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G
en. Mohammed Reza Zahedi
was one of the top
commanders of the Quds
Force, the overseas arm of

the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC). A veteran of the Iran-Iraq war
and a former con�dant of Qassem
Soleimani, the Quds Force chief who
was assassinated by the U.S. in
Baghdad in January 2020, Gen. Zahedi
was in charge of the IRGC’s operations
in Lebanon and Syria. On April 1, Gen.
Zahedi, his deputy Gen. Mohammad
Hadi Haj Rahimi and Gen. Hossein
Aminollah, along with a group of IRGC
�gures, were in a consular annex of
Iran’s embassy in Damascus. The
purpose of their visit was a meeting
with members of the Palestinian
Islamic Jihad. What the Generals did
not know was that their movements
were being tracked by the Israelis.

Gen. Zahedi and his comrades were
killed in an air strike on the embassy
compound, which Iran and Syria
immediately blamed on Israel. For
Iran, the killing of Gen. Zahedi was a
body blow. He was the seniormost
military �gure who got killed by enemy
�re since the assassination of Gen.
Soleimani. Since the October 7 Hamas
attack on Israel, Iran has lost several
IRGC commanders in Israeli strikes in
Syria. After the killing of Gen. Sayyed
Reza Mousavi in Syria in December,
Iran had carried out missile strikes in
Iraqi Kurdistan, claiming that it
targeted a base operated by Mossad.
But that did not stop Israel from
targeting IRGC commanders further.
After the killing of Gen. Zahedi, the
Islamic Republic is now under
pressure to respond. 

The rise 
The IRGC, or Sepah-e-Pasdaran, was
one of the earliest revolutionary
institutions decreed by Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini after the 1979
revolution that brought down the
monarchy of Shah Mohammed Reza
Pahlavi. One of the main objectives of
the Pasdaran was to preserve the
revolution and the
theocratic-constitutional system
Khomeini and his followers built. The
revolutionaries were wary of the

loyalty of Iran’s regular Army that was
commanded by royalists until the
revolution. They wanted a �ghting
force that was completely loyal to the
clergy. So they went on to build one.
Khomeni described the Guards as “the
soldiers of Islam”. “Wherever you be,
guard yourselves against the self in you
and from all the Satans around you,”
he told Pasdaran after the group was
founded.

The Iran-Iraq war of 1980-88 would
transform Pasdaran into a powerful
�ghting force. The participation of
ideologically driven Guards in the war,
which ended in a cease�re after both
sides su�ered heavy casualties, laid the
ground for the IRGC to emerge as the
most in�uential wing of the regime.
Today, the IRGC and Iran’s regular
military (Artesh) operate as two
parallel armed wings of the regime.
While Artesh and the police force are
entrusted with protecting the
country’s territorial integrity and
order at home, Pasdaran’s primary
responsibility is the protection of the
revolutionary regime. With a military
wing, an overseas operational unit
(Quds Force) and a civilian voluntary
organisation (Basij) at home, the
IRGC’s operations overlap with the

regular service forces. But, under the
direct command of the Supreme
Leader, the Guards have the resources
and capability to in�uence the
direction of the foreign and security
policies of the regime more than any of
its other wings. 

The IRGC has some 1,90,000
trained soldiers under its command,
roughly half the size of Iran’s regular
forces. The Guards have an Army,
which is spread across Iran’s 31
provinces, an air force and a navy. Of
these, the IRGC navy, which patrols
Iran’s maritime borders, including the
strategically critical Strait of Hormuz,
which connects the Gulf to the Gulf of
Oman that opens into the Arabian Sea
and to the Indian Ocean, is considered
a very powerful unit. 

At home, the Guards have made it
clear on a number of occasions that
their loyalty is towards the clerical
establishment. They have deeply
penetrated into di�erent institutions of
the regime and have stood against
reformist politicians in the past,
especially Mohammed Khatami, Iran’s
President from 1997 to 2005. Abroad,
the Guards’ responsibility is to
neutralise the revolution’s enemies
and expand the regime’s in�uence. Its

most elite wing perhaps is the Quds
Force ( Jerusalem Force), which has
been tasked with this duty. 

Though the Quds Force was
formally established in 1988, Pasdaran,
from its early days, had been
operational in other parts of West Asia.
During the Iran-Iraq war, the Guards
set up a dedicated intelligence wing
called ‘Department 900’ for its
overseas operations. The department
was later merged into the Special
External Operations Department, and
after the war, the Quds Force was
formed. As its name suggests,
“liberation of Muslim holy places from
occupation” is one of the mandates of
the Quds Force. From its inception, the
IRGC has dedicated resources and
energy to build Shia networks across
West Asia. An Islamic Resistance group
was founded in Lebanon after the
Israeli invasion of the country in 1982,
which later became Hezbollah, Iran’s
most powerful non-state ally in West
Asia today.

Axis of resistance
The Quds Force rose to prominence
under Gen. Soleimani, who
commanded the force from 1998 until
his death in 2020. When the U.S.

invaded Iraq in 2003, the IRGC helped
span Shia resistance against the
occupying troops, which resulted in
the death of hundreds of American
soldiers in Iraq. When the Syrian civil
war broke out, the Guards
immediately dispatched its troops to
Syria, �rst under the pretext of
protecting Shia holy sites in the
country, and then to �ght the regime’s
enemies. The Guards, along with the
Russians and Hezbollah, played a
critical role in turning around the civil
war in favour of the regime of
President Bashar al-Assad. Iran today
supports a host of Islamist militia
groups in West Asia, which is broadly
called the ‘axis of resistance — there
are Hamas and Islamic Jihad in the
Palestinian territories; Houthis in
Yemen, Hezbollah in Lebanon and
various Shia mobilisation brigades in
Iraq and Syria. And if the axis has a
command centre, which is the IRGC,
that is being commanded by Maj. Gen.
Hossein Salami. The U.S. has
designated the IRGC as a terrorist
entity. 

If the civil war helped Iran deepen
its in�uence in Syria, it also escalated
the shadow war between Israel and
Iran. Israel sees Iran as the source of
all security challenges it faces in West
Asia, and it seems determined to roll
back Iran’s in�uence at least in its
immediate neighbourhood. But for the
Guards, the support for the militias is
an essential part of their military
doctrine. 

When the Guards look at the region,
they see an Iran surrounded by rivals —
across the Gulf, there are Sunni
monarchies that are American allies;
on the borders of Syria and Lebanon,
there is Israel, the ‘Little Satan’; and
the U.S., ‘the Great Satan’, has
thousands of troops and advanced
weapons in several bases spread across
West Asia. Beyond the Gulf waters,
American warships and aircraft
careers are moving freely. 

To overcome the conventional
security challenges in the region and
protect the revolution, Pasdaran has to
�ght asymmetrically through the
proxies. Yet, the proxy battles of the
Guards have brought the Islamic
Republic to the brink of an open war
with Israel.

Guardians of the revolution
IRGC

Iran’s elite military wing, which has helped the Islamic Republic spread its in�uence across West Asia through a network of militias, is under pressure 
as several of its top commanders were killed by purported Israeli air strikes in Syria in recent months 

Stanly Johny THE GIST
�

Established in 1979, in the

immediate aftermath of the

revolution, the IRGC's primary

responsibility is to preserve the

revolution and protect the

regime

�

Today, the IRGC has some

1,90,000 trained soldiers under

its command, roughly half the

size of Iran’s regular forces

�

The Guards have an Army,

which is spread across Iran’s 31

provinces, an air force and a

powerful navy, which patrols

Iran’s maritime borders,

including the Strait of Hormuz

F
or someone hailing
from a political fa-
mily who took to

part-time politics initially
life has come full circle for
Kalvakuntla Kavitha within
a span of just 10 years.
From getting elected to
Parliament with a hand-
some majority on her de-
but attempt to losing the
next election and then get-
ting elected as an MLC and
ending up in Tihar jail on
the charges of an economic
o�ence, she has seen it all.

Central government
agencies that investigate
the controversial Delhi li-
quor policy case accuse
her of having links to a
‘south lobby’ that made
unlawful gains from the
Delhi government’s liquor
policy. Ms. Kavitha, the
daughter of former Telan-
gana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao (KCR),
however, remains
unperturbed.

A software engineer by
profession, Ms. Kavitha
worked for a few years in
the U.S. before returning to
the country in 2006 with
plans to enter politics. She
joined the movement of
statehood for Telangana,
spearheaded by KCR, the
founder of the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS, now
known as Bharat Rashtra
Samithi, or BRS). 

She founded the Telan-
gana Jagruthi, a cultural or-
ganisation a�liated to the

TRS, to work for the ‘cultu-
ral awakening’ of the re-
gion in the same year. The
organisation struck a cultu-
ral chord with the people
of Telangana by organising
mass celebrations of ‘Bath-
ukamma’, a festival of �ow-
ers, being celebrated in the
region.

After Telangana got
statehood in February
2014, Ms. Kavitha took a
plunge into electoral polit-
ics. She contested to the
Lok Sabha from Nizama-
bad and won. She later be-
came the honorary presi-
dent of the Telangana
Boggu Gani Karmika Sang-
ham, a trade union in Sin-
gareni Collieries Company.

She tasted defeat in the
2019 Lok Sabha election,
but within a year, she en-
tered the legislative council
from the Nizamabad local
authorities’ constituency.
While being a member of
State Legislature, she con-
tinued to maintain her
links in Delhi, established
during her MP tenure from
2014 to 2019, which appa-
rently helped her play a

role in ‘helping the south-
lobby”, as alleged by the
Enforcement Directorate
and the CBI.

Political vendetta 
Both Ms. Kavitha and her
party have denied the
charges and termed her ar-
rest in the liquor policy
case part of the BJP’s ven-
detta politics against the
parties which refuse to toe
its line. The defeat of the
BRS in the 2023 Assembly
elections has precipitated
the matter in the liquor
policy case. She was impli-
cated by some other ac-
cused who were arrested. 

The ED arrested her on
March 15, after including
her in the case as a wit-
ness. She was arrested by
the CBI in the same case on
April 11.

The BRS slammed the
BJP government for the ar-
rest and the Congress for
its ‘double standard’. The
Congress had slammed the
arrest of Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal in the
case and termed it political
a witch-hunt, while Telan-

gana Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy and other
Congress leaders from the
State supported the arrest
of Ms. Kavitha in the same
case, the BRS said. “How
can a national party have
two stands — one at nation-
al level and the other at lo-
cal level — on the same is-
sue?” BRS senior leader
and former Minister T. Har-
ish Rao said.

Interestingly, BRS MLA
Kadiyam Srihari, who is
now with the Congress,
had led a protest on March
16 against Ms. Kavitha’s ar-
rest, terming it undemo-
cratic and a conspiracy
hatched by the BJP to hit
the morale of the BRS and
target KCR politically
ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections. After joining the
Congress, Mr. Srihari
changed his opinion. He
now says the BRS’s graph is
coming down because of
corruption allegations
against its leaders, and that
he had no other way left
but to join the Congress
“for the development of
my constituency”.

Irrespective of what’s in
store for her in courts in
the coming months, it’s a
testing time for Ms. Kavitha
as well as the �rst family of
the BRS. She says she
would come clean as a
pearl as she has done noth-
ing wrong. It’s time for her
to prove her critics wrong,
as the BRS is still struggling
to recover from the As-
sembly election defeat. 

Under the shadow
Kalvakuntla Kavitha

The daughter of former Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao says she is being

punished by the BJP for her party’s de�ant political positions 

B. Chandrashekhar
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n Viktor Orbán’s land,
dissent wears a new
look. It has a winsome

voice, a familiar face and a
turbulent tread — one that
promises to break barriers
that have constricted Hun-
garian politics. “Step by
step, brick by brick, we are
taking back our homeland
and building a new coun-
try, a sovereign, modern,
European Hungary,” the
challenger declares. 

This is Péter Magyar, a
lawyer, and until recently,
a relatively unknown go-
vernment insider. Now, he
is an opposition �gure, vy-
ing to be on the frontlines
of Hungarian politics. His
challenge: to dismantle the
regime of Mr. Orban’s Fi-
desz Party.

In the past month, the
43-year-old has led two ral-
lies — the biggest political
demonstrations in years —
with hundreds of thou-
sands of supporters pour-
ing into Budapest’s central
Kossuth Square. There, Mr.
Magyar announced his
candidacy for local elec-
tions and upcoming Euro-
pean Union polls in June
under the TISZA (Tisztelet
es Szabadsag, or Respect
and Freedom) party. This
political out�t is pitched as
a convergence of the left
and the right, a ‘legitimate’
choice between the Fidesz
party and the “ine�ectual”
opposition. 

Until recently, Mr. Ma-

gyar’s social capital crafted
his reputation. The lawyer
was known for his mar-
riage to Mr. Orbán’s popu-
lar ex-Justice Minister Judit
Varga. The two were mar-
ried for nearly a decade;
Ms. Varga served as an ad-
viser at the EU Parliament
while Mr. Magyar held dif-
ferent positions on state
boards. The couple, with
their three children, were
framed in the media as a
modern nuclear family. 

The former government
insider blew the whistle on
Mr. Orbán’s government in
February, triggering what
analysts termed the biggest
political crisis during the
Prime Minister’s 14-year
rule. The series of events
unspooled thus: Mr. Ma-
gyar resigned from the
board of the state-owned
MBH Bank, publicly lam-
basted “the reign of cor-
ruption” and published in-
criminating tapes on
Facebook on how the go-
vernment ‘controlled the
Hungarian justice system’. 

The government has dis-
missed Mr. Magyar as an

opportunity seeker look-
ing for fame in the after-
math of his divorce. But he
seems unperturbed. 

Mr. Magyar’s emergence
in Hungary’s political land-
scape quells several con-
cerns for the Hungarian
public. The Fidesz party
has since 2010 taken on a
right-wing, illiberal charac-
ter, transforming Hungary
into a “hybrid regime of
electoral autocracy,” ac-
cording to the European
Parliament. 

Centrist promise 
In contrast, Mr. Magyar’s
politics is a challenge to Mr.
Orban’s “power factory".
His centrist promise is tar-
geted to reach out to peo-
ple across the political
spectrum. He also vows to
build a more civil foreign
policy that maintains rela-
tions with both the EU and
NATO. Mr. Magyar’s former
status as a government in-
sider carries some favour
among voters, who will
head to national polls in
2026. His �rst interview on
February 12 with Partizán

has more than 2 million
views. By mid-March, al-
most 68% of Hungary’s vo-
ters had heard of Mr. Ma-
gyar, and 13% said they
were likely to support his
party (making it the third
most popular out�t in the
country). 

Mr. Magyar has separat-
ed himself from the main-
stream Opposition land-
scape. On April 7, he
challenged Mr. Orban and
Opposition leader Ferenc
Gyurcsány to a three-way
debate. “Everyone knows
that the three sides are in
fact two,” he wrote, con-
�ating the ruling and oppo-
sition sides as ‘morally def-
icient corrupt’ polities. 

Some, however, are
sceptical of the Magyar
phenomenon. The govern-
ment’s dominance and a
weak Opposition sparked
an expectation for a “mes-
siah”, but it was unlikely
that Mr. Magyar was that
chosen one, election ana-
lyst Róbert László told The
Guardian.

On Instagram, Mr. Ma-
gyar’s recent post is cap-
tioned with the words of A
Tisza, a poem by the Hun-
garian revolutionary �gure
Sándor Pető�: “like a ma-
niac just freed from chains,
the Tisza rushed in rage
across the plains”, ready
“to swallow up the whole
wide world”. 

A comment addressed
to Mr. Magyar reads: “You
are the Tisza who breaks
the barrier.” 

The Orbán challenger 
Péter Magyar

The former government insider is organising mass rallies in Hungary challenging 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s ‘power factory’ 

Saumya Kalia
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The heated race for the 10
April general elections
in South Korea ended
with a landslide victory

of the opposition bloc against
President Yoon Suk Yeol’s gov-
erning People Power Party
(PPP). The election outcome is
a setback for Yoon as it would
significantly impact his remain-
ing three years in office. With his
PPP securing only 108 out of 300
seats in the National Assembly,
Yoon is poised to be relegated to
the status of a lame-duck presi-
dent.

The main opposition Dem-
ocratic Party of Korea (DPK)
clinched a landslide victory in
significantly outperforming its
rival, the conservative ruling
PPP. The victory solidifies the
position of the liberal party and
establishes an even larger oppo-
sition-dominated Assembly for
the next four years. The DPK
managed to win 175 seats out of
300. Broken down, this works
out as 161 constituency wins
plus 14 proportional representa-
tion seats secured by its satellite
party, the Democratic United
Party (DUP). 

The PPP obtained a total of
108 seats, including 18 gained
through proportional represen-
tation by its satellite party, the
People Future Party (PFP). This
marks the third consecutive vic-
tory for the main opposition
DPK, following the general elec-
tions held in 2016 when it was
the main opposition and 2020
when it was the ruling party.

The Rebuilding Korea Party
(RKP) is a minor progressive
party launched in March. Led by
former Justice Minister Cho
Kuk, it secured 12 seats through
the proportional representation
system. This marked a success-
ful debut in its first election.
Among other minor parties, the
Reform Party led by former PPP
leader Lee Jun-seok obtained
three seats, the Saemirae Party,
headed by former DPK Chair-
man Lee Nak-yon, and the Jinbo
Party, secured one seat each. 

The opposition parties col-
lectively secured over 190 seats.
It was close to the exit poll fore-
cast of 200 seats for the opposi-
tion bloc. The voter turnout
this time hit a 32-year high at 67
per cent.

Had the exit poll forecast of
200 seats come true, President
Yoon’s power would have been
substantially
clipped as it would
have neutralised
his veto power. Yet
190 is not a small
number as the
broader opposi-
tion bloc can still
exert collective
power over Yoon
through concerted
legislative action. 

The opposi-
tion still shall have
the ability to fast-
track bills, short-
ening the deliber-
ation process,
thereby making
plenary voting fas-
ter than that of other bills. For
this, they would need support
from at least three-fifths of the
total Assembly members. With
the support of 180 lawmakers,
they can halt a filibuster, a pro-
cedural delaying tactic often
used by politicians.

What does this resounding
victory by the opposition bloc
mean for Yoon’s political future?
Not only does it hint at a bleak
future for Yoon, the win also
boosts prospects of the DPK
chief’s next presidential bid. 

The elections this time were
considered as a critical referen-
dum for Yoon, who is approach-
ing his two-year mark in office
in May 2024. With this defeat,
Yoon becomes the first-ever Pre-
sident in Korea’s current presi-
dential system, established in
1987, to face an opposition-con-
trolled Assembly throughout his
entire five-year term which
began in May 2022.   

There could also be more
risks of legislative setbacks to

the government’s budgetary and
policy agendas. The RKP by se-
curing 12 seats at its debut and
openly speaking against Yoon
government’s “prosecutorial
tyranny” now could play a criti-
cal role in legislative matters and
parliamentary votes.

Taking responsibility for his
party’s loss, the PPP’s interim

leader Han Dong-
hoon announced
his resignation. As
a political novice,
Han had assumed
the role of the
PPP’s interim
leader in De-
cember 2023 after
stepping down
from the post of
justice minister.
He had no option
than to apologize
to the people for
falling short of
public expectati-
ons. His plans re-
main unknown at
the moment, tho-

ugh he remains committed to
the promises made to the pub-
lic. The Yoon government’s di-
minished standing coinciding
with the birth of an unprece-
dentedly massive opposition
bloc signals a resounding mes-
sage. Yoon needs to have the
grace to accept the election out-
come as a stern judgment and
referendum on both himself and
the PPP. Hereafter, he needs to
redouble efforts towards mean-
ingful change.As an immediate
measure, Yoon pledged to initi-
ate sweeping reforms within the
presidential office by announc-
ing a significant reshuffle of his
staff. However, Yoon himself
should start first to change peo-
ple’s perception that his appro-
ach to governance is unilateral
and rooted in an authoritarian
style of leadership. 

People feel that he is an
uncommunicative leader. After
this defeat, Yoon needs to learn
the lesson and embrace collabo-
ration with opposition parties to

garner their support in address-
ing the challenges facing the
country.         

With the PPP chairman Han
Dong-hoon already having
resigned, assuming responsibil-
ity for the election defeat, Prime
Minister Han Duck-soo and
presidential secretaries also
expressed their intentions to
resign. This will escalate an in-
house standoff between pro-
Yoon members and those on the
other side.

With Yoon’s reputation
having nosedived because of a
perceived faulty governance
style, coinciding with the oppo-
sition’s brute majority in the
Assembly, South Korea’s politics
is likely to plunge into a period
of extreme uncertainty. It is
imperative for all the political
parties to adopt a cooperative
and accommodative approach
irrespective of political differ-
ences and join hands to make
concerted efforts for national
unity. Besides serious foreign
policy issues, there are many
domestic issues that need to be
addressed and resolved. Con-
certed efforts are needed to find
proper solutions to the econom-
ic issues that transcend the
political and ideological stand-
off. Other critical issues are solu-
tions to a low birth rate and an
aging society. Medical, educa-
tion and pension reforms also
need urgent attention. To
ensure sustainable growth of the
nation and address all such
issues, what is needed is inter-
party cooperation in a harmo-
nious manner.     Yoon has
another three years in office. He
needs to make an extra effort to
change his own style of gover-
nance and thereby bring in
change in peoples’ perception,
while humbly accepting the
election defeat. Yoon needs to
keep in mind that he and his
party will surely face the same
fate in the forthcoming presi-
dential and general elections
unless they usher dramatic
change in the approach.

When the basic pact that
holds society together is
crumbling ~ which
appears to be happening

worldwide ~ wild rumours and con-
spiracy theories proliferate. Even, or
especially, when the message is obvi-
ously nonsensical, it can evoke deep-
seated fears and prejudices.

A perfect example of this, which I
have noted previously, occurred in late
August 2023, when a priest known as
“Father Anthony” ceremoniously dou-
sed holy water on a 26-foot-tall statue
of Stalin in Russia’s Pskov region.
Though the church had suffered dur-
ing the Stalin era, he explained, “Than-
ks to this we have lots of new Russian
martyrs and confessors to whom we
now pray and are helping us in our
motherland's resurgence.” This logic
is just a step away from claiming that
Jews should thank Hitler for creating
the conditions that allowed for the
state of Israel. If that sounds hyperbol-
ic, or like a bad joke, consider that
some Zionist extremists close to the
Israeli government openly advocate
exactly this position.

To understand the success of such
perverted argumentation, we should
first note that, in developed countries,
unrest and revolts tend to explode
when poverty has ebbed. The protests
of the 1960s ~ from the soixante-
huitards in France to the hippies and
Yippies in the United States ~ unfolded
during the golden age of the welfare
state. When people are living well, they
come to desire even more.

One must also account for the sur-
plus enjoyment that social and moral
perversion can bring. Consider the
Islamic State’s recent attack on Crocus
City Hall in Moscow, in which 144 peo-
ple were killed. What some call a ter-
rorist attack, others call an act of arm-
ed resistance in response to the mas-
sive destruction wrought by the Russ-
ian military in Syria. But whatever the
case, something notable happened
after the attack: Russian security forces
not only admitted to torturing the sus-
pects whom they had arrested; they
publicly displayed it.

“In a graphic video posted on
Telegram,” writes Julia Davis of the
Center for European Policy Analysis,
“one of the detained had his ear cut off
and was then forced to eat it by one of
his interrogators.” No wonder some
Israeli hardliners look to Russia as a
model for dealing with arrested Hamas
members. Russian officials did it not
just to deter potential future attackers,
but also to give pleasure to fellow
members of the tribe. “I never expect-
ed this from myself,” writes Margarita
Simonyan, a Russian propagandist
who heads the state-owned media out-
let RT, “but when I see how they are
brought into the court crooked, and
even this ear, I feel extremely satisfied.”
Nor is this phenomenon confined to
Russia. In Tennessee, some lawmak-
ers want to restore public hangings
(from trees, no less) for those who
receive the death penalty.

Where do such acts end? Why not
just bring back the premodern prac-
tice of publicly torturing alleged crimi-
nals to death? More to the point, how
can “normal” people be brought to the
point where they would enjoy such
sadistic spectacles? The short answer
is that it requires the unique power of
some kind of mythic discourse, reli-
gion, or poetry. As the reluctant Nazi
fellow-traveller Ernst Jünger explained,
“Any power struggle is preceded by a
verification of images and iconoclasm.
This is why we need poets ~ they initi-
ate the overthrow, even that of titans.”

With which is incorporated 
The Englishman ~ Founded 1821
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Top-down politics

The BJP under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership has undergone a significant transfor-
mation, reminiscent of the era when Indira Gand-

hi wielded unparalleled influence within the Congress
party. The parallels drawn between Mr Modi’s ascen-
dancy and Mrs Gandhi’s dominance raise pertinent
questions about the consequences of such concentrated
power. Mr Modi’s overwhelming popularity has eclipsed
that of his own party, with slogans of “Modi, Modi,
Modi...” reverberating through rallies and gatherings.
This cult of personality mirrors the aura that once sur-
rounded Mrs Gandhi, emphasising the shift towards
leader-centric politics within the BJP. Unlike the era of
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, where unease simmered within
the party ranks over the emergence of a personality cult,
Mr Modi's supremacy is largely unchallenged. The RSS,
which traditionally held sway over the BJP’s ideological
direction, now finds itself sidelined, unable to dictate
terms to a leader who commands unwavering loyalty
from the masses. 

However, this consolidation of power around Mr
Modi raises questions about the BJP's long-term trajec-
tory. The erosion of internal dissent and the centralisa-
tion of decision-making within the hands of a few indi-
viduals risk stifling the diversity of voices within the
party. Furthermore, the rise of a centralised power
dynamic under Mr Modi’s leadership may alienate
grassroots workers and regional leaders who have long
been the backbone of the BJP’s electoral machinery.
The sidelining of these key stakeholders in favour of
top-down decision-making could lead to disillusion-
ment and resentment within the party ranks, potential-
ly fracturing the cohesive fabric that has propelled the
BJP to electoral success in the past two decades. Fur-
thermore, the BJP's ideological coherence appears to
be wavering in the face of opportunistic alliances and
ideological inconsistencies. While Mr Modi maintains a
cautious stance on contentious issues, such as the treat-
ment of minorities, outspoken leaders within the party
often espouse polarising rhetoric, blurring the lines of
the BJP's true ideology.

The influx of defectors from other parties, some of
whom bring with them questionable moral and ethical
baggage, challenges the BJP’s longstanding claim to ide-
ological purity and integrity. The prioritisation of politi-
cal expediency threatens to undermine the party’s core
values and alienate its supporters. In the short term, Mr
Modi’s popularity may overshadow these internal fis-
sures, as evidenced by the BJP's electoral successes. His-
tory serves as a cautionary tale, with the parallels
between Mr Modi and Indira Gandhi offering valuable
insights into the potential pitfalls of personality-driven
politics. While Mr Modi may navigate the present chal-
lenges with astuteness, the true test lies in his ability to
safeguard the BJP’s distinctive characteristics and navi-
gate the party through turbulent waters without com-
promising its soul. So far, he seems to be doing fine,
with the ranks of those offering him muscular support in
the public space swelling by the day. But it is the future
that his well-wishers, and those of the party, should be
concerned about.

Wake-Up Call

In an era marked by a perpetual struggle for democ-
racy, the recent findings of a comprehensive study
shed light on a disquieting reality: global scepticism

regarding the fairness of elections and a disturbing incli-
nation towards strong, undemocratic leadership. This
revelation, while unsettling, serves as a clarion call for
introspection and action. At the heart of this discon-
certing narrative lies a fundamental question: are dem-
ocratic institutions fulfilling their mandate? The answer,
according to the International Institute for Democracy
and Electoral Assistance, is a sobering “no.” The study,
spanning 19 countries and encompassing diverse socio-
political landscapes, underscores a pervasive sentiment
of disillusionment among citizens regarding the integri-
ty of electoral processes. From the bustling streets of
Brazil to the vibrant democracies of India and the Unit-
ed States, doubts linger like an ominous cloud over the
sanctity of the ballot box. What drives this scepticism? It
is a multifaceted confluence of factors ranging from alle-
gations of electoral malpractice to the erosion of trust in
political institutions. In an age where disinformation
proliferates unchecked across digital platforms and
where populist rhetoric often eclipses substantive
debate, the bedrock of democracy trembles under the
weight of doubt. Furthermore, the allure of a “strong
leader,” unencumbered by the constraints of parlia-
mentary democracy, poses a grave threat to the very
essence of democratic governance.

But amidst this gloom, there exists a glimmer of
hope ~ a beacon of resilience embodied by the collective
will of citizens yearning for a more just and equitable
society. The study serves as a wake-up call, compelling
us to re-evaluate the foundations of our democratic sys-
tems and to fortify them against the encroaching tide of
authoritarianism. It is incumbent upon policymakers,
civil society, and ordinary citizens alike to heed this
call to action ~ to champion transparency, accounta-
bility, and inclusivity in our electoral processes. Fur-
thermore, the study underscores the imperative of eco-
nomic prosperity as a linchpin of democratic stability. 
In a stark indictment of current economic paradigms,
only a minority of citizens across surveyed nations
believe they are faring better economically than their
parents. This economic disillusionment, coupled with
political disenchantment, creates fertile ground for the
proliferation of authoritarian ideologies. The study is a
reminder that democracy is not a static entity but a liv-
ing, breathing organism that requires constant nurtur-
ing and vigilance. 

The findings serve as a sobering reminder of the
fragility of democracy in the face of global challenges.
They underscore the imperative of collective action in
safeguarding the principles of transparency, accounta-
bility, and inclusivity upon which democracy rests. As
we navigate an uncertain future, let us heed the lessons
of the past and stand united in defence of democracy,
for it is not merely a political system but a beacon of
hope for a better tomorrow.

Setback for Yoon
Vol. CXXXXXVIII  15 (S)

With Yoon�s reputation having nosedived because of a perceived faulty governance

style, coinciding with the opposition�s brute majority in the Assembly, South Korea�s

politics is likely to plunge into a period of extreme uncertainty. It is imperative for

all the political parties to adopt a cooperative and accommodative approach

irrespective of political differences and join hands to make concerted efforts for

national unity

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, The latest World Inequality
Lab report says that India’s top
one per cent of the population
holds 40.1 per cent of the nation’s
wealth. 

The Billionaire Raj headed by
India’s wealthiest few is now
more unequal than the British Raj
headed by the colonial forces.

Such a huge and wide gap in 
economic wealth in India is
likely to facilitate disproportion-

ate influence on society and gov-
ernment.  

Rising inequality will lead to
slower poverty reduction, under-
mine the sustainability of eco-
nomic growth, compound the

inequalities between men and
women, and drive inequalities in
health, education and life chan-
ces. The continued rise of eco-
nomic inequality in India is a
clear result of policy choices.  

Governments can start to
reduce inequality by rejecting
market fundamentalism, oppos-
ing the special interests of pow-
erful elites, and changing the
rules and systems that have led to
where we are today. 

Robust reforms must be
implemented in such a way that
money and power are redistrib-
uted to level the playing field. 

There are two main areas
where changes to policy could
boost economic equality ~ taxa-
tion and social spending. India
has committed to attaining the
Sustainable Development Goals
by 2030 and to ending extreme
poverty by that year. 

But, unless we make an effort
to first contain and then bridge
the gap between levels of extreme
inequality, ending extreme pover-
ty will remain a pipe-dream.

Yours, etc.,
Ranganathan Sivakumar,

Chennai, 10 April.

JALLIANWALA

SIR, As another Baisakhi festival
approaches on 13 April, Indians
in general and Punjabis in partic-
ular will feel pained as the day
coincides with the tragic Jallian-
wala Bagh massacre in Amritsar
a century ago. 

The Government of India
must press upon the British gov-
ernment to tender an official and
formal apology for this worst-ever

incident which involved killing of
thousands of innocents in a
closed compound.  

Although this gruesome
killing of thousands by the British
has been condemned the world
over, there has never been an
official apology from the British
government. An official apology
will act as a salve to the old
wound of Indians. 

Yours, etc., Vandana,
Chandigarh, 12 April.

Yawning   gap
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RAJARAM
PANDA

The writer is former Senior
Fellow at Pradhanmantri
Memorial Museum and

Library, New Delhi

No barbarism
without poetry

STIFLED

SIR, As a long term reader of The Statesman, there are three fea-
tures in the newspaper that I always look forward to. The “100
Years Ago” column presents fascinating snippets from the past.
Then there are The Statesman’s editorials which are balanced,
informative and elegant. 

And last but definitely not the least, is the “Letters to the
Editor” section, containing as it does a cross-section of diverse
viewpoints that enable us to access the perspectives of fellow
readers.

However, the space given to the Letters sections has been
shrinking of late. Quite often I find just a single letter printed on a
particular day. I hope The Statesman will extend the space
assigned to the Letters section as this the only platform for your
readers to voice their views, concerns and complaints.

Yours, etc., L Gopalakrishnan, Kolkata, 11 April.
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NOW AND AGAIN

ACROSS

1 Original form of

Covid 19 not yet

found  (12)

9 He�s good at

balancing Telegraph

puzzles with IT work

(9,6)

10 The other half of

Dutch budget (7)

11 Not a drunken

follower of Falstaff

but the opposite 

(7)

12 Wally�s clothing for

golf hotel after dark

(5)

14 For good measure,

not married with new

partner (9)

18 Lance Armstrong at

the front � he�d set

about it to go first

(9)

21 Rugby club women as

an afterthought (5)

22 Line of sunbeam

reflected in Earth 

(7)

24 Bishop�s fitting takes

place before mass

religious ceremony

(7)

26 One talking carelessly

with fellow freedom

fighter leads to the

inevitable gallows

(15)

27 Squat maybe located,

it�s said, without

planning (5-7)

DOWN

1 Eggs swell with

sulphur settling to

the bottom 

(5)

2 Critic to ban

mechanisation in

farming? (9)

3 �Special One� recruits

Doherty�s left and

Bale�s right foot 

(7)

4 Meet a reporter to

describe upcoming

work in theatre 

(7)

5 Heartlessly

xenophobic about a

parting alien? Just so

(5)

6 Family bathed in

almost continuous

lights (9)

7 You might be asked

to come up and see

these electronic

items around college

(8)

8 Short acting lesson

made shorter 

(4)

13 New church to

accommodate

singers of Jerusalem,

where East meets

West? (9)

15 Tree as regularly

picked (3)

16 Young hare makes

for dead trees? 

(9)

17 With joyous heart,

Middle-easterner is

climbing Mecca 

(8)

19 Deer getting frisky

with sun bears 

(7)

20 Polish alternative

government to

deliver alternative

speech (7)

22 Saul of Tarsus reveals

place of conversion?

(4)

23 It gives instruction to

stop parliament

ignoring children 

(5)

25 Plant having

branches pollarded

(5)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9

10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26

27

CROSSWORD

T R I C K S P A T I E N C E
U H U O A Q O

A M B I T I O N M O U S S E
M M T T B I T

N Y M P H S O L O T H U G
L O U A M

S T U B B O R N R U B B E R
W L S I L R

S E X I S T N O N S E N S E
N N C O E

S T U D A N T E F L U S H
Y N U R H A E

J O K E R S U N A F R A I D
N S E M N V Z

T E N S E S U P D E A L E R

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292750

JORGE HEINE

I
t has long been held that
embassies should be treated as
“off-limits” to other nations. Yet
in a single week, two govern-

ments – both long-established
democracies – stand accused of vio-
lating, in different ways, the laws sur-
rounding foreign diplomatic missions.

First, on 1 April 2024, Iran’s
embassy in Damascus was bombed,
presumably by Israel, killing several
high-ranking commanders of the Quds
Force of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps. Then, on April 5,
Ecuadorian police forced their way into
the Mexican Embassy in Quito to arrest
a former vice president of Ecuador who
was seeking political asylum.

Both actions have led to claims of
international law violations and accu-
sations that the Vienna Convention,
which establishes the immunity of
diplomatic missions, was contra-
vened.

As someone with a fair amount of
knowledge of embassy life – I have
served as Chile’s head of mission in
China, India and South Africa and
coedited The Oxford Handbook of
Modern Diplomacy – I believe the two
incidents are of greater concern than
much of the international community
appears to be viewing them.

Contrary to the famous quip
from late businessman and presi-
dential  candidate Ross Perot,
embassies are not just “relics of the
days of sailing ships.” Rather, in an
increasingly complex world where
geopolitical conflict, mass migra-
tions, pandemics and climate change
require careful and stable diplomatic
management, any incidents that
erode the sanctity of embassy rules
could have serious negative conse-

quences. In short, they make for a
more dangerous world.

Of the two recent incidents, the
Iranian embassy bombing is the more
serious, as it involved the loss of life
and resulted in warnings of retaliatory
attacks.

Yet, Western countries, leaders of
which often voice concern over
upholding the so-called “rules-based
order,” have been reluctant to con-
demn the act.

It was notable that the three lib-
eral democracies on the U.N. Security
Council – the United States, the Unit-
ed Kingdom and France – all refused
to condemn the strike on Iran’s
embassy when the issue came up
before them.

Israel, while not officially acknowl-
edging responsibility, argued that the
Iranian ambassador’s residence was
not really a diplomatic venue but “a
military building … disguised as a civil-
ian building.” As such, to Israel it was a
perfectly legitimate target.

But by this logic, nearly all
embassies would be seen as fair game.

Almost by definition, the vast
majority of embassies – particularly of
the larger countries – are populated
with significant numbers of military
and intelligence personnel. To suggest
that for that reason embassies should
lose their diplomatic immunity and
become legitimate targets for armed
attacks would bring the whole edifice
of the Vienna Convention crashing
down. And with it would come the
structure on which worldwide formal
diplomatic interactions are based.

The case of Ecuador, though less
serious because it did not involve loss
of life, is a bit more complex and
demands some unpacking.

At the centre of the diplomatic
spat between Ecuador and Mexico is

former Ecuadorian Vice President
Jorge Glas, who served four years
behind bars following a 2017 convic-
tion on corruption charges.

Glas is now facing trial on differ-
ent charges, prompting his December
2023 application for asylum at the
Mexican Embassy. Mexico accepted
the request and conveyed this to the
Ecuadorian government.

The latter justified its decision to
send police into the Mexican embassy
on the grounds that it believes Glas
cannot be granted political asylum as
he is a convicted felon.

There is some basis to this claim:
Under the Organization of American
States’ Convention on the Right to
Asylum of 1954, political asylum can-
not be given to convicted felons
unless the charges behind such con-
viction are of a political nature.

But at the same time, Article 21 of
the Vienna Convention states that
diplomatic missions enjoy full immu-
nity and extraterritoriality, meaning
the host government does not have the
right to enter an embassy without the
authorization of the head of mission.

Ecuador argues that Mexico
abused its diplomatic immunity, leav-
ing it no option other than to send
police in. Yet, here a crucial distinc-
tion needs to be made.

Diplomatic immunity and the
extraterritoriality of foreign missions
are bedrock principles of the Vienna
Convention. Political asylum is a sep-
arate matter that should be handled
on its own.

As such, if the Ecuadorian gov-
ernment considered Glas not to qual-
ify for political asylum, it could have
attempted to legally block the move
or refuse safe passage for the asylum-
seeker to exit the embassy and leave
the country. Mexico would have

strong grounds to counter such meas-
ures, however, as according to the
Convention on the Right to Asylum of
1954, it is up to the asylum-granting
state to decide whether the case is
politically motivated.

Regardless of the merits of the
asylum case, sending in the equiva-
lent of a SWAT team to storm the
embassy represents a deliberate vio-
lation of diplomatic norms.

There is a long history of Latin
America politicians seeking asylum
who spent many years holed up in
embassy buildings because govern-
ments would not grant them safe pas-
sage – the most notable being Peru-
vian leader Víctor Raúl Haya de la
Torre, who spent five years at the
Colombian Embassy in Lima.

Yet, with a few exceptions, not
even in the darkest hour of Latin
America’s military dictatorships in the
1960s and 1970s were police permit-
ted to storm into embassy buildings
to arrest asylum-seekers.

And this highlights what makes
Ecuador’s actions especially worri-
some. Precisely because of Latin
America’s problems with political
instability and a tradition of military
coup, the laws surrounding political
asylum and diplomatic immunity are
necessary. Undermining the Vienna
Convention in the way Ecuador has
risks setting a precedent that other
governments might be tempted to fol-
low.

Political asylum in Latin America
has traditionally worked as a safety
valve, allowing deposed leaders to get
themselves out of harm’s way.

Weakening the diplomatic struc-
tures in place supporting asylum will
make the handling of democratic
breakdowns more difficult. It also
risks exacerbating regional disagree-

ments. We are already seeing this with
Mexico breaking relations with
Ecuador as a result of the embassy
raid.

Of course, embassy violations are
not unprecedented. Guatemala’s dic-
tatorship attacked the Spanish
Embassy in Guatemala City in 1980,
killing several asylum-seekers, includ-
ing a former vice president. And
Uruguay’s military government sent
security forces into the Venezuelan
Embassy in Montevideo in 1976 to
arrest a left-wing militant who had
sought asylum, leading to the break-
down of diplomatic relations between
the two countries.

But those events in the relatively
distant past were widely and rightly
condemned at the time as the product
of authoritarian regimes with little
regard for international conventions.

The comparatively relaxed inter-
national attitude to the embassy vio-
lations by Israel and Ecuador reflects,
I believe, a failure to grasp the signifi-
cance of eroding diplomatic immuni-
ty and norms.

As global challenges increase,
embassies and their representatives
become more important, not less so.

If the takeaway from the two lat-
est embassy incidents is that the pro-
tection of diplomatic premises can be
secondary to whatever is politically
expedient on any given day, then it
will be of great detriment to the man-
agement of international relations.
Diplomacy will become much more
difficult.

And given the enormity of the
challenges the world faces today, that
is the last thing any country needs.

(The writer is Interim Director of the Frederick
S. Pardee Center for the Study of the Longer-
Range Future, Boston University. This article
was published on www.theconversation.com)

Embassy violations
cast a long shadow

DEVENDRA SAKSENA

T
he present elections, with their
underhand machinations, din,
cacophony and unrestricted use of
hate speech, and where women

are often the targets or perpetrators of
such speech, brings to mind my mother’s
experience with elections in the 1940s.

My father had just been posted as a
young munsif at a small town in eastern
United Provinces (now Uttar Pradesh). My
mother, a young bride, had come to her
husband’s place for the first time. For a girl
brought up in a cloistered atmosphere,
coming to grips with what was expected
of an officer’s wife was not easy. For exam-
ple, she had to call on the District Judge’s
wife, an Englishwoman.

Timidly, my mother went to the
Judge’s place. To her relief, my mother
found that the English lady was a motherly
woman, quite proficient in Urdu, the lin-
gua franca of United Provinces. Soon it
was time for tea, a moment my mother, a
strict vegetarian, dreaded. As my mother
was looking for an excuse to wriggle out,
the Englishwoman took my mother to her
vegetarian kitchen, operated by a high
caste cook – meant specially for guests like
my mother.

The high point of my mother’s stay
were the elections to the Provincial and
Central Assemblies. Recently, women had
been allowed to vote, but the small town
where my father was posted had no
women officials, and hardly any educated
women. In these circumstances, the col-
lector made my mother, wife of the jun-
ior-most officer, in-charge of the women’s
voting booth. Voting rights were restricted,
only educated and propertied persons
were allowed to vote. So, my mother’s
booth had only six or nine voters.    

On Election Day, some peons from
my father’s office set up the voting booth.
After some time, the voters, wives of offi-
cers or local notables, arrived – on bug-
gies and palanquins. All voters and the
election in-charge were well known to
each other. So, a leisurely picnic lunch
and much talk preceded the casting of
votes. After voting for the Congress, and
promising to meet again soon, the ladies
dispersed, for more mundane pursuits.
Since all votes had been cast, the election
booth was wound-up, and my mother
also headed home.

One sincerely wonders why present-
day elections cannot be held in the same
spirit of goodwill and bonhomie. 

PITIFUL WIVES 
Occasionally, it comes home to me

that living is a very dreary business for
some women. One realizes that, all
through England, there are hordes of
women who are trying to amuse them-
selves, and pass away the days that seem,
to some of us, to go with such alarming
swiftness. I am not alluding, in priggish
fashion, to the women who fill the theatres
and the fashionable restaurants, and rush
from night club to night club, and lead, in
general, the idle and luxurious life. Moral-
ists are always telling us that these are not
true amusements, and that no one really
enjoys them. But I am quite sure that no
one would so fatigue themselves unless
they really liked to do so. And, after all,
enjoyment is not a concrete thing; if you
believe you are enjoying yourself you are
doing so, however foolish your occupation
may be.

But the women I speak of are - like
Queen Victoria - "not amused," but unlike
the august lady, they wish to be so. And
yet they lack the inner forces that would
help some to find diversion on a desert
island. All this passed, through my mind
the other day, when a women, casually
met at a party, spoke in this wise :-

"Some men," she pronounced, "are so
selfish. I always feel so sorry for the poor
things whose husbands are given up to
golf. Golf widows, I always call them!"  (she
really said it !) ''I know lots of women
whose husbands play golf every week-end,
and just leave them to themselves, never
think of asking what they would like to do;
just consider themselves." And more in the
same strain, so that I was made to picture
the poor little wife, sitting forlorn at home,
house-bound, just because her cruel hus-
band liked knocking a silly little white ball
into bunkers and things.

When I suggested that, surely, most
women have some friends and occupa-
tions of their own, and were not entirely
dependent on the good-will of husbands,
the dear lady said solemnly, "Many of
them are taking up Bridge, to pass the
time."

LORD
WOOLAVINGTON'S
HORSE TO RUN
LONDON, APRIL 11

FRED DARLING, trainer of the Derby
favourite, Lord Woolavington's "Tom
Pinch," to-day said that the report that the
horse would not run, owing to foot trouble,
was without foundation.

Rumours concerning the condition of
"Tom Pinch," which have been in circula-
tion recently, were brought to a head this
morning, when it was reported in some
quarters that he would not run owing to
foot trouble. Darling, when shown the
report, issued the above denial.

Women and the vote

100 YEARS AGO
POLITICAL DIARY  KALYANI SHANKAR

High-stakes contests in Karnataka
T

he southern State of Karnata-
ka is preparing for the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections, a
momentous event. It will

unfold in 28 constituencies over two
phases on April 26 and May 7. The rul-
ing Congress and the BJP-JD(S) are in
a fierce battle. Past elections have left
an indelible mark on Karnataka's
political landscape, and this election
has the potential to do the same,
marking a pivotal moment in the
state's history.

The election is a high-stakes con-
test between the Congress and the
Bharatiya Janata Party-Janata Dal
(Secular) alliance. While it is symbolic
for BJP's re-entry, the Congress aims
for a significant win, targeting 20 out
of 28 seats. The Modi-led NDA is eye-
ing a clean sweep.

The election's outcome carries
significant implications, potentially
shaping the future of ministers and
their families. More importantly, it
has the power to shape the lives of the
people of Karnataka directly, influ-
encing the policies and governance
that will impact them.

The polls hold significant stakes
for all three parties. The BJP is striving
to snatch Karnataka, a key part of its
strategy to consolidate its regional
power. On the other hand, Congress is
fighting to safeguard the future of its
government. The JD(S) views this
election as a battle for survival.

The BJP's campaign centres around
Prime Minister Modi and his decade of
achievements while highlighting the
Congress's perceived failures. It is also
promoting its pan-India agenda. On the
other hand, the Congress is focusing on

leading among SCs, STs, and Muslims. It
has implemented five essential poll
guarantees to address specific issues or
concerns of the region's voters, demon-
strating its commitment to their welfare.

The BJP is trying to win the sup-
port of the Lingayats and Vokkaligas,
two influential communities in Kar-
nataka politics. The Lingayats are influ-
ential in northern Karnataka, while the
Vokkaligas have more control over the
Old Mysore regions. Congress, a cen-
trist-left party, is focusing on getting
votes from Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Muslims.
SCs and STs live throughout the State,
with a higher concentration in the
Kalyana-Karnataka region.

With its rich political history, Kar-
nataka has been a stronghold of the
Congress party for many years, even
when other states did not support it.
This historical significance is evident
from the victories of Indira Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi, who both won
seats in Karnataka. It has produced

influential leaders such as
Veerendra Patil, Devaraj Urs, and R
Gundu Rao who have shaped Indian
politics.

To win Karnataka voters, the
Congress government implemented
five key poll guarantees that were
promised last year. These promises,
made during the election campaign,
were designed to address specific con-

cerns of voters. They included initia-
tives such as free bus rides for women,
increased funding for education, and
job creation.

The BJP faces this election based
on Modi's ten years of achievement.
The PM has toured the State several
times and campaigned for BJP candi-
dates. The party has also kept former
chief minister Yediyurappa on its side
by humouring him.

Three pre-poll surveys predict
conflicting results for Karnataka's
upcoming elections. Edina predicts
Congress will win 17 seats, and the
BJP-JDS alliance will bag 11. News 18
forecasts NDA will win 25 seats, Con-
gress only 3. India Today Group pre-

dicts NDA will win 24 seats with a 53
per cent vote share. The INDIA
alliance is expected to secure only
four seats with a 42 per cent vote
share.

The BJP and Congress are taking
every step in Karnataka to win maxi-
mum seats. This is a strategic shift
from the 2019 polls when Congress
and JD(S) were allies. The BJP's move
aims to secure the Vokkaliga vote in
Old Mysore and tilt the election in its
favour.

The BJP has fielded a top cardiol-
ogist, a member of the Mysuru royal
family, and an ex-chief Minister
among its candidates. The Congress
has many ministers' relatives, and
these candidates can impact the
result. It has taken a risk by fielding
family members of mighty politicians,
thus playing into the narrative of
dynastic politics.  

Rebel candidates from both par-
ties could upset the overall outcome.
For instance, senior leaders like for-
mer chief Minister Veerappa Moily
needed to be given the seats they
sought.

The 2024 election is crucial for
both parties. Since the BJP formed its
first government in 2008, the toppling
game has been ongoing, with money
playing a significant role in luring leg-
islators to shift loyalties.

The voters must decide whether
to vote for the Congress, as they did in
the Assembly polls, or promote the
BJP, which previously ruled the State.
Undoubtedly, the disenchanted peo-
ple who previously voted for the BJP
might prefer the Congress, but the
BJP has its own set of loyalists.








