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T
he doorbell rang in the middle of a 
hot April afternoon in Kolkata.

It was yet another courier, the 
third of the afternoon.

The temperature was already inching 
towards 40 degrees Celsius and the 
humidity was high. The family had 
drawn the curtains, turned on the air-
conditioning and settled in for a post-
lunch siesta. But it seemed that every 
courier in the city had timed their deliv-
eries to coincide with our siesta. 

“As soon as it’s afternoon, the bell 
rings non-stop,” grumbled my mother. 
“No one can rest or work in peace,” I 
agreed.

Bills, packages, books, groceries, 
medicines, gas cylinders—they kept 
coming, delivered by men on bicycles 
and motorbikes. Every time I opened 
the door, the heat hit me like a sledge-
hammer. The streets were deserted. 
Even the street dogs were nowhere to 
be seen. Not a leaf stirred in the bael 
(Bengal quince) tree outside the house. I 
stood impatiently at the gate in the blaz-
ing sun, waiting irritably as the delivery 
person rummaged in his rucksack look-
ing for our parcel. I wondered what it 
would have hurt to have had the pack-
age ready before he rang the doorbell.

Then I looked at the man. He had a 
handkerchief tied around his head. But 
he was still drenched. This was a few 
minutes of discomfort for me but it was 
a whole day’s work for him, all after-
noon, probably every day.

“I hope you are drinking plenty of 
water,” I said lamely. He gestured 
towards the plastic bottle he was carry-
ing. “What to do?” He said. “Just 
because it’s summer, the deliveries 
don’t stop.”

In fact, chances are because it’s sum-
mer, more of us are using services that 
require others to run around so as to 
allow us the luxury of being indoors. 
The grocery delivery apps, the food 
delivery apps, the errand running apps 
are all working overtime so we can keep 
our cool.

This summer we will need more of 
their services than ever. India has just 
invoked a 21-year-old emergency provi-
sion to operationalise its gas-fired 
power stations from 1 May to 30 June as 
the electricity demand is likely to spike 
because of a projected prolonged heat 
wave. According to Business Today, last 
year peak power demand hit 243 GW in 
September, an all time high. This year, 
the power ministry is projecting it might 
hit 260 GW. Much of gas-powered gen-
erating stations are under-utilised 
because of commercial considerations.

From a consumer’s point of view of 
course, these emergency measures are 
far preferable to power cuts or load 
shedding. Once newspapers would 
publish a zone by zone chart of projec-
ted power cuts. The reality often out-
stripped those projections. Sometimes 
the power would go for minutes, some-
times for hours. If it went in the middle 
of a favourite television serial or a cru-
cial football match, the curses would 
ricochet around the neighbourhood.

Load-shedding nights meant drag-
ging a mattress on to the terrace, look-
ing for the hint of a breeze. I remember 
lying on the terrace looking at the sil-
houettes of the buildings around us and 
the patch of night sky above. My sister 
and I invented stories about a ghost 
family who lived in the neem tree 
behind the house. We could see the 
neighbours in their windows, some of 

the rooms lit up by the smoky light of oil 
lamps. When the lights suddenly came 
back on, a cheer would echo through 
the neighbourhood as televisions would 
flicker back to life. “Let’s hurry and have 
dinner before it goes again,” my mother 
would say.

As power cuts became routine, peo-
ple started investing in battery inverters 
and generators, and every time the 
power went out, the generators cranked 
up. That loud rattling noise too became 
as much part of the city soundscape as 
its trundling trams and wheezing 
Ambassador taxis. We looked forward 
to summer holidays with eager anticipa-
tion but then were bored within a week 
as we lay in pools of sweat, scanning the 
skies for a thundercloud that might 
usher in the relief of a nor’wester storm 
in the late afternoon.

But no one talked about climate 

change and global warming. Summers 
were hot and sticky but record-high 
heatwaves did not yet feel inevitable. 
We still looked for a few blessings of the 
Indian summer—mangos, litchis, sum-
mer holidays. We called summers gru-
elling of course and complained end-
lessly as our mothers doused us with 
prickly heat powder, but now all of that 
seems strangely nostalgic.

These days, power cuts are a distant 
memory in Kolkata. Many would say 
that’s because the state lost so much of 
its industries over the years. Whatever 
the reason, we don’t worry about the 
lights going out as much anymore. In 
fact, shops, malls, restaurants, homes 
are air-conditioned beyond anything 
any of us had grown up with. During 
summer, our school had “summer 
school”, where we started early and fin-
ished by lunchtime so that we could go 
home and rest during the afternoon, 
though it also meant we had to return 
home panting under the noon-day sun. 
The cars of course were not air-condi-
tioned. Now students pay a fee for air-
conditioned classrooms and during the 
hottest days, school itself is suspended. 

When the first air conditioner arrived 
in our house, we only had it in our par-
ents’ bedroom. There were just a few 
special nights when it was deemed hot 
enough to turn it on. AC nights were 
treat nights for me, for the whole family 
piled into my parents’ bedroom. It was 
like a pyjama party and I would feel 
guilty about hoping and praying some 
nights that it would be muggy enough 
to be designated an “AC family night”. 
But there were strict rules. The air con-
ditioner had to be turned off by 7 in the 
morning. If we used it in the afternoon, 
it had to be switched off by five. Even 
after we had turned it off, if we kept the 
doors shut tightly, the floors remained 
deliciously cool for hours. My mother 
would scold us if we went in and out too 
much. “All the cold is escaping” she 
would say, as if the cold was something 
the air-conditioning genie caught and 
stoppered in a bottle. We complained 
about our beastly summers, but we 

could probably count the number of AC 
nights on our fingers. Now every bed-
room has air-conditioning, as do living 
rooms. The other day I said ruefully I 
didn’t want to host a dinner party in the 
summer because there was no air-con-
ditioning in my living room. No one bat-
ted an eye.

But all the air-conditioning, instead 
of making us forget about summer, 
somehow reminds us even more 
grimly about the heat outside. There 
are few places as freezingly cold as the 
innards of an Indian mall at the height 
of summer. And the moment we step 
outside, the heat hits us like an slap 
across the face.

There are many reasons for our 
changing summer beyond climate 
change. It doesn’t help that the cities are 
losing tree cover and water bodies, and 
concrete blocks are replacing the old 
airier houses. Now we design our cities 
for air-conditioning. The International 
Energy Agency estimated last year that 
India’s demand just for running house-
hold air conditioners will expand nine-
fold by 2050 and outstrip total power 
consumption in all of Africa today.

We live in a country that is seeing 
increasing heatwave events and strange 
anomalies. Kolkata was hotter than 
Churu in Thar desert this week while 
Delhi was more pleasant than swelter-
ing Bengaluru. The old quaint rituals of 
summers past have fallen by the way-
side. But there are new rituals we can 
practise even as we shelter from the 
mutated summers of today.

Offer water to the delivery person. 
Refill the water bottle of the man who 
comes to service the water filter. Put out 
a bowl of water for birds and stray ani-
mals.

It might not lower the temperature 
outside, but a little kindness will lower 
the temperature inside, now that our 
summers of discontent are here to stay.

Cult Friction is a fortnightly column on 
issues we keep rubbing up against.

Sandip Roy is a writer, journalist and 
radio host. He posts @sandipr

Chances are, because it’s summer, more of us are using services that require others to run around 
in order to allow us the luxury of being indoors. Practise some rituals of kindness

A little kindness to lower the temperature

India is seeing increasing heatwave events. ISTOCKPHOTO

CULT 
FRICTION
S A N D I P  

R O Y

Avantika Bhuyan

avantika.bhuyan@htlive.com

S
udipta Das has witnessed 
drastic changes over the years 
in her hometown of Silchar in 
Assam. “These days, we are 
getting excessive rainfall dur-

ing what are supposed to be dry months. 
Nature is disturbed. Floods arrive earlier 
than usual, and with greater ferocity,” says 
the 39-year-old artist, who is currently 
based in Vadodara, Gujarat. 

Das has observed that these natural 
calamities have a disproportionate impact 
on women in Silchar. It is the women of 
the household who have to flush out the 
water from homes, arrange for food and 
take care of the farmlands. “They end up 
falling ill the most during this time,” says 
Das, who is known for her figurines, 
crafted from rice paper and Hanji paper, 
depicting the migration of communities 
due to political and geological changes. 
Deeply touched by the suffering of 
women during natural upheavals, the art-
ist, who calls herself an ecofeminist, has 
been creating works for the series, Mother 
and Child.  

Ecofeminism—the intersection of femi-
nism, politics and ecology—isn’t a new 
term. It was coined by French writer Fran-
coise d’Eaubonne in her 1974 book, Le 
Féminisme ou la Mort. She wrote: “Eco-
feminism relates the oppression and dom-
ination of all marginalised groups 
(women, people of color, children, the 
poor) to the oppression and domination of 
nature (animals, land, water, air, etc.).” 

As the world goes through drastic eco-
logical changes, ecofeminism has 
acquired greater urgency. “The climate 
crisis is not ‘gender neutral’,” states a Feb-
ruary 2022 report on the UN Women 
website. “Women and girls experience the 
greatest impacts of climate change, which 
amplifies existing gender inequalities and 
poses unique threats to their livelihoods, 
health, and safety. Across the world, 
women depend more on, yet have less 
access to, natural resources.” 

TAKING ART TO ITS ROOTS

Art has been responding to the concept of 
ecofeminism since the 1970s. A landmark 
2020 exhibition, ecofeminism (s)—curated 
by Monika Fabijanska, an art historian 
who specialises in women’s and feminist 
art at the Thomas Erben Gallery in New 
York—offered a historical perspective of 
this genre. The curatorial note stated that 
“ecofeminism is one of the richest hidden 
caches of contemporary art. It is art that 
delights the eye, provokes the mind, and 
can inspire change. It restores art’s func-
tion to what it was before the Enlighten-
ment, when both science and art were 
tools to understand the world and propose 
solutions.” The exhibition looked at the 
works of pioneering artists such as Betsy 
Damon, Ana Mendieta, Aviva Rahmani 
and Cecilia Vicuña. 

In India too, over the past few decades, 
contemporary artists such as Vibha Gal-
hotra, Sonia Mehra Chawla, Navjot Altaf 
and Rohini Devasher have consistently 
been responding to political and environ-
mental ecologies, but without really 
defining themselves as ecofeminists. 
However, there has been a change in the 
way artists are now excavating complex 
relationships between gender, ecology, 
capitalism, oppression and society. The 
scope has expanded to include queer his-
tories, anti-nuclear war sentiments, and 
privatisation of land resources. 

The mediums too have moved beyond 
painting and sculpture to include per-
formance art and multimedia. Bhavna 
Kakar, founder, Gallery Latitude 28, 
Delhi—who represents ecofeminist artists 
such as Das and Manjot Kaur—feels that 
this genre of art plays, now more than 
ever, a pivotal role in amplifying sup-
pressed voices, evoking empathy, and 
inspiring action towards collective 
responsibility to  protect our ecosystem 
for future generations. 

2023 witnessed some of the highest 
temperatures on earth, and many coun-
tries around the world grappled with 
extreme weather conditions. It is no won-
der then that the past two years have seen 
a rise in the number of exhibitions focus-
ing on ecofeminist art as well in response 
to these changes. For instance, the Tai 
Kwun Contemporary in Hong Kong pre-
sented Green Snake: Women-Centred Ecol-
ogies, between 20 December 2023 and 1 
April 2024. Curated by Paris-based artist 
historian and writer Kathryn Weir and 
Xue Tan, a writer-producer from Hong 
Kong, the show explored mythology, fem-
inism and ecology in the context of accel-
erating extreme weather events, and pre-

sented works by more than 30 artists and 
collectives from 20 countries. “Rather 
than unfolding a bleak, dystopian view, 
Green Snake asks what alternative narra-
tives are activated through artists’ visions 
that celebrate nature as an all-encompass-
ing and generative force—many of them 
grounded in notions of care and interrela-
tionship that are central to ecofeminism,” 
stated the exhibition note. 

NEW VISUAL STORIES

Manjot Kaur was one of the Indian artists, 
whose work was displayed at Green Snake. 
Using miniature painting traditions with 
contemporary themes, the artist com-
bined ancient stories and precarious ecol-
ogies with “speculative visions of alterna-
tive relationships between deities, 
humans and the environment”. 

According to Kakar, Kaur’s work tran-
scends the traditional confines of gender 
and nature by exploring new visual sto-
ries that provide us with alternative 
routes to “un-civilise” from the masculine 
capitalist culture. “In her series, Ecosys-
tems are Love Stories, Manjot’s visual nar-
ratives intertwine the sovereignty of ecol-
ogies with the autonomy of women’s bod-
ies, challenging established power 
dynamics,” she explains. “...(the artist) 

underscores the symbiotic relationship 
between motherhood, ecology, and 
resistance to oppressive structures, invit-
ing viewers into a dialogue on agency, and 
the fluid boundaries between human and 
non-human realms.”

CHANGING VOCABULARY

The 2024 edition of Colomboscope, which 
opened in Colombo in January, also 
looked at ecofeminist art in a big way. 
Co-curated by Sheelasha Rajbhandari, Hit 
Man Gurung and Sarker Protick, with 
Natasha Ginwala as the artistic director, 
the event had many artist-led conversa-
tions on the theme. For instance,  Ecofemi-
nist kin, featuring Cecilia Moo, Emma 
Nzioka, Eisa Jocson, Venuri Perera and 
Rajbhandari, looked at how ecofeminism 
has historically been practised through 
ceremonial offerings, indigenous activ-
ism, domestic and agricultural labour.  

The change in artistic vocabulary is 
evident in indigenous, or traditional, 
forms as well. While ecofeminism has 
been practised in contemporary art since 
the 1970s, traditional themes have been 
rooted in nature since time immemorial. 
Artists from Gond, Madhubani, Bhil and 
Baiga traditions have commented on the 
interdependence of humanity and nature 

since the very genesis of art forms. 
The changing weather conditions and 

their impact are more visible than ever in 
the art that comes from the grassroots. 
Take, for instance, Burning of Bandhav-
garh, an acrylic on canvas by artist Jod-
haiya Bai Baiga, based out of Umaria dis-
trict in Madhya Pradesh, which com-
mented on the rising number of forest 
fires in the region. It was shown in 2022 as 
part of the exhibition of indigenous art, 
Bhumijan: Artists of the Earth, presented 
by the Crites Collection at the Visual Arts 
Gallery in New Delhi. “For women from 
traditional communities, who have lim-
ited agency and voice, art is becoming a 
powerful tool to make themselves heard,” 
says Minhazz Majumdar, a Delhi-based 
writer, designer and curator specialising 
in Indian traditional arts, who also curated 
the Bhumijan show.

Pushpa Kumari, who is based in Ranti, 
Bihar, and Delhi and practises the Mad-
hubani art tradition, was the only Indian 
artist to be invited to the 23rd Sydney 
Biennale in 2022. She consciously exam-
ines feminist themes relevant to the 21st 
century within ecology. Her 15ft-long 
work, Ganga Maiya (2021), shows the 
hypocrisy of society in deifying a river as 
a mother goddess, while having no qualms 
about dumping garbage and industrial 
waste in her waters.

Then there is Ramrati Bai, who like Jod-
haiya Bai, is based in Umaria, Madhya Pra-
desh and hails from the Baiga tribe. “The 
Baigas are a displaced tribal community, 
who were forest dwellers and now live on 
the margins of society,’ says Majumdar. 
“Ramrati Bai (born 1979) paints memories 
of the enchanted forests of her childhood 
and what the Baiga life used to be like.”  

In  The Dance of Devi Matas—measuring 
22x6ft—she evokes the divine feminine in 
different avatars as worshipped by the 
Baigas. The work featured in the Roots 
show, earlier this year in Delhi, curated by 
Alka Pande and Mitchell Crites. “She has 
fused two concepts dear to the Baigas in 
this work by giving each of the venerated 
mother goddesses a musical instrument,” 
writes Majumdar in her curatorial note 
about Ramrati Bai’s practice. “Tradition-
ally, the goddesses are not associated with 
playing an instrument. Bai is very con-
cerned about the younger generation of 
Baigas losing touch with their culture, 
with many of them moving far away to 
work as migrant labourers. By depicting 
the goddesses with traditional musical 
instruments such as the dafli, mandaar, 
timki, matka, Bai hopes to commit to pub-
lic memory the ways of her people.”

The language of ecofeminist art
Ecofeminist art, or the 
intersection of  
feminism, politics, 
ecology and art, has 
expanded in scope 
and themes 

‘Entangled Relations’, 

gouache and watercolour 

on paper (2024).
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While ecofeminism has been 
practised in contemporary 

art since the 1970s, 
indigenous art has been 
rooted in nature since 

time immemorial.  



Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov,
better known as Vlad-
imir Lenin, the archi-
tect of Russia’s 1917

Bolshevik revolution, politician
and political theorist was con-
sidered as one of the most sig-
nificant and influential figures
of 20th century world history. 

Lenin was such a personali-
ty in history who brought about
significant change in his country
that reverberated around the
world and impacted the lives of
millions. He was the founder of
the Russian Communist Party,
leader of the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion and architect and first head
of the then Soviet Union.

He was born in Simbirsk (at
present Ulianovsk), Russia on 10
April 1870. In November 1891,
he passed his law examinations
and graduated with a First Class
degree. He moved to the then St.
Petersburg in August 1893 and
started working as a public
defender and part of a group of
revolutionary Marxists. 

At that time he was associ-
ated with revolutionary Marxist
circles. While practicing law in
1892, he largely represented
poor peasants, which led him to
develop a hatred of the class
bias he found in the Russian
legal system.

In the mid-1890s, he quit
his law practice and settled in St.
Petersburg. There he became
associated with a group of radi-
cals who were similarly impres-
sed by the ideas of Marx as well
as the influential Russian Marx-
ist, Georgy Plekhanov.

At the time of staying in St.
Petersburg in 1893, he contin-
ued to write and distribute polit-
ical pamphlets about socialism
as well as tried to stir up rebel-
lion among the working people. 

He, with other agitators,
strived to form the League of
Struggle for the emancipation of
the working class and was soon
arrested for his political activi-
ties. From prison in St. Peters-
burg, he was sent to Siberia from
1897 to 1900.

Following his release, he
moved through Russia and
Europe, developing his thoughts
on Marxism and quickly became
recognized as a leading thinker
and prominent figure in the
international Marxist revolu-
tionary movement.  

In 1903, Lenin argued with
the leadership of the Russian
Social Democratic workers’ Par-
ty. The moderates, led by Mar-
tov (whose real name was Yuliy
Osipovich Tsederbaum), want-
ed to keep the party open to all
who agreed with its politics. The

radicals, led by Lenin, insisted
that only those truly committed
to immediate revolution should
be members.

In 1903, Lenin became the
leader of the ‘Bolshevik’ faction
of the Russian Social Democrat-
ic Worker’s Party following the
split within the social revolu-
tionaries. This was
about the same
time he published
a pamphlet ‘What
is to be done?’ out-
lining his beliefs
about the way
towards a socialist
state. The implica-
tions of Lenin’s
vision for the Russ-
ian Marxists be-
came evident in
the second Con-
gress of the Russ-
ian Social Democ-
ratic Labor Party
(RSDLP) held in
1903.

In 1904, Russia went to war
with Japan. Following a string of
military defeats, by the begin-
ning of 1905 various segments
of Russian society including stu-
dents and liberal members of
the nobility were calling for
political reform.  

In October 1905, the em-
peror issued his October Mani-
festo, in which he made a num-
ber of political concessions, in-
cluding a commitment to estab-

lish a popularly elected legisla-
tive assembly called DUMA.

In December 1907, Lenin
began his second extended stay
in Western Europe, settling first
in Geneva, Switzerland and then
in Paris. In 1912, Lenin and his
supporters organized a party
conference in Prague. 

At this confer-
ence, Lenin for-
mally broke from
his Menshevik op-
ponents and the
rest of the RSDLP
to form an inde-
pendent Bolshevik
Party.           

It was World
War I that speeded
up revolution in
Russia. Lenin was
still  in Western
Europe when the
war began in 1914
and he saw the
war as an opportu-
nity to advance the

international workers’ revolu-
tion he had worked for. 

When the February Revolu-
tion of 1917 led to the abdica-
tion of the Tsar and the devel-
opment of the Russian Provi-
sional Government, Lenin
returned to St. Petersburg (now
called Petrograd). By 1917 it
seemed to Lenin that the pros-
pect of revolution was rapidly
receding and it was time for
Soviets to take over power.

He arrived in Petrograd on
16 April 1917, one month after
the Tsar had been forced to
abdicate. He put three demands
which were known as Lenin’s
‘April Thesis.’

On 25 October 1917, Lenin
led his leftist revolutionaries in a
successful revolt against the
ineffective provisional govern-
ment, an event known as the
October Revolution.  

It was also known as Red
October, the October Uprising
or the Bolshevik Revolution and
it was a seizure of state power
from the provisional govern-
ment of then Russia. 

Lenin, a leader of the com-
munist party, became the
new head of the newly formed
USSR.

Lenin, founder of the Bol-
shevik political party was a suc-
cessful revolutionary leader who
presided over Russia’s transfor-
mation from a country ruled by
Tsars (emperors) to the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR), the name of the com-
munist Russian State from 1922
to 1991. 

What Marx and Engels saw
as glimmerings of revolutionary
potential in Russia came to
fruition with the genius of
Lenin’s revolutionary theory
and practice. 

His Ideology against the
hierarchies and the capitalists
would later become the founda-
tion of modern anti-imperial-
ism.

Written in 1916, in the mid-
dle of the First World War,
Lenin’s Imperialism, the High-
est Stage of Capitalism is an
essential work for understand-
ing the phenomena of war and
imperialism at present. 

According to Lenin, impe-
rialism is not the result of
nationalist values, ideas or poli-
cies but of concrete economic
imperatives. 

His understanding is the
way of understanding interna-
tional politics today. The war of
Ukraine is the consequence of
the struggle between the two
gangs of imperialists. 

Just as in Lenin’s time
British hegemony was threat-
ened by the rise of the new
socialist USSR, we are witness-
ing the rise of China and Russia
which are challenging US hege-
mony today. 

The death centenary year of
the genius leader Lenin is an
occasion for us to appreciate his
great contributions to explain
today’s capitalism from the
viewpoint of all oppressed
nations all over the world.

Earlier this year, the news of Ne-
pali students facing financial
hardships in Canada made
headlines, as they were strand-

ed without food and housing as living
expenses shot up. With Canada mak-
ing its visa policies flexible, especially
in the post-pandemic period, it bec-
ame a favourite destination for stud-
ents desperate to leave their homes.
Educational consultancies contributed
by convincing the students to apply to
Canadian universities, alluring them
with easier options for obtaining perm-
anent residency. However, when the
Nepali students reached Canada, they
faced a different reality: The living
costs were high, and there were no jobs
for them. This was not the problem of
Nepali students alone ~ thousands of
international students, including large
numbers from India, faced basic sur-
vival problems. For the past couple of
years, there has been an exodus of Ne-
pali students to Canada. According to
some reports, while 6,200 Nepali stu-
dents got study permits for Canada in
2022, the number stood at 8,600 in the
first six months of 2023. Between 2015
and 2020, the number of international
students admitted to Canadian colle-
ges grew by 154 percent. International
students often pay thrice what domes-
tic students do to study in Canadian
colleges. International student admis-
sions, therefore, form the backbone of
earnings for those colleges. However,
the high tuition fees cause a survival
problem for international students.
There are over a million of them in
Canada, and this has caused signifi-

cant logistical problems. Students were
seen living on the streets or in cramped
rooms. The desperate living conditions
of international students forced the
Canadian government to devise sever-
al measures to solve the crisis. Canada
in January this year announced a two-
year cap on international student ad-
missions. 

In December last year, it an-
nounced that the minimum financial
requirement for student permits for
international applicants had been
increased from $10,000 to $20,635.
International students already in
Canada or those who had submitted
their applications by December 7, 2023
could work more than 20 hours a week
until April 30 this year to help them get
by. However, the government does not
seem too interested in extending this
deadline as it is worried that more and
more international students would
spend time at work rather than focus
on their studies. 

The problem of Nepali students
being stranded in Canada arose partly
because the Nepal Government failed
to take guardianship of its citizens.
Lack of opportunities in the country
has forced Nepalis to think of shifting
abroad permanently. While individu-
als cannot be faulted for trying to take
up opportunities they find more suit-
able, the government has a responsi-
bility to make a basic assessment of
whether its citizens stand a chance to
survive in the new place.
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Numbers must count

India stands at a crucial juncture in its quest to har-
ness the potential of its demographic dividend.
Renowned economist and former RBI Governor

Raghuram Rajan’s recent remarks underscore the urgent
need for concerted efforts to unlock the benefits of this
demographic boon. As the world’s largest democracy,
India boasts of a youthful population, a demographic
advantage that, if properly leveraged, could propel the
nation towards becoming an advanced economy by 2047.
Mr Rajan's observations paint a stark picture of the cur-
rent scenario. Despite being in the midst of the demo-
graphic dividend, India is failing to reap its rewards. High
levels of unemployment, coupled with disguised unem-
ployment, highlight the pressing need for policy inter-
ventions aimed at improving human capital and enhanc-
ing skill sets. The alarming trend of highly educated indi-
viduals resorting to menial government jobs underscores
the severity of the employment crisis gripping the nation.
One of the key challenges identified by Mr Rajan is the
mismatch between the skills possessed by the workforce
and the demands of the job market. Addressing this dis-
connect requires a multifaceted approach, encompassing
both education reform and targeted skill development
initiatives. Investing in vocational training programmes
and promoting apprenticeships, as advocated by Mr
Rajan, can bridge the gap between academia and indus-
try, equipping individuals with the skills needed to thrive
in a rapidly evolving job market. Furthermore, Mr Rajan’s
critique of India’s skewed focus on capital-intensive
industries at the expense of labour-intensive sectors is
particularly pertinent. While initiatives such as subsidis-
ing chip manufacturing may be necessary for technolog-
ical advancement, neglecting sectors like leather and tex-
tiles, which have the potential to generate significant
employment opportunities, is short-sighted. Revitalising
these traditional industries through targeted interven-
tions and addressing underlying structural issues can cre-
ate a more inclusive growth trajectory. Moreover, Mr
Rajan’s observations regarding the exodus of Indian inno-
vators to foreign shores raise questions about the ease of
doing business and access to markets within the country.
Streamlining regulatory processes, fostering innovation
ecosystems, and enhancing access to finance can incen-
tivise entrepreneurs to stay and thrive in India, con-
tributing to economic growth and job creation. The recent
pre-poll survey findings indicating concerns about the
difficulty of finding employment further underscore the
gravity of the situation. It is imperative for policymakers to
prioritise job creation and formulate holistic strategies
that address the multifaceted nature of the employment
challenge. India stands at a crossroads, poised to either
capitalise on its demographic dividend or squander its
potential. Mr Rajan’s insights serve as a wake-up call, urg-
ing stakeholders across the spectrum to redouble their
efforts towards unlocking India’s true economic potential.
By investing in human capital, promoting inclusive
growth, and fostering an enabling environment for inno-
vation and entrepreneurship, India can pave the way
towards a brighter, more prosperous future for its citi-
zens. India has the numbers. It must make them count.

Ripple effects

The US Federal Reserve’s recent stance on interest
rates has sent ripples of uncertainty through both
domestic and international markets. As expecta-

tions for rate cuts diminish, investors and policymakers
are grappling with the potential ramifications of a pro-
longed period of higher rates. The Fed’s pivot away from
dovishness reflects a cautious approach to combating
inflationary pressures, which have persisted despite ear-
lier hopes for swift resolution. With consumer price infla-
tion surpassing expectations for the third consecutive
month and retail sales showing robust growth, Chair-
man Jerome Powell’s acknowledgment that the battle
against inflation is taking “longer than expected” under-
scores the severity of the challenge at hand. While the US
economy has demonstrated resilience in the face of high-
er rates thus far, concerns linger regarding the sustain-
ability of this resilience over an extended period. The
prospect of companies needing to refinance corporate
debt acquired during the pandemic, coupled with mor-
tgage rates nearing 7 per cent, threatens to weigh heavily
on both corporate and consumer sectors. Moreover, the
escalating cost of servicing government debt presents a
formidable fiscal challenge, with implications for budget
allocation and economic stability. Financial markets,
buoyed by the Fed’s previous dovish stance, are now
confronted with the reality of a less accommodative
monetary policy. The recent stock market boom, fuelled
in part by expectations for rate cuts, now faces the
prospect of correction as investors adjust to the new
normal of higher rates. Lingering vulnerabilities in the
banking sector, exacerbated by unrealised losses, further
compound the uncertainty surrounding market stabi-
lity. Beyond America’s borders, the ripple effects of high-
er interest rates are felt acutely across the global econo-
my. While some economies grapple with their own infla-
tionary pressures, none match the intensity of Ameri-
ca’s economic heat. The resultant strengthening of the
dollar poses challenges for export-dependent economies,
even as it enhances their competitiveness on the global
stage.  However, the dual pressures of a surging dollar
and rising oil prices threaten to squeeze economies
reliant on commodity imports, adding another layer of
complexity. In the face of these challenges, the Fed’s
monetary policy decisions assume heightened signifi-
cance for the rest of the world. While a return to rate cuts
may offer respite in the future, for now, the spectre of
higher interest rates looms large, casting a shadow of
uncertainty over financial markets and economic growth
prospects. Furthermore, the Fed’s pivot underscores the
need to balance economic growth with containment of
inflationary pressures. As policymakers grapple with the
complexities of monetary policy, the need for a nuanced
approach becomes apparent. Finding the right balance
between supporting economic recovery and preventing
runaway inflation will be paramount in guiding the tra-
jectory of both domestic and global economies. As the
Fed navigates this minefield of pressures, the reverbera-
tions of its policy decisions are felt far beyond America’s
shores.

Rethinking Lenin
Vol. CXXXXXVIII  94

Lenin was a successful revolutionary leader who presided over Russia�s transformation

from a country ruled by Tsars to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), the

name of the communist Russian State from 1922 to 1991. What Marx and Engels saw

as glimmerings of revolutionary potential in Russia came to fruition with the genius

of Lenin�s revolutionary theory and practice. His Ideology against the hierarchies and

the capitalists would later become the foundation of modern anti-imperialism

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, I am born and bred in Kol-
kata, in the Kalighat area. My res-
idence used to be near the Kali-
ghat market which lies adjacent
to “Tolly's Nallah” also known as
Adi Ganga. 

A navigable canal between
the 15th and 17th centuries, by
the 1960s, the canal had lost its
vitality as a water route and trans-
formed into a drain due to the
dumping of untreated industrial
and domestic waste. The Nation-
al Mission for Clean Ganga has
outlined a detailed project report
for the pollution abatement of
Tolly’s Nallah. 

The major components
under the project include sewer-
age and drainage network repla-
cement, construction of modern
Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs)
with SBR technology, dredging
works, restoration of the canal
lining, renovation of ghats, reha-

bilitation of slum dwellers, stor-
mwater management, and public
awareness programs.

Despite the above, the canal
is currently heavily polluted, with
untreated wastewater from vari-
ous sources flowing into it. 

There are also issues with
slum areas, markets, and unau-
thorized commercial activities
along the bank of the nullah that
dispose of solid waste and sewage
into it. 

Once, the high and low tides
of Hooghly used to wash some of
its pollutants but due to con-
struction and blocking partly
from Karunamoyee Bridge tow-
ards the southern side, it is now
but a stagnant pool of water, an
oasis for insects, filth, rubbish
and what not.

Given the situation that the
roads cannot be expanded bey-
ond a certain point in Kolkata, the

government can seriously consid-
er increasing the navigability
through measures like dredging
which can allow suitable boats or
rafts to ply. 

This can be a swift mode of
transport, resulting in deconges-
tion of the already choked roads. 

Apart from these benefits,
the efforts to rehabilitate and
clean the canal could have posi-
tive environmental, social, and
economic impacts if successfully
implemented.

Yours, etc., T. Kannan, 
Kolkata, 12 April.

US HEGEMONY
SIR, This refers to Mahir Ali's top-
class article "Israel and Iran must
show restraint" (18 April). In the
Mid-east conflict, America is the
real  culprit and Israel its stooge.
Israel  knows that it does not need
to show any restraint as long as
Uncle Sam is with it; hence it is
ready to  take any risk. 

Unless the combined mili-

tary prowess of China and Russia
counters the US globally, the
Middle-East will remain under
absolute US control. The global
hegemony of the US needs to be
broken. 

Yours, etc.,  Aranya Sanyal,
Siliguri, 18 April.

LEFTIST RANT
SIR, A recent subscriber to The
Statesman, I am curious as to why
a paper of your repute carries the
venomous rants of the Islamist

sympathizer Mahir Ali. 
Surely, there are more bal-

anced and nuanced readings of
the situation in the Middle East,
where Israel, like India, has
always fought back in self-
defense. 

Perhaps The Statesman’s
views on Israel align with Ali’s.
Maybe I need to stick to the cross-
words each day and give these
tiresome, preachy Leftist-Islamist
opinion pieces a wide berth.   

Yours, etc., Noshir Mehta,
Kolkata, 18 April.

Tolly's Nallah
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Think before
you leave

POLL RHETORIC
SIR, Apropos your editorial “BJP’s Blueprint” (The Statesman,
April 17), the Congress Party on Sunday trashed the BJP Lok
Sabha poll manifesto as a jumla patra (rhetorical document),
with party chief Mallikarjun Kharge saying PM’s guarantee is a
“warranty of jumlas” as he has failed to fulfill promises made in
the past. 

The Congress also accused the BJP of not fulfilling promis-
es made on issues such as jobs, doubling of farmers’ incomes,
and price rise and inflation, and alleged that the PM is now
shifting goalposts by talking about 2047 instead. Kharge charged
that the prime minister did not do any major work during his
tenure which would have benefited the people, youth and farm-
ers of the country. 

The Prime Minister released the BJP’s Lok Sabha poll man-
ifesto at the party headquarters in Delhi on Sunday. The mani-
festo professes to provide special focus on the poor, young-
sters, farmers and women. But there is no accountability for
old guarantees, just empty jugglery of words. 

PM had promised to bring back black money by forming a
special task force, but electoral bonds came instead. He also
promised to strengthen law and order in the North-East, but
today violence is continuing in Manipur, on which PM is main-
taining silence. The BJP had promised to build 100 new smart
cities but they were never made and instead, China is building
“smart villages” on the border.

Yours, etc., Bhagwan Thadani,
Mumbai, 17 April.






