
A. Joseph Dorairai 

reat teachers 
are not born, 
but made. The 
process is long 

and arduous but the out 
come is rewarding. What 
goes into the making of 
an exceptional teacher? 
What are the hallmarks 
of a great teacher? 

Self-reflection: Great 
teachers constantly re 
flect on their profession 
and their acadenmic pur 
suits. They frequently ask 
themselves: Did my stu 
dents learn anything to 
day? Is there anything I 
could have done better? 
Was my pedagogic strate 
gy appropriate and fruit 
ful? Did I complete the 
tasks that I had planned? 
Did I collect my students 
feedback and analyse it? 
This introspection and 
self-reflection enables 
them to look back and 
forward and become bet 
ter teachers. A teacher 

who does not introspect 
on his/her everyday aca 
demic pursuits lacks the 
propulsion to go forward. 

Multidisciplinary: 
Such teachers are multi 
disciplinarians and im 
part a holistic education. 
While grounded in their 

They arc life-long 
learners. They ensure 
that the curricula of 
their respective 
disciplines is updated 

periodically so that their 
students are conversnt 
with the lalest 

developments. 
CM 

What makes a teacher great? 
Defining l0 

characteristics 
ofoutstanding 

educatrs 

respective disci 
plines, they are acutely 
conscious that know 
ledge is whole and, there 
fore, undertake inter 
and multidisciplinary 
projects. Apart from fo 
cusing on cognitive deve 
lopment, their goal is to 
transform their students 
into well-rounded indivi 
duals who will be con 
nected to the transcen 
dent, their fellow human 
beings and the 

ecosystem. 
Research oriented: 

They are research-orient 
ed and try to address real 
academic problems. 
They convert academic 
issues into research pro 
blems and try to 'solve 
them in a relatively short 
span of time. They collect 
data, both quantitative 
and qualitative, to 'test' 
their research hypothes 
es. The fact that practis 
ing teachers strive to find 
answers to classroom is 
sues through action re 
search projects is to be 

OWn 

Experinental: Great 
eachers take risks in 
their academic ventures. 
They do not shy away 
from trying out different 
methodologies to teach a 

Meutor 

(Sprort 

Slare) 

Erperience 

particular concept or the 
ory or text. They experi 
ment with new methods, 
even if these do not al 
ways bear fruit. While 
most teachers shun inno 
vation for fear of failure, 
outstanding teachers are 
willing to 'take the road 
less travelled by', despite 
potential threats and 
failures. 

Use technology: All 
great teachers are con 
versant vith technology. 
Post-COVID, the use of 
technology for academic 

especially purposes, 
has teaching-learning, 

come down. But good 

feach 

TEACHING 

Guidance 

Develo, veant 
teachers ensure that 
technology assists and 
complements their 

teaching. They encour 
age their students to sign 
up for MOOCs and use 
online resources for their 
academic enrichment. 
Such teachers constantly 
update themselves with 

Interactive: They are 
community-oriented in 
the sense that they share 
their stories - successes 
as well as failures - with 
their colleagues. They 
draw inspiration with re 
gard to pedagogy and 
classroom management 

from their peers and, in 
turn, offer suggestions, 
especially with regard to 
successtul 
This makes staft rooms 
vibrant spaces for infor 
mal interactive sessions. 

Skille 

Encourage students: 
Exceptional teachers be 
lieve in the efticacy of stu 
dent-talk. In a typical 
classroom, teachers are 
obsessed with covering' 
the syllabus and refuse to 
devote time to students 
interaction. But out 
standing teachers know 
that students' interaction 
should be given tinte and 
space and encourage stu 

(Lear 
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teachers 

dents to not only ask 
questions but also have a 
questioning mind. Great 

catalyse 

Socially committed: 
Such teachers have a 
strong social commit 
ment. They do not get 
lost in esoteric research 
projects that do not have 
any connection to 

ground realities. They 
are conscious of their res 
ponsibility to protect the 
fragile ecosystem and 
reach out to the disad 

sections vantaged 
through education. They 
instill in their students a 

concern for the environ 
ment and the marginal 
ised, and encourage 
them to get involved in 
transformative extension 
and outreach activities 
with the dream of creat 
ing an equitable world. 

Constant learning: 
They are life-long lear 
ners. They constantly up 
date themselves through 
Faculty Development 
Programmes (FDPS). 
They ensure that the cur 
ricula of their respective 
disciplines is updated pe 
riodically so that their 
students are conversant 
with the latest develop 
ments. They prepare 
their students to face the 
future conidently by in 
itiating them into the cul 
ture of learning to learn'. 

Improvisation: Great 
teachers, like all good 
professionals, think on 
their feet. When they en 
ter a classroom, they are 
prepared to adjust their 
teaching strategies and 
classroom management. 
This improvisation ena 
bles them to face any sit 
uation, however unex 
pected and challenging. 
In fact, thinking on one's 
feet is a vital skill in to 
day's fast-changing 

Great teachers con 
stantly reinvent them 
selves so that they are 
prepared to address fresh 
challenges. They revital 
ise themselves every day 
so that they remain vi 
brant and relevant. 

The witer is a Professor of 
English, Gandhigram Rural 
Institute Deemed-to-be 

University. Email 
josephdorairaj@gmail com 

welcomed. 

the latest in technology. 

strategies. 
interactions. 

world. 
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A textbook case of 
politics writing history 

eriodic curriculum updates are necessary, 
including in the humanities, but there has to be 
epistemological and scientific certitude backing 

them, especially with regard to the methods of 
arriving at the insertions or deletions. The controversy 
that the recent revision of school textbooks by the 
National Council of Education Research and Training 
(NCERT) has dredged up indicates that the latest 
updates may not fully pass this test. 

P 

For instance, the revisions remove references to the 
Aryan Migration Theory (AMT) from history 
textbooks, asserting that the analysis of ancient DNA 
recovered from excavation sites establishes that there 

was continuity between the Harappan people and the 
Vedic era communities, in line with the claim of Hindu 
nationalists. The other side argues that the findings 
resist any such interpretation, especially when it 
comes to the absence of the Central Asian "'steppe" 
gene in many samples-the so-called Aryan gene that 
is almost ubiquitous in parts of South Asia today. 

This is not surprising since history is a contested 
terrain and its uses for politics would mean there will 
always be attempts to manipulate its writing. 
However, we need to fireproof textbooks from power 
politics. In the Harappan story, where science has 
been enriching and updating our understanding of 
early Indians, migrations into India, and the shaping 
up of a complex and varied population that speaks of 
multiple genetic sources, it is best to make available 
the multiple narratives to students rather than 
impose any politically driven claim on them. 

It would preserve scientific temper in education if 
polemics were kept out of school textbooks. While. 
of course, keeping the distinction between science, 
mythology, beliefs and opinions. nlle 
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IIT-Delhi lends hand to students: Support panel, campus stay with kin for some 
PAGE 1 
ANCHOR 

VIDHEESHA KUNTAMALLA 
NEW DELHI, APRIL7 

TO EASE pressure on students 
struggling with studies, which in 
extreme cases has resulted in 
suicides, the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT), Delhi has 
formed a panel of teachers and 
students to help its undergradu 
ate students with a "poor aca 
demic record", and in 

onal cases" has alsono tion 
a few students to stay with a 

YoUR RIGHT 
TO KNOW 

AN EXPRESS RTI 
APPLICATION 

family member on campus, The 
Indian Express has learned. 

"In a few exceptional cases, 
the departments have identified 
at least three such students who 
they believe require additional 
Support and must stay with a 
family member. In such cases. the 
student is allowed to live with a 
family member on campus and 
advised not to live alone in the 

hostel. Students in such cases can 
use the premises ofa hostel we 
have on campus which also has 
the facility to cook food," a mem 
ber of the panel - Academic 
Progress Group (APG)-told The 
Indian Express. 

According to documents ac 
cessed by The Indian Express 
through the Right to Information 
Act, the APG has so far identified 
192 undergraduate students at 
the institute as "academically 
adrift", emphasising that these 
studentsS need academic help. 

The APG was formed in 
September last year, soon after 
the death of a studed in 

Anil 
Kumar, who by 

IIT-Delhi's Academic Progress Group has identified 192 
undergraduate students as 'academically adrift. File 

his hostel room. Kumar hailed 
from Uttar Pradesh's Banda dis 
trict and was pursuing B Tech in 
Mathematics. 

This year., there have been five 
studentsuicides at the IITs across 
India-two atIIT-Kanpurandone 
each in Delhi, Roorkee and BHU. 

An official notification on the 
formation of the panel said: "It 
(APG) will be empowered to in 
terface with academic units and 
hostels and intervene as re 
quired. It vwill also suggest pony changes that may be 

According to official records, 
the constitution of the APG was 

revised on March 5 with the in 
clusion of two student members 

in the eight-member panel. 
The APG has so far analysed 

the academic records of under 
graduate students on probation 
and backlog, held discussions 
with several students and pro 
vided recommendations for 
changes at the institute. 

The recommendations are 
classified into two categories: 
"Immediate Implementation" 
and for "Broader Discussion". 

For immediate implementa 
tion, the APG has identified that"a 
major cause of backlog students 
not being able to complete their 
degree requirements is the non 
availability ofhostelaccommoda 

tion beyond nine semesters", 

New Delhi 

"It is recommended that 30 

hostel seats be reserved for back 
log students beyond nine semes 
ters. The accommodation will be 
provided subject to 75% atten 
dance in lectures, tutorials and 
laboratory sessions. The recom 
mendations for hostel accom 
modation will be made by the 
APG"it has s said. The APG has also recom 

mendedincreasing the effective 
ness of the existing tutoring sys 
tem run by the Board of Student 
Welf e (BSW) and the Dean of 
Students. 

The BSWprimarily consists of 
student epresentatives fromeach 

Nek cONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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"IIT-Delhi lends hand to students: Support panel, campus stay with kin for some 
hostel and a few faculty mem 
bers. According to the institute's 
website, the BSWs motive of the 
academic mentorship pro 

gramme is "to help undergrad 
uate first-year students in their 
academics via hostel sessions 
conducted by academically 
strong second-year students". 

In order to strengthen this, the 
APG said,"An online portal should 
be developed to help needy stu 
dents identify tutors. Tutors 
should be available for fourth-and 
fifth-year students as well. The in 

centives to the tutors should be 
enhanced to imprOve student par 
ticipation.""Several students have 
reached out for personal tutoring. 
Wehaveprovided these students 
with individual tutors," the APG 
member, who did not want to be 
named, said. 

Among other recommenda 
tions is one to fx the institute's 
attendance system, as the APG 
"observed that several students 
are exploiting loopholes in the 
Timble attendance system, 
which eventually affects their 

academic performance". 
Timble is an end-to-end sys 

tem to mark paperless atten 
dance in classrooms. Essentially, 
there is a Timble Device in the 
vicinity of each classroom, which 
interacts with all smartphones 
wirelessly, allowing students to 
mark attendance in the proxim 
ity of their respective dassrooms. 

"Sometimes, students tend to 

mark the attendance but skip the 
classes," the APG member said. 

A major cause of delayed 
graduation is failure in one or 

more first-year undergraduate 
courses. While some first-year 
courses are being run during the 
summer semester, the APG has 
suggested that"efforts should be 
made to facilitate running all 
such courses with significant 
backlog. Moreover, steps should 
be taken to ensure that backlog 
studentsregister for the summer 
courses.." to ensure timely grad 
uation of those lagging. 

Under recommendations for 

"Broader Discussion", the APGhas 
suggested several policy changes 

in the way students at the insti 
tute are being currently graded. 

For instance, the panel had 
suggested removal of the Degree 
Grade Point Average (DGPA), 
which is the calculated GPAof all 
courses. 

Currently, a minimum DGPA 
of5 is required for the award of a 
B Tech degree at an IIT, but the 
pass grade for each course is aD 
(which is 4out of 10 points). 

According to the APG's sug 
gestion, if a student is scoring a 
minimum of4 out of 10 in each 

course, passing each individu- t 
ally, but the DGPA does not add 
up to 5, the student should still 
be declared as pass and should 0 
be awarded her degree. 

The recommendations related 
to academic affairs have to be dis 
cussed and passed by the insti 
tute's Senate, which is responsi 
ble for maintenance of standards 
of instruction, education and ex 
aminations at the institute 

The Indianm Express reached out 
to IIT Delhi for comments on this 
matter but received Fo response. i 
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NARROWING THE VIEW 
NCERT's textbook revisions pose question mark against 

its mandate to enable critical thinking 
NTS FOURTH round of revisions, the NCERT has announced significant changes in 
the history, sociology and political science textbooks of classes VI to XII, Revisionof 

learning material should be par for the course in a robust education system. But 
-school curricula in India especially social science textbooks - have not always 

kept pace with the latest research. History textbooks, for instance, haven't done adequate 
justice to the archaeological findings that have changed understandings of the IndusValley 
Civilisation (IVC). Recent historiography on understudied areas, such as the country's 
Northeast, is yet to find away into the school curriculum. Political science textbooks have 
verv little on the new forms ofmobilisation enabled by social media. It's also time that the 

student is apprised of climate change politics. The NCERT's latest revisions do not address 
such knowledge-related imperatives either. Instead, they appear burdened by the ruling 
dispensation's anxiety to paper over fraught political moments in the country's recenthis 
tory -the demolition of the Babri Masjid, for instance. They underplay social faultlines 
such as those related to caste. Even the changes that take note of new research on the IVC, 
seem of a piece with the deeply contested and politically loaded narrative that harps on 
continuity between the Harappan and Rig Vedic epochs. 

Last year, an investigation by this newspaper on NCERT textbooks had shone a light on 
the deletion of key passages on Mahatma Gandhi's assassination, the Emergency, Gujarat 
2002 and protest movements. Of course, social sciences have always been an arena of ide 
ological and political contestation and textbook committees have a long history of being 
fettered by government interventions. However, the recentrevisions belie the hopes raised 
by the NEP- they go against the policy's ideologically agnostic approach to education re 

form. Some of the changes described as "minor editing" -the deletion of the reference on 
the poverty and povwerlessness of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe communities in 
the Class XII Sociology textbook, for instance - seemtotie inwithapolitical agenda ofplay 
ing up the notion of a cohesive Hindu society. Similarly, the removal of a sentence linking 
big dam projects to the destitution of tribal groups - also in the Class XIl Sociology text 
book-betrays an unease with argunmentative engagements with developmental processes. 

Young minds today are exposed to aglut of information on culture, history and poli 
tics from a variety of sources, including social media. Veracity is often a casualty. 
Classrooms must, therefore, provide a grounding in objectivity while alerting students to 
social complexities, with ll their diversities, conflicts and inequities. The country's fore 
most textbook framing body should be an enabler of this process, not a hurdle in it. 
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Assan's path-breaking reforms in 
school edueation 

RANGAN DUTTA 
he decision of the Government 
of Assam announced on 30 
March 2024, to provide pri 
mary education in six lan 

guages spoken by the state's increas 
ingly assertive plains tribes 
Rabha,Tiwa, Mising, Karbi, Dimacha, 
and Deuri-has been widely 
acclaimed, especially in upper Assam, 
capturing the headlines of the media, 
and its timing just before the Lok 
Sabha election is signiñcant as the sup 
port of these groups could be decisive 
in a number of c constituencies, espe 
cially in upper Assam. On the face of it, 
the decision is sound and in keeping 
with the National Education Policy 
2023 that primary education is to be 
imparted in the mother tongue, which 
0s the language spoken by the child at 
home. However, given the linguistic 

ievident diversity of Assam, which is 
from the number of literary societies 
formed since the 1980s to promote the 
languages of ethno-linguistic groups 
such as Bodos, Koch Rajbanshis, Deori 
Kacharis, the Adivasi origin tea labour 
Community, and even long-time 

i settlers, this decision must be 
seen as path-breaking because implic 
it in it is, first, the recognition of the 

diversity, and second, the linguistic 
policy decision to promote the use of 
these languages as the medium of pri 
mary education has the force of law 
and cannot be easily backtracked. 

This step should not be seen in 
isolation but in the larger context of 

Assam's sustained efforts to "manage' 

its mind-boggling diversity-a fact not 
duly noted in the national media, such 

as, for example, the role and functions 

of the six statutory autonomous coun 

cils set up under the state laws for the 
development of areas inhabited by 

Rabha, Mising, Tiwa, Deori, Thengal 

SECONDARY EDUCA HIGHER S 

Kachari, and Sonowal Kachari plains 
tribes; and 34 non-statutory "develop 
ment council" for the betterment of 
Assamese castes like the Sut, Brahmin, 
and Kalita; and surprisingly for even 
Bengali and Hindi-speaking people as 
well. This is a most remarkable featre 
of Assam's quiet effort to harmonise 
development with diversity, which 
merits evaluation by the North East 
ern Council in its capacity as the 
"regional planning body" and even by 

NITI Ayog, as some aspects of this ini 
tiative could be replicated elsewhere 
to promote such development. 

NOILVO 

ers who are conversant with the lan 
guages well enough to teach, etc. How 
ever, these could be overcome with 
determined efforts. 

A fascinating aspect of the 
Brahmaputra Valley is the coexistence 
of a large number of ethno-linguistic 
groups who don't understand each 
other's language largely because of the 
remoteness of their villages, limited 
needs, and terrain, and therefore 

adopted a form of Assamese as the "lingua franca" for communicating 
with each other. Since the "home lan 

guages" of plains tribes such as Mis-
However, the object of imparunshhashis. "language interpreters," 

Bodos are distinct, the services 
primary education in six tribal lan 
guages will not be easy for reasons 
Such as a lack of textbooks and teach 

are needed to enable the DC's and 

SDOs to interact with the villages 

OF SECOND,ARY 
BOARD OF SF 

ASSAM 
inhabited by plains tribals during their 
tours. It may be recalled that the 
demand of Bodos in the late 1960's for 
a separate state, Udayachal, spear 
headed by the PTCA. (Plains Tribals 
Council of Action) and for the intro 
duction of Roman script in the Bodo 

in the late 1970's led to douge 
of violent movement, which 

ended with the formation of the 
Bodoland Territorial Council under the 
Sixth Schedule of the Constitution with 
the signing of the Bodo Accord on 10 
February 2003. This naturally led to the 
adoption of the Bodo language in the 
educational system in the BTC areas. 
Thus, from a wider perspective, this is 
a bold step towards the recognition of 
the linguistic identity of six more 

tribes, including two Karbis and 
Dimachas inhabiting hill areas as well. 

This development, however, is not 
to be seen in isolation but in the con 
text of an equally bold decision by the 
Government of Assam announced in 
2023 to introduce English as the medi 
um of instruction for teaching science 
and mathematics in all state-run and 
aided schools from class 6. The 
grounds, stated and unstated, are 
straightforward: science and maths 
taught in English at the early stage will 
empower the students as well as the 
teachers in multiple ways, removing 
inhibitions about the terminology, rea 
soning, and methods of analysis 
adopted globally in English for teach 
ing maths and science, and will raise 

the capacity and confidence of the stu 
dents, thereby reducing the perceived 
advantages of those who have attend 
ed "English medium schools," which 
are mushrooming in Assam and the 
north east as well as elsewhere in the 
country. Predictably, there are protests 
against it, which are even seen as a sec 
ond "medium movement," like the 
one launched in 1973 on the issuc of 
the medium of instruction at Gauhati 
University. Howvever, limes have 
changed, and the reality of the post 
internet and mobile phone age is that 
English has become the global lan 
guage of communication even outside 
the "Anglosphere," that is, countrjes 
that were outside the lands that had 
historic links with the British Empire. 
Already, several Delhi-based 

entres have started issuingd5 

ments in English dailies about their 
coaching programmes in "Hinglish," 
much to the amusement of readers Mke 
your columnist. However, this only 
shows how familiar English has 
become now, even among the kids in 
urban and even rural areas who are 
seen using mobile phones and apps 
with ease, and this must be the reality 
in Assam as well. It is quite possible 
that Assam noted the great success in 
school educaion in Andhra Pradesh 
after the adoption of English as the 
medium of instruction in all schools, 
and reportedly, Telengana is moving 
in the same direction. Thus, together, 
these two bold policy initiatives of 

The Himanta Biswa Sarnma gov 
rnment is certain to regara nese reforms as path-breaking school 

education system and will be watched 
by other states of India and in the 

The author is a retired 1.AS. Officer of AsSsam 
Meghalaya cadre and had ser d as Secretary 
Agriculture and Revenue Commissioner of 
Assam. 

ASSAM , 

northeast with great interest. 
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India, China drive Al foCus for 
global MBA aspirants: Stidy 

40% Eye AI Skills, Takers For STEM-Certified Courses Up 38% 
Manash.Gohain 

timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: Driven by grow 
ing demand in India and Chi 
na, graduate management 
education is poised for a piy 
otal shift, with 40% of aspi 
rants worldwide now empha 
sising on learning AI skills. 
Anothernotable trend among 
global MBA aspirants, largely 
propelled by India (57%) and 
China (51%), is the increasing 
clamour for STEM-certified 
business programmes. 

These insights have 

emerged from the Prospec 
tive Students Survey 2024' re 
port by GMAC (Graduate 
Management Admission 
Council), exclusively ac 
cessed by TOI. The survey re 
vealed that aspiring scholars 
of management studies are 
increasingly drawn towards 
transformative technologies 
such as generative AI, which 
has witnessed a remarkable 
38% year-over-year growth, 
with a significant majority 
citing its indispensability to 
their academicpursuits. 

Concurrently, there has 
been aparallel surge in global 
interest towards STEM-certi 
fied business programmes, 
marking a 38% uptick over 
the past five years, particular 
ly resonating in Asia, fuelled 
by the burgeoning demand in 
India and China. 

The demand for AI profi 
ciency mirrorsthe escalating 
need for skilled talent, 
prompting organisations to 
prioritise upskilling initia 
tives for their existing work 
force, including engineers, IT 
professionals, with a focus on 
generative AI and machine 

learning (ML). Also, in a 
largely cautions market, AI. 
along with the oil sector, saw 
a 20% increase in hiring in 
Feb 2024, while AI and ML 
roles saw a 21% year-over 

"In the past year, thenum 
ber of candidates who say AI 
is essential to their GME cår. 
riculá surged from 29% in 
2022 to 40% in 2023 the 
most year-over-year growth 
of any curricular option, 
and evidence of the growing 

SUSTAINABILITY A KEY FACTOR 
Survey sample 

Respondents 
4,105 

Countries of 
citizenship 

68% 

represented 

Dealbreaker choice in curriculum 

132 

Sustainablity Full-time MBA 

Reputation of educational system 

Better preparation for career 
Diversity of student body 

Reputation of educational system 

Better preparation for career 

for 

Affordability 

Hybrid learning 

Why Indian candidates prefer their top destination () 
UNITED STATES 

Affordability 
Reputation of educational system 

Closer to home 

demand to learn about the 
role of AI in a business con 
text," the survey said. 

Female respondents 

"The 2024 survey of pro 
spective students reveals 
that candidates expect grad 
uate business education to 
help equip them to advance 
social impact as a comp0 
nent of their professional 
and personal goals. Their 
strong desire to build ever 
green skills like leadership 
in an uncertain world, data 
driven problem-solving, and 
effective technology and hu 
man capital management 
persists, even though their 
preferences for delivery for 
mats and study destinations 
may shift," said Joy Jones, 
CEO of GMAC. 

42% 

Specifically, preference 
STEM-certified pro 

grammes has grown among 
candidates in India from 43% 

Gen Z respondents 

6l% 

38% 
Al courses 

WESTERN EUROPE 

35 

31 
38 

CENTRAL & SOUTH ASIA 

17% 

37 
44 

56 

55 

63 

AI &STEM 
> Candidate demand for Al grew 

38% year-Over-year, with two-fifths 
now saying it is essential to their 
Curricula 

-Global interest in STEM-certified 
GME programs grew 38% in five 
years-and to new heights in Asia, 
driven by demand in India & China 
> 50%+ candidates in India 
and Greater China prefer STEM 
certified GME programmes 

TRENDS 
>The twO-year MBA recaptured 
the top preferred degree spot from 
the one-year MBA 
> Consulting is again the top post 
GME industry for both millennials 
and Gen Z 

> Millennials' second-most 
popular sector is technology, while 
finance is the second-most popular 
industry among Gen Z 
> Women expressed greater 
interest in consumer products, 
media-communication, & nonprofit 
sectors 

> Men are statistically more 
likely to seek careers in financial 
services, investment banking, & 
technology 

in 2019 to 57% in 2023, and in 
Chinafrom 35% to 51%. 

Alongside, a steadfast 
commitment to equity incls 
sion, and sustainability 
throughout their academic 
journey is another deal 
breaker. The GMAC survey 
indicates that for over two 
thirds of aspirants, equity, 
inclusion, and sustainabili 
ty are important aspects of 
their academic journey. 
Three-quarters expresS 
those efforts around well-be 
ing, as outlined by the United 
Nations 'sustainable devel 
opmentgoals' encompassing 
eradication of poverty, hun 
ger, ensuring clean water 
and sanitation, and fostering 
decent work and economic 
growth, are inportant in 
their pursuit of higher edu 
cation. To such anextent that 
many candidates would ex 

clude schools from their con 
siderations if these funda 
mentalthemes were not inte 
grated into the curriculum. 

Furthermore, the survey 
underscores that, for Indian 
individuals aspiring to pr 
sue a global MBA, the es 
teemed reputation of the edu 
cational systems in the Unit 
ed States (77%) and Western 
Europe (63%) stands as pri 
mary attractions, while con 
siderations of affordability 
emerge as central factors for 
those eyeing educational op 
portunities in Central and 
South Asia (55%). 

Asperthe survey, afforda 
bility and growth of quality 
in-region institutions re 
shape global student mobili 
ty. For example, most Indian 
candidates now plan to apply 
domestically, growing from 
41% in 2022 to 53% in 2023. 

year increase in job creation. 
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Will CUET UG COmmon counselling 
make admissions seamless for students 
Academicians support the idea of a sngle platform for counselling to streamline the admission process 

Príyadarshini Gupta 
timesgTOup. Com 

ike medical and engnee 
ring admissions post-NEET 
and JEE, the UGC is explo 

ring the idea of conductung com 
mon counsell1ng for undergradu 
ate admissions based on Com 
mon Ünuversity Entance Test Un 
dergraduate (CUET UG) scOres. If 
implemented it would offer a 
centralised admiss:on platfom. 
enabling students to subm1t their 
preferences on a single portal rat 
her than 
multple ung separately to 

L 

iversities 

Wil curb seat wastage 
RPTiwari vice-chancellor. Central 
Universty of Punjab, Bath1nda, sa 
ys, "Usually. top-ranking students 
who soore wel usually take ad 

mission and block the seat in an 
institute. When they get better op 
tions in other universities, they le 
ave the preous seat. This Com 
pels the instutution to oonduct se 

veral rounds of counselling to fill 
the vacant seats. When new : stu 
dents jon sightly late, the colle 
ges have to repeat the onentation 
and teach1ng process to help 
them. whhch wastes resources. 
The single-window cOunselling 
will not t only help curb seat wasta 

nve equal opportunity 
to all students. If counselling is do 
ne by different institutions, then 
the whole purpose of the single 
windowexam s defeated. 

The single-window counsel 
ling gwill also reduce the burden on 
students. "After the declaration 

of results, students are required 
to apply to a couple of inst1tutions 
and pay fees for 
each of them. 
With the single 
platform, the stu 
dents will have 
to pay only once. 

Exam dates 
May 15 to 31, 2024 

The measure will also help in re 

educationtimes 

ducing the release of multiple me 
rit lists as it will be replaced by a 
common merit for all students, 
says Tiwari. 

"The idea of common counsel 

ling was made two years ago, ho 
wever, dueto lack of preparedness 
it could not be implemented," says 
Tiwan, adding, "The NTA had it 
self recommended for decentrali 
sed counselling in the beginning 
as it needed some expeience of 
holding an exam of such magnitu 
de first." In the first year of CUET 
implementation, there was a lot of 
work that needed to be taken care 
of. "In terms of subject combina 
tions, JEEis much simpler which is 

not the case with UG programmes 
as there are so 

many subjects 

Facts at a glance 
With over 14.9 lakh regis 
trations in 2023, CUET UG is 
now the second biggest 
entrance exam in the coun 
try after NEET UG. This vear. 
the exam is scheduled to be 
conducted from May 15 to 
31. The standardised test 
was introduced in 2022 to 
streamline admission proc 
esses across central, state, 
deemed and private uni 
versities nationwide 

THE PAT 

and combinations. However, com 
mon counsellingwill eventually be 
implemented. The authorities are 
in talks and it is likely that the com 
mon counselling process may be 
implemented this year," he adds. 

Gitches must be fixed first 
However, some challenges and 
concerms need to be addressed be 

fore fully implementing such a sy 
stem. Furgan Qamar, former se 
cretary general, Association of In 
dian Universities (AIU) says, "On 
ce the CUET System stabilises in 
terms of its reliability and stan 
dard, only then one should think of 
introducing new features, other 
Wise, one will alvwaysremain in the 
transition phase. There are too 
many announcements and a prac 
tice of moving from ideas to ideas. 
Someone needs to think through 

all the details, take feedback, and 
identify the challenges. Unless a 
IObust system is in place, the issu 
es will continue to persist. 

Panel to review idea 
The UGC has formed a committee 
with offcials from five different 
universities to contemplate the 

idea. The universities are Mizoram 
University, University of Hydera 
bad, Javwaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU), Kashmir University, and Ba 
naras Hindu University (BHU). 
The move will provide a single 
window for admissions and stu 
dents can give their choices on a 
single portal instead of applying 
separately to universities. Howe 
ver, there is no clarity by when will 
it be implemented if the commit 

a feasible. e When tee finds the 
reached out to the UGC, the offici 
als refused to comment. 

Students fromremote 
areas to benefit 
Kiran Hazarika, pro vice-chancel 
lor. IGNOU and former UGC mem 
ber says, Students, especially 
fromremote areas, may notbe able 
to decide or may find it difficult to 
select an institution or a program 
me as per their own choice since 

thousands of institutions are offe 
ring several programmes and co 
urses. Normally it is common 
among students to select metro ci 

ties. In this scenario, the single 
window platform will help stu 

dents get a fair idea and 
find good options close to 
their hometowns." 

New NCERT textbooks for classes II 
and VI to discourage rote learning 

The books will be available in May and the CBSE schools will introduce a fresh 

timetable to accommodate new subjects for the wholesome growth of students 

Se 

i. Gupta1 Ayus 
@timesgroup.com 

o promote project-based 
and activity-intensive le 
arning, the NCERT Will 

release new sets of textbooks 
for classes III and VI in May. Fo 
cusing on curriculum transition, 
the content of the book will dis 
courage rote learning and help 
in involving the students to un 
derstand the course better. The 

books have been desigue alignment with the 
for Curriculum Framework 

School Education (NCF-SE) in 
troduced under the NEP-2020 to 

enable a joyful learning envi 
ronment. For class II, three new 
subjects including Physical 
Education (PE), Art Education 
and World Around Us have been 
introduced to give holistic lear 
ning opportunity to students. 

Foundation programme 
for class II 
The new subjects introduced by 
NCERT will help in the well-roun 
ded growth of the students. Besi 
des the basic subjects, the stu 
dents will have to learn these new 
subjects to get physically active, 
appreciate art and acquire basic 
general knowledge. "The curricu 
lum of class II was changed earlier 
and it was already aligned with 
the NEP-2020, thus, we have in 
troduced new components besi 
des the regular subjects for class 
II. These subjects will impart ba 
sic knowledge and understan 
ding through various engaging 
methods, including activities and 
other interactive approaches," Di 

nesh Prasad Saklani, director, 
NCERT told Education Times. 

Simultaneously, NCERT has 
developed a 15-day foundation 

teachers to programme fa 
iliorisod with these neW sub mili. 

jects. Under the foundation pro 
gramme, various guidelines have 
been incorporated including 

project-based activities, among 
other Imethodologieg, adds Sakla 

them uSe lalundergo a com 
languages proficiently. 

Theteachers 
prehensive training programme 
called Bndge Month Programme 
(BMP), which will provide diverse 
learning approaches, including 
en activities and givìng 

ractions. The revised curm clear 
culum wìll will aim to offer a tailo 
red learming environment, foste 
ring a culture of joyfullearningrat 
her than traditional rote memori 
sation," adds Saklani. 

Implementation strategies 
In the first week of April, NCERT 
officially shared the soft copies 
of the new textbooks designed 

ni. Parents are urged not to pur for classes II and VI to CBSE. 
chase books for classes II and VI"The CBSEwill fornmulate strate 
that are based on the old curricu 
lum, as these willnot be utilised in 
schools. However, textbooks will 
befirst released online in different 
languages. 

BRIDGE MONTH PROGRAMME 

ENGLISH 

Teacher training 
NCERT has formulated a month 
long programme for the teachers, 
who will enable students to thçnk 
critically, be creative, and will help 

gies for implementation of anew 
curriculum based on the rede 
signed books," says Saklani 
The NCERT has formulated a 
comprehensive 'Curriculum 
Transition Plan' following the di 
rectives of the NEP-2020. As part 
of this plan, various transition 
documents have been coMpiled. 
The BMP reflects on just one 

ge but also g1ve 

classroom-oriented, 1, creative, and 

aspect of the transition planeL 
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STEM students 
must learn to 

tackle deepfakes 
They cun elevate their academic learning with 
atcal experienos, writes Diwakar Dayal 

out diotal aye, whee 
ntent manuyulation has 

iNchal unpxdentel 
ieves tetis deey 
lethatpubeuust, natio 

wWorkshops help 
enllahten students 
about the 
complexities of 

nal swuntv, and mdwntual digltal threats 

INOtal evnts, intluene deo 
Na sseS, and un 

teime setaltsin is 
HIstolwally tthe ololl 
nmty witnessext the 

(s of pulle toutes such as 
Vhtanan esideut Volty-

tahe ivhunques have dee 
vNiemployees unto ttanste 

managenent odets, eNemp 
lhty1ng tho tunancal peul the 

soteemaly losses, 
the stiateye deploy1ment ot 
ctevptakes by state actos and 

Agility in adoption 
Students, .nItIculatly thoso 
Ss n sTKM discipil 

the cvbetseunty atna and 
(askexi vith addressmg eha 

adoptung now technologies 
anithen nhovative ajpich 

ndsIensablo n the cuniN 
lQnaganst cyte thheats 

nts at 1r Mad dor 
as havO Wnvol 

pulate eletions, and escalate tochnologies but also cult 
tcaltensons 

led an Al-du: 

detecting 

tional H: CeptioI 
CISIOn, 

mostct ot 
academlc piojocts on pract1 
calcybosecurity nmoasutos. 
Tochnical knowlodgo 
Combattng deoptakos ne 
Stesomononsive 
leanng. digital foonsics, 
and data analytics Students 
demucleaG WIhacteal 
expenencos, such as onga 

gcoltoraveojects 
lno cours0s that delvo into 
tho mtucacies ol doopfake 

Bu anolusina thu dotal 

lngepunts of doeptakos, 

1ack th. 
identity ommonahttes that 
admthe clontiication and 

tnot onluauins in 
ivduals for tututo industry 
nd bu lo Paves he 

advancod Al systeons dosig 
ned to thwatt ooetging cy 
bothtoats 

Awareness is crucial 
Integtating deeptake awa 
Tenesn nto cybotecunty 

aitonal bctlces, theo 

oducation Is Cucial. Lea 
ding institutions havo inor 

vancod softwaos lko Buil 
hng lnfomation Modeling 

aedand eyeeseun 
n addtion, many ouganisa 
tions ate pautneing to em 

Cal Intelligonco (AI), 
K Vntual Roalty (VR), 

betsecuity focused educa 
tion pogtammes. Initiati 

ing desig 
iets ao navigating 

dents aboutthe 
oplexities ot digital thue 

hup botween MIT and Har 
vard University students to 

a deeptako Teset 
databae 

strengthot student and unt 
vetsity collaborative of 

vate acommunity dedicated 

Hackathons inspire stu 
donts to dovelop innovative 
cyboSOCUIty solutions, of 

ands eNOre 

ehicalAlpracticos, policy developmont 
Students ato incroasingly in 
Muentualin advocating for the 

lo the AIEthics Guidelnes 

0rmuate by Stan 

students piovi 
de a bluepunt 

lopent. In 
India, student 

with pollcy-ma 
HAoes iko NI 

tho impottanco of balancng 
nnovation with othical con 

siderations 

Countering threats 
S the landscape of digital 

must our statogios to coun 
toact its thueats. Studonts 
nlodndShi 

ato positionod to lead this 
Chaigo y leveraging ther 
n odlcatlonal ondoavouS 

and partic1patung n collabo 
tave puenco the 
battlo against dooplakos and 

erCyber tntots 

lette 

so themselvos in tho Cvbel 
socurity field with onthus1 
MAbestvclubs 
partic1pato n hackathons, 
and ongago n lor ums locu 
socunty Theu oflorts ate 
CIucial n shaping a futuro 

T0silont to digital mis1ntor 
(The author is managing 

ditector and country mana 
ger, SontinelOn) 

land:capo whoto digital to 
ols ato beconing iCtea 
hgly indispensablo 

Croativo vislon 
Tditlonally, untoloL do 

coptualiing beauuful wpa 
Ces, hnonisng colos, 

dents mote employ 
ae and develop a pussion 

TOC 
has wntten to the vico chan 
cellots ot all univers1ties and 
tho inekS COe 
Cudelnes for ntemshi 
Reseatch lntenship for Un 

Ny thatpairs delighfully with the coconut sheemal Shs the draw of the bread that it is 

Colleges in small towns fail to find internship 
opportunities locally for their students 

tions may accolerate the in-
dustuy and research onenta-

UGC mandate on internships can help HEIs bridge the skll gap. but thev must bring relevant opportunities closer to the students 
urce Centres (CRC) foster in njgher education system, ti 

Rajlakshmi.Ghosh hesolutions ma 
er-l institutions are generally dustry-academia linkages 

Otimesgtoup. com wel-equipped to provide nmeuum revie. lle in India's 

e 

Tho UGC claimed to revi-
ewthe inplementation of the 
quidelnes by tho universiti 
2020 plan and undertake sui-
tablomeasures to ensure stu-
donts have the necessary 
capabilities and confhdence. 
"The NEP2020 envisages se-

ejsTomauve ntad 
se initiatives include provi-
ding opportunities to stu 

0 enships mhn 

artists, ctaftspersons, etc, as 
well as research internships 

witn tacuy a tess 
search institutions so that 
students may actively enga 

product, further inprove the 
I enployab1l1ty." the UGC 

o to Sducabon T 
mes, rofessor Manish Ratna 
kar Josh, secretary, UGC, ex 

al degree couSes fot stu: For the fourth- year UG deg-
cdents topursuo internships in ree programne (Honours 
aditon to ther sumer?wn Reseen egageet 

tions/research project during 
the entire eghth semester of 

SCenari 

lhke BTch and MBA usually 
have a semester decicated to 

ma ithdistry projets, tohn mner of 
ternship porals, including 
those offered by the AICTE 
nd shu MInsty to matcn 
on offer, students wll have 
ample scope to gain practical 
ag.he U may asO 
central portal to synergise 

plains, While the interns 
hins ate aumed at bridg1ng the 
industry-academia gap, the 
seneednot be confined to stu 

CAMPUS 

hforced todolast-minu 
to frefighting. The training 
can be provided during the 

suon the avalablity of 
the industry personne/men 
tors assigned." 

Au 

hat an nensin ot B0-120 
hours' duration after the fo 
urth semester wil be manda-

Indust 

midst an array of sk1lls and ta 
lents that ennches our comnu 

Students from acrOSS 
streams should have the 
1lexabity o pursue n 
tors-in industry, NGOs, 
gram panchayats, go 
vernment and professio 

ues, ndividuals often enco 

bndgethe gap betweontheirinbar 
experuse and formal recognition. For 
mstance,aSkulexdwrestuertromarural 
Wrestling techniques through years of 
dedicatod traning and participation 
the chalano appeS witn 
ment beyond the vllage arena 
,Similarly, an artist with years of in 
imentation. is noW facingh 
ting task of gaining entry to prestigio 

Elso do Wolto and Dorothy 

stipulate 

- si 
ce exposure and 
skill enhance 
tment hold key 

ledgespiofound humancon 
sIdotationy suchhas wolness 

iged wn tholr capablites, 
ty, mobility. ltelong loarning pro 
spects, social1nclus1on, and sell-esto-om Tho advantages of RPL oxtend 

RPL emerges as a powerful catalyst 
for learming transformation 

the rigid structures of fotmal educa 
tion prosents a formidable hurdle. 
Unlocking tho potentlal 
In this context, Recogising Prior Lear-
Tung (RPL) Is omergung as a powertul 
tion, ospoc1aly in higher education Ro 
oted in tho pinciples of the National 
Wthlo w 'n augnod 

koy to unlockung the potentual of ind1v1-
kowedondskalls have 

es beyond tud1tionalclasstoo helwth vertied qualiica 
Tho signiticant numbor of indiv:- and increased ploduein 

atas ttione faco ments, in turn, secure assurances of 
hurdles while looking tor jobs. miara- mitopeunveness, econo 
ioOtmes, andfurther educa The International Labour Organuza-
ledge and sk1lls, many fnd thameot (O) and other nstitutions have 
ves at a d1sadvantage. The RPL pro- systems.This globalrecogmitionai leat: 

Growing numbers 
internshipopportunties in India have risen by over 

200% in the past five years 
MOre than1,600 HÉIs already have R&D cells to facil 
Itate internships and the numbers are likely to increase 

ts are actively lookingTo 
Internships every year 

It helps provide individuals with formal qualifications aligned with their capabilities, thereby 
enhancing their employability, mobility, and self-esteem, writes Shikha Jain 

On Internshala itself, in 2023, over 3 lakh employers 
activelyhired interns with more than 4.3 lakh students 
being selected for internships 

their aspirations, Joshi says. 

awn you 

Hignighng that HEIs 
the smooth functioning of the 
internship programme under 
the Research and Develop The HEls, for their part, are 

(orms that over 1.600 HSIS al:t challenges."Many colle 
Teady have R&D cells, though ges are not able to make in-
he numbers are likely to in termships a part of the curicu-

ei afatng unversity in 
case of colleges that are in 
Smal towns and villages, the 
e arentmany netstp op 
Pinto, registrar, Christ Uni 
versity, where internships 
Werenae maneatory or l 
ce 2013 with MA in English 
being the frst such subject 

Despite possessing key 
knowledge and skills, 
many find themselves 
at a disadvantage 

beyond individual benefits. t is a 
vernments. and the econom 
yets gan access to a pool of skilled 

As umos havo evolved, 
many designers now provide 
onts to tviewboo 
sing Ue destgn, often crea 

Lumon, vanous othet Noft: 
watvopt1ons such as Floo 
P, oyt uveuo 
easy to ry with treemium 

O utexd time hee sche 
nerat1ve AI LU0e Lea 

Balancing new-age tech with mindfulness 
Intonor dosianors aro navigating a landscapo where digital tools are becoming indispensable, write Agnishiikha Choudhuri and Mabar Degn Veu. 

TntoiOI dosan, an ntu 
cate and mutulayeted 

atuvitvaudng ei' 

anda a diveteset of ukillu 
. lacbig 

tion Ay the usy ovol 
Ves, tho ntogution of co 

processes between the insti 
tutional and national level, 

ning Mode 

Cno w 

Joshi says 

Keyroadblocks 

matorials, and styles This andspatialjustice, the scope 
teductive porcoption of tho of the practico demands m0- Designers mst heve 
prolesion has its to0ts m ro than croativo vision. De- evidence-based 
ecotatots the 1920s hko tnotoub Vdenee bed nderstanding of 

understand1ng of hoy using spaces 

2008 

Outcomne-based 
assessment 

He adds. "In our 

country's stratified 

The NCrF's emphasis on an 

approach, as aligned with the 
principles of the National Educa 
tion Policy 2020, IS a step towards 
learning experiences. itoffers 
HEls an opportunity to fostera 
Cuiture orconoss 
addressing the individual needs 
and aspirations of students. 

methodofrd 
chance to formalise their skills. 

ning froma traditional, one-size-fits-all 

ation of assessment methods, curricu 
lum struct°es, and industry collabora 

in its ability to break tree from the conf. 
nes of traditional classtoom-centric 

(HEls) utcaton nstututons cognised qualfications. 
the NCIF Íranework roTneauthor Is director, DES's Inst 
portunities and challenges. Transitio- andResearch. Pune) 

cational setings; it can happen th°o 
ugh workexperience, self-study, famil1 

Dal-E and Mdi!ke 
caused npples through the in 

usuy, intoduang both exc 

tenor desinplexity to in 

The challenges are manifold-the 

need tor trained master assessors, 
hods, and guidelines for industry in 
volvement are crucial components 
Howeverennseration 
lenges willpave the way for a more in 
Clusive and lexible education sy 

Despite these advance 

entne, and other unconventio 

Concerns 

As we look to the future. 
tenor da cechnology in un 

to evolye Etom Mt 
experiments with brainwa 
ongoing tot to the 

Tbougha dutalvS Capablities, the possibilt!. 
nught seem npessIve t re endl aurhes 
nay sturoontan inaccuracies 

about its environmental cost 
n terms of carbon emissions 

computng power do 
may need to consider the sus 

ications of the r digital practiu 

grane ditector satl 
and untenor design, assoc. 
profesa dssistan c 
Design and Innovation. RV 
UniverSity) 

are accredited. unranked in 

stitutions." 

Internshipsnouting af 
�atory r second year 

witha certificate, specially af 
ter the UGCframed the'Curn 

culum ana e Droram 
mes' (CCFUP), incorporating 
a flexble choice-based cedit 
system, muuple 
extOpo 

disct 
approach in acoordan-

ce with NEP 2020 to enable 
them to find better job pro 
spects, says Pirnto.ee 
may face hurdles related to 
resources, geographic loca-
tions for some progranes 
partnerships with industri-
es, scheduling and staffing 
capacity, all of which can ma 
ternship Dathwavs. savs Bal-

vinder Shukla, vice 
chancellor, Amity 

Onvesi n 
dustry Interac 
tion Cell (1C) 
ana the Cor 

por 

TINMES NEws NETWORK 

12th edition of the 
Huher ducatien 

(AISHE) 2021-22 report re-
vealed that humanities as a 
percentage of 228ass 

undergraduate level follo 
wed by science (14.8%) and 
the postgraduate level. the 
soc1al science stream which 

eatedto tne nu-
ged as a frontrunner by re-

Changing mindsets, 
diverse job options 
lead to more takers 

(14.7%) and mnee 
(14.4%). In 2021-22, a total of 
24.16 lakh students gradua-

for humanities 

UG level followed hy seo 
ce with 11.97 lakh gradua-
ferredues to be a pre 
among all the BA graduates 
with 54% being female can-

MOND iit 
wwwodwationtlmng . 

Parents claim academici 
ans, have started to recognise 
the significance of an alterna-
their children dueto d 
edcareer options in the huma-
nties stream. Traditionally, 

bereceptive to research part 
nership with otne r. 

uat this change in per 

tion beingarnteetad 
cietal setup. 
mes Ani Obducation T) 
ra, Christ Univers1ty Bo 

ning, and internships to imp 
lement the UGC guidel1nes 
"in letter and spirit 

Conducive ecosystem 
Overall, there is an urgent ne 
ed for the HEls to skill the stu 

dentsnntemshup op-: 
portunities closer to them, of 
fer appropriate support and 
lexibilty to help them pursue 

ntermsiupson "The so 
lutions may also le in India's 
rapidly evolving industry sce 
nano as there farolfe. 
ing outcome-based skilling 

courses in congruence with 
the new-age skils and n 
dusuYevsar. 
vesh Agrawal, founder and 
CEO, Internshala that partne 
red wiuovehin aware 
ness and connect their stu 
dents with internship oppor 
tunities through theplatorm. 
ties in India. he adds. have ri 
sen by 200% in the past five 
years w1th over 1 million stu 

Worwear ttis im e 

tan UG level have been the 
highest for about a decade 
entor intdsiy to 
tions after graduating in hu 
manities which explains 
am. Another prominent r 
son isthe moderate fee struc 
ture ot numanities courses as 

commerce streams h 
manities stream is the first 
pontor Such students who 

ces exam in the future nl servI 
Pinto. BA students can beco 
eteyenologists, journa 
lysts, and artists. It hasheena 
norm that there are always 
see rvauable in cour 
compared to scienceandom 
merce streams, says Pinto 
asessn Chalraborty, 
ment of English Kron Mal 

for those pDursuun a Colege, DU, says, "In the last 
Cvl services. Academicans en, the enrolment per 

social science courses ades ana 
nifcantly increased in the uni 
change enano has 

growing interest and opportu 
nities in subjects such as Pol 

loV And Rngsn. Psycho 
happened despite the fact 

uru. says, "Even in the previo 
percentage inthehe pass 
stream has alwavs heen 

re roO go beyond the mo 
and commereOf Saence 

portant to create awareness 
among students, specially 

ose pursuig degrees nat 

nal conventionally. Add1tio 
nally, they should be guided 

e ceauon, cover let 
preparation to increase their 
chances of getting selected 
Tor the nternsups and then 
temship learning experien: 
ce," Agravwal says. 

Many parents have 
started to support 
their children to go 
beyond the more 
popular streams 

humanuties Thvoan he 
instances where students 

Onsequentially, both re-hieience stream have 
to humanities" percentan the pass 

humanities cou 

dotection 

ternships, but it is a soeto Shukla says HEIs should 
te of aals those that Wnteyakoate evolv 

2eeatse considered 

fulfiling 

beconmes a vItal tool in providing thg acued though formal, non-for-
se individuals with formal qualitica tacdigm shu rauguties a pa 

O diverse learning expenences 

ave mandatory in 
ship n India in 

S..re uilised for 

Development 

........................ 

becomo apparent n the bur 
envu onunent Addbonally, 

gistering a pass percentage 

tacyprogmammes, trai 

tnat cut-off for these courses 
ehis has been happe- few vears the past 

marily becansoyears prn- cut-off for sClence courses has 
have started to suppoenaned stagnant and in so 
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Fashion Studies and Tourism included in 
CUET UG 2024 post demands by CBSE, UGC 

The CBSE requested NTA to introduce the subiects as thev are a part of the class XII curriculum 
Sonal.Srivastava 

timosjroup com 

1o promoto skill sub 
jects in line with tho 

tions and increaen the ac 
ceptance of studonts who 
opted for Fashion Studies 
and Tourism in class XII, the 
(NTA) recently included the 
setwo subjects in CUET UG, 
2024.The move will broaden 
students inclined to explore 
d1verse career options. 

Following the opening of 
tion theNTA gsa 

lar announcing the inlusion 
of the two subjects. "The 
Canadates may note that 
mitted their online applica. 
tion form for CUET (UG) 

tion period The list ofl pati: 
cipating universities and 

earlier 
written to the NTA pushing 
forthe inclusion of these sub 

HEls, too, were demanding 

Rajlakshmi.Ghosh 
@timesgrOup.com 

Toncrease the low ex 

MOOCs exams in offline 
mode will enhance 

access and convenience 

reqistrations 

for MOOCs 
(Massive Open Online Co 
urses), the SWAYAM board 
15 Contemplaugi and 

autonomous colleges to 
conduct oflne exanina 
tions 1or theoue is ex 
pected to reduce students' 
financial brden and prov 
de greathe program 

mes. Once the exams are 
conducted offline Dy 
versines st would be 
considerably reduced. The 
examinations tor mO 
as of noW TA which 

rollec 

Comfort level 

The ofi fot most ol 
Ue tuduntw who alo pur 
Surng the piog 

hujalatiyely, theit onl 
louputet tolalod j 

u clh of exalnl 

Lation datos but w 

Vetsily ke otudent 

get coi0cdduoial 
lv Ue Cedit tansfet pro 

cess v/ill t ade 

ton the samo 
Mtuuon Th6 Aniauvo w 

their inclusion. The CBSE 
hiet 

tI 

that are included in tho class 
XIl currculun This wil bro 
dt oOs 0r Stu 

in these subjects," says Sub 
odh Kumar Singh, director 
general, NTA. 
inclusion of sklls ll subjects in-
cluding Fashion Studies, 
Tourism, Agriculture, Me 
Anliat wave 

gory of Computer Soience) 
among the CUET UG test 
papers. Several class 
picked these sub 
jects as electives 

K bostnng in yiow the 
CLadit ttanster. digital Lear 
Dung and muludisciplirary 

II unnversities and i 
ndtthe exams, it O0Cs certification sho 

will cost around Rs 20Uld be free of cost for regis 
per paper. AS pe 26 tered students at puble 

Fear of 
online exams 

An 2021,there 

pont, mers ate enroleddents from taking 
nth MOOCs, while the ex these courses at scale sunce 
am enrolment is only aro they have already pald tor 

uessing the viablity he n wce-chancel 
of the proposed nitae lor University of Hydera 
Prof Nagesdira Gandhi bad, adding. "The punpose 
Natuonal Open Unnversity Sdn0t collect money. 
GNOU) says, ll en The MO0Cs on SWATA 

modo oacess, connect aro exteneiy gou 
dnvenionce f the unl 

versties are po of the 
SWAYAM Courses as well 

Students will De ur 

ates 
ered globaly in 

MOOCS, with over 

31000Ahostsabout 10,000 courses for 3o 

220m 

million leamenan 5% 
etered candi 
dates complete the 
cOurses anda sull 
smaller lineexams 

sted the 

the scare OTts 
arising among learners 
about the value of 

certificauansavs 
programmes," he says. 

certification Freecer 
Deedt 

There should be a prov1 

sion to alow bv lall l! 
do uducted within tho 
university system 
dents ao uG dons not 
matter u tho exams for tho 
coursos ato hed hayO 
Ilno, ir hopes on a 
singlo attonpt, it is likely 
to put e the ox 

eton foe under tho 

y and temains a key 
(eason fot inaiy roppn 

othecursos 
Out ol the 

. he ads 

rerttlon ratos 
Navahoethakrishnan, 

profeesot aDO de 
Lot Enuao 

iuverty 
atuibutey tho lat 

me olak t yudan 

Iutvaton 
iti and ool 

ectallengea bo says 

heHt of sublects n 
CUET UG g dynamc 
and based on the needs 
of students and HEs 

lege," says Biswajit Saha, 
director, CBSE. 
..Several Higher Educa 
BSc (Pashio Ve 
hion Design) and BA (Travel 
& Tourism) and CUET will 

in CUET UG 0s dynamic and 
based on the requirernents 

E Manish Bat HEIs, Says 

onsiderng te a 
gers with technical 

skills, the All India Manage 
ment Associauor 

Aptitude Test (MAT) from 
May 2024. This wil give a 
reshpersPeve o 
have technology-diven com 
ponents along with current 

neaing to Educa 
tion Times, Daljeet Singh, di 
rector. AIMA, says, "MAT 2.0 

alms ent bsiness 
and economic trends. The re 
vised version of exam seeks 
o providecation with 

industry standards and ex 
panding éducationale 
CV into management educa 
tion promises to revolutioni 

am effective 
ness. Technology-driven 

approaches make manag 
medienoe, including 
work1ng professionals and 

stuaensdata ana. 
vtics offers insights into lear-
ning patterns, enabling edu 
calors to in utOO 
mes." he adds. 

AIMA reforms MAT exam patterm giving 
prominence to business technology 

delvery 

Business schools now seek graduates equipped with knowledge 
spanning new technologies and evolving business landscapes 

ving business landscapes. 
Shuddhanta. Patra 

Technological integrations @timesgrOup.com 

While explanngae 
and economic trends, he sa-
ys, "India stands out as one of 
the world's tastesiglod 
byaburgeoning middle class, 
expansive consumer base, 
and growing digital infrast 

COURSES 

upes.ac.in 

nakar Joshi, secretary, UGC. 
The inclusion of skill sub-

jects is an effort to diversify 
the academic options for stu 
interests and career aspira-
tions. "By incorporating the-
se subjects into the COEI 
aims t 3 to offer a broader spec-
trum of educational pathwa-
ys, catering to the growing 
omnwledge and skills in the-

se fields. Furthernore, there 
is a noticeable interest 
Sudies and Tourism. The 
demand for professionals in 
the hospitality and tournsm 

tomorrow. 

v. leadingtoarapid develop-
ment of tourism education. 
This growth reflects an in 

MAT May 2024 

schedule 
PBT mode (Paper 

Based Test): The test 
date ls June za 

May 28 
e CBT (Computer Based 

andregistratlon 
wil end on May 19 

endor 

19.and registration will 
end on May etdateis and d registration 

wilendon May21 
" IBT-3:The tesaion 
willend on May 28 

geoning 

Can to 

ructure. Digital transforma 
tion plays a pivotal role in ln 
lasoyaton across sec 

tors such as e-commerce. 
digital payments, fintech, be 
ahe exam was modified 
folowing feedback from nu 
merouspse 1sness se 

now seek graduates equip 
ped with knowledge span 
ning new technolog 

creasing interest among stu 
dents in pursuing careers 
within these sectors, Sup 
ported by a netan y 
intentions in hospitality and 
tourism management, " says 

Sa P Ini: 
versity, Bengaluru, that of 
fers undergraduate courses 

in Fashion besigme C 
scores for admission. 

Routray says that fashion 
plays a siyeonnng 
as a medium for self-expres 
sion and social interaction 

donts in both felds 
underscores their relevance 
and the demand for related 
educational programmes. 

d he business ecosys 
tem," says Singh. 

n MAT 0ding mo 
difications to exam structure, 
content focus, and duration. 
NOtabe amstructure 

comprising 150 questions to 

oto f andidales 
with an emphasis on contem 
porary business domains. 
the Eoonomic and Business 
Environment which delves 

into the current econome 
nd Sernces. and technolog1 
cal interventions in business. 

PrOm Ma'n 
formed version of the test. 

ENGLISH CORE 

NEW AGE I 

ap 

KULDEEP PARASHAR 
Founder. PensionBox 

UPES Alumnus (B.Tech.) 

de 

IASS X 

CASSES 

socIAL SCIENCE SCIE 

ro XI 

TO BU 

ADVAN 
LAV 

2024 may also add these 

their offered courses is dy 

nae, tae eleua state 

oarners around Rs 600. 

and want an op 
them incol 

sod withn uthough pe 
sO5 and administra 
uve salf onco ho 

are conduges 

more so because of 

OXting systom nay not 

be afloi00Nautaged 

urther huel the ambition of 

Ua 

and evol 

be tackled within 120 minu 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Text Box
                                    TIMES OF INDIA, 08 APRIL 2024

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Text Box

Administrator
Text Box

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
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ve 

ha 

cct 

iscd 
side 

Duri 

ther 
ohysi 

d ex 

avict 

nce, th 

uld st 

resenc 

Guc 

hat coi 

1onal w 
Whil 

malntai 
isitatio 

The 
May 24, 

Alegat 
regardi 
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15s1sta 

4 
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testee 

IITs foCUs on Humanities courses to nromote Guidelines to regulate 

Several new courses in the humanitles stream bave been introduced to expand the understanding of contextual and social aspects of sclence 

Shuddhanta.Patra 
@ timesgrOup.com 

mo foster imagnation among 
students and rmake them think 

contemplate human selfhood, itera 
ture and culture, rights, and politics 
most Indan Instututes of Technology 

S nbetderade H 
manties courses were untroduced to 
diversity the outlook of technical stu 
dents. While the Engneerng Scien 
manites courses as minors, several 

Psand Myhology. re, Ar The ITs offer Humanities cour 
ses to help students understand hu 

man cultuTe, history and society, and 
cation. and analytical skills. Humani-
ties is very much part of the IIT trajec-
tory. The human1ties programmes at 

Bsucholo Eeono 
mics, PoliticalScience and Anthropo 
logy among others. These program 
nes nelp stuaents develop a hose 
partment of Humanites and Social 
Scaences at IT-D focuses on makinga 
significant contrbution to the Worid 
Farbana Dbrahim, head, Department 
of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
IT Delhi. "The ITs are a suitable pla 

Cause it housesthe hest brains The 
rewll besynergisticthimking among 
the students from various disciplines 

Apart from this The Humaniiee and 
sOC1al sciences programme provides 
the students with real-life connec 
tions un hedds urses suchas enginee 

"The surge in Humanities cour 
ses in ITs can be attrbuted to a broa 
der understanding of Sciene s 
textual and social aspects. 

synergistic thinking among students 

1) Pavonine 
Related to 

(c) rubble 

2) Temerarlous 

7) 

EducationTIMES 

meszrouo 
Choose the most sultable synonym for the following: 

(a) Greganous 

(C) dazling 

BRAIN 

3) Virldescent 

4) Humdudgeon 
(a) Bete noire 
(c) imaginary illness 

5) Impuissant 

correct entries will win a 'pen drive. 
Send in your entries onty through e-mail with your 

ofession to Name, ne, Adare5s, Email. Tel no. and Profes 
prabhat. 

6) Harblnger 

(C) herald 

(c) petulant 

(a) Scavenger 

(a) Messy 

8) Subsume 
(c) convoluted 

la) Unecsn 

9) Meacock 
(a) Covvard 
(c) spir1tless 

IITS ainm to provide a 
bolistic education that 
goes bevond scientific 
perspectives 

(a) novels 
() peacocks 

10) Hosanna 

underscore that science is notnerely 
a set of ideas but a practice embed-
forms of ehie beeretion haroanteg a ocal 

science research from the global so-
uth The programme offers a unique 
opportunity for students to explore 
nes To forge new synergies in Cog-
nitiveScience and Economics, a mas 
ter's programme is alkeady offered," 

*eording to experts. creative 
thunkng and communication skills 
are useful in the real world, which 
can only be nculcated n students 
science training can also help stu 
dents understand how humans use 
technology, create equitable sy. 

perspective challenges the traditio-
nal hierarchy of disciplines and pro 
motes a more relexve approach to 
assistant professor, School of Huma: 
rúties and Social Sciences, I'T Mandi. 

The interest of ITians in Humani 

TIM.E 

cognising that technology and socie-
ty co-constitute each other, ITs aim 
to provide a holistic education that 
Byintegtating humanities and social 
sciences into their curiculum, ITs 
equip students with a multidimen 
'sro :Tle in society" 

(b) ballet 
(d) serpents 

e the closest antonym for the following: 

MBA 

(b) reckless 
() ambush 

(b) nostalgic 
(d) greenish 

(b) dungeon 
(0) bugbear 

(b) prolific 
() pedantic 

(h desrendent 

(b) vrulent 

(d) unproblemauc 

(b) inhume 

(b) effeminate 
(0) gallant 

te) disaonroval (0 adulation 

Answer key for the last week's qulz: 1 (0) 2. (0) 3. (C) 4. (C) 
5 (D) 6. (C) 7 (b) 8 (b) 9 (C), 10. (0) 

(b) paean 

Excellent Coaching for 

ant insttuteof 
Management Education Pvt. Ltd 

2805 TI.M.E. students into 
the lIMs alone in CAT 2022 

CAT 2024 

nolo 

n culture 
Department of Humanities and Soci 
al Sciences at IIT Delhi has recently 
launched a new academic prograrn-
me, MA in 'Culture, Society. Tno 

a unicque vantage p ge pount to generate a 

HIERANK 
h BUSINESS SCHOOL 

Enhancing Competence 

maMISSION/ADMISSION 

SuCcessful engineers 
and technologists. 

Tndia is a land of colossal 
cultural and lnguistic 
tory anddamultilinl 

pulation atits heart. It is an 
arnalgamation of d1fferent 
tome adyies, cus 

BE INDUSTRY READY 

And so, in India, nost 

classtooms are nultiingual, 
taught in a common lanma 

SPECIALISATION 16) 
MKT, HR, FIN., IT, IB, Operation 

AfMi. to AKTU Approved by AICTE 

120 hrs. module with University Syllabus 
Advance EXCEL " Digital Marketing 

home language in addition to 
the language they are taught 
in at school. Witn te 

multilingual skills, students 
can communicate actoss 
language betitda 
Iy Lves. Adding to this, stu 
dents' awareness of local cul-

" Supply Chain " Mandatory Internship to all 

HBS alumai are working with GOOGLE, AMAZON, MICH ICROSOFT 
conn 

RELLANCE, UNIBIC, KARVY, AIRTEL, JIO& many more. 

Highly Qualified Faculty from 
ADMISSION DU/PUJAMU/IT/IM/ Corporates Placement 

OPEN Upto 81% 

How to teach English effectively 

lism and power of language' 
a, ahem more ef. wll be taught with high qua-

fective comnunicators. Edu- lity, to all students. To make 

cators are increasingly real: the learmng no 
opDOrunity tocelebiate ling 1opnate language learning 
uisticd1versity 1n the schoo>'s resources to listen and use 
envitonment Usng maeten and ost 
achung English in the classto- importanly, receive timely 
om could enable teachers to feedback on their progress. 

REJ 

FOCUS 

Increasing enrolment 
There is a rise in technology students 
enrolling in humanities Courses at 
ITs "This trend is driven by several 
lacors. BUYtrochin de. 
parturefrom their prior training, offe 
ring them the opportunity to engage 
with new ideas and perspectives 
W Literature and Eoononics pIoV! 
de students with valuable tools for 
critical thinking and self-reflection, 
empowering them to become ina 
awareness of these courses spreads 
through word of mouth, there is a 
growing demand among tech stu 
humanities courses. Additionally, 

these courses enable students to un 
derstand and articu 
late their social con 

, fostering a 

The educational bodies can support teachers by creating bilingual dictionaries 

A42. Sector-62, Noida (OPP. o3 metro Stn.) www.hierank.ora 

99101 72577 "78381 67295" 96508 48777 

in a multilingual classroom 
and textbooks in local languages, writes Gauri Puranik 

entral governunent's The 
Public Examinations (Pre 

At2024h 
leaking exam question papers isa 
step in the right drection to 

wcodcnme surrOun 
ding it. The act was the need of 
the hour to streamline the SeC 

dibulity to t The implementation 
of the law at state level with the 

per appreciation for social diversity 
and difference Overall, the populari 
tyof Humanitios courses among tech 

studens highights the growng 
narveducation in shapingwoll Oun 
ded and progross1ve individuals, 

says Pral Malviyaho Hamanits 
es ourg0g offered by JTs aro d1ffe 
rent from the ones in regular colle 
ges Prof Malviya says, "The courses 
offered at ITs benefit irom the inter 

e and meanand 

hend the psyche of the offenders 
and the way the nexus operates 

Student desperation 
When it comes to services exam 
nations. j0D Securoalk 

tho bank for ther wards' catoers 
Tho pressuro on studenstooxoel 
se Mental helth challenges 
such as stress and fatigue, often 

Tha ding falure n ex 
arus can aggravate the situation, 

leading student t 

fulinterd1sciplinary engagementrat 
her than mere juxtaposition of disc 
plines. Additionaly. hee ou 
several undergraduate students en 
rol in these courses out of curiosity, 
contnbuting to a averse a 

NCRB Dala. the number of stu 
dents who comm1tted suicde n 

Ve narticipation of young undergra 
duates also challenges course in 
structors to innovate in terms of 
Rheinterdisciplinary nature 
of these courses. 

Prof Rajesh Kumar, head, De 

partment o nMdras says. 
"The Humanities courses in IT 
Madras are designed with the vi 

ew that tne uture teu 

neers with arts and humanities 
backgrounds are expected to add. 

ress the challenges O underSta 

rements. Future professionals 
must have a human connect to en 
sure that technology is human Irn 

Indha xose by 70% between 2011 ansung of the education sector 
However, before understandng nden 2021 ltis 

Humanities and Social Sciences 
has seen a signilicant increase in 
student enrolment in recent years. 

Olenment Studias and Technolo 
gy and Policies aimingto foster the 

knowledge of development and 

among students and why they are 
applied," says Prof Kumar 

how wel the teachers know 
teach it effectively. As a re 
sult of the pandem1c, tea-

te ancd to provide support sy 
stoms to help them 

Cuards up 

ote secalised proftes 
sional areas, including mana-
gng huge classtooms, tea 
onduCung competency-ba-

Ln January 2023, It was teported 
that students who were not even 

gl eene University 
were able to pass oxams It was found that the malpractUces had 

sed assesstments 

Improved outcomes 
Recently. several state go 
vernments have introduced 

nttatve: 

The offenders should be 
convicted within a 
stipulated timeframe to 
ensure speedy justice 

rious sk1ll-based wotkshops 

ana language tanng pro 
Over a period of 10 years, the 
Government of Maharashtra 

Tusts introduced projects 
to develop teachers' capacity 
in using student-centred 

gs Dalhi 
Bihar, and Hyderabad, the 
Universityot Cambndge con 

arch Project (2016-2022) to 
examne how multilingual 
Stuaens nala petorm n 
taught in English versus the 
ir regional language. They 
ve. lteracu and 

skills between 2017-2020, ai 
ming to determine if learning 

na aterent language aneo 

Fedagogical chang 

languagesn ndha, policy le: 
aders and educators are har 
nessiig the egona me 
However, there is still scope 

to bridge gaps that exist 

von hy the chld andthe me: 
d1um of teach1ng 
Pe autbor is bead, 

British Counci) 

uges 

mmes - lnda 

infiltated the government sy 

stem too. Tne act h boug 
gung the system (or years NOW 
that the government has decided 

he a shared re 
sponsblity of 
the govern 
ment and the ci 

tew convictçons from the goverm-
ment wll set an example ia 

will no longer 

Status symbol 

Coaching centres will 
ease academic stress 

watch 

Students who are forced to join coaching for medical 

and 
jineering entrance exans miss out on othor 

career paths, writes Amruth G Kumar 

Tost Indian parents 

dream about ther M 

The anti-cheating law needs strict implementation 

oither of the two most im 
portant careers: medical or 
engineering Unfortunately. 

atod inte bueinoenr 
spects for coaching centres 
that have mushroomed 

counuy neso 
'entrance-teady children' 
through endless repetitions 
of lessoral goyernment 
ISsued guidelines in Janua 
ry 2024 to control bullying 
and preve suea 
in coaching centres Accor 
dng to the guidelines, coa 
ching centres will not be a 
low 16 vears of age. The cen 
tral government's new 
guidelines mandate the re 
res along with their strict re-
gulation According to the 
guidelines, coaching cent-
es. provide extra academic 
support to students facing 
learning diffi 
ys should be gi-

ven to students 
every week. 

alth of children shold be 
assessed and supported at 

regular intervals. ereisa 
mng separate batches ba-
sed on the achievements o 

in the new central 

Reducing pressure 

Overdose of 
knowledge and 
too many tests 

d Can push 
tedimmediate- learners into 
ly afterthe holi- the whirlpools 

of despair 
lors and psy 

of all the coaching centres 
preparing students for the 
competitive exams is to give 
above the level of children'e 
understanding. and carry 

The law must be a shared responsibility of the central and state governments and the citizens, writes Satyajeet Tambe 
LiZens. Parents and students sho- vent cheating, but 

s std on it 

online or otfline exams Crea-
te a huge mental challenge 
fall behindhewno 

sip into depression. On one 
hand, lower ranks brng se 

eprove 
high achievers tou hard to 
hanan their top ranks. 

too many exams can push 

Parental 
expectations 
Students' stress in the 
coaching centres is 

increaseatis inao 
propriate for their age. 
Based on tests, the ranks 
of the childrende 

commu 
nicated to parents. if the 
student's rank falls 

behind, italso creates 

exert oressure on stu 
dents to advance their 
rank in the next test. 

The way out 
The problen untl now was that 
the government was only tryng 
to get quality education in place 
educationO pronde 
understandable that the goverm. 

ment wants to 
ensure the 

students into the whulpools 

and pre 

ween the children and the 

parents Such ruptures lead 
to resentment and hatredto 

minds of chldren. The more 
serious tragedy is that the 
students developreluctance 
cess. Students who are for 
ced to join medical and eng1 

neerng ent 
ching, without 
genuine inter 

jects, miss out 
Career on 

Pais tey are 

ned towards 
The new cen 

ral qudelunes suggest that 
charge only faur and reaso 
nable fees from students but 

Wnat consututes a far and 
Many state governments 
have passed laws to regula 
ally rees, especi 
dy hours. They are Goa and 
Karnataka n 2001, Uttar Pra 

Manunurin on z010, 
han in 2023. However the 
majornty of the states are yet 

eegisiaton to re 

Students' skills become 
more effective if parents 

and other subiect areas 
lated to entrances of com 
petitve exams can help 

tuon papers, In short therole 

(The author is professor 
and dean, School of Educa 

Central University of 
Keralal 

IS also um 
do away witn the notion that portant to consider the potentual 

wllsaleguard heur careersm on innocent students 
and stoppage nction 
sults from specuic areas wbere 

rganised crme oc 
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Viksit Bharat drive on Delhi campuses comes to a halt; some say it served political ends 
Ashna Butani 

NEW DELHI 

Over the past five months 
since its launch, the Viksit 
Bharat @2047: Voice of 
Youth' programme has 
reached many college-go 
ing students in the Capital. 
As part of the scheme, 'Vik 
sit Bharat' selfie points and 
banners were installed in 
colleges, dedicated Viksit 
Bharat' cells created in un 
0versities, and a multitude 
of seminars and work 
shops conducted on the 
theme. A professor from 
every college was appoint 
ed as a nodal officer for the 
programme. 

Although the drive has 
not officially been conclud 
ed, a nodal officer of a Del 
hi University (DU) college, 
who did not wish to be 

CM 

VISST 
BHARAN 

Vice-Chancellor Yogesh Singh addressing a Viksit Bharat event at 
Delhi University sports complex. FILE PHOTO 

named, said they had not 
received instructions on 
the drive from the Univer 
sity Grants Commission 
(UGC) after the enforce 
ment of the Model Code of 

Conduct. 
The scheme's aim was 

to provide a platform to 

the youth to contribute 
thoughts to the vision of 
Viksit Bharat @2047' - the 
idea of a developed India 
by 2047, the 100th year of 
Independence. 

However, many aca 
demics and students in 
Delhi's colleges have 

termed the programme "a 
misuse of educational insti 
tutions" and claimed that it 
had political ends. 

Platform for youth 
At the programme's launch 
on December 11, 2023, the 
Prime Minister suggested 
that special campaigns be 
run in every college and 
university. He also an 
nounced the launch of the 
Ideas Portal', where col 
lege students could write 
essays on five themes with 
ideas on how they envision 
a developed country by 
2047 and win cash prizes 
from 2 lakh-5 lakh. 

According to data on the 
Viksit Bharat dashboard on 
the government portal, 
46,409 people from Delhi 
participated in the essay 
competition. Universities 

such as Dä, Ambedkar Un 
iversity, and Guru Gobind 
Singh Indraprastha Univer 
sity (GGSIPU) hosted 
theme-related events. Most 
colleges continue to have a 
dedicated Viksit Bharat' 
section on their websites. 

The DU college nodal of 
ficer said they received reg 
ular mails from the UGC re 
garding programmes and 
events from December to 
March. "It is no coinci 
dence that the pro 
grammes took place right 
before elections. It seemed 
like propaganda to attract 
the youth," said the oficer. 

However, a DU official 
refuted the allegations 
about political motives: "If 
the government asks stu 
dents for suggestions for 
the future of the country, 
how is that wrong?" 

The programme saw a 

mixed response. Some stu 
dents said they participat 
ed with gusto. Monika Ya 
dav, a second-year PhD 
scholar at GGSIPU working 
on women's safety and 
crimes against women, 
said she penned her 
thoughts on the subject on 
the Ideas Portal'. 

'Attended the event 
A student of DUs Indra 
prastha College for Women 
told The Hindu that many 
students attended the pro 
grammes because they re 
ceived five days of addi 
tional attendance for 

Aditi Tyagi, a student at 
DU's Arts Faculty and a 
member of the Students' 
Federation of India (SFI), 
did not participate in any 

of the programmes. "What 
is the point of having a sel 
fie point when the campus 
does not even have water 
coolers?" she said. 

Political aims' 
N. Sukumar, a professor at 

DU's Political Science De 
partment, said, "The Vik 
sit Bharat' tag has been ad 
ded to most academic 

programmes. It is clearly 
aimed at promoting the 
Prime Minister rather than 
being an academic 

Naveen Gaur, a teacher 
at DU's Dyal Singh College, 
said, "Selfie points are put 
up in every college and stu 
dents are encoraged to 
post on social media. It is 
normalised so students do 
not feel like they are 
forced." 
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What is the outlook on women's employment? 
What does the India Employment Report. 2024 state about key labour market indicators? Why is 
women's participation in the labour force low? What are the recommendations to bring about a 

change in women's job prospects? 

Sudipta Datta 

The story so far: 
he authors of the India Employment 
Report, 2024, released recently by the 
Institute for Human Development and 
the International Labour 

Onganization, point out that key labour market 
indicators have improved in recent years. The 
Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR), the 
Workforce Participation Rate (WPR) and the 
Unemployment Rate (UR) showed long-term 
deterioration between 2000 and 2019 but 
improved thereafter, the authors note, saying 
that the improvement coincides with periods of 
economic distress, both before and during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with the exception of two 
peak pandemic quarters. 

What about women's participation? 
The female LFPR is very low compared to the 
male counterparts; in 2023, the male LFPR was 
pegged at 78.5; and the women LFPR was 37. 
The world women LFPR rate is 49, according to 
the World Bank figures. The female LFPR had 

been steadily declining since 2000 and touched 
24.5 in 2019, before inching up, particularty in 
rral areas. But the writers point out that 
notwithstanding the modest improvements, 

Nearly two 
thirds of the 
employment 
after 2019 
comprised 
self 
employed 

workers, 

among 
whom 
unpaid 
(WOme) 

family 
workers 
predominate 

GETTY IMAGES 

employment conditions remain poor. 
Amit Basole, who teaches Economics at Azim 

Premji University, and heads the Centre for 
Sustainable Employment, explains that the 
increase in labour torce participation has come 
mostly in nural areas and mostly in 
selfemploynent, which means largely unpaid 
work. "This suggests that it is distress resulting 
from the economic slowdown prior to COVID 
and then the pandemic itself that has 
contributed to women entering the labour 
force," he says. 

Prof. Basole adds that there are some other 
hypotheses out there, such as improvements in 
measuring womern's work in the Periodic Labour 
Force Survey and increased non-farnm 
employment for men that has led to women 
substituting for men in agriculture. "But this is 
less likely. However, definitive evidence on the 
cause(s) is lacking.," he notes. 

Where are women employed? 
The India Employment Report shows that it is 
women who largely accournt for the increase in 
selfemployment and unpaid family work. 
Nearly two-thirds of the incremental 
employment after 2019 comprised 
self-employed workers, among whom unpaid 
(women) family workers predominate. The 
share of regular work, which steadily increased 
after 2000, started declining after 2018. 

The rate of youth not in employment, 
education or training globally has been 
consistently the highest in South Asia, at an 
average of 29.2% between 2010 and 2019 (LO 
2022a). India also has a large share of youth not 
in employment, education or training, and the 
rate is higher among young women than men. 

What are some of the reasons for low 

women's participation in the labour force? 
Economists and women's rights experts point at 
various barriers women face in terms ofa 

careers or a job. They list factors from a lack of 

jobs, women being made responsible for all 
care-giving duties at home plus cooking and 
cleaning to low wages, patriarchal mindsets and 
safety issues. In her 2022 book, The Making of a 
Catastrophe: The Disastrous Economic Fallout of 

the COVID-19 Pandemic in India, Jayati Ghosh, 

observing the sharp decline in women's labour 

participation between 2004 and 2018, writes 

that only some part of the phenomenon of 

women moving out of the labour market could 

be explained by greater involvement in 
education, especially for the age cohort 15 to 19. 

But with participation rates falling for women 
across all ages, "clearly, there was a process in 
operation, which has also been noted globally, 

of women being squeezed out of employment 
because of overall scarcity of paid work." 

Prof. Basole feels there are both supply and 
demand side reasons for the decline in women's 
LFPR. On the labour demand side, in general, 

India's growth pattern has not been job 
intensive. This combined with social norms that 
restrict women's mobility and malke them 

primary caregivers at home, means that women 
are not free to take up available opportunities. 
In addition, concerns over public safety and lack 
of transport also confine women to looking for 
work close to home, further limiting their 
options, a point Prof. Ghosh too makes. 

The 2023 Economics Nobel Laureate Claudia 
Goldin's research showed that several factors 
have influenced the supply of and demand for 
female labour. "These include women's 
opportunities for combining paid work and a 
family, decisions relating to education and 
childrearing, technical innovations, laws and 
norms, and the structural transformation of the 

economy." In a paper about her research, the 
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, pointed out a 
that at the heart of Golden's analysis is the fact 
that women's choices have often been, and 
remain, limited by marriage and responsibility 
for the home and family. Her research may have 
been conducted in the U.S., going back 200 
years, but her insights hold true in many other 
countries, incuding India as well. 

What needs to change? 
Economists say interventions are needed on 
both the demand and supply side of the labour 
market. On the demand side, says Prof. Basole, 
policies that promote labour intensive sectors (in both manufacturing and relatively higher productivity services) are needed. Public 
investment in safety and transport is also critical as is public investment in affordable child and 
elderly care. "All of these types of support can enable women to work outside the home and take advantage of relatively better paying opportunities" he adds. 

A ND-NI 
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We are not ashamed of doing anything, if it is correct 
Rupa Books chairman Rajen Mehra on his memoir, the 

challenges of being a publisher and how to make 
book fairs more inclusive 

Udbhav Seth 

RUPA PUBLICATIONS chairman Rajen Mehra 
decided to pen the e journey of his publishing 
company during a hospitalisation afewyears 
ago-Never Out ofPrint (Rs 500), Hisgrandun 

cle Daudayal Mehra started the company in 
Calcutta backin 1936. Today, it's one ofthe few 
independent English-language book publish 
ers in India. We speak to Mehra on this jour 
ney of over eight decades. Excerpts: 

Your non-fiction catalogue is much larger 
than fiction. Are you going to invest more 
in fiction? 

In the 1980s, we published best-selling au 
thors suchas Sidney Sheldon, Agatha Christie 
and Alistair McLean. Our sales were interna 
tionally talked about. Youngsters like Anurag 
Mathur, Ranjit Hoskote, Sudipto Sen, Salman 
Rushdie were coming up.We had distributed 
Midnight's Children while availability and pric 
ing were an issue. Fiction is very difficult, you 
have to get a plot, work it around. Everyday 
things are changing so rapidly. 

How do you combat intermational 
publishers and their gradual 
consolidation? They dominate the 
market. 

It's ablessing in disguise. We were the first 
to import Penguin into the country and our 

relations with them were great from 1936 to 
1992. But, suddenly, they decided to go away 
and we lostmore than 50 per cent of ourbusi 
ness. We decided to become more independ 
ent. You can't build publishing in a day. 
HarperCollins joined us. When they left us in 
2002, we were ready with half the list we 
wanted. By 2015, we became totally depend 
ent on our own publishing. 

Are modern-day publishing targets and 
quotas diluting editorial quality or the 
choice of books published? 

You don't get an author like Milan Kundera 
today. (Ideological) writing got over in the 
mid-1980s. In India it was after 1992's liber 
alisation. Ifyou don't have an ideology, what 
do you do? What comes, you take it and for 
aet about it. Its like fast food. The quality ob 
viously has to go down. Crime writers like Ken 
Follet, Robin Cook and Jeffrey Archer have a 
commitment to write one booka year or two. 
An ordinary book t <takes more than 10 years to 
complete. Itis also affecting the film industry. 

Rupa started with publishing in Bengali, 
but had to shutit down in the 1980s.The 
translated catalogue isn't huge. Do you 
want to go there? 

Iwas very keen to get into Hindi publish 
ing. linvested a lot of money in promoting that 

ABOOKMAN 

Rajen Mehra at 
Rupa Publshing's 
New Delhi ofice 

but somehow it didn't click. Older publishers 
like Rajkamal Prakashan and Radhakrishna 
survived because they have been around a 
long time. Translations only work when the 
writing is good and long-lasting It takes about 
two to three years to do it well. And writers 
like Mahasweta Devi, Ashapurna Devi, 
Sivasankari and Sarala Devi Chaudhurani are 
not easy to translate. At Aleph, we do lots of 
translations which are doing very well. 

Does self-help, a major market for Rupa, 

CALEIGHCHRISTY 

get an unfair rap? Critics accuse it of 
passing unscientific advice for a small, 
privileged, urban, neurotypical audience. 

Whena manuscript comes to us, we can 
only suggest to an extent the audience it 
should have across A-tier, B-tier or C-tier cities. 
A-tier cities are where books sell most. If. sa,. 
public libraries are strong in Kanpur, then ob 
viously literature will go towards that. It's like 
a river.It makes its own passage. 

Book fairs are often criticised today for 

New Delhi 

not being disruptive enough, for inviting 
many establishment figures. Has their 
role been reduced to commerce and not 
championing marginalised voices? 

I had a fight once in Jaipur, over a 1,600 
page history book on Rajasthan, by an author 
from Jaipur. It took her 10years to write it but 
there was no review. I was invited to speak 
and I spoke of how the book wasn't talked 
about even in Jaipur.A huge gap is there. We 
should have more reading sessions. Iremem 
beractor Roshan Seth was one of the finest o 
ators in Delhi. When there was a book launch, 
people vwould askhim to come and readitout 

D Mehra published couplets about 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Lal Bahadur Shastri 
upon their deaths. Rupa has consistenty 
published controversial political 
memoirs. Has the space to publish anti 
establishment booksshrunk in the past 
10 years? 

On the curent dispensation, talking about 
Advani or Jaswant Singh or anybody, we are 
not ashamed ofdoing anything ifit is correct. 
We are not everybody. I'm very tpressured by e 
firm on this. I've fought for Rushdiemany 
times. You can ask Mark Tully. whose Mrs 
Gandhi's Last Battle (1985) was detained. Iwas 

under pressure. We had to pay very heavy 
damages. We sorteditout and printed 30,000 
copies and the book sold. The person who 
wanted to pressure us ran away because they 

were afraid that theyd be exposed. Ihaven't 
come across anybody (opposing anti-estab 
lishment books). When we published R 
Venkataraman (on the formerpresident) I said 
openly how the Congress party behaved. And 
jounalist Karan Thapar picked it up. Te|m3 

People like fun and frolic, with sex and music 
and dance. 
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New Delhi: A BTech student 
at Indian Institute of Tech 
nology Delhi failed to find 
employment during the pla 
cement season. Often, yo 
ungsterslike him with the co 
veted IITian tag expect, per 
haps unreasonably, to be 

e picked up for high-paying 
jobs. Not this time. After his 
rejection, the student said 
that he approached over 50 
recruiters on LinkedIn but 
was left disappointed. 

n 

y 
b 

The student described the 
2024 placement as "lacklust 
re" and said, "Despite better 
outcomes for undergraduate 
placements compared with 

y postgraduate and PhD place 
ments, we are feeling oursel 
ves under undue pressure". 

g 

TIMES CITY 

st 

Shreya.Ghosh@timesgroup.com 

r 

Jobs missing, IIT grads feel 'undue pressure 

IIT-D placements occur in 
three phases with the first and 
second phases in Dec and Feb 
and the final one in May Many 
students who weren't placed 
have been left applying for po 

d sitions on LinkedIn, asking 
batchmates and seniors forre 

id ferrals or contemplatingaddi 
tional qualifications and pre 

Amanatull: 

paring for the CAT exam for 
higher degrees. 

IIT Kanpur alumnus 
Dheeraj Singh, founder of 
the Global IIT Alumni Sup 
port Group, said, "Off-cam 
pus placement is extremely 
challenging and many on 
campus placed students are 
not happy with the pay pack 
ag�s offered. The situation 
is appalling." 

Students do prepare well 
for the placement process, 
which spans around 15 days. 
"We are mentally prepared 
for a set pattern of place 
ment interview questions, 
but this time the companies 
were more demanding, see 
king fewer candidates with 
specialised skills in artifici 
al intelligence and machine 
learning for annual packa 
ges ranging from Rs 10-50 
lakh," the student said, ad 
ding that he lacked the skils 
required by the hirers be 
cause his interest lay in soft 
ware development. 

When TOI asked the 
IIT-D authorities about how 
they assist the students equ 
ip themselves for the hiring 

ASTUDENT SAYS 

We are mentally prepared for a set pattern of 
placement interview questions, but this time the 
companies were more demanding, seeking fewer 
candidates with specialised skills in artificial 
intelligence and machine learning for annual 
packages ranging from Rs 10-50 lakh 

process, an official said., «We 
arrange several activities 
and events to help students 
make informed career choi 
ces, including but not limi 
ted to avenues for alumni in 
teractions, career fair and 
connecting them with busi 
ness leaders and industry 
hiring teams." 

It wasn't actually surpri 
sing that the placement sea 
son proved dissatisfying for 
sO many. "We were informed 
that tech companies would 
come in fewer numbers due 
to the recession. We were, 
therefore, mentally prepa 
red and very scared," admit 
ted another student. �So 
ught. after companies like 
Amazon and Goldman Sachs 
did not arrive for mass hi 

ring. If they don't come, 
what can we do?" 

A woman MTech student 
said, "The overhiring that 
occurred during the Covid 
pandemic could be the rea 
son why companies aren't 
recruiting in large num 
bers. Although women stu 
dents were prioritised this 
year, maybe because the 
companies have to fulfil dË 
versity norms and Micro 
soft hired nine girls out of 
the 12 they selected, the com 
petition is incredibly stress 
ful. Clearly, we have to take 
up other courses to make 
ourselves marketable." 

SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI 

An electrical engineering 
student with an interest in 
software development also ex 
pressed disappointment with 

APRIL 7, 2024 

IIT-D's Office of Career Servi 
ces, alleging biased student 
representation that resulted 
in diminished chances for so 
me students. A chemical engi 
neering student said that af 
ter several rejections, he has 
decided to try new things and 
decide what works for him if 
he ends up without ajob. 

"I faced extreme self-do 
ubt and took counselling on 
the campus," the student sa 
id, mortified since his family 
believes grabbing a place 
ment is the endgame of an IIT 
education. "But," he added, 
"some of my friends accepted 
the placement only because 
they didn't get the jobs of the 
ir choice. They hope to switch 
to their favourite profile after 
a year or two.' 

Rohit Shaw, a textile engi 
neering student who was pla 
ced with a startup, noted the 
weakening market demand, 
both domestic and imterna 
tional, due to recession. "Sur 
prisingly, popular consulting 
firms such as Bain and Co 
and Boston Consulting Gro 
up were not interested this 
year," said Shaw. 
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scaling back operations for thneir d 

Chandrayaan flies into 
NCERT textbook now 

Manash.Gohain 
atimesgroup.com 

: New Delhi: Chandrayaan 
:has found its way to Class II 

textbooks in à playful way. 
Rani, a girl froma village is 
curious about "why the sky 

is blue?" and "Where does 

the Sun go at night." Listen 
ing to her mother singing 
"Chanda mama door ke ..." 
makes her curious to know 

the distance between earth 
andmoon andnext morning 
when she heard her broth 

ers' excitement on seeing 

the moon landing, Rani won 
ders: How did Chan 
drayaanreach the moon?" 

The first set of school 

textbooks (English, Hindi & 

Urdu) under National Cur 
riculum Framework for 
school education 2023 for 
Class II, the first stage of 
middle school, was upload 
ed by National Council of 
Educational Research and 
Training Friday The Coun 
cil has also released a 

bridge course for Class VI, 

thefirst stage of high-school. 
According to NCERT 

Sources, the other subiect 

books under the National 
Education Policy 2020 

would be made available by 

May 2024, which include 
The world around us', 
Mathematics, Art Educa 
tion and Health Wellbeing. 

for English textbook 
Class II titled 'Santoor 

Comprises four units of 

three chapters each. The 

CURRICULUM UPDATE 

units include Fun with 

Friends', "Toys & Games', 
'Good Food', & "The Sky' As 
per the foreword, "The book 
emphasises conceptual un 
derstanding, critical think 
ing, creativity, values and 
dispositions essential for 
this developmental stage. It 
incorporates cross-cutting 
themes such as multilin 
gualism, gender equality, 
and cultural rootedness in 
tegrating appropriate ICT & 
school-based assessment_." 
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NCERT books tweaks: References to Babri 
Masjid, Gujarat riots, Hindutva dropped 

New Delhi, April 5: 
Dropping references to the 
demolition of Babri 
Masjid in Ayodhya, the 
killing of Muslims in 
Gujarat riots and 
Hindutva, and tweaking 
the reference to Manipur's 
merger with India are. 
among the latest set of 
revisions made public by 
the National Council of 
Educational Research and 
Training (NCERT) in its 

While NCERT did not 
comment on the topics 
being dropped, officials 
said the tweaks are part 
of the routine updation 
and are not linked to the 
development of new 

riculum 
(NCF). 

framework 

The changes have been 
made in the Political 
Science textbooks of 
Classes 11 and 12, among 
others. 

According to a docu 
ment detailing the 
changes prepared by the 
curriculum drafting com 
mittee of the NCERT, the 
references to the Ram 
Janmabhoomi movement 

have been tweaked "as 
per the latest develop 
ment in politics." 

Chapter 8 on Secularism 
in Class 11 textbook earli 
er said, "More than 1,000 
persons, mostly Muslims, 
were massacred during 

THE NCERT'S ration 
ale behind the change 
is that "in any riot, peo 
ple across communities 
suffer. It cannot be just 
one community?" It did 
not comment on the 
topics being dropped. 

Gujarat in 2002." 
It has been changed to 

"more than 1,000 persons 
were killed during the 
post-Godhra riots in 
Gujarat in 2002.' 

The NCERT's rationale 
behind the change is that 
"in any riot, people across 
communities suffer: It can 
not be just one communi 
ty?" 

Kashmir, the earlier text 
book stated, "India claims 
that this area is under ille 
gal occupation. Pakistan 
describes this area as 
Azad Pakistan." 

The changed version 
says, However, it is the 
Indian territory which is 
under illegal occupation 
of Pakistan and called 
Pakistan occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir 

The NCERT's rationale 
behind the alteration is 
that the "change that has 
been introduced is in com 
plete concurrence with 
the latest position of the 
government of India in 
regard to Jamnmu and 

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir:" hG-PTI 

textbooks. 

books as per the new cur the post-Gudhra riots in On 

(POJK)," 
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SC stays HC order 
striking down law 
regulating madrasas 
Krishnadas Rajagopal 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Fri 
day stayed the operation of 
an Allahabad High Court 
judgment which struck 
down a 20-year-old Uttar 
Pradesh law regulating ma 
drasas and ordered the 
transfer of their students to 
regular schools. 

A three-judge Bench 
headed by Chief Justice of 
India D.Y. Chandrachud de 
cided to freeze the imple 
mentation of the High 
Court judgment of March 
22 in an interim order even 
as the Uttar Pradesh g0 
vernment said it had learnt 

to "accept" the verdict. 
The State claimed to 

have fought tooth and nail 
for the survival of the Uttar 
Pradesh Board of Madrasa 
Education Act, 2004 in the 
High Court. However, it 
has noW reconciled to the 

High Court's point of view 
that the Act threatened the 

The Allahabad HC 
had struck down the 

law and directed the 
transfer of students 
to regular' schools 

principles of secularism 
and was violatve of the 
Basic Structure of the 
Constitution. 

Solicitor Additional 
General K.M. Nataraj, for 
ÜUttar Pradesh, said the 
course of instruction pro 
vided in madrasas did not 
involve broad-based sub 

as jects such maths, 
science, and social studies. 
But the court. countered 
the State's logic, asking 
how the striking down of a 
law regulating madrasas 
would ensure that students 

were instructed in maths, 
science, social studies, lan 
guages and history. 

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE8 
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SC stays Allahabad HC 
order on madrasas 

"The remedy would not be to strike down the Ma 
drasa Board Act, but to issue suitable directions to 
enable students pursuing their education in m 
drasas to access the quality of education made 
available by the State in other institutions," Chief 
Justice Chandrachud dictated in the order for the 
Bench. 

The court said if the State had a "legitimate pu 
blic interest" in all students, including those in 
madrasas, it ought to ensure that "they receive 
education of a requisite gquality and standard 
which make them qualified to pursue a dignified 
existence". Issuing notice to Uttar Pradesh, the 
court said it would hear detailed arguments in the 
second week of July. The court said it was left to 
the choice of students and their parents to stay 
back or leave madrasas to join mainstream 
schools. However, it was unwarranted on the part 
of the High Court to direct their transfer to �regu 
lar" schools. 

Mr. Nataraj, for Uttar Pradesh, tried to reason 
that the madrasas had not been shut down after 
all. He argued that Article 28(1) of the Constitution 
prohibited religious instruction in educational in 
stitutions wholly maintained out of State funds. 

The petitioners argued that imparting religious 
instruction in secular institutions was not pro 
scribed in the Constitution. Besides, subjects oth 
er than Islamic theology are taught in madrasas, 
the petitioners submitted. 

They said without the Board, madrasa educa 
tion would continue unregulated. In his order, the 
Chief Justice said the High Court seemed to have 
"conflated the concept of madrasa education with 
the regulatory powers attached to the Board'". The 
reasoning was prima facie misconceived. 6 
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Students halt stir after Ashoka University agrees to sociO-economic survey 
Ashna Butani 

NEW DELHI 

Following a 16-day protest 
by students calling for wid 
er caste representation, 
the Ashoka University ad 
ministration on Friday 
agreed to fulfil certain de 
mands raised by the prot 
esters, including the crea 
tion of a panel that will 
hold annual lectures on 
themes of social justice 

The protest - led by the 
Social Justice Forum (SJF), 
a forumn founded by Sche 
duled Castes, Scheduled 

Tribes, Muslims and Kash 
miri students has since 

been temporarily suspend 
ed, but protesting students 
say that "dialogue will con 
tinue" regarding their re 
maining demands. 

The students had, on 
March 20, launched the 
protest over the call for a 
caste census on campus, 
reservation in admissions, 
and an annual Ambedkar 
Memorial Lecture on 
themes of social justice. 

The issue made hea 
dlines last week after pur 
ported videos of the prot 
esters surfaced on social 
media, where they could 

aSHOKe 

be seen raising caste-based 
slogans. The university at 
the time had condemned 
their actions, saying it "de 
plores expressions of 

hatred directed against any 
individual or group". 

Exchange of ideas 
However, on Friday, a un 
iversity statement said that 
the administration had en 
gaged in conversations 
with various student 

nistrators on matters of 

"diversity, inclusion, and 
sensitisation". 

"One of the measures 
emerging from these con 
versations is an Equal Op 
portunity Cell (EOC) hav 
ing representatives from 
faculty, students and admi 
nistrative staff. Among the 

activities of the EOC are a 
lecture on themes on so 
cial justice and a socio-eco 
nomic survey, details of 
which are yet to be firmed 
up." 

The students also re 
ceived an email at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday from the Pro 
Vice-Chancellor's office, 
stating that the EOC would 
be constituted in the com 
ing week, and that the sur 
vey would be rolled out un 
der its aegis. "The 
processes dealing with 
timely fee payment will be 
refined and shared with 
students, and a helpdesk 

with their queries and con 
cerns" the email added. 

Unfair fee policy 
Students had earlier high 
lighted that the fee pay 
ment policy was "too strin 
gent". We have sent 
proposals to the adminis 
tration regarding affirma 
tive action and financial as 
s0stance to increase the 
representation of margi 
nalised communities on 
campus, and we have been 
assured that the socio-eco 
nomic survey will includea 
caste component" a stu 
dent told The Hindu on the 

condition of anonymity. e 

S 

F 

S 
j 

te 

se 

P 

and conduct a socio-eco 
nomic survey. 

groups, faculty, and admi 

established to assist them 
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Rakhigarhi findings in NCERT books; 
Narmada Dam references dropped 

In Class 12 history textbook, NCERT has said that continuity in DNA of Harappans rules out migration of Aryans: in political 

science textbooks, it has dropped references to Babri demolition and given added emphasis to Ram Temple movement 

Maitri Porecha 
NEW DELHI 

he National Council 
of Educational Re 
search and Train 

ing (NCERT) has proposed 
that findings from the DNA 
analysis of skeletal remains 
unearthed at the archaeo 
logical site of Rakhigarhi in 
Haryana be added to the 
Class 12 history textbook. It 
also proposed that refe 
rences to how the Narma 
da Dam project adversely 
affected tribal people and 
drove them to greater des 
titution be dropped from 
the sociology textbook. 

These are among the lat 
est set of revisions in 

school textbooks proposed 
by the NCERT. 

In the sociology text 
book for Class 12, the 
NCERT has dropped the 
sentence "That Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes are social groups 
specially marked by pover 
ty, powerlessness and so 

cial stigma." 
In a major addition to 

the chapter "Bricks, Beads 
and Bones - The Harap 
pan Civilisation" in th� 
Class 12 history textbook 
Themes in India History 
Part-I, the NCERT has stat 

ed that the study of ancient 
DNA from archaeological 

In order to study genetic history of Harappans, DNA was extracted 

from the skeletal remains excavated at Rakhigarhi. FILE PHOTO 

sources in Rakhigarhi sug 
gests that the genetic roots 
of the Harappans go back 
to 10,000 BC. "The DNA of 
the, Harappans has conti 
nued till today anda major 
ity of the south Asian pop 
ulation appears to be their 
descendants. Due to trade 
and cultural contacts of the 

Harappans with distant re 
gions there is a mixture of 
genes in small quantity. 
The continuity without any 
break in genetic history as 
well as cultural history 
rules out large-scale immi 
gration of the so-called 

Aryans," the text reads. 
The revised text adds 

that the research also indi 

cates that people coming 
from the bordering areas 

and distant regions were 
absorbed in the Indian so 

ciety. �At no stage, the ge 
netic history of the Indians 

was either discontinued or 
broken. As the Harappans 

started moving towards 
Iran and CentralAsia, their 

also genes gradually 
spread in those regions," it 
says. 

In order to study the ge 
netic history of the Harap 
pans, DNA was extracted 
from the skeletal remains 
excavated at Rakhigarhi. 
This research was carried 

out by Deccan College 
Deemed University, Pune 
in collaboration with the 
Centre for Cellular and Mo 
lecular Biology, Hydera 
bad, and the Harvard Med 
ical College. 

The analysis of the data 
was interpreted by some as 
that the Harappans were 
the indigenous people of 
this region. The same team 
of researchers also recon 
structed 3D features of the 
Harappan people. The 
NCERT stated that the re 
constructed facial features 
of the Harappans, male 

and female, show remarka 
ble simnilarity with the 
modern population of Ha 
ryana and that the study 
has indicated unbroken 

continuity for 5,000 years 
in this region. 

In an article for The Hin 
du, archaeologist Mudit 
Trivedi had argued that 
"the DNA of this person 
from Rakhigarhi ... is a mix 
ture with contributions 
coming from very ancient 
ancestry shared with Ira 
nian populations and that 

Andamanese or from... 
South-East Asians in the 
deep past of her ancestry.. 
media cOverage has 

stressed her 'indigeneity' 
and not the fact that her 
genetic admixture makes 
one rethink the social ge 
ographies which the data 
groups her with, which are 
significantly more westerly 
than the limits of present 

On page 85 of the Class 
12 sociology textbook In 
dian Society, the NCERT 
said the sentence "Projects 
such as the Sardar Sarovar 
dam on the river Narmada 
in western India and the 
Polavaram dam on the riv 
er Godavari in Andhra Pra 
desh displace hundreds of 
thousands of adivasis, driv 
ing them to greater destitu 
tion" would be changed to 

"Projects such as the Sar 
dar Sarovar dam on the riy 
er Narmada in western In 
dia and the Polavaram dam 
on the river Godavari in 

Andhra Pradesh displaced 
hundreds of thousands of 
adivasis from their original 
habitats". 

It has also dropped oth 
er mentions about the Nar 
mada project. In chapter 
three, the sentence "The 

coming of private property 
in land has also adversely 
afected tribals, whose 
community-based forms of 
collective ownership were 
placed at a disadvantage in 
the new system. The most 
recent such example is the 
series of dams being built 
on the Narmada, where 
most of the costs and bene 
fits seem to flow dispropor 
tionately to different com 
munities and regions" will 
now read, "The coming of 
private property in land 
has also adversely affected 
tribals, whose community 
based forms of collective 
ownership were placed at a 
disadvantage." 

NCERT has 

dropped references to the 
Babri Masjid demolition 
from its political science 
textbooks and given added 
emphasis on the Ram Jan 
mabhoomi Temple 
movement. 

The 

day India." 
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DISPUTE OVER 
CASTE CERTIFICATE 

SC stays order 
cancelling MBBS 
admission of son 
of panipuri seller 
EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 
AHMEDABAD, APRIL 5 

THESUPREME Court Friday tem 
porarily stayed an order that can 
celled the admission ofa panipuri 
seller's son at a medical college 
followinga dispute over his caste 
certificate. The MBBS student can 
now be readmitted to the course 
and can continue with his stud 
ies for the time being. 

The division bench of 
Justices Hrishekesh Roy and 
Prashant Kumar Mishra granted 
interim relief to Alpeshkumar 
Rathod and issued notice to the 
state and college authorities. 

On March 26, a division 
bench of the Gujarat High Court 
had castaspersions on the valid 
ity of the student's Socially and 
Economically Backward Classes 
category certificate and had up 
held the cancellation of admis 
sion by the 
Committee for Professional 
Medical Educational Courses 
and the Government Medical 

College at Vadodara. Ic)6 

iew Delhi 

Admission 
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Copyright vs AI 
As The New YorkTimes CovMicrosoft Corp et al' weaves its way through the court system, more such challenges for the law will emerge 

OPENING ARGUMENT 
BY MENAKA GURUSWAMY 

ARTIFICAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) is reconfig 
uring our lives and forcing us to question whether only human beings are capable of 
sophisticated intelligence? After all, Al is 
passing lawyers' bar exams and other pro 
fessional tests. It's even performing precise 
but finite surgical procedures. However, there are some fetters in the Al revolution. 
And this has come from an unlikely quarter 
- copyright law. Novelists, newspapers, 
writers are amongstplaintiffs who have sued 
various companies using Al alleging that AI 
"ingests" their work. These plaintiffs from 
various suits include the popular author ]ohn 
Grisham and The New York Times. 

The New York Times (NYT) in a very high 
profile case, in late December 2023 sued 
OpenAl and Microsoft for copyright in 
fringement. In their petition, the NYT alleges 
that the "defendants' generative artificial in 
telligence (GenAl) tools rely on large-lan 
guage models ('LLMs') that were built by 
copying and using millions of Times copy 
righted news articles, in depth investiga 
tions, opinion pieces, reviews, how-to 
guides, and more. While the defendants 
engaged in wide-scale copying from many 
sources, they gave Times content particular 
emphasis when building their LLMs - re 
vealing a preference that recognises the val 
ues of those works." 

The NYT in these absolutely delightful 
pleadings, argues that the Constitution and 
the Copyright Act recognise the "ritical im 
portance of giving creators exclusive rights 
over their works". The newspaper felt 
strongly that their copyright was violated by 
OpenAl and Microsoft and hence they were 
unable to enjoy the "fruits of their labour and 
investment" How does the NYT explain this 
alleged exploitation of their labour? They ar 
gue that "powered by LIMs containing copies 
ofTimes content, Defendants Gen Al tools can 
generate output that recites Times content 
verbatim, closely surmmarises it, and mimics 
its expressive style", as demonstrated by 
Scores of examples. "Defendants also use 
Microsoft's Bing search index, which copies 
and categorises the Times articles that are sig 
nificantly longer and more detailed than 
those returned by traditional searchengines." 

Essentially, the NYT is arguing that the 
defendants are using its intellectual prop 
erty without paying for it and enriching 
themselves. The NYTlinks this use ofits in 
tellectual property protected work to the 
growth in Microsoft's valuation to a trillion 
dollars, and OpenAl's ChatGPTS valuation 
of $90 billion. 

In a bid to address the argument of "fair 
use" that is often a defence against copyright 
infringement, the NYTargued that there was 
nothing transformative about using NYTCon 

tent without payment to create products that 
or the newspaper and steal audi substitute for 

ences away from it. The core argumentof the 

NYT0s that the outputs of"Defendants' GenAI 
models compete with and closely mimic the 
inputs used to train them" copying NYT 
works and hence is not fair use. 

The NYT'spetition includes extracts from 
searches conducted on ChatGPT, and Bing 
Chat (Microsofts' GenerativeAl) that are al 
leged to throw up NYT articles verbatim. 
Importantly, the petition for the NYT, while 
arguing thatit has lost billions of dollars, does 
not ask for a specific anmount for damages. It 
does ask for an injunction to stop the alleged 
unlawful conduct from continuing. 

The reply of OpenAl is clever. In fact, the 
legal petitions filed by the three parties are 
rigorous and deeply enjoyable reading. For 
students of law (by that I mean those in law 
school and those Platew for they 

g law) the peti 
tions are worthwhile to 
indicative of what good legal drafting ought 
to be. Succinct, clever and elegantly incor 
porating the law. 

a are 

However, the case of The New York Times 

Cov Microsoft Corp et al is also fascinating 
since it has all the attributes of an interna 
tional caper. How, you might ask? OpenAl 
responds to the allegations by arguing that 
"the Times paid someone to hack OpenAl's 
products." Further, that it took the newspa 
per ten of thousands of attempts to generate 
the "highly anomalous results" that consti 
tute the illustrations in the complaint. 
Further, that they were able to do so only "by 
targeting and exploiting a bug by using de 

that blatantly violate ceptive prompts 
OpenAl's terms of use. And even then they 
had to feed the tool portions of the very arti 
cles they sought to elicit verbatim passages 
of. virtually all of which already appear on 
multiple public websites." 

Microsoft responded strongly by com 

In a bid to address the 
argument of fair use' that is 
often a defence against 
copyright infringenent, the 
NYT argued that there was 
nothing transformative 
about using NYT content 
without payment to create 
products that substitute for 
the newspaper and steal 
audiences away from it. The 
core argument of the NYT is 
that the outputs of 
Defendants' GenAI models 
compete with and closely 
mimic the inputs used to 

train the' copying NYT 
works and hence is 

not fair use. 

22 

CR Sasikumar 

paring the New York Times lawsuit to the one 
waged by the Motion Picture Association of 
America and Hollywood against the VCR 
(Video Cassette Recorder). When the VCR 
was first introduced, the entertainment in 
dustry claimed that it violated copyright. As 
Microsoft writes, the "(US Supreme) Court 
rejected the alarmism and voted for techno 
logical innovation and consumer choice, in 
its seminal decision in Sony Corp of America 
vs Universal City Studios, Inc. freeing con 
sumers from broadcast schedules and usher 
ing in an on-demand world" Clearly, that de 
cision did not destroy Hollywood --quite the 

opposite, it's argued that the entertainment 
industry flourished "when the VCR opened 
new markets and revenue streams". 

News conglomerates have not all chosen 
to fight the use of their workproduct to feed 
the insatiable appetite of Al. Some have 
joined hands with it. The large European 
news conglomerate Axel Springer has an 
nounced a partnership with OpenAl to 
"strengthen independent jourmalism in the 
age of AI". In July 2023 OpenAl and the 
Associated Press (AP) announced a deal for 
the Al company to license AP's archive of 
news stories. 

As The New York Times Cov Microsoft Corp 
et al weaves its way through the court sys 
tem, more such challenges for the lavw will 

emerge asAl swiftly takes over how humans 
access, process and pay for news and reative 
work. Alternatively, we can ask ChatGPT 
"are you using New York Times stories and re 
ports without paying for it?"'I suspectwewill 
get a legally nuanced answer involving"fair 
use" 

Iel<( 

The writer is a Senior Advocate 
at the Supreme Court 
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S 

d New Delhi: A plan proposed 
by Delhi govt to start a Sarvo 
daya Vidyalaya in Sadar Ba 
zar on land allotted for a priva 
te Urdu-medium school has 

-

Proposal to start a govt school on 
land for Urdu one opposed in HC 

s razed dring the Emergency 

TIMES NEWs NETWORK 

- around five decades ago and 
students have since been 

been challenged inhigh court. 
The Qaumi Senior Secon 

dary School's building was 

- taught under tents and tem 
porary tin structures. 

0 
e-

d whose petition Delhi High 
Court directed Delhi Deve 

e lopmnent Authority (DDA) in 
2018 to carve out land to erect 
permanent structures for the 
school approached HCaga 
in on Friday. 

f 

Ahmed questioned the 
Delhi govt's stand and poin 
ted out that the DDA was to 
provide full 4,000 sq metres of 
land instead of 1,600 sq met 
res for the Urdu-medium 
school. In March last year, the 
courtpermitted DDA's plea to 
give1,600 sq metres of land in 
stead of the earlier commit 
ment of 4,000 sq metres after 

f the land-owning agency plea 

Firoz Bakht Ahmed on 

Students being taught under tents and temporary tin structures 

ded helplessness in giving 
such a large chunk of land in 
that area. 

A special bench of Justi 
ces Sanjeev Sachdeva and 
Subraonium Prasad heard 
Ahmed on Friday and asked 
him to file an affidavit. Ah 
med argued that efforts must 

File Photo 

be made to save the Urdu-me 
dium school where thou 
sands of students from sur 
rounding localities such as 

Nabi Karim, Bada Hindu 
Rao, Ballimaran, and Jama 

Masjid study. 
He also urged the court to 

reconsider the concession 

granted to DDA and sought 
that 4,000 sq metres must be 
allotted for the construction 
of a senior secondary school. 

Originally built in 1948 for 
Muslim families that chose to 
remain in India after the Par 
tition, Qaumi Senior Secon 
dary School's management 
had to operate out of tin 
structures since the school's 
razingto not only give classes 
a semblance of a room, but al 
so to protect students from ex 
treme weather conditions. 

Ahmed complained that 
Delhi govt is bent upon acqui 

ring the patch of land and op 
posed the possible closure of 
Qaumi school to make way 
for a non-Urdu medium Sar 
vodaya Vidyalaya up to class 
X. He alleged that it would in 
volve transfer of Urdu-medi 
um students to other schools 

in the city as land has already 
been halved and a senior se 
condary school cannot be ac 
commodated on it. 

On its part the Directorate 
of Education (DoE) maintai 
ned that there is no provision 
in law that allows it to const 
ruct a school and hand it over 
to a private entity. DEG 
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