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Honours for India’ elite univs

he latest QS global rankings of universities points. i
improvement in the quality ogf education, retslgasrclz)lcl) lelllntfi ggagt;?ggtg?gg
best universal practices in imparting education by Indian universiti °
_ Mo_re than the fact that 69 elite institutions have made it to the gl baESIai*leli-
ing hst: the fact that 72 per cent of Indian entries have either imo I.d :
mamtan;ed their rankings is a clear indication that India is catchinproVe 't?lf
thlnlel (ti);slt) l?nglhe wqxt‘ld regarding university education. stpw
_ versities are also said to have di -
mances 1n science subjects and in business stu((illizg.l%?&l ggnill-n(li(?ibvl:n%?t‘fu?‘e
on the' horizon, proficiency in computer science physics and chemistry and
blolqglcal sciences may become even more of a prerequisite for success i
landing jobs in the changing environment and finding fulfilling lives o

Of course, we are talking of elite schools in science and technology aild busi-
ness management offering professional courses, as in the IITs and the IIMs
where the best rankings results are being achieved year after year. The 12
Institutes of Eminence, with 47 IoE positions in the top 100, have conﬁ*ibuted
to the sanguine Indian higher education scenario.

The news must also be welcomed that the JNU leads all other Indian colleges
and universities in social development studies, so there can be no complaint
of the improvements being of one dimension of STEM or management stud-
les. Knowledge in any field is power.

The explosion of research activity making Indian students and their teach-
ers and guides the fourth largest producer of (around 1.3 million) papers after
China, the US and UK is a clear sign that the mode of teaching has moved on
from lectures and rote learning to a more diverse orientation wherein the stu-
dent is thinking while learning. International researchers have also been
helping refine this process, as evident in a 16 per cent jump in research.

It must, however, be stressed that the rankings indicate Indian elite schools
are shining even as much remains to be done to improve the access to higher
education for all Indian students. The difficulties of getting into desired elite
schools of learning are too well-known in our self-defeating world of huge

Numbers, ¢ e -3



Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
ASIAN AGE (P-5), 12 APRIL 2024

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Stamp

Administrator
Typewritten Text


|
|
|

HINDUSTAN TIMES, 12 APRIL 2024

Govt appoints four
new UGC members

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
appointed four new
members, including CEO of
National Stock Exchange
Ashish Kumar Chauhan and
founder of Zoho Corporation
Sridhar Vembu in the
University Grants
Commission(UGC) for a
period of three years. Ina
gazette notification, dated 10
April, the Centre notified
that it has appointed Central
University of Odisha former
V-C Sachidananda Mohanty,
National Institute of
Educational Planning and
Administration V-C
Shashikala Gulabrao
Wanjari, along with
Chauhan and Vembu as
members of the body. N
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FromNCERT to IITs,
science takesa knock !

. . ‘
Itis Und.CSII'EIb]E and gee;gg;?l&wgge:&mﬁoq ‘Seven  would be as a scientific observation TR
tendentious on the oy hecalondar dedicaedto  centuriesfrom now afurureanthropor | -}
: e Centre of Excellence for Indian  ogist were todigup filesingovernment |-+
part of educanonal ﬁ;n:eﬁgd St};]Stems. was d:voted to  archivesand claim to the existence ofa | 3 i
ietituti @ e “recovery of the foun- e called “sir’! Something simiar LB 3
institutions 0 ask dations of[ndian knowledge systems’”. Igzgl:lappt?ned in the case of the term During the last two decades. genetics have helped in arrivingata gy
students to 'mtemalise It stated aims are: First, recogition of “Aryan’”. grasp of prehistory
; the secret of the Vedas; next,reinterpre- However, there is avast difference in o individuals fr0
fanc1fu] hy])OtheSCS tation of the Indus Valley civilisation ~ the ways languages migrate and large steppesand the sucessive stages of the prmpusly rt‘gﬂ ma die, Nrcﬁ
and inade uatel (IVC), and last, to providea rebuttal to populations do, The Rakhigar hiskele- evolution of the [AngU2g® ohich, after  sites in cult contact with !
9 ) y the Aryan invasion T this ton research opens up the questionof  Its arrival on the western border of demonstrates t.ll?e Mwida reamdwin:
proven Oplmons end, it offered 12 wevidences”, never  the five-century gap betweenthe endof India, came to be known as Sanskrit Y gradient atnLVaseﬂ v pr
mind the awkward plural. What it the Harappan eraaround 1900BCEand ~ The turning point in this history was farmers the no! \rvm Wgemat ulag
he immortal closing lines of offered as wevidence” was a series of the beginning of the Vediceraaround  the use of copper, the control of horses India at the heightof the by
Shelley’s 1820 poem Odeto biased claims: The currently accepted 1400 BCE, but a vast amount of further ~ andthe use of wheel-run wagons Jittle if any genetic contributio
the West Wind, “The chronology of Indian civilisa- research will be required to allowed ancient BumsiangeppEpeoPle Steppe pasto or \;'eds:r;a frpere
trumpet of @ prophecy! O tionisdubiousand questiona- close it. Demonising Eurc- to move out towards the South andthe farmersor herders, and that f?a I:
Wind/If Winter comes, ¢an ble; the chronological gap scholars of Indian civili- West. In the process what s described ~ mary impact on the ancestry 0 su!gr
between the [VCand i sation does in no way prove as the “Pmurlndo—EumPean“ (PIE)  South Asians. While our study is St
that the historically non-exis- branched into Indo-Europeaf. Indolra- cientto demonstrate that this ancestry
tent Aryans “went out from nianand Indic. Indic was subsequently profile was a common feature of the »
named Sanskrit. Its earliest form was vVCa single sample —or €Ven the gra-
dient of 12 likely [VC samples we have
a

Spring be far behind?”,
though not their juxtaposition of the period isa calumny of some
scholars,a conspir-

undesirable and the desirable, came to Euro h ‘

my mind when | read about modifica-  acy hatched by them I order GN
e the cosmologi- D

evy such a belief

here” rather than “came here
related to the language of the Avestd.
identified —cannot fully
dentciviljsaﬁon” ol

from outside”. To harbour
‘amounts to com- One notices that at least
i cosmopolitan an
Accounts of evolution of languages ./
ive and histori- 1|

tions in Central Board of Secondary to“d
gd‘l:ﬁ E’;g(CBSE) histony e ey agdmnsd%ouﬂaﬁggrs e — mitting the same ghastly
i ational Council of Education 0 the Vedas". The caien — a, !
Research and Training (NCERT). u-ried to show how the Aryan plunder that Adolf Hitler Homa-— used in the Avestaare found in
Shocking as it is, NCERT's insistence on invasion myth resulted from the works committed but from an Indian end of the Rig Veda. are based on comparative anc
establishing that the Harappans later of Max Muller, A_nhurdeGobineauund the fantasy. The claim that the recent ancient  cal linguistics. They indicate that’/
berlain. During the lasttwo decades, genetics DNA studyofa skeleton dis- Sanskrit is historlca]]y a later stage of .2
hed that Adolf Hider have helped In arriving ata granular  proves the previously established  the PIEand that it has had no pre-Har-
history which had carlier understanding of the language move: existence in South Asia. Given the ¢
ment is hasty. far-fetched and agenda- current state of various disciplines — ]
. human genetics, ancient DNA study./

emerged in India's protohistory as the HSCham
Vedic people, I did not feel shocked by It is well establis
the distortion since that is precjsely the Ideas of Aryan superiority ~ 8TasP of pre
from the works of de Gobineau remalned surrounded in mystery and

opentowild guesswork. In the context ~ driven rather thana dispassionate sci-

id Reich’s Who entific analysis. In @ 2019 paper pub- linguistics, archaeologyand history of

lished by archaeologist Vasant Shinde  food and agri _itisundesirable.

and entirely tendentious on thepartof

what the Indian Institute of Technology.
Kharagpur (IT-K) did in its 2022 calen- (1816-82), who tured thenameofalan-
dar. Is it because the imagination of a ~ guage (Indo-Aryan) Into an ethno-  of India, works like David
larger part of CBSE students is fired by graphic term (Aryan ,andammberhm We Are and How We Got Here (2018)
the dream of getting into an IIT that  further madethe deaaccessible tothe ~and Tony Joseph's The Early Indians ~ and others based on DNA study of a
NCERT wants to indoctrinate them by~ Germans. Therefore, It s clear beyond (2018) have presented cogent accounts Rakhigarhi skeleton, the conclusion NCERT to ask students to inte
way of preparation towards that goal? doubt that the Aryan jnvasion of India ofdifferent wavesof migrations. gimi-  states that the DNA sample shows no fanciful hypotheses and inadequately :
‘First about IIT-K. Created in 1951 isnota rlcai fact. Tt 1S also estab-  larly, David Anthony’s The Horse, the presence of [ranian farmers’ ancesry proven opinions. !
with Sir JC Ghosh as its first director  lished though that the term “Aryan” In Wheel, and Language: How Bronze-Age ~ among IVC. It points tonew directions |
and BC Roy and SS Bhatnagar among ~ Sanskrit had been used previously by Riders from the Eurasian Steppes for research on the history of agricul- GNDevyis pmfessarofnadona!mdnmm
Indo- intheMitannl ~ Shaped the Modern World has estab- ture in India. But it also states, “Our und director, School of Cvilisatiom, .
lished a precise sequence oftheriseof ~ analysis of data from one individual Somaiya Vidyavihar University. Bombay.
in the Eurasian  from the IVC, in conjunction with 11 mmmapmsadarrpa-mmf, !
we[wle /
4

its btéard members, its vision was to  § ol
tgcrl?n glge giolzal leaders in science, period for mfemngtoapemﬂJUStas se-dri
v and management”and "t the term “sir” IS used. How absurd it horsecriver wegare
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Libraries can force the:
case for liberty, justice:

may have encounterad the phrase

“palaces for the people.” a term
often usad to describe US public libraries. He
was certainly convinead of the importance ofthe
public librarkes system he encountered there: he
appointad &N American to create ane in Baroda
in 1910 — and thus. William Alanson Borden,
created a system of free libraries in modern
India.

A publisher recently told me this about Ker-
3l which has dose t0 10,000 libraries “Wahan
i haar hi alag hai” (Kerala stands out from the
rext of the country). She reasoned that the state's
near-total teracy came first. and then came the
hooks and the culture of reading. So. if we could

yhen Maharaia Sawajirao Gaekwad
\ \ / visited the United States (US). he

™Y kAl

\)
.

A

national scale, understood the importance of thé
connection between free libraries and thes;
nation. Ranganathan is responsible not only fop’,
the Madras Public Libraries Act. the first library .
legislation adopted in India, butalso foraM :
Library Act. which alas was never adopted®
nationally. o
The present library movement in India is also
a people’s movement. It is led by over 300 library
practitioners and leaders from around the coun-
try and operates over 200 free library organisa-
tions. Nearly none of the libraries in the Free
Libraries Network have access to the resources
that would allow them to do what they do.
which is to welcome all people and bar none
from free membership in libraries in which liter-
ature and community thrive. The seemingly..
miraculous has less to do with mira-

just hurtle ourseves forward the Ker-
ala way. then, only a century after cles and more to do with a commit- ;
Gaekwad and his love of free libraries, ment to meet the urgency of people’s
we could st about establishing the need for access to information.
public library system that India needs. ) S The free library movement
The publisher isright Kerala is dif- - describes itself as an anti-caste move-
ferent from the rest of the country Mridula ment because it recognises the role
which has an abysmal ratio of one Koshy caste has played in keeping people out-
urban library for every 80,000 people side libraries. It recognises the role of -
and one rural library for every 11500 libraries in annihilating caste. It begins-
people. But she is also wrong because with the assertion that libraries must
be free to be anti-caste. :

people don't acquire literacy first and then
books. They acquire books first and literacy fol-
lows Kerala's literacy movement was
by a century-long library movement

And even Kerala may no longer be able to
exercise the autonomy of the Kerala way. R
Bindu. Kerala's minister of higher education, at
the Union ministry of culture’s Festival of
Libraries. voiced her state's objection to the Cen-
me'splanto move the library question from the
<ate to the concurrent list Kerala is worried that
ifmq'kasemnunlm'erﬂxeirlibmﬁeS.dleyw'iﬂ
no longer be able to maintain the quality of their
smnmmm'idsﬁbmﬂesmamﬁoofme
per 3,500 people.

The library movement in India has mostly not
been led by maharajas or government officials.
It has been a people’s movement led by those
who undoubtedly understand that people have
arighttoplaosvmeremeymnmeettaﬂcrmd
and think together. Leaders in the movement
have come from various places and dmes in
India: Motibhai Amin in Baroda, Sir lyyanki
Venkata Ramanayya in Andhra Pradesh, PN
Panicker in Kerala, Monindra Dev Rai Maha-
shaya in Bengal, Master Modtilal in Rajasthan,
Sant Ram Bhatia in Punjab, Kumudeshar Bar-

thakur in Assam, among others. SR Ranga-
nathan, who conceived of the movementona

These are combative words in India, where
active exclusion of people from a reading envi- -
ronment occurs when a child in Rajasthan is "
beaten by his teacher for reaching for the
‘wrong' container of water.

The People’s National Library Policy 2024
(PNLP24) of the Free Library Network begins
i premise that libraries should be freeof -
cost toall people, of all castes, religions, genders,
lasses, ethnicities, abilities, and should barno
one whatsoever, and further that people should -
be free to choose from the ideas curated within -
melitrary.metmpomrmofﬁfedommdmose .
what to read necessarily begins with adequate-
public funding and adequate ratio of libraries per
capita and books per capita, and most impor-
tantly with local autonomy over libraries.

We can trust autonomy to create the libraries
people need and good national policy, on the
lines of PNLP24, to ensure a baseline rooted in
the Constitution’s promise of justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity. The Constitution could
as easily have been describing the best public
library system as it described the nation we are
trying to become. \Fi

Mridula Koshy, a writer, isa board member of Free

Libraries Network. The views expressed are personad **
ST LTS .
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n's cu
impact is profound

[tural

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

‘Knowledge, behaviour and spirituality are pillars of personal development. Yet,

crucial aspects of learning often lack sustained attention in educational systems

he entire Greek tra-

dition, going

through Aristotle,

Socrates and more,

has subscribed to the

¢ theory that ‘man is a learning

' animal’ This belief has been

, carefully nurtured and left a

| deep impact on the Greek-

" Roman tradition. As the Greek-

" Roman tradition spread

* through North Africa, Asia

. and different parts of Europe,

¢ it left its mark on human think-

ing and learning. That ‘man is

alearning animal’ graduated to

the level of a belief and para-

digm. Deep thought makes it

. necessary to take a closer look
. at this statement.

Palpably, this is a compact

. thought. There is some recog-

. nition and some empirical evi-

! dence to the effect that differ-

. ent phases of the life cycle have

different intensities and content
of learning. One learns compre-
hensively in youth and adult-
_hood and as one grows and
mellows, some of the earlier
vestiges of the learning remain.
What does not remain is a sim-
ilar impact of that learning on
behaviour or a continuance of
learning in thought and deed.
Thus, like all total statements,
they need to be modified,
adapted and fitted into the
context.
What type of learning remains
in sequence and continuance

. and why does, some of it it
. remain neither in sequence

nor in continuance? Indeed,

{ what kind of learning remains

| in patches needs to be realised
| with the content itself getting
! lost. This kind of exploration
should be one of the central
contexts of human growth. It is
worth pondering why this kind
of approach has not received
the kind of attention, for learn-
ing, as other domains of
scholasticism have earned.

. At the end of it, knowledge,
| behaviour and spirituality are
| the three basic elements that go
into a man’s personality. There
is a general need to create
anareness of these elements

amongst the general literate
| community that matters in this
+ land. That will be an essential
! element in India becoming a
‘Jagat Guru' and leading the

world through to a better
future.
That may be a matter of
emphasis at an operational
level. To an extent that has
not been sufficiently aligned
with the skills that should
arise out of educated knowl-
edge and behaviour. Thus
there is a need to take a yet
deeper look at the founda-
tions of Indian education
and reflect it in processes of
observed learning. It is also
obvious that the human
being has to be taught over
and over again. As it hap-
pens, learning fades away
and needs continuing
renewal, to prevent it from
slipping off. This needs
intervention in many ways,
including how the curricu-
lum is designed, how it is
imparted in any classroom
and how it becomes a useful
input to face the challenges
of life and the profession.
Learning has many manifes-
tations and begins with auto-
motive behaviour, such as
learning how to eat, how to
use ones fingers and how to
maintain hygiene and other
values. This has to be a life-
long process. However, as
said earlier, there are certain

LETTERS I E1:

UNDERSTANDING
WHAT IS THE CORE
OF A SUCCESSFUL
INTERNALISATION
OF SKILLS,
BEHAVIOURS AND
INFORMATION
THAT COMES OUT OF
LEARNING A
SUBJECT WILL
MAKE TEACHING
FAR MORE
EFFECTIVE

= N,

aspects of life where repeat-
ed attempts at internalising
learning have to be made. In
certain areas of life, one
cannot afford to make mis-
takes over and over again.
This situation must be
addressed and collectively
corrected in the life cycle of
the individual. It is about
time ‘learning’ as art was
made an integral part of all
disciplines. To understand
this proposition clearly, one
needs to recognise that
learning mathematics
requires certain unique
methods and abilities. Those
“methods and abilities aré not
the same for learning
English or Hindi as a lan-
%uage. There are other trans-
ormations and angularities
in the requirements and
characteristics of the learn-
ing  process, itself.
Ilustratively the method of
learning when it comes to
learning history or geogra-
phy, may require its unique-
ness.
It is therefore plausible to
argue that for each subject
matter, there needs to be an
orientation to the learning
method of that subject. In
other words, a teacher of

E |

mathematics needs to be
very clear and explain to the
students how to learn math-
ematics. The orientation of
a teacher while teaching a
language, as mentioned
above, would be different
and the teacher needs to
explain to the students the
learning methods of a lan-
guage. The examples can be

multiplied.
Understanding what is the
core of a successful internal-
isation of skills, behaviours
and information that comes
out of learning a subject
will make teaching far. more
effective. It will also give the
approach of ‘man is a learn-
ing animal’ far greater reach.
Like much else, learning
theory needs to be madea
part of the teaching plan.
Somewhere it will mark the
beginning of a more realis-
tic a practical orientation. It
would be useful to remind
ourselves that all learning
affects all of us and remains
a part of the life of the land

we live in.
(The writer is a well-known
management consultant o
international repute. The
views expressed are

Qiofele personal)
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—levate higher education

with philosophy’s power

The National Education Policy 2020 acknowledges philosophy’s
importance but falls short in its implementation

ave you ever stared up
Hat the night sky and
wondered if we were
alone? Or maybe you've pon-
dered what it truly means to
be “good” or “bad”? Or why
do millions of birds fly in per-
fect unison across the sky?
Philosophy isn’t some stuffy
subject locked away in a
library. It's like gazing at a
breathtaking sunset and ques-
tioning everything you
thought you knew. Is that
fiery orange glow “real” or just
a trick of light? Does the beau-
ty of a sunset exist even when
no one is around to witness it?
These are the kinds of ques-
tions that philosophers love to
ask. Throughout history,
philosophers from all corners
of the globe have wrestled
with these big questions.
They've debated the nature of
existence, the power of our
minds and the best way to live
a fulfilling life.
The scope of philosophy is
vast, encompassing various
subfields such as metaphysics
(the study of the nature of
reality), epistemology (the
study of knowledge and
belief), ethics (the study of
moral principles), logic (the
study of vaYid reasoning),
\aesthetics (the study of beau-

ty and art), political philoso-
phy (the study of governance
and justice) and many others.
Philosophy also engages in
interdisciplinary dialogue
with other fields, enriching
both philosophy and these
other disciplines.

The importance of philoso-
phy in higher education is
immense. The decline in the
quality of higher education
that we always ponder on in
higher education is due to a
lack of imparting philosophy
in our curriculum. Students
and teachers of the present
generation lack an under-
standing of learning and
teaching philosophy. T%)ough
the National Education Policy
(NEP)-2020 is constructed
with philosophy as the back-
ground, it fails to infiltrate the
minds of students or teachers.
Teaching philosophy is essen-
tial for fostering intellectual
growth, ethical awareness and
critical engagement with the

world, ultimately enriching
both individuals and society
as a whole.

Even in the PhD programme,
though the degree is Doctor
of Philosophy, most universi-
ties do not teach philosophy.
Philosophy equips doctoral
students with the intellectual
toolkit needed to excel as
independent researchers.
Exposure to diverse philo-
sophical perspectives culti-
vates open-mindedness.
Doctoral students learn to
consider different viewpoints,
fostering intellectual curios-
ity and a willingness to learn
from others.

This is crucial for collabora-
tion and navigating the ever-
evolving world of academic
research. For instance, a sci-
ence student m;%ht explore
the philosophical underpin-
nings of the scientific method,
while a literature student
might delve into the concept
of truth and interpretation.
Philosophy hones critical
thinking skills essential for
doctoral research. Students
learn to analyse arguments,
identify biases and evaluate
evidence. They develop the
ability to ask probing ques-
tions, deconstruct assump-
tions and construct sound

BIJU
DHARMAPALAN

arguments supporting their
research. Many doctoral pro-
grams involve research with
ethical considerations.
Philosophy provides a frame-
work for ethical decision-
making. Students grapple
with ethical dilemmas in
research design, data analysis
and publication, preparing
them to navigate the ethical
complexities of their chosen
field. Students learn to artic-
ulate their research ques-
tions, defend their findings
and engage in scholarly
debate with colleagues.
The absence of philosophy
education in higher education
centres could result in a less
intellectually engaged, ethical-
ly informed and critically
minded society, potentially
hindering progress in acade-
mia, governance and societal
development. Even when new
branches of science emerge
over the years, one subject
that stays relevant in every
society, even in a space colony,
will be philosophy. It is high
time we include Philosophy as
a compulsory subject in our
higher education.
(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National
Institute of Advanced

Studies; views are personal)
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Former VC of
MP tech univ
held over fraud
involving crores

Bhopal: Former vice-chancel-
lor of a tech varsity in MP, Prof
Sunil Kumar Gupta, was ar-
rested by Bhopal police in Rai-
pur on Wednesday night in con-
nection with a financial fraud
worth crores. ,Police had on
April 3announced a reward of
Rs 10,000 for his arrest.

On MP CM Mohan Yadav’s
orders, an FIR wasregistered

on March 3 against Gupta
and five others for transfer- :

ring nearly Rs 19.5 crore of
university funds to private
accounts and fraudule-nt_ly
making four fixed deposits
of Rs 25 crore each. Gupta re-
signed as vice-chancellor _ot.
Rajiv Gandhi Proudyogikl
Vishwavidyalaya (RGPV) on
March 6, and filed for anticl-
patory bail on April 1, but his
plea wasrejected.

Raipur SP Santosh Singh
said “On Wednesday night,
Bhopal police raided the
house of Gupta’s relatives :
wherehe washiding.” NN [ o/ ©


Administrator
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA, 12 APRIL 2024

Administrator
Typewritten Text


TIMES OF INDIA, 12 APRIL 2024

CUET-UG applicants 0

4+ papers this yr, up from 2+

1.5 Lakh Dip In
Number Of
Candidates

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The number of
candidates for Common
University Entrance Test
— Undergraduate (CUET-
UG)2024dropped by around
15 lakh this vear, but the
number of tests opted for
more than doubled (from 28
lakhto57.6lakh in this peri-
od). ACUET-UG aspirant is
allowed to apply for a maxi-
mum of sixsubjectsand the
latest application trend in-
dicates that the number of
subjects per applicant is up
to4.3from 2.3 last year.

Nearly 75% CUET-UG
aspirants will sit for En-
glish exam and 62 % for Gen-
eral test this year. Subject-
wise application trend for
the majority of the popular
domain in sciences and lan-
guage papers has recorded
a new high, like English
breaching the 10lakh mark.

However, there is a dip
in commerce, social sci-
ences and humanities.
The test also recorded
nearly a 3% increase in fe-
male participation.

This year over 13.4 lakh
candidates have registered
for the common entrance
testforadmissiontocentral
universities as well as for
participating state, deemed
and private universities. In
2023 the test recorded over
14.9 lakh registrations, up
from 9.9 lakh in 2022 in the
firstedition of the test.

“Anything above 10 lakh

MY . -
VARG

Male
Female

~

**Total application

l,,e"‘ (fee paid) in lakh

4l **Marginal changes in number ex
‘N reconciliation with bank data

APPLICATION TREND

THE BIG TEST
04 2023 2022
134 149 99
71 83 56
63 66 43

pected after payment

“Top 10 domain subjects | 2024 Wz | _2m *Top 52.2“"’9“" Mma e —
' General test "~ 1834207 | 808597 524277 Sublects e T aTiak T SA%
Chemistry 701750 | 658358 279869  Endlish ol B 7
. o T anroa | " Hindi 207,839 261,966 2,14308
| Physics | 672773 634078 1258211 - — o - 099
\ : i R e, Sanskrit 8,901 6370 9.0
- Maths/ 1486365 487609 268752 oo o T
‘ . : - Bengali 9,065 4,784 6,
fogns matemels | - = o Urdu 6726 12800 3522
Biology/Biological 391409 402224 161840 = Yrdv »
st_udies/giotecnology/ States/UTs with 75k+ applications
Biochemistry | I Uttar Pradesh 343,067
| Economics/ 21399 228125 150686  pepi 144,406
| Businesseconomics | | __ Bihar ! 99,061
| Businessstudies 193252 203613 137023  jharkhand 90,661
Accountancy/ Book-keeping 180,795 | 186,848 122497  Rajasthan 82,633
Political science 161333 203508 128470  Madhya Pradesh 77,091
History 137568 188949 122139 Haryana 75,548
*NOTE: Each applicant can apply for multiple subjects (max 6)/universities/courses
all variation, which happens such as subjects with high- 88,000 each.
in such a large examinatjon er registrations as well as Even though the total

and13.4lakhanywaysisabig
number,” said UGC chair-
person M Jagadesh Kumar.
According to National
Testing Agency (NTA) offi-
cials, the number could mar-
ginally inerease as payment
reconciliation of some can-
didatesis still pending.
“Though there is a mar-
ginal drop in the number of
candidates, we hope the at-
tendance will be better this
year due to two reasons.
There are more cities and
centres wheretheexam will
be delivered and therefore
candidates will haveto trav-
el comparatively less, An-
other reason is the hybrid
mode where for some sub-
jects the exam will be con-

isabignumber. Thisisasm- ducted in pen-paper mode,

for those in certain specific
regions where computer/
IT infrastructure is an is-
sue,” said Subodh Kumar
Singh, director general,
NTA.Thefinaldatesandthe
subjects for which pen-pa-
per mode will be available
will be decided next week.
Category-wise the percent-
age of female candidates
has moved up from 44.3% in
2023 to 47% this year: In the
first edition in 2022, the per-
centage of female participa-
tionwas43.4%.

The total number of
general candidates is 5.4
lakh (40.3%), followed by 4.8
lakh (35.8%) of OBC (non-
creamy layer). Therearel.4
lakh SC aspirants, and
Gen-EWS and ST with over

number of candidates wit-
nessed a dip, subject-wise
numbers of test takers have
increased in the third edition
of the exam for the seven of
the 10 top choices.

In sciences, chemistry
with seven lakh registrations
is the top choice, followed bv
physics (6.7 lakh), mathemat-
ics/ applied mathematics (4.8
lakh), and biology (3.9 lakh).
Barring biology, each of these
subjects as well as other scj
ence/ technologysubjects like
computer science (1 lakh) has
registered a new high. Do-
main subject registration is
led by General test with a re-
cord 8.3 lakh candidates. On
the other hand commerce, hu-
manities and social sciences

) number
have seenadrop in /\bbﬁs\'a
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B, JNU Lead India’s

Rise In Academic Excellence

Eleven subjects taught at IIT-Bombay have been listed
world - highest for an Indian university this ye
Delhi University follows with

India is featured in 44 out of the 55 narrow subjects (vs 38 in

2023), as well as all five broad subject areas,

demonstrating
its strong global reputation. IIT Bombay's Mineral and Mining
Engineering has been ranked 25, while Its Art and Design is
between 51 and 100 - on a par with National Institute of Design.
Development Studies at JNU was 20th globally.
Subjec Top Institution/s 2024 Rank
Development Studies | JNU 20
BMS IIM Ahmedabad 22
Dentistry SIMATS Deemed University | 24
Mineral & Mining Engg | IIT Bombay 25
Petroleum Engg IIT Madras »
Data Science and Al IIT Bombay 30
Civil Engg | IIT Delhi 13
Mech, Aeronautical Engg | IIT Madras a4
Art & Design ‘ IIT Bombay 51-100
NID [51-100
Hospitality Chandigarh University 51-100
| JNU 51-100
Anthropology Delhi University 51-100
Politics & Intl Studies  |JINU 51-100
Electrical & Electronic Engg | IIT Delhi 55
Computer Science IIT Delhi 63
Pharmacy NIPER | 64
Chemical Engg IIT Bombay B 64
Law Jindat University -
Materials Science 11Sc 2]
Mathematics | 1T Bombay 8
Sociology N 91
Chemistry IIT Bombay 95
Environmental Science | IIT Delhi 100
Statistics IIT Kanpur 101-150
. IIT Bombay 101-150
Architecture IIT Madras 101-150
. JNU 101-150
English Delhi University 101-150
Geography INU 101-150
INU 101-150
Modern Languages Delhi University 101-150
Anatomy & Physiology | Manipal University 101-150
Performing Arts “ Hyderabad University | 101-120
Religious Studies JNU 101-140
Medicine AIIMS Delhi 127
Physics & Astronomy 11Sc 134
Economics Delhi University 151-200
Accounting & Finance IIM Bangalore 151-200
Earth & Marine Sciences | IIT Bombay 151-200
Geology _|1IT Bombay 151-200
Geophysics IIT Bombay 151200
Jadavpur University 151-200
Philosophy Delhi University 151-200
History N 151-200
Delhi University 151-200
Biological Sciences 11Sc 201-250
. IIT Kharagpur 201-250
Agriculture & Forestry Delhi University 01250
Education 11T Bombay "1201-250
Media Studies Delhi University 201-250
N INU 251300
Linguistics Delhi University | 251-300

among the top 200 in the

arin the QS World Rankings.
9 subjects in the list

The results of the QS World Rankings indicate that the
Institutes of Eminence (IoE) programme continues to
drive improvement. In fact, 82% of the IoE entries have either
remained stable or climbed up in the rankings, underscoring
the success of the initiative. Among the |oEs, IIT Bombay has
seen maximum growth with 17 academic disciplines and five
faculty areas listed in the ‘improved’ category, followed by
Delhi University (DU). However, its performance declined in
three areas and didn't change in four. DU that sent 30 entries

has improved in 12 areas while its performance declined in
two and remained unchanged in 12.

QS World University Rankings by Subject 2024
(including broad faculty areas)

Improved M Declined

Unchanged i New
2024 enties
Delhi University 30 [RIIEEIE] R
IIT Bombay 28 [T I«
IT Kharagpur 21 [FTTE) 10«
IIT Madras 22 [ 1 48 -
1T Delthi 19 [NTE] 3 >
Indian Institute of Sc 18 [ 31
Brs 0 (B 7
Banaras Hindu University 9 @ﬂ 37.7),' I’;':fo::?m
Manipal University 8 [THL Declined | 33
University of Hyderabad 7 {1 3 Unchanged | &
Jindal University 2 (1 s
0 5 10 15 20 5

|n Asia, India has secured the second spot in terms of the
number of universities featured, trailing only behind Mainland
China, and holds the fourth position in the total number of
ranked entries (454), after China (1041), Japan (510), and South
Korea (499). India ranks fifth regionally for the number of top
200 entries and sixth for the number of top 100 entries.

Number of
Top 4 Countries In Asia universities
Total entries 2024 ranked
v B E o] 101\ \
China (Mainland) 1041 )8 348 7571 ‘
india 424 [TEIRG7SEY o0 69
Japan 510 [LAREERIIL 59 44
southKorea 499 TB 283 36
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Sateguard students

Tight security on campus a must to ¢y rb abuse

e
N
3

§\§\\\§HE incidents of sexual abuse at two educa-
. tional institutions in Punjab underscore the
need for measures to safeguard the students
on the campuses. The gangrape of a student
~ at Government Ripudaman College, Nabha,
was reported earlier this week; in early J anuary, several
minor girls had accused a teacher of sexual harassment
in a Majitha school. These crimes serve as a stark
reminder of the vulnerability of students, particularly
girls, in an environment where they should feel secure
and comfortable, It is unacceptable that institutions
which should serve as temples of learning and knowl-
edge have become hunting grounds for criminal ele-
ments due to rank negligence and apathy. The revelation
that the perpetrators of the Nabha college incident were
outsiders who frequented the campus exposes a glaring
security lapse. The absence of stringent checks and the
outsourcing of security duties highlight systemic failure.
The reluctance of traumatised victims to report these
crimes is a major cause for concern. Students must be
encouraged to speak up and seek justice without fear of
retribution or stigma. In the light of the distressing real-
ity, it is imperative that the authorities take swift and
decisive action. The district administration should reach
out to colleges and schools to stop outsiders from enter-
ing their premises and to ensure the safety and wellbeing
of every student. Regular safety audits and counselling
sessions can help empower students. A zero-tolerance
approach to crimes on the campus must be adopted.
Proactive measures must be taken to sensitise both
teachers and students to the importance of campus secu-
rity. Training programmes should be conducted to spur
the staff to respond promptly whenever any complaint is
received. The future of our society hinges on the nurtur—é
ing of our youth. We cannot afford to fail them. —« \'"\
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AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 2

While the IIM-Ahmedabad
is among the top 25 institu-
tions globally for business
and management studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru
University is the highest-
ranked university in
India, according to the QS
World University
Rankings by Subject,
announced on Wednesday.

India ranks fifth region-
ally for the number of top
200 entries and sixth for
the number of top 100
entries.

Apart from the IIM-A,
1IM-Bangalore and IIM-
Calcutta are among the top
50 institutions globally for
business and management
studies.

JNU is ranked at 20th
position globally for devel-

opment studies in the cov-

eted rankings announced
by Quacquarelli Symonds
(QS), the London-based
higher education analytics
firm.

The Saveetha Institute of
Medical and Technical
Sciences in Chennai is at
24th position globally for
dentistry studies.

In this year’s QS World
University Rankings by
Subject, India has demon-
strated significant
progress, with a 20 per
cent improvement in the
citations per paper indica-
tor, reflecting a strong
research capability.
Additionally, there has
been a 16 per cent growth
in the International
Research Network indica-
tor, which measures the
volume and diversity or
research partnerships.

ASIAN AGE, 11 APRIL 2024

JNU India’s top varsity, IM-A in top 25 int'1 B

» Jawaharlal Nehru University ranked
20th glwpgarlly for de!elopmgnt_gudies

» 1IM-Bangalore, 1IM-
Calcutta among the
top 50 institutions

» Saveetha Institute of
Medical and Technical
Sciences in Chennai at
24th position globally
for dentistry studies

| » In terms of

| volume, India now

| the world's fourth-

. largest producer of

. research, generat-
ing 1.3 million

| academic papers
in this period

However, there was a
decrease of 5 per cent in
the H Index, which assess-
es the balance between
research productivity and
its impact. ‘According to
QS, India stands as one of
the world’s most rapidly
expanding research cen-
tres. From 2017 to 2022, its
research output surged by

an impressive 54 per cent,
based on data from
Scopus/Elsevier, QS’ bib-
liometric and research
affiliate. This increase is
not only more than doable
the global average but also
significantly exceeds mg
output of its more tradi-
tionally recognised
Western peers.

QS CEO Jessica Turner
said, “One of the biggest
challenges faced by India
is educational - providing
high-quality tertiary edu-
cation in the face of
exploding demand: this
much was recognised by
2020's NEP (National
Education Policy), which
set the ambitious target of
a 50 per cent gross enrol-
ment ratio by 2035. It
should, therefore, provide
some reassurance that the
number of Indian pro-
grammes featuring across
our 55 subject rankings
and five broad faculty
areas has increased this
year - from 355 to 454"

“QS ulso notes that sever-
al programmes at ndia's
three privately-run
Institutes of Eminence
have made progress this
year, demonstrating the

-schools

positive role that well-reg-
ulated private provision
can have in enhancing
India's higher education
sector. While there is stilla
lot of work to be done to
improve standards, access
to higher education, uni-
versities’ digital readiness
and global competitive-
ness, it is clear that India
is taking significant steps
in the right direction,” Mr
Turner added.
“In terms of volume,
India is now the world’s
fourth-largest producer of
research, generating 1.3 .
million academic papers
in this period, trailing
only behind China’s 4.5
milio ﬁ;@\)t\‘\\eAS\z\\‘gs‘
AA m‘;hfon‘ and stightly
less than the United
Kingdom's 1.4 million,”
said Ben Sowter, QS' sen-
jor vice-president. &t
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CBSE to launch

ASIAN AGE, 11 APRIL 2024

pilot for

ek

NCF for Classes 6, 9 and 11

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 2

The CBSE will launch a
pilot of the national credit
framework for Classes 6,9
and 11 from the 2024-25
academic session and has
invited its affiliate schools
to participate.

The government last
year launched the national
credit framework (NCrF)
as part of the implementa-
tion of the National
Education Policy (NEP),
2020, to ensure seamless
integration of school,
higher and vocational edu-

cation, and allow students
to accumulate their cred-
its from the pre-primary to
the PhD level.

Subsequently, the
Central Board of
Secondary Education

(CBSE) also developed its
draft guidelines to imple-
ment the framework.
“The Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) developed and cir-
culated draft NCrF imple-
mentation  guidelines,
discussed them in multi-
ple  workshops, and
received approval from
the Union Ministry of

Education. To further
test, refine and assess
their effectiveness in
real-world contexts, a
pilot implementation of
these guidelines has been
planned in schools affili-
ated to CBSE in classes 6,
9 and 11, with effect from
session 2024-2025,” the
board said in a letter to
school principals.
“Principals of interest-
ed schools for this pilot
programme are request-
ed to share their contact
details through the link
(https://forms.gle/5AB2i
uxalk62r2E3A),” it said.

L
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ECONOMICS TIMES, 11 APRIL 2024

[ITs Strive to Beat Placement Winter Blues

At least 30% of students across older premier tech institutes have not received job offers

Delhi, Bombay (Mumbai), Kanpur, Mad- season ends in May-June for the ITs. Two
SreeradhaDBasv

ras (Chennai), Kharagpur, Roorkee, of the topschools—IIT Bombay and ITT
&Prachi VermaDadhwal Guwahatiand Varanasi (BHU), the Delhi— have provided official placement

struggle toplace studentsinachallenging datatoET At [T Bombay, the top choice
Bengaluru | New Delhi: Over four environment hasn'’t gotten any easier. for those who clear the entrance exam

months intofinal placements at the older Theschoolsare goingallouttogetmore  process, 33% of the 1,973 students partici-
Indian Institutes of Technology (ITTs) at recruiters to campuses. The placement pating in placements were yet to get jobs
as of April4. Theolder ITs are typically
regarded by candidates as the most desi-
Lean season rable. Apart from the eight older ones,
; India has15other IITs set up since 2008.
Offers at older At IIT Bomba IT-BHU became IIT-BHU (Varanasi) in
IITs are down 1 3220f 1, 3'73 £ 2012 by an act of Parliament.
15-25% from students have ! { Tech slump, AtIIT Delhi, about 1,083 of the 1,814 who
a year ago | been hired A A B i larger batch signed up with the Office of Career _
; ' SFEEEE  Services (OCS) had got placed as of April
Jobs givento 1,083 of 1,814 who IR0k 5, while around 40% are yet to get jobs.
took part in IIT Delhi placement drive SIOEGL  For undergraduate programmes
(BTech+dual degree) the numbers are
Undergraduate | Students also better: 81% of the 903 who participated
programmes faring - rejecting jobs have got jobs, the institute told ET.
relatively better ‘ with low pay
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ECONOMICS TIMES, 11 APRIL 2024

Low Packages Get
Thumbs Down

» From Page 1

Those in the master’s/PhD pro-
grammes aren’'tdoingas well, lowe-
ring the overall hiring percentage.

According to IIT Bombay’s place-
ment and internship report for
2022-23, around 82%, 1,516 of 1,845
students who had actively partici-
pated in placements, secured jobs
attheend of theseasonlastyear. At
OT Delhi, the overall placement
percentage was around 84%.

At least 30% of students are still
unplaced across the older IITs this
season, and offers are down 15-25%
fromthe sametimelast year, said pe-
ople with knowledge of the matter.

Apart from IIT Bombay and OT
Delhi, the other older schools
didn’t provide official placement
numbers.

Students are reluctant to settle
for companies making low offers.

“We are getting smaller compani-
es offering Rs 5-6 lakh salaries but
students want to hold out for hig-
her packages. Thereisalot of pres-
sure on them given the hype aro-
und IITs,” said a placement mem-
ber at one of the older IITs.

ET has been reporting since befo-
re the start of the placement sea-

son on the impact of the tech slow-
down and the overall hiring pull-
back on placements across institu-
tes, including the IITs.

Sameer Jadhav, professor-in-
charge of placements at [IT Bom-
bay, said that out of the 2,396 stu-
dents who registered, 1,973 partici-
pated in placements.

“We have 33% students yet to be
placed,” he said. “The placement
season is still ongoing and ends on
June 30. We have more than 35com-
panies yet to visit and more are be-
ingcontacted.”

Largebatch sizesacross institutes
haveadded tothechallenge inanal-
ready tough year. At IIT Delhi, for
instance, data show that 1,814 have
so far opted for OCS services this ti-
me, a 20% jump from 1,513 last year.
The number of PhD students —175
— included in this has seen a six-
fold increase from 2022-23 levels.
“The OCS is planning to organise
separate and dedicated placement
drives for them,” said R Ayothira-
man, professor-in-charge, OCS.

“So far, we have 1,500 students
who have job offers from over 350
companies. More are coming,” sa-
id professor Rajib Maity, head of
placement cell at IIT Kharagpur.
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This analysis looks at unemplovment in the major States of India — excluding the Union Territories

BOONOMIC NOTES
Rahul Mcnon

recent report rrhm by the

International Lal

Onganization (ILO) and the

Institute for Human
Development (THD) revealed that rwo out
of every three unemployed individuals
was a voung graduate, highlightng the
need for urgent policy intervention. Little
is understood abourt the causes of
unemplovment in India, a knowledge gap
that requires urgent redressal.

Thus anahvsis looks at unemplovment in
the major States of India - excluding the
Unuon Termories -among indmiduals
ad 15 and above as measured by the

(Manipur is not included here since field
work was not completed owing to the
conflict). Since the coverage of smaller
States in the overall sample is less
compared 1o larger States, these estimates
should not be taken as definitive
measurements bur as indicators of the
tmportant factors driving unemployment.

An analysis of unemployment
Figure | outhnes the unemployment rates
acoss Indian Stazes in 202223 from the
hughest to the lowest. At almost 10%,
Goa's unemployment rate —more than
three nmes the national average (3.17%) -
is the highest. Interestingly, 4 of the top §
States - Goa, Kerala, Haryana and Punjab
are comparatively richer states. The
nich States of western India -
M. and Gujarat -
umemployment rates far less than me
nanonal average. All northern States -
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana,
Unzrakhand and Himachal Pradesh -
have unemployment rates higher than the
nanonal average, as do all southern States
with the exception of Karmnataka.

Oun of the 27 States considered, 12
States have unemployment rates less than
the narional average. Low rates in larger
States - 3% in Maharashira, 2 4% in Uttar
Pradesh and 1.6% in Madhya Pradesh —
bring down the narional average. But this
presents a conundrum:

Maharashtra and Gujarat, much of the
States with unemployment rates lower
than the national average also have per
capita incomes lesser than the national
average

The determinants of unemployment
Figure 2 depicts the relationship berween
unemployment rates and the share of the
Labour force in self-employment. The
trend line drawn through the data is
downward-sloping, indicating that there
exists a negative relationship berween the
two; In States where a lange proportion of
|:1|e labcvuv force is engaged in

rate

HINDU (P-8), 11 APRIL 2024

On unemployment in Indian States

nong individuals aged 15 and above, utilising data
from the Periodic Labour Foree Survey (PLIS) of 2022-23

Adefinite lack of jobs

This analysis looks at unemployment in the major States of India. Since the coverage of smaller States In the overall sample s less compared to larger
States, these estimates should not be taken as definitive measurements but as indicators of the factors driving unemployment

In pursalt: Job seekers attend

FIGURE 2: SELF-EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT

office and Vocational Higher Secondary Department at SRV Government
Vocational Higher Secondary School in Kochi, in 2023 THULAS| KAKKAT
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urban sector. Figure 3 outlines the
relationship berween the urban share of
the labour force and the unemployment
rate. There is a clear positive relation,
indicating an increase in unemployment
rates in highly urbanised States. This
explains the high degree of
unemployment in States like Goa and
Kerala - both highly urbanised - and low |
in States like U.P.,

nt, the pl
is I(N Slnca a bulk of the
self-employment in India is of the
informal variety, States with a large
proportion of informal work would find it
easy 10 absorb a large number of
job-seekers. Yet it is unclear whether this
reladonshjp is Lame or effect. Does a lack

jhnrkhand and Madhya Pradesh.
Urbanised States have smaller

and agrarian-dependent sectors and
hence have a relatively smaller source of
informal jobs available. While informal
sectors do exist - and thrive - in urban
settings, the scope for the absorption of

a! |f-employmen lities result

in high |_|.nerl1p|0mwn(7 Orisit that in
states with high unemployment,
individuals do not wish 1o engage in
self-employment?

A large proportion of informal
self-employment is accounted for by
agriculture and the rural economy. A
useful proxy, therefore, is 10 examine the
size of the labour force engaged in the

job-seekers is limited as compared to
rural agriculture, which often acts asa
‘reserve’ absorbing surplus labour.

On education and employment
Exceptions, however, do exist. Gujarat
and Maharashtra are highly urbanised —
the share of the urban labour force is 37% |
in both States, much higher than States

like U.P. (17%) and Madhya Pradesh (20%) |

-

by District

° The dots represent States
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FIGURE 3: URBANISATION AND UNEMPLOYMENT
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FIGURE 4: SHARE OF GRADUATES AND UNEMPLOYMENT

'Y
‘ s The dots represent States
°
‘ ®
5
o8 %
25 e
& oo
0
DWT'Q TSD: 7\557 2250% 30;030

| Note: The unemployment rate is on the y-axis, and the share of

15 10

~ and yet have lower unemployment.
Much of the discussion in the wake of the
release of the ILO-IHD report has centred
on the link berween education and
unemployment. A previous column in
this newspaper on December 26, 2023,
“Are graduates facing unemployment’,
also discussed the high prevalence of

groduates in the labour force is on the x-axs.

always faced unemployment, even when
the modemn sector was in its infancy.

Another possible explanation is linked
to aspirations. Graduates seek high-wage
jobs in line with their skills, and not
informal jobs. If the modern sector does
not expand sufficiently to absorb new
gmduzla it would result in

amongst gradi
ﬁgure-touumeslhisl.lnkacmss Indian
States. There is a clear positive
relationship. Kerala, for instance, has a
highly educated labour force - 30% of the
labour force are graduates — and faces
high unemployment. Gujarat and
Maharashtra have a relatively lower share
of graduates in their labour force -
roughly 14% and 20% respectively — and
hence have lower unemployment in spite
of being richer and urbanised.

There might be several reasons for this
outcome. Perhaps graduates do nor
possess the requisite skills required for
the growing modern sector. This
necessitates a focus on teaching
infrastructure and standards. But this
does not explain why graduates have

ar M N

‘These are not the only
factors driving unemployment. State
policy also plays a key role. But this
analysis highlights the links between
structural transformation and
unemployment.

Growing developing economies
experience a reduction in the role of
agriculture, and an increase in

. and N
As India develops, these factors would
add an upward pressure to the
unemployment rate. It is imperative that
policy concentrates on the question of
employment generation to counter these
tendencies.

Rahul Menon is Associate Professor in
the findal School of Government and Public
Policy at O.P. Jindal Global University. \\[ \ ‘| &

THE GIST

v

A recent report released by the
International Labour
Organization (ILO) and the
Institute for Human
Development (IHD) revealed
that two out of every three
unemployed individuals was a
‘young graduate.

v

Perhaps graduates do not
possess the requisite skills
required for the growing
modem sactor. This
necessitates a focus on
teaching infrastructure and
standards:
-
Out of the 27 States.
considered, 12 States have
unemployment rates less than
the national average
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Indian universities make global inroads

India made significant inroads across all major fields in the subject-wise QS World University
Rankings announced on Wednesday with 69 Indian universities achieving ranks - a nearly 20%
increase from the previous iteration. A look at the findings of the report. By Vrinda Tulsian

About the report 16,400 szt QB e Eum—

The QS Worid University Rankings by Subject 2024, the 14th edition LAy , (ét‘;:llc;:l‘%(: afla—c;got:ryidll?:gia is
of the report, was prepared by global education experts Quacquarelli Universities across academic high-quality tertiary
Symonds (QS) to provide a comparative analysis on the performance = the world analysed disciplines education in the face of
of universities across the world across academic disciplines. exploding demand: this
much was recognised by
s ‘ 2020’s NEP, which set the
How India fared | TOP INDIAN INSTITUTIONS AMONG THE GLOBAL LIST 2020 ep wivcheer e
Indian universities showed a marked Arts & Humanities Engineering & Technology gross enrolment ratio by
improvement in the latest edition with lIMs | . 2035. It should therefore
and IITs leading the country’s chargeonthe 2024 Change Institution Score 2024 Change Institution .,;} Score provide some reassurance
global educatonalsphere [M-Ahmedabad | (1) 61 University of el 2 692 24 WTBombay (ITB) & B that the number of
was named among Top 25 for business and ¢ T Jawaharlal Nk FEAr i g alpei by . TRl T ) 79, dian programs
management studies, while [[M.-Bmgahre \ %") 2a Jawah,a!lal, !‘Ae,h.ru_u,mvgrs“,v, . ,g?? 1 3‘ - ,I,rr,De""("TD, o : ) i 79,1 - feamﬂngm
and IIM-Calcutta were among the Top 50. 1261 S IIT Bombay (IITB) ~ - 614 | 9v  liTMadras (ITM) - 766 our 55 subject
| (') 3v I Kharagpur (INT-KGP) 55 rankings.. has
. ardo it +n tho =g = RAnel oo p --- 4 M . . .
§ madeittothe | Life Sciences & Medicine L) 8y IMKanpur(R) s e e 355
B 1013l of 424 entries | | 238 Change lnstitution @ Sore | (1) BY IndianinstititeofSdence  BI  fo454”
T Mos%meron | L) 7 AIMSNewDehi N7 657 | (1) 4v T Roorkee(TR s -essiaTumer
. universities 4 o (/) 514 Manipal University, Manipal 627 (10 1 IiT Guwahati (IITG) 687 Qs CEQ
Weroy  lastyear's A S ‘m ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 4 - -
—— 2 28 VIT Vellore 68.6
of Indian entries are either new @ 40~  AnnaUniversity o OTHER
to the list, or have shown A - i ,n,h.'ewq S 66.9
imeovemer arvave | 104 Chandigarh Universiy as  HIGHLIGHTS
maintained their positions 3! 5y BITS, Pilani 62.8 ® The 12 Institutes of Eminence
O/ Experienced varsities in india ;ID A SRM Institute of Sc & Tech 62.5 (IoE) such as DU and the IITs
¢}  saw adedine In their ranking 0; Bombay, Madras, Delhi and
Kharagpur, among others
- g . : “H have contributed to 40% of
On 2nd spot in broader ‘f::f"zf-‘s & I'Vllanagement Studies 0 o ol ontes
. . ange Inst ;
Asian regional context - "';; ::""“ Score o Delhi University leads the
a medabad 82.9 pack with 30 entries, followed
China (Mainland) Umv:o:md 'mi;;tm 294 IIM Bangalore 812 closely by the IIT-Bombay
_ ; v 584 IIM Cal with 28 entries and
di: 424 5 : alcutta ns IIT-Kharagpur with 27 entries.
Japan 44 510 ‘ dboyl BS e Saveetha Institute of Medical
So.uth Korea 36 499 9. lTBombay n1 and Technical Sciences was on
Taiwan 25 m A Symbiosis International 69.6 world rank 24 in dentistry. It
Malaysia 25 283 A 1IM Lucknow 69.5 had a perfect score of 100/100
Pakistan 23 1 “Change s over M'] : in the H Index metric
2 ran



Administrator
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES, 11 APRIL 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL 10

NOTING THAT it was not the first
case where the varsity had taken
punitive action of rusticating stu-
dents, in non-compliance of its
own rules as well as principles of
natural justice, the Delhi High
Court has stayed the rustication of
a Ph D student at Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) until the
next hearing,

Initsorder on April 1,a single-
judge bench of Justice C Hari
Shankar said the student, Ankita
Singh, shall be “forthwith read-
mitted” at JNUin the same capac-
ity inwhich she was pursuing her
studies earlier, and shall be al-
lowed to continue her course.

Singh had moved HC against
2023 order passed by JNUwhere
she was found guilty of acts of al-
leged indiscipline and was rusti-
cated and declared out of bounds.
Singh claimed there was no other

INDIAN EXPRESS, 11 APRIL 2024

‘NON-COMPLIANCE OF RULES, PRINCIPLES OF NATURAL JUSTICE'’

Facts of the case disturbing’ HC
stays rustiation of JNU student

The petitionerisa Ph D
student at JNU

communicationinthe formof any
proctorial inquiry or any opportu-
nity granted to her to show cause
against any allegation before the
order was issued to her.

The court said, “This is not a
first case, which is coming up be-
fore this Court, of JNU taking co-
ercive and punitive action by rus-
tication of students, in complete
derogation of its own Statutes and
the Rules governing proctorial in-
quiries to be conducted by JNU,
and in total disregard of the prin-

ciples of natural justice and fair
play. If what Ms Ankita Singh says
is correct, an extremely disturb-
ing state of affairs is revealed.”

In February, the court had
sranted relief to another JNU stu-
dent also rusticated last year.

In the present case, Justice
Shankar took note of an office or-
der passed on August 4, 2022 as
per which “several authorities”
recommended that Singh needed
medical assistance on an urgent
basis for which the competent au-
thority must constitute a Jegal
medical board to assess her well
being and provide helpif needed.

However, Singh claimed she
was in “no need of medical assis-
tance”, and was completely clue-
less about the basis of the claim.
On the court’s query, Singh said
“norecommendation of any such
authority or any such committee
was provided to her”.

The HC said that a “statement
that a female student of the
University is in need of urgent

medical assistance, coupled with
various allegations of mishehav-
iour by her, is extremnely serious”,
It noted that the August 4,
2022 office order neither specified
the ailment, if any, that Singh had
which would require “urgent
medical assistance”, nor the inci-
dents of misbehaviour or miscon-
duct of which she was culpable,
“The facts of this case..are
deeply disturbing At this juncture,
the Court is not inclined to make
any further comment, as JNU has
yet to file counter affidavit. In the
circumstances of the case, how-
ever, there can be no question of
the impugned office order dated 8
May 2023 being allowed to con-
tinue to remain in operation,”
Justice Shankar said as he stayed
the operation of the rustication or-
der till the next hearing on July 9.
The HC, though, said that this
direction is subject to the outcome
of Singh's plea. The court, there-
after, granted four weeks to JNU
to file its response to Singh's plea.
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ANIL SWARUP

Smart
dassrooms,
mentioned in
the brochures
of elite private
schools, are now
available to
underprivileged
students of
remote villages
in Dewas

twas in 2016 when | had
just taken over as Secre-
tary, School Education,
Government of India
I had the occasion to visit a
school in Pastepada. a village in
the remote part of Maharash-
tra | was pleasantly surprised
to find that despite the absence
of electnaty supply, this two
room primary school had gone
entirely digital. This effort of
Sandeep Gund, the lone
teacher in the primary school,
was subsequently replicated 1n
the entire state of Maharash-
tra through crowd-funding
The entire story is outlined in
a chapter in my book. No More
a Cnal Servant”. Tt 1s hearten-
ing to note that effort for set-
ting up digital schools through
crowd-funding is now being
replicated in other parts of the
country in the true spirit of
Nexus of Good.
Each officer can make
a difference. This is being
amply demonstrated by Rishav
Guptz—District Magistrate of
a remote district in Madhya
Pradesh. Credit to his efforts,
“Mera School-Smart School’
Initiative is being implemented
for Primary and Middle Govt
School students in which
smart TVs have been installed
in all the schools of the district,
solely through crowd-fund-
ing and public participation.
Class-wise and chapter-wise
e-curriculum is created and
implemented. Also, double
lock systems, voltage stabi-
lisers and waterproofing of
smart rooms have been taken
up to ensure sustainability of
the initiative, Out of the tar-
get of 1,669 schools, 1,442 have
been provided with smart TVs
to date.
The beauty of this initia-
tive is that all the stakeholders,
like political representatives,
NGOs, donors and teachers,
were taken on board and reg-
ularly consulted to impart a
sense of ownership. Class-
wise and chapter-wise e-cur-
riculum was developed and
implemented. Electricity con-
nections were provided to
even the most remote schools.
To ensure the longevity of the
Smart Classrooms, measures
such as double lock systems,
voltage stabilisers, and water-
proofing were implemented
with the support of Gram

Wings
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Under ﬂ\er‘ﬂeru §dlqoLSn|qn School’ initiative, out of the target of 1,669 school

Panchayats.

Cost saving is one of the
underlying mottoes of the
mission. The open-source con-
tent developed under ‘Mera
School-Smart School is based
on prudently selected YouTube
channels in Hindi language.
This is being imparted totally
free of cost to government
primary and middle school
students. Usually, such con-
tent costs enormously when
sourced through EdTech plat-
forms like Byju's or Unacad-
emy, making such private
Ed-Tech platforms financially
inaccessible to rural students.
The content is developed class-
wise, subject-wise, and even
chapter-wise. In this project,
no cost is borne even by gov-
ernment schools, as the entire
infrastructure is crowd-funded
and the content is compiled
by teachers themselves. The
initiative has indeed bridged
the gap between the educa-
tion imparted in private and
government schools through
digital media.

The trigger for this initia-
tive came from monitoring the
extremely poor learning levels
of primary and middle school
students. Discussions with
stakeholders revealed that this

»
ictures

csmate R

managed o establish smart digital classrooms in the remotest schools of Dezas. Madhya

t types of @ #

was on account of poor atten-
dance in schools as well as due
to obsolete pedagogical tech-
nique leading to monotonous
learning. This led to the idea of
imparting digital education in
all government schools.

There were huge challenges
to begin with. Crowd sourc-
ing of infrastructure (smart
TVs, stabilisers, JioFi internet)
wasn't easy. This was overcome
through intensive interactions
with industries, Public Rep-
resentatives, local businesses,
and NGOs. Muskan Dreams
was one of the NGOs that
played a critical role in the roll
out of this project.

The impact of the initiative
was there for everyone to see.
The attendance in government
schools witnessed a remark-
able improvement. Television
in schools was the primary
attraction for rural kids, Many
of them had not seen televi-
sions in their lives.

The learning levels of stu-
dents are showing signs of
improvement, as the retention
from education videos is more.
Also, better insights into the
complex concepts (like inside
of an atom) are being gained.

Parents are becoming aspi-
rational. Some parents con-

tributed to repair the LED
which was damaged by an
election party during Vidhan
Sabha elections.

Smart classrooms, men-
tioned in the brochures of elite
private schools, are now avail-
able to underprivileged stu-
dents of remote villages today
in Dewas.

To sustain the programme,

the following steps have been

taken:

1. Donors are identified to
provide smart TVs, stabi-
lisers and JioFi devices to
schools. Multi-level meeting
and reviewing is done over
nine months to ensure 100
per cent coverage of schools;

2. e-Content is developed and
updated by local teachers.

Orientation is imparted to
all government teachers;

3. Gram Panchayats ensure
that double doors are
installed in all schools to
prevent theft;

4. Class-wise, subject-wise and
chapter-wise e-content has
been developed and smart
TVs have been installed
in all primary and middle
schools. Either using pen
drives or JioFi devices, or
using mobile hotspot, this
content is beine made avail-

lo digital dreams

Through crowd funding and public participation. Rishav Gupta—a young I1S officer—has

Prqdeslz

ls, |,442th¢ been provided with smart TVs to date REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

able to students. With the
help of Muskan Dreams,
android boxes have also
been provided along with
curated learning content;

5. Time table for digital edu-
cation is prepared for each
class in every school, cover-
ing all the subjects;

6. e-Learning content is com-
piled in Hindi from carefully
curated vernacular YouTube
academic channels.

What is happening in
Dewas is truly remarkable.
A dedicated team under a
visionary young Collector,
Rishav Gupta, committed to
the cause of education, has
identified a serious issue in
the district, and managed to

find a sustainable solution to
the problem. The model that
he has put in place is replicable
in the true spirit of Nexus of
Good. As people with a phil-

anthropic mindset are avail-

able everywhere, all that is

required is their trust. They

have to be convinced that their

contributions would be uti-

lised in the best possible way,

and no siphoning off would

take place. Rishav and his

fabulous team are making it

happen.

Views expressed are personal
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Aussie varsity oflers scholarships
to Indian students

OUR CORRESPONDENT

outhern Cross University in

Australia is offering the Vice

Chancellor’s Academic Excel-
lence Scholarship for international
students. Eligible students enrolled
in any full undergraduate or post-
graduate coursework degree at
the Gold Coast campus can apply.
To be eligible for the scholarship,
applicants need to meet the uni-
versity’'s minimum admission cri-
teria and demonstrate consistently
high academic performance (mini-
mum ATAR of 75). Southern Cross
University offers a wide range of
courses including Engineering,
Naturopathic Medicine, Health Sci-
ence, Nursing, Business, Comput-

d

ing, Education, Social Work, an
Community Welfare.

Another scholarship oppor-
tunity accessible to Indian stu-
dents is the Southern Cross Global
Regional Scholarship. This schol-
arship is designed to provide sup-
port for international students
pursuing undergraduate or post-
graduate studies at Southern Cross
University’s Lismore and Cofls
Harbour campuses. <\ n

)
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1T MADRAS LAUNCHES
rOUNDATION TO
URIVE GLOBAL ASPIRAT

RESEARCH

ONS

Will act as calalyst for start-ups,
creale access lo global markets

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ogy Madras (IIT Madras) is

launching the IIT Madras
Research Foundation to drive
its global aspirations. It will be
a catalyst for start-ups coming
out of the institute’s tech eco-
system landscape to access the
global markets, capital, fund-
ing for research and inno-
vation, scaling its academic
master’s and doctoral programs
through strategic university
collaborations as well as indus-
try partnerships.

To realise this vision, the
institute has appointed Thi-
rumalai Madhavnarayan, a
senior business management
and technology professional, as
the first CEO of IITM Research
Foundation. The ‘IIT Madras
Research Foundation’ is being
set up with a vision to expand
IIT Madras’ global footprint,
drive growth in innovation and
entrepreneurship and increase

Indian Institute of Technol-

engagement with industry and
R&D partnerships.

“The IITMRF would be a
scalable and sustainable ‘plug
and play’ platform with local
flavour, to take IIT Madras
assets global, fuelling expo-
nential growth in innovation
& entrepreneurship, enhanced
Industry Engagement and
R&D partnerships,” he said.

Key focus areas of the

foundation will include:

» Patents and technologies
ready for commercialisation

» Start-ups established by
IITM faculty founders,
students and researchers

» Explorations based on
market thesis (e.g., Green
growth)

» Giving global access to start-
ups from the IIT Madras
ecosystem and providing
them exposure to new mar-
kets, capital and technologi-
cal adjacencies

» Access to [IT Madras-cre-
ated technologies for alumru

Py
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~ ONLY 41 PER CENT
STUDENTS STILL LOOKING
FOR JOBS: 1T BOMBAY

-
e
3 -

. on P

o o TR

OUR CORRESPONDENT

fter reports suggested that almost
ABO% of IIT Bombay students

hadn't secured placements,
the prestigious institute refuted the
allegations. Through a post on social
media platform X (formerly Twitter),
they shared findings from an exit survey,
stating that only 6.1% of graduating
students from the class of 2022-23 are
“still looking for jobs”

“Lately there has been news that over
30% of IITB students do not get jobs! An
exit survey among graduating students in
2022-23 says only 6.1% are still looking
for jobs. Here is the survey result for you
to decide..” IIT Bombay posted on X.

As per the survey, 57.1% of the
2022-23 batch bagged jobs through the
college placements. Of the total, 12.2%
of students went for a higher education,
10.3% of students secured jobs outside 11T
Bombay, 8.3% went for public services,
1.6% joined startups. The survey also
mentioned that 4.3% are “not yet decided”,
and 6.1% are still looking for a job.

The initial report revealed that 36%
of the 712 registered candidates failed
to secure jobs in this year's 1T Bombay
placements. The report certainly raised
concern given the tough job market
conditions due to global economic
uncertainties and a slowdown in hiring,

aflecting recent graduates, including those
from prestigious institutions.

.\:\0,'\
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Indian studentsinperil

America must prioritise their safety

"\ HE spike in the deaths of Indian or Indian-ori-

=
) § *gin students in the US this year indicates that
§ the Joe Biden administration is not doing

§ enough to halt the alarming attacks. Earlier
... this week, Mohammed Abdul Arfath, a 25-

year-old student from Hyderabad, was found dead in
Cleveland: he had been missing since last month. His
family had received aransom call on March 17. Itis unfor-
tunate that the student could not be rescued, even though
the Indian consulate had claimed that it was working with
local law enforcement agencies to find him. The death of
an Indian student, Uma Satya Sai Gadde, was reported in
Ohio last week, while a trained classical dancer, Amarnath
Ghosh, was shot dead in St Louis, Missouri, in March.

A succession of unnatural deaths in January-Febru-
ary had prompted White House communications officer
John Kirby to assert that there was no excuse for vio-
lence based on race, gender, religion or any other factor.
In a bid to reassure the Indian diaspora, he had said that
the Biden administration was working ‘very, very hard’
totry to thwart the attacks. US Ambassador to India Eric
Garcetti had said that his government was ‘very com-
mitted’ to making Indians realise that America was a
safe and wonderful place to study. However, the situation
on the ground seems to be worsening.

The US-based Foundation for India and Indian Dias-
pora Studies has identified the main causes of these inci-
dents, which include violent crimes, suspicious accidents
and mental issues triggering suicide. It has urged the
agthorm'es toraise awareness about various risks and pro-
Vlfie mental health support. There is speculation that neg-
ative propaganda against the community is fuelling hate

tchr;n;;e?flﬂ';gglar:: accounting for about 25 per cent of
oa to n'gn' students in the US, it is imperative for Ameri-
prioritise their safety and crack down on the hate-
mongers. The prevailing laxity can damage America’s

reputation as a popular destination for Indian students.
o v [/
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