
Karnataka finishes as first runner-up 

Khelo India winter games finish, 
Army bags highest no. of medals 
YUSUF JAMEEL 
SRINAGAR, FEB. 25 

The fourth edition of 
Khelo India winter ga 
mes concluded at Kash 
mir's premier ski resort 
Gulmarg on Sunday with 

the Indian Army clinch-
ing the highest number 
of 10 gold, five silver and 
six bronze medals fol-
lowed by the first runner 
up Karnataka with nine 
gold and twO silver 
medals. 

Maharashtra 
seven gold, eight silver 
and seven bronze 
medals, finishing as the 
second runner-up in the 
skiing and snowboard 

Won 

the five-day event. J&K, 
the host state, was placed 
at the 9th position in the 
medal tally after win-
ning one gold, six silver 
and four bronze medals, 
the officials said. 

The winter sporting 
events that took place at 
the 2,650-meters-high 
Gulmarg include snow 
boarding, Alpine ski, 
Nordic ski and snow 
mountaineering. Twenty 
states Union and 
Territories competed in 
the Alpine Ski, Nordic 
Ski, and Snowboarding 
while ten states did it in 
the Ski Mountaineering 
competitions. 
The closing ceremony 

was held at the Gulmarg 

Golf Course. Nuzhat 
Gull, secretary J&K 
Sports Council said that 
nearly 600 athletes who 
came from various parts 
of the country to partici 
pate in the fourth edition 
of the games were actual 
ly realising the dream of 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi as these 
games "are providing 
platform to youth from 
grassroots level to show 

She asserted, "These 
games are helping in the 
exchange of culture, tra 
dition and languages 
among athletes and 
enhance their vision and 
confidence." ing gamnes played during 

case their talent and com 
pete at national level". 
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U
PSC 

rules 
for 

photo 
on 

application 

form
 

to
 

tackle 

A
I-driven 

frauds 

The 

process 

may 

pinch 

pockets, 

especially 
of the 

aspirants 

from
 

rural 

areas, 
but 
it w

ill 

control 

im
personatlon 

wers 

find 

little 
or no 

resem
 

blance 
of the 

candidate 

with the 

photo 
he 
has 

uploaded 
du ring 

registration, 

raising 
do ubts 

am
ong 

the 

examiners. 

Through 
the 

new
 

system, 
the candidates 

will 

also 
not 

face any 

issues 
in 

any 

level 

during 

the 

exam. 

Aspirants 

from
 

the rral 

areas 
are 

also 
not 

likely to 

face 

difficulty 
as 
all 

faciliti 

es 

are 

available 
in 

every 
no ok 

and 
corner." 

Senior 

AS 

Rajesh 

Kumar 
Pathak, 
secretary, 
Technolo 

gy 

Development 

Board, 
De partment 

of Science 
&

 

Tech nology 

says, 

"The 

new
 

initia tive 
will 

help 
in 
crosschecking 

the 

age 

and 

appearances 
of 

the 

candidates 
as 

often 

they upload 

older 

photos. 
On 
nu merous 

OCcasions, 
it becomes 

sibilities," 
says 
Dadoo. 
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2024 POST 
GRADUATE 
DIPLOM

A 
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M
ANAGEM

ENT 
-

BUSINESS 
M

ANAGEM
ENT 

(PGDM-BM) 

(UPSC) 

he Union 

Public 

Service has 

started 

the 

regi 

Com
m

ission 

stration 

process 
for 

UPSC 
CSE Prelim

s 

2024 
for 

the 

Prelims 

scheduled 
in 

May. 

The 

Com mission 

has 

introduced 

stic ter 

rules 
for 

uploading 
pho tographs 

on 
the 

registration 

form
s. 

As 
per 

the 
new

 
guide 

lines, 
the 

UPSC 
has 

asked 
the candidates 

to 

upload 

pho tographs 
not 

older 

than 
10 

days 

from
 

the 

start 
of th

e 
on application 

process. 
T

herefore, 
candidates 
will have 

to 

make 

sure 

that 
the photographs 

are 
not 

taken 
be 

Full 
Time 
Residential 

Executive 
Program

m
e 

Admission 

through 

valid 

GMAT/CATIXAT 
test 

score 

M
onth 

18 

Last 
Date to Apply 

W
hile 

the 

rule 
has 

baffled 

the 

aspirants 
and 

few 

have dubbedit 
as 
an 

unnecessarily 

long 

and 

expensive 

process, 

experts 

claim
 

it will 

control 

misuse 
of 

technology 
and other 

related 

frauds 

during 

the 

exam
s. 

In 

Rajasthan 
and Uttar 

Pradesh, 

several 

cases 

have 

been 

registered 
by 

the state 

against 

candidates 
for npersonation 

and 
technolo 

gy-related 
crimes. 

www.mdi.ac.in 

W
ednesday, 

M
arch 
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For 

information 
&

 

details, 

please 

contact: 

Executive 

Admissions 

Office 
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4560793, 

4560000 

executiveadmissions@mdi.ac.in 
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Architecture 

lated 

issue 

will 
get 

largely 
re solved," 

says 

Dadoo. 

"Several 

cases 

have 

com
e 

to 

the 

fore where 
candidates 
juxtaposed 

their 

photographs. 
With 
tech nologies 

like 
Al and 

Deepfake, 

the 

challenges 
are 

rising 
each day. 

Identity 

issues 
are 
a ma jor 

problem 
the 

Commission 
is facing. 

As 

per 

the 

new
 

in struction, 
the 

candidate 
must upload 

a photo 

clicked 

within 10 

days 

from
 

the 

start 
of the onlne 

application 
process. 

This 

will 

make 
it difficult 
for the 

candidates 
to 

fudge 
the appication 

data. 

The 

new process 

may 

pinch 

pockets, 

especially 
for 

aspirants 

from rw
al 

areas, 
but 
it 

will 

ensure 

the 

identity 
is coIrect, 

easing 

the 

future 

procedure," 
adds Dadoo. 

UPSC 
and 

state 

PSCs have 

received 

multiple 

com
p the 

photo 
of the 

person 
in 

the 

laints 
of 

impersonation 
where adm

it 

card 
and 
the 
one 

appea 

ring 
for 

the 

exam
 

were 

diffe rent. 

"Often, 
the 

admit 

card younger 
brother's 
pho to 

while 
the 
ol 

der 
brother 
is appearing 

for 
recent 
instruc 

the 
exam

. 
The 

tion 
will 
elimi nate 

such 
pos 

h
as 

Survey 

NID 
NIFT 
PARUL G

 
Mandatory 

Retired 

senior 
LAS 

officeI JK 

Dadoo 

says 

this 

initiative 

will 

control 

misuse 
of new

 technologies 
like 
AL 

With 
AI, there 

is a possibility 
to 

morph 
photographs 
and 
documents, 

which 
can 

pose 

serious 
chal lenges 

in 

public 

exam. 
"It 
is difficuit 

to 

distinguish 

betwe en 

photographs 
of 

candidates 

on 

different 

forM
s 

and 

also match 

them
 

against 
the 

can didate 

appearingin 
the 

exam. New 

technology 
and 
AI 
can easiy 

morph 
photographs 

and 

docunents. 
With 
the 

new
 UPSC 

guídelines, 

identity 
re D

EA
D

I 
Ie

 

a challenge 
during 

the 
Perso 

nality 

Test, 

when 
the 

intervie 

fore 
February 
4, 

2024. 
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UPSC quidelines, identity re 

CBSE has no plan to 
adopt Open Book 

Exam, a feasibility 
study to be initiated 

Sonal.Srivastava @timesgroup.com 

iOn Wll elimi 
nate such poS 

| he Central Board of Secondary Educa 
tion (CBSE) has clarified that it is plan 
ning to conduct a study in its affiliated 

schools to find out whether the Open Book Ex 
amination (OBE), one of the modes of assess 
ments recommended by the National Curricu 
lum Framework for Secondary Education 
(NCF-SE), is feasible in the Indian context or 
not. The Board will first experiment, and then 
examine the viability of the OBE in the ndian 
context. A section of the media highlighted 
CBSE's plan to introduce OBE in a few pilot 
schools for English, Maths, and Science in clas 
ses IX and X, and English, Maths, and Biology 
in classes XI and XII. The Board, however, has 
denied such plans and is nght now planning to 
initiate a study to check its feasibility. 

T 

Internal assesSment 
Talking to Education Times about the OBE, Jo 
seph Emmanuel, director, Academics, CBSE, 
says, "Some media reports have created confu 
sion: the CBSE has decided to undertake a stu 
dy to understand the feasibility for bringing as 
sessment reforms like the OBE based on re 

Commendations in the NEP-2020 and NCF-SE 

2023. The study would be conducted in select 
CBSE Schools as it is important to first experi 
ment, and then examine the viability of the 
OBE." Before imnplementation of the OBE sy 
stem, readiness would be ensured through te 
acher and student training. The OBE is mostly 
followed in the higher education domain and 
several educationally advanced countries ha 
ve also introduced the OBE assessment. "Ho 
wever, a vast country like India with learners 
from heterogeneous backgrounds, demands a 
lot of preparation and handholding before in 
troducing the OBE assessIments," says Emma 
nuel. CBSE needs to figure out whether adop 
ting the OBE assessment will benefit students 
or not. "Hence, it is imperative to carry out the 

study on OBE," adds Emmanuel. 

Challenges in adoption 
The OBE was initiated in 2013-14 by the CBSE, 
however, due to negative feedback from stu 

dents and other stakeholders, it was disconti 
nued. The renevwed push for OBE is in accor 
dance with NEP 2020 which recommends imp 
lementation of various modes of exam. "NEP is 
a well-thought-out policy and if it has recom 
mendations regarding exarminations then we 
should work on it," says an educationist on the 
condition of an onymity. However, hepoints out 
that our value system, which is different from 
western nations, and a huge population could 
bea deterrent in the adoption of OBE. 
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Increasing acceptance of GRE scores in Law and Business courses 
besides Engineering has led to increase in test-takers in India 

Priyadarshini. Gupta 
@timesgroup.com 

ndiarecently surpassed the USin 
the number of students taking 
the Graduate Record Examina 

tions (GRE) for the first time in over 
80 years since the inception of the 
test. Data from the Educational Tes 
ting Service (ETS) revealed that du 
ring the 2022-23 testing period, In 
dia recorded the highest number of 
GRE test-takers with 1,13,304 indivi-
duals, followed by the US with 
97.676 and China with 57.769. 

Five- year validity 
"The GRE's îve-year validity and in 
creasing acceptance by universities 
worldwide, including for program 
mes specific to business and law, 
has significantly contributed to its 
popularity among Indian students," 
says Sachin Jain, country manager, 
ETS India a a and South Asia. 

Recognising the need for a more 
streamlined and user-friendly tes 
tingexperience, ETS had introduced 
a shorter version of the GRE test in 
September 2023. This modification 
aimed to reduce the duration of the 

TIMES interic 

BBA: 
120 hrs. module 

GRE SCore can provide 
students a competitive 
edge when seelking 
employment in 
diverse sectors 

MISSION/ADMISssION 

BCA 

test without compromising the qua 
lity or integrity of the assessment. 
"This change allows test-takers to 
focus, and overall have a less stress 
ful experience. In addition, test ta 
kers receivea u10o davs after 

ARE YOU JOB READY ? 

the test date which was previously 
10-15 days. Hence, with quicker re 
porting, candidates can organise 
their applications better to study 
abroad and are more likely to have 
enough time to retake the exam and 
enhance their score if needed. All 
these reasons led test-takers to cho 
Ose GRE," says Jain. 

with Univ. Syllabus 

Wide acceptance 
"The surge in Indian test-takers can 
be attributed to many factors, chief 
among them being the increased re 
cognition of GRE scores by several 
business schools in India. Traditio 

" TALLY & GST " ADV. EXCEL 
" DIGITAL MARKETING 

" REASON0NG & APT. 

Mandato 

"Based on New Education Policy 

117 Recruiters 

. FULL STACK 
" WEB DESIGNING 
" PYTHON 
" ADV. EXCEL 

Regular Degree Affiliated to CCS University 

in a Single Day 
at HBS Campus 
Noida in MEGA 
JOB FEST 2023 

Oldest B.School Providing Industry Ready Degree Since 2006 

19 
Batch, 

Issued 207 
Offer Letters 

HIERANK 

ADMISSION 

OPEN 

BUSINESS SCHOOL 
Enhancing Competence 

A-42, Sector-62, Noida (Opp. 63 Metro Stn.) www.hierank.org 

95608 22577 " 84480 49485" 96508 48777 

nally, the admission criteriafor inter 
national students relied solely on 
Graduate Management Admission 
Test (GMAT) scores. However, a no 
teworthy shift has occurred as Indi 
an institutes, including the Ms in 
Calcutta and Bangalore, Mumbai's 
SP Jain Institute of Management, 
and the National Academy of Legal 
Studies and Research, now accept 
GRE SCores," says Karunn Kandoi, 
chief experience officer at ApplyBo 
ard. There has been a significant 

C-Aditya.Wadhawan 
@timesgroup.com 

FOCUS 

he parliamentary stan 
ding committee on Per 
sonnel, Public Grievan 

ces, Law, and Justice panel he 
aded by Rajya Sabha MP, Sushil 
Kumar Modi recent!y tabled its 
report, 'Strengthening Legal 
education in view of emnerging 
challenges before the legal pro 
fession' in Rajya Sabha, which 
has suggested that the Bar Co 
uncil of India (BCI) should not 
be permitted to introduce 
changes in the legal curriculumn 

T 

The committee said in its re 
port that the BCI does not have 
the requisite expertise to make 
the desired changes in the legal 
curriculum, hence, a separate 

specialised body is needed to be 
setup for suggesting curriculum 
changes. "There is no sense in 
the BCI having regulatory po 
wers over the entire spectrum of 
legal education. Further, the BCI 
has neither the power nor the ex 
pertise to meet the challenges of 
an ever-changing globalised 
world, the committee mentio 

PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATION 

The panel has 
recommended setting 
up of NCLER asa 
speclalised body 

workforce. International collabo 
rations between universities help 
in enhancing opportunities for 
knowledge exchange and rese 
arch. All these factors attract stu 
dents to study abroad," says Jain. 

shift towards intermationalisation in 
higher education. This trend is dri 
ven by various factors such as alo 
balisation, advancements intech 
nology facilitating easier COmmu 
nication and travel. "Globalisa 
tion plays a significant role as 
there is an increasing need for 
skills that are competitive on a First intOduced in 1936, GRE is a 
global scale. This has led univer- standardised test for admission to 
sities to create more diverse and graduate and business schools in 

ned in its report. The panel has 
recommended the setting up of 
the National Council for Legal 
Education and Research 
(NCLER) as a separate speciali 
sed 1 body,' says t s the committe re 
port. Legal academicians have a 
divergent view on the sugges 

"Another driving force is the de 
sire among students for cultural en 
richment and the opportunity to vi 
ewtheirfield of study from different 
global perspectives. Seeking edu 
cation abroad allows students to 
broaden their horizons and enhan 
ce thel personal and academic 
growth," adds Jain. 

Speaking to Education Ti 
mes, Faizan Mustafa, former vi 
ce-chancellor, NALSAR Univer 
sity of Law, Hyderabad and vice 
chancellor, Chanakya National 
Law University, Patna, says, 
"There isaprovision in the Ad 
vocates Act 1961 that permits 
BCI to suggest changes in 
the legal education in the 
country to maintain the 
requisite standards. Par 
liamentary panel com 
mittee is of the view that 
BCI should only look after 
the professional parameters re 

Asthejobmarket becomes incre 
asingly competitive, having a GRE 
score can enhance a student's profi 
le and provide a competitive edge 
when seeking employment in diver 
se sectorS, says Nandini Shah, a GRE 
aspirant, With Indian students in 
Creasingly aspiring to make their 
mark on the intermational stage, the 

GRE: as as a key enabler of these 
,she adds. am 

lated to legal education and the 
curriculum changes should be 
dealt It with ot r specialised 

body. However, currently there 
is no other competent body to 
suggestchangesinthelegal cur 
riculum in the country. Even if 
such abody is to be setup, it sho 
uld consist of BCI president and 
few other members of BCI, aca 
demicians and judges because 

EducationTIMES 

>> First three correct entries will win a 'pen drive.' 

Send in your entries only through e-mail with your 
Name, Address, Email, Tel no. and Profession to 
prabhat. kumar1@tlmesgroup.com 

word followed by four cholces. Select 
Each queston 3nm and mark that as your ansWer. 
1) EPITOMIZE 

Educati*n TIMES 

the most sultable 

BRAINSTRAIN 

A) Disappoint B) Distend 

2) ESCHEW 
A) Strengthen 

3) REPRIMAND 
A) Criticize 

4) NIMBLE 

6 

B) Decide 

B) Vindicate C) Express 

B) Agile 

B) Rancour 

TIME. 

|-*i ridaas ripo (aIOne U dnnounce the list inct o 

A) Weary D) Cordial 
5) VENERATION 

A) Adoration D)Humility 
DEXTEROUS 
A) Adroit B) Avaricious C) Insightful D) Clumsy 

Answer key for the last week's qutz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. c, 

Triumphant Institute of 
Management Education Pvt Ltd. 

C) Exemplify 

C) Refrain 

Academics divided over BCI involvement in legal curriculum change 
duces lawyers and hence 

C) Skilled 

major stakeholder. BCI should 
not be totally excluded from the 
purview of suggesting Changes 
in the legal curriculum. 

"As far as adopting a uniform 
curriculum is concerned, it is ad 
visable that every university 
should be allowed to design the 
syllabus depending on the ex 
pertise available with them. The 
continuance of this provision is 
academically beneficial for all 
the stakeholders. For instance, a 
colege situated in semi-rural 
area of the country, which wil 
produce lawyers for rural areas 
may include the S on ag 
riculture law, irigation anded 
laws and laws related to rural 
economy. Whereas on the other 
side, colleges located in urban 
areas wil include topics such as 
international arbitrationlaw, so 

D) Generate 

C) Kindness 

D) Diminish 

D) Scold 

2805 TI.M.E. Sstudents into 
the IIMs alone in CAT 2022 

Excellent Coaching for 

Results validated by V'SMB.nd \sociates on 05 I0 2023 

CAT 2024 

cial media law, internationmal tra 
de law, corporate law, mergers, 
and acquisitions and many mo 
re," adds Mustafa. 

"If the NCLER is established 
in the future it will be a conten 
tious issue as BCI is a statutory 
body and it may not accept the 
new body," says Mustafa. 

Megh Raj, assistant profes 
sor at Law Faculty, DU, says, 
"Suggestion by the parliamen 
tary panel committee is pro 
gressive in nature as the legal 
education has been adversely 
affected by regular interven 
tions of BCI. The legal educa 
tion regulator has been giving 
approval to the colleges who are 
not meeting the requisite stan 
dards and moreover BCI is a po 
litical body. By giving approval 
to more law colleges, it is only 
focusing on generating more fe 
es. Rather than suggesting 
changes in the curriculum, BCI 
should only be permitted to 
ascertain as to which legal pro 
fessional is eligible for practi 
sing in the court. There is Sa dire 
needfor another specialised bo 
dy which can regulate the legal 
education in the country." 

r official GRE ge 
neral test scores 

in the country. 

the US, UK, Canada, China, and se inclusive academic environments 
to prepare students for the globalveral European countries. 

tions made by the parliamentary 
committee. 

ultimately legal education pro 

5. C, 6. b,7. a, 8. d, 9.b, 10. c 

ce it is a 
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Indian education system: 
quest for perfection The 

The Indian education system stands at a crossroads, poised betwecn 
recognition and realisation of its inherent potential 

ooking back from the transition 
point to the third millennium, 
it could indeed be interest 
ing-and revealing-as to what 
was the most encouraging 

achievement in the pivotal sector of edu 
cation! The most mentioned of the 

es to the query from seasoned 
responses academics and scholars, as well as the 

who had i contributed to policymakers 
policy formulation and implementa 
tion for three-four decades, referred to 

the change in social responses from var 
ious strata of society. 
The most serious impediment was igno 
rance of the value of education in the 
lives of the individual and the family 
One wonders whether anything more 
could be expected from a society seri 
ously emaciated for centuries, and sub 
jected to live their lives n abjeusion ct misery! 
Social structures that practised 
seriously flawed assumptions on the role 

of women and its relationship to female 
literacy, and the excruciating hold of the 

clergy in deprecating the education of 
girls were indeed serious handicaps 
before all those who were re assigned to 
implement the constitutional directive of 
providing free and compulsory educa 
tion to all children till they achieve four 
teen years of age! 
The widely prevalent practice of early 
marriage, child labour, compulsions to 

bread, : earn daily i, and the need for extra 
hands in farms and fields, were 
prominent factors that severely imped 

e also 
ed the process of enrolment in schoos. 
It may be tough for the millennials to 
visualise a situation that for decades 
together, girls' education in India suf 
fered for want of toilets for girls in 
schools. This is one area that remained 

neglected all along. 
After the Prime Minister of India spoke 
from the ramparts of the Red Fort 
about sanitation practices, and the need 
tor immediate reforms, things have 

changed, and this deserves appre-
ciation. However, considerable 
alertness and appreciation of the 
need are still necessary. Why do 
I say this? What one learns from 

perso 
sonal interactions just cannot 

always be extricated from data! 
In 2016,! 6. one visited several insti 
tutions as a member of the TSR 
Subramaniam Committee on We also have the legacy of 

Education policy. In one of the Mahatma Gandhi, who could 

colleges with an enrollment of say "My life is my message"! 

around two thousand, a mention How many of our present-day 
aders-could leaders-political leade was made of the neglect of sani 

tation, the Director had this to say that with inner conviction 

say: Oh, it is too dirty and unhy- and confidence? There are still 
the old guards and young ones 

gienic for me to inspect! I men 
tion this for two reasons; first; the who took Gandhi, Rajendra 

every policy and programme, 
but current education practices 
get ignored in schools and even 
certain well-reputed institutions. 

Moral and ethical aspects of edu 
cation, education in human 
ues, and similar expressions are 
regular parts of every education 
initiative. 

OUR EDUCATION impediment. Second; even 
INITIATIVES: the universally acknowledged 

and appreciated movement for 

AND EFFORTS.sanitation, and its great success, 
there is much more to be 

IT MUST BE achieved on this front! 
ACKNOW/I EDGED We are much better off at this 

juncture in educational achieve-
DRIFTED ments, particularly in the context 

of girls' participation in education 
MORE TOWARDS and subsequently in every sector 

THE ACOUISITION of knowledge, skills, services, 
defence and the like. What was 

OF EDUCATION the most ignored aspect of Indian 
education during the second half 

FOR MATERIAL: of the 20th century? Some acad-
AND DUyerAL emics and scholars-adherents of 

negativity included-would like 
GAINS to criticise all that has been done 

and achieved during this period. 
Those who are, ideologically 
unconstrained and capable of 
taking an objective analytical 
view express concern about cer-

tain aspects that are essential 
ingredients total the personality 
development of any individual. 

models. 
A committed work culture, a 
sound value system, and a pursuit 
of higher and larger goals in life 

could only be inculcated in edu 
cational institutions and that 
remains a big challenge before the 
Indian education system. Our 
advantage is that we are familiar 
with how it could be achieved. 
Indian education has achieved 
sufficient recognition and suc 
cess; within and outside the coun-
try. India and its ancient educa-
tion systems aimed at compre 
hensive personality development, 
the comprehension of Ekam Sat 
Viprah Baudha Vadanti, 'Sarv 
bhut Hite Ratah, 'Sarve Bhavantu 
Sukhina, and much more on 

similar lines. We were privileged that MK Gandhi gave us a prac 
tical model of education that 
focused on enhancing the eco-
nomic aspect but did not neglect 
this totality, and wanted the best 
to be drawn out of out of head, 

JS RAJPUT 

hand and heart. Sri Aurobindo; 

and the mother; dwelled in high 
er echelons of human advance 
ment, apart from what is usual 

ly aimed at imparting educa 
tion 

education initiatives and 
efforts, it must be acknowledged; 
drifted more towards the acqui 

for material sition of education 
and physical gains. Education, 
said the Mother; is not to prepare 
learners to succeed in life and 
society but increase his per 
fectibility'! Addressing the stu 
dents of the Ashram Schools she 
said: "Do not aim for success. Our 
aim is perfection. 
Remember you are on the hold of 
a new world, participating in its 
worth and instrumental in its cre 
ation. There is nothing more 
important than the transforma 
tion. There is no interest more 
worthwhile" The Mother goes on 
to delineate it further for our 
comprehension: "To learn for 
the sake of knowledge, to studv 
to know the secrets of Nature and 
life, to educate oneself to grow in 
consciousness, to discipline one 
self to become masterof oneselE 
to overcome one's weaknesses, 
incapacities, and ignorance. to 
prepare oneself to advance in life 
towards a goal that is nobler and 
vaster, more generous and 
truer. 
Could anything more need be 
said on how our schools and 
institutions could move ahead in 

pursuit of excellence once they 
absorb the golden words and the 
strength of the philosophy behind them? 
(The author works in education, 

social cohesion and religious 
amity, views are personal) 

f educatio enificant Modi, ano 

I little Prasad, Rajagopalachari, Karpuri 
systems Thakur, LK Ädvani, Narendra attention to such a 

the like as their role 

This is usually articulated in 
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CATCHING 
'EM

 
YOUNG India 

Inc's 

Using 
CSR 

Back 
to 

Basics: 

How to
 

Solve 
Education 

rn
 

n Flattening 
the L

earning 
C

urve 

skills-specific 
initiatives 

Cos 

drive 

education 
and 

at schools 
as 

they 

look for 
long-term

 
im

pact 

-level 

childhood, 
girl child 

education 

Early 

WHAT 
ARE 

ree Ratna 

Tech/STEM
 

education 

Bridging 

digital 

divide 
by 

Sreeradha 
D. BasU 
&

 

Brinda 

Training 
teachers 

Fixing 
learning 

gaps 

B
engaluru: 

Corporate 

India 
is 

step ping 
up 

education 
and 
skilling-speci 

men 

m
arginalised 

and! 

Empowering 
underserved, 

Communities 
P&G's 
flagship 

com
m

unity 
initiati 

integrating 

teachers' 

training 

thro 

ve Shiksha, 

w
hich 

has 

im
pacted 

over 3.5 

m
illion 

children 
so 

far, 

aim
s 

to 
re 

"W
e 

are 

strengthening 

im
pact 

by forging 

new
er 

and 

deeper 

partners 

hancing 

educational 

infra 

and 

em
po 

ughgovernm
ent 

training 
institutes. m

edy 

learning 

gaps 
in 

children 
by 
en 

w
ering 

m
arginalised 

and 

underser 

ved 

com
m

unities 

through 

education. 

Com
panies 

including 

Larsen 
&

 

Tou bro, 

P&
G

 

India, 

Dell 

Technologies, 

M
phasis, 

Infosys 

and 

HUL 

are, 

thro ugh 

their 

corporate 

social 

responsibi 

lity 

(CSR) 

initiatives, 

rollingoutsm
art 

C
lassroom

s 

and 

learning 

centres 
for the 

underprivileged; 

fixing 

learning 

gaps 
to 

enable 

im
proved 

outcom
es;en 

hancing 
educational 

inda 

math 

L&
T's 

STEM
 

Education 

program
m

e 

know
ledge 

and 

skills 
in 

science, 

tech-(STEM
). 

The 

program
m

e 
has 

reached 

38,545 

students 

from
 

6th-8th 

grades 

and 

Engineering 

Futures', 

running 
in 
go vernm

ent 

and 

resource-poor 

trust 

run 

schools, 

equips 

students 

w
ith 

across 
205 

schools 
and 

713teachers 
we re trained 

in 

techno-pedagogy 

nology 
engineering, M

abel 

A
braham

, 

H
ead 

- CSR, 

L&
T, 

und 

L&
T 

cam
puses 

pan-India 

and 
by 

Repllcating 

Successful 

M
odels 

» 3 

says 

they 

plan 
to

 

scale 
up by introdu-

cing 

the 

program
m

e 
to 

schools 

aro 

"DECREASE 
IN 

CORRUPTION 
DUE 
TO 

TECHNOLOGY 

ADOPTION' 

T
ransparency 

Biggest 
Asc 

COS 

FOcUSING 
ON 

infrastruC
ture 

Educational providing 
tech 

to
 

schools 

Sarkar 

fic 

endeavours 
at the 

schoollevel, 
par ticularly 

on 
the 

digital 

literacy 

front. 

hips" 

said 

E
nakshee 

D
eva, 

Head 
-CSR, 

P&
G

 
India. 

infrastructure; 
trainingteachers 
in 
techno-pedagogy; 

and 

driving 

digital 

inclusion. 
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ked to 

Replicating Successful Models 
>From Page 1 

tional capital to stabilise opera- thousands of employeesS. 

We are also leveraging innovative 
technology and solidifying the core 
programmes. We continue to collabo 
rate with NGOs, government autho 
rities, and communities to impact 
more and more children� building 
programmes with a long-term vi 

" said P&G India's Deva. sion," 
Mphasis CHRO Ayaskant Sarangi 

said they are scaling up education 
and skilling initiatives by identify 
ing successful models and suppor 
ting their implenmentation in diffe 
rent states/aspirational districts. 
By collaborating with organisa-
tions with proven expertise in peda-

GETTY IMAGES 

gogy, Mphasis wants to replicate 
successful models, expand part-
nerships, and reach a larger num 
ber of school students. 
Edtech company Educational Ini-

tiatives (Ei) says it is seeing rising 
interest from corporates who have 
been engagedin education and now 
are keen to evaluate impactful and 

effective projects and improve lear 
ning outcomes. 
Ei's personalised learning plat 

form, Mindspark, is being offered to 
Over 450,000 children in 500 govern 
ment schools and 7,500 after-school 
centres across 17 states in English 
and nine other Indian languages. 
Mindspark is being implemented 
with the support of 20+ partners in 
cluding6+ CSR/ Corporate Founda 
tions- -among thei P&G, Amazon, 
Cognizant, and Kotak Education 
Foundation, said Pranav Kothari, 

FOR FULL REPORT GOTO 
www.ecConomictimes.com 

CEO, Ei. 
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Revised 
NCERT 
textbooks 

for 

Classes 
3 and 
6 likely 

to
 

be 

intrO
duced 

this 

year one 

textbook 
of 

Social 

Science. 

Currently, 

Class 
6 students 

study 

from
 

three 
publications: 
Our 
Pasts; 

Our 

Earth: 

O
ur 

H
abitat; 

S
o cial 

and 

Political 

Life. 

H
o wever 

there 
is 
no 

clarity 
on this 

yet 
as 

those 

drafts 

have not 

been 

received 
for 
vet ting," 

the 

MOE 

source 

said. 

M
aitri 

Porecha 

NEW
 

DELHI 

aid O
n

e IV
e
 a 

n
g

 ne 

T
he 

n
ew

 
N

ational 

C
ouncil 
of Educational 
R

esearch 

and 

Training 
(N

CERT) 
text 

books 

for 

th
e 

school 
aca dem

ic 

year 

2024-25 

will most 
likely 

only 
be 
intro 

duced 
for 
C

lasses 

3 and 
6, 

as 

per 

SO
urces 

in 

the 

M
inis 

try 
of Education 

(M
oE). 

Textbooks 
for 

Class 
1 

nd 

Publishing 
in 
M

arch 

After 
the 

drafts 
are 

subm
it 

ted 
to 

NCERT, 

editors 
are assigned 

to 

proofread 
text books 

subject-w
ise. 

"Each 

editor 
is being 

instructed 

to 

finish 

proofreading 
the entire 

book 

of 20
0

 
pages 

Or 

m
ore 

in
 

tW
O

 
to

 

three 

days, 
as 

textbookS 

need 
to be 

sent 
for 

publishing 

and 

nd 

The 

MoE 

had 
said 

textbooks 
for all 

grades 

would 
be 

introduced 

in the 

upcoming 

academic 
year. 

gn ity gal 
w

S
 SOurces 

say 

that 

textbook 

drafts 
for 

Class 
3 have 

been received. 

These 

drafts, 
in cluding 

those 
for 

English, 

Hindi, 

Urdu, 

M
aths, 

and T
he 

W
orld 

A
round 

Us', earlier 

know
n 

as 

E
nviron 

m
ental 

Studies 

(EV
S), 

are being 
proof-read, 
edited 

and 

vetted 
by 
the 

NCERT 

before 

they 

are 

published 

and 

circulated 
to

 

schools 

across 
th

e 
country. 

u
r
 u

r fe al 

"Only 

Class 
3 and6 

will likely 

receive 

new
 

text books 
in 

2024-25. 
We 

have 

not 
yet 

received 

textbook 

drafts 
for 

Class 
9 or 

11" 
the MOE 

source 

said. 

"A
lso 

it is 

books 
for 

senior 

classes 
are 

ds n, 0, 

For 

Class 
6, textbook 

drafts 
for 

M
aths, 

Science, 

and 

the 

languages 

(En glish, 

Hindi, 

Urdu, 

and Sanskrit) 
are 

also 
in 

the process 
of 

being 

finalised. 

is also 

likely 
for 

History, 
Geography, 
and 
Political 

Science 
to 
be 

merged 

into 

d 
ey 

W
hile 

notifying 
curricu 

lar 

area 

groups 

responsible 

for 

drafting 

textbooks 
last year, 

the 

NCERT 
had 

indi cated 
that 
the 

tim
eline 

for submitting 
the 

final 

draft 
of textbooks 

for 
all 

classes 

W
 d 

was 

February 
10. 

The 

MoE 
and2 

based 
on 

th
e 

N
ational 

Cur riculum
 

Fram
ew

ork 
(NCF) 

and 
N

ational 
Education 

Policy 

2020 

have 

already 

been 

released 

and 

are available 
in 

bookstores 
and on 

the 

NCERT 

website 
as 

PDFs 

for 

free. 

The 

M
oE had, 

on 

November 

10, 2023, 

said 

that 

textbooks 

for 
all 

grades, 

fromn 

Classes 

I to 
12 

would 
be introduced 

the 
upcoming 
academic 

year, 
in 

line 

with 

the 

new NCF 

launched 
last 

year. 

distribution 

in March," 
the SOurce 

added. 
im

portant 

that 

new
 

text 

not 

released 
in 

haste, 

and 

to
 

research 

and 

m
odify 

that 

adequate 

tim
e 

is 

taken material." 
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Y 

cer a 

dent 
I died 

ted in 
orth 

ce on 

ded a 
ent in 

the 
in the 
eased 
ed his 
ation 
usive 

( was 

mera 

crime 

with 
ge. He 
of the 
ached 
em to 

e. The 
ter he 
e was 

venile 
m to a 
"said 
police 

mur 
|4pm 
nours 

oolice 
avesh 
e the 
itted. 

Dur 
light 
ed at 
purl. 
ly in 

egis 
ipur 

me 
was 

mul 

y: 

ehhn feng 

Yogr 

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar and DU vice-chancellor Yogesh Singh at the convocation on Saturday. 

HT Correspondent 
letters @hindustantimes.com 

100th DU convocation: 
Over 100Ok get degrees 

Vic 

NEW DELHI: Delhi University 
(DU) held its 100th convocation 
on Saturday where 138,020 
undergraduate and postgradu 
ate students who completed 
their course in 2023, and 659 
PhD students, received their 
degrees. Vice President of India 
Jagdeep Dhankhar, who was 
the chief guest, also presented a 
gold medal to nine students. 

DU officials said that this 
year's degrees have 17 security 
features that make them hard 
to forge. "The degrees will have 
the name of the student's 
mother along with a colour 
photo of the student. The 
degrees also have currency 
notes on them, making them 
difficult to copy," said Yogesh 
Singh, vice chancellor of the 
university. The degrees were 

digital, not physical, and were 
transferred online to students, 
the same as last year. 

The University of Delhi was 
established in 1922 with four 
colleges affiliated to it- Hindu 
College. St Stephen's College. 

ARVIND YADAV/HT PHOTO 

Zakir Husain Delhi College, and 
Ramjas College. Now in its 10lst 
year, the university has 9l affil 
iated colleges. The convocation 
dresses this year also featured 
multiple colours. UG students 
wore yellow stoles, PG students 
wore turquoise stoles, and PhD 
students wore red stoles. All 
stoles had a golden border 
along with the university logo 
and the shatabdi or the 100th 
year logo on both sides. "Offi 
cers wore purple stoles and 
principals and heads of depart 
ments wore maroon stoles," 
Singh added. 

In his address to the stu 
dents, Vice President Dhankhar 
said that learning is a lifelong 
process that does not end with 
a degree. "You are the archi 

tects not only of your own des 
tiny but also of our shared 
future. The India that awaits 
you offers equal opportunities 
to all, giving you a platform to 
move forward based on your 
talent and hard work. In the 
contemporary canvas of soci 
ety, opportunities are now 
determined by merit and not by 
patronage," he sald. 

t 
th 
S 
r 

C 
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HARDAYAL 
M

UNICIPAL 
LIBRARIEs 

H
A

R
D

LO
O

K
 

com
m

unity 
centre, 

West 

pied 

mostly 
by 

students. 

"The 

library 

opera 

tor 
visits 
to 

unlock 
the 

faclity 
at 8 am 
and 
then to 

lock 
it around 
8 pm

.. 

during 
this 

tim
e, 

we study 

here." 
said 

students 
at the 

library 

who 

were 

desks 

and 

chairs 
and 

longer 

tables, 
occu 

Delhi's 
forgotten 
libraries 

NEW
 

DELHI, 

FEBRUARY 
24 

rworkers inted 
to 
the 

htoo 
wascosed 
afterwn 

went 
on 
a strike. 
but 
it was 

unlocked 

after students 

wrote 
to 
the 

head 

office 

pleading 

Iackof 
armenities 
at the 

library. 

The 

wash 

with 

them 
to 

reopen 
the 

facility. 

Scattered 

across 
the 

city�in 

varying 

ONE 
A

 

homeless 

shelter, 

another 
a makesh1ft 

wedd1ng 

venue, 

many 

more 

locked 
up 
and 

W
a
s
 But 

many 

students 

em
phasised 

that 
it provides in 

groups 

while 

preparing 
for 

com
petitive 

exams 

because 
if we have 
any 

doubts, 
then we can 

Funded 
by the 

M
uniipal 

Corporation 
of Delhi 

(M
CD), 

these 

once 

vibrant 

hubs 
of 

C
o

rU
g

isn
in

g
 

in 

neglect 
for heart 

of the 
crisis 
is a lack 
of funds 
-for 
the libraries 

as well 
as their 

staff, 

who 

have 
not been 

paid 
for 

years. 
As a result, 
six branches 

cOding 
tod 

in 
the 

heart 
of Chandnn 

Chowk 

Estahlichod 

of the 

centres 
were 

loCked. 

Residents 
t00 Nere 

unaW
are 

in 

1862 
as a Bntish 

reading 

room, 
it was 

B
ehind 

the 
crisis 

am
an 

H
usain 

For 
the 
last 
35 

months, 

employees 
� from 0neators--oftbeanousbranches 

haeheen 

sitting 
on 

dharna 
as their 

salaries 

havenotbeen 

paid 
since 

2021. 
On 

February 
14, 
on 
the 

direc tions 
of Chief 

Minister 

Arvind 

Kejnwal, 
the five 

months 
of 2021:8alaec 

o
A

lo
 

ing 
30 

months 

rem
ain 

brary 
had 
no 

electncity 
for 

nearly 
four months, 

foring 

students 
to 

study 
in 
the 
dark How 

did 
movement 
in 

Delhi 
can 
be 

traced 
back 
to the establishment 

of the 

Delhi 

Public 

Library 
in 1951 

which 
was 

initiated 
as a UNESCO 
proj o

a
s
 

passea, 
more his 

book. 
It was 

during 

this 

tim
e 

that 
the many 

Hardayal 

apolitical 
tus sle 

between 

AAP 
and 
BJP 
over 
the 

elections 
to the 

library's 

managing 

body. 
Arthe 
corenftheiceuowne 

Rajender 

Singh 

Yadav, 

librarian 
at the 

main and 
when 
the 

Last 

April, 

MCD 

Mayor 

Shelly 

Oberoi 
had fication 

c
o

m
m

itte
e
e
.A

 
Ven distribution. 

The 

civic 

body 

had 

stated 
the committee 

would 

subm
it 

a report 
in 
15 

days: 

which 
did 
not 

materialise. 

om
 

ihor 
Teasing 

the 
last 

branch 
was 

established 
in West 

Patel 

Nagar 
as recently 
as 2022." A

 

9
g

T
 

20 INDIA 

thiy 
house 

meeting 
on 

August 
21 

2
0

2
y

r 

approved 
to establish 
a new 

managing 
body for 

the 

library, 
as the 

tem
 

of the 

current 
one selected 

during 
the 

BJP's 

MCD 

tenure 
had 

(Clockwise 
from

 
above) 

Library 
branches 
at 

W
hen 

The 

Indian 

Express 

visited 
15 branches 

of Hardayal 

library, 
it found 
that 
13 

Azad 
M

arket; 
Shankar 

of them
 

were 

either 

poorly 

maintained 
or 

locked. 

Only 

tw
o 

were 

functional. 

Gali, 

which 

now 

houses 

RDYAL 

MUNIC 
L

 

PUILIC 

LIBRAS 

Gol 

first 

floor; 
the 

library 
at M

ayur 
Vihar, 
where 

students 
were 
studying 

for 
exams; 

and 
the D

a
h

e
e
n

 
non 

D
a
ry

a
g

A
E

 

his 
hranch 
has 

been 

non-functional 
for 
the 
last 

three 

years, 
de 

spite 

being 

marked 
as functioning 
in 

docu 

When 

contacted 
for 

comment, 

Preeti 

said, 
"W

e 
are 
still 

solving 

issues 
at the 

main heritage 

library 
in 

Gandhi 

M
aidan... 

I will start 

visiting 

other 

branches 
to 

check 

what can 
be 

Rs 
2.2 
crore pay 

pending 

electricity 
bills 
and 
the 

5-month 

salaries 

ofem
ployees. 

Agrant 
of Rs 8.5 

crore 

is still 
due. 

who 

make 

upmostof 
the 

clientele, 
the 

library 

0sa 

blessing 
in disguise."W

e 
are 

prepaing 
for compettbve 

said 
a staff 

memberat 
the 

Mavors 

bouse 
on condition 

of anonymity. 

M
eanwhile, 

it is 

markedas 
termporanily 

Ocasionally 
but 
it is not 

being 

usedasa 
library 

anymore 
but 
a Baarat 

Ghar 

instead. 
the 
last wedding 

took 

place 
a week 
ago," 
claim

ed 

here. 
It's 

been 

dosed 

foryears 
now. 
the 

library 

operator 

som
etim

es 
visits 
to 

chek 
on it" 

The 

exterior, 

meanwhile, 

painted 
in the colours 

of the 

Indian 
Flag 
during 

the 
G20 Summit, 

belies 
the 

condition 

inside-

bereft 

ken 
furniture 
pieces. Shankar 

Gali, 
Old 

Delhi's 

Kalyanpura ing 
to 
the 

minutes 
of a 

are 
now 

planning 
to 

close 
al branches 
that are 

and 
the 

building 

sports 
a picture 
of 

Hardayal. 

The 

library 

board 
has 
not 
been 

removed it lacks 

drinking 

water 
and 

newspapers 
or magazines, 

it is open 
every 

day" 

side 
said 
the 

operator 

visits 
for 
tw

o 

hours daily 
but 

otherwise, 
it's 

mostly 

closed. 

MCD 

Prinmary 

School, 

M
ehrauli 

D
argah 

and 

English 

used 
to 
be available 
at the 

library 

"M
ore 

than 
nine 

newspapers 
in 

Hindi, 

Urdu 
SKing 
Tor 
e lable 

no 

a safai 

karam
chari 

operates 
it now. 
He 
said, 

West 

Goralkh 

Park, 

inside 
an MCD 

but 
nothing 
is 

Matviya 
Nagar seta 

degree 
in library 

sciences 
as an eligibil 

more 

salaries. 
The 

students 

thencommlainod 

b
o

y
 

cnerta. 
lo 

improve 
the 

main 

library 

Explaining 

how 
the 

facility 

operates 

Lilly 

Kutti 

Somwal 
said, 
"lt was 

briefly 

closed 

solely 
due 
to 
the 

students, 

library 

operator 

crookedly, 
its 

once-bold 
text 

faded. 

The 

At this 

branch, 
a rusty 

board 

hung 

blanketed 
by 
a thick 

layer 
of dust. 
"W

e 
have 

eight 

chairs 

and 
an 

em
ntbnt 

l 

Azad 

M
arket, 

Library 

Road 

Will 
be 

installed 
to 

"The 
CM 
is personaly 

invested 
in 
im

 proving 
the 

condition 
of the 

libraries 
be cause 

they 
are 

heritage 

buildings... 
at the moment, 

many 

libraries 
are 
not 

functional 

meet 
the 

electniity 
pade 

"The 

libray 

inside 
the 

com
m

unity 
centre ntof head 

office 

after 

which 
we had 

handed 
over the 

keys 
to 
the 

students 

them
selves.. 

the 
li brary 

continued 

panes 
and 

paan 

stains 
on 
its 

wals. 

Empty 
al-

thefts 
of valuables 

housed 
in 
the 

library." 
said 

Devoid 
of any 

books, 

shelves 
and 

furmi 

Atul, 
a staff 

member 
at the 

centre. 

the 

absence 
of a night 

security 

guard 
at the 

ture, 
the 

library 
had 

many 

missing 

window 

com
m

unity 

centre, 

we've 
seen 

break-ins 
and 

Bhalswa 
landfill 

Com
m

unity 
centre 
near 

Aoors 
the 
first 
floor 
is now 

being 

used 
as a 

DUSIB 

women's 

shelter. 
"Tf's 

been 

According 
to 
area 

residents, 
the 

library mained 
shut 
for 

several 

years. 

once 

operated 

within 
the 

centre 
but 
has 
re 

o
w

n
a
rh

o
b

th
t 

ic fam
ous 

for 

hangs 
on a weathered 

building. 

which 
has 

wholesale 

canvas 

and 

tarpaulin 

products. 

Arusty 

board 

bearing 
the 

library's 

name been 

non-functional 
for 
the 
past 
five 

years. 

Looking 
past 
the 

neglect, 

one 
can 

faintly 
see the 

intricate 

teal-coloured 

wooden 

detailing 

Shalim
ar 

Bagh alidsteautey 
are 

being 
used 
by 

employ 

ectifed 
sonn 

"A
A

D
hSues 

will 
be dSpieue 

absence 
of arry 
staff. 
Here 
too. 
there 

Adouble-storey 
library, 

Brahmpuri 

ises. 
"But 
it hasbeen 
csad 
for 
i0 Pel 

M
ayor's 

House, 

Lancer 

Road, 

Tim
arpur 

Shyam 

Dhingra, 
a business 

owner 
in 
the 

- With 

many 

pieces 
now 

missing. 

The 

library 
was 

found 

locked, 
with 

resi-dents 

claiming 
the 

premises 
Was 

being 

seu Community 

centre, 

Mayur 

Vihar 

Phll 

since 
the 

building 
was 

emptied 
of its books 

decades, 
even 
my 

father 
grew 
up 

studying New 
Delhi 

Gorakh 

Park. 

Gojend 

Tdav 

The 

library 

inside 
a 

rooms 
are 

dirty 
and 

smelly. 

There 
has 
been no 

drinking 

water 

artera 

water 
oo 

stages 
of neglect-
are 
32 

branches 
of the 

Hardayal 

M
unicipal 

Public 

Library. 

SAM
AN 

HUSAIN 

visits 
15 
of them

 
to 

find 
out 

what's 
in 

store 
for 

these 

once-vibrant 

hubs 

fallen 

nS 
IS the 
fate 

that 
has 
be 

Hardayal 

Municipal 

Public 

LibranN 

in 
Delbi At wo libranes 

that 
are 

open 
and 

seem
ingly 

functional, 
it is 

their 

patrons 
� students 

huhcom
petton 

exams 

-who 
vir 

them
 

a good 

place 
to 

study 
peace fully. 

Some 
nad 

e
v

e
h

e
tte

r
to

 
sit 

discuss 
them 

with 
others 
and 

teach each 

otner. 

ide 

MCD 

com
m

unity 

centres 

at Mayur 

Vihar 

Pocket 
F, Rohini 

Sector 
13, 

Ramesh 

Nagar, 

Jahangirpuri 
and Majnu 

Ka 
Tila 

were 

inaccessible 
as 
the 

doors 

e leoners, 
ac 

brary's 

head 

office 
in Chandni 

Chowk, 
are marked 

tem
porarily 

closed, 
The 

Indian 

Express 
has 
leam

t. 

later renarm
ed 

after 

freedom 

fighter 
and 

member 

of the 
Gadar 

Party, 
Lala 
Har 

Dayal 

Mathur. 

pending, 
Addressing 

the 

staff, 

Kejriwal 
had 
said, 
"A 

provision 
has been 

made 

foryour 

salaries 
for 
the 

remaining 

these 
libraries 

first 
come 

about? 

ke 
154 

WeOMMChandra's 
'Swarn 
ltihas 

branches libraries 
were 
opened. d

e
s
w

e
r
e
 

opened 
as 

sorry 
state 

new 

members 
of the 

nmanagement 

commit 

come 
to 

an 
end. 
On 

October 
31 

last 
year, offiao 

chaiperson 
- appointed 
six 

ofthe 
11 

tee. 

Preeti 

(w
ho 

goes 
by 
one 

name), 
an 

AAP counallor 

from 

Dilshad 

Colony, 
was 

named 

functional 
for 
3 yrs. Gajendra 

Yadav 

ments. 

"Locals 

used 
to 
once 
visit 
the 

library PaidhnSmoSty 
closed 
now," 
said 

to 
read 

newspapers 
and 

magazines 
but 
due 
to 

done 
to improve 

them
 

and 
ensure Recentiy 

the 

MCD 

eleasedRs 

grant 
for 
the 

library 
- most 
of it was 

used 
to 

exams 
and 
the 

library 
provides 
a 

The 
facility 

c
o

u
e
S

s
 

el Slape 
m

anis 

occupied 
by 
over 
80 students 

engrossed 
in theirbooks. 

For 

students 
like 

Vanshika 

Sharma, 

closed'in 
docum

ents. 

we 
have 
not 
got 
an 

update 
on 
the 

proposal," 

and 
sent 
to an office 
in 

Rohini. 
The 

guards 
visit 

Rohit, 

who 
runs 
a pav 
bhaji 
stall 

outside. 

y. tie 

dDies 
and 

chairs 
were 

dusty, 
and Wasajumbied 

mess 
of bro 

of books, 
the 

walls 
bore 

signs 
of neglect 
and 

non-functional. 
It is also 

going 
to 
hire 

recent 
managing 
commi 

In the 

absence 
of a librarian, 

Nitin 

Kumar, 

newspapere 
b 

come 

com
m

unity 
centre em

ployees, 

forwhich 

there 
is a plan 
to 

1.200 

books 
but 
they 
are 

currently 

locked able 
to 

order 

magazines 
and 

newspapers," 

elsewhere. 
Due 
to 
lack 
of funds, 
we 
are 
un 

Said 

Asha, 
the 

library 

operator. 

has 
been 

non-unctonal 
lor 
the 
last 
ive 

years" the 

centre 
in Malviya 

Nagar 
Old 

Market. 

functioning 
because 
the 
stu dents 

would 

open 

and 

close 
it on 

their 

ow
n" 

closed 
for the 

last 
20 years," 
said 

Mobin, 
a resident. 

it was 
functioning 

there 
was 

talkto 
shift 
the 

libraryelsewhere 
but 

4 said, 
"As 
an 
avid 

reader, 
I was 
a regular 

tothe 

ibrary. 

Ihis 

brancn 

dates 

DacK 

citort 
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BOOKS 
The New Delhi World Book Fair is a celebration of 
the written word that 
transcends 
boundaries and 
bridges cultures. 
Here -as in others 
cOunties of the world -
the significance of 
books reverberates with 
resounding clarity 

EXPLORINC 
PIGES OF POSSIBILITY 

the 

By 
Rajdeep Pathak 

A 
s the vibrant panorama of 

the New Delhi World Book 
Fair unfolded its final 

2024. it bid a fond farewell 
to nine days filled with the 
symphony of literary marvels 

and cultural splendour. Nestled within the 
expansive embrace of Bharat Mandapam at 
Pragati Maidan, this majestic event, 
inaugurated on February 10th, played host to 
a multitude of nearly 15 lakh book lovers, 
who traversed its labyrinthine corridors in 
search of enlightenment and inspiration, 
Here, as ling from 40 illustrious 
nations such as India, the United Kingdom. 
Argentina, Spain, and beyond, over 2,000 
enchanting stalls stood as beacons of literary 
excellence. 
Organised by the National Book Trust (NBT) 
under the nurturing wing of the Ministry of 
Education, this year's fair unfurled its vibrant 
banner under the resplendent theme of 
"Bahubhashi Bharat - Ek Jeevant F apara 

(Multilingual Inaadi Arabia taking Tradition) 
With the Kingdom o 
Part as tne guest country, the air was suffused 

a roma of cultural exchange, 
Jiterary discourse, and harmonious dialogues, 
weaving a rich flavour of mutual appreciation 
and understanding between the two nations. 
While traversing through the stalls with long 
overhanging signages guiding paths for 
visitors, one could also wonder at the very 
craftsmanship of the engineers who put up 
the display in a manner that attracted 

authors, cudents, school children, Wh their 
guest speakers, mesthanks to the families alike fro ns of companies who event managemmic extravaganza, the designed thbinding effect was 

Howeility eative manner of enticing the 
readers/visitors and capturing (read holding 

on) to their interest. There were many 

window shoppers who just passed by. While 
some stalls engaged children in solving 
different crossword puzzeGandhi 
games, there were oiti) where spinning 
Smriti and Darshan Samiu 
on the traditional charkha became a centre of 

g and the old who 
attraction for thends on spinning. What 
wanted to try nehis diøital age where 
came as a supch forums have become her 
Kinale a that the Autobiography of 
the lates ai "My Experiments with 
Mahatn was still a popular choice amongst the 

reative 

The Children's Pavilion became a delightful 

sanctuary for young book enthusiasts, 

offering a diverse array of activities including 
storvtelling, illustration worksh ops, 

calligraphy sessions, art demonstrations, 

ORGANISED BY THE 
NATIONAL BOOK TRUST 

(NBT) UNDER THE 
NURTUR0NG WING OF THE 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, 

THIS YEAR'S FAIR 
UNFURLED ITS VIBRANT 

BANNER UNDER THE 
RESPLENDENT THEME OF 

'BAHUBHASHI BHARAT 
EK JEEVANT PARAMPARA" 
(MULTILINGUAL INDIA -A 
LIVING TRADITION). WITH 

THE KINGDOM OF DF SAUDI 
ARABIA TAKING PART AS 

THE GUEST COUNTRY 
THE AIR VWAS SUFFUSED 
WITH THE HEADY AROMA 

OF CULTURAL EXCHANGE, 
LITERARY DISCOURSE 

AND HARMONIOUS 
DIALOGUES, WEAVING A 

RICH FLAVOUR OF 
MUTUAL APPRECIATION 

AND UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE TWO 

NATIONS 

drama classes, and explorations into the 
wonders of space. Notably, the fair has 
demonstrated its dedication to inclusivity 
and accessibility in literature through 

speciallzed events taorcu with its overarching 
Books-for-All' initiative. 
Further, amidst this vibrant mosaic of India's 
cultural panorama, as showcased at the 
World Book Fair, the symphony of myriad 
languages, dialects, and traditions 
harmoniously intertwined into a seamless 
expression of unity. Here, as one flapped 
through the pages of literature and glanced at 
the strokes of artistry, the feeling resonated 
with a profound testament to the nation's 

h heritage. The unveiling of "Jaadui Dit.. 
chanting e -learning os, emerged as I in 

consonance with the vision of National 
Education Pollcy (NEP) 2020. Overflowing 
with the Ireasures of puzzles, riddles, and 
tales, this marvellously inclusive repository. 
deftly translated into 22 languages through 
the marvels of (artificial intelligence) A. 
stood poised to revolutionize the landscape 
of childhood education. Alongside, 
constellation of specialized modules, 

with NEP 
2020, adorned this educational tableau. 
olfering a cornucopiu of resources and 
insights tailored to the modern learner. 
Embracing the noble vision of fostering a 
nation of avid readers, an ethereal e-library 
welcomed all with its boundless offerings 
inviting one and all to immerse themselves in 
the splendour of knowledge. 

toi with 

NOVE 

50/ 

In this timeless mosaic of human civilization, 
books stand as luminous threads weaving 
together the very fabric of knowledge, 
imagination, and cutura neash 

books I've read, and the 
plays that I've read 

-Jacob Elordi 

e radiant 
ghtenment. 

books beckon us into realms of limitless 
discovery and profound insight. Amidst this 
vast literary landscape, book fairs emerge as 
vibrant marketplaces of intellect, where 
bibliophiles and seekers of wisdom converge in 
a harmonious symphony of literary delight. 
The English author Neil Gaiman once 
remarked, "Literacy is more important than 
ever it was, in this world of text and email, a 
world of written information. We need to 

read and write, we need global citizens who 
can read comfortably, comprehend (hey 

, and make 
themselves understood." His words 
underscore the contemporary relevance of 
literacy in an age dominated by digital 
communication. 

Maya Angelou, the celebrated poet and civil 
rights activist, aptly encapsulated the 
transfornnative power of literacy when she 
asserted, "Any book that helps a child to 
form a habit of reading, to make reading one 
of his deep and corofound impact 
that exposure to Iiterature can have on 
shaping young minds and nurturing 
lifelong love for reading. Book fairs, with 
their wide array of offerings spanning genres 
and age groups, play a crucial role in 
instilling this habit of reading and nurturing 
a generation of literate and intellectually 
curious individuals. 

Book fairs also serve as vital platforms for 
promoting diversity and inclusion within the 

literary world. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. 
the importance of diverse representation in 
literature when she said that "Stories matter. 
Many stories matter. Stories have been used 
to dispossess and to malign, but stories can 
also be used to empower and to humanize. 
Stories can break the dignity of a people. but 
stories can also repair that broken dignity 
Therefore, by showcasing literature from 
diverse cultures, perspectives, and 
book fairs contribute to a mo 
literary lausA interconnectedness 

readers. 
Book fairs, by bringing together a diverse 
array of literature, empower individuals to 
engage with various forms of written 
expression, thereby fostering critical thinking 
and communication skills essential for 
navigating the complexities of the modern 

world 
The New Delhi World Book Fair is 

celebration of the writea beidges cultures. 
n word that 

transcends bnties of the world - the 
significance of books reverberates with 
resounding clarity, underscoring the 
enduring relevance of organizing such 
transtormative events with new creative 
engagements. It is time when we move 

beyond just literacy. 
rutive (The writer is programme ean 

Gandhi Smriti and DarshaH 

views are re Dersonal) 

r. what really attracted once again is 
and the imaginative and 
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No 
HC 

order 
for rem

oval 
of DU's protesting 

teacher 

of a olice ool legedly 
lowing 

Police ight e 

free 

ingress 

and 

egress 
of ti 

students 

and 

officials. 

The 
d protesters 

continued 
to 
rai se 

slogans 

and 

allegations 
h against 

the 

university's 
of 

ficers 
and 
were 

wever, 

TIM
ES 

NEW
S 

NETW
ORK 

TNN 

a 
a 

t 

D
H

 

New 

D
elhi: 

D
elhi 

H
igh 

Co urt 

has 

refused 
to

 

pass 
di rections 

to 

rem
ove 

D
alit professor 

Ritu 

Singh 

(28) and 

her 

supporters 

from
 

outside 
Delhi 
U

niversity's 

A
rts 

faculty, 

where 

they 
ha ve 

been 

protesting 

alleged 

casteism
 

in 

the 

university. 

d 

The 
university 
subm

it 

ted 

before 

the 

court 

that Delhi 

Police 

had 

failed 
to rem

ove 

the 

protesters 
de-
h 

spite 

section 
144 
of the CrPC 

being 
in 

force 
in 
the area 

and 

protesters 
had 
de 

faced 

the 

walls 
of N

orth 
li 

Campus 
by 

pasting 

posters 
t 

and 
banners. 

Advocate 

ta
r 

h
e
 

te 
to 

W
. 

d 
S 

b 
t 

A
 

single-judge 

bench 
of 

Justice 
Subram

onium
 

Pra sad 

disposed 
of Delhi 

Uni versity's 

plea 

seeking 

direc tions 
to 

D
elhi 

Police 
to 
re 

move 

Singh 

from
 

the 

site. The 

court 

said 

the 

issue 

concerns 
law

 

andorder, 
and the 

university 

could 
file 
a com

plaint 

with 

the 

police in 

accordance 
with 
the 
law. 

M
ehmood 

Pracha, 

w
ho 

was 

appea 

ring 
for 

Professor 

Singh, 

said 
the 

protest 

was 
a pea ceful 

one. 
The 

court 

expressed 
its surprise 

that 

D
U

 
(an 

instru 

m
ent 

of 

the 

state) 

was 
see king 

directions 
for 

another 

instrm
ent 

of 

the 

state 
t 

(D
elhi 

Police) 

and 

w
arned 

that 

passing 

such 

direc-
i 

tions 

w
ould 

set 
a very 
V

 Wrongprecedent. 

t 

, 

Professor 

Singh 
has 
be 

en 

protesting 
for 

over 

five m
onths 

against 

alleged 
cas teism

 
in 

DU. 

She 

joined 

Daulat 

Ram
 

College 
in 

2019 as 

an 

ad-hoc 

psychology 

professor 
but 

was 

rem
oved 

w
ithina 

year 

and 
her 

cont ract 

was 

not 

renewed. 
Her protest 

has 

gathered 
sup port 

from
 

the 

Bhim
 

Arnmy, farm
ers 

from
 

Punjab, 
and many 

others. 

da 

th
e 

t 
ram

ifica 

"I 

cannot 

take 

cogni 

sance 

that 
an 

instrum
ent 

of 

the 

state 
is stating 

that 
E

 

the 

state 
is 

failing. 
It is 
a ve ry 

dangerous 
argument. 

understand 

tions 
of that 

argum
ent. 

Itis 
t 

a very 

dangerous 

argu-
s ment," 

the 
courtremarked. 

constitutional 

Please 

ih 

The 

court 

added 
that 
it 

the 

police 
to 

removethe 
pro-
c 

cannot 

pass 

directions 
to 

testors, 
but 
DU 

could 

move a 

complaint 
and 
the 

police W
ould 

act 
as 
per 
the 
law. 

In 
its 

plea, 
the 

universi 

ty 

stated 
that 

Singh 
and 
her supporters 

had 

illegally 
en croachedupon 

a large 

space of 

land 
in 

front 
of 

gatenum
 

ber 

four 
of the 

Faculty 
of 

Arts 
on 

the 

North 

Campus 

and 

continued 
to 

hold 
pro tests 

and 

dharnas, 

disrup 
ting 
academic 
functioning. 

DU 
also 

stated 
that 
the protest 

was 

obstructing 
the 

threatening 

the 

vice-chancellor, 
it said. 
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we gations 
that 
he 

was 

deman 

against 
the 
susp IP univ 

introduces 
PhD 
programme 

in 
sports 
injury 

Ne 
tu sp 

New 

Delhi: 

Guru 

Gobind 
Singh 

Indraprastha 
Universi 

ty 
has 

launched 
a PhD 
pro gramme 

in 

sports 

injury, 
the admission 

process 
for 

which is 
currently 
on. kil wa ne M

 De ly 
The 
doctorate 
programme 

is 

accepting 

online 

applica-

tions 
for 
the 

academic 

session 

2024-25 
and 

the 

last 

date 
of submission 

of the 

online 

form
 is March 

31. nc in 

The 

programme 
will 
be 
of-

fered 
at 

the 

Sports 

Injury 

Centre 
of 

Vardhman 

Mahavir 

M
edical 

College, 
an 

affiliated 

medical 

college 
of 
the 

univer-
fro 

sity, 

according 
to 
a 

statement 

issued 
on 
Saturday. 

be 
al 

m
 co 

su 1u m
 th 

ba 

"The 

programne 
is 

being 

launched 

keeping 
in 

mind 
the surge 

in 

demand 
of 

speciali-

sed 

persons 
in 

the 

field 
of 

sports 

injury 
and 

increase 
of 

sports 

culture 
in 

the 

country" 
vice-chancellor 
M

ahesh 
Ver ma 

said. 

tie The 

programme 
is being 

introduced 
initially 
with three 

seats 
and 
its 

annual 
fees 
D

 

w
ill 

be 

Rs57,000. 
PTI 

te 

Tudgem
e 
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millenniumpost 

SUNDAY, 
25 

FEBRUARY, 
2024 
|I NEW 

DELHI 

In 
RETROSPECT 

mp 

N
urturing 
C

H
A

N
G

E 

CBSE 

has 

decided 
not 
to 

aw
ard 

overall 

division, 

distinction 

an 

initiative 

that 

m
any 

or 

aggregate 
in 

Class 
N, 

X
II 

B
oard 

exam
s 

nor 

calculate 
or 

declare 

and inform
 

percentage 
of m

arks 
in 
the 

2024 

exam
s 

believe 

will 

bring 

doon 
the 

level 

of'slress 
in 

students 

and 

parents 

alike 

to 

make 

India's 
next 

generation 
"AI ready" 

CBSE 

introduced 

Artihcial 

s
p

o
n

 

the 

option 
is being 

introduced 
to reduce 

the 

stress 

caused 
by the 
fear He further 

added. 

"iany 

shudent 

feels 
that 
he is completely 

prepared 

nity 
to such 

students 
by 

conduct-

ing 

special 

exam
ination(s) 

at a 

in 

national 
or 

inlernaionsl 
examinatons 
clash 
wth 

such 
dates, the 

events 

recognised 
by 

Sports Authority 
of lndia 

(SAl) 
and 

Board 

ing 

events 
and 

whose 

CBSE 

Board's 

has 
also 

been 

provid1ng 
a special 

With 
systems 
continuously 

uation 

systems, 
the 

Board 

regularly 

introduces 
required 
changes. 

mente 
h 

C
 

The 
students 

OUR 
CORRESPONDENT 

e e sore 

in ne 

to 

appear 
for 
the 
next 

exams. 

Noth-ng 
wll 
be mandalory. 

.. 

often 

get 
stressed 

thinking 
they 
lost 
a year, their 

chance 
is gone 
or could 

have 
performed 

better... 
the 

option 
is being 

introduced 
to reduce 
the 

age 
of marks 
"lf 
the 

percentage 
of 

marks 
1s required 
lor 

higher 
edu culaton, 

if any. 

maybe 
done 
by 
the 

decision 

cam
e 

in 
the 

wake fication 
on the 

criteria 
for 

calculat 

of num
erous 

requests 

seeking 
cdari 

ondary 
Education 
(CBSE) 

has 

decided 
not 
to 

assign 

he Central 

Board 
of 

subjects 

other 

than 

those 

having 

practicas, 

Srengnening 
of asseSS the 

Board 
have 

been 

modifhed 
to encourage 

conceptual 
understand 

ing 
the 

Class 

X
and 

Class 
Xll 

exams 

this 
year. 

tions, 
of 

d 

-Dharmendra 
Pradhan, 

Union 

M
inister 

of Education 

CBSE 
is 

receiving 

requests 

from
 

concerned 

parents 
on 
the 

criteria students 
in 
the 

Boarderamimaton 

It is informed 
that 
no 

overall 
div 

sion/distinction/aggregate 
shall 
be 

n
tin

n
 

lotr. 

tional 

Olynpiad, 

including 
dates 
of the 

journey 
for 
the 

Olympiad 
recog 

vde 
the 
fcili 

f e
l
 

for 

students 
who 
are 

participat-

ing 
in 

national 
or international 

national 

Olympiads 
and 

whose CBSE 

Board's 

exam
inations 

clash 

are 
preferred 

Cond 
19 

has 
had 

a huge 

impact 

resimmed 
in the 

countre 

there 
was 

for 
evaluation 
now. 

relevant 
answers 
given 

by students 

other 
than 
the 
ones 

mentioned 
in 

S
a
n

 
sturoance 
n 

overlooked, 

stressing 
the 

need 
for 
a substantial 

discusion 
on the 

matter 

unhealthy 
conpetton. 

(
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done 
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with 

the 
practice 
of 

division/distinction/aggregate 
shall 

The 
best 
of five 

(subjects) 
will 

deter-

issuing 

merit 

lists 
to 

avoid mine 
their 

Scores, 

which 
will 
be con 

exams. 

However, 

sub-secion 
40.1 

According 
to 
the 
new 

process, 
a can-

the 

distinction 
on 
the 

report 
card. 

jects 

determ
ined 

by 

adm
itting 

insti-utes 
or employers 
recruiting 
CBSE 

stated 
a notification 

from 
the 

Board. 

Special 
provisions 

for 
students 

sports 
or international 

participating 
in 

Olym
piads 

during 
B

oard 
exam

s 
has been 

announced 

According 

ce 
a vear 
to 

ensure 
that 

students 

have 

enough 

im
e 

and 

opportunity 
to candidate, 
as CBSE 
will 
not 

mention 

The 

sudden 

shift 
to 

online face 

in
to

r
e
 

o 

tace-l0 posed 

obstacles 
in 

term
s 

of clari fying 

doubts 
and 

receiving 

timely 

inform 
the 
percent 

the 
best 
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The 
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bas been 
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Stress 
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fear 
of 
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m
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schedules 

The 

Board 

had 

earlier 

notified book 

containing 

prined 

tabies 
lor 

the 

discontinuation 
of the 

answer 

densed 

syllabus 
have 

heightened 
specially 
n the 
post It's 

kind 
of an 

added 

advantage 

all diferent 
but 

eaully 

demand. for 

qualifications 

based 
on 

today's 

Productive 

alterations 
bv the Boards 

help 
students 

negotiate 

this 
year, 

which 
will, 
in 

turn, 

bring the 

accountancy 

answer 

sheets 
in 

rigorous 

academic 
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and 
the 

pressure 
to 

cover 
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n
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to 
different more 

widespread 

across 

India. 
It is knowm 

for 
a certain 
style 
of teach-

The 
CBSE 
Board 
has 

intro duced 
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state-or-the-art 
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introducing 

initiatives 
that 
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age 
or rather 
is the 
need 
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Board 
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the 
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students 
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on 
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plan 
to 
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Dharm

endra 
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as 
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date(s) 
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International 
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must 
be an Indian 
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Pradhan 
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options 
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by 
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fear 
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single 
opportunity" 
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dates 
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In 
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age 
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GJV PRASAD 

Bengali and Intermational Mother Language Day 

RE we celebrating Sanskrit 
Day today? asked someone on 
one of the WhatsApp groups. I 
didn't know that, I replied. 
Today (February 21) is some 

thing called Intenational Mother Language 
Day' she said. And Sanskrit is the mother 
of all languages. whatever westerners and 

you Tamilians may say. Sanskrit is the moth 

er language! So, today is Sanskrit Day! 
This got me thinking. Why is it caled the 

Mother Language Day instead of Mother 

Tbngue Day? Mother language seems like a 
literal translation into English from the 

many languages where they are called just 

that like matrubhasha, thaaimozhi, 

langue maternelle, etc. But English has 
'mother tongue', and 'mother language' 
sounds like 'mother ship'! No wonder my 
WhatsApp group friend misunderstood 
what it meant and began to argue for San 
skrit, thinking the westerners may be cele 
brating Greek or Latin! 

Obviously, the friend doesn't know that 
the day originated from the subcontinent! 
It is the day that commemorates the Ben 
gal Language Movement, the day that 
memorialises the martyrdom of many stu 
dents shot dead by the police when they 

were protesting for the inclusion of Ben 
gali as the co-oficial language of Pakistan, 
as opposed to Urdu being the only official 
language. This fight for Bengali found res 
onance in India and among Bengalis in 

many states in India. The mother lan 

guage that gave rise to this celebration of 

International Mother Language Day is 
actually Bengali! 

This day was proclaimed by UNESCO in 

its General Conference in 1999, accepting 

a proposal by Bangladesh. The UN Gener 

al Assembly adopted a resolution to cele 
brate the International Mother Language 

Day in 2002. Each year the celebration has 
a theme associated with it. This year, it is 
Multilingual education a pillar of 
learning and intergenerational learning. 
India has always realised the need for 
inclusive education in terms of languages, 
even if it hasn't been able to implement 
this successfully. This theme highlights 
for all nations of the world the need to 
ensure the survival of all languages -by 
delivering education in the mother 

Our richness of 
understanding depends 

on the survival of our 

various languages, the 
cultures they are part 
of, and the worlds and 

knowiedge systems 
they embody 

tongues of the learners, while subsegquent 
ly teaching them other languages as wel. 

Our attempts at implementing the three 
language policy were steps towards such 
inclusive education. We need to broaden 
and strengthen or attempts even more. As 
I have insisted before in these columns, we 

cannot have equity and equality without 
paying attention to all our languages. It is 
only by education in these languages that 
we will create conditions for our constitu 
tional aims of equality, equity and strong 
democracy. Access to education is a right of 
every citizen of the country and it will lead 
to an access to and the enforcement of all 

rights conferred by citizenship. 

whose lives and cultures are marginalised. 

This is a lesson, the' lesson, for the world 

-the health of the planet depends on how 
well we are integrated as humankind We 

can be so integated only when no commu 

nity's sense of self is trampled underfoot 

by forces unleashed by giobahsation or oth 

er economic or political practices. Each lan 

guage is a different view and undestand 
ing of the worid. When a language 
disappears every two weeks, we are harnm 

ing ourselves as much as we harnm the plan 

et when species isappear Our planet 
depends on sustainable practices, on our 

understanding that our earth belongs to 
others as well and that is how we have 

come to exist and that we have no utue 

without the survival of other species In the 
same manner, we have no uture as 

humanity if we lose our languages 

We know the need for translation from 
and into all our languages, we need to have 
access to education in all our mother 

tongues-this is how we can achieve our 

early and constant dream ofunity in diver 
sity. Diversity is the important term here: 
there can be no forced cultural and linguis 

tic unity in a democracy, and definitely not 

in a large country like ours. We do not want 
create secondary citizens, ones whose 

sense of identity is always under threat, 

Our richness of understanding depends 
on the survival of ou various languages, the 
cutures they are part of, and the workds and 
knowledge systems they embody 

Sure, celebrate whichever language vou 
want to, but celebrate othe languages as 

well. More power to all mother tongues! 
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H. 
INDIA 

DU 
CENTRAL 
LIB EXPANSION 

STARTS 
IN 
NORTH 
CAMPUS 

NEW 

DELHI: 
The 

expansion 
of 

the 

Central 

Referral 

Library 
in 

north 

campus, 

University 
of 

Delhi, 

started 
on 

Friday, 
an 
ofi cial 

from 

DU 

said. 

The 

first phase 
of the 

project 
will 

include 

the 

construction 
of 
a block 
with four 

floors. 
the 

official 

added. 

DU 
vice-chancellor 
Y

ogeshC 

Singh 

inaugurated 
the 

project 
on Friday 

and 
said 
the 

first 

phase 

will 

likely 
be 

completed 
in 
15 

months. 

"The 

total 
cost 
of 
the project 

is 

estimated 
to 
be 10 crore, 

while 

the 

first 

phase which 
will 
be an 

expansion 
of 

the 

central 

library 
will 
cost 
52 crore," 

the 
V-C 

said. 

a 
li 

Sa 
TE Cia "t 

ca. the S
u

 tra 
the Co Pu 

A
 

second 
D

U
 

official 
said 
the new 

block 
will 

have 

three 

floors, in
 

addition 
to 
the 

basement 
and ground 

floor 
and 
will 

cover 
a total area 

of 18,541.61 
square 
metres. 

"The 
total 

height 
of the 
building 

will 
be l4.85 

metres 
and 
it will 

94-HT, 

have 

many 

modern 

facilities 

including 
a sem

inar 
hall, 
an e-learning 

space, 
and 
a fire 
con trol 

room," 
the 

official 

added. 
HTC 
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AvjIT PATHAK 
WE ARENatime when the vinus of rote lea 
ing the pathology of MCQ-centnic standard 
ised tests, the "success manuals" sold by 
coaching factories and the psychology of fear 
associated with board examinations have pol 
tuted the entire culture of school education 
In this context. the faa that the Central Board 

of Secondary Education (CESE) isexperiment 
ing with the possibility of "open-book exam 
inations (OBE) in order to resist this rot and 
encourage "higher-order thinking among 
students s welcome. t is a refreshing idea 
partacularty in an evironmet in which board 
examinations in many parts of the country 
cannot be imagined without the use of the 
surveillance mach1nery am1d fears of mass 
copying or ieaked question papers Reports 
suggest that the CBSE. to begn with intends 
toxpenment with OBEs in seiet schools for 
dasses DX to XIL. particularty for subjects like 
Engl1sh Saence, Mathematics and Biology 
Although there is no immediate plan to adopt 
the OBE fomat for the Board examirnation, the 
eperiment is a step forward 

We can onient young minds for OBEs only 
t we succeed in revolutionising the ethos of 
the dlassroom- fromn the pedagogic practice 
to the mode of teacer-student engAgement. 
in ths context, I wish to stress three points 

First, we need to take the spirit of crit 
cal pedagogy with absolute seriousness Thus 
Is possibie only when children are encour 
aged to real1se and trust their potential, and 
teachers, far from just "compieting the of 
fical syllabus, engage in a meaningful dià 
iogue with your1g srudents. This is like walk 
ing together, seeing beyond the burden of 

INDIAN EXPRESS 

BEST OF LUCK, CBSE 
Open-book examination experimnent bodes well for the classroom 

We need to take the spirit of 
critical pedagogy with 
absolute seriousness. This is 
possible onlv when children 
arc encouraged to realise and 
trust their potential, and 
tcachers, far from just 
'completing the official 
svllabus, engage in a 
meaningful dialogue with 
young students. This is like 
walking together, seeing 
beyond the burden of 
bookish knowledge, 
overcoming the dead weight 
of ready-made 'facts, 
definitions and theories', 
asking new questions, and 
thinking creatively 

bookish knowledge, overcoming the dead 
weight of ready-made "facts, definitions 
and theories", asking new questions, and 
thinking creatively. 

An important reason behind rote learn 
ing is that students are hardly encouraged 
or trained to see beyond textbooks, study 
the literature outside the syllabus, relate the 
classroom to the larger world, and think dif 
ferently and creatively. The prevalent pat 
tern of school examinations demands noth 
ing more than the capacity to memorise. 

Second, OBEs dernand qualitatively dif 
ferent kinds of questions and riddles to 
arouse and activate the critical faculty and 
creative imagination of young students. 
What teachers ought to realise is that if the 
answers to the questions they formulate are 
already available in the textbooks, the idea 
of OBE will be reduced to a joke. Hence, those 
who desigrn the question papers have to work 
hard, learm and unlearn simultaneously, and 
transform the task of framing questions into 
a delicate art. 

Let me give a couple ofillustrations. If you 
ask Class XIl students to write the exact date 
and time of Mahatma Gandhi's assassina 
tion, the answer is already available in the 
textbook. But then, if you ask them to write 
a paragraph on the implications of Gandhi's 
assassination on contemporary lndian poli 
tics, no guidebook, no coaching centre man 
ual will help them. They need to think. And 
this is possible only when the spirit of dia 
logue and critical pedagogy in the classroom 
encourages "higher order" or innovative 
thinking, Or, for that matter, is it possible to 

ask these students to write a note on the state 
of farmers' protest in the context of the con 
stitutional ideal of "fundarmental rights"? 

In other words, we need to educate edu 
cators, encourage them to evolve and grow 
every day, and teach freely and creatively 
without fear. Yes, creative and critical think 
ing requires the spirit of freedorm - to see be 
yond the officially sanctioned textbook, and 
accept that there can be multiple ways of 
seeing a phenomenon. 

Third, we need to realise that the most 
challenging examination is the OBE. Yes, it is 
challenging for the teachers- you cannot 
ask the same questions year after year: you 
must constantly activate your mind and ex 
periment with ideas. This task cannot be ac 
complished by the machinery called the 
National Testing Agency. Likewise, it is chal 
lenging for young students. There is no 
ready-made answer in textbooks or other 
"success manuals", they need to sharpen 
their analytical thinking. creative imagina 
tion and style of writing. 

In my teaching career of more than three 
decades, I have always asked my students to 
bring their books, or any other reading ma 
terial, and celebrate their exams with the ec 
stasy of learning and unlearning. In this 
process, many of them evolved creatively. 
and emerged as good teachers and re 
searcherS. Let examinations be a celebration 
of creative learning, not a toxic moment ot 
doubt, cheating, fear and surveillance. 

Good luck to the CBSE! 

FEBRUARY 24, 1984, FORTY YEARs AGO 
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