
Girls shine in ISC, ICSE; merit list scrapped 
SANJAY KAW 
NEW DELHI, MAY 6 

Girls once again outshone 
boys in the Class 10 and 
Class 12 board exams con 
ducted by the Council for 
the Indian School 
Certificate Examinations, 
the results of which were 
announced on Monday. 
While the pass percentage 
for both the classes record 
ed an increase, the council 
refrained from disclosing 
the names of toppers, aim 
ing to deter "unhealthy 
competition" among stu 
dents. This aligns the 

CISCE with other boards 
like the CBSE and those of 
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra 
and Andhra Pradesh, 
which also withheld the 
identities of board exam 
toppers. 

"We have discontinued 
the practice of issuing 
merit lists for board 
exams from this year. The 
move is aimed at avoiding 
unhealthy competition 
among students," CISCE 
chief executive and secre 
tary Jospeh Emmanuel 
said. 

The CBSE had last year 
stopped the practice of 

IN CLASS 10, the best 
performing schools 
abroad are from 
Indonesia, Singapore and 
Dubai, with a 100 per 
cent pass percentage. In 
Class 12, the best-per 
forming schools are from 
Singapore and Dubai 
announcing merit lists for 
the both these board 
exams. During the Covid 
19 pandemic, when board 
exams were not conducted 
due to the closure of 
schools and students were 
marked using alternative 

evaluation methods, both 
the CBSE and CISCE had 
not issued any merit list. 
The practice was, howev 
er, resumed after the 
schools reopened. 

A total of 2,43,617 stu 
dents, comprising 53.57 
per cent boys and 46.43 per 
cent girls, had appeared in 
the ICSE final exam. 
Despite being the 
minority, girls excelled 
with a pass percentage of 
99.65 per cent, surpassing 
the boys' pass percentage 
of 99.31. Similarly, in the 
ISC final exam, out of 

cent were boys and 47.18 
per cent were girls. The 
girls outshone boys with a 
remarkable pass percent 
age of 98.92, compared to 
the boys' score of 97.53 per 
cent. 

In Class 10, the best-per 
forming schools abroad 
are from Indonesia, 
Singapore and Dubai, 
with a 100 per cent pass 
percentage. In Class 12, 
the best-performing 
schools 
Singapore and Dubai. 

The ICSE examination 
(Class 10) was conducted 

are from 

99,901 students, 52.82 per Turn to Page 4 
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Girls shine in ISC, ICSE 
Continued From Page 1 

in 60 written subjects, of which 20 
were Indian anguages, 13 were 
foreign languages and one classi 
cal language. The ICSE exams 
started on February 21 and con 
cluded on March 28. They were 
conducted over 18 days. 

The ISC examination (Class 12) 
was conducted in 47 written sub 
jects, of which 12 were Indian lan 
guages, four foreign languages and 
two classical languages. For ISC, 
the exams began on February 12 
and concluded on April 4. They 
were conducted over 28 days. 

A total 2,695 schools presented 
candidates for the Class 10 exams 
with 82.48 per cent (2,223) schools 

attaining a pass percentage of 100. 
For Class 12, a total of 1,366 schools 
presented candidates with 66.18 
per cent (904) schools attaining a 
pass percentage of 100. 

In Delhi-NCR, the pass percent 
age for ICSE stood at 99.88 per cent, 
up by 0.20 per cent from last year. 
The score for ISC was 99.10 per 
cent, up by 0.06 per cent from last 
year: The girls performed better 
than boys at both levels. 

UP marked a notable surge in 
pass percentages for both Class 10 
and 12 examinations in compari 
son to the previous year: The pass 
rate for Class 10 went up to 99.14 
per cent from 98.40 per cent in 2023, 
showcasing remarkable progress. 
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Campuses erupt in US: Can 
India, world learn lessons? 

Shashidhar 
Nanjundaiah 

olumbia Unive 

is in the news in 
jIndia after the 
university's presi 

dent ordered police raids on 
the campus in mid-April, 
and it cannot augur well for 
campuses in other coun 
tries, including India. The 
incident triggered student 
protests across 50 American 
campuses ovèr the Israeli 
aggression against Palestin 
ians, in particular residents 
of the Gaza Strip, and to 
spotlight an ineffective pro 
Palestine movement called 
Boycott, Divestment, Sanc 
tions (BDS). More than 1,000 
people, including 
Sors, have been dots 

arrested; St. Louis-based 
Washington University, a 
private niversity like 
Columbia, has banned six of 
its professors; on May 1, the 
police entered a Columbia 
campus building that the 
Gaza protesters had occu 
pied. 

news 

The protesters at 
Columbia and elsewhere 

are reported to have told the 
that these 

demonstrations should 
remind us of the disastrous 
stand-off in 1970 between 
students and the US 
National Guard, which shot 
and killed four students on 
the Kent State University 
campus in Ohio. Students. 
protesting the US occupa 
tion of Cambodia at the tail 
end of the long-drawn 
Vietnam war, had occupied 
common and open spaces on 
campuses, considered safe 
spaces for voice and speech. 
Anxious to quell the dissent, 
President Richard Nixon 
sent the Guard to campuses. 

The shooting shocked the 
world after it snowballed 
into a media event. 
Newspapers and magazines 
amplified it, using shocking 
photographs of students 
lying on the ground dead. 
An iconic image in the Daily 
Mirror, a British tabloid, 
accompanied by a scathing 
ly caustic headline, "Death 
of a Bum", followed by the 
sub-heading "Four Killed in 
New Demo on Cambodia", 
is a case study across media 

schools. The headline 
referred to Nixon's speech a 
few days before, where he 
had called protesters "bums 
blowing up the. campuses' 
and US college students "the 
luckiest people in the 
world" 

The parallel between 1970 
and 2024 should not entirely 
be surprising: First, both 
protests are fights for spaces 
in physical and figurative 
senses. Second, student 
voices were discredited in 
similar ways. Thid, and the 
broadest in its significance, 
the curent protests are the 
biggest since 1970, and the 
govern1ment is going after 
protesters in an election 
year. A recent survey 
showed that the proportion 
of Americans who support 
the Israeli aggression is far 
more than those who oppose 
it. Populism surfaces the 
most when definable and 
tangible objectives are 
immediate and existential. 
Regardless of which ideolo 
gy governs a nation, such 
events expose the populism 
that lurks behind moralistic 
rhetoric. Once populism can 
be effectively cloaked in 
imperativeness such as 
that of war or other moral 
conflict - it lends an em0 
tive, nationalistic prpose 
to the voter. For all Nixon's 
impending downfall, people 
were supportive of his hard 
stance against the student 
protests. 

Predictably, the indigna 
tion game has begun: The 
pro-establishment media in 
India has seized the oppor 
tunity to call out the Biden 
administration, questioning 
how the US "lectured" India 
on free speech. The com 
mentaries are right to point 
out the diplomatic hypo 
crisy. They are misleading 
because the First Amend 
ment, the US equivalent of 
our Article 19, applies to 
public spaces alone. The US 
statements on the farmers 
protest is a particularly 
false equivalence for our 
media to draw. Many of the 
campuses are indeed public 
universities; however, 
Columbia, Harvard and 
many others are not. There, 

The goings-on in 
America should 
trigger thought and a 
sensible dialogue 
back home on how 
we can facilitate, not 
curb, speech. 

the campus governance lies 
in the hands of the universi 
ty. Moreover, US campuses 
pride themselves on being 
safe spaces for speech and 
expression, and they have 
remained that way without 
fear of violence or preven 
tion. However, violence is 
treated as a law-and-order 
problem. Unlike in the US, 
where intervention of the 
law enforcement agencies is 
disruptive, dramatic, rare 
and highly evocative, in 
India, the insinuation has 
been silent and efficient 
with a chilling effect. In the 
ory, this principle of free 
debate and fostering of criti 
cal thinking is also valid 
among Indian universities. 
Indeed, critical thinking 
appears prominently in the 
guiding principles of the 
new documents of higher 
education such as the new 
National Education Policy 

although it has liberal 
education principles that 
emphasise skills-based edu 
cation and critical thinking 
together, somewhat self 
contradictorily. 

In practice, many of these 
"safe spaces" are not truly 
free. In July 2021, a Central 
university in Madhya 
Pradesh organised a confer 
ence in association with 
US university. The theme, 
"Cultural and Linguistic 
Hurdles in the Achievement 
of Scientific Temper", 
toucheda raw nerve among 

many, and two of the speak 
ers were known liberal 
intellectuals. After the 
right-wing ABVP objected, 
the police asked the authori 
ties to halt the event as it 
might "disturb communal 
harmony". As most of us 
recognise, this is hardly a 
lone case. The police in 
India do not intervene only 
when protests get violent; 
they often prevent or inter 
rupt even peaceful protests, 
triggering a chilling effect. 
It is in fact private universi 
ties in Ihdia that have the 
best chance to stay the 
corse of rationality and 
permit eclectic voices, tho 
ughts and ideas to flourish. 

In targeting the US gov 

is protecting and this systematic clamn8 
on dissent. One news show 
targeted the US for its 
stance favouring farmers 
during the year-long 2020 
2021 protests, when the 
Delhi police barricaded the 
capital and treated farmers 
with brutal force. These self 
congratulatory retorts, 
apparently made as repre 
sentatives of the govern 
ment, are now common. 

However, what has become 
a routine exercise in majori 
tarian nationalism here 
appears to find parallels in 
the world media in toeing a 
government line that is ide 
ological rather than ratio 

All this is not exactly a 
banner headline in India. 
Even the academic com 
mentariat has largely skirt 
ed it. Silencing academic 
voices is reminiscent of the 
pre-modern hierarchical 
societies of oppression. The 
US action vindicates the 
camp that laments that 
there is too much free 
dom". There is nothing 
excessive in free expression 
on niversity campuses: 
Disagreement with a goy 
ernment's stand cannot be 
equated with something ille 
gal. Even if it is in forms 
that are rough at the edges, 
it is essential to the growth 
and sustenance of dialecti 
cal societies, the hallmark of 
modernity. 

Majoritarian populism is 
the method of pragmatism 
that is defining the two 
countries' approaches. 
Report after global report 
evidences a decline in the 
democratic operations of 
one; the cracks are more vis 
ible than ever in the other. 
Whether the US is learning 
from nations like Turkey, 
Hungary, Israel and India is 
unclear, but the slide away 
from President Joe Biden's 
avowal to save democracy 
in 2021 is sufacing in quite 
an ironic fashion. The 

0n in America 
trigger thought and 

a sensible dialogue back 
home on how we can facili 
tate, not crb, speech. 

The writer is professor 
and dean of Hyderabad 

based Mahindra 
University's School of 

Media, and the author of 
News Aesthetics and Myth: 

The Making of Media 
Illiteracy in India, which 

will be published soon. 
The views expressed are 

personal. 

rsity in New York 

ernment, the Indian media 

nal. 
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OBC, EWS students 
need free coaching 
too, observes HHC 
The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

Those belonging to the 
Other Backward Class 
(OBC) and Economically 
Weaker Sections (EWS) are 
also backward and should 

be given the benefit of free 
coaching, the High Court 
observed on Monday while 
asking Jamia Milia Islamia 
to treat as representation a 

plea seeking admission of 
students from the disad 
vantaged categories in its 
Residential Coaching Aca 
demy (RCA). 

The petition said the 
RCA, which is a free coach 
ing programme for civil 
services aspirants, caters 
only to women, minorities 
and members of the Sche 
duled Castes and Sche 
duled Tribes but arbitrarily 
excludes other underprivi 

leged categories, especially 
the OBC and EWS stu 
dents, who have limited fi 
nancial means. 

The court said the peti 
tioner, Satyam Singh, a law 
student, should have made 
a representation to the un 
0versity before approach 
ing the judiciary. 

Resolve issue 
Though the court dismis 
sed the petition, it stated 
that Jamia Millia Islamia 
should Consider it a repre 
sentation and resolve the 
issue. 

During the hearing, the 
court orally observed that 
the people belonging to 
the OBC and EWS catego 
ries should be given. the be 
nefit of free coaching. 
"Give it to them. OBC and 
EWS are also backward pe 
ople," the court observed. 
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For Indian students in the 
West, a souring of dreams 

n October 3 last year, the United 
States (US) Supreme Court gave 
Indian students a welcome reprieve 
they had long sought. It forever rub 

ber-stamped the lawfulness of the Optional 
Practical Training (0PT) programme, the cen 
tral magnet that draws international students 
to American colleges and universities. OPT 
allows international students to work for one 
year after graduation with a virtually-no 
questions-asked Employment Authorization 
Document. Most Indian students pursue 
graduate degrees in science, technology, engi 
neering, and maths (STEM). The STEM OPT 
extension expands the work benefit to three 
years. OPT is a critical perch to seeking per 
manent employment, getting sponsored for a 
Green Card (permanent residence), 
and settling down. It fulfils a dream 
that first develops when a student 
completes the 12th-grade board 
exams. 

However, as Indian students who 
will soon leave for American shores 
await receiving their I-20s and the 
coveted F-l visa stamp from a US 
consulate, things are not so sweet in 
the land of milk and honey. Several 
studies have shown that US companies, espe 
cially staffing firms, exploit OPT students to 
force work for low wages under stressful, 
enslaved conditions. The number of OPT 
visas issued is unlimited, making it an 
employer's market. The government refuses 
to regulate employment conditions and bring 
the bad guys to justice. 

H-1B math doesn't work. To apply for a 
Green Card (immigrant visa), Indian OPT stu 
dents have to convince employers to hire 
them on dual-intent H-1B visas. The law 
authorises 85,000 new H-lBs to be granted 
yearly, of which 20,000 are reserved for appli 
cants who earned a Master's degree or higher 
from a US educational institution. The com 
petition for H-1B visas is so intense that the 
American government resorts tO a lottery, 
which, for this fiscal year, concluded on April 
1. The lottery is held just once a year, so a 
STEM OPT student technically has three 
chances of winningit. 

competition and hefty corporate law budgets. 
Students failing to win the H-1B are forced to 
return to India. 

An Indian student is not restricted to only 
the 20,000 reserved quota, however. The 
65,000 general H-lB visa pool, which attracts 
applications from every aspirant worldwide, 
including professionals from Indian tech 
majors, welcomes Indian student applica 
tions too. But the students are up against stiff 

The wait for a Green Card could exceed a 
lifetime. Even ifa student wins an H-1B visa, a 
significant milestone in an Indian student's 
journey in the US, not everything is green on 
the green card front. It is, again, a matter of 
Supply and demand. 

US law grants 140,000 green cards annu 
ally for employment-based applicants but 
stipulates that these be distributed across all 
countries, with no country receiving more 
than 7% of the allotment. So India gets 9,800 
green cards a year, a pittance. With nearly 
60,000 new Indian H-lBs entering the line 
annually, the backlog is so long that it cur 

Rajkamal 
Rao 

rently takes about 80 years to get a 
green card. During the wait, Indians 
have to seek H-1B transfer approvals 
when they switch jobs or get laid off. 

That apart, a Goldman Sachs 
report said last March that genera 
tive Artificial Intelligence (AI) could 
impact 300 million jobs globally, 
with 37% of US jobs in architecture 
and engineering, the kind that 
Indian students seek, at risk. Accord 

ing to Layoffs.fyi, a website that tracks tech 
industry layoffs, 1,185 tech companies laid off 
262,582 employees in 2023. The lower 
demand for employment hurts Indian OPT 
and H-1B employees even as more Indian stu 
dents flock to America. 

The situation in Canada is similarly glum. 
A YouTube short documentary called Bor 
rowed Dreams: The Canadian Experience, 
highlighting housing, health care, education, 
and employment issues, has garnered over 
200K views. Indian students in the United 
Kingdom continue to struggle with that coun 
try's strict rules for post-graduate employ ment and its terrible economy. 

Diaspora Indians contribute immensely to 
India's foreign exchange reserves, and Indian 
students are the seed that breeds that proud 
diaspora. India remains the source of the 
globe's human capital, and the Modi govern ment has aggressively promoted this fact as a 
competitive advantage. 

But when the western dream fails to mate rialise, Indian students should reconsider whether they are better off at home in one of the world's fastest growing economies. 
Rajkamal Rao is nanaging director, Rao Advisors LLC. The views expressed are personal 
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V-Cs, academics 
accuse Rabul 

of spreading 
rumous, seek 
action as per law 
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, MAY 6 

AS MANYas 181 vice chancellors 
and academics on Monday wrote 
an open letter countering 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi's 
claim that "appointment of V-Cs 
is made solely on the basis ofaf 
filiation with some organisations 
rather than on the basis of merit 

and qualification". The signatories 
have demanded appropriate ac 

tion as per law agains him. 
"In view of the fact that Shri 

Rahul Gandhi has resorted to 
falsehood and has defamed the 
Office of the Vice Chancellors at 
large... It 0s... earnestly prayed that 
appropriate action be taken 
against him forthwith in aCcor 
dance with law." the letter said. 

Titled Torchbearers being 
torched', the letter stated, "We 
strongly urge all individuals in 
volved to exercise discernment 
in distinguishing fact from fic 
tion, to abstain from spreading 
unfounded rumours, and to par 
ticipate in dialogue that is well 
informed, constructive and sup 
portive of our shared goal of 
creating a dynamic and inclusive 
educational environment." 

Those who signed the letter 
include Prof G D Sharma, presi 
dent, Association of Indian 
Universities, and V-C, USTM, 
Meghalaya; Prof Vinay Pathak, 
vice president, Association of 
Indian Universities, and V-C, 
CSJM, Kanpur; Prof Pankaj Mittal, 
secretary general, Association of 
Indian Universities, and former V 

C, BPSMV, Sonipat; Dr T G 
Sitharam, chairman, AlCTE, and 
former director, IIT Guwahati; 
Prof Anil Sahasrabudhe, chair 

man, NETE, UGC and former 
chairman, AICTE. 

Administrator
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS, 07 MAY 2024



"OVERWHELMING PUBLIC INTEREST 

Maharashtra: HCstays exemption 
to pvt schools from RTE admissions 
OMKARGOKHALE 
MUMBA, MAY 6 

THE BOMBAY High Court on 
Monday stayed until further or 
ders the February 9 notifcation of 
the Maharashtra governmentthat 
exempted private schools within 
one-km radius of government or 
aided schools from Right to 
EducationAct quota admissions. 

Maintaining that the matter 
contained 'overwhelmingpublic 
interest", a division bench of Chief 
Justice Devendra Kumar 
Upadhyaya and Justice Arif S 
Doctor held that the impugned 

amendments contravened the 
Right of Children to Free and 
Compulsory Education Act, 2009, 
also known as the RTE. 

The RTE Act requires private 
schools to ensure that 25%of Class 
1students belong to "weaker sec 
tion and disadvantaged group in 
the nejghbourhood". Students ad-

mitted under this quota are given 
fee concessions, and the state goV 
ernment reimburses private 
schools for the same. Earlier, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, and 
Kerala diluted private schools' ob 
ligations under the RIE Act. 

"tis a settled principle of law 
that any piece of subordinate leg-
islation cannot bemade in contra-
vention ofthe principal Actitself" 
the bench noted. 

"Even otherwise, by adding 
impugned provisions, the rightof 
children toget elementaryeduca 
tion is being hampered, which is 
otherwise guaranteed in Article 
21-Aofthe Constitution" itadded. 

Thebenchgranted interimre 
lief in a batch of pleas, including a 
writ petition by 17 people, mostly 
members of management of 
aided schools and parents from 
economically backward classes. 

Appearing for the petitioners, 
senior advocate Gayatri Singhar 
gued that the notification be 

stayed as it was contrary to the 
RTE Act that provides quota at 
municipal schools, aided schools 
and private unaided schools. 

Dueto the government's deci 
sion, manyneedy students are un 
ableto seekadmission, she added. 
While around 5,00,000 students 
applied through RTE last year, 
fewer than 50,000 students have 
applied so far this year, she said. 

On April 29, the state govem 
mentinfomed the highcourt that 
the last date for submittingonline 
applications for admissions under 
the RTE Act would be extended 
fromApril 30 to May 10. 

On Monday, the petitioners 
urged that an interim stay be 
granted in the matter because of 
impending admissions to be 
made in school starting May 10. 

The petitioners argued that 
the amendment wasnotonly un 
constitutional, beingviolative of 
Articles 14 (equality before law) 
and 21 of the Constitution, but 

was also in contravention of the 
principal Act of 2009, under 
which rules were formulated. 

The petitioners argued that 
newBy added rules excluded pri 
vate unaided schools while the 
2009 law mandated them to be 
included. Additional Government 
Pleader lyoti Chavan for the state 
argued that the exclusionapplied 
only to certain unaided schools 

and wasnotabsolute" as the gov 
ernmentor local authority has es 
tablished schools within 1-kmra 
dius of private unaided schools. 

The bench said everyone is 
bound by the mandate under the 
2009 law for 25%reservation in ad 
mission in Class 1 to children from 
weaker sections.Therefore, prima 
facie, the rule cannot be amended 
onthe ground that suffiientnum 
bers of government schools are 
available in the area concerned. It 
asked the respondentauthorities 
to file their reply before the next 
hearing on June 12. e 
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SHIVANI NAG 

RECENTLY, THE UGC chairperson announced 
that students with four-year undergraduate 
degrees can now appear for the National 
Eligibility Test (NET), an exam that certifies 
eligibility for lectureship in colleges and uni 
versities in India, and PhD programmes. 
Earlier, the eligibility for both was a Masters' 
degree. In other words, if one qualifies for the 
NET after a four-yearundergraduate degree, 
one can now teach other undergraduate stu 

dents. VWhich universities would recruit 
these fresh undergraduates? Will these be 
the universities with the Institution of 

Eminence tag, and high NAAC ratings, posi 
tioned as the Harvards and Oxfords of India? 
Would it be the local public colleges which 
provide education to lakhs of first-genera 
tion university-goers who dream of social 
and economic mobility through quality 
higher education? It is not difficult to imag 
ine for whom the quality of higher education 
stands further compromised. 

The chairperson added that candidates 
could appear in a subject in which they warnt 
to pursue a PhD irrespective of the discipline 
in which they have obtained the four-year 
bachelor's degree. According to him, "This 
step will help replace the need for separate 
entrance tests conducted by individual uni 
versities and Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs)." It is, he added, the aim of the UGC 
to dismantle the perception of PhD as an 
"elite qualification". 

A PhD or a doctorate in philosophy is a 

A confusing foundation 
Undergraduates appearing in UGC-NET exams will make higherlearning more elitist 

degree awarded after a candidate carries out 
rigorous original research fora period usu 
ally longer than two to three years. If a 
Master's degree in any discipline is seen as a 
"specialisation", a PhD reflects a research 
scholar's ability to think creatively, ask new 
and insightful questions, explore them rig 
orously and systematically and, through this 
process, enable newer insights that chal 
lenge and advance existing theories and 
concepts. For this, a student would need to 
be conceptually and methodologically in 
formed and able to use these skills for ob 
servation and analysis. This is not to say that 
a PhD programme should not itself aim to 
strengthen the conceptual and methodolog 
ical tools of the research scholars, but there 
is a huge difference between strengthening 
and refining existing tools and aiming to in 
troduce and instil them in a short period of 
one year. To further suggest that the hierar 
chies across degrees, from undergraduate, 
postgraduate and research levels are indica 
tive of "eliteness", is dangerous. To confuse 
a foundation attained through immersed 
and rigorous engagement with concepts 
with "eliteness" is a grave undermining of 
the academic process. 

A rigorous conceptual and methodolog 
ical preparedness at the undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels must be the aim. What 
we instead find is consistent dilution of this 
responsibility by first eliminating the MPhil 
programmes and now even the need for 

postgraduate degrees. Italso appears to be a 
misinformed understanding of PhD-level re 
search when one sees separate entrances as 
a hurdle, rather than as a useful modality to 
align the research interest of a student with 
a supervisor who is an expert in the given 
field, in an institution with the necessary re 
sOurces to support the research. 

As a university faculty engaged with 
teaching and research for the past decade, it 
is clear to me that the inequities of our 
schooling systems have only become more 
glaring with time. Ittakes considerable men 
toring and work to help students transition 
from a system that requires confining one 
self to textbooks, to reading original and 
more advanced works and writing analyti 
cally and reflectively. Also, in the case of so 
cial sciences in particular, the development 
ofquestions that hold possibilities to advance 
an existing knowledge discourse requires ac 
tive, critical and reflexive living and partici 
pation in social spaces. This, in turn, requires 
an entry into the various theoretical and con 
ceptual frameworks that provide us with the 
vocabulary to talk about it. This is how the 
ories on gender, caste, class, groupprocesses, 
identities and many other aspects of the hu 
man world have evolved and transformed. 

As a student of Psychology, the under 
graduate programme was crucial in help 
ing me become familiar with the focus and 

language of the disCipline, but it was in the 
postgraduate programme thata deeper ex 

ploration of concepts became possible. 
Thereafter, work in clinics and classrooms 
enabled me to see the potencies, contradic 
tions and gaps in the current theorisations. 
In the last few years, it has not been uncom 
mon to find PhD candidates appearing in 
interviewS without their own questions, but 
willing to adopt the questions of the super 
visors as their own. The several critical re 
searches that have managed to challernge 
the status quo would not have been possi 
ble without newer questions emerging 
from locations that were, till then, denied 
opportunities to ask and research. A related 
concern is also that if undergraduate de 
grees were to be sufficient for undertaking 
PhD research, it would actually lead to fur 
ther"elitisation" ofhigher education as only 
those with existing linguistic and academic 
capital would be able to take the risk of pur 
suing a four-five year research programme 
in the absence of sufficient mentoring and 
preparation period. 

What we need today are more publicly 
funded research institutes with better infra 
structure and more fellowships. This would 
be meaningful for individual students and 
the country, only if the requirements for 
ngour and the active provisions for sustained 
mentoring are not diluted. 

The wniter is an asistant professor at the 
School ofEducation Srudies in 

Anbedkar University, Delhi 
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DU V-C HIGHLIGHTED THAT 60% OF CA'S IN DELHI HAIL FROM SOL 

DU SOL, established in 1962, 
celebrated its 62nd foundation day 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: The Department of 
Distance and Continuing Education, 
School of Open Learning (SOL), part of 
the Campus of Open Learning, Univer 
sity of Delhi, commemorated its 62nd 
Foundation Day on Monday, May 6th, 
at the University's Convention Hall. Prof 
Payal Mago, Director of SOL, revealed 
plans to waive fees for female students 
achieving a CGPA of 8.5 in the upcom 
ing academic year. 

The event, themed "Contributions 
of Free Education in Building a Devel 
oped India," was graced by the pres 
ence of Jagdeep Dhankha, the Vice 
President of India and Chancellor of 

DU. In his keynote address, Dhankhar 
underscored the pivotal role of educa-
tion as the catalyst for societal progress, 
emphasizing that education unlocks the 
doors to advancement. servants, educators, and policymakers. 

deep 

Dhankhar expounded on the trans-
formative power of education, tracing 
its historical significance in Indian soci 
ety. He hailed SOL for its commitment 
to providing education in both formal 
and informal settings, echoing the tradi 

Jgadeep Dhankar, the Vice President of India and Chancellor of DU, gave the keynote 
address at DU SOL's 62nd Foundation Day, in New Delhi on Monday 

nkhar, Hon ble ot education, tracing its 
historical significance in 

Vic Indian society sh Si 

Dhankhar expounded on 
the transformative power 

tional Gurukul system. He envisioned a 
developed India by 2047, fueled by col 
lective efforts and educational empow 
erment. Furthermore, he commended 
SOLs cOntribution to democratizing 
education, enabling individuals who 
were previously marginalized to partici 

pate in the nation's progress. He empha 
sised that education is the cornerstone 
of a developed nation, likening the jour 
ney to a sacred ritual where each con 
tribution propels the country forward. 

Prof Yogesh Singh, the Vice Chan 
cellor of DU, highlighted a remarkable 
statistic, revealing that 60 percent of 
Chartered Accountants in Delhi hail 
from SOL. He also noted that SOL 
alumni have excelled as lawyers, civil 

this nublication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely tor reterence and must not be taken as having authority 

in 

i 

fa 
W 

Addressing the changing landscape of the Indian economy, the role of edu 
cation in fostering entrepreneurship and 
economic empowerment, particularly 
among women was also acknowledged. 
He lauded SOLs strides in widening 
access to education, transcending geo 
graphical boundaries through online 
platforms. The Foundation Day cele 
brations also saw recognition bestowed upon outstanding students. Payal Singh, b a top performer in B.A. Library Science, 
and Nancy Goyal, the leading scholar in 
M.A. Political Science, received acco lades from the Vice President. 
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Teachers' body writes to DUVC over MCC 
violation., asks to remove PM's pics from website 
NEW DELHI: The Aam 
Aadmi Party teachers' body, 
AADTA, has written to Delhi 
University Vice-Chancellor 
Yogesh Singh requesting to 
take down the photographs of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and other political leaders from 
the varsity's website stating it 
violates the UGC's directives 
to enforce Model Code of Con 
duct in view of the Lok Sabha 
elections. 

IN VIEW OF THE LOK SABHA POLLS 

The official websites of sev 
eral colleges, including the 
Hansraj College and Non Col 
legiate Women's Education 
Board (NCWEB), display pho 
tographs of political figures. 

Asked for a comment on 
violation of the UGC's direc-
tives, chairman M. Jagadesh 
Kumar told news agency, "Fol 
lowing a letter received by the 
Minisiry of Education from the 
ECI, emphasising the need to 
adhere to electoral guidelines, 
the UGC has written to all 
higher education institutions 
(HEIs) with a request to strictly 
follow the guidelines of the ECI 
as issued from time to time. All 
HEIs must adhere to the ECI 

guidelines on the Model Code 
of Conduct" 

There was no immediate 
response from the Delhi Uni 
versity Vice-Chancellor's offhce. 

The University Grants 
Commission (UGC) in a let 
ter dated May l to the vice 
chancellor and principals of 
diflerent colleges asked them 
to immediately take down the 
photos and references of the 
ministers, politicians and polit 
ical parties from the institute's 
website abiding by the Election 
Commission's order. 

Citing the UGC's letter 

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE 

while also terming it as writ 
ten in a "reluctant and �late 
mode", the teachers' body 
wrote, "We draw your attern 
tion towards the violations of 
the Model Code of Conduct 
(MCC) even after the UGClet-
ter to the VCs and principals 
dated May 1, 2024. 

"This aforementioned let-
ter was written by the UGC 
reluctantly in 'better late than 
never mode as it forwarded the 
Election Commission of Indias 

(ECI) directive to enforce the 
MCC (which came in force on 

March 16) after the duration of 

Take Aways 
» The official websites of 

several colleges, including 
the Hansraj College and 
Non Collegiate Women's 
Education Board (NC 
WEB), display photo 
graphs of political figures 

» There was no immediate 
response from the Delhi 

University VC's office 

one and half months" 
The Academics for Action 

and Development Teachers' 
Association (AADTA) said 
that despite the directive of 
the UGC, the Delhi Univer-
sity's website still replete with 
the photographs of the prime 
minister and ministers, espe 
cially under Glimpses, DU 
Centenary, Viksit Bharat 
Ambassador Nari Shakti Con-
clave sections. "The websites of 
some colleges are also display 
ing such photographs violat 
ing the MCC. So, we request 
you to take such photographs 
and references out in compli-

ance with the MCC without 
any further delay." the teachers' 
body added. 

The teachers' body further 
demanded to cancel the 'Run 
for Viksit Bharat' event while 

stating the phrase is part of the 
political branding of the ruling 
BJP led Central government. 

Citing instances from the 
safron party's manifesto where 
the phrase 'Viksit Bharat' has 
been used as part of its poll i 
campaign, the Academic for 
Action and Development 

Delhi Teachers' Association 
(AADTA) wrote, "This Hindi 
phrase has been used at least 13 
times in English version of the 
BJP manifesto 2024, thus indi 
cating its political specifñcity 

"On page 6 of the BJP man 
ifesto, B)P president appeals 
to 'vote and support to build 
Viksit Bharat: On the next 
page of the party manifesto. 
chairperson of the BJP man 
ifesto committee talks about 
"our Viksit Bharat Campaign and attributes importance and 
significance of this manifesto 
document lies in 'defining the 
vision of Viksit Bharat." AGENCIES 
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Reports of NEET-UG question 
paper leak baseless, says NTA 
Claims every question paper has been accounted for 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

millenniumpost 
TUESDAY, 7 MAY, 2024 | NEW DELHI 

NEW DELHI: The reports 
claiming question paper leak 
in the medical entrance exam 
NEET-UG are "completely 
baseless and without any 
ground the National Test 

ing Agency (NTA) clarified on 
Monday. 

Stressing that every ques 
tion paper has been "accounted 
for, the NTA said that pur 
ported images of the question 
paper circulating on social 
media have no relation with 

the actual paper. "It has been 
ascertained from NT¤S secu 

rity protocols and Standard 
Operating Procedures that 
the social media posts point 
ing towards any paper leak are 
completely baseless and without 

any ground. "To put rumours to 
rest, it is also stated that every 

single question paper has been 
accounted for" said Sadhana 

Parashar, Senior Director, NTA. 
Parashar said that no external 

person or agency can access 

the centres once the exami 

Candidates undergo security 
check as they arrive to appear for 
the NEET (UG) 2024 PIC/PTI 

nation starts. She said that 
after the gates of the exami 
nation centres are closed, no 
one from outside is permitted 
access inside the halls, which 
are under CCTV surveillance. 

"Al other photographs of ques 
tion papers circulating in social 
media have no relation to the 

actual examination question 
paper which has been adminis-
tered" she added. The entrance 
exam was conducted on Sun 
day at 4,750 centres in 571 cit 
ies including 14 cities abroad. 

Priyanka Gandhi 
raises Concerns over 

NEET paper leak, 
questions govt's 
response and anti 
leak legislation 

While the reports suggesting 
question paper leak have been 
doing rounds on social media 
since Sunday, Congress leader 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra has also 
raised the issue. 

Once again, there are 
reports of NEET paper leak. 
The future of 24 lakh youth of 
the country has been messed up 
again. This trend that has been 
going on with crores of promis 
ing youth for the last ten years 
IS not stopping, "Will the Prime 
Minister of the country say any 
thing about this? To pacify the 
youth, a law was passed in the 

Parliament against paper leak. 
Where is that law? Why is it not 
implemented?" she wrote on A. 

m 
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VCs, scholars slam Rahul for 
varsity appointment claims 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI 

S many as 181 academi 
Acians, including Vice 
Chancellors (VC) and former 
VCs, have accused Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi of 
spreading falsehood" regard 
ing the appointment process 
for university heads and 
sought lawful action against 
him. 

In an open letter, they said the 
Congress leader has alleged 
that vice chancellors are 
appointed solely on the basis 
of affiliation with some 

organisation rather than merit 
as they slammed his claims. 

a The process by which VCs are 
selected is characterised by 
stringent and transparent rig-
orous procedure grounded in 
the values of meritocracy, 
scholarly distinction and 
integrity, they claimed. 
Jawaharlal Üniversity Vice 
Chancellor Santishree 
Dhulipudi Pandit, Delhi 

University VC Yogesh Singh 
and AICTE Chairman T G 
Sitharam are among the aca 
demicians who have signed 
onto the letter. 
The selection has been com 
pletely based on academic 
and administrative prowess 
and with a vision to take 
universities ahead, they said. 
Though they did not quote 
Rahul Gandhi's specific 
claims, the Congress leader 
has in the past alleged that 
affiliations with the Hindutva 
organisation RSS is often the 
guiding factor in appoint 
ments to academia. 

Among the signatories to the 
letter are Vinay Pathak, VC, 
CSJM University, Kanpur, 
Bhagwati Prakash Sharma, 

Chancellor, Pacific University, 

Udaipur, NC Gautam, former 
VC, Mahatma Gandhi 
Gramodaya Vishvavidyalaya, 
Chitrakoot, Alok Chakkarval, 

VC, Guru Ghasidas Central 
University, Bilaspur and 
Vinay Kapoor, fomer VC, BR 
Ambedkar National Law 
University, Sonipat. 
Universities in India have 
undergone a significant 
transition as evident in their 
ascent in global rankings, 
prominent accreditations, 
world class research and 
innovations, curriculum 
facelift narrowing the indus-
try academia gap and high-
er placement prospects reaf 
firming their commitment 
to academic quality and 
societal relevance, they 
asserted. 
They said, "The array of aca 
demic disciplines and profes 
sional experiences represent-
ed amongst us stands as evi 
dence of the unbiased and 
inclusive nature of the selec-
tion procedure." 
It reflects their dedication to 
cultivating an atmosphere 
that values and promotes 
diversity, encourages inde 

pendent thinking, and sup 
ports scholastic achievement, 
they said. 
"Rahul Gandhi has resorted 
to falseh0od and has defamed 
the Office of the Vice 
Chancellors at large with the 

intent to derive political 
mileage out of it. 
It is, therefore, earnestly 
prayed that appropriate action 
be taken against him forth 
with in accordance with law, 
they said. 
The academics said in their 
letter that as guardians of 
knowledge and administra 
tors of academia, they main 
tain an unwavering commit 
ment to maintaining the 
utmost levels of governance 
integrity, ethical behaviour, 
and institutional integrity. 
Urging everyone involved to 
exercise discernment in dis 
tinguishing fact from fiction, 
to abstain from spreading 
unfounded rumours, they 
called for dialogue that is 
well-informed, constructive, 
and supportive of their shared 
goal of creating a dynamic 
and inclusive educational 
environment. O? 
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Reimagining Tagore's 
educational philosophy 
Rabindranath Tagore, the polymathic Nobel Laureate from Bengal, is celebrated 
not only for his literary brilliance but also for his visionary ideas on education 
Rabindranath Tagore (May 7, 1861 to 
August 7, 1941), the polymathic Nobel 
Laureate from Bengal, is renowned not 
only for his literary brilliance b e but also for 
his progressive ideas on education. His 
philosophy of education, rooted in the 
principles of creativity, freedom, and 
humanism, continues to resonate with 
contemporary educational discourse. In 
today's rapidly changing world, where e tra 
ditional educational paradigms are being 
challenged and redefined, Tagore's 
insights offer valuable perspectives for 
reimagining education in a manner that 

At the heart of Tagore's educational phi 
losophy is the belief in the innate creativ 
ity and potential of every individual. He 
envisioned education as a process of nur 
turing this inherent creativity rather 
than imposing predetermined knowledge. 
In his seminal work, "Siksha: Herok �k 
Jibon" (Education: A Continuum of Life), 
Tagore emphasized i the importance of cul 
tivating curiosity, imagination, a ), and crit 
ical thinking skills in learners. He advo 
cated for an education system that 
encourages students to explore, question, 
and c i construct their understanding of the 
world, rather than passively receiving 
information. 
Further, central to Tagore's philosophy of 

education the concept of is 
"Shantiniketan," or the abode of peace -
and later Sriniketan - which he established 
as an experimental educational institution 
in rural Bengal. Shantiniketan epitomized 
Tagore's holistic educational philoso 
Py negrating intellectual, artistic. and phy, i 

al facets of human life. Education spi 
transcended traditional confines, embrac 
ing nature, arts, and community involve 
ment. Tagore emphasized fostering rev 
erence for nature, aesthetic sensibility, and 
interconnectedness with all life. He advo 
cated for intellectual development 
through imagination, free thought, and 
perpetual curiosity. This personalized 
approach prioritized holistic growth, 
including physical development through 
exercises. es, yoga, e highest ducation is 
that which does not merelv give us 
information but makes our life in harmo 
ny with all existence." 
According to Gurudey Rabindranath 
Tagore, "A teacher can never truly teach, 

ess he is stll leahor lamp, unless t 
unle himself. A lamp 
can never light 
continues to burn its own flame". In his 

essay 'Ashramer Shiksha' (Ashram's 
Teaching), Tagore extolled the virtues of 
patience in teaching, advocating that only 
ihose inbued with affection for their stu 

dents deserve the mantle of a teacher. He 
rejected authoritarian teaching methods, 
viewing them as indicative of governance 
inadequacy. K M OConnell (University 
of Toronto, Canada) had written that 
Rabindranath Tagore stands with the pio 

eering ee Montessori, and 
cators, like, Rousseau, 

Pestalozzi, 
) Knowles, who have Dewey Malcolm 

striven to create non authoritarian learn 

ing systems appropriate lo the surround 

Furthermore, Tagore's educational philos 
oph phy emphasizes tostering a love for 

versal broth humanity and 
erhood through recognizing 
nectedness of all beings and promoting 
empathy across cultures. Central to his 
approach is establishing harmony 

vancing ueintercon 

between individuals, nature, and 
the divine. Tagore advocates for 
freedom in education to unlock 
individuals' inherent potential 
and stresses the significance of 

moral and spiritual development 
alongside academic 

HIS NOTION O 

FREEDOM IN 

world. Banga highlights Tagore's 
commitnment to societal transfor 
mation through education, evi-
dent in his advocacy for women's 
empowerment, condemnation of 
oppression, and advocacy for 

India s independence (read free-
dom). Despite emerging from the 
colonial era, Tagores philosophy 
remains pertinent, particularly 
his emphasis on education as a 
catalyst for moral and social devel 
opment, aiming towards societal 
harmony and integration to 
address contemporary global chal 
lenges. 
Moreover, Tagore's emphasis on 
the integration of arts, music, 
and literature into the curriculum 
offers a counterbalance to the nar 
row focus on STEM (Science, 
Technology, E ring, and 
Mathematics) education prevalent 
in many educational systems 
today. Arts play a crucial role in 
fostering creativity, empathy, and 
emotional intelligence, which are 
essential for navigating the com 

of human relationships plexities 
and societal challenges. 
Sunil Banga underscores Tagore's 
educational paradig1 as an early 
advocate of global interconnected 
ness. Tagore posited that educa 
tion's primary objective was the 
attainment of self-realization, 
which he termed 'Atma Shakti,' 
wherein individuals harmonize 
with nature and society. Drawing 
from Hindu literature, Tagore 

universal man' envisOns 
embodying faith in universalism 
and humanity. He further advo 
cates tor personality development 
through arts and nusic, leadng to 
a transendent understandung ot 
human nature. He contends that 
humans, upon achieving selt real 
ization, unite with 'God or Munav 
Brahma, thereby beconing the 
COmplete man and soul. 
Rabindranath Tagore's education 
al philOsophy underscores the 
integral role of education in fos 

vision aims at well-
rounded individuals capable of 

selfless service and social integra 
tion, ultimately contributing to a 
conscientious and harmonious 
society. 
In today's context, characterized 
by rapid technological advance 
ments, globalization, and environ 
mental challenges, Tagore's 
emphasis on holistic education is 
more relevant than ever. The pre 
vailing thought on standardized 
testing and rote memorization 

EDUCAION (read learning) often stifles cre 
EMPHASISES ativity and critical thinking, leav 

ing students ill-prepared for the 
|INKING NATURE, complexities of the modern world. 

Tagore's philosophy, instead, calls 
SOCIETY, AND ra shift towards a more student 

LEARNERS': centered, inquiry-based approach 
to learning that empowers learn-

EXPERIENCES. HE ers to navigate uncertainty, think 
criticall, and adapt to change. 

ADVOCATES FOR Tagore's educational philosophy. 
IFARNING IN as elucidated in his essay "The 

Centre of Indian Culture," enpha 
NATURAL sizes the imperative for education 

to reflect and engage with the 
ENVIRONMENTS socio-cultural nmilieu in which it 

TO NOURISH operates, asserting that genuine 
must be attuned to its 

Gealities to foster BODY AND SOUL, contex 
healthy growth. 

PRIORITISE 
CREATIVITY AND 

This sentiment resonates in Sunil 
Banga's (1.ancaster University 
Management School) analysis - in 

ENGAGt his paper "The global relevance of 

CRITICALLY WITH Tagore's cosnopolitan education 
v lor social justice i1 al philosophy 

TRADITIONAL post Westphalian world' pub 
lished in Journal of Philosophy of 

VALUES AND Education (August 2023, Oxford) 
whih underscores Tagore's cUs 

BELIEFS 

RAJDEEP PATHAK 

tering connections between indi 
viduals and humanity while pro 
moting holistic development. 
In essence, at the heart of Tagore's 

vision of coSmopolitan education 
is the idea of freedom -freedom to engage critically with tradition 
al values and beliefs; and freedom 
to imagine citizenship in a glob alized world, that enables an 

exploration and negotiation of 
multiple allegiances in sympathy 
with others. His notion of free 
dom in education emphasizes 
linking nature, society, and le 1 learn 
ers' experiences. He advocates 
for learning in natural environ 
ments to nourish body and soul, 
prioritize creativity, and engage 
critically with traditional values 
and beliefs. 
Rabindranath Tagore's philosophy 
of education provides a com 
pelling framework for reimagin 
ing education in the 2lst century. 
His emphasis on creativity, free 
dom, holistic development, and 
Social engagement offers valu 
able insights for addressing the 
multifaceted challenges of today's 
world. 
By embracing Tagore's vision, 
educators can create learning 
environments that empower stu 
dents to become compassionate, 

critical thinkers capable ot shap 
ng a nlore just, sustainable, and 
humane Society and boosting stu 
dent's norale. 
On the occasion of Gurudev 
Rabindranath Tagore's lotrd Birth 
Anniversary, we lay well retlect 

on his plhilusophy advocating tor 
n education that transcends mere 

impartation ot knowledge. rather 
ywith instills a profound harmonv 

all existence. Revisiting Tagore's 
principles may serve as d guiding 
light for Indian educational insti 
tutions in this globalised age. 

(The writer is Programme 
Executive, Gundhi Sriti and 

Darshan Samiti: views are 
personal) 

fosters holistic development and mean 
ingful engagement with the world. 

Tagore's belief ne sports, echoing 

ings. 

i earning is 

mopolitan approach to cduca 
tion as a potent instrument for 
social justice and equity in today's 
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VCs 'unequivocally discardclaims'by Rahul Gandhi on their 
appointment, allegingintent to derive political mileage' 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, G MAY 

Slamming Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi for his alleged 
remarks on the selection 
process of University heads, 
Vice Chancellors and acade 
miciansacross the countryhave 
written an open letter accus 
ing theWayanad MP of "resort 
ing to falsehood". 

"Ithas come to ournotice 
from tweet and open sources 
of Rahul Gandhi, Congress 
leader, thatthe appointment 
of Vice Chancellors is made 
solely based on affiliation with 
Some organisationrather than 
merit and qualification, there-
byquestioningthe merit of the 
process through which the 
Vice Chancellors are appoint 
ed," read the letter. 

The letter rubbished the 
alleged claims by Rahul Gand 
hi, saying, "We categorically 

and unequivocally discard 

such claims." 
The signatories of over 100 

academicprofessionals, incud 
ing VCs from top universities 
across the world and acade 
micians, have been attached 
along with theletter dated May 

5. It further delved into the 
appointmentprocess, explain 
ing that the selection is char 
acterisedby 'stringent, trans 
parent, rigorous procedure." 
The letter also urged people 
to abstain from "spreading 
unfounded rumours." 

"The process by which 
Vice Chancellors are selected 
is characterised by stringent, 
transparentrigorousprocedure 
grounded on values of meri 
tocracy, scholarly distinction 
andintegrity. The selection has 
been completely based on 
academic and administrative 
prowess and with a vision to 
take Universities ahead," it 
mentioned. 

"Westrongly urge all indi 
viduals involved to exercise dis 
cernment in distinguishing 

fact from fction, to abstain from 
spreading unfoundedrumours, 
and to participate in dialogue 
that is well-informed, con 
structive, and supportive of our 
shared goal of creating a 
dynamic and inclusive edu 
cational environment. We 
would like to reaffirm our 
steadfast dedication to the 
principles of meritocracy, 
integrity, and excellence with 
in the realm ofhigher educa 
tion," it added. 

Rubbishing the claims, the 
letter called them "baseless alle 
gations" and accused Rahul 
Gandhi of defaming the office 
of the VCs at large with an 
"intent to derive political 
mileage." Speaking on the 
open letter and Rahul Gand 
hi's allegedremarks, Bhagwati 

Prakash Sharma, Vice Chan 
cellor of Gautam Buddha Uni 
versity, Noida, called it "stu 
pidity" fom the Congress leader's part. sA 
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Campus protests reveal 
the West's hypocrisy 

HARSHA KAKAR 

ince 17 April, pro-Palestine sit 
in demonstrations have 
impacted multiple American 
universities, bringing education 

to a standstill. Riot police employed 
-force to take down protestors' 
encampments while arresting thou 
sands. Clashes between students and 
riot police are being reported across 
the US as also between pro-Palestine 
and pro -Israel demonstrators. 
Protests on this scale were last wit 
nessed during the Vietnam war. With 
in days, protests spread to universi 
ties in the UK, Canada, France and 
Australia. In most countries, riot 
police were called in to quell the 
protests. 

S 

Protesting students are accusing 
Israel of committing 'genocide' in 
Gaza while demanding that educa 
tional institutions 'divest' from busi 
nesses linked with Israel as also com 

panies providing military equipment 
-to them. Most US universities invest 
their funding, donations as also earn 
ings, in shares of major companies 
including defence suppliers. Brown, 
Northwestern and Rutgers universi 
ties are the few to have come to an 
agreement with protestors. 

Authorities classify these 
demonstrations as anti-Semitic, and 

-controlled by 'professional protes 
tors.' Professionals guiding protests 
is a global phenomenon and not a 
discovery of the West. Professionally 
organized protests in India, funded 
by anti-India organizations and lob 
bies abroad, when quelled by 
employment of police power led to 
India being accused of 'subverting 
freedom of speech' and lowering its 
'democratic credentials.' Why are 
those institutions and nations, which 

questioned India, silent now? 
-Hypocrisy! 

WE WIL IN SOUDARITY 
OPEN THEHONOR WITH BREAK 

GATE 

THE 
FALS CHI YOUTH 1PAEINE 

In the US, even professors were 
manhandled and treated worse than 
criminals, but not a single entity 
objected. Universities across the West 
are threatening students with suspen 
sion if they do not terminate their 

protests. Not a single voice was raised 

in support of demonstrating students 
but many had supported protesting 
Indian students and farmers. 

Even President Biden backed the 
crackdown mentioning, "Dissent 
must never lead to disorder. " He 

added, "Vandalism, trespassing, 
breaking windows, shutting down 

campuses, forcing cancellation of 
classes and graduation-none of this 

is a peaceful protest. Threatening peo 
ple, intimidating people, instilling fear 
in people is not a peaceful protest." 

But this is exactly what the US 
condemned as suppressing 'freedom 

when of speech and right to 
Bagh, India cracked dowm on chab 

JNU and farmers' protests. Why these 
double standards? 

In the US, Green Party presiden 
tial candidate Jill Stein was amongst 

those arested and handcuffed. There 
was not a word of criticism or support 

in the media. The suspension of Rahul 
Gandhi from parliament by courts 
resulted in a series of comments by 
US and European government 
spokespersons and their media. 

The US media, which led the 
charge against the Indian govermment 
in its handling of different protests, is 
currently backing employment of 
force rather than negotiations. The 
New York Times had a headline, 
'Crackdowns at four college protests 
lead to more than 200 arTests.' CNN's 
headline said, 'How universities are 
cracking down on a swell of tension 
months into student protests over 
Israel's bombardment of Gaza.' The 
Washington Post said, 'Howa Colum 
bia protest sparked a student revolt. 

In no case were authorities 
accused of employing brute force, 
even though videos emerging 
from campuses showed use of dis 
proportionate force by riot police 
against peaceful protestors. There 
were no tweets backing the 

'peaceful protestors' fromn Rihana, 
Greta Thunberg, Malala and Mia 

Khalifa. 
In contrast, the New York Times 

headline on the farmers' protest in 

India, despite the government avoid 
ing employing force, said: 'Modi's 

response to farmner protests in India 

stirs fears of a patterm.' The Washing 
ton Post had a headline, 'Protesting 
farmers are teaching India a hard- but 
much needed - lesson.' CNN stated, 

'Angry farmers once forced India's 
hardline leader into a rare retreat.' 
Rihana tweeted, 'why aren't we talk 
ing about this?! #FarmersProtest.' Mia 
Khalifa tweeted, 'I stand with the 
farmers.' India was singled out 
because the farmers' protests were 

largely Western-funded and profes 
sionally managed. 

During the Jawaharlal Nehru uni 
versity protests of 2016, the Washing 
ton Post's headline said, 'Indian stu 
dents called it fee speech. The gov 
ernment called it sedition.' The New 

York Times mentioned, 'Sedition 

arrests in India inflame old free 
speech tensions.' Should we not won 

der why the same concept of 'free 
speech' becomes 'anti-Semitism' 
when it comes to continental US and 

other European campuses? 
Western media avoided com 

menting on the crackdown in US uni 
versities. However, they feel it is their 
right to comment when protests arise 
in other nations. The BBC supported 

the US government when it head 
lined, 'Columbia students defy dead 
line to disband pro-Palestinian 
encampment.' Al Jazeera did defend 
the protestors when it said, 'Genera 

tion gap: What student protests say 
about US politics, Israel support.' 

The US State department, 
which finds fault with every other 
democracy, including India on free 
dom of speech, will maintain 

silence and blame protestors in 
campuses ignoring police high 
handedness and use of dispropor 
tionate force. While both Trump 
and Biden support Israel, it is likely 
that the brutal crackdown will 
impact Biden more than Trump. 

India was amongst a few nations 
which showed the US the miror, but 
only gently, when its spokesperson 

mentioned, "we are all judged by what 
we do at home and not what we say 
abroad." Indian media reaction was 
also not at the level expected, possibly 
due to ongoing elections. Comments 
from the Indian spokesperson should 
have been more forthright. 

In Germany police employed 
force to break up pro-Palestinian 
dermonstrations at Humboldt Univer 
sity, Berlin, which comments on Indi 
an democracy. 

In Canada, protestors established 
encampments in multiple university 
campuses. Demands are being raised 
to employ force to evict them. Justin 
Trudeau had mentioned during his 
bilateral with PM Modi during the G20 
summit, "Canada will always defend 
freedom of expression, freedom of 
conscience, and freedom of peaceful 
protest and it is extremely important 
to us. 

India must remind Canada that 
the freedoms which Trudeau has 

SWorn to protect must not be tam 

pered with. Further, there would be 
many Indian-origin students amongst 
those protesting for whom the gov 
ernment woul� be naturally con 
cerned, as Trudeau was during the 
farmers' protests. 

It is payback time for India. Keep 
ing quiet and displaying niceties is 
never globally appreciated. No nation 

would thank India for not comment 
ing on their internal matters. 

The writer Is a retired Major-General of the 
Indian Army) 
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181 VCs & ex-VCs call for action 
against Rahul over falsehoods' 

Manash.Gohain 

atimesgroup.com 
New Delhi: A group of 181 
current and former vice 
chancellors (VCs) along with 
heads of regulatory author 
ities such as the AICTE have 
issued an open letter urging 
"appropriate action"» 
against Congress function 
ary Rahul Gandhi. They ac 
cused him of spreading fal 
sehoods regarding the ap 
pointmentprocess of univer 
sity heads and tarnishing 
the reputation of VC's office. 
The signatories have also ini 
tiated an online petition ad 
dressed to the Election Com 
mission of India. 

Among the signatories 
are incumbent VCs from in 
stitutions including Delhi 

University, Jawaharlal Neh 
ru University, Delhi, MS 
University (Baroda), Cen 
tral University of Haryana, 
Mahendragarh, North East 
Hill University, Shillong, 
the president of the Associ 
ation of Indian Universi 
ties, the chairperson of 
AICTE,former chairperson 

of UGC, and the director of 
NCERT, amongothers. 

The official handle of 
Congress on April 28, 2024 
posted a video of Gandhi in 
which he while accusing 

Modi and RSS of wanting 
"to end democracy and Con 

stitution," went on to say in 
Hindi. ... You take out the 
list of vice chancellors in 
the education system of 
Hindustan. All of them are 
RSS people. They have no 

idea about education." 
Denying the "baseless al 

legations" regarding the VC 
selection process, the aca 
demicians assert that such 
claims are made to gain polit 
ical advantage. They empha 
sised the importance of dis 
cerning fact from fiction and 
encouraged informed dia 
logue to foster a supportive 
educational environment. 

The open letter said: "We 
strongly urge all individuals 
involved to exercise discern 
ment in distinguishing fact 
from fiction, to abstain from 
spreading rumors, and to 
participate in dialogue that 
is well-informed, construc 
tive, and supportive of our 
shared goal of creating a dy 
namic and inclusive educa 
tional environment." 
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Need to adoptnew skills to 
pace withrapid change Murmu 
Prez presides over convocation ofCentral University ofHP 
TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

DHARAMSALA, MAY 6 

President Droupadi Murmu 
graced and addressed the 7th 
convocation of the Central Uni 
versity of Himachal Pradesh 
(CUHP) in Dharamsala today. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
the President said: "Change is 
the law ofnature. But, the pace 
of change was not so rapid in 
the past. Tbday we are in the 
era of the 4th industrial revolu 
tion. New areas like artificial 

intelligence, machine learning 
are emerging rapidly, Both the 
speed and magnitude of 
change are very high, due to 
which technology and 

required skills are changing 
very quickly. At the beginning 
of the 21st century, n0 one 
knew what kind of skills peo 
ple would need in the next 20 
or 25 years. Similarly, many 
current skills will no longer be 
useful in the future." 

Therefore, we have to con 
tinuously adopt new skills. 
Our focus should be on devel 
oping flexible minds so that 
the young generation can 
keep pace with the rapid 
changes taking place. We have 
to strengthen the curiosity 
and the desire to learn among 
the students to prepare therm 
for facing the challenges ofthe 
21st century" she said. 

keep 

The President said, "Our 

President Dropadi Murmu hands over the degree to a student at 

the 7th convocation of the CUHP in Dharamsala. TRIBUNE PHOTO 

EDUCATION SHOULD MAKE STUDENTS SELF-RELIANT 

The President said education should be such that along with 
educating the students, it should make them self-reliant and 
build their character and personality 

The aim of education is also to bring awareness amongthe students 
about their culture, tradition and civilisation, the President said 

She stressed that the role of teachers was very important. Their 

work is not limited to teaching only, and they have the huge 
responsibility of building the future of the nation 

focus should be on what to 

learn' as well as how to 
learn'" She underlined that 
when students learnmindepend 
ently and without any stress, 
their creativity and imagina 
tion take flight. In that case 

they do not consider educa 

tion as just a synonym for 
livelihood. Rather, they inno 
vate, find solutions to prob 

lems, and learn with curiosity. 
Addressing the students, the 

President said every person 

has the potential for both good 
and evil. She advised them to 
keep in mind that no matter 
how difficult the situation they 
are in, they should never let 

evil dominate them. They 
should always side with good. 
She urged them to make 
human values like compas 
sion, conscientiousness and 
sensitivity their ideals. She 
said that based on these val 

ues, they can live a successful 
and meaningful life. 
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NEW DELHI, MAY6 

Rahultellinglies onappointments VCs 
At least 181 vice chancellors 
of leading universities and 
other academicians have 
accused Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi of spreading 
"falsehood" regarding the 
appointment process for uni 
versity heads and sought law 
ful action against him. 

In an open letter, they said 
Rahul alleged vice chancel 
lors were appointed solely on 
the basis of affiliation with 

GURUGRAM TUESDAY|7 MAY 2024 

Write open letter, seek 
action against him 

The Tribune 

Some organisation rather 
than merit as they slammed 
his clainms. 

The process by which vice 
chancellors are selected is 
characterised by stringent, 
transparent and rigorous pro 
cedure grounded on values of 
meritocracy, scholarly distinc 
tion and integrity. The selec 

tion has been completely 
based on academic and 

administrative prowess and 
with a vision to take universi 
ties ahead," the letter said. 

"Rahul has resorted to false 
hood and has defamed the 
office of the VCs at large with 
the intent to derive a political 
mileage out of it. It is earnest 
ly prayed that appropriate 
action be taken against him in 
accordance with law" they 
demanded. -TNS 
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st Jagd Dhankhar, Hon'ble Vice-Pre 

Ogeg gh, V 
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