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Split decision

The ECLand the office of the Speaker
have not played fair in cases of defection

n the runaup to the impending election to
thie Maharashtra Assembly, the rivalry bet-

An obsession with ranking is harming India’s universities

i this digital age, we redisee everything o
riurnibers, This trend has consumed the
education ecosysbem, as seen in the rise of
wlobal ranking agencies, which assign ranks
tor unbversities across the world every year. India
has its own National Institutional Ranking
Framewark to rank universities in the country,
The purpose of a university is to teach and
mentor future citizens; and to scquire and create
knowledge through research, Research and
teaching are two sides of the education coin:
knowledge creation and dissemination. A
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ity needs to excel in both in order to fulfil

gress Party (NCI), now [t
ties, will have its inevitable influence un political
developments and electoral outcomes. In the lat-
est development related to the rift, NCP founder
Sharad Pawar has approached the Supreme
Court for a direction to the NCP led by Ajit Pawar
o apt for a new symbol in the Assembly elec
tions. The NCP's ‘clock’ symbsol is with the Ajit Pa-
wir group, following a ruling by the Election
Commission of India (ECT) in February, recognis-
gt it s the official NCI. There is some logic to the
demand that the Ajit Pawar group give up the
‘clock' now. The ECl's order has already been
challenged in the Supreme Court, Oral observa-
tions in early hearings indicated that there are
some doubts about the ‘legislative majority’ test
adopted by the ECI while recognising the Afit Pa-
war faction as the MCP and allotting the 'clock” o
the group, The ECL's order had justified the use of
the legislative majority test by observing that the
et on which group had erganisational majority
wiis inconelusive, as was the test based on the
party’s ‘aims and objectives’. Mr. Ajit Pawar re-
volted against his uncle and joined the BJ-Shiv
Sena alliance and became part of the ruling Ma-
hayuti eoalition, while the NCT' (Sharad Pawar) is
part of the Maha Vikas Aghadi, the opposition
combine that includes the Shiv Sena (UBT) and
the Congress.

However, in the Lok Sabha elections, Mr. Ajit
Tawar's groap won only one seat, while Mr. Sha-
rad Pawar's party, using the symbol of a ‘man
blowing a turha’ (trumpet), won eight, besides
polling a much higher number of votes, The out-
come raises the question whether the legislative
majority during a given period could be used o
gain or lose recognition. Further, Mr. Sharad Pa-
war has argued that the ‘clock’ has been the
NCP's reserved symbol for many vears and allot-
ting it to one group may caise confusion in the
voters' minds. The court will have o decide
whether to have a level-playing field by denying
the ‘clock’ symbaol to both sides, or let the recog-
nised faction use the symbol as long as the EClor
der is in force, Such disputes, including the other
major rift in Maharashtra over who represents
the Shiv Sena, pose a challenge to the ability of
parties to maintain organisational unity in the
face of attempts to split them through defection
and rebellion. The fate of the individuals and par-
ties involved often depend on the Speaker under
the anti-defection law and the BCL which aecords
recognition to parties and allots symbols. Both in-
stitutions seem o need the Supreme Court to
keep them honest,

T20 World Cup gets underway

the desert sancs of thee United Arab Emirates

(UAE) may offer some reliel over the next
feartnight. The 10C T20 Women's World Cup that
commenced at Sharjah on Thursday will oscillate
between this venue and Dubal. Featuring 10
weams split into two groups of five each, the
championship will conclude on October 20, The
tournament wis supposed to be held in Bangla-
desh, but the unrest of the previous months in
Dhaka meant that though India’s eastern neigh
bour holds the hosting rights, the matches had w
be shifted to the UAE. While Australia will step in
with the swigger of o defending champion, hav-
i seized the cup after vanguishing host South
Africa in the 2053 edition, India will walk in with
the hope of finally claiming the trophy. In the
2020 final at Melbourne, India wilted againse Aus-
tralia, Cut to the present, Harmanpreet Kaur's
strong unit will clash against New Zealand at Du-
bai on Friday and a good first outing is essential,
India has moved on from the era of Mithali Raj
and Jhulan Goswami and those are massive shoes

l 1 Weest Asin s in the news as a conflict mone,

o fill, but Jemimah Rodri
Smriti Mandhana, and others have tried their
buest tor chart a fresh path.

The tournament is abso invested with o larger
eause lyered with gender sensitivity. While male
players get accolades and commercial heft
through cricket, female playm have always
fought for their rights. Even in the latest event,
despite being pitted against each other as rivals,
there is a sisterhood at play. Through interactions
with the press, all the leading female players have
sought more games and also more Tests, Often
the women are resigned to playing just limited-
overs ericket. While Mithali turned out in 232
ODEs and 89 T201s, it is a travesty that she played
only 12 Tests in a long career. Harmanpreet and
company have often sought comfort in diverse
franchise leagues but there is nothing like s solid
bilateral contest to toughen up the stars, Having
won the title on six oceastons, Australia remains
the behemoth, Alyssa Healy and her merry
bunch will be the team that most squacs, inchad-
ingg ol rival England, woubd want to knock off the
pedestal. And for thase keen on watching neigh-
bourhood rivalry, India and Pakistan are placed
i Group A and will face off on Sunday, Diplomat-
ic tensions have ensured that the two nations
compete against each other only in global events,
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it= obligations to students and soclety. Through
its setivities, a university also has social and
economic impacts. It is impossible to capture a
university's multidimensional nature with a single
metric, represented by a global or national rank,
Yet, this is wht ranking systems claim to do.

Overemphasis on research
The global university ranking system is
one-dimensional, It places huge emphasis on
research activity. A university's research output is
quantified using eriteria such as the number of
papers published, the impact factor of the
journals in which they are published, the amount
of research funding acquired, and the mimber of
PhD students who were admitted and graduated,
These nuembsers by themselves cannot capture the
quality, content, rebevance, and impact of
research. Sadly, despite being sware of this flaw
in the ranking process, Indian universities are all
in the ranking race. A world rank makes the
university “visible' and helps attract international
students, world-cluss faculty, and academic
partners, philanthropists, and donors.
Universities and the government even tweak or
alter policies to improve ranks, A university that
is not ranked may as well not exist - such is the
power we have accorded to global rankings.

Inchia hias bought into the Ameriean education
system, which is shaped by a strong belief in free
market capitalism and unfettered private
competition. To help improve the global ranking
of India’s top universities and premier institutes,
the government set up the Higher Education
Financing Agency (HEFA) a few years ago, HEFA
mohilises market resources to fund the country’s
global rank-aspiring institutions in the form of
repayable loans at competitive interest rabes.

In tandem, the government also granted full
autonemy to several pubslic higher education
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instititions. This encompasses inancial
autononty &s well, which means that the
pevernment will cease to support them. In other
words, public higher education institutbons will
need to generate their own funds by enhancing
student fees, This is touted as a “winwin' strategy
for both the university and the government: the
university has a shot at improving its rank and the
gevermment no longer has the onerous
responsibility of funding it. But if the race for a
global rank sacrifices the essential function of
educating students (which is not factored into the
ranking process), this is not a meaningful 'win®
for either, Importantly, it is also not a 'win® for the
eeonomically weaker seetions of society.

The importance of teaching and mentoring
The metrics-driven, global rank-aspiring higher
educational system has had an adverse impact on
the teaching community. The undue emphasis on
research to the exclusion of other vital Functions,
especially teaching, has created a sorry situation
im which university job aspirants are often judged
by the number of research papers they have
produced, the impact fuctor of the journals they
were published in, and the numbers of their
citations; and not by their ability to be an
effective communicator, teacher, and mentor,

Onee selected as a faculty member of the
unbversity, the candidate’s subsequent career
advancement depends on additional metries such
as the amount of research grant funds secured
and the number of PhD degrees awarded, This
obsession with metrics ignores the faculty
members actual teaching and mentoring
capacity as a determinant of career advancement
in the higher education ecosystem,

Unlike in the case of research, teaching is not
amenable to quantification using metries. 1t is the
unmeasurable something that metries cannot
deal with, So, the roli for teaching has declined
in the education system. In fact, in the
perspective of a typleal university professor,
writing a paper or working on a grant application
takes precedence over teaching today, Iromically,
teaching is a distraction from “all important’
research. University professors have become
contractors churning out research papers to
improve the university's ranking,

The higher education ecosystem is pervaded
by a culture of ‘publish or perish’ without a
mieaningful amd transparent mechanism for
secountability in place. 1s this kind of research, at

thie expense of educating stidents, really
mieaningfil? Are instances of plaglarism, data
manipulation, and other research misconduct
emanating from our premier institutes and
Ivaraitiss the undesirable and und Yoel

conseguences of our pre-occupation with
retrics? In these cases, are not the teachers
Eailing in their role as mentors and role models?
Students who emenge from this system either quit
in disillusionment or end up propagating this
situation, propelling us into a downward spiral.

Creating two tracks

There is no doubt that research is the engine that
diivees growth and innovation, biit it cannot be an
excuse to neglect teaching, which prepares
stisdents for the real world, Universities should
consider separate tracks for research-focused and
teaching focused faculty members, Interests of
faculty members in these two tracks may extend
beyond their primary focus, bat they must not be
expected to excel in both at all times, Otherwise,
there will be scope for resentment and lack of
cormmitment, undermining the very fculty
members whose contributions are critical to the
university's mission,

Universities rmust realise that the scientific
caritent of a paper and its possible societal and
economic impact are more relevant than the
fmpact factor of the journal in which it is
published or the number of ctatbons it garners,
Teaching must be recognised as an important
function of the university and teachers must be
encouriged to improve curricala, Careful,
unbiased judgment must replace metrics,
Universities must enable a paradigm shift in their
institutional culture to value and enable the
sucoess of both research and teaching efforts that
collectively contribute to their overall mission as
being contres of higher education and learning,

The metries-focused system of 'metricocrcy’,
i you will, which we mistakenly believe is
synonymous with meritocracy, has created a
situation which implies that education is a market
rather than a citizen's right and the state’s duty;
knowledge is a commodity and not a means of
becoming more humane; and students are
customers, instead of futare dtizens, This warped
ecosystem views academic rigour as detracting
from the business of delivering the product to the
customer. It kills creativity and the enthusiasm to
bearn, does not prepare students for the real
wotld, and is harmibul to future generations,

Why Italy matters to India

common interests but also joint challenges in

the Indo-Mediterrancan Sea. This region is
wital for global trade, especially for Ttaly which
ranks sixth amonyg the world's largest exporters,
It is also crucial for digital connectivity: the
Blue-Raman submarine data cables will soon
eannect Genon with Mumbad. Pirscy in the Red
Sea, the conflict in Gaza and Lebanon, and the
effects of Russia's aggression against Ukraine on
aggricultural and oil trade require our joint eforts
oy ensure i Free, open, and prosperous
Iracle- Mediterranean.

Therefore, Ttaly has stepped up its
commitment in security and defence in the
Indian Ocean Region and West Asia. Apart from
Joining the Group of Friends of UNCLOS in 2021,
it has been the second lurgest contributor to the
European Union Naval Force (EL NAVFOR)
Aralanta and the Evropean Maritime Awareness
in the Strait of Horrms (EMASoH), Since
February 2024, Italy has been a driving foree in
the EU military operation, EUNAVFOR ASPIDES,
tor safeguard freedom of navigation in the Red
Sea, the Indian Ocean, and the Gulf,

l n this age of ‘polycrisis’, Italy and India share

Naval presence
Wi have also increased our naval presence in
Irnclia, After joining the Information Fusion Centre
of the Indian Ocean Region in March 2023, patrol
ship ITS Francesco Morosini visited Mumbai in
Auygrust 2023, The Italian Carrier Strike Group
(aireraft carrier ITS Cavewr and frigate ITS Alpinoy
s currently in Goa, We are expecting the amazing
tall ship ITS Amerigo Vespueer in Mumbai from
November 28 to December 2 1t s the training
vesse] of the Itabian Navy, We are also planning to
builed an ‘Traly village® that will offer cultural,
fashion, and culinary events, as well as
conferences and exhibitions,

ITS Cavour is a short take off and vertical
landing ship constructed by the Italian naval
shipyard Fincantieri and has been in the service
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of the Italian Navy since 2009, As a ‘dual use’
vessel, it can project maritime power, but also
provide logistical autonomy and serve
environmentil and humanitiian inberventions,
W are delighted that PASSEX exercises (training
exercises to develop and maintain mariner skills
and strengthen imteroperability) are being held
during the stay. ITS Cevour is also hosting a
workshop on defence indusiry cooperation, At
the same time, it serves as a hospital to operate
children with facial malformations: a team of
Indian and lralian doctors is performing surgeries
under the framework of *Operation Smile”,
organised by the Smile House Foundation, Italy.

Defence ties

Bilaterally, the Italy-India defence cooperation
relies on a defence agreement signed in October
2003, This document lays the basis for a further
expansion of our defience ties in many Aebds,
from research to industrial cooperation, maritime
domain awareness, sharing of information, and
education and environmental issues related to
military activities, At the same time, our defence
strongly relies on regular talks such
Inclia Military Cooperation Group
meeting, held in March in New Delhi,

When it comes to defence production, Italy
matters to India: two of our companies, Leonando
and Fincantierd, are ranked among the first 50 of
SIPRI's top arms-producing and military servioes
companies in the world (2022), while other
companies, such as Beretta, Elettronica and
KNDS, albeit smaller in size, possess outstanding
technieal kiow-how. Over the last few years,
Ttalian defence companies have shown to be open
to jodnt ventures, co-production, and joint

redquirernents by the Indian armed forces,

Italy also looks at India as a valuable partner
for development of the Indian Ocean Region,
from East Africa to India's shores via the Arabian
Sea. Both taly and Indian are keen promoters of
Africa inf ional fora and jointly supported
thie inelusion of the African Unbon in the G20,
During the taly-Africa Summit in January, ltaly
Launched a new initiathee with Africa, the Mattel
Plan, aimed at creating a mutually benefieial
partnership to realise several important projects
across the continent. This indtiative mobilises
Ttalian capabilities with €5.5 billion in public
investments and the imvolvement of all public
entities and the private sector, Among the firse
countries chasen for this plan, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Kenya, and Mozambigue are adjacent to the
Indo-Mediterranean area, The ambition is to
engage with other partners to realise sustainable
prajects which will help drive economic and
socil development in Africa.

At the same time, Italy has supported the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC). Amid the conflict in Gaz and the
escalating tensions in West Asia, we believe that
IMEC can be part of a longterm viskon to ensure
shared prosperity in the region. Railway
connections, ports, logistics and custom systems
cin support peace endeavours along a trade
route that is as essential for Ialy as it is for India.

People-to-people ties

Ttaly matters to Inclia as a friend. We host the
second largest Indian disspora in the EU. taly is a
reliable econormic and defence partner, the
second largest manufacturing couniry in Europe,
and a rdaust m::uruty provider taking up

as a member of the EU and NATO,

development. Fincantierd is cooperating with
Cochin Shipyard since 2020, while Elettronica
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
Bharat Electronics Limited in 2019, This
partnership approach is in line with Indias ‘Make
in India’ ambitions and can respond to growing

Wht persists over time are peopleto-people ties,
These bonds dig deep into an ancient history of
conticts between our two civilizations and find
new inspiration with every story of cultural
exchinge, integration, and business success.
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Crisis in West Asia

The United Mations Security
Council called for an
emergency meeting on the
Lebanon-lsrael conflict, but
doesn't seem to be able to
do much to stop the crisis
("Israel vows to hit back at
Iran, reinbarces traops in
Lebanon”, Octaber 3). It is
time for serious reforms in
the UN. The body must
keep pace with a rapidly
changing world order. One
hopes that at keast the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation will try to bring
about peace in West Asia,
Rehith Varen 5.5,

Chennai

Israel showed arrogance in
declaring the UN Secretary
General, Antonio Guterres,
'persona non grata’ It is
anly going to get more and
more isolated in the
international community if
its Prime Minister opens up
more war fronts,

Clje Joseph

Kaottayam

A blow to research?

A PhD candidate must have
an aptitude for research,
apart from a passion for the
subject, and a critical bent
of mind ("The net result will
be poor doctoral research”,
October 3). Not everyone

wihvo passes the NET will
have these skills. It is critical
that wniversities and
institutes of higher learning
and research have
autonomy in selecting PhD
candidates.

Kosaraju Chandramaull
Hyderatiad

Many humanities and social
science departments have
axposed students to global
standards of research at an
affordable cost, despite
challenges such as poor
funding and threats to
academic freedom. By
asking candidates to write

propasals and by

canducting interviews,
universities would test skills
such as writing, critical
thinking, and the art of
formulating research
questions. The UGC's mowe
tests none of these skills. In
the lang run, it will
compromise cur ability to

Ihad cracked NET and
qualified for UGC-JRF in the
19905 without attending
coaching classes, NET was
different back then: Part &
and B were multiple choice
questions (MCQ) and Part C
fon a particular subject) was
deseriptive, Today, Part C

predominantly assesses our
memary capabilities and
recalling abilities, going
back to the earlier pattern
would be a more balanced
and accommadative
suggestion. Replacing NET
with individual entrance
EXAMS across institutions is
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At the Oscars: & 2till from Loopaton Laales, TSERIESVOLUTUBE

Politics of aesthetics: how ‘Laapataa
Ladies’ got a shot at the Oscars

The Academy Award for Best International Film is bestowed on the country and not an individual. As Kiran Rao's soclal satire represents India at the
Academy Awards, let's peel the lavers of the comedy of manners o figure out what it says and what it implies

Anuj Kumar

owards the end of Laapataa
Ladies, when Inspector Shyam
Manohar foretells that Jaya, one
of the two lost ladies’, will go a
long way, constable Dubey responds,
“Incleed sir, she has o reach Dehradun,”
Sinee Kiran Bao's potent comedy of
munmners has been chosen as India’s
official entry w the Oscars this week,
social media is abue with outrage from
those who wanted to see Payal Kapadia's
All We Imagine As Light on the road to Los
Angeles. Taking umbrage to the trite
citation that describes Indian women as ‘a
strange mix of submission and
dominance’, many X-crusaders - like
Dubey — choose only to go by the text,

In the annual din on the selection
process for the Oscars, one thing that gets
lost is that the Academy Award for Best
International Film is bestowed on the
country and not an individual, The
matural follow-up question is what idea of
Inddia do we want our films to represent at
the Oscars? This brings the government of
the day and the politics of aesthetics into
the mix,

On choosing a nominee

The Film Federation of India (FFT), which
picks the representative feature out of a
r_'(lnpt'ditiw;}'nml through a jury, is the
apex body of the film industry that works
with the government to promote,
suppart, and protect the interests of the
film industry. Therefore, the sentiment
that seeks safety over sensitivity remains
ambient, Whether the deciding authority
can process the winds of change, where a
Malayalam film gets short-listed by France
and Santosh, a multi-national
collaborative Hindi crime drama set in
rural north India becomes the UK's shot

at the Oscars, and appreciate the spirit of
vasdhaive kutumbakam seeping inwo
cinema, remains questionable., For now, it
seems keen on saving the notion of
sovereignty in cinema by leaning on what
appears to be less adamant of the female
voices that populated the list as
Koteukdaali, [iozhukdo, and the National
Award winner Aattam were also in the
fray.

Read in context, the seemingly
lossilised view expressed in the citation,
that needed some serious proofreading,
indicates the jury chose to reduce
Laapataa Ladies tw a story of two young
pirls, one happily desiring to be a
homemaker and the other an
entrepreneurially inclined rebel, When
they get swapped during a train journey,
the narrative allows a humorous
exploration of kdentity and social
constructs, A deeper resding suggests
that the form and expression itself work
like a safery pin to hold up the dissenting
core of Lagpataa Lidies,

IF ome deconstructs the structure of the
sociul sative that turns the mainstream
lost-and-found formala on its head, it feels
like an onion, where the Liyers are the
story but as long as you don't cut deep,
tear ducts won't come into play. Lifting
the veil on centuries of everyday
patriarchy, it questions the practice of
women covering their face among the
muajority community at a time when
outside the theatres, power brokers are
desperate to build a narrative around the
hijab of Muslim women. Rao chooses o
underline how patriarchy seeps through
religious divides us i passing sequence
captures a Muslim man talking of
preserving identity while his wife's face is
completely covered.

Abdul, the disabled beggar on the
platform, is an observation of Muslims in

the country, caught between persecution
and persecution complex, Abdul is not
what he books like but that is his survival
meehanism, not an insidious ploy,

mainstream politics
On the surface, the film is safely set in a
fictitious place which feels like on the
bardler of Uttar Pradesh and Bilar where
a young Deepak has to get over his male
o to express his love for his wife Phool,
One can feel how he pulls his entire
weight to utter those simple three words
in English,

The period is 2000 when Narendra
Modi took over as the Chiel Minister of
Gujarat. In the opening train sequence, a
passenpger is reading a Hindi newspaper
with the headline of PM Atal Bilari
Vajpayee visiting Bhuj implying the period
of the devastating earthoguake. Had it
been 2002, another debilitating event for
our democracy would have been on the
cover, This is not the first time that
co-producer Aamir Khan has steered chear
of Gujarat riots, in recent times. His List
film Laal Singh Chaddha comveniently
erased the episode even when creative
honesty demanded otherwise,

It s nat that the star with a voice has
fallen silent, Along with Kiran, he has
found newer ways o subvert, An
independent filmmaker and the
povernment share a motherin-law and
daughterin-law type relationship, In the
film, when an ageing daughter-in-law asks
her mother-indaw whether they could be
friends, the older lady tells ber to give it a
try. The film offers a hand by promoting
organic farming and bef padhao, heti
bachao but also shines a light on darkness
beneath the slogans.

Through Manju Mai, the tea stall owner
in the film who serves feminism in a
kulhad, the film tries to save us from a

fraud sokd to young women in the name
of tradition. But in its universe, some of
the cynicism of the feminist Manju melts
away when the ‘submissive’ Phool enters
her space with the recipe of sweet
kalakand.

Phool doesn't wilt because she has
been trained in making someone else's
kitehen her own,

However, Manju is no lawyer or social
worker — noble professions that are seen
‘with suspicion these days. She is an
entrepreneur who has been hardened by
the vagaries of life. Manju and Phool don't
Jjust develop a covalent bond but an
electrostatic attraction — where they give
and take. Like Kiran and Ravi Kishan, the
BJP lawmaker and socially aware actor
cast o porteay the malleable system in
the film. O like Aamir and Jio Smodios,

According to reports. the media and
content arm of Mukesh Ambani-led
Reliance Industries has garmered 700
crore at the box office in 2023-24, With 11
theatrical releases, 35 divect-tw-digital
releases, and eight original web series
across languages and penres, the
sibwyear-old company's output is bigger
than any other film production company
in the country. But, for now, they are just
numbers, The Oscar nomination brings
the credibility that the group seeks in the
intangible space of culture. Its deep
resources and network provide the small
film the legs w last the expensive
campaign to attract Academy voters and
possibly explain the culiural nuances in
storytelling.

After the Lagaan and Taare Zameen
Par's experience, Aamir is wiser in
making his investments. The audiences,
meanwhile, are advised to take the
message of the Jagre Raho call of the
vetired chaukidar of Laapataa Ladies
seriously.
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On October 1, Jimmy Carter became the first President of the United States to turn
100. How well do you know Carter and the events that he has lived through?

Badhika Santhanam S

QUESTION 3
= A few daya ago, 1t was reported that
QUESTION 1 the site of the worst nuclear accident

10 2002, Ny Caned recelved the
Mobel Peace Prize, According to
the Nobel Committee, he ought o
have received it earlier, in 1978,
Wity did it think so?

[

QUESTION 2

The end of Canter's presidency 13
aften seen as & disastrows period
I U5, forelgn policy, Amang other
events, LS, diplomats and citizens
were Laken hostage in country X,
The eitizens af cauntry X werne
furious that the U5, had granted s
admission to a recently deposed
leader far medical treatment and
warited him back 1o stand trial for
alleged abuses. Name caurtry %
and the leader,

™
K

palitician,

in U5, history, which took place
during the Carter regime, will reapen
by 2028 and sell pawer to
multinational company, What s the
site called?

[

QUESTION &

This village In Haryara was rensimed
on the instructions of Marangi Desal in
1978, As Carter's mother had visited o
havell in the wilage aften, he o
wisgited the willage, alang with his wile,
What is this village called?

QUESTION §

In 1978, Carter was warned by a
palitician that Ted Kennedy might run
against him in L900. Name the

| Y

Visual question:

This s ane of the welrdest monuments te a politician. This goofy
statue s sald 1o even have helped Carter win the election In Georgla

1976 Why does the statue show a peanut?

Questions and Answers to the previous day's
dally quiz: 1. This historic event symbalically
brought to an end the eastern bloc of Germany.
Ans: The fall of the Berlin wWall

2, This particular movernent In Germany, often
inghided a3 one among the Revolutions of 1989,
lel o the downlall of the eastern German bloc,
Ans: Peaceful Revolution

3, Thig BEF&EM"[ decided that Eermany would
be divided and ruled between the main allied
pawers post World War 1, Ans: The Potsdam
L

Ereement
4, The first person ta use the tenm 'lhan Curtaln®
during the Cold War, Ans: Winston Churehill
5, This Chancellar of West Germany released a
10-podnt programeme which called for the eventual
reunification of the bwo Germanies. Ans:
Chancelior Helmut Kohl
Wisual: Identily this checkpoint. Ans: Checkpolnt
Charlle
Early Birds: Pryali Tull| Tito Shiladinya| Abhyuday
Singh Bhadauria) KM, Viswanat han| Bharath
Viswanathan
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Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian

LUpendran
“Burprisel”

i

“Doy [ see tears of sorrow or tears of joy
in your eyes?™
"Neither. | was cutting onions and.,”
How many times do §have to ell you,
it"s ondons! The first syllable ‘on’ is not
pronounced like the word ‘on’. It's
pronounced like the un' in words like
‘bun' s,

“Fun’ and ‘run’, Tknow that, But you
see, a ot of peopbe pronounce the first
syllable like the word 'on’, S0 when | say
the word, Lautomatically say ‘on’, instead
of un'”
void making such a mistake."

‘Tl try, but it's very difficult;”
"Nothing is difficult if you put your
mind to it, Why were you cutting onons,
anyway?"

"My mother needed it for the salsd..”

"The what?"

“The salad, Oh, I'm sorry. The word is
propounded ‘salad’, right? The first
syllable *sa’ is pronounced like the "sa’ in
words like ‘sand’, ‘sad” and “sa’”

“And in the second syllable., ™

“The "4’ is pronounced [ike the 2" in
‘Ching’, The stress is on the first syllable,
“sa, right?”

Excellent.”

“Thanks, By the way, what are you
doing here?"

"Nov, my parents want to see the newly
constructed theatre tomorrow, so..”

"You thought it would be a good idea if
1ecame along with you. After all, I'm..”

“1didn't come here to invite you”™

“You dicin’t?”

“No, 1 didn't. eame b see our
mechanic, [wanted him to give our car
the onee-over before, .

“The ‘once-over'? What does it mean?™

"When you give something the
‘once-over’, you look at or examine it very
quickly. The principal, gave the plans the
onee-over before approving them,
‘Omee-over” can be used with people.”

“Digl the mechanic give your car the
onee-mer?”

“Yes, he certainly did. Hey, what's the
wonderful smell?

"Must be the cake in the oven.”

“You mean oven, The ‘o does not
sound like ‘oh’, Its pronounced like the
“‘w'in “gun’, ‘bun’ and ‘nun’, It is
pronounced like the ‘o' in ‘onion’”

S its oven, with the stress on the first
syllable.”

“Could | have a piece of that cake?”

"Certainly nog™

"There's no point in asking you, I'll ask
your mother”

“She's not here. She's pone 1o buy ice
cream, You see, we're having guests
tonight. And we'll have cake and
ice-cream for desert.”

“Which desert? The Gobi or the
Sahara? Hal Ha!™

“What's so funny?"

“Thie ward you're losoking for is not
‘desert’, but 'dessert’. The stress is on the
secomd syllable sert’. The '
pronounced like the 2" in 'zip', "so0” and
‘zebra’ and the ‘ert’ sounds like the ‘urt’
in words like “hurt’ and ‘curt’. The first
syllable *de’ is like the i’ in dip’, ditch’
and 'dish'.

Published in The Hindu on August 3, 1993,

Word of the day

Gavage:

Feeding that consists of the delivery of a nutrient
solution (s through & nasal tube) to someons
wha cannat or will not eat

SYRONYM: forced feeding

USAEe: Two of the main campounds were
administand by an govage.

Pronunciation: newsthlive/gavagepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jgovory, fgmvers

Foor Teedback and suggestion lor
Tewt & Contest, please write to
letters@thehindu.coln
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Opinion
. . . . .
Should EC ensure internal democracy in political parties?
- 1In a situation where we want or think that
PARLEY I n the EC should regulate internal democracy
in political parties, how can such a law be
ndia’s multi-party democracy thrives on Election Commissioners from different brought in?
W:;l{u;@d: T::pc_sjitical TE countries say that India is a golden example MEM: My simple is thatiti ded
en by individual charisma rather than shere acce o of elec wutlis by 4 : My simple answer is that it is not needed.
0. P, Rawat internal democracy. Despite their role in W 'I’I‘I.-(J: , ::.l:l:_‘n:: ;i:ls;?;m resulesby all S, the question should not arise.
Former Chisl upholding the nation's democratic framework, L8 al 5 05 e 5
Election many parties struggle o maintain democratic 0. RAWAT OPR: | agree with Mr. Madhavan, We should

Commissioner

ME.
Madhavan

co-founder and
President of the
PRS Legislative
Ressarch

structures. Can the Election Commission (EC)
ensure these organisations practise internal
democracy? Former Chief Election
Commissioner 0. P, Rawat and PRS Legislative
Research President M.R. Madhavan discuss this
question with Sreeparna Chakrabarty. Edited
excerpis:

The EC has been thinking of nudging
political parties on the issue of internal
democracy. But how can they do it?

0. P. Rawat: The EC is the registering authority
fiar all the political parties in our country. As
such, the EC monitors whether they are
functioning according to their Constitution,
bry-Laws, etc. And in the process, they also
oversee whether the elections to their office

5 are taking place regularly.

Eut there has been one important point in
this whole issue. This was the 2002 ruling of the
Suprems Court which says that the EC cannot go
into the political process and anything which is
part of the political process per se. That is why it

obtained on the basis of fraud or other things,
but they cannot de-register a party if they don't
have periodic elections. Otherwise, to whatever
extent the liws permit, the EC is doing it.

M. R. Madhavan: [ have a slightly different way
of looking at it: what is the EC's core mandate
according to the Constitution? Their mandate is
o conduct elections for Parliament, State
Legislatures, and the posts of President and Vice
President of India. They have to maintain
electoral rolls and under Article 103, they advise
on disqualification of any MP. There is a similar
ane for MLAs other than the anti-defection
disqualifications, which is decided by the
Speaker and not by them. That is their limited
mandate,

And the question is are they carrying out this
mandate well ar not? So, any institution, should
first do its core job and then take on more
things. And my argument is that the EC has
deteriorated in its core job and they are unable
to do even that.

So before giving any institution an extra
mandate, | would require them to do their core
job first. That is my limited point and 1 would
not give them anything more because they are
not competent enough to do what they are
supposed to do inany case.

Fair process: & boy walks past a painting made for voter awareness by EC at
Jalore in Rajasthan on April 1B, 2024, SHASHI SHERHAR KASHYAR

What would be your views on whether the
EC should have the power to de-register
parties at all?

OPR: | would like 1o say that the EC does
whatever is mandated to it with efficiency. The
only thing is that when it comes to the
de-registration of parties, it will have many
different directions or dimensions.

You know, elections are challenged only by
way of election petitions according to our
Constitution. We have been monitoring this and
find that these disputes are much less every time
over the years. If you compare us with the
democracy in the most developed country as
well, they had a storming of their legislature
when the results were against one candidate.

This kind of thing, we never witn
country after any election, and political
acceptance of the election results is beyond
imagination for all democracies which is borne
by international conferences which | attended
and which my colleagues attended everywhere.
Election Commissioners from different
countries say that India is a golden example
where acceptance of election results by all
political parties is enormous.

With these credentials, if the EC is made to go
into the internal process, the political process
for de-registering, we will be running the risk of
getting the poll body into a mo here even
the main stakeholders — the pol parties —
will start developing suspicion. 8o, I think we
have to take 2 view in totality not only in the
comtext of political parties about registration and
regulation but also about the delivery of
elections time and again on the stipulated time
and in a free fair manner.

MRM: So, 1 am not going to talk about the ECs
reputation, which has been very high, but it has,
in my opinion, faltered in the rating
But back to the idea of political parties being
regulated by them, [ would agree with Mr. Rawar
in saying that they should not get into that.
Because then the EC becomes political, and
susceptible to various political pressures, it
should maintain its distance from the politics of

the day. So, I would say whether parties hold
internal elections or not, you cannot regulate
them because even today they are required to
hold. But what do they do? There is somebody
who manages it so that somebody is contesting
unelected or it is managed so that the people
know who is going to get elected. | would say the
diseipline of political parties should come from
the electorate. If people think that this party is
not democratic and you want a democratic
party, dom’t vote for them. If people want them,
they will vote for them.

Is there any existing legal ground on which
elections can be mandated within political
parties?

OPR: No, 1 feel there is nothing except for this
registration of political parties by the EC and the
periodical review of compliance with their
Constitution, their by-laws, and all those things.
But in the end, it is a very kind of loose
compliance which is visible.

Probably the most well-known instance of EC
intervening in the lack of democracy issue
was when they rejected the YSRCP proposal
to make Jagan Mohan Reddy permanent
president of the party. They said that sucha
step was inherently anti-democratic. Was
this within its mandate?

OPR: Actually, the EC does not have that kind of
mandate, but within the framewark of the
political party registration rules, the EC is
overseeing the compliance with their
Constitution and their bylaws. Now amending
that is contrary to the democratic idea of
periodic elections and that is the point at which
the EC took shelter to reject the move,

MRM: Does it matter? Because let them make
that intervention. The party re-elects the same
person again, who will contest unopposed. 1
mean the whole thing is that what we are talking
about is not the reality but what could be in the
letter of the law and what can they do. But if in
reality, political parties are being essentially
dominated by one personality who controls the
whole thing, then there is nothing that stops
them from having an election with one
candidate whoowill get selected for a post. So, it
will tick the boxes, but there is absolutely no
difference in practice.

leave this kind of decision to the people who are
the sovereign electorate and therefore 1
personally feel that one should mot think of that.

‘Why this question arises again and again, is
that the EC has made certain observations in
many of the cases where parties are split.

OPR: Actually, these issues fall under the
political party’s symbaols order, 1968, Paragraph
15, And under that, EC goes by four tests when
there is a split, whether every faction has been
following the party Constitution, whether they
have been having the majority of the party the
organisation whether they have been having the
majority of the legislature wing or they are
proceeding according to the by-laws,

All these four tests are applied every time
starting from Sadiq Ali case. It always comes
down to the legislative majority, because all
ather tests fail.

The only test which is amenable to the
summary inguiry is the number of legiska
with the splinter group. So, whoever has the
majority of a number of legislators with the
splinter group gets the party symbaol and the
party name and that has been the case with the
EC. In the text arguments are there where the
arguments cover the aspects that since this
group which was in command did not hold
elections, did not sort of follow these by-laws,
and therefore whatever orders they have passed
for disqualifying are imvalid all those things are
just for by way of explanation.

MERM: | will just add one thing, which is that |
mean, | am looking at it as a dtizen, right? [
mean, it is in our interest that EC has a very high
credibility on whatever it does, so that we trust
the provess.

They need to have an ohjective way of making
the decision and as Mr. Rawat said, if you are
counting the number of legislators supporting,
there is an actual mumber there and vou can
count if mumber 4 is greater than number B or is
number A less than number B and make that
decision. So, that is a fairly wise way of doing it
without getting politically entrapped and 1 think
they have been smart at doing that,

0[x40}
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Endless tides in reporting

Abhinay Deshpande

aharashira, the land of Chhatra-
M pati Shivaji Maharaj, is a relent-

less battleground of political ac-
tivity. In the two years since | started
reporting on the State’s GPS — gover-
nance, politics, and society — there has
not been a dull day. New controversies of-
ten arise before the previous ones have
even begun to cool down.

The Oppasition's vigorous efforts keep
issues in the spotlight, while the ruling
dispensation is never far behind in deli-
vering rebuttals, whether through tradi-
tional media or a post on X.

The political landscape here is marked-
Iy different from Telangana, where 1 re-
ported from 2015 to 2022, In Telangana,
the K. Chandrashekhar Rao-led TRS (now
BRS) government dominated the narra-
tive, leaving little room for dissent, as the
Opposition was weakened by defections
and had minimal representation in the
Ascembly. Reporting there felt like cover-
ing a monologue, with few challenges o
the ruling party’s agenda. The Opposition
parties struggled to make their presence
felt. In contrast, the Opposition MVA in
the western State is vocal, challenging the
EOVErTIMENt a3t eVeTy move,

Amid this storm, it is easy to lose sight
of the bigger picture. The issues that dom-
inate headlines one day can fade from pu-
blic consciousness almost as quickly as
they arise. This is not just a symptom of
the State’s volatile political climate, but 2
reflection of the evolving news cycle.

Grave matters often do not receive the
follow-up they deserve. As journalists, we
try to keep pace, but the flood of news
can sometimes wash away our resolve to
revisit stories once they are off the front
page. It is a challenge to ensure that im-
portant issues are not lost in the nois

I NOTEBOOK l

Maharashtra’s GPS

itical arena marked
reporting on governance, politics, and society is anything h|.|[ dull

tion.

hoping to provide the depth and context
that gets lost in the rush.

One of the first controversies I covered
after shifting to Maharashtra was Vedanta
Foeonn's decision to open a semicon-
ductor plant in neighbouring Gujarat in-
stead of Maharashtra. The Oppaosition
criticised the Eknath Shinde-led govern-
ment for its perceived failure. This story
dominated the headlines, and journalists
were caught in a whirlwind of press con-
ferences, statements, and counter-state-
ments. But as with so many other issues,
the noise died down. The media moved
o, as did the politicians, leaving behind a
trail of unanswered questions.

The latest issue where we journalists
lost track of follow-up is the alleged sexual
assault of two kindergarten girls in Badla-
pur. The streets were filled with angry
voices demanding justice, and the media
played its part. But then, on August 26, a h
giant statue of the Maratha warrior king
Shivaji Maharaj collapsed. The Opposition
was quick to pounce, alleging corruption
in the statue's construction. The sexual
assault case was suddenly overshadowed.
This is a stark reminder of how quickly
things can change, and how easily the me-
dia's attention can be diverted. The role of
the Opposition cannot be overstated, s it
keeps the government on its toes and, by
extension, keeps us journalists on ours,

Amid the cacophony of daily news,
somme issues refuse to fade away. Whether
it is the ongoing battle over reservations
for the Maratha community or the peren-
nial debate over development, these sto-
ries keep coming back, demanding atten-

‘We continue to distil through the noise
and deliver what matters while waiting —
for the next big event, twist, and revela-
tion. This constant churn is exhausting,
I | butit is what makes reporting on Maha-

Beirut, Lebanon, an Thursday. REUTERS

Greek and Greek Cyprict nationals onboard a Hellenic Al Force C130 as they are evacuated from Lebanon, due to ongaing hestilities between Hezbollah and the lsraell farces, in

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 4, 1974

Many top smugglers
crippled by govt. drive

Madras, Oct. 3: The anti-smuggling
crack-down launched by the enforcement
agencies has more or less “crippled” some of
the top smugglers, and they have lost their
"marale” for dealing in contraband gold and
other goods, according to Revenue
Intelligence authorities here,

have found myself grappling with t rashira's GPS so rewarding, Some of the lesser known persons engaged
sue more than once. However, we ul‘tcn i gold smuggling have lost their heart and
write long-form pieces on these issues, deshpands i T i their desire to branch off nto other

cM
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legitimate activities, these sources said,

Some of the top smugglers detained under
MISA in the South are said to have had an
all-India network. Recent raids on residences,
godowns, etc., of persons known to be their
close associates resulted in a catch of Rs. 70
lakhs worth of primary gold. These men are
known to have dealt mainly in smuggled gold
from Sri Lanka. The gold from Sri Lanka was
mainly melted from ornaments. Some of the
seized gold bore the markings *People's Bank
of &ri Lanka™ The gold brought from Dubai
and other areas was smuggled into convenient
landing places along the west coast between
Kasaragod and Jamnagar and transported to
key distribution points like Bangalore, Madras,
Madurai, Rajphmundry and Vijayawada,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGOD OCTOBER 4, 1924
Government Committee.

Simla, Oct. 3: The Government of India
anmounce through a resolution in the Gazette of
India the appointment of two officers to enquire
into the question of the amalgamation of the
Oriya-speaking tracts, Mr. Sachidananda Sinha
moved in the c)]d Imperial Council a resolution
Tecom ling that a mixed C i af
non-officials and officials be appointed to
formulate a scheme for the amalgamation of
Oriya-speaking tracts at present administered or
controlled by the Governments of Madras,
Bengal, and the Central Provinces with the

existing Orissa Division of the Province of Bihar
and Orissa; and in accordance with the promise
then made on behalf of the government, much
information on the subject has been collected.
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Number of Lebanese

registered under the

the UN for Nigeria

PM Internship scheme

people killed in Israel-

The loan approved to

support Himachal

flood victims

Aceording to police

NDPS in H.P. last vear
data, 3,118 people,

2 314 Including six

ferelgners, were arrested In Himachal
Pradesh under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotrapic Substances Act in 2023, e

in 5 mvillion. The country's mansaon
5 has killed mare than 300 people and

it has affected more than 1.2 millien
people in at least 31 out of its 36 States,
accarding to the National Emergency
Management Agency. ar

in 2024-25

In crore. On Thursday,
the government

rolled eut an
intemship programme that will provide
financial assistance of 60,000 per annurm
to 1 crare youth over five years, m

Hezbollah crossfire

tourism

This figure
l 928 Includes those
2 wha have bean
killed since the Gaza war erupted on

Dctober 7, 2023, accarding ta Lebanon's
disaster management agency. wv

in 5 millian. The Asian
162 Development Bank has
approved a loan to
suppart sustainable tourism development
projects in Himachal Pradesh. en
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On SIPCOT and Tamil Nadu industries

o

When was the State Indusries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited (SIPCOT) formed? Has it generated job opportunities? Where was the first ever
SIPCOT industrial park established? How has it improved the State’s industrial sector? What about startups?

XPLAINER

Sangeetha Kandavel

The story so far:
n September 28, Tata Motors
Group, producer of
commercial and passenger
vehicles, held the
groundbreaking ceremony of its new,
world-class production facility to
manufacture cars and SUVs, at the State
Industries Promotion Corporation of
Tamil Nadu Limited (SIPCOT) industrial
park at Panapakkam in Ranipet district,
Tamil Nadu. This is Tamil Nadu's 50th
SIPCOT industrial park and the 27th
SIPCOT park of the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMEK) government. The Tamil
Madu government has set a target of
becoming a $1 trillion economy by 2030
and SIPCOT will play a crucial role in
helping the State reach this goal.

Why was SIPCOT formed?

SIPCOT was established on March 25, 1971
with the objective to plan, develop,
operate and promote industrial growth in
Tamil Madu. It was started with a vision to
promote medium and large scale
industries in Tamil Nadu, as the State was
in the nascent stage of its industrial
growth with the initial success of the
MSME sector. The first industrial park was
established in Ranipet in 1973, with the
land extent for the first phase here being
729.79 acres. Thirumalai Chemicals Pvt.
Ltd {47.25 acres), Ultra Marines &
Pigments Lid. (19.00 acres) and SRP Tools
Ltd (13.5 acres) were the initial firms that
booked space at the first SIPOOT park.

How did SIPCOT distribute itself?
According to details provided by SIPCOT
Managing Director K. Senthil Raj, in the
initial years, two industrial parks were
established — Ranipet and Hosur, with the
former focussing on leather, chemicals
and pharma industries while the Litter
focused on automobiles and the general
engineering sector.

Quiek rse: The SIPOOT industrial estate in Rani pet, Tamil Madw. FLE FHOTD

Further information shared by SIPCOT
shonws that Kanchipuram was developed
as an auto and electronics cluster, due
its prosdimity to the capital Chennai

will come up in the next one year while

many of the existing parks will be
expanded. Mr. Senthil Raj stated that the
d data showed that SIPCOT has been
like | i lin the establishment and

because of the presence of «
Hyundai Motors, Yamaha, Eicher, Renault
Missan, Daimler, Foxconn, Flextronics and
Samsung among others. Chengalpattu
was developed as an IT duster due to the
presence of IT majors like TCS, CTS,
Syntel and Hexaware to name a few and
has now emerged as a data centre hub.
Additionally, Hosur in Krishnagiri district
was developed to have a SIPCOT park to
take advantage of the human and
intellectual capital of Bangalore. To
promote the development of industrially
backward districts, Manamadurai,
Milakotai, Pudukottai, Gangaikondan etc
were also developed.

Currently, Tamil Nadu has 50 SIPCOT
industrial parks. Around 17 more parks

growth of 3,290 indwstrial units with a
cumulative investment of about 2185 lakh
crore over the past 53 years, generating
over .20 lakh job opportunities.

What efforts is SIPCOT taking to
improve industrial growth in T.N.?
Currently, SIPCOT is focusing on
promoting sector specific industrial parks
such as an international furniture park at
Thoothukudi; a medical devices park at
Oragadam; electronic manufacturing
clusters at Manallur and Pillaipakkam;
mega food parks at Manapparai,
Tindivanam and Theni; a future mobility
park and a e-vehicle park at Shoolagiri
and Manallur respectively. Efforts are also

being taken to provide accommodation to
the workforce, with SIPCOT developing
an industrial hoasing facility with 18,720
beds at VallamVadagal. Apart from this, it
has also formed a Special Purpose Vehicle
called the Tamil Nadu Industrial Housing
Private Limited (TNIHPL) to provide
affordable and sustainable housing for
industrial workers, Currently, TNIHP!
developing a 807-bedded working
womens” hostel in the SIPCOT Industrial
Park, Siruseri.
Additionally to manage water, Tertiary
Treatment Reverse Osmosis (TTRD) water
is being supplied to industries located in
the Kanchipuram district from the 45
MLD TTRO plant established by the
Chennai Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (CMWSSE) in
Koyambedu. SIPCOT is also establishing a
20 MLD TTRO plant at Kelavarapalli to
cater to the water requirements of
industries located in the Hosur area.

What is SIPCOT trying to do in the
startup eco-system?

SIPCOT Industrial Innovation Centres.
{S11C) have been established in SIPCOT
industrial parks at Hosur and
Sriperumbudur at a project cost of ¥33.46
crore by availing a grant of 21420 crore
fram the Tamil Nadu Innovation
Initiatives (TANII) scheme under the State
Planning Commission, Government of
Tamil Nadu.

According to Mr: Senthil Raj, these
centres are envisioned as world-class
incubation centres capable of nurturing
and accelerating industrial innovations
and technology powered startups,
bosting the growth of the
high-technology sector in Tamil Nadu and
further strengthening the productivity
and competitiveness of the
manufacturing sector, SIPCOT envisages
to evaluate over L,ODO innovative ideas,
over 200 prototypes and promote 30
startups’ graduation tll the seed
investment stage. SIPCOT is also
developing a state-of-the-art skill
development centre in SIPCOT Industrial
Park, Shoolagiri, Krishnagin district.

THE GIST

-

SIPCOT was established on
March 25, 1971 with the
abjective to plan, develop,
operate and promote industrial
growth in Tamil Madw.

-

Currerity, Tamil Madis has 50
SIPCOT industrial parks.
Around 17 mare parks will
came up in the next one year
while many of the existing
parks will be expanded.
SIPCOT has been instrumerital
in the establishment and
growth of 3,290 industrial units
with & cumulative investment
of about TLES lakh crore over
the past 53 years, generating
aver B.20 lakh jab
OppOrtunities.

-

SIPCOT envisages o evaluate
aver 100D innovatie ideas,
aver 100 prototypes and
promote 30 startups'
graduation till the seed
Investment stage,

What is the status of the
Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0?

What are the various health and environmental

Si Chakraba

The story so far:
ndia has more than 3,000 legacy
waste dumpsites, with 2,424 of
them having a waste load of more

than 1,000 tonnes, The Central
povernment launched the legacy waste
management project as part of the
Swachh Bharat fon (SEM) 2.0 in
October 2021, for a period of five years tll
2026. However, more than halfway
through the time period, only 471 out of
the 2,424, that is 19.43% of dumpsites
have been completely remediated.

What are legacy waste dumpsites?
Legacy waste dumpsites are dumpsites
that contain solid waste that have been
collected and stored for years inan
unscientific and uncontralled manner.
Mumicipal solid waste generation in India
is estimated to be around 150,000 tonnes
per day, according to the State of India's
Environment 2023 repart. With almost no
installed facility in India for handling solid

K »

waste, the municipal corporations,
municipal councils and nagar (city)
panchayats have traditionally opted for
creating man-made garbage hills.

These dumpsites originally developed
on the outskirts of the cities. However,
with the expansion of cities, these sites
are now often found in the heart of cities
on harren land or in landflls. According
to estimates of the Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Ministry, approximately
15,000 acres of prime real estate is buried
under nearly 16 crore tonnes of legacy
waste across the country.

What are the health hazards?
Legacy waste dumpsites can pose a
number of health hazards for citizens,
Exposure to emissions from hazardous
‘waste can irritate the mouth and throat,
Inhaling methane from landfills can cause
nausea, vomiting, and loss of
coordination. Ragpickers who work at
landfills can develop skin allergies from
years of exposure to waste. People who
live near landfills may be prone to

ks arising from legacy waste dumpsites?

developing tuberculosis, asthma,
diabetes, depression, cholera, malaria,
and other diseases. They are also a source
of greenhouse gas emissions, such as
methane and carbon dicexide.

What is the Swachh Bharat Mission?
The Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) or
Clean India Mission is a country-wide
campaign launched by the Central
government on October 2, 2014 to
eliminate open defecation and to create
Open Defecation Free (ODF) villages. The
mission aimed to achieve an
“open-defecation free” India by October
2, 2019 coinciding with the 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi through
the construction of toilets.

In 2021, the Government launched its
second edition — the five-year Swachh
Bharat (Clean India) Mission-Urban 2.0
{SBM-U 2.0), committing to making all
cities “garbage-free cities" by 2026, while
maintaining ODF status across 4,372
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs). Italso has a
vision of 100% source segregation, door

o door collection and scientific
management of all fractions of waste,
induding safe disposal in scientific
landfills. The SBM 2.0 aims to remediate
all legacy dumpsites and convert them
into green zones. The mission has also
made provisions for scientific landfills to
dispose of untreated inert waste and
process rejects, in order to prevent fresh
dumpsites being created.

Action plans amounting to ¥3,226 crome
of Central Share (CS) assistance on
remediation of legacy waste dumpsites
‘has been approved so far. An advisory has
also been issued to the States/Union
Territory administrations on landfill
reclamation. As per financial norms of
centrally sponsored schemes, State/ UT
governments are required to put ina
matching share from their own side, while
disbursing the funds to respective ULEs.

‘What has been the progress so far?
According to the dashboard of the
Swachh Bharat Mission website, as on
September 24, out of the 2,424
dumpsites, 471 sites have been
remediated, remediation in 1,236 has
been approved and is on-going, and 727
sites have been untouched. As far as area
is concerned, of the total 17,039.71 acres,
27 % has been reclaimed and 73% is yet to
be reclaimed.

Among States, Tamil Nadu has the
maximum area reclaimed from dumpsites
at 837 acres (42%). Gujarat is the best
performing State with 75% area (698 out
of 938 acres) of landfills reclaimed.

THE GIST

-

The Swachh Bharat Mission
(SBM] or Clean india Missien is
a couritry-wide campaign
launched by the Central
governiment om Dctober 2, 2014
1o eliminate open defecation
and to oreate Open Defecation
Free (DDF| wllages,
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In 2021, the Gavemment
launched its second edition —
the flve-year Swachh Bharat
(Clean india) Mission-Urban 2.0
(SEM-U 2.0], committing to
rvaking all cities “garbage-free
cities” by H026.
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Expasure to emissions from
hazaredous waste can irritate
the mauth and throat. Inhaling
methane from landfills can
causE naLses, vamiting, and
loss of coordination.
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Income Tax should address alleged tax transgressions, not
raise foreign bogeys or behave like a corporate’s hired gun
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WoRrDLY WISE
OVERPOWER. OVERTAKE. (OVERCOME.
— SERENA WILLIAMS

Both for and against

On One Nation One Election, arguments are limited.

Democracy needs animagination beyond timing of polls

PraTar BHANU MEHTA

IMUST CONFESS toa somewhat mone agnos-
tic view of Oine Mation, 0I’|L‘ Ell:tunn (ONOT-_,I

crackdown on five NGOs the

r" '1HE INCOME TAX

country’s most n‘sprttcd public policy think tanks, the Ctnm‘ for ]’O]Ity

thanmost of alScience.

]doﬂm L

overreach. itisah

Research

A spares for free expression and civil society action in a democracy. As a report
in this paper has shown, the “intimation letters™ ssued to the NGOs are loose and wolu-
minous, straying far beyond the |-T department’s remit. On the one hand, they seek to
‘weaponise the rule book's fine pnm against the targeted NGOs_ And, on the other, they
indulgein brush ing There are

mlm:c report is Tu]l nfhmlcu The idea thar

this is necessary for national unity, govern-
yorree

diture is speculative at best. But the maore 1

hearthe Tit-

icised, the less | am convinced that those

e " A F e ot -
several pointed references to *foreign funding”, unsubstantiated allegations that it was Eroun ks
| Let through the it
being “misused” for, at the very least, “activities contrary to the objects for which they ﬁTE:l = EE ugh perplexitics.
(the NGOs) were formed”, and, in fact, to fulfil agendas that sccl: to stall this country's tions about huwmsmldwudc But these
“economic projects”. The I-T doe its man- are inall likelihood,
date of i replfthe i of W of politics.
Actual

safeguarding " natlunal interest” from NGCks all:gcd]y bent on hurting it. [t also sccsln-
ter-connecti proc

First, it is not clear why ONOE is thought
lu be incurnpaLthcwim]ndia's diversity. Wy

‘where none exist, and tr that do,
Several concer i the living spaces 7
of these NGOs, by witha freeze oninflow llyhawmln'{ﬁin‘mmy il
of forei ion of their FCRA itisan " ernment’s that it is nro:ssary for
thatis dcslgnod towound, if not w L To beginwith, the mdlscnrnmatrsuﬂmngand de- national unity, This issue seems to be com-
“foreign ythatcel- Pletelyarthe 3 tions.
chrates [un.‘ﬂgn direct nm:‘snnr:nr in other sectors and congratulates itself for seizing its sarhetoricalved herving.

Thereis al: dis-
trust at work here that is even more disturbing. The ruling establishment at the Centre,
now in its third h:rm. hasbeen \aslhly ill at ease with civil suclcry actors, Be it think tanks

Second, itis not clear why such a proposal
necessarily entails an impatience with the
clutter of democratic politics. ktstill takes elec-

hinstil ies, o aspe- bei ient with the so-called clutter But
cific e cause or policy goal, irinnocence. byitself has no suchimplication.
It many of the critic

They have been called upon to perform their allegiance to a “national interest™ dcﬁnrdhy
the powers-that-be. This constant baiting by
and institutions that are autonomous and outside its direct control, its insecure and re-
strictive view of their legitimate activities, is tal:mga toll After all, a deliberative democ-
racy thrives on ideas and i i
The I-T department must be reined mhytlmscwhnpull its strings. NGOs must be al-
their shoulders. The country’s coal
plant projects that the 1T seems to be so protec-
tlwalnnmllguon Dcw:luprnmmmtthmmncdbythc]’mplc Itcertainly does not
inistrations. Surely, Acdani Group and JSW, the
address legal projects —

it d and grow,

irworkowithout constantly

q taxman'’

in these reports, can

the Income Tax department should not behave like their hired gun,

ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM

Shelving latest elephant census shows government's
conservation eﬂ’om; in ponrllght
RELIABLE POPULATION
gered animals, However, mostwildlife, especially large mammals, is not easy
to survey — the animals are often camouflaged or on the move. That's why
enumeration methods, across the world, hau\:'mb: refined frequently. In

to reduce democracy just to staggered elec-
uuns(nmmn m: nunlzr nncrd\cmnn—
ber compe-
tition. But democracy n:q.un:s much more. It
requires the Formarmodommdcmd public

Many of the erit
to employ the same
formalistic logic the
povernment does. One
clection equals lower
expenditure. It equals more
national unity, and more
efficiency. But the critics also
seem to fall into a similar
formalism: Staggered

opinion, cvil society thematch-
ingof publicaccountability bo time horizons of
policies. The most considered challenge with
elections is that we operate only in
one mode of our democratic being — the
made of partisanship. ONOE might actually
be good for social movements, since one of
d\cwa_l,s inwhich nuldcmuclacyhas bccn
isthat
colonise democracy all the way down.
Elections are one made, and their essence is
TR0 st vOter A

clections equal diversity and
more democracy, Critics of
the proposal are right in one
respect — there are lots of
small reforms in elections,

in Parliament that are
more low-risk and have a
high beneficial impact

for democracy.

Itizat least as likely that other modes of mo-

ahlethan relying on backroom deals. Having

are not under the constant shadow of parti-
sanship. We actually might get other, more
creative forms of democratic clutter,

Third, it is not clear why ONOE necessar-
ihy entails presidentialism, or that it will “na-
tionalise” state elections. People worry that
if national and state elections are held m-
gether, somehow national issues will domi-
nate. In part this claim is based on ambigu-
ous evidence from a few states whlch
experient

Centre, But there is a lallacy ufomnmsmun

anoc term be fior bess than

five the cloc
nat be aesthetically symmetrical, but there
s nothing undemocratic about it
Scepticism about some of the criticdisms
of the OMNOE proposal on the grounds that it
is anti-democratic does not mean that the
arguments for the proposal are strong. It is
Just that many of the criticismes seem toem-
ploy the same formalistic logic the goven-
ment does. One election equals lower expen-
diture. It equals more national unity, and
more efficiency. But the critics also seem to

It is not clear that if ctions
were to happen nationally, the same result
would followe Moreover, there is an anti-dem-

fallinto a si formalism: »
tions equal diversity and more democracy.
Cntlcsnfmcpmpuﬁlamr@nnnmmspctt

ocratic elitism in this asif voters

lections,

are not intelligent enouwgh to distinguish lo-
cal versus national issues or candidates. In
fact, national leaders may have to rely more
onloc

as much time in each state, as they can do
now when elections are They

in Parliament that are more low-risk and
have a high beneficial impact for democracy.
These should be tried first.

Mowving to ONOE will be constitutionally
cumbersome. It is actually not clear thatitwill

could also have toworry that local anger can
rebound nationally, if they don’t pay atten-
tion. Our current system did not prevent
semi-presidentialism Whether OMOE turns
presidential is vastly under-determined asis
whether the direction of influence will be
from national to local or vice versa.

Fourth, there is aworry that this signifies
the diminution of the power of the represen-
tative, and hcncc tlv: du;mty oflaglslanuc

pcrp]m:mg, Fm'nnctluru;.thr alm-dcﬁcctm

reduce especially if we think of
expenditure by candidates. It is notclear itwill
reduce the pressunes for “fiscal populism™ [ this
should be lessof awormy for us than ofigarchic
power, but let us leave that aside for now). In
a competitive political system, if there is no
to outhid each other in what they offer the
electorate, no matter when the election. And
clearly the higeest risk of the proposal is not
i toral mechani express-
ingdiscontent for a full five years.
Thereis one kind of democratic clutter that

ctively of the
mdwldual representative and made them
creatures of their party. Second, no-confi-
dence motions almost never succeed. Since
Indcpmdrm:l: of the 27 mntm argmbly

—more em-
p\:w:n:d Iocal governments. More than fre-
quent elections, one of the things holding
India back is the state of local gmvernments,

Thrscc]cctinrsamﬁnu:lyommsmd but have

ity. Thcdlgmry of Parliament has o be re-
stored, but again ONOE may be orthogonal
o it. There is the tricky issue of what hap-
pensifagovernment Ealls: rnldway\humu]d

never they de
serve, They need JIIEJEII reform. But it is not
clear whether ONOE is a panacea or apoca-
Iypse for democracy. it may be quite beside
the point. Dcmu:lacy needs an imagination

argue that if you bring

it is more honest to have to face anclccmrn
for the remaining duration of the assembly.
‘Thisis actually more democratically acoount-

g tions.
The writer is contributing editor,
Indian Express

WRITERS IN AN Al FUTURE

Al can’t replicate what inventive writers can do. But writing must keep up

MERU (GOKHALE

India, for instance, the tiger crisis of the proc

the majestic animal. Though ons continue i the exact the

hlgcaLthr:TlgrrCcnsusmdaywwldnanmamumrpmmdthrmnfthcmma]

T Other animals, however, have not reced
Thr-cuunrry‘sathcr harismatic mammal, the elephant, isac

A census is conducted every five years to measure its population. After 2017, the Wildlife
Institute of India (WII), the surveying agency, changed its mhnd. From miymg on direct
headcount or of the WII al h
used tigers. lts report, which shows ial decline i animal's popu-
Iannnowldwr]lbcamﬂcmmufdlc long-term status of the elephant — u\dmtthcﬁu\:

EVERYWHERE | TURMN these days, someone
is asking me, “Will Al replace writers?"
With all the buzz around artificial intelli-
gence and its rapid advancement, it's only
natural towonder about its impact on writ-
ing. Having spent 20 years in the publish-
ing industry and the last two immersed in

about. There are those

depth tu their work. These writ-

stick iC pattems;

yearsof the Censs, The o ALIfelt it was time to share my thoughts.
mal, which hasc 1 conflict last twodecades However, Firstaff. | believe Ehe answer st sim-
asani NS, has chy e yeport, ple yes or no. It really depends on which
The: s habitat changes in recent y du hi iom of writers we'n i
' pment projects. As the partp fragmen- whobring lrcsh ideas, innovative concepts,
tation of habitats " long-ranging elep venture into unoccupied ar- g research and
- : i id i
el P v ers push boundaries, challenge norms and
A LU —NOLLSE ) introduce perspectives that shift our cul-
butalsoinh first step e suchconflicts. tural conversations, In my view, they're not
Th!.‘daﬂta]lwllw aviable ion that can share space with humans. atriskof being replaced by Al anytime soon,
Thei: analso lay the it i Tlu:nthcrc are writers who tend to re-
In 200, an Elephant Task Farce, c istry, advocated d
a"robust science-based and " of the large Thethen Moy don'tadd much to the dialogue, For

UPA government did not do much by way of working on the panel's recommendations.
The NDW government claims that the elephant’s status has stabnlscd inthe cutmtr}( Its

them, the situation is a bit more compli-
cated, | don't foresee a moment when Al
suddenty replaces these writers, But it'sim-

For writers who are
innovators — those who
pour their hearts into their
work, who explore
uncharted territories of
thought and emotion — Al
is more a l:ml than a threat.
Ttcana with research,
help organise ideas, or even
sugpest alternative

prevarication over the latest survey, however, casts its effc
inpoorlight 1 claimsof

IN THE GAME

With some of the best players fortified by the Women's Premier
League, India are strong contenders in the T20 women's cup

NDIA BEGIN THEIR women's T20 World Cup campaign with a genuine belief in
ending their long wait for an 10C title. Having faltered in summit dashcs in botmhl:

portant to recogni: yre
wvalued more for their ability to produce
competent, coherent content than for in-
troducing truly original ideas. This is where
Al starts to become a significant factor.
Writing isn't just about putting words
on a page. It's about conveying ambiguous
thoughts, emotions, and experiences in a
way that connects with readers. [t's about
sparking imagination, provoking thought,

I But it can'’t replace
the human element that
miakes their writing unique.
On the flip side, writers
whose work is largely
derivative or formulaie

and sometimes even inspiring change. Al,
impressive as it is, doesn't possess con-
sCiousness or genuine creativity. It can
mimic patterns, generate text that follows
certain rules, and even produce content that
reads well at a glance. But it doesn't feel, and
itdoesn't think in the way humans do.

Forwriters who are innovators — those
who pour their hearts into their work,
who explore uncharted territories of
thought and emotion — Al is more a
tool than a threat. [t can assist with research,
help organise ideas, or even suggest
alternative phrasings. But it can’t replace
the human element that makes their
writing unique,

On the flip side, writers whose work is
largely derivative or formulaic might find

Readers value genuine voices. They seek
connections with the author through their
ideas, shared experiences, emotional reso-
nances. Al can’t replace a writer's personal
Jjourney, their failures, triumphs, and every-
thing in between.

5o where does this leave us? [ think it's
wise for each weriter to reflect on their own
work. Are you pushing boundaries?
Bringing new ideas to the table? Offering
perspectives that challenge or inspire? Or
are you sticking closely to established pat-
terns without adding anything?

This isn't about inducing fiear but about
bringing awareness towhat | think has been
a black-and-white conversation. The land-
scape is changing, and being realistic about
these shifts allows writers to adapt and

Al encroachi ir territory. Al can ef-
ficiently produce content that fits estab-
lished templates or covers well-trodden
topics. If a writer's primary contribution is
delivering large volumes of predictable
“rontent”, it's worth worrying about how
Al might affect their role.

But even here, the situation isn't black
and white. Writing, at its core, is a human
endeavour. Even formulaic writing often re-
quires a level of understanding, nuance, and
adaptahility that Al hasn't mastered. Tone,
voice, context, cultural references — all

grow. Embracing Al a: needed,
rather than viewing it solely as a competi-
tor can open up new possibilities.

The act of writing is a deeply personal
journey that Al can’t replicate. But even
within that, there's room for adaptation.
Writers are great at evolving and finding
ways to infuse more originality into their
waork. The key is to stay curious, keep learn-
ing, and not shy away from new things.

The future isn't set in stone. 1t's shaped
by how wie respond to the changes around
us Keepwriting, keep pushing boundaries,

50-over and 20-over formats, they have leaned on he

Blessed with some of the best players in the world, fortified by experience in the
‘Women's Premier League, India look like real contenders. This coincides with sie-time
champion ia's waning wi in the last one year.

England have been quiet in ICC events, but are coming off a successful season of
Hundred — cricket’s latest variation. South Africa were runners-up last time and West
Indies are past champions. New Zealand can't be taken lightly and even 5ri Lanka and
Pakistan have had some impressive results of late, But thls \M:lﬂ:l Cup seems a pivotal
momentwhen an Indian triumph could launc]

There are stil ricket on par with the men's game. The
women's competition needs to be judged on its own mcnrs_TIv: clcgamc of a Smriti

the bat-swing
the all-round skill of Aussie Ellyse Perry and smarts of Shreyanka Patil need to be appre-
ciated for their athletic excellence. Shafali Verma can hit the ball into the stands on any
ground in the world, but Richa C.]lnsh pulling nffasuou‘ssful low-score chase against
Australiawith tail-enders, c ine, Women's cricket
is happily grooving to its own cadence.

newhodon't treat

Kaur, uth im lsmail,

=
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A . these elements contribute to effective com-  and keep the conversation going.
might find Al encroaching munication and are areas where human
on their n:rrilury. writers still have the upper hand. The writer is fournder, Editrix.oi
OCTOBER 4, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO
NO POPULAR RULE YET  senior party leaders under the Oppositi fers, living-in-exilein London,

THERE I5 MO possibility of popular rule being
restored in Punjab this month, according to
authoritative sources. The present one-year
‘term of President’s rule in Punjab expires on
October 5.1t is being extended by another six
maonths. Huwcu\:r d:pcndmg upon the Lo

second rung leaders have informally dis-
cussed at different levels the question of the
party’s future line of action.

Z1a FORMULA REJECTED
BMCE[AN'S OPPDSITION PARTIES rejected a

thisaspectwill
be studied next month.

AKALIS IN A FIx

THE AKALI LEADERSHIF finds itself in a
dilemma. It does not know what course of
action it should adopt in Punjab now. With

igned to secure their support to
‘Gen Fiaul Hag's rule for another five years in
exchange for being allowed to participate in
the elections promised by him. Under the for-
mula suggested by a faction of the Muslim
League, which supports Hag, parties would
not only propose him for presidentship but

see it as a move inspired by the military
regime to create confusion among people,

INDIA-UN TALKS

THE LEADER OF the Indian delegation to the
General Assemibly, G Parthasarathy, and the
UN Secmary Gcmra] Pcn:zd: Cuellar, held

dissues
Faclru;thrulm:m)\ssmb]yﬂv:ymhmmd
twrm leaders of the United States and the
Soviet Union. Cuellar expressed that a great
dca]wnuld depend on how contact was fiol-

himin office for ¥

i up after ISP lections.
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DIS/AGREE
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

£
LALU PRASAD

DEMOCRACY THRIVES ON the active par-
ticipation of its citizens, But a democracy
without student politics is incomplete, a
mere farce, Isay this from my cxperiences
—lam a product of studcnt politics. [t

1 me, my und the world,

3

|
I

In the season of university elections, the question is:
Is student politics relevant to national politics today?

Student politics is A tale of narrowing
future facing

lam its product.
It shaped the role [ have
played in public life ever since

Jawant and Priyanka contested |[NU's presi-
dential elections on Chhatra RJD tickets in
2018 and 2019, Now, they are putting forth
our Enyls wvision and stand on national
platforms. The youth we support have the
energy and courage to challenge the status
quo, and | couldn’t be prouder of how they
represent us.

I'want to emphasise that these are not
isolated examples, Afroz Alam, another
bright activist from a poor background,
contested the JNU presidential poll in 2023,
Tejashwi Yada, ny son, is carrying forward
our party's vision to nurture and support
these young leaders. Even our leader,
Nawal Kishore, has been instrumental in

and the role | have played in politics ever
sinee, For me, student politics is not just an
element of democracy — it isits lifeblood.

When young people, especially those in
universities, engage with politics, they bring
fresh perspectives. Their ideals are sharp
and they can see society with a clarity that
we, the older generation, may sometimes
lack. Itis this clarity and idealism that makes
students capable of understanding the
struggles of society and charting out the vi-
sion to take it forward.

1 was born and raised in a poor, back-
ward-class family where education was al-

st ing our presence at Delhi
University, Jamia Millia University, and
other campuses.

All of this is to highlight one simple
truth: Studrnlmllhulsrsxrmlaltoshplng

C R Sasikumar

ambitions

In post-1991 India, student politics has taken a
back seat. Students are caught up, notin a
larger calling, but in immediate aspirations

were sharp across the world and great de-

T VYV ANLAANCAF RS LUWW

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The responsibility for restoring thie courts writ lies with the seniormost judges of
the Supreme Court. They must prioritise their institution over their personal

ifferences and make a sincere, concerted effort to resobve their problems.”

—DAWN, PAKISTAN

The American
alternative

US's International Development Finance
Corporation, unlike China-backed projects, is in
the long-term interest of emerging economies

broader geopolitical strategy to secure es-
sential trade and energy supply routes, It is
one of many PRC port projects in the Indian
Ocean  Region  including  Pakistan,
Banglacesh, the Maldives and Burma.
According toestimates by the Councl on
Foreign Relations (CFR), as of September
2023, China had active investments in 101

AMI BERA "“"’“’J“““"’b"’”y Amcngthese, ¥ are
strategical
and can putmnally be wsed for naval pur-
CHINA'S BELT AND R BRI)re-  poses.Thel porti
ferred to as Tda:wm'lnﬂlnnc has re- af onlyen-
tructure fi ingand  hancesChina'seconomic interests — it also
investment. [t pmmutﬁa ‘China-centred  extends its gropolitical influence,

model” of development, which often does
not set ternms with regard to human rights,

To counter China's influence, the US
International  Development  Finance

Yo [« ion (DFC) has emerged as a vital

based pnnnplcs.BKl cmphaslscsﬂcxlhlc player. I.astj!:ant ommlncdlalfahlbun
! without Fthe West
Container Port of Coloemba,

ing that host governmaents might find ben-
eficialin the short term to start projects, Such
.amodel comes with risks for participating
‘countTies. As we mcﬂmhndscq;c the
LS must offerac

which is the Largest and busiest tranship-
ment port in the IndlmDu:an Unliloe China-

il sus-

tainable economic models.
Projects associated with BRI have fre-
led to substantial financial obliga-

tions for pall:npallng countries, These

the DFC suppol
by the pn\o\an: sector Hlat are snal.‘v:gxa]ly
and sound. Shipping and lo-

gistics are expected o contribute signifi-
canthy to 5ri Lanka's GDF, sustaining more
than 40,000 jobs and bolstering the coun-
try's status as a global lngistics centre,

Thee Us-backed terminal will not serve

SriLanka

pically involve long-t

i Beijing creat- issues, However, it is emblem-
mgl'lnanclaldcpmdulﬂ:onthr I"cupk"s atlculh:mthr:USch:sbuslnrss:nmun—
Repablic of China(PRC or China) p theirinfrastructure

the FRC significant leverage over host na-

and nrhr:r critical sectors — advancing

timThkinﬂunoccxtﬂMsbmnd loan  Ar icinterest i as thei

terms and project itation to - and i ity. S
broader Chinamayexert i prioritise transparency, high
‘on these countries. stmdards and strategic interests, l:nnl:last-

Ch:na frequently prefers o L'xrcnd or

ing

hatrs,lrnurnulrlghtdlsagri:rmmls ani- thanoffer debtfor-  tial iated with
mated yuv:m.ss therely mai I oven in- somcch:na ~backed projects. Sri :I.ankan
duced Icadrrs who went on to pli’_‘f wmic and paliti
prominent roles in national politics in 105t In contrast, ir !nrsq;pwtu(wnn}'abuuﬂallngmmdcht
VArouS courtries, |I||'l: the World Bank and IMF haw.' shown  traps. Instead, the DFC offers hlghq.ulrry
; It Fstuic particu- projects and
.- R, and struggles, somie secuilan others sectarian. Im‘iyﬁxhqg]ﬂymdcbwd pmlmumnn continued partnership,
MANISH TEWARI T.llc.':l‘aris student movement in 1968 The Hambantota Port in Sri Lanka has But America’s ability to continue coun-
- caught the ination of young people become a focal point in discussions about tering the harmiul effects of China's inter-

THE ANSWER TO the question — *1s stu-
dent palitics relevant to national politics”
— necessitates traversing student politics
Fn:lm ls c'm}ullm o organisations across

glohally. It represented a universal yearning
for achange in status quo. It mainstreamed
left-wing politics, anti-war i the

‘China’s lending practices and the stress
they place on recipient countries, Here's
‘what In 2017, 5ri Lanka leased a

thirust for civil rghts and the institutionali-
sation of a counter culture that found reso-

tands currently vis-a-
vis national politics.

An all-India conference of student ac-
tivists was convened in Karachi in March
1931, under the presidentship of Jawaharlal
Nehru to establish an All India Students'

notonly
the future of our democracy as a whuli:

Jeration [AISF). Over 700 delegates at-
tended it. The ﬂh]cttm: was to mobilise
your Enhsl\lmpmallm

Democracy thrives when it
the wisdom, passion, and energy of young
minds. Every era presents new challenges,
and it is the youth who must rise o meet
them. That is why it is so important for po-
litical parties and beaders to encourage and
promote students’ politics. Without this,
democracy itself risks stagnation.

before the first conference of the AISF could
be held in Ludaww in August 1936 onically,
Nehru inaugurated the proceedings and

ofthe 19705
Thl:anh-Hln:Ilagtmunm 1965insouth

70 per cent stake in the Hambantota Port
to China Merchants Port Holdings
‘Company Limited for 89 yearsin exchange:
for $1.12 billion. This deal was not a debt-

arth
:Ind:a in 1967 were linguistic in character
bast soon ganve way to mone pluralistic stu-
dent agitations such as the Navnirman
Andolan that comeulsed Gujarat in 1974 and
the Sampoorna Kranti  protest by
Jayaprakash Narayan in 1974-75. The last
miajor students’ agitation was against the
recommendations  of the Mandal
Commission in 1990in north India.

Thc reset of the cconomy in 1991, cou-

Muhammad Ali Jinnah presi the
conference. Speaking on theoccasion, Mehm
adml!ru:d a note of caution, “When you

umiunism
asmanllcsn:d by the fall of the Berlin Wall,
the dissolution of the Soviet Union and po-
iy e . 4

P butasep-
a:an: transaction from the original loans
used to construct the port. Facing a dire fi-
nancial situation, the 5 Lankan govern-
ment used the $1.12 billion to

national
Five years after it was formed, Congress
needs to reauthorise the DFC next year to
continue its work. This process serves as an
appartunity tostrengthen and expand DFCs
tawls, which | believe —and mary of my col-
leagues from across the political spectrum
agree — have been highly effective in pro-
mating mmmmmm.adhm

tion, human r@lts.andwudw:rr@ls. DFCs

its lur!:lgn reserves and make short-term
debt repayments, rather than pay
«off PRC loans for the port's construction,
‘This decision reflected Sri Lanka' shar.udl:r
‘economic
sistent trade and budget dcﬁl:ll_i. Inw for-
eigndirect investment, and sluggish export
growvth, While the PRC monies for the lease
provided immediate I‘nam:lal relief, they

private capital to ad-

| hallenges, advance US
foreign policy, and catalyse cconomic
growth inemerging markets, This commit-
meent sets it apart from other development
finance models. We also must send an es-

5o 0 ouF partne
world: America remains committed to
-

eficial development.

miost non-existent. My parents and ances- Today, we face a grave threat. The cur- aretrying up astuclent's fec didd not address Sril s we navigate the comples landscape
tors were illiterate, as were most peoplein - rent government led by the BIP is doing you o malaeit denlyl of ideology-driven de- noImiE and did i of global infrastructure investment, the US
iy village. My life could have followed the  everything in its power to d ed- ot ing different views" bates — a staple of student politics — wa tainable solution to its debt problems.  must continue to offer a viable albernative
same path, but everything changed when  ucation system. I'tlsmm:mnlunleau‘ The sage advice was but in vain. It took dusc cﬁx]l—mkmgchany:swv:n: Instead, the loans. tothetrans-  thatupholds ourvalues, promotes coonomic
1joined B N College at Patna University in -+ working to privatise educational institu- less than two years for the nanunal stu- fer of a strategic Sri Lankan asset to a PRC growth, and ensures stability. By doing so,
the late 19605, At the time, | had no idea  tions, This is.a direct attack on d racy dents' o splinter uberant The End of History urlf ‘entity, raising concerns about 5ri Lanka's  we can  strengthen our  strategic
that entering the university would shape  because it blocks access to education and and political lines. The Muslim Students  the Last Man | 1992 sovercignty and the effectiveness of such  partnerships and contribute toa more pros-
iy life in such profound ways. Butit was  opportunities for the majority of India's Federation, under the patronage of Jinnah Glabalisation, the I:bﬂa]lsatlun aof the PRC deals in addressing underlying  perous and seoure workd,
here, under the my guide, gy lation, who come from disadvan- i i :Indlan ¥ with the ‘economic challenges.
and philosopher | ayaprakash Narayan, that tagrd hal:kgwunds in 1937 itself. W VIS The Hambantota Port, strategically k- Thewriter is a Dermocratic Member of
| was introduced to student politics. The RSS, the ideological parent of the BJF, InDecember 1940, at the Nagpur session lasﬁxwur@pcqﬂc No longer were med- «cated in the Indian Ocean, is part of China'’s the LS Howse of Representative
Through my activism on is alsoworking toinfiltrate of the AISF, the students icine, engineering, civil
campus, | became deeply campuses with its divisive movement split on the service, and student poli-
sensitive to the issues of ~ g communal agenda. They ouestionof what came first § . ties as a stepping stone to
poverty, deprivation, social Young peoples ideals are are altering our history, cul- — the question of Indian The r""ct_“} the national politics, the only
inequality and economic  sharp and theyean see  ture, and  even  the Independence orthe larger econoiy in 1991, road to careers that were
injustice. The university - society with a clarity that - Constitution selfpeomal. mwﬁrxasdrn:lrsiuhar: coupled with the global - intelectually challenging. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

itthe to no representa- .+ the alde : ing the ideas o struggle against fascism, - : materially Fying or
tion from marginalised W theckder generation,  pp b T 4Ty g Iedtothe formation of the lapez of communism o vubiie ey,
communities. Those from  1nay sometimes lack_Ttis  savarkar, figures whose | Congress Student and political The opening up of the REIE('TING HUSTLE AGAINST THE LAW
backward classes who  this clarity and ideali i 1 our Organisation (NCSO), also transformations in hroadcasting space to pri- 3 ) )
managed to make it to uni- that makes studenes democracy. Golwalkar's known as the All India eastern Europe wvate enterprises in 1992 THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The slow  THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Taking
versity struggled — many bl of writings are full of venom Student Congress (AISCL uddesivh htane and the advent of cabile and life* [IE.D:WhﬂE]_Ganalrrumadupt sanatan out of dharma’ (E, October 31
didn't have enough to eat o ! against minorities, and The first conference was o L_" y broug ’_ ANCTA ot television provided intheirpro-  Critici i | bhased.
ar a means to commute to understanding the Savarkar was accused of held in Patna in 1943 and of ideology-driven anavenue toyoung people fessional lives instead of meeting oner- — But the claim that the application of
campus, let alone focus on struggles of society and — conspiring in Mahatma Ram Sumer Shukla was  debates —astapleof  who craved for the latter. ous expectations of modern workcul-  Sanatan Dharma's knowledge remains
thrirs_tudics._ ) d:artinguuk the vi:;i(n\ oy Gandhi's assa;sin.al_iun._ _ dlected asitsfisstpresident. g e i!l)]itit‘?i —to _Studmtpulitirssn_nrdtak— ture. This thought encou ragts v s imomic. I everything i i

‘This stark inequality an- take it forward In such a situation, it is He was succeeded by adose ing a backseat, given the individuals to prioritise well ousin Dharma, il
gered me, and | knew . i Ve MO UEent to promate. Ravinder Vermain 1946, il new opportunities that balance, and sustainability over cnd- jising practic per-
samething had to be done. studmts'pulmr!.cspcmlly Adter e, at past-1991 India had to of- less productivity. Sustainability in or- nsn:d?iw:nHlndurvmmn\c'DSmﬂﬂr
My activism started with inciples initiat the fier. The YOI ! ganisati q Iy work f i ll"DCla!H:L‘I‘D
small protests — demanding free college of Mahatma Gandhi, B R .'\mbl:‘dkal kil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad was es-  dent now thought that unnecessary ac- culture and not by glorifying long  abolish any custorr 5
buses, more hostels, better food inthe mess.  Jayaprakash Marayan, Ram Manohar Lohia, tablished in July 1949, Balraj Madhok and  tivism was but a waste of time, working hours, Slight fexibility can  even |Fmsclcur|yharml'ul in practice.
These may seem like simple issues, but for I'h!'w Phue. I wrere behind its incep- Except for the ideologically blinkered far lead to remarkable accomplishments LR Murmw, Mew Delhi
students like us, they were essential. And ave, dermocratic Incia, and it i e com-  beftand the bigoted far right, the spaceat the by nurturing people rather than en-
this was where my politics truly began. wadunpﬂmshmldgmdcusmdiy\'\fcmcd L jversi 1\n | “apolitical space” couraging the husthe. A REALITY CHECK
Fast forward to today, and [can proudly we - where you still had young people with po- Manmeet Kaur, Maidi 3 B

say that my party, the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD), remains deeply rooted in students’
pulltlcs Our L'xlsN:Ml’.‘ asa political force

waru.‘m purge rmrsulthmslvc forces.
Indiais a poor country, largely inhabited
by farmers and labourers. But with rising

would be uni the foun-
dation laid by students and their activism.
And this commitment to nurturing young
political leaders continues. Priyanka
Bharati, Jayant Jigyasu, and Kanchana
Yadav — all three have been students at
Jawaharlal Nehru University [[NU) and
were recently appointed as national
spokespersons of our party.

These are not random neminations.
Priyanka Bharati led fierce protests against
fee hikes at JNU, Delhi University, and 1ITs,

protests,

in Varanasi in April 1953 under the pl'l.“!l-
dnv.:yd Ram Manohar Lohia. When Lohia

litical aspirations but no buoyancy in terms
of a community willing to be mobilised for
canses, o a larger calling that went beyond

ted as the pres-

stu- 1955, a student called
dents from inali ities are jwvadi Yuvjan Sabha was concurmently Asthe national president of the NSUI for
entering universities. It i ial that po- 1 Fn.\lhmrﬁ-rlnduacaﬂh,ﬂlc five years hr:twu:n 1988 and 1993, and as
litical parties ist spirit Matic i N the
of Gandhyrsuppunthrscstuduns. mﬂcnrwgmlsanmdtrtlndanNannml :dcmul'liwhm:numnalUnmnuFStudcnls
By supporting and | ing students’ i | 1971, in a post-communist workd in 1992, 1 saw

involvement in politics, we are investing in
the future of our country and ensuring that
our democracy remains strong, vibrant,
and inclusive.

The writer is president of

[x April
I'usl‘hmmdrnnha:m:dmmomlc

these transitions — trends that have held
the llc]d for the last three-and-a-half

the Rashtri Dl

| India were 1 ible for play themsch itin front
foundi dent organisations to b, of my rapidly.
thee encrgy, creativity and potential of stu-
dents for larger national purposes. Those Thewriter is lawyer, third-term MPand
L armer 6 s

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The slow
life’ (IE, Oetober 31 When it comes to
corporate life, the older and younger
generations' views are poles apart. The
*T0-hour work week” outlook, and the
consequent burnout in the young are
proof. With a constant decline in nu-
tritional quality and an increase in
mental health issues, choosing o run
on the hamster wheel is a recipe
for disaster. A healthy wulkrurcr: can
lead to more

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Atul goes
oI (1E, October 2). It draws attention to
the strugphes Faced by middle-class Fam-
ilie=s and daily-wagr workers inour coun-
try. I'ush:ar‘hu.l:l:gmsu: that marmy
far ult
17,500 for their children'seducation. The
government often speaks of GDP
of becominga developed nation
Ty 2047, But the reality is that it isdifficult
for a daily wager to malee ends meet, let
alnnrsavrml:ylsthls how our nation

Abirami 5, Chennai

: mmmmm




17 E.

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4,2024

EXPLAIN]

,
2D
-

o0
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

TV INUIANEAFRCooLUM

f current or o

Ifthere are

yrelevance that you would like

please write

com

Inescapable, inevitable: Why North Bihar sees floods every year

YASHEE & SANTOSH SINGH
NEW DELHI, PATNA, OCTOBER 3

SOME 15.76 LAKH people in 17 districts
have been affected by the ongoing floods in
Morth Bihar, the state Disaster Management
Department said on Thursday, North Bihar
is flooded every monsoon, crops and live-
stock are destroyed, and people are driven
from their homes, forced to survive on air-
dropped food and relief mate-
rials,

‘What makes North Bihar so
prone o flooding each year?
The reason this year is ex-
tremely heavy rainfall and floods in Nepal,
and the release of 6.6 lakh cusec from the
Birpur barrage on the Kosi river there, the
largest volume in almost six decades,

In general, the reason for the recurrent

of North Bihar —
and attempds at finding a solution that has
instead made the problem worse.

EXPLAINED

GEOGRAPHY

Flood Management Improvement Support
Centredescribes as“India's most flood-prone”
with about 76% of North Bihar's population liv-
ing under the “recurring threat ol ok

FLOODS WITH THE
HIGHEST DEATH TOLL

tation”. The Disaster Management
o R M

(i) Flash floods that occur due to rainfall
in Nepal have a short lead time (between
forecast and flood ) of eight hours, but the
water recedes quickly; (i) river loods have
alead time of 24 hours, but it could take
more than a week for the
water to recede; [iii)
“drainage congestion in
river confluence” has a lead
time of more than 24 hours,
the flood could last throughout the mon-
spons; (iv) there are some "permanent wa-
ter-logged areals|",

The first three types of floods are maindy
due to Bihar's location immediately to the
south of Mepal, from where Himalayan
rivers carry massive volumes of loose soil
and sediment downstream. As rains swell
rivers like the Kosi, Gandak, Burhi Gandak,

Geography of the region Bagmati, Kamla, Balan, Mahananda, and
il rail i Tit Adhwara, they their banks easiky.
«cros Bihar, the state whic 's The fourth waterlog-

HOW CYCLONESLEADTO LONG-TERM
INCREASES INHUMAN MORTALITY

THELINITED STATES" southeastern coast
wats rocked by Hurricane Helene aver the
past week, More than 200 people are
confirmed dead. Hundreds are missing.

But the ol of the tropical cyclone (TC)
—referred to as hurricanes in North
America — is likely 1o be much higher, A
study puhllsl\ed inthe journal Neture on

andd that s leac
toa “robustincrease in excess mortaliy™
for almost 15 years after they strike.
Calculating excess mortality A gasstation in North Carolina, US,
Stanford researchers Rachel Young  destroyed by Helene, Raers

and Solomon Hsiang tracked the effects

of 501 historical storms that hit the US
between 1930 and 2015, Specifically, they
analysed how maortality rates within a
state changed after it was hit by a TC,
“Abig storm will hit, and there's all
these cascades of effects where cities are

systematically increased for about 172
mionths ( 143 years) following a TC™,

This excess martality” resulted in

“T,000-11,000excess deaths” per TConav-

erage, muc

ialtallies

rebuilding or households are displaced or
i ke Tt o

record, Berwmn 1930 and 2015, these ex-

1ere be-

have seriousconseguences for
pulbilic health," Hsiang, profes-
sor of environmental social
sciences at Stanford's Doerr

tween 3,5 million o 5.2 mil-
lion" extradeaths —mare than
the combined fatalities caused
Iy mastor vehiche accidents, in-

School of Sustainability, said, fectious diseases, and war in
But these effects are hard the same perind.

to calculate in detail. This is "The results show deaths
why the researchers chose due to hurricanes persist at
theexcess montality method. much higher rates not only for
“If mortality systematically years after flood-
rises after TCs, conditional on waters recede and public at-
other factors, we may infer tention moves on," Young told
that it was plausibly caused The Mew Yirk Times.

Ty the TCs," they wrote, This approach al-
lowred the researchers o study the long-
term imipacts of TCs on mortality, with-

Why the long-term impacts? The re-

searchers point to a few notable factors.

First, ucnnnmu:lussmmhyn’_muy

lead

Drawinz i e -

their financial

resources, leavi or

the long-term economic impacts of TCs,
the researchers decided hosn.ldyl:haru;vsm

fusture healthcare, Second, TCs also bead to
tamlhus dispersing, and thus weaken so-

munthly mortality ape-
riod of 20 years after they were hitbya TC.
Thery took inti account the efects of pre-

are crucial to maintain

one'shealth. Third, in the al'wmuﬂlmti

I ane may

wiows TCs, and other misc

be diver

s e

such as state health care systems and de-
mographics into their analysis.

These factors paru:u]ally impact in-

fants, children, and young adults, the re-

searchers found, resulting in aquarterof

Long-term impacts
The study found that states” maortality

infant deaths in the LS,
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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NEFAL  BIHAR'S FLOOD-AFFECTED
i DISTRICTS & MAINRIVERS

/
Jharkhand

ming, is the resubt of Bactors including * spllhru;
of silbed] small rivers, enc

C Chaurs are byp-

temipt tocontain it, and their heightwas raised
in 1987 and 2008. These were meant to be a
lasting solution; however, they have been
breached repeatedly — this year, seven
breaches have been reported in four districes
- am:l have created a problem of | thmrcwn

agn, but inthe absence of an agreement with
Mepal, the plan has not progressed, On
September 30, Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Samrat Choudhary met Union Jal Shakti
Minister C R Paatil in Delhi toask for “an ad-
dmnnal harrage" on the river, The stateis also

course. The Kosi could earlier distribute 1r5
sediments; it was now put m a straitjacket,
The massof accumn hashbeen

busilding barrages at Dagmara
[Supaul]on the Kosi, at Areraj on the Gandak,
and alhlrdhanagu on the Bagmati. But en-

raising the river's bed by about 5 inches an-
nually, making it more prone to overflow-
ingz" Dinesh Kumar Mishra, comvener of the
NGO Barh Mukti Abhiyan, who has spent
decades working in the Kosi belt, told The
Inefiamn Express,

*The embankments were built for a flow
of 95 lakh cusec. But they are being breached
evenwith lesser discharge becawse the river
s now shallower. As many as 380 villages,
home toat least 15 lakh people, lie within the
They have no escape from

channels, eMntmcntdndmdMlcﬂog—
ing, and presence of saucer-type depression
locally called Chaurs”, according to the Flood
Hazard Atlas of Bihar, prepared by the Indian
Space Research Organisation (1SR0) with the

ically e hanging courss,

The Kosi embankments
The mast destructive of the state’s rivers is
Kosi, the "Sormey of Bihar™, In the 1950s, em-

thie annual floods, The government gave
them land for rehabilitation, but almest half
of that was waterlogged land,” Mishra said.

Non-engineedng solutions

e busilt inanat-

decades

STRATEGY & FOREIGN POLICY |

gineering not

Anil Kumar Sinha, who mr\md as the
founder vice-chairman of the Bihar State
Disaster Management Authority from 2010
o 2016, said; “There are two ways to deal
with floods — throwgh structural solutions
such as dams, embankments, etc., and
through non-strectural selutions, which in-
clude laws, policy, risk reduction, mitigation,
etc. Since the geography of Bihar can't be
changed, thereis a great need towork on as-
pects like adequate warnings, quick reaction
times, awareness and training in dealing
with floods, etc.”

The Flood Atlas says: =, Minimising the risk
and damage from floods may bn more ra-

lating stn.v.'tun] measures alang dynamic
rivers such as the Kosi,"

India and the W Asian crisis

India has high stakes in the West Asian region, and communication channels with all sides in the conflict.
But could it play a meaningful role that goes beyond appealing for ‘restraint’ by ‘all concerned’?

SHUBHAJIT ROy

FOR THE second time since April, Iran and
Israel are on the brink of all-out war. On
Tuesday, Iran fired almaost 200 missiles at
Israel, which has vowed to responcd.

Inclia has high stakes in the West Asian
region, and the Ministry of External Affairs
has said "It is important that the conflict
doesn't take a wider regional dimension and

all izses be
dialogue and diplomacy.”™

Could India play a role in the crisis that
moes beyond its appeal for “restraint” by “all
concerned"?

Friend to both sides

New Delhih far not offered a

OTHER PLAYERS IN THE REGION

QATAR: Hugely influential

Qatar has been a consummate navi-
gator of regional faultlines. [t has en-
gaged with all sides, given billions of
dollars as aid to Palestine, hosted the
beaders of Hamas, and pumped money
into Gaza. Both the LIS and lsrael have
depended on Qatar for mediation ef-
forts, Al Juzsern, which is part funded by
the Qatari government, wields tremen-
dous influence in the Arab world,

EGYPT: Israel's neighbour
Egypt borders both Gaza and lsrael. It
lost the Sinai Peninsula to Isracl in the
1967 war, but recovered it in 1982 after
the 1979 peace treaty. ‘When President
in office | 2012-

\

Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani with Iran's Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshldan Reurers

TURKEY: Key back channel

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
criticised Prime Minister Benjamin

13), there was apprehension that Cairo
might be colluding with Hamas, but un-
dcrl”mslmmﬁbchl Fattah al-Sisi, it has

mediatory role, However, Prime Minister
Marendra Modi has spoken to both
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and
Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
over the last 10 days.

Modi met Abbas on the sidelines of the
LN General Assemibly on Septermber 23, ex-
pressed “deep concem” atlhﬂhumalmanan

nmandls‘lam‘;;mummmr.immd
about a refisree influs from Gaza, Egypt
has put forth ceasefire initiatives,

SAUDI ARABIA: Peace stake
Saudi Arabia views itself as the
beader of the Islamic world and, under

Prince Mohammed bin Salman, has

ituation inGaza, ia's sup-
port for the early restoration of peace and
stability in the region,

In October last year, Modi had spoken to
Abhas to convey condolences at the civilian
deaths at Gaza's al-Ahli Hospital, and reiter-
ated India’s "long-standing principled posi-
tion on the lsrael-Palestine issue®,

On September 30, the Prime Minister

that "tl:rrarism has o place in our waorld”,

@ omanenay

P con Ml

Th
lation” lhe"safurluamulallhustagus and
“garly restoration of peace and stability”,
Modi mold Netamyahu,

But to play any meaningful robe as a pos-
sible mediator, India will need, apart from
communication channels with both sides,
significant leverage with them as well,

Relationship tightrope
Six months ago, Iran had launched a
swarmof dromes, ballistic missiles, and cruise

¢! ving to advance connectivity
initiatives in the region. However,
Riyadh's relationship with Shia Iran has

Metanyahu; vet, after Iran's Apeil 13 at-
tack on [srael, Turkey was among the ey
back channels between Tehran and
ksrael’s western allies. Turkish officals
are among the fewe who speak directly to
the L%, Israel, Hamas members, and Iran

US: Traditional arbiter

The US has been the traditional inter-
national mediator in the region, and its
envoy Amos Hochistein has been trying
o prevent escalation, "W continue to
believe that a diplomatic resolution is
achievable,” he has said However, there
s no tnust between the LS and Iran, and

a complicated history. Pre
Saudi-lsrael peace talks have been
frozen for now.

UAE: With eye on its future
The UAE, too, is keen to see stability
and peace in the region in order to basild
on its cwn prosperity and to future-
prood itself, Under its ruber Mohammad
bin Zayed, it wants to drive the IMEEC
initiative. The UAE signed a normalisa-
tion agreement with lsrael in 2020

missiles at lsrael in response o a suspected
Israeli strike on an lranian consular building
in Damascus inowhich a senior Iranian gen-
eral was killed.

The wave of aerial attacks on lsrael this
week was in line with the Iranian response

CHINA: Positioning itself
AsWashington's influence and cred-
iility wanes, Beijing has tried to cast it-
self as a possible mediator and peace-
maker, China's att i a

Israel responded to the April attack with a
limited strike near Isfahan a week later. But
a stronger response this time could tip the
region into full-blown war.

This is a majorwarry for ndia, which has
strategic ties with both lsrael and Iran,

The strategic relationship with lsrael, es-
pecially the defence and security partner-
ship, has grown and deepened under the
Marendra Maodi government. The two sides
have strong shared concerns over extrem-
ism and termorism, srael has emerged as a
major defence supplier alongside the US,
France, and Russia — and New Delhi remem-
bers that the Israelis had stepped up atits
time of crisis during the Kargil war in 1999,

Iran, on the other hand, has been a major
supplier of crude to India. Also, the twocoun-
tries share concems on errrsm emanating
from Pakistan and Afghanistan, and on the
Taliban's treatment of minorities and lack of
an inchusive and representative government
inKabul, The Chahahar port isa projectof great
strategic and economic impartance o India

Fast tensions between lsrael and Iran —
after, for example, the artack on an lsraeli
diplomat's wife, allegedly at Iran's behest, in
Deelhi in February 2012, and verbal jousting
between the ambassadors of the two coun-
tries to I ndia — have brought discomfiture to
Meww Delhi, Widening of the conflict in the
Middbe East will make it difficult for India to
stay ambivalent.

India’s own stakes

An escalation of tensions could impact
India with regard to its people living in the
region, its eoonomic interests, and its strate-
gic needs.

WThere are about 18,000 Indians in lsrael,
about 5,000-10.000in Iran, and some 90 lakh
i the region as.a whale, A wider conflict will
put this huge Indian community at risk,

m The Mst Asian mgmn prowides India
fwiderwarwill al-

Saudi-lran deal and Eacilitate Hamas-
Fatah talks are driven by its geo-eco-
nomic and geo-political interests in
Iran, Saudi, and UAE, They are also an
indicator of its rising global profile,

seen both in April and in January 2020, when
it respanded to the assassination of Qucds Force
chiefQasem Soleimani by firing ballistic mis-
siles at a LIS military hase in western Ira,
Neither of Iran's two attacks on lsrael
caused much damage, probably by design.

mostinevitably raise energy prices. Also, ma-
JorArabcountries have been keentoimestin

disrupted in the event of a wider conflict,

W India has invested in its relationships
with major Arab countries, [ran, and Israel,
Mew Delhi sees the region as its extended
neighbourhood waorking with
all sides to push fior the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic corridor, which promises
baoth strategic and economic benefits. Itis

that
s notunravelled by war,

Why Chagos Islands matter, why UK keeps Diego Garcia after Mauritius deal

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI.OCTOBER 3

THE LK on Thursclay said it would cede sov-
ereignty of the strategically important
Chagps Islands to Mauritius.

British Foreign Minister David Lammy

- . "
plantations. In 1814, France ceded the is-
lands o the British,

In 1965, the LK constituted the British
Indian Ocean Territery | BIOT), of which the
Chagns Islands were a central part, Chagos
was attached to Mauritius, another British
codomy in the Indian Ocean, for administra-

said the deal settled the con- tive purposes,

tested sovereignty of Britain's When Mauritius gained

last overseas wrriwly in independence in 1968,

Africa, while sm:nrlng the GLOBAL Chagns remained with Britain,

Inng term fi i the Diego The UK gave the
ili P Ly the: ily-i country a grant of 3

UK and the LIS, million pounds over the "detachment™ of

the Chagos archipel
The archipelago s
The Chagos archipelago, comprising 58 Strategic military base
islands, i 500 o ko thy hof Behind Britain retaining sovereignty

the Maldives archipelago in the Indian
Ocean, These islands were uninhabited un-
til thee late 18th century, when the French
brought in slave labour from Africa and

ower the Chages Islands was its strategic lo-
cation, In 1966, Britain si

o
SRI LANKA

INDUAN
OCEAN

MALDIVES

() Chagos slands

was acquired in 1967, and four years later,
ion on Diego Garcia — the largest

with the US which made the BIOT available
for the two countries' defence needs, Land

in the archipelago — was shut down,
The BIOT administration then enacted an

Immnigration Ordinance, which made it un-

lawefiil o, inDiego

Treaty's significance
itius has long clai the UK

(Garcia without a permit, and enabled the re-
moval of those who remained on the island.
Around 2,000 civilians were subsequently
kicked out —an issue that has been central to
e e e

Diego Garcia became a fully operational
in 1986, i rticl

iBlegally ocrupies Chagos, and has raised the
matter many fmes in international Fa(a.
In 2017, the N General

Archipelagn, other than Diego Garcia”. The

UK has also promised to create a new trust

fund “fior the benefit of Chagossians”,
Hmvcumdlaymm.‘mﬁthe[m

‘to ask the International Court af]ustlocln
examine the legal status of the Chagos ar-
chipelago, Two years Iater the UNGA

Garci

ini-
tial period™ of 99 years, The UK will continue
o exercise over the island.

m@nghs
The resolution of the dispute has broader

ilitary b adopteda ICJad-  implications, As the Foreizn Folicy article
inthe Foreign Podicy magazine, 'Thanks o its  visory melal\.dcnundlngllutdemmd noted: ‘Iflcﬁ unll:sdw.'d . the issue could

i i i il Kingdom its  drivec iusto seek re-
that served asa critical node for Americanair — colonial administration from the area dmsswnhdlemanwpartmrslllaeﬂuna_"

‘operations during the GulfWarand the wars
inlrag andﬁlghanlstan l\:n—g,l']l ithas also
been ion centre by
tm[Lﬁlntellgl:nceay:rwlﬂﬁ.

Given thr.- nngumg tensions in West
Asia, mai in the Indian

within six months™,

Then IC] President Abdulgawi Almed
Yusuf had said the detachment of the
Chagos archipelagoin 1965 from Mauritius
wias not based on a *free and genuine ex-
emed”,

Ocean remains critical for US interests.
Diego Garcia also gives the Americans an
‘owtpost to monitor the Malacca Strait, a
chokepoint for world trade that is espe-
cially vital to China,

The agreement between the UK and
Mauritius strikes a balance. The UK has
ceded claims over the islands, and Mawritius
is now “free to implement a programme of
resetthemnent on the islands of the Chagos

India has maintained steadfast support to
Mauritius" claims over the Chagos Islands, It
voted in favour of the island country at the
UNGA in 2019, In recent years, India has at-
tempted to dm.\pcmts tlcs with Maunnus
amidst China®
inthe Indian Ocean. Eardier this year, an India-
basilt airstrip and a jetty was inaugurated at
béga, a two-island dependency of
Mauritius in the Western Indian Ocean.
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Going ahead for
Swachh Bharat

The mission must now focus on urban
waste management, clean air and water

Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), which has
Justcompleted 10 years, is one of the big
successes of the NDA-I government: The

ign to make India open defy 1 free
(ODF) has been largely achieved, though the challenge
lles in sustalning it that way. Many International studies
have documented the health benefits of SBM — one
such, by USand India-based researchers that was
published in Nature Scieneific Reports last month,
estimated that 60,000-70,000 additonal Infant deaths
‘wiere avoided yearly because of the sanitation
programmies, That said, though often talked about asa
s action programime, ithas more or less remaineda
government scheme — with consequent limits on its
rench and outcome, The challenge now isto shift gears
anel make sanitation part of our public culture.

This is important as SBM enters the next phase,
the goal for which is being described as sampoorna
swachhirta (complete cleanliness), On solid waste
management, and clean water and adr, much work
needs to bedone. In the absence of schentific waste and
farbage collection and disposal, India's cities are
acquiring small hills of waste and rotting garbage, o
health hazard in multiple ways, Streams and rivers have
turned Into drains, carrying untreated or undertreated
wastewiter. There are many technological solutions to
handle these problems if the administration, political
leadershipand civil soctety show the intent, engage the
necessary expertise, and put in the required funds.

A start can be made by training sanitation workers
inmodern technology and driving awareness about
entegories of wiste and segregation atsource among
both households and those who work with waste.

This can lead to effickent waste management, without it
being hazardous for the workers, In fact, this hasto be
the primary responsibility of local bodies.

Clean adr is slowly becoming a partofl civic
conversation. The same has to happen with water and
urban waste disposal, The judiciary has intervened
multiple times in the past t push the administration to
act, The lack of intent in the local bodies is clear. On the
rural front, states like Maharashtra devised schemes o
reward the cleanest village, helping making cleanliness
a public movement, Such models could be replicated
elsewhere by adapting them to local cultural conditions.

The benefits of clean air nnd water, and better
garbage management are (0o many o list—from
Fealth to tourism, It ean boost the economy, in fact,
create new spheres rfwmmwmmry and save

lly water. SEM should take
th.-.ns Its goal for mm.-xtphum

Political start-up’s bid
to change Bihar story

he crowded political space in Bilar will now have

onemore player, Poll strategist wrned politician,

Prashant Kishor has just launched the Jan Suranj
Party, which will contest the 2025 Bihar assembly polls.
Kishor, after a two-year outreach campalgn, believes
there is scope for a* party-with-a-difference™ in Bihar,

Thetraditional trajectory of political parties in India
suggests two trends, One, o party emerges fromalarge
soclial mobilisation, scquires a programme in due
course, and enters electoral politics. Two, activists
inspired by an ideology create anoutfit to further their
ideological agenda, The Congress represents the first:
Ttemerged as the voice of the national movement and
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, transformed
intoa progmmmevalues-oriented political party.

The Communist parties, the DMK (inspired by the Sell-

Respect Mw:menl] the H.IP mdtheBSPcmldhe
termed ideology-driven ciated with
mass movemnents and struggles, A third, recenttrend is
represented by the AAP, which emerged from public
angerwith corruption, The AAP, clalming to be a post-
ideological formation concerned with governance,
caught the national imagination but took offin a
meaningful way only in Delhi, Kishor's model seems
to be the AAP,

But can such a party make a difference in Bihar, which
T a lnyered history of political mobilisation? Kishor is
projecting chvic polites, which he believes can transcend
the: Enmtlimsul'mwe. M!alm. nnd reglon on the
amory | Hels
dbcmslngvdumuommdcmplu'_mncm.whlchhc
Dbelieves will attract young voters. There are, of course,

Ly A -
players. Bihar, however, is a more complicated story.
Still, Kishor's project will be keenly watched.

OPINION

On Bangladesh and
Khalistan, India and the
United States need to
m ge in sustained
itical dialogue and
ﬂnd common ground.
1t’s hard but possible

1 has been a highly productive
thme b the Didia-Unlied Stakes
(US) corridor, This newspaper
hias extensleely reported on the
gl proggross in the bilaternl
pontnership betweon Prime Mine
Iater (PM) Narendra Modi and Prosl-
dent Joe Biden. But recent weeks have
also thrown up two diffieult political
Issues that reflect & clash between
American democrcy and forelgn pal-
ey artentation onone hand, and
e security comcerns and polltical
sensltivities on the other,
The first is Ba
There s political and institutional
consenisus in ndia that views the
regime change im Dhaka as a decply
negative outcome. The fact that
Mubnsrimnad Yusuis wis e star al the
United Natkons In New Yorl bs scenas
ool of western bivolvenent i biiig:
Ingg e o power, Indian politielans,
liplemmani arsl sples may conecde thal
Shelldy Husdng didi'y play ber cords
right. But they are convinced that the
street probests were a product of the
poditical mupport of westem Saites, lib-
eral civil society Rinding and Ixlamise
pwer, Thie interim govermament i seen
s lacklng leghtimacy. Yinus s a prop,
his kot asa rnlmlm?[:hn«mrwmn stu-
dent lenders i mostly [slamists, the

HT o0

Amierieans ws sther devious or naive
orboth, the regimee as ang-Hindu, and
the Bangladeshi polity as fragile that
will either result in deep instibility o
pave the way for o more Idamist
regime. India, the Delhl consensus
il Ixn‘llllrk‘ﬂhmdlr\g it security

Bridging political rifts in
India’s neighbourhood &

seeurity ntirests in It st and

cnl sendbtivities In the hearland. And
the anly wity ot I8 not o blame game
about the past, but even decper engage-
ment between Indla and the US on one
track, and Dellvi and Bangladeshi poli-
cal sctors, Including erstwhile hostile

sl
J\Jm‘*llh view I!Iv regime change

This i mu.t'dm.umm needs o

of I:n cmial fnctors, pl qunlp Haskn's
The:

Dve i skroig Iul'vnu'-l kg Ehrust,
of e

ernment’s re ll|| agenda, H\L

NEW DELHI
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OCTOBER 04, 2024

I Dnalii thad views the

outright

wilmklopml.mn i b conveyed
1o the security forces that ldiling st
dents was o red line, but
Amricnns adamant|y et

e aremibse thal they orches-

diphoer

[ragility and fragmented
ke of Diaki's polity. Itln
[ragihe bocawse Ban;

T emermmnt vl pollll-
ool legitimacy but no clect- =
oml legitimacy; it & fragmented
because there are rmubtiple power cen-
e, froam the wrmy 1o students Lo the
Bangladesh Natlonallst Party 10
Jarnaat, Bt the US sysaem soes hope in
Yiurmuss sl the dhermocnatic potential of
this moment: [t s supportive of the
reformist agenda of the interim gov
ermment and evertually wants dioe-
s, Diellal, i this view, should stop
|Jhy|r||:~||w|k|' anad [mtrospect about

Prashant
Jha

el e of ref
elections, the vole of extornal actors in

Ui proscuss, Hk'nﬂlmm\r!l:nﬂmmll

IIuliI I!Ilr]l'mw Il a tl'\(l.]'l‘ 1o carn

minoritles see is i violation of Lidian

.md the

secular comy

wlthvities, thisin

I powirs that
I e noed for

unliely 10 happen becnse
Bangladeshi actors are 100

the emecutlve branch toengage with oll
valoes, o the higher threshold for
h th ' Sare

g
ibsedd erirme, Engaglig with the cam-
munity through credibde, moderate
political interlocutors hos become

wonly i thelr anger with ki
Inilia b rstrusful of Bang-
deshl forces in varylng
egroes, docsn't belleve in the
current process, and s angry with the
US, and the US Is exsperated with
Inclia, But, f Bangladesls political
tramsition |sn't sequenoed and man-
agod well, there |s poextermal owner-
ship with an Inddan role, and the
Iiterim government fills. the political
landdsca e will anly get move adverse
Tor all aciors.

Theseconsd e bs Khilistan,

Amerionn policymakers just don’t

perean and bellgerent Hindutva ot
home has allenated the Bangladeshi
strect,

1 how de he F
:‘mm! the T{tm State and trauma-
il Indlian soclety, costing the nation

g'mllul with scepticiam, The worst [
assunmed, with mary b nsdia left won-
dering whether the US Is using the

Bt at the bilateral India US level,
this gull in perceptions once again
|\1l| ln e urgenicy of  politienl dis-

s Is
unclear.
For |ts part, India somsetimi dosnt
full)- grasp the openness of western
democrachs, I doesn't review how [1s
o acthans, inclucing involvemment in
possible assansination plots, have made
unknown lerrorists poster lao}‘: I
oflen falls

st on firse
nnm |p|w “The US has 1o take netion
igalnstanyone engiged in viokenoe or
the planning of violence in India: the
us i ghare intelligence on Khali-
stand activities in good fuit; Indian
ugencies must professionally push
forth thetr cuse on idividual terrorists;
Indl ever agaln ertfertaln L

wha arecritical of the Indian State on
sochal media, those who are sctively
Tt lbe b Il in palitical mobilisa:
thon, and thase who have become vio-
Jent secossbonisis.

[peompect of nctig on [s own on Amerl
e soll and instivute some dogree of
ccoualsliy,

Theet Indin-US partnership s deep,
bevasd], nnd strong, But resting polickeal
waunds early will ensure that it

aPM, .Alm'vu,mmlh. it el

The reasons lhtthe varylng chegrees
devp

it nnnll'u\udmlwh\tl

with direct

There ischearty  sedous gulfinper tensof o ol peope. 5 hurt about 1964 W betwoen [
ceptions between Indla and the US,  asr ly kofSikh  are defeated,
for trust thiat thrtves on nllzl'mu freedam in mﬂuyw I'inﬂh.
becwuse it hits at the core of Indian -Mi - Hincha haote ane is hacked by Paki- — froe a degree of beckineh against whit The wiews expresed are persanal

Navaratri and the federal
character of Hinduism

any e often wondered how the
anchent Indic religons, Hindulsm,
Busddellsbsim wnel ks (S1kdism b
ol that anclent), survived and
prospered for millennla = without s desig:
nated holy book ke the Blble or the Koran
and with no Mecea, Vatioan or Jeruslem to
e, With o lirthe introspection, we come bo
reallse that It Is actually this absenee of a

we note that Andhra Pradesh and Mysuru
colebwnte nelther Ram nor Durga, but the ve-
tary of the Pundavas,
I the South, clfferent devs are worship ’1".
uring Navaratrd, and Tomdls dedicate the
thiree diys to Lakshml, the next three days to
Parvatl or Durga, and the last three days in
Saraswatl. We come across lascinming dis-
plas of many dedls placed on wooden planks,

central and format
theat accounts for this, In fact, itis the intrin-
sbcally tolerant amd federal structure of these
fdths, especially Hindulsm, that hhlum‘lﬂl{y
brought together, without Ferce, “natlonall-
ties” scattered mcross widely-varying goo-
graphies of this subcontinent — with quite
distlnet foods, dicts. lunguages, and customs,
To appreciaie this phenomenon, we may
nieed 1o understand how major par-Dndian
lestivals offered dilferent mennlngs
o Hinclus bn dilTerent reglons, The
averarehing common theme served
madnly o an umbidln under which
urwige local tractions and cultursl
exprosslons found universal accepi-
ance and legitimocy within the
Hindu beliel system, Since Nava-
ratr s on our minds, et us traverse
it terrain and observe how dissimi-
lar customs and rituals came
together in harmony and mutual respect —
with no sngle therme thrasting itself on any.

All Hindws agree on the same nine doys
and 10 nkghts in awtemin, b aler tiid, the
observances n different reglons contrast
quite a bt — a5 the parochial adjusts itsell
within the universal. The important point to
note, however, b that these are not really
local viarlants of some national level
dinred, a8 I3 aften clalmed — for no st
Xl ull, Many old reghonal traclitions
hive actually taken sevenal steps forward to
Sunabkritie, i one may use Uhis ierm for wanl
of anexact expressbon, and operate within
the framework,

Broadly, we can decipher three sonal
themes in Navaratrl — in the North and
Whest: thie socond in the East and pans of the
Northeast; and the third in the South. In the
first zone, the goddess |8 worshipped
through fases and rigarous dietary restraint
over nime days, bui it s ulthmately Fam's vie-
oy over the evil Ravan tht |s really the chi-
max of Dussehra. The East and Northeast
cebebrate not Rum but Durga, in her most
belllgerent form. and lhclcnul day, \!'Illn'u

Jawhar
Sircar

Kiolu nnd other similar names.
At the end of Navaratri, the southern states,

Astrin Pulia o worshig instruments and tools,
which, incidentally, is done In the Gangetic
s, Bergad i the East during Vishwak-
armvit Puf o month before, Then, while bath
e North wnd e South agree on worshipjng
nine forms of the less on mine days, the
st reimabng amblvalent. Bengal and neigh-

bouring states cebebense only the kst

- tlaree clays and the tenth one, They

abwerve no dietary restrictions, but
foaat o fish and meat. Sarme Rajpit
Enmilies of Rajasthan also shatter
Navarairl's vegetaring iraditlon by
slaughtering goots and bulTaloes.
Lt s viow some more Inseresting
modes of celebration of the swme
Navaratrl in different comers of
il — b0 understand that reglonal
customsactuall ikl during most pan-n-
dian festivals. In n!nlnhln lor instance,

S JAISHANKAR

10t be that one democracy h
1ent on another, and

s part of promotin

democracy e )
A v‘-‘i‘ :
Foreign r,,‘- ;

interference is foreign interference,

respective of who does itand

is done
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What P Diddy-Bieber history
says about male sex abuse

Ingg out the way we used 1o hang

out.” It may all turn out o e
nathing, but Justin Bicher fans and follow-
ers are eorrect in highlighting this old
exchange between |||v£m star who shot fo
lame at 15 with rapper Sean D) Combs,
Mddy was arrested on September 16 on
mullph charges, Including sex trallickng,

(13 tarting to act different, huh? You
S nin’t been calling me and hang:

Nuwaratr ks
witsy, when an carthen p(‘ Is |1|m Mll“\l‘l’.‘l
il sits on a base of wet iy, In which seven
ypess of Foced gradng are sown, which sprout in
these nine doys, Gujarats are clear that the
phicher represents fertllity and call it gorbha
ar wosmb, Thesr lirvous gor b dance (s sround
whis ot o whvich thiy place a lighted limp,
Much of Garba was, however, re-laaliloned
alter it was merged with the Dandiyan Raas,
In Goa, the pot bs of copper and many other
ot also started sowing pulses, cerc
Tarbey and odher seods around during this
poried. Even |n for-off Bengnl, nava patrikasor
hl\m of nm:pl.nlun like banana, turmere,
e
secrated (n knee- rrrepwnlunn the firse day
{Sagiarnil) of Durga pii. The banann plant
unc;mhrr bewves are then draped {n a sarf and
worshipped along with the goddess as Kola
Boti [ green bride) — obviously, as a carry-
over from a fertility cult,
Frankly, this spirit of accommodation of
dlv\rllly Is wlml ught millbons Logether,

Dasharml. commemorates her i
evil —as personified by M.ll]l!hﬂﬂlﬂ\l We see

Testival but all others as
wdl Muh1u|mlq|lu-uun noee and mark the

how plural the Hindu mod I8 when

Thee difFeremt mdes of cebebrating Uhe sane
ilin
seemibngly pan-lndian festivals ]

wihich sig-
nily Iow sundry seasonul rites and festivals
ol disparute reglons gradually inched closer

. and sexual assaull. Bieber s
auld 1o have |>c|.'|l mentored by Diddy. the
musle mogul, during the early days of his
career when he wis still a chl

‘The problem with sexual abuse, a8 sus-
pected [ the Diddy-Bieber cuse, 13 Iwolold
= (he lmpact and the perpetrator-victim
dynamic. Rescarchers Carly D Larsen,
Jonathan G Sandberg. James M
Harger, and Aoy Bean have deman:
strated Uhrough their study that
“there may be more gender simi-
larities than differences in experi-
ences of childhood abuse and rels:
tionship quality than previous
research hns shown”, There Is an
increased risk of “deweloping o
warbety of mental health difficulties
im adult life” in survivors of child
sex abuse, researchers like Hillberg, Hamil
ton-Glachristls, and Dixon sald, Additon-
ally. as Tom Luster and Stephen A Small
suggest, “Adobescents who had been bath
physically abused and sexually abused
exhibited more problems than those who
experienced only one type of abuse.”

Academlc studbes on tee Impact of sexual
whuse asbde, there Ls plenty of anccdotal evi
dence o show that male vietlms, [ust ke

towards esch other — under
persuasion, often aided by ruling groups,
LU tinition is theorotically not n compo-
nenit of Hinduisas, bat accultaration of entire
Fringe communitics into the Hindu way of
M s been a recunrent feature throughout
history. What is striking, however, s the
almost total absence of force or any pre-
planned mission to homogenise beliel and
eustom within Hindulsm, It s elear, there-

thedr fermale are often trapped
in o slmilar hlcrll‘t.|||L1‘h| set-up, rendering
them equally vulnerable to explodition.
Powerful abusers, too, with very lew excep
thon, are alse muke, The perpetrator-victim
dynamic in mabe sex abuse cases, therefore,
is to be seen as n grotesque play of patriar-
chy. The victimised male is closer to a
woman in this regard — enough rescarch
since Freud has been done around the

fore, that any attempd 1o Hindu:
sty prove to be antthetienl and munu-r»
productive.

Jawisar Sircar s a farmer Member of Partismen,
and wias qufture secretary, Government of fndia,
The wtews expressed are persesal

Imnpact of sexual
encounters.

Sexual ubuse, it can be safely assumed,
Impacts men and women almest squally,
thoaigh the victin's gender may colour the
perception o[lblm'.%urlhrmmrr. vl
ogists suggest that it is this differential per-

Nishtha The
Gautam

copitbin (it often leads o varegated mail-
Testations of the Impact of sexusl abuse
aloag gender lines, This gendered response
10 the experlence of sexual abuse is more
pronounced whem [t comes 1o the parenting
experience of survivors, In o 2018 Heraure
review, Joe Wark and Jo-Ann Vis found that
male survivors deall with concerns like
“fear of becoming an abuser, and physical
nnd urlonunli istance from their chil-

tl}lﬂll‘ﬁ back 1o Justin Bleber, the hyper-
sexualisation and sexually inappropriake
behaviour, even from fans and media, the
pop singer hos been recelving since he was
15 ks both appalling and dangerows, He has
nal been silent nlout s discomlon eliher,
Unifortunately, the only tine he got even

minimal arention for these viola-
toomy wan when the perpetrator
wis i woman. [n Lhose cases, too,
the discourse bordered more on
sensationalism hingeing on the
singer's appeal,
reactionary  backlash
aginst femindam vitlates any dis-
cusslon on make sex abuse. It s
ilsa not a eolncdence that most
moise around the subject is often in
ihe nuture of homophobdc generall sations,
Thie reality is that powerful men usually get
wway with victimising men and women
allke. After all, female sex olfenders still
account for less than 0% of the total num-
ber. However, the stigma around male child
sex abuse is 50l 8o strong that the slkenoe of
the victims lets even the not-so-powerlul
perpetrators get away. Various forms of
suppresslon and denial can be seen all
across locker rooms and music chambers
desplie depressingly high numbers, While
man such data extets for India, o 2004 survey
entimated that 1.7% of men in the United
States faced sexual sssanlt daring thedr life-
time, Aceord ng to the same survey, 780.3%
of make mpe victims repored "only male
perpetralons”

Whether Justin Bleber will clear the alr
remaing (o be seen; It hos shone the spot-
light on child safety, the price of celebrity,
and the horrible world of men asserting
thelr dominance through sexual nggression,

Nightha Garutam {5 an author,
acadermie aad journafis,
The views expressad are persanal
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West Asia jitters

Besides costlier oil, India’s exporters fear an
impact with disruption to shipping and trade

FULL-BLOWNWAR in West Asiaisin prospect fallowing lran’s

ballistic missile strike on Israel toavenge the killing of Hezhaol -

lah leader Hassan Nasrallah, and its Islamic Revolutionary

Guard Corps commander in Beirut. Israel will certainly retali-
ate at the time of its choosing even as it has expanded its military objec-
tives to take on Hezbollah — the most powerful non-state actor — by
invading southern Lebanon. A multi-arena conflict has opened up as the
year-long war in Gaza still rages and Israel has also launched strikes
against Houthi forces in Yemen. Israel’s imminent attack on lran for sup-
porting Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Houthis has ratcheted up tensions in
the region amidst speculation on the likely targets of its retaliation.

Will it be a tit-for-tat response on Iran's military and airbases or its oil
facilities? Foralong time, Israel has eyed taking out the country’s nuclear
enrichment facilities in Natanz. There is no telling exactly how much
global oil prices will spike upwards if the US does give a go-ahead foran
Israelistrike on Tehran's oil or nuclear facilities which can turn West Asia
intoa ball of fire.

The prospect of costlier oil is bad news for India that imports the bulk
of its energy requirements. Brent spot prices rose to $75-plus a barrel
after softening last month amidst fears of weakening oil demand, espe-
dally in the world's second largest economy, China, Although they still
remain lower than the average of $82.60 a barrel from January to Sep-
tember, the markets are extremelyjitteryabout the prospects of strikes on
Iran's pil facilities and supply disruptions through the Red Sea and Strait
of Hormue, More consequential for India is that less than half of its sup-
plieswere sourced from West Asia through the Persian Gulfand the Strait
of Hormuz through which a fifth of global oil supplies passes through
daily. An Israeli strike on the facilities of the third largest Opec producer
would take out 4.32 million barrelsa day or 4. 2% of global crude oil sup-
plies. And if Tehran retaliates by blockading the Strait, all bets then will
be off as oil prices would zoom and adversely impact the highly energy
import-dependent Indian econos

Indian exporters, too, are nervous about the escalating tensions in
‘West Asia as they confront rsing shipping costs and further disruptions
to trade Attacks on container shipments by Houthi forces in the Red Sea
have been going on since last October-Movember and could further
intensify with full-blown hostilities. The Suez Canal is the quickest way
fior goods to transit between Asia and Europe, accounts for 30% of all
container ship traffic,and isa vital conduit for crude oil shipments. The
Houthi attacks have forced ourexporters to reroute theirvessels around
Africa via the Cape of Good Hope, which inflates costs as journeys take
two weeks longer. India’s exports to Israel, Jordan, and Lebanon have wit-
nessed contractions in the first seven months of this year. As if all this
weren’t bad enough, exporters could also be hit by the ongoing workers’
strike in the East and Gulf Coast ports of the US, India’s largest trading
partner. For such reasons, India’s ministry of external affairs has
expressed deep concern over the likelihood of a wider regional conflict
and urged all parties to exercise restraint and address issues through dia-
logueand diplomacy.

Boeing’s frail finances
give strikers all the power

'WHILE A STRIKE by East Coast port workers is strangling the flow of goods
from Maine toTexas and grabbing headlines, news of machinists at Boeing Co.
about to enter their fourth week of picketing near Seattle has receded abit into
the background.

Theimpact from the port workers'strike will increase by the day asthe dam-
age to the economy and consumers begins to bite. That's not the case for Boe-
ing and it workers. The effects won't be visible to the public. Delays of plana
deliveries, unfortunately, are nothing new to Boeing customers. They've been
grappling witha dearth of new planes foryears after the grounding of the 737
Max following two deadly crashes and the quality snags that had halted ship-
ments of the 787.

The pressure on Boeing, though, isacute. The company isin a dire financial
position, burning through billions of dollars of cash and teetering at the edge
ofhavingits credit rating cut to junk. The company has floated the idea of rais-
ing $10 billion or more by selling shares, which wouldn't happen until the
strike iz resolved.

The approximately 33,000 machinists on strike know this. Time is on their
side_In fact, many have been preparing for this moment foryears, stuffing away
savings to stick it to a company that coerced them into signing contract exten-

1their defined-pension benefits. Gig-
economy jobs also 999 > the union members an outlet to earn money during the
strike,as Bloswmberg News” Julie Johnsson and Anna Edgerton highlighted.

Theworkers"seem. angrier than in 2008 when the strike lasted 57 days”, Cai
von Rumaohr, an analyst with TD Cowen, wrote in an
October 1 note inwhich he cut his price target on Baeing
stock by §30 to $200. This strike will hurt Boeing's rev-
enue by more than the $100 million a day in 2008,
he said.

Boeing tried to force a best and final offer last week
of a 30% raise over four years, a signing bonus, and a
sweeter match to the employee 401(k) savings plan. It
didn't work. The machinists lost their company-paid
health benefits on October 1, but that hasn't moved the
needle,either. This doesn’t come asa surprise given that
the first offer of a 25%: pay raise was rejected by an
astounding $&0% of the employees who belong to the
International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers.

Boeing needs to reach a deal with its striking workers and crank up aircraft
production. The backlog of aircraft orders is piling up.This is cash and financial
reliefjust waiting tobe unlocked. No doubt a hefty payraise will squeeze future
profit margins, but it's unlikely the company, being in such as weakened state,
can gutlast the determination of its workers. The machinists know they are in
the strongest position ever to clawback what they felt forced to give away years
agowhen the company was threatening to build planes in non-union states.

Mot only are Boeing's finances in a precarious position, but the planemaker's
smaller suppliers will also begin to feel the squeeze. This isa supply chain that's
only now beginning to heal from the sudden drop in volume during the pan-
demicand the loss of experienced workers whom they have struggled to replace.
Meanwhile, airline customers are losing patience, giving more ammunition to
rival Airbus SE to add toits lead as the largest commercial aircraft maker.

It's time for new chief executive officer Kelly Ortberg to settle this strike
and begin to repair labour relations. Without buy-in from its workforce, the
companycan't begin to change a fact: culture that had eroded fi
and quality to the point where the Federal Aviation Administration had tointer-
vene, The union earlier this week urged Ortberg “to truly engage at the pro-
pozal-based level and to take the reins” of the negotiations. Ortberg should
take up that offer.
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The future

HE GLOBALLANDSCAPE of
work is undergeing a pro-
found transformation driven
by artificial intelligence (AT}
and Industry 4.0 technologi-
«<al advancements, shifting demngrapl\
ics, and evolving social and economic

that enh
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India 2047 requires us to transcend rigid rules
and adopt a flexible, role-| based approach

©® TECH IMPACT
THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT IMPACT OF Al, INDUSTRY 4.0, GEOPOLITICS & OTHER DRIVERS OF CHANGE

S RAMADORAI

Chairpersan, Karmayog: Bharat, and farmes CEG
and MO, Tata Consulancy Services

expectations. The World E
Forum’s Future of Jobs Report 2023 pro-
videsaview of these drivers, highlighting
theirimpact nnﬂ\ewywmk,wherm
work, and who does the work,

but at the same time, requires organisa-

tions to adapt to the diverse regional
ctath d chall

both opportunities and chaJImgeLThe
thoughts outlined here Build on my pre-
sentationat theAsi; Bank
Institute {ADEI), Japan, and serves as a
guidetothe docurnent published I:&IA.DBI
‘titled"The Future of Work, Arti

Impact of AI
The large-scale adoption of Al and

autormationisresultingin production and
processes becomning more agile, cost-

hse'ncg and Digital Government: Policy
fves for Asia® that delves d

into these themes and provides a road

map toreflect on the furure of work.

Drivers of change

The world of work is influenced by a
variety of supply- and demand-side dri-
wers. On the supply side, factors suchas

cmtod"]iui‘ng,alﬂs;daltrer;dsmeluhap-
ing the availability and expectations of
‘workers. Forinstance, ageing populations
in many countries are leading to labour
shortages, especiallyin care sectors, while
migration patterns are shifting as people
seek greater economic stabilityand secu-
rity. The increasing cost of living is also
forcingworkers to reconsiderwage norms
and social protection, while growing
recognition of work-life balance ks influ-

effective,and high-yielding, These effects,
along with increased consumer dernand
for high-value products and services, are
likely to act as a catalyst for economic
growth and innovation that will create
I:I-‘E&her order jobs. Far example, in indus-
like finance, healthcare, and logistics,

embrace continuous leamning will thrive
in the future workplace. This is under-

our global competi

of work

infrastructure at
scale and I.ewxagmg their potential to
drive economic growth and social welfare,
Policy and governance
To cater to these emerging needs, the
roleod policymakers cannot beoverstated.
It i ial that
framewaorks that support both workers
and innovation. This includes devising
policies that encourage learning and

create

sC00 kill Di Index pub-

lished by the Baston Consulting Group,
which highlights the extent of transfor-
mation thatjobroleswillundergo. Thereis
an urgent need for upskilling and broad-
ening our interdisciplinary capabilities.
Theworkforce of the future needs to pos-

ng, cial pro-
tection systems arein place, and foster
environments where new industries can
thrive. One approach that could prove
effective in navigating these changes is
theapplicationafthe principal-agent the-
or}' w0 publlc sector governance. It

sess amix of d T technaol-

skills, leadership acumen, and emo-
tional intelligence to nawvigate the
complexities of an increasingly auto-
mated and Al-drivenworld. Forworkersin
the lower end of the value chain, as is the

plexities of delegation
and accountability and can help palicy-
makers develop new models of gover-
nance that promote transparency,adapt-
ability,and impact measurement. Wewill
require robust frameworks to evaluate
hovewell platforms,and ini-

Al is helping Us achiove e C25€ in the gig

imrsnictiens “ieongleaming. Pyl iod

making, but human over- must be em r_a: skills must be created to

sight remainscrucialinareas a8 away of life.  ensureexpertiseis translat-

requ#ngﬂcaﬂu@m&e_ c':n‘;r& These who take it a'bnls to gm:;ppormnltleg
e sing impa i ive i a ng-term  career

technologyisalsoleading to up will theiva in .

new work models in the the future 1

fiarm of 1ig rkpl. India’s digital public

economy — creating a shift infrastructure

towards more flexible and

inclusive labour markets. However, they
also raise important questions about the
need for worker and the

As countries navigate
these shifts in the labour market, the
deve]upment and integration of d.lgul‘al

encing how people approachwork. adequacy of social pm‘tecllrm as thase
On the demand side, technology is newmadels donot comewith traditional
playing a pivotal role. Al and P benefitslikehealthcareand
aretakingover routine tasks, makingroles | retirement savings.
tl\at ire: itive, creative, and emo-
il ot Other = Comp y development
drivers sucl\ascybemc! lty Ins, In thit rg world of human pro-

sustainability,and geopolitics are further
shaping the demand for labour force, as
businesses reassess ghobal supply chains
andoperational practices. Moreover, glob-

ligation

ductivity, competency will be the cur-
rency.As traditional roles get disruptad,

k ill nead to con upskill
and reskill. Lifelong learning must be
ernbraced as a way of life. Those who

tiatives a.re“lranslatlng to real-world
growthandimpact.

An invitation to reflect and act

It isimperative thatwe think critically
about the impact of Al and Industry 4.0
technologies, geopolitics, and other dri-
vers of change on the work ecosystem.
New work models and lifelong learning
will define the path forward, and policy-
makers must ensure frameworks are in
place to support 2 in this transition.
[ndla'h technology leadership promises

rce infrastructure remains | greaf rsolutions,
equa]fya'lﬂn] asatool for fostering indu- able]essnn!mthewnrld
sive growth. In India, we are leading the Ttusamd.elsmsl:ﬂ)ebeghamngofﬂve
wanywith India Stack Ourpub- . For a more d
lic digital platforms such as UPI are not ration of the trends and pass]b]]ll:la, 1
only promoting financial i but you to visit the ADBl website

also providing a framework for innova-
tionand entrepreneurship TheiGOT Kar-
mayogi is another platform that aims to
democratise learning and improve the
competencies of public servants, enabling
thermn to remain adaptable to face future
challenges. Othar nations are now adopt-

and read the policy brief that provides
amum'hlellmghts for pahcymakersand

oi\«:rkm atechnology-1 driven wur]d

Toread the full docwment, please visit:
shorturLat{FFxHL

Data sovereignty in the age of surveillance

K YATISH RAJAWAT

Aespectively founder and researcher at
the Centre for Innowation in Public Falicy

India must establish a comprehensive regime that
includes ownership and control to counter threats
of global surveillance, mainly from the US and China

AS INDIA STRIDES towards bemmlng a

of data. Establishing data sovereigntyisvi-

ciety,th

data gwerelgm'_v becomes not just rele-

vacy,aswellas bo-
Istering somnnuc and national security.
Ju? means that a coun-

want, but also pivotal. We b far con-
ceptualised "digital” through infrastruc-
ture owned and operated by foreign
entities. In light of global surveillance
plactloes belng pursued by countries

ure d and
monitored, it becomes imperative to
question the constructs of data owner-

try'sdata ﬂ)uu.ld'besubjeﬂwlrsawnlam
and stored within its territorial bound-
arles. Thisconceptisnotonlyabautadher-
ing to legal norms; it represents a strate-
gicnecessity as India seaks to assert itself
as a technology frontrunner. Crucially, it
alsoacts as a bulwark to protect India's

Data Access Agreament which addresses
concemsof surveillance under FISA's Sec-
tion 702.The bilateral agreement, effec-
tive since October 2022, doesn’t eliminate
the risks of masssurveillance but provides
a framewark for balancing law enforce-
mentwith privacy concerns. ltemphasises
judicial oversight, data minimisation,and
human rights safeguards, prohibiting
bulk data collection. However, this
approach alone is not enough for India,

especially undersea cables. These cables
carry nearly 9% of global internet traf-
fic, yet they are mainly owned by the US-
dominated G7 group. China hasbeenagg-
ressivelyexpanding its stake in this space.
All of espionage involving Chin-
eseshipsrepairing undersea cables under-
score the geopolitical risks. To mitigate
such dangers, India must urgently invest
in its own undersea internet infrastruc-
ture. Indiacanth g
security while ensuring resilient and
uninterrupted global communication.
India’ path to digital sovereignty
mustbemu]tlfaceted Besides building
frastructure, it is important to nurture

ship, proter and contral ic principlesinan increasingly  giventhescale of itsdigitallandscapeand

over data infrastructure. We must estab- connected world, the complexdity ofitsdata neads.

lish acomy pime that includes Arobust d j work India should consider establishing

ownership and control to counter the can protect Indian clnuns similar bilateral or multilat-

threatsofj | surveillance, mainly from. from data breaches and sec- . o e eral with other

ﬂveUSané"gI.:m. ' uresensitive governmentand ‘md_!s‘bl.llulllg nations, such as those of the
InApril 2023, US President Joe Biden  military operations. Butsov-  infra, it is equally  BRICS group. But for such

signed the Reforming Intelligence and
Securing America Act, renewing Section
702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillan-

ceAct(FISA) Theleg us

ereignty should not be con- immmm agreements to succeed, they
flatedwith mere datalocalisa- s must bealigned with India's
tion. Simply storing data m'_n_umdom.m data protection laws. For
within natior with-  digital platforms  inerance, future Indian data

.

cation data to the Arneri nment
without a warrant for national security
purpases. Thisaffects data on popularclo-
ud platforms like AWS, Google Cloud, and.
Microsoft Azure — widely used by Indian.
businesses, individuals, and even gov-
ernmententities Asaresult, foreignusers
I.ncl‘udingfmm [ndia face therisk of their

domestic digital platforms and ecosys-
tems that can compete with global tech
glants. This will contribute to economic
growth, jobcreation,and innovation too.
India may also consider adopting
industry-specific data localisation mea-

out estzblishing stringent  and

lish individual £

sures. Thi id mean applying strictes
s on high data, such as

profection measures or clear
ownership rights, is insuffi-
cient for guarding against external sur-
veillance threats or domestic misuse.
India can take cues from global frame-
wiorks like the European Union’s General

data, ensuring that cIthens,

financialorhealth ramuds,wtul.eal]a\c\dmg

not corporations or g ts, hold
rights over theirpersonal data.

India's vision for true digital sover-

eignty requires more than regulatory

Data Protection Regu]atlun ‘hich
it 1 theirdata

!teps,lt dernands i in domes-

andi

with

T L T
niesoverd.

is undergcnles the urgency fora
countrylike India to overhaul data gover-
nance Given India’s population and the
of its digi

prioritises safiedata handling, privacy,and
algorithmic transparency, creating a
inundatl.on for digital independence

um,lt isa mpeslmryufmasglw quantities

Another ml.evant model s the UK-US

THE EDITOR

UN and Israel at odds

United Mations Secretary-General
Antaonio Guterres® calls for ceasefires
in Gaza and Lebanon and an end to
the deadly cycle of tit-for-tat violence
in'West Azia are in sync with the rale
the organisation that he helmsis
supposed to play. But lsrael holds him
biased in favour of the “ais of
resistance”. Dencuncing himas a
“friend of Hamas, Hezbollah, and iran®,

it has taken the extreme step of
declaring him a persona non grata
and banning him from entering its
“territong”. lts open hostility towards.
Guterres is axplicable in terms of its
self-righteausness. lsrael has justified
its killings of Palestinians in Gaza
saying it was only "mowing the grass".
‘What West Asia sees and suffers is the
demaonstration of the principle of
“rmight iz right". In speaking against
Isrzel's use of its superior military
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Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phane: [ . (Cover price:

ture. India must develop its
own data centres, cloud and pro-
cessing facilities. A domestically con-
nnl.'ledgdlyt.a] I.nﬁastml:tu:e would also

tion. Such stratified policies could mam—
without g g

commarce and collaboration. Moreover,
equipping Indian citizenswith|

about data vulnerabilities will empower
them tomake informed decisions. Trans-
parency and accountability must be the
cornerstones of India'sdata policies. Judi-

should Lr-

it e e et

ill. ensuring that the right to pri-

India also meeds to control the physi-
cal pipelines through which data flows,

strength for the whalesale slaughter
ofinnocent people in Gaza and
Lebanon, Guterres has shawn

great strength of character.

=& David Miltan, Maruthancode
Delhi’s AQI problem
Apropas of "Hazy action plan” (FE,
October 3), Dedhi's towic air is caused
by a combination of vehicular and
industrial emiszions, construction
activities, and crop residue in nearby

Led
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itor

vacy is protected and citizens are
informed when theirdata is accessed.

areas. The Delhi government has
taken a few measures to tackle these
lbut air guality has consistenthy
wiorsened. & multi-pronged approach
o all stakeholders from media, civil
society, eduecational |nsutuucms, state
and central gowemnment is needed.
They must come cut with feasible
plans to achieve sustainable results.
—Bal Govind, Moida

@Write to us atfelettersPespressindia.com

[F] Ltd Pr::s i ! Sectar-F, Noida - 201301 ard published at The Indian E?tnr:sﬁ {F) Led, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar
Editar: Shy i , ramanian® {"Resparsible for selection of News under the FAB Act) @Copyright: The
se, inwhale orin Mmrhaut peicr writken permissian is prohibited. The Financis] Express®



.'ﬂ—. o

Sl H oy e ST ) e O we wete
waraTea o et o vl e =) o e w | geeh d
wten 3 firive o aferm) = o S i, forer wfedi &
et a1 T g e g o e w1 o e frn)
TR AT e e v et e )
nuﬁmmmﬂwmnﬁ kel
m e wifisan 3 wafir wraT @ arfaate

0 g Ve 3 - anenfi ST ) g e
e 7 fem ) arerer s HERT el T TR w
e o T e & et 3 i 8 e
ST T ST T AT 5w 7w oMy arEe o e
s Wrereq A e R I o AR e e
e alvafferer T 1 aradm &) v i
[ Fifeel & T Eremr e o o enfi ) anfar,
fistwy 1 Feperetioren 3 s S| 3 et fr Eren sere
g!mar!qilwmmwﬂmiﬁsmm

e el # v AT a7 o

vt Tt sl et wirel @1 e et 3 o i
5 afet 3 Ster Frei § s o g 5 e

S
£ | % A 2016

AR T T T @ e e
T, e —
!‘! :

! amenfe fzavE W gUR| T
RAGAATAH MR e e o
RN P IGIRR  Feraravii an dnf defel

mmqﬁm afrer i i o e g &
i e arfierad d T, v

kLl ol Hp s

| iy B

AT )

e e # oy amefeer et

o e e o T A @

werrd & | s et # Srer s = ad) forererd fei
e, o Sl 3 onfer wen s B Em-TE 3 WA
wofe i At W vive) o) e e R T
TR 5 AT AT e g, e e e
TR R AT A wren e | e e At o e d e
forr=el ey onfireit B ) Sl & o o T ¥

A o, firerd it & Sremaif w1 o v o sin i
fiorey 7 et v b B i | e 7w o ¥ fn g T
T Y e T o e e w7 e qw R @
o e ety v et wveeen & aveft of i dra ¥,
T S ot e
T Fe T T & 7 TEH G e
o Fevers o Sramaii =6 ey o B o ore & e
Tt 1 Forerer wiToT 8 T o, T A, i s
FaT aTEn i e 7 Ferdy w # e e s R
wﬂrqu Svepers) A e o Sl # il adw faim
w A anfeenfe ) e et & 2 s e o w
SRR T & 7 e, e o Tt o e g
AT A e A A e, an s sl &
frarmirer w8 e Fart w e )

| 75 AT UST W™

SHindustan

www.livehindustan.com

onf feef, equmne, 4 Srgee 2024

AN UR gl 3 feloTe

el g2 Astetifera uict wereren3il bt 3Man3N R IR
3R & AI- TR 3101 31 D ehferdl A M uR
I PSR- mmwzﬁal

) v

A e | e

[ 517 1 9T BT T e e
T S A g, o e e

W A U & SR W -
'mtmme|mmmm
v o e e o 8 | e e
i, v s i o v e g
W W, W T HaEmsl & age
Feratrn w1 i 2 T ) O A o
o fof fore o s fEn W i #1 T
e, Ay it e # A e T
T T, ST W e o e o
Fumﬁmmwﬁmﬁ mmlmrn
MAHE
hwmﬁmmmi! ﬁm
i el w sh v T el 0
S 7 o e 7
e Ty Ferds wm R T, T win
) ¥ wwen-ferinedl o, i wdr,
- o e, Sfar = v
e, i g R T W e
) - e e Y i
i i = e e
i wmmMﬁfwm
W] 24 R T OHOE W
it i A A -
w1 T # e o e ¥ e
mm"l Y FT W e e o
WA e # -
Wf:mtlmiu?nlﬂfn s
m‘rmwﬁﬂ L LR EiCI
1 v it 2 ) TR i Wi
e 1 v e gt i o o
I v e o s A st
e, T i e S e

i frafvr i 3 o wfiy w0 s s
st v | e, w0t 10 @ -
i T A Lil
s ) T o mmm
et i1 T I o e
T F A U Al w0 i I
fepTerer i o T, mfeew e
B0, T A e e AR O
A I 0 o e g a0
e 90 favrrere witd ¥ 35 3 wifirw W w
T o e B b s e & o e 25
i A o A % ¥ | W -
v i e v it i, sfero i v T
T W A e WA
s el o o e 6 R i g
2005 7 2014 TF ST TR w0 | T
wre ot = A v T ¥, S ey i

IR 3R 2RI

mmﬁmﬁuﬂtmwmaﬁmm‘rmwﬁ
1 e 4 iy e e, A e e )
1 fareit 31 it foren orem b it Sp e e A O
nwm|mmmm.mmmm
T i T B T B e i i it s ) e e
e ) A T T T i e e T e
9 S
T dvfee v AR i e s w o i o
ﬁiﬂﬁmm:ﬁ T VI FE W AT S
T TP TR T 0 | W] 6 =
Iﬁ&ﬁmﬁ et et ey e Wl = s 6
frrerem ) swEre W wE ) TR e E
Fovye St e vt v fam, i e s -
fvn w1 v A % | g e e g i e -
O o i ], T 3l A A
sfirlh arn e e e s S A o g
A e ) fi e e o frafy sy i) aqfdrer-
T W o = s e e g W oge o o)
TR O B TR R 7 = Sl e A T
fr ¥, i P A S ) e e b @ T
AT 6 R 8 S | s i i e sh
Foee v e e i e e o o v
1 B AT T ST = S v o g g e i
e =y 1 F7ETER BN | ST AT e ey T o T
A T ¥, W A e e @ 6 e w s b
ey wvh-ahit - e e ot o e )
¥ rfi ) e T o b e e
T B | = i e e o e o i e

qIS3el b qad Iyt J=ell
Jar I el agd aei

i e wye fw snfen W aed
ey v et dar e fore e o mid
T | W SRR T AT, WA,
et sht drEven 9 m de e W
FoRTATITTeR a1 i STt STVl ST it
5 W T o T A ) e A T
werer, wepEA s o iR i i ¥
i fore feeit e wwfaineft 31 33 vl
T TATE T R T F wn )
T ST T T v i fover e W
o W i A e el e A
W, A foforn sl sitvaferm @t
o] sy o o S A W e
e fu sl e  arem e i wE e
ey ferfeTeR Vi ) e T
| W B A W e e W

A 3

R g | 3w

syErgfern sl i Frata & gR fEm
1, e e i e o e i
5 T T T, e S e
e, S i A i A
o o o Fes o )
A
e e o R T
T, W 5 WA f FAT vt
rath &y ) v v vt

i sl 20 B v S fra
Afeferr e ek, S T Sezere 1 s T FE W
AT S IR (Tl @ WIa e, w7 5 v e s
STy SeEEd S o
e, R sl it i e fesem &1 a1 e ST, A, T,
o, s st YT, YA 3 oll- e frmy i ot e W
oy e | o, e 20 e & ww
ST O R e 0 e e A e
i oy b o e et
T T, T u
mwwzuoa?ﬂm - ofern il e et 91 5,00,000 ST e

amtmymtmmm ‘~!!‘I'
i, S, W Al st s

3 wenfers St w1 S wEr " mm
i i o v feperen ) A6, O e @
MWmﬁMwm,wznﬂﬁ‘aaﬂh:

TR fow 1 ¢ 5 v AT
iﬁﬁmmk W B W
Forstrard it g o el e e fow
TR TE: 12 W, 2021 9§ 01T
AP A W F LR
W, Formriy 2 7 el i i )1

e A iR o P i sl e
i e i i | i e e
T e A e ¢ <l o sl

vy e | g

ﬁ‘mhm&laﬁtaﬂmﬂwhw
g i e W Wi st ¥, e
e a3 e aifvre e ., et

, BT e S, e e
fior-g ufr i A w1 il e
oA T i o v e
T g e e s
i S fereetr B | Feraar o fern i fom e
el 7 i) s v e g ¥, wR A
i 37 e i e s i e
smd &) i, s wd s AT st
O, R W A 1 7Y o T o S
e, S T e 2023 # 920 % e
(3 e o s e )

e aofh =t o )
a_’%w%mmmmm
ot S A i I v
fowem sl =T S S i e e
vyt =R feryee it s fr
T AR e ) B i e
i! tm%ﬁ;:%m Vi,
o T T TR
W@WMMWﬂmtﬂaﬂﬁﬂlm
e 5 v v v ) s i o
5 9l Sl # g v o e e T A
R AR i ST W w o
o U5 TR oI e Tl o AT e
e 2 g e e o T R S
o g it et o e e ot 2,
R fofE e ST o e 2
ft e w3 ¥

AR A= FHI0

T, WA e o o e e -
o o | e e O i
5 i T R ) AR ) e
o AR e T o i e e A
O < e /P 6 7 e, i ey
o sy T T | e = e o -
TR A B T ST S e S e
T w A B, S e e w5
T | A St S A - 5
T80 | R ST SO S R,
B TR A A, S ST S
il i e g e v ey o, o
e 4 St - e i &
ST A HT A g, A afiver e |

W) W AW s e, o, e,
i el it w3, 1w e e
it 3w B o, S A A
T W A (T e, T
SISIFE-SFETY ST T T | A seren o 3

i ferepe af ame o A R ¥, WA e
T T A S T |

Rl Pres BIEEVE
gl # et 3 fer wrrer w1 e o=
it w1 st 3 foret-siielt % o 96 g
o S o YT o W e, T
o T P A, A W i
v o 1 e o g ¥, fere feerar
g o o 79 A 9 & - aem e w
i fe

T T S e W e s
=T TR A | 0 0 4 SRR Wi - T
e i 5 i, F@ A e
Ty i o e W, G T e
s W o e @ g e e ¥,
TR A WA A w |
TS a6 ST ST T A -
ST aie ) AT T
TR w081 ) T, S T dm
o i o A o

(i i s frm )

wicrd MR T

e e et ) e e
T e wifew el R fael e b
oy ey 3wy ¥, i it wR e
it ol e e o e R 6,
it e R Y e i
Ay o, i e ) e
el T B e s
sy 1 s v sfien da i
ol e o B0 H el i i, s o
T T o sl E A T s
wife 1 00 ) s A
v T ) e )
itm SRt o 9fd B ¥, T -
e e e o e i o e s
ST T | S S e
“weeart ¥, e et e, i o v )
At S ST FAR i

uﬁqﬁ-mmmhm
T ) e e b, v
m&mmmiﬁtwmm
w7 i 3 v e B e A W
R A b, T e i ey
FV T FRTA| e ST Feh # At
e i) e A, g sl i s
1 o ferm oy e, e e g R

el e, ey wepere i i iR
T - A e A T, T
ifires: o i srerver Bt 8w

Wellel JbSTE | el

v & i | i b e, S
N B 3 e 6 v T A e sh
e A fererde ¥, e @ @l e ot A
T | U= 3 T e st 6 T
et o forem i o) seam Y w0 | W
T v, s i e E ) a
T e o, Forerer e ¥ ae

wfere 3o 3 ereen, 3y 3t
Ferafirca sl &1 5761 3 wRae

i et e ¥, e e A &)

sl e o e fevere ) i
afy i v ¥, @ & A o
s 5w AT i R, P
AT T A, A e ¥ i
ayed 1, v o e e e R A
T e T | e
e i B ¥ b v v i AT
g w ¥ a3t ) o
e, SR W A o fer s s e i)
ot it wferyter

muﬂmmum
e e gferar ey & fere

- 309 7d STenfee ad SR BRA
~ BonI3nficE, FAR AT sada- 2030
tmhn‘mﬁ i A wfodi B

3 e 2 b |

SHifciaTl J1&FTcl b DIvd il faaR

10T UTeil B33, ol I Ut 8rofl 8

T | e A A B

AT e o -t ad e o i, e e
et wondm | oo wiver = Ve A wa w, A
et e o o e A Fevrr e
T fo ey i o o T T |
wmt.ﬂl’uﬁuhmggm 0 3, froiir
T T T 7 T

e e oy NG R A

8 o ¥ sl vl aw amg # T wt m, Fre! smaiw
e f e Ao e | G0 TR e i S e # o i)
v W o A st i g i syl e i
e 1 v we v R, e i) e v T
il e 20 9 25 Wiw R i A ) e e i
e e e o b A ke i et o e
o v e &, A T g T T 2008 e e
e 1 b Faww A e @, @ 2004 H g g H R

=Y, foveret Freregen forw 4 W
013 Faes O 0 s 1 e
T A 7 S, o
Tardr S i | A A
el i Sy farr i favenfes o o,

o o, T A
ot ) e e e o v 4
ot 3 e e wve i o
iy TR T i | i,
wil T i el

R S | e i

g e e e ) S 6

7| ST W W A SR

T ¥ TR A | SR e e it e wed ¥, o e, A 1960- 70 M A FEHTE 1 17 0 0 T A
g iy vl o A e i gt ] A - g A e g Ry @ A w3 i e e, o i
e s & o e s wee m-m ot ol o e e fre e e i el e A m
o i i s ¥, o b, 1t anfy i g o6 v o e T e & fos
oy T A i e e ﬁlﬂ!ﬂim}' T Al - Ap am ) o b, afF e s s &, S e e i e
fetaren e forem en, e e T, ot o o A o e e wy e v sl e
i o, s T 5 T ay o wte o sn ol & gl o e A e oA e i e v fd 3R
VT ST T A | T T A A | e e e faw i e o e e A T W ¥ |5 e
e AT T 7 T B e, A - e ) S o A o e i
T e e e TN A FFH E A Y| o e T e A STV SR S, M T
WO T A B o e sl T TR A i e e i, i e e e - e e
A ot et v # ) apdh o aw Wl e O I s A WA S A e wE, S W
, FrrR e si i i e # ge # AN o ) I T T i forn, gfeat v s wv
Fovepe # v i T A e o 7 A e 7| = it e - arfermefa 1 sy
A W A T TR O 1950 R T T oR e e i i wipg 1 i e
R ) e i i 3 W T i e e A e ey e s o - e i e i o )
aﬁﬂm’lmiwﬁmhm:ﬂ o T o T e e 8 e o A A e e e R e
siveroe o ol i fteir i g gl o, R § s, ) aem wnm d h e Wit |
0 pefe, TR T R A P ad gen S ) o e @ e, fefT
a@ ee o a» 00 & e «» -



