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Things don't look too good for those seeking to migrate to the US, especially Indian nationals

American Dream
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ecently, US Citizenship and

Immigration Services

(USCIS) proudly posted on X

that a 99-yr-old woman from

India had been awarded citi-
zenship. ‘They say ageisjustanumber.
That seems true for this lively 99-year-
old who became a new US citizen in
our Orlando office. Daibai is from In-
diaand was excited to take the Oath of
Allegiance....’

Indians tired of waiting for an emp-
loyment-based green card (GC) for de-
cades did not take too kindly to this
post. One person responded to USCIS
with, ‘LOL. Soon you will give green
cards posthumously!”

A GC is the first step on the path to-
wards US citizenship. In general, only
after five years of holding a GC (redu-
ced to threeyears, if youaremarried to
a US citizen) can you apply for citizen-
ship. The catch — it's a decades-long
queue if you are from India.

The US has restricted legal immig-
ration since the 1920s. David J Bier; di-
rector, immigration studies at Cato In-
stitute, points out that the system ut-
terly fails those aspiring to pursue the
‘American Dream’ in lawful and order-
ly ways. His Feb 2024 study; ‘Green Card
Approval Rate Reaches Record Lows’,
shows that only 8% of those who have
submitted GC

applications will
receive perma-

nent status dur- ¢ a GC. More than 1 lakh children of
ing FY2024 (fis- | Grea Indian families willage out (turn21),
cal ending Sept For |ndia and their dependent visa will no
30, 2024). BRI RS longer be valid, and they'd drop

As of Oct 1, nM‘ off the GC queue. For these 21-yr-
223, near- f / olds, it means a transit toan inter-
ly 4.7 " ’ national student visa centre, or

TRUMP

mn applications were pending — up
fromabout 10mn in1996. Bieradds that
many of these arenotapplicantsin the
truesense. Most (read: largely Indians)
are waiting for a cap number to beco-
me available, after which they can file
aformal GC application.

In addition to the overall caps, be it
for employment- or family-based GCs,
no country can receive more than 7%
of the GCs (the country caps). This cap
adversely impacts Indians and, to an
extent, Chinese nationals.

National Foundation for American

Policy, which recently analysed im-
migration statistics, statesthatover1.2
mn highly-skilled Indians, including
their dependents, are waiting in the
first, second and third employment-
based GC categories.
» Employment-based GCs The ov-
erallcapissetatl.4lakhayear,plusany
unused family-sponsored GCs that are
passed on to this category In FY2024,
‘about 8% of pending employment-ba-
sed applications will be approved for a
green card. But most of these... will
not go to the applicants who have wait-
ed the longest. Instead, because of the
country caps, applicants who apply
over the next year will pass applicants
from China and India — many of
whom have already waited more than
adecade. In fact, Indians — who make
up half theapplicants in theemployer-
sponsored categories—must wait mo-
re than a century for a green card,’ ex-
plains Bier.

Hisearlier study had shown that the
employment-based GC backlog from
India (EB-2 and EB-3 skilled category)
crossed 1 mn in March 2023, If factors
such as death and ‘ageing out’ are con-
sidered, the wait for a GC is 54 years.

Otherwise, it’s 134 years.
4.14 lakh Indians waiting in this
category will die before they receive

Trump's anti-immigration

stand will only intensify.
From the Indian diaspora’s
PoV, scrapping of citizenship
by birth will be a sore point

N
Keep standing

self-deportation. Post-study, if they wish
to continue a US stay, history tends to
repeat itself, with attempts at H-1B and
aGC backlog.

p Family-sponsored GCs There’s a
cap of 2.261akh for spouses and minor

children of GC-hold-
ers. Even adult child-
ren and siblings of
UScitizensfallin this
category. Here, those
from Mexico and the
Philippines have the
longest waits.

» Biden’s past pro-

£
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desisonborder control. The Indian di-
aspora waits....
» Trump’s proposed plan Donald
Trump’s anti-immigration stand will,
reportedly, only intensify Massdeport-
ations, scrappingof Daca(Deferred Ac-
. . ton for Childhood Ar-
_. " rivals) that offers pro-

7%-"Indians — who make up
half the applicants in
the employer-
sponsored categories —
must wait more than a

| century for a green card

mises In his 2020
campaign trail, Joe Biden had promi-
sed reforms to the legal immigration
system. On hisfirstday inofficeonJan
21,2021, he sent the US Citizenship Act
to Congress. Of key interest to theIndi-
andiaspora—and, indeed, to those as-
piring tomigrate tothe US — were pro-
posals to clear employment-based visa
backlogs, recapture of unused visas,
reduction of lengthy wait times and
elimination of per-country visacaps.
The bill also provided dependents of
H-1B visa holders work authorisation,
and children were protected from ‘age-
ing out’ of the system. These refor_ms
__evenas variousotherbills, including
bipartisan ones that followed — have
not fructified. Biden's campaign logo
for 2024 is, ‘Let’s finish the job’. As of
now, focus in political debates and tira-

tection to those who entered the US as
children of undocumented immigran-
ts, and travel bans for those from Mus-
lim countries seem to be on the cards.

From the Indian diaspora’s PoV,
scrappingof citizenship by birthwill be
a sore point. Trump is likely to crack
downon legal immigrationas well. We
could again see policies relating to
scrapping of work permits for H-1B
spouses, capping visa tenure for inter-
national students, limiting post-study
work programmes for them and intro-
ducing strictures in the H-1B visa pro-
gramme, such as allotting these visas
to the highest wage-earners.

Winds of change for the legal immi-
grant do not seem to be on the horizon.
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Missing colleges
Poor doctor-population ratio cannot be
set right without better Centre-State ties

E ven lofty dreams can be felled by the nitty-

gritty of implementation. Nothing exem-

plifies this as much as the case of the Mad-
urai AIIMS. The idea of starting a number of All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) across
the country certainly comes from a clear need —
to bridge the gap between demand and supply in
India, and set right the grossly inefficient doctor-
patient ratio. In 2003, the Centre announced the
Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY) with this precise goal. It was in 2006
that the PMSSY got off the ground and a total of
six AIIMS-like medical institutions were created
in the country. Currently, there are 20 AIIMS in-
stitutions with functional medical colleges and
three are under development. No doubt, these
institutions have created plentiful opportunities
for students and advanced the goal of taking af-
fordable health-care education beyond metros.
But the intentions are more robust than imple-
mentation. At AIIMS Madurai, a project that has
caused a further embittering of relations bet-
ween the central and State governments, there
are persistent complaints of inadequate infras-
tructure, facilities, and manpower constraints. A
‘prestige’ project for the Centre, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone for con-
struction at Thoppur, Madurai, in January 2019.
From 2021, undeterred by the lack of something
as basic as a building, the administration invited
applications from students. The construction
work is still not complete, and not one, but three
batches of undergraduate students have been ac-
commodated at the Government Medical College
and Hospital, in nearby Ramanathapuram dis-
trict. Last week, these students went on protest,
stating that there was a ravine-like gulf between
what was expected of an AIIMS institution and
their experience of it in Madurai — in terms of in-
frastructure, but also exposure to patients.

The extraordinary delay in constructing the
AIIMS became a contentious issue during the
2021 Assembly elections in Tamil Nadu, with Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin of the Drayida Munnetra Kazha-
gam, now a Minister, pointlng_ toa sin.gle brick as
the sum total of construction activity there.
While there are assurances that the Project
would be completed soon and students shifted to
Madurai, it is true that 150 students have already
been impacted by this tardy un.plemengatlon.
Meanwhile, the original issue behind starting Al-
IMS remains unresolved. As per official data, the
doctor-population ratio in the country stands at
1:834, worse in rural areas. It is the role of the
Centre and the State to work together to ensure
that these medical institutions are able to provide
high quality education, and that stud.ents not

. made victims at the altar of federal relations.w{&
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Inless than 2 yrs, 278
_industry experts hired
~as college professors

Fareeha Iftikhar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s higher edu-
cation institutions have
employed 278 professionals and
experts as professors of practice
(PoP) in disciplines such as engi-
neering and technology, heath
sciences, marketing, business
and hotel management, among

others, a survey by University -

Grants Commission has found.
The higher education regula-
tor launched the PoP scheme in
September 2022, under which
higher education institutions
were allowed to hire profession-
als and experts on a contractual
-basis to bridge the gap between
academia and industry..
To understand the reach of
the initiative, the commission
last month conducted a survey
among its 136 affiliated deemed
universities. The top disciplines
where the maximum appoint-
ments have taken place are engi-
neering and technology (87),
health sciences (48), marketing,
business, hotel management
(19), tribal studies (14, biotech-
‘nology, microbiology, biochem-
istry (12), leadership, HR, entre-
hip and innovation (L)
preneurship an ; ts
The remaining appointment
cover a wider range of disci-
plines including pharma, lawi
agriculture, education, !1berg
arts, humanities and social sci-
ences, journalism and communi-

pom—

cation, artificial intelligence and
international studies, even spe-
cialized disciplines such as
sports, networking and dairy sci-
ences, the commission said.
The trend in hiring reflects
the increasing demand for
industry aligned engineering
education, commission chair-
person M Jagadesh Kumar said.
“Professors of practice can pro-
vide invaluable guidance on
emerging technologies, industry
trends, and practical problem-
solving skills to students. They
can also bring their wide net-
work of industry professionals
that may help students with
employment opportunities. They

ccan also bring their wide net-

work of industry professionals
that may help students with
employment opportunities,” he
said. :

The states with highest
€ngagements of such professors
I surveyed universities were
Tamil Nady (93), Odisha (48),
Maharashtra (35), Haryana (32),
and Karantana (29).

“While the top five states have
a higher concentration , the
Temaining states and Union ter-
Itories also demonstrate posi-
twg movement,” Kumar said.
Umon territories and states
Including Delhi (15), Andhra Pra-
desh (10), Rajasthan (9), Telan-
gana (6) and Punjab (5) have also
initiated PoP, appointments, he
said. %\
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A TEACHER LIKE NO OTHER

Mark Lee brought creativity, an inquiring spirit to teaching, life

OOPALEE OPERAJITA

ROGER EDWIN MARK Lee, (1940-2024),
Mark Lee, to the world, was an outstanding
educationist and thinker who served the
Krishnamurti foundations (started by Jiddu
Krishnamurti) in America and India and
taught in its schools for close to six decades.
Lee was a teacher, school principal, school
founder, director (of Oak Grove School,
California), foundation director, and, finally,
a trustee of the Krishnamurti schools; and,
then, of the foundations. If you had to count
the people who were closest to Krishnamurti
on the fingertips of one hand, Mark Lee
would be right there and rather prominent.
It was in the nature of who he was that he
never spoke of, or broadcast, that most vital
personal connection.

Before Krishnamurti passed away, he had
asked Mark Lee to bathe his body prior to his
cremation. To my mind, Mark was the son
Krishnamurti never had. His quotidian life
bore — and radiated — truth, tangible peace,
integrity, and joy, all of which he shared with
his friends, and us, his beloved students.

Lee was my English teacher at Rishi
Valley School when | was eight years old.
He arrived at school close upon the heels of
the departure of our English teachers Hilda
Yarrow, and her sisters, Eva, Edith, and
Mary, of Cornwall, England. | stayed close
to him right until he passed away. Now that
he is gone, the miracle of being taught by —
and remaining in constant contact with —
someone inherently noble in thought, and
deed, bears the stamp of the magical. In the

Mark and I often had
conversations, across the
world, about Krishnamurti,
consciousness, awareness,
love, fear, death, and the
power of silence. He once told
me of a discussion he had
with Krishnamurti about the
overwhelming proliferation
of evil and how we might deal
with it. Mark asked me what I
would do when I encountered
rank evil. My response:
‘Surround it with love’; No,’
Mark replied, ‘surround it
with goodness.’

back of my mind, I had always prepared my-
self for this loss, but no amount of theoris-
ing sets you up for the actual passing. This
is a void beyond all voids — it is akin to
losing a parent.

As a teacher, Mark brought creativity,an
encouraging and inquiring spirit, excellence,
compassion and patience to his classroom.
He introduced us to Miguel de Cervantes,
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and other writers,
when we were eight, and asked me to write
the script for ‘The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner', when | was nine, which was then
produced as a play. During that year, Mark
also asked me to write the script for a puppet
production of Homer’s The Odyssey. Mark’s
style of teaching was noted for its broad
range, commitment to the highest bench-
marks of creativity, kindness, gentle disci-
pline, and attention to —and consciously in-
cluding — students who were shy, and not
academically strong. In the puppet show he
and | collaborated on, the most shy and hes-
itant students participated, and shone — they
had been accorded major roles.

We waited, and waited, each week, to lis-
ten to him read to us from Stuart Little and
then, Charlotte’s Web, in one of Rishi Valley’s
enchanting outdoor classes. We could never
have enough of those readings.

Mark possessed integrity, kindness,
goodness, and an unstinted affection for us
and for almost everyone he met. He was
strikingly handsome, at six-feet-and-five-
inches tall, and the irrepressible warmth he

generated was in proportion to his height.
He had a winsome smile, and was always
accessible across campus — this made us
feel not merely comfortable with him,
but trust him, and hold him close to our
eight-year-old hearts.

It was Mark who repeatedly invited me
to give Odissi dance recitals for Krishnamurti
in California. Those were memorable visits
— I was invited to lunch each day with
Krishnamurti and a few others at Arya
Vihara; and, after lunch, Mark would ask me
to walk back with Krishnamurti.

In large measure, Mark was an embod-
iment of what Krishnamurti spoke about;
and he told me that Krishnamurti himself
was an embodiment of his own teaching.
Mark and I often had conversations, across
the world, about Krishnamurti, conscious-
ness, awareness, love, fear, death, and the
power of silence. He once told me of a dis-
cussion he had with Krishnamurti about the
overwhelming proliferation of evil and how
we might deal with it. Mark asked me what
I would do when I encountered rank evil.
My response: “Surround it with love™; “No,”
Mark replied: “Surround it with goodness.”
That's what Krishnamurti had said to him.

The writer was appointed Distinguished
Fellow at Carnegie Mellon University in 1990.
Sheis also a global advisor on public policy,

. communications, and international
relations, and an Odissi and Bharatanatyam
’S“\\' \ - artist and choreographer
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0S RANKINGS 2024: IIT DELHI AMONG
TOP 50 IN ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY

Institute holds foremost position in country in Civil Engineering,
Computer Sciences, Electrical Engineering and Environmental Sciences

OUR CORRESPONDENT

lhe QS World Univer-
sity Rankings by Subject
2024, announced recently,
placed IIT Delhi among
the top 50 institutions in the world
in the broader subject area of Engi-
neering and Technology with a rank
of 45. The institute is also ranked
among the top 100 world institu-
tions in eight specific subject areas.

In the following five specific
subjects under the broader subject
area of Engineering and Technol-
ogy, IIT Delhi has been included
among the top 100 institutions
in the world: Civil and Structural
Engineering (Global Rank 39),
Mechanical Engineering (Global
Rank 50), Electrical and Elec-
tronic Engineering (Global Rank
55) and Computer Science and
Information Systems (Global
Rank 63) and Chemical Engineer-
ing (Global Rank 86).

In Civil Engineering, Elec-
trical, and Computer Science
Engineering, IIT Delhi is in
the top position in the country

and holds the second position
in Mechanical Engineering and
Chemical Engineering.

Prof Vasant Matsagar, Head
of the Department, Civil Engi-
neering, [TT Delhj, said, “The
institute is in a top position in
Civil Engineering, as today the
department leads not only in the
development of human resources
but also innovating futuristic

* onlyinthe development of human

technologies. The activities

in the department contribute
meaningfully to the develop-
ment of the nation, catering for
the needs of disaster resilience
and facilitating effective climate
action in line with India’s nation-
ally determined contributions
(NDCs) and the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). The department is now

globally recognised as a cen-
tre of cutting-edge research for
the development of sustainable
infrastructure”.

Prof Jayadeva, Head of the
Department, Electrical Engineer-
ing, IIT Delhi, said, “For several
years, the institute has consistently

V' Theinstituteisinatop
positionin Civil Engineering, as
today the departmenteads not

resources but alsoinnovating
futuristic technologies

A . ProfVasant Matsagar,

T Delhi

been in the top position in Electri-
cal and Electronics Engineering,
owing to the leadership shown by
faculty, student placement, well-
cited cross-disciplinary research

in leading areas, substantial
research funding, and the success
of its alumni worldwide”

Prof Prem Kalra, Head of the
Department, Computer Science
and Engineering, IIT Delhi, said,
“The CSE department has earned
recognition for both research and
teaching and has been steadily
growing with its outstanding fac-
ulty members contributing to it.
The department has also received
support from the institute and its

alumni in its progressive journey”.
In the Natural Sciences cate-
gory, IIT Delhi featured among
the top 100 world institutions in
the following two subject areas:
Material Sciences (Global Rank
89) and Environmental Sciences
(Global Rank 100).

At the national level, the insti-
tute is in the top position in the
Environmental Sciences and holds
the third position in the Material
Sciences. The institute also fea-
tured among the top 100 world
institutions in the specific subject
area of Business and Management
Studies with a global rank of 91.

N

T Kanpur & BFI team up

to accelerate healthcare

| Collaboration aims to leverage the instilule’s
expertise to improve public health

OUR CORRESPONDENT

he Indian Institute of Tech-

nology Kanpur (IITK) and

Blockchain For Impact
(BFI) have announced a strate-
gic partnership recently under
the BFI-Biome Virtual Network
Programme to nurture innova-
tions and drive advancements in
healthcare in India. As part of this
collaboration, BFI will support
IIT Kanpur in promoting entre-
preneurial initiatives through the
Startup Incubation & Innovation
Centre (SIIC), IIT Kanpur.

As part of this initiative, BFI
has pledged to allocate over
$150,000 USD across three years
to develop programmes specifi-
cally tailored to healthcare-focused
startups at SIIC, IIT Kanpur. This
collaboration leverages IIT Kan-
pur’s established leadership in fos-
tering entrepreneurship and BFI’s
commitment to advancing bio-
medical research. By combining
these strengths, the partnership
aims to develop impactful solu-
tions that address critical gaps in
India’s healthcare landscape.

“Iam very optimistic about the
partnership between 11T Kanpur
and BFI. This MoU will help us

).
® §"

¢ R

BFI has pledged to allocate
over $150,000 USD across
three years to develop

programmes specifically
tailored to healthcare-
focused start-ups

share knowledge, support startups
effectively, and improve our capac-
ity building efforts,” said Prof Kan-
tesh Balani, DoRA, IIT Kanpur.

This partnership between IITK
and BFI signifies a significant step
forward in advancing healthcare
innovation in India. By bringing
together diverse expertise and
resources, this collaboration
holds immense promise for
improving public health and
ensuring equitable and accessible
healthcare for all.

IIT Madras launches international master’s programme on water security and global change

OUR CORRESPONDENT

and spend at least one semester at

IT Madras has partnered with
two German universities -
RWTH Aachen (RWTH), and
TU Dresden (TUD) - to launch
a new Joint Master’s Programme
(JMP) on ‘Water Security and
Global Change in association with

AIT, Bangkok, and UNU-FLORES.

This programme will enable
the mobility of enrolled stu-
dents among the three universi-
ties. The students will commence
the academic year at [IT Madras

TUD and RWTH, with the flex-
ibility to execute their master’s the-
sis at the university of their choice.
The last date to apply for this pro-
gramme is April 30, 2024. The
classes for the first batch will com-
mence on July 29, 2024.

“As we all collectively move
towards meeting the objectives
and milestones of Sustainable
Development Goals, it is very
important that we develop human
capacity. We instill knowledge in
students, not about a single nation

but about a global perspective
on SDGs,” said Prof V Kamakoti,
Director, [IT Madras.

This programme will provide
students with i iscipli

combine the expertise of all part-

-

¢ 5 _#  ing them with the skills to address

water security challenges and cli-

environment. Indian as well as
international students with speci-
fied engineering backgrounds are
eligible to apply for this master’s
programme. In this programme,
IIT Madras will offer five courses,
TUD and RWTH will be offering
six courses each.

Internships and master the-
ses will be conducted closely with

Y
P
research and studies, empower-

and NGOs. The programme will

mate adaptation realms in a global

governmental agencies,

ner institutes, serving the needs
of regional, national, and interna-
tional stakeholders. It will have a
modular structure that includes a
mobility window for study abroad
and options for specialisations.
Prof Jurgen Stamm, Chair
Hydraulic Engineering, Dean Fac-
ulty Civil Engineering, TUD, said,
“Climate change is well underway.
We need appropriate strategies and
adaptation measures to address the
consequences of climate change
now to secure our future”

INTERNATIONAL INTERDISCIPLINARY MASTER'S

IT Madras offers

several programmes for
international students,
including International
Interdisciplinary Master’s
degree programs (12MP)
exclusively for foreign students.

1T Madras also offers

nine interdisciplinary degrees
exclusively for foreign students
Students from any engineering/
science discipline can apply. In

addition to core and elective
courses in various disciplines,
international students will take
up courses in Indian culture
and basic research skills as well.
The two-year programme
is specially crafted for
highly motivated top-tier
international science and
engineering students interested
in an interdisciplinary master’s

degree. o
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Jamia’s academy with appetite for success ree

Shreya.Ghosh@timesgroup.com

- New Delhi: Jamia Millia Is-
lamia’s Residential Coaching
Academy (RCA) in southeast
Delhi is not just a coaching
centre; it isalifeline for those
under-represented in the bu-
reaucratic echelons. Howe-
ver, the academy is now fa-
cing an acute fund crunch,
according toofficials.

Run by JMI, the coaching
centre is a UGC initiative ai-
= med at bridging the gap by
providing training to more
women, Muslims, SC/STs
and those with disabilities,
thereby enabling better re-
presentation in the civil ser-
vices. The only minority
govt-funded academy that of-
fers such coaching for free, it
= has consistently produced
high-quality results.
According to Prof Abid
Haleem, in charge of the aca-
demy. for the past five vears,
UGC has only partially fun-
ded the centre, resulting in
poor infrastructure and lack
of maintenance.
~In 2018 and 2019, no funds
were given to RCA. In 2020
and 2 full funds were pro-
vided. For 2022, only Rs 57
lakh was reimbursed. Howe-
ver. no funds were received
for 2023. In total, over the past
five years, funding was recei-
ved for only two-and-a-half
years. The non-reimburse-

mentof grantsiscreatingdif-
ficulties; it’s tight to spend on
even basic needs,” said Hale-
em, who is a professor of me-
chanical engineeringat JMI.

When contacted, UGC di-
rector Jagadesh Kumar said,
“Anamountof over Rs 2 crore
has been released to JMI du-
ring the last five years for
RCA.JMI, being a central uni-
versity, is fully funded by UGC
tomeet theexpenditureunder
salary, recurring and capital
assetsheads.”

However, according to Ha-
leem, UGC was supposed to
pay Rs 4.2 crore in the last five
years, but released only Rs
2.27crore. “This creates a defi-
cit of Rs 1.9 crore, which is
half the grant. Moreover, the
grant received has been irre-
gular,” headded.

Officials also said budget
constraints have left the cent-
re in dire straits. RCA has a
single library and the collec-
tion is outdated due to budget
constraints, preventingacqui-
sition of new books, they said.
The library also suffers from
inadequate ventilation and a
shortage of seating, witha ca-
pacity of only 130 seats for the
current student population of
200-plus, they added.

“The library has relevant
material on a variety of sub-

jects but it hasnot beenreple-
nished in the recent past.
This is a barrier in facilita-
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tingstudentaccesstocurrent
and relevant material avai-
lable in the required areas,”
said RCA coordinator Azha-
ruddin Ansari.

Two of the four hostels
lack drinking water facilities
andonly threeof the12-13 wa-
ter coolers are operational,
headded. Often, students end
up going to other hostels for
drinking water. “Some wash-
rooms are unusable, so we
had to get renovation using
our own money,” he said.

There is also a prevalent
issueof bed bugs, shortage of
furniture and absence of po-
wer backup, posing discom-
forttoaspiringcivilservants.

“The old building of the

academy was last whitewas-
hed10yearsago. Butthe walls
are chipping away, some win-
dow panesarebrokenand the
air-conditioning is working
poorly in seminar rooms.
There are power cuts amidst
lecturesand thereisadirene-
edforback-up,” said Ansari.

Sinceitsinception in 2012,
the academy has produced
over300 civilservants. Of the
61 RCA students who appea-
red for the UPSC interview,
Tuesday'’s list showed 31 had
made thefinal cut.

RCA has 10 centres - Del-
hi,Srinagar,Jarmnu,Hydem»
bad, Guwahati, Mumbai, Pat-
na, Lucknow, Bengaluru and
Malappuram. The centres

und crunch

draw upon qualified faculty
with professional orientation
to meet the requirements of
the coaching programmes.
Students are selected on the
basis of an entrance test, fol-
lowed by interview, and are
offered classroom teaching,
which is supplemented and
strengthened by periodic
testsand evaluation.

With 100 seats available
annually, students need to
pay Rs 2,500 per month for fo-
od and accommodation and
Rs1,000 for maintenance for a
rigorous coaching process of
20months, withan intense fo-
cus on main exam prepara-
tion and interview-readi-
ness. Thereareabout 40 guest
faculty members, including
former govt advisors and bu-
reaucrats, at the centre.

Scholarships of Rs 5 lakh
and Rs 10 lakhs are offered to
about 20% of the students,
generally from the weaker
sections, Haleem said. The
university administration,
he added, has been “very
supportive” and the efforts
of the vice-chancellor and
the registrar have been the
“silver lining”.

“Unlike other coaching
centres, we provide a compre-
hensive learning ecosystem.
It'sasharedgoalat the institu-
te; they are helping one anot-
her to turn their weaknesses

~ ')

¢

intostrengths,” said Haleem
-
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Slums to school: Ignited minds script success stories

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Daughter of a ricks-
haw-puller. Nagma Khatoon (9),
who lives in the slums of Keshav
Puram, had no idea what going to
school felt like. She had, of course,
spotted children dressed in school
uniforms. but did not know what it
meant. Nagma, the youngest
amongher fivesiblings, said, “IThad
once seen a man dressed in a khaki
uniform. When I asked my mother
who he was, she told me thatheisa
soldier who fights for the country. I
then thought I would become a sol-
dier oneday, butdid not know how.”
Nagma's family, natives of Bi-
har. moved to Delhialmostsix years
ago. hoping to find a well-paying
job, but luck did not favour them.
Khatoon said that financial strugg-
les were not the only reason she co-
uld not go to school. “The school as-
ked for documents such as an Aad-
haarcardandabankaccountforad-
mission. My parents are illiterate
and found itdifficult toarrangethe-

se documents and, hence, I remai-
ned away from school,” she said.
Nagma’s life changed when she
was spotted by one of the NGO
members of Chetna, which works
for children’s rights. They helped
Nagma's family get the documents
and enrolled her in a school. This
year, Nagma has excelled in Class
II. She says she now knows that she
can pursue her dream of becoming
asoldier and protect the country.
Like Nagma, many other child-
ren have been left out of the educa-
tion system. If given the right sup-
port, they willnot only be able to get
their right to education, but will al-
sobeabletogiveback tothe country.
Another recent newcomer to
school is Danish (10), whose family
also moved from Bihar in search of
work several years ago. Initially,
the family could not get him enrol-
led due to their poor financial state
and also because they did not know
the procedure for admission. “I
wanted to go to school and study
like other children, but due to the
family crisis, I thought that would

Nagma Khatoon (9) and Danish (10) were aided by NGO Chetna in getting enrolled

justremainadream.” Last year, the
NGO also helped Danish’sfamily to
get him enrolled in school.

“As much as I was excited for
school, initially, everything was
difficult. I could not understand
much and found it difficult to study,
but slowly things started to look
better,” said Danish, who has now
topped in Class V. Beaming with
happiness, the boy added, “Idid not
even imagine I would top my class;

now, Inever want to come in second
position in my class.” The young
boynow hasbigger dreams. Hesays
he wants to be a doctor now, only to
provide subsidised treatment to pe-
opleinhis slum and others.

The NGO, in the last few years,
has aided scores of students in get-
ting enrolled. TOI spoke to several
of them about their recent achieve-
ments in school. Stating that many
childreninthecity, especially those

in the slums and living on the stre-
ets, lack the opportunity for educa-
tion, they demanded that authoriti-
esand govtslook into it.

Talking about the NGO's initia-
tive, “Childhood Enhancement
through Training and Action,”
Sanjay Gupta, director of Chetna,
said, “A significant number of
children, primarily from challeng-
ing backgrounds, ended up being
away from schools. Last academic
year, we successfully enrolled more
than 500 children (234 boys and 266
girls) in 34 govt schools across west
Delhi. It's heartening to note that
80% of these children appeared for
annual exams, with six achieving
top positions and others securing a
good performance of 61° to 80%.
This is a clear testament to the
transformative power of education
and proper addressing of life chal-
lenges. This achievement is the re-
sult of collaborative efforts, invol-
ving the DM office, govt schools,
children and parents, working
hand-in-hand to bringabout a posi-
tive change.” >
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After SC order, NMC
tellsmedical colleges to
submit stipend details

AKSHEEVTHAKUR

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

'NEW DELHI, APRIL 17
Following the Supreme
Court’s order, the National
Medical Commission (NMC)
has directed all medical col-
leges and health institu-
tions to submit details of
stipends paid to the medical
interns and postgraduate
resident doctors in the aca-
demic year 2023-24.

The medical colleges have
to submit the details with the
NMC by April 24.

Last year, the Supreme
Court had asked the
National
Commission to look into

the allegation that 70 &%

per cent of medical col-%“’" |
leges are not paying the
mandatory stipend to the
MBBS interns.

An official notification by
the NMC read, “The SC has
directed the NMC to submit
the details of stipends paid to
the medical interns and resi-
dents and accordingly, all
health institutions/medical
colleges are hereby directed
to submit to the NMC the
details of stipend paid to
their UG interns, postgradu-
ate residents and senior resi-
dents for the 2023-24 finan-

Medicarr«\m».—»:o:--:»f-f'%

cial year by April 23, 2024.”

The NMC notification also
added that from the 2024-25
academic year, the details
should be updated on the
website monthly.

Since March, there have
been complaints from sev-
eral medical colleges in
Karnataka about the non-
payment of stipends or
meagre amount being paid
to the PG students.

In March, the Karnataka
Association of Resident Doc-
tors (KARD) took out a rally
in Victoria College and Ban-
galore Medical Col-
Ylege against the

meagre stipends

peing paid to PG students.
Students from a private med-
ical college in Sullia in Kar-
nataka also complained of
non-payment of their month-
ly stipend by their college
authorities. '

As per the National Medical
Commission, PG doctors
must receive Rs 45,000, Rs
50,000, and Rs 55,000 in first,
second, and third years,
respectively. Students in
medical colleges in Karnata- -
ka complain that they have
been receiving only Rs
10,000, Rs 12,500, and Rs
15,000, respectively. ol {\fb
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Gurugram Un|ver5|ty V-C Dinesh Kumar and IICT Hyderabad
|rector Shrinivas Reddy sign an MoU on Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO \

GU chemistry pupils
can intern with ICT

as institutes ink pact

TRIBUNE NEwWS SERVICE

GURUGRAM, APRIL 17

The Gurugram University
(GU) has signed an MoU
with the Indian Institute of
Chemical Technology
(IICT), Hyderabad, run by
the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research
(CSIR), to provide better
internship opportunities for

the students of chemistry

and allied subjects.
Gurugram University
Vice-Chancellor ~ Dinesh
Kumar IICT Director Srini-
vas Reddy signed the MoU
on Tuesday. The VC said
under the agreement, GU
students of chemistry and
allied subjects would be
able to do internships at
[ICT, Hyderabad. For this, a
set of standards (criteria)
have been designed by both

the institutes.

The students would be
selected for internship at
IICT based on these stan-
dards. Vice-Chancellor
Dinesh said experts of both
institutions would guide
students on how to secure a
seat for internship at the
IICT. Students would be
trained to get knowledge on
advanced research tech-
niques at the IICT, V-C
Dinesh added.

Under the agreement,
IICT scientists and GU stu-
dents would work together
in various areas of research
and teaching, including in
guest lectures, faculty vis-
its, access to library facili-
ties, etc. Sarla Balachan-
dran, a senior professor at
GU, said university stu-
dents would benefit from
the agreement between the
two institutions in becom-

ing good scientists. 2 [\%
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DU leads the
St Stephen’s al

HT Correspondents
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union Public Ser-
vice Commission (UPSC)
announced the results of the Civil
Services Examination 2023 with
two Delhi University (DU) alumni
among the top five ranks.

Donuru Ananya Reddy of Tel-
angana’s Mahabubnagar, who
studied at Miranda House, secured
the third rank, while Ruhani (goes
by one name), a Gurugram resi-
dent who attended St Stephen’s,
ranked fifth. Besides them, in Del-
hi-NCR, Noida resident Wardah
Khan, a graduate of Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Khalsa College, secured
the 18th rank.

Meanwhile, Aditya Srivastava
of Uttar Pradesh, Animesh Prad-
han of Odisha, and PK Sidharth
Ramkumar of Kerala secured the
first, second, and fourth ranks
respectively.

The Civil Services Examination,
which recruits officers into the
country’s premier government
positions, such as the Indian
Administrative Services (IAS),
Indian Foreign Services (IFS), and
Indian Police Services (IPS), saw a
total of 1,016,850 candidates apply,
with 592,141 appearing for the pre-
liminary test, and 1,016 eventually
being selected.

For Donuru Ananya Reddy, 22,
from the remote village of Pon-
nekal in Telangana's Mahabubna-
gar district, this was her first
attempt. A graduate in geography

HINDUSTAN TIMES, 17 APRIL 2024

way

umniin top

AR

and Wardah Khan, a graduate of GTB Khalsa College.

from Miranda House, Reddy pre-
pared for the examination from
home, only seeking expert coach-
ing for anthropology in Hydera-
bad.

“Right from my schooling days,
my ambition was to become a civil
servant and serve the society,” she
said, expressing her joy at being
the first person in her family to
enter the Civil Services.

Rubhani, 28, cracked the exam
for the third time — she first
cracked the Indian Economics Ser-
vice (IES) in 2020, and was in ser-
vice for three years before sitting
for the test again in 2023, during
which she was selected for IPS and
posted to Uttar Pradesh. She, how-
ever, continued to persevere and
appeared this year for what was
her sixth and last attempt — and
ranked fifth.

A BA (Economics) student from
St Stephen’s, Ruhani completed
her Master's in Economics from
the Indira Gandhi National Open
University in 2019. “I started pre-

paring in college... I never had
fixed hours for studying,” said
Ruhani.

Break-up of the ranks

This year’s examination saw a
reduction in the number of
women candidates among the top
ranks, with only two in the top five,
compared to last year, when
women made up the top four
ranks. The share of women mak-
ing it to the top 25 ranks also
reduced from 14 to 10 this year.

The educational qualifications
of the top 25 successful candidates
range from engineering, humani-
ties, science, commerce, business
administration, architecture, and
law, with many hailing from pre-
mier institutions such as IITs,
IIMSs, NITs, University of Delhi, and
national law universities.

Of the 1,016 candidates selected
in all, 347 are from general cate-
gory, 303 from other backward
classes (OBC) categories, 115 from
economically weaker section

(From left) Donuru Ananya Reddy, a graduate of Miranda House; Ruhani, a graduate of St Stephen’s;

PTIAND HT PHOTOS

(EWS) category, 165 from sched-
uled castes (SC) and 86 from
scheduled tribes (ST) categories,
respectively.

There are 180 vacancies for IAS
officers, 37 for IFS, 200 for IPS, 613
in group A services and 113 in
group B. Group A includes the
bulk of the bureaucracy’s services
—a list that runs into 16 in all —
while Group B has six, of which
four are Union territory-specific
administrative and police services.

Meet the topper
Srivastava, 26, an electrical engi-
neer from IIT-Kanpur, topped the
examination on his third attempt.
Brought up in Lucknow, Srivas-
tava previously secured the 236th
rank in the UPSC 2022 examina-
tion and is currently undergoing
training as an IPS officer in Hyder-
abad. “It's a proud moment for the
family,” said his father, Ajay
Kumar Srivastava.

For second rank holder Prad-
han, this was his first attempt at

Miranda House,
5 of UPSC

the civil services examinations.
The 22-year-old told HT that the
arduous preparation was in the
midst of caring for his mother,
who had cancer and died in Janu-
ary. “My mother was battling can-
cer till her last moment for me.
She wanted to see me crack UPSC,
but today, when I made it, she is
not here,” he said.

Pradhan isa B Tech graduate in
Computer Science from NIT Rour-
kela, remained focused on his goal.
“If I can achieve success in an
adverse situation, anyone can
achieve it,” he said, emphasizing
the importance of hard work and
dedication.

Two from Noida in top 20
Two Noida residents were among
the top 20 rankholders in Civil Ser-
vices Examination.

Swarmed by relatives, well-
wishers and mediapersons, War-
dah Khan, 24. was beaming with
pride and joy after she learnt that
she secured the 18th rank.

A BCom (Honours) student
from Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur
Khalsa College, Khan worked in
the corporate sector between 2020
and 2021, before quitting her job
and starting to prepare for the civil
services.

Meanwhile, Akash Verma, 29,a
resident of Sector 93, secured the
20th rank Currently in Leh as part
as the training at the National
Academy of Defence Financial
Management Institute, Verma said
this was his fourth attempt. waln
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Court upheld Centre decision to dissolve
Maulana Azad Education Foundation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

he Delhi High Court on

Tuesday upheld the
Centre’s decision to dissolve
the Maulana Azad Education
Foundation (MAEF), which
was set up in 1989 for pro-
moting education among edu-
cationally backward minori-
ties, holding there was no
impropriety or irregularity in
arriving at it.
A bench headed by Acting
Chief Justice Manmohan dis-
missed a PIL by Syeda
Saiyidain Hameed, John Dayal
and Daya Singh and said sev-
eral welfare programmes for
the minority communities are
being carried out devotedly by
the Ministry of Minority
Affairs and it could not be said
that the interest of the minor-
ity communities was being
hampered due to the dissolu-
tion. Maintaining that the
decision to dissolve the MAEF
was “well considered” and in
accordance with the legal
framework, the said it cannot
sit in appeal and examine the
appropriateness of a policy of
the government.
“The decision to dissolve the
MAEF has been duly taken by
the General Body of the
MAEF and this court finds no
impropriety or irregularity in
the process adopted Dby the

U

Lﬂnm m-’)’ﬁ

2

said General Body in arriving
at the said decision,” the
bench, also comprising Justice
Mini Pushkarna, said.

“This Court finds no merit in
the present petition and is not
inclined to interfere in the
considered decision taken by
the respondents. Accordingly,
the present petition is dis-
missed,” the court said.

The petitioners  had
approached the high court
against the February 7 order
of the Ministry of Minority
Affairs which instructed the

MAEEF to carry out the closure
process at the earliest and

submit copy of the closure cer-
tificate issued by the Registrar
of Societies of the Delhi gov-
ernment on completion of all
procedures, as per extant laws.
The Centre had defended its
decision in the court, saying

jurisdiction,

& @ T 8
to KRS UALT um::%i
WATAL t 3 .

MAEF has become “obsolete”
when there is a dedicated
ministry holistically executing
schemes for the benefit of the
minorities.

The ministry’s order was
issued in reference to a pro-
posal received from the
Central Wagf Council (CWQ)
on January 21 to close the
MAEFE

The court had reserved its ver-
dict on the PIL on March 13
after hearing both the sides.

The petitioners had said in
their PIL that the ministry’s
order not only deprived the
deserving students, especial-
ly girls, from availing the ben-
efits of the schemes of the
MAEF but is also without
completely
malafide, arbitrary and a
colourable exercise by author-
ities.  Que|v)
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What made th

ese gi

ris

fall in love with maths?

Imost all dropouts, girls studying at UP's Kastu;ba G:_indhl residential
A mgchgols ha?/e seeg aremarkable turnaroynd in their maths and
science performance after the introduction of corpputer-baseq
learning modules put together by a global foundation. And that's
unlocking dreams these kids never dared to see

Understanding maths and

Maths wasn't my favourite

Maths, science and English

We were told maths is not our

doing well in class have subject till Class V but I've | have become my favourite cup of tea and it's a subject for
given me confidence. discovered an easier way | subjects since | took admission boys. We were also told that
My father beats up my to learn jt. Maths' biggest | atKGBV because of me'v{ay going to school is optlon‘al.
mother. | want to become lesson for me Is that every | they are taught and revisions T'oday, | feel only education can
an IPS officer to stop this problem has a solution inthe computer lab liberate us from poverty
—Laxmi| 13 ~Bhumi| 11 —Kavita| 12 —Jasmine| 14
Isha Jain & Ayantika Pal
, oing well in the maths exam
| was a eureka moment. The fi-
/ nal frontier was conquered,
- #" but it meant much more.

Laxmi (13), who barely went to school
because she wanted to protect her moth-
er from her father’s beatings after he
got drunk, saw it as validation of her
desire to become a cop and stop domes-
tic violence.

Jasmine, who couldn't recite numbers
fluently during her entrance for the
sixth standard, is the school head girl
in the eighth. The reticent girl is help-
ing her classmates not just with their
denominators and square roots but also
walking them through MS Word
Bhumi, put to test early in life when
her father passed away, sees herself as
a problem solver. She wants to become
amaths teacher because “maths teach-
esus every problem hasa solution, both
in academics and in life".

Kavita, fascinated by epaulettes, be-
lieves she can wear one too - from
barely getting a chance to study till the
fifth. She has three favourite subjects
- maths, English and computers.
Sanya, who lost her mother in a train
accident, wants to become a lawyer to
help untangle complex legali-

ties and paperwork that she

has seen people around her

being troubled by.

The turnaround

For many girls in UP’s Kas-
turba Gandhi Balika Vidya-
layas (KGBV) - residential
schools from classes 6 to 8 for
youngsters from the poorest
of families - a love for maths
and science has unfolded in
recent years. For these
schools, UP govt has intro-
duced computer-based aca-

bers and tables on walls and boards,
which she learnt to read and recite flu-
ently Today, as head girl, she takes
charge of the assembly and computer
class and helps other students with dif-
ficult concepts. She even monitors their
assignments,” says Singh.

The KGBV course module, put to-
gether by Khan Academy in a project
that Tata Trusts is also collaborating

My family thought

erly. In the initial days, we wrote num-

from 60-65 to 90-95. “ We started comput-
er-based maths modules in 2021 and
science assessments in 2023. Perfor-
mance in science has also improved,”
she adds.

Ofien, in villages, she says, even go-
ing toschool is difficult for girls because
campuses are far away and there's no
transport. “Families consider it unsafe
for girls to travel to school. That's why
Kasturba schools are so convenient,”
Rathi explains.

wasn't 2 subject for girls

wnchan Vierme, DG, school education

demic modules that supple-
ment classroom teaching.
These modules, on a par with teach-
ing methodology at any frontline
school, were easy to understand. For
someone like the Gautam sisters - Jas-

mine (1) and Akansha (13) - who fal
tered at baske questions. because they
had never been taught any subject prop-
erly, learning went from something to
fear to something 10 have fun with

Atmany KGBVs, there has been an
Improvement in studonts nnual exam
scores For example, the
age of wirls i mathy
hubad (Lucknow) weng [rom 25, in 2021
1080%% 1n 2022 and 100% {1y 2025,

Phe ransition rate 10 class 9 shows
that many g1els remain 1y the oducatlon
watem after cearing KGRy, gy, 22021
and 252122, the ansition me w1
10 he 2022 2V sessbon, W rose 10 07,

242 s many things
W swere I mathe 1 not aur cup of
tea ot 1w ubjec g oy, We wer
al o told that polng g, hool s option
Al ays danmine, v

1 bepins her day
e Nalthabad sohool 4t fan i the
computer 1ab, whon: she ad bt winteg
SUCCE 00 the iy worksheet
Poddas Fteel onty education ¢ an 1w
MW o

VCHY e )

ARANSDCCays all she conlg g Iy
Aot mathe L e T was o count
o 11

Now, 1 knopw ¢ wonal num
bt anid b plicatiog o
she ndids T he ster 4y from il
K (Lo the )y Olund wern
Tor adimisston ater o USRI
e ot tollow WERGHVS
Wotlen Neelimn Iih Gy Jasimine
had no confiden, . nd barely spoke
When she 100k adin s fon n e o|xih
She couldn't esen ecite nunbers prop

! monomals

with, 1s broken down into 70120 skills
(topics) that students can learn and
practise through lessons, exercises and
quizzes. Aligned with the UP-state cur-
riculum, the
maths content is
generated in
Hindi. Accord-
ing to assess-
ment data, 24.5%
girls have gained
proficiency inat
least 36 skills
while 19% girls
have mastered
more than 18
and less than 36
skills,
Kanchan
Verma, director
general of
school educa-
tion (UP), says,
We havo been
trying to incul
cate sclence und
mathematics
Interest in girls and enhance their op
tions for STEM courses through the
simple and digital course module,
which clarifies basic concepts

What are KGBVs?

KGBVs are residential schools meant
for girls from weak and disadvantaged
sections from rural areas, particularly
dropouts, orphans, and those with single
| or working parents.
They were started in 2004-05 to bridge
‘ gender and social gaps in education-
ally backward blocks. Among their key
objectives are to enhancing the female
literacy rate and retaining girls in school
Admission happens through an enrol-
ment camp where applicants take tests
of Hindi, English and maths. Based on
performance, they are categorised into
two levels - the higher-ranked ones in
Aand the others in B. After admission,
KGBVs conduct a 3-6-month bridge
course to bring these girls on a par
with Class VI curriculum. Girls who still |
lag are given remedial classes,
KGBVS are now being upgraded to ‘
Class XII. There are 746 such schools
across the state. Computer-based
l learning modules have been intro- ‘

duced in all of them, |

Diviya, the teacher-in-charge at
KGBV Jewar, and Madhurima Srivas
tava, mentor teacher for the programme
for Lucknow, have the same answer to
what the biggest change has. been - pro-
ficiency in maths, yes, but even better,

amindset change
Diviya cites her own example. “Sci-
ence always fascinated me, especlally
blology: In 2007, when 1 cleared high
school, there was only one BSe college
nearby. My family was aguinst my ag
mission because [t was a co-ed college
and they thought selence wasn't a sub.
Jeet for gitls. They allowed me (o attend
clusses regularly only during exams
The restof the year, T prepared on my
OWN,” She says. “Seeing

dert Bl AUKGBY get an oppor:

tunity to explore maths
and science this way is
heart-warming *
Srivastava hopes the
gender gap seen in STEM
courses in higher educa
tlon will narrow and KG
BVswillhelp play a role in
It “For these marginal
Ised pirls, this programnie

¢'s o fear.
Mindset
Laxmi. who i from Nagla in Dadri
Block of Gaution Bodh Nagar has start

e thinking abwout public service com
misdon exams, encoraged not just by
Improved maths scores but also her

iy 4 ray of hope because
the predominant beliet st in the socto
economic tackground they come from
I that maths ts 1ot for 4 subyeet tor
S says SardtSingh senor
“lonal at the baste edueation depart
MW has Witessed the RGHY
DOREIm |

e s ineeption

Sraspot Enghish Tused to be anvdd of
Fnghishand maths she <os - Lwant Beyond KaBys
police ot ALY oMt s¢ UR Iy cxpanding 1he [e——

I mother ont o
ity

Tanu (14), who studies

Wi modules wmaths, A selenee

WO sexvundany sehouls (Clisses IX

HRGBY XTI L0 0 by with From the amt
Dantatr, o et W s ot 2 sesston. 1wy} ey art rolling thes
DeEyuanger siswees make s o e school modules oy

100 T ant o bevome a poliee ofllevt

S0 that nobody I my Vil
ol

ey,
i s my sisters

Swall Rathi, who is in charge of
RGBY Dankiur in Gaotam Budh Nogar
(Notda), say s
hihest scores

I the Last three years,
I math have inervased

O students i upper prt
Y SChoul (Ol «

Rajeanding 1 1), ¢
MDAnie I Moo, proudly declares she
! he topper ad her KGBY “1t has
Chuged ny te,” sy the weenager, w
s hieeyes seton college The suby

he wants w study.
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shirt was soaked in blood |

Wah Jamia! 3l aspirants acade

Shreya.Ghosh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Youngsters from
marginalised communities
canaspiretobecomecivilser-
vants at Jamia Millia Islami-
a’s Residential Coaching
Academy (RCA) in southeast
Delhi. On Tuesday, the coa-
ching academy celebrated
the success of 31 of its stu-
dents in one of the toughest
exams in the world — the
UPSC Civil Services Exam —
with the 2023 result showing
an increase of eight over the
previousyear. Sinceitsincep-
tion in 2010, RCA has provi-
ded free coaching to students
from the SC, ST and minoriti-
es communities and women.
Of the 71 RCA students
who appeared for the UPSC
interview, Tuesday’s list sho-
wed 31 of them had made the
final cut, 11 of them women.
Nausheen, who secured a
high all-India rank of ninth,
had the best performance
among them. The elated 24-
year-old, who hails from UP’s
Gorakhpur and is a graduate
of DU’s Khalsa College, said,

“Iam overjoyed that inmy fo-
urth attempt I cleared the ex-
ams. My parentsalwaysenco-
uraged metodream big.Iowe
alot tothem.” Her father is in
govt service and her mother,
ahomemaker.

After her interest in the ci-
vil services was spurred at
DU, it was at RCA that her
aspiration found a firm foun-
dation. “Despite my own do-
ubts, I relied on the free coa-
ching at RCA. Amid rigorous
study sessions, thementoring
of seniorsattheacademy also
proved immensely helpful,”
said Nausheen, who read sci-
encefiction asastress buster.

Jharkhand native Prerna
Singh, 28, ranked 271st, atten-
ded Delhi Public School and
earned a bachelor’s degree
in sociology from Miranda
House. She then pursued a
postgraduate degree in soci-
al work at Jamia. Previously
employed as an HR professio-
nal at Vedanta, she returned
to Ranchi to undertake onli-
ne coaching. She attempted
the UPSC exams three times
before finally succeeding in

Of the 71 RCA students who appeared for the UPSC interview, 31 made

!
TIMES OF INDIA, 17 APRIL 2024
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the final cut. Nausheen (on the right) secured an AIR of ninth

the prelims in the fourth try.
She then prepared for the
mains and interview at RCA.

Singh shared, “The pre-
paration at RCA was unpa-
ralleled. Meeting fellow aspi-
rants, access to top-notch fa-
cilities and receiving unwa-
vering support of the staff
fostered a peer-group lear-
ning environment that signi-

ficantly helped me.”

In her childhood, Singh'’s
father, a govt veterinary doc-
tor in Jharkhand, inspired
her with tales of civil servi-
ce. After his premature de-
ath, hiswordslingered in her
consciousness. She said resi-
lience was important in
cracking the civil services
exams. “I was consistent, de-

NAUSHEEN SAYS

| am overjoyed that in
my fourth attempt |
cleared the exams.
My parents always
encouraged me to
dream big. | owe a lot
to them

rd
dicating 7-8 hours daily to
studies. I managed stress
through meditation and
walks and found solace in old
Bollywood songs.”

Abid Haleem, Jamia pro-
fessor in charge of RCA, told
TOI, “We have an all-India
test for admission followed
by interviews in 10 cities. We
give preference to students

nig;élear UPrPsC

from weaker sections of soci-
ety and prioritise those who
are serious and driven. Itisa
rigorous processatRCA with
classes and regular test seri-
es. Senior students mentor
the newcomers, and psycho-
logists and counsellors are
also available. Our library
operates 24/7, and there are
seminar rooms where stu-
dents, especially girls, can
study whenever they want.”

Haleem said coachinglas-
ted for 16 months. RGC was
initially aUGC initiative, but
it stopped funding in 2018-
2020. “Even now, we don’t ac-
cept funds from our alumni,”
said Haleem. “The students
only pay for food and accom-
modation. Preparing for the
UPSC exam is not like pursu-
ingadegreeand unlike other
coachingcentres, we provide
a comprehensive learning
ecosystem.”

Heasked those whohadn'’t
cleared the civil service ex-
ams not to be discouraged.
“My advice to them is not to
btle disheartened and to have a
Plan B,” said the profpssor.

S =
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Pick 6 VCs from list given by
state govt: SC to Bengal guv

New Delhi: SCon Tuesday di- the list sent by the state govt.
rected West Bengal governor The Trinamool Congress govt
C V Ananda Bose, whoisalso inthestateisinvolved inarun-
the chancellor of state- ning feud with Bose

run universities, to ap- g | over how the state’s uni-
point six suitable per- |~f = versities should berun.
sonsasvice-chancellors @S- Hoping for an ami-
from alist of candidates = ' cablesolutiontothetus-

provided by the state [ _ | sle, the apex -court
government. “Let these £ «# 5 bench said it may con-
six beappointed immediately.” sider settmg up a search com-
Attorney general R Ven- mittee later to shortlist candi-
kataramani, appearing forthe dates for appointment as vice-
chancellor,apprised SCthathe chancellors in the remaining _
has approved six names from state-run universities. PTLSA\ M
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