
What could be more
important than
love? Nothing like

love to make life that much
more meaningful and
worthwhile. It imbues it with
that extra and special mean-
ing. Things become that
much more precious because
you have this person in your
life. And because she/he is
there, life is truly worth liv-
ing and you want things to
be as close to perfect as
possible. Even when one is a
positive thinker with a pos-
itive outlook on things, love
makes it infinitely more so.
Love is truly a many splen-
doured thing. It changes
everything. Like every time
there is a world shaking or
life changing invention. This
is akin to that. It makes the
world go around. When you
hear music you think of the
other person. You think of
how it would be without her
and how lucky you are that
she is there. How beautiful
that she is there. It works the
same way in other art forms.
Cinema becomes compelling
because of the love story or
sometimes the love triangle,
a novel creates empathy and
becomes a page turner
because you want to know

what happens to the love
interest, a painting – the
nubile nude lying there lan-
guorously might be your
lover. Opera of course has it
as its life blood. It makes the
rainbows more intense and
the clouds more ethereal –
fleecy white clouds scattered
at random, the sky more
azure blue.
A fundamental human need
is not to be alone. Which is
why solitary confinement is
such a feared punishment.
And love provides the most
special companionship of
all. You get up in the morn-
ing and you know the other
person is there in your life.
To complete it. To make the
sunsets and the dawns more
beautiful.
You live not just for yourself
but also for another human
being who is not your par-

ent and in a different way.
Everything you do you think
of its implication for the
other person too. Your per-
spective changes as does
your thinking and way of
relating.
The downside is the devas-
tation that follows when one
leaves the other which both
thought could never happen,
not so long ago. Or even the
parting for a little while. You
miss the other one so much.
It’s hard to breathe though
you may have been perfect-
ly happy before. Half the love
songs are about the longing
for love. The longing for the
loved one when she is not
there. No bigger muse than
separation for poems and
creativity. 
Falling in love fundamental-
ly changes your life and is a
coup de foudre when it is at

first sight. “Would you
believe in a love at first
sight? Yes, I’m certain that it
happens all the time. What
would you do if I turned off
the light, I can’t tell you, But
I know it’s mine…” as the
Beatles sang. Love, the
essence of life's beauty, infus-
es existence with profound
significance. It elevates
moments, rendering them
precious with the presence of
a cherished companion. 
Love, akin to a revolutionary
invention, alters perspec-
tives, making every aspect of
life vibrant. It intertwines
with art, music, and litera-
ture, enriching them with its
essence. Love fulfills the
innate human need for com-
panionship, making each
sunrise more meaningful.
Yet, its departure brings pro-
found sorrow, amplifying
the ache of absence.
Nonetheless, love's impact is
undeniable, transforming
lives with its enchanting
magic, whether through
enduring bonds or fleeting
encounters. Love, indeed,
remains life's most extraor-
dinary treasure.

(The writer is an author
and and entrepreneur;

views are personal)
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dates sponsored by Imran Khan's party,
Tehreek-e-Insaf, are at the forefront.
It is difficult to predict how many indepen-
dent candidates who won with the PTI's
support will stick to their positions and for
how long. This is also the opportunity to
demonstrate their loyalty. This is why
Nawaz Sharif is advocating for democra-
cy and urging all parties to work togeth-
er. He also mentions valuing the achieve-
ments of independents. Undoubtedly, sus-
tained military engagement in Pakistan, as
well as a steady deterioration in democra-
tic ideals, have weakened Pakistani 
democracy.

Abhijit Roy | Jamshedpur  
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Sir — The legendary off-spinner from
Tamil Nadu, Ravichandran Ashwin did a
lot of hard work and reached a stage as a
striking force. Generally, spinners mature
with age and Ashwin displayed his variety

in bowling to a great measure and foxed
the English batsmen in trouble straight-
away. 
His knack for getting left-hand batsmen
wickets is unique and he has maximum
scalps of lefties in test cricket. His wicket
of Stokes at Hyderabad was a gem of a
delivery. Despite a lion-hearted show with
both the bat and ball, he received inade-
quate recognition for his manifold achieve-
ments. Ashwin's mesmeric spells with the
ball have at times camouflaged his superb
work with the bat. It is a tribute to
Ashwin's skill and application to various
aspects of the game that he has lasted so
long despite tough competition. Now he
is on the verge of completing yet another
milestone of 500 test wickets in his long and
illustrious career as an all-rounder.

Jayanthy Subramniam | Mumbai
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Sir — Year 2023 was the hottest year ever.
At the same time, due to the monsoon this
year, the rainfall was also much less than
the average. In Maharashtra, this had a spe-
cial effect. Many districts in Maharashtra
could not reach the average rainfall.
Maharashtra has the highest number of
dams in the country. But most of the dams
could not be filled. So this year in sum-
mer its effect is being felt in many places.
Water shortage has started in many vil-
lages. This year, the effect of El Nino will
be felt till June. It is predicted that it will
end after that.
Recently, two world organisations have pre-
dicted that El Nino, which affects the
weather and rainfall around the world, has
started to weaken. By August, La Nina con-
ditions may develop.  Indian meteorolo-
gists have predicted that this year's rain-
fall will be better than last year's. This news
was recently read that most of India
depends on monsoon. 70 per cent of India's
annual rainfall comes from the southwest
monsoon. Its share of the GDP is about 14
per cent. This year it is raining well and this
present is pleasing. Also, it is pleasant in
terms of the overall economy. It is no prob-
lem now to hope that farmers and com-
mon people will enjoy this and spend their
lives happily.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune
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Sir —The mandate given by the Pakistani
people in the recent general elections, along
with the country's economic difficulties,
appears to be derailing the Pakistan
Army's intentions. The plan devised by
Pakistan's ruling establishment may keep
former Prime Minister Imran Khan's fol-
lowers out of power, who impacted the
mandate from within the jail. Still, the
entire world has seen Pakistanis' dedica-
tion to a healthy democracy. The question
is whether Imran can get out of jail soon.
Several cases have been withdrawn. Despite
political instability, military impediments,
internet and social media bans, and legal
manoeuvring, the independent candi-
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Vijay plans to run for the posi-
tion of chief minister in the
2026 Assembly elections. He
has sufficient time to gain the
public's trust as an alternative
to the ruling DMK and 
AIADMK. His primary oppo-
nent in the generational shift
is Udayanidhi, a minister and
the son of the current chief
minister, M.K. Stalin.
Vijay's political party plans to
adopt a political philosophy
incorporating the ideas of
three significant figures. While
B.R. Ambedkar advocated for
Dalits' rights, Periyar was a
well-known social reformer.
Kamaraj was an advocate for
the backward class. Notably,
Vijay has decided not to use
the term "Dravida" in his
party's name. Vijay aims to win
voters' support from different
political parties, including the
ruling DMK and the primary
opposition AIADMK. The
others in the race are Naam
Tamilar Katchi (NTK),
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
PMK, Makkal Needhi Maiam,
and VCK. He must lure voters
from all these parties to win
the election.
In the past, Vijay's political
support included the India
Against Corruption move-
ment in 2011. He also backed
the pro-jallikattu protests in

2017. He met with the families
of the victims of the
Thoothukudi incident in 2018.
On the other hand, despite
public expectations for
decades, Rajinikanth is now
out of the picture.
Vijay has an advantage in
Tamil Nadu, a state obsessed
with films. He is young, a
crowd-puller, and his timing is
right. Additionally, his Tamil
identity gives him an edge over
Rajinikanth, whose Marathi
roots and BJP/RSS ties have
sparked controversy in the
Dravidian-dominated state.
Vijay's success hinges on his
communication skills and how
he defines his party's ideology.
He must effectively contrast it
with the Dravidian doctrine of
DMK and AIADMK parties
and adopt an aggressive pos-
ture.
Vijay must declare which polit-
ical party he is contesting
against. Is it the DMK,
AIADMK, or is it the? As a
newcomer, his best bet is to
oppose the ruling govern-
ment, the DMK. This strategy
worked for J. Jayalalithaa, who
positioned herself against the
DMK and its leader,
Karunanidhi. This ultimately
led to her success as a politi-
cian.
Can Vijay win over rival par-

ties and overcome DMK's
anti-incumbency sentiment?
DMK and AIADMK have a
50-year history of alternating
power with a strong 30% vote
base. DMK prioritizes infra-
structure, while AIADMK
focuses on populist schemes.
Vijay's party will impact other
players regardless of the elec-
tion result."
To ensure his success in the
2026 election, Vijay needs to
focus on setting up booth
committees. Since DMK and
AIADMK already have a solid
voter base, he needs to moti-
vate his rural supporters to
become actual voters.
There's a rumour that his
party is getting support from
the BJP in exchange for help in
2026. He needs to address it.
It's premature to predict what
the future holds for Vijay. His
success will depend on
whether he can build a solid
fan base like MGR or N.T.
Rama Rao, who both had
good political advisers - some-
thing Vijay currently lacks. He
is yet to build his party.
Although the road ahead will
be challenging, Vijay can over-
come obstacles through hard
work and dedication.

(The writer is a popular
columnist; views 

are personal)
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Thalapathy Vijay, a
prominent Tamil actor,
has ventured into pol-
itics with the forma-
tion of his party,

Thamizhaga Vetri Kazhagam.
Can he make a difference in Tamil
politics?
Tamil superstar Thalapathy Vijay
launched his political party,
Thamizhaga Vetri Kazhagam,
last week. He declared that his
party will only contest the 2026
Assembly polls in Tamil Nadu,
not the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. The
question is whether he will suc-
ceed.
After the launch of his party, Vijay
said, "I have one more film I have
signed, and I will finish it and ulti-
mately involve myself in politics.
I have been preparing myself for
my political journey for a long
time. I will devote myself to the
people of Tamil Nadu. This is the
only way I can give back to my
people." This is a typical argument
that many politicians use to pre-
sent themselves as genuine do-
gooders.
Successful actor-turned-politi-
cians in Tamil Nadu included
M.G. Ramachandran, J.
Jayalalithaa, M. Karunanidhi,
C.N. Annadurai, and Captain
Vijayakanth. Shivaji Ganesan,
Sarathkumar, Napoleon, and S.S.
Rajendran was unsuccessful.
MGR had a strong base in the

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) and got the party votes till
he launched AIADMK in 1972.
Jayalalithaa, on the other hand,
was known for her anti-DMK
stance and gained popularity on
that platform.
Kamal Haasan founded his polit-
ical party, Makkal Needhi Maiam,
in 2018. Unfortunately, his party
won no seats in the 2019 and 2021
elections. On the other hand,
Vijaykant showed promise at the
start of his political career in 2005
but could not sustain it. He
passed away recently.
Thalapathi (General) Vijay is a
well-known actor from the
Udayar community and a
Christian. He is rumoured to earn
around 150 crores per film and
faces little competition from
famous actors like Ajith.
Rajnikant has declined his polit-
ical entry after three decades of
speculation. Kamal Hassan's party
has not picked up.
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In the symphony of the
whirlwind of technological
advancements, amidst

fleeting platforms, radio
stands as a steadfast beacon,
heralding its second century
as a revered medium.
February 13th, a date
enshrined as World Radio
Day (WRD) by UNESCO in
2011 and ratified by the UN
General Assembly in 2012,
annually celebrates this
enduring force. This year's
theme, “Radio: A century
informing, entertaining, and
educating,” encapsulates its
timeless significance. Globally
acknowledged, WRD pays
homage to radio's multifac-
eted prowess in technology,
science, communication, and
the artistry of audio pro-
gramming. It embodies a cen-
tury of unwavering service,

steadfastness, and cultural
resonance in an ever-evolving
landscape. 
Radio's origins trace back to
the 1800s, whose power, posi-
tion and influence are on the
surge. Amidst the vast land-
scape of media, the enduring
appeal of radio lies in its abil-
ity to transcend time and
technological shifts. Its unique
blend of immediacy, accessi-
bility, and the power to con-
nect communities has allowed

it to weather the storms of
innovation, emerging as a
beacon of constancy.
Since its inception, radio has
undergone a remarkable evo-
lution from the discovery of
electromagnetic waves to the
sophistication of Digital
Audio Broadcasting (DAB).
Beginning with Hans
Christian Oersted's observa-
tion of magnetic fields around
electric currents in 1820, sub-
sequent milestones include
Michael Faraday's confirma-
tion of electromagnetic induc-
tion in 1830 and James Clerk
Maxwell's theoretical predic-
tions in 1864. Heinrich
Hertz's practical demonstra-
tion of electromagnetic waves
in the late 1880s validated
Maxwell's theories. Guglielmo
Marconi's pioneering trans-
missions culminated in the

first transatlantic signal in
1901, revolutionizing com-
munication.
Reginald Fessenden's 1906
breakthrough enabled long-
distance voice and music
transmission, heralding com-
mercial broadcasts. Lee De
Forest's 1907 Audion signal
detector and Edwin
Armstrong's 1918 super-
heterodyne circuit advanced
radio technology. Armstrong's
1933 FM discovery pledged
clearer signals, offering a sig-
nificant improvement over
existing AM technology.
The inception of radio as a
communication medium,
dates back to December 24,
1906, when a crew on a ship
in the Atlantic Ocean experi-
enced a groundbreaking
moment. Instead of the famil-
iar Morse code clicks, they

heard a human voice and
music transmitted wirelessly
by the inventor Reginald
Fessenden. This marked the
birth of sending sound
through radio waves, opening
up a new era of possibilities.
Despite initial setbacks,
including the withholding of
FM technology by (Radio
Corporation of America)
RCA's David Sarnoff in favour
of television development,
radio's popularity soared.
Entertainment broadcasting
commenced around 1910,
with the establishment of the
first commercial radio stations
such as KDKA (by
Westinghouse) in 1920 and
WWJ in the same year. The
period between the late 1920s
and the early 1950s is regard-
ed as the Golden Age of
Radio, characterized by a

diverse array of program-
ming that captivated millions
of listeners nationwide (USA).
From its colonial origins to
modern-day significance,
India's radio journey is a
timeless allure. Post-indepen-
dence, All India Radio's rise
marked a pivotal shift, shap-
ing national identity through
iconic programs like ‘Binaca
Geetmala’ and ‘Vividh
Bharati’. Private FM stations
expanded its reach, making
radio a ubiquitous presence
from rural to urban centers,
serving as a vital lifeline and
cultural touchstone. Amid
technological advancements,
radio's essence of informing,
entertaining, and connecting
endures, reminding us of the
power of simplicity and
human connection. It stands
as a beacon of tradition, inno-

vation, and unity in India's
d i v e r s e
landscape.Furthermore, radio
holds a unique power in shap-
ing collective memories. Take,
for instance, the iconic pro-
gram “Binaca Geetmala.”
Merely pondering the year
when a particular song graced
the airwaves triggers a cascade
of memories linked to that
song, accompanied by the
mellifluous narration of the
esteemed broadcaster, Ameen
Sayani. These reminiscences
transport us to moments of
joy and nostalgia, evoking
the social ambiance of yester-
years. 
Beyond its technological and
scientific aspects, radio holds
a unique position as a conduit
for cultural exchange, foster-
ing dialogue, and amplifying
diverse voices. 

The theme for World Radio
Day, “Radio: A century
informing, entertaining, and
educating,” celebrates a time-
less legacy, where the ethere-
al resonance of voices has
woven an intricate tapestry of
cultural embrace for a centu-
ry. Radio stands as a steadfast
companion, offering not just
timely information and enter-
tainment, but also serving as
a beacon of education and
unity, transcending barriers.
Within its sanctuary of sound,
negativity finds no haven;
instead, the airwaves flourish
with warmth and positivity,
nurturing weary souls seeking
solace in the harmonious
embrace of human fellowship.

(The writer is programme
executive, Gandhi Smriti

and Darshan Samiti; views
are personal)
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Disputes on an interpretation of
the law, unsatisfactory advance rul-
ing mechanism, and revenue-cen-
tric approach by tax authorities
have led to an increase in litigation.
Under GST, disputes arise from
differences in tax paid by the
assessees and the computation of
tax liability by authorities. Such tax
disputes can arise due to various
reasons during assessment, audit,
and/or scrutiny of
records/accounts. For example,
the rate of tax, a claim of tax
exemption, the claim of an input
tax credit, incorrect determination
of the place of supply, the nature
of supply (composite or mixed
supply), classification of goods
and services, etc. While GST is
touted to remedy the proliferation
of tax disputes and simplify tax
administration, early experiences
point to the contrary.
Revenue-centric approach dented
the confidence of taxpayers: The
dispute resolution schemes for-
mulated with the revenue-centric
approach, have certain limitations.
For example, the 'Sabka Vishwas
(Legacy Dispute Resolution)
Scheme 2019' resolved around
49,534 Pre-GST and GST cases,
involving an amount of �24,970
crores, thousands of appeals are still
pending, leading to lakhs of rupees
being locked. The backlog of
around 38,000 Pre-GST, VAT dis-
pute settlement cases in Punjab
alone is a matter of concern and the
OTS offered in November 2023, to
settle these cases, valid until March
31, 2024, is not sufficient.
The ‘Vivad Se Vishwas Scheme

2020’ for Income taxpayers was
expected to resolve a significant part
of direct tax litigations worth about
�4.8 lakh crore by remitting and
waiving interest and penalty for
pending disputes. The fact that the
scheme ended on December 31,
2023, is disappointing, and the
announcement of a one-time dis-

puted direct tax demands settle-
ment of up to � 25,000 and in total
of �3500 crore in the interim bud-
get is inadequate.
It is high time that a robust one-

time GST Amnesty Scheme is
introduced to assist bona fide tax-
payers who may have committed
inadvertent errors during the ini-
tial phase of GST. The GST being
one of the largest tax reforms, had
its gestational issues, and taxpayers
and authorities struggled to under-
stand the complexity of the law,
aligning internal systems and train-
ing personnel. These issues result-
ed in numerous inadvertent slip-
pages, which are now under depart-
mental audits/scrutiny, leading to
a flurry of tax demands, interest and
penalties. The government needs to
take immediate action to address
these concerns and ensure that the
taxpayers are not burdened with
unnecessary litigations and penal-
ties.
Effectiveness missing in earlier
efforts: The Authority of Advance
Ruling (AAR) was established to
provide certainty in tax positions in
advance, and to reduce litigation.
AAR and the Appellate Authority
of Advance Ruling (AAAR) are
established under the respective
State GST Acts. However, it is
important to note that the rulings
given by the AAR or AAAR may
not be accepted by authorities in
other states. Additionally, the AAR
does not have the power to deal
with every aspect of the GST law,
such as issues related to 'place of
supply', which has been a cause of
doubt for many.
It is worth noting that the rulings
of the AAR or AAAR are only bind-
ing on the applicant who has
sought the advance ruling and on
the concerned/jurisdictional officer
in respect of the applicant.
Nevertheless, divergent rulings in
different states on the same matters
have led to increased litigation.

Therefore, the government and
the GST Council should establish
a central authority for AAR, which
could address the issues related to
'place of supply' and resolve con-
flicting views of State-level AAR.
The revenue-centric approach of
the AAR has negatively impacted
the confidence of taxpayers. Even
in situations where a reasonable
interpretation is evident, the ruling
has been unfavourable to the tax-
payer. Hence, it is essential to
restore confidence in AAR, to
serve the object and purpose of this
progressive move.
The Way Forward: The Alternative
Dispute Resolution (ADR) mech-
anism provides a way to resolve dis-
putes between taxpayers and the
government without having to go
through formal litigation. While
Advance Rulings can be a form of
ADR, the limitations of The
Authority of Advance Ruling may
result in reducing unnecessary lit-
igation. Additionally, the intro-
duction of the Settlement
Commission aims to quickly collect
taxes that are unpaid and also
offers delinquents a one-time
opportunity to come clean, which
can substantially reduce the time
and cost involved in unproductive
litigation. The concept of central-
ized audit/ investigation should be
introduced. Moving forward, once
GST Appellate Tribunals become
operational, will help to seamless
flow of input tax credit for business-
es with minimum blockages, effi-
ciently dispose of disputes, reduce
litigation time, and lower costs, fur-
ther strengthening the country's
revenue reform and economic
growth.

(The author is Vice-Chairman of
Sonalika Group, Vice-Chairman of

the Punjab Economic Policy and
Planning Board, and Chairman of

ASSOCHAM Northern Region
Development Council; Views

expressed are personal)

The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) was introduced to ratio-
nalize the indirect tax system in
India, thereby creating a com-
mon national market for goods

and services. This “one nation-one tax” ini-
tiative aimed at price rationalisation, pro-
motes ease of doing business and econom-
ic growth. The success of this reform is evi-
dent from the fact that the number of GST
filers has increased by 32% from 10.6 mil-
lion in April 2018 to 14 million in April
2023, and record revenue collection of
�1,87,035 crore in April 2023, the highest
ever, and �1,72,129 crore in January 2024,
the second-highest since GST rollout.
However, to further strengthen this reform,
a time-bound and robust dispute resolu-
tion mechanism needs to be put in place
in the GST.
Delay in setting up of Appellate Tribunals:
It has been noticed that even after six and
half years of the GST law coming into effect
on July 1st, 2017, still the formation of GST
Appellate Tribunals is awaited, which is a
significant gap in the GST administration.
This absence of a tribunal has forced busi-
nesses to approach high courts, which is
usually a long and expensive process, and
it also adds pressure on already overbur-
dened high courts. According to various
estimates, over one lakh appeals involving
more than Rupees one lakh crore are
expected to approach the GST Appeals
Tribunals once they become functional.
Although the government notified the cre-
ation of GST Appellate Tribunals on
October 25, 2023, they are yet to become
operational. The tribunal will help to effi-
ciently dispose of disputes, and keep liti-
gation in less time, and at a lower cost.
From the taxpayer's point of view, even for
completely justified tax positions, they have
no option but to wait for a remedy.
Moreover, the delay in the formation of the
Tribunal is leading to an increase in inter-
est burden, delay in genuine refunds, pre-
deposit of taxes leading to cash flow chal-
lenges, and repetitive show cause notice to
cascade disputes. Thus, the immediate for-
mation of GST Appellate Tribunals and
expeditious resolution of disputes is the
need of the hour.
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Powers and perils of AI
Adam Smith’s thinking and philosophy can help humans navigate  

the troubled waters of artificial intelligence

Nowadays, it’s almost 
impossible to talk 
about economics 
without invoking 

Adam Smith. Smith grappled 
with how to advance well-
being and prosperity at a time 
of great change. The Industrial 
Revolution was ushering in new 
technologies that would revolu-
tionise the nature of work, create 
winners and losers, and poten-
tially transform society.

Today, we find ourselves at a 
similar inflection point, where 
a new technology, genera-
tive artificial intelligence (AI), 
could change our lives in spec-
tacular—and possibly existen-
tial—ways. Given the parallels 
between Adam Smith’s time and 
ours, I would like to propose a 
thought experiment: If he were 
alive today, how would Adam 
Smith have responded to the 
emergence of this new “artifi-
cial hand”?
Beyond the invisible hand

To explore this question, 
I would like to start with his 
most famous work, The Wealth 
of Nations. A seminal idea in 
this work is that the wealth of 
a nation is determined by the 
living standards of its people, 
and that those standards can be 
raised by lifting productivity. 
This idea is especially relevant 
today because global produc-
tivity growth has been slow-
ing for more than a decade. AI 
could certainly help reverse this 
trend. AI could raise productiv-
ity by automating certain cog-
nitive tasks while giving rise to 
new higher-productivity tasks 
for humans to perform.

Goldman Sachs has forecast 
that AI could increase global 
output by 7 per cent, or roughly 
USD 7 trillion, over a decade. 
While it is far from certain 
that such sizeable gains will be 
realised, it is probably safe to 
say that when it comes to maxi-
mising efficiency, Adam Smith 
would be wary of stifling the 
artificial hand of AI.

Aside from the gains in pro-
ductivity, AI could shake up the 
labour market in unprecedented 
ways. Recently, we have seen 
the loss of “middle-skill” jobs 
due to automation, resulting in 
large clusters of high-paying and 
low-paying jobs at either pole 
of labour markets. The litera-
ture shows that AI could affect 

occupations and industries dif-
ferently than previous waves of 
automation. Recent empirical 
studies suggest AI could reduce 
job-market polarisation, by 
putting downward pressure on 
wages of high-paying jobs. Some 
studies suggest that AI adop-
tion could flatten the hierarchi-
cal structures of firms.

So, what will be the net 
impact on the job market? It is 
by no means guaranteed that AI 
will benefit humans, or that the 
gains of the winners will be suf-
ficient to compensate the losers. 
It is quite possible that AI might 
simply replace human jobs with-
out creating new, more produc-
tive work for humans to move 
into, as the economist Daron 
Acemoglu has noted.

Thus, despite AI’s poten-
tial, we need to consider the 
broad negative effect it could 
have on employment—and the 
social upheaval that could cause. 
Given that the well-being of the 
individual and the plight of the 
common worker underpinned 
much of Adam Smith’s think-
ing, this would surely have trou-
bled him.

Today, the market for the 
components to develop AI tools 
is highly concentrated. A single 
company has a dominant posi-
tion in the market for silicon 
chips best suited for AI appli-
cations, for example. Many AI 
models require massive com-
puting power and huge amounts 
of data—the lifeblood through 
which these models hone their 
“intelligence”.

While Smith would have 
been impressed by the emer-
gence of such a powerful tech-
nology in a globalised economy, 
he might also have realised that 
the invisible hand alone may not 
be enough to ensure broad ben-
efits to society.
New approach to regulation

Which brings me to a point 
I would like to emphasise—we 
urgently need sound, smart reg-
ulations that ensure AI is har-
nessed for the benefit of society. 
One of the challenges is the 
extent to which humans may 
come to depend on the judge-
ment of AI systems. They rely 
on existing data, and hence may 
replicate the embedded bias in 
that data. Some models have 
shown a tendency to confidently 
defend false information—
a phenomenon known as AI 
“hallucination”. When it comes 
to AI, we need more than new 
rules: we need to recognise that 
this might be an entirely new 
game. And that will require an 
entirely new approach to pub-
lic policy.

New legislation proposed by 
the EU is an encouraging start. 
The EU’s Artificial Intelligence 
Act classifies AI by risk levels. 
The highest-risk systems would 
be banned. This would include 
government systems that rank 
people based on social compli-
ance, known as “social scoring.”

Beyond regulating AI sys-
tems directly, we must be pre-
pared to address the broader 
effects of AI on our economies 
and societies. Given the threat of 

widespread job losses, it is criti-
cal for governments to develop 
nimble social safety nets to help 
those whose jobs are displaced.

Making the right adjust-
ments to the education sys-
tem will be crucial. We need to 
prepare the next generation of 
workers to operate these new 
technologies and provide cur-
rent employees with ongoing 
training opportunities.

Clearly, we need interna-
tional coordination on regula-
tion, because AI operates across 
borders.
Redefining human 

All that said, to truly con-
sider the implications of AI from 
Adam Smith’s perspective, we 
need to go back to his first major 
work, The Theory of Moral Sen-
timents. Smith explored what 
enables us to behave morally. 
In his view, it is our ability to 
experience “sympathy”: we can 
imagine each other’s joy and 
pain, and as a result, we tem-
per our “passions” and learn to 
be civil towards others. It’s what 
allows us to build and sustain 
a rules-based society. But what 
happens when you add artificial 
intelligence into the mix?

What is remarkable about 
the latest wave of generative AI 
technology is its ability to comb 
vast amounts of knowledge and 
distill it into a convincing set of 
messages. It is unclear whether 
AI will evolve to the point where 
it could be called truly sentient. 
But if it can already replicate 
human speech, it may be diffi-
cult to know the difference. The 
glue that binds the concept of 
society conceived by Smith—
sympathetic human beings 
interacting in the spirit of com-
promise—begins to disintegrate.

This has deeply disturbed 
scholars such as Yuval Harari. 
Through its mastery of lan-
guage, Harari argues, AI could 
form close relationships with 
people, using “fake intimacy” 
to influence our opinions and 
worldviews.

It’s telling that even the pio-
neers of AI technology are wary 
of the existential risks it poses. 
Just last week (last week of May 
2023), more than 350 AI indus-
try leaders signed a statement 
calling for global priority to be 
placed on mitigating the risk of 
“extinction” from AI.

So much of Adam Smith’s 

work is based on the idea of 
information being effectively 
transmitted through society. But 
AI can significantly damage the 
integrity of that information and 
the fundamental benefits that it 
confers to society.

Smith would no doubt be 
troubled by the possibility of 
“hallucinating” software spread-
ing fake news and deepening 
divides in society. Thus, there 
is a good chance he would have 
supported rules that protect 
consumer privacy, and limit 
misinformation in the age of AI.

To conclude, I would like to 
stress that this debate is ongoing, 
and I do not claim to have all 
the answers. I have pointed out 
a few of the issues surrounding 
AI, and how we can use Adam 
Smith’s thinking and philosophy 
as a guide to help us navigate the 
path ahead.

AI could be as disruptive as 
the Industrial Revolution was 
in Adam Smith’s time. We will 
need to carefully balance sup-
port for innovation with reg-
ulatory oversight. Because of 
AI’s unique ability to mimic 
human thinking, we will need 
to develop a unique set of rules 
and policies to make sure it ben-
efits society. And those rules will 
need to be global.

It is a challenge that will 
require us to break out of our 
own echo chambers and con-
sider the broad interest of 
humanity. Harnessing AI for the 
good of humanity will require 
an interdisciplinary approach.

Writing on the cusp of the 
Industrial Revolution, Smith 
could hardly have foreseen the 
world we live in today, some 
300 years after his birth. Now, 
we may once again be on the 
brink of technological transfor-
mations we cannot foresee. For 
better or worse, humans are not 
known for walking away from 
the next stage of scientific and 
technological progress. Usually, 
we simply muddle through. 
This time, as we confront the 
power and perils of the artifi-
cial hand, we need to summon 
every ounce of our empathy and 
ingenuity—the very things that 
make human intelligence so 
special.  DTE

The writer is the First Dep-
uty Managing Director, Interna-

tional Monetary Fund or IMF. 
Views expressed are personal

There is a need to balance support for innovation with regulatory oversight

Prospering under 
the Sun

The recent launch of, and emphasis on the ‘Prad-
han Mantri Suryodaya Yojana’ (PMSY) marks a 
significant milestone in India’s renewable energy 
journey, specifically in the realm of rooftop solar 

(RTS) panels. With the aim to provide 10 million low and 
middle-income households with RTS panels, this initia-
tive signals a progressive step forward in India’s commit-
ment to sustainable energy practices. Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, in her Budget Speech, reiterated the 
government’s pledge, highlighting the benefits for ben-
eficiaries, including free electricity up to 300 units per 
month and the opportunity to sell surplus solar energy, 
potentially resulting in substantial annual savings. The 
program’s structure, which entails an increase in the Cen-
tral government subsidy from 40 per cent to 60 per cent, 
with the remaining share financed by private developers 
affiliated with public sector units of the Power Ministry, 
exhibits a collaborative approach to fostering renewable 
energy adoption.

Undoubtedly, the PMSY initiative is not just a com-
mendable endeavour but also an essential one. Despite 
significant progress in boosting solar energy capacity 
over the past decade, India has fallen short of its renew-
able energy targets, particularly in the solar energy sector. 
While the target was set at 175 GW of renewable energy 
by 2022, India only managed to achieve a solar energy 
capacity of 121 GW, with solar capacity accounting for 62 
GW. Despite this shortfall, the sector’s growth at a Com-
pounded Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of around 60 per 
cent underscores India’s emergence as a global player in 
solar energy.

However, the same cannot be said for the rooftop 
solar segment, which constitutes a mere fraction of the 
overall solar power installed capacity. Reports indicate 
that rooftop solar accounted for only 11.08 GW of the 
total installed capacity of 73.31 GW by the end of 2023. 
This glaring gap underscores the untapped potential 
of India’s rooftop solar resources. Recognising this, the 
PMSY holds promise in harnessing this potential, with 
the Council on Energy, Environment, and Water (CEEW) 
estimating that over 25 crore households in India have the 
capacity to deploy 637 GW of solar energy on rooftops. 
Therefore, the significance of incorporating households 
into India’s solar energy trajectory cannot be overstated.

Despite its potential, the path ahead for India’s roof-
top solar sector is not without challenges. Strengthening 
the supply chain of rooftop solar components through 
domestic interventions, fostering collaboration between 
private entities, distribution companies (discoms), and 
other stakeholders, and addressing regulatory hurdles are 
among the challenges that need to be overcome. Addi-
tionally, ensuring affordability and accessibility for low 
and middle-income households will be crucial in ensur-
ing the success and scalability of the PMSY initiative.

To sum up, the launch of the Pradhan Mantri Suryo-
daya Yojana represents a pivotal moment in India’s renew-
able energy journey, particularly in the rooftop solar 
segment. By addressing the pressing need to harness 
India’s rooftop solar potential, the initiative not only con-
tributes to the country’s energy security but also fosters 
sustainable development and economic growth. However, 
concerted efforts from policymakers, industry stakehold-
ers, and civil society will be required to overcome the 
challenges and realise the full potential of rooftop solar 
in India. 

For better or 
worse, humans 
are not known 
for walking 
away from the 
next stage of 
scientific and 
technological 
progress

Opinion

Copyrighted legacy?
Mahatma Gandhi’s works have been available freely thanks to his  

copyright philosophy, but not those of Martin Luther King Jr

LATHA JISHNU January is a bleak month 
in Delhi. At least for 
some of us. There is the 
damp, grey and foggy 
weather, for one, and for 

another, the memory of the 
cold-blooded assassination of 
a revered figure that hangs over 
the city. It is a memory that still 
haunts the nation, increasingly 
faintly, perhaps, as it pulses to 
a new beat. The Republic Day 
celebrations that overshadow 
all else in this month are held 
not far from where Mahatma 
Gandhi was shot dead by a 
right-wing Hindu fanatic on 
January 30, 1948, for trying to 
heal the bleeding wounds of 
a nation torn apart. That was 
less than six months after he 
had brought independence to 
India.

Searching for Gandhi’s last 
speeches as he embarked on 
his final fast in Birla House 
(now Gandhi Smriti) to end 
the communal bloodletting 
in the capital, I was able to 
quickly find what I wanted on 
the internet. But this column 
is not about the sage advice he 
gave his violence-prone coun-
trymen 76 years ago; it is about 
the ease with which one is able 
to lay one’s hands on his writ-
ings and speeches if only we 
wanted to understand our free-
dom struggle, Partition-related 
history and ourselves.

The focus here is on the 
copyright law and its impact 
on the works of two great men 
in different countries and of 
different generations: Gan-
dhi and US civil rights cam-
paigner Martin Luther King 

Jr, who fought for the rights 
of African Americans. There 
were strong links between the 
two. King was deeply influ-
enced by Gandhi’s non-vio-
lent struggle against forces of 
oppression and hate, calling 
him the guiding light of his 
technique of social change. 
Sadly, the other similarity is 
tragic. The Black rights leader 
was also assassinated, five years 
after he made the momentous 
“I have a dream” speech dur-
ing the March on Washington 
in 1963. There is a January link 
here, too, as the US commem-
orates January 15, his birthday, 
as Martin Luther King Jr Day.

There is, however, a sharp 
divergence in the way the two 
iconic leaders dealt with copy-

right. Gandhi, being a lawyer, 
had a clear understanding of 
the abstractions of the copy-
right law, but he applied a 
contextual frame to this under-
standing to arrive at a practi-
cal solution to how it affected 
his works as a writer and pub-
lisher. It is a subject that has 
been rarely highlighted, much 
less researched. The exception 
is Shyamkrishna Balganesh 
of the Columbia Law School, 
who has written an absorb-
ing research paper on this 
rather recondite aspect titled 
Gandhi and Copyright Prag-
matism. The development of 
Gandhi’s views on copyright, 
says Balganesh, shows that he 
anticipated several of today’s 
critical debates on copyright 

concerns and developed what 
he describes as “copyright 
pragmatism.”

Gandhi’s initial stand on 
copyrighting his works was a 
firm rejection. In 1926, Gandhi 
began publishing instalments 
of his autobiography, titled The 
Story of My Experiments with 
Truth, in two journals that he 
edited: Navjivan and Young 
India. Gandhi’s autobiogra-
phy was hugely popular with 
readers, and he allowed other 
newspapers to reproduce the 
chapters without his permis-
sion. “Writings in the jour-
nals which I have the privilege 
of editing must be common 
property. Copyright is not a 
natural thing. It is a modern 
institution, perhaps desirable 
to a certain extent. But I have 
no wish to inflate the circula-
tion of Young India or Navji-
van by forbidding newspapers 
to copy the chapters of the 
autobiography.”

Gradually, though, Gan-
dhi was forced to acknowledge 
the value of copyright, start-
ing with the time when the US 
publisher of his autobiography, 
Macmillan, demanded that he 
assign all rights in the work to 
the publisher. In order to do 
so, Gandhi had to first assert 
and claim them under copy-
right law, which was against 
his principles. But he yielded 
because “I felt that there might 
be no harm in my getting 
money for the copyright and 
using it for the charkha propa-
ganda or the uplift of the sup-
pressed classes.”

Eventually, Gandhi 

bequeathed the copyright in 
his works, comprising thou-
sands of articles and several 
books of which the autobiogra-
phy is a bestseller, to a trust that 
he had helped establish, the 
Navjivan Trust. In 2009, some 
60 years after the death of Gan-
dhi, the works came into the 
public domain despite a strong 
campaign by Gandhi scholars 
that Navjivan should retain it. 
Their argument was that once 
such works came into the pub-
lic domain, commercial enti-
ties would profiteer from them 
and not maintain their purity.

In the case of King, pub-
lic access has not mattered so 
far in a copyright battle that 
has turned ugly. His epochal I 
have a dream speech is not in 
the public domain as the copy-
right continues to be with his 
estate, which enforces it strictly 
and seeks extortionate fees for 
licensing it. King took out a 
copyright on the speech in 
1963, and under US law, what 
was then a 56-year copyright 
has been turned into a 95-year 
run. This is a pity, because it 
means the American public 
seldom sees more than snip-
pets of one of the most signif-
icant speeches in its history. 
Experts point out that this 
has undermined the fair use 
doctrine because even those 
users that might have a plau-
sible right under this rule have 
either dropped their plans or 
been forced to pay stiff licence 
fees to the King Estate or the 
commercial entity with which 
they have tied up.  DTE

Views expressed are personal

Visionary leaders such as Gandhi and King belong to the ages and so do their works

It is a pity 
that American 
public seldom 
sees more 
than snippets 
of one of the 
most significant 
speeches in its 
history — Martin 
Luther King’s ‘I 
have a dream’

DearEditor

The defence of the UCC laws passed by the Uttarakhand 
government in the article 'Much awaited autonomy'  is flawed  
and goes against the grain of what most others feel. Everybody 
is entitled to their own opinion but the entire provisions of the 
bill are the long term objectives of the RSS.  Firstly how can 
it be called a Uniform Civil Code when the tribal population 
has been kept out of its ambit. Any registration involves much 
trouble in India and one can imagine the attitude of those  
in charge of  doing the paperwork when couples walk in for 
registration.  This concern for children born out of wedlock is 
nothing but an excuse. More children born to married couples 
need attention  than to children born out of wedlock which 
may not even exceed double figures. Those in charge of the 
nation are using   UCC in Uttarakhand as testing waters to 
gauge the reactions of the people in order to make it applicable 
to the entire nation.
— ANTHONY HENRIQUES, MUMBAIvia email
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TESTING WATERS

MAMATA BANERJEE 
@MamataOfficial

How can our country progress when the farmers are attacked 
with tear gas shells for fighting for their basic rights? 
I strongly condemn the brutal assault on our farm-
ers by the BJP.  The Central Govt.’s failure to support 
farmers and labourers, coupled with futile PR stunts, 
exposes the illusion of ‘Viksit Bharat.’ Instead of  
suppressing their protest, BJP must focus on  
humbling their inflated egos, power-hungry ambitions, 
and inadequate governance that has harmed our nation.  Remember, it’s 
these farmers who sustain us all, including the high and mighty. Let’s 
stand in solidarity with our farmers against the government’s brutality.
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