lahore, then to Delhi,
and finally reached Ajmer in 1191

He met his wife, Bibi Ummatullah, in
Ajmer, and decided to stay in the dty, "The
modest home of Bibi and Muinuddin made
of mud soon became a refuge for all those
w‘Jthmlt roof, shelter or food, and Iur those
= eand peace, Hi
amazing acts of selflessness earned
Muinuddin the title of Gharib Nawaz, or
friend of the poor,” Jaffer wrote.

Development of the shrine

Moinuddin died in 1236, "On the death
of the Khwaja, his remains were interred in
the cell in which he lived, but no masenry
tombwas built over them. Infact he appears
to have been forgotten in Ajmer,” Sarda
Wi,

A pucca mausoleum for the pir was first
constructed inthe 1460s by the Khalji rulers
of Mahwa(not tobe confused with the Khalji
sultans of Delhi). Sultan Mahmud Khan
Khalji and his son Ghiyasuddin built the
Buland Darwaza, the dargah’s massive
northern gateway.

The architecture of this gateway has been
cited in the petition. Quoting Sarda, the peti-
tion says that “this gate is supported on ei-
ther side by three-storied chatrees of carved
stone, the spoils of some Hindu building. The
materials and the style of these chatrees
plainly betray their Hindu origin._. It is also
stated that these chatrees and the
gate...formed part of an old Jain temple,
which was demolished™

The current white marble dome of the
Ajmer Dargah was built in 1532, during the
reign of the Mughal emperor Humayun, ac-
cording to an inscription on the northem
wall of the building.

But the real expansion in Ajmer took
place during the reign of Akbar, who was a
great devotee of a later Chishti saint, Salim
(Chishti of Fatehpur Sikri

“By 1579 Akbar had come on pilgrimage
tothe dargah of Mu'inal-Din Chishtiin Ajmer
fourteen times._ The construction of religious
SHTUCHUIES Was by the new status
that Akbar's interest in the Chishti sect con-
ferred upon the dty; this was enhanced by
imperial decree,” historian Catherine B Asher
wrote in her seminal work Architecture of
Mughal India [1992),

In the early 15705, Akbar had a mosque
— now referred to as the Akbari Masjid —
builtto the west of the shrine’s southern en-
trance.

Further construction took place during
the reigns of emperors [ahangir{ 1605-27)
and Shah Jahan [ 1628-58 . In 1616, Jahangir
had a *gold railing with lattice work" built
around the romb of the saint.

Whois ‘Chill Guy’, and what his popularity says about online meme culture

POULOMIDEB
MEW DELHI, DECEMBER 1

THE IMAGE of the “Chill Guy™ has taken so-
cial media by storm m recentweeks. Brands

American artist Philip Banks posted the il-
Iustration on X in October last year, saying,
My newr character, his whole deal is he's a

‘coming their way.
The laidback Chill Guy also presents a
marked contrast to other recent social me-

chill guy that lowhey doesn't give a k™ dia trends originating in the US.
On Instagram Reels, Chill Guy is often For example, Singer Charli XOx(s “Brat™
pam:d with American singer-songwriter ‘women being “con-
s soft piano song Hinoki fident, independent or hedonistic” (as the

and | ured toem-
brace the latest viral meme: a human-like
g in a swieater, jeans and sneakers, with
arms tucked in his pockets

|ll an 1nTtm:w Margaret said she was
burning Hinoki incense while recording it,
a scent “known to reduce

and a bernused smirke. stress, tiredness and stimulate
Chill Guy could be any- the brain™
wh:n: -afield full of flowers
b SOMmE- CULTURE What Chill Guy's
um:‘sfaoc The BJs X account appeal?
recently posted a wersion, with Prime downside of being online all the
Minister 2 on .Theac-  timeisthe an unend-

companying text described him as a “chill
guy who defies all odds and delivers land-
slide \ﬂcmtncs in Har)\ana & Maharashtra”,

ing stream of thoughts and images, Chill
Guy's nonchalance, forone, resonates with
chronically online people who battle the

wding the found popu-

larity, Chill Guy has bncn around fora while.

hat ironic pressure to seem de-
tached amidst the stream of information

Collins Dictiomary defines "brat™). Similarly,
“sigma males” project assertiveness and
discipline.

Chill Guy is not trying to project any-
thing — hwe's just chill. This also lends him
well o several meme templates and sce-
narios, with his impassive expression a
blank canvas for everyone to blend their
brands of humour,

In some comers of Instagram, he's seen
asa representative of men's desire to relax
From pasitions of “responsibility”, in others,
he's messed up animportant work task and
isokay withit.

Some iterations of Chill Guy even find

The Chill Guy’ character was created
by artist Philip Banks. xj@xdern

come with life-changing advice about your
mental health. He Is.thus. avessel for both
endles i fof faith,
appealing to a range of people on the
Internet. Animations of him talking have
also surfaced. Throughout it all, his impas-
sive expression never changes.

What has happened to Chill Guy and his
creator since the meme erupted?

This November, just as Chill Guy was
gaining momentum, a cryphocumency o-
ken named "Chil lGuy™ was released. Since
November 15, its value has shot up to over
3500 million, thoughit has reportedly since
declined o $483 million as of November
30 according to crypto tm:lu:l ‘website

ing that he had obtained copyright on his
illustration and would be taking legal ac-
tion against “unauthorised merchandise
and sh*tcoins.” In another post on
Instagram, he decried all crypto-related ac-
tivities using the image.

Banks said he was fine with brands us-
ing the image, with credit. Banks has also
tagged brands such as Adidas to demand
that they properly credit him for using the
image in their content.

Theartist has also been the target of ha-
rassment, revealing on X that his private de-
tails had been leaked online.

He is currently crowdfunding to make:
Chill Guy plush toys and partnering with
brands such as Sprite London to make reels

himin situations that joke about engaging
in"toxic” relationships or substance abuse,
ultimately remaining unbathered. Others

ap. The reported

t.hat ‘ChillGuy” outperformed other “meme

coins” such as Dogecoin | DOGE ) and Shiba
Inu{SHIB),

Philip Banks issued a statement clarify-

based on the character. Banks is al:
imenting with variations on the Chill Guy
character.
LONGER VERSIONON
indianexpress comexplained
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Misplaced creativity

In order to push boundaries to stand out,
brands often send confusing messages

HE UNRELENTING BACKLASH against Jaguar’s rebranding exer-
cise ralses a relevant question: Why do some of the most iconic
companies make mistakes in theirbrand communication that chip
away at their reputation? The reasons can be many — taking the
audience for granted, failure of adequate research, a temporary creauvlty
block, ete. Isun_hebiggexlreasmus thatin ﬂaeirurgum dosomething diffi
et wh their ..udlemeuandhtauheywam
In]agua.r’a.caw it'sall ﬂuaaml more.The company recently refreshed itslogo
and brand presence, doing away with the iconic leaping big cat in favour of
curvy typography and new credos:"Copy nothing, Delete ordinary™

Atfirstglance, there bs nothing wrong inall these fora brand which is seek-
ing to reinvent and reimagine itself as an all-electric vehicle maker. Jaguar
has said the advertisernent marks the “reveal of a completely reimagined
brand"and that the next stage in the transformation will be revealed on
Decemnber 2. The company has also said it needed to re-establish the brand
atacompletely different price point and hence wanted to move away from
traditional automotive stereotypes. But one fails to understand how featur-
ing catwalk models with asymmetrical haircuts and brightly coloured, haute
couture cdothing walking around a Mars-like landscape bathed in bright pink
will attract youngerand richer custormers,

The controversy Is the latest example of a brand pursuing an appar-
ently “woke” agenda to appease and hopefully attract socially conscious,
younger audiences, But at what cost? In recent years there has been a
super-charging of brands jumping on the social responsibility band-
wagon and creating polarising ads that alienate loyal customers as they
aggressively market messages of diversity and empowerment. It's given
rise tathe popular refrain of “Go Woke, Go Broke” — a powerful consumer
backlash where fed-up customers boycotta brand tosend a clear message
of their dissatisfaction. Brands need not always hijack sociopolitical
causes and realign thelrvalues toappease younger audiences aml rl.sklm.
ing their core demographic. More img Iy, Jaguar's reb
confusing messages mthemungeraudienmaamlL

Jaguarwould d hatit’sa botched-upjoband withdraw
before it's too late. Many other llustrious peers have done precisely that.
Apple, for example, withdrew its “Crush" campaign for its {Pad Pro 2024
‘which depicted musical instruments and creative tools being crushed by a
hydraulic prw., unvmling the sleek gadget in the end. The ad hita raw nerve

: Opmion

HE WORLD BANK'S India
Development Update,
released in September, rec-
ommended that the country
revisit its commitments to
plurilateral trade deals, especially the
Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEF). The RCER, the nego-

® TERMS OF TRADE
INDIA'S ABSENCE FROM SUCH A MARKET WOULD DISADVANTAGE BOTH ITS CONSUMERS AND FIRMS

Rethinking RCEP

AMIT KAPOOR

Chair, Institute for Competitiveness

fwhich saw India play a pivotal
role right from the commencement of
talks in 2013, is a free-trade agreement
(FTA) between the 10 ASEAN (Associa-
tion of South East Asian Nations) coun-
tries and the advanced economies of
South Korea, Japan, China,Australia,and
New Zealand. The reasons cited by Indian
stakeholders fornot jeining the partner-
ship were trade imbalances, especially
with China, and concerns about safe-
guardingdomestic industries.

It has been empirically established
that open trade flows contribute to the
competitiveness of any economy with
freer economies tending to be richer.
Despite sustained economic growth

to diversify and upgrade its export capa-
bilities. With the unpredictable trade
atmosphere and rise of protectionism in
the Western world, the RCEFwould have
provided a fertile ground for diversifica-
tion away from the traditional markets
and opportunities for productivity
growth and innovation.

The appanents of the trade deal

an unfair trade balance across the part-
mnership. It has been argued that entering
the RCEPwould be detrimental to India's
already burgeoning trade deficit of $85
billionwith China.lfahigher trade deficit
is considered a deterrent to free trade,
then it should alsobe noted that the trade
deficit with ASEAN countries has risen
from $9 hillion in 2016 to $43 billion in

intt al FTAsthat

2022 EPcoun-

surpassing global headwinds, the share
of trade in goods and services in India’s
GDP has heen falling over the years.

dominated by

the services sector and high-skilled
manufacturing. Such sectors, thaugh
slgmircam in ahwlute numbers,donot

the population.
'll\lsha! hecume meore prominent asthe
direct employment from exports fell
from a peak of 9.5% of total domestic
employmant in 20012 to 6.5% in 2020.
Despite accounting for 40% of formal
manufacturing jobs, India's labour-
i ive industries such as textile and

rushing creativi Tes
good intentions have gone hmﬁhly\-mmg Earmmp}e cm.e I'Epsi ad fea-

almost

i dy,as itwasintery 1 i

apparel accounted for roughly 20% of
manufacturing gross value added (GVA)

tured Kendall jennerending aheavily policed den I
officer a can of Pepsi. While Pepsi was trying to“project a global f

tothe 70%sh, f the capi-

unity, peace, and understanding”, the brand was accused of trivlalislng
protests — in this case, the Black Lives Matter movement. The video was
removed 24 hours later, Grabbing the attention of consumers is becoming
increasingly difficult, so brands want to push boundaries to stand out. But
companies like Jaguar must drawa line here. Done right, you can tapinto the
aeitgeist. Done wrong, you might be seen as an outdated relic. The bottom
line is this: Creating controversial ads can be a fine line between an ad that
gets people talking and one that consigns your brand to the binof shame,

There are bigger threats
to whales than windmills

PRESIDENT-ELECT DOMNALD Trump has used saving whales, of all things, asa rea-
son he has promised to shut down all US offshore wind energy projects when he
takes office. He claims windmills make noise, “causing them to die in numbers
never seen before” and it's "driving them crazy” He lamented the fate of whales
just days before the election on the Joe Rogan show.

[t shouldn't uch nuance toac fal fi
wind industry while also dismissing the absurd idea that whall:swl]l benefit in any
way fi ing wind energy with Fassil
onlydirtierbut theirextraction and transport create far more underwater noise.

Butwith Trump's election, some power companies are already pulling back on
plans. TotalEnergies said this wnek thatit had halted a project tobuild enough off-
shore windmills to supply energy to 3 million people. Still, it will be difficult for
Trump to keep his pledge to kill all offshore wind development on *Day One”,
Experts say expanding offshore wind aligns with Trump's economic and energy-
independence gaals.

Scientists have arange nfvlewa onthe pntemlal harm ofunnd energy produc-
tion. Josh Axelrod argued in that Elslr‘twhatskl.]llng
‘whales, and others have asserted there is no evidence that wind power is tied to
the creatures’ deaths. Others have advocated that the US adopt noise mitigation
measures, which are mandatory in Europe. | heard that view at a recent meeting
of the Acoustical Society of America. There, Michael
Stocker, an expert in bioacoustics, talked about the
impact of offshore wind on whale deaths.

Stocker, founder of the California-based group
Ocean Conservation Research, said he was asked to
i i astring of whale deaths off the coast of
New Jersey in late 2022 and early 2023, The deaths

ided with 11 surveys using sound
mn sea floor in preparation for wind farm EDI'I!lﬂ.II:
tion. Most of the dead whales showed signs of injury
from ship strikes, but he wondered whetherthe noise
from so many concurrent surveys contributed by
compromising

He'snot convinced we knaw enough about the effects of constructing the mas-
sive farms to be sure they're safe, The surveying is just the baginning, he said, fol-
lowed by months of much louder pile dri

But the surveys and even the pile driving associated with wind turbines are
faint compared with the seismic surveys used to prospect for offshore oil. These
surveys involve blasting the oceans with air guns to map deep beneath the sea
floor, and the sound carries for hundreds of miles.

‘Wind farm surveys and construction "are a teeny, weeny little impact com-
pared to the absolutely monstrous, hellacious impact of seismic air guns”, said
David Haskell, an evolutionary biologist whowrote about underwater noise in his
book Souwnds Wild and Broken."We're creating an acoustic hell for many marine
creatures.” Shipping is the most relentless source of underwater noise,and about
half of shipping is devoted to moving fossil fuels, Haskell said.

Moise has an impact on all kinds of marine creatures and can even kill some
small organisms, said Carlos Duarte, a biclogist at King Abdullah University of Sci-
ence and Technology in Saudi Arabia and lead author of a 2021 paper in Science
titled"The soundscape of the Amhmpul:ene ocean”. Ships create booming under-
waternoise because theirp —the
That can be reduced bya Eal:wrof 10, he said, by switching to ele:lnc ships.

It would be a mistake to react to Trump's nuagul.dnd concern with overconfi-
dent assertions that offshore wind power is automatically harmless tomarine lifie.
The crucial point is that it can be made reasonably safe, while there's no safe way
to implement a"drill, baby, drill” strategy and continue to power the world with
massive amounts of fossil fuel.

Ifwe really care about whales, even wind power should be subject to continued
study and noise mitigation.

FD FLAM

Blaamberg
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tal-i ive sector. Even in the tradi-
tional strongheld of service sector
exports, India serves only 4.3% of the
global demand. These numbers high-
light the huge potential for the country

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM
® PERVASIVE GROWTH

Vice-president Jagdeep Dhankhar

India is a country that is on the rise — when
you look at the sea, when you look at the land,
when you lock at the sky, and when you look at space

solar cells and electric vehides, Similatly,
the growing electronics industry wit-
nessed importsof electronic partsto the
tune of 512 billion in 2023-24, more
than half of total impaorts.

However, this shift in the Chinese
economy leaves space for countries to fill
in the low-skill manufacturing sector,
After reaching its peak in 2015, China's
share in the export of textile, leather,
apparel, and footwear products has fallen
oonsistently, However, as the World Bank
report notes, the biggest beneficiaries of
this gap havebeen Bangladesh, Vietnam,
Poland, Germany,and France_Acommon
market would provide India with an
opportunity to capitalise on this trend
and leverage the vast industrial land-
scape to improve capacity. An indepen-
dent study found that upon ;Dlnlng the
RCEF, the Indian ecor

ratified by India with 13 out of 15 RCEP tries, Indiah theoldest FTAswith
countries over the years. the ASEAN. China was also
However,multiplebilateral claimed to be the b
aglenme’nl! Ieg|d to com- An indepandent beneficiary of free trade in
plex business environ-  Study foundthat 0 jeep Trade deficits of
ments as busi must  upon joining the  SouthKorea and Japanwith
navigate numerous rules RCEP, the Indian mxtxudﬁhaun
and regulations instead of rthe implementa-
ol system. Add lcon?rlw eould tion of the RCEF. However,
to this infrastructure and gain up to this is a binary analysis as
logistics limitations, tech- $60 billion by the two countries have sig-
nological and skill gaps, 2030 nificant non-tariff barriers

and policyuncertainty,and  e————— 0

it's arecipe for adecrease in
India’s participation in the global value
chai theyears. India's exps
the RCEPsupply chain would be further
exacerbated by the "cumulation rule™
According to this, to qualify for the tax
breaks in the RCEP market, a firm must
prove that at least 40% of its product
components are manufactured in an
RCEF country. As a result, an Indian
product not part of the RCEPwould fail
to qualify for similar tax breaks.

The biggersticking pointin the debate
has been the outsized presence of China
and its opaque practices contributing to

consumer  goods
through complex regula-
ibledistri-

tor
butien channels amaong others. These
measures show that it is possible to safe-
guard consumer interests without losing
out onfreetrade prospects.
Additionally, concerns were raised
around the Indian micro, small, and
medium enterprises’ ability to survive
the onslaught of Chinese traded goods.
However, such an approach is too sim-
plistic in the wider scheme. Chinese
exports have, over the years, shifted
away from low-skill manufactured out-
put towards high-tech products such as

to $60 billien by 2030, second r.mly tr.l
China's §80 billion gain.

In a world that is dependent on sup-
ply chains, India’s absence from a mar-
ket of such gargantuan proportions

b di agebothits

and firmes. Besides losing out on cheaper
imports, Indian firms would also lose
out on competitiveness behind tariff
walls. The geopolitical threats from
(China are still being tackled by other
RCEF countries such as Japan and Aus-
tralia. However, the economic opportu-
nities that surface with this agreemant
are harder to ignore, despite these con-
cerns in a changing world erder. Expo-
sure to global trends is thus necessary
foreconomic agents to become g]uball;
competitive. Turning our back on RCE
or'opennass"ingeneral does not sit wall
with our ambitions to scale the ranks of
the trillion-dollar-plus economies.

Co-authored with Prodeep Puri
and Shrey Tiwari, respectively
senior fellow and researchor, Institute
JforCompatitiveness

Q2 GDP numbers have positive takeaways

MADAN SABNAYIS

Chief economist, Bank of Baroda

Based on the buoyancy seen in services and a
possible rebound in industry to an extent,
around 7.5% growth in H2 cannot be ruled out

THE GDP MUMBERS for Q 2FY 15 came
as a major surprise as no forecaster pre-
dicted a figure close to 5.4%. But there
are several positives when one looks
closer. Sector-wise analysis shows that
fourof theeight did better than last year
while one recorded high growth ona
high base, though numerically lower.

First,agricultural growthwas higher
at 3.5%. 02 includes September, which
iswhen the kharif harwest starts. Given
that area sown has been higher across
most crops, output can beexpected tobe
better this season. Thus, higher growth
can be expected in Q3, when the crop is
harvested.Add tothis the high reservoir
levels, and this means that the rabi crop
can be expected to be very good in the
absence of anyweather shocks in March-
April. Hence, the rural story can only get
better in Hx which is positive for con-
5umptLon.Thia bodes wel] fior fertilisers
and other inputs on the supply side and
two-wheelers, tractors, electronics, and
consumer goods on the demand side.

Second, the services sector has
posted higher growth rates this quar-
ter. The trade, transport, huspltallty,
and mmmumratlnn

e-commerce sites,

The finance and real estate sector
grew by 6.7% compared to 6.20 last
year. It should be remembsered that this
was also the period of slower growth in
bank deposits as savers migrated to cap-
ital markets, keeping growth subdued.
This had been reversed

value added from construction was
lower at 7.7%, which is impressive as it
follows 13.6%: growth from last year.

hereareli hroad
:onstlumon (In the government's
purview) as well as housing, which wit-
nessed a lull in Septermber but has since

and higher growth can be expected 1{1
H2. Further, the economy is now in the
conventional busy season, where
demand for credit picks up. This can be
seen in the rather stable growth in
credit to large industry as of October,

picked up during the festive season. This
means that the underperformer has
been industry, which includes mining,
manufacturing, and electricity.
In case of mining and Elecmclly,
1% .and 3.3
I{Em the base effects were stark, at

Therefore, higher growth 11.5%and 11. L%mapec
expectedinga. | The trade,transport, [ L o
The third component hospitality, and all growth inindustry and
— public administration, icati GDP, the statistical base
personal services, and segments grew by effect did playa role. These
defence — recorded the statistical effects are
6% over 4.5% last

highest growth rate of

important insofar as

9.1% across the sector  year. This is indicative  future growth rates of

over 7.7% last year. Asig-
nificant component here
is government expendi-
ture, which was subdued
in November. In fact, government

by
6% over 4. 50 last year. r.This Ismdlca-
tive of the spending seen this quarter,
which will only accelerate in the com-
ing months. There has been a major
push in the "experience spending” by
households this season, which will
manifest in continued expansion. The
Q2 numbers donot capture the festive
spending, which has shown enhanced
sales both in physical outlets aswell as

ding was slow in the first few
mumhs of the year and has picked up
quite sharply in the last couple of
months. This means that the tempo of
growth will be maintained as the dif-
ferent departments work to meet
expenditure targets.

Therefore, the picture on twa major
segments — agriculture and services —
is positive, with little apprehension.
Then where has the problem been? The

THE EDITOR

Trump’s tariff threats

President-elect Donald Trump's
recent warning to the BRICS nations
has raised significant glnhal ecanamic

making them significantly mare
expensive for American consumers.
and businesses. This could lead to
inflationary pressures, disrupted
globnl supply chains, and strained

concerns. He has th dto
impose a 100% tariff on these nations
if they attempt to undermine the US
dollar in international trade. The
potential consequences of this move
are profound. A 100% tarifwaould
affectively dovble the cost of
imported goods from BRICS nations,

trade rel.anuns BRICS
natlnns might also accelerate efforts
to establish alternative currencies for
trade, necessitating substantial
coordination and investment in
financial systams. The global
econamic community is watching
clasely, anticipating the broader

of the spending
seen this quarter

segments in industry and
services canbeinfluenced
by them, as the overall
economic growth was
highat &.2% last year.In fact, electricity
consumption was high in Q2 until mid-
August due to extreme heat conditions
in several states, pushing up demand,
which does not get captured. Further,
mining typically slows down during
monsoon. It can be expected that pro-
ductionwould get better in H2.

This leaves manufacturing, which
has bean the major under-performin,
sector. It has a weight of 17-18% in
gross value added {GVA). Here, the per-

implications for trade dynamics
and economic stability.
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh

Collective climate control

Apropos of “Towards a resilient Asia®
(FE, Movemnber 30), the recently-
concluded COP29 s a stark remindar
ofthe fact that developed nations are
elusive in fulfiling their commitment
towards global climate control.
Thaugh they assured $1.3 billion by
2035, it seems dubious, The anus thus

formance has been K-shaped, with some
sectors doing well and others lagging.
This is revealed in the profit and loss
accounts of companies for Q2. This has
been the single most important factor
forpulling down growth, as profitability
has been low at the aggregate level Sec-
tors such as steel, refinery, chemicals,
etc.have recorded lower growth in prof-
its,which has affected value addition.
The government too has done some
subsidy front-loading this quarter, as
can be seen in the monthly budgetary
accounts. This has created a negative
wedge between GVA and GDP growth.
Therefore, while the Q2 numbers are a
negative surprise, the internals reveal
stable growth in several segments. Con-
sumption growth at 9.6% in nominal
terms is higher than that of nominal
GDP growth, which is a positive sign.
Based on farm prospects as well as
the government's aim to meet bud-
getary outlays, H2 growth would be
higher. The risk factor would be corpo-
rates, also facing rising input costs.
Besides, the base effects of high
of 8.6% and 7.8% in H2FY24 will also
affect the future growth numbers. Based
onthe buoyancy seen in services in par-
ticularand a possible rebound in indus-
trytoan extent, growth of around 7.5%
inH2 cannot be ruled out. This can make
the overall growth average around 6.6-
6.8%, which, though lower than earlier
projections of above 70, would provide
abase for stronger growth in FY 26,

Virtws are personal

lies on Asian countries to stabdise the
climate fund by generating their part
in their own markets, Indifferent
countries like the US have lost their
interest on climate control. Bath China
and India must take the lead in climate
control as the Asian majors and they
could coordinate with other countries
inthe continent for major changes
tothe Asian mission.

—MNR Nagarajan, Sivakasi

@Write to us at feletters@ex pressindia.com
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STRANGE ARE THE WAYS OF OPPOSITION PARTIES

HY is it that the politi-

chans are losing balance
in the country and crossing all
limits. of decency while making
public statements? In November,
the Trinamool Congress leader
(TMC) and West Bengal minister
Akhil Giri made questionable res
marks against the President of In-
dia Drvoupadi Murmae The TMC
beader fxced strang criticism From
BIP and even from his own party
after he made comments about
President Murmu’s appearance,
Mot only the minister, the West
Bengal Chiel Minister Mamata
Banerjee also had to apologise for
this.

After the major Mow suffered
by Congressded Maha Vikas
Aghadi in Maharashira, the op-
position, particularly the Con-
gress, has come up with the Ba-

hana {alibi} that EV Ms had failed,
They did not stop there. One of
the Congress leaders Bhai Jagtap
commented, “EC is a dog sitting
onitside the PMs house”

The Congress high command
which waves a copy of the Con-
stition saying that they only
can protect it did not apologise,
nor disd it pull up the leader who
macle such a comment. One of
their spokespersons on TV said
one should not ke it lierally and
went on (o question the surge in
poll percentage afier the time for
polling was over. This despite the
ECIs explanation a day earlier on
why the percentage figures differ.
‘What'’s morne, tll Sunday Congress
\|!d not file any complaing with the

ECL.

The Congress had no com-
plaimts about EV'Ms when it won

the Karmataka elections. EVMs
worked  perfectly  when  they
won the Telangana and recent
Jharkhand elections. They also
worked very well when the Con-
gress won in Himachal Pradesh
and Privanka Gandhi Vadra gou
a record victory in Wayanad bt
the same EVMs have become vil-
lains in Haryana and Maharashtra
polls. In April 2024, when the op-
position raised the issue of mal-
functioning of EVMs, the ECT in
a written allidavit to the Supreme
Court said that o mismatch had
been detected ever between the
voles counted in the Electronic
Vating Machines and the Voter
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail slips
(VVPATE), It said that it matched
the EVM voles with more than
4 crore VVPAT slips and o in-
stance of mismatch was found.

S2ill, the opposition is not willing
o accept their Fall ures.

Let us look at the political sce-
narie in the two Telugu states.
There is a lot of bugzz in the BRS in
Telangana and YSRCP in Andhra
Pradesh that Jamili elections (One
nation one election) would hap-
pen soom, and that they are going
o be back in power anytime now.
Wha told them that elections will
take place now? Are they foaling
themselves or trying 10 fool the
vaters? There is no doubt, the BJP
wants o get the bill on ‘One Na-
tion One Election’ passed in the
winter session of the Parliament.
That docs not mean that the clee-
tions would be held immediately.
There is a long process before it
can be implemented.

Moreover, if ‘one nation one
election” becomes a reality, it

would be for 2029 elections. It is
hard to believe that these politi-
cal parties which swear 1o protect
the Constitution do ot know this
weality, Apparently, they are irying
1o migead their party rank and
file and the people of the country.

But they should undersiand
that the partics and the leaders
cannot mislead the voters. They
are much more intelligent and in-
formed than political parties. The
YSRCP and the BRS seem 10 be
working in tandem, The YSRCP
chiel i even planning 1o go on
district tours saying they are sure
1o be back in power very soon,
Its high time these keaders came
out of dream bind and worked for
the welfare of the people. They
should first learn to respect peo-
ples verdict by attending the As-
sembly sessions.

‘HEARTBREAKINGLY DEVASTATING’

US Reportedly Plans to Approve $680 Million in Arms to Israel

Jessica CoRBETT

UST hours after a cease-
fire between the Leraeli
government and Leba-
ese group Hezbollah took
effect, the Financial Times
revealed that “US. Presi-
dent Joe Biden has provi-
sionally approved a $680
millien weapons sale o Is-
rael” which has also spent
the past nearly 14 months
decimating the Hamas-gov-
erned Gaza Strip.

Citing unnamed people
familiar with the matter, the
Eritish newspaper reported
that U5, officials recemtly
bricfed Congress on  the
plam to provide thousands
of additional jolnt direct at-
tack munition kits to lsrael,
known as JDAMS, as well as
hundreds of small-diameter
bambs”

The Biden administra-
thons decision 1o advance
the sale was subsequently
confirmed by  Reuters,
which reported that “the
package has been in the
works for several months,
It was first brought 1o the
congressional  committees
in September then submi
ted for review in October”
Human rights advocates
critical of Israels assaults on
Lebanon and Gaza - which
has bed to a genocide case
at the International Court
of Justice and International
Criminal Court (ICC) ar-
rest warrants for  lsraeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Metanyahu and former De-
fense Minister Yoav Gallant
= responded with alarm

to the new reporting. “IF

5 more women join
Inddia’s workfisree, the
country stands on the brink
of a ive eco-

these reports are trug, il
hearibreakingly  devastat-
ing news) sabd Ammesty
International USA. "These
are the weapons that our re-
search has shown were used
e wipe out entine families,
without any  discernable
military objective.”

Amnesty  highlighted
a trio of resolutions from
Sen. Bernie Sanders (1-V)
that would have halted
some arms sales o lsrael
Althaugh they failed 1o pass
the Semate last week, the
group was among several
that noted over the course
of three votes, 17, 18, and
19 senators supported halt-
ing weapons sales, “send-
ing a clear signal that U5,
policy must change”

“Yet, the Riden admin-
istration seems 1o be ready
and willing to keep piling
more and more, despite
Gaza descen into what
President Biden just yes-
terday described as “hell”
Amnesty added  Wednes-
day. "Sending more weap:
ons that have been used
o maim and kill with im-
punity doesn’t just put in
jeopardy Palestinian lives
and the elusive cease-fire
the president is seeking, but
also President Bidens own
legacy”

The Institute for Middle
East Understanding Policy
Project declared  Wednes-
day that “President Biden
is spending the fimal days
of his presidency going
against the will of most

Awordhstowesmm assossmenm. around
1,15,000 to 1,60,000 Russian troops have died,
90% of the personnel it had at the beginning
of the war. While another 5,00,000 have been
injured. To offset these losses, Russia has
been recruiting 20,000 new soldiers a month.
Recruiting soldlers into the amy has never been
thateasy in Russia even during peacetime.
Relying on the North Korean military offers
anothersolution, but North Korean troops have
ne combat experience

Americans, LLS. law, and in-
ternational law™ “The weap-
ons included in this pack-
age have been used by Isracl
in numenous apparent war
crimes” the organization
noted. “On July 13, 2024,
Tsrael amtacked a so-called
“safe zon’ in al-Mawasi, in
which internally displaced
Palestinians were  shelter-
ing, killing a1 least 90 peo-
ple and injuring hundreds
mare. A CNN investigation
found that lsrael carried ow
this attack with at least one
1DAM”

John Ramming Chappell,
an adviser on legal and pol-

icy issues at the Center for
Civilians in Conflict, simi-
larly stressed that “these are
the very same weapons that
for months Tsraeli forces
have used to kill Palestinian
civilians and vielate inter-
mational humanitarian baw.”
“Continuing arms transfers
risks making the United
Sutes and US  officials
complicit in war crimes,”
he said, “These arms sales

are unlawiul as a matter of

both LS, and international
law. They are immaoral, The
congressional  committees
of jurisdiction can and must
place & hold on the sales”

Sarah Leah Whitson, ex-
ecutive director of Democ-
racy for the Arab World
Now, pointed out that “aid-
ing and abetting war crimes
and crimes against human-
ity is itself a crime for which
LS. officials may (and
should) face prosecution at
the IC

Neither the US. nor [s-
rael is a state party 1o the
Rome Statute of the 10C,
though Palestine is. Both
the Biden administration
and President-elect Donald
Trump’s pick for national
security adviser have at-
tacked the warranis for Is-
raeli leaders,

In a speech 1o lsraclis on
Tuesday, Netanyahu said
that one of the reasons for
the cease-fire in Lebanon ~is
b give aut forces a breather
and replenish stocks. And |
say it openly, it s no secret
that there have been big de-
lays in weapons and muni-
tions deliveries. These de-
lays will be resolved soon,
We will receive supplics of
advanced weaponry  that
will keep our soldiers safe
and give us more strike
[nn'E 1o complete our mis-
sion”

According o the Finan-
clal Times: US. officlals
have denied there is any
explicit link between the
cease-fire deal and approval
for the latest weapons de-
livery. While the cease-fire
deal includes a so-called
side letter from the U5, to
Isracl. setting out Wash-

INDIA'S WORKFORCE TRANSFORMATION
A Rising Tide of Female Participation

R R b b e Lo o T i Favws Poc = g Rt (F PR

casing the growing number
of women actively seeking
and securing employment.
Additionally, a notable de-

nomic shift thar embodies
the spirit of inclusivity and
opportunity. As women step
into roles across sectors—be
it technol health

cline in the female unem-
ployment rate signals an
increase in job availability,
with women capitalizing on

3
education, or manufactur-
ing—they bring fresh ideas,
skills, and dedication that
fuel economic growth and
enhance workplace dynam-
les.

Unstoppable rise

Between 201718 and
2023-24, India recorded a
remarkable increase in the
Female labor Force Pare
ticipation Rate (LFPR) and
‘Work  Participation  Rate
{WFR) for women, coupled
with a drop in the female
unemiployment rate. This
shift speaks not only 1o eco-
nomic progress but abo o
India's drive toward creating
an equitable, vibrant labor
market where women play
a leading role in shaping the
nation's futare,

Female work  participa-
tion rate (WPR) has nearly
doubled, reflecting a power-
ful wave of women emering
varkous sectors of the work-
force. This shift aligns with a
similar upward trend in the
female labor force partici-
pation rate (LFPR), show

these reflect-
ing both enhanced emplay-
ment access and growing
Job  satisfaction  among
women.

What's driving

the change?

The transformation in fe-
male workforee participa-
tiom is fuelled by several sig-
nificant factors, inchading
educational advancements,
structural shifts in India’s
ceononty, and ||1\|;mml
measurement  in labour
data. One of the most no-
table drivers is educational
advancement, which  has
created a U-shaped trend in
the female labour force par-
ticipation rate (LFPR). As
women pursue education,
their ticipation in the
v-wkfo[:: n]?;«ls this U-
shaped curve, Women with
lower levels of education
often enter the workforce
out of necessity, flling roles
in informal or lower-wage
sectors. At the opposite
end, women with advanced
degrees secure professional
careers, resulting in higher

LFPR at both low and high
ends of educational anain-
mient. This curve reveals a
dip in workforce participa-
tion at the mid-level educa-
tion {secondary level) but
a rise as women achieve
higher qualifications, The
pattern  underscores  the
importance of advanced
education in empowering
women 1o enter meaning-
ful careers, often with better
financial stability and job
satisfaction.

Investing in higher edu-
cation for women, there-
fore, emerges as a strategic
approach to unlocking the
full potential of the female

the economy has expanded,
growth sectors like services,
technology, and manufic-
turing have creaied new
opportunitics beyond tra-
diticnal agriculture, These
sectors are particularly ap-
pealing to women and offer
diverse job roles that were
previously limited, broad-
cning the landscape for fe-
male employment.

At the heart of

India’s growth

The econamic  contribu-
tions of women not only
add depth 1o Indias labour
force bat also help diversify
perspectives in various in-

workforce. By p i

educational attainment, so
ciety can ensure that more
women not only enter the
workforce but also thrive in
roles that fully mi]im their
skills and i

dustries, fresh
ideas and approaches, This
shift is mare than just num-
bers; it signifies a strengths
ening economy that is bets

ter u;uuppul to face ghobal

Structural ;Jn[ls in In-
dia’s economy also play a
significant rode i enhanc-
ing female participation. As

and adapt 1o
(hangl ng economic trends,
As more women find em -
ployment opportunities, the
mation witnesses a steady

ington's suppart for a cer-
tain freedom of Isracli ac-
tom, e familiar with
the uf::ﬂ'.l it included no
guarantees of weapon sales,

US, officials also deny
that there have been de-
liberate delays o weap-
ons shipments, aside from
shipments of 2,000-pound
bombs, which Biden paused
earlier this year over con-
cerns about their use in
densely populated areas of
Gaza,

The Times of sraelreport-
ed that Biden's State Depart-
ment declined 1o confirm
the advancement of the
package bul said that US,
support for lsrael in the face
of Iran-backed threats is
“unwavering” and all weap:
on transfers are carried out
in line with federal law.

“We have made clear
that lsrael  must com-
ply  with  international

homanitarian law, has a
moral obligation and stra-
tegic imperative 1o protect
civilians, investigate allega:
tions of any wrongdoing,
and  ensure  accountability
for any abuses or violathons
of international  human
rights law o internatbonal
homanitarian  law”  the
State Department sald. As of
Wednesday, officials in Gaza
said the death toll had hit
a1 least 44,282 Palestinians
with another 104,880 people
injured.

(Tadpsedi www conmon-
dreams.ong/)

Female Labor Force Metrics (2017-18vs. 2023-24)

Mebric WiTiE  2023-M
Wk Panticipation Rate (WPR) (%) 2% 40.3%
Labor Force Pamicipation Rate (LFPR) (%) 23.3%  4L7%
Unemployment Rate (%) 5.6% 32%
march  wwards  gender more women 1o enter the

equality, Womens increas-
ing financial independence
creates a ripphe effect that
uplifis families and com-
munities, bringing about
meaningful soclal change.
When women  contribute
fimancially to their house-
Tholds, Families are often able
o invest more in education,
aceess better healtheare, and
explore new opportunities.
This empowerment ks trans-
formative. Financially inde-
pendent women are more
likely w0 make decisions
that benefit their children’
futures, and communities
gain when women have the
resources and influence 1o
create lasting positive im-
pacts. The shift towards a
more equitable workforce
enriches the social fabric,
setting a foundation for in-
clusive growth,

With Indias population
growth expected 1o gow in
the coming years, women’s
participation in the work-
force will be vital 1o meet-
ing the countrys future La-
bor demands. Encouraging

workforce is essential for
sustaining Indias economic
momentum. As the demand
for skilled labor rises and
the working-age population
shrinks, a gender-balanced
workforce will be crucial
to maintaining productiv-
ity and addressing future
economic  challenges, By
integrating more  women
into the labor market, India
can cnsure a steady sup-
ply of skilled professionals
to support its diverse ine
dustries, from technology
to healtheare and beyond,
This approach not ealy pre-
pares India for demographic
shiffts but also reinforces the
country’s economic founda-
tien, enabling it to thrive in
a competitive global land-
sApE.

As Indias women con-
tinue W rise, s0 too does
the nation, driven by the
energy, ambition, and talent
af s people. This is maore
than an economic shift—ir's
the dawn of a new era of
empowerment and oppor-
tunity for all. o

® LETTERS

Very disturbing court orders

local court order on a plea to conduct survey in the
rine of Khawaja Garsh Nawaz in Ajmer, chiming
that it was previously a temple, is a very disturbing court
order. The petition filed by Hindu Sena President Vishnu
Gupta is nothing but u:ﬁm cheap publicity, by referring
a book of Har Bilas Sarda and his own “research” of two
years that there was a Shiva temple where the dargah. The
court ordering a survey is nothing but opening a Pandora
box. Smaller Courts are ordering surveys of Masjids like
Gyan Wapi mosque, Shahi Jama Masjsd in Sambhal and
mw in Ajmers Dargah, These types of issues will have
destabilising effect on the country. Governments should
follow the Places of Worship Act 1991,
Lakir Hussain, Kazipet

India’s growth rate decelerates

INI}I.!'S real Grass Damestic Product (GDP) grawth
slumped 10 o seven-quarter bow of 5.4 per cent in July-
September, falling much lower than the consensus esti-
mates of 6.5 per cent. A "shuggish growth” in manufac-
tring and mining along with continued slow pace of
government expenditure and weak private consumption
ed on the cconomic growth, shows data rebeased
by the National Statistical Office (NS0 ). The government
should take cognisance of the causes and take up reme-
dhial measures at the earliest,
C K Ranani, Chennai

Bangla Hindus face persecution

NDIA has been telling Pakistan to protect minorities
since Independence, but g no avall And since 1971,
the same rhetoric was repeated with Bangladesh and
again the result is negative. The present dispensation in
Banglasdesh under the pro-USA Prime Minister Moham-
mad Yunus would do nothing to stop attacks on Hindus
amd their religious places in that country. It is hoped
things might change after Donald Tramp takes over as
the 47th President of the USA in Javuary 2025 until then
nothing is going to change where persecution of Hindus

in “Mg']ld;&hﬂ IEmn«mEl
Govardhana Myneedis, Vijayawada

#id

HE rising attacks on religious minorities and their
places of worship in Bangldesh are alarming. The
Yunus-led government seems 1o be doing pretty litde to
contrel the spreacing of hatred. India should take intia-
tive to persuade Bangladesh government mot to be a mute
spectator to the worsening law and order situation there.
Though its not India’s pcﬁic}' to intervene in the neigh=
bark internal nuatters, it is high time for it to find ways to
protect the interests of minorities there, Also, the com-
ments of Shaikh Hasina, who fled her country and 1ook
refuge in Indla, against the Bangla government would ot

do any good.
D DVG Sankara Rao, Vizlanagaram

wa

s surprising that the people of Bangladesh are con-
uing protests in a violent way to demand ban on
ISKCON even after their court dismissed the petition to
do s0. Don't they have the practice of respecting their ju-
diciary? If the law has no power there, what is the use of
calling that area a country? How long should Hindus be
persecuted there with police connivance? Maybe it is bet-
ter for India to invade Bangladesh and create a separate
country for Hindus there as it did in 1971 for opponents
of Pakistan.

M Chandrasekfuan, Kadapa

Gukesh Vs Ding: A battle of wits

HE ongoing WCC (FIDE 2024) is showcasing a grip-

:f battle between Indian GM D Gukesh and Ding

Liren of China, as they areredefining the art of the game.

Bath players have demonstrated a blend of caution and

brilliance with each accumulating 2.5 points so far. Played

in a best-of- 14 format, the first to reach 7.5 points claims

victory. Though a win still feels distant halfway through,

Inlh pla:mﬂ mdhplayim remarkable resilience, making
i il ache.

PV Prakash, Mumbai

'

Cong must prove charges before EC

C1 has called upon Congress for a personal hearing
on its complaints. It is a good chance for Congress to
question EC1 on adding 76 lakh voters after 5 pim, not tak-
ing proper action on PM for his polarising speeches, EVM
tampering, unprecedented increase of volers after Lok
Sabha elections. It is felt that EVMs were Mpilq‘;‘ BIP to
show more than the votes cast in its favour, and this is so
cven whﬂ\- Congress had won vie, Kamataka, Wayanad.
i ECI ith ding, ILN.ILLA bloc

must insist on paper virting for all upcoming elections.
P R Ravirder, Hyderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

@ sehcaRu e

Orange alert Issued for
seven districts in K'taka

BENGALURL: Cyclone ‘Fengal; forming along the Tamil
Nadu coast, has impacted Karnataka, prompting the In-
dia Meteorological Department (IMD] to issue an orange
alert for seven districts in the southern interior region.

The districts of Chikkamagaluru, Hassan, Kodagu,
Mandya, Mysuru, Shivamogga, and Chamarajanagar are
under an orange alert for heavy rainfall on Monday. A yel-
low alert has also been issued for Bengaburu Urban, Ben-
galuru Rural, Kolar, Ramanagara, Dakshina Kannada, and
Udupi districts.

According to IMD Regional Director C.5, Patil, heavy
to very heavy rainfall is expected in Mysuru, Chamara-
janagar, Shivamogga, Chikkamagaluru, Hassan, Kodagu,
and Mandya. Moderate rainfall is likely in Bengaluru,
Kolar, Chikkaballapur, and Ramanagara, while light rain
is forecast for parts of north interior Karmataka,

Read more at
https:/ /epaper.thehansindia.com
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Steering clear of Trumponomics
would serve other countries well

The US prestdent-elects policy plans will huerd more than help the US and policymakers elsewhere must recognize the risks

JIM O'NEILL

ts @ member of the Pan-European Commission
on Health and Sustainable Development, a
former chairman of Goldman Sachs Asset
Management and a former UK treasury minister

m'nl)nnaI.dTmlm,l Bnominess

president-elect
s determined at beast to try to
deliver on many of his campaign
promises. Ifso, the current news
cyele may have come a8 a welcome surpris
those whio hi ve grown red of elec lN‘]]O.I(Li ]
making lomof
keeping. But as a longtime student and practi-
tioner of the dismal sclience (economics|
reason o belie
what be and
le

y have

s might well be a good idea ut
ssively pursuing illegal immigrants who are
already in the country ks another matter, and ifit s
done inaway that discourages immigrants more
broadly, the United States could lose ane of the key
advantages that it has over many ofits sdvanced-
mumalnypt' TH. “llh(le'nmgr |p|||L trends putting

i [ Europe,
Japan and m ll)}'(ll'lml countries, the US must be
careful tonot join them. Additional workers who
can preserve the size of the labour force need tobe
Found somewhere,

Orconsider Trumpy's two other major campadgn
promises: Significant tax cuts and new 10-20%
tariffs on imports from the rest of the world, with
the rate rising to60% for goods from China, While
it is easy to And economists who will disagree with
eachother on just about any economic-policy
qusﬂ.lum tmmmmhlh( hie e big exception.

sand

would i |||15u:\.w 4 2% tariff on Mexico and Cana
th tfior letting: g

they mainly
wlhn'mu.x.elmmldt'motlullhn ram help
e acountry’s trade deficit. Worse, all the
1 costs and other negati 1
that they produce are well known.
Martin Wolf of the Financial Tises demon-
£ scent commentary. A
unmlr}' balance of payments, he explains, is an
aceounting ldentity (.me-qualmn that must always
neeout). Thus, any deficit on trade (which

o

While the U toreduce its
impaorts from country A, itwill have toimport
more from countries B and C, unbess it reduces
the consumption, investment or government
expenditure that drives its demand for those
imports inthe first place. In fact. this s exactly
what happene the US imposed tariffs on
impaorts from China during Tromp's previous
term. The US continued to import the same
goods, but from other countries, many of which
increased their own imports from China, If
Trump goes shead and slaps punitive tarffs on
those countries too land he recently suggested he

I he US]. the s pattern would
titself,

There is no way around it 1the US truly wants
toreduce its aggregate imports, itwill have to
reduce overall domestic demand; or more pre-
twill have to raise domestic savings relative
vestment needs, which in tum would mean
ned capital from abroad.

huwmn er Trump's promises to cut taxes
and hand out variows other goodies for thoss who
helped elect him. Such medsu Fall els ins
constant, will boost domestic demand; and if they
are applied together with tariffs, they willincrease
the costof living. The inflation that soured so many
voders on Joe Biden's administ tmnh:c.mt.or] but
Trump's agenda could send prices i

re

insofar as they are Trumpian, they toowill fail to
achleve the Since all other
o .

tment needs.

A with Trump's return, wise foreign leaders
would start thinking about how to tackle their

' own long-standing domest|
challenges. Those with excess savin
ple, ought toconsider how to boost
home or reduce the domestic savings
thelrown current troubles, (.
both would be well se
only would it hoost their economies and increase
the ap, ufttullrl..{ade s italso wnulr]mrlms
their he rest of th

 forexam-
stment at
Giiven

iy

And that is before am)unlmg For retaliation by

ather countries, most n{m bch wiould introduce
their own tarifs io hurt
and athers did previeusly when they targeted US
agriculture).

# With Trump's
ow very much
wecan expect tosee more mini-T rumgs

imvogue,
imitiatives popping up around the world. But

MY

y other constructive policy changes could
then follow, China, for example, could reform its
financial sector and allow its currency to acquire
mare of the features that ha 0 socentral

o Ame wability to attract capital from the
rest of the workd.

Future US leaders might then be less cavalier
about dictating terms to others, not least becanse
otherswould no longer be so dependent on the US
and its currency. E2024/PROJECT SYMDICATE
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Saudi Arabia’s popular culture
is changing with liberalization

Rivadhi moves to open wp the kingdom have had a positive impact

SHULI REN

|s & Bioomberg Opinlon columnist covering
Aslan markets.

s inprecedented attempst
an ol economy to

something more sustainableseems o
be churning along nicely. The female
Labour participation rate has nearly dou-
bled to 36% from 2016, the year Crown
Prine bin Salman laid out his

i Ars

It has long been a developed country in
terms of infrastructure BTockmear

Visdon 2030, Unemployment is ata record
borw. Last vear, the numbser of domestic and
foreign tourists exceeded 100 million for

aside, what's Saudi
1y Like? Curlous. [ did some
king advantage of a new
ih.

are|

Ingun lmi.nlmnl
culture has incre

1 From absout 12% in
year, secording to

"
ofhouseholds flllln4?'\s|n 2016, when the

slashed g
gm :mcl. [ u:e'tl landowners whi left plots

The two fi centres haw heen
-ﬂronp;llmmngtmnnmlt‘llt~. (v

each other’s howrse Llllla_-, Pacificstarted
adirect lllghll Last nmnth Before the
trip, our

Aand [wer

lending now
ACCOUNIES ﬁarm“l.rl\'aqu arter of banks” todal
outstanding credit. As testament to the
buzzing economy, rents are growing at a

warrying that we might get stappecd
on thee street for not dressing conserva-
tively enough. We were also a bit nervous
absoant our road tip—afterall, women were
forbidden from driving until mid-2018.
What we found was an open 3 i

in as well as any foreigners would in Aba
Dhabi or Dubai, and we didn’t spot the
mugch-feared religlous police, In Medina,
wearcidentally roamed into the courtyard
of the Prophet's Moscue, not knowing it
was for Muslims only. When a policeman
asked us o leave, hl\mne'vml. apologetic.

1

brisk 1% id inedinf if e
triate workers and large redevelopment
plans in Riyadh and Jeddah.

As part of Vision 2030, Rivadh aims to
lovwer the Saudi unemployment rate and
increase | businesses’ contribution to
theeconomy. It's making progress on both
Fromts, whil ltural opening is giving
young Saudis incentives towork.

The prince is falling shor on some of his
ation's human rights
record remainsa serious conce
who post online about gende

cansuffer decades-longg jal

i anation 'A'|)l’ﬂ’|])l’|l!'ﬂ|:ll] age s 30, Per-
hapsbecause of the desert heat, night |
booming. From Riyadh's Boulevard City

N2 [\'mm.ll.‘ilalu-.lawmqummmt'n
umhl-um amal an’ L

tinelwdes an park,
mn:lml cimemas and redall stores, to Jed-
i waterfront, people crowded

singing. dancing and hanging

outincafes and hookah lounges well into

tlw night. Female drivers are common-
Sal

Last year, net fiwreign di inve
accounted foronly L2%of GDP, well below
Visbon 203055, 7% target. In addition, for-

long lowing abayas as well as face
cowerings, Eashionistas have tossed off their
hijab and are wearing their abaya like a
cloak. Nowone cast approving glances.

What about men? We took plenty of
Uber rides and talked to Saudi drivers. Ome
fuipped that traffic in Riyadh got worse
after women hegan driving. A 69-vear-old
in Jeddah said he was okay that two of his
five adult children w
22-year-obd said he was a huge fan of Emi-
nem, whe' W performin Riyadk L And

hia for the lslamic pilgrimages of Hajj
Umrah. even though the country ks bu
ing ambitions ski slopes in the desert and
lavish resorts by thee B at cater to

ntls
JiI|I|I)]L[(ll[hl'\i!tl(krli::lﬁ.:‘lll][[(ll](}‘\.(If
non-oil GDP.

Foreign fu managers have likened
Saudi Arabia's 2006 opening to China's. |
wdon't think that's Fair, because Saudi Arabia
is already a developed country by way of

Its roadsare good and mall

people just assumed we were in the King-
(Ium {mlﬂ siness.

s ak =

illof Ames
>l||e']FN§(J.l.L hinalknew. Butifwe look

'nm»l'h at cultural and social reforms

fofeultural change, the parallel
ly accurate, EBLOOMBERG

Welcome Elon Musk, shadow president—elect of the US

RAJRISHI SINGHAL

vivalinstincts, after his failed presidency bid,
drowve him into Trump'samms. A fog blankets
exact role; ina co-authored artl
For Wadl Street Jowrnal, Musk and Ram,
“The two of us will advise
tep to pursue thres major
kinds of reform: regulatory rescissions,
Rttt i

DOGE

Wi

DO

¥y wrote
L al eve

seCurity
anid datares
o | ensconced within the
tosee i}

t\.ﬂllhI
between
the Inr]l.an“nwmnwntamll Ton Musk.
Acsecond deal wa xd on 19
Novemnber, afew daysal Donakd Trump's

tu(llllgmelmlwnnfthz'I 1S political and

m, depending on their

are either

i His second identity revolves around his
actual vocation: tech entrepreneurshipwith

ory. Musk's
nspaorted and
suceessfully inserted into

Nobody can

lien. As China hawhks within the inbound
.uhnlnl-ﬂmltmdla:]wnl irtalons, the fate
sla’

nm er e 'lJ‘i um\l(h'm 'th"mw he \m.l. ot
, shadow

of i China expansion ]1I..||1-| lovoks The word Id’mlcwa I1:b Imvrt"ﬂlnu Ju.n-
uncertain and will test Musk's balancing | gian associations. Ace i he Dhicsi
skills. Meanwhile, Te -0 AV the American Psycho-
plans fiwr India could get a relook, h:m:alnwnwlmn the shadow isan arche-
Bt Musk seems to be doing much more | typewithin Carl Jung's analytical framework

than busying himselfwith
DOGE or his quotidian
s interests. And this
e to his third iden-

ts & senior journalist and author
of 'Slip, Stitch and Sturmile:

The Untald Story of Inda’s
Financlal Sector Reforms’
@rajrishisinghal

II"‘[!'ﬁh'l' wurlcl. . Many impondera-

bles eloud the horizon, given some of the
unknowmequantities in the Trumpeabinet or
the difficulty in predicting the gapbetween
pre-poll rhetoric and actual policy roll-out.

One such X-factor (pun unintended) is
Elon Musk. The businessman has been a

Intense speculation over Musk's new role,
well asattempts to understand thn' man,

Immlml'nt-. spread seross wr'lal

“mn._l,nr'hmru:uh tr.lnl.ﬁ'r

orbitan I

ther he Torenberg, who jointly
will be able to maintain a distance between self will show u anchor the padeast Econ
his government robe and his businesses, or 'il'l.f dliant p 1002, Elon Musk shaoubd be
e will use one to further the other. satellite launch pro- 35 he takes ona called the shadow presi-

For example, he looks inches away from
closing two crucal deals with the Indian
guvernment befire officially moving inte his
mrwm]o.lnllm First instance, the Indian tel-

Lits Iikoely iy coming
J(llll|ll|\lr‘l||(ll1 There are multiple waysto
skin this, just like the proverbial cat.

The first persona is one with an official

ry annoameed in October awill-
ngness to allocate broadband spectrum to
Musk's satellite ser without it
having to icipate in an auction, the
reourse-allncati Followed for

role, Officially, he has been designated as
co-head of the department of government

restrial operatoss (such as Jio o

efficiency DOGE), anew minstry designed | The Indian government
tortrimn Fed eral flab. Musk will she pepond- | expected to be converted into a licenc
Vivek R whose sur- link adl he Incian governm

cabinet colleagues o
Chin

. predict what
' 2 part of hisinner

by new rolein the
government

gives
tity. According to econo-
mists Noah Smith and Erik

dentofthe US.
According to various
reports, Musk has been
busy contacting and talk-
ing tovarkous government
leaders and officials in Rus-

sia, Chi il

ernment has bes
ing to
k-][:li])halnuc'y. Ins

med

T nghai uLan.l I1 1540 1l
ity of 850,000 vehicles, two-fifths nhlw
company's total capacity of over 235 mil-

which Tru mp

cabinet positions. Musk, by the way, can

attenidi
mwnwm'tl.mmll:l.m". for

of paychology that represents the dacker,
nscious side of the human psyche,
“which may comprise anything (e.g a trait,
desire oremation, whether positive or
tive) that is unacceptable to an individual's
conscious ego and as such remains unex-
pressed and hidden in the unconscious.”
An inability todeal with the unconscious
or darker side can lead to unpredictable
behaviour; combined with what looks like
Trump's nmm]:lnualap]:\mm heit |||t'mms
a risk. The Econonrist has it down pat: “He
oould also fall before he even starts, because
of the combustibility of the Truomp-Musk
combination... The fusion of Silicon \aIJo ;

the MAGA nationalism of Mr Tromp's world
is volatile,” [twill b (i}
siee what dominates: whether political power
catl Musk'sinner desiresor whether he
eventually comes to personify Tnunps
shadow, proje |I|a|: the prosident-¢ E
repressed jdeas ml instincts.
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India’s slowdown awaits
awell-crafted response

The second-quarter loss of economic pace kas wnderdving trends that risk reinforcing its

ke causes. Indian policy must support private tnvestment, employment and constmption

oll managers in the BIF must be
heaving asigh of relief: the under-
whelming gross domestic product
(GDP) data for the July-September
2024 quarter has been released well
after the Maharashtra assembly polls
were done and dusted. Logging disappointing
vear-on-year growth of 5.4%, the GDI data
print for the second quarter of 2024-25 is not
only much below consensus estimates from
leading economists and analysts, but also offers
acontrast from the economic narrative pre-
sented by top bureaucrats and economic
administrators. While there is no saying if it
would have affected the poll outcome in Maha-
rashtra, where a BIP-led coalition won hand-
somely, news of a slowdown often has a way of
acquiring contagion characteristics, countering
feel-good messaging or negating the income
effects of political handouts, Bad news always
travels faster, and, given the eroding credibility
ofthe political class, people are more inclined to
lay great store by negative developments than
aceept news of progress at face value, The GDP
print confirms some major apprehensions.

The immediate anxiety stems from a slow-
down on the demand side: both consumption
and investment demand growth were listless
this quarter, confirming suspicions of a strue-
tural decline, While private final consumption
expenditure has grown 6% vear-on-year, it
masks the fact that in absolute terms the quarter
is helow b(:lh lhc' third and fourth quarters of
2023-24. 8 lity apart, cc iondata
overthe ch\l 12 quarters has remained largely
range-hound, with only minor variation
between quarters. This raises concerns of
whether the economy stares at a major struc-

tural weakness. With private consumption

accounting for close to 60% of GDP, any slump
here isaworry, The other saviour that had kept
GDP ticking along all these quarters—gross
fixed capital formation—has also lost pace, with
state governments joining the private sector's
reluctance to carry the capex haton. Slowing
consumption and investment is mirrored on
the supply side. Manufacturing inertia (2.2%
growth this quarter) and a slump in net tax
collections (2.7%) also reflect slower growth.

Beyond these signs of uneven expansion,
what should really be worrying authorities are
the second-round effects that can loop back and
further depress growth. The stasis in manufac-
turing, which has also shown signsof being
range-hound, is sure to impact unemployment,
whichis rising in urban conurbations and could
further dampen both consumption and overall
economic growth. For now, cash transfers by
states and the Centre have managed to some-
what narrow the income gap and keep the con-
sumption meter ticking, albeit at a slower pace.
But handouts are not sustainable over the long
term. The budget for 2025-26, just 60 days
away, presents the Centre with an opportunity
to undertake some policy shifts. The govern-
ment must not lose faith in capital expenditure,
while ensuring that the policy environment
becomes more conducive for private sector
investment. It is also vital for the Centre to
re-engineer its production-linked incentive
scheme to stimulate higher labour absorption.
But before that isthe Reserve Bank of India's
monetary policy committee (MPC) meeting of
4-6 December. While the rate-setting panel’s
members are indeed caught ina cleft stick,
what would be tru l) path-| hmak ng is for the
MPC to publicly acl lesd: o
and act accordingly.
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Y
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Social movements need to lead
India’s fight against air pollution

Wi st generate the social capital required for people to act collectively towards a common canse

A

NITIN PAI
Is co-founder and director of The

pointed out in these columns, ‘we'do

not have asense of 'us. In fact, it is

that Irel

lines above exists at all.
Pollution iswhat

negativ

v o in the

ate s a superordinate threat that
severyone, Itean be the stimulus
for us to focus on rebuilding Indian
society around pluralism, tolerance
and a commen nation: 3
tory tells us that India achieved its

and]:uhl.lc' mlndeltlno s Tackling neg-

Ti P
centre for research and education in public
palicy

ublic atter

om s like the smiog

itself It materiallzes as winter sets

in, e
few months

lops the discourse fora
ol begins todissipate

early in the new year. Onee out of sight,

itisout of mind. At times like this,
when the pollution in Dielhi and
i rrounding region is at its maost
intense, there isa c Iamcnrl’cirjndlrlal
dliktats, draconi i nid

s g conperation
problem. Enough numbers of people
have to work together to prio
problem, Idonlll’\'u:lulmm
oSt important bit—a
inevitable trade-offs that ensu
ingg the cooperation problem gets
harder as the city gets more populous.
It also becomes more complex when
the pogulation is more diverse, The
scale, structure and dynamics of so
make India's cooperation problems
hard and unprecedented, ifnot unigue.
Unfortunately, we do not have fume-

the back of soci;
vironme
ay from its b

roccupation with big forums like
CoP-20and global climate goals, and
instead think about how Indians can be
made to think as Indians.

Translating global commitments
needssociety tomake painful adjust-

Appear, some people mist move,
some people must pay and soon. e
cannet i this for an immediate, palpa-
Ble and deadly hazard ke the smog,
what chance do we have of meeting our
net-zero commitment? Where isthe
social capital for it? Therefore, the
message is ‘I you care sbout

strong enforcement. By the end of Jan-
uary, most people move on toother
kssues, A relatively small number of
environmental j=ts fight om, but

toning social @ I
greater conperation. That's
T i such mechanisms itse
cosperation problem, Thisisthe
we must start, We need to build so

movement that b
E’)hv'
It wil]

Y I toocon-
cerned, Until Diwali, when a debate

over banning fi ers triggers the
-.\]Jhtlalu

capital four civic 5
People must trust each other across

community boundaries. Without such
weneralised trust, it is impossible to get

‘ot bus
s Its ow I:Ighnr] poll.ullnnunn that
Follows a similar pattern. [donot think
we ashk ourselves why we are unable to

ment. It does not help that ide-
ologues point Angers at things 1

elzor this-or-that politi
corrupdion. Holding the
prects’ responsible gives us the mental
comfort of having found the bad guys
sothat V\'l‘(‘al'l|]l|ll|\|'|1hl'n‘l and more

the it CERAATY T
wombat prohlems like the smog.
Democratic politi
skl ¢ Its domi
wone of di
wothering. One party d
another on caste and yet 4
s, [t is unrealistic to expect them to

exceutive are cut of the same cloth as

But

m]mn |||t|._-, rest th

Failure to control it is due to.a lack of
soclal capital Ashave repeatedly

the anl cannot just wave a
wand |r'-l)(‘|£'t\'ll(l(“|IN]t believe in
its magic.

The answer li
that bond people

weial movements.
to e it

soclal e ¥
prepared to invest pat
pursue technocratic approaches,
\\'Iwn‘thn iy consider s
they are narrowly focused
mate goal-related out-
that any climate
succeed unless

was 20 years ago, The second ho-.lllmn'
s now,

There are a numbser of things the:
state can do about the smog. Closing
factories, preventing stubble burning,

controlling vehicular tr'll'l'lc'aml i
lating construction d il
practical measures that can work, Tl
will be effective and sustainable only
there is adequate soclal capital.
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We should keep on going
along the path of
globalization. Globalization
is good... when trade stops,

L

war comes.

JACK MA
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A right that women don't have is the right to mediocrity

MANU JOSEPH

nafewweeks, when Donald Truomptakes
ower as US President unn' agaln,

age person would. Whi
rewarded for that quality of
did nod survive the torvent of ridicule.

ump was

The movement to set things right for
women had nochoice but toglorify success
amd brilliance. Asa result, it ls easier today for

The word 'mediocri
ing '3 i ol b

aman ous, toch wili-
nary, quiet and healthy life, while it is com-

describe se WEET e
terribile—the common oatput o average
persan. ldeally, .lt‘h aracterstic of most peo-

people

will wonder

other than Kamala Harris
alsomeansomeons with
was not soordinary. There
inthisviewthatoneh

Ferent had his opponent b

e, their o should not he held
pen somecne | against them. Andit isoftennot held against
which, they | mabeleaders. IFanything. theirordinariness

e ganm, who | makes them end
animplication

earingtoothers. But when
Uy, or are just dour or

become America's

ts @ journalist, novelist, and the  other fields. Yet, they wou

eror reach the topaofl

they face much

more severe scruting,
o list When fe fwhat the world

creator of the Metflx serles,

u\hal is exceptional ; ﬂ)nul']'rum]: Aws

of | does not grant or allow women, they often

‘Decoupled that it pumishes th

nfm)nmlmml ismon

women do not have is the right inc-
ese it is what maost
n. and people have

rity. T call it a right be
people are, by definit
the right to be themse

There was a Trump b [um‘] rump, and | The
Imrnalm-mm.‘uluh Palin, aﬁamuﬂm\ormw

of Al

h'r\uncl.lngnrlm'
medioerity of successful men. A right that

speak of how exce)
given opportunities. In my view, tl
true. It is hard for the world tor
1 1 nen because
lI][E'Il'h[lirH)llmj tolet therm thl

e Inany
case, exceptional people are rave, and they

constitute a tiny proportion of women, too,
hias against women is in how the

world perceives the ordinariness of ordinary

m'o when | HJhu M: L:nlu :.ln for ]JH‘\I(|E'm

women as opposed to the ordinariness of
ordinary men. All around us are ordinary

hier Ilmlholn.i\La-Ju She said things an aver-

Hussda from | men in leadership positions getting away

with being ordinary.

aay that she wants
tor achieve nothing. Even Barbie had to
become more than anallur-

allegations of their ordi
champions fieel they
that. As a result, noone §
acewhere the bias iscruel, whe
has nodefence because what she

15 4 man in her position would get
away withit.

pared to wormen in the same position. At fArst
glance, it may appear that Indian female pol-
iticians are an excepdion. lsn't ittrue that the
Tndian public forgives their failings? Some

Tl many years

and still do.

1 gre in Tamil Kadu, where .

lithaa defeated powerful men and held onto
povwer for long. That coubd happen,
because her gender was not a factor in he
political appeal. Women knew that they
were voting for a woman, but men had to
deify her, as someone more than just a
wonman, to grant her power over them,

riend and get " i When [ say that excep-

15 eeruniforms It's nOtIUSt tional people are rare, 1
and other ambiguous 2 pan that exceptional
chothes of sucoess. Medioc- Harris. Women ATe rare among the sue-
rity is not only about the i wcessful. Being exceptional
capacity of ome's mind: itis are lUdged far is not the prevequisite for
Ilf}f:-:ll:ﬁ::tl:::l m:k:’::mr more harSth .11 n: -.lli:Il\I.‘%::“r!\duc::i:Jnal
ol 3 et is The 4
o not aspire to anything than men for systen, self-help booksand
extraordinary, andit is eas- = maotivational talks all sug-
v for men o be that way or not be“‘.g west that people must pre-

aay that they want to i

bethatway. In the film Bar- exceptlol‘lal
frie, a charac!
CEQ of Ba
Matted tha Imu](l lin, # ] cause they are

biewhio jus

soordinary that they are likeable, fun and
" i i

Isnerve whatit
that women have a right Iuh'urtllmn'

There is astigma attached to mediocrity
IlN']E'\r!'IIIlH\l'-hIIIM[(lI.IIHJI!"naI'\'"[D The

[(ﬂ)l‘i;gi)ll"l]
Ordinary pseogple are sometimes t‘-lltﬂhllﬂll
ofdepth. That happens all the g

proswer, but they sur

v, there are drawhacks too.

litician, she was er
I.u:nnm.|:a|nl.]\|:lahn.nlhn!aur: At
Tade and her popularity began to slip. when
she was faced with cormption charges and
could not stave offher political adversaries,
andd harder than men because

-

vealed as 4 mortal
nd guestions of ler mediocrity in

ethics had 4 greater consequence.
The women exists

unl\' Inml

lmtl:all team will nt be il
foor herordinariness. Nora housewife for her

e unscathed com-

Fwhat

in this role.

is expected of |
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Imran’s street politics hardens

SHALINI CHAWLA

DISTINGUISHED FELLOW,

CENTRE FORAIR POWER
STUDIES, NEW DELHI

AKISTAN wit-

nesed  another

sockrpolitinl o

s a8 a protest by

foemer Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan's support-
ers, who came out in thou-
sunds and marched towands
Islam b D-Chowk,
turned violent last week.

The protesters demanded
the release of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal (FTD
leader and other par
functionaries. Rallies, st-
ins and protests have been
a signature move for the
cricketerturned-palitician,
who is incarcersted im
Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail
and is embroiled in over
pses.  Imran  had
1 a “final’ call to his
supporters for a protest on
November 24; this time,
the foces behind the
protests were Bushra Bibi,
Imran's wife, who, till now,
had abstained from public
appearance, and Ali Amin
Gandapur, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter and a close aide of
Imran, The protesters
faced a severe crackdown

w

2024

by the security forces.
There have been conflict.
ing reports on the number
of people dead and arrest
wd as a result, but the foct
remains that it was the use
of brute force that resulted
in the protesters” retreat,

Imran enjoys immense
popularity and  support
within Pakistan and has
demonstrated great
regilience by not opting to
#o into exile, which has
been o customary conduit
for former political (and mil
itary) leacers in Pakistan,
Imran‘s mass appeal has
sen driven by his unwaver-
and position to
stand for Pakistan against
the corrupt dynastic politics
and his blatant challenge to
the allpowerful Pakistan
mibitary, which has been
held responsible for most of
the emnomic and political
woes of Pakistan

This is ironkal since
Imran’s tenure as Prime
Minister from August 2018
o April 2022 was marked by
Waring misjudgments,
witch-hunting of opponents,
lck of governance, faulty
decigiongprojections,  eco-
nom e downfall and miscon-
strued foreign policy choic.
s, Imran was the military's
Favvouerite al one poin lits
choice for the 2018 General
Election, when he enjoyed
the full patronage of the mil
itary towin the eections and
trounce Nowaz Sharif In
2018, Imran was projected os
a dean and commuption-free
leader, driven by a welfare

OPED

PUBLIC SUPPORT: Imran K han's wife Bushra Bild (centre) at a Pakistan Tehreek-e-insal rally,

Imiran enjoys immense populanty and has shown great resibence by not going ino exde, muros

agenda, and one who would
alter the coume of Pak-
istan's growth and its image
an the global stage. Eventu-
ally, his strains with the deep
state resulted in his s
dalous exit from the Prime
Minister's office in 2022
After his exit, he has kept
the momentum of his sup-
port base going, even when
he was not allowed to con-
test the

2024 elections and
his party was denied the
election symbaol. His sup-
port base has nibed
from the urban middle
class to all levels of society,
where the masses see him
as fighting for Pakistan
even though his track

Imranis unlikely
give upsoon and his
next call for a protest

might not be far
away. Butwhether
he will be able to
gamer thesame
support is
AMoot point

record demonstrates o
complete inability to m
age Pakistans complex
political, economic
security challenges.
The current crisis is prima-
rily a fight between Imran
and the Army chief,
Asim Munir. They have a
well-known history of hostil
ity The mniroversial and
much<debated 20M elec
tions brought the Sharifs in
power and they currently
enjoy the trust and support
of the military establish-
ment. The weak civilian
regime in Pakistan, which
lacks credibility, has no
intention of asserting itsell
against the military's writ

and

and will prioritise its own
survival in power. Critical
constitutional changes have
been made with the passing
of the recent 26th Amend-
ment Act, with the intention
temanage the functioning ol
the judidal system and
ensure Imran's political so-
lation, Gen Munkr, the most
powerful man in the country,
has got an extension and he
will continue to serve tll
2027, if not beyond,

The protests have resulted
n the resi gnations of the top
brassof the PT1 and the fault-
lines within the party are
expeded W deepen. Frustra-
tions within the party will
Erow, given the arvsts of PT1
workers, Imran might seem
W have limited options left
after his call for the Novem:
ber 24 march, But given his
obaesgon with street politics,
he is unlikely Lo give up soon
and his next call for a protest
might not be far away. But
whether he will be able to
seer the same support after
the experience of the lotest
farotests memains a question

Imran's release seems
unlikely anytime somn,
unless there s an agree
ment between him and the
establishment, While his
allegations aguinst the polit-
ical and miltary elite may
have succeeded in trigger-
ing the septiments of the
masses, they are unlikely to
ajor chan

dyramics or

power
bring him any respite from
the legal cases

The establishment has

battlelines in Pak

expanded it powers and
strengthened its control on
the state institutions where
Imran, in the recent past,
enjoyed fractional support.
The current crisis once
again presents an old game

with different actors in
Pokistan, The actors
change, mlensity vanes,

Aics differ, but the bot-
line remains unaltered
a military-run state with
sufficient power and
resOMrcEs  manages  to
crush any rebellion or
opposition questioning its
legitimacy and power.
Pukistan & experiencing o
multi-dimensional
the economy is struggding to
recover from the combined
Eullowts of fiscnl deficit, high
inflation, unsustainable
energy prices and meeting
the requirements of the

L

crisis;

structural restructuring sed
the

Internutio nal

terror attadks by the Tehrik-
eTaliban Pakistan targeting
security personnel; relent-
less  oppostion by the
oppressed Baloch and Pashe
tuns in Balochistan and
Ehybser Pakhtunkh VER
s their voices have been
suppressed by the use of
brute tactics, including
forced disappearances

A nuclear state with a
multifold  crisis  does
raise serious concems
regarding not only how
Pakistan will shape up in
the coming years but also
throws up larger regional
implications,

Multi-pronged strategy can make children safer online

SHARAD 5 CHAUHAN
DG & MD, PUNIAB POLICE
HOUSING CORPORATION

NEW Australinn
brw  mandates
soind media plat
foema o verify
users’ age mnd
restrict access for those under
16, The sim is 1o safegguand chil
diren by dhedaying Uhwir entry into
social media, & move supported
by proponents whoargue thatit
wothd recdluce b and lessen
parental burdens.
However, aitics viewthis as o
‘patehwork’ approach, sying
policing by guardians is more
effective than  government-
imnposed nules as they e bet-
e posstionad W manage their
childrens online presence.
Further, the Ly fails to tack-
le the furdamental issue of
ensuring that social media
companies propery remove
hamful content Also, con-
cems shout enforcement arise
as the kow leaves age verifics-
tion methods open-ended,
potentially relying on govern-
ment documents or technolo-
gies like facad sanning or
behavioural tracking which
ralse privicy issues.
The Covid- 1 pandemic bed
o m increased soveen time
among children, leading 1o

ehavioural and health issues
and ddingquency, as highlight-
al by vanous  studies
INESCOs 2023 report calls for
a glotal school ban on sman-
phones, dting research that
shiws thelr misre presence con
aisrupt leaming and that chil
dren Rake up to 20 minutes o
megain focus afler engnging
with nonacsdemic content

The U rgeon General's
023 midvisory warms that social
media can harm adolescent
brain development, alfecting
emotional  regulation  and
impulse control, It proposes
warning labels on platforms,
similar to those fr clgarettes
The: algosithm-driven content
of social media fosters a form
of digital seldiction. As in drug
roblems, effective regulation
should focus on supply-side
measures as controlling indi-
vidual behaviour (dermand
mde)is challenging.

In 2022, India mported 32
per cent increase in cyber-
wrime against children with
1823 cases, inchuding cyber
pornography (1,171 cases) and
eyberstalking (158). OfMine
orimes against children also
W a worrying incresse, with
over 162000 cases reported,
up by nearly nine per cent
fromn the previous year. This
Thighlights a broades, conoermn:
ing tremd of riging aime
agoinst children that is not
solely tied o the Internet. The
overall surge in both online
and affline crimes calls for a
wmprehensive approach to
child protection across all
emvimnments. Similarly, in

the UK, a rise in cybercrime
amang chikdren aged 10-16
shows that some children,
aften  unknowingly, are
engaging in Dlegal sctivities
underscoring the need for
both preventive and edua-
tional measures.

The dilemma centres on
whether to ban socal media
For children o impose stricter
regulations on platforms

An allernative 1o a ban on
patforms  involves  imple
menting mbust age verific-
tion for content moderation,
which could be enforced ot
spedific barrers to mestrict
mress to harmful content.
Restriting chilkdren’s Inter-
net access entirely may seem
ke o protective measume, but
it is impractical in today’s dig
lal age. Instead, the focus
shoulkd be on promoting safe
online practices, digital liter-

Imposingsocial
mediacurbs along
the lines of Australia
can face major
challenges inIndia
due to the country’s
large population
and technological
diversity.

cy amnd twols that foster
responsible Internet use that
woukd bet chillren acoess gen-
el features while sving
them from hammful content,
offering a more targebed and
feasihle solution.

Astrong paralle existsin the
e of o rse in cyberorime
wmss dll sectors, involving
wdults and sinesss. Bane
néng specilic websitesisa short
tam fix that overlooks the
broaer isues, such as digita
terscy, cybersecunity sware
nesis andl efective online moni-
tring. A compeehensive solu-
ton & necessry o arget 1S
ool cuses, ot just limit acoess
o the Infemet

Implementing such a ban for
those under 16in Indiawill face
major challenges due to the

1

Teenagers could bypess such
buns using VPN, fake creclen-
tials, proscy websites or lesser
known platfonmas

In the Indan contest, the
W20 et from the Singapaore
el D Tnstitute serves as a
erucial resource for enhancing
child onkine sulisty, with its sur-
vey covering B3 per cent of the
gobal populstion. This think
tunk has estableshed stndirds
rdigitl nteligene: b ensure
sty enpowenment med wedl-
being, Its Child Online Safety
Index (COSI) evabuntes digital
sty momes gix key aneas:
ovber risk, disaplined digital
use, digital competency, guidh
ance and education, socal
infrastructure and connecivity.

Indin rankes highly in several
cutegories, seouring the seoond
poce in tadding cyber risk,
third in disciplined digital use,
first i eliggital competency and
seoomd in guidunee and educs
thon, India also tops the mnk-
ings for its children's ahility Lo
cope with eyberbullying, high-
lighting their resilience in han-
dling online threats,

While Inclia Lagss  nconnectiv
ity its strong performance in
managng cober riks and
online safety eduction pr-
viches a window of opportanity
toenhance its ODS Las comnec
Gty improves, without resort
ing o lons India's children
el in online safity educ
ton, scoring @100 — 30 per
oent higher than the global
average of 52100,

Is

A |

country's lang and
technological diversity, mak-
ing  enforcement  difficult.

stin ghy, e
oouintries bend to scone betterin
ondine s afiety educmtion (55100

on avernge) than high-inmome
nations (SU100 on average),
emphasising the crucial robe of
education in helping chiklren
rarvigate ondine chngers, How
ever, the dat isbised towards
public schools, so Inclia must
Freuson improving ondine safe
ty aducation in govemment
schools mnd il areis.

Despite efforts o Emit chil-
drenis screentime, modern e
affers fewer opportunities for
makworkd experinoes. Play-
pounds e rae, academic
pressunes  high and  socal
structures more impersonal
due o nudear famil
trend leaves children ve
their devices for connection.
Limiting technology  alone
wurit restore the outdoor play
and sockalision carlier gener
ations enjoyed, unless broader
societal issues wre addressed

Athreepronged strategy can
enhance children's online pao-
tection. First, tech companies
should pricoritise child sty in
thewr platiam designs. Secand,
their collaboration with schod s
el government-bockod eyber-
bullying  prevention  pro
grammes is vital Lastly, par
ents must actively monitorand
mduce ther chilkdens espo
sure o cybwr risks. The polioe
st also fulfl heir duty by
promptly addressing  cyber
crirme cases involving children,
ensuring aceountability and
Justioe in the digital realm,

In an increasingly techno
logieal world, society must
ensure safe spaces for chil
dren to grow, leamn and theive,
both online and offine,
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21 Confess (1)

%
die,

| Chood-natured (7)

5 Repair clumsily (5}

B Mkl back o futare use (27}
@ Small child (3)

10 To a grest extent (4)

of contral Ewope(8) 14
18 Gather s harv et 4)

lop the proceatings (4,1,4)
24 Dirty-looking i5)
25 Momentous (7}
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Across: | Play safe, § Aged, o Chafe, 10 Leaning, 11 Ona knife-
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22 Like

1% Slack, 19
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3
4 Exins)
1
3

wecreily (7)
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i Cab i 4)

. 23 Recovery

Asclf-evident tnaih ($) 3
In favour of (3}
Lic back in sunshine (4)

Shart pause for v (K)

Pt hurmiedly and

23 A foresi Lree (33

} Spoak volumes, 4 Fillip, & Grind, 7
to, 12 Prodigal, 15 Emulate, 16 Daw-

-

12 In & manne of speaking Prominent (2,3,4) a
(2.24) 7 Rash impetuous person (7)

14 Lawsult (6) 11 Raduce aomammgtion of (14.3)

15 Quire lacking (6) 13 ngdom (K) 5
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GDP hitsalow

Manufacturing slump dents growth

DIA's growth inthe d quarter of

FY25 has decelerated to a :I:sappnnung ’n-i' B, I!\P

bowest in seven quarters. This figure,

below last year's 8.1% for the same period, urdw

scores the mounting pressures on the country's
economic resilience. The manufacturing sector, traci-
tionally a growth driver, is ot the heart of this slowdown,
grappling with declining output and subdued demand.
The decline in Gross Value Added (GVA) in manufactur-
ing 10 2.2% from 14.3% a year ago highlights the sector's
wulnerability to inflation and weak consumer spending.
While the Chiel Economic Adviser has downplayed con-
cerns, brushing off this dip as a “one-off”, there is need
0 Private final jon and gross
fied capital formation together shaved off 1.5 percent-
age points from the overall growth, signalling waning
confidence in household and business spending.

On the brighter side, the services sector expanded
by 7.1% and uwnaw:uklw mrmu by 3.5%, driven

P 1 rural & , these gaing were
not sufficient to offset the drag from manufacturing and
exports, which slowed to 28%, reflecting global uncer-
tainties and weaker petroleum exports,

The government's underwhelming capital expendi-
ture — just 37 %ol the budgeted target for the first half —
adds another layer of concern. Public spending is eritical
10 kickstarting private investments, particulary when
high borrowing costs stifle corporate growth, As India
fices the dual challenge of sustaining growt hwhile man-
aging inflation, a robust fiscal push is imperative. With-
outincreased public mvestment and strategic support for
manufacturing, the risk of falling below the projected
6.5% annual GDP growthlooms large. The upcoming fis-
cal policy decigons will thus be crucial in steering Lhe
economy back on a stable growth trajectory.

AIDS burden

States such as Haryana must gettheir act together

CHIEVING the global goal of ending the

AIDS pandemic as a public health theeat by

2030 requires a significant contribution from

India, one of the worst-affected countries out-

de Afiica, I worrisome that the total num-

ber of HIV patients in India reached 16,80 lakh in 2023-24,
an increase of 7.3% over the previous year In Haryana's
case, the countof such patients under treatment has more
than doubled in the past five years, States such as Punjab
and Himaehal Prdesh have also recorded an appreciable
rise in the caseload from 2019-20 to 2023-24, while Chandi-
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Empower military with strategic heft

Itis imperative to look beyond the Cabinet Committee on Security paradigm

Y
MANISH TEWARI
LOK SABHA MP AND FORMER
UNION MINISTER

sgnificant develop-
ment that has gone
unnoticed and
unmmented upon
is the involvement
of military commanders in try-
ing to ostengbly resolve the 54-
month-old standoff at the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) that
forms the de facto border
between India and China,

BeginningJune 6, 2020, Indian
and Chinese military command-
ers held talks in the Chushul-
Mokdo region following the vio-
lent confrontation on May 5,
2020, between Indian and Chi-
nese troops in Pangong Tso,

The second round of talks
between L Gen Harinder Singh
and Maj Gen Liu Lin, Comman-
der of the South Xinjiang Mili
tary District, were held on June
22, 2020, in the wake of the unfor-
twnate Galwan conflagration
Since then, 19 more rounds of
talks have been held till Februe
ary 19, 2024. The 22nd round has
still not been scheduled.

‘This was perhaps after a long
time that the military was so
overtly involved as a concur-
rent track in efforts o resalve
the question of Chinese trans-
gressions into Indian territory
orour pereeption of the LAC. Of
cotirse, thire have been flag
meetings on India's borders
with the frontier forces or mili-
taries of the righbouring
countries. Over the past 54
manths, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs has been issuing
readouts on a regular basis
after each round of talks,

1 this a good or a bod thing? If
one looks towands the past for
guidance or even at the practice
that is followed in other coun-

TOP BRASS: COS Gen Anil Chaubhan (third from gt snd other offboers ot Parkament House o the opening dey of

thewinter L

tries, one would find that the mil:
itary has been intrinsically
embedded in politicomilitary
strategic diplomacy,

The military mepresentatives of
India and Fukistan met in
Karachi from July 18 1o 27, 149,
under the auspices of the tuoe
subcommittee of the United
Nations Commission for the
establishment of the ceasefire
line in Jammu and Kashmir,

The Indian delegation consist-
ed of Lt Gen SM Shrinagesh,
Muj Gen KS Thimayyaand Brig
SHFJ Manekshaw, while the
Fukistani side was represented
by Maj Gen WJ Cowthorn, Maj
Gen Nozir Ahmad and Brig M
Sher Khan, Bureaucrats and
Foreign Office  functionaries
were only observers, HM Ptel
and V Sahay C from the Indian
sde and M Ayub and AA Khan
from Pakistan made up the quo-
rumof the dvilian component.

On Decembser 11, 1972, senjor
military commanders of Indi
and Pukistan met at Suchet garh
w sign and exchange maps
delineating the 800-km Line of
Controlin JEK, extending from
the Chhamb sector to the Parta-
pur sector, in sccordance with
Puragraph 4 (1) of the Simla
Agreement dated July 2, 1972,

rmber 25 Ty

Rutionalise the miltany's role in politicostrabegic of firs. we

Unlike in India, the
militaryis embedded
inthe politico-military

hierarchy of
democracies
around the world,

‘This agreement was a sequel o
the understanding  reached
between the Army Chiefs of
Inclin and Pakistan at their ssc-
ond meeting in Lahore on
Decembser 7, 1972, where Pak-
istan conoeded to India’s claim
that Thako Chak formed a part
of the International Border and
thait it should withdraw its troops
from there. The maps were
exchanged between Lt Gen PS
Bhagat on behalf of India and Lt
Gen Abdul Hamid Khan repre-
senting Pakistan,

Ttis noteworthy that there was a
summit-level meeting between
Prime Ministers Indira Gandhi
and Zulfiker Al Bhutto, followed

by ameeting between then Chief
of the Army Stafll Gen Manek-
shaw and his Pukistani counter-
jurt Gen Tikka Khan before the

in rubbishing it."

The reference is to then Army
Chief Gen JJ Singh, who ostensi-
by along with former National
Security Adviser MK Namyanan
hadl opposed the proposal to turn
the Sinchen glacier intoa moun-
tain o fpeace in the most prodisc-
tive years of the India-Pokistan
relationship after the ceasefire
agreed upon by then Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee on November 28,
2003, in the aftermath of Opera-
tion Parakram thot ended on
October 16, 2002,

Unlike in India, the military is
embedded in the politicomili-
tary hierarchy of democmdes
around the workl. Though under
very strict civilian control, the
six US theatre commanders
report directly to the American
President through the Secretary
of Defence. Though the Chair-
man of the Joint Chief of Stall in
the US is the Principal Military
Adviser to the President, he has
no executive authority to com-
mand c«nlmlanl units, This

ldevel ch of
maps between Lt Generals Bha-
gt aned Hamicl Khan

Afer that, the role of the mili-
tary in the politico-strategic-
diplomatic arena was either
recessed or ok a back seat tll
the time it briefly seemed to
have emerged in May 2006 to
oaten sibly oppose the demil itari -
sation of Siachen.

India's former Foreign Sec-
retary Shyam Saran records in
his book, How India Sees the
World: Kautilpa to the 21st
Century: “When the CCS meet-
ing was held on the eve of the
defence secretary-level talks,
[Mr] Narayanan launched into
a bitter offensive against the
proposal, saying that Pakistan
could not betrusted, that there
would be political and public
opposition to any such initia-
tive and that India's military
position in the northern sector
vis-i-vis both Pakistan and
China would be compromised.
[Gen] JJ Singh, who had hap-
pily gone along with the pro-
posal in its earlier iterations,
now decided to join Narayanan

ofthe
military Inln lhr palitical ded-
sion-making prooess on critical
questions of national security.

In China, the theatre command-
ers report directly W the Central
Military Commission that is head-
wd by the Chinese President and
the General Secretary af the Chie

e Communist Party, thus insti-
tutionalising their role in the
strategic dedsion-making
process. Similarty, in the Russian
system, the Chief of the General
Stafl does not exercise direct
operational control over Russian
forces; the superintendence is
wvestedin the President in terms of
Artiches 4 mnd 13 of the Federal
Lawon Defence,

It is, therefore, mpemntive that
beyond the CCS. (Cabinet Com-
mittes on Security) paradigm, the
role of the military in the national
security dedsion-making frame-
work is also formalised, given that
Incka has a Chief of Defen ce Stalf
and i moving towards theatre
commansds, though the ondy fune
tional and integrated theatre com-
mand as yet is the Andaman and
Nicobar Command,

garh has witnessed a welcome decline,

It is apparent that the majority of the HIV-infected
people are readily coming forward for treatment and
the stigma associated with AIDS is becoming a thing of
the past. India has done well to reduce AIDS-related
deaths by around 80% since 2010. This is attributed to
greater collaboration between the authorities and the
community that has bolstered the ‘test and treat’ pro-
gramme of the National AIDS Control Organisation.
The availability of free lifelong treatment i a big plus,
Annual new HIV cases have seen a 44% drop in mare
than a decade, but menlasulmnmm!x\rs remain on the
higher side. Haryana and oth e
must get their act together,

‘Spreading awareness about HIV/AIDS holds the key
1o the sucoess of preventive measures, Sustained inter-
ventions are needed to protect vulnerable groups such
as sex workers, migrants, drug addicts, long-distance
drivers and tranggender people. Commuinity-led organ-
isations are in the best position to reach at-isk popula-
tions. There should be no dearth of resources at their
disposal, while red tape must not be allowed to impede
theirefforta World AIDS Day, observed on December 1,
underlines the integral link between combating this
pandemic and ensuring universal health coverage as
well as the right to health. Equitable healthcare access
can help in reducing India’s HIV burden

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Governor's reply to Mr Das

AT last, the Governor of Bengal has seen fit to give a direct
and categorical reply to Mr CR Das, The occasion was not ill-
chosen. St Andrew’s Dinner in Calcutta cannot, of course, be
compared with the Lord Mayor's Banquet in London, but in
the one se, as in the other, the occasion has again and a gain
been availed of by the chief guests for making pronounce-
mentsof lerable interest and i tothe public.
Lord Lytton's speech, though it enuncisted no new policy,
was no bad sddition to the st The theme of the speech was
the most burning of all Indian topics at the present time, and
the man whose views on this subject His Excellency took it
upon himsell o controvert is the accredited leader of the
most powerful political party in India today, When, however,
we turn from the importance of the subject and the occasion
to the nature of the speech, weare bound to confess to a feel-
ing of disappointment. The most plausible part of the
speech is that in which His Excellency attempts to answer
the allegation of Mr Das that the government, while accept-
ing his diagnosis of the situation, refused to apply his rem-
edy; and it is unhappily also the least convincing part of the
speech. “The reason why [ do not accept Mr Das' remedy,”
saicl His Excellency, true to the parable in the Bible, quoted
by him in an earlier part of the speech, of the husbandman
among whose good crops the enemy sowed tares during the
night, “because he is not my gardener, and has no responsi-
bility for the consequences of his sdviee™.
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THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

A piece of spaghetti or amilitary unit can only be led from the front end. - Georges Paton

The patent story of
runaway boys

SaTisn Kusar SHARMA

from his kidnappers thought he had a foolproof sto-

ry. But the police knew that it was the patent tale of
most runaway teenagers who return home after encounter-
ing the reality of the world.

1 was serving as a Deputy Commissioner of Police in Vado-
dam city in September 1995, We had barely solved the sensa.
tional kidnapping for ransom of the six-year-old son of a car-
diclogist when the above incdent was reported .

The victim had gone to school on a bicyele but had not
returned home from afler the classes ended. In the late
afternoon, the Vadodara police control room recei ved
information that the boy had been found at Karan rail-
way station — 40 km south of Vadodara. He had
approached a constable on duty at the rallway platform
for help. He taold the cop that four masked men had kid-
napped him and boarded a train, but when it halted at
Karjan, he had dodged them and escaped,

Om being bmought back to Vadodara, the boy gave us the
details: after school, he was cycling badk home when the
masked men pulled him into an sutoricks haw and put a hand-
kerchief smelling of some chemical over his mouth, after
which he passed out. When he regained consciousness, he was
on a train, We knew the rest of the story. He said he could not
identify his kidnappers because they were wearing masks,

But there were two holes in his story — his bike had been
found parked at the cyde stand of the raibway station and the
constable from Karjan said the boy had not come to him run-
ning but had approached him calmly.

My officers were sure that the story was false but coukl not
et the boy to tell the truth. So, 1 called his father, an employ-
ee of the state electricity board, and tolkd him totry tofind out
whiat had actually happened.

‘The next day, the father qune to my office with the boy, First,
he met me alone and said the son was repeating the story, He
suid he, too, felt that the bay was lying but was helpless, So, 1
sent himout and called the boy in.

1 told him, “1 have not told your father as yet but we have
cought your kidnappers, But they are saying that they were
not wearing masks, 17 you identify them from among similar-
looking men, we will arrest them and give you a certificate of
bravery. But if you cannot, we will amest your fither for filing
a false complaint.” The boy was completely puzded.

Realising that things had gone too far, he spilled the beans
and started pleading to spare his father. He said he had run
away bemuse his parentsdid not allow him to watch TV amd
pressured him to study. But onee the train started moving,
he panicked and got down at the next station. He had made
up the story to escapse punishment.

rl"IIE 12-year-old boy who claimed to have escaped

Boost grassroots-level politics
Refer to Priyanka consolidates Gandhd fief
(The Great G, Privanka Ganelhi's presence
inthe Lok Salbsha will certainly bolster the morae
ofthe Congress. Sheis quiteartioulateand ks abie
o strike a spontaneous mpgort with the masses,
But Congress lenders must not depend only on
the Gandhis for crenting a strong mass base for
the party. Instead of eriticising PM Modi, they
should leam from his grassroots-level politics,
Many veteran Congress keaders keft the porty as
they fidt sidel ined. Rahul Gandhi has evobved his
emn vision and phil csophy as & top leader, vet he
merls bo chose the ymming gup between party
workers and its elitist high command.

Need stern action for

Refer to Beyond bans’; smartphones are prov-
ing cutastrophic for everyone, No doubt these
have made our lives casy, but we are paying
heavily for this convenience. Children have
acoess Lo all types of content on social media,
which has resulted in issues such as anxdety,
depression and bullying, Australia has taken
thebold step of banning social mediascoess for
chiliren under 16. Doing the same in Indiisa
Hereulean task, but we need o conerete solu-
tion to this problem. Colliborative efforts by
parents, educational institutions. the govern-
ment and the service providers is the need of
the hour At the same time, the government

RAJBAHADUR YADAV,

Congress must introspect
With reference to Priyankaconsoliclates Gand-
hi fhef’; the writer has mised a pertinent ques-
Hon: Why are the Gandhis so special and cannal
be challenged® The answer is that the Congress
hais mot intmos pected even after losing the Lok
Sabha dections thrice. Its rout dicl ot stop here
s the gr.mil wild puﬂy has lmﬂ.«l dnfr.lul .uﬂ.w
defeat in the
recent bosses in Haryana ond Maharshira, The
puurty has Euiled o prepare o secondning besder-
ship, and is unable tocome out of the shadow of
the Garcl s, The Conggress should give s chanoe
o leaders who can bring out the party from the
deep morass. Blaming EVMs e defieats will
bt komaering ifs position in the eyes of the pub-
B, I is time to mct and bearn from past mistakoes.
IRAMINDE R KUMAR JAIN, LUDHIANA

Prioritise electorate over legacy
Apropos of “Priyanka consolicates Ganclhi
fief'; thie party's inability to introspect contin
wes o empower its adversaries. Priyanka Gand-
hi's consolidation within the family fefdom
wndersores this stignation, While her charis-
ma might energise some, it does litte to chal
lengge the perception of a dynastic stronghold
pulling strings behind a symbolic lesdership.
‘The Gandhis' refu sal 1o embrace accountabili-
ty erodes the party's credibilbity and fragments
opposition unity. For the Congness to regadn rel-
evance, it must democritise leadership and pri-
oritise the cleclomte over legney. The nation
demands leaders, not figumheads.
SAHIBPREET SINGH, MOHALI

must tak
of eybererime who are misusing technology.
BIR DEVINDER SINGH BEDIL, SANGRUR

Online content should be filtered
Aproposof ‘Beyond bans'; an outright ban on
social media is not a viable approach for any
country. It is true that soctal media hasa pro-
found effect on the impressionable minds of
chikdren. However, it should not beoverlooked
that it has been a boon for both acdemicans
and stwdents during the Covid-19 pandemic.
The government s hould emphasise the need
for vigilant cyber security mediators-cum-
experts for social media content. 1t should be
filtered efficiently before livestreaming on
various platforms. Through  collaborative
efforts, we can curl the menace of unwanted
content that inadvertently appears on online
platforms and cwuses harm to young minds.
RUPENDER KAUR, AMBALA CANTT

Curb communal violence
With reference to “Targeting mosques’; it is
surprising that dvil courts across India have
ordered anarchacological survey of mosques,
Such an order violates the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991, What is the log-
ic of finding the nature of a religious place
when a change of its character is prohibited
under the liw of the land? The question of
suits being barred under the 1901 Act is pend-
ingg bwefore: thee apex court for more than four
years, Its prompt decision is the need of the
hour to stem the menace of increasin g cuses
of coonmunal violence across the country,

MD SHARMA, SHIMLA

Letters 10.the Editor, typed in double saace, should not exceed the 200-wond kmit,
Tres shvoikd e cegently witen and can be sevt Dy é-mall e Lotten@tibusemal com



